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WHAT'S / _/ HERE NOW
THE \ =< 1S THE HOUR
MATTER? \. N OF YOUR
/ \\ | DOOM! |
(/
DANC ) !j
(Q %”/ ‘ Pl ol ; ") THE WRETCH HAST
, CAUSED THE LOSS
| /(.1 (4 A'FORE HIS OF ALL THE
Sy ROSES!

) BEEN FOUND,

THE PRINCESS'S
ROSES

NEGLECTED.

TRULY BEEN LASHES BE HIS
FIT AND JUST
PUNISHMENT!

HAST THOU § A HUNDRED
A\

CARE DID I TEND
THE FLOWERS,

= YET STILL DID
unper Tis )/ GG7 HAVE & THEY WITHER.
GENTLE SR {
GARDENER'S

R e 220
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T
O CHILLED : ‘
- TWAS THE HARSH 16 o
BREATH OUR FIcKLE ||. - ) '

cumare. |} - f

THAT HATH

COVERED
THESE PETALS
WITH FROSTED
JEWELS. YET HYPERION HID T:g{ﬁ,? ‘;‘55
HIS FACE FROM US, TOUCH OF GENTLE
WROTHFUL CLOUDS, HAD RETURNED
THE SKY WEPT ONCE
MORE.

OR PERHAPS
OUR SUBTERRA- /
NEAN CITIZENS, )
PECKISH

BEHOLD, THE

BRIGHT ORB AND
IT'S CLOUDED
BR%GTLT»;EM CLOAK IS STAINED
WITH GUILT

HEADMAN'S AXE?

\\
SHALL WE > '

~
A THE L
SIGHTLESS |
DENIZENS IN |
THEIR SUB- j

TERRANEAN

7 0 rueerru- | []\)
& \kmwmo»rs! A Y )
\ = ‘

RETURN NOT WOULD
THE FLOWERS EVEN
SHOULD THE SHRUB-
BERY BE WATERED
WITH THE GARDNER'S
BLOOD.




1 MY SOVER-
EIGN LORD?

HAST THOU
CLAIMED
MASTERY OF
COUNSELORS?

SIN DOTH FLEE P4
FROM YOUR (

MY THANKS,
YOUR
MAJESTY!

S0 BE IT! THUS DO WE
DECLARE THE CLOUDS AND
SUN SCARLET WITH SIN,
UPON OUR DAUGHTER'S
PERSUASION.

HOW TEMPERATE
1S LADY ALDIS.
WELL LOVED ARE
HER ROSES, YET SHE
PLEADED CLEMENCY FOR
THE GARDENER!

BEYOND

' Ml THE STAR

et L oK SHNES
MENT IS NOT \ Sy Simes

OF ASCENDANCY
IS SHE, THAN
HER SICKLY SIB.

AHHH... BLESS
YOu, BLESS You
LADY ALDIS!

& A MHEART

OF ANGELS
HAVE YOU,
PRINCESS!

/I AM YOUR
SERVANT L
MY LAST
BREATH!




| KNOWEST THEY FULL

WELL THE GARDENER

MORE SODDEN THAN
HIS CHARGES!

DO THEY SPEW

THEIR PRAISE =,
UPON THAT MILK- !

SOP MAID! E'EN |

GENTLE FACADE?

4\\

@ﬁ@%\ CREAT ik %

THE PARASITIC | | SN
IN SLOVENLY ot
DRUNKENNESS DID 14 Lossoms| | my Loro!| —
HE WATER THEM WITHER FROM
WITH WINE! His FORGET- | | A
FULNESS. ) fifF——
e | faens
4 A
\ \\\ ))_\%7 ! 1/ /.j"’ — £
) ) Y,
WA\ T Y/ FAUGH! THE GUILT
BLINDED ARE THEY ) 4 YN A BE APPLIED TO
TO INDULGENCE,BY A MOST ASSLIREDLY THE SUN AND
THE PRINCESS'S THAT LACKEY BE IN cLoups!

e —

"TWAS

A
BEAUTEOUS
GRACE TO
BEHOLD,

=

\ scut! |

COME, MY LORD!:

Away!

SUCH HANDS!

GREAT HAZARD |
T'WILL COME OF |

NO EXCUSE
WOULD SAVE
YOUR HEAD
WERE ANOTHER
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AND ANON,
THE PRESENTS
FOR LADY
ORIGELD...

SEEMINGLY THEY
DO NOT WISH ME
NEAR MY
SISTER.

LET IT BE
SECRET,
FATHER!

HER HAPPI-
NESS?

b
e
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\ KN GENTLE
: MY ELDER ~ -7 QUALITY Is
| SISTER HAS ‘ N7 IN HER!
MY PRESENTS R\
ACCEPTED... g

IMPRISONED

FOR 50 7

LONG... @)

i
T BUT THOUGHT
W natrED WoULD
BE HER CHIEF
CONCERN...

3 el
o
NS

N

IT MAKES MY GRACEFUL,
HEART BEAT WARM AND
FASTER! CHEERFLL.

Chibi-chan,
who are you
really?

Sowefimes
when | wateh
you, | forget
YOu are an
aciress...

And | have
the feeling I'm
in front of a
real person, not

just an act...



RIGHTEOUS
YOUR
ANGER BE

YET NO OTHER
COURSE LIES

THOU ASK OUR ' Raaae
DAUGHTER TO  Sracoiiin
BETROTH A SON (LGN,
OF ERIWALD?!  (otriuacnrss

‘ laiﬁf"ﬁ«‘@:

e '. I

\Va

TO BIND HER ([,

IN MARRIAGE (|
TO THE

ENEMY!

BETTER WAY.

/./

) -“/ WISDOM 1S
FOUND IN AN
ENTERPRISE TO
AVOID BARBA-

\“\
|

THIS IS BUT A
RUSE FOR US TO
BRING OLR MIGHT
TO BEAR?

AND AFTER THE
PRINCESS |6 BACK
SAPELY BEHIND

OUR BORDERS,
WE MAY OF NO SMALL
CRUSH THEM! No st

TO DIFFUSE
; THEIR ENMITY IS

THOU

CAN SUCH SPEAK

A MARRIAGE OF MY
GUARANTEE ~ DAUGHTER

HER SAFETY? AS HOS-
. TAGE?!

THE MINIS-
TERS SPEAK
OF NALGHT

A Hos- ELSE.
TAGE T
\ WILL BE!

15 IT TRULY
S0? THAT I AM TO
BE BETROTHED TO
AS|O, THE PRINCE
OF ERINWALD?!




AHH...
VIENA! | IF BLOODY
) CONFLICT
ENSUES,
MY LIFE IS
\ FORFEIT!

VIENA! T DO
TO DE- NOT WISH IT!
PART FROM I DO NOT WISH
MY FATHER  TO ERINWALD!!

AND MOTHER!

Is
this girl
serious? 3

YOUR HIGH- |\
NESS!

THE MATTER HAS )
| NOT BEEN SET... [/
)\, YOUR HIGHNESS... / /

)
"\
\




( el w 'ir (“‘ WHAT A
HER NsTiNeT| || Tl TR Y\ cuaracter.
SELF DURING ,
AWAKENS REHEARSALS! | [ SHE MADE THE
ON STAGE! : ||| AuDIENCE LAUGH

|
/> IN A SCENE LIKE
74 THAT!
//
// e -
/ s

SHE'S MUCH
BETTER THAN
IN THE RE-
HEARSALS...

The
beautiful and
tewmperate Aldis N
who charms N
everyone R

L=

—_

angelic swile...

=
.i8 just one of - L

my masks!

7 ‘\




‘l. RECOGNIZED ZOFIE!
\ You.,

| SCARCELY  LADY '

]

HAVE
YOULOOK. | | KIRGE'S DAYS
\ ABIDED.

IT BELIKE
A RETURN
FROM THE

GRAVE.

OH, ANOTHER |

PRESENT |
FROM LADY

ALDIS?

THOU
CALL

| WITH slicH €0
| A CLAMOUR!

\



HATH LIFTED
YOUR SPIRIT.

HAVE I SEEN
THIS SMILE!

A\ NN /) e

SENT MORE
2 PRESENTS.

PRINCESS ALDIS
MUST BE REALLY
KIND HEARTED.

\__/ L sucH A
\

BEAUTIFLIL

TEMPERATE

=

SHE 15.
| ) A MOST




WITH THE )l
HEART OF AN
ANGEL! )

LIKE AN AVATAR
k OF PERSEPHONE, AND
) WELL LOVED HAVE I
HEARD OF HER.

LOVELY AND
TEMPERATE
THE WHISPERS

SAY...

LIKE PERSE-
PHONE, INFUSED
ARE THOSE

SUBJECTS ALL,

AROLIND MER BY {i\% P
LIGHT AND [ )

RMTH... /B
WARMTH /‘{;.._\ j, >
i é\<, v P ),
\(/""G”_\, st RO ’
et M B X

MY SISTER
ALDIS...

BELOVED BY HER BELOVED OF

AS ZEUS. EVERY

A DULCET ANGEL WHIM IS
FROM HEAVEN GRANTED.

WONDROUS
AND GENTLE
PRINCESS ALDIS
MUST BE!
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{ UTAKO...I5...

\| 15 SHE REALLY

N OuR pALGH-
TER?




SINCE WHEN
DOES SHE
PROJECT SUCH
A MURDEROUS

i

L

L

m

NN

I SEE. LADY
ALDIS WOULD
BE A HOSTAGE.

YET DOES THE PRINCESS ALDIS ERINWALD AND _ SHCH
KING AND QUEEN MAY BE SENT TO DENMARK  TERRIBLE
OPPOSE THIS! BRETROTH PRINCE HAVE ALLIED  NEWS!

ASIO OF ERINWALD AGANET LS.

THE WEEPING OF
PRINCESS ALDIS
FILLS THE CASTLE
AND MANY NOBLES
ARE ALIGNED WITH
THE KING!

TO MAINTAIN PEACE.

\L"\ )

S} 4 T| THE THREAT OF

T‘;: WAR 15 NIGH! |
Y /\ |
I




THE TIME /71174
15 NIGH! J =

GENERAL KIRGE,
ALLOW ME TO GO
TO ERINWALD!

THE KING'S
DAUGHTER
S AM I, A ROYAL
T IF I MAY BRING  PRINCESS OF

PEACE WITH THIS LASTONIA.

I \ ACT WILLINGLY
[ WILL T GO TO
¢ ERINWALD!




BRING ME TO
AN AUDIENCE
WITH HIS
MAJESTY,
GENERAL KIRGE.

WITH KIND- |
NESS HAS SHE |
REACHED TO ME

ALL THIS WHILE. |

THOLGH I HAVE |
NEVER BRAVED HER  {
COUNTENANCE, DEAR

IS SHE TO ME.

YES, YOUR
MAJESTY.

TO ERINWALD
YOU WISH
TO GO, AND
WILLINGLY?

LADY ALDIS 15
YOUNGER
. THAN ME BY
ﬁ TWO YEARS...
|ORIGELD, ) P—
HAVE BEEN MY SMOOTH THIS
J TOMB! ROAD, IF I BIND
X o suowlig BE MYSELF TO ASIO.
< MY DUTY.

SHOULDS'T AT ODDS
oad | R rp——— i
: BL
LET ME GO | GELD! ARISE, 15 A SHAM, A RUIN 1S IN
IN ALDIS'
, MORTAL HOSTAGE OF
STEAD! WILL You LASTONIA WILL

DANGER BE!

\,_/
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ORIGELD IS THE y
MAIN CHARAC- : =~ | THE AUDIENCE
TER OF THE h W 15 LOOKING
AT AYUM|
HIMEKAWA. ..

YOU WILLINGLY
SACRIFICE L ’

YOURGELF FOR | :
LASTONIA? Why did no

— one notice this?

I HAVE
BUT ONE
REQUEST.

Origeld is
the main
character of
this story!







Ry
C  ORIGELD?

I BESEECH
YOU FOR AN

ARE YOU
REALLY MY

QUESTION
16 THIS,

AND WHAT
15 THIS
REQUEST?

ANSWER A
QUESTION
THAT I POSE
TO YOUR

|
\
A\ MAJESTY?




Wi 2z

L(/ PRIOR TO MY
EIGHT YEARS IN

THE WHITE

DUNGEONS, T
TO THIS DAY, ~ WAS YOUR
TS MEMORY Of  DAUGHTER.
YOUR AFFECTION
STILL LINGERS

IN MY HEART.

T'IS THAT

MEMORY THAT

HAS CARRIED
ME E'EN TO
THIS DAY!

YET RU-
MOURS HAD
I HEARD.

II! A SOURCE OF

TO THE DUN-
GEON KEEP-

THAT T AM NOT

YOUR DAUGHTER 15
WHISPERED

AMONGST THE

NOBLES AND THE
/ COMMON FOLK.
. =

N & 7/ r
i /
FORGIVE \ / T
ME... |

P

SO0D01
SUFFER!

EYES ARE
ON HER.

,_;,,,-‘\_

SUCH AFFEC

AND DEVOTION HAVE ||

L YOU GIVEN US, WITH |

NO ANIMOSITY IMBUED. [

WHAT IS THERE THAT (N3

YOUR LOYALTY CAN
RECOMPENSE. ..




THAT You
ACKNOWLEDGE

il K HEED NOT
ME AS YOUR ‘ ! “Waarie

YES! THAT T MAY
PROUDLY DISPLAY
YOUR AFFECTION
FOR ALL TO SEE,
AND BE PROTECTED
THUS!

THAT BY ROYAL
DECREE, I AM
YOUR DAUGHTER!




SHOULD You
DECREE ME

YOUR ELDEST
DAUGHTER,

THIS 1S MY
REQUEST.

AND THAT I bl

MAY STAND gf}é’ﬁf
STRONG IN e

ERINWALD.

4

SHOULDS'T
: THE SACRIFICE BE
ASKED OF ME,
THAT I MAY BE
| KNOWN AS YOUR

ROYAL DAUGH-
ke )
<

{8 AN .

1
|

f
| 4
. 3
N :'"

SR

I SHALL GIFT
YOU WITH ROYAL
TREASURE, THE
REINFORBOA! THE
SWORD AND THE
NECKLACE OF
THE DRAGON.




THE SWORD
AND THE
NECKLACE OF
THE DRAGON,
THOSE ROYAL
TREASURES...
TO ME!

ERINWALD AS
AMBASSADOR \
FOR LASTONIA! /&

NOT SPEAK
OF ORIGELD

LASTONIA’S
FIRST PRIN-

CESS, ORIGELD,

AS A BRIDE!

) r"l 7

CANS'T THOU
SEE MY PRI-
VATE SMILE?

60 TO THE
) NORTHERN VILLA
~ AND SPEAK TO MY
. MOTHER, THE
| DOWAGER QUEEN,
ko
N,

THAT A BANQUET
BE HELD THERE IN
HONOUR OF
ORIGELD!




pos'T THOU
THE FICKLE-
FATE?!

PATH SHALL T
CHoOsE!




SHE'LL BE
SHE HAS ThE toos

TAKEN THE P N
PRINCESS
PRINCESS ’ ORIGELD

WILL MARRY
PRINCE AsIO.

HIS MAJESTY
TREATS HER
FIRST PRISON,  WITH SUCH

THUS, THE KING 5';'\?,5 'TT,,ET
HAS ORDERED A
PRINCESS ,
BANQUET IN HER 2%
ORIGELD RE l
HONOUR AND TO QUESTED THE |

'\ GIVE HER A PROPER
\  FARE THEE WELL.

CHANGE.

A.

7N\
toonTeven || | N 3
| mNoWerTO | [/ \ el
| ECLIPSE THE | \

| RESTOF US. | | \ 16 out- ) /
STANDING.
/
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And also ' ( e W _ 5
withthe /| o Vo, IWethefirst o
Dowager Queen, /| LN scene | share
_ Tsukikage-sensei.. © | ( <R - with Ayuwi-san! ©
: 2By .
: (¥ o ‘.: .(‘;

M Vowager o . Origeld
grandnrofher Queen.\ She’s
in the nort‘n going fo

ern villa Erinwald in
% \ /5. wmyplace.
e o ‘ z | P R
{‘\-‘ fho he . \ > i ,\;.\
> Although s N i
" hasa strong } ‘ J y kind-
personality, ) A 1% hi'mr’red
she’s gentle 7 4 L;_._ sister...
»"\ 'h') me... ! ‘ J ¥/
r Y q‘}'
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N .andalso =
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. in the northern &
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