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By David Evans

The 2019 World Rally Championship 
was launched in spectacular fashion 
ahead of thousands of fans at 
Autosport International on Saturday.

British rally hero Kris Meeke was 
delighted to see so many people attending 
the first series launch on a public day 
at Birmingham’s NEC.

“This really is a fantastic way to launch 
the season,” Meeke told MN. “Last year 
we did it on a trade day, but this year to do 
it on a day for the fans was just brilliant. 
It was pretty full-on, but it’s mega and 
so nice to be here with so many people.”
Full story P2-3

Series bosses delighted at British fans’ support
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Team bosses, drivers and supporters

ByDavidEvans

WorldRallyChampionship
chiefs laudedSaturday’s
series launchatAutosport
Internationalas theperfect
start towhat’sexpectedtobe
oneof themostcompetitive
WRCseasonsever.

Thousandsof fansflocked
toBirmingham’sNECafter
MotorsportNews’sistertitle
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Ogier: back in red overalls

Autosport elected to shift the 
WRC series launch to a public 
day for the first time this year. All 
four factory teams unveiled their 
2019 liveries and only Sebastien 
Loeb and Daniel Elena were 
missing, with the Hyundai crew 
still in Peru on the Dakar Rally.   

In addition to the cars, 
the drivers also revealed the 
competition numbers which 
they have selected for the first 
time this season.

WRC managing director Oliver 
Ciesla told MN: “To see the fans – 
and so many of them – getting 
into contact with their heroes 
was fantastic. This huge crowd 
has really impressed me and it 
was a great move to come here 
on the Saturday.”

Those thoughts were echoed by 
FIA rally director Yves Matton, 
who added: “We have so many 
people this year – it’s a major 
improvement to have this day 
for the public rather than on a 
trade day we had last year.

 “We still have clearly the 
memory from last year, which was 
one of  the greatest in a long time 
and now we look forward to 2019. 

“There are major drivers in 
each team and to have the 
two main champions [of  this 
generation in Sebastien Ogier and 
Sebastien Loeb] who will battle 
on nearly a half  championship, 
we will make some great stories.”

Four-time champion and 
Toyota team principal Tommi 
Makinen was impressed with the 
Birmingham launch – and with 
the knowledge and memories 
of  the fans.

“It’s so fantastic to see so many 
people here,” he said. “We know in 
England we will have a lot of  fans, 
the sport is very big, very popular 
here – and it’s nice to see that some 
of them can also remember the 
times when I was driving.”

It was Kris Meeke, Makinen’s 
newest driver, who got the biggest 
cheer when he was called up, along 
with Toyota team-mates Ott Tanak 
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The fans gave Meeke plenty of support at the Autosport Show



The Autosport crowds were able to get up close to the cars and the star drivers of theWRC

Teams took the wraps off
their new liveries at the NEC
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and Jari-Matti Latvala, to pull the 
covers off  this year’s Yaris WRC.

Meeke, back after being dropped 
by Citroen mid-way through last 
season, said: “When a big company 
like that [Citroen] acts the way 
they did and tries to put you down 
on the floor and stamp on you, 
to walk back in to a reception 
like that… you must be doing 
something right. It’s been a really 
full on day, but it’s so fantastic for 
the fans. It was nice, it was mega.” 

Rally fan Mark Collins travelled 
from Lancaster to see the launch. 
He said: “The feeling when they 
were walking through the show 
at the start, it was a really nice 
atmosphere. And then the cheer 
when Kris [Meeke] came on stage – 
it was a bit like the times when 
Colin [McRae] was around. The 
chance to see them all in their 
overalls, ready to go, it was 
amazing. I can’t wait for this 
year – and Rally GB.”

Hyundai’s new team principal 
Andrea Adamo said the 

interaction with the fans was vital. 
“We are no longer in the 

Eighties,” said Adamo. “We can 
no longer talk about this sport 
between ourselves. If  we continue 
to do this then somebody will come 
to ask us: ‘Why are we spending all 
of  this money?’ Making this an 
open day for the normal fans is 
just what we needed.”

Three of  the four teams showed 
significant changes in their 
liveries, with only Toyota’s 
Yaris WRC remaining largely 
unchanged for the season ahead.

Citroen’s C3 WRC is devoid of  
Abu Dhabi branding for the first 
time in five years, but Ogier’s 
return to Versailles means he 
brings Red Bull branding back 
to the French machine again. 
Hyundai’s i20 Coupe WRC has 
a new design, with its usual blue 
and orange colour scheme. 

M-Sport’s Ford Fiesta WRC is 
without Red Bull input, leaving 
the Cumbrian squad with a 
livery similar to 2016.  

Inachange for2019,
the WRC drivers chose 
their own numbers for 
this year’s series. They 
talk MN through their 
number choices.

Elfyn Evans: 
33 
“It’s not a big reason: it’s 
my initials backwards…”

Teemu 
Suninen: 3
“I started karting, I was 
310. When I went to 
national classes I had
to drop a number and 
I was 31 and now I’m on 
the top level I drop another 
number to number three.”

Ott Tanak: 8
“It’s the same as last 
year and that was quite a 
good year. But actually, I 
believe there is something 
behind the number eight: 
it’s a lucky number in 
Japan and we drive for a 
Japanese manufacturer.”

Kris Meeke: 5
“I have no affiliation with 
any number, so I asked 
my four-year-old daughter 
to draw a picture of a 
car and put her favourite 
number on the side. She 
chose five.”

Jari-Matti 
Latvala: 10
“When we joined Toyota in 
2017 our number was 10 
and we had one of the best 
seasons with this number. 
And, if you cover the zero 
then it’s a number one!”

Thierry 
Neuville: 11
“Nicolas [Gilsoul, 
co-driver] and myself 
have very good memories 
from driving number 11 
in 2013. This was when 
we were second in the 
championship for the first 
time. We always loved this 
number – and there’s the 
number one in there and 
hopefully, one day, we’re 
going to be there.”

Andreas 
Mikkelsen: 89
“My co-driver Anders 
[Jaeger] and I were both 
born in ’89, so we are 
team 89.”

Dani Sordo: 6
“This is my number from 
the last three years with 
Hyundai – I already used 
this one a lot, so I keep it.”

Esapekka 
Lappi: 4
“I’m very professional, so 
we can use this number 
on the hashtag. It will 
be L4PPI…”

Sebastien 
Ogier: 1
“This is the number we’re 
all fighting for, so I’m 
proud to have it on 
the doors again.”

DRIVER NUMBERS



Binotto has replaced ArrivabeneGiovinazzi replaces Leclerc

RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND-UP
Cost cap troubles
Renault’s Cyril Abiteboul believes 
Formula 1’s smaller outfits will 
be helped by the distraction 
of top teams needing to make 
redundancies after the planned 
2021 budget cap is introduced. 
“We know we have a huge deficit 
in resources against the teams 
that ultimately we want to fight 
against,” he said. “But we also 
know that things like the budget 
cap will kick in. It makes no sense 
to stack up resources knowing 
that we will have to reduce and 
go down. In a certain respect it 
will be most unprofessional to 
do that, to hire people that we 
may have to lose in the future.”

Wehrlein’s role
Former Mercedes protege Pascal 
Wehrlein will work with Ferrari this 
season in a development role. Wehrlein, 
who spent two years racing in F1 in 
2016 and ’17 with Manor and Sauber, 
split with long-time backer Mercedes 
at the end of last year following a 
season back in the DTM. He made a 
shortlived Formula E race debut last 
weekend with the Mahindra team where 
he was crashed into on the first lap and 
will combine his racing commitments 
with work on Ferrari’s simulator.

Steiner’s warning
Haas team boss Gunther Steiner 
reckons there would be no point 
in him carrying on in F1 in the long 
term if there was never a chance 
of his team being able to challenge 
the sport’s top three outfits. 
Steiner says that he can accept 
such a situation carrying on in 
the short term, but thinks that 
he would have to question his 
involvement longer term if things 
do not change. “I think for two 
years yes, it’s sustainable,” Steiner 
said. “But long term: no, it gets 
old.  If it doesn’t change at some 
point there’s no point to just be 
in it. The business as a business 
doesn’t work if you cannot 
take and feel the enjoyment of 
competing for podiums and wins.”

Not Leclerc
Antonio Giovinazzi says he will not try to 
replicate Charles Leclerc’s success as 
an F1 rookie when he drives for Sauber 
in 2019. Leclerc’s efforts last year 
paved theway foran immediate
graduation toFerrari andopenedthe
door forGiovinazzi tomove intoa full-
timedriveatSauber. “Ididn’t speak
muchtohimabout this jump, Iwant to
focusonmyself,”saidGiovinazzi.
“Idon’twant to repeatCharles’ results
lastyearor improvehis results–mytarget
is just todo thebest Icanonmyside.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Former tech boss Anderson criticises Ferrari’s promotion of Binotto
Ferrari made the “wrong decision” 
picking Mattia Binotto to replace 
Maurizio Arrivabene as its Formula 1 
team principal, says former F1 
technical director Gary Anderson.

Binotto took charge of  Ferrari’s 
engine development after its dismal 
performance at the start of  F1’s V6 
turbo-hybrid era in 2014.

He was then promoted to a role as 
overall technical chief  in mid-2016 as 
part of  an overhaul designed by then-

president and CEO Sergio Marchionne.
Former Jordan technical chief  

Anderson said: “Binotto is someone 
who has been very good at being a 
technical manager. You’ve got to 
allow him to be a technical manager.

“That is a full-time job, seven days 
a week. It’s not a part-time thing. 
That is going to dilute their technical 
effort for sure.

“I think it’s the wrong decision. They 
should have brought someone else in.”

It is unclear who will replace 
Binotto as head of  Ferrari’s technical 
department, but there are suggestions 
the team may elect to simply hand 
more responsibility to aero chief  
Enrico Cardile and head of  its 
engine department Corrado Iotti.

Anderson added: “I don’t really 
see why you would take your best 
technical person... and put him in 
a management, political positio n 
which is not his forte.”

M LAREN HIRES FORMER
PORSCHE BOSS SEIDL
Struggling F1 team gets new recruit

Photos: LAT

By Jonathan Noble

McLaren has appointed former 
Porsche World Endurance 
Championship boss Andreas 
Seidl as its Formula 1 team’s 
new managing director.

Following a major shake-up at 
McLaren last season in the wake of  a 
disappointing start to its first campaign 
with Renault power, CEO Zak Brown 
has lured Seidl away from Porsche.

Seidl joins McLaren after overseeing 
three WEC drivers’ and constructors’ 
championship doubles in 2015-17, as 
well as Le Mans 24 Hours successes 
in all three years, before Porsche 
then withdrew from the series to 
focus on its impending Formula E 
move slated for ’19/20.

He had been due to take on a new 
role with overall control of  motorsport 
at Porsche had he remained with 
the manufacturer.

Speaking about his move to McLaren, 
Seidl said: “This is an enormous 
privilege and challenge, which 
I am ready for and committed to.

“To have an opportunity to 
contribute to the McLaren legacy 
is extremely special and inspiring.

“McLaren has the vision, leadership 
and experience but, most importantly, 
the people to return to the front, and that 
will be my absolute focus and mission.”

Seidl will be placed in charge of  
McLaren’s F1 operations as Brown 
felt he could not manage the race 
team as well as McLaren’s other 
extensive racing operations.

Reporting directly to Brown, 
Seidl will manage the three key 
heads of  departments tasked 
with McLaren’s revival.

Technical director James Key, 
who is set to join McLaren later this 
year, will be in charge of  car design, 
Simon Roberts will have responsibility 
for car production and Paul James, 
team manager, will lead operations 
at the track.

Seidl’s appointment will also allow 
sporting director Gil de Ferran more 
freedom to move into a role where he 
can help oversee McLaren’s wider 
racing activities – including its assault 
on this year’s Indianapolis 500 – rather 
than be devoted fully to F1.

Seidl is no stranger to F1, having 
previously made a name for himself  

working at BMW Sauber until 2009 
before overseeing BMW’s return to 
the DTM in ’12.

McLaren CEO Zak Brown said 
Seidl’s appointment was important.

“This is a significant appointment 
for us on two fronts,” he said. “First, 
it is another important step in our 
F1 performance recovery plan and 
long-term commitment to F1. 

“Second, concentrated senior 
leadership on our F1 programme is an 
integral part of  the long-term strategy 
of  McLaren R acing to expand into other 
forms of global motorsport over time.

“Andreas is a highly capable 
leader with a track record of  success 
in everything he has been involved 
with, and I look forward to working 
with him.” 

Porsche succeeded 
under Seidl’s controlSeidl will attempt to stop the wheels falling off at troubled McLaren
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Antonio Felix da Costa believes
his team-mate Alexander Sims could
have won the ABB FIA Formula E
Marrakech E-Prix and blames
himself for the clash between
the BMW Andretti team-mates.

Sims mounted an assault for the
lead towards the end of the race
that da Costa had led after passing
early leader Sam Bird, but the BMW
drivers locked up going into the
Turn 7 left-hander and then collided
as da Costa slid wide into the

barriers and subsequently retired.
Jerome d’Ambrosio went on to

win, while Sims recovered from the
fracas to rescue fourth place.

“I’m sorry – that’s a mistake and a
mistake coming from me only,” said
da Costa.

“[It’s] terribly frustrating in this
story because we lost a win, we
lost a one-two, and even if it was just
me, Alex could have won the race.

“But because of that, I denied
him the win, denied the team a one-two.

I’m feeling very bad for myself.”
Watching the race was Red Bull driver

Max Verstappen, who was observing
the stewarding proceedings and
serving one day of the public service
he was given for shoving former
Force India racer Esteban Ocon
in the aftermath of the 2018
Brazilian Grand Prix.

But Virgin Racing’s Bird questioned
the decision to bring Verstappen to
an FE event in the post-race press
conference in Marrakech.

“I didn’t see him, it’s nice that he’s
here,” said the Brit who finished third.

“[But] I mean, to call coming
to a Formula E race community
service I think does Formula E
a bit of a disjustice.

“This is an amazing category,
and people pay to come and watch
us, it shouldn’t be a punishment
to come here.

“I hope he enjoyed it, and I hope
he will give good feedback to some
of his colleagues.”

Photos: LAT, Jakob Ebrey

Chilton and Jackson
sign with Motorbase

Brabham aims for 2022 Le Mans 24 Hours

TherevivedBrabhammarque
isaimingtobeonthegridat
theLeMans24Hoursin2022.

Australian-basedBrabham
Automotive,whichlaunched
lastMaywith2009LeMans
winnerDavidBrabham–son
of marqueco-founderSir
JackBrabham–atthehelm,is
planningaWorldEndurance
Championshipentryinthe
GTEProclassatthestartof
the2021/22season.

TheGTEcarwillbebased
onanewroad-goingsportscar

thatwillhaveitsrootsinthe
million-poundBT62trackday
carunveiledlastMay.

Brabhamsaid:“It isimportant
thatwereturntoracing,
becauseitisinourDNA.

“Wetoldeveryonewhenwe
launchedthatwewantedtogo
racingandthattheultimate
goalwastogettoLeMans.

“Therehasbeenalotof
speculationabouthowwemight
doit,sowewanttoconfirmthe
directioninwhichwearegoing
andthat’sGTEin2021/22.”

Turkingtonwants to
beat Rouse’s record

Neal and Cammish aim
for BTCC title bids

ReigningBritishTouringCar
championColinTurkingtonis
aimingtobreakchampionship
recordsbywinningthemost
titlesintheseries’history.

TheWSRBMW125iMSport
driver,a46-timewinnerinthe
category,announcedbefore
AutosportInternationalthat
hewouldremaininhisdrivefor
2019andcarrythenumberone.

Hehasthreetitles,thesameas
fellow2019racerMattNeal,and
Turkingtonsaysheisnow
aimingevenhigher.

“Ifeelhonouredtohavethree
titles,”hesaid.“If thatisasfar
asIcango,Iwillbehappywith
that.Buteveryonekeepstelling
methatAndyRouseistheonly
onetohavewonitfourtimesand
Ijustkeepthinking‘wouldn’t
fivebegreat?’If youarethemost
successful, thatissomethingelse
–awholenewlevel.Whynot
shootforthemoon?

“Thatwouldbeanamazingfeat
andthatwouldbethedream,but
youneedalotof ingredientstobe
rightforthattohappen.Ithink
Ihavethatinplacethisyear.”

Three-timeBritishTouringCar
championMattNealsaysthat
knowledgegainedwiththenew-
shapeFK8HondaCivicTypeR
canhelpturntheTeamDynamics
machineintoaconstantthreat
forthe2019crown.

Nealandrookieteam-mateDan
Cammishwillreturnandhave
targetedimprovementsatcircuits
whichwereastrugglein2018.

Nealsaid:“Therewasalotto
learnandalottoprocess.Wehad
somegreatresults,butitdidn’t
alwaysgowell: therewasfantastic
speedinthecaratcertainevents
butnotatall.Wehavenowgota
year’sdatawiththecarand
Ihavehadayearworking
alongsideDan.Iamlooking
forwardtoexpandingonthat.”

Nealfinishedninthinthe
standingslastyearwithtwowins,
oneplaceinfrontof Cammish,
whoalsotookabraceof victories,
intheoveralldriverstandings.

“Duringthemiddletotheendof
theseason,Iwasstrongwithsome
greatresults,”saidCammish,who
wontheJackSearsTrophyfor
thetopdriverwhohadyettogain
apodiumatthestartof the2018
contest.“In2019,Iamnolongera
GTdriverpretendingtobecomea
BTCCdriver.Iamafully-fledged
BTCCdrivernow.Iamgoingto
starttheseasonwiththeintention
of beingrightintheshake-up
attheendof theseason.”

The 2009 Formula 1 world
champion Jenson Button will
remain in Super GT in 2019
to defend his drivers’ crown.
Button will again pair up
with established Japanese
racing star Naoki Yamamoto
at Team Kunimitsu after the
duo successfully clinched the
2018 GT500 title… Toyota will
bring back the legendary Supra

name to Super GT next year after
revealing a concept version of the
racecar. The Japanese manufacturer
first used the Supra in Super GT’s
forerunner the All Japan Grand
Touring Car Championship (JGTC)
in 1995 and won a total of four titles
with the car… Mario Andretti’s
1969 victory in the Indianapolis
500 will be celebrated this year
with a special logo and a display

of some of his most famous
cars in the IMS Museum. The
logo features Andretti waving
next to the Borg-Warner
Trophy, with the zero in the ‘50’
representing the oval track and
the historic Yard of Bricks start-
finish line… Retired 2003 Champ
Car title winner Paul Tracy will make
a return to racing next month, sharing
a Ford Mustang run by MARC Cars

at the Bathurst 12 Hours. He will
replace the injured Boris Said in
the team’s invitational class Ford
Mustang alongside 2014 Bathurst
1000 winner Paul Morris and team
owner Keith Kassulke… The DTM
will switch its Misano round
to daytime in 2019, having
announced uniform start times
for its 18-race schedule. The
Italian venue held DTM’s first-

ever night races under
floodlights in August last year,
in what was Misano’s first
season on the schedule. It has
kept its spot for 2019, but the
races will no longer run at
night… Carlin has announced
Honda protege Teppei Natori as its
first driver signing for the 2019 FIA
Formula 3 season. Natori finished
second in Japanese F4 last year.

TomChiltonwillremainat
theMotorbasePerformance
FordFocusRSsquadfor2019,
alongsidetheteam’snew
recruitOllieJackson.

Chilton,whoreturnedtothe
BritishTouringCarChampionship
for2017withPowerMaxedRacing
afterafive-yearsabbatical,
finishedthirdinthestandings
lastyearandwononeracein
theShreddedWheat-backed
MotorbaseFord.

Jacksontookhisfirstpodiumin
thecategorylastterminaAmD
TuningAudiS3duringawet-but-
dryingraceatBrandsHatchin
thesecondraceof theseason.

Theteamhasanotherentrants’
licencetorunathirdcarin
theseries,andisintalkswith
drivers.Anannouncement
isexpectedsoon.

“Iabsolutelylovetheguysat
Motorbase,theyaresuchhard
workersandIgenuinelybelieve
wecangoontotakethetitlefrom

QUICK LAPSTHE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

BMW were on for
1-2 in Morocco

Turkington wants five titles

GTE car will be based on the BT62 road-going sportscar

Motorbase boss David Bartrum (l) with new recruit Ollie Jackson

Drivers Neal (l) and Cammish

where we started in our first year 
together,” said Chilton.

Motorbase has a “significant” 
testing programme planned 
ahead of  the coming campaign, 
which will allow Jackson to get 
up to speed with the car.

The 34-year-old raced with 
Motorbase in the Porsche Carrera 
Cup GB in 2009 and ’10, and 

claimed the Pro-Am 1 division 
spoils in his second season.

Jackson said: “Having had the 
relationship with [team boss] 
David [Bartrum], I was lucky 
enough to test the Focus at the 
end of  last season, and being in 
a more competitive car proved 
that I was ready to make the step 
up into a race winning team.”
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Sims managed to finish fourth



By Stephen Lickorish

Ex-Formula 1 driver Martin
Donnelly and former single-
seater team owner Jonathan
Lewis have teamed up again to
set up a Ginetta Junior squad.

The duo have worked together
with a Formula Vauxhall Junior
programme in the past after Lewis
had run the works Van Diemen
team in Formula Ford. Now Lewis,
who has also achieved success in
Mini racing, will again work

alongside Donnelly as they plan
to run four cars
this season.

“We feel that t
we have togethe
Junior, we want
knowledge and
to set up the team
grand prix start
explained. “Alth
the juniors prob

don’t even know me and Jonathan
e day!

d at what was
what was affordable
was doable. And

nior is the same
Vauxhall Junior]
a bodyshell on it.
onathan

ncouraged Eddie
Ives and Elite to
do Juniors and
we’re looking to
come along to

kick Elite Motorsport’s ass.”
The team has already made two

signings for the 2019 season with
Apollo running the new Ginetta
Junior scholar Ethan Brooks in a
Millers Oils-backed car, following the
firm entering a technical partnership
with Ginetta. It will also run fellow
karting graduate Alex Walker.

Ginetta motorsport manager Ash
Gallagher added: “It’s always nice to
have some new teams in the series.
Although it’s a new name, it’s a very
established team of people.”

LEWIS AND DONNELLY
CREATE GINETTA TEAM

British F4 increases engine testing for 2019 season

Coates to have another attempt at winning Clio title

Anydriverwhowinsthreeraces
inBritishFormula4thisyearwill
havetheirenginetested,aspartof
planstoincreasethemonitoring
of competitors.

Oncethethreewinshavebeen
achieved–andtheydon’thaveto
beconsecutive–theenginewillbe
takentotheseries’tuningpartner
NeilBrownEngineeringfortests
aheadof thenextevent.

ChampionshippromoterSamRoach
said:“They’renotexpectingtofind
anything,it justgivesthatreassurance
toeveryone.NeilBrownEngineering
aredoinganexceptionallygoodjob

withequalisingtheseenginesandwe
wanttoexpandonthat.”

NeilBrownEngineeringreplaced
Sodemoasthecategory’sengine
supportproviderfromthe2018season.

BritishFormula4driverJosh
SkeltonwillremainwiththeJHR
Developmentssquadforasecond
seasonintheseriesthisyearafter
finishing10thinthestandingsin2018.

“WewenttoValenciatotestandhe
wasonfire–hedidaverygoodjob,”
saidJHRteambossSteveHunter.
“Iwouldexpecthimtoberunning
rightupatthefrontfortheduration
of theseason.”

RenaultUKClioCuptitlecontenderMax
Coateswillremainintheseriesthis year 
afterenteringanewpartnershipwith 
BritishTouringCarsquadTeamHard.

Coatesheadedthestandingsformuch 
of the2018seasondrivingforTeam Pyro 
butultimatelyfelltothirdbehindPaul 
RivettandJamesDorlin.

HehadtargetedamoveintotheBTCC 
forthisseasonbut,afterbeingunable to 
findaseat,Coatesinsteadaimstobecome 
thefinalCliochampionastheseries will 
bescrappedattheendof thisseason.

“Wesaidallalongwhatwewanted to do 
wastouringcars,”saidCoates.“Iwould’ve 
lovedtohavedonethatbutIalsoreally 
enjoyracingintheClioCup.We’ve got 
tobeaimingforthechampionship and 

Iwanttobethelastone[champion].”
Coates will be joined by VW Racing Cup 

driver Ethan Hammerton at the team.
“Tony [Gilham, Team Hard boss] 

approached me over the winter and said 
he would like to do something with me 
and Ethan in Clios,” Coates added. “We 
know what to do in terms of running a 
team and they are helping to provide the 
infrastructure to do that under the Team 
Hard banner. And having that touring 
car link is great.”

 Clio Cup International Final winner 
Jack Young will also return to the UK Clio 
Cup this year. The 2017 Clio Junior 
champion made his debut in the senior 
series mid-way through last season and 
will again compete with MRM in 2019.

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, LAT
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Duo plan to run four cars with new Apollo outfit

RACING NEWS

RGB regular Spire joins
CSCC Magnificent Sevens
Multiple750MotorClubRGBchampion
manufacturerSpireSportsCarswill
entertheClassicSportsCarClub
MagnificentSevensfrayforthefirsttime
thisseason,withnewRB7carsinbuildat
itsDerbyshirebaseforexistingcustomers
JohnCutmoreandDavidWatson.

“I’dbeenplanningtoretireforawhile,
butDaveandJohnwereverypersuasive,”
saidSpirefounderPaulNightingale.

“Someof thecomponentsusedinthe
front-enginedBikesportscarweran
lastyear, includingmuchof theframe,
arecarriedovertotheRB7.Having
workedwiththescrutineertoensure
thatitconformstotheseries’ [GroupB
motorcycle-engined,ClassJ]regulations
theprojectismovingalongquicklynow
andthebodyisbeingmade.Bothcars
willbepoweredby1440ccSuzuki
Hayabusaengines.”

Long-timeRGBSpireracerand
formerchampionshipclasswinner
Cutmorealreadyhasabike-engined
CaterhamwhichhetestedatSnetterton
towardstheendof lastseason.

However,theSuffolkhousebuilderwho
initiallyracedaWestfieldMegabladein
RGBislookingforwardtothechallenge
of developinganewbespokeracerwith
Nightingale,whoserear-enginedGT3
designshehasracedforadecade.

Mazdatyres
TheBritishRacingandSportsCarClub’s
MazdaMX-5Championshipwill switch
torunningonAvontyres thisyear.The
movefromHankookrubberbrings the
series forMk1MX-5s in linewith the
BRSCC’s twocategories forMk3MX-5s,
theSuperCupandSuperSeries.A
transitionperiodwillallowdrivers touse
uptheirexistingstockofHankooktyres.

JSCCentries
TheJuniorSaloonCarChampionship is
reportingstrong interestaheadof the2019
season.Twenty-eightdrivershaveso farsigned
upwithseriesbosses targeting increased
30-cargrids for thisyear.Anewrookieprizewill
alsobe introduced inconjunctionwithDunlop.

TCR UK appointment
Experiencedraceseriesadministrator
DavidSonenscherhasbeenappointed
as thechiefoperatingofficer forTCRUK.
TheTCRAsiaandTCRMalaysiaboss
beganworkingwith theseries lastyear
andhasnowtakenonamoreformal role
with thecategory for itssecondseason.

Legendsprize
Upto11drivers fromthisyear’sLegends
CarsNationalChampionshipwill takepart
in theannualendofseason touringcar
experienceweekend.FormerBritishTouring
CarChampionship teamHMSRacingwill
onceagainhost theweekend,whichwill
includehigh-speedpassenger laps in the
squad’sAlfaRomeoGiuliettawithdriver
RobAustin.

Rockinghamgrandstand
Councillorshavevotedunanimously
to teardownthegrandstandsat
Rockingham, followingtheracetrack’s
closure inDecember.All signage
directing traffic to the52,000-seater
venue isalso toberemoved.

IN BRIEF

Skelton is the latest driver to be announced as competing in British F4

Apollo will run scholar Brooks in Millers Oils car
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Coates has joined Team Hard

Donnelly is behind 
new Ginetta squad



Wilcox returns to British GT in GTC class Porsche
Former British GT class champion 
Adam Wilcox will make a category 
return in a GTC class Porsche 
Carrera Cup car entered by 
WPI Motorsport. 

Wilcox, who won the 2004 GT 
Cup division in a Ferrari 360 
Challenge, will share the new 911 
GT3 Cup with British GT newcomer 
Michael Igoe, reprising the line-up 
that contested selected Britcar and 
GT Cup meetings last year. 

FIA Silver-graded Wilcox last 
competed in British GT in 2013, 
when he raced Ferrari and Aston 
Martin GT3 machinery. 

WPI is the only team so far to be 
confirmed for the GTC division, 
created for ca rs originating from 
single-make championships, and 
becomes the first Porsche entrant 
since Team Parker Racing ditched 
the unloved Cayman GT4 Clubsport 
MR at the end of  2017.

VOTE TO DECIDE UK
MOTORSPORT’S FUTURE
EU will decide on the implementation of the Vnuk ruling

Photos: LAT, Jakob Ebrey

The future of motorsport competition
could be decided on January 22 when a
vote within the EU will help to decide
the implementation of the Vnuk
insurance ruling.

The legal case known as Vnuk led
the European court to determine
that the Motor Insurance Directive
was being implemented incorrectly,
and that all vehicles – even on
private land – must have third party
insurance adding a potentially
catastrophic level of cost to
grassroots participants.

Conservative MEP Dan Dalton
sits on the European Parliament’s

internal market committee, which is
currently discussing his suggested
amendment to the revised Motor
Insurance Directive which would
effectively exclude motorsport from
needing to have third party insurance
for vehicles on private land.

If a vote within the committee on
January 22 is successful, it will likely
be accepted by parliament as it
generally ratifies the suggestions
of its own committee.

Dalton, an ex-professional cricket
player and son of a club motorsport
marshal, said: “This is the kind of
legislation that gets people so angry

in the UK where those writing the
laws don’t understand how bad
regulation can hurt individuals
and companies.

“I’ll be fighting in the European
Parliament to make sure that we
try and secure an exemption
for motorsport.”

Dalton said that the success of
the vote is too close to call. The
vote will be preceded by a
meeting in Strasbourg to
discuss the amendment.

“We have the political groups –
the ECR, the Liberal group and
there’s the EPP – the three groups

have a narrow majority in that
committee, and the three groups
are supporting this package. But
it’s very, very tight. The other
groups are generally not supportive
of what we are trying to do.

“I’m confident we can get it through.
If it goes through them, I imagine it
will have to go to the main parliament,
which will likely happen in February.”

Dalton believes that if the changes
pass before Brexit, or during a
planned transition phase of two
years once the UK has left the EU,
then the Motor Insurance Directive
will apply.

New Autosport award honours Henry Hope-Frost
Autosport International’s tributes to
the late Henry Hope-Frost included
the launch of a new journalism prize
in his honour – the HHF Fever Award.

Lucy Morson became the first
recipient of the award, which will be
given annually to the most promising
member of the Autosport Academy
training scheme and offers a
year’s paid internship with
the Autosport publications.

A Motorsport News contributor
since she first joined the Academy
as a 16-year-old in 2015, Morson
was presented with the award
on the Autosport Stage by Hope-

Frost’s father Tim and son Oscar.
Autosport Academy founder

Matt Beer said: “Everyone who
shared the Autosport office with
Henry will remember his loudly-
expressed disdain for bad writing
and grammatical errors, so it’s
entirely appropriate that the
award winner is someone whose
extremely high-quality copy
would’ve delighted him every
time it landed on his desk.”

Morson’s Autosport role will
commence when she completes her
English degree at Oxford Brookes
University later this year.

All UK series could 
be affected in future

Palmer moves into Mini 
Challenge with Hard

Wood buys Holden 
Supercar to race

Double Michelin Clio Cup champion 
Ben Palmer will switch to the Mini 
Challenge this season, driving for 
Team Hard.

The 23-year-old made his debut in 
the series at Donington Park last year, 
instantly impressing by taking pole 
and two fifth-place finishes. 

He will now race in the series 
full-time in 2019.

“I can’t wait to get started in the Mini 
Challenge for 2019 after I dipped my toe 
in the water at Donington Park in 2018,” 
said Palmer. “After two seasons in the 
Michelin Clio Cup, I felt the time was 
right to make the next step in my career. 

“The Mini Challenge presents a 
fantastic opportunity to get my name 
out in the world of  motorsport 
especially with the news that the 
championship will be joining the 
BTCC circus for 2020.”

Special Saloon preparation 
expert Ric Wood has acquired 
a V8 Supercar, with a view 
to racing it in the UK.

Wood, whose most recent 
project has been the completion 
of Vauxhall Dealer Team’s 
‘Mega Bertha’ special, has 
had the 5000cc 2008 Holden 
Commodore shipped over 
from Australia but has not 
made a commitment to a 
particular series yet.

“It’s eligible for everything 
from Thundersaloons to 
possibly the Super Touring 
races,” said Wood.

“There’s probably eight 
proper, genuine cars in the UK 
now. There’s almost a series 
there or a class for them.

“I bought it because I love 
the noise and I love the car. 
Is it going to pass the noise 
scrutineering? No!”

He is also rebuilding a 
Group A Nissan GTR R32, 
although the project is in 
its early stages.

“No-one’s managed to get 
a proper Group A Nissan with 
FIA papers yet, so my mission 
is to do a proper Group A 
Nissan with  papers,” he added. 
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LucyMorson(secondleft)wontheinauguralHenryHope-FrostFeverAward

Two-time Clio champion Palmer

Porsche 911 GT3 
Cup will race in GTC





Fiesta championship makes class changes Cottrell joins 750 Motor Club as clerk of course

Prize money for new drivers
A £10,000 prize pot is
on offer for any new
crew which takes a
victory during the
2019 Fun Cup season.

Alongside the top
prize, a second place
will earn a new crew
£3000, and third £1000.

Both professional
and amateur drivers
will be eligible for the
prize provided they
have never competed
in a Fun Cup race
prior to this year.

“It’s for drivers that

have never raced in
the Fun Cup before,”
said Paul Rose, Fun
Cup race director,
who has predicted a
30-car grid for 2019.

“It’s called Fun Cup
and people say it’s
easy because of the
name, people say they
can win that and we
said ‘well you can hire
a car and prove it’.

“We’ve got two
teams signed up
already who are new
for this year.”

Achangetotheclassstructureof
theBritishRacingandSportsCar
Club’sFiestaChampionshiphas
beenmadetoincreasecompetition
atthefrontof thefield.

Previouslyrunningfourclasses
formodelsof variousages,the
serieswillnowbeheadlinedbya
ChampionshipclassfortheMk6ST
andMk7ZetecSmodels.Theolder
Mk3SiandMk5Zetecversions
willcompriseanewClassicclass.

TuningspecialistPumaspeedhas

developedanewECUmapand
camswhich,togetherwitharevised
airboxandlowerminimumweight,
willgivetheZetecSapower-to-
weightratiosimilartotheST.

MultipleclasswinnerJon
Cooper’sZetecSisthefirsttobe
fittedwiththeupgradekitandwill
testatBrandsHatchthismonth.

Coopersaid:“Itmaybeabit
of trialanderrorforthefirstfew
roundsbuteverybody’spulling
inthesamedirection.”

CATERHAMFOUR-HOUR
ENDURANCE RACE PLANNED
Roadsport, 270R and 310R cars will be eligible

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Richard Styles, Gary Hawkins, Matt Barrington

ByStephenLickorish

TheBritishRacingandSportsCar
Clubwill runaspecialCaterham
enduranceraceatSilverstoneat
thestartof thisseason.

The four-hour Caterham Motorsport
Team Enduro will take place on the
National circuit on March 16 and
is open to Roadsport, 270R and
310R competitors.

Drivers will be graded based on
their finishing position in past seasons
and each team’s driver grading total
will have to match a pre-determined

score to help ensure parity.
“We wanted to give them an

opportunity to get rid of the winter
rust,” said BRSCC chairman Peter
Daly. “It’s something we’ve been
looking to do for a few years. It’s an
opportunity for them to race their
new cars as a lot of drivers would
be moving up to the next series.”

The club wanted to organise
something special as it’s the first
time Caterhams have visited the
Silverstone National circuit for
almost 10 years. The first round of
the Caterham championships also

take place there three weeks later,
meaning the endurance race is a
perfect testing opportunity.

There will also be races for non-
Caterhams, with Daly believing the
success of the Plum Pudding event –
where 26 drivers took part in the Saloon
Car contests – shows there’s a market
for races outside of the main season.

“We’re also running open saloon
car and sports car races for members
of any club,” said Daly. “It’s an
opportunity for any racer to get
their car out of the garage and
give it a bit of a shakedown.”

Championship status for Classic VW Cup in 2019

New ‘superpole’ qualifying format for 420Rs

The Classic VW Cup has secured
championship status for this
season and also plans to
introduce a new GT Cup class.

The series was originally part
of the Classic Touring Car Racing
Club’s roster but for last season
it became a standalone British
Automobile Racing Club category
in its own right. Now it will
become a championship for the
first time and has also named
Nankang as its control tyre
supplier for this season.

“It shows it’s coming of age,”

said series coordinator Ian
Fowler. “Anyone can run a
series but you can’t just go to
Motorsport UK and say ‘I want
a championship permit’. To get
that this year shows that the
hard work is paying off.”

While the main series caters
for pre-2003 Volkswagens, Fowler
plans to run the new GT Cup class
too at Silverstone, Snetterton
and Anglesey. This is open to all
Volkswagen Audi Group cars,
and they don’t have to meet
Classic VW Cup regulations.

Race will be
at Silverstone

The 750 Motor Club has appointed
Bernard Cottrell as its new clerk of
the course for the next two years.

Having worked with the World
Endurance Championship and
Blancpain series, Cottrell is one of
Europe’s most experienced race
directors and clerks of the course.

He was also previously clerk for
the British Racing and Sports Car
Club as well as its chairman and
will replace Viv Ayres at the
750MC, who is stepping down

from the role after 30 years.
“I was a [750MC] member many,

many years ago and it’s always been
one of those clubs just under the
radar a little bit,” said Cottrell, who
will work as a steward at this year’s
Formula 1 British Grand Prix.

“I mean if you look they’ve got
cracking grids and they’ve got
some good people as well and I just
felt it was a bit of an opportunity
when they approached me so I’m
looking forward to it.”
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Cottrell joins 750MCThere will be just two classes

RACING NEWS

The Caterham Seven 420R 
championship will introduce 
a ‘superpole’ qualifying 
format for this season.

The series is the highest rung 
of the Caterham ladder and 
series bosses in conjunction 
with the British Racing and 
Sports Car Club have devised a 
unique qualifying format.

The first part of qualifying will 
run as normal before the top 10 
order will then be decided by 

one flying lap for each driver.
“The 420Rs have very competitive 

qualifying sessions and the level 
of racing is semi-professional ,” 
said BRSCC chairman Peter 
Daly. “We’ve decided this with 
Caterham and believe it’s a good 
idea to spice it up. 

“The top 10 cars will be released 
in 15- to 20-second intervals in 
reverse order to do one flying lap 
to decide the grid. It should add 
some excitement.”

Series was part 
of CTCRC roster





Wide range of cars eligible

Aurorarises
TheXLAuroraSeries is thenew
title for theDerekBellTrophy, the
HSCC’sseries for the fastestand
mostspectacularsingle-seaters
inUKhistoric racing.Therebirth
of theseries forpre ’79 racing
cars isa resultofapartnership
betweentheHSCCandsupercar
leasingspecialistsXLLimited.

Bailey’splans
Raceandrallydriver JerryBaileyplans
tocontestmore rallies in2019after
businesscommitments forcedhimto
missmostof lastseason.Hewill field
twoFordEscortMk2s,one ingravel
trimandone inasphalt specification,
on roundsof theBritishHistoricRally
ChampionshipandHistoricAsphalt
Championshipaswell as theRoger
AlbertClarkRally inNovember.

HogarthtoraceM3
GTracerPaulHogarthwill race
hisex-TimHarveyBMWM3in
selectedevents thisseason
alongsideaprogrammeinthe
newFerrariChallengeUK.
Hogarthonly racedtheLabatt’s-
liveriedcaronce lastseason,
takingaHistoricTouringCar
victoryat theOultonParkGold
Cup.“It’san iconic livery forme,”
said theCheshire-basedracer.

Norriswantsmore
Historicsingle-seater racerKeith
Norrishopes todomore races ina
Formula5000thisseason in the
revisedXLAuroraSeries.Norris raced
theex-DavidHobbsLolaT300at the
HSCCSilverstoneFinals last yearand
will nowdomoreevents in thecar
ownedbyXL founderMartinWalker.
Norrispreviously racedaChevronB49.

CleeHill’sentry
Astrongentryof65carswill
contestSunday’sCleeHill Trial,
whichreturnsafterayear’s
absence.BasedfromLudlow,
theMidlandAutomobileClub
classic trial featuresadozen
hills inShropshireand includes
entries fromformerHistoricF2
racerTimBarrington(Dellow)
and leadinghistoric rallydriver
AlanWalker (Singer Junior).

Orrblimey
Northern IrishmanStanleyOrrwill
return tocontest theBritishHistoric
RallyChampionship thisseasonafter
a two-yearabsence.Orr’sFordEscort
Mk1willbeamongthequickest
Category2contendersandOrrhopes
toaddtheRogerAlbertClarkRally to
hisschedule if fundsallow. “Itwouldbe
adreamcometrue todo it,”hesaid.

Bromyardback
TheBromyardSpeedFestivalwill
return to theHerefordshire town
onSundayApril7afterayear’s
sabbatical. Inwhat isnowplanned
tobeabiennial format, the
demonstrationsessionsaround
thestreetsof themarket townwill
featurearaftofclassicandperiod
competitioncars.Aspecial feature
willhonour thememoryof local
racerBarrie ‘Whizzo’Williams.

HISTORICS

Special Mini races at Silverstone Classic
As many as 50 pre-1966 Minis
will race at the Silverstone
Classic (July 26-28) to mark
the 60th anniversary of the
original Mini Minor.

Masters Historic Racing will
deliver a grid for two sprint races
on the Silverstone GP circuit,
dedicated to FIA Appendix K
specification Minis. Model
specialists like Nick Swift, Nick
Padmore and Jonathan Lewis

are expected to top the entry.
“We are delighted that Masters

has been asked to organise these
Mini-only celebration races,”
said Ron Maydon from Masters
Historic Racing.

“Minis are very close to my
own heart and, in their 60th
anniversary year, it only seems
right that we should be
showcasing a grid of 40-50 FIA-
specification pre-66 Minis.”

Super Touring Trophy is expanded to wider range of cars in revamp
TheDunlopSaloonCarCupis
thenewtitle fortherevamped
SuperTouringTrophyand
willnowtakeinawider
rangeof racingsaloons
from1970throughto2006.

TheHistoricSportsCar
Clubserieswill featurethree
distinctgroupsof saloonand

touringcars:Group1,GroupA
andSuperTouring/S2000,and
will takeineightracesat four
historicracingfestivals.Each
groupwillhaveadedicated
podium.TheearlierGroup1
carsfromupto1982willbeable
torunonslicksortreadedtyres
andallcarswilluseDunlops.

AndyDee-Crowneof the
HSCCsaid:“Iamdelighted
tounveil theDunlopSaloon
CarCup.Itwillbehometo
afabulousarrayof period
racingsaloonandtouring
carsandwearekeento
ensurethateachgroupof
carshasitsownidentity.”

By Paul Lawrence

The announcement of the
full route for the 2019
Roger Albert Clark Rally
has been met with
widespread approval
from the across the sport,
notably from competitors.

The event’s 32 special
stages over five days will
deliver 300 forest stage
miles to make the longest
and toughest stage rally in
Britain for more than 20
years. The list of entry
deposits placed has now
hit 175.

Speaking at Autosport

International, rally manager
Colin Heppenstall added
some details to the route:
“We’ve got 12 stages that are
over 10 miles long and the
Kershope and Bewshaugh
stages are over 17 miles. The
second run of Bewshaugh
will be the final stage of the
rally to give it a proper sting
in the tail.”

The rally will open with
two nine-mile stages in
Radnor forest on Thursday
evening to offer an equally
challenging start.

The 2017 winner of the
biennial event, Marty
McCormack, said: “That’s

a great route. I’m already
looking forward to the rally
of the year!”

Three-time British
Historic Rally champion
Jason Pritchard said: “The
route is very good and
Radnor in the dark will be
for the local heroes.

“Hopefully our third
attempt will be different
after two non-finishes. I
only used the Escort once
last year so we’ll do a couple
of events this year before
the Roger Albert Clark. To
win it would be very special
but there will be plenty of
people with the same aim.”

Competitors happy as full route is unveiled

EXTENDED R.A.C.
RALLY ROUTE
PROVES POPULAR

DOWNTHE
WORKSHOP
F5000
GURNEY
EAGLE FA74
Currentowner:Frank Lyons

IN BRIEF

‘Norris targets
more Lola races’
XL Aurora Series, below
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It has Indycar origins
“The chassis was designed 
for Indycar racing and Dan 
Gurney had sponsorship from 
Jorgensen Steel and he 
originally had this mad idea to 
make as much of the car as 
possible from titanium. When 
he took this idea to Bill 
Jorgensen, Jorgensen didn’t 
want to sponsor a car like that.”

They were changed to 
F5000s
“Dan had a brief spell in 
Formula 5000 in the early days
with an Eagle so after the Indy
programme in 1973 he had 
an idea that it would make a 
good F5000 car. He actually
built four cars but one of the 
four was written off in period.
The other one is in the States.
They are a very well made 
car and it is a heavyweight 
compared to a Lola T330, but
has incredibly good handling.”

Lyons got it in 2005
“The first time I saw this car 
was at Brands Hatch and it 
belonged to Ian Giles. I’d 
always liked the car and he 
decided he wasn’t going to 
race it anymore, so I ended up 
buying it. That was more than 
10 years ago. My wife Judy 
started driving it and enjoyed 
it. Then, out of the blue, about 
three years ago a dealer in 
the US phoned me and asked 
if I’d like another Eagle.”

He now has two
“It was the unraced chassis 
number 1 in the Vijay Mallya 
collection in California. So I 
went over and had a look at it, 
and really liked it and ended up 
with that one as well. When we 
started preparing it, there was 
a crack in one of the uprights 
so I went back to Gurney’s son 
to ask about another upright. 
He said they had loads of 
them but his dad would not 
sell anyone anything made 
from magnesium because of 
the long-term liability. So we 
had to cast our own uprights.”

He collects F5000s
“We will race the other one at 
some point. We’ve owned the 
Sid Taylor McLaren M18 for 20 
years; we have a McRae and 
several Lolas. I really should 
stop collecting them and get 
them to people who will go 
out and race them. In 1975, 
Gurney did an FA75, which 
James Hunt raced but there 
was only one of those, which 
looks a bit like a McLaren M26.”

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Pritchard is impressed 
by the new 2019 route

Lyons now has two Eagles
Up to 50 pre-1966 Minis are expected to take part in the races Bromyard event to return

R.A.C. RALLY ROUTE
Thursday November 21 (18 miles)
TIME STAGE VENUE
1800 Event start  Leominster 
1905  SS1 Radnor 1 
2015  SS2 Radnor 2 
2215  End of leg  Leominster 

Friday November 22 (34 miles)
0731  Restart Leominster 
0930  SS3 Cefn 1 
1010  SS4 Gwibedog 1 
1025  Service  Epynt
1101  SS5  Epynt 1 
1130  SS6 Halfway 1 
1145  Service  Epynt
1225  SS7 Cefn 2 
1300  SS8 Gwibedog 2 
1320  Service  Epynt 
1355  SS9 Epynt 2 
1420  SS10 Halfway 2 
1430  End of leg  Epynt

Saturday November 23 (106 miles)
0800  Restart: Carlisle
0905  SS11 Kershope 1 
0950  SS12 Ash Park 
1045  Service  Carlisle 
1205  SS13 Kershope 2 
1340  Service  Carlisle 
1510  SS14 Clintburn 
1540  SS15 Chirdonhead 
1610  Service  Kielder
1755  SS16 Harwood 
1930  SS17 Pundershaw 
2035  SS18 Paddaburn 
2210  End of leg  Carlisle 

Sunday November 24 (77 miles)
0800  Restart Carlisle 
0905  SS19 Greskine 1 
0940  SS20 Ae 1 
1035  Service  Lockerbie
1210 SS21 Greskine 2 
1250  SS22 Ae 2 
1345  Service  Lockerbie
1455  SS23 Twiglees 1 
1525  SS24 Castle O’er 1 
1615  SS25 Craik 
1750  SS26 Twiglees 2 
1820 SS27 Castle O’er 2 
1945  End of leg  Carlisle

Monday November 25 (66 miles)
0700  Restart  Carlisle
0800  SS28  Newcastleton 
0855  SS29 Falstone 1 
0935  Service  Kielder
1015  SS30 Bewshaugh 1 
1045  Service  Kielder
1125  SS31 Falstone 2 
1205  Service  Kielder
1235  SS32 Bewshaugh 2 
1500 Event finish Carlisle/Brampton
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Sebastien Loeb’s PH Sport team-mate Harry Hunt was forced to retire from Dakar with back pain.The Briton was running in seventh place overall when he rolled his
Peugeot 3008 DKR.He started Sunday’s stage, but could not carry on.Loeb meanwhile has secured three stage victories as he tries to take his first win on the event.
As MN went to print on Monday he sat second overall and trailedToyota driver Nasser Al-Attiyah by 37m43s, with Stephane Peterhansel third and 41m14s adrift.

Ingram is among drivers linked

WELSH CHAMPIONSHIP SECURES MULTIPLE R5 JUNIOR PRIZES PAGE 15

RALLY NEWS

HUNT FORCED TO
PULL OUT OF
DAKAR ATTACK
WITH SORE BACK

Motorsport News can reveal details 
of  Rally Team UK’s multi-million-
pound bid to deliver the next 
generation of  British rally stars 
to the World Rally Championship.

Details of  the new initiative have 
been spreading since the new year – 
and were confirmed when the Rally 
Team UK name was launched on 
social media last week. 

The intention is to offer several 
British drivers the opportunity to 
progress through the ranks in cars – 
four Hyundai i20 R5s and six Ford 
Fiesta R2Ts – which will be 
purchased by Rally Team UK.

Chris Ingram and Rhys Yates look set 
to be the highest profile drivers with 
speculation that they could compete in 
WRC 2 under the RTUK banner. The 
other two Hyundais are reckoned to be 
set for the British Rally Championship, 
where they will be driven by Osian 
Pryce and Meirion Evans. 

Competing in a variety of  junior 
programmes, MN understands Tommi 
Meadows, James Williams, George 
Lepley, James McDermott, Gina 
Walker and Finlay Retson will be 
driving the M-Sport-sourced Fiestas. 

All the drivers – who have been 
issued with draft contracts – attended 

a meeting with Paul Curson, the 
man behind RTUK, and former 
Ford Motorsport director Martin 
Whitaker, who has accepted a role 
as the team’s CEO.

Whitaker said: “We have been 
working very hard on Rally Team UK 
for the last month. Unfortunately, 
Autosport International came just a 
little bit too quickly for us to make a full 
formal launch, but we have released the 
team name and some of the structure. 

“I can’t talk about names of  drivers 
because we’re still in the contract 
stage with them. I would expect to 
have news on the drivers in the very 
near future, in the next two weeks. We 
have a lot of  work to do, the new season 
is right around the corner with the 
world and British championships 
starting very soon.”

Whitaker wouldn’t be drawn on the 
funding required for the immediate 
purchase of  more than a million 
pounds’ worth of  rally cars.

“All I can tell you is that the 
programme is funded out of  the 
private sector,” he said.

MN understands Curson’s own 
rally car leasing firm is involved. 

Whitaker underlined the importance 
of  the project, adding: “The emphasis 

here has to be on the way we’re going 
about this, this is a fully-formed, funded 
and well-structured programme. It’s 
about giving youngsters a path on 
which they can develop themselves 
to move towards the top of  the sport. 
And it’s not just about driving the car, 
Rally Team UK has all the necessary 
areas such as fitness, nutrition, 
media work and coaching covered. 

“Britain has an amazing heritage in 
motorsport and we have produced some 
great drivers, but it’s been 20 years since 
Colin [McRae] and Richard [Burns] 
and we haven’t really had anybody at 
the top of  the sport since then – that’s 
not a criticism, it’s a fact of  life. We’ve 
had the talent, but they haven’t had the 
opportunity to actually get to the top.

“This is a very big investment in 
British rallying.”

The cars are expected to be run by 
Meirion Evans’ father Mel Evans, 
who runs his own eponymous 
preparation firm in Wales. 

BRC manager Iain Campbell told 
MN: “We’ve seen some very successful 
driver management and development 
models around the world and it would 
be great if  the UK could have one of  its 
own. This is a fantastic opportunity for 
these drivers.”

MILLIONS COULD BE INVESTED IN UK DRIVERS New scheme gratefully 
received, but can it pay?
By Sunday night, pretty 
much the entire population
of rally drivers in the 
United Kingdom had been
signed up to Rally Team 
UK. And there wasn’t a rally
car to be had – Rally TeamUKhadbought
them all. And then ordered some more.

Everybody is in on it, everybody is part 
of  it. But who’s paying for it? Cue serious 
inspection of  your own shoes. 

Certainly, Rally Team UK sounds like the 
grandest of  plans from Paul Curson and his 
team. Without doubt, this is what British 
rallying has been waiting for: benevolence 
which comes with a credit line reportedly 
registering not just millions, but hundreds 
of  millions. Some of which, as Martin 
Whitaker confirms, will be spent on 
bringing Britain back to the big time – worth 
remembering two of the 10 full-time factory 
seats on offer in the World Rally Championship 
are actually taken by Brits this season…

Cynicism comes with the territory when 
you work on these pages and any question 
marks over a programme of this magnitude 
simply reflect the mood in the wider British 
rallying community. 

But let’s put  that to one side and wish Rally 
Team UK the best for an ambitious future .

Ingram, who scored a WRC 2 podium 
on his debut in the series in Turkey last 
season, said: “It’s very flattering to be 
offered a place in Rally Team UK and 
it’s definitely one of  the options we’re 
looking at in the coming season.”

Yates was of  a similar opinion. 
He added: “This is a really exciting 
opportunity for the future. What a 
prospect! And not just for me, but for 
rallying in Britain. It’s very exciting.”

Whitaker confirmed he had 
discussed the programme with 
Motorsport UK chairman David 
Richards as well as other leading 
figures in British rallying. 
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MN predicted WRC
return for Gronholm

Loeb (above) was hurt
by roadbook issues

Marcus Gronholm’s World 
Rally Championship return in 
Sweden next month is a delayed 
50th birthday present to himself.

The two-time world champion 
will drive a Toyota Yaris WRC 
on the Torsby-based event, but 
he’s already emphasising the 
outing is all about enjoying 
himself  rather than pushing for 
a record-breaking sixth win on 
his favourite round of the series. 

Gronholm and Swedish legend 
Stig Blomqvist are the most 
successful drivers on Sweden’s 
round of the WRC with five wins.

As revealed by MN in 
September, Gronholm came 
close to competing in Sweden 
12 months ago, only to miss out 
due to a lack of  car availability. 

Next month he will compete 
with his brother-in-law and 
the man who navigated him 
to both world titles in 2000 
and 2002, Timo Rautiainen. 
Rautiainen now works as the 
FIA’s vice-president of the 
WRC Commission, but he 
will be used to the co-driver’s 
seat again after contesting 
the Arctic Rally with Valtteri 
Bottas in a Ford Fiesta WRC. 

Gronholm will compete in a 
privately entered Yaris which 
will be serviced alongside – but 
not part of  – the three factory 
Toyota Gazoo Racing cars.

“This is about me enjoying 
my birthday present on the 
great roads of  Rally Sweden,” 
said Gronholm, who turns 51 

the week before his WRC return. 
“I have many unforgettable 
memories from the event and 
I scored my very first WRC win 
there in 2000. So, now I’ll be 
doing the rally one more time.

“I’m kind of  over-aged as a 
rally driver, so I’ll be driving 
accordingly. But, my starting 
place will be good behind the 
others, so I guess we could 
still come up with something…” 

Gronholm was quick to thank 
TGR team principal Tommi 
Makinen for his part in the deal, 
saying: “Driving a rally with 
Toyota is, of  course, a big deal. 
I owe a huge thank you to 
Tommi Makinen, who agreed 
to go along with my idea.”

Makinen told MN last year he 

is looking forward to seeing what 
his countryman can do in Sweden.

“He could be very fast, 
especially in somewhere like 
Sweden which was one of  the 
rallies he loves,” said Makinen. 
“With some testing, he could be 
good and it would be brilliant to 
see him back on that rally after 
he won it so many times.”

Gronholm is no stranger to 
the Yaris after he drove a 
factory car for demonstration 
purposes on the Harju street 
stage at Rally Finland in 2017. 
Despite driving the stage with 
no notes (he was co-driven by 
prize winners), Gronholm’s 
time for the second test was 
just a fraction slower than the 
quickest competitive time.

Hyundai has suspended its
Motorsport Driver Development
scheme in an effort to further

focus on its World Rally
Championship title tilt in 2019.

The move leaves Jari 
t a full-time 

head. 
n will 

onth’s 
n in a 
run Skoda 

R5, but 
d that 

t the future 
arcus 
nholm’s 

otege is 
certain.

Hyundai Motorsport director
Andrea Adamo explained the 
decision, saying: “So far, it’s 
on hold. We have to be more 
focused on the World Rally 
Championship and winning and 
to make these things [happen], 
we want to do things properly.”

Adamo said the scheme, which 
also helped South Korean driver 
Chewon Lim, will be back.

Asked about Huttunen’s 
future, Adamo said: “There is 
no programme… I think he’s 
a very talented guy, but he 
was competing against other 

people who were focused on
winning the [WRC 2] 
championship – but Hyundai is 
focused on winning the world 
championship. Now, we prefer 
to keep our feet on the floor and 
make things in a proper way.”

Adamo confirmed the i20 
R5 – which also comes under 
his jurisdiction as he retains 
control of  the South Korean 
firm’s customer racing 
department – will have further 
updates in the near future, 
including new engine mapping 
software to enhance power.

SebastienLoeb’sco-driverDaniel
Elena has admitted he wanted to 
quit Dakar early and head back 
to Europe in preparation for next 
week’s Monte Carlo Rally. 

Nine-time world champion 
co-driver Elena has been angered 
at what he sees as inaccuracies 
in the roadbook for the Peru 
event. Loeb and Elena were one 
of  many crews who got lost on 
the event’s third stage after a 
reference point was indicated in 
the wrong place in the roadbook.

“Everyone, motorcycles, cars, 
we’ve all had the same problem at 
the same point,” explained Elena. 

“I want them to recognise it’s 
their problem.”

The Dakar organiser refused to 
give the lost time back to the PH 
Sport Peugeot 3008 DKR crew, 

promptingElenatoquestion
the point in continuing.

“Sebastien understands my 
anger,” he said, “but for the 
sponsors, for the team, he wants 
to continue. If  we continue here, 
we will arrive at Monte Carlo 
completely burned out.”

Carlos Sainz was angry at 
what he saw as a roadbook 
mistake. His event was spoiled 
on the same stage when his 
Mini’s front suspension was 
damaged after hitting a ditch.

Xavi Colome, the man in charge 
of  the roadbook, said: “The truth 
is that we have received criticism 
from the roadbook, especially 
from stage three, where Loeb and 
Elena and other participants 
were lost. At that particular 
point, it’s true that there was 

aninaccuracy.Theanalysishas
been done by the stewards and 
they have decided that this 
inaccuracy is the same for all 
the drivers, so times will 
not be returned.”

 

‘M-Sport and Hyundai 
prizes for Welsh series’
Rally news, p15
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Hyundai development programme in sabbatical as Huttunen is left high and dry

Loeb’s co-driver Elena criticises Dakar roadbook after costly error setback
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DAVID
EVANS
“Meeke stars in
WRC launch”

O
ne question, five times in 
two minutes.

“Where’s Kris?”
I still didn’t know. Toyota Gazoo 

Racing’s interview was already 
late. Autosport International was 

waiting, interviewer Colin Clark was waiting. The 
watching world – via autosport.com – was waiting. 
Too late, we had to go. Team principal Tommi Makinen 
led out three co-drivers and, er, two drivers.

Cleaned up and in precis, the last message from 
an increasingly pale colleague contained two 
words: “Find him!”

Meeke had been delayed in another interview 
and was spotted valiantly trying to make the last few 
metres to the stage while stopping for another selfie 
and signing another autograph. Seeing a gap in the 
crowd, he pulled his cap down and bolted for the 
barrier – which he cleared comfortably before 
climbing up on stage. Almost unnoticed. And a bit 
like the Milk Tray man in Toyota overalls.

Saturday was like that. Mad. 
But mad in the very best and most fever-filled 

sense of the word.
Working for MN and Autosport, I had a bit of a hand in 

the launch of this year’s World Rally Championship. It 
was, for example, my idea to gather everybody in the 
Autosport hotel reception before leading a five-minute 
walk through the slightly less glam parts of our second 
city’s exhibition halls, to place the good and the great 
on the Centre Stage before 0900hrs.

Ott Tanak and I led the way, but looking back up 
the road was a slightly sobering experience as 
every driver, co-driver and team principal followed 
in the full expectation that I had remembered the way. 
Fortunately, I had.

The first part of the launch was a parade from Centre 
Stage through two halls and into the WRC area, 
where all four factory cars waited with their 2019 
liveries hidden beneath a sheet. The atmosphere 
when we walked into a crowd already being measured 
in the thousands was quite extraordinary. 

Sebastien Ogier, Julien Ingrassia and their 
colleagues were treated like the genuine heroes they 
are. But the most special moment came when Meeke 
was called up to help pull the cover from his new 
company car. The cheer that reverberated through 
Hall 3 was precisely the same noise that accompanied 
Colin McRae’s unveiling of pretty much anything.

Saturday was a truly memorable start to what’s got 
the potential to be a very special season. As we all 
know, these things are a team effort and the team 
behind Autosport International is nothing short 
of brilliant. But the team leader’s even better. 
Unfortunately for us, Kate Woodley’s leaving for 
pastures new this month. She leaves some brilliant, 
warm and wonderful memories alongside a pair 
of very big shoes for somebody to fill. 

If Kate organises the show, it will forever turn around 
one man: Henry Hope-Frost. This was the first year 
without H and it was always going to be a bit of a 
rollercoaster of emotions. Seeing his wife Charlotte, 
son Oscar and father Tim arrive for a tribute and 
inaugural presentation of the Fever Award was a 
moment of humility which put everything in order. What 
a collection of genuinely exceptional human beings.

It wasn’t the same. How could it be? Not without a 
mention of ‘mud’ or one of Dr Fever’s imaginary 
handbrake turns in the middle of the stage.

GRONHOLM TO RALLY 
SWEDEN IN YARIS WRC

Huttunen is currently without a WRC seat



Chesterfield ace to
compete on World stage

Infamous
colours

Solberg Jr
has tested
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YATES STEPS UP TO
WRC 2 CAMPAIGN

ByDavidEvans

Britain’sRhysYateshas
confirmedanine-roundWorld
RallyChampionshipprogramme
inhisSkodaFabiaR5.

TheChesterfielddriverstartshis
maidenWRC2effortatnextweek’s
MonteCarloRallyandadmitshe’s
jumpinginatthedeepend.Having
onlycontestedfiveWRCroundsbefore
–RallyGBthreetimesandSpaintwice–
sevenof theeventshewillcompeteon
thisyeararenewtohimin2019.

“I’mundernoillusions,it’sgoingto

beaverysteeplearningcurve,”Yates
toldMN.“TaketheMonte…wethought
aboutskippingitandstartinginSweden,
butyou’vegottogothereforthefirst
timeatsomestage,sowe’regoing.We’ve
gotatestbeforethestart,whichwill
reallyhelp.”

Yateswillbeco-drivenintheFrench
Alpsbyfive-timeworldrallyeventwinner
DenisGiraudet.Thisyearwillbethe
Frenchman’s22ndstartontheMonte.

“DenishasdonetheMonzaRally
withmeforthelasttwoyearsandhe’s
theperfectmanforthejobinMonte
Carlo,”saidYates.

“It’sgoingtobefantastictocompete
thereforthefirsttime–buttheemphasis
reallyisontakingasmuchexperience
aspossible.It’sthesamestoryforSweden,
whichisanotherfirstandanotherreally
differentstyleeventforme.I’veonlydone
justover100milesof testingonsnowin
mylife.”

Beyondthefirsttworounds,Yateswill
competeinCorsica,Portugal,Sardinia,
Finland,Germany,SpainandGB.

Inadditiontothoserallies,hewill
tackletheYpresRally,theOKAuto
RalliasaFinlandwarm-upandsome
BritishRallyChampionshiprounds.

Yatesadmittedtheregulationchange,
preservingWRC2forprivateers,helped
decidehisprogramme.

“Of coursewewanttocompeteagainst
thefactorycars,”hesaid,“butwehaveto
berealisticandrunningagainstprivate
driversinWRC2isbetterforme.Like
Isaid,thisyear’saboutexperience,but
we’renotgoingtodrivelikegrandma.We
wanttobepushingforpodiumstowards
theendof theseason,buttobegoingto
placeslikeFinlandisjustamazing.”

Inadditiontohisownprogramme,
YateshasalsobeenlinkedwithRally
TeamUK(seep12) fortheyearahead.

Brit to contest nine
rounds in Fabia

Oliver Solberg to make
competitive R5 debut

Retro Subaru livery for Higgins as he targets 10th title
David Higgins has applauded Subaru 
Rally Team USA’s decision to return 
his WRX to a retro livery ahead of  this 
year’s American Rally Association series.

The Manxman is chasing a 10th 
Stateside title in 2019 and will do so in a 
colour scheme reminiscent of  Subaru’s 
World Rally Championship glory years.

“When I did Rally GB in a Subaru in 
2015, the team ran this kind of  retro livery 
and the reaction was great,” said Higgins. 
“We all know it doesn’t make the car go 
any faster, but this new livery is a big deal 
for the team and for the fans. For so many 
people, Subaru in rallying means blue 
and yellow and to have these 
colours back this year 
is really cool.”

Higgins will be 
joined in the 

Subaru USA squad by Travis Pastrana 
again this season.

ARA has expanded the programme to 
nine rounds, but the team has elected to 
skip the season opening Sno*Drift in 
Michigan next week.

“We start our season with the 100 Acre 
Wood Rally in March,” said Higgins. 
“It will be a bit tougher this year. 
Missing that first round means we’ll 
be playing catch-up and counting our 
best seven scores from eight rather 
than nine rounds.” 

Ostberg in WRC 2 
Pro with Citroen

Oliver Solberg will competeonhisfirst
event in a VolkswagenPoloR5whenhe
tackles this weekend’sRallyAluksne.

The 17-year-old is nostrangertothe
Latvian snow event, havingfinished
second in class for thelasttwoyears.
But driving the samecarhisfather
Petter used to contestOctober’sRally
Catalunya is a big stepforSolbergJr.

He said: “The Volkswagenisactually
much easier to drive thanthe[Peugeot]
208 R2 I was using beforeandIalready
feel quite comfortablewiththedriving.
Aluksne’s a nice rally.It’sfastbutalso
narrow and tricky. I havenorealgoal
going into the event asit’smyfirst
event in this car, so we’llpushataround
95 per cent and try to takeexperience
and get to the finish.”

Solberg Sr joined his son for a 
pre-event test in Anttila, Sweden and 
couldn’t make the Polo any quicker 

Mads Ostberg has 
confirmed he will contest 
this year’s WRC 2 Pro 
series in a Citroen C3 R5.

Ostberg, who contested 
eight world championship 
rounds with the Citroen 
factory team last season, 
was left without a seat for 
this year but has elected to 
drop down to the WRC’s 
support series – albeit the 
Pro class where only 
manufacturers can enter – 
rather than sit the 2019 
season out.

“I was disappointed when 
it was clear to me the WRC 
at the highest level was not 
an option for me,” said the 
2012 Rally Portugal winner. 
“It was never an option to 
give up on my dreams. 
Rallying is more than a 
job, it’s in my blood.”

Ostberg will drive a C3 R5 
prepared by Belgian team 
DG Sport. He starts his 
campaign for WRC 2 Pro 
glory at Rally Sweden, but 
before that the Norwegian 
will make his competitive 
C3 R5 debut at Rally 
Hadeland on February 2.

“This year will be a 
challenge,” said Ostberg. 
“I have no experience with 
the car and my first rally 
is coming soon. It will be 
a busy time, but with my 
[rally] experience and 
Citroen Racing’s expertise, 
hopefully we can clinch 
the first C3 R5 win in 
WRC 2 [Pro].”

Ostberg will contest this 
Saturday’s Sigdalsrally, 
where he will drive one 
of  his own Adapta team 
Group N Subarus on the 
Norwegian series opener.  

thanOliverhadmanaged.“Havingmy
fatheraroundhasbeenreallyhelpful
intermsof settingthecarupinitially,”
saidSolbergJr.“ButIwasincontrolof
theset-upchangesandwhendadgot
back in the car at the end of  the test he 
had no improvements to make – which 
was really encouraging.

“Thisisthestartof anewchallenge
thisyearand,of course, it’sgoingto
beaveryexcitingseasonwiththe
focusmovingtorallyingforme.”

The10-stageRallyAluksnestarts
with two six-mile stages on Friday 
evening, before the balance of  the 60 
competitive miles comes on Saturday.  
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HyundaiR5andM-Sportrally
testsareamongtheprizesfor
therelaunchedWelshRally
Championshipjuniorcategory.

ForUnder23s, it is£35to
entertheclassor£60fora
crewtotakepart intheeight-
roundserieswhichmostly
sharesthesamestagesas
theBTRDAcalendar.

Thewinningdriverwill
receiveatest inanR5with
PhilipCaseRallySport in
Ireland,whilethewinning
co-driverwillbeimbedded
withM-Sportonanofficial
testwithWRC2worksdriver
GusGreensmith, including
navigatingalongsidehim.

Thedriverswillalsoreceive
adviceandtuitionthroughthe
yearonthingslikecarset-up.

Theserieshasalready
announcedahostof updates,
includingtheadditionof Irish
pacenoteproviderKillianDuffy
andBritishChampionship
winningco-driverCraigParry
tocreatenotesandgivepre-
eventadviceontheroads.

Parryco-droveforGreensmith
beforeacareerendinginjuryin
Germanylastyearandhas
organisedtheM-Sportprize,
whileDuffyhaslinkedthe
championshipupwithCase.

“WithGus,Ihadtwoyears
co-drivingforhiminthe

WRC,”explainedParry.
“Aftertheaccidentandme

retiringfromthesport, it’s
impactedonusbothfairlyhard.
Withtheprizeandeverything
we’retryingtodo, it’sagreat
incentive,andheisawareof
howdifficult it is tomoveup
throughthesport.Hesaidhe’d
dowhateverhecouldtohelp.”

Caseadded:“IknowKillian
andCraig,Killianaskedme
aboutgettinginvolved,and
it’sgreattogiveayoungdriver
achanceinanR5car.

“It’ssomethingmaybewe
takeforgrantedwhenyou’re
workingwiththecarsregularly.
Youputyourself intheposition

of a17-year-oldforexample,
itbecomesabigthing.We’re
reallylookingforwardtoit.”

Championshipco-ordinator
DavidEvisonconfirmedthat
theserieshasbeentryingto
createaschemelikethisfor
anumberof years.

“There’ssomefantastic
opportunitiesfortheUnder23s
andit’sbeensomethingwe’ve
beentryingtodoforawhile,
supportingjuniordrivers,”
headded.

“WhatcanwesayaboutWelsh
stages,rallyinghistorystarts
there.Theycanusethesame
roadsasthelikesof Colin
McRaeandRogerClark.”

‘Tarmac champion
targets British title’
Rally news, p16
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McGloin to rally and
launch school

Longer stage for Rally
Tendring and Clacton

Motorsport UK Asphalt Championship reveals unchanged calendar

FIADisabilityandAccessibility
CommissionpresidentNathalie
McGloinwillmakeherrally
debutintheDoningtonPark
roundof theMotorsportNews
CircuitRallyChampionship,
beforesettinguparallyschool
fordisableddrivers.

McGloinandthecharityshe
co-founded,SpinalTrack,already
offerfreeof chargetrackdaysat
Silverstone,andwillreplicate
thatforrallyinginpartnership
withPhilPriceRallySchoolin
Turwestonlaterthisyear.It is
alsosettobefreeof charge.

McGloinregularlycompetes
incircuitracinginaPorsche
Cayman,butwill fielda
ToyotaGT86navigatedby
partnerandregularrally

Rally Tendring and Clacton
will join the first two stages
together from last year to up
the stage mileage in the second
year of the pioneering event.

The south-east event made
its debut last year, and was the
first rally to run entirely on
public roads since new law
was implemented in England
to devolve the power to award
closed-road permits to the
sport’s governing body
Motorsport UK, and the relevant
local government authority.

It received almost universal
praise, with one of the only
items of feedback from
competitors being a longer
stage would be well received
after the longest in 2018’s
event was 3.8 miles.

“We’ve confirmed joining the
first two stages, stage mileage
will be in the mid 50s,” said event
director Tony Clements. “There
will be four stages, with 17-18
stage miles, run three times.

“As a competitor you like
longer stages so that was always
part of the plan for the event.

“Having been involved with
events for years, if you stand
still you’re effectively going
backwards. You have to try
harder. You have to try and get
better every year otherwise
you’re going backwards.”

The event takes place on
Sunday, April 28 and will once
again be based in Clacton.

The North West Stages has
opened for entry. The event
had a hiatus in 2018 while
organisers planned the
implementation of closed-road
stages, and they will make up
roughly 35 miles of the route.
It has moved to Garstang this
year and has received over 90
entries as MN closed for press. AGREE/DISAGREE?
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A
n initial look at the 
Autosport Show 
suggested there was a 
fair gap in the itinerary, 
with Wales Rally GB 
and the British Rally 

Championship lacking a stand for 
the 2019 unofficial season launch.

However, it didn’t detract from some 
brilliant stories coming out of Birmingham. 
And it’s not often that is written.

As ever, my colleague David Evans had his 
news snout firmly planted to the ground and 
delivered the news of Rallying Team UK, 
which by my maths is an investment well in 
excess of £3 million, an unprecedented sum 
for rallying. Detail is extremely light, so let’s 
hope these young hopefuls haven’t been 
given false hope and the new initiative is 
set to signal a rebirth of a junior development 
scheme worthy of UK competitors.

Speaking of development schemes, 
the work going on in the Welsh Rally 
Championship is phenomenal. For years,
it has had the feel of shadow, following 
the BRC for the majority of its rounds 
and lacking a significant USP. 

Thanks to the hard work of David Evison 
and his team, that has been well and truly 
reversed with the addition of Craig Parry 
and Killian Duffy. The contacts of both 
have meant that for £40, you can register 
for a class that awards R5 tests for its 
victors. Good luck finding that elsewhere 
in the UK and Ireland. 

Parry in particular has had some spare time 
on his hands since his career-ending crash 
last year. But he’s attacked the future of the 
Welsh series with the same ferocity as he did 
the stages, all while recovering the feeling in 
his legs. His walk from the train station to the 
stand at the NEC was far more triumphant 
than any journey made by the WRC drivers 
on their walk from stage to stage. 

The Welsh series took refuge on the 
Rally4Wales stand this year, and to see 
its huge Volvo road regrader in the hall was 
a show-stopping site of majesty, not just 
for what the machine does but for the 
achievement it represents, R4W basically 
saving Welsh rallying from oblivion when it 
took over from the government in repairing 
Welsh roads in 2017. The success Richard 
Ceen and Jamie Edwards have spearheaded 
has without doubt made what the Welsh 
series is doing with juniors possible, by 
offering them beautiful stages to rally on 
in the first place. 

And building on my words from last week, 
we have more and more R5s coming out 
of the woodwork for the Irish Tarmac and 
British Rally Championship, a far cry from 
last year. Enda McCormack, Sacha Kakad, 
Josh Moffett and Alan Carmichael  are all 
new entries to the BRC in R5s for 2019, 
and the Galway entry list for the ITRC is 
building rapidly. The signs are good for a 
R5 rebound in 2019, even if the formula is 
still too expensive for national rallying… 

R5 PRIZES FOR WELSH CHAMPIONSHIP
JACK
BENYON
“National rally
proved strong
Autosport Sho

TheMotorsportUK,
formerlytheMSA,Asphalt
RallyChampionshiphas
revealedanunchanged
calendarfor2019,withthe
serieselectingnottoinclude
RallyTendringandClacton
intheevent’ssecondseason.

TheserieswillvisitEpynt
twice,NorthernIreland,
BelgiumandOtterburnthis
year,whiledespitebeingin

preliminarytalkswiththe
eventorganiser, theserieshas
electedtostickwiththeIsleof
Manratherthanincludethe
Tendringevent.Bothrunin
closeproximity.

“AftertheAsphaltRally
Championshiptookasabbatical
in2017,wecouldnothave
hopedforastrongerandmore
healthierreturnin2018,”said
BTRDApresidentMikeBroad.

“With116registered
competitorsfortheseries
andtheoverallandmanyof
theclasstitlesgoingdown
toanexcitingfinalround,
2018reallywasafantastic
yearfortheseries.

“Ouraimistobuildon
thatsuccessbylisteningto
feedbackwe’vereceivedand
creatinga2019championship
thatcontinuestodevelop.”

Co-driver will test with M-Sport

competitor Andrew Bayliss.
“When you see rallying and 

you know someone involved, 
you’re intrigued, and I love going 
sideways,” McGloin told MN. 
“When we talked about doing 
it for the charity, I just had to do 
it, I can’t wait.

“I have to do my BARS and 

we’re going to do sometesting
at Bicester, then we’ll just hope 
for the best.

“I’ve driven the sister car, 
I broke the suspension after 
20 minutes! The car is great, 
the gearbox is a really good 
automatic. It doesn’t get 
bogged down or anything.”

CALENDAR
Motorsport UK Asphalt 
Rally Championship
DATE TRACK
March 10 National Tour of Epynt
May 10/11 Manx National Rally
June 15 Rally van Wervik
July 20 Down Rally
Aug 25 Mewla Rally
Sep 22 Cheviot Stages Rally

McGloin’s 
rally GT86

Jason Pritchard 
won 2018 title



Moffett’s last BRC
season was 2016

Fiesta driver Moffett seeks titles
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IRISH TARMAC CHAMP
MOFFETT TO BRC

ByJasonCraig

Reigning IrishTarmacRally
championJoshMoffettwill contest
theBritishRallyChampionship in
2019,alongsidean ITRCdefence
andashotat the IrishNational
Championship.

MoffetthasmaderetaininghisIrish
TarmacRallyChampionshipcrown
thepriorityin2019andwillbeginthe
defenceof histitleontheone-day
GalwayInternationalatthebeginning
of nextmonth.Joininghimatthenew-
lookclosed-roadmeetingwillbeolder
siblingSaminasecondFordFiestaR5.

Moffett isdesperatetowintheNational
RallyChampionshipafterlosingout
inathree-waytitlefightlastyear.That
resulteffectivelyendedhishopesof
conqueringallthreeIrishseriesinthe
onecampaignafterhehadwrappedup
theIrishForestRallyChampionship
alongsidetheITRCin2018.

Perhapsof biggestsignificanceisthe
2017BillyColemanAwardwinner’s
decisiontoreturntotheBritishRally
Championshipforthefirsttimesince
2016.Onthatoccasionheendedupin
fifthplacewithhissinglebest
performancecomingontheCircuitof
Irelandwithex-team-mate,JohnRowan.

“Iknowitisn’tgoingtobeeasybutI
wanttodefendmyIrishTarmactitle
thisyear,”MoffetttoldMN.“Wejust
missedoutontheNationalRallytitle
lastyear,sowewillgoafterittoo.

“AsfortheBritishRallyChampionship
itwasano-brainertohaveanothergoat
it.Twoof therounds[WestCorkandthe
UlsterInternationalRally]bringsBritish
RallyandIrishTarmaccrewstogether.

“Thelasttimewewentupagainst
guysfromtheBRCwasAugust[Ulster
Rally]–andwefinishedonthepodium.

“Wehavetoberealistic.Threetitles
isthegoal,buttogetevenjustonewill
benice.”

Meanwhile,Moffetthasrevealedboth
heandSamareonthelookoutforanew
WorldRallyCartoreplacetheirexisting
FordFiesta.PriortotheNewYearJosh
gotthechancetodrivethelatesteraof
WorldRallyCaratM-Sport’stestfacility
inCumbria.ItwasthesameFiestathat
tookMotoGPlegendValentinoRossitoa
seventhvictoryattheMonzaRallyShow
overinItalyatthestartof December.

“Wewereextremelyfortunatetoget
thatopportunity,”explainedMoffett.
“Wehavebeenlookingatchangingour
currentFordFiestaforsomething
fresherandthelatestcarwouldbethe
ultimatemachine.Thenewgeneration
carstakethingstoanewlevel.Theyare
unbelievablebitsof kit.”

ThecurrentspecWorldRally
Championshipcarswerenever
supposedtobeusedonnational
events,withWRCmanufacturers
receivingspecialdispensationtorun
thecarsonjustahandfulof events.

Fiesta driver returns after
two-year absence

Carmichael has driven on gravel and asphalt,ninth in Grizedale pictured

Carmichael signs up first right-hand drive R5 for British Rally Championship

Munnings gets Red 
Bull UK backing

Alan Carmichael has become the first 
person to take advantage of  the British 
Rally Championship’s new rule that 
permits right-hand-drive R5 cars to 
score overall points.

Carmichael will kick-off  his 
campaign on February’s Cambrian 
Rally in a Hyundai i20 R5 that has been 
converted to RHD by its owner Philip 
Case Rally Sport. No R5 manufacturer 
has a RHD drive R5 homologated.

The i20 has already been driven by 

Carmichael; he ended the Grizedale 
Stages in ninth after suffering visibility 
issues on the final test before taking 
second on the Turkey Run Rally.

“The car is excellent,” said Carmichael. 
“We’re going to do the whole championship 
this year and I’m looking forward to 
getting started. For the first few events 
we need to focus on finishing and 
banking as many miles as we can.

“I think we are going to struggle 
against the top R5 drivers on gravel 

but I’m confident we can work with 
them when we move to Tarmac.”

Carmichael insists having looked at 
both left- and right-hand-drive R5 cars 
there is no difference in performance. 
“The only thing that has been changed on 
this particular car is the steering,” he said.

“All of  the parts that have been used on 
the car are 100 per cent genuine. Hyundai 
Motorsport has said if  they can get five 
customers wanting a right-hand-drive 
i20 then they will homologate them.”

European Rally Championship 
regular Catie Munnings 
wants to compete in the 
British Rally Championship 
this year, after becoming the 
first women in motorsport 
to receive backing from 
Red Bull UK.

Munnings, 21, has 
competed in the ERC since 
2016, when she won the 
Ladies Trophy. Last year 
she began to finish in the 
top five in the ERC Junior 
Under 27 class. 

However, Munnings is 
now hoping to return home, 
with potential entries into 
BRC rounds and Wales Rally 
GB at the end of the year on 
the agenda. 

 “I’m hoping this is a long-
term relationship with Red 
Bull and I’m honoured to join 
some of the amazing athletes 
that are involved with the 
brand,” Munnings told MN.

“I’m planning on doing the 
ERC again with my 208 and 
Sainteloc Racing, but also 
some rounds of the British 
Rally Championship as I’ve 
never competed on any major 
events in the UK before.

“I’ll bring Sainteloc over 
for those as they do so much 
more than look after the 
car, with testing and 
physical preparation.

“I’m definitely working
towards Rally GB at the
end of the year as well,
that’s also in my plans. It
would be great to build more
of a presence in the UK.”

Home outings for ERC driver
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Alex Kalinauckas watched the Formula E tempers boil over in Morocco

G
iven how
dominant
DS Techeetah
had appeared
to be in round
one, and
the BMW

Andrettisquadfollowingupa
cleansweepof testingwith
poleattheAdDiriyahrace,
FormulaEpaddockobservers
wereintrigued to see if that
pattern would be repeated
last weekend in Marrakech.

However, both teams were
usurped in qualifying by Virgin
Racing’s Sam Bird, who produced
a wild but scintillating fastest lap
in superpole to claim his first pole
since the second New York race in
FE’s third season.

Techeetah driver Jean-Eric
Vergne would start second, ahead
of Nissan e.dams driver Sebastien
Buemi, who produced yet another
notable qualifying performance.
Alexander Sims started fourth in
just his second FE race for BMW,
ahead of the ever-impressive Mitch
Evans (Jaguar) and Antonio Felix
da Costa (BMW).

When the lights went out, Bird
made the better getaway from the
front row, with Vergne fractionally
slower away. As he had swung left to
cover off his season four title rival, it
appeared as Bird had the lead sealed.

Indeed he did, but it all got a bit
dramatic behind. This was because
as they arrived at the apex, Vergne
was suddenly lunging down the
inside of Bird, arriving at a much
higher speed in what looked like
an out-of-character move of

desperation. With Bird so far
ahead and taking the racing line,
Vergne wrestled his car onto the
run-off area on the inside, came
alongside Bird and clattered into
his sidepod.

Fortunately, given he was at no
fault for the collision, Bird was
able to escape without too much
deviation, although he suspected
that his machine did nevertheless
pick up some damage that would
hamper his progress later on.

Vergne’s error was catastrophic
for his own race and that of several
others. Sims had to brake hard but
was able to nip inside the spinning
French driver, but Buemi and Evans
had to slow and go hard to the right
to get around, which dropped them
from fourth and fifth to 13th and
14th by the end of lap one.

While that was unfolding,
Pascal Wehrlein’s first FE start for
Mahindra Racing was brought to an
unceremonious and unfortunately
early halt when he was rear-ended
by Lucas di Grassi. The Brazilian
driver and his Audi team felt he was
boxed in with nowhere to go, but he
still arrived into the melee at much
higher speed than those around him
after locking up, and he was perhaps
fortunate to avoid picking up a
penalty for that collision, which also
included a touch with Nelson Piquet
Jr and nudged Wehrlein into Evans.

Bird raced off at the front, hotly
pursued by the BMW pair, Robin
Frijns (Virgin), who had cut across
the run-off area at Turn 1 to rise
from eighth on the grid, Mahindra’s
Jerome d’Ambrosio and di Grassi.
This was the front pack that

would fight it out for the win.
Da Costa moved ahead of Sims at

the Turn 3 attack mode corner on
lap four of what would become a
31-lap event. Bird was eventually
overhauled at the Turn 4/5 chicane
on lap 11, with Sims following da
Costa by on the next straight. From
there, Bird appeared to struggle
for pace and was overhauled by
Frijns, d’Ambrosio and di Grassi –
although the quartet swapped
around regularly as the attack
mode strategies played out in
entertaining fashion.

But a major error from da Costa
produced the ultimate race winner.
The BMW pair looked as if they
had the race won by lap 21, with a
5.132s gap to d’Ambrosio, running
line astern and on for a second win
in succession. But Sims was not
lagging behind, he was glued to
the rear of his team-mate’s car.
Over the course of the next five
laps, the gap to third came steadily
down to almost nothing at all.

Approaching the big stop at
Turn 7 on lap 26, Sims got a run on
his team-mate and moved to the
outside. The Briton locked up, but
a fraction later da Costa did too.
This meant the leader slid wide and
they came together as Sims, who
had got things back under control,
turned in and found he had been
left with nowhere to go. Sims was
able to make it through the turn
and emerge in fourth, but da
Costa was out in the barriers and
wanting “to find the deepest hole
in Marrakech and put myself in it”.

The safety car led the pack around
as da Costa’s car was recovered,

D’AMBROSIOPROFITSASBMWDUOTRIP
OVER THEMSELVES INMARRAKECH

Winner survived a
safety car period

D’Ambrosio now leads the points

RESULTS

ROUND2/12,Marrakech(MA),January1231laps-57.166miles

POS DRIVER CAR TIME
1 Jeromed’Ambrosio (BEL) MahindraRacing/MahindraM5Electro 46m45.884s
2 RobinFrijns (NLD) VirginRacing-Audie-tronFE05 +0.143s
3 SamBird (GBR) VirginRacing-Audie-tronFE05 +0.461s
4 AlexanderSims(GBR) BMW-BMWiFE.18 +0.740s
5 Jean-EricVergne(FRA) DSTecheetah-DSE-TenseFE19 +1.232s
6 AndreLotterer (DEU) DSTecheetah-DSE-TenseFE19 +1.457s
7 LucasdiGrassi (BRA) AudiSportAbt-Audie-tronFE05 +1.633s
8 SebastienBuemi (CHE) Nissane.Dams-Nissan IM01 +2.455s
9 MitchEvans (NZL) Jaguar-Jaguar I-TYPE3 +2.980s
10 DanielAbt (DEU) AudiSportAbt-Audie-tronFE05 +4.014s
11 JoseMariaLopez (ARG) DragonRacing-PenskeEV-3 +4.528s
12 MaximilianGunther (DEU) DragonRacing-PenskeEV-3 +6.034s
13 EdoardoMortara (CHE) Venturi-VenturiVFE-05 +6.790s
14 NelsonPiquet Jr (BRA) Jaguar-Jaguar I-TYPE3 +6.833s
15 OliverRowland(GBR) Nissane.Dams-Nissan IM01 +7.529s
16 OliverTurvey (GBR) NIO-NIO004 +9.241s
17 TomDillmann(FRA) NIO-NIO004 +9.665s
18 FelipeMassa (BRA) Venturi-VenturiVFE-05 +10.250s
R AntonioFelixdaCosta (POR) BMW-BMWiFE.18 25 laps/accident
R GaryPaffett (GBR) HWA-VenturiVFE-05 3laps/accidentdamage
R PascalWehrlein (DEU) MahindraRacing-MahindraM5Electro 1 lap/accidentdamage
R StoffelVandoorne (BEL) HWA-VenturiVFE-05 1 lap/accidentdamage

Winner’s average speed: 73.345mph. Fastest lap: di Grassi 1m20.296s (82.767mph).
Super pole: 1 Bird 1m17.489s; 2 Vergne 1m17.535s; 3 da Costa 1m17.626s; 4 Buemi 1m17.738s; 5 Sims 1m18.400s;
6 Evans 1m29.379s. Qualifying: 1 Bird 1m17.851s; 2 Buemi 1m17.906s; 3 Sims 1m17.935s; 4 da Costa 1m17.950s; 5 Vergne
1m18.042s; 6 Evans 1m18.106s; 7 Wehrlein 1m18.126s; 8 Frijns 1m18.200s; 9 Piquet 1m18.347s; 10 d’Ambrosio 1m18.440s;
11 di Grassi 1m18.595s; 12 Rowland 1m18.604s; 13 Lopez 1m18.612s; 14 Turvey 1m18.624s; 15 Massa 1m18.780s; 16 Abt
1m18.921s; 17 Mortara 1m19.133s; 18 Dillmann 1m19.338s; 19 Paffett 1m19.516s; 20 Lotterer 1m19.633s; 21 Gunther
1m23.332s; 22 Vandoorne 1m33.404s.
Championship: 1 d’Ambrosio 40; 2 da Costa 28; 3 Vergne 28; 4 Lotterer 19; 5 Frijns 18; 6 Bird 18; 7 Evans 14; 8 Sims 12;
9 Buemi 12; 10 di Grassi 9.

Da Costa and Sims before they got... personal...
Jean-Eric Vergne made a 
doomed bid for the lead

Photos: LAT
FORMULA E: MOROCCO 

with d’Ambrosio leading Frijns and 
Bird. A frantic one-lap shootout 
ended the race as the 45-minutes-
plus-one-lap limit ticked over, with 
d’Ambrosio just prevailing ahead 
of  the Virgin pair to take his first on 
the road FE win – the third overall 
victory of  his career in the electric 
category – by a mere 0.143s.

Sims finished fourth ahead 
of  Vergne – who recovered 
magnificently and in the process 
pretty much confirmed his team’s 
pace advantage over the rest of  
the pack. Andre Lotterer raced 
from 20th to sixth, with di Grassi, 
Buemi, Evans and Daniel Abt 
(Audi) completing the top 10.



FORMULA 5000
REMEMBERED
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INSIGHT
Fifty years since F5000 made its UK debut was celebrated at ASI. By Paul Lawrence

Lolas were quick in F5000

Hailwood raced
Surtees TS8 car

Only four Gurney Eagle FA74s built

Alan Rollinson
“MyfirstraceinFormula5000
wasin1969inDougHardwick’s
LolaT142.Thatwastheearly
daysof wingsoncarsandtheyfell
off withmonotonousregularity.

“IracedtheLotus70in1970and
itbrokeinhalf atBrandsHatch.

Itwastotallyrebuiltandthey
brought it out again at the end
of the year. I went out in practice
and going into Hawthorns, the
same place, the rear radius rods
pulled out of the monocoque again.

“I raced for Alan McKechnie
in 1971 and 1972 in the Duckhams

Lola T300. It was a super car and
it was under development all the
time with Frank Gardner and
Eric Broadley and I loved that
car. At the end of the season
Alan sold it to Terry Sanger
and he wrote it off at Mallory
Park, first time out.”

Damien Magee
“I’mluckyenoughtohave
doneFormula5000.Theonly
timeIwaseverreallyalivewas
drivingaracingcarandthat
wastheracingcartodrive.

“Ionlydidbitsandpiecesand
didn’thavearegulardrivein5000
afterdoingFormulaFordand
Formula3,butitwasfantastic.

“Ihadn’tgotadecentdrive
andIjustwalkedawayfrom
thesportin1977.I’mnow73
andIdon’ttendtogotoracing
verymuch.”

SteveThompson
“IwasinFormula5000in1972
and1973andtheywerecrazy
days.Itwaslikewrestlingwith
abearandwinning:sometimes!
Theywerefabulouslysatisfying
carstodrive.Youhadtostartin
secondgearotherwiseitwould
juststandstillandsetthetyres
onfireinfirst.

“Wehadafewcareerhigh
spotsbutFormula5000was
probablynumberoneinterms
of enjoyment succe d
seeingthew
in1972andt
Servisspon
anex-Brian
Redman
ChevronB24
’73.Wedidthe
Tasmanserie
withtheChevr
aswell.”

Dave Berry
“Idid1969inaBrabhamwith
atwin-camengineandfor1970
weconvertedittoaFormula
5000.Iwassoldwhatwas
allegedlyaBuickenginebutit
turnedouttobeanOldsmobile
anditwaswet-sumpedand
provedtobeatotaldisaster.

“SoIknockeditonthehead
lateseasonandabandoned
theproject.Itookahacksaw
tothechassisandputfour
inchesinitanddry-sumpedit
andtweakedtheengineabit.

“WeranfortwoyearsandI
wasbasicallythebestof therest.
Iwasgivingawayabout200bhp
soitwaslikeracingaSopwith
CamelagainstConcorde.But
wehadsomefunandweusedto
get£50if wefinishedandthat’s
about£500today.Icouldn’t
affordtogoracingotherwise.

“Itblewupprettyspectacularly
atOultonParkin1973.Igotto
Lodgeandcoastedintothepits.
Therewasamassivepoolof oil
andIcouldhavestuckmyhead
intothecrankcase,theholewas
thatbig.SoIstoppedracingand
gotmarriedtomypitcrew,and
sheisstillmywife!”

Bob Evans
“IstarteddrivingforAlan
McKechnieinFormula3in
1971andpromptlybrokemy
neck.But,blesshim,hewas
suchawonderfulguythat
hesawmeoutof hospital
andbackintoacar.

“WedidF3in1972and
thenboughtaTrojan
T101forF5000.Ittooka
whiletogettogripswith
thataftera1600ccF3car.It
waslikefallingdownalift
shaftinastraightlinebutit
wasgreatfun.ThenAlan
decidedtobuyaLolaT332,

whichwasthecartohave.
“Ihadaverygoodtimein

Formula5000.Itwasamarvellous
eraandwelivedinabubbleand

hadagreattime.Itwasmadto
takeaFormula5000car

toplaceslikeMondello
ParkandMallory
Park.Lookingback,
itwasmentaland
you’dneverdoitnow.
“Theywereincredible

carstorace:very
unsophisticatedbytoday’s

standardsbutyoucouldgetalot
outof themonceyougotusedto
thatheavyoldChevvyengine.”

I
t was Easter 1969 when 
Formula 5000 made its 
debut at Oulton Park. To 
mark that golden anniversary, 
the Historic Sports Car Club 
staged an F5000 display at 
Autosport International 

and brought together some drivers 
from the late 1960s and early 1970s to 
remember a category that delivered 
a mighty spectacle.

Big, brash and noisy, the five-litre monster 
single-seaters ran in a European series 
which featured most UK tracks. This was 
truly ground-shaking racing and Formula 
5000 retains a special place in the hearts of  
those involved and those who saw the races. 
Motorsport News asked some of the drivers 
to share their memories of  the series.

Gordon Spice
“Tony Kitchiner, whowasa
complete and utter nu
but a lovely man, had
budget of  £1500 to bui
Formula 5000 car and
it for a season in 1970 a
I volunteered to drive
for him.

“I was only 30 at the
and I thought I was on

my way to Formula 1! We had a 
fantastictime but we ran out of  

n about July.
ater had a huge 
dent at Mallory Park 

a Formula 5000 Lola 
32, which was the 
d of  my single-seater 
eer but we went on to 
ace touring cars and 
Group C sportscars.”

RobsLamplough
“In 1969 I put a GT40 engine into 
the back of  Jim Clark’s Lotus 43 
to run in Formula 5000. We went 
to Oulton Park and got terrible 
oil surge, which took out the 
bearings and that ended the race. 
But the car was quite quick.

“The next race was at Brands 
Hatch and I was summoned to 
John Webb’s office, which was in 
the bar. He said they were really 
struggling for entries and did I 
have anything I could bring 
along? So I took a Lotus 41 F3 car 
with a 1600cc twin-cam engine 
for the F5000 races. It wasn’t 
what F5000 was meant to be!

“The F5000s were fantastic 
cars and I enjoyed driving them 
more than anything else. The 
camaraderie among the drivers 
was particularly good: people like 
Mike Hailwood and Ulf Norinder.”

Ray Allen
“The F5000 cars were animals but I 
loved every minute of  it. They were 
magic and we were a bit brave and a 
bit stupid; mostly stupid I think. You 
had to really wrestle with them and, 
at the time, they were quicker than 
an F1 car in a straight line, but they 
wouldn’t go round the corners.

“They had a 500lb, five-litre Chevvy 
lump in the back, which produced 
500bhp. You could really chuck the F1 
cars into the corners.

“At Monza in the old McLaren M10B, 
I was nudging 190mph at the Curva 
Grande. The guys in the new cars, the 
best Chevrons and Lolas, like Frank 
Gardner were going in flat. Frank told 
me I didn’t have to brake at 400 yards, so I 
worked on that and managed to get into 
the corner with a little dab on the brakes 
at about 50 yards just to settle the car.

“You tur
again and
the corner
the barrie
160mph, so
were scrub
30mph off
corner wh
full throttl
that corne
miles of  
run-off !”

Lola T142 was on the grid for the inaugural race at Oulton Park
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INSIGHT

a35percentdiscountonoffer.”
Apossiblereductionintheamount

of testingallowedfor2020couldalso
encouragemoreentriesintheJCWs,
asteamshopingtohittheground
runningthatyearwillhavetodo
roundsin2019toprepare.So2019’s
interimyearcouldyetseetheseries
growevenfurther.

Onethingtheserieshasregularly
donetohelpimproveentriesand
promotethecategoryistoput‘star’
driversinaDunlopguestcar.

BTCCracewinnerandnowITV4
commentator,PaulO’Neill,hasdone
multipleroundsintheseriesand
describesit inhisuniquemanner.

“They’rejustawesome,”says
O’Neill.“It’sprobablythemost
difficultfront-wheel-drivecarI’ve
everdriven.They’rereallystiff,
keepyouonyourtoesanditreminds
me of the Chevrolet Cruze S2000 
[BTCC car]. Stiff  and they want to 
do their own thing. 

“There’s too many front-wheel-
drive cars now that are numb to drive, 
because they have a wider track. 
With the Mini it’s the opposite and 
you have to be really careful, which I 
think is excellent. 

“The competition at the front is 
immense. I’m really happy it’s 
supporting the BTCC and I’d love 
to do a round of it while it’s on the 
TOCA package.” 

The only way the JCW series has 
stumbled in recent years is with a 
few instances of  driving standards 
issues. O’Neill explains: “The only 
issue I have and I’ve voiced my 
opinion on this to the drivers as Rob 
Collard has before, there are a few 
too many red flags in the series. 

“It improved towards the end of  
the year, but because the cars don’t 
heat the rear tyres up very quickly, 

it’stoughtohandlethecarsatfull-
paceearlyintherace.Ihavetosay
though,thedriverswerereally
receptivetofeedback.”

Drivingstandardsisatouchy
subject, but what must be 
remembered is that this series is 
not on the BTCC support package 
yet. No doubt when it is, it will 
attract a higher calibre of  driver 
and team, and standards will 
inevitably rise. The current series 
features many more drivers who are 
competing for fun than the current 
Renault UK Clio Cup does, because of  
the relative stature of  the two series. 

There’s no major plans to make 
car changes to the JCW for 2019, 
and the current car will be in use 
until at least 2025. That means 
the series doesn’t have to replace 
its car so regularly as other 
manufacturer- backed single-
make series often have to do. 

Make no mistake, 2019 isn’t a write 
off  year for the Mini Challenge. It has 
big boots to fill replacing the mighty 
Clio Cup in 2020, but the ingredients 
are there to make it a mainstay in the 
shadow of  British Touring Cars.  

The series joins the BTCC in 2020, but this year isn’t a write-off either. By Jack Benyon

A
s predicted in 
last week’s 
Motorsport 
News, the Mini 
Challenge 
revealed at 
Autosport 

International that it would 
replace the Renault UK Clio 
Cup on the British Touring Car 
Championship support package.

The move had been rumoured for 
some time and it is something that 
series chief, ex-competitor and team 
boss Antony Williams has been 
working on for a while, describing it 
as a  “defining moment” for the series. 

Having been in existence since 2002, 
Williams took over the series in 2013 
and in recent years it has supported 
the British GT Championship, with 
grids rising in its various categories 
to the point where the series has 
effectively merged into two grids. 

The top class features the JCW 
Mini Cooper S F56, with 256bhp on 
tap, it’s what Williams likes to call 
a “Mini touring car”, making its 
jump to the BTCC support-package 
that bit more relevant than the Clio 
it replaces. It regularly gets upward 
of  25 entries per round. And last year 
the title was won by an ex-BTCC 
racer, Ant Whorton Eales.

Its other main grid (there’s also 
another smaller standalone one 
for the older Cooper S) provides a 
feeder series, with Cooper Am and 
Pro categories yielding another 
20+ entries at most rounds. It will 
also get two rounds supporting the 
BTCC while the JCWs will get the 
lion’s share with eight rounds to 
itself. It’s a ginormous step for 
the championship, taking on the 
increased spectators, TV coverage 
and publicity that TOCA offers.

“It is for sure a defining moment,”
says Williams. “As Alan Gow 
[BTCC boss] often says, it is the 
only show in town. 

“It has unrivalled media coverage,
unrivalled pedigree, unrivalled 
exposure for drivers and teams alike.

“It is something I’ve been working
on for a few years. Alan is a loyal guy
and ultimately until Renault decided
it didn’t want to be there, there was 
no slot for us. We did a very good job
of running the championship on the
British GT package, they have been
very good to us, I would recommend
other championships to seriously 
consider that.”

What the announcement has done
is put the series in what could be 
described as a holding pattern, with
2019 JCWs again supporting the 
British GT Championship, for one 
last time. 

Onlookers might be forgiven for 
thinking that entries may drop or 
stagnate this year for that very 
reason, but a shrewd move by the 
organiser could actually see the 
series boost its entries for 2019, in 
anticipation of  its step up in 2020.

“Based on the unprecedented 
number of  enquiries we’ve received 
at Autosport International, I think 
that we are looking at being over 
subscribed in 2020,” adds Williams. 
“We’ve had a significant number 
enquiring about 2019 too. 

“The people who race in 2019 will 
get first refusal in entries for 2020. 
In addition to that, we’re also going 
to be offering competitors who 
enter in the 2019 season a 20 per 
cent discount on their 2020 entry 
fee, and even more discount for 
teams that have been around for 
many seasons to reward the loyalty 
they have given me. There’s up to 

THE DEFINING MOMENT OF

O’Neill enjoyed guest outing

Williams is confident of good grids

JCW Minis will support the 
BTCC at eight rounds in 2020

CALENDAR
JCW

DATE TRACK
Apr21/22 OultonPark
May 18/19  Snetterton
Jun 8/9  Silverstone
Jun 22/23  Donington Park
Jul 20/21  Brands Hatch
Aug 3/4  Brands Hatch GP
Sep 14/15  Donington Park
Oct 19/20  Snetterton

Cooper Am, Pro and S
DATE TRACK
May 11/12  Snetterton
Jun 15  Oulton Park
Jul 20/21  Brands Hatch
Aug 17/18  Croft
Sep 7  Cadwell Park
Sep 28/29  Donington Park
Oct 19/20  Snett

Car:Generation3MiniF56 Engine:Two-litre, 
256bhp Gearbox: Quaife sequential dogbox 
Differential: Plated limited slip Dampers: Three-way 
adjustable, by NitronTyres: Dunlop slicks
Weight: 1160kg Cost new: £49,950 plus VAT 
including data logger, wheels, tyres, seat and harness 
(cars available around £30,000 used). 

JCW SPECIFICATIONS

THE MINI CHALLENGE
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REVIEW: AUTOSPORT SHOW
  

One of, if not the, focal
point of any Autosport
International is the
Autosport Stage, where
every year a plethora of
motorsport stars appear
and 2019 was no exception.

New McLaren drivers
Lando Norris and Carlos
Sainz Jr discussed their
prospects for the coming
Formula 1 season, double-
amputee Billy Monger
recounted his return to
racing in 2018 and of
course the World Rally
Championship drivers
and cars were unveiled.

One notable absence from

the Autosport Stage this
year though, was presenter
and journalist Henry Hope-
Frost, who had been a
mainstay of the stage before
he was killed in a motorcycle
accident last year.

An emotional tribute was
fittingly paid to him on
Saturday when his dad Tim
and son Oscar took to the
stage, before the inaugural
‘Henry Hope-Frost #Fever
Award’ was handed out to
the Autosport Academy’s
most impressive young
journalist from the past
year, which was presented
to Lucy Morson.

In 1996 Kenneth Eriksson drove a
Subaru Impreza 555 to seventh place
on the Catalunya Rally. It was, as 
a result, some distance from the 
affable Swede’s finest hour. Just 
over 22 years later, that same flat-
four was fired up once more. But, 
instead of  the Catalan mountains, 
it was Birmingham’s NEC which 

reverberated to world rallying’s
most famous burble.

And last weekend, the cheers 
were louder and far longer as Mark 
Higgins guided the car from drift 
to donut to deliver my highlight 
of  Autosport International. 

It would have been easy to bang 
on about the launch of  this year’s 

World Rally Championship (I
know, because I have – on page 13),
but seeing ex-factory cars in all 
their glory is still a real privilege. 
Even more so when they’re driven 
properly – and there can be 
absolutely no doubt that Higgins 
did the job properly. The man, 
like the machine, is a legend.  

STEFAN MACKLEY REPORT

DAVID EVANS GROUP RALLYING EDITO

Henry Hope-Frost’s dad Tim (far 
left) and son Oscar (second left)

British Touring Car
Championship had stand

A FITTING TRIBUTE

LIVE ACTION ARENA IS A BIG HIT
Subaru Impreza in 
action in Live Arena
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Senna sculpture marked
25 years since his death

At ASI 2018, Luke
Constantine had never
driven a car. Twelve
months on he was
present as the youngest
BTRDA rallycross
champion in history.

With stars like the
entire WRC field and
McLaren’s Lando
Norris and Carlos Sainz
in the house, it would be
easy for a young driver
who had just delivered
an exceptional first
term to get carried away
with their potential,
but 15-year-old
Constantine’s feet
seemingly remain
firmly on the ground.

Displaying his title-

winning Suzuki Swift
ontheBTRDAClubmans
rallycross stand, having
won all nine Clubman
events last year and
taken the British RX
Junior Rallycross
challenge to the final
round, Constantine
talked only of plans
for self-development
in his second campaign,
rather than getting
carried away with
his unexpected and
impressive success of
last year. Composed
with the media too,
the unassuming
young Yorkshireman
has genuine potential
to succeed.

HAL RIDGE RALLYCROSS EDITOR

Properracingcarsshould
beabitscaryevenwhen
parkedandthePorsche
917/30onshowwiththe
PorscheClubGBwas
justthat.

Chassisfiveof sixwas
onshowandisthecar
ownedbyAustralianPeter
Harburg.Thevastmonster
isfinishedinthecoloursof
thecarenteredbyRoger
PenskeforMarkDonohue
inthe1973Can-Amseries
whenDonohuewasso
successfulthattherules
werechangedfor1974.

Thisfearsomerocketship
fieldsa5.4-litre,twin-turbo

engineturningout
1000bhpandmoreand
iscapableof 240mph.
Donohuefamouslylapped
theTalledegatri-ovalat
anaverageof 220mph.

Takeacloserlookand
yourrespectforthe
driversof theeragrows
still further.Theforward
cockpitpositionputsthe
driver’sfeetaheadof the
frontaxle,withscant
protectionofferedby
thefrontof thetube
chassis.Stunning,brutal,
completelymadandscary
evenwhenparked:that’s
thePorsche917/30.

PAUL LAWRENCE
HISTORICS EDITOR

Constantine’s title-
winning Swift at ASI

Competition was held
for Le Mans Esports

There was plenty for families to do at the NEC in Birmingham

Formula 1 cars once again were a big focal point of ASI

Porsche 917/30 
looked fearsome

TEENAGER CONSTANTINE CONTINUES TO IMPRESS

THRILL OF THE CARS
EVEN WHEN PARKED
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Turney could often
be found at the front
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INTERVIEW

NOORDINARY JOE

“Atthateventitwassoclose
betweenthetop15thatanyonecould
havewonitsowhenwewonit, itwas
amassiveshock.Itwasn’tlikewe
knewweweregoingtowinbecause
of thepace,anyoneoutof thattop15
could’vewonandwedid,soittooka
whiletosinkinbutfeelsverygood.”

Buttherewasstill timeforone
moresuccessin2018asTurneyalso
securedtheMotorsportUKYoung
Driverof theYearawardafter
impressingonthesimulatorsat
iZone–becomingthefirstkarterto
wintheawardintheprocess.

However,Turneyfeelsnowisthe
timetomoveonandmaketheswitch
tocars.Sofarhehashadtwotestsin
differentFormula4machinery.The
firstwaswithDoubleRataverywet
Pembrey,farfromidealconditions
forhisfirsteverruninasingle-seater.
ThesecondcamewiththeItalianF4
squadBVMattheAdriacircuitand
thistimetheweatherwasdry–and
Turneywasabletoimpress.

“Thespeedwasreallygood,and
theprogressionthroughtheday
wasveryencouraging,”Turney

Joe Turney achieved major karting success last year and is now looking to make the move into cars. By Stephen Lickorish

Italian F4 test at Adria demonstrated Turney’s pace in the car

T
here’s no 
denying that 
2018 was a 
successful 
season for 
Joe Turney. 
To take 

British, Belgian and world 
Senior karting titles is some 
achievement. And he came 
close to adding a European 
championship crown too, 
but for a spark plug failure 
proving costly.

But Turney would never have 
enjoyed such success were it not 
for two chance events. The first was 
the decision for his 10th birthday 
party to be held at a kart track.

“I started karting at a birthday 
party at just a corporate track near 
where I live,” he explains. “I did 
alright at that and so I continued, 
did a championship there, and did 
quite well.”

The second chance event was 
ex-Formula 1 driver Anthony 
Davidsonhappeningtowatch
TurneykartingatthatDaytona

Milton Keynes circuit. He was 
impressed by Turney and suggested 
to him and his family that he 
should start racing in competitive 
Motorsport UK classes. And that’s 
exactly what he did – gradually rising 
up through the ranks, enjoying 
plenty of  success along the way.

But a tricky 2017 put a halt to that 
progress. His first season competing 
at Senior level – having already 
won British Junior titles – didn’t go 
exactly to plan. It coincided with 
Turney taking his GCSE exams 
so a full campaign wasn’t planned 
anyway, but that was compromised 
further when he broke his finger. 

With that in mind, Turney decided 
to continue karting last year rather 
than try and graduate into cars.

“I think my first year in Seniors, 
due to exams and breaking my finger, 
I didn’t achieve what I wanted to,” 
he says. “I was still young and still 
only 16 at start of  the year so did 
another year to give it a good shot.”

He certainly did, but choosing 
whichof theplethoraof karting
seriestoraceinproveddifficult.

“We started 2018 not knowing what 
classes to race,” Turney continues. 
“We had quite a few options, and 
weren’t sure which ones to take 
within the karting scene so went 
for most of  them and spread our 
bets a bit. 

“We ended up doing four 
championships, expecting to drop out 
of  one or two if  we didn’t have a good 
first few rounds. The first half  of  the 
season went really well and we ended 
up carrying on with all of  the series.”

In the end, he won two: the BNL 
Senior championship and British 
Senior X30, the latter enabling him 
to compete at the world finals. 
Unsurprisingly, his success on the 
world stage was the real highlight 
of  the season as he beat 144 other 
drivers to take Senior X30 honours.

“It was definitely very big,” 
admits Turney. “Only a few years 
ago I would read karting magazines 
and look up to the drivers who were 
winning the world championships 
so to be like that and hopefully 
having the same effect on Cadets 
right now is quite good. 

A common sight in 2018 was Turney celebrating after a victory

says. “The time at the end of  the 
day was only a tenth off  that 
team’s best qualifying time in 
May when the track was warm 
and on qualifying fuel load and 
new tyres, and we didn’t have new 
tyres or a qualifying fuel load. To 
be a tenth off  was good and they 
were definitely happy with it and 
would like us to come back.”

Now it’s all down to money. 
The Italian series is currently 
the preferred route – although 
Turney is certainly not ruling 
out a campaign in any F4 
championship across the world.

But a possible late deal and a lack 
of  pre-season testing does not faze 
Turney. In fact, very little does.

“I’m fairly confident if  it came 
to it I would be able to sit in the 
car at the first round of  the Italian 
F4 championship without any 
testing,” he states. “I think I would 
be able to compete fairly well.”

Given the way his second ever 
test went, that confidence is 
justified. In the meantime, 
Turney is trying to do as much 
as he can to prepare for whatever 
the season ahead has to offer.

“I think it will be a late decision 
and I’m doing days at iZone to stay 
comfortable in the car,” he explains. 
“We’re also entered for the IAME 
Winter Cup in Valencia in a few 
weeks in karts. We’ll give that our 
best shot and will [help to] stay fit.”

The result in that particular 
event is not crucial for Turney, 
but given his progression in recent 
years there may be some far more 
significant results to come this year. 
At a time where British drivers have 
achieved major success in single-
seater series across the world, Joe 
Turney could become the latest 
driver to star in the junior ranks. 

CV
Joe Turney
Age: 17 
From: Milton Keynes

2018
Senior X30 World and 
British champion
Senior BNL champion
Senior Rotax Kartmasters 
champion
Runner-up in British Senior 
Rotax
2017
Runner-up in OK Senior 
British
2016
Junior Rotax British 
champion
Junior BNL champion
2015
Fifth in British Rotax Mini Max
2014
Tenth in British IAME Cadet
Seventh in LGM IAME Cadet
2011-13
Club-level karting

X30 champ Turney
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Ingram struggled in
the opening races
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THE BTCC LOSES WEIGHT TO
KEEP DRIVERS ON THEIR TOES

explains:“Iwasgoingintoeach
meetingeffectivelyhavingtowrite
off theopeningraceof theweekend.

“Yougobytheruleof thumbthat
youlose0.1sperlapforevery10kg
of extraballastthatyoucarry.So
thatmeansattheshortercircuits,
likeSilverstone,youarealmost
staringdownsomeimpossible
oddsbeforeyoustart.Itwasa
questionof justgettingthrough
theopeningraceof anygiven
weekendandthenplottingyour
strategyafterthat.Wewerealmost
alwaysfactoringthatraceone
wouldbeuselessforus.

“Theyaretherulesweallsigned
uptoandIhavenoproblemwiththat,
andif youarecarryingweightthen
itmeansthatyouhavedoneagood
jobuptothatpoint–soitisnotallbad.
Butwhenyoucometoracewiththat
amountof weightinthecaritmakes
itaverytoughjobindeed.”

Turkingtonwasthemainloserin
termsof thesuccessballastlastyear,
giventhathewasontopof thepoints
pilegoingintofiveof theninerounds
wheredriverscarrytheextralead,
whichisboltedtothepassenger
footwellof eachmachine.

WhileWSRteambossDick
Bennettshaswelcomedtherule
change,hehashisreservations.

“Itwillbethesameforeveryone,”
heisquicktopointout. Whilethatis
true,itmeansthatthemainplayers
inthetitlechasewillhaveachance
torescuesomethingmeaningfulfrom
theopeningraceeachweekend,
whichhasnotbeenthecasein2018.

“Raceonewassimplyanon-event,
andyouwerejustonadamage
limitationexercise,”explainsthree-
timechampionTurkington.“It
wasn’twhatyoucouldcallracing.
Iwouldbeinapackof carsandthere
issimplynothingyoucando.Itwasn’t
racing,anditwasn’tenjoyable–and
weshouldbeenjoyingwhatwedo.

Changes to the British touring car rules for 2019 will shake up the order. By Matt James

Changes to the tyre regulations have pleased Honda’s Neal

T
here are many
factors which
have been
deliberately
introduced
to even the
playing field

in the British Touring Car
Championship. To taste the
ultimate glory, a driver has
to navigate their way through
myriad pitfalls, including
normal and option tyres,
as well as reversed grids.

Thebiggesthandicapinthe
modernareahasbeensuccess
ballast.Since2015,thedriver
leadingthechampionshiphas
cometoeachmeetingcarrying
75kgdecreasinginaslidingscale
to9kgfor10thplace.

Thosemeasuresareputinplace
tomakesurethatadriverdoesn’t
runawaywiththecontestshould
hehavethemostdominantcar.

However,thelandscapeinthe
BTCChaschangedsignificantly
overthelastfiveseasons.

Forexample,thetop29onthegrid
atSilverstonein2018wascovered
byjustoveronesecond.Inagrid
thatclose,fractionsmatterandthe
successballastwasbecomingan
anvilaroundtheanklesof those
withrealspeed.

Therearechanges:for2019,the
toplevelof weightwillreduceto
54kg.Thetop10carswillallcarry
weightbutitwillbeonalesser
scalethanpreviously.

BritishTouringCarChampionship
seriesdirectorAlanGowexplains
therationalebehindthemove.“It
isagoodthingthatwecanreduce
thelevelof ballast,”hesays.“It’sa
reflectionof howcompetitivethe
gridisrightnow.Thefieldissotight
that75kgcanhaveahugeeffectand
sowehavelookedatthesituation
andmadetheappropriatechange.”

Thehandicapwasnevermore
apparentthanatthefinalroundof
2018.Thechampionshipchallengers
ColinTurkington(WSRBMW125iM
Sport)andTomIngram(Speedworks
MotorsportToyotaAvensis)came
totheeventcarrying75kgand66kg
respectivelyandcouldonlylineup
in17thand19thpositions.

Whilethebigprizewasatstake,
fanswerehavingtolookfurther
downtheordertoseehowthefight
forthecrownwasplayingout.

Asourstatisticsshow(seeabove),
thatwasnotauniquesituation.
Thosecarrying75kghave,generally
speaking,beenhalf asecondaway
fromthequalifyingpace.Fiveyears
ago,thatwouldhavegivenaracera

chanceinraceonetobankasensible
result.However,withtheramped
uplevelof competition,ithasnow
meantevenaresultinthetop15is
greetedasasuccess.

Theaveragequalifyingposition
forafullyballastedcarlastterm
was13thspot,whichtellsitsown
story.Whenthe75kgof ballastwas
firstintroduced,thepackwasalot
morespreadoutintermsof lap
times.In2015,theaveragestarting
spotforadriverwiththetopweight
afterqualifyingforraceonewas
eighthplace.

Seriesrunner-upIngram,who
wonDunlop’sForeverForward
awardforthedriverwhodoesthe
mostovertakinginaseason,

Weight: the highest level of ballast was 45kg in 2014, upped to 75kg from 2015 onwards

Excluded qualifying sessions:
2014: Thruxton – Andrew Jordan and Jason Plato tied and shared second placed ballast; Oulton International – Jordan had
top ballast, session red flagged before the end; Brands Hatch Grand Prix – Colin Turkington had top weight but the session
was wet but drying.
2015: Donington Park – Matt Neal and Jack Goff tied and shared second placed ballast. 2016: Donington Park – Neal had
top weight but wet-but-drying session cut short with red flag. Oulton Park – Neal and Rob Collard shared second placed
ballast. Rockingham – Sam Tordoff failed to set a representative lap time with electrical problems.

Average qualifying position
with maximum ballast

Average gap to pole with
maximum ballast

Turkington had 2018 battles...

Ingram:‘Race one is a write off’ Champion relishes ’19 changes
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“I understand the reasons behind 
success ballast and that it is there 
to do a certain job. That is fine,  but 
it needed to change because it left 
us with no chance.

“That final round at Brands Hatch 
is an interesting case in point: you 
are gunning for the biggest prize 
of  your life and the shackles are 
on. It is as frustrating for the drivers 
as it is for the trackside fans.”

Of course, the BTCC is all about 
on-track entertainment. The fact 
that one of  the factors to equalise 
performance has been reduced 
goes to show two things: the 
levelling up of  the cars is working 
and the competitiveness of  the 
grid has increased.

The ballast isn’t the only thing to 
change for 2019, with option tyres 
altered too. Firstly, at Knockhill, 
the softer Dunlop will be the 
standard tyre, while the medium 
will be the joker (or ‘option’) tyre.  

The most radical change will come 
at Snetterton in early August, where 
racers will use all three varieties of  
rubber – the soft, the medium and 
the hard – across all three races and 
therefore do not have to nominate 
before the event what is used when.

The only time fans, and rivals, 
will know is when the car emerge 
from their garages at the beginning 
of  each race. These elements, too, 
will add to the strategy. Three-time 
champion Matt Neal explains that 
this will alter the thinking process, 
as the option tyre, which is used 
everywhere apart from Thruxton, 
has been an integral part of  the 
planning process.

With two rounds at Thruxton 
in 2019 and the Snetterton trick, it 
means tyre useage will be one of  
the key factors in the year ahead.

“Before, we had to use the option 
tyre three times in race one, three 
times in race two and three times 
in race three,” says Neal. “You 
would start your planning with 
the end of  the season and work out 
what type of  tyre yoy wanted where 
and then come backwards to the 
start of  the year, selecting  which 
races you could take the tyre pain.

“That will be out of  the window, 
and it could have a significant 
effect. It is a freedom we haven’t 
had before.”

The main selling point of  the 
BTCC is the close racing, and the rule 
tweaks introduced for the season 
ahead should ensure that its calling 
card remains as strong as ever. 
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Scott (l) and Ian Mittell
with the MC-41R

ABPerformancewillrunthreeSabreEscalacars(above)inBikesports
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UNDER
THREAT?

generation Escala but with updated
bodywork driven by Adrian Moore.

“To be fair it’s two different
size hammers to crack the same
problem,” says owner of AB
Performance, Andy Bates,
when comparing his Escalas
to the Radicals.

“We’ve done a lot of work with
[former Williams, Ferrari and
Lotus] Formula 1 designer Enrique
Scalabroni and the first question
he asked me was ‘when you’re
designing a car how much
horsepower can you afford to
lose with top-body aero?’ and
the answer was minimal.

“Our car is very much an
underfloor car, it gets more aero
off the floor and so there’s far
less drag attached to it.

“I think we might lack the same
speed coming out of the corner as
the Radicals but I’m confident it’s
a match for its straightline speed.

“The Radical has bigger torque
and bigger wings but for us we’re
trying to do it more economical
from a price and aero point of view.”

For Mittell as well, the idea and
challenge behind using a less
powerful engine has been to save
costs while remaining competitive.

“When we were looking at
Bikesports the obvious thing is
people go out and buy a PR6 or SR3
and you’ve got a big 1300/1400
Hayabusa engine in it ” Mittell says

Mittell Cars and AB Performance will enter new cars in Bikesports this year. By Stefan Mackley

AB ran Arion S2 for Matt Higginson in RGB, winning 2016 title

U
nless a driver 
was at the wheel 
of  a Radical PR6 
or SR3 in the 750 
Motor Club’s 
Bikesports 
series in recent 

seasons it arguably hasn’t been 
worth turning up to race, such 
has been the dominance of  those 
models in the category.

But that could be about to change 
in 2019 as two cars, produced by 
Mittell Cars and AB Performance 
respectively, could bring Radical’s 
reign of  dominance in the category 
to an end.

Mittell Cars has produced the 
MC-41R, which broke cover for the 
first time at Autosport International 
last week, and has been developed 
by Scott Mittell along with father 
Ian for the marque’s first foray 
into Bikesports.

The established team has had 
great success in the 750MC’s RGB 
Sports 1000 series, winning the 
championship in 2015 and finishing 
runner-up in 2017, but a greater 
freedom in the Bikesports 
regulations has prompted 
the new venture.

“It’s [Bikesports] a brilliant 
category, there’s a lot more freedom 
in it compared to the RGB,” says 
Scott Mittell who will drive the 
new car this season. 

“The beauty of  RGB is that it is 

so tightly restricted and things like 
that which make great racing, but 
from a design point of  view and 
wanting to go faster point of  view 
it’s [Bikesports] a lot more free. 

“We can put some underbody 
aerodynamics on it and we can make 
it a central seat car which we couldn’t 
do in RGB and put a wing on the back 
and put slick tyres on. So it’s a chance 
to make it the quickest thing we can 
do with a 1000 [cc engine].”

While there are obvious differences 
when it comes to the aerodynamics 
and appearance of  the MC-41R and 
Radicals, perhaps the biggest 
difference between them is in 
the back.

The PR6s and SR3s use a 1300+cc 
Hayabusa engine but the latest 

model to come from Mittell will 
be powered by a Suzuki GSXR1000 
superbike engine.

It’s a similar story at AB 
Performance, which like Mittell 
has enjoyed success in the RGB 
series with Matthew Higginson 
taking a class win in 2015 and 
overall title the following year 
aboard a AB Arion S2.

Although initially released 
three years ago the company’s 
second generation Sabre Escala 
will be making its first assault on 
the Bikesports category and like 
the MC-41R will use a 1000cc 
engine, the CBR1000RR.

The cars will be driven by Joe 
Wiggin and Steve Bell, with a first 

Mittell Cars has enjoyed success in RGB,taking the title in 2015

“The problem is you go and get
one of those engines rebuilt and
you’re spending a lot of  money. 
I mean to go and buy one of  the 
Hayabusa engines you’re looking 
at least £11-12,000 and that’s not 
the high spec numbers, some of  
them are £17,000. 

“We know the 1000cc engine really 
well from RGB, we know it’s a really 
good engine and our thoughts were 
we can go into the Bikesports in the 
lower weight category with that 
1000cc and see if  we can compete on 
a much more limited budget engine. 

“You can buy a second hand 
GRS6000 engine for around £2000 
and if  you want to get it rebuilt the 
rebuild is around £2000 again so 
even if  you buy an engine and get 
it rebuilt and start fresh you’re 
paying £4000 for an engine.”

Both Mittell and Bates are 
under no illusions that it will 
take time to beat the Radicals but 
are confident their respective 
machinery is up to the challenge.

“I think we will be up there and we 
won’t disgrace ourselves. We have 
got a lot to learn with the F3 tyres 
but we’re fast learners,” adds Bates.

Mittell says: “In terms of  pace we 
know where we are with an RGB 
car, we know where we would be 
in the Bikesports championship 
with an RGB car on road tyres so 
we’re working off  that and fitting 
F3 slicks on it, a big wing on the 
back bit more aero underneath and 
we’re hoping to be there [on pace].

“You can’t buy a new PR6 anymore 
so Radical are not interested in the 
PR6, they’ve washed their hands 
of  those. They’re a good car but all 
the ones out there are getting quite 
old so if  we can sort of  replace that 
but with a cheaper engine and go 
just as fast then there should be a 
market there.”

A market there certainly will 
be if  either the MC-41R or Sabre 
Escala can take the Bikesports 
mantle from Radical. 



Roland Uglow added the Gold Star to the list of titles that he has won
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GLOBAL RALLYCROSS EUROPE
BID FOR HANSEN BROTHERS
Ousted World RX men face new challenge

ByHalRidge

SwedishbrothersTimmy
andKevinHansenwill
compete in thenewGlobal
RallycrossEuropeseries
in2019.

Theformerworks
PeugeotWorldRallycross
Championshipdriverswillrace
undertheHansenMotorsport
banner,withoneHansenin
thesingle-makeGRCTitans
classforthenewPanteraRX6
machineandoneinaSupercar.

KennethHansen’ssons
wereleftwithoutadrive
whenPeugeotwithdrew
fromWorldRXlastyear.

“Iamveryhappyandexcited
aboutjoiningGRCEuropein
2019,”saidTimmyHansen.
“Thecarswillbefastandthe
calendarfeaturesiconic
circuits.Ican’twaitforthe
seasontobegin.Iwantto
thankMax[Pucher,series
boss]fortakingtheinitiative
tolaunchGRCEurope,ahigh-

profilechampionshipwitha
visiontotakerallycrossback
toitsroots.It isexactlywhat
oursportneedsrightnow.”

TheGRCEuropeseason
willbeginatDreuxinFrance
inJune,beforethesecond
roundtakesplaceatLydden
Hill inJuly.TheHansen
brothersjoinFinnToomas
Heikkinenandtwo-time
LeManswinnerAlexander
Wurzasthefirstdriverstobe
confirmedfortheseries.

“Iamyoung,Iamfastand
Iamhungryforsuccess,”
saidformerBritishJunior
RXchampionKevinHansen.
“Iameagertoshowmytrue
potentialandgetbacktothe
victorylane.BigthankstoMax
forgivingmethisamazing
opportunityinGRCEurope!”

AlongsidetheGRCEurope
programme,KennethHansen
iscontinuingtoworkon
returningtoWorldRXthis
yearwithhisownteamas
aprivateentry.

FormerBTRDArallycross
championGaryCookwillreturn
totheseriesthisyearwithafreshly
builtSuperModifiedFordFiesta.

Cookrevealedthenewcar
atAutosportInternationallast
weekend,whichreplaceshis2012
title-winningMGZR.Cookplans
totesttheFiestaforthefirsttime
atBlytonParknextmonthbefore
undertakingafullseasoncampaign.

“We’vegotmorepowerthanthe
MGusedtohave,we’rearound300
horsepowerfromourExonRace
EnginesDuratecandhavegota
Quaifefive-speeddogbox,”said
Cook.“Thesuspensiononitisall
originalfromtheFordPumaJunior
WRCcarssoitshouldallworkOK.
I’vedrivenitontothetrailerand
that’sasfarasit’sbeenatthe
moment.Hopefullywe’regoing
todoafullseason,obviouslythe
firstseasonwillbemoreof a
developmentyeartomakesure
everythingisworkingrightbut
hopefullywecanhaveagood
seasonwithsomegoodresults.”

Cook,whoisenteringhis40thyear
of competition,sayswhilehewill
focusontheClubmansseriesthis
year,hewouldliketocompetein
BritishRXbeforehestopsracing.

Kevin (left) and 
Timmy Hansen

SPORTING SCENE

Sebastien Loeb will return to the 
Andros Trophy winter series for the 
season finale in Paris next month, his 
third event of  the year. 

Loeb will share a top-category Elite 
Pro four-wheel-drive electric car with 
ex-Formula 1 driver Franck Lagorce, 
built and run by Exagon Engineering. 

For the series’ return to the Stade 
de France in the country’s capital city, 
instead of  two drivers sharing a car 
in the separate Elite and Elite Pro 
categories, racers competing in the 
Parisian stadium will share a car in 
the same class in an endurance-type 
format, which includes mid-race 
driver changes. 

Loeb goes back to the 
ice with Andros attack

Cook prepared for
new BTRDA campaign

Upgraded Peugeot 205
revealed at Autosport

BTRDA Gold and Silver Star
Sporting Trials
By Duncan Stephens

Organiser: BTRDA/Bristol Motor Club When: January 12 Where: 
Frocester, Stroud Starters: 42.

Roland Uglow and long-term 
passenger Laura Wilks finally won 
the coveted BTRDA Gold Star, an 
accolade which stretches back over 
70 years, for the first time. 

Uglow and Wilks are multiple British 
champions but hadn’t won the one-off  
‘cup final’ event before and they have 
had a quiet year from competing while 
Wilks recovered from a knee issue. 
Uglow dropped just two points over the 
30 dry sections overlooking the Severn 
Estuary and held it together despite the 
pressure over the closing section.

John Fack took the early lead and was 
the only person to climb section eight, 
where Uglow  dropped his two points. 
However, two hills later, Uglow snatched 

theseback while three others equalled 
the zero score. Uglow led after the first 
round, from Fack and Richard Sharp.

Conditions dried over the second 
round and there were six clean rounds 
from John McKinney, BTRDA chairman 
Stuart Beare, Andrew Woodhead (who 
had borrowed Martin Grimwood’s car), 
Ross Bruce, Ian Veale and leader Uglow.

Tyre pressures were increased by 
organisers in the hope of  extracting some 
more marks, but a quarter of  the entry 
didn’t add to their scores. Therefore, 
Uglow won from previous multiple 
champion Fack and 2015 champion Veale. 

NPTCC champion Bryan Walker, an 
expected challenger, dropped six of  his 
seven points on hill eight to finish in fourth 
overall, just ahead of  Boyd Webster and 
Sharp who slipped back dropping two 
points on the afternoon round.

Outgoing BTRDA champion Ian Wright 
could only muster ninth overall just ahead 
of  Bruce, who has excelled stepping up to 

BTRDA level this year and netted the 
Silver Star title in a fabulous 10th overall 
on his debut at the event. 

Alan Baker finished agonisingly close, 
a point behind Bruce and second in the 
Silver after lunchtime leader John Cole 
slipped back with a number of  small 
points dropped. Both Bruce and Baker 
campaigned live-axle cars proving their 
worth still. In his HSTA Post Historic-
eligible X-Factor Mark Howse was 
driving superbly but a costly error late 
on dropped him from the fringes of  the 
top 10 overall.

Simon Kingsley surprised a few with his 
old Kincraft instead of  his Crossle and won 
best live-axle in the Gold Star just ahead of  
double previous champion Josh Veale.
Results
1 Roland Uglow/Laura Wilks (Crossle) 2 marks; 2 John Fack/Andy 
Gowen (MSR); 3 Ian Veale/Sandy Veale (Sherpa); 4 Bryan Walker/
Mark Simpson (Jedi); 5 Boyd Webster/Andy Gains (Crossle); 6 
Richard/Jo Sharp (Cartwright); 7 Jerome Fack/Tristan Veale (MSR); 
8 Paul Price/Kate Kirk (CAP); 9 Ian/Kiel Wright (Sherpa Indy); 10 
Ross Bruce/Jarrod Goodwin (Concord) (Silver Star winner). 

Lee Carlin’s third evolution of a 
Peugeot 205 Hot Rod broke cover
at Autosport International.

The rear-wheel-drive version 
of the French hatchback was 
first created by Sonny Howard 
Preparations and were the 
dominant force in National Hot 
Rods when the original version
came on stream.

The new version on display at the
NEC is the next generation of the
car, which has also been built by
SHP. Power comes from a two-litre 
Anderson Racing Engines motor, 
and A1 Performance has fitted the 
retro bodyshell and running gear. 
More versions of the car are in build.
Plans for the car are currently 

LoebmadehisAndrosTrophydebut
driving a Citroen DS3 silhouette at Val 
Thorens in 2014. It will be a busy month 
for the nine-time WRC champ, who is 
competing on the Dakar Rally before his 
Hyundai WRC debut on the Monte Carlo 

rally,aheadof hisAndrosTrophystart.
Olivier Panis and Andrea Dubourg 

shared the spoils in the Isola 2000 round 
of the Alps-based series last weekend, 
while triple-champion Jean-Baptiste 
Dubourg took the points lead.

unclear. Carlin’s regular Vauxhall
Tigra was also on display. 

Lee Rudge’s National Hot Rod was 
on display. The Vauxhall Tigra is 
an ex-Ken Marriott car, Rudge is a 
leading Lightning Rod driver but 
took the chance to switch categories.

Carlin’s ‘new’ Peugeot NHR racerSebastien Loeb will team up with ex-F1 racer Franck Lagorce in Paris

Cook took the wraps off Ford

BTRDA GOLD AND SILVER STAR SPORTING TRIALS

UGLOW FINALLY WINS GOLD
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The fans prove thatWRC is a big hit

Paul Trueman enjoyed the Live Action Arena at Autosport International last weekend

Dean Chilvers was at the Dubai 24 Hours

Duncan Stephens captured this trials shot

Autotesting an MR2, taken by Mike Bouts Mike Bouts also braved the weather at the Christmas Stages at Croft at the end of 2018

James Lomax from Rally GB National

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!

Moving the reveal of the 2019 World Rally Championship at the NEC last week to one of the public days at Autosport International was an ide
genius proportions. The championship is all about its connection with the fans and to put the series front and centre is something that was 
needed, and the reaction it got fully justified the switch.

Given the proximity of the opening round of the championship – which is only two weeks away when the teams will regroup in Monte Carlo to begin battle – the
effort that the teams and drivers put in to spreading the word of the WRC was impressive. 

It is always fascinating to hear the bullish proclamations from each driver and team boss about the expected level of performance during the season ahead. 
But every top-level driver in the WRC has a reason to be optimistic. The WRC is probably one of the most competitive global competitions in motorsport at the 
moment, and now the driver merry-go-round has halted ahead of the fresh challenge, the portents are that the 2019 contest could be even more of a dogfight tha
the 2018 version was.  Whatever the stories that unfold between Monte Carlo and Rally Australia in November, the major players will remember the excitement 
created at Autosport International before any of those chapters had been written. 
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

The launch of the 2019 season at Autosport International got the juices flowing

The Kwik Fit British Touring
Car Championship stage,
presented by Motorsport News, 
was at the heart of  Hall 2 at 
Autosport International. The 
stand featured a number of  
cars which will take to the grid 
for the 2019 competition, and 
most of  the championship’s 
major players paid a visit over 
the course of  the weekend. 

Thanks are due to the vast 
array of  guests. They included: 
David Addison; David Bartrum; 
Carl Boardley; Martin 
Broadhurst; Mike Bushell; 

Rory Butcher; Mickey Butler;
Dan Cammish; Max Coates;
Michael Crees; Christian 
Dick; Tony Gilham; Jack Goff; 
Alan Gow; Ethan Hammerton; 
Jake Hill; Shaun Hollamby; 
Tom Ingram; Ollie Jackson; 
Andrew Jordan; Dan Kirby; 
Andy Lane; Aiden Moffat; Matt 
Neal; Senna Proctor; Daniel 
Rowbottom; Gordon Shedden; 
Matt Simpson; Chris Smiley; 
Rob Smith; Ash Sutton; Bobby 
Thompson; Sam Tordoff; Colin 
Turkington; Adam Weaver; 
Antony Williams.

BTCC’S BIG NAMES COME 
OUT TO SUPPORT MN

The BTCC stars entertain 
the crowds at the NEC
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LISTINGSTV GUIDE
LIVE TV

BOOK REVIEW WAITING

Once again the Dakar
Rally provided drama and
intrigue throughout this
month and you can watch a
recap of all the best bits from
the 2019 running on Friday
(2300-2330hrs, Eurosport 2).
Two-time Dakar winner
Nasser Al-Attiyah led
into the final stages of
the event but would he be
able to withstand the
growing speed of nine-time
World Rally champion
Sebastien Loeb, who was
attempting to take his first
win on the rally?

Relive the drama from
the second round of the
2018/19 Formula E season
in Marrakech, as two team-
mates collided in the final
stages throwing away a
comfortable victory
(Saturday, 0730-0830hrs,
BT Sport ESPN). But who
would take the win?

And finally get in the
mood for next weekend’s
WRC Monte Carlo Rally
with all the thrills and
spills from last season’s
fantastic event (Tuesday,
1600-1700hrs, BT Sport 3).FE highlights on BT Sport ESPN

Coulthard(l)wonin2018

Book Waiting by Richard Kelley is available to buy now,RRP £30

RALLY
SATURDAY

Brands Hatch, Kent
MGJ Engineering Brands Hatch
Winter Stages
Starts 0900hrs Admission adult
£16, under 13 free
Web brandshatchstages.co.uk

SUNDAY
Kilkenny, Leinster

Willie Loughman Forest Rally
Starts 0830hrs Admission TBA
Web carrickonsuirmotorclub.com

Details correct at time of press but
please check before travelling

“Ibelievethat’sthehumanityI
wastryingtopreserveback
then;allthelaughs,theluck,
andthelamentswithimages
thattelltheirstory,”writes
photographerRichardKelley
intheintroductiontohis
bookWaiting.“Itwasan
immenseprivilegetohave
hadthatchance.”

From1972throughto1984, in
whathedubsas‘TheGoldenAge’
of Formula1,Kelleyattendedthe
UnitedStatesGrandPrixeach
year.Whilethere,hesetabout
capturingthemoreemotional
sideof F1–showingthedrivers’
“stories”,asheputsit, through
hiscinematicuseof blackand
whitephotography.Thisbookis
theculminationof thatworkand
containsmorethan300photos.

Kelleydemonstrateshe
wasnotaimingtocapture
photoswhichwouldbeusedas
“weekendsportsheadlines”,
butinsteadhelookedtoshoot
somethingmorevisceral,and
morehumanwithhiswork.

Thebookisordered
chronologically,withbreaks
inbetweenthevariousyears
tosharethemorepersonal
storiesof severalof thekey

driversduringthatera,suchas
JamesHuntandNikiLauda.At
thebeginningof eachchapter
Kelleytakestimetocontextualise
whatwashappeningduringthat
period,focusingontheever-
changinglandscapeof grandprix
racing.Hegoesontoreflectmore
personallyonthetime,oftenwith
amournfultoneaboutmanyof
thedriverswholosttheirlives,
aswellasthedirectionF1was
takingbecauseof rulechanges.

Many,butnotallthephotos,
areportraitsof driversandkey
personnelofteninconversation,
orpreparingthemselves,orthe
carsforthesessionahead.
Whilethismightbeconsidered
mundanecomparedtotheactual
racing,it’sthenatureof the
driversthemselvesandtheir
dangerousprofessionwhich
elevatestheseimages,and
whichKelleyhasattemptedto
capture.Nowhereisthismore
apparentthaninthechapter
devotedtoFrancoisCevert.

Thephotosof Cervertare,
onthesurface,ratherordinary
shotsof himinacarpreparing
forqualifyingaheadof the
1973UnitedStatesGrand
Prix.Butwhatmakesthese

photosextraordinaryisthe
circumstancesthatfollowed.
ShortlyafterKelleycaptured
theshotsof Cervert,hediedin
afatalaccidentattheEssesat
WatkinsGlen.Theephemeral
natureof Kelley’sphotographs
resultintrulyuniqueimagery
which,takeninconjunction
withthestoriesprovidedin
thebook,giveauniqueoutlook
intoF1atthistime.

Toaccompanytheimages,
Kelleyusescaptionswith
anecdotesandstoriesabout
histimeinthepaddock.If
thereisacriticismtobemade
of thebook,it’sthatattimes
thesecaptionsfeelrepetitive.
Oftenthechaptersdevotedto
certaindriverswillgoover
similarfactsandtalesasalready
mentionedinprevious pages.

But this book is not a
conventional narrative history
of F1 in the 1970s and ’80s per se.
Rather, and as captured in the
quote at the beginning in Kelley’s
introduction, this book is more
about letting the photography
shine through and reveal the
stories of this age. Therefore,
the overlapping captions can
be forgiven. They are not there

to tell the stories of the drivers,
they are there purely to provide
some context to the photos. It
is the images that provide the
true narrative.

Waiting is a personal and
reflective journey through one

of the critical eras in F1 as told
in the medium of photography
during a time when drivers
were a “band of brothers” living,
racing and dying alongside each
other in the pursuit of glory.

Amanda Smith

WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 2019 PREVIEW SPECIAL

COVERS COME OFF NEW CARS AT ASI

Race of 
Champions: 
Saturday & Sunday, 1900-
2200hrs, Sky Sports F1

OGIER PREPARES FOR TOUGHEST CHALLENGE YET
CAN MEEKE RETURN TO WINNING WAYS?


















