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MORE JUNIORS

While the senior division of Group
C now has twe dozen regularcom-
petitors, and the grids slowly
increase in numbers, Group C
Junioris struggling to get establis-
hed. There are signs, however, that
the category will be more important
next year.

Giorgio Stirano’s Turin-based Alba
team has recently completed its
second carbon-fibre monocogue
and Stirano hopes to sell more of
these turbo-engined cars over the
winter. Driver Carlo Facetti says
that as many as four Albas may be
seen next year.

At Brands Hatch, another C Junior
made its appearance, albeit only in
the pit lane and not on the track.
This was Max Payne's Ceekar, a
Ford BDX-engined machine desi-
gned in the Midlands by Derek Mat-
thews. Payne used to race a much
modified Group 5 Lotus Elan and
the new Ceekar was based on that
machine, The car wasn't quite
ready, hence its presence in the
pits, but it is hoped to camplete a
season of European racing with
sponsorship from locksmiths
Arthur Hough in 1984,

THE KYALAMI 20

Twenty Group C machines will
leave Europe as valuable cargo on
aboal to South Africaat the end of
October. These are the Group C
cars whose entries have been
accepted by the Kyalami organi-
sers for the final round of this
year's Endurance championship
on December 10. Two Lancias will
take on two and possibly three
works Rothmans Porsche 956s,
‘whilemore Porsche opposition will
come from J6st (two, maybe three
cars), two Fitzpatrick 956s and the
Obermeier entry. Walter Brun is
taking his 956 and his Porsche-
engine Sehcar whose debut at Le
Mans was so brief. The Mirabella
Lanciais alsomaking the trip, while
another five cars are still subject to
negatiation: the Canon 956, one of
the Kremer brothers' Porsches,
Henn's 956, Golz's URD and
Richard Cleare's Kremer CK5.
The likelihood of Porsche taking
three cars arises out of the cham-
plonship situation. With Jacky
Ickx, Derek Bell and Jochen Mass
allin'with achance of winning the
title, Porsche may want to give
them all an equal chance in their
own cars, And Vern Schuppanmay
be one of the co-drivers.
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RONDEAU IN
RECEIVERSHIP

The last time we phoned Jean Ron-
deau, just before Le Mans, he said
that “things aren't looking too
good for us.” The latest news is
that his littie company, at Champa-
gné near Le Mans, has goneintoa
form of receivership and had todis-
miss seven of its 20 employees. It's
a big disappointment for the
French company and all those who
believed in Rondeau’s ability to
worry the big names in endurance
racing.

The representative of the Tribunal
de Commercein Le Mans has ins-
tructed Rondeau 1o stop building
racing cars and to withdraw from
the Group C championship. “We
were unable to meet our obliga-
tions,” he admits. "Lasi yeariwor-
ked out an ambitious competition
programme, but then my major
spansor, Otis {elevators/lifts), pul-
led out. There wouldn't have been
enough cash to camry us through
the off-season and | needed aspon-
sor to come forward right now so
that [ could make plans forthe 1984
season. It didn't happen. The eco-

mic situation in France s hardly
Zgurishing. My suppliers harve"
been very undersrﬁndmg Bu! 4
know that they can t hang on_do
ever. They also need to .pe pal d
“The reason why the Tribunal de
Commerce hasn't ordered the
company o be wound up nsr
because I've told them that
believe we still have @ future. Not
in racing, though: we have lo con-
centrate on earning money, pro-
bably in some form of light engr
neering. | have & drawing office,
heat-treating equipment ‘and a
glass fibre shop, all of which can
be used for nan-racing work.
Themessage is clear. Rondeau and
his staff have the experience and
knowledge to move on o some-
thing different, into other kinds of
business. It could yet be that Ron-
deau Engineering proves to bethe
salvation of Rondeau Automobiles,
runners-up in last year's construc-
tors' championship.

Forthe time being, if any reader is
interested in picking up one of the
famous Group Ccars, Jean has got
seven of them available: three 379s,
one 382, two 482s and his latest
creation, the 484 (animproved ver-
sion of the 482). Prices range from
180,000 francs to 420,000 francs
(between 45,000 and 105,000 dol-
lars). All of them are suitable for
Ford-Cosworth or Chevrolet V8

angines with the exception of th
484, which ‘»sspemllc.’allyljg.squIe
for a Porsche flat-six. vlleg

“I've always had cordial relat) ng I

with Jorgen Barth of Porsc,
says Rondeau. "Ithink that ma,
the reason why he phoned me, |,
before we had to call in the 7,
nal, and offeredto supply eng
tous. Since we won't be racir,
a works {eam any more, nex|
we'll be able to offer custom:
much more comprehensive ¢ ack
up service. It also l00ks as tho,
Ford will be running works-ba ‘ked
XR4 Sierras in the French touy,
carseries next year, and I'm eA.‘.JECQ.
ting to be involved in the devsqop
ment of the chassis."” ¢
So Rondeau has lost a battle, not
a war. “The situation makes yo,
stop and think, " he says, “both a4
acompany and as an individual, It's
a salutary experience...”

BERNIE’S SHOW

GPI readers who happen to be in
Paris next month will be interested
inthe exhibition devoted to the F1
and general sports work of ourown
Bernard Asset by his old schaol,
I'Ecole de Photographie de Com-
merce et d'Industrie de Paris, bet-
ween November15 and Decem-
ber 20.

The school's address is 73 Boule:
vard Saint-Marcel, 75013 Paris
(Metro: Gobelins).

An additional show of Bernard
Asset's work will be held during
November at the Fnac Sport con-
centrating on F1.
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JAGUAR

1984: ASTON V
JAGUAR?

Viscount Downe’s Aston Martin-
Nimrodis aconfirmed competitor
in next year's World Endurance
championship races. With fuel
tank capacity limited to 85 litres by
new regulations, the Richard
Williams-run team expects that the
Nimrod will be in with a good
chance of top six placings. The
Nimrod finished well in last year's
events, but hasn't had the same
luck this year. It is iikely to be the
only Nimrod on the grid, because
the works team has gone out of
business. However, Bovis, the
English builders, have already
assured the team of finance for
1984. Unfortunately, the sameisn't
true of Steve O'Rourke's Michael
Cane-run Aston Martin-EMKA. The
teamis short of money, and didn’t
even participate in the Brands
Hatch European championship
event. Hopefully finance will be
arranged for next year's series.

Aston Martin may well need the
Nimrod to defend its honour, for
rumours persist that Jaguarwill be
taking: part in next year's Worid
Endurance chamgionship.
Although Tom Walkinshaw didn't
win the European Touring Car

championship in his XJS, he has
been involved in discussions revol-
ving around the possibility of adop-
tingone of Group 44's IMSA Jaguar
XJR5s for Group C endurance
racing. However, there is no official
word on the result.

11 RACES
FOR 1984

There are eleven endurance races
onthe calendar for 1984, including
two in North America in August
The rest of the events are ones that
have already been held this year,
although some dates haye beenre-
arranged. The Ndrburgring event,
on the new circuit, is scheduled for
July 15 — after Le Mans instead of
before it, and Brands Hatch’'s race
will be run a week after the British
Grand Prix held on the same circuit
in late July.
Thebig news is that two races are
scheduled in Canadaand America
on successive weekends, August
12 and 19: Mosport is likely to be
the location of the Canadian race,
although no circuit has been men-
tioned in connectionwith the Ame-
rican event. And obviously, this
race to some extent depends on
peace being made between John
Bishop, who runs IMSA and is a
strong critic of Group C, and Jean-
Marie Balestre, president of FISA
which runs the World Endurance
championship.
The projected calendar is as fol-
lows: Monza, April 8; Silverstone,
May 13; Le Mans, June 24; Nurbur-
gring, July 15; Brands Hatch, July
29; Canadal/United States, August
12/19; Spa, September 2; Imola,
September 18; Fuji, September 30,
Kyalami, December 2.

THE THRILL
HAS GONE

FISA President Balestre did not honour the Brands Hatch
1000 Kms with his presence, which we believe was unfor-
tunate. Not because GPl had agreed to support the race (we
regard ourselves as proud sponsors, not jealous ones) but
because for almost two hours the Brands circuit was las-
hed by wind and rain, and the day was hardly complete
without a Presidentsoaked to the skin. There was (of course)
nothing personal in our desire to see him -- but it would have
been for the good of endurance racing.
If Jean-Marie Balestre had been at Brands, he would have
wi d a f ic spectacle once the storm had died
away and the track started to dry out: the front-running
Group C cars had used up so little of their fuel allocation
inthe slippery conditions after the start (the first refuelling
stops took place half an hour later than anticipated) that
their drivers were able to forget about saving fuel. For the
first time since the introduction of the rule that requires five
stops per six hours {or 1000 Kms), it was possible to see
what happens when the drivers can turn up the boost and
cast their “‘economy’’ worries to the winds. They can get
down to the job in hand and start using all the road.
At a time when FISA is thinking about taking yet another
look at the future of long distance racing, this happy clima-
tic aberration demonstrates the futility of the “economy”’
formula. To introduce even stricter fuel regulations, as
seems likely before the '84 season, may be an improvement
intheory, butin practice it’s nothing of the sort. We will con-
tinue to have the unedifying tacle of the less i
cal cars tootling around as they wait for their refuelling stops
to become due, a worry both to themselves and a mystified
public.
Motorsport remains essentially an entertainment, in which
the notion of racing and speed must continue to be omni-
present. How therefore can the unfortunate man in the
grandstand be expected to understand why a driver should
fight on the track for an advantage that is allowed to slip
away in the pits as he waits for his next tankful of fuel to
dribble through a fuel restrictor which is designed specifi-
cally to handicap the least economical (and, by definition,
the most exciting) of the cars which he’s paid to watch?
Without going to the excessive limits of Grand Prix racing,
itis desirable that the length of a competitor’s pit stop -- sub-
jecttonormalregulations - should be decided by the human
factors involved, not by any artificial restrictions. The
important factors should, once again, be the ability of the
drivers to change places and the dexterity of the pitcrews
as they change wheels or replace brake pads.
As these lines are written, Jean-Marie Balestre was due to
annouce some far-r hing decisi aimed at rebuildi
the prestige of a class of racing which has not exactly lived
up to all its h peted tations in the first two
years of its existence. Success for Group C could come from
a complete re-think of the fuel consumption restrictions, and
lifting those restrictions could -- quite apart from making
the racing more interesting to the spectator -- attract back
the many competitive teams which have switched to the
IMSA championship because their cars are too thirsty to be
raced in Europe. We believe that the return of those teams,
whose absence we noted with regret when we wrote ear-

lier in the year of the “‘gap t the ts," is
essential to the future of endurance racing.
Didier Braillon
7




BOUNTY HUNTERS

Each July the cream of the world’s
long-distance drivers gather at the
Norisring in Nuremberg for what's
come to be know as the “Maoney
Race."” They know why they've
come, and it's nothing to do with
the challenge of the circuit, nor
with the knowledge that you'll be
racing past the concrete podium
from which Adolf Hitler once
harangued the massed ranks of
Nazidom.

No, they come for the cash, If
you're good enough, or lucky
enough, to qualify on pole, lead the
race at half distance and full dis-
tance, and to take fastest lap, then
you'll pick up around 30,000 dollars
for 456 minutes’ work, ie slightly
mare than you'd get for finishing
2nd at Le Mans. And thal doesn't
include the extremely good star-
ting money which Norisring is allo-
wed to pay as anon-championship
race...

No wonder, then, that there was a
terrific entry ready to do battle In
front of the 70,000 spectators who
turned out for this year's race.
There were two works 956s for
Mass and Bellof, private 956s for
Fitzpatrick, Hobbs, Rosberg (in the
ex-Jones, ex-Andreltis Kremer
example), Johansson, Lammers
and Grohs; a Zakspeed-Ford C1/4
{née C100) for Ludwig, a Zakspeed-
Ford C8 for Niedzwiedz, Jelinski's
CK5,aworks Lancia LC/2 for Heyer,
and more...

Bellof wasn't about to let anyone
else beat him to pale, and he star-
ted alongside his contryman Mass
from the front row of the grid. His
best lime was afull 1.5 second fas-
terthan the quicke®! of the private

entrants, which Is pretty amazing
conslidering thatthe circuitis well
under two miles and consists of
two hairpin bends connected by a
few swerves...

It goes without saying that the two
Rothmans Porsches duly walked
away with the race. Mass got away
before Bellof, but the youngster
didn’t have to worry about getting
past his team mate after Jochen,
under heavy pressure, made amis-
take on lap nine and half-spun, Wol-
lek, the leading privateer In 3rd
place, did well to be the only other
driveron the same |ap at the finish,
He had spent a considerable time
battling with the surprisingly quick
Lanciaof Heyer, who retired on lap
32 (of 54) when his gearbox broke.
There was a good baltle for 4th
place between Fitzpatrick and Ros-
berg, whose car was noliceably
slow out of the hairpins, and Lud-
wig managed to beat Johansson
inta 7th place.
Although itdidn't mean very much,
the race was enjoyed by the gathe-
red thousands (and a couple of mil-
lion more watching at home on TV).
It demonstrated that endurance
cars and sprint racing are not
necessarily incompatible, espe-
cially when you don't have to worry
aboul saving fuel between pit
stops...

RICKY'S ROCKY
RIDE

Chiba, you see,isamanina hurry,
He‘s;successstcry: oil pumps as
abasis branching out into the lej-
sure business with windsurfers,
Campervans and wet bikes which
are like motor-cycles on water.

He'd done a deal with Preston
Henn to sponsor his Porsche 956

and to allow his driver Kunimitsu
Takahashi to drive with Henn and
John Paul Junior at Fuji. Chiba had
promised to come up w.msso_,ooo
for the team when the car arrived
in Japan, but the cash wasn t
immediately forthcoming. Later
Chiba would buy the car, or that
was the idea. With the tee-shirt
came a scheduled programme of
events for 1984: the Japanese
endurance championship, IMSA
races and Le Mans for the 856, plus
races in the Alpha powerboat ghal
has already won achampionshipin

Japan. o .
While Chiba authoratitively direc-
ted the 956 in the pit lane, his cre-
dibility was wearing thin, however.

When Takahashl damaged the
car's nose during the race, only
Chiba's men sprang into action
with aluminium to repair the bro-
ken fibreglass. Later, Henn's men
watched, amused, as Chibadisco-
verad that Porsche 956 bodywork
isn't as interchangeable as VW
Beetle doors. Erwin Kremer offered
his Kenwood decorated nosecone,
butitdidn't fit: lesson number one
for Chiba. The car was retired.
Next day, Chiba, looking every bit
thetycoon in smart pin-stripe suit
had a ten minute conversation with
Porsche's customer liaison man,
Jurgen Barth, after which he
announced that he was buying a
new 956, pressing home the point
by knocking into our man two or
three times. Mr Chiba has exploded
the myth that all Japanese are
polite and courteous.

DOCTOR'S
ORDERS

John Paul Junior couldn’t believe
Il He'd visited the Japanese doc-
tor at Fuji twice already, and here
hewas, having to go backagain. He
was in the middle of discovering
that medical checks forracing dri-
vers in Japan are very very
stringent,
First of all, the medics were wor-
ried about “Junior's' heartbeat.

Then Philippe Alliot had his eng;.
mous accident during practice
And when such an accident hap,.
pens in Japan, it is generally jyq.
ged that the driver cannot hay,
been in peak condition. He hagy
made amistake, they figure, ang |,
could have been poar health th,
caused it. Thedoctors are suspe
ted of not having done their |
satisfactorily, so the entire m
cal team is replaced
Consequently, the checks be
again, and all the drivers, incluy
‘Junior' of course, had to pay
ther visit to the doctors. Now (he
checks were even more stringen
and the doctors were so wor
about ‘Junior's’ heart that they
bade him from starting the Prest,
Henn-entered Porsche
although he was allowed to takg
over after the excitement of thg
start was over. At 23, he certain)y
looks healthy enough

PORSCHE
FOR '84

Having virtually "'saved" Group ¢
racing this year by delivering a
dozen 956 coupes to private
entrants, Porsche-Zuffenhausen
plans to make at least 15 specially
developed versions of this year's
all-conquering model for sale in
984

1

There will be minor but important
changes to the mechanical speci
fication, including the adoption of
the all-electronic angine manage
ment system used this year exclu-
sively by the Rothmans-works
team. The most important news,
however, is that the '84 version of
the caris expected tofill adual role
by complying both with the Euro-
pean FISA Group C rules, and with
the GTP regulations of the Ameri-
can IMSA organisation

Tomeet the IMSA rules the carwill

have to undergo major structural
changes, most notably to the dri-
ving position. This will be brought
back so that the driver's feet dono!
extend beyond the centre line of
the front wheels. IMSA spec cars
will also have to use asingle turb®
version of the classic flat-si*
engine, as developed by this years
IMSA champion Al Holbert on his
March 83G.

Alittle bird tells us that the asking
price foranew Group C/IMSA PG’:’
che (type number not yet revealed)
will be up from 560,000 OM in 198
tonoless than 632,000 DM in 1984
John Fitzpatrick is understood
have ordered two already...

It was shortly after six o'clock on
Sunday September18 that | broke
my duck after three years at the
wicket. For GPI readers who don't
understand the great game of cric
ket I'm trying to explain that | was
back on the winner's rostrum after
36 months away. The mast recent
garland in my collection was given
to me at Monza in 1980, the great
days of the works BP-Toleman For-
mula 2 team

The elusive win that has made the
manth of September 1983 so sweet
and satisfying for me was at the
wheel of John Fitzpatrick’s J, David
Porsche 956, which carried the pair
of us to victory In the Grand Prix
International 1000Kms endurance
race at Brands Hatch, What's more,
we had the pleasure ol beating
both of the works Rothmans
entries..

My enthusiasm for sportscar
racing had been aroused by Le
Mans, where (as you may remem

ber) | drove the Kramer brothers'
GPlsponsored CK5 untll it broke
| had pestered themto lat me drive
their "pukka'" 958, and after the

Austrian GP they telephoned me to
ask if | would llke to race the 956
at Spa.

We had hoped to gel together for
aquiet test session before the Spa
race, but those plans were scuppe-
red by the F1 tyre test with my Tole-
man at Brands Hatch. Immediataly
alter that test | stepped out of my
F1car, changed, and then climbed
into my Mercedes 500SEC en route
to the Dover hoverport and Bel-
glum, where practice for the
1000Kms was due to start next
morning.

| love the Spa-Francorchamps cir-
cuit, although I'm not so sure about
the climate up in those mountains.
Nowonder the Ardennes region is
such a lovely rich green: it's well
watered! Sure enough, rain greeted
us for all of Friday's practice ses-
sions, but at least | had an oppor-
tunity to discover some of the con-
siderable differences between the
Kremers' CK5 and the ground-
effect 956. This was, in fact, the
same 956 which the Andrettis had
raced to 3rd place at Le Mans,
although it had since been painted
in the dark blue pin-stripe colours
of Hugo Boss, the German men's
tailoring company.

The rain had stopped shartly
before the officlal qualitying ses-
sion on Saturday afternoon, but
there was only one dry line, and
naturally everyone wanted to be an
it. Going fora quick lap was rather
like Russian roulette... and | kept
pulling on the loaded chamber! |
never got a clear lap on qualifying
tyres because every time | gunned
it past the pits it seemed that the
pit marshal was ready to release a
slow Porsche 930 on tothe racing
line into the vital Eau Rouge comer,
At least | got 3rd fastest time
behind the works Rothmans Pors-
ches, which really were in a class
of theirown on acircuit where they
could use all their Stuttgart-bred
horsepower. Still, my time was set
on hard race tyres, and | honestly
believe that | might have been able
to split the works team If I'd had a
clear run

The Kremers' plan was for me to
start the race and do the first two
stints. After one hour's racing | was

DEREK
WARWICK
OLUMN

lying 3rd behind the llying cigaretie
packets, but | was happy to let my
co-driver Franz Konrad take over at
the first stop because | suddenly
needed the nearest WC (something
I'd eaten was bothering me, not the
power of the car!).
Uncharacteristically, the engine
expired just before Konrad was due
tocome in for the second schedu-
led pit stop, so that was the end of
my experience with the 956. Fortu-
nately my efforts hadn't gone
unnoticed, and just before the
Brands Hatch 1000Kms | was
asked by John Fitzpatrick to stand
In for his regular co-driver David
Hobbs in the GPl-sponsored race,
which fell conveniently between
the ltalian and European GPs.
Unlike Spa, Brands isa "handling"
circuit, and for various reasons
John and | knew that we had a
chance of doing well there. Qur
race car was the one that had been
raced by Edwards and Keeganat Le
Mans in the colours of Skoal Ban-
dit “smokeless tobacco.” Incre-
dibly, ithad finished 3rd (with Fitz)
inaCanAm race the previous Sun
day, yet here itwas, looking Imma-
culate and ready for action, aftera
quick service at Fitz's European
HQ at Silverstone.

Immediately | liked the feel of the
car. It was enlightening to drive on
a tyre that remained constant in
grip for lap after lap. For Saturday
we produced alittle “tweak" of our
own to maximise the downforce.
To his great credit, one of (he Bri-
tish journalists spotted it, but he
kept quiet about It until his report
was published the following week.
That means I can tell you about it

Basically, our modification consis
ted of blocking off the engine
Intake vents, under the car, w
normally allow some of the ground
effect to leak away. To cool the
engine we filted a couple of auxi-
liary fans — and the result was
more grip. Fitzrolled off a few laps
to check eut the modifications,
then — apart frem a few laps in his
spare car — he spent the rest of the
morning session encouraging me
to go quicker.

I simply couldn't believe his gene-
rosity. After all, | was anly “gues-
ting” for someone else. In the after-
noon session | improved my time
to 1m 18.4s, and | feit sure that |
could have improved. Bul Keith
Greene, our manager, agreed with
Fitz that my time — 4th fastes!
behind the Rothmans pairand the
Jost "Marlboro™ 956 — was quick
encugh when you think that this
was going to be a 238 lap race
If 1 hadn't known that the rain was
going to give us a great chance |
would have dascribed conditions
on rage morning as miserable
During the shert moming warm-up
session we both realised that our
Goodyear rain lyres were superior
to any of the rival brands, so we
hoped that the rain wauld persist
Soon after the start | was able to get
the jump on Wallek's 956. Then,
after anly one flying lap, | outbra:
ked Derek Ball going into Paddook
Bend and set otf atter Jacky lokx
| passed him one lap later at Druids
hairpin 10 take the lead. Sounds
Ingradible, doesn't it?'ve read so
many times aboul the sportscar
axploits of these guys... and there
was |, leading them all

To be fair, | have

all-round grip was

awflul conditio

| had to capitalise on this &
although the rain was geftis

der the alternoon lorecast 4
cl skies. In the dry
S ¢

tion, so |
antage on awel road, w
to do at the rate of threa

h othet cars. Al one
3! the windscreen
ged up that 1
o the pits to
mehow a
appeared
on with my
as | tried

0 laps gone the
sary 1o
ace, so they sent
To begin with 1
rk out what had happe
my lead of 45
lek was shrinking
O Bul the deci
bad for us, because

Evan when
moving inlo
nfinued 1o

Butins having the might of
Stutlgart chasing him, Filz was
abla o hand over 10 e with MOs1
of our lsad miact. There was one
frightening moment for me with 15
minutes i=f 10 go whan amuch sip-
werT car moved ovar on me. | had lo
Swerve across the kerb, damaging
tha nase and sending the tempe-
ratutes chmbing, but viclary was
ours
Naturaily, | was happy foreveryone,
2specially for John Fizpatriok, the
nicesl bloke I've evarmet in motor
racing. | was atso delighted formy
dad, who had been to Wimbledon
the pravious evening to watch my
younger brather Paul winning the
nitish National Ministox lille. | got
started in ministox mysell, so you
can imagine how proud he must
have fell to see “big brother™ make
it & Warwick weekend double
Yes, you can say ['ve become a
Sports car fan. When will someone
offer me another drive?




For the second
consecutive year
the winning
formula was the
combination of
Jacky lckx,
Jochen Mass and 2
Porsche 956. The
Belgian’s first
victory in this raceé
took place way
back in 1967,
when he shared
the winning
5.7-litre Mirage-
Ford with
American Dick
Thompson:
(photo: DPPI]

fter the long break of 11
weeks since Le Mans, the
World Endurance Cham-
pionship recommenced at
the Spa Francorchamps cir-
cuitin Belgium. But while Porscheis hea-
ded for a walkover in the Makes division
of the WEC, the struggle for the drivers’
title was much less certain as the teams
arrived at this delightful venue. Winding
through the Ardennes for more than four
miles, the Spa circuit - which hosted an
F1championship race in May to mark its
return to prominence after a 13-year gap
—the circuit has already madeitself a firm
favourite with the spectators.
In the absence of the Ford-engined Ron-
deau team, whose chances of aWEC itle
were snatched away at this same race last
year, there were just over 30 entriesin the
various Groups (C, C “Junior” and B},
although several of them failed to appear.
Among these were the BMW-engined Sau-
ber which took aremarkable 9th place at
Le Mans; the Group 6-based Lancia LC/1
coupes of Sivama Motors; the Ford-
Cougar CO1B of constructoridriver Yves

Courage; and, most notably, the long-
awaited Tiga with its 5-litre Chevrolet V8
engine. Originally entered for Le Mans,
the Tiga carries the hopes of Tiga direc-
tor Howden Ganley (the former BRM
Grand Prix driver) and of his partner, Aus-
tralian businessman Neil Crang.

Just before the Nirburgring 1000 kms,
Lancia team manager Cesare Fiorio had
forecast that “we will be ready in time for
the Spa 1000 kms."' This was Fiorio's way
of saying that although Lancia would be
taking part at Le Mans, in reality the new
Ferrari VB-engined turbocars could not be
expected to be sufficiently developed to
worry the works and privately entered
Porsche 956s until theend of the season.
As it was, the three little LC/2 cars (two
from the factory, one entered by Scude-
ria Mirabella) which appeared at Spa dif-
fered very little in configuration from the
ones that had made theirdebut at Monza
in March. Since then, most of the track
development appears to have been con-
centrated on adapting the cars to the Dun-
lop cross-ply tyres which were adopted
before Le Mans after some well-well-

publicised dramas with the original Pirelli
radials.
With drivers of the ability of Patrese, Albo-
reto, Ghinzani and Teo Fabi (three top F1
men and the Indianapolis “pole man"),
there was obviously race-winning poten-
tial in the team, although as yet they seem
hard pushed to do anything about any of
the Porsches except the slowest of the
privateers.
In fact there were nine 956 models in the
paddock: two in Rothmans colours from
the factory, plus the familiarentries from
John Fitzpatrick, Reinhold Jost, Ober-
maier Racing, Canon Racing and the Kre-
mer Brothers. The ninth carwas new, ente-
red by the Swiss driver Walter Brun, who
had decided to buy a “ready-made” car fol-
lowing the collapse of the Porsche-Sehcar
operation which he had sponsored in col-
laboration with the Swiss constructor
Seger Hoftmann. The Sehcar's first (and
only) appearance, at Le Mans, had been
a disaster.
GPI's friends, Manfred and Erwin Kremer,
had repainted their 956 again, this time in
the pin stripe colours of Creations Boss
——-
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9 i Joh he'd collided with Riccardo
Angry to kic: this was Jjust after

ver to world championship
Patrese and badly damaged the 956 he was due to hand over

ictul

aspirant Wollek. The Lancia was also damaged, and Fabi (P

to share with Riccardo while Alboreto was switched to the team’s survlvlngp sacz::
car. The BMW-engined URD (56 finished 10th, while its slll:r c.'!r (5 7'}, u:l:f:fc :l;: one
engine, retired on the first lap. Seen in the rain during Saturday’'s we pr:

Pofsch'e 956 of BelliBeliof. (photos: DPPI, First Line, Peter Burn)
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Ickx/Mass

ahead of
Bell/Bellof at the
start. One
thousand kms
later, the order is
destined to be the
same.

(photo: First Line)

Bell/Bellof
heid the

lead for 61 laps,
finishing 63
seconds behind
the winners.
(photo: DPPI)

A miserable day is
accentuated

by the

wet tarmac

in front

of the pits. In the
foreground is the
Lassig/Planken-
horn/Regout
Porsche 956.
(photo:

Peter Burn)

Derek Warwick and th
Franz Konrad. Tt
ver earlier in th
Schuppan
Andrettis at

v
Mans
men. C

jer,is
beenracing aPo
German champior
Apart from the P
there were three
the 1.4-litre-turbo-engin
C1/4 which “escaped
C100 programme on which Ford had lavis
hed so much money; Viscount Downe's
Aston Martin Nimrod 1 lighter, more
slippery bodywork; and the Ford-Cheetah
G603, which was making its r
Built by the Swiss-based Am
Graemiger (who was brie
Shadow F1team in 1980)
powered by a 3955cc Cosworth engine
specially prepared by Heini Mader: it had
already competed in a Swi
when Marc Surerhad driven it. Since then
it had been tested at Dijon by former Le
Mans winner Jean-Pierre Jau id, who
was due to race it
Swiss drivers Loris Kessel and
Ferrier. The Dijon tests had revealed a
serious problem in the s! 1g, which
made it completely impossit
steering when the
to incorrect suspen
As a reminder of last year, Friday after
noon's three hours of untimed practice
took place in hot weather under blue
skies. Separated by two-second gaps, the
Porsche 956s of Ickx/Mass, Bell/Bellof,
Warwick/Kenrad and Wollek/Johansson
set fastest times, ahead of the
Patrese/Alboreto Lancia: fastest time of
the day was 2m 12.21s, almost three
seconds faster than last year's pole posi-
tion time even at this early stage and a
great tribute to the remarkable speed of
the works cars in Rothmans colours
Under the circumstances it was hardly
surprising that the privateers ~ including
the Jost team which had been so impres
sive early in the year - realised that their
chances of a win were thin indeed
The followingmorning's weather, alas, did
nothing to brighten the mood. |t had been
raining since before dawn, so it was under
adarkening sky that the first 30 minutes
of official qualifying took place on a soa-
king wet circuit. The water drained away
slowly, so even though it soon stopped
raining, it wasn't until the final 15 minu-
tes of practice that a dry line appeared
naturally, this brought out some very
heavy traffic
Having gotdown to 2m 10.19s, Stefan Bel-
lof thought that he had taken pele posi
tion, but just as the flag came out to halt
proceedings Jacky lckx - the experienced
—_—
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The Kremer-prepared Porsche 956 (21) in the hands of Warwick held 3rd place until
its engine failed. Our picture shows Manfred and Erwin Kremer inspecting the damage.
Their other car, the no 22 CK5, was crashed during practice by the little-known co-
driver of Rothengatter, seen relaxing with Warwick. Wollek (6) is pictured during
qualifying, while Grohs, in helmet, prepares for his turn behind the wheel. Winner
of Group B was the BMW M1 (89). (photos: First Line, DPPI & Peter Burn)

Evening draws
near undera
threatening sky on
Saturday as the
Porsche 956 of
Reinhold Jost
driven here by
Volkert Merh
struggles to stay
on the road. This ®
the car in which
Bob Wollek
crashed the
following da¥:
(photo: Peter Bur"

tactician that heis--slipped inastunning
2m 09.30s, an average speed of no less
than 120.22 mph. The duel between the
two works drivers had been thrilling to
watch, especially bearing in mind that
none of the drivers could allow himself the
slightest margin forerror: off-line, the sur-
face was still treacherously damp and
even aminordeviation would have resul-
ted in a serious accident. With alap time
less than five seconds slower than Prost's
at the Belgian GP, Jacky lckx was a good
2.3seconds clearof the fastest of the pri-
vate Porsches.

Driving splendidly, it was a delighted
Derek Warwick who explained the diffe-
rence between the Boss 956 and the GPI-
entered CK5 with which he had made his
Group C debut at Le Mans. “There's really
no comparison. The car's betterall round,
even taking into account the slight
understeer which we've got. Brakes, road
holding, grip, controllability and every-
thing, it's all an improvement over the
Ao

Behind Derek came the works Lancia of
Patrese/Alboreto, the Fitzpatrick/Hobbs
Porsche 956 and the C100-“lookalike™
Ford-Zakspeed of Ludwig/Niedzwiedz.
Then it was Brun/Gréhs (956), Fran-
cia/Barilla (Lancia), Wollek/Johansson
(956) - who hadn't been able to take advan-

tage of the drying track -- Ghinzani/Fabi
(Lancia) and Lammers/Boutsen (956), who
were in trouble with a down-on-power
engine.

Asecond qualifying period had been pro-
vided forthe afternoon, but by lunch time
the sky had opened all over again and
there was to be no relief from the rain until
well after night fall. With the best time in
the session logged at 2m 44.28s, it was to
be the morning session’s times that deci-
ded the grid positions. That fast time in
the wet was set by the Ford Zakspeed in
the hands of Niedzwiedz, who was almost
literally flying as he rushed from one cor-
ner to the next in a series of terrifying
power slides.

When the race started at noon on Sunday
(144 laps or six hours, whichever came
sooner), there was astrong wind blowing
out of a dull grey sky. The track was dry
--and remained so throughout the race -
but the crowd was distinctly thin. [t wasn't
just the weather which was discouraging
the Belgian public, for there was a natio-
nal rally and an important local cycle race
competing for their attention.

The rolling start got the field safely under
way, and as they came into the LaSource
hairpin for the first time it was Mass and
Bellof leading a Rothmans 1-2 in front of
a fiercely scrapping bunch comprising

Warwick (956), Patrese (Lancia), Ludwig
(Ford C1/4), Fitzpatrick (956), Fabi (Lancia),
Stuck (956), Barilla (Lancia), Johansson
(956) making up time splendidly, Heyer
(956), Mallock (Aston Martin), Plankenhorn
(956), Jaussaud (Cheetah) and Boutsen
(956)

Within two laps the works Porsches had
pulled well ahead, and it was alonely War-
wick who was making the best effort at
keeping them in sight: behind him there
was afabulous scrap developing between
Patrese, Fitzpatrick, Ludwig, Johansson
and Stuck. The Cheetah was already in
overheating trouble, and made the first of
alongseries of pit stops which later resul-
ted in its retirement. The five-strong group
lost one of its members as they came
round to complete five laps, when Fitzpa-
trick, struggling with an engine which was
intermittently misfiring, arrived in the pits
foran unscheduled tyre change. But it was
still afine battle, and one awaited the fol-
lowing lap impatiently.

Alas, once Mass, Bellofand Warwick had
gone by there was a long wait before
Niedzwiedz arrived, all on his own. Patrese
and Johansson had disappeared, while
Stuck had lost alot of ground. Eventually
the Lancia apeared in the pits, at least a
minute late, with a flat rear tyre and part
of the rear suspension bent. It had

—_— =
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Beliof’s pit informs him he’s just lapped in 2m 15s and i
up on Ickx: it’s a crucial moment in the race,
the board five times. Wollek eventually start
J&st 956; and Mass, the winner, climbs out of
dark moustache, is the happy owner of a 956

nstructs him not try to close
and the Porsche crew had to show him
ed the race after taking over the second
the cockpit. Walter Brun (bottorn), with

2 now, while Chuck i &
moustache, is the designer of the Ford-Cheetah r: Graemiger, with red

aced
(photos: DPP) & First Line) AR

Walter Brun’s
newly-acquired
Porsche 956,
bought to replace
the ill-fated
Sehcars which he
had at Le Mans,
makes its race
debut in the WEC.
It gave the Swiss
driver 4th place.
(photo: DPPI)

In spite

of a misfire

at the beginning of
the race.
Fitzpatrick/Hobbs
came through to
finish 3rd,

five laps

behind

the winning
works car.
(photo: First Line) me

The hastily put-
together Ford.
Cheetah driven by
Jaussaug (seen
here), Kesses and
Ferrier dig not
make an
auspicious debust,
(photo: DPP|)

moaTils |
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obviously been in contact with the
Johansson 956, which didn't reappear for
many more minutes, followed by a cloud
of tyre smoke. The front left suspension
had been bent in the incident, and
although the marshals had helped Stefan
to get his car back on to the track, there
was no alternative but retirement.

The race had started like a Grand Prix, and
it was the GP drivers (Patrese and Johar
son)who had put so much effortinto figh-
ting each other thatone was delayed and
the other eliminated. Much of the race'’s
interest had been lost, although for Lan-
ciaand forthe Jost team it was obviously
an encouragement. Fiorie quickly deci-
ded to put Alboreto into the undamaged
Lancia and to replace Patrese with Fabi
in the other. Wollek, whose champions-
hip chances would otherwise have gone
up literally in smoke, was switched to the
second Jost 956, the “New Man'' car of
Heyer/Merl, while Schornstein was put
into the ancient 936J.

By the time the first fuel stops were due,
the two leading works cars had changed
places, but they were soon back to “nor-
mal.” Before half distance there was a
brief period of interest when Bellof, who
had taken the fourth stint, made astrong
come-back move which had his crew
waving “‘Slow” signs at him.

Most -unfortunately both the War-
wick/Konrad 956 and the Ford Zakspeed
failed to survive past the end of the
second hour, being forced to retire with
engine damage and a faulty gearbox lin-
kage respectively. Thus Brun/Stuck/
Gréhs took over third place ahead of the
rapidly-recovering Fitzpatrick/Hobbs.
Lancia, meanwhile, suffered the misfor-
tune of having a second incident involving
Patrese (who lost even more time), while
the Fabi/Ghinzani entry was in electrical
touble

It was nevertheless a big surprise to see
the private Mirabella Lancia entry, very
well driven by Francia/Barilla, completely
eclipsing the works cars. By the end of the
race it was holding a strong fourth place,
behind “Fitz" and ahead of Brun, whose
new 956 had been delayed by an accident
which damaged its bodywork and resul-
ted in a serious loss of aerodynamic
downforce

The endof the race would have been much
less interesting if it hadn't been for three
major incidents in the final two hours.
Having pulled the Heyer/Mer| 956 through
to 7th place, Wollek went off the road in
a big accident caused by some sort of
mechanical failure; the Aston Martin, nor-
mally so reliable, had engine failure; and
the courageous Francia/Barilla pair broke
auniversal joint in their Lancia's transmis-
sion. After a lot of trouble getting the
engine restarted because of battery pro-
blems, they managed to complete the Iast
lap (as required by the rules), but by the
time the carcrossed the line they had lost
their splendid 4th place and were classi-
fied 6th.

Afterthe early retirement of the Giannini-
Alba in Group C “Junior” it was the
Mazda/Harrier which won the under-
supported category. Far more interesting
was the battle for Group B honours. In this
the BMW M1 of Winther/Mercer - helped
out on this occasion by ‘'strong man™
Frank Jelinski (another of GP!'s drivers at
Le Mans) - took an impressive victory

1S-
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1000 KM OF SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS

Round 5 of Waorld Endurance Champicnship (Drivers
Makes).

Date : 4 September 1983

Official title : 1000 km Spa ‘83 - Trophee
Race distance : 144 1aps 0f 6.95 km (4.32 mi
of 1000.37 kms (621.62 miles).
Weather : Friday fine : Saturday rainy | Sunday o

RESULT

and

52 miles) in 5 h 44m 33,525, 174,250 km/h

e 956 (Ickw/Mass), 144 laps. 1000.368 km

Diners Club

le) circult; foratotal
Bell/Bellof

Fitzp: obbs

Bruni/Stuck/Grahs

a tm03.01s behind

vercast and

y | 9 BAE SIS T
. | Race attendance - 25.000 ERS DINERS ;- ‘) Lassig/PlankenhorniRegoul
] Francia/Barilla
H ¢JB (1) CLuB L Patrese/Fabi (1)
h 8. Porsche 9364 Schronstein/Winter/Martin 127 aps
> 9. Porsche 956 Lammers/Boutsen 127 laps

STARTING GRID

Solty/Cuynet/Be
Ghinzani/Fabi/Al
Winther/Merc

10. BMW-URD

By
'INER ‘ o ‘ 11. Lancia LG
A % 12. BMW M1

2 Porsche 956

1. Porsche
Ickx/Mass Bell/Bellof ¥ =
2m09.30s 2m10.19s ) . UL I\ 13. Porsche 930 Cooper/Smith/Ovey
ERS g 14. Mazda Harrier aker/D; Pal
21. Porsche 966 4, Langla LCR . | Aston M;m'n Nimrob ?/Ida:gc?;?:m
Warwick/Konrad Pmlisaﬁmbulelu(ﬂ B 15. Porsche 930 Hamelmann/Yvon
2m1260s 2m14,055 16. Parsche 830 ReuteriHueweller, cke
11. Porsche 856 43, Ford Zakspeed C1/4 Porschs 356 HeyeriMerl/Wollek (3)
FitzpatrickiHobbs Ludwig/Niedzwiedz Porsche 956 Warwick/Ronrad
2m1d.63s 2m16.985 Porsche 930 Memminger/Ki
Ford Zakspeed C1/4 Ludwig/Niedzwiedz
33 Porsche 956 6. Lancia LC2 Ford Cheetah GG603 Kessel/FerrierlJaussaud 26 lapsiretired
Brun/StuckiGrahs Francia/Barilla BMW M1 Jurgensen/Gall/Doren 20 lapsiretired
2m17.07s 2m17.67s suspension
. Giannini Alba Finotto/Facetti 16 lapsiretired.

8. Porsche 956 5. Lan;\a{ LGz Porsche 928S ProbstiMentel/Haug
Wollel/dohansson GhinzanifFabi {2) Parsche 956 Wollek/Johansson
2m17.828 2m17.83s i

Porsche URD Kannacher/Lechner/Boller 0 lapsiretired, gearbox

12. Porsche 956
HeyetiMerliSchormstein (3)

14. Porsche 956
Lammers/Boutsen

| 2m19.60s 2m18.84s
18. Porsche 856 39. Aston Martin Nimrod (1) Fabi, having completed the first stint in Lancia LG/2 no 5, was switched to Patrese’s car, laking Albo:
SIg/F VRegout Mallc reto's place.
2m20.98s 2m23.92s (2) Alboreto, who was to have shared Lancia LC/2 no 4 with Patrese, took aver-from Fabi in this car to
22. Porsche Kremer CKG (4) 56, BMW URD aUppare Ghinzan|
s VUi 5 (3) Following the retirement of Porsche 956 No 8, Wollek switched to this car in place of Schornstein,who
ekl nater ?ﬁ%&f;; had also qualified the Porsche 936J No 15: it was the fatter car which he drove in the race
34, Ford Cheetah GBO3 63. Giannini Alba NB : The Porsche 930 of Lateste-Bienvault did not qualify, having spent two hours in the pits
KessellFerrierJaussaud Finotio/Facetti
2m31.79s 2m32 545

M i
ersrérggxsgsr.i(uhn Welss ReuterHuewellenBellcke

(1) Driven in the race b

i T y PatreselFabj
[g!lﬁrwenrm the race by Ghinzan|/FabilAlboret
13)1n the race Wollek replaced Schomstein, who s

(lgewnon 1? Porsche 936, which he had also R el
n:starter followin, Br'G an: P
afternoon 9 Kroesemeijer's accident an Saturday

PREVIOUS WINNERS

1966 : Mike Parkes.Lodoy
: ico §
}gg; : j:g:y Ilckva:'ck Thumpsi?wmlunlr:g?gg:éam i
: ¥ Ickx-Brian Redman/Fo,
:ggg Joseph Sltfert-Brian Redrgwanr{cll’osrlg: s
370 .,]J:zgephnsdfarl-ﬁrian Redmaanorsch: ngfa
- Fedro Rodriguez-Jackie Q|
1872: Brian Redman-Ariuro el i
: Merzar,
1873 : Derek Bell-Mika Haiiwundn‘M:!?a";:rI"‘?)rr‘ualzp

57. Porsche URD 15. Porsche 9364 p -

Kannacher/Lechner/Boller Schomsl:”w‘rv\'ﬁ“’anMa—--n PO

2m36.08s 2marals o S5 WORLD ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP (DRIVERS)

83, BMW M1 =

WintheriMercerJelinski ?Iiyeh:%w;;:!m ::ﬁg{;‘g’:f 1. Ickx, 70 pts. 2. Wollek, 56 pis. 3. Mass, 55pls. 4. Bell, 54 pts. 5. Lassig

2m42.54s 2me31zs and Plankenhorn, 42 pts. 7. Fitzpatrick, 37 pis. 8. Johansson, 36 pis.

o 9. Bellot and Lammers, 35 pts. 11. Boulsen, 34 pts. 12, Hobbs, 29 pts

CWP"”,SS:“E%U 9, BMW M1 13. Schuppan, 28 pis. 14. Holbert, 24 pis. 15. Heyer and Schickentanz, 22

ngelé mith/Ovey Jurgensen/GallDaren pts 17. Haywood and Grohs, 20pts. 18, Palmer, 15pts.20. Rosberg, Stom-
Asiec 2m53.25¢ melen, Mario Andratti, Michael Andrettl and Alliot, 12 pts. 25, Déren, 11 pis

a0 e 26. Brun, Sluck, Barth, Merle De Narvaez, 10 pts. 31. Lioyd,9pts 32, Jones
e 9. Porsche 53 (Y i— Sigala, Larrauri, Edwards, Keegan and Regaul, 8 pts. 38. Hamelmann and

2 Gall, 7 pts.48. Needell, Dron, Cleare, Ludwig, Utz, haldi, Francia, Barillaand

3m01.01s
37 Porsche 9285 91 Porsche 230 Jargensen, Memminger. Kuhn Welss.
mhsn‘MenlevHaug Hameaimann/Yvon 62. Trufto, Sigala, Schornstein, Martin and Winter, 3 pts. 67. Alborelo, Gar-
3m0351s am11.73s cia, Naon and Monloya, 2 pts. 71. Henn, Ballol Lena, Schiesser, Sotly, Cuy
9. Porsche 830 net and Bertapelle, 1 pt
Lateste/Bienvaul
am24.72s

Patrese, 6 pts. 49. Mallock, Salmon, Finotta, Facettl, Winther, Mercer. Braun,
Steckkonig, Wilson and Fabi, 4 pts

LAP LEADERS

Laps 1 1o 16 : Porsche 856 (Ickx-Mass)
Laps 17 to 22 : Porsche 956 (Bell/Bellof)
Laps 23 to 25 : Porsche 956 (Ickx/Mass)
Laps 26 lo 82 : Porsche 956 (BelliBellol)
Laps 83 to 144 : Parsche 956 (lckx/Mass)

Faslest lap : Bellof (Porsche 956) on lap 105 in 2m 14.11s
(115.91 mph, 186,536 km/h).

Group C winner : Porsche 956 (Ickx-Mass)

Group C Junior : Mazda Harrier (Baker-D. Palmer)

Group B : BMW M1 (Winther-Mercer-Jelinski).

9 WORLD
8 ENDURANCE
CHAMPIONSHIP

BMW and BMW-Sauber, 2 pts. 7. BMW-URD, 1 pt.

WORLD ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP (MAKES)

1. Porsche, 84 pts, 2. Lancia, 17 pts. 3. AstonMartin, 4 pts.4. Giannini Alba,
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him. He's up there, by the barrier,
between the chicane and the
deserted F1 pits. Binoculars would surely
reveal adeteated look on the familiar face:
he's walking briskly, though not hurriedly,
and his blue eyes gaze al the ground while
his helmet dangles uselessly from the
strap clasped in his hand.

BobWollek, who came here with anarrow
lead in the WEC drivers' championship,
has just gone off the road In aviolent acci-
dent. The loudspeakers confirm the fact,
and it doesn't take alot of imaginalion to
visualise the black and yellow Jost Racing
956 - which he had taken over from Hans
Heyerand Volkert Merl - stuffed somew-
hereintoabarrieras Wollek manhandled

it inta 7th place.

Back in the pits, Jost and his mechanics

swarm round: they've already been wai-

F rom the paddock you can just see

ing for his news for several minutes.
wh%n%‘obdoes open his mouth, his first
words are arequest fora smoke, thecon-
demned man's clgarette forsomeone whc{w
has evidently escaped execution ©
sentence.
“ was in the second part of Gameres, a
very quick left-hand corner !.vnrch. :rs taken
virtually fiat out," he explained. You lift
off. turn in, and then get back on the
pov'ver, hard. Everything was fine for the
first three-quarters of the turn, and then
the steering suddenly wentlight. The car
ran head-on into the guardrail: fortunately
fi's pretty close to the track at that point
because the first impact was only a glan-
cing blow.| must have beendoing around
150 mph when | hitit; the car just slid and
slid until it came to astop at the little right-
hander just before the chicane...”

Just overtwo hours later, Jacky Ickx cros-
sed the line to win the Spa 1000 kms and
take overthe WEC drivers’ championship
lead from Wollek. It was hardly an unex-
pected development, and Wollek had
been saying as much throughout the mee-
ting. The Frenchman's attitude is not a
loser's, very much the contrary, and it's

. well known for him to threaten that he'll

“blow off" ane oranother of his rivals. But
here in the Ardennes forest he seems to

have succumbed to amorose en
of his situation.

“Do you want to know what (;,ph—,,,we”1

of winning the world championship ”\,ap
year? I'll tell you: exactly zero pe, 2 s
Zeropercent becausethere's abscfufg;f'j
nothing which a prive?re team can ay
against the factory in this game. We maﬂo
ourselves look pretty good at MOnze
when we took the wind out OfrthrSai;a'
and they reacted fantastically quickiy 7
doesn't matterwhat sort ofexpen'e,?c.e-of
ability Reinhold has: he simply o 5
match the finance and the technojg

which Porsche puts into the Rothm g?
cars for lckx/Mass and Bell/Bellof. a1,

IDVFHQm

a
stagnate while they get all the advan r.;'lgu:s
of an incredible research and develgp,.
ment programme..."

Afterthe accident, Bob was as Pragmatic
asever: “Look, | was right when | toldyoy
that|would lose the championshijp here
Itdoesn't matter whether it's because our
carisn’tas goodas theirs are, or whether
it's caused by an accident: the result 's stilf
the same...”

Inanattemptto give himalittle moraj sup-
port, and perhaps to keep his hopes alive
he was transferred by Jost into lhé
Heyer/Merl 956. “/t wasn't as quick as
mine, it was less economical, and the

-y

engine wasn'l as good. Perhaps the hand-
ling was a bit better, because it didn't
understeer like mine did." The strategy
didn't work.

Stefan Johansson had taken first stint in
theirregular red and white Marlboro 956
right from the start he had got himself
mixed upin a battle for third place which
also involved Riccardo Patrese, Klaus
Ludwig and Hans Stuck. In this electric
atmosphere an accident could have hap-
pened at any time, and when it did it was
the young Swede who paid most dearly,
Coming through from a place well back on
the grid, he was so well wound up that he
didn’t hesitate to try a pass on Patrese
under braking for the tight downhill right-
hander called Bruxelles. Stefan had the
inside line, slightly behind, and Riccardo
turnedin to take the corner before he did.
The Lancia forced the Porsche to move
over into the dirt, then they touched. Ita-
lian damage report: punctured left rear
tyre, bent suspension and four lapsin the
pits for repairs. Swedish damage report:
broken left front suspension and retire-
ment, but only after a long wait as the
would-be world champion’s co-driver
struggled to bring the wreck back for
investigation.

For more than a quarter of an hour,

Johansson stood in the pit, stretched oul
flat against the concrete wall, head in
hands. The normally well-ordered blond
hairwas in complete disarray. He clearly
didn’twant to talk about what had happe-
ned, and his tired expression suggested
he'djust coveredafull race distance, not
amere five laps or so. Was he angry with
himself or with Patrese? The answer came
when he stepped forward to explain to
Wollek, who was silting just in front of
him, on a tyre.

I was miles faster than the Lancia, but
Patrese was taking the straights in a
series of zig-zags to stop me from passing
him. When we got to the right-hander, it
was me on the inside line. Bul he just
moved slowly overon me and closed the
door, pushing me over the kerb and into
the sand: we touched and | just spun off.
I honestly can't believe that something
like that has happened to me. Dammif,
this is an endurance race and we were only
on lap six. What did he want to do that
for?”

Perhaps in order to show his frustration,
Stefan offered ahand to Wollek, who had
listed calmly to the explanation, “t'm
sorry," said Stefan in the sincere but hum-
bled tenes of aman who knows that he's
betrayed the confidence placed in his pro-

Vargiolu/DPPI

fessional ability.

A few minutes after one o'clock, when a
swealy-looking Riccardo Patrese remo-
ved his helmet after handing over to Teo
Fabi, standing outside the Larcia pit were
Bob Wollek and Domingos Piedade, team
manager of Just Racing. After aquick dis-
cussion with Cesare Fiorio, the [taliandri-
verhad to turn and face Piedade, who had
taken a couple of steps forward lo make
his presence felt. His explanation - hel-
ped along with some unmistakeable hand
gestures - was entirely different from
Johansson's.

“'He tried to take me on the right-leff al the
top of the hill, then he went inside me two
comers laler and tried to take me off,” said
Riccardo.

Hands in pockets, calmly chewing gum
like a certain Texan, Bob ostensibly held
back. On his face was the little detached
smile of commiseration which is someti-
mes confused with adesire to be remote
and unapproachable. It was clear what
that he had no intention of getting mixed
upin auseless conversation with Patrese.
“Ask him about the zig-zags on the
Straight,” he whispered to Piedade. “and
then about the thing at the Nurburgring.
Just now, while they were fixing his car,
he said it was the second time this year
that he's had a problem with us. | want to
hear him say that this time it wasn'l my
fault...”

Praclical as always, and wishing to make
the situation clear all round, Bob then
explained. "At the NGrburgring, we both
slarted on wels. In the quick left before
Flugplalz he hesitated foramoment, and
Ifound myselfinside him. | was very, very
quick there, but because he sjls on the
right side of the car maybe he didn't see
me, and he came up the back of me.”
That time it was Wollek driving. He knew
exactly what had happened. It wasn'l the
same al Spa, but here he didn'l seem
overly worried abou! tracing exactly whe-
teher it was Patrese or Johansson who
had been at faull. “When one car is dama-
ged in front and the other behind, which
driver do you reckon is at fault?" said
Patrese later.

In Wollek's mind there was no real doubt
aboul the responsibility here, but a man
with his reputation and attitude doesn't
let it out for all to hear. To hear him talk;
Grand Prix drivers are fantastically talen-
ted people but also liable to errors of judg-
ment which make their behaviour somew-
hat erratic.

“It's been proved once again that in endu-
rance racing it's the old jam jars which
make the best jam."” But even by studying
his eyes closely, it was impossible to
guess which role had been played by the
oldest jam jar...
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it's a
tiring job to keep

a turbo-engined car
under control, and the
effort of having
mastered the Ford
Zakspeed C1/4 at Spa
shows clearly in the
lines on the face of
Kiaus Ludwig. More
usually seen in the DRM
(German championship]
rounds, this fascinating
car — prepared by

Erich Zakowski — is
one of only two C100
coupées which
managed to

‘““escape’’ from Ford’s
workshops after the
sudden decision to pull
out of endurance racing
in March this year.
Developed from last
year’s C100s, the C1/4
has since been fitted
with a Zakspeed-
prepared 1.4-litre four-
cylinder turbo engine, a
powerful device which
needs an enormous
amount of skill to
control when its 550
horses are suddenly
released. In the
Saturday afternoon
practice session before
the Spa 1000 Kms,
dashing from kerb to
kerb in alarming slides,
Klaus Ludwig and Klaus
Niedzwiedz were able
to set what was to be
the fastest time, despite
the heavy rain. They
had got the better of
nine Porsche 956s and
three Lancias, only to
be let down on Sunday
after 30 laps of the race
by a broken gearbox
linkage...

(photos: Peter Burn,
Strebelle/First Line &
Vargiolu/DPPI)
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Looking oh-so-Italian in
its red paint, it's
entered by the
Mirabella team for a
pair of outwardly
dissimilar drivers,
veteran Giorgio Francia
and the promising F2
youngster Paulo Barilla.
Yet the privately owned
Lancia LC/2 was clearly
quicker than the two
works cars during the
Spa 1000Kms, and it
looked as though
nothing would stop it
from going on to take
4th place overall in the
race until a drive shaft
failure only a few laps
from the end.
There was a bitter pill
to swallow on Sunday
for the official drivers
recruited by Lancia
from the ranks of F1
and Indy-car racing.

Michele
Alboreto/Riccardo
Patrese (top) and
Piercarlo Ghinzani/Teo
Fabi (below) had a big
disappointment
awaiting them on
Sunday after the
collision between
Patrese and Johansson
forced team manager
Cesare Fiorio to switch
Fabi and Alboreto. This
ruse didn’t work as
planned, however, for
the super looking
Italian cars with their
Ferrari-designed V8
engines were
disappointingly slow
compared to the best
works and privately
entered Porsche 956s.

(photos : Strebelle/First
Line & Vargiolu/DPPI)
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Once again the endurance ¢
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take a marathon tour of North America.
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His success demonstrates not o
March coupé, but also the cunning tactics a

season by Porsche.
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compatible with) our own Eyrn
Group C. Thus itwas that the Porg
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to discourage Porsche altogether, IMSA

decided to forbid twin turb
what the GTP rules des
engines, /e thc
production-based,
small runs like the S:mlgart-l
The racing management at Porsc
ted fast. Inviewof the c ormdomn!o num
ber of Porsche road cars exported to the
USA, the company felt that it was vital to
be represented in the well-publicise
IMSA championship. Having been shown
the door by Mr Bishop, therefore, the Ger-
mans decided to come back through the
window...
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Photo spread
(previous pages):
Al Holbert had the
IMSA title sewn up
well before the
end of the season,
thanks in no small
measure to his
unbeatable
Porsche-engined
March 83G.
(photo: Blakemore)

The Electramotive
Racing Datsun ZX
turbo driven by
Don Devendorf
and Tony
Adamowicz: in the
Portland race it
took a fine 3rd
place overall.

Following page:

A fine shot of the
beautifully turned-
out Jaguar XJR5,
overall winner at
Lime Rock and
Mosport.

(photo: Blakemore)
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of the impre
prepared in
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t, has been
eral munlhs

Th») GTO division, try
thrilling spectators for se
Adding to the interest has

val on the scene of Electramotive Racing’s
Datsun ZX280 Turbo, which

astill aproblem with thy
makes acceleratin
predictable proces
vers in Don Devendorf (unknown outside
the US)and the popular Ton
mowicz(aveteran of F5000 and Can-Am's
glorious days), it is evenable to challenge
some of the GTPs, including the Po
934 which scored a surp victory
Sebring, and the spectacular Camaro of
th Slralagraph team (rememberthem at
Le Mans in '827).
The most exciting news of all, however,
is the official return to long distance
racing of the Ford factory with its front-
engined GTP Mustangs. TheMustang's
name may be familiar, but this is a
compromise racing car built by Ford
own SVO division, using the most advan-
ced aerospace techniques. It is being
entered in the last few IMSA races so that
it can be ready for next year's champions-
hip, and in fact it pulled off a win at Road
Ame (Elkhart Lake), its first race, when
theHag came out early because of torren-
cance of
harged Ford we have deci-
ded to bring our IMSA coverage to a halt
at the previous round, Mospert, in this
issue
In GPI's next Group C magazine we pro-
mise to bring you in-depth coverageof the
Mustang's technical features, together
with reports of its performances in the
final three IMSA rounds




CHARLOTTE 500

Round 7 of the Infermations
Championship

Dale 15 May 1983
Official title  Charlatto Mol

Race distance - 500 ki, (138

STARTING GRID

BMVE A1
Beslcho/Rauh)

Toyote Catica RAR
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Chevrolel Corvetts
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10
fetc)

MAIN POINTS
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Date
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Race distanc
STARTING GRID March 836 Porsche
Holbert/Bundy

74R8

O whitinglen

a G

War P
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AwiniO St
Montoya
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500kms * Victory (nGTO!fo
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on shared Giampiera More(1’s March 83G-Parsche.
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e (20,

DAYTONA 250 MILES

Rind 10 6l the Informational Motoe Sparfs Assocaiic
Chrampioaship.

Date -3 duly 1963

Official tifle . Paul Aavets 250 Camel GT

Race dislance - 750 milas

STARTING GRID
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6 HOURS OF MID-OHIO

#oUnd 9 of the Intemational Molor Sports Assaciation i[MSA| “Camel GT
Cnampionship.

Date une

Official title - Lumbarmens & hours Camel GT

Race distance -6 hiours

STARTING GRID

Barch 83G-Chevrlet Lola TE00.Cnevrojat
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March 83G Chevrolet

D. Whiltinglon/Donaldsen
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(eley nea Courlney/O'Ngil 191 laps
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Sears Point, under
the clear blue
skies of northern
California,
witnessed some
good racing. Seen
inset are the Lola
T600-Chevrolet of
Morton/Loben-
berg leading the
Jaguar XJR5 of
Tullius/Adam and
the Lola
TE00-Chevrolet
(15) of
Kalagian/Ramsey;
partly masked in
the tall grass is
the March 83G-
Chevrolet (12) of
Bundy/Leon; the
Lola T600-Porsche
(86) of
Haywood/Adams;
and finally the two
previously
mentioned Lola
T600s seen
battling together.
(photos: Blakemore)

Following page:
The ‘Moby Dick’
Porsche 935L
(top) of
Moretti/van der
Merwe and the
Cowart/Miller
March 83G-
Chevrolet. A
battling group
(bottom), with the
Baker/Mullen
Porsche 834
leading the
Cowart/Miller
March 83G-
Chevrolet, the
Morton/Lobenberg
Lola
T600-Chevrolet
and the
Tullius/Adam
Jaguar XJRS.
(photos:
Blakemore)
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BRAINERD 500 KMS

o AL

Hayncod Laven
Datsun ZX turoo
Dev

- ¢ GY
Sovis Asahan Sy Cane O

STARTING GRID
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= Viciony in the BTO class for the quick
Retimmeni on lap 42 of the Bayside Dispo!
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i had made a major cnange
{ J'_“_I,H‘J|EIL’”]\":N Crew in
wd Martini-sponsarad car. In the
absence of Teo Fabi, who was racing an
nddy ¢ 1+ 8 CART event, and of Michale
Altoreto (who didn't have the Brands race
on his schedule), Piercario Ghinzani was
switched 10 the numberane LC/2, with F2
drivers Beppe Gabbiani and Alessandro

56 for Wollek and Johan
; 1o 356 atill being r
alter Wollek's nasty accident at Spa, and
J6st decided to ieave the ancient 938J at
name for once. Apart from the two laclory
15@s, Ihere were private entries from Jur

gen Lasaig's Obermaier Racing ; from
Jahn Fitzpatrick Racing (with Derek War

wick as Filz's co-driver); from Canon
Racing (with F2 Euro-champion Jonathan
Palmer replacing Thierry Boutsen along

side Jan Lammers) , and fram the incre

dible American entrant Preston Henn, For
this race Henn had repainted his Porsche
in the red and white colours of GPY, for two
British newcomars 10 the delights of 956
technigque: tormar Olympic downhill skier
tand F1 drivery Divina Galica; and David
Sutheriand, one of the leading lights from
the Spors 2000 championship sponsored
this year by GP1

Among the absentees were Waller Brun's
Swiss-antared 956 and the Kremer bro-
thers' enltry, although they had brought
along tha tube-frame CK5 which they had
pullt for Le Mans. Driving it again was the
Dutchman Kees Krosemeijer (who had
shunted it at Spa), co-driven by German

Franz Konrad, Frank Jelinski
viled back 1o share Danish dri-
ver Jens Winther's BMW M1, and after
aeveral IMSA appearances in the USA the
Ford-GRID 81 was back, now in the
colours of the Flying Tigers freight airline
A big surprise was the appearance, al last,
of the Chevrolel-engined Tiga which had
been antered but falled 1o appear for seve-
ral earlier races. Driven by i1s Australian
sponsor Neil Crang and long distance
expert Gordon Spice, its distinctly
sketchy standard of preparation sugges-
ted a rastricled budgel.
The weather was beautiful for Friday alter-
noon's untimed practice seasion, inwhich
Warwick set fastest time. The following
day's two limed seasions were both held
under fine conditions and the ballle for
pole position was so0n under way, In fact
there was no holding the works
Rothmans-Porsches, with Bell/Bellof hea-
ding the moming's times with 1m 17.36s,
although the rapid Wollek/Johansson pai-
ring were only two lenths behind, laster
than Ickx/Mass. The Spa winners were
unable to break the 1m 19s barrier, and rei-
gning world champion Ickx appeared par-
ticularly unmotivated. Immediately after
the race he was due 1o fly to North Africa,
——
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map-book in hand, to start a “recce’ for
the forthcoming Paris-Dakar rally in a
Porsche 928, before setting off for Japan
and the Mount Fuji 6 Hours.
Appearances, however, were deceptive —
as they often are with Ickx — and the Bel-
gian had every intention of justifying his
champion’'s reputation. However, unlike
Spa, it was to be his team mate Jochen
; - Mass who took up the cudgels. In the
'G Sh." Olh : 0 b ‘ s afternoon session Mass demonstrated
: T b ; 3 Bl that he's alot more than just a charming
- m a¥ ) and kind-hearted person by setting a im
: e 17.19s |lap, more than fast enough to put
the number 1 Porsche back where it belon-
ged, at the top of the list
AtLancia it was the “private” entryofthe
Mirabella team which came out ahead of
the works entries, although this was no
surprise afterits fine showing in Belgium.
Forthe time being, the leading works Lan-
cia had only onedriver, Patrese, following
the sudden withdrawal of Ghinzani, who
had just received the shocking news of his
mother's death. Patrese's best lap placed
him no higher than 8th fastest overall, and
although Alboreto was hastily co-opted
back into the team, he couldn’t get to
Brands until Sunday morning, when he sat
in the car for the first time during the
warm-up
Behind Patrese it was Preston Henn's
Porsche which turned out to be the slo-
west of the German-engined cars: avalve
had dropped when Henn himself was dri-
ving, and with no spare engine available
the American had to open his cheque
book, take adeep breath and shell out for
areplacement unit from the factory. The
Ford-GRID was in various mechanical
woes and did very few laps, while the bul-
bous Chevrolet-Tigawas suffering with an
oil leak and could do no better than 15th
fastest: Crang had a a fright when the
temporarily-fixed rear wing came loose on
the straight, then swivelled round and cau-
sed all the rear downforce to disappear
The day's final incident of note came
when the BMW-engined URD — which
had been shunted twice at this race last
year by Harald Grohs — went off the road
in a big way while being driven by one of
its French drivers, Francois Duret — at the
exit from Druids hairpin. The URD Renn-
wagen GmbH crew had alot of work todo
in order to get it ready for the race.
On Sunday merning a reasonable crowd
was gathering, thanks to a free 1000 kms
ticket having been included in the price
of a ticket for the following Sunday's
Grand Prix race. But then the weather sud-
denly changed, the sky darkened, the
clowds came lower and lower, and a
strong wing brought with it a ceaseless
drizzle. Bob Wollek, looking impressively
at home under the wet conditions, set fas-
lest time in the warm-up with 1m 38.30s.
By midday, when the race was started, the
rain was coming down so hard that ins-
tead of being merely wet, the track was
completely flooded. There were mini-
lakes in the road, and streams of water
running across it in places.
Ilckx got away superbly from the rolling
start to put himself firmly in front, which
gave him the advantage of a completely
cleartrack forawhile as the others floun-
dered around in each others’ wake trying
to stare through the spray. At the end of
lap one [ckx came through ahead of War-
wick, Bell, Wollek, Francia, Alboreto, Nan-

:;I;’Efrt.v-lour. carsonthe grid for the European ‘‘Drivers ' race at Brands Hatch: fas-
n practice were the two Rothmans-Porsche 95€s. Typifying the whole race is

e shot of Bell/Bellof (2) and Warwick/Fit i I /
th k/Fitzpatrick (11 iani, b
: ,' . " Fitzpatrick (11) side by side. Gabbiani, hel-

i : i and Johansson (8) is picked out in th hil

on Friday. Profiled in the rainwater ;‘:n i 2118 sus e
i : the Ford-GRID § 1 i i

an impressive wet stint. (photos: Winter & DPPI) inwhich de Villota had such

Coming out of
Druids hairpin on
the first lap it’s
Ickx leading Bell,
Warwick, Wollek,
Francia and
Palmer: four
Porsches,

a Lancia

and a Porsche.
(photo: DPPI)

;" 2 wet race, with
eVeral cars ahead
of you, it's
':”Pos‘slbie to see
":'-V""'Tg through
€ Spray, as this

shot of the nini, Palmer, Plankenhorn, Mallock,
Beli/Bejyof Porsche =
demonstrates. ag

(photo: DPPI)
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Yot again it was the BMw ?
B with the help of the qu'::oé::nn.m’
of the Lancia LC/2 is Gabbjan
alongside his 1983 rivats in Fé
4 successfully stays on the rams"
mon, however, retired with lun‘

Ja.HmH, in

9 his Group ¢

from rig
The Aston Martin
Smission failure, (]

h driver Jens Winther (8@,

r8d overajys, i
buf, i

G :h O algg

imrag

Bhotos: Dppi g Wl:l‘:r)

nnini,
(39) of Majjgpy

The best result so
far this year for
Lancia was 4th

at Brands. The
drivers were
Pah-u. (here seen
at the wheel) and

Alboreto, called in
as a last-minute
replacement for

Ghinzani.

gorgeous blue and whit

of the Goodyear rain tyre:
ison with the Dunlops that
unive n the other 956s, under
nditions ry available ounce of
extra gr ade a big difference to lap
tim
After only a quarter of an hour even
e q the conditions
survived a quitk spin at
k to 4th place)
tually taking aturn
rong winds and even
avier rain ¢ aulting the Kent
ountryside. Water was running across
road in rivul averywhere, while the
t'" behind the pits had virfually
e
inimminent danger
anytime, anditsee-
was backing off. The
re Warwick, whose pace
d, and Villota, surpri-
ve al the wheel of the Ford-
Amer Firestone lyres.
At the 40 minute mark, by which time the
der was almost alap ahead of the nea-
t Rothrnans 956, Clerk of the Course
ad that conditions had
that it might be
Itogether. As
ntrolling the race
ar to lead the field
i, It stayed there for
ten minut
bunch up @ ng out the advantage
which Warwick had so brilliantly built up
The talentad Hampshireman did not give
er, and when the green flag
came out to unleash the {
— with the rain still beating
continued to press on until, once again,
he was the best part of one lap ahead of
his nearest rival.
Derek had done so well that when the
refuelling stops began after 90 minutes
{much later than normal due to all the slow
running), his team didn’t hesitate to send
him out for a second stint, bringing his
first period of racing under these tricky
conditions lo no less than two and a half
hours. Those behind, now in the order
Bell/Bellof, lckx/Mass, Alboreto/Patrese,
Lammers/Palmer and Wollek/Johansson
(the latter delayed by a faulty alternator),
were in a hopeless situation because it
wasn't until an hour later that the track
dried out completely “on line", even
though the rain had stopped.
A strip of drying road surface had begun
to appear when Warwick returned to the
pitsasecond time to hand over to Fitzpa-
trick, butl conditions were still exception-
nally tricky. In order to pass cars that were
slow or badly driven (the URD-BMW was
a particularly serious offender) it was
necessary to move offthe dry line to which
they clung and move on to the wet. Inevi-
tably there were many mistakes being
made, at least until the dry line widened
toallow two cars to go through together,
This didn't happen until shortly before the
halfway mark, and from this point
—
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Preston Henn had sent his Porsche 9
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56 .'" the way from Florida to be raced in GPI's
Galica (portrait) and David Sutheriand (at the

: gﬂ the road. Posing for us were Warwick (the

Sl ; s erman; and McKitterick, th i

s {rzZ,,QL’:;':ES:::?::,’;:JQ,;"'z‘ ne lenger youthful 9351(1;]:::{::%3;2:

s (oo Wi DPPI"’ e Lanon-sponsored 956 taken with 2 wide angle

|

[ 4
e
I

2
l

- Y P

DnUNLOF '

The Porsche 95
waltz through 1
water, ¥
Bell/Bellof bl
chased !
Wollek/Johanss’)
as they chil
mraugg f;:h;m
Hill Ben ‘Eﬂmf of
Galicalsuther's
carefully i fd“'
ent
! olls]

:La
{phoro. Nic

onwards there was a fabulous spectacle
for the spectators to enjoy as the drivers
of the fast cars took advantage of the
opportunity to forget about saving fuel
The reason for this was that the five refuel
ling stops meant nothing after the first
scheduled stop had been delayed by 30
minutes. Accordingly the really quick dri-
vers could wind up the boost and drive as
though the remainder of the race was a
sprint-style GP, complete with no-holds
barred gearchanges and splendid attac
king driving

This made things distinctly uncomforta
ble for the less gifted drivers in their
mobile “chicanemobiles’ as the aces
overtook on left and right, often over the
kerbs and occasionally on the grass when
they felt it necessary to stay on the loud
pedal. With Fitzpatrick determined to
maintain the advantage that his co-driver
had so painstakingly built up, the most
impressive performances were being put
in by Patrese/Alboreto, Wollek/Johans-
son, Bell/Bellof and Ickx/Mass. After his
first stint the world champion had claimed
that he had every excuse not to press on
too hard (“'if | make a stupid mistake and
wreck the carl know that the replacement
they'll give me for Mount Fuji will be one

of the older, heavier 956s"). Somehow,
though, he seemed to have thrown all his
caution to the winds and was now driving
in fabulous press-on style

Inevitably, mistakes were being made at
this sprint pace. The Francia/Barilla Lan-
cia LC/2was a casualty when the latter put
itinto the tyre barrier at Clearways, while
Gabbiani/Nannini saw their chances eva-
porate when the engine of their similarcar
started to lose compression on onecylin-
der and they were forced to give up alto-
gether with electrical woes

Newcomer David Sutherland, who had
managed to find areasonably quick pace
as he got more accustomed to the power
of Preston Henn's 956, also made a mis

take which put their car suddenly (and vio

lently) out of contention. This happened
just as the third refuelling stops fell due

for Wollek/dohansson it was also the end,
forthey spent along timein the pits while
the mechanics completed the tricky task
of replacing another alternator. Mean-
while, the race was being settled between
the factory Porsches and the private entry
of John Fitzpatrick Racing

With its hard-won advantage of one lap,
the Anglo-American team continued to
dominate the race order, albeit with the

factory drivers fighting to reduce the defi-
cit. With an hour of hard work behind
them, Bell/Bellof had managed to unlap
themselves, and Ickx/Mass were about to
dothe same. Any chance of Ickx catching
his team mates’ car for 2nd place was tem-
porarily ruined when the world champion
was forced on to the grass in a time-
consuming moment involving (yet again)
the BMW-URD.

Afterthe final stops, however, with tanks
having been only partly filled, it was open
warfare between the three 956s: F1 driver
Derek Warwick was back in the leading
car, Porsche's infant prodigy Bellof was
in the leading works car, and Mass - the
man who had started from pole-lay third.
Bellof putinaterrific effort to catch War-
wick, but it was not enough te give him any
hope of winning, and when he was forced
to make a short unscheduled stop five
laps from the end, through went Mass to
take over second place. The sole survivor
of the Group C Juniors, in 10th place, was
the Giannini-Alba, ahead of the Group 8
winning BMW M1 of Winther/Mercer and
their rapid third driver Frank Jelinski

Didier Braillon

43



—————'-_-_-_‘---

1000 KMS OF BRANDS HATCH .
RESUL
Qualitying round of Ihe European Enduranccﬂ(;gigﬂcﬁ;‘ﬁzf
fvers: N
(I:l':’"\ft_ul‘iorwmchlhe{weprevmusWECrOU 1. Parsche 956 (Warwick/Filzpatrick). 232 Iaps, 606.4 miles kms) in 8hr 01.74s.
GT"i“‘c‘l;lalistTglérrr:abEdrl:?\aslmemahorrll 1000 kms. 1008 mph (162,17 kmih)
3 X k 9 o S
Race distance: 236 1aps of 26 mile (4.21 km) circult lor adﬂ;;S 2 Seanche o8 il Al
{ance of 1001.02 kms. Race halledat 8 hours. as required by 4. Porsche 956 BelliBellof 231 laps
FISA regulations, altér the winners had completed 232120° 4. Lancia LCI2 Aharetolgimes 226 laps
Weather: Rain storm and strong winds during the first 140 5, Porsche 80 L\EJSS\Q‘plar‘Vanh Regout 218 1aps
nours, with track drying after Ihree hours 6. Porsche 856 Weliewdofnason £101aps
Attendance: 25,000 spectalors 7. Porsche 9364 Schornstein/Merl/Heyer 207 laps
HERATIIEE 8. Ford GRID B1 De Villola/McKitlerickiWood 204 laps
9. Parsche 956 Lammers/J.Palmer 201 laps
10. Giannini Alba FinottolFacetti 200 laps
— " 11, BMW M1 Winther/M 190 laps
STARTING GRID 12. Porsche-Kremer CKS Konrad 190 laps
13. Porsche 930 Lateste/Bi 178 laps
iz 14. Chevrolet Tiga GC83 Crang/Spice 178 laps
é ;ﬂnﬂfcnf%e 1. Porsche 858 BMW URD C81 Solly/Cuynet/Duret 174 lapsiretired, engine
ell/Bsllof IckxiMass 15. Porsche 930 Smith/Smith-Haas/Ovey 170 laps
1m 17.36s m 17:19s Mazda Harrier Baker/D.Palmer/Down 132 lapsiretired, engine
11. Porsche 956 8 Porsche 956 Porsche 956 SutherlandiGalica/Hann 119 laps. spun off
FitzpatrickWarwick WollekiJohanssan BMW M1 Jrgensen/Gall/Doren 107 lapsiretired. accident
im 18.04s 1m 17,505 Aston Martin Nimrod Mallock/Salmon 102 [aps/retired, transmission
Lancia LCI2 Francia/Barilia 67 lapsiretired, spun off
6. Lancia LCi2 14, Porsche 856 Lancia LCI2 Gabbiani/Nannini 49 lapsiretired, engine
Francia/Barilia Lammers!d PalmerfLioyd Porsche-Kremer CKS Cleare/DroniR.Jones 41 lapsiretired, engine
1m 20.37s 1m 18.795 Porsche 930 Yyon/Gall/Amato 7 fapsiretired, spun off
4. Lancia LC/2 5. Lanoia LG2
AlboretoiPatrese Gabbiani/Nanninl
1m 22.13s 1m 20465
il Porsche 956 18 Porsche 856
licalHenn i nhom/Regout
1m 24025 1m 24008

22. PorschelKremer CK5 33 Aston Martin Nimrod
Konrad/Kroesemeijer Mallock/Salmon
1m 25.43s m 25.168

48. Ford GRID 81
De ViliotaMcKitterickWood
1m 26.36s

15, Porsche 9364
Schornslein/MerliHeyer
1m 27.07s

63, GianninifAlba 58, Chevrole! Tiga GCE3 |
Finotto/Facetti C!anngmceu i ‘
1m 3021s Im 28.265

82 Mazda Harrier

42. Porschalktemer CK5
Baker/D. Palmer/Down sl

Cleare/Dron/R Jones

1m32.47s 1m 32235
89, BMW M1 56. BMW

] ¥ URD C31
WintheriMercer/Jekinski
1m 35625 oy g
93, Porsche 930 88. BM

W M1
SmithiSmith Haas/Ove:
s Y {gg;n;::ﬁaﬂ:’uomn i i
ey Enciosute

96, Porsche 930 9. P
Lateste/Bienvaul| ;mnf‘ér:\rft:ingaﬁ
1m 46.30 1m 44495

LAP LEADERS

Laps 1 and 2: Porsche a56 (Ickx/Mass).
‘ Laps 2 to 232: Porsche 956 (Warwick/Fitzpatrick).

‘ Fastest lap: Bellof (Porsche 956), 1m 19.88s, 117 787 mph
Group € winner: Porsche 956 (WarwickiFitzpatrick)

Group C Juniar: Giannini-Alba (Finotto/Facatti)

Group B: BMW M1 (wintheriMercer/Jelinski)

EUROPEAN ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP (DRIVERS)

PREVIOUS WINNERS
1966 : David Piper/Bob

| 1. lokxBSpts;2. Mass70pts;3. Bell68pts:4 Wollek 62 pts; 5. Fitzpatrick

L Bondurani (7.0 A

1967 : Phil HilllMike Spence (Ch, C Cobra) — gop : 5 I
1968 aparral 2E.Cy 57 pts: 6, Lassig and Plankenharn 50 pts; 8. Bellof 47 pts: 9. Johansso
mgzjgiglicgmgmnaeuman'ram gl S e oars 37 pts: 11, Boutsen 34 pis; 12, Hobbs 29 pts; BRANDS HATCH ’ EUROPEAN
1870 : Pedro Rodrigu ylfm Heuma"“’mschesna s 13. Schuppan 28pts; 14 Hayar2a0lsi 15, Holoet24 pisi8, Belicken ohe 18 9 83 ENDURANCE
1871 - Hanri Pesca?olemeo Kinnunen (Pq’sc"ag1; ! 22 pts; 17. Warwick, Haywood and Grohs 20 pts, 20. Palmer 17 pis; o Fu CHAMPIONSHIP
1872 Jncky Ieepao/Andrea de Adamich (Alla fere B eirese and Regout 16 pts; 23. Merl 14 pts; 24, Rosberg, Stommelen,
1974+ Joan Pictie Ballenorell tFercar g1gp) — 010 &3 B mil]. Michael Andretti and Alliot 12 pts; 28 Albareto and Déren
1977 Sy 1o Belloiselean-Picrre Jariar (ape soAS 11 pte: a1, Brun, Stuck, Barth and De Narvaez 10 pis: 35. Lioyd 9 pls;
1979 oy Iehxldachen Mass (Rorsche ogg) 1o M570C) _ 36. Jones, Sigala, Larrauri, Edwards and Keegan B pls; 41. Schomstein,
1980 - R Qd OsiiVolker! Merl (Porscha 908 18 Shortgngy %00 s Hamelmann and Gall 7 pts; 44, Needell, Dron, Cleare, Ludwig, Utz, Haldi,

* Riceardo PatreseMalter Rohrl (L angia oy G100 21045 m e B eiila 8 plo: 52. Finolto and Facetti 5 pis; 54. Mallock, Sal-

FBge ~fiorteed o/ g Skl mon, Winther, Mercer, Braun, Jirgensen, Memminger, Kuhn-Weiss, Steck-

1981 : Emilio de Villota/Guy Eq g, Wilson 1 5. De Villota, McKitterick, Wood, Truffo,
1882 - v Edwards (Lola Ta0p. konig, Wilson and Fabi 4 pls;

:Jacky Ickx/Derek Bel (Porsehe 956 m‘ﬂ%"fwuﬂhp ~ 1000 Sigala, Martin and Winter 3 pts; 72. Garcia Naon aéwg Mantiﬂya]E ptsi

A ms, fmg, 75, Henn, Ballot Lena, Schiesser, Sotty, Guynand and Bartapelie 1 pt
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EXTRA,EAIKA

RAINY DAY
REPLACEMENT

ohn Fitzpatrick stood in Ihe track

with both hands raised. He was wel-

coming his own teammate, Derek
Warwick, driving the J. David sponsored
Porsche 956 to victory In the Grand Prix
International 1000 kms at Brands Hatch.
His elation, rarely o exuberantly demons-
trated, symbolised the relief felt by his
own team, his teammate and the frustra-
lion af his many rivals. For to win against
Ihe works Porsche team, and to a lesser
extent the Martini Lancias, is surely a feat
inmodern day Group C Endurance racing,
While wanting to prove that it is worth
buying one of their 160,000 pound Pors-
che 9565, the factory doesn't like to be
beaten by customers : Porsche has taken
steps to ensure Lhat it happens at least
only rarely. The best drivers, including
young Stelan Bellof, and cars that have a
definite if indefinable advantage, ensure
thal Porsche as a team wins races, but
while that keeps Rothmans, Jacky Ickx,
Derek Bell, Jochen Mass and Bellof quite
satisfied, there is a host of unhappy dri-
versand sponsors wha are upset that their
considerable investments are not reaping
gm Lel;uards of success,

or Fitzpatrick, the win meant a|
clally as he has two of Pomche'gté::eprt
;sliva products, and works them hard.
When we decided (o do this series at the
end of last year, | didn't realise or think
that the faclory cars would. be as good as
they are. | said that if we didn't win one
race this year, we'd be disappointed. Ang
when the season started with awin forthe
Jost Porsche at Monza, it looked as if we
as customers might have a chance, But
since then, we've had bad fuck and the
works cars have just disappeared into the
gisrance. [thought we'd neverwin arace, "
ﬂnesrgoh:goﬁe% rumours thal Fitz's faith.,
] 5 : n
based in Los Angeles buhif:&?i?gf 2;1'
around the world, had ceaseq its invol
;ng_nt wltth che team. That would have beg\;
isaster for Fitz, but the ‘
Sombie i e
ours afler Roif Stomme as kill,

at Riverside that J. Davfg’ wmg ﬁ#’gﬂf
but that was only people talking. | gon't
know where these rumours come from. A
lot of peaple get Jealous when you have
4 good sponsor, but there are 60 gues:
:2 g%;f;:::ﬁ;::m y suite here at a,ang@ a --§
i as J. David painted aff over

inly doing i spon-
sor. After winning that { ersid
event, 23?;? cg‘rgzen}'rg_t g’cs .
[ secon in the CanAm i
eligible for IMSA hginmﬁs?ﬂgsw&,

Filzis certainly doing his bit for

at Heathrow Airport on Thyr:

ol the

-anAm race at Elkhart Lake a foy wees
ago, and in fact, this car with whiel "w:'
won at Brands Hatch, I drove to thirg ofa..
at Mosport fast weekke '

ok it siraight to Brands. We already had
:g& other ggf prepared af.'erls,oa. and we
ran them both on the Friday. before
Brands. We do two six-hour races on an
engine beloreitis rebuill, but the CanAm
carhad only done two hours and that felt
alitile bit betler. Furthermore, that cerﬁad
oneoriwo little modifications on it which
seemed lo work. We've been developing
the 956 over the last couple of months and
did some testing at Willow Springs, where
the temperature was 110degrees fahren-
heit, and our mods seemed to work. It's
to do with cooling but I'm nol going to be
too specific. The works will find out in the
end, but we'll keep the details to oursel-
ves for as long as we can... "
Developing Porsche's product is one of
the few ways that a privateer can hope 10
beat the factory, but Fitz had another wild
card : Goodyear tyres. His long standing
relationship with the Akron firm and his
success in the United States have meant
that he has retained a Goodyear confract:
hisis theonly team in Group C to run these
tyres. The factory uses Dunlops, whose
qualifier proved to be better in practice,
but the Goodyears were better when it
mattered: in the race. “ And that was in the
dry as much as in the wet, " added Fitz.
" Weneverhad asingie tyre problem, even
though Derek sometimes had two wheels
on the grass when overtaking wayward
cars in the wet. "
And that was another factor in the John
Fitzpatrick Racing team's favour: Derek
Warwick, Grand Prix driver and novice
Group C racer. In the early hours of a June
moming this year, Derek Warwick had
wearily trudged back to the Kremer
motor-home in the Le Mans paddock
saying, “/ suppose I'll have to phone
withanother hard Juck story. That'
#:;' eﬁygseem_ tobe saying these &ays_ E
nd Prix International sponsored

Kremer CK5 had just reti

L red, Derek
enjoyed the €xperience, but it hag bgzg
 Of his Grand Prix
tbeen on the rgs.
the

as successful as m
races. Indeed, he ha?;‘t o
trum _since
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race. In the soaking wet conditions, ¢
¢ar behaved admirably, even

Derek

Spent much of his time

thoug
avoidind

9yrating rivals or wandering backmarkers:

6

Problem was passing

psﬂﬂw'

because they coulan't see anything !
theirmirrors. I don't blame them, becaus

I couldn't see 4

either,

You just had to pick your

nything in my Mif

momen

l0overtake, and h ould "
! ope that they w .
change thejr (ines. But on three 2°

Slons, |

S actually went off onto the
on @ Straight when people mo!
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gras?
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ved 0 Phe

ads nd

Sind Ieft handed Surtees corner 10 i
oty Sallca's Porsche and Emil de
23 GRID stationary and D!

acrogg
them the tr

built y

Tace

ith the pace car because ©

ack, Fortunately he M
oth. Despite the soaking track: ds

ani e
hﬁn‘g nimpressive lead of

w
deci

io cide
i55€
is he

45 secaﬂ

lerk of the course Peter Browio
ed o “ control ' the speed of!

f worse”

ning conditions.

Fitzpatrick's team manager Keith Greene
and Derek's Formula 1 entrant, Alex
Hawkridge, were both furious that Brow-
ning had taken this step, which had effec-
tively reduced a 45 second lead to 12
seconds as the field closed up. Fitzpa-
trick, however, was more philosophical.
" It was bad and the track was flooded, !
think they probably intended to stop the
race but then the weather eased up. If they
hadn’t put out the pace carand there had
been an accident, we would have blamed
them for not putting it out. The arganisers
did the right thing. | think Peter Browning
acted correctly throughout the weekend,
pulling peoplein if they weren'tusing t&;elr
mirrors and that sort of thing, He was very
safety conscious." :
Butitdidn't prevent anumberof otherinci-
dents, two of which could have cost the
J. David 956 the race. Villota's GRIDspun
at Clearways, right in front of Fitz. * He

spun in front of me and | was already in
the corner. | couldn't help but spin as well,
although fortunately | kepl the engine run-
ning. That GRID seemed to do its best to
disregard every other car on the track. It
was incredible. The trouble was that it was
quick enough to be a nuisance if you
couldn't overtake it." el
* That moment took ten years off my life,
added Warwick, going on to recount his
own dramaduring the final ten laps of the
race. “ | came up on a Porsche 911 which
had been keeping well over for most of the
race. The driver had been superb, leaving
me lots of room, but this time the driver
obviously couldn't see me and he closed
the gap as | was going through. [ had to
go up on the kerb and bent the bodywark
which in turn affected the cooling. The
temperature shot up during the last few
laps. "

Bgl to everyone's relief, Derek took the
chequered flag, and won the race. He had

wen only his third ever endurance race.

and it's a type of racing he enjoys. " i

some ways, the set-up is more relaxed

than in Grand Prix racing, but the driving

certainly is hard work. You have to think
‘about fuel economy and you have to be
easy on the car but fast as well. It's not
about doing a quick lap, though. It's being
lucky enough to pass the other cars. |
must have touched aboul six other cars

during the race."”

Derek's fan club, his father, brotherin law,
good friends and about 50 people from his
home town of Alresford were delighted

that he had ended his streak of bad luck.
Fitz was delighted too, but had a rather
tricky job to complete : how lo tell David
Hobbs that they'd won. ' I'm almost too
embarrassed... | really hope that he's won
his Transam race. |don't know what to say
to him... but he'll be back with me in

e Bob Constanduros




With its 5-litre V8
Chevrolet engine
prepared by Alan Smith

. in Derby, its smooth
lines and glorious colour
resembling a classic
Ferrari, the Tiga GC83
driven by Englishman
Gordon Spice and
Australian Neil Crang
produced a wonderful
effect on the senses.
Originally entered for Le

N Mans, and then for Spa,
it eventually appeared at
the Brands Hatch
1000Kms, looking as
though it had been
hurriedly prepared,

Watched over by its Kiwi
creator Howden Ganley
(left), the former BRM,
Iso-Williams and March
driver, it managed io
finish the race in spite of
a series of problems that
began in the rainstorm.
For Ganley'’s little
company - which he
started seven years ago
with another ex-F1
driver, Australian Tim
Schenken - the
stumbling block is the
familiar one {insufficient
budget). A full season is
expensive, so we can

only hope that the cash
will be available for the
splendid sound of the V8
to carry on rumbling into
1984.

(photos: Bovy/DPPI)
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Group C

7 Junior, created
y FISA to encourage
exceptionally
economical
chassis/engine
combinations in
endurance racing, has
not caught the
imagination of the
constructors. As at Spa,

for the Brands Hatch
1000Kms there were
but two entries in the
class. Undeniably the
faster of the two was
the four-cylinder turbo-
engined Giannini-Alba
(63) driven by veteran
Italians Martino Finotto
and Carlo Facetti,
which went on to finish
10th overall. The
Mazda-Harrier (63) with
its Japanese rotary
engine, driven by the
British enthusiasts Roy
Baker, David Palmer
and Richard Down,
retired after 132. The
cause was not this
harmless spin in the
rain but a problem with
the engine.

(photos : Winter,
Bovy/DPPI &
Strebelle/First Line)-
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LIGHTING
TIME

A dull thud from the exhaust and »
wondrous burst of flame from the
turbo produce a striking conirast

between the brighiness of the
burned fuel and the greyness of a
stormy day in the Ardennes. it’s all
captured in this shot of Kiaus

Ludwig In the Ford Zakspead C1/4

during the Spa 1000 Kms.
{photo: Strebelle/First Line)



Lo ee—
BLACK PATCH
Racing in the wet at Spa has been, and
always will be, the ultimate test of a
driver’s ability. And when, God wil-
ling, the storms pass on, just to have
survived is a major achievement.
Thierry Boutsen rescues the Canon
Porsche 956 from near disaster.

(photos: Strebelle/First Line & Var-
giolu/DPPI)




HEAVY
ARTILLERY

The stormy conditions at the
beginning of the Brands Hatch
1000Kms altered the whole
pattern of the race: having been
forced to run so slowly by the
rain, the drivers were able to
forget about saving fuel whern a
last the sun came out. Those w.
turbos were able to turn up t
boost and drive, for once, flat oul.
he most brilliant in these
is was the Frenchman
vhose JGst Racing
alas, eliminated
for the lead by an
aiternator problem.
(photo: Bovy/DPPI)

Bob
Porsche
from the ba




GOOnSYEAR

THE WET SLAP...

| Britain was to see the second defeat of
the season for the works Porsche 956s:
|after Monza (where the Jést entry pul-
led off a beautifully calculated win), it
was the turn of the Fitzpatrick team at
Brands. For ‘Fitz’’ and his F1 co-driver
Derek Warwick the foundations of vic-
tory were laid in the first two hours,
when the track was at its wettest and
they were able to exploitthe advantage
| of their Goodyear tyres over the rival
Dunlops. (photos: Bovy/DPPI)
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ICING
ON THE CAKE

Once again the works Porsche
95658 outclassed their rivais and
took up a fratricidal duel. A
mistake in the pits unexpectedly
turned the race to the advaniage
of Derek Bell/Stefan Beilof (2} and
against Jacky ickx/Jochen Mass
(1); in the background the

i majestic 12,400 ft Fuji-yama
' looks down from its

snow-capped peak.

{photos: Foulon{DPPI)
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> ‘7 . 5 :
HE ORIENTALS LOOK

More than 80,000 slant-eyed spectators ¢
Mount Fuji 1000Kms, making this penuiti
World Endurance Champiunship' the second mogy Popular,
after Le Mans. The EasUWssrracmgchaHgngg ~which may
one day turn to Japan's advantage — heid their complete
attention.

(photos: Foulon/DPPI)

ame to watch the
mate round of the




IMPACT

Having started from the fourth
row of the grid, the fastest of the
Japanese-built cars proved to be

the Toyota-Dome 83C, and its
excellent fuel consumption helped

it to move up to 3rd place for a
while. Several laps from the end,

however, it picked up a slow
puncture while Keiji Matsumoto
was at the wheel. The deflating
tyre eventually exploded, sending
the Dome into an impressive
series of spins at over 160 mph. It
hit the guard rail, hard, in front of
the pits, spinning along the road
and alerting the marshals. While
Matsumoto was being doused with
fire extinguisher powder, the
Clerk of the Course wisely decided
to stop the race five laps earlier
than expected.

(photos: Foulon/DPPI and
Teissedre/DPPI)



Yet again the
Rothmans-
Porsches were
out in front:
Bell/Bellof we{ﬂ
through to win
after the
Ickx/Mass ¢ar
delaminated an
lnjudiclous!y-
fitted tyre. T
mistake was the
cause of serious
damage (photo)
to the bodfyw':"'_y
ac!
of the e,

(photo: pPPI)

here's nothing very oriental
about the Mount Fuji eircuit
except the famous mountain
which overlooks it on the sur-
th prisingly rare occasions when
dee(fmmj lifts. The circuit itself, surroun-
la byrolling hills and looking overaval-
anyd"s like a combination of South Africa
wi h“a'y- Kyalami-at-Mugello as it were,
alwa!ong straight in one direction and
unGdly return section. The corners are
h:sua”y,cha"enging insofaras most of
a rem don't have an identifiable apex, as
2 Iesult of which t's difficult to find 2
ulckline, especially for the fastestcars,
ncr‘\_.g to Fujiinvalves a 17 hour flight via
Min Orage in Alaska, where one has 2
a'ur;"eS in which to stretch the legs an
Wea{ilhg duty-free goods. Normally the
thay. o' 8 fine and warm at this time 0
9 gearlr:'"apﬂn.al’lhoughthebumpynde
°W;r Air France 747 as it flew soU #
Othe 'ds the Japanese islands suggeste
th rWlﬁe'""faclitw;asrunningl:hrough
impecommotion created bY typhoon
for gy 1en, which had beenresponsible
ang 1. Jeaths of 21 people in jandslides
Wag 100ds below. Tokyo's Narita al rport
S0dden o arrival: it then tookno1es3

than four hours to cover the 120 kilome-
tres by bus to the hotel at Hakone, near
the circuit. And throughpulThursday. Fri-
day and Saturday the giant peak we had
come such alongway tosee remained so
firmly cloistered behind its protective
layer of cloud that some .member5401 the
parlystariedto wonderif itreally existed...
Japan, therefore, is a long way from
Europe And although the Japanese
assault is about to be felt in Grand Pnlx
racing, for the time being the country’s
sports-racing car industry is exporting
surprisingly few of its products. Nave_nhei
less, there is @ well-supported nationa
char'npinnshipimneland of therising sun,
with six roundsanhecountry s two major
circuits. As pefits the company whOSﬁ
rotary-engined Group C Jumorcan;a wga
theirclass at this years Le M:ns, t‘%znal
is the most pralific name in the nati e
series although there aremore powerfu
lrieé from Toyota and Ntssgn-Dalsun.
‘?’lr-:us it was that the Mount Fuji 1°UOK’T‘§
i omingan EasllWestchaltenge.wn
o est of the knowledge that

inter
::r:netsql%ig;: :nd Nissan are considering

a full-plooded attempt on the WEC for
Makes at some future date.

Mazdaspeed had only one works entry at
Fuji, bringing out the 717C which had
already been seen at Le Mans and ente-
ring itin Group Crather than CJunior. The
policy of the other two major manufactu-
rers is somewhat different, however: ins-
tead of building their own cars they supply
works-built engines to private teams, lea-
ving them to buy or build suitable racing
chassis as they wish.

Nissan is known to have a 3-litre V6 engine
almost ready for racing, but for the time
they are relying on a turbocharged 2.1-litre
four-cylinder unit. Three drivers — all of
whom once raced for the factory team —
have been given engines: Masahiro
Hasemi, Kazuyoshi Hoshino and Haruhito
Yanagida. All three have turned for their
chassis to the Le Mans company, which
notonly makes racing cars butis alsothe
official March importer to Japan. Yana-
gida's LM30C, entered by the Central 20
Racing Team, is known as a"'Fairlady Z,"
while lhe front-engined car raced by Masa-
hiro Hasemi races as a "“Skyline” (both
trade-marked Datsun names). Similarly,
Hoshina's March 83G masquerades as a
“Sylvia." T
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wetly the same method is
orts two Dome chas
thils turbocharged four

3, WhiC

cars fittec

/linder engine, also ¢

Fitzpatrick crashed his J.David 956 on Thursday ofap e and deci
not to try and repair it; his attempts to hire the spare Rothmans Porsche failed;
the Nissan Skyline has a centraily mounted four cylinder turboengine developing

]

nearly 600 bhp. Mount Fuji finally made an appearance on race day, capped with An enormous
a new fall of snow while the receptions given by Mitsuwa Motors, importers of crowd came to
Pu;sches to Japan, were superb. watch the 33
(photos: DPPI) cars in the Fuji

1000Kms -

surely it was one
of the most
profitable races
of the season.
(photo: DPPI) nessman and long-time Pt
who has no fewer than th
museums, one of them sol
first love. Incredi
o straight in

Pescarclo managec
one piece

Needell drives
the attractive
Ford-Dome
RC83; the rear
end is similar to

A great friend and rival of
Ryoji Hayashi, wt
thing company

Boutsen had
its Hayashi's pink
predecessor’s was hardly a coinci

but with more of
a flare.
(photo: DPPI)

{the same
Porsche... To keep up therive
too has a carcollection
he jealously protects from
and naturally he had t
Thus it was that he had invited the Kremer
brothers to bring along their ex-Jones, ex-
Andrettis example, with an option to buy
it afterwards forthe museum. Fate, howe
ver, soon intervened (see Extra, Extra)
The non-arrival of the Lancias (which
greatly displeased the race organisers)
left European honours in the hands of the
six 956s and the atmospheric-engined
BMW Sauber C7 which had gone so well
at Le Mans, now in the ha of the Ita-
lian Fulvio Ballabio and the Swiss Max
Welti. The works Rothmans-Porsche team
had its two star pairings of Ickx/Mass (last
year's winners) and Bell/Bellof, who had
abrand new chassis, 009, to replace 004.
There was also aspare 958, for use mainly
as a camera car

Preston Henn's 956 arrived in the colours
of Advan (Yokohama tyres), with Alpha
Windsurf as a last minute sponsor, and
Henn was sharing it with John Paul Jnr
and Kunimitsu Takahashi. In Walter
Brun's new 956 were Kenji Takahashi
(norelation) and Clemens Schickentanz
The yellow and black New Man Porsche
of the Jos! team, a non-starter at Brands
followingits accident at Spa, was making
its return in the hands of Bob Wollek, Hans
Heyer and Volkert Merl. And the Brands
———

had recru

The Nissan-
Powered cars
were named
after production
t;"lod'els in the
atsun range:
the LMO3c o
called the
Fairlady z, 5
thoroughbred

. facing ca
reminding one o;
the Loia T600.
(Photo: DPPY)
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—_ B Hatch winner, John Fitzpatrick, had one
of his two J. David-sponsored 9568, with
regular co-driver David Hobbs back along-
side him.

The nine Porsche 956s represented the
opes of no fewer than four different tyre
cturers: Goodyear (Fitzpatrick and
suda); Dunlop (Rothmans, Trust and

t); Yokohama (Brun and Henn); and

igestone (Kremer).

p CJuniorhas yet to prove its attrac-

, but five cars was the best entry

ear. The regular Giannini-Alba of

Facettiwas joined by the Lotec-

BMW of the German Kurt Lotterschmid.

here were three March 75S-based

iors” with coupé bodies designed
uilt by Takuya Yura, the man who is
ponsible for the chubby bodies seen
in Europe on the works Mazda 717Cs

Each of the March entries has adifferent

engine: Mazda, Toyota and BMW

X ugh not eligible for world cham-

pionship points, the field was completed

by locally-entered GT cars, mostly the ine-

vitable Mazda RX7s but also including a

Group B Nissan (Datsun) 240RS

Untimed practice began on Thursday,

when the visitors had their first opportu-

nity to familiarise themselves with the dif-
ficult Fujicircuit and its bumps. John Fitz-
patrick, who despite his 20 years of racing
had never been to Japan, had the misfor-
tune to go off the road heavily when his

956 punctured a tyre in the corner before

the pits

The car was clearly unraceable, and in

spite of arequest to rent the spare Roth-

mans 958, Fitz was obliged to scratch his

entry. This was to be only the first of a

serious of four major accidents over the

weekend. Meanwhile, the JER mechanics
turned their attention to looking after Mat-

suda's Pescarolo/Boutsen Porsche 956,

Peter Sauber’s
BMW-engined
C7, which had
such a reliable
run to ninth at
Le Mans was
again
troublefree at
Fuji, this time in
the hands of Max
Welti and Fulvio
Ballabio. The
latter brought
Topolino
sponsorship
which is none
other than
Italy’s
translation of
Mickey Mouse.
(photo: DPPI)

Hagiwara (Nissan-March 83G),
856) were three competitive Ja
were fitted with either Coswo
that d_n v]en by G_eoﬂ Lees, powered by 2 Toyota, suddenly caught fire during Friday
;-:ar:‘-rmg s unofficial practice and was badly damaged; beiow left, Yoshiho Matsuda;
e Kremer brothers had to rebuild their 956 before raceday, while Preston H:nn-’s’ By winning at
Fuji, Bell/Bellof
brought their
win tally to two
after Silverstone
which puts them

Hasemi(Nissan Skyline turbo) and Fujita (Porsche
panese drivers, seen from top to bottom; the Domes
rth DFL (middle) or Toyota turbo engines (below);

model is seen in the pits. (photos: DPPI)

equal with ‘
whose mechanics clearly needed some
vl Rommans experienced assistance.
Glyscs The next day, the lkuzawa's team Toyota-
Ickx/Mass.

Dome suddenly burst into flames. Geoff
Lees couldn't find the door catch to get
himself out of the carand while flames lic-
ked at his face, only otherdrivers were on
hand to help. Finally, he managed to leap
out and later, his hands trembling as he
spoke, he admitted “/ thought | was a
goner.” On Saturday, it was Philippe
Alliot's turn.

The factory Porsches dominated practice
and shattered the im 12s lap record. Bel-
lof set pole position, while Bell reckoned
they should have got down to the 1m 9s
bracket

In the afternoon, Jacky Ickx and Jochen
Mass, who turned 37 that day, spent the
session fine-tuning their 956 without
trying to set a time. There was no doubt
that the two works 956s wouldn’t be bea-
ten. Boutsen, however, did well to slot his
‘museum-piece’ into third spot on the grid,
after Keith Greene and his men had made
“one or two little modifications,” as
Thierry described them with aslight smile.
The race started in the sun but a quarter
ofan hourlate, not ahopeful sign fromthe
land of the quartz watch! However, the
works Porsches looked as though they
were making up for lost time when the

(photo: DPPI)

Pescarolo had
never driven a
956 in a race

until Porsche race got under way. Stefan Bellof led from

collector Jochen Mass while Schuppan, Wollek and

Ma'deoshlho Boutsen followed, but at a respectable
a asked distance.

Thiars im to join Stefan immediately established a rapid

¥ Boutsen pace. He was already lapping backmar-

in his 956, s

{photo: pppy)
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Pescarolo and Boutsen first drove together for Rondeau but were back together

again in a Porsche at Fuji; the rostrum, left to right: Mass, Ickx, Bell and Bellof;
Jackyrelaxes, Katherine provides the piliow; Lees chats to Derek Bell and teammate
Daly before his Toyota-Dome caught fire; detail shots of the Nissan-powered LMO3C
(called the Fairlady Z) and the March (christened Silvia), the Iatter was the first
non-Porsche home in seventh place.

(photos: DPPI)

Stefan Bellof,
the winner, and
second placed
Jochen Mass are
two Germans of
different eras,
but both
recognise the
need to keep fit.
(photo: DPPI)

First of the non-
works Porsches
-an achievement
in itself - was
the long-tailed .
version run by
Nova
Engineering
which has won |
all the Japanese
endurance
events in the 9
hands of IS
Schuppan/
Fujita.
(photo: DPPI)

Bob Wollek
shared the New
Man Porsche
956 which was
crashed at Spa
with Mer! and
Heyer, but in
Imfshing fifth,
Bob Jost ay) hope
of becomi
Worlg Champi:g
this year,
(Photo: DPPI)

he fourth lap, and a
nly fourothe tillon thesame
lap as the two Rothmans Porsches. The
younger German was trying hard to leave
his 37 year old (just) compatriof,
Jochen Mass. If he could pull )
it would make things easier for co-driver
Derek Bell, still in with a good chance of
winning the World Championship from
Jacky Ickx. But Jochen wasn't giving an
inch. On the 17th lap, he overtook the Bel-
56 at the first corner and this time it
was the younger man attempting to keep
up with his older compatriot. When the
works Porsches came in to refuel around
the 40 lap mark, they were already a lap
ahead of their nearest rival, in this case
the TOM'S Toyota-Dome whose frugal

! 't require refueling

behin

for another eigk
On the 60th lap, Bell was overtaken by
Ickx. The Englishman's works car was
understeering badly, while Jacky's hard
vork the previous afternoon in setting up
ar was bearing fruit. His car was
andling perfectly. And Derek's fate see-
med to have been sealed when he brought
his Porsche into the pits just before the
third hour with a punctured tyre. Only a
f sconds were lost, but it seemed that
nothing now would upset a Rothmans
Porsche 1-2: Ickx/Mass from Bell/Bellof.
But an the lead 956 came into the pits
for its third fuel stop, the mechanics fit-
ted tworighthand rear wheels. It was abad
mistake. lckx covered 15 laps with one
tyre turning in the wrong direction from
that for which it was designed, and then
suddenly it delaminated and blew

For once, Lady Luck had smiled on Bell
and Bellof. And their win was confirmed
even earlier than expected. The Toyota-
Dome suffered adeflating tyre and quite
suddenly the tyre blew on the pit straight
Thecar hit the barrierand came to rest on
the track where it was promptly covered
with fire exinguisher powder. Wisely, the
organisers decided to stop the race with
the red flag, and the order was taken five
laps short of full distance

The Fujita/Schuppan long-tailed 956 finis-
hed third after a steady race, a lap ahead
of the Matsuda 956 which was delayed by
abad misfire during the second half of the
race. Fifth was the New Man 956 which
suffered two collisions when Merl was dri-
ving, and later another which caused a
puncture. Walter Brun's Porsche lost time
when a turbo had to be replaced: it finis-
hed sixth. The first of the locally-built cars
was the Nissan-March which took seventh
place despite anose damaging collision,
but the faster was the TOM'S Toyota-
Dome. Hoshino was as high as third,
usually in the top six, until a collision
damaged the front bodywork and repla-
cing it relegated the car to ninth place.
“‘We share our prize-money in the Porsche
team," said Derek Bell after the race, “and
it's so good here that last year| won more
for retiring than | did for winning Le
Mans!"

Porsche won, the Japanese lost. That's no
surprise really but the local cars aren't
entirely uncompetitive, as the unfortunate
Toyota-Dome teams proved. In 12months,
the story may be different, but meanwhile,
the clouds drew aveil across Mount Fuji
and the European Group C invasion was
over for another year.

Bob Constanduros
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FUJI 1000 KMS

World Endurance Championship for Makes, round six

Date: Oclober 2, 1983

Original distance: 230 laps of 4. 359 kms (2.709 miles) circuil,

1002.57 kms, 622.967 miles

Actual distance: 225 laps of 4.359 kms circult, 980.775 kms,

809.424 miles

Weather: overcast and cloudy during pre-practice, increa:

singly sunny on practice and race days, warm
Allendance: 83,000 speclators

STARTING GRID

1. Porsche 956
Ickx/Mass

im 10.51s

12. Porsche 956
WollekiHeyer/Merl
1m 11.69s

8. Porsche 956
Schickentanz/Kengi
Takahashi

1m 13.19s

17. Toyola-Dome/TOM'S
B83C

K. Matsumoto/Kaora Hos:
hino/Sekiya

1m 13.50s

7. Ford DFL:Dome RCB3
Needell/Eigh

1m 14.12s

63. Giannini-Alba
Finotto/Facetti

1m 18.14s

21. Porsche 956
Johansson/Alliot

1m 19.00s

10. Nissan-Skyline turbe €
Hasemi/Tohira

1m 19.86s

88, BMW-March MCS1
Motohashi/A. Suzuki
1m 20.69s

81, Toyola-March MCS1
Misaki/Nakamura

1m 21.57s

181. Mazda RX7
Seino/Kitagawa/Nakajima
1m 26.41s

180, Mazda RX7
ShiratorilS. Suzuki/lhara
1m 27.95s

123, Mazda RX7
Ohya/Katsukillshikawa
1m 28275

125, Mazda RX7
Sawada/Okamoto/Sugiyama
1m 29.10s

125. Mazda RX7

. Malsumato/Shi.
megifOgura

1m 29.27s

136. Nissan Fairlady
Nagata/Miyagawa

1m 29 92

“102, Nissan 240RS
ShibuyalAiba

1m 32525

* Did not start, driver ||

2. Porsche 956
Bell/Bello!

im 10.02s

3. Porsche 856
Pescarolo/Boutsen
1m 11.34s

6. Porsche 856
FujitalSchuppan
1m 11.98s

23. Nissan:March 83G
Kazuyoshi Hoshino/A
Hagiwara
1m 13,295

48. Porsche 956
Henn/Kunimitsu Taka
hashi/Paul Jnr

m 13.89s

20. Nissan-LMO3C
Yanagida/WadaTomioka
m 14
62. Mazda-March MCS1
Tolani/Akaike

im 18.83
B85, BMW:Lotec MIC
Lotterschmid/Nagas
Suzuki

1m 19.05s

16. Mazda 717C
Terada/Yoshino/Dieudonne
1m 2057s

46. BMW-Sauber C7
Ballabio/Welti

im 21275

121. Mazda RX7
OCguchilFujimura

WECKZ1,000kmBRRA R mrmesmmcene

1m 25.49s

120. Mazda RX7

H. Okada/MorimoioiS.
Okada

1m 26.89s

182, Mazda RX7
AraifY. Hagiwara

1m 28.08s

130. Mazda RX7
ItabashiTabata

1m 298.00s

133, Mazda RX7
Kusanollsozaki/Furusawa
1m 28,155

122, Toyola Celica
Hitemi/Koma

im 29.73s

171. Nissan Sunny LZ14

JitsukawaiSekine
1m 31.625

PREVIOUS WINNERS
1882 Jacky Ickx/dochen Mass (Porgche 956)

arch 83G
NI55€:S,march MCS1
o Dome/TOM S 83C
T(p].'lW sauber C7

nnink:Alba

e e e
z=dzom po]
B3RS 3
= :
: e
=) z

da RX7"
Mazda RX7 "
mazda RX7°
Mazda RX7

o

J LMO3C
[:::zg;‘ékyline turbo C
Nissan Sunny LZ 14
Mazda-March MCS1
Nissan Fairlady®
porsche 956

Mazda RX7"
BMW-March MCS1
Mazda 717C
BMW:-Lotec M1G

Mazda RX7"

956 (BelliBellof). 225 1aps, 980.775 kms (59 424 i
ies}in

Ickx/Mass
Fu;natSchuppan

Pescaroluiauulsen

WuﬂekiHeyenMerL

SchickentanziTakg
HoshmmHagnwavahasm

Misaki/Nakamura

Malsummﬂ/Hushma'Saknya

Ballabio/Weiti
Finotto/Facetti

Shnratorl{Suzukwlhara

Hiomi/Koma

OhyaiKalsukuIshmawa

SeinolKitagawa
ElghiNeedell
Shimegl/Ogura

OkadalMarimoto/Okada

IltabashilTabata

Kusanollsozaki/Furusawa

Johansson/Alliot
Sawada/Okamotal
Yanagida/Wada
Hasemi/Tohira
Jitsukawa/Sekine
Totani/Akaike
NagataiMiyagawa

HenniTakahashi/Paul

OguchilFujimura
Motohashi/Suzuki
Terada/Yorino/Die

sakalSuzuk|
ArailHagiwara

224 |aps.
219 lags
218 laps
208 laps
203 laps
198 laps
198 [aps
196 laps
196 laps
190 lapg
178 laps
177 laps
169 laps
163 laps
148 laps)

122 lapsiratirad

98 laps/retired

9z Iapsiretirad oj| leak

Sugiyama  gg Iapsiretirad

89 tapsiexciuded oil fil)
88 lapsiretired oil leak

81 lapsiexciuded

81 lapsiretired gearbox
76 |apsiNot classitied
64 lapsiretired, accidant

damage
64 lapsfretirad

57 lapsiretired. overheating
udone 24 lapsiretired, engine
Lotterschmid/Naga-

19 lapsiretired, engine

11 lapsiretired

» Entered in GT Japan class, not eligible for WEC points

4 hre 57m 06.36s. 198,088 kmih

Not classiliaa
142 lapsiNoy classified

17 lapsiNot classified

LAP LEADERS

Laps 1 to 16: Porsche 956 (Bellof/Bell)
Laps 17 to 20: Porsche 956 (Mass/lckx)
Laps 21 1o 38 Porsche 956 (Bellot/Bell)
Laps 39 to 40: Porsche 956 (Mass/Ickx)
Laps 41' Porsche 956 (Boutsen/Pescarolo)
Laps 42 to 59: Porsche 956 (Bellof/Bell)
Laps 60 to 82: Porsche 956 (Ickx/Mass)
Laps 83 to 84: Porsche 956 (Bell/Bellof)
Laps 85 to 124: Porsche 956 (lckx/Mass)
Laps 125 to 129 Porsche 956 (Bell/Bellaf)
Laps 130 to 179 Parsche 956 (Ickx/Mass)
Laps 1B0 te 202: Porsche 956 (Bell/Bellof)
Laps 203 to 206 Porsche 956 (lckx/Mass)
Laps 207 to 225: Porsche 956 (Bell/Bellof)

Full
2.10.83

WORLD
ENDURANCE
CHAMPIONSHIP

WORLD ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP (DRIVERS)

1. Ickx 85 pis; 2. Bell 74 pts: 3. Mass 70 pts:4. Wollek 64 pts; 5. Bellof55
pis; 6. Boulsen 44 pls; 7. Lassig and Plankenhorn 42 pts: 9. Schuppan40
pts; 10. Fitzpatrick 37 pts; 11. Johansson 36 pts; 12. Lammers 35 pls;
13. Heyer 30 pts: 14. Hobbs 29 pls: 15. Schickentanz 28 pts; 16. Holberg
24pts: 17. Haywood and Grohs 20 pis; 19. Mer| 18 pts: 20. Palmer 15 pts:
21. Rosbert, Stommelen, Mario Andretti. Michael Andratti. Alliot and Fujita
12pts; 27. Doren 11pts:28. Brun, Stuck. Barth, De Narvaez and Pescarolo
10 pts; 33. Lloyd 9 pts, 34. Jones. Sigala. Larrauri. Edwards. Keegan and
Regout 8 pts; 40. Hamelmannand Gall 7 pts;42. Needell, Dron. Cleare. Lud-
wig, Utz. Haldi. Francia. Barilla, Patrese and Takahashi 6 pts: 52. Mallock.
Salmon, Finollo. Facelti, Winther, Mercer. Braun, Jurgensen Memminger.
Kuhn-Weiss, Steckkanig, Wilson. Fabi, Kazuyoshi Hoshino and Hagiwara
4 pls; 67. Truffo. Sigala, Schornstein, Martin. Winter, Misaki and Nakamura
3pts; 74. Alboreto. Garcia, Naon. Monloya, Matsumoto. Kaoru Hoshino and
Sekiya 2 pts; 81. Henn, Ballol-Lena. Schiesser, Sotty. Cuynet, Bertapelle.
Ballabio and Welti 1 pt.

WORLD ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP (MAKES)

104 p1s: 2. Lancia17 pts; 3. Aston Martin and Nissan-March 4
::}spg.’ngfota-IXarch and BMW:-Sauber 3 pts; 7. Giannini Alba. BMW and
Toyota-Doma 2 pts; 10. BMW-URD 1 pt.




EXTRA, EXTRA

INSTANT REBUILD

66 've never seen a car so des-
Dtreym’," said Philippe Alliot
ruefully after the first practice
session at Fuji. He'd turned into the flat-
in-fifth final corner — and his Porsche 956
had just gone straight on. There were
some who said that he'd turned in too late
into this very important corner, a corner
without apexes, but the young Parisian
wasn't disputing any such claims. It was
as though he was too embarrassed. After
all, he'd just done what he thought was
irrepairable damage to a £160,000 racing
car Lloyds of London had refused to
insure.
The Kremer brother's 956 looked like a
write-off. Alliot had thumped hard into the
barrier and the car had tipped forwards
onto the armco — on its roof. Philippe
couldn’t believe it. ‘It was amazing that
| could have escaped from such awreck
he said when the Porsche had been
brought back to the pits
It wasn't towed, however, it w.
The gearbox — and that inclu
suspension and wheels — had been rip-
ped clean away. The windscreen had T
shattered and the front left corner was
badly damaged. Outside the Kremer pit
a sorry pile of pink and white bodywork
looked as though it was waiting to be pic-

S carrieq.

by garbage men
g?ﬁ :;,’*.‘ag rgha! L\gr‘k and white livery ‘f‘:_{
was to ensure that the Kremer Porsc }L\
would be on the grid next morning Pin
andwhileare1hec0\oursofFiy0ﬂ Ha\ash!;
president of |talian design. aJapanese‘
fashion house. He's a friendly if serious
rival of Yoshiho Matsuda and if Matsuda
was going to be in the race with ms‘Pors
che 956, so was Hayashi. Both had their
museums, and the Kremer 856 was desli
for Hayashi's after the race
TB]icf! at H'Laty stage, the Kremer brothers
considered it an unlikely starter
Erwin and Manfred are perfectionists. If
the job of straightening a bent racing car
can't be done properly, it isn't worth
doing. Alliot and his talented partner Ste-
fan Johansson would be out of adrive
But it was important that Stefan should
race at Fuji. Afterall, at that time, no one
Japan in For-

friend, for-
mer neighbou andinavian
Keke Rosbe yet raced the

Stefan was anational
mporarily. Ort-
manager as

ng. Ortwin and Hayashi
cond gear. Hayashi went
actory team. Would they

they had aajre
i alread
ck Racing, ang Now

they would do the same to Kremer Pog
lech put into action plan B, If Hayash\'s.
deal didn't happen, Stefan would Qualif

inthe Yokchama-sponsored Walter Bru:

956

But there were other forces at work
Hayashi had investigated the possibj|jty
of repairing the 956. A small 'iﬂanclalmg
cussion preceeded the operation, but j
was arranged that spares would be boughy
from the stock brought to Fuji by the fac.
tory team, and that a certain amount of
money would change hands. For the Kre-
mers to claim start money, their car woy|q
have to be healthy enough to race, but that
could cost 200,000 Deutschmarks in spara
parts alone.

The deal was struck, and suddenly Erwin
and Manfred Kremer, their four-strong
crew and reserve driver, this year's Ger-
man F3 champion Franz Konrad, were
hard at work. Mercifully, the monocoque
was untouched and so was the engine,
New bodywork, fourcorners, gearbox and
bodywork were all purchased through
Porsche’s spares boss Gerd Schmidt,
who stayed awake all that night to supply
the team. The brother’s four man crew
worked “quick, quick, quick, we only took
15 minutes off to eat,” according to Man-
fred Kremer as he emerged, his eyes
squinting against the bright morning sun

Foulon/DPPI!

on Sunday. The engine, cleaned of dust
and fire extinguishant, had been started
at4.30 that morning. The repair was finis-
hed. “It wasn't as good as we would have
liked, "admitted Manfred, “but it was OK.
The cooling on the left hand side wasn't
quite as it should be, and the bodywork
could have fitted better.” admitted Man-
fred. But according to the drivers, it felt
fine. If you had to have a trackside rebuild,
you can certainly trust the Kremers.

At the start of the race, Stefan quickly rose
from his lowly 14th position on the grid to
sixth place within 20 laps. He maintained
that position until handing over to Alliot,
but just before the two hourmark, the car
came into the pits with smoke trailing
behind it. “We changed the oil tank after
the accident, but it seems there was aleak
in the new one. The oil pressure dropped
and there was a lot of smoke, " said Man-
fred Kremer. "Al least we lasted two
hours," added Erwin.

After such hard work, the Kremer men
were happy to go off to sleep. The Pors-
che was packed up, but rather than find
its way to a private museum, the Kremers
had decided to take it home, “to rebuild
it properly. Then we might take it to Kya-
lami."' Quite when Mr Hayashi will get his
museum-piece wasn't sure, but he may
rest assured that it will be in excellent con-
ditionwhen he gets it.

Bob Constanduros

Foulon/DPPI

WEST-EAST:1-0

tion to date. The West lined up in Pors-

che 956s and Sauber. The East had its
956s, but there were no fewer than sixinte-
resting home-grown machines. Five relied
on locally-built four-cylinder turbo engi-
nes: three Nissans and two Toyotas. The
sixth was powered by the ubiquitous Cos-
worth DFL, “rebuilt in Japan and as
smooth as anything,” said driver Tiff
Needell.
Thechassis were basically either Domes
ormonocoques supplied by the Le Mans
company. The Domes are common
enough in Europe. The company first
came to Le Mans five years ago and that
early model has been converted many
times, most recently being driven bY
Englishmen Nick Mason and Chris Graft
and run by John Macdonald's RA
Racing.
The new Dome (it means 'Childhood
Dream’ in Japanese) is once again the
design of Minoru Hayashi, who hired Née-
dell and Eje Elgh to drive it in Japan's SIX
race Endurance championship. Itis spen
sored by Autobags auto accessories. LS
still recognisably a Dome, with low 109
fline, what appears to be atiny screen, an
an attractive, long, flared rear end. Unfer
tunately, a broken front suspension 1%
ker badly delayed the car in the race an
It wasn't classified.
The two Toyota-powered cars were poth

Dl was the most complete confranta-

leagyohe’s lowe
t our, and that allo
he Sehuppan/Fujita Porsche 956 In

carried away from the circuit on the back
of flat trucks. First to go was Tetsu Iku-
zawa's brand new model, which caught
fire during Friday's unofficial practice
because of what was almost certainly a
broken fuel ling, such was the ferocity of
the flames. Tetsu and the owner of the
second car, Nobuhide Tachi, had been
entrusted with the engines by Toyota:
they had both opted for Dome chassis.

ITOMKS Toyotacontinued to show promise
arOUQhOL.’t the weekend. Its great advan-
Suge was its remarkably frugal fuel con-
u;’:mlon_ The Rothmans 956s came in for
i 0UNd the 40 lap mark, taking on 91.5
The Mass/lckx) and 87 litres (Bellof/Bell).
'aterrema'n'ng Toyota came in eight laps
Cne hand took on only 80 litres of fuel. At
ding foded laps, the local car was ol
amaﬂurm place: but for a collision which
finigpacd the nose cone, it might have
e Leven higher. Although Preston
(on > Porsche 956 was forbidden to run
wheeﬁgely grounds) with an exposed
'on lhm owing a nose damaging colli*
nug 4o TOYota was permitted to contt
tam ESPite having sustained similar
from - However, another nose arrived
ltgr, 20Me’S nearby workshops soof

ten ¥
lo ,iIWards, although it took some while

The 3

%"”!]J.quta has proved to be the most
Nation, titive of the Japanese cars in the
Geg 12 @Ndurance series. It was inten:

Q ¥, i
o por;&?ke lust three fuel stops i:; El:g

the most recent of the national long dis-
tance races until the three-quarter mark.
When fuel consumption becomes more
strict next year, it will be in with a real
chance. The engine has two valves per
cylinder and a single turbo feeding twin
inlets. [t was a shame that both Toyotas
should come to suchexpensive ends, for
the TOM'S car ultimately brought the race
to a halt when a tyre blew on the pit
ight.
ﬁ;:n%st-placed all-Japanesekenlry was
the Nissan-March83G, if you discount the
fact that Marches are builtin Oxfordshire,
England. Nissan have given engines 1o
three of their ex-drivers, and askc?d thgerr;
tofind theideal solution 1Iﬁr::cphanlﬁ:3vr;”-
i rance races. ch,

ﬁ,’,i'ﬁ: Teu Mans company (lfnrmrtegr ﬁ'
March cars) has pecome involved. be

any built the Nissan Skyline turbo
i nt to Kyalami at the enq‘of last
i hiro’s Hasemi's solu-
yas and wesfect is front-engined
S Group C. The carisfron :
fonin ine behaved padly for most o

qualified 2 lowly 16th.

asked the Le Mans
“{jahis Nissan LMO3C,
ocaColaand run
team. It qualified
e part, but Wada

the race having

Haruhito Yanag

any to buil
ion'g is sponsored bﬂ; g
by the Gentral Rac

ainly lookst
Ii'ludhﬁlnfgctg:en over the wheel from the
El

the
n he went off onto

oarc ) h?wseconewas required.
s e came when the oil coo-
meaesnrepiaced. butmore oil had

d beforeitwas permitted by the

regulations, and the carwas disqualified.

The one car that appears capable of taking

on the Toyotas and Porsches at home is

Kazuyoshi Hoshino's Nissan-March 83G.

Kazuyoshi may be 36 years old, but he is

avery formidable competitor in the Japa-

nese Formula 2 series and is generally

known as the “hard man" of national

racing. He did this year's Donington For-
mula 2 race in a March.

Hoshino ordered his 83G at the beginning
of the year. It turned competitive times in

testing at Goodwood before being ship-
ped to Japan, already fitted with 520 bhp

Nissan engine. It was no surprise to find

Hoshino's March the first non-Porsche on

the grid in seventh spot, but although

second driver Hagiwara took it easy

during the opening stint, the car even-
tually finished where it started, in seventh
place behind six Porsches. Hagiwara was
caught out by the lack of braking of the
turbo engine and he thumped into a slo-
wercar. His March was one of many Group
C cars requiring frontal attention during
the race. The Nissan engine was slightly
less thirsty than the Porsche, but more
than the Toyota. It will be interesting to
see developments during the next six
months — until Le Mans. The Japanese
have a yard stick of Porsches in the
country now, and it will be interesting to
see how the local companies reacl. Nis-
san already has a3-litre V6 engine with tur-
bocharger: will this be a Porsche beater?

Bob Constanduros
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- st year and
describeq in our

December 1982 issue,
tried to challenge the
might of Stuttgart with
Varying degrees of
SIJCL‘ESS-

Three of the home.
grown Group ¢ cars
tinished behind the
feadl'ng Six Porsche
9565, which leads one
to wonder just when
they wili pe ready to
tackle a fujy world
championshr’p
Programme, The 1984
season isn’t far away,
but some of the cars, at
least, could wel/ be seen
at Le Mans next year.
(photos: Foulon/DPPI)

TN LY
—

RS EANSo)
&@AUTOBA';S —

only hope that
Nissan-Datsun and
Toyota were encouraged
by their representation
in the Fuji 1000
Kilometers. Unlike their
Mazda colleagues, their
participation is only
semi-official, but even
that can only augur well
for the championship
which Is so desperately
waiting for Porsche to
be seriously challenged,
The industrial might of
these Japanese
companies, their strong
financial position and
desire to sell even more
cars in Europe could
well lead to a serious
attempt to knock
Porsche off the Group C
pedestal. Tentative
sleps were taken art Fuji
where the Cosworth-
Powered Dome RCa3 (7)
of Needol.‘l!lgh, Toyota-
Dome 83C(17) of
MatnumoiolHosMnalSek-
iya, the Nissan-March
83G (bottom right) of
Hushinolﬂag!wara, the
Nissan LMoac

{above left) of




There were
nine Porsche
a56s in the entry list for
the 1000Kms at Fuji,
and five of them had all
the gualities required to
get the photographers
r.w.‘ru:ssin_q their cameras,
for some had just been
repainted in new colour
schemes and others
have never been seen in
Europe. The only 956s to
appear in familiar livery
were the two works
Rothmans cars, John
Fitzpatrick’s J.David
example and the New
Man (French clothing)
entry of Reinhold Jost.
The red and black
number 8, which
belongs to the Swiss

driver Walter Brun, was
in the hands of
Schickentanz/Takaha-
shi. The white long-
talled number 6 (seen
refuelling) which
belongs to Nova
Englneering of Tokyo
has completed a
Japanese season in the
» hands of
f‘u}fraJSchuppan. The
pink and white number
21 which belongs to the
Kremer brothers,
Sponsored by
businessman Ryoji
Hayashi, was taken over
by Johanssom’AMFot. The
blue and white number 3
belonging to the
enormously wealithy
Yoshiho Matsuda was
shared by Pescarolo and
Boutsen, who first

learned to appreciate
each other's abilities
when they raced a
Rondeau here last year.
Finally, the red and

black number 48 is the
Preston Henn car which
ran in GPIl's colours at
Brands Hatch, shared by
its genial Floridan
entrant with Takahashi
and Paul Jnr, the 1982
IMSA champion. Colour-
ful or not, none of these
beauties had the speed
to threaten the factory
cars, and the memories
they left behind were
more aesthetic than
triumphant.

(photos: Foulon/DPPI &
Teissedre/DPPI)




EASTERN
ROMISE

::::Vj':h;Ohashi is almost a regular at Le Mans these
aPprQVe:o?:]r France may be a long way, but Ohashi so
lenge of the 2 e E'ndurance formula and the chal-
team b ke 4 hour classic that he brings his Mazdaspeed
ack year after year. And if other major Japanese
manufacturers follow his example, so much the better. He
wants rivalry and competition, whatever the source.

by Bob Constanduros

T e




Squat, dumpy and
rounded, the
Mazda 717Cs look
like little bombs,
and with engines
developing over
300 bhp, they are
competitive in
Group C Junior.
Unfortunately
their programme
is limited to
Silverstone, Le
Mans and Fuji.
(photos: Yojiro
Terada and
Foulon/DPPI;
preceding double
page spread:
Jean-Yves
Ruszniewski)

o) Iten hours) and
JUﬂiOfthisyear_a ass win in Group C

most cosmopolit
(’:?Cmg teams,
hashi is now :
peed. The tean the man behind Mazdas-
sight of Not M originates from the fore-
Bk '0buhide Ito, a man originally
9ed with adealercombi
the Mazda pa ine formed by
OrTKK as it i samesme2ny Toyo Kogyo,
gnised U‘II lf:sh%menmes SEwstime
: al Mazda's powerful rotary
fgﬁr“"i”ad competition potential and he
ed a competitions arm of his com-
Pagyrzo Prove his point. That was in 1964,
and theman he chose to run the company
was Ta_kayoshi Ohashi, Y
Ohashi comes from one of Japan's aris-
tocratic families and was born in the smart
part of Tokyo. He went to university and
graduated in business studies.Happily for
him, he was asecondson, forthe first son
nearlyalways follows in his father's foots-
teps according to Japanese tradition. The
Second son is more free to chose hisown
profession. Ohashi first of all went racing,
and then settled down to working for
Mazda Auto Toyko when he discovered
that racing cars wasn't everything he
expected it to be. In 1964 Ito established
QOhashiin his newly formed competitions
department (soon to become Mazdas-
peed): two years later, Ito himself was
transferred to TKK's Hiroshima headquar-
ters as director of sales, where he can
oversee Mazdaspeed's activities. Hle
remains very much the “father" of TKK's
competitions programmes.
The compagny's operations began quite
modestly with various saloon cars In
national races. But it was the sdu'acegs ?f
the Mazda RX3which promote azdato
international racing. Its first
pmfessionally-buill racln%‘car wa:igt;lde
ma which went to Le Mans in Ta/4.
a}‘rﬂle that year hecame asporting miles-
{one. it was alsoayear of financial gloom
as the fuel crisis beglem;%gr':‘%any e
0
HO‘V:V;?':J% ;?1?1 Fl:flxazgaspeedwent even fur-
oni o itionsuse.
ngit forcompetition:
the;byg?;?égle%NA' the Mazdaspeed
In the t has producedalarge range of
aquivalent, & parts, encouraging a vast
Der!%r;?g?;riversm use the RX7 in IMSA
num

GTU racing- ‘
s the RX7, 100, which was (he ?risaet
K hi's next European invasion.
for Ohash = et 1 the 252, amodified RX7
which failed 1'o qualgfzy
5 two years befare Maz-
o M:n;illir?::d to France again, th:ﬁ
d_aspsvenh two more modlfle;?.l ﬁ'lx(;,fo\ﬁ:a -
i ing once agal :
i tall;f:; gg;:lnegname. Both qarshretr::(c:
wntr] s t they were back again the
again, DUt LT - ode-named 254 and run-
ar e hmée X, raditional home

ye ‘ aiho
ningin ! e one retired with elec-
ik .lrplr-:mlaéms |the other finished 14th,
trica :

Mazda's first Le Mans finish,

There is no doubt that this result helped
Mazda toinitiate the building of Mazdas-
peed’'s own Group C for Le Mans, but why
is this French race soimportant to Ohashi
and his directors? “Thereis no otherrace
in the world that has quite the status of
Le Mans, " says Mr Ohashi. "It is unique,
and not even the other Group C races have
the same allure. The otherthing is that Le
Mans instigated the fuel consumption
regulation, which is a responsible philo-
sophy for mankind. We are behind that
philosophy. If, in the future (and it seems
likely), there are more Japanese teams
taking part in the 24 hours, then I shall be
pleased that | have promoted this race.
Formula1is simply about speed, whereas
Group C has more of a social cons-
cience." As chairman of the racing com-
mittee of the Japanese Federation,
Ohashi will be trying to get some of his

fellow competitions directors to travel to
France. There is already a strong likeli-
hood that Toyota and Nissan will follow
with their Group C machines.

But the very act of persuading his direc-
tors to spend a year’'s budget on one sin-
gle race is in itself a major achievement.
The project was already in hand at the end
of last year and the two cars that came to
Le Mans in 1983 were a product of aremar-
kable network of experts and engineers
The two principals were Hiroshi Miyasaki
of Fortran Co. Ltd. who designed the chas-
sis and suspension and Takuya Yura, pre-
sident of the Mooncraft company, who
was responsible for the body design. The
engine, of course, would be Mazda's usual
2.6 litre rotary, and Mazdaspeed's expert
on this occasion was Kunio Matsuurawho
worked for the engine division of the
engine technology development section
of Toyo Kogyo.

Each of these men had their own pro-
blems to overcome for the Le Mans
assault in the building of their own parti-
cularelements. However, each would help
the other. Everyone had the base of the
254 to work from, and this was particularly
true of Matsuura who alse had the all-
important fuel consumption figures to
calculate.

With the help of the other two engineers,
he calculated that the car should be able
to lap in the 4m 10s bracket during the
race, which would mean afuel consump-
tion figure of 3.4 kilometers per litre of
fuel. However, in previous years, the 253
had returned figures of 3.0 kilometers and
the 254 set figures of 2.7 kilometers per
litre. “Obviously, these figures would have
to be improved upon,"” says Katsuura.
—
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"One was to improve the on-the-go fuel
consumplion by making the car as light
as possibe, reducing aerodynamic drag
and improving the fuel efficiency of the
engine." All these engineers had these
factors in mind, and no doubt the lessons
learned from their success and failures
will influence next year’s car,

Forastart, Matsuura’s fuel consumption
figures were neverachieved. That was for
a number of reasons, but firstly, the car
was never on the weight limit although it
was 150 kilos lighter than the 254. It was
80 kilos overweight, because, says Mat
suura, “it was ourfirst Junlor Group C car,
we didn’t have long to build it or tes
we wanted toincorporate safety margins
and we also wanted to finish the race at

all costs. Aerodynamically, it had a Cd
figure of 0.28, which is excellent, and it
contributed considerably toimproved fuel
economy.

“The engine, of course, affects the eco-
nomy itself. The base engine was the 138
as used the previous year, but the carbu-
rettor was replaced by Bosch fuel injec-
tion. The consumption was only 3.16 kilo-
meters per litre, worse than we had hoped.
This was because of a mistake in setting
the fuel injection. The mixture was set
lean in consideration of fuel economy, but
this made the gearshift operation difficult
during changing down. In countering this,
the mixture had to be made at least ten per
cent richer...”

Matsuura had taken another step to
ensure that his drivers got the most from
atankful ofgas.Aspeciallydesigned col-
lector tank, a high performance tank and
a compact computer-linked gauge were
allincorporated so that each driver knew
when there were just five litres of fuel left
In testing, this gauge was found to have
an accuracy of about one per cent error.
Takuya Yura of the Mooncraft company
which designed the Madza's bodywork
sethimselfsometoughtargeta “We wan-
ted to qualify with a time of 3m 489s, to
reach atop speed of 310kph (192 mph)and
to finish in the top ten. In fact, we didn't
succeed in any of those goals, but | was
Pparticularly upset not to achieve the first
two.

“Theconcept behind the 717C was touse

the relatively low engine power to the

greatesteffect. The way todo that was to

keep the Cd x S (coefficient of drag x

front area) of 1.715 meters which meant

that the crucial CD x S figure was under
5

Mazdaspeed's effort began with equip-
ment being shipped to British engineer
Alan Docking's base as Silverstone so
thatone carcould participatein the Grand
Pirx International 1000 Kms as a shake-
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down run. There it qualified ahead of_Thn
sophisticated Giannini-Alba, m‘xil 3
wheel-nut jammed and put it out of the
race. The stage was now set for a two
pronged attack on Le Mans, a L‘ampa"lgr\
which would embrace adoubling of Maz-
daspeed’s normal 20 strong staff méD.
and a total expenditure of $300,000. For
some, such as Ohashi, the form was fami-
liarand the traditionally autocratic French
scrutineers' demands were met with typi
cally Eastern obedience and politesse

rasaka, the chassis designer,
stmmwa-risa"irst visit to Le Mans,

however. I found oul jus

g and the

on the first day.”
ntwell forthe Japa-
irstand second
ond-placed car
for over an hour
had wrecked the
spite of their suc-
eld apost-mortemas
had not lived up to
had been fractionally
sloweronthes thenexpected and
the English driver: particular, complai-
ned of handling problems.
“Al first we suspected that the engine was
not developing the specified 300 bhp,"
reported Yura, “and indeed, the induction
pod was nof working effectively, reducing
the poweroutput The other thing we sus-
pected was an increase in the Cd x S
figure. The front area had been increased
when we had to replace the exterior rear
mirrors demanded by the regulations,
which we had misinterpreted. The drag
coefficient had increased when we put an
airinlet openingin the side window to let
more fresh air into the cockpit. Conse-
quently, the Cd x S figure was probably
over0.5."

Yuraalso appreciated that the team’s lack
of experience and the wrong tyres not only
made handling difficult but placed an
extrastrain on the drivers as the cars were
affected by virtually every surface irregu-
larity. Large brakes were found tobeunne-
cessary, and in fitting them, the unsprung
weight had been increased. But in spite
ofthesedrawbacks, the team had still won
the class and five separate awards .
A final word from Yura: “Considering it
was our first Group C effort, we thought
that the car was up to standard with the
restofthe world, But the rest of the world
has been building even more sophistica-
redca_rs. The Alba, which is alsoin Group
CJumpr, had a carbon fibre monocoque
chas.?fls. TheLanc/aalsouses lots of car-
bon mt)reA Most of the new cars use new
materials or new technology to some
exrgnr, andanumberof outstanding inno-
vations were to besean.AHhougn weare
well aware of the new technology ang

The demands of
Group C Junior
are hard to meet,
but Mazdaspeed’s
solution includes
superb
aerodynamics and
fuel economy from
the twin rotor
Wankel engine.
The former were
studied by
aerodynamicist
Takuya Yura in a
wind tunnel;
Mazda’s engine
man is Kunio
Matsuura; both
suffered
disappointments
atLe Mans this
year.

(photos:
Foulon/DPPI and
Yojiro Terada)

Materials, many of them are not available
inJapan, and we lack the expertise to use
them. In the same way that Formula 1 cars
are becoming more expensive to build,
Group C cars are also becoming more
costly.
Since Le Mans, Mazdaspeed has come
under direct control of TKK, the parent
body, but its base is still in Tokyo. It is
there that the cars are prepared and cus-
tomer work carried out. The engines are
originally built at Hiroshima, but Mazdas-
peed has its own dyno for testing engines.
Amongst the 20 strong staff at the works-
hop are team drivers Yoshimi Katayama,
Yojiro Terada and Takashi Yorino. Of
these, probably the best known is Terada,
the thickset mustachioed man with afine
sense of humour and excellent English.
In his spare time, he photographs the
workshops with the products of one of
Mazdaspeed's essential sponsors, Nikon.
Ohashi has never intended the Mazdas-
peed cars to tackle alarge programme of
races. The mystique of Le Mans, plus a
shakedown at Silverstone and an end-of-
season fling at home at Fuji are quite big
enough programme for him. But that
swansong under Mount Fuji this yearwas
not a success. The team fitted the 717C
with a big 100 litre tank and decided to
race in the ordinary Group C class.
There's so much of ahandicap in Group
CJunior," pointed out Ohashi at Fuji, “and
we wanted to find out the potential of the
engine, because in Group C Junior you
can't accelerate to the full as you can
when you have a larger tank." However,
the 717C wasn't well-placed on the grid,
and ajammed throttle caused the engine
to over-rev early in the race.
Now Ohashi and his enthusiastic crew are
looking to Le Mans again. “We shall be
basing ourselves with Alan Docking at Sil-
verstone again and we will do the 1000
kilometers there again. | expect to run two
cars at Le Mans and the same designers
will be modifying the car considerably,
We got good results from the wind tunnel
tests last yearandthe Cdis low but I think
we have lo increase downforce.
“As for the engine, I'm still not sure that
turbocharging is the answer, particularly
with fuel consumption having to be impro-
veddue to reduced tankage in 1984, from
100 litres in Group C to 85. On the other
hand, that will mean that Group C Junior
will have more of a chance to get good
results as their tankage remains at 55
litres. We're still not sure which class we'll
bein. We have run a turbocharged version
of the engine, but we’re still not certain
as to our engine’s specification for next
season."
What is certain is that Mazda supports -
Group C, or more specifically, Le Mans.
If there is an Eastern promise, it is that
they will be at the Sarthe in June. They
would like to be part of a Japanese inva-
sion, forOhashi will be trying to persuade
his colleages of the benefits of the ope-
ration. He'd even like to sell his Group C
Junior cars to clients, and to swell the
championship that way. And with Group
C Endurance races gaining favour at
home, there will be more and more oppor-
tunities torace in the future. And that can
only be good for Group C Endurance
racing.
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The latest Ring-
meister is still only
a kid: away from
the race track he
helps his mum to
run the family
business.

Fifty miles north of Frankfurt there is a tiny village spread
across the hillside overlooking Giessen. Surrounded by
a neat garden stands a house, low and stylish, with an
immaculate white Porsche 928S parked in the drive. The
car belongs to Germany’s latest racing hero, 26 year old

Stefan Bellof, and the house belongs to his parents, with
whom he still lives.

s by Didier Braillon

ver since his son was old
anough to walk, Georg Ballof
has Inculcated in his son Ste.
fan the traditional values of
e  Garman culture: a sense of
duty and honesty, combined with the
appreclation of ajob welldone. Georg Bal
lof I8 acar body repairer by profession, He
works with his hands, a job In which he
has creative pride, and as soon as |i11le
Stelan had completed Junior school | was
made clearto him that asimilar profession
was being mapped out In his fulure, Car
repalr is the sort of job which gets handed
down from father to son In this part of the
world, and Il had been going on for gene
rations In tha Bellof family

Al lgast It did until 1973 whaen ateenaged
Stetan discovered his liret racing kart. For

seven years the baby racing machines
were (o bacome a major factor in the off
duty hours of the Bellof family, followad
later by a Formula Ford and an F3 Hall
Iu,«»r!.ulu-hmmm;tulhr-!',v-lrr.uu’.t hitfer
team

These racing cars made Bollol's namae
familiar but not nec ossarlly famous: the
credil for his acces
Porsche worke

slon 1o the ranks of
s drivar (of whom there are
but four) belongs 1o Willl Maurer, the F2
ontrant and constructor, From s
tant 1o Goldan Boy - albalt one who's
reluctant 1o open himself upto the Inter
national press - has been a metaoric ally
Qulck progression, all the more remarka
bla when one reflacts that the Porschae
faclory had never before slgned up adr
var who didn't already have ye:

ihy dabu

| (photo: Asset)

Road-going
Porsche 9288 and
sunglasses: the
status symbols of
arising star who's
still on his way to
the top,

{photo: Asset)




years of top level racing experience. By
signing the youngster the great factory
effectively abandoned some long-
entrenched principles. And as a result,
Stefan has become a superstar in the
making as far as the German nation is
concerned.

Nevertheless, for the time being he wants
to stay close to his roots. From time to
time he has to step out of the house at his
mother's request because she needs him,
pencil in hand, to join her in the garage
where she keeps the job lists and invoi-
cing up to date for Bellof Repairs, Why
change habits now? After all, it's some-
thing he's been used to doing since long
before he became a celebrity. Life back
home in Giessen is a calm, simple expe-
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rience, barely compatible with the nation-
wide idolatry of the man with the blond
curls whose attention our photographer
istryingtocapture as he asks him to pose
for GPI's camera.

Last year, at Hockenheim, he had every
man, woman and child on their feet in the
famous Stadium as the took the lead, en
route to scoring his second F2 victory in
tworaces (his first two) for Maurer-BMW.
Itwas the sort of reception that once was
reserved only for Han-Joachim Stuck; to
the German nation, a calm and well-
ordered people who need heroes to look
upto, thisappeared to be the idol they had
waited so long to see, regardless of the
achievements of Jochen Mass or Manfred
Winkelhock. Germany had to look back

almost half a century, to the days of Mer-
cedes Benz and Auto Union, to find a
racing hero who fitted in as well as he does
with the nationalist ideals of motorsport
superiority.

From Rudolf Caracciola, Manfred von
Brauchitsch, Hans Stuck Snr, Hermann
Lang and Bernd Rosemeyer to Stefan Bel-
lof is a giant step, one which the kid him-
self declines to accept. Porsche gave me
the biggest opportunity of my life, that s
all. For me it was the sort of opportunity
that you probably only ever getonce ina
lifetime. When we signed the contract |
didn't feel particularly impressed by m‘:,
Porsche tradition or the national side O
the thing. To begin with, | must admit, the
main thing as faras | was concerned was

Ih, ;
"-ail';’; Was 90ing to become an internatio-
Apo.me.’ That was my first reaction..
Tore o€, on the other hand, they aré
tiiys 224y 0 talk about the matter, and
W*"\E Shief Jurgen Barth has no hesita-
Ihe expiaming why the company ma e
°”"acmce at the time. ‘‘“Manfred Jantke,
Yanhei "9 PR representative, was at HoS-
Wi gn O that F2 race. He saw Stefan’s
Sarj, o WaS very impressed, not neces:
op hyrhe result but by the way that he
Ty €1t that he had been watching a
Tikeg 1 that indefinable ‘spark’ which
Hthg o784t racing driverdifferent from
"8 fyjy hers. it was 'an opportunity which
+5 p;"® Couldn't miss, so we approa:
Bayen 3bout driving for us. Porsehe
high reputation in Germany: ©

omaPR point of view we

course, and f was likely to be avery pro-

’
tit
yessed tha
" ngement. ks
ducﬂve'nir::"gl fervour in lh&ﬁtriesﬁzlu-
Any na I undersmndabie, Lt
is enll«’ﬁgr‘wst European cougunwmen
ralamo 's own COU i g
ote on nation,
day?;:%g;ci;n amajor ?a’ffgclfngfo rtuna-
"Ge : . Un
wc»';m seven big ra“;’ ihe ltallans have

French 2 s withtheiryoung
tely, while ix racing wit
ed Grand Pr e

f repre-
flood a ”"’.”dﬂi’a"neaﬁny
drivers he sport: 11310 2 iators
sentativesin ,arl’qfép"-"gat o
situation 0 gl approPIEE. ational
here. its’fe up the 'useommg i be
should !:eca“” there s;n?an. That's why
:oyalgé Jabout being Ge
asha

When he’s not
racing, Stefan
Beliof loves to
come to the village
near Giessen
where his family
lives. The racing
hero that Germany
has waited almost
50 years to
discover is, at
heart, a child
prodigy without
any hang-ups.
(photos: Asset,
Winter, First Line
& DPPI)

we at Porsche are going to organise a
Porsche 944 one-make championship,
just like manufacturers do in other coun-
tries. It is our intention to find young dri-
vers for the future, the hopefuls who find
it difficult to get the support they need,
and away to the top which will give them

help and recognition."

Right from his first race with Porsche, Ste-
fan has been impressive. The results
themselves aren't much to go by yet (his
only Group C win so far was with Bell at
Silverstone), but his speed most certainly
has. This is the man who took pole posi-
tion at Silverstone with a lap time of 1m
13.5s, almost two seconds faster than his
team mates, and then staged arepeat per-
formance at the Nurburgring, where he

——
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15 a lap faster
g acarlike the Pors
< RinginBm 11 13s

Ir 2d1ble achievement, one
which in fact was soremarkable that it ins-

tantly created doubts in the minds ol

vers about Stefan. Naturally

d the stories. “There was son

13/k about outlandish boost pressure s

me, even of specially-built gual '

angines from Porsche. It is rub 1

1 (hose

it's not my job to explain how

lap imes." Stefan discus the mdtier
calmly, with a shy smile. aimostas if he
finds it faintly shamo! nayve o explain

something which he be
“The cars are gre
produce the
e

cves is normal
he engines always
power, withou! any
unee between them. As
forth stonesol special engines, that's
budishit. I'm not going to try and
that I'm Quick because I'm yo
ecause of my driving. Afteralt . =
~x, Derek Bell and Jochen Mas:
more experence than | go, an
posed to count for somet*
Like those unfortunates
Ages whose outstan:
ted allegations of
them tobeburn
bean dogged for 1
clonsofrivals wt
Ragispecial” ¢
When it seem
L for

surely be

met

That first F1 victe

obviot
lead with t
though, we we
chassis, the tyres as
It was a combin
that season | manage
which started all the
delighted, because my
were built by Max Heideg
ped three times. Every time
the scrutineers declared that they
one hundred per cent legal.
Jargen Barth swears equally firmly that
Porsche has no policy of producing spe
cial engines. “Any such suggestion is
idiotic," he says. “I know that Stefan’s
time round Silverstone was pretty ama
2ing, because it's a fast circuit with only
five corners. What | have to say, though,
is that the only explanation for Stefan’s
achievement is thal he has that ‘spark
that | mentioned earlier. It's not so diffi
cult to explain the Ndrburgring lap
because it's a particularly difficult circuit,
whereaman’s ability shows up immedia-
tely. When you know the circuit really well
you sometimes think you've done an ave
ragely fast lap when, in fact, you've done
avery quick one."”
The only crack in this otherwise credible
theoryis that some members of the Pors-
che management often seem to bejusta
bit too enthusiastic about Bellof. They
have an unshakeable faith in his ability -
which is understandable - but occasio-
nally they go over the top about him. It hap-
pened after his big shunt at the Niirbur-
gring, when they went out of their way to
make excuses for him. But Jiirgen Barth
does no such thing.
“The 'Ringis adangerous circuit, and the
956 is aground effects car. Forsome rea-
son the ground effect was lost and Ste-
fan went off the road. He crashed at terri-
fic speed, so!I'm prelty happy that this sort

94

An accomplished
athlete, Stefan
Bellof is a frequent
visitor of the
Fitness und
Freizeit Center, 4
gym not far from
his home, where
he also spends
several hours each
week jogging. It
takes serious
physical
preparation to
drive a Porsche
956 on its limit.
(photo: Asset)
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ad been py Ve
oved
falli elymyt [ ‘- :
Wlible YOUKnow, L o ." ault, we're all
12's been doing thig game roy o Mass
and he's P "hﬂ rr;' ime for ten years
Yers aroung, But at "
help him fromm,
track go
barrier,
g:‘emmdﬂn‘; Which destrayed “gg7 the
lh:ﬁf»s raced by Bellof and Derek Bell at
’ erek Bell g
m( urburgring- had an understandable
erest for the British driver, whos

var
Sion of what happened doesn '?(an’.‘:l\: fit
In with the Porsche explanation or with
Bellof's Stefan's pole position didn't
Surprise me unduly. He really km,m;s _Am_‘,
eircuit, and he was going flat out. When
Jacky Ickx did a 6m 165 lap he packed it
in for the day, because he didn t want to
take the risk of shunting the car by trying
to go even quicker. Personally, I think |
would have been capable of doing 6m 12s
under perfect conditions. The mistake
that Stefan made in the race was caused
by youth and inexperience: | was extre-
mely upset at the time, and | must admit
that | let my frustration get the better of
me. Wewere Isading the race, and it didn't
look as though anyene had a chance of
catching us. During the stint that | had just
completed the team orders were lo keep
lapping at 6m 43s. So | lapped at 6m 45s
When Stefan took over he was given the
same instructions. His second lap was 6m
39s, his third was6m 26s, and he crashed
on the third. What was he trying to prove?
That he's a quick driver? We knew in qua-
lifying that he was an ace, but we are endu-
rance drivers whoare paid to finish races.
I don’t want to knock Stefan's driving abi-
lity, in spite of what happenad, because
'm sureheligetoverit. He's anamazing
t made for Formula 1..
guy, youknow,Jus Derek was
Perfect gentleman that he is, il
| not to add ... and the Soo
carefu " despite the fact that that
goes meben;*gis {hinking. Today, theold
may bewhatne 8 Tare cut out for
theory that SOT8L - durance is begin-
speed andothers as”_Ie'woqualmesgel
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- ”ff:gg tg olrdeidaas fornostalgiz’s
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Sake. Without making too much of the
Matter, it's been to our advantage. Those
two fantastic laps In practice by Stafan
at Silve one and the Ndrburgring, pro
duced a lot of publicity for us back home
In Germany. The specialist racing press
Qave Stefan lots of ink and made a point
of dcknowledging the fact that we had
Qiven him his big chance."

In the calm family atmosphere at Giessen,
Where the room in which he has slept
Since he was a child Is always ready for
Nis return, Stefan Bellof feels most at
home. Far from the bustle of the circuits
and the passions roused by his exploits,
and close to the parents who still callupon
his halp when business demands it, he
looks like a kid who's had the luck to find
himself living in his own fairy stories.
Once we're sitting in the Porsche 928 and
heading for the gym where a fully quali-
fied PT instructor looks alterevery aspect
of his personal fitness programme, Ste-
fan talks of Formula 1. It is his ultimate
goal, and during the summer he made the
tourof several circuits (Hockenheim, Zelt-
weg and Zandvoort) lo open discussions
with team managers. One of them was
Ron Dennis of McLaren, whose cars now
happen to have TAG turbo engines desi-
gned and built by Porsche.

“It's true that my first choice is to race
single-seaters: | am determined, If possi-
ble, to getinto F1 next year. It's very diffi-
cult, because it's money that basically
decides who gets the rides, and there isn't
a very wide choice avallable. That's the
reason why | force myself to get to know
the different people involved, so that they
can get used to me being around: it's a
necessary part of the job, although | hate
doingit.It's noinsult to Porsche to admit
that I gotinto their team by luck: it was a
great opportunity which | wasn't really
expecting at the time. I'm delighted that
it happened that way, and my life is very
enjoyable. Butl feel that my truevocation
is F1. Not because of the money that an
F1 driver can earn, but because it's the
ultimate expression of adriver's ability".
Forthis reason it usually happens that a
driverdoesn't think twice when he's offe-
red an F1 opportunity, regardless of the
fact thal the car might not be particularly
good. One thinks of Kenny Acheson and
the RAM March, and Stefan Bellof found
himselfinasimilarsituation withthe ATS
team

I got a call from Schmid before the Ger-
man GPasking me if| would racethe ATS
in the last four GPs of the year. | told Willi
Maurer and Porsche about it, then | cal-
led Schmid back to ask if we could meet
at Hockenheim; meanwhile, | made no
commitment one way or the other. He
didn’t sound at all enthusiastic by then
and when | went there | learned from seve-
ral people that he'd told the press aseries
of stories that were very different from
what had really happened. | understand
that he claimed he'd made no offerto me,
and that it wasn't worth believing what |
said. The way that | felt after that, there
was obviously no point in trying to take
the matter any further with him”.

With his background of solid values, Ste-
fan Bellof's mission in life is to make a
success of a world which is cruel, even
pitiless. His biggest assetis that one lap,
6m 11.13s, at the Narburgring. It should
be more than sufficient to get him overany
youthful mistakes he may have made. ]
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MARCH 707 |

At the end of 1969, four Englishmen were
putting the finishing touches to a project which

as they later admitted had got out of hand. They
were creating a new company, March

Engineering Ltd, out of virtually nothing except | '
their own individual talents. Their plans: a full

[ programme of Formula 1, Formula 2, Formula 3

and Can-Am racing, with works teams in each.

For Max Mosley, Alan Rees, Graham Coaker and
Robin Herd, the plan suffered from being over-
ambitious. After a poor 1970 season something

had to go: it was to be the 707 Can-Am car.

by Didier Braillon _
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and the torque was said to be out of sight..
Originally March had intended to take part
in all ten of the 1970 season’s Can-Am
races with Amon as the driver, alternating
with GPs. This plan very soon proved to
be impossible due to the difficulties of
running acarin North Americawithout the
infrastructure of a locally-based team or
HQ. Fortunately the factory team had a
second defence in the formof the recently
introduced Interserie championship, a
sort of European Can-Am offering five
races in England, Finland and Germany.
A German magazine agreed to sponsor
the car, with the press-on German driver
Helmut Kelleners installed in the cockpit.
On the car's debut, in spite of problems
with brakes, suspension and poor weight
distribution, Kelleners managed to give
the carawinin the rain at the Croft airfield
circuit in north-eastern England, scot-
ching rumours that the 707 might be too
big to negotiate the tight chicane without
doing a three-point tum...

Once the Interserie was over and the F1
season complete, March was able to turn
its undivided attention to the last three
races of the Can-Am, with Amon as the dri-
ver. The car that dominated that year's
Can-Am was the McLaren M8D-Chevrolet
driven by Denis Hulme, who won six of the
ten races. March made a most unpromi-
sing debut in the series at the Donny-
brooke track, Minnesota, where a suspen-
sion mounting broke in practive, obliging
Amon to gualify “kamikaze' style, where
upon an upright broke.

The power of the Chevy engine and
Amon’s considerable driving talent ena-
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bled the March 707 to get up to 2nd place
in the race, until it was forced to make an
unscheduled fuel stop by problems with
the fuel feed from one tank to another.
Amon was placed 5th overall, behind the
McLarens of Hulme and Peter Gethin, the
Lola T220-Chevrolet of Peter Revson and
the Ferrari 5125 of Jim Adams.
Immediately after the race the 707 was
sent to the workshops in Chicago of Nic-
kels Engineering, where it was stripped
down and some of the more frangible sus-
pension parts changed for strongercom-
ponents. The nex1 race, at the spectacu-
lar Laguna Seca circuit in northern Cali-
fornia, was without any major problems,
and the magnificent-looking red car clai-
med 4th place. Again the winner was
Hulme, heading the Autocoast Ti22 of Jac-
kie Oliverand Revson's Lola. The 707 had
taken 18 points from its two North Ameri-
can races, and things looked good for the
third, at the Riverside circuit east of Los
Angeles.

Amon was holding a solid 3rd place
behind Hulme and Oliver when the fuel
feed problems recurred, sending him to
the pits fora refill and allowing the BRM
P154-Chevrolet of Pedro Rodriguez to
move upaplace. With 28 points, the March
was classified 11th overall in the cham-
pionship table.

Forthe following season, 1971, the March
was extensively modified. The weight dis-
tribution was rearranged and anew, more
conventional nose designed to give more
downforce at the front. Amon had left
March to join Matraas the team's number
1 driver alongside Jean-Pierre Beltoise,
and it was a completely new range of

March F1 and F2 cars which were attrac-
ting all the attention back in Europe. That
year was a good one for the new marque,
which won the F2 championship and took
aremarkable 2nd place (behind Stewart)
inthe F1driver'schampionship thanks to
the huge ability of Ronnie Peterson.
The 707, now known as the 717 in revised
form, never went back to the USA: instegd
it was seen once more in the Interserie,
with Kelleners driving, using an even big-
ger(8.3litre) Chevy engine producing over
700 horsepower. Before the season was
over, the German had abandoned the
March in favourof a Porsche 917 and the
707's career was over. It was to be more
than ten years before March ventured
back to American car racing. Today’s
March Indy cars dominate the CART
championship, while in the IMSA endu-
rance championship the successes of
March cars - some in association with the
Porsche factory - bear witness to the
Bicester firm's mastery of a difficult
market.

The March 707 might never again have
seen thelight of day had it not been unear-
thed by a group of English enthusiasts
who rescued it from oblivion. Now fitted
with a“’small” Chevrolet V8 engine, it can
be seen taking part in historic races and
the “Thundersports” events: it is no stran-
ger to Silverstone, the “home"" circuit
close to the factory where it was concei-
ved and born. The British have a real gift
for keeping the mechanical things they
love in full running order, and it’s always
good to see an exceptional racing car like
this one being used for its original
purpose. O
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Wherever excellence is a way of life, the swing Is to Rothmans KingSizef
Rothmans extra length, finer filter and the best tobaccos money.can biy
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