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INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC
MOTORSPORT SHOW

22-24 FEB 2019

L STONELEIGH PARK )

| POWERED BY /1,}@[7@3@

EUROPE’S #1 HISTORIC MOTORSPORT SHOW
ICONIC RACING CARS | LIVE RALLY ACTION | SPECIALIST EXHIBITORS | MOTORSPORT LEGENDS

Over 350 stunning racing & rally cars on display | 250 specialist exhibitors, race series, clubs & autojumble
Motor Sport Live Stage with racing legends | Silverstone Auctions competition & classic car sale
Motor Sport Hall of Fame Live! | Live Rally Stage with Group B cars | Race Retro Tour
Race License Medicals | Driver & Navigator introduction training
Arrive & Drive a Classic Car Experience operated by HERO Events | Historic Karting

BOOK TICKETS TODAY AND SAVE UP TO 20%
RACERETRO.COM QUOTE: RR19MSN

‘Discount is based off on the door ticket.priees=The discount is pre-apblied to the ticket prices Official Show Partners

on the website. The code above is for marketing purposes only. To book by phone please call
SILVERSTONE [T e s
—AUCTIONS— < LOGISTICS CLARION

0871297 0743. Calls cost 13ppm plus standard network charges. All bookings are subject to
a single transaction fee of £1.95. Entry-to the auction requires purchase of a catalogue. See
website for all information. All information correct at time of publishing.
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ByDavid Evans

The 2019 World Rally Championship
was launched in spectacularfashion
ahead of thousands of fans at
Autosport International on Saturday.
British rally hero Kris Meeke was
delighted to see so many people attending
thefirst serieslaunch onapublicday
atBirmingham’s NEC.
“Thisreallyisafantastic way tolaunch
theseason,” Meeketold MN. “Last year
wediditonatradeday, butthisyeartodo
itonaday for the fans wasjust brilliant.
It was pretty full-on, butit’smegaand
sonicetobehere with somany people.”
Full storyP2-3
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The fans gave Meeke plenty of support at the Autosport Show

By David Evans

World Rally Championship
chiefs lauded Saturday’s
series launch at Autosport
International as the perfect
startto what’s expected to be
one of the most competitive
WRC seasons ever.
Thousands of fansflocked
to Birmingham’s NEC after
Motorsport News’sister title

Og1er back in red overalls

Autosportelected toshift the

WRCserieslaunchtoapublic
day for thefirst time this year. All
four factory teams unveiled their
20191liveries and only Sebastien
Loeb and Daniel Elena were
missing, with the Hyundai crew
stillin Peruon the Dakar Rally.

Inadditiontothecars,
thedriversalsorevealed the
competition numbers which
they have selected for the first
timethis season.

WRCmanaging director Oliver
Cieslatold MNN: “Toseethefans—
and somany of them —getting
into contact with their heroes
was fantastic. Thishuge crowd
hasreally impressed me and it
was a great move to come here
ontheSaturday.”

Those thoughts were echoed by
FIA rally director Yves Matton,
who added: “We have somany
people this year—it’samajor
improvement to have thisday
forthe publicratherthanona
trade day we had last year.

Team hosses, drivers and supporters

STARS OF
SHINE AT

———

“Westillhave clearly the
memory fromlast year, which was
oneof thegreatestinalongtime
and now we look forward to 2019.

“Therearemajor driversin
eachteam andtohavethe
twomain champions [of this
generationin Sebastien Ogier and
Sebastien Loeb] who will battle
onnearly ahalf championship,
we will make some great stories.”

Four-time champion and
Toyota team principal Tommi
Makinen was impressed with the
Birminghamlaunch-and with
the knowledge and memories
of thefans.

“It’ssofantastic to see somany
peoplehere,” hesaid. “Weknow in
England we will have alot of fans,
the sportis very big, very popular
here-andit’snicetoseethatsome
of them can alsoremember the
times whenIwasdriving.”

It was Kris Meeke, Makinen’s
newest driver, who got the biggest
cheer when he was called up, along
with Toyota team-mates Ott Tanak
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DRIVER NUMBERS

hack Birmingham show launch

Inachangefor2019,
the WRC drivers chose
their own numbers for
thisyear's series. They
talk MNthrough their
number choices.

va Elfyn Evans:

HY 7 \ 337

“It's not a big reason:it’s
my initials backwards. .."

Teemu
Suninen:3

“| started karting, | was
310. When|lwentto
national classes | had
todropanumberand
Iwas 31 and nowI'mon
the top level | drop another
number to number three.”

OttTanak:8
“It's the same as last
yearand that was quite a
good year. Butactually, |
believe there is something
behind the number eight:
it's alucky numberin

ANONIMO A < .

watchos / = . P - Japanandwedrive fora
Asahi KASE] i b - ~ s YL Japanese manufacturer.”

ol 2 . - 4 - LR + . 2 - o -
T S L T S P, | [ris Mecke:S
; = i any number, so | asked
my four-year-old daughter
todraw a picture ofa
carand put her favourite
numberonthe side. She

chosefive.”

ari-IVMlatti
atvala:10
“When we joined Toyotain
= , = = 2017 ournumberwas 10
eSS SsSSSEESs T or O e e o SEss 3 and we had one of the best
Lttt R 3 TP o — 0 0

seasons with this number.

And, ifyou cover the zero

thenit'sanumberone!”

Thierr
Neuville:11
“Nicolas[Gilsoul,
co-driver] and myself
have very good memories
from driving number 11

in 2013. This was when
we were second inthe
championship for the first
time. We always loved this
number—and there's the
numberone in there and
hopefully, one day, we're
going to be there.”

ANONIMO

wHlChes

ANONIMO

walthe

Teams took the wraps off
their new liveries at the NEC

Andreas
Mikkelsen: 89

“My co-driver Anders

and Jari-Matti Latvala, to pull the
covers off thisyear’s Yaris WRC.

Meeke, back after being dropped Eighties,” said Adamo. “We can
by Citroen mid-way through last nolongertalk about this sport [Jaeger] and I were both
season, said: “Whenabigcompany between ourselves. If we continue ' y 3 2 bornin'89, soweare
like that [Citroen] acts the way todothis then somebody will come o ——— . s — o T o team 89.”
they did and tries to put you down toask us: ‘Why are we spendingall Ao My A B T j
on thefloor and stamp on you, of thismoney? Making thisan
towalk back intoareception openday for thenormalfansis
likethat... youmustbe doing just what weneeded.”
somethingright.It’sbeen areally Three of the four teams showed
full onday, butit’s sofantasticfor significant changesin their
thefans. It wasnice,it wasmega.” liveries, with only Toyota’s

Rally fan Mark Collins travelled Yaris WRCremaininglargely
from Lancaster tosee thelaunch. unchanged for the season ahead.
Hesaid: “Thefeeling when they Citroen’s C3 WRCisdevoid of
were walking through the show AbuDhabibrandingfor the first
atthestart,itwasareallynice time in five years, but Ogier’s
atmosphere. And then the cheer returnto Versaillesmeans he
when Kris[Meeke] cameonstage—  brings Red Bull brandingback

interaction with the fans was vital.
“Wearenolongerinthe

DaniSordo:6
“This is my number from
the last three years with
Hyundai — | already used
thisonealot, solkeepit.”

Esapekka
Lappi:4

“I'm very professional, so
we can use this number
onthe hashtag. It will

be L4PPI..."

itwasabitlike the times when
Colin [McRae]was around. The
chancetoseethemallin their

overalls, ready togo,it was
amazing.Ican’t waitfor this
year—andRally GB.”

Hyundai’snew team principal

Andrea Adamosaid the

tothe French machine again.
Hyundai’si20 Coupe WRChas
anew design, withits usual blue
and orange colour scheme.

M-Sport’s Ford Fiesta WRCis
without Red Bullinput, leaving
the Cumbrian squad witha
livery similar to 2016.

1 = v
The Autosport crowds were able to get up close to the cars and the star drivers of the WRC

) INVESTM

NT IN UK RALLYING TALENT > > DPAGE12

Sebastien
Ogier: 1

“Thisis the numberwe're
allfighting for, sol'm
proud to have it on

the doors again.”
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F1 ROUND-UP

Cost cap troubles
Renault’s Cyril Abiteboul believes
Formula 1’s smaller outfits will

be helped by the distraction

of top teams needing to make
redundancies after the planned
2021 budget capisintroduced.
“We know we have a huge deficit
inresources against the teams
that ultimately we want to fight
against,” he said. “But we also
know that things like the budget
cap will kickin. It makes no sense
to stack up resources knowing
that we will have to reduce and
godown. In a certain respectit
will be most unprofessional to
do that, to hire people thatwe
may have to lose in the future.”

Wehrlein’s role

Former Mercedes protege Pascal
Wehrlein will work with Ferrari this
season in adevelopment role. Wehrlein,
who spenttwo yearsracingin F1in
2016 and'17 with Manor and Sauber,
split with long-time backer Mercedes
atthe end of last year following a
season backinthe DTM.He made a
shortlived Formula E race debut last
weekend with the Mahindra team where
he was crashed into on the firstlap and
will combine his racing commitments
with work on Ferrari's simulator.

Steiner’s warning Seidl w111 attempt to stop the wheels fallmg off at troubled McLaren
Haas team boss Gunther Steiner
reckons there would be no point

in him carryingonin F1inthelong
termif there was never a chance
of his team being able to challenge
the sport’s top three outfits.
Steinersays that he can accept
such a situation carryingonin

the short term, but thinks that

he would have to question his
involvementlongertermif things
do not change. “l think for two
yearsyes, it’s sustainable,” Steiner
said. “Butlong term: no, itgets
old. Ifitdoesn’tchange atsome
point there’s no pointto justbe
init. The business as a business
doesn’t work if you cannot

take and feel the enjoyment of
competing for podiums and wins.”

Hehadbeen dueto take on anew
role with overall control of motorsport
atPorschehad heremained with
the manufacturer.

Speakingabout hismovetoMcLaren,
Seidl said: “Thisisan enormous
privilege and challenge, which
Tamready for and committed to.

“Tohave an opportunity to
contributetothe McLarenlegacy
isextremely special and inspiring.

“McLaren hasthe vision, leadership
and experience but, mostimportantly,
the peopletoreturntothefront,andthat
will be my absolute focus and mission.”

Seidl will be placed in charge of
McLaren’s F1 operations as Brown
felthe could not manage therace
team as well asMcLaren’s other
extensiveracingoperations.

ByJonathan Noble

McLaren has appointed former
Porsche World Endurance
Championship boss Andreas
Seidl asits Formula 1 team’s
new managing director.

Following a major shake-up at
McLarenlast seasoninthe wake of a
disappointing start toitsfirst campaign
with Renault power, CEO Zak Brown
haslured Seidl away from Porsche.

Seidl joins McLaren after overseeing
three WEC drivers’ and constructors’
championship doublesin 2015-17, as
well as Le Mans 24 Hours successes
inall three years, before Porsche
then withdrew from the series to
focusonitsimpending Formula E
move slated for’19/20.

NotLeclexc

Antonio Giovinazzi says he will not try to
replicate Charles Leclerc’s success as
an F1 rookie when he drives for Sauber
in2019. Leclerc's efforts last year
paved the way for animmediate
graduation to Ferrariand opened the
door for Giovinazzito move into a full-
time drive at Sauber. “I didn't speak
much to him about this jump, | want to
focus on myself,” said Giovinazzi.
“Idon’'t want to repeat Charles’ results
last year orimprove his results — my target
is just to do the best | can on my side.”

president and CEO Sergio Marchionne.
Former Jordan technical chief
Anderson said: “Binotto is someone
who hasbeen very good at beinga
technical manager. You’ve got to
allow him to be a technical manager.
“Thatisafull-time job, seven days
aweek. It’snot a part-time thing.
Thatis going to dilute their technical
effortfor sure.
“Ithinkit’s the wrongdecision. They
should have brought someoneelsein.”

Ferrarimade the “wrongdecision”
picking Mattia Binotto toreplace
Maurizio Arrivabene asits Formula 1
team principal, says former F1
technical director Gary Anderson.

Binotto took charge of Ferrari’s
engine development afterits dismal
performance at the startof F1’s V6
turbo-hybrid erain 2014.

He was then promoted toarole as
overall technical chief in mid-2016 as
part of an overhaul designed by then-

Giovinazzireplaces Leclerc

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER ) > ) @MNmotorsport
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CHA(LENGE WINNERS... TiKK.

Former tech hoss Anderson criticises Ferrari’s promotion of Binotto
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MCcLAREN HIRES FORMER .

Porsche succeeded
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working at BMW Sauber until 2009
before overseeing BMW’sreturnto
the DTMin’12.
McLaren CEO Zak Brown said
Seidl’sappointment wasimportant.
“Thisisasignificant appointment
forusontwofronts,” hesaid. “First,
itisanotherimportant stepinour
F1performancerecovery planand
long-term commitmentto F1.
“Second, concentrated senior
leadership onour F1programmeisan
integral part of thelong-term strategy
of McLaren Racingtoexpandinto other
forms of global motorsportover time.
“Andreasisahighly capable
leader with atrack record of success
ineverythinghe hasbeen involved
with, and I1look forward to working
withhim.”

under Seidl’s control

1

Reportingdirectly to Brown,
Seidl willmanage the three key
heads of departments tasked
with McLaren’srevival.

Technical director James Key,
whoissettojoin McLaren later this
year, will be in charge of car design,
Simon Roberts will have responsibility
for car production and Paul James,
team manager, will lead operations
atthetrack.

Seidl’s appointment will also allow
sportingdirector Gilde Ferran more
freedom tomove intoarole wherehe
canhelp oversee McLaren’s wider
racingactivities—includingits assault
onthisyear’s Indianapolis 500—rather
than be devoted fully to F1.

SeidlisnostrangertoF1, having
previously made anamefor himself

Itisunclear who will replace
Binotto ashead of Ferrari’s technical
department, but there are suggestions
the team may elect to simply hand
moreresponsibility to aero chief
Enrico Cardile and head of its
engine department Corrado Iotti.

Anderson added: “Idon’treally
see why you would take your best
technical person...and put himin
amanagement, political position
whichisnot hisforte.”

Binotto has replaced Arnvabene

DRIVEN
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COSTA TAKES BLAME FOR BMW CLASH

BMW were on for
1-2 in Morocco

Antonio Felix da Costa believes
his team-mate Alexander Sims could
have won the ABB FIA Formula E
Marrakech E-Prix and blames
himself for the clash between
the BMW Andretti team-mates.
Simsmounted an assault for the
lead towards the end of therace
thatda Costa hadled after passing
early leader Sam Bird, but the BMW
driverslocked up goingintothe
Turn7left-hander and then collided

barriers and subsequently retired.
Jerome d’ Ambrosio went on to
win, while Simsrecovered from the
fracastorescuefourth place.
“I'msorry—that’samistakeanda
mistake coming from me only,” said
da Costa.
“[It’s] terribly frustrating in this
story because we losta win, we
lost aone-two, and even if it was just
me, Alex could have won therace.
“But because of that, I denied

I'mfeeling very bad for myself.”
Watchingtherace was Red Bull driver
Max Verstappen, who was observing
the stewarding proceedings and
serving one day of the public service
he was given for shoving former
Force Indiaracer Esteban Ocon
in the aftermath of the 2018
Brazilian Grand Prix.
But Virgin Racing’s Bird questioned
the decision to bring Verstappen to
an FE eventin the post-race press

“Ididn’t see him, it’snice thathe’s
here,” said the Brit who finished third.

“[But]Imean, to call coming
toaFormula E race community
serviceIthink does Formula E
abit of adisjustice.

“Thisisan amazing category,
and people pay to come and watch
us, itshouldn’t be a punishment
tocome here.

“Thope heenjoyedit,and I hope
he will give good feedback to some

asda Costaslid wide into the

him the win, denied the team a one-two.

conferencein Marrakech. of hiscolleagues.”

OVUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

The 2009 Formula 1 world
champion Jenson Button will
remainin Super GTin 2019
to defend his drivers’ crown.
Button will again pair up
with established Japanese
racing star Naoki Yamamoto
at Team Kunimitsu after the
duo successfully clinched the
2018 GT500 title... Toyota will
bring back the legendary Supra

name to Super GT next year after
revealing a concept version of the

: racecar. The Japanese manufacturer :
: firstused the Suprain Super GT's

: forerunnerthe All Japan Grand

: Touring Car Championship JGTC)
> in 1995 and won a total of four titles
: withthe car... Mario Andretti’s

1969 victory in the Indianapolis

500 will be celebrated this year
: with a special logo and a display

: of some of his most famous
: carsintheIMS Museum. The

: nexttothe Borg-Warner

. Trophy, with the zero in the ‘50’

. representing the oval track and
: the historic Yard of Bricks start-
: finish line... Retired 2003 Champ
: Cartitle winner Paul Tracy will make
: areturnto racing next month, sharing
: aFord Mustang run by MARC Cars

: evernightraces under

: floodlights in August lastyear,
: inwhatwas Misano’s first

: seasonontheschedule.lthas
: keptits spot for2019, butthe

: races will no longer run at

: night... Carlin has announced

¢ Honda protege Teppei Natori as its
: first driver signing for the 2019 FIA
* Formula 3 season. Natori finished

: secondin Japanese F4 last year.

: atthe Bathurst 12 Hours. He will

: replace the injured Boris Said in

: theteam’sinvitational class Ford

: Mustang alongside 2014 Bathurst
1000 winner Paul Morris and team

: ownerKeith Kassulke... The DTM

- will switch its Misano round

: todaytimein 2019, having

: announced uniform starttimes
: forits 18-race schedule. The

: Italian venue held DTM’s first-

logo features Andretti waving

Chilton and Jackson
sign with Motorhase

Tom Chilton will remain at
the Motorbase Performance
Ford Focus RS squad for 2019,
alongside the team’snew
recruit Ollie Jackson.

Chilton, whoreturnedtothe
British Touring Car Championship
for 2017 with Power Maxed Racing
after afive-year sabbatical,
finished third in the standings
lastyear and won oneracein
the Shredded Wheat-backed
Motorbase Ford.

Jackson took hisfirst podiumin
the categorylasttermina AmD
Tuning Audi S3during a wet-but-
dryingraceat Brands Hatch in
the second race of the season.

The team has another entrants’
licencetorunathird carin
theseries, andisin talks with
drivers. An announcement
isexpected soon.

“Iabsolutelylove the guysat
Motorbase, they are such hard
workers and I genuinely believe
we can go ontotake thetitlefrom

Motorbase boss David Bartrum (1) with new recruit Ollie Jackson

where we started in ourfirst year
together,” said Chilton.

Motorbase hasa “significant”
testing programme planned
ahead of the coming campaign,
which will allow Jackson to get
uptospeed with thecar.

The 34-year-old raced with
Motorbasein the Porsche Carrera
CupGBin2009and’10,and

Brabham aims for 2022 Le Mans 24 Hours

Therevived Brabham marque
isaimingtobeonthegridat

that will haveitsrootsin the
million-pound BT62 trackday

the Le Mans 24 Hoursin 2022. carunveiledlast May.
Australian-based Brabham Brabham said: “Itisimportant

Automotive, which launched that wereturntoracing,

last May with 2009 Le Mans becauseitisinour DNA.

winner David Brabham —son
of marque co-founder Sir
Jack Brabham-—atthehelm, is

“Wetold everyone when we
launched that we wanted to go
racingand thatthe ultimate

planninga World Endurance goal wasto getto Le Mans.
Championshipentryinthe “Therehasbeenalotof
GTEProclassatthestartof speculation about how we might
the 2021/22 season. doit, so we want to confirmthe
The GTE car will be based directionin which we are going

onanew road-going sportscar andthat’s GTEin 2021/22.”

claimed the Pro-Am1division

spoilsin hissecond season.
Jacksonsaid: “Havinghad the

relationship with [team boss]

e e

_'._1_‘.

—  —BRABMAMLAL -

David [Bartrum],I waslucky
enoughtotestthe Focusatthe
end of last season, and beingin
amore competitive car proved

thatI wasready tomakethe step
upintoarace winningteam.”

GTE car will be based on the BT62 road-going sportscar

Turkington wants to

heat Rouse’s record

Reigning British Touring Car
champion Colin Turkingtonis
aimingtobreak championship
records by winning the most
titlesin the series’ history.

The WSRBMW 125i M Sport
driver, a46-time winnerin the
category, announced before
AutosportInternational that
he would remaininhisdrivefor
2019 and carry the number one.

Hehasthreetitles, thesameas
fellow 2019 racer Matt Neal, and
Turkington says heisnow
aimingeven higher.

“Ifeel honoured tohave three
titles,” hesaid. “If thatisasfar
asIcango,Iwill be happy with
that. Buteveryone keeps telling
methat Andy Rouseistheonly
onetohave wonitfourtimesand
Ijustkeepthinking ‘wouldn’t
fivebe great?’ If you are the most
successful, thatis somethingelse
—awholenewlevel. Why not
shoot for the moon?

“That would be an amazingfeat
and that would be the dream, but
youneed alot of ingredientstobe
rightfor thattohappen.Ithink
Ihavethatinplacethisyear.”

Neal and Cammish aim
for BTCC title hids

Three-time British Touring Car
champion Matt Neal says that
knowledge gained with the new-
shape FK8 Honda Civic TypeR
can help turn the Team Dynamics
machineintoaconstantthreat
forthe 2019 crown.

Neal and rookie team-mate Dan
Cammish will return and have
targeted improvements at circuits
which were a strugglein 2018.

Nealsaid: “There wasalotto
learnand alottoprocess. Wehad
some greatresults, butitdidn’t
always go well: there was fantastic
speedin the carat certain events
butnotatall. Wehavenow gota
year’sdatawiththecarand
Ihavehad ayear working
alongside Dan.Iamlooking
forward toexpandingonthat.”

Nealfinishedninthinthe
standingslast year with two wins,
oneplaceinfront of Cammish,
who also took a brace of victories,
intheoverall driver standings.

“Duringthemiddle to theend of
the season, I was strong with some
greatresults,” said Cammish, who
won the Jack Sears Trophy for
the top driver who had yet to gain
apodium atthestart of the2018
contest. “In2019,Iamnolongera
GT driver pretendingto become a
BTCCdriver.Iam afully-fledged
BTCCdrivernow.Iam goingto
startthe season with the intention
of beingrightin the shake-up
attheend of theseason.”
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Mazda tyres

The British Racing and Sports Car Club’s
Mazda MX-5 Championship will switch
to running on Avon tyres this year. The
move from Hankook rubber brings the
series for Mk1 MX-5s in line with the
BRSCC’s two categories for Mk3 M X-5s,
the Super Cup and Super Series. A
transition period will allow drivers to use
up their existing stock of Hankook tyres.

JSCC entries

The Junior Saloon Car Championshipis
reporting strong interest ahead of the 2019
season. Twenty-eight drivers have so far signed
up with series bosses targeting increased
30-car grids for this year. A new rookie prize will
also be introduced in conjunction with Dunlop.

TCR UK appointment
Experienced race series administrator
David Sonenscher has been appointed
as the chief operating officer for TCR UK.
The TCR Asia and TCR Malaysia boss
began working with the series lastyear
and has now taken on a more formal role
with the category for its second season.

Legends prize

Upto 11 drivers from this year's Legends
Cars National Championship will take part
inthe annual end of season touring car
experience weekend. Former British Touring
Car Championship team HMS Racing will
once again host the weekend, which will
include high-speed passenger laps in the
squad's Alfa Romeo Giulietta with driver
Rob Austin.

Rockingham grandstand
Councillors have voted unanimously

to tear down the grandstands at
Rockingham, following the race track’s
closure in December. All signage
directing traffic to the 52,000-seater
venueis also to be removed.

RGB regular Spire joins
CSCC Magnificent Sevens

Multiple 750 Motor Club RGB champion
manufacturer Spire Sports Cars will
enter the Classic Sports Car Club
Magnificent Sevensfray for thefirst time
thisseason, withnew RB7 carsin build at
itsDerbyshire base for existing customers
John Cutmore and David Watson.

“I'dbeen planningtoretirefor a while,
but Dave and John were very persuasive,”
said Spirefounder Paul Nightingale.

“Some of the componentsusedinthe
front-engined Bikesports car weran
last year, includingmuch of theframe,
arecarried overtothe RB7. Having
worked with the scrutineertoensure
thatitconformstotheseries’ [Group B
motorcycle-engined, Class J]regulations
the projectismoving along quickly now
andthebodyisbeingmade. Both cars
will be powered by 1440cc Suzuki
Hayabusaengines.”

Long-time RGB Spireracer and
former championship class winner
Cutmore already has abike-engined
Caterham which hetested at Snetterton
towardsthe end of last season.

However, the Suffolk house builder who
initially raced a Westfield Megablade in
RGBislookingforward tothe challenge
of developing anew bespokeracer with
Nightingale, whoserear-engined GT3
designshehasraced foradecade.

Apollo will run scholar Brooks in Millers Oils car

LEWIS AND
CREATEL

By Stephen Lickorish

Ex-Formula 1 driver Martin
Donnelly and former single-
seaterteam owner Jonathan
Lewis have teamed up again to
set up a Ginetta Junior squad.
The duo have worked together
with a Formula Vauxhall Junior
programme in the past after Lewis
had run the works Van Diemen
team in Formula Ford. Now Lewis,
who has also achieved successin
Miniracing, will again work

DONNELLY 5

INETTA TEAM &t

Duo plan to run'fnur cars with new Apollo outfit

alongside Donnelly as they plan
torun four carsin Ginetta Junior
this season.

“Wefeel that the experience
we have together from Vauxhall
Junior, we wanttouse that
knowledge and have decided
tosetupthe team,” 13-time
grand prix starter Donnelly
explained. “Although
the juniors probably

¥

Donnellyis behind
new Ginetta squad

™~ =

don’teven knowme and Jonathan

from back in the day!
“Welooked at what was
available, what was affordable
4 and what was doable. And
¥ Ginetta Junioristhe same
‘e thing[as Vauxhall Junior]
just with a bodyshell onit.
“Jonathan
encouraged Eddie
Ivesand Eliteto
doJuniorsand
we’relookingto
comealongto

kick Elite Motorsport’sass.”

The team has already made two
signings for the 2019 season with
Apollorunning the new Ginetta
Junior scholar Ethan Brooksin a
Millers Oils-backed car, following the
firm entering a technical partnership
with Ginetta. It will also run fellow
karting graduate Alex Walker.

Ginetta motorsport manager Ash
Gallagher added: “It’s alwaysnice to
have some new teams in the series.
Althoughit’sanewname,it’savery
established team of people.”

Any driver who wins threeraces
in British Formula 4 this year will
have their engine tested, as part of
planstoincrease the monitoring
of competitors.
Once the three wins have been
achieved -and they don’thaveto
be consecutive—the engine will be
taken to the series’ tuning partner
Neil Brown Engineering for tests
ahead of the nextevent.
Championship promoter Sam Roach
said: “They’renot expecting tofind
anything,itjust gives thatreassurance
toeveryone. Neil Brown Engineering
are doing an exceptionally good job

British F4 increases engine testing for 2019 season

with equalising these engines and we
wantto expandon that.”

Neil Brown Engineeringreplaced
Sodemo asthe category’sengine
support providerfrom the 2018 season.
@ British Formula 4 driver Josh
Skelton will remain with the JHR
Developments squad for a second
seasonintheseries this year after
finishing 10th in the standingsin 2018.

“We wentto Valenciatotestand he
wasonfire—hedida very goodjob,”
said JHR team boss Steve Hunter.
“I'would expect him toberunning
right up atthe front for the duration
of theseason.”

Skeltonis the latest driver to be announced as competing in British F4

Coates has joined Team Hard

Coates to have another attempt at winning Clio title

Renault UK Clio Cuptitle contender Max
Coates willremaininthe seriesthis year
after enteringanew partnership with
British Touring Car squad Team Hard.

Coates headed the standings for much
of the 2018 season driving for Team Pyro
but ultimately fell to third behind Paul
Rivett and James Dorlin.

Hehad targeted amoveintothe BTCC
for this season but, after being unable to
find a seat, Coatesinstead aimstobecome
thefinal Clio champion as the series will
be scrapped at the end of thisseason.

“We said all along what we wanted todo
wastouringcars,” said Coates. “Iwould’ve
loved tohave done thatbutIalsoreally
enjoy racinginthe Clio Cup. We’ve got
tobe aimingfor the championship and

Iwanttobethelastone[champion].”
Coates will be joined by VW Racing Cup
driver Ethan Hammerton at the team.
“Tony [Gilham, Team Hard boss]
approached me over the winter and said
he would like to do something with me
and Ethanin Clios,” Coates added. “We
know whattodoin termsof runninga
team and they are helpingto provide the
infrastructuretodothat underthe Team
Hard banner. And having that touring
carlinkisgreat.”
@ Clio CupInternational Final winner
Jack Young will alsoreturn to the UK Clio
Cup thisyear. The 2017 Clio Junior
champion made hisdebutin the senior
series mid-way through last season and
will again compete with MRM in 2019.
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Two-time Clio champion Palmer

Palmer moves into Mini
Challenge with Hard

Double Michelin Clio Cup champion
Ben Palmer will switch to the Mini
Challenge this season, driving for
Team Hard.

The 23-year-old made his debut in
the series at Donington Park last year,
instantly impressing by taking pole
and two fifth-placefinishes.

He will now race in the series
full-time in 2019.

“Ican’t wait to get started in the Mini
Challenge for 2019 after I dipped my toe
inthe water at Donington Park in 2018,”
said Palmer. “After two seasonsin the
Michelin Clio Cup, I felt the time was
right tomake the next stepin my career.

“The Mini Challenge presents a
fantastic opportunity to get my name
outin the world of motorsport
especially with the news that the
championship will be joining the
BTCC circus for 2020.”

All UK series could
be affected in future

inthe UK where those writing the
laws don’t understand how bad
regulation can hurtindividuals
and companies.

“T'll befightingin the European
Parliament tomake sure that we
try and secure an exemption
for motorsport.”

Dalton said that the success of
the voteistoo closeto call. The
vote will be preceded by a
meetingin Strasbourgto
discussthe amendment.

“We have the political groups -

have anarrow majority in that
committee, and the three groups

are supporting this package. But

it’s very, very tight. The other

groups are generally not supportive
of what we are tryingto do.

“I’'m confident we can getit through.
If it goes through them, Iimagineit
will have to go to the main parliament,
which will likely happen in February.”

Dalton believes that if the changes
pass before Brexit, or duringa
planned transition phase of two
yearsonce the UK hasleftthe EU,

internal market committee, which is
currently discussing his suggested
amendment to therevised Motor
Insurance Directive which would
effectively exclude motorsport from
needing to have third party insurance
for vehicles on private land.

If avote within the committee on
January 22 is successful, it will likely
be accepted by parliament asit
generally ratifies the suggestions
of its own committee.

Dalton, an ex-professional cricket
player and son of a clubmotorsport

The future of motorsport competition
could bedecided on January 22 when a
vote within the EU will help to decide
theimplementation of the Vnuk
insuranceruling.

Thelegal case known as Vnuk led
the European court to determine
that the Motor Insurance Directive
was beingimplemented incorrectly,
andthatall vehicles—even on
privateland -must have third party
insurance adding a potentially
catastrophiclevel of costto
grassroots participants.

Wood huys Holden
Supercar to race

Special Saloon preparation
expert Ric Wood has acquired
a V8 Supercar, with a view
toracingitin the UK.

Wood, whose most recent
project has been the completion
of Vauxhall Dealer Team’s
‘Mega Bertha’ special, has

had the 5000cc 2008 Holden
Commodore shipped over
from Australia but has not
made a commitment to a
particular series yet.

“It’s eligible for everything
from Thundersaloons to
possibly the Super Touring
races,” said Wood.

“There’s probably eight
proper, genuine cars in the UK
now. There’s almost a series
there or a class for them.

“Iboughtit because Ilove
the noise and Ilove the car.
Isit going to pass the noise

Conservative MEP Dan Dalton
sitsonthe European Parliament’s

marshal, said: “Thisis the kind of
legislation that gets people so angry

the ECR, the Liberal group and
there’sthe EPP -the three groups

then the Motor Insurance Directive
will apply.

New Autosport award honours Henry Hope-Frost

Autosport International’s tributes to
thelate Henry Hope-Frostincluded
thelaunch of anew journalism prize

in hishonour—-the HHF Fever Award.

Lucy Morson became the first
recipient of the award, which will be

Frost’sfather Tim and son Oscar.
Autosport Academy founder
Matt Beer said: “Everyone who
shared the Autosport office with
Henry will remember his loudly-
expressed disdain for bad writing

scrutineering? No!” given annually to the most promising and grammatical errors, soit’s
Heis alsorebuilding a member of the Autosport Academy entirely appropriate that the

Group A Nissan GTR R32, training scheme and offers a award winner is someone whose

although the projectisin year’s paid internship with extremely high-quality copy

its early stages. the Autosport publications. would’ve delighted him every
“No-one’s managed to get A Motorsport News contributor timeitlanded on hisdesk.”

a proper Group A Nissan with since shefirstjoined the Academy Morson’s Autosportrole will

FIA papers yet, so my mission
istodo a proper Group A
Nissan with papers,” he added.

Wilcox returns to British GT in GTC class Porsche

Former British GT class champion
Adam Wilcox will make a category
returnina GTC class Porsche
Carrera Cup car entered by
WPIMotorsport.

Wilcox, who won the 2004 GT
CupdivisioninaFerrari360
Challenge, will share the new 911
GT3 Cup with British GT newcomer
Michael Igoe, reprising the line-up
that contested selected Britcar and
GT Cup meetingslast year.

i &

T.'Ei-

Lucy Morson (second left) won the inaugural Henry Hope-Frost Fever Ad

‘a‘."i

asal6-year-oldin 2015, Morson
was presented with the award
on the Autosport Stage by Hope-

FIA Silver-graded Wilcox last
competed in British GT'in 2013,
when heraced Ferrariand Aston
Martin GT3machinery.

WPIisthe only team sofarto be
confirmed for the GTC division,
created for carsoriginating from
single-make championships, and
becomes thefirst Porsche entrant
since Team Parker Racing ditched
the unloved Cayman GT4 Clubsport
MR atthe end of 2017.

Porsche 911 GT3
Cup will race in GTC |

commence when she completes her
English degree at Oxford Brookes
University later this year.
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By Stephen Lickorish

The British Racing and Sports Car
. Clubwill run a special Caterham
endurancerace at Silverstone at
the start of this season.

The four-hour Caterham Motorsport
Team Enduro will take place on the
National circuit on March 16 and
is opento Roadsport, 270R and
310R competitors.

Drivers will be graded based on
their finishing position in past seasons
and each team’s driver grading total
will have to match a pre-determined

score to help ensure parity.

“We wanted to give them an
opportunity to getrid of the winter
rust,” said BRSCC chairman Peter
Daly. “It’s something we’ve been
lookingtodoforafew years.It’san
opportunity for them torace their
new cars as alot of drivers would
bemoving up to the next series.”

The club wanted to organise
something special asit’s the first
time Caterhams have visited the
Silverstone National circuit for
almost 10 years. The first round of
the Caterham championships also

take place there three weekslater,
meaning theenduranceraceisa
perfect testing opportunity.

There will also be races for non-
Caterhams, with Daly believing the
success of the Plum Pudding event -
where 26 drivers took partin the Saloon
Car contests—shows there’s amarket
for races outside of the main season.

“We’re also running open saloon
car and sports carraces for members
of any club,” said Daly. “It’san
opportunity for any racer to get
their car out of the garage and
giveit abit of ashakedown.”

- Race will be
at Silverstone

New ‘superpole’ qualifying format for 420Rs

The Caterham Seven 420R
championship will introduce
a ‘superpole’ qualifying
format for this season.

The seriesis the highest rung
of the Caterham ladder and
series bosses in conjunction
with the British Racing and
Sports Car Club have devised a
unique qualifying format.

The first part of qualifying will
run as normal before the top 10
order will then be decided by

one flying lap for each driver.

“The 420Rs have very competitive
qualifying sessions and the level
of racing is semi-professional,”
said BRSCC chairman Peter
Daly. “We’ve decided this with
Caterham and believe it’s a good
ideatospiceitup.

“The top 10 cars will be released
in 15-to 20-second intervalsin
reverse order to do one flying lap
todecide the grid. It should add
some excitement.”

Series was part
of CTCRC roster

Championship status for Classic YW Cup in 2019

The Classic VW Cup has secured
championship status for this
season and also plansto
introduce anew GT Cup class.
The series was originally part
of the Classic Touring Car Racing
Club’s roster but for last season
itbecame a standalone British
Automobile Racing Club category
initsownright. Now it will
become a championship for the
firsttime and has alsonamed
Nankangasits control tyre
supplier for this season.
“Itshowsit’s coming of age,”

Prize money for new drivers

A £10,000 prize potis haveneverracedin
said series coordinator Ian on offer for any new the Fun Cup before,”
Fowler. “Anyone canruna crew which takesa said Paul Rose, Fun
series but you can’tjust goto victory during the Cupracedirector,
Motorsport UK and say ‘I want 2019 Fun Cupseason.  whohaspredicteda
achampionship permit’. To get Alongside the top 30-car grid for 2019.
that this year shows that the prize, asecond place “It’s called Fun Cup
hard work is paying off.” will earn anew crew and peoplesayit’s

While the main series caters £3000, and third £1000. easy because of the
for pre-2003 Volkswagens, Fowler Both professional name, people say they
plans torunthenew GT Cup class and amateur drivers canwinthatand we
too at Silverstone, Snetterton will beeligibleforthe  said ‘well youcanhire
and Anglesey. Thisis opentoall prize provided they acarandproveit’.
Volkswagen Audi Group cars, have never competed “We’ve got two
and they don’t have to meet inaFun Cuprace teams signed up
Classic VW Cupregulations. priortothis year. already who are new
“It’sfordriversthat forthisyear.”

Fiesta championship makes class changes Cottrell joins 750 Motor Club as clerk of course

A changetotheclass structure of
the British Racingand Sports Car
Club’s Fiesta Championship has
been made to increase competition
atthefront of thefield.

Previously runningfour classes
formodels of various ages, the
series willnow be headlined by a
Championship class for the Mk6 ST
and Mk7Zetec Smodels. The older
MKk3 Siand MK5 Zetec versions
will comprise anew Classicclass.

Tuningspecialist Pumaspeed has

developed anew ECUmap and
cams which, together with arevised
airbox and lower minimum weight,
will give the Zetec S a power-to-
weightratiosimilartothe ST.
Multiple class winner Jon
Cooper’s Zetec Sisthefirsttobe
fitted with the upgrade kit and will
testat Brands Hatch thismonth.
Coopersaid: “Itmay beabit
of trial and errorfor thefirstfew
rounds but everybody’s pulling
inthesamedirection.”

_E

There will be just two classes

The 750 Motor Club has appointed
Bernard Cottrell as its new clerk of
the course for the next two years.
Having worked with the World
Endurance Championship and
Blancpain series, Cottrellis one of
Europe’s most experiencedrace
directors and clerks of the course.
He was also previously clerk for
the British Racing and Sports Car
Clubas well asits chairman and
will replace Viv Ayres at the
750MC, whois stepping down

from therole after 30 years.

“Iwasa[750MC] member many,
many years ago and it’s always been
one of those clubs just under the
radar alittle bit,” said Cottrell, who
will work as a steward at this year’s
Formula 1 British Grand Prix.

“Imeanif youlook they’ve got
crackinggrids and they’ve got
some good people as well and I just
feltit was a bit of an opportunity
when they approached mesoI’'m
looking forward toit.”

Cottrelll joins 750MC
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‘Norris targets

more Lola races’

XL Aurora Series, below

Photos: Paul Lawrence

R.A.C. RALLY ROUTE
Thursday November 21 (18 miles)
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GURNEY
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Current owner: Frank Lyons

Ithas Indycarorigins
“The chassis was designed
for Indycar racing and Dan
Gurney had sponsorship from

EXTENDEDR.A.C.
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The XL Aurora Series is the new
title for the Derek Bell Trophy, the
HSCC’s series forthe fastest and
most spectacular single-seaters
in UK historic racing. The rebirth
of the series for pre’79 racing
carsis aresultof a partnership
between the HSCC and supercar
leasing specialists XL Limited.

Jorgensen Steel and he } 13(1) gg’g E|mllfr\:1 ] Bailey’s plans
originally had this mad idea to 1145 [ Service ESyntay Race and rally driver Jerry Bailey plans
make as much of the car as » 4 - to contest more ralliesin 2019 after
. g i 1225 |SS7 Cefn 2 ) . .
possible frorn tltanlum. When Enmpe t’tnrs happy as full rnute ’s ""velled 1300 |SS8 Gwibedog 2 bgsmess commitments forced'hlr'n to
he took this idea to Bill - . 1320 |Service Epynt miss most of last season. He will field
Jorgensen, Jorgensen didn't - 1355 1SS9 Epynt 2 two Ford Escort Mk2s, one in gravel
want to sponsor a car like that.” 1420 1SS10 Halfway 2 trim and one in asphalt specification,
1430 |Endofleg |Epynt on rounds of t.he British Hi§toric Rally
They were changed to Championship and Historic Asphalt
F5000s Saturday November 23 (106 miles) Championship as well as the Roger

“Dan had a brief spellin
Formula 5000 in the early days
with an Eagle so after the Indy
programme in 1973 he had
anideathat it would make a
good F5000 car. He actually
built four cars but one of the
four was written off in period.
The otherone is in the States.
They are avery well made
carand itis a heavyweight
compared to alolaT330, but
has incredibly good handling.”

Lyons gotitin 2005
“The first time | saw this car
was at Brands Hatch and it
belongedtolan Giles.I'd
always liked the carand he
decided he wasn't going to
race itanymore, so | ended up
buying it. That was more than
10 years ago. My wife Judy
started driving it and enjoyed
it. Then, out of the blue, about
three years ago adealerin

-

By Paul Lawrence

The announcement of the
full route forthe 2019
Roger Albert Clark Rally
has been met with

International, rally manager
Colin Heppenstall added
some details to theroute:
“We’ve got 12 stages that are
over 10mileslong and the
Kershope and Bewshaugh
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-’ Sunday November 24 (17 miles)

agreatroute.I'malready
looking forward to the rally
of theyear!”

Three-time British
Historic Rally champion
Jason Pritchard said: “The
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Albert Clark Rallyin November.

Hogarth to race M3
GT racer Paul Hogarth will race
his ex-Tim Harvey BMW M3 in
selected events this season
alongside a programme in the
new Ferrari Challenge UK.
Hogarth only raced the Labatt’s-
liveried car once last season,
taking a Historic Touring Car
victory at the Oulton Park Gold
Cup. “I’s aniconic livery for me,”
said the Cheshire-based racer.

Norris wants more
Historic single-seater racer Keith
Norris hopes to domore racesina
Formula 5000 this seasoninthe
revised XL Aurora Series. Norris raced
the ex-David Hobbs Lola T300 at the
HSCC Silverstone Finals last year and
willnow do more eventsin the car
owned by XL founder Martin Walker.
Norris previously raced a Chevron B49.

the US phoned me and asked widespread approval stagesareover 17miles.The  routeisvery goodand 1945 |Endofleg |Carlisle Clee Hill’s entry

if I'd like another Eagle.” from the across the sport, secondrun of Bewshaugh Radnor in the dark will be . A strong entry of 65 cars will
notably from competitors. will be the final stage of the for thelocal heroes. Monday November 25 (66 miles) contest Sunday’s Clee Hill Trial,

He now has two The event’s 32 special rally to giveita proper sting “Hopefully our third 0700 | Restart Carlisle which returns after ayear’s

“It was the unraced chassis stages over five days will in the tail.” attempt will be different 0800 [SS28 Newcastleton absence. Based from Ludlow,

number 1 in the Vijay Mallya
collection in California. So |
went over and had alook at it,
and really liked it and ended up
with that one as well. When we
started preparing it, there was
acrackin one of the uprights
so | went back to Gurney’s son
to ask about another upright.
He said they had loads of
them but his dad would not
sellanyone anything made
from magnesium because of
the long-term liability. So we
had to cast our own uprights.”

He collects F5000s
“We will race the other one at
some point. We've owned the
Sid Taylor McLaren M18 for 20
years; we have a McRae and
several Lolas. | really should
stop collecting them and get
them to people who will go
outandrace them.In 1975,
Gurney did an FA75, which
James Hunt raced but there
was only one of those, which

deliver 300 forest stage
miles tomake thelongest
and toughest stagerally in
Britain for more than 20
years. Thelist of entry
deposits placed has now
hit175.

Speaking at Autosport

Wide range of cars ligile

Therally will open with
twonine-mile stagesin
Radnor forest on Thursday
evening to offer an equally
challengingstart.

The 2017 winner of the
biennial event, Marty
McCormack, said: “That’s

Super Touring Trophy is expanded to wider range of cars in revamp

The Dunlop Saloon Car Cup is
the new title for the revamped
Super Touring Trophy and
will now takein a wider
range of racing saloons
from 1970 through to 2006.
The Historic Sports Car
Club series will feature three
distinct groups of saloon and

after twonon-finishes. I
only used the Escort once
last year so we’ll do a couple
of events this year before
the Roger Albert Clark. To
win it would be very special
but there will be plenty of
people with the same aim.”

touring cars: Group 1, Group A
and Super Touring/S2000, and
will take in eight races at four
historicracing festivals. Each
group will have a dedicated
podium. The earlier Group 1
cars from up to 1982 will be able
torun onslicks or treaded tyres
and all cars will use Dunlops.
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Andy Dee-Crowne of the
HSCCsaid: “Iam delighted
tounveil the Dunlop Saloon

Car Cup. It will be home to
afabulous array of period
racing saloon and touring
cars and we are keen to
ensure that each group of
cars hasits ownidentity.”

the Midland Automobile Club
classic trial features adozen
hillsin Shropshire and includes
entries from former Historic F2
racer Tim Barrington (Dellow)
and leading historic rally driver
Alan Walker (Singer Junior).

Orr blimey

Northern Irishman Stanley Orr will
return to contest the British Historic
Rally Championship this season after
atwo-year absence. Orr's Ford Escort
Mk1 will be among the quickest
Category 2 contenders and Orr hopes
toadd the Roger Albert Clark Rally to
his schedule if funds allow. “It would be
adreamcometruetodoit,” he said.

Bromyard back

The Bromyard Speed Festival will
return to the Herefordshire town
on Sunday April 7 after ayear’s
sabbatical. In whatis now planned
to be abiennial format, the
demonstration sessions around
the streets of the market town will
feature a raft of classic and period

Special Mini races at Silverstone Classic s ' e

looks a bit like a McLaren M26." competition cars. A special feature

Asmany as 50 pre-1966 Minis
will race at the Silverstone
Classic (July 26-28) to mark
the 60th anniversary of the
original Mini Minor.

Masters Historic Racing will
deliver a grid for two sprintraces
on the Silverstone GP circuit,
dedicated to FIA Appendix K
specification Minis. Model

are expected to top the entry.

“We are delighted that Masters
hasbeen asked to organise these
Mini-only celebrationraces,”
said Ron Maydon from Masters
Historic Racing.

“Minis are very close tomy
own heartand, in their 60th
anniversary year, it only seems
right that we should be

-a-

_j'-".

.,'H"

will honour the memory of local
racer Barrie ‘Whizzo’ Williams.

Lyons now has two Eagles specialistslike Nick Swift, Nick

Padmore and Jonathan Lewis

F5000 WOWS THE CROWDS AT THE AUTOSPORT SHOW > > JPAGE1S

showcasing a grid of 40-50 FTA-
specification pre-66 Minis.”

Up to 50 pre-1966 Minis are expected to take partintheraces | Bromyard event to return
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PULLOUTO,
DAKARA

Sebastien Loeb’s PH Sport team-mate Harry Hunt was forced to retire from Dakar with back pain.The Briton was running in seventh place overall when he rolled his
Peugeot 3008 DKR. He started Sunday’s stage, but could not carry on. Loeb meanwhile has secured three stage victories as he tries to take his first win on the event.
As MNwent to print on Monday he sat second overall and trailed Toyota driver Nasser Al-Attiyah by 37m43s, with Stephane Peterhansel third and 41m14s adrift.

MILLIONS COULD BE INVESTED IN UK DRIVERS

Motorsport News canreveal details
of Rally Team UK’s multi-million-
poundbidtodeliver the next
generation of Britishrally stars

to the World Rally Championship.

Details of the new initiative have
been spreading since the new year —
and were confirmed when the Rally
Team UK name was launched on
social medialast week.

Theintentionisto offer several
British drivers the opportunity to
progressthroughtheranksincars—
four Hyundaii20 R5s and six Ford
FiestaR2Ts—which will be
purchased by Rally Team UK.

Chris Ingram and Rhys Yates look set
tobethehighest profile drivers with
speculation that they could competein
WRC2underthe RTUK banner. The
othertwo Hyundais arereckonedtobe
setforthe British Rally Championship,
where they will be driven by Osian
Pryceand Meirion Evans.

Competinginavariety of junior
programmes, MNunderstands Tommi
Meadows, James Williams, George
Lepley, James McDermott, Gina
Walker and Finlay Retson will be
driving the M-Sport-sourced Fiestas.

Allthedrivers—who have been
issued with draft contracts—attended

ameeting with Paul Curson, the
man behind RTUK, and former
Ford Motorsport director Martin
Whitaker, who hasacceptedarole
astheteam’s CEO.

Whitakersaid: “We have been
working very hard on Rally Team UK
forthelastmonth. Unfortunately,
AutosportInternational camejusta
little bittoo quickly for ustomakeafull
formallaunch, but we havereleased the
team name and some of the structure.

“Ican’ttalk about names of drivers
because we're stillin the contract
stage with them.Iwould expectto
havenewsonthedriversinthe very
near future, in the next two weeks. We
havealot of work todo, the new season
isrightaround the corner with the
world and British championships
starting very soon.”

Whitaker wouldn’t be drawn on the
fundingrequired for theimmediate
purchase of morethanamillion
pounds’ worth of rally cars.

“AllIcantell youisthatthe
programmeisfunded out of the
private sector,” he said.

MNunderstands Curson’sown
rally carleasingfirmisinvolved.

Whitaker underlined the importance
of the project, adding: “The emphasis

herehastobeonthe way we're going
about this, thisis afully-formed, funded
and well-structured programme. It’s
about giving youngsters a path on
which they can develop themselves
tomove towards the top of the sport.
Andit’snotjustaboutdrivingthecar,
Rally Team UK has all the necessary
areas such asfitness, nutrition,

media work and coaching covered.

“Britain hasan amazing heritagein
motorsportand we have produced some
greatdrivers, butit’s been 20 yearssince
Colin [McRae]and Richard [Burns]
and we haven’treally had anybody at
the top of the sport since then—that’s
notacriticism, it’safact of life. We’ve
had the talent, butthey haven’thad the
opportunity toactually getto the top.

“Thisisaverybiginvestmentin
Britishrallying.”

The cars are expected to berun by
Meirion Evans’ father Mel Evans,
whoruns hisown eponymous
preparationfirmin Wales.

BRC manager Iain Campbell told
MN: “We’ve seen some very successful
driver management and development
models around the world and it would
be great if the UK could have one of its
own. Thisisafantastic opportunity for
thesedrivers.”

Ingramis among driverslinked

Ingram, whoscoreda WRC 2podium
onhisdebutintheseriesin Turkey last
season, said: “It’s very flattering tobe
offered a place in Rally Team UK and
it’sdefinitely one of the options we’'re
lookingatinthe comingseason.”

Yates was of a similar opinion.
Headded: “Thisisareally exciting
opportunity for the future. Whata
prospect! Andnotjust for me, butfor
rallyingin Britain. It’s very exciting.”

Whitaker confirmed hehad
discussed the programme with
Motorsport UK chairman David
Richardsaswell asotherleading
figuresin Britishrallying.

New scheme gratefully
received, but can it pay?

By Sunday night, pretty
much the entire population
of rally driversinthe :
United Kingdom had been

signed up toRally Team Says...
UK. And there wasn’tarally
cartobehad-Rally Team UK had bought
them all. And then ordered some more.

Everybodyisin onit, everybodyis part
of it. But who’s payingfor it? Cue serious
inspection of your own shoes.

Certainly, Rally Team UK soundslike the
grandest of plans from Paul Curson and his
team. Without doubt, thisis what British
rallyinghas been waiting for: benevolence
which comes with a creditline reportedly
registeringnot just millions, but hundreds
of millions. Some of which, as Martin
Whitaker confirms, will be spent on
bringing Britain back to the big time—worth
remembering two of the 10full-timefactory
seats on offer in the World Rally Championship
areactually taken by Brits this season...

Cynicism comes with the territory when
you work on these pages and any question
marks over a programme of thismagnitude
simply reflect the mood in the wider British
rallying community.

Butlet’sput that toone side and wish Rally
Team UK the best for an ambitious future.

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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LINKED TO WRC RETURN

MN predicted WRC
return for Gronholm

Marcus Gronholm’s World
Rally Championshipreturnin
Sweden next monthisadelayed
50th birthday present to himself.
The two-time world champion
will drive a Toyota Yaris WRC
ontheTorsby-based event, but
he’salready emphasisingthe
outingisallaboutenjoying
himself rather than pushing for
arecord-breaking sixth winon
hisfavourite round of the series.
Gronholm and Swedish legend
StigBlomgvistare themost
successful drivers on Sweden’s
round of the WRC with five wins.
Asrevealed by MNin
September, Gronholm came
closeto competingin Sweden
12monthsago, only tomiss out
duetoalack of car availability.

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Nextmonth he will compete
with hisbrother-in-law and
theman whonavigated him
toboth world titles in 2000
and 2002, Timo Rautiainen.
Rautiainen now works asthe
FIA’svice-president of the
WRC Commission, buthe
will be used to the co-driver’s
seatagain after contesting
the ArcticRally with Valtteri
BottasinaFord Fiesta WRC.

Gronholm will competeina
privately entered Yaris which
will be serviced alongside—but
not part of —thethreefactory
Toyota Gazoo Racingcars.

“Thisisaboutmeenjoying
my birthday present on the
greatroads of Rally Sweden,”
said Gronholm, who turns 51

‘M-Sport and Hyundaz
prizes for Welsh series’
Rally news, pl15

-T

the week before his WRC return.
“I’have many unforgettable
memoriesfromtheeventand
Iscoredmy very first WRC win
therein 2000. So,now I’ll be
doingtherally one more time.
“I'mkindof over-agedasa
rally driver, soI'll be driving
accordingly. But, my starting
place will be good behind the
others, solguess we could
still come up with something...”
Gronholm was quick tothank
TGR team principal Tommi
Makinenfor his partinthedeal,
saying: “Drivingarally with
Toyotais, of course,abigdeal.

islookingforwardto seeing what
his countryman can doin Sweden.
“He could be very fast,
especially in somewhere like
Sweden which was one of the
ralliesheloves,” said Makinen.
“With some testing, he could be
good and it would be brilliant to
see him back on thatrally after
he wonitsomany times.”
Gronholmisno strangerto
the Yaris after hedrove a
factory car for demonstration
purposes onthe Harju street
stage atRally Finland in 2017.
Despite driving the stage with
nonotes (he was co-driven by

Ioweahugethank youto prize winners), Gronholm’s
TommiMakinen, who agreed time for the second test was
togoalongwithmyidea.” justafraction slower than the

Makinen told MNlast year he quickest competitive time.

Hyundai development programme in sabhatical as Huttunen is left high and dry

Hyundaihas suspended its
Motorsport Driver Development
scheme in an effort to further

——

Huttunen is currently without a WRC seat

focus onits World Rally
Championship title tiltin 2019.
Themove leaves Jari
Huttunen withoutafull-time
drivefor the seasonahead.
The 24-year-old Finn will

\\ contestnext month’s
— ¢ Rally Swedenina

‘ privately run Skoda

Fabia R5, but
beyond that
eventthe future
of Marcus
Gronholm’s
protegeis
uncertain.

people who were focused on
winning the [WRC 2]
championship-but Hyundaiis
focused on winning the world
championship. Now, we prefer
to keep our feet on the floor and
make thingsin a proper way.”
Adamo confirmed the 20
R5-which also comes under
hisjurisdiction asheretains
control of the South Korean
firm’s customerracing
department - will have further
updates in the near future,
including new engine mapping
software to enhance power.

Hyundai Motorsport director
Andrea Adamo explained the
decision, saying: “Sofar, it’s
on hold. We have to be more
focused on the World Rally
Championship and winning and
tomake these things [happen],
we want to do things properly.”

Adamo said the scheme, which
also helped South Korean driver
Chewon Lim, will be back.

Asked about Huttunen’s
future, Adamo said: “Thereis
noprogramme...Ithink he’s
avery talented guy, but he
was competing against other

Loeb’s co-driver Elena criticises Dakar roadhook after costly error sethack

Sebastien Loeb’s co-driver Daniel
Elenahasadmitted he wanted to
quit Dakar early and head back
to Europein preparation for next
week’s Monte CarloRally.
Nine-time world champion
co-driver Elena has been angered
at whathe seesasinaccuracies
intheroadbook for the Peru
event. Loeb and Elena were one
of many crews who gotloston
theevent’sthird stage aftera
reference point wasindicated in
the wrong placein theroadbook.
“Everyone, motorcycles, cars,
we’ve allhad the same problem at
the same point,” explained Elena.
“Iwantthem torecogniseit’s
their problem.”
The Dakar organiser refused to
givethelost timeback tothe PH
SportPeugeot 3008 DKR crew,

prompting Elenato question
the pointin continuing.

“Sebastien understands my
anger,” hesaid, “butforthe
sponsors, for the team, he wants
to continue. If we continue here,
we will arrive at Monte Carlo
completely burned out.”

Carlos Sainz was angry at
whathe saw asaroadbook
mistake. His event was spoiled
on the same stage when his
Mini’sfront suspension was
damaged after hittingaditch.

XaviColome, themanin charge
of theroadbook, said: “The truth
isthat we havereceived criticism
from theroadbook, especially
from stage three, where Loeb and
Elena and other participants
werelost. Atthat particular
point, it’strue that there was

aninaccuracy. The analysishas
been done by the stewards and
they have decided that this
inaccuracy is the same for all
the drivers, so times will
notbereturned.”

Loeb (above) was hurt
/‘ by roadbook issues
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EVANS

“Meeke stars In
WRC launch”

o

ne question, fivetimesin
two minutes.

“Where's Kris?”

I still didn’t know. Toyota Gazoo
Racing’s interview was already
late. Autosport International was
waiting, interviewer Colin Clark was waiting. The
watching world — via autosport.com — was waiting.
Too late, we had to go. Team principal TommiMakinen
led out three co-drivers and, er, two drivers.

Cleaned up andin precis, the last message from
an increasingly pale colleague contained two
words: “Find him!”

Meeke had been delayed in another interview
and was spotted valiantly trying to make the last few
metres to the stage while stopping for another selfie
and signing another autograph. Seeingagap inthe
crowd, he pulled his cap down and bolted for the
barrier —which he cleared comfortably before
climbing up on stage. Almost unnoticed. And a bit
like the Milk Tray man in Toyota overalls.

Saturday was like that. Mad.

But mad inthe very best and most fever-filled
sense of the word.

Working for MN and Autosport, | had a bit of ahand in
the launch of this year's World Rally Championship. It
was, for example, my idea to gather everybody in the
Autosporthotel reception before leading a five-minute
walk through the slightly less glam parts of our second
city’s exhibition halls, to place the good and the great
on the Centre Stage before 0900hrs.

Ott Tanak and | led the way, but looking back up
the road was a slightly sobering experience as
every driver, co-driver and team principal followed
in the full expectation that | had remembered the way.
Fortunately, | had.

The first part of the launch was a parade from Centre
Stage through two halls and into the WRC area,
where all four factory cars waited with their 2019
liveries hidden beneath a sheet. The atmosphere
when we walked into a crowd already being measured
in the thousands was quite extraordinary.

Sebastien Ogier, Julien Ingrassia and their
colleagues were treated like the genuine heroes they
are. But the most special moment came when Meeke
was called up to help pull the cover from his new
company car. The cheer that reverberated through
Hall 3 was precisely the same noise that accompanied
Colin McRae’s unveiling of pretty much anything.

Saturday was a truly memorable start to what's got
the potential to be a very special season. As we all
know, these things are ateam effort and the team
behind Autosport International is nothing short
of brilliant. But the team leader’s even better.
Unfortunately for us, Kate Woodley's leaving for
pastures new this month. She leaves some brilliant,
warm and wonderful memories alongside a pair
of very big shoes for somebody tofill.

If Kate organises the show, it will forever turn around
one man: Henry Hope-Frost. This was the first year
without H and it was always going to be a bit ofa
rollercoaster of emotions. Seeing his wife Charlotte,
son Oscar and father Tim arrive for a tribute and
inaugural presentation of the Fever Award was a
moment of humility which put everything in order. What
acollection of genuinely exceptional human beings.

It wasn't the same. How could it be? Not without a
mention of ‘mud’ or one of Dr Fever'simaginary
handbrake turns in the middle of the stage.

/), AGREE/DISAGREE?
6

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Ostherg in WRC 2

Pro with Citroen

Mads Ostberghas
confirmed he will contest
thisyear’s WRC 2Pro
seriesina Citroen C3R5.
Ostberg, who contested
eight world championship
rounds with the Citroen
factory teamlast season,
was left without a seat for
thisyear but haselected to
dropdown tothe WRC’s
supportseries—albeit the
Pro class where only
manufacturers can enter—
rather than sitthe 2019
seasonout.
“Iwasdisappointed when
itwas cleartomethe WRC
atthehighestlevel wasnot
anoptionforme,” said the
2012 Rally Portugal winner.
“Itwasnever anoption to
giveup onmy dreams.
Rallyingismorethana
job,it’sinmy blood.”
Ostbergwilldrivea C3R5
prepared by Belgian team
DG Sport. He starts his
campaign for WRC 2 Pro
glory at Rally Sweden, but
before that the Norwegian
will make his competitive
C3R5debutatRally
Hadeland on February 2.
“Thisyearwillbea

Chesterfield ace to
compete on World stage

&

By David Evans

Britain’s Rhys Yates has
confirmed a nine-round World
Rally Championship programme
in his Skoda Fabia RS5.

The Chesterfield driver starts his
maiden WRC 2 effort at next week’s
Monte CarloRally and admitshe’s
jumpinginatthe deepend. Having

only contested five WRC rounds before
—Rally GB three times and Spain twice -

seven of the events he will compete on
this year arenew to himin 2019.
“I'mundernoillusions, it’s goingto

beavery steeplearningcurve,” Yates
told MN. “Take the Monte... wethought
about skippingitand startingin Sweden,
but you’ve got to go there for the first
time at some stage, so we’re going. We’ve
gotatest before the start, which will
really help.”

Yates will be co-drivenin the French
Alpsby five-time world rally event winner
Denis Giraudet. This year will be the
Frenchman’s 22nd start on the Monte.

“Denishasdone the Monza Rally
withmeforthelasttwoyearsandhe’s
the perfect man for the jobin Monte
Carlo,” said Yates.

“It’s going tobe fantastic tocompete
therefor the first time—but the emphasis
really is on takingas much experience
aspossible. It’sthe same story for Sweden,
whichisanotherfirstand anotherreally
different style event for me. I’ve only done
justover 100miles of testingon snowin
my life.”

Beyond thefirsttworounds, Yates will
competein Corsica, Portugal, Sardinia,
Finland, Germany, Spain and GB.

Inaddition tothoserallies, he will
tackle the Ypres Rally, the OK Auto
Ralli asa Finland warm-up and some
British Rally Championshiprounds.

Yates admitted theregulation change,
preserving WRC 2 for privateers, helped
decide his programme.

“Of course we want to compete against
thefactory cars,” hesaid, “but we have to
berealisticand runningagainst private
driversin WRC 2is better forme. Like
Isaid, this year’sabout experience, but
we’renot goingtodrivelike grandma. We
want to be pushing for podiums towards
the end of the season, but tobe goingto
placeslike Finland isjustamazing.”

Inaddition tohisown programme,
Yateshasalsobeenlinked with Rally
Team UK (seep12)forthe year ahead.

challenge,” said Ostberg.
“I’havenoexperience with
the carand my firstrally
iscomingsoon. It will be
abusy time, but withmy
[rally] experience and
Citroen Racing’s expertise,
hopefully we can clinch
thefirst C3R5winin
WRC2[Pro].”

Ostberg will contest this
Saturday’s Sigdalsrally,
where he will drive one
of hisown Adaptateam
Group N Subarusonthe

Norwegian series opener.

d AT Ry v
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Oliver Solberg to make ! N7 B
competitive RS debut -

Oliver Solberg will compete on his first
eventina Volkswagen PoloR5 when he
tackles this weekend’s Rally Aluksne.
The17-year-oldisnostrangertothe
Latvian snow event, havingfinished
second in classfor thelasttwo years.
Butdrivingthe same car hisfather
Petter used to contest October’s Rally
Catalunyaisabigstep for Solberg Jr.
Hesaid: “The Volkswagen is actually
much easier todrive than the [Peugeot]
208 R2Iwas using before andIalready
feel quite comfortable with the driving.
Aluksne’sanicerally.It’sfast butalso
narrow and tricky.Thavenoreal goal
goingintotheeventasit’s my first
eventin this car, so we’ll push at around

Retro Subaru livery for Higgins as he targets 10th title

David Higgins has applauded Subaru
Rally Team USA’s decision toreturn
his WRX toaretrolivery ahead of this
year’s American Rally Association series.
The Manxmanis chasinga10th
Stateside titlein2019and willdosoina
colour scheme reminiscent of Subaru’s
World Rally Championship glory years.
“WhenIdid Rally GBina Subaruin
2015, the team ran this kind of retro livery
and thereaction was great,” said Higgins.
“We all know it doesn’t make the car go
any faster, but thisnewliveryis abigdeal
for the team and for the fans. For so many
people, Subaruinrallying means blue
and yellow and to have these
coloursback this year -
isreally cool.” —

Subaru USA squad by Travis Pastrana
again this season.

ARA has expanded the programme to
ninerounds, but the team has elected to
skip the season opening Sno*Driftin
Michigan next week.

“We start our season with the 100 Acre
Wood Rally in March,” said Higgins.

“It will be a bit tougher this year.
Missing that first round means we’ll
be playing catch-up and counting our
best seven scores from eight rather
than nine rounds.”

Solberg Jr
has tested
“Thisisthestart of anew challenge

thisyear and, of course, it’s goingto
beavery exciting season with the

than Oliver had managed. “Havingmy
father around has been really helpful
in terms of setting the carupinitially,”

95per centand try totake experience said Solberg Jr. “ButIwasin control of focusmovingtorallyingforme.” Higgins will be

and gettothefinish.” the set-up changes and when dad got The 10-stage Rally Aluksne starts joinedinthe
Solberg Srjoined hissonfora backinthecarattheend of thetesthe with two six-mile stages on Friday

pre-event testin Anttila, Sweden and had noimprovementstomake—which evening, before the balance of the 60 Infamous

couldn’t make the Polo any quicker wasreally encouraging. competitive miles comes on Saturday. colours
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“National rallying .

‘Tarmac champion
targets British title’

Rally news, p16
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Co-driver will test with M-Sport |

Hyundai R5and M-Sportrally
testsareamongthe prizesfor
therelaunched Welsh Rally

Championshipjunior category.

For Under23s,itis£35to
entertheclassor £60fora
crew totake partintheeight-
round series which mostly
sharesthe same stagesas
the BTRDA calendar.

The winning driver will
receiveatestinan R5with
Philip Case Rally Sportin
Ireland, while the winning
co-driver will beimbedded
with M-Sporton an official
test with WRC2 works driver
Gus Greensmith, including
navigatingalongside him.

Thedrivers will alsoreceive
advice and tuition through the
year on thingslike car set-up.

Theserieshasalready
announced a host of updates,
includingthe addition of Irish
pacenote provider Killian Duffy
and British Championship
winning co-driver Craig Parry
tocreatenotesand give pre-
eventadvice ontheroads.

Parry co-drovefor Greensmith
before a career endinginjuryin
Germany last year and has
organised the M-Sport prize,
while Duffy haslinked the
championship up with Case.

“With Gus,I had two years
co-drivingfor himinthe

WRC,” explained Parry.

“Aftertheaccidentand me
retiringfrom the sport, it’s
impacted on us both fairly hard.
With the prize and everything
we’retryingtodo,it’sagreat
incentive, and he is aware of
how difficultitistomoveup
through the sport. Hesaid he’d
dowhatever he could tohelp.”

Caseadded: “Iknow Killian
and Craig, Killian asked me
about gettinginvolved, and
it’'sgreatto givea youngdriver
achanceinanR5car.

“It’s something maybe we
takefor granted when you’re
working with the carsregularly.
You put yourself in the position

of al7-year-old for example,
itbecomes abigthing. We’re
really looking forward toit.”

Championship co-ordinator
David Evison confirmed that
the serieshasbeentryingto
create ascheme like this for
anumber of years.

“There’s some fantastic
opportunities for the Under 23s
andit’sbeen something we’ve
been tryingto do for a while,
supportingjuniordrivers,”
headded.

“What can we say about Welsh
stages, rallying history starts
there. They can use the same
roads as thelikes of Colin
McRae and Roger Clark.”

proved strong at
Autosport Show” -

Longer stage for Rally

Tendring and Clacton

Rally Tendring and Clacton
will join the first two stages
together from last year toup
the stage mileage in the second
year of the pioneering event.

The south-east event made
its debutlast year,and was the
firstrally torun entirely on
public roads since new law
was implemented in England
todevolve the power to award
closed-road permitsto the
sport’s governing body
Motorsport UK, and the relevant
local government authority.

Itreceived almost universal
praise, with one of the only
items of feedback from
competitors beingalonger
stage would be well received
after the longestin 2018’s
event was 3.8 miles.

“We’ve confirmed joining the
firsttwo stages, stage mileage
will be in the mid 50s,” said event
director Tony Clements. “There
will be four stages, with 17-18
stage miles, run three times.

“Asacompetitor youlike
longer stages so that was always
part of the plan for the event.

“Having been involved with
eventsfor years, if you stand
still you’re effectively going
backwards. Youhavetotry
harder. Youhave to try and get
better every year otherwise
you’re going backwards.”

The event takes place on
Sunday, April 28 and will once
again be based in Clacton.
® The North West Stages has
opened for entry. The event
had ahiatusin 2018 while
organisers plannedthe
implementation of closed-road
stages, and they will make up
roughly 35 miles of the route.
Ithasmoved to Garstang this
year and hasreceived over 90
entriesas MN closed for press.

won 2018 title

CALENDAR
Motorsport UK Asphalt
Rally Championship

DATE |TRACK

March 10 | National Tour of Epynt
May 10/11 | Manx National Rally
June 15 | Rally van Wervik
July20 | Down Rally

Aug 25 | MewlaRally

Sep22 | Cheviot Stages Rally

Motorsport UK Asphalt Championship reveals unchanged calendar

The Motorsport UK,
formerly the MSA, Asphalt
Rally Championship has
revealed an unchanged
calendarfor 2019, with the
serieselectingnottoinclude
Rally Tendring and Clacton
in the event’s second season.
The series will visit Epynt
twice, Northern Ireland,
Belgium and Otterburn this
year, while despite beingin

preliminary talks with the
event organiser, the serieshas
elected to stick with the Isle of
Manrather than include the
Tendringevent. Bothrunin
close proximity.

“Afterthe Asphalt Rally
Championship took a sabbatical
in 2017, we could not have
hoped for a stronger and more
healthierreturnin2018,” said
BTRDA president Mike Broad.

“With 116 registered
competitorsforthe series
and the overall and many of
the classtitles going down
toan excitingfinal round,
2018 really was a fantastic
year for the series.

“Ouraimistobuild on
that success by listening to
feedback we’vereceived and
creatinga 2019 championship
that continuesto develop.”

McGloin to rally and

launch school

FIA Disability and Accessibility
Commission president Nathalie
McGloin will make herrally
debutinthe Donington Park
round of the Motorsport News
Circuit Rally Championship,
before settinguparally school
for disabled drivers.

McGloin and the charity she
co-founded, Spinal Track, already
offer free of charge trackdays at
Silverstone, and will replicate
that forrallyingin partnership
with Phil Price Rally Schoolin
Turweston later this year. Itis
alsosettobefreeof charge.

McGloinregularly competes
incircuitracinginaPorsche
Cayman, but willfield a
Toyota GT86navigated by
partnerandregularrally

competitor Andrew Bayliss.
“Whenyouseerallyingand
you know someone involved,
you'reintrigued, andIlove going
sideways,” McGloin told M.
“When we talked about doing
itforthe charity,Ijusthadtodo
it,Ican’t wait.
“IhavetodomyBARS and

McGloin’s
rally GT86

we’re goingto do some testing
at Bicester, then we’ll just hope
forthebest.
“I’'vedriventhesistercar,
Ibrokethe suspension after
20minutes! The caris great,
the gearboxisareally good
automatic. It doesn’t get
bogged down or anything.”

¥
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ninitial look at the
Autosport Show
suggested there was a
fairgap in the itinerary,
with Wales Rally GB
and the British Rally
Championship lacking a stand for

the 2019 unofficial season launch.

However, it didn't detract from some
brilliant stories coming out of Birmingham.
And it's not often that is written.

As ever, my colleague David Evans had his
news snout firmly planted to the ground and
delivered the news of Rallying Team UK
which by my maths is an investment well in
excess of £3 million, an unprecedented sum
forrallying. Detall is extremely light, so let’s
hope these young hopefuls haven't been
given false hope and the new initiative is
set to signal a rebirth of a junior development
scheme worthy of UK competitors.

Speaking of development schemes,
the work going on in the Welsh Rally
Championship is phenomenal. For years,
it has had the feel of shadow, following
the BRC for the majority of its rounds
and lacking a significant USP.

Thanks to the hard work of David Evison
and his team, that has been well and truly
reversed with the addition of Craig Parry
and Killian Duffy. The contacts of both
have meant that for £40, you can register
foraclass that awards R5 tests for its
victors. Good luck finding that elsewhere
inthe UK and Ireland.

Parry in particular has had some spare time
on his hands since his career-ending crash
last year. But he's attacked the future of the
Welsh series with the same ferocity as he did
the stages, all while recovering the feeling in
his legs. His walk from the train station to the
stand at the NEC was far more triumphant
than any journey made by the WRC drivers
on their walk from stage to stage.

The Welsh series took refuge on the
Rally4Wales stand this year, and to see
its huge Volvo road regrader in the hall was
a show-stopping site of majesty, not just
for what the machine does but for the
achievement it represents, R4W basically
saving Welsh rallying from oblivion when it
took over from the government in repairing
Welshroadsin2017. The success Richard
Ceen and Jamie Edwards have spearheaded
has without doubt made what the Welsh
series is doing with juniors possible, by
offering them beautiful stages to rally on
in the first place.

And building on my words from last week,
we have more and more R5s coming out
of the woodwork for the Irish Tarmac and
British Rally Championship, a far cry from
last year. Enda McCormack, Sacha Kakad,
Josh Moffett and Alan Carmichael are alll
new entries to the BRC in R5s for 2019,
and the Galway entry list for the ITRC is
building rapidly. The signs are good fora
R5 rebound in 2019, even if the formulais
still too expensive for national rallying. ..

3 AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Home outins for ERC driver

Munnings gets Red
Bull UK backing

European Rally Championship
regular Catie Munnings
wants to compete in the
British Rally Championship
this year, after becoming the
first women in motorsport
toreceive backing from

Red Bull UK.

Munnings, 21, has
competed in the ERC since
2016, when she won the
Ladies Trophy. Last year
she began to finish in the
top five in the ERC Junior
Under 27 class.

However, Munnings is
now hoping to return home,
with potential entries into
BRCrounds and Wales Rally
GB at the end of the year on
the agenda.

“I’'m hoping thisis along-
term relationship with Red
Bull and I’'m honoured to join
some of the amazing athletes
that are involved with the
brand,” Munnings told MN.

“I’m planning on doing the
ERC again with my 208 and
Sainteloc Racing, but also
some rounds of the British
Rally Championship asI’ve
never competed on any major
events in the UK before.

“I’ll bring Sainteloc over
for those as they do so much
more thanlook after the
car, with testing and
physical preparation.

“I’m definitely working
towards Rally GB at the
end of the year as well,
that’s also in my plans. It
would be great to build more
of apresence in the UK.”

ANUARY 16 2019 motorsport-news.co.uk

IRISH TARMAC CHAMP

MOFFE

Fiesta driver returns’a

two-year absence

Fiesta driver Moffett seeks titles

ByJason Craig

Reigning Irish Tarmac Rally
champion Josh Moffett will contest
the British Rally Championshipin
2019, alongside an ITRC defence
and a shot at the Irish National
Championship.

MoffetthasmaderetaininghisIrish
TarmacRally Championship crown
the priority in 2019 and will begin the
defence of histitle onthe one-day
Galway International at the beginning
of nextmonth. Joining him at the new-
look closed-road meeting will be older
sibling Saminasecond Ford FiestaR5.

Moffettis desperate to win the National
Rally Championship afterlosing out
inathree-way title fight last year. That
result effectively ended his hopes of
conqueringall threeIrish seriesinthe
one campaign after he had wrapped up
the Irish Forest Rally Championship
alongside the ITRCin 2018.

Perhaps of biggest significanceisthe
2017 Billy Coleman Award winner’s
decision toreturntothe British Rally
Championshipfor thefirst timesince
2016. Onthat occasion heended upin
fifth place with his single best
performance coming on the Circuit of
Ireland with ex-team-mate, John Rowan.

“Iknowitisn’tgoingtobeeasybutl
wantto defend my Irish Tarmactitle
thisyear,” Moffett told MN. “Wejust
missed out on the National Rally title
last year, so we will go after it too.

“AsfortheBritish Rally Championship
itwasano-brainertohave another goat
it. Two of therounds [West Cork and the
Ulster International Rally] brings British
Rally and Irish Tarmac crews together.

“Thelast time we went up against
guysfromthe BRC was August [Ulster
Rally]-and wefinished on the podium.

“Wehavetoberealistic. Three titles
isthe goal, but to get even just one will
benice.”

N i g

Moffett’s last BRC

season was 2016

e

Meanwhile, Moffett hasrevealed both
heand Sam are onthelook outfor anew
World Rally Car toreplace their existing
Ford Fiesta. Priortothe New Year Josh
gotthe chancetodrive thelatesteraof
World Rally Car at M-Sport’s test facility
in Cumbria. It was the same Fiesta that
took MotoGPlegend Valentino Rossitoa
seventh victory at the Monza Rally Show
overinItaly at the start of December.

“We were extremely fortunate to get
that opportunity,” explained Moffett.
“Wehave beenlooking at changingour
current Ford Fiesta for something
fresher and the latest car would be the
ultimate machine. The new generation
carstakethingstoanewlevel. They are
unbelievablebits of kit.”

The current spec World Rally
Championship cars werenever
supposed to be used on national
events, with WRC manufacturers
receiving special dispensationtorun
the carsonjustahandful of events.

Carmichael signs up first right-hand drive RS for British Rally Championship

Alan Carmichael has becomethefirst
person to take advantage of the British
Rally Championship’snew rulethat
permitsright-hand-drive R5 carsto

Carmichael; heended the Grizedale
Stagesinninth after suffering visibility
issueson thefinal test before taking
second on the Turkey Run Rally.

butI'm confident we can work with

them when we moveto Tarmac.”
Carmichaelinsists havinglooked at

bothleft-and right-hand-drive R5cars

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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score overall points.

Carmichael will kick-off his
campaign on February’s Cambrian
RallyinaHyundaii20 R5thathasbeen
converted to RHD by its owner Philip
CaseRally Sport. No R5manufacturer
hasaRHD drive R5homologated.

Thei20has already been driven by

“Thecarisexcellent,” said Carmichael.
“We’re going to do the whole championship
thisyear and I'mlookingforward to
getting started. For the first few events
weneed tofocusonfinishingand
banking asmany miles as we can.

“Ithink we are going to struggle
againstthetop R5driverson gravel

thereisnodifference in performance.
“The only thingthathasbeen changed on
thisparticular caristhesteering,” he said.
“All of the partsthat have been used on
the carare 100 per cent genuine. Hyundai
Motorsporthassaid if they can get five
customers wantingaright-hand-drive
i20thenthey willhomologate them.”
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Da Costa and Sims before they got...

A |
T o

Alex Kalinauckas watched the Formula E tempers lmil over in Moracco

[/AMBROSTOPROFITS AS BMW.DUI0
OVER THEMSELVES]IN MARRAKECH "

P’

D’Ambrosio now leads the points

iven how
dominant

DS Techeetah
had appeared
tobeinround
one,and

the BMW
Andrettisquadfollowingupa
clean sweep of testing with
poleatthe Ad Diriyahrace,
Formula E paddock observers
wereintrigued to seeif that
pattern would be repeated

last weekend in Marrakech.

However, both teams were
usurped in qualifying by Virgin
Racing’s Sam Bird, who produced
awild but scintillatingfastestlap
in superpoleto claim hisfirst pole
since the second New Yorkracein
FE’sthird season.

Techeetah driver Jean-Eric
Vergne would start second, ahead
of Nissan e.damsdriver Sebastien
Buemi, who produced yet another
notable qualifying performance.
Alexander Sims started fourth in
justhissecond FE race for BMW,
ahead of the ever-impressive Mitch
Evans (Jaguar)and Antonio Felix
da Costa (BMW).

When thelights went out, Bird
made the better getaway from the
front row, with Vergne fractionally
slower away. As he had swungleftto
cover off his season four titlerival, it
appeared as Bird had thelead sealed.

Indeed hedid, butitall got a bit
dramatic behind. This was because
astheyarrived atthe apex, Vergne
was suddenly lunging down the
inside of Bird, arrivingatamuch
higher speed in whatlooked like
an out-of-character move of

personal...

desperation. With Bird sofar
ahead and takingtheracingline,
Vergne wrestled his car ontothe
run-off area on theinside, came
alongside Bird and clattered into
hissidepod.

Fortunately, given he wasatno
fault for the collision, Bird was
ableto escape withouttoomuch
deviation, although he suspected
that hismachine did nevertheless
pick up some damage that would
hamper his progresslater on.

Vergne’s error was catastrophic
for hisownrace and that of several
others. Sims had to brake hard but
was able tonip inside the spinning
French driver, but Buemiand Evans
had toslow and gohard to theright
toget around, which dropped them
from fourth and fifth to 13th and
14th by the end of lap one.

While that was unfolding,

Pascal Wehrlein’sfirst FE start for
Mahindra Racing was broughtto an
unceremonious and unfortunately
early halt when he wasrear-ended
by Lucas di Grassi. The Brazilian
driver and his Audi team felt he was
boxedin with nowhere to go, buthe
still arrived into the melee atmuch
higher speed than those around him
afterlocking up, and he was perhaps
fortunate to avoid pickingup a
penalty for that collision, which also
included a touch with Nelson Piquet
Jrand nudged Wehrlein into Evans.

Birdraced off at the front, hotly
pursued by the BMW pair, Robin
Frijns (Virgin), whohad cut across
therun-off areaat Turn1torise
from eighth on the grid, Mahindra’s
Jerome d’Ambrosio and di Grassi.
This was thefront pack that

would fight it out for the win.

Da Costamoved ahead of Sims at
the Turn 3 attack mode corner on
lap four of what would become a
31-lap event. Bird was eventually
overhauled atthe Turn4/5chicane
onlap11, with Simsfollowingda
Costa by onthe next straight. From
there, Bird appeared to struggle
for pace and was overhauled by
Frijns,d’Ambrosio and di Grassi—
although the quartet swapped
aroundregularly as the attack
mode strategies played out in
entertaining fashion.

Butamajorerror from da Costa
produced the ultimate race winner.
The BMW pairlooked asif they
hadtherace wonbylap21,witha
5.132s gap tod’ Ambrosio, running
line astern and on for a second win
in succession. But Sims was not
lagging behind, he was glued to
therear of histeam-mate’s car.
Over the course of the next five
laps, the gap to third came steadily
down to almostnothingat all.

Approachingthe bigstop at
Turn7onlap 26, Sims gotarunon
histeam-mate and moved to the
outside. The Briton locked up, but
afractionlater da Costadid too.
Thismeant theleader slid wide and
they came together as Sims, who
had got things back under control,
turned in and found he had been
left with nowhere to go. Sims was
abletomakeitthroughtheturn
and emerge infourth, butda
Costawas outin the barriersand
wanting “tofind the deepest hole
in Marrakech and put myself init”.

The safety carled the pack around
asda Costa’s car wasrecovered,

Jean-Eric Vergne made a

doomed bid for the lead

TRIP

Winner survived a
safety car period

POS | DRIVER

| CAR

ROUND 2/12, Marrakech (MA), January 12 31 laps-57.166 miles

|TIME

1 |Jerome d’Ambrosio (BEL) | Mahindra Racing/MahindraM5Electro |46m45.884s
2  |Robin Frijns (NLD) Virgin Racing-Audie-tron FEO5  |+0.143s
3 |SamBird (GBR) Virgin Racing-Audie-tron FEO5  |+0.461s
4 | AlexanderSims(GBR) | BMW-BMWIFE.18 +0.740s
5 |Jean-EricVergne (FRA) | DS Techeetah-DS E-Tense FE19 |+1.232s
6 |Andre Lotterer (DEU) DS Techeetah-DS E-Tense FE19 |+1.457s
7 |LucasdiGrassi(BRA) Audi Sport Abt-Audi e-tron FEO5 |+1.633s
8 |Sebastien Buemi(CHE) | Nissane.Dams-Nissan|MO1 +92.455s
9 |MitchEvans (NZL) Jaguar-Jaguarl-TYPE 3 +2.980s
10 |Daniel Abt (DEU) Audi Sport Abt-Audi e-tron FEO5 |+4.014s
11 |JoseMariaLopez (ARG) | Dragon Racing-Penske EV-3 +4.528s
12 |Maximilian Gunther (DEU)| Dragon Racing-Penske EV-3 +6.034s
13 |EdoardoMortara(CHE) | Venturi-Venturi VFE-05 +6.790s
14 |NelsonPiquetJr(BRA) |Jaguar-Jaguarl-TYPE3 +6.833s
15 |Oliver Rowland (GBR) | Nissan e.Dams-NissanIMO1 +7.529s
16 |Oliver Turvey (GBR) NIO-NIO 004 +9.241s
17 |Tom Dillmann (FRA) NIO-NIO 004 +9.665s
18 |Felipe Massa(BRA) Venturi-Venturi VFE-05 +10.250s

R | Antonio Felixda Costa (POR)| BMW-BMW FE.18

25 laps/accident

R |GaryPaffett(GBR)

HWA-Venturi VFE-05

3laps/accident damage

R |Pascal Wehrlein (DEU)

Mahindra Racing-Mahindra M5Electro | 1 lap/accident damage

R |Stoffel Vandoorne (BEL)

HWA-Venturi VFE-05

1 lap/accident damage

1m?23.332s; 22 Vlandoorne 1m33.404s.
9 Buemi 12; 10 di Grassi 9.

Winner’s average speed: 73.345mph. Fastest lap: di Grassi 1m20.296s (82.767mph).

Super pole: 1 Bird 1m17.489s; 2 Vergne 1m17.535s; 3 da Costa 1m17.626s; 4 Buemi Tm17.738s; 5 Sims 1m18.400s;

6 Evans 1m29.379s. Qualifying: 1 Bird 1m17.851s; 2 Buemi 1m17.906s; 3 Sims 1Tm17.935s; 4 da Costa 1m17.950s; 5 Vergne
1m18.042s; 6 Evans 1m18.106s; 7 Wehrlein 1m18.126s; 8 Frijns 1m18.200s; 9 Piquet 1m18.347s; 10 d’Ambrosio 1m18.440s;
11 di Grassi 1m18.595s; 12 Rowland 1m18.604s; 13 Lopez 1m18.612s; 14 Turvey 1m18.624s; 15 Massa 1m18.780s; 16 Abt
1m18.921s; 17 Mortara Tm19.133s; 18 Dillmann 1m19.338s; 19 Paffett 1m19.516s; 20 Lotterer 1m19.633s; 21 Gunther

Championship: 1 dAmbrosio 40; 2 da Costa 28; 3 Vergne 28; 4 Lotterer 19; 5 Frijns 18; 6 Bird 18; 7 Evans 14; 8 Sims 12;

with d’Ambrosioleading Frijns and
Bird. A frantic one-lap shootout
ended therace asthe 45-minutes-
plus-one-laplimit ticked over, with
d’Ambrosio just prevailing ahead
of the Virgin pair to take his first on
theroad FE win —the third overall
victory of his careerin the electric
category-byamere0.143s.

Simsfinished fourth ahead
of Vergne —who recovered
magnificently and in the process
pretty much confirmed his team’s
pace advantage over the rest of
the pack. Andre Lottererraced
from 20th to sixth, with di Grassi,
Buemi, Evans and Daniel Abt
(Audi) completing the top 10.
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Fifty years since F5000 made its UK debut was celebrated at ASI. By Paul Lawrence

twas Easter 1969 when
Formula 5000 madeits
debutat Oulton Park. To
mark that golden anniversary,
the Historic Sports Car Club
staged an F5000 display at
AutosportInternational
and brought together some drivers
from thelate 1960s and early 1970s to
remember a category that delivered
amighty spectacle.

Big, brash and noisy, the five-litre monster
single-seatersraninaEuropean series
which featured most UK tracks. This was
truly ground-shakingracingand Formula
5000 retains a special place in the hearts of
those involved and those who saw the races.
Motorsport News asked some of the drivers
toshare their memories of the series.

Dave Berry
“Idid 1969in a Brabham with
atwin-cam engine and for 1970
we convertedittoa Formula
5000. I was sold what was
allegedly a Buick engine butit
turned out to be an Oldsmobile
and it was wet-sumped and
proved tobe a total disaster.
“Solknockeditonthehead
late season and abandoned
the project.Itook ahacksaw
tothe chassis and putfour
inchesinitand dry-sumpedit
and tweaked the engine a bit.
“WeranfortwoyearsandI
was basically the best of therest.
Iwas givingaway about 200bhp
soitwaslikeracinga Sopwith
Camel against Concorde. But
we had some fun and we used to
get £50if wefinished and that’s
about £500today. Icouldn’t
afford to goracing otherwise.
“It blew up pretty spectacularly
atOulton Parkin1973.1gotto
Lodge and coasted into the pits.
There was amassive pool of oil
and Icould have stuck my head
intothe crankcase, the hole was
thatbig. SoIstoppedracingand
gotmarried tomy pit crew, and
sheisstillmy wife!”

Lolas were quick in F5000

Alan Rollinson
“My firstrace in Formula 5000
wasin 1969in Doug Hardwick’s
LolaT142. That was the early
days of wings on cars and they fell
off with monotonousregularity.
“Iracedthe Lotus 70in 1970 and
itbrokeinhalf at Brands Hatch.

Damien Magee
“I'mlucky enoughtohave
done Formula 5000. The only
timeIwaseverreally alive was
drivingaracingcar and that
wastheracingcartodrive.

“Tonly did bits and pieces and
didn’thave aregular drive in 5000
after doing Formula Ford and
Formula 3, butit was fantastic.

“Thadn’tgotadecentdrive
andIjust walked away from
thesportin1977.I'm now 73
andIdon’ttendtogotoracing
very much.”

Steve Thompson
“I'wasin Formula 5000in 1972
and 1973 and they were crazy
days. It waslike wrestling with
abear and winning: sometimes!
They were fabulously satisfying
carstodrive. Youhadtostartin
second gear otherwise it would
just stand still and set the tyres
onfireinfirst.

“Wehadafew career high
spots but Formula 5000 was
probably number one in terms
of enjoyment, successand
seeingthe world. Thad a Surtees
in 1972 and then

Servis sponsored i
anex-Brian = ;‘ "
Redman _1, —

Chevron B24in
’73. We did the
Tasman series

with the Chevron
aswell.” ‘

It was totally rebuilt and they
broughtit outagain atthe end

of the year. I went out in practice
and goinginto Hawthorns, the
same place, therearradius rods

pulled out of the monocoque again.

“Iracedfor Alan McKechnie
in 1971 and 1972 in the Duckhams

LolaT300. It was a super car and
it was under development all the
time with Frank Gardner and
Eric Broadley and Iloved that
car. Atthe end of the season
Alan solditto Terry Sanger

and he wrote it off at Mallory
Park, first time out.”
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Hailwood raced
Surtees TS8 car

Bob Evans
“Istarted driving for Alan
McKechniein Formula3in
1971 and promptly broke my
neck. But, bless him, he was
suchawonderfulguythat ~~
hesawmeoutof hospital
andbackintoacar.
“Wedid F3in1972and |
thenboughtaTrojan |
T101 for F5000.Ittooka
whiletogettogripswith “\_'4
that after a1600cc F3 car. It
waslike falling down a lift
shaftinastraightlinebutit
was greatfun. Then Alan
decided tobuy al.olaT332,

Gordon Spice
“Tony Kitchiner, who wasa
complete and utter nutcase
butalovelyman,hada
budget of £1500to builda
Formula 5000 car and run

itforaseasonin1970and , & %

Ivolunteered todriveit i

for him.
“Iwasonly 30at thetime
andIthoughtIwason

B

which was the cartohave.
“Thadavery good timein

Formula5000. It was amarvellous
eraand welivedinabubbleand
‘hadagreattime. It wasmadto
_takea Formula 5000 car
\ toplaces like Mondello
. Park and Mallory
Park. Lookingback,
' |itwasmental and
you’dnever doitnow.
/J  “Theywereincredible
B carstorace:very

- unsophisticated by today’s
standards but you could getalot
out of them once you got used to
thatheavy old Chevvy engine.”

my way to Formula 1! Wehad a
fantastic time but weran out of
moneyinabout July.

“Tlaterhad ahuge

accidentat Mallory Park
ina Formula 5000 Lola

s T332, whichwasthe

- %1 end of mysingle-seater

e * career but we wenton to

_ racetouringcarsand
o :Group C sportscars.”
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Ray Allen

“The F5000 cars were animals butI
loved every minute of it. They were
magicand we were abit braveand a
bit stupid; mostly stupid I think. You
had toreally wrestle with them and,
atthetime, they were quicker than
anF1carinastraightline, butthey
wouldn’t goround the corners.

“Theyhad a5001b, five-litre Chevvy
lumpintheback, which produced
500bhp. You couldreally chuck the F1
carsintothecorners.

“AtMonzain the old McLaren M10B,
Iwasnudging 190mph at the Curva
Grande. The guysin thenew cars, the
best Chevrons and Lolas, like Frank
Gardner were goinginflat. Frank told
meldidn’thavetobrakeat400yards,sol
worked on thatand managed to getinto
the corner with alittledab on the brakes
atabout50yardsjusttosettle the car.

“You turnedin, gottlaton the throttle
again and cameoutof
the cornerkissing
thebarriersat
160mph, so you
were scrubbing
30mph off in the
corner whileon
full throttle. Now R :
that corner has b &
miles of Y

1"1 .
run-off!” l
?-.

. . :“
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Robs Lamplough
“In1969Iputa GT40engine into
theback of Jim Clark’s Lotus 43
torun in Formula 5000. We went
to Oulton Park and got terrible
oil surge, which took out the
bearings and thatended therace.
But the car was quite quick.

“Thenextrace was at Brands
Hatch and I was summoned to
John Webb’s office, which was in
thebar. He said they werereally
struggling for entriesand did I
have anythingI could bring
along? Soltook a Lotus41 F3car
with a1600cc twin-cam engine
forthe F5000races. It wasn’t
what F5000 was meant to be!

“The F5000s were fantastic
carsandIenjoyed driving them
more than anythingelse. The
camaraderie amongthedrivers
was particularly good: people like
Mike Hailwood and Ulf Norinder.”
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The series joins the BTCG in 2020, hut this year isn’t a write-off either. By Jack Benyon

JCW Minis will support the
BTCC at eight rounds in 2020

spredictedin
last week’s
Motorsport

Challenge
revealed at
Autosport
International that it would
replace the Renault UK Clio

Cup on the British Touring Car

Championship support package.

Themove had been rumoured for
sometimeanditis somethingthat
series chief, ex-competitor and team
boss Antony Williamshasbeen
working on for a while, describingit

asa “definingmoment” for the series.
Havingbeen in existence since 2002,

Williams took over the seriesin 2013
andinrecent yearsithassupported
the British GT Championship, with
gridsrisinginits various categories
tothe point where the serieshas
effectively merged into two grids.
Thetop classfeaturesthe JCW
Mini Cooper SF56, with 256bhp on
tap,it’s what Williamslikes to call
a “Mini touringcar”, makingits
jumptothe BTCC support-package
that bit morerelevantthan the Clio
itreplaces. Itregularly gets upward
of 25entries perround. And last year
thetitle was won by an ex-BTCC
racer, Ant Whorton Eales.
Itsothermain grid (there’salso
another smaller standalone one
for the older Cooper S) providesa
feeder series, with Cooper Am and
Pro categories yieldinganother
20+ entries atmostrounds. It will
also gettworounds supportingthe
BTCC while the JCWs will get the
lion’s share with eight rounds to
itself. It’sa ginormous step for
the championship, takingon the
increased spectators, TV coverage
and publicity that TOCA offers.

News, the Mini

“Itisfor sureadefiningmoment,”
says Williams. “As Alan Gow
[BTCCboss]often says, itisthe
only showintown.

“Ithasunrivalled media coverage,
unrivalled pedigree, unrivalled
exposure for drivers and teams alike.

“ItissomethingI've been working
onforafew years. Alanisaloyal guy
and ultimately until Renault decided
itdidn’t want tobethere, there was
noslotforus. Wedid a very good job
of running the championship on the
British GT package, they have been
very good to us, I would recommend
other championships to seriously
considerthat.”

Whatthe announcement has done
isputtheseriesin what could be
described asaholdingpattern, with
2019 JCWs again supportingthe
British GT Championship, for one
lasttime.

Onlookers might be forgiven for
thinkingthat entriesmay drop or
stagnatethis year for that very
reason, butashrewd move by the
organiser could actually see the
seriesboostitsentriesfor2019,in
anticipation of its step upin 2020.

“Based onthe unprecedented
number of enquiries we’vereceived
at Autosport International, I think
that wearelookingatbeingover
subscribedin 2020,” adds Williams.
“We’vehad a significant number
enquiring about2019too.

“The people whoracein 2019 will
getfirstrefusalin entries for 2020.
Inaddition tothat, we’re also going
tobe offering competitors who
enterinthe 2019 season a 20 per
centdiscount on their 2020 entry
fee, and even more discount for
teams that have been around for
many seasons toreward the loyalty
they have given me. There’supto

.

a35per centdiscount on offer.”
Apossiblereduction in the amount
of testingallowed for 2020 could also
encouragemoreentriesinthe JCWs,
asteamshopingtohit the ground
runningthat year willhavetodo
roundsin2019to prepare. S02019’s
interim year could yet see the series
grow even further.
Onethingtheserieshasregularly
donetohelpimproveentriesand
promotethe categoryisto put ‘star’
driversinaDunlop guest car.
BTCCracewinner and now I'TV4
commentator, Paul O’Neill, has done
multipleroundsintheseriesand
describesitin hisunique manner.
“They’rejustawesome,” says
O’Neill. “It’s probably the most
difficult front-wheel-drive carI've
ever driven. They’rereally stiff,
keep youon your toes and it reminds
me of the Chevrolet Cruze S2000
[BTCC car]. Stiff and they want to
dotheirownthing.
“There’stoo many front-wheel-

drive carsnow thatarenumb todrive,

because they have a wider track.
With the Miniit’s the opposite and
youhaveto bereally careful, which I
thinkisexcellent.

“The competition atthefrontis
immense. I’'mreally happyit’s
supportingthe BTCCandI'dlove
todoaroundof it whileit’sonthe
TOCApackage.”

The only way the JCW series has
stumbled inrecent yearsiswith a
fewinstances of driving standards
issues. O’Neill explains: “The only
issuel haveandI’ve voiced my
opiniononthistothedriversasRob
Collard has before, there are afew
toomanyredflagsintheseries.

“Itimproved towards the end of
the year, but because the carsdon’t
heattherear tyresup very quickly,
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O’Neill enjoyed guest outing

it’'stough to handle the cars at full-
paceearlyintherace.Ihavetosay
though, the drivers werereally
receptive tofeedback.”

Driving standardsisatouchy
subject, but what must be
rememberedisthatthisseriesis
notonthe BTCC support package
yet. Nodoubt when itis, it will
attractahigher calibre of driver
and team, and standards will
inevitablyrise. The current series
features many more drivers who are
competingfor funthan the current
Renault UK Clio Cup does, because of
therelative stature of the two series.

There’snomajor plans tomake
car changestothe JCW for 2019,
and the current car will bein use
until at least 2025. That means
the series doesn’t have toreplace
itscar soregularly as other
manufacturer- backed single-
make series often have to do.

Makeno mistake, 2019isn’ta write
off year for the Mini Challenge.Ithas
bigbootstofill replacingthe mighty
Clio Cupin 2020, but the ingredients
aretheretomakeitamainstayinthe
shadow of British Touring Cars. B

ALENDAR
JCW
Apr21/22 Oulton Park
May 18/19 Snetterton
Jun 8/9 Silverstone
Jun22/23 Donington Park
Jul20/21 Brands Hatch
Aug 3/4 Brands Hatch GP
Sep 14/15 Donington Park
Oct 19/20 Snetterton
Cooper Am, Proand S
May 11/12 Snetterton
Jun15 Oulton Park
Jul20/21 Brands Hatch
Aug17/18 Croft
Sep 7 Cadwell Park
Sep 28/29 Donington Park
Oct19/20 Snett
JCWSPECIFICATIONS

Car: Generation 3 Mini F56 Engine: Two-litre,
256bhp Gearbox: Quaife sequential dogbox
Differential: Plated limited slip Dampers: Three-way
adjustable, by NitronTyres: Dunlop slicks

Weight: 1160kg Cost new: £49,950 plus VAT
including data logger, wheels, tyres, seat and harness
(cars available around £30,000 used).
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REVIEW: AUTOSPORT SHOW

MATT JAMES EDITOR

CHANCE T0 MEET
RACINEG LECENDS

Iwilladmitit: Ibrokeafewrulesat
Autosport International. Doing
the job we do, keeping alevel of
professionalismisimportant. Hero
worshipis something you have to
do yourbesttodisguise atall times,
otherwise you willlose therespect
of anyone you are interviewing.
Butlletmy guard down.

I’d spotted Mark Skaife’sname on
thelist of stars who were attending,

You never quite know who
or what you’ll find around
the corner at Autosport
International. In terms

of announcements at the show,
you usually have a betteridea

of what to expect. But there

was one very exciting project
revealed at ASI this year that

and was desperate tomeet him.
When he wandered on to the
British Touring Car Championship
stand, whereI wasbased, Icouldn’t
help but slip straight into ‘fan boy’
mode. Imust have been feeling
brave, because Iinterrupted
achatbetween BTCC series
director Alan Gow and Skaife to
force ameeting with thefive-time
Supercarschampion. Hedidn’t

completely caught me off guard.

Martin Donnelly and
Jonathan Lewis need no
introduction in the motorsport
world (respectively, an
ex-Formula1driver and serial
team boss-including for the
Duckhams Van Diemen
Formula Ford squad —for

disappoint, andluckily snapper
Jakob Ebrey was onhandto
capture the moment. I maybe
lost the professionalism and
integrity foramoment, butl
gotaphotographIwill cherish.
Thinking of tin-toplegends, it
was alsoadelight to see Andy
Rouseat the show. The four-time
British touring car champion
and master engineer was on the

those who don’t know). And
the newsthey’re settingup a
Ginetta Junior team together
called Apollo Motorsport was
unexpected, but quite a talking
point. Speaking to Donnelly,
his passion for the team was
clear and he’s determined that
it will “kick [frontrunning

Skaife (I) with MNs
very own Matt James

Autosport Stageto collectan
accolade to acknowledge thathe
was voted as the greatest driver of
thefirst 60 years of the BTCC. That
poll was conducted by Motorsport
News and Autosportin Augustlast
year, and again it was a privilege
tohave been part of thatas well -
anotherreal show highlight. And
Thaven’teven mentioned the cars
that weretheretoo...

The TWR Jaguar
| XJ220C at ASI

squad] Elite’sass”.
Butasafurther reminder

of the unexpected nature of

the show, I'd thought by

Saturday afternoon I’d seen

more orlesseverything. Then

Inoticed a stunning TWR

Jaguar XJ220C on the Turatello

Trailers stand. Just brilliant.

Autosport International never fails to live up to expectations and 2019 was no different

utosport
International
isoneof the
highlights
onthe
motorsport
calendar
and isamustforany
petrol head, racing
enthusiast orjustafamily
lookingfor afun day out.
Insome waysit signals the
start of the motorsport year, a
time when spirits are high and
expectations gointo overdrive
with the 2019 edition,
held atitsusual location of
Birmingham’s National
Exhibition Centre across four
days, being no different.
Forthesecond yearin
arow the World Rally
Championship was officially
launched - thistimeon
Saturday on thefirst public
day - featuringall the cars
and drivers from Toyota,
Hyundai, Citroen and
M-Sport, as well as there
being a selection of Formulal
cars which neverfail to
be the centre of attention.
Here, Motorsport News
staff share their highlights
and the bestimages from
another fantastic ASI.

e—
New Porsche 935 ‘Moby
Dick’ raised fever levels
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CARRERA CUP
GREAT BRITAIN

Autosport Stage got
the attention of punters

Themore consecutive Autosport
International shows youattend,
the more often youmissitems of
great beauty, simply because you
have seen them before and they are
aregular appearance atthe event.
After seven consecutive shows as
apunter and now staffer, that’sa
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(L-r) Chandhok, Herbert
and Monger open ASI

Jackie Stewart’s 1970

regular occurrence, but there
was one moment where I was
stopped completely dead in my
tracks by Mega Bertha.

A carthatneveractually
competedin period, the car
which joins Baby and Old Nail
hasbeenrestored attherequest

March 701 was popular

of Ric Wood, and made itsracing
debutin 2018 after many
years of construction.

The caristhekindnolonger
seen in modern motorsport which
isdominated by single-make
formulas, or series that create
similar cars off a set of regulations

The bonkers Mega
Bertha was on display

because technologyisnow so
advanced. Withits odd gear-knob
position, its dramatic wings, a 8.5-
litre V8, and in silver, red and green
Dealer Team Vauxhall colours,
it’sathingof greatbeauty and a
reminder of the brilliant and crazy
ideas synonymous with clubracing.

Photos: LAT, Jakob Ebrey
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A HITING TRIBUTE

One of, if not the, focal
point of any Autosport
Internationalisthe
Autosport Stage, where
every year aplethora of
motorsport stars appear
and 2019 was no exception.
New McLaren drivers
Lando Norris and Carlos
Sainz Jr discussed their
prospects for the coming
Formula 1 season, double-
amputee Billy Monger
recounted hisreturnto
racingin 2018 and of
course the World Rally
Championship drivers
and cars were unveiled.
Onenotable absence from

British Touring Car
Championship had stand

ofarsport
-lmu-_

|
I
the Autosport Stage this '
year though, was presenter
and journalist Henry Hope-
Frost, who had been a
mainstay of the stage before
he waskilled in amotorcycle
accidentlast year.

An emotional tribute was
fittingly paid to him on
Saturday when his dad Tim
and son Oscar took to the
stage, before the inaugural
‘Henry Hope-Frost #Fever
Award’ was handed out to
the Autosport Academy’s
most impressive young
journalist from the past
year, which was presented
to Lucy Morson.
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REVIEW: AUTOSPORT SHOW

i
Henry Hope-Frost’s dad Tim (far
left) and son Oscar (second left)

LIVE ACTION ARENA IS A BIG HIT

World Rally Championship (I
know, because I have —on page 13),
but seeing ex-factory carsin all
their gloryisstill areal privilege.
Even more so when they’re driven
properly —and there can be
absolutely no doubt that Higgins
did the job properly. The man,

like the machine, isalegend.

In 1996 Kenneth Eriksson drove a
Subaru Impreza 555 to seventh place
onthe Catalunya Rally. It was, as
aresult, some distance from the
affable Swede’s finest hour. Just
over 22 yearslater, that sameflat-
four was fired up once more. But,
instead of the Catalan mountains,

it was Birmingham’s NEC which

reverberated to world rallying’s
most famous burble.

Andlast weekend, the cheers
were louder and far longer as Mark
Higgins guided the car from drift
to donut to deliver my highlight
of Autosport International.

It would have been easy to bang
on about the launch of this year’s

Subaru Impreza in
action in Live Arena
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Senna sculpture marked \

25 years since his death

Competition was held
for Le Mans Esports

Constantine’s title-
winning Swift at ASI

At ASI2018, Luke
Constantine had never
driven a car. Twelve
months on he was
present as the youngest
BTRDA rallycross
champion in history.
With starslike the
entire WRCfield and
McLaren’s Lando
Norris and Carlos Sainz
inthehouse, it would be
easy for ayoungdriver
whohad just delivered
an exceptional first
termto get carried away
with their potential,
but 15-year-old
Constantine’s feet
seemingly remain
firmly on the ground.
Displaying his title-

winning Suzuki Swift
onthe BTRDA Clubmans
rallycross stand, having
won all nine Clubman
eventslast year and
taken the British RX
Junior Rallycross
challenge to the final
round, Constantine
talked only of plans

for self-development

in his second campaign,
rather than getting
carried away with

his unexpected and
impressive success of
last year. Composed
with the media too,

the unassuming

young Yorkshireman
has genuine potential
tosucceed.
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Porsche 917/30
looked fearsome

forthl-

THRILL OF THE CARS
EVEN WHEN PARKED

Properracingcars should
beabitscary even when
parked and the Porsche
917/30 on show with the
Porsche Club GB was
justthat.

Chassisfive of six was
onshow andisthecar
owned by Australian Peter
Harburg. The vast monster
isfinished in the colours of
the car entered by Roger
Penske for Mark Donohue
inthe 1973 Can-Am series
when Donohue was so
successful thattherules
were changed for 1974.

Thisfearsomerocketship
fieldsa5.4-litre, twin-turbo

engine turningout
1000bhp and more and
is capable of 240mph.
Donohue famously lapped
the Talledegatri-oval at
an average of 220mph.
Takea closerlook and
yourrespectforthe
drivers of the era grows
still further. The forward
cockpit position puts the
driver’sfeet ahead of the
front axle, with scant
protection offered by
thefrontof the tube
chassis. Stunning, brutal,
completely mad and scary
even when parked: that’s
the Porsche 917/30.

Formula 1 cars once again were a big focal point of ASI

Photos: LAT
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Joe Turney achieved major karting success last year and is now looking to make the move into cars. By Stephen Lickorish

here’sno
denyingthat
2018 wasa
successful
season for
Joe Turney.
To take
British, Belgian and world
Senior kartingtitlesis some
achievement. And he came
closetoaddinga European
championship crown too,
but for a spark plug failure
proving costly.

But Turney would never have
enjoyed such success wereitnot
fortwo chance events. Thefirst was
the decision for his 10th birthday
partytobeheld atakarttrack.

“Istarted kartingatabirthday
party atjustacorporate track near
wherelIlive,” heexplains. “Idid
alrightatthatand soIcontinued,
did achampionship there,and did
quite well.”

The second chance event was
ex-Formula 1driver Anthony
Davidson happeningto watch
Turney karting atthat Daytona

A =

»

A commonsightin2018 was Turney ceebrating afteravictory

Milton Keynes circuit. He was
impressed by Turney and suggested
tohim and hisfamily thathe
should startracingin competitive
Motorsport UK classes. And that’s
exactly what he did-gradually rising
up through theranks, enjoying
plenty of success alongthe way.
Butatricky 2017 putahalttothat
progress. Hisfirst season competing
at Seniorlevel -having already
won British Juniortitles—didn’t go
exactly toplan.Itcoincided with
Turney taking his GCSE exams
soafull campaign wasn’t planned
anyway, but that was compromised
further when he broke hisfinger.
With thatin mind, Turney decided
tocontinue kartinglast yearrather
thantry and graduateintocars.
“Ithink my first yearin Seniors,
duetoexamsand breaking my finger,
Ididn’tachieve whatIwanted to,”
hesays. “I was still young and still
only 16 at start of the yearsodid
another yeartogiveitagoodshot.”
He certainly did, but choosing
which of the plethora of karting
seriestoracein proved difficult.

s

“We started 2018 not knowing what
classestorace,” Turney continues.
“Wehad quiteafew options,and
weren’t sure which onestotake
within the karting scene so went
for most of them and spread our
betsabit.

“Weended up doingfour
championships, expectingto drop out
of oneortwoif wedidn’thave agood
firstfew rounds. The first half of the
season wentreally well and we ended
up carryingon with all of the series.”

Intheend, he wontwo: the BNL
Senior championship and British
Senior X30, thelatter enabling him
to compete at the world finals.
Unsurprisingly, hissuccessonthe
world stage was thereal highlight
of theseason ashebeat 144 other
driverstotake Senior X30 honours.

“It was definitely very big,”
admits Turney. “Only afew years
agoIwouldread kartingmagazines
andlook uptothedrivers who were
winning the world championships
sotobelikethatand hopefully
havingthe same effect on Cadets
right now is quite good.

“Atthateventitwassoclose
between the top 15that anyone could
have won it so when we won it, it was
amassive shock. It wasn’tlike we
knew we were going to win because
of the pace, anyone outof thattop 15
could’ve won and we did, soittook a
while to sink in but feels very good.”

Butthere wasstill timefor one
moresuccessin2018as Turney also
secured the Motorsport UK Young
Driver of the Year award after
impressing on the simulators at
iZone—-becomingthefirstkarterto
win the award in the process.

However, Turney feelsnowis the
time to move on and make the switch
tocars. Sofarhehashad twotestsin
different Formula4 machinery. The
first was with Double Rata very wet
Pembrey, far fromideal conditions
forhisfirsteverruninasingle-seater.
The second came with the Italian F4
squad BVM at the Adria circuitand
thistimethe weather wasdry-and
Turney wasable toimpress.

“The speed was really good, and
the progression through the day

5
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Italian F4 test at Adria demonstrated Turney’s pace in the car

Joe Turney
Age: 17

From: Milton Keynes

2018
Senior X30 World and
British champion
Senior BNL champion

champion

Rotax
2017

_ British

2016

Junior Rotax British
champion

Junior BNL champion
2015

2014

2011-13
Club-level karting

Turney could often
be found at the front

says. “The time at the end of the
day was only a tenth off that
team’s best qualifying timein
May when the track was warm
and on qualifying fuel load and
new tyres, and we didn’t have new
tyresor a qualifying fuel load. To
be atenth off was good and they
were definitely happy withitand
would like us to come back.”
Now it’s all down tomoney.
TheItalian seriesis currently
the preferred route —although
Turney is certainly notruling
outacampaigninany F4
championship across the world.
Butapossiblelate deal and alack
of pre-season testing does notfaze
Turney. Infact, very little does.
“I'mfairly confidentif it came
toitIwould be abletositinthe
car atthefirstround of the Italian
F4 championship without any
testing,” he states. “Ithink Iwould
be able to compete fairly well.”
Given the way his second ever
test went, that confidenceis
justified. In the meantime,
Turneyistryingtodoasmuch
ashecantoprepare for whatever
the season ahead has to offer.
“Ithink it will be alate decision
and I’m doingdays atiZone to stay
comfortable in the car,” he explains.
“We’re also entered for the IAME
Winter Cupin Valenciain afew
weeks in karts. We’ll give that our
best shot and will [help to] stay fit.”
Theresultin that particular
eventisnot crucial for Turney,
but given his progression in recent
years there may be some far more
significantresults to come this year.
Atatime where British drivers have
achieved major successin single-
seater series acrossthe world, Joe
Turney could become the latest
drivertostarinthejuniorranks. l

Photos: kartpix.net

Senior Rotax Kartmasters

Runner-up in British Senior

Runner-up in OK Senior

Fifth in British Rotax Mini Max

Tenth in British IAME Cadet
Seventhin LGMIAME Cadet



“...this is a game worth checking out.” “...more than enough to please any racing fan.”

Operation Sports MyGamer.com

“NASCAR Heat 3 is easily the best stock car racer we've seen in years.”

SportsGamersOnline.com

N ASCAR

= [/ HEAT 3

NASCARHeat.com

FREE TRIAL OUT NOW!

L rra lo) XBOX ONE

NASCAR® is a registered trademark of the National Association for Stock Car Racing, Inc. and used under license. All other car, team and driver images, track
names, trademarks and other intellectual property are used under license from their respective owner. © 2018 704Games. 704Games is a trademark of

704 Games Company. All rights reserved.

www.pegi.info




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

motorsport-news.co.uk

Changes to the British touring car rules for 2019 will shake up the order. By Matt James

THEBTCC LOSES WEIGHT-TO

e *i‘i::‘

KEEP DRIVERS ON THEIR TﬂES

Turkington had 2018 battles... &=_

here are many
factors which
have been
deliberately
introduced
toeventhe
playingfield
in the British Touring Car
Championship. To taste the
ultimate glory, adriver has
tonavigate their way through
myriad pitfalls, including
normal and option tyres,
aswellasreversed grids.

Thebiggesthandicapin the
modern area hasbeen success
ballast. Since 2015, the driver
leadingthe championship has
cometoeach meetingcarrying
75kgdecreasinginaslidingscale
to9kgfor10th place.

Those measures are putin place
tomake surethatadriver doesn’t
run away with the contest should
hehave the most dominant car.

However, thelandscapein the
BTCChas changed significantly
over thelastfive seasons.

Forexample, the top 29 on the grid
at Silverstone in 2018 was covered
byjustoveronesecond.Inagrid
that close, fractions matter and the
success ballast was becomingan
anvil around the ankles of those
withreal speed.

There are changes: for 2019, the
toplevel of weight willreduce to
54kg. Thetop10carswillall carry
weightbutit will be on alesser
scale than previously.

British Touring Car Championship
seriesdirector Alan Gow explains
therationale behind the move. “It
isagoodthingthat we canreduce
thelevel of ballast,” hesays. “It’sa
reflection of how competitive the
gridisrightnow. Thefieldis sotight
that 75kg can have ahuge effect and
sowehavelooked at the situation
and made the appropriate change.”

Ingram:‘Race oneis a write off’

Average qualifying position
with maximum ballast

14 - -

12

10

Average gap to pole with
maximum ballast

0.7

0.6

0.5

0.4

0.3~

0.2

0.1

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Weight: the highest level of ballast was 45kg in 2014, upped to 75kg from 2015 onwards

Excluded qualifying sessions:

2014: Thruxton - Andrew Jordan and Jason Plato tied and shared second placed ballast; Oulton International - Jordan had
top ballast, session red flagged before the end; Brands Hatch Grand Prix - Colin Turkington had top weight but the session

was wet but drying.

2015: Donington Park - Matt Neal and Jack Goff tied and shared second placed ballast. 2016: Donington Park - Neal had
top weight but wet-but-drying session cut short with red flag. Oulton Park - Neal and Rob Collard shared second placed
ballast. Rockingham - Sam Tordoff failed to set a representative lap time with electrical problems.

The handicap was never more
apparent than atthefinal round of
2018. The championship challengers
Colin Turkington (WSRBMW 1251 M
Sport)and Tom Ingram (Speedworks
Motorsport Toyota Avensis) came
totheevent carrying 75kg and 66kg
respectively and could only line up
in17th and 19th positions.

While thebig prize was at stake,
fans were havingtolook further
down the orderto see how thefight
for the crown was playing out.

Asour statistics show (seeabove),
that wasnotauniquesituation.
Those carrying 75kghave, generally
speaking, been half a second away
from the qualifying pace. Five years
ago, that would have given aracer a

chanceinrace onetobank asensible
result. However, with theramped
up level of competition,ithasnow
meantevenaresultinthetop15is
greeted asasuccess.

The average qualifying position
for afully ballasted carlastterm
was 13th spot, which tellsitsown
story. When the 75kg of ballast was
firstintroduced, the pack wasalot
morespreadoutintermsof lap
times.In 2015, the average starting
spot for adriver with the top weight
after qualifyingforrace one was
eighthplace.

Seriesrunner-up Ingram, who
won Dunlop’s Forever Forward
award for the driver who doesthe
mostovertakinginaseason,

/Rl TE IR
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Changes to the tyre regulations have pleased Honda’s Neal

explains: “Iwas goingintoeach
meetingeffectively having to write
off the openingrace of the weekend.

“You go by therule of thumbthat
youlose0.1s perlapforevery 10kg
of extraballast that you carry. So
thatmeansattheshorter circuits,
like Silverstone, you are almost
staring down some impossible
oddsbefore youstart. It wasa
question of just gettingthrough
the openingrace of any given
weekend and then plotting your
strategy after that. We were almost
alwaysfactoringthatraceone
would be useless for us.

“They aretherules weall signed
uptoandIhaveno problem with that,
andif youare carrying weight then
itmeansthat you have doneagood
jobuptothatpoint-soitisnotallbad.
But when you come torace with that
amount of weightinthe caritmakes
itaverytoughjobindeed.”

Turkington was the mainloserin
terms of the successballastlast year,
given that he was on top of the points
pile goingintofive of the ninerounds
wheredrivers carry the extralead,
whichisbolted to the passenger
footwell of each machine.

While WSR team boss Dick
Bennettshas welcomed therule
change, hehashisreservations.

“It will be the same for everyone,”
heisquick topointout. Whilethatis
true, itmeansthat the main players
in the titlechase willhave a chance
torescue something meaningful from
the openingrace each weekend,
which hasnotbeen the casein 2018.

“Race one was simply anon-event,
and you werejustonadamage
limitation exercise,” explains three-
time champion Turkington. “It
wasn’t what you could call racing.
Iwouldbeinapack of carsand there
issimply nothing youcando. It wasn’t
racing, andit wasn’tenjoyable—and
we should be enjoying what we do.

Champion relishes’19 changes
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Ingram struggled in
the opening races

“Iunderstand the reasons behind
successballastand thatitisthere
todoacertainjob. Thatisfine, but
itneededtochangebecauseitleft
us withnochance.

“Thatfinal round at Brands Hatch
isaninteresting case in point: you
are gunning for the biggest prize
of yourlife and the shackles are
on.Itisasfrustratingfor thedrivers
asitisforthetracksidefans.”

Of course, the BTCCisall about
on-track entertainment. Thefact
that one of thefactorstoequalise
performance hasbeenreduced
goes toshow two things: the
levelling up of the carsis working
and the competitiveness of the
grid hasincreased.

Theballastisn’tthe only thingto
changefor 2019, with option tyres
altered too. Firstly, at Knockhill,
the softer Dunlop will be the
standard tyre, while the medium
will be the joker (or ‘option’) tyre.

Themostradical change will come
at Snettertonin early August, where
racers will use all three varieties of
rubber—the soft, the medium and
thehard—acrossall threeracesand
therefore donot havetonominate
before the event whatisused when.

Theonly timefans, andrivals,
will know is when the car emerge
from their garages at the beginning
of eachrace. These elements, too,
will add to the strategy. Three-time
champion Matt Neal explains that
this will alter the thinking process,
astheoptiontyre, whichisused
everywhere apartfrom Thruxton,
hasbeen anintegral partof the
planning process.

With tworounds at Thruxton
in 2019 and the Snetterton trick, it
means tyre useage will be one of
the key factorsin the year ahead.

“Before, we had to use the option
tyrethree timesinrace one, three
timesinracetwo and three times
inracethree,” says Neal. “You
would start your planning with
the end of the season and work out
what type of tyre yoy wanted where
and then come backwards to the
start of the year, selecting which
races you could take the tyre pain.

“That will be out of the window,
and it could have a significant
effect. Itisafreedom we haven’t
had before.”

Themain selling point of the
BTCCisthecloseracing, and therule
tweaks introduced for the season
ahead should ensure thatits calling
cardremainsasstrongasever.
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nlessadriver
was at the wheel
of aRadical PR6
or SR3inthe 750
Motor Club’s
Bikesports
seriesinrecent
seasonsitarguably hasn’tbeen
worth turninguptorace, such
hasbeenthe dominance of those
modelsin the category.

But that could be about to change
in2019astwo cars, produced by
Mittell Cars and AB Performance
respectively, could bring Radical’s
reign of dominance in the category
toanend.

Mittell Cars hasproduced the
MC-41R, which broke cover for the
firsttime at Autosport International
last week, and has been developed
by Scott Mittell along with father
Ianforthemarque’sfirstforay
into Bikesports.

Theestablished teamhashad
great successinthe 750MC’s RGB
Sports 1000 series, winning the
championshipin 2015 andfinishing
runner-upin2017, butagreater
freedom in the Bikesports
regulationshas prompted
thenew venture.

“It’s[Bikesports] a brilliant
category, there’salot morefreedom
initcomparedtothe RGB,” says
Scott Mittell who will drive the
new car this season.

“Thebeauty of RGBisthatitis

Mittell Cars has enjoyed sces in B,akig the te in2015

BII{ESPURT
STRONGHOLL.
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ABPerformance will run three Sabre Escala cars (above) in Bikesports

sotightlyrestricted and thingslike
that which make greatracing, but
from a design point of view and
wantingto gofaster point of view
it’s[Bikesports]alot morefree.

“We can put some underbody
aerodynamics onitand we canmake
itacentral seat car which we couldn’t
doinRGB and putawingontheback
and putslick tyreson. Soit’sachance
tomakeitthe quickest thing we can
dowitha1000[ccengine].”

Whilethere are obvious differences
whenit comestothe aerodynamics
and appearance of the MC-41R and
Radicals, perhaps the biggest
difference betweenthemisin
the back.

The PR6s and SR3s use a 1300+cc
Hayabusa engine but the latest

model to come from Mittell will
be powered by a Suzuki GSXR1000
superbike engine.

It’sasimilarstoryat AB
Performance, which like Mittell
has enjoyed successinthe RGB
series with Matthew Higginson
takingaclasswinin 2015 and
overall title the following year
aboarda AB Arion S2.

Althoughinitially released
three years ago the company’s
second generation Sabre Escala
will be makingitsfirst assault on
the Bikesports category and like
the MC-41R will use a1000cc
engine, the CBR1000RR.

The cars will be driven by Joe
Wiggin and Steve Bell, with a first

P i

bodywork driven by Adrian Moore.

“To befairit’s two different
size hammersto crack the same
problem,” says owner of AB
Performance, Andy Bates,
when comparing his Escalas
tothe Radicals.

“We’ve done alot of work with
[former Williams, Ferrari and
Lotus] Formula 1 designer Enrique
Scalabroni and the first question
he asked me was ‘when you’re
designing a car how much
horsepower can you afford to
lose with top-body aero?’ and
the answer was minimal.

“Our carisvery much an
underfloor car, it gets more aero
off the floor and so there’s far
lessdragattached toit.

“Ithink we might lack the same
speed coming out of the corner as
the Radicals but I'm confidentit’s
amatch forits straightline speed.

“The Radical has bigger torque
and bigger wings but for us we're
tryingto do it more economical
from a price and aero point of view.

For Mittell as well, the idea and
challenge behind using aless
powerful engine has been to save
costs while remaining competitive.

“When we were looking at
Bikesports the obvious thingis
people goout and buy a PR6 or SR3
and you’ve got a big1300/1400

generation Escala but with updated

’”

Hayabusa enginein it,” Mittell says.

AB ran Arion S2 for Matt Higginson in RGB, winning 2016 title

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Steve Jones

Mittell Cars and AB Performance will enter new cars in Bikesports this year. By Stefan Mackley

IS RADIGAL'S =
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Scott (1) and Ian Mittell
with the MC-41R

“The problemis yougo and get
one of those enginesrebuilt and
you’re spending alot of money.
Imean to go and buy one of the
Hayabusa engines you're looking
atleast £11-12,000 and that’s not

the high spec numbers, some of
them are £17,000.

“We know the 1000cc engine really
well from RGB, we know it’s areally
good engine and our thoughts were
we can go into the Bikesportsin the
lower weight category with that
1000cc and see if we can compete on
amuch morelimited budget engine.

“You can buy asecond hand
GRS6000 engine for around £2000
and if you want to getitrebuilt the
rebuild is around £2000 again so
evenif youbuy an engine and get
itrebuiltand startfresh you're
paying £4000 for an engine.”

Both Mittell and Bates are
under noillusions thatit will
taketime to beat the Radicals but
are confident their respective
machineryisup tothe challenge.

“Ithink we will be up there and we
won’t disgrace ourselves. We have
gotalottolearn with the F3tyres
but we’refastlearners,” adds Bates.

Mittell says: “In terms of pace we
know where we are with an RGB
car, we know where we would be
in the Bikesports championship
with an RGB caronroadtyresso
we’re working off that and fitting
F3slicksonit,abigwingonthe
back bitmore aero underneath and
we’re hopingto be there [on pace].

“You can’tbuy anew PR6 anymore
so Radical arenotinterestedin the
PRG6, they’ve washed their hands
of those. They’re a good car but all
the ones out there are getting quite
old soif we can sort of replace that
but with a cheaper engine and go
justasfast then there should bea
market there.”

A market there certainly will
beif either the MC-41R or Sabre
Escala can take the Bikesports
mantle from Radical. ®
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Cook took the wraps off Ford

Cook prepared for
new BTRDA campaign

Former BTRDA rallycross
champion Gary Cook will return
totheseries this year with afreshly
built Super Modified Ford Fiesta.
Cook revealed the new car
at Autosport International last
weekend, which replaces his 2012
title-winning MG ZR. Cook plans
totest the Fiestafor thefirsttime
at Blyton Park next month before
undertaking a full season campaign.
“We’ve got more power than the
MG used to have, we’re around 300
horsepower from our Exon Race
Engines Duratecand have gota
Quaifefive-speed dogbox,” said
Cook. “Thesuspensiononitisall
original from the Ford Puma Junior
WRC cars soit should all work OK.
I'vedrivenitontothetrailer and
that’sasfarasit’sbeenatthe
moment. Hopefully we’re going
todoafull season, obviously the
first season will be more of a
development year tomake sure
everythingis workingright but
hopefully we can have a good
season with some good results.”
Cook, whoisentering his40th year
of competition, says while he will
focus on the Clubmans series this
year, he would like to competein
British RX before he stopsracing.

Loeh goes hack to the

ice with Andros attack

Sebastien Loeb willreturnto the
Andros Trophy winter seriesfor the
season finalein Paris next month, his
third event of the year.

Loeb will share a top-category Elite
Profour-wheel-drive electric car with
ex-Formula 1 driver Franck Lagorce,
builtandrun by Exagon Engineering.

Fortheseries’returntothe Stade
de Francein the country’s capital city,
instead of two driverssharingacar
intheseparate Elite and Elite Pro
categories, racers competingin the
Parisian stadium will sharea carin
the same classin an endurance-type
format, which includes mid-race
driver changes.

GLOBAL RALLYC|
BID FOR HANSEN/BRO
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Ousted World RX men face new, challenge

ByHalRidge

profilechampionshipwitha

vision totakerallycross back

Swedish brothers Timmy
and Kevin Hansen will
competein the new Global
Rallycross Europe series
in2019.
Theformer works
Peugeot World Rallycross
Championshipdrivers willrace
under the Hansen Motorsport
banner, with one Hansen in
the single-make GRC Titans
classforthe new PanteraRX6
machine and oneina Supercar.
Kenneth Hansen’s sons
were left withouta drive
when Peugeot withdrew
from World RX last year.
“Iamvery happy and excited
aboutjoining GRC Europein
2019,” said Timmy Hansen.
“The cars will be fastand the
calendarfeaturesiconic
circuits. I can’t wait for the
seasontobegin.Iwantto
thank Max [Pucher, series
boss]fortaking theinitiative
tolaunch GRC Europe, ahigh-

toitsroots. Itisexactly what
our sportneedsrightnow.”
The GRC Europe season
will beginat Dreuxin France
in June, before the second
round takes place at Lydden
Hillin July. The Hansen
brothersjoin Finn Toomas
Heikkinen and two-time
Le Mans winner Alexander
Wurzasthefirstdriverstobe
confirmed forthe series.
“Tamyoung,Iamfastand
Iam hungry forsuccess,”
said former British Junior
RX champion Kevin Hansen.
“Tameagertoshowmytrue
potential and get back tothe
victory lane. Bigthanks to Max
for givingme this amazing
opportunity in GRC Europe!”
Alongsidethe GRC Europe
programme, Kenneth Hansen
iscontinuing to work on
returning to World RX this
year with hisownteam as
aprivateentry.

Loebmade his Andros Trophy debut
drivinga Citroen DS3 silhouette at Val
Thorensin 2014. It will be a busy month
for the nine-time WRC champ, whois
competing on the Dakar Rally before his
Hyundai WRC debut on the Monte Carlo

Sebastien Loeb will team up with ex-F1 racer Franck Lagorce in Paris

rally, ahead of his Andros Trophy start.
Olivier Panis and Andrea Dubourg
shared the spoilsin the Isola 2000 round
of the Alps-based serieslast weekend,
while triple-champion Jean-Baptiste
Dubourgtook the pointslead.

Upgraded Peugeot 205
revealed at Autosport

Lee Carlin’s third evolution of a
Peugeot 205 Hot Rod broke cover
at Autosport International.

The rear-wheel-drive version
of the French hatchback was
first created by Sonny Howard
Preparations and were the
dominant force in National Hot
Rods when the original version
came on stream.

The new version on display at the
NEC is the next generation of the
car, which has also been built by
SHP. Power comes from a two-litre
Anderson Racing Engines motor,
and A1 Performance has fitted the
retro bodyshell and running gear.

More versions of the car are in build.

Plans for the car are currently

BTRDA GOLD AND SILVER STAR SPORTING TRIALS

Photos: Hal Ridge , mkpics.net
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% Timmy Hansen

Carlin’s ‘new’Peugeot NHR racer

unclear. Carlin’s regular Vauxhall
Tigra was also on display.

® Lee Rudge’s National Hot Rod was
on display. The Vauxhall Tigrais

an ex-Ken Marriott car, Rudgeisa
leading Lightning Rod driver but
took the chance to switch categories.

Roland Uglow added the Gold Star

tothelis

P g LT,

t of titles that he has won

BTRDA Gold and Silver Star
Sporting Trials

By Duncan Stephens

Organiser: BTRDA/Bristol Motor Club When: January 12 Where:
Frocester, Stroud Starters: 42,

Roland Uglow and long-term
passenger Laura Wilks finally won
the coveted BTRDA Gold Star, an
accolade which stretches back over
70years, forthefirsttime.

Uglow and Wilks are multiple British
champions but hadn’t won the one-off
‘cupfinal’ event before and they have
had a quiet year from competing while
Wilksrecovered from akneeissue.
Uglow dropped just two points over the
30dry sections overlooking the Severn
Estuary and held it together despite the
pressure over the closing section.

John Fack took the earlylead and was
the only person to climb section eight,
where Uglow dropped his two points.
However, two hillslater, Uglow snatched

these back while three othersequalled
the zero score. Uglow led after the first
round, from Fack and Richard Sharp.
Conditions dried over the second
round and there were six clean rounds
from John McKinney, BTRDA chairman
Stuart Beare, Andrew Woodhead (who
had borrowed Martin Grimwood’s car),
Ross Bruce, Ian Veale and leader Uglow.
Tyre pressures were increased by
organisersinthe hope of extracting some
moremarks, butaquarter of theentry
didn’tadd to their scores. Therefore,
Uglow won from previous multiple
champion Fack and 2015 champion Veale.
NPTCC champion Bryan Walker, an
expected challenger, dropped six of his
seven points on hill eight tofinish in fourth
overall, just ahead of Boyd Webster and
Sharp who slipped back dropping two
pointsontheafternoonround.
Outgoing BTRDA champion Ian Wright
could only muster ninth overall just ahead
of Bruce, who has excelled stepping up to

BTRDA level this year and netted the
Silver Star titlein afabulous 10th overall
onhisdebut attheevent.

Alan Baker finished agonisingly close,
apoint behind Bruce and second inthe
Silver after lunchtimeleader John Cole
slipped back with anumber of small
points dropped. Both Bruce and Baker
campaigned live-axle cars provingtheir
worth still. Inhis HSTA Post Historic-
eligible X-Factor Mark Howse was
driving superbly but a costly errorlate
ondropped him from thefringes of the
top10overall.

Simon Kingsley surprised a few with his
old Kincraftinstead of his Crossle and won
bestlive-axlein the Gold Starjust ahead of
double previous champion Josh Veale.

Results

1 Roland Uglow/ Laura Wilks (Crossle) 2 marks; 2 John Fack/Andy
Gowen (MSRY); 3 lan Veale/Sandy Veale (Sherpa); 4 Bryan Walker/
Mark Simpson (Jedi); 5 Boyd Webster/Andy Gains (Crossle); 6
Richard/Jo Sharp (Cartwright); 7 Jerome Fack/Tristan Veale (MSR);
8 Paul Price/Kate Kirk (CAP); 9 lan/Kiel Wright (Sherpa Indy); 10
Ross Bruce/Jarrod Goodwin (Concord) (Silver Star winner).
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GET INVOLVED
MIN SAYS..

The fans prove that WRC is a big hit

The launch of the 2019 season at Autosport International got the juices flowing

Moving the reveal of the 2019 World Rally Championship at the NEC last week to one of the public days at Autosport International was an idea of
genius proportions. The championship is all about its connection with the fans and to put the series front and centre is something that was
needed, and the reaction it got fully justified the switch.

Given the proximity of the opening round of the championship — which is only two weeks away when the teams will regroup in Monte Carlo to begin battle — the
effort that the teams and drivers put in to spreading the word of the WRC was impressive.

It is always fascinating to hear the bullish proclamations from each driver and team boss about the expected level of performance during the season ahead.
But every top-level driver in the WRC has a reason to be optimistic. The WRC is probably one of the most competitive global competitions in motorsport at the i
moment, and now the driver merry-go-round has halted ahead of the fresh challenge, the portents are that the 2019 contest could be even more of a dogfight than i
the 2018 version was. Whatever the stories that unfold between Monte Carlo and Rally Australiain November, the major players will remember the excitement
created at Autosport International before any of those chapters had been written.

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @Matt]JIMINews)

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE'S

FAVOURITE OF
THE WEEK!

MotorsportNews’ l

Seemotorsport
-news.co.uk

..., POLE POSITION

Mike Bouts also braved the weather at the Christmas Stages at Croft at the end of 2018

The BTCC stars entertain
the crowds at the NEC

The Kwik Fit British Touring
Car Championship stage,
presented by Motorsport News,
was attheheartof Hall 2 at
Autosport International. The
stand featured anumber of
cars which will take to the grid
for the 2019 competition, and
most of the championship’s
major players paid a visit over
the course of the weekend.
Thanks are due to the vast
array of guests. They included:
David Addison; David Bartrum;
Carl Boardley; Martin
Broadhurst; Mike Bushell;

BTCG’S BIG NAMES GOME
OUT T0 SUPPORT MN

Rory Butcher; Mickey Butler;
Dan Cammish; Max Coates;
Michael Crees; Christian

Dick; Tony Gilham; Jack Goff;
Alan Gow; Ethan Hammerton;
Jake Hill; Shaun Hollamby;
Tom Ingram; Ollie Jackson;
Andrew Jordan; Dan Kirby;
Andy Lane; Aiden Moffat; Matt
Neal; Senna Proctor; Daniel
Rowbottom; Gordon Shedden;
Matt Simpson; Chris Smiley;
Rob Smith; Ash Sutton; Bobby
Thompson; Sam Tordoff; Colin
Turkington; Adam Weaver;
Antony Williams.

WWW.MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK/DIGITAL-EDITION
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Once again the Dakar Relive the drama from 5 RALLY

Rally provided drama and the second round of the : SATURDAY

intrigue throughout this 2018/19 Formula E season : MBrands Hatch, Kent
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the 2019 running on Friday
(2300-2330hrs, Eurosport 2).

stagesthrowing away a
comfortable victory

Saturday & Sunday, 1900-

1 Eton Street, Richmond, TW9 1AG, UK
2200hrs, Sky Sports F1

FE highlights on BT Sport ESPN

“Ibelieve that’sthe humanity I
was tryingto preserve back
then;all thelaughs, theluck,
and the laments with images
that tell their story,” writes
photographer Richard Kelley
intheintroductiontohis
bookWaiting. “It was an
immense privilege tohave
hadthatchance.”

From 1972 throughto 1984, in

whathe dubsas ‘The Golden Age’

of Formula1l,Kelley attended the
United States Grand Prix each
year. While there, he set about
capturing the more emotional
side of F1-showingthedrivers’
“stories”,asheputsit, through
hiscinematicuse of black and
white photography. Thisbook is
the culmination of that work and
contains more than 300 photos.
Kelley demonstrates he
wasnotaimingto capture
photos which would be used as
“weekend sportsheadlines”,
butinstead helooked to shoot
something more visceral, and
more human with his work.
Thebookisordered
chronologically, with breaks
in between the various years
toshare the more personal
stories of several of the key

NEXT WEEK

WORLD RALLY GHAMPIONSHIL

PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS, VIEWS AND REPORTS

Two-time Dakar winner

win on therally?

driversduringthatera, suchas
James Hunt and Niki Lauda. At
the beginning of each chapter
Kelley takes time to contextualise
what was happening duringthat
period, focusingon the ever-
changinglandscape of grand prix
racing. He goesontoreflect more
personally on the time, often with
amournful tone about many of
the drivers wholost theirlives,
aswellasthedirection F1 was
takingbecause of rule changes.
Many, but not all the photos,
areportraits of drivers and key
personnel often in conversation,
or preparing themselves, or the
carsforthesession ahead.
While thismight be considered
mundane compared totheactual
racing, it’sthenature of the
driversthemselves and their
dangerous profession which
elevatestheseimages,and
which Kelley has attempted to
capture. Nowhereisthismore
apparent than in the chapter
devoted to Francois Cevert.
Thephotosof Cervertare,
onthesurface, rather ordinary
shotsof himina car preparing
for qualifyingahead of the
1973 United States Grand
Prix. But what makesthese

(Saturday, 0730-0830hrs,

1600-1700hrs, BT Sport 3).

photosextraordinaryisthe
circumstances that followed.
Shortly after Kelley captured
the shotsof Cervert,hedied in
afatalaccidentatthe Essesat
Watkins Glen. The ephemeral
nature of Kelley’s photographs
resultin truly uniqueimagery
which, takenin conjunction
with the stories providedin
thebook, give aunique outlook
intoF1atthistime.

To accompany theimages,
Kelley uses captions with
anecdotes and stories about
histimein the paddock. If
thereisacriticismtobemade
of thebook, it’sthatattimes
these captions feel repetitive.
Often the chapters devoted to
certain drivers will go over
similarfactsandtales asalready
mentioned in previous pages.

Butthisbookisnota
conventional narrative history
of F1inthe 1970s and '80s per se.
Rather, and as capturedin the
quoteatthe beginning in Kelley’s
introduction, this book is more
aboutletting the photography
shinethrough andreveal the
stories of this age. Therefore,
the overlapping captions can
beforgiven. They are not there

. . '

: Web brandshatchstages.co.uk

: please check before travelling

BOOK REVIEW

WAITING

totell the stories of the drivers,
they are there purely to provide
some contexttothe photos. It
istheimagesthat provide the
truenarrative.

Waitingis apersonal and
reflective journey through one

Book Waiting by Richard Kelley is available to buy now, RRP £30

of the critical erasin F1astold

in the medium of photography

during atime when drivers

were a “band of brothers” living,

racing and dying alongside each

otherinthe pursuit of glory. ;
Amanda Smith :
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Published every Wednesday by Autosport Media
UK Limited, 1 Eton Street, Richmond, Surrey,
TW9 1AG, UK

Autosport Media UK Limited is a division of
Motorsport Network LLC

molorsport
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Book your advert before 12pm Monday and see it in print first thing Wednesday

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT w

174 Classified :==

Telephone: 0203 4058 109 Email: mnads@motorsport.com

Motorsport News Classified Brand New Private Seller Rates If you wish to advertise in the Address for advertising Important If you are a trade advertiser this must be
offers a fantastic opportunity to Lineage: Motorsport News Classified please The publishers reserve the right to refuse indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers
advertise to a uniquely motorsport 25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat) call 0203 4058 110 or advertisements and do not accept liability for are alsq remllnded that thgy are responsible f_or
) o . 25 ds + Pict = £35 (£42i ¢ X . clerical or printers errors. complying with legal requirements currently in
based audience. Advertising with words  Ficture = ’ (£42inc vat) email mnads@motorsport.com Motorsport News Advertising Terms for approved accounts strictly net within force. . ) . .
us puts your advert right in front Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat) Deadline: Mondays at 12noon 1 Eton Street, 30 days. The advertisers name and address fs'x Wee'ﬁst!‘“'ie Pf'oato issue datte/\rﬁ?/u"sd|
: : ; . must accompany all advertisements, whether for or cancellation or any advertisement. erbal

of a very hands on and involved :';1011(5811;:1‘;::)‘1 Box Advert (subject to change on Bank Holiday Richmond, i pany ¢ confirmation taken on the phone is binding,
motorsport market. 2i Weeks) TW9 1AG Any advertisement received too late for publication i

£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat) Payment: Cheques and postal and any advertisement received 100 late for Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.

Private seller Offer orders should be made payable to inclusion in the current issue will automatically be Terms of atcceptance of advertising are available

25% off when you book for 4 weeks Autosport Media UK Ltd inserted in the next available issue. on request.

SPARES AND ACCESSORIES
IDAN 11D IDAN l l) 4y
S INSURANCE 25
= & = . ,.. = - Full range of engine components for: ,”

— LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM -~

Hoce Exhhraoust s
LOTUS 900-SERIES

VAUXHALL XE The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES

POLICIES FOR Follow Us f Like Us
call or bUY online! twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

v COMPETITION CARS QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK -
v RALLY & RACE CARS 01509 4 3 01753532222 | Simpson Exhausts

v" SERVICE VEHICLES

a = :

(Alloywheelrepairs.com | Ve h IC I e We sumﬁly a f

« Repairs to aluminium and magnesium Cqmpre ensive range O.

wheels and castings. Wl rl n g W|r|3$_ pr;)_ducts for relp)?lr,

PHONE: 0161 440 7590 || | e e
- powder coated. ro u C S y

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk | | wheeisinseredandpoand

offset altered.

( Chevette )

- Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

+ HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll
cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works
spec.

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

+ 40 years of experience to share.

| ENGingERinG

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA

\9 1 9 0 4 7 0 3 86 3‘) Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

DURATEC : ZETEC
ENGINE e, ¥ ENGINE

» 2.0-2.5 Litre B » 1.6, 1.8 & 2.0 Litre
» 200-340 BHP K » 188-275 BHP

COMPLETE ENGINE & COMPONENT DEVELOPMENT

wwwwwwww.dunnellengines.com /i1

Tel: +44 (0) 1449 677 726 E-Mail: info@dunnellengines.com
Unit 10 Tomo Business Park, Tomo Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 5EP, England

Rebuild Timel...

Fast and Reliable Delivery of o
Forged Pistons and Conrods t-“

www.kaylan.co.uk

TO ADVERTISE

YOUR NEW
PRODUCTS AND
“formula in high SERVICES IN

performance plastlc... OUR NEXT ISSUE
CALL

Mothing erdunes the punshmen cenved by the underside

L 3 car better than Kaylan
sistant to both high impact and abrasion, owr = astomers are purposc-built to withstand

ated fiening, exiremne _-':"é-::;-" ¥ about an that s o gr trac w af it
en thal th wid's top rally icamm udflags and vsderbody protection. Jom the likes of

choone K

Have the pistons you need, not '

Ford, Sub}u MNissan \.H; hishi a-—, 3nd change to Layian =
| a compromise
o s ettt o ey e s, et P 405 8109 o CALL10)1462 S84300
— - ' . - )_§ - Cam bridge sales(@cambridgemotorsport.com
Motorsport Parts

Unit 5 Lacre Way, Letchworth, Herts, S5G6 |NR. www.cambridgemotorsport.com
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MARKETPLACE

| AL
ST wihe

‘-_\_‘___\__
bt - .
‘ = | LA OW-FORMED |
, £2 29.00 =FORMED {18 x8.0 to 18x100
- MOFEL SHOW - EXC.VAT 6.5t015x80  19X85 to]9X10.5 | : iy
O | 220 (4.9x3.7x2.6m) A .80 16 X 70 016 x 80 7«3@002@1{_,‘;@#457“. ;- RACE

Great for use as a garage, : ke il e A AL
workshop or storage area MODEL ___ SIZE (LxWxH) EXC.VAT INC.VAT - =

® Extra tough, triple-layer, waterproof cover ® Fully Uv  |ClG81015 4.5x3x2.4M £229.00 £274.80
treated for long-term protection ® Heavy duty, powder  |ClG81020 6.1 x 3 x 2.4M £289.00 £346.80
coated steel tubing for stability in all weathers ® Ratchet

ClG81216 4.8 x 3.7 x 2.5M £279.00 £334.80 A
tightening to ensure drum-tight cover ® Includes ground g:gglggg g; X g; X ggm gﬁggg ggggg m_eVOLU

ION |

COMPETITION AWHEELS

anchoring system

1 i N B = - (D =& N
CALL & COLLECT — - ' - - WWW.REVOLUTIONWHEELS.COM
CLICK & COLLECT
AT STORES TODAY T ONLINE E INFO@RWIL.ORG.UK / T +44 (0) 1623 860000 / MOB +44 (0) 7702 845264

. DOLOMITE SPRINT FOR SALE

EX GERRY MARSHALL RACING

A Rebuilt 2014 and maintained to a high standard

E ' —" Multi Gerry Marshall Trophy entrant

ontinual race history from 1981

-

tim@hmorley.co.uk | 01483 575304 | 01483 898418 £55,000
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WE CELEBRATE
a0 YEARS OF
THE ITALIAN JOB

Book Tickets Now at thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk

ClasSICCars  SSupagard.  ~motolocation




motorsport-news.co.uk JANUARY 16 2019 35

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8110

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

EWS

If you would like to advertise
your products ox

services here please email

Benjamin.kavanagh@
motorsport.com

0203 405 8109

LDOCKINGS

engineering

Advanced Cooling Systems

Water Radiators -4 «
Intercoolers ‘/ff’ J

0il Coolers P

Heat Exchangers .

System Design
Ancillary Products

Manufactured to your requirements
by the UK's leading supplier.

info@dockingengineering.com
+44 (0) 1327 857164
+44 (0) 1327 858011
www.dockingengineering.com

Unit 15 Silverstone Circt

NN12 8TL, United Kingdom

i &
*‘® Certified to CAA & AWS
== = \NeldingStandards

Silverstone, Northants '\

“They're a semi-secret way to wear your car nerd
on your sleeve, but stylish enough that you'll get

compliments on them from people who don’t know
the secret meaning behind the pattern.”

use discount code MOTORSPORTNEWS20 for 20% off at
www.striipedesign.com

s

é
CUSTOM CAR ILLUSTRATIONS

WE CREATE BESPOKE HAND DRAWN
IMAGES OF YOUR CAR, BIKE OR TRUCK

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT

OR CALL US
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MARKETPLACE

molorsport RECRUITMENT
JOBS PASSION

Fﬁ'ﬁﬁ'ﬁ .rl!.l\.
! Ll .Jl.. "-‘

"?;HM'&.

Find your dream )

Find the latest jobs in motorsport

Apply for a job with just one click

Upload your CV and let recruiters find you

Set up job alerts - don’t miss out on your dream move

molorsportl

motorsportjobs.com Motorsport jobs

- A Motorsport
Network Company
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

-y SR

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

T

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
TRANSPORTER
QAGE — B For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

l , HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS

FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish

Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ | Telephone 01327 263384
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Authorised stockists for:

PHILIPSRG~S

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS
We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

{Kﬁ For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
GroupB Motorsport

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmeotorspori.com

WEB DIRECTORY

(€29:9:4:10).4 2 RACEWEAR

Gearboxman.com
COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

"~ phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

MARDI GRAS

\\ \\ MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

SBD Motorsport

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, enging
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: sbdev.co.uk E: sbdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

Passionate About Motorsport

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Speclallsts -

QEﬂnt
®Quick Tumamund

®Min Order Only 4
®No Logo Set Up Fees
www.iogomeup.co.u

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

IMEUP|

e Performance Tuning Specialists
e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
e Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

— Northampton
Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

GEARBOXES

-ort{gport Part[:]e))4

Performance and Tuning Parts

Leading performance brands online

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
L-i\’i:‘ﬂa' tire lmigh fite
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRY.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Rally & Race Gearboxes,

GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

1: 01782280136 F: 01782269913
E: sales{@eliteracingtransmissions.com

i g: Transmissions

sit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

Stock and custom made
FiA Fuel Cells.
Short lead times.
01527 521050

wwwi.classicworldracing.co.uk

Ben Kavanagh

Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

3 3N
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Webster

Senior Production Coordinator
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131

E: ben.webster@motorsport.com




