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[stria

Green Mediterranean.

Istria:
Lifeasitshouldbe

HereinIstria, more sothan almost any destination you could
visitin theregion, welive in harmony with nature. This ethos
helpstoshowcase our region asayear-round destination.

'Lifeasitshould be'is our motto. And whichever time of year
youvisit our beautiful peninsula, you will be able to take
partinatraditional, healthy and sustainable way of life, one
governed by seasons which provide abounty of globally-
recognised produce.

Our crystal-clear Adriatic offers up the most exquisite, fresh
seafood, providing much of the Mediterranean-style diet we
consume. From our continental side, the spectacular hilltop
townsofIstriaand the terraces of vineyards and olive groves
giveusaward-winning wines and olive oils. Famoustoo are
ourrichblackand white truffles and fine cheeses, both of
which stem from the same beloved terrain and terroir as our
winesand olives.

Beatthe crowds by visiting in springtime, walkingdown
romantic, cobbled streets unfettered by fellow tourists, or
arrive inthe summertime so the family can take advantage
of ourbeautiful beaches, clean seaand dependable sun-
shine. Autumn shows Istria at its best; the weather is good
andtheseaisstill warm enough toswimin, it coincides with
harvesttime, thearrival of the year'snew trufflesand the
start of the huntingseason. Each season Istria hasitsown
cultural calendar, from famous film and music festivals to
time-honoured food celebrations.

Our majorinternational airportin Pulaadds new routes
yearuponyear. Over 70 European destinationsincluding
London, Paris and Frankfurt are connected by direct flights
toPula, positioningIstria as an attractive and easy getaway
for visitors fromall over the world.

It'sneverbeen easier tovisit Istria. At whatever time you
arrive, youwon't fail to fallin love with 'Life as it should be'.

DenisIvo3evic,
Directorof Istria Tourism Board
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Hello,
Istria - Taste' x
Lthe reglon -

Justin McDonnell Editor-in-chief
@justinmcdonnel

Welcome to Istria, now get out!

IT'S HARD TO OVERSTATE the magic of Istria. Sandwiched between
Croatia, Slovenia and Italy, legions of artists and writers have drawn
inspiration from this beautiful peninsula, defined by its mist-shrouded
hilltopsand rugged beaches (P24). A mash-up of Balkan and Italian
influences, you'll see it everywhere from the buildings you visit (P18) to
the food on your plate (P34). Istria always looks outwards - whether it's
stargazing (P22) or hosting world-famous music festivals (P26), thisis
the Croatian coastatits mostbohemian. So, now you're here — get out!
And discover everythingIstria hasto offer.

THEVIEW FROM YOU

See what people are Instagramming!

Welcome
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A crash
course guide
tolstria

CHRISTENED ‘TERRA MAGICA’
by the Romans, this compact
triangular peninsula has its own,
celebrated gastronomy, wines
and olive oils. Nothing is ever
too far away, and inland is every
bit as beautiful as the coast.
You can spend the day at the
coastal resorts of Rovinj, Porec or
Novigrad then dine luxuriously in
the main town of Pula. North-east,
towards the Slovenian border,
is a small hub of quality Istrian
restaurants and spa retreats.
Inland is dotted with timeless
hilltop villages like GroZnjan,
Motovun or Hum, and cuisine that
Italians cross the border to savour.
On the wilder, less developed east
coast, Rabac has seen a number of
recent family-friendly or boutique
hotel openings. Oddities such as
Tito’s island menagerie of Brijuni
make a longer stay in Istria a
varied and attractive proposition.
Aneasydrive from Zagreb,
connected toVenicebyaregular

Time Out Istria 2019

fast-boat serviceand within easy
reach of Rijeka with its ferriesthat
ply the Croatian coast, Istriais
reasonably well connected with
the outside world. Four major UK
airlines, including British Airways,
haveservicestoPulaairport while
justovertheborderinItaly, Trieste

isoftenused asagateway.
Tocrossthe hilly, verdant inte-
rior, you’llneed acar, relyon buses
or, harkingbacktoIstria’s Habs-
burgpast, there’sthe Parenzana.
Anarrow-gaugerail that ran from
Trieste, through theIstrian interior
toterminate halfway downthe

coastatPore¢, thelinewasbuiltin
1902, when Viennawas consoli-
datingitsempire.

AfterWorld War[, the Parenzana
wasneglected underlaxItalian
control before beingabandoned
completelyin1935.

Ithasrecently been revamped
for cyclistsand hikers to follow
renovated sectionsof the track
around Motovun, Bujeand
Groznjan.

Revered, revived and
picturesque, the Parenzanaisa
handy metaphor for Istriaitself,
itsItalianate past, its maritime
heritage and itsentrepreneurial
upswing following Croatian
independence.

High-end dining, wine trails,
olive oil routes, rusticaccommo-
dation with pools, swish boutique
hotels, aquaparks, arts festivals,
film festivals, festivals of light,
electronica and one-offsculp-
tures, depopulated villages now
repopulated with gallery owners

and creatives, Istriahasbeen
transformed since 1991, but at
itsown pace. Many of these busi-
nesses are still in family hands,
twoor three generations later. The
coastisstill pristine and develop-
ment hasbeen kind.

Historicattractions remain
sacrosanct —in fact, the most
iconic,the Pula Arena,aRoman
colosseum with anearintactcircle
of stadium walls, hosts all kinds of
contemporary events, including
the PulaFilm Festival, the opening
night of soundsystem celebration
Outlook, and asummer series of
high-profilelive concerts. With
itsforum and itstriumphal arch,
though, Pulaalways reminds you
ofitsRoman heyday.

Oncethe Romansleft, the Slavs
moved in, butafter 2,000years,
Istriahasnotlostits Latin flair for
cultivation and cuisine.

Streetsignsareusually written
intwolanguages, while mostlocals
areadeptatspeakingthree, English
included.

While Dalmatia concentrates
onmakingits moneyin the sum-
met, Istria’s touristindustry is
year-round, autumn also busy
thanksto the lucrative draw of
wine and truffles.

Many of the festivalsand celebra-
tionssurroundingthe
new vintage or recently
dugtrove of sought-
after fungitake placein
villageswhose popula-
tionbarely clicksinto
three figures. Istria
remainsacommunity-
basedsociety, tied to
theland, tied totradi-
tionandtiedtoastrong
identity forged by geo-
graphicisolation.

2019 Time Out Istria
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Istria
Today

WHATEVER HAPPENS in
Croatian tourism probably
happened in Istria first. It was
here that Adriatic tourism as we
know it first took off, and Istria
still functions as an incubator
of new ideas, ideas that end up
being exported to the rest of the
Croatian coast. The reasons for
Istria’s preeminence are partly
geographical - the peninsula lies
very close to the Central European
cities where most Croatia-bound
travellers originally came from,
so it’s hardly surprising that the
Istrian hospitality industry has
always been a few steps ahead of
everyone else.

However Istria alsostandsout
forreasonsuniquetothe peninsula
itself. Take for example Croatia’s

breakthrough asagastronomic
destination, a phenomenon
rooted intherediscovery oflocal
culinaryriches. Istriaalwayshad a
reputation of neighbourhood inns
serving homemade pasta, local
game, seasonal goodiessuchas
asparagus and truffles,and menus
that ran from farmhouse sausages
tothe finest Adriatic scallops

and mussels. The contemporary
emphasis onlocally-sourced food
and the unselfconsciousreadiness
tomix high-and low-cuisine was
notsomethingthat Croatialearned
bywatching TV chefsoncable TV -
italready existed in Istria.

The same might be said of
boutique wine. It wasthe Istrian
emphasis on small-scale quality,
exemplified by local growerssuch

asDegrassi, Claiand MatoSevi¢,

thatbrought domestic varieties

like Malvazijaand Teran back

toEurope’stoptablesand gave

Croatian wine growers further

southsomethingtoaim for.
The number of celebrations

markingseasonal bounty

(whether harvesting

chestnutsorfishing

forsquid) hasalways

beenanimportant

partofIstrianlife,

andit’sherethat

the contemporary

Croatian gastro-

festival hasitsroots.

Evennow, thereare

more food festivalsin

Istriathaninany other

partof Croatia,and

Bale

neweventsarebeingaddedtothe
calendarall thetime.

Istria’s reputation for innovation
doesn’tjust rest onthe constant
reinvention ofitsrusticriches.
There’salso abrash modernist
sidetothe peninsulathatsees
tourismasagrand project as well
asacottageindustry. It wasinIstria
afterallthatthe nutsand bolts of
Adriatic tourism were first put
together. Theimpetusinitially
came from outside: Austrian
and Italian overlordsbuiltroads,
railwaysand resortsto cater for
the sophisticated lotus-eaters of
Viennaand Rome. However, the
masstourism boom of the Sixties
was very much ahome-grown

affair. Local architects
werebroughtinto
designlandmark
hotelslikethe
MateradainPore¢and
the EdeninRovinj,
creatingadistinctive
Croatian-modernist
stylethatstill servesas
aninspiration today.
Acommitmentto
socially-responsible
planningensured that

hotel developments and historic
town centres were kept apart. It was
Istriathattookthelead - Dalmatia
had towaituntil the late Sixties
beforethe hotel-buildingboom
took off, for the simple reason that
itdidn’t have good enoughroads.

Innovative hotel architecture is
still partand parcel of the Istrian
cultural package. Completed
in2012,Rovinj’s Hotel Lone
(designed by Zagreb’s 3LHD),
wasadeliberate attempt to match
theachievements of the Sixties
generation by creatingsomething
uncompromisingly contemporary
thatcould alsoserve asan object
ofbeauty. Over onthe other
side of Rovinj’sbroad bayisthe
Hotel Amarin (SudioUP;2016),
anagenda-setting family resort
comprisingalien-spaceship hotel
andinnovative, colour-coded
children’s park. With the hanging-
gardenterraces of the Grand Hotel
Park (3LHD again) currently taking
shape opposite Rovinj’s medieval
centre, thetown isbeginningto
looklike a premonition of Croatia’s
future aswell asawell-preserved
morsel of anillustrious past.

I’'sby nomeansjustabout
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Motovun vineyard

hotels:Istria has alwaysbeenat the
forefront of the Croatian camping
scenetoo.Itwasherethatthe

first mega-campsemergedinthe
Sixties and Seventies, and here
thatthefirstbignaturist camps
cameintobeingataround the same
time. Naturism, it seems, isslowly
ontheway out, with biglet-it-all-
hang-out resortssuch as Polari
near Rovinjand Koversadanear
Vrsarbeingredeveloped as family-
oriented glampingsites — mostly
forthe fully clothed, but with
secluded plotsreserved for the FKK
die-hards.

There are plenty of aspects of
theInnovative-Istriabrand that
transcend mere discussion of
tourist facilities. Croatia’s new-
found reputationasaland of film
festivalsrested initially on two big
Istrian events. Pula (established in
1953; AkiraKurosawa’s Rashomon
was one ofthe first films to
bescreened), and Motovun
(launched in 1999 and now a major
showcase forindependents) are
stillthe only Croatian film festivals
that regional cineastes absolutely
mustattend. Itis no surprise that
Istriais alsohome to Croatia’s two

2019 Time Out Istria



PLAVA
LAGUNA

essential media-industry shindigs:
the Communication Days (May)
and Weekend Media Festival
(September), both in Rovinj,
attractthekind ofinternational
expertsthat Zagrebwould find it
hard tomuster.

Istria’sreputation asthe
summertime heartland of
European bass culture (thanksto
Pula-based festivalslike Outlook
and Dimensions) owes a great
dealtotheinitial success of
Seasplash, thelocal reggae and
dubeventestablishedin2003. The

Adriatic festival template was not i L ' . : 3
somethingdeveloped by outsiders L e

and broughtintothe countryasa
fully-formed businessidea-the
wholethingtook offthankstoa
bunch of reggae fansin Pula.
The Seasplash Festival ismoving P B R i
from Pulatothe Dalmatian town ¢ arrhar -2
of Sibenikin 2019.It’sasignificant - :
losstothelstrian scene, butalso s Yy izl P O R E C 1 U M AG
demonstratesthe pointthatwe B ,
madeatthe beginning: ifit’s 1
happeningin Croatia, it probably . '_ = plava l‘ag una.com
happened inIstriafirst. L
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ACTUALLY, this is more of a love song to Istria.
It’s 40 years since I first set foot on the Terra
Magica that is Istria. I knew then as a cal-
low 19-year-old that this extraordinary place
would play an important part in my life. Quite
how important, I had no idea at that time, but
after the war when I was invited to come and
lecture at the George Soros Funded Imaginary
Academy in GroZnjan, the shape of things
started to appear. Although I was working as an
international producer of feature films out of
London, it was here that I met my life partner of
20 years, Marijana, acquired a property on one
of the most spectacular and discreet belvederes
in the peninsula with a rambling garden along
with assorted dogs, cats, and beasts of all creeds
and colours. To list the things I love about it in
detail would take an age and a number of pages
rather than the measly 600 words I've been
asked to fill. I've decided therefore to do some-
thing a little different with the editorial brief.
It’salittle-known fact that the von Trapp fami-
lyhavealongand colourful historyinthisregion.
BorninZadar, Georgvon Trapp (yes, Christopher
Plummer!) grew up partly in Pulaand Rijeka
where heattended the Maritime Academy before
goingontojointhe Austro-Hungarian Navy,
eventuallybecomingasubmarine captaininthe
first World War returning to Pulato multiply and
setupresidencein 1912 atthe Casa Trapp, which
Austrian architect Ferdinand Geyer designed
forthemin Veruda. So, half of hissinging troupe
wereborninPulaand the other halfin Austria
later on before the second World War at his
grandmother’shousein Austria.
Itisinhomagetothevon Trapp’sand with
massive apologiestocomposer Richard Rodg-
ersthe composer of The Sound of Music and
evenmoreto lyricist Oscar Hammerstein II that
Thavedecided toshare with you my Favourite
Istrian Thingsviaabrutal bastardisation of their
masterpiece. (And I've always fancied myselfas
alatter-day Julie Andrews dragartiste.)

Alove
Letterlo
Istria

My (Favourite) IstrianThings

Snowflakeson Ucka’

AndspringinGrimaldi,

Kamenjak swimming, and Vri's ravioli,
Motovun’s Mondowith truffles and films-
Theseareafewof my Istrian things.

Matosevic’ Alba,
And Kozlovic’ bunker,
Octopusroastedat Alla Beccaccia,
DancesofDeathin Beramand its stings,
Theseareafew of my Istrian things.

JamesJoyceinPula
AndJules Vernein Pazin
Casanovain Vrsarwith Danteintandem
Brioniand Tito, Liz Taylor’s bigrings
Theseareafew of my Istrian things.

When the Burablows
And Tramontana swings

5, 6

Down Lim Kanal’s “Viking”
Isimply remembermy Istrianthings
AndthenIdon’tfeelsobad.

Makina’s pictu

res

And Sumonja’s sheep paintings
Trapan’s Guevaraand Buric’ creations
Oiloffineolivesthat’ssurefitforkings,

Theseareafew of my Istrian things.

Groznjan has artists

Andmanyfineflautists

Pula hasships and ashitload of tourists
TheArena’sawonderfulsighttobeseen
Theseareafew of my Istrian things.

Sailinground Cres
OntheKvarner
Seastartslookingmad,
Isimply remembermy Istrianthings

AndthenlIdon’t feeeeeeeeeeeel
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sobaeaaad!

Icould goon, butthere’senough here fora
good week’sworth of exploration. Istriais full of
amazingthingstodo—and the development of
theinterior of the peninsulaalongside coastal
tourism has been the goal of successive local
governments. It’sagreat placetovisitandis
aplace of paradoxes and chance encounters.
Afewweeksago,Iwenttothe ArenainPula,
probably the best preserved and most complete
Roman Arenaofitskind. AsIdo,Iwas following
around an American family of five - three young
boyswhobarelylooked at the place, kids not
listening to their (probably teachers) parents
and constantly squabblingamong themselves.
Thesquabblesturningintoanargument-a
nastyone. ThelastthingI heard asIwentdown
thestepstoleave, beating a hastyretreat before
itgotugly - Dad:’Icant believeyou kids. We come
halfway round theworldtosee this Colosseum
andallyoudoisfight. Thisisnotthe placefor
fighting!” Andsoitgoes....

Mike Downey isafilm producerwho has
worlked on over 80featureswiththelikes of Peter
Greenaway, Pawel Pawlikowski, Gunter Grass,
Thomas Kenneally and James Ellroy. Heis
deputy chairman of the European Film Academy
and President and co-founder of the Motovun
Filmfestivalaswell as ArtisticAdvisorof The
Zagreb Film Festival.
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South onTwo Wheels
Aseriesofsixrecreational
cycleridesinsouthernIstria,
spread throughout springand
autumn. Eachrouteissuitable for
recreational cyclistsofall ages, and
isdesigned totake youthrough
thebestoftheregion’sscenery.
There’s always arelaxed post-race
party attheend ofthe course. This
year’sdates are Fazana (27 April),
Vodnjan (18 May) Sian to LiZnjan
(15June), Divsici (14 Sept), Pula
(27 Sept) and Medulin (5 Oct).

-> Various venues, Istria (istria-

pula.com). From April.

Time Out Istria 2019

The Festival of Wild, Edible
and Medicinal Plants
Tenthanniversary ofthisevent
offeringtipsinthecultivation,
extractionand the medicinal use of
plantsand herbs. Therearelots of
differentnatural productstotryand
take home, bought straight fromthe
handsofthosewhomakethem.

-> Krsan. April.

100 miles of Istria
Amajorinternational event
forlong-distancetrail runners,
nowadaysattractingover 2000
competitors. There are four
different courses, ranging from
the41km-long, “beginners™
yellow trail tothe superhuman,
Istria-spanning, 168kmred trail —a
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two-day course with an overnight
kipinthe middle. Theyellowrace
beginsand endsin Motovun and
canbequiteaspectacle; thered
trailendsupin Umag.

- Labin-Umag (istria100.com). April 12-14.

Sparogada

Annual celebration ofthe
asparaguswith agreat cultural
and sports programme attached,
includingactivities forall ages
and usually some great traditional
musicand recognised Croatian
acts. For fans of the flavour-filled
green fingers, youcansample
plenty of asparagus-based dishes
madebylocal caterers.

-> Various venues, Kastel (facebook.com/
events/1142884872545908). April 26-28.

100 miles of Istria

Labyrinth Istria

Thisnew Istrian installment of
thelongstanding Belgian techno
festival promises 36 hours of
non-stop music. Itbeginson
Friday night at club Bybloswith
anextended session featuring
headliners Pan-Pot and Marcel
Fengler. The party movestothe
beach forthe daylight hours of
Saturday, before headingback
indoorsatclub Zodiak for Saturday
night and Sunday morning. Also
appearingonthebill arelots of
homegrown DJ talentincluding
Mozer, Bronski and Andrea Ljekaj.
-> Various Venues, Porec (facebook.
com/labyrinthopen). April 26-28.

Primavera Craft Beer

& Gin Festival

Thisweekend festivalshinesitsatten-
tionsequallyon Croatia'scraftbeer
revolutionandaresurgencein popu-
larity of drinkinggin.OneofPula's
verybestbarsforqualitydrinks,
cocktailsand musiceventsplaysthe
perfecthost,soexpectingeniousgin
cocktailsand avariety ofentertain-
mentsontheirlargeterracewithits
wonderful views. Musicalheadliners
fortheweekendare Croatia'sleading
electronicpopdanceduo, theenig-
maticNipplepeople.

-> Caffe bar Circolo 17, Pula (facebook.
com/Circolo17caffe). April 26-27.

Prvi Maj Geri

Anticipating the May Day holiday
isthis open-air festival headlined
by Belgrade alt-rock power trio
Repetitor, Bjelovar prog-noise
rockers Them Moose Rush and
Splitrapper Vojko Vruéina.

- Kastel, Pula (entrio.hr). April 27.

MAY

Love Sensual

Latino-African dance festival (with
styleslike Dominican bachataand
Angolankizomba predominating),
featuring demonstrations by top
dancersand workshopsled by
international danceinstructors.
There’sagala performanceonthe
mainsquareon4 May.

-> Hotel Valamar, Pore¢ (love-

sensual.hr). May 3-5.

Rovinj Photodays

A majorinternational photography
eventwith exhibitionsin outdoor
locationsand indoor venues
throughout thetown. There’san
accompanying programme of talks
and concerts, and prizesare given
indifferent categories.

-> Various venues, Rovinj (photodays-
rovinj.com). May 3-5.

VinistraWine Festival
Farmorethanjustatradefair, this
annual get-together for Istrian
wine-makers presentsacracking
opportunity totaste your way
through all thelocal varieties, and
munch ahandsomeselection of
localdeli productsinto the bargain.
- Zatika sports hall, Pore&

(vinistra.com). May 12.

Dars of Antiquity -

Pula Svperiorvm

Swords and sandals take over

the centre of Pulawith parades

of Roman legionaries, gladiator
trainingexercises, music and
dancing, and kids’ workshops.
Mosteventstake placein front of
the Temple of Jupiter on the main
square. On Fridays 5-9pm, on

L
Days of Antiquity - Pula Svperiorvm

Saturdays 10am-1pm.
-> Pula city centre (pulainfo.hr). May 24-25.
May 31-June 1.June 7-8.June 14-15.

Gallery rally

Now initssixth year, Gallery Rally
createsanurban map of venues
tovisitwhich aimsto putlocal
artistsand exhibitionspacesin
thespotlight. Bornin Zagreb, but
now initssecond yearin Pulatoo,
visitors have a five-hour period
tovisitas many participating
galleriesastheycan. Collecta
special event map from HUIU at
Zagrebacka 27 and then collect
stickers from each ofthearound
15galleriesas youknock them off
your list. Visitorswho complete
thesticker quotaon the map

will receiveamementoatthe
finishline.

-> Various venues, Pula (facebook.
com/relipogalerijama). May 24

Sea Star Festival

Arelatively recent offshoot of
the Exit Festival in Novi Sad, the
DJ-oriented SeaStar pulledin
80,000 fansin2018andlooksset
torepeatitssuccessin2019. This
year’sroster of knob-twiddlers
includes German trance-techno
legend Sven Véath and Nina Kraviz.
-> Stella Maris Resort, Umag
(seastarfestival.com). May 24-25.

Adris RC44 Race Cup
TheRovinjlegoftheinternational
RC44 yachting grand prixbrings
theworldsailingelitetothe
Istrian coast.

- Rovinj. May 29-June 2.

Lighthouse Festival
Held atthetip ofarelatively wild
and untouched peninsulabetween

Novigrad and Pore¢, Lighthouse
Festivalis awell organised
underground electronic music
festival which also holdsan edition
in Cape Town, South Africa. This
year’s headliners, whowillbe
playingtechno and house music,
areyettoberevealed.

-> Porec (lighthousefestival.tv). May 29-June 2.

JUNE

Pore¢ Open-Air Festival
Asummer-long programme
ofeventsencompassingstreet
entertainers, outdoor film
screenings and live music
onopen-air stagesoccurring
throughout the town.

-> Various venues, Pore¢
(porecopenair.com). June-Sept.

Indirekt

Boutique festival dedicated
toalternative music, artand
literature, with on-site camping
and anintimate friendly vibe.

-> Umag (indirekt.eu). June.

Festival of Istrian Manestra
Allday festival whichisbotha
celebration of Istrian Manestra
and afiercely fought competition
forwhoseisthebest. Teams cook
thisthicksoup/stew of pulses,
vegetables, meatsand herbson
thestreetsallday and you’ll be
abletosampletheireffortscome
dinnertime.

-> Gracisce. June.

Spectacvla antiqva
Thisextravaganzawhich
celebrates ancient Rometakes
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overthePula Arenaonce aweek
(usually Saturday evening if other
eventsallow), exceptduringthe
PulaFilm Festival when it takes
amid-seasonbreak. Thereisa
parade of Roman fashionsand
hairstyleswith explanatory
narration, and gladiator fights
featuring “real weapons” and lots
oftheatrical gore.

-> Arena, Pula (spectaculaantiqua.

com). Mid June-early Sept.

Foo Fighters

Suchisthe public affection for
David Grohland hisrowdy rock
juggernautthatthese dates

sold out within minutes of their
announcement. Ifyoudidn’thave
the foresighttobook, youcanat
leaststand outside the Arenaand
craneanear.

-> Arena, Pula. June 18+19.

Croatian Summer

Salsa Festival
Aweekofsashayingand
shimmying with demonstrations
bytopinternational performers
and workshops for those with all
levels of ability. Mostly Salsa, buta
lot more Latin dance stylesbesides.
-> Rovinj (crosalsafestival.com). June 24-July 1.

JuLy

PUF International
Alternative Theatre Festival
Non-mainstream performing
artsinallkinds of challenging
permutations, with events held
attheRojccultural centreand
elsewhere around thecity.

- Pula (pulainfo.hr). July 1-5.
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The Festival of Istrian Pasta
A celebration of pastawhich places
thefoodintheheart of Istrian
cuisine. Local cheeses, vegetables,
seafood, meatsand herbsare
usedtoconcoctdishesyoucan

try, paired with Istrian wine. You
canlearn howtomake traditional
pastashapesoftheregionand
chill outaround dusk, whenthe
eventbecomeslitwithlamps

and candles.

-> Zminj. July.

LabinArt Republic
Summer-longarts festival with
local painters throwing open
their atelier doors, and afeast of
theatre and musicinavariety of
outdoor spaces.

- 0ld Town, Labin (labin-art-
republika.com). July-August

Goat Hell

Destruction, Pestilence, Evil Blood
and otheractsyour grandparents
wouldn’tunderstand headline this
darkand old school heavy metal
festat Vallelunga, onthenorthside
of Pula’sharbour.

-> Vallelunga, Pula (goathell.eu). July 4-7.

Plava Laguna Croatian Open
Croatia’sleadingtennisevent,

Time Out Istria 2019

Labin Art Republic

played on clay; it’s part of the ATP
tourwhich ensuresa fair sprinkling
ofinternational aces alongside
homegrownstars.

-> Umag (croatiaopen.hr). July 12-July 21.

Pula Film Festival
Runningsince 1953 even before
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Cannes, the Pula Film Festival is
partly held in the city’s historic
Roman amphitheatre, which
transformsinto an open-air
cinema and venue for opening
night and the award ceremonies.
Theagendaincludes Croatian
and international films as

well as astudent programme,
evening concerts and audience
interaction with well known
personalities from the

world of film.

-> Pula Arena, Kino Valli and various other
venues, Pula (pulafilmfestival.hr). July 13-21.

Traditional Evenings on

the Fazana Waterfront
(Tradicijske veceri

na fazanskoj rivi)
Afairpromotinglocal drink,
handicraftsand food, with the
famous FaZzana pilchard playinga
starringrole.

-> Fazana (infofazana.hr). July 17.

Aida

Aspectacularoperaina
spectacular setting, Verdi’s Egypt-
based warble fest takes over Pula
Arenaforwhatlookslikebeingan
unforgettable night.

-> Arena, Pula (eventim.hr). July 25.

Legendfest
Istriaisatreasuretrove of
traditional folk tales and occult
lore, a heritage celebrated by
thistwo-day festival of readings,
exhibitionsand children’s
entertainment.

-> Pican (legendfest.hr). July 26-27.

Pula Film Festival

Ode to Joy

Beethoven’sFifth Symphony
getsarun-outinthesuitably
magnificent surroundings of Pula’s
amphitheatre, performed by the
orchestraand choir of the Croatian
National Theatre in Rijeka.

-> Arena, Pula (eventim.hr). July 27.

Tomato Days

Gallons of salsa (and for once we
aretalking aboutthe sauce, not
thedance) are consumed in this
street festival commemorating
thetomato harvest, withan
accompanying programme

of outdoor entertainment

and live music.

-> Various venues, Umag
(colourofistria.com). July 25.

AUGUST

Carmen

Thestars of Rijeka opera perform
Bizet’sclassicin Pula’sRoman
amphitheatre, with mezzosoprano
IvanaSrbljaninthetitlerole.

-> Arena, Pula (eventim.hr). August 1.

Monte Paradiso

Punk Festival

One of Croatia’slongest-running
music festivals, this is pretty much
whatitsaysonthelabel, withan
international selection of hard-
riffinganarcho-rockers perform-
inginthe courtyard of the Rojc
cultural centre.

-> DC Rojc, Pula (monteparadiso.

info). August 2-4.

Dubioza Kolektiv

Formed in2003 and hailing
from Bosnia, Dubioza Kolektiv
combine hip hop, dub, ska,
reggae, rock, punkand electronic
musicinfluences which really
cometolifeinthelive arena.
Singing in multiple tongues,
theband havetoured in many
different countries where their
explosivelive showand warm
interaction with audiences has
broken through anythingas
trivial aslanguage barriers. This
date promisestobeoneofthe
year's highlights for domestic
audiences, but we recommend
thatvisitors also not miss
thistreat. The combination
ofatmosphere, music and
theincredible setting will be
something you won't easily forget.
-> Arena, Pula (eventim.hr). August 10.
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Grisia

Fantastic open-to-all art exhibition
with hundreds of paintings dis-
played alongthe length of Grisia,
medieval Rovinj’s main street.

-> Rovinj (rovinj-tourism.com). August 11.

Mussels Festival

Vabriga near Pore¢isthe venue for
thisannual knees-up celebrating
thelocal crop of mussels (pedoci).
Thedelicacyisservedinseveral
variousrecipes and alongsideall
manner of otherseafood, and the
wine will be flowing freely.

-> Vabriga (tar-vabriga.com). August.

International Pula

Jazz Festival

Top-quality horn-doodlingin
theevocative surroundsofa
Habsburg-era officers’ cluband its
ornategarden.

-> Dom Hrvatskih branitelja/House of Croatian
Defenders, Pula (eventim.hr). August 13-15.

Trka na prstenac

(Tilting at the Ring)
Centuries-old knightly
tournamentin thevillage of
Barban, inwhichlocalson
horsebacktrytospearadangling
ring. The main raceisonthefinal
Sunday, butthere arethree days
of festivities with folklore, DJs
andlivebands.

-> Barban (trkanaprstenac.hr). August 16-18.

Leron Folk Festival
Popularinternational folk festival
with aprocession on Friday
evening followed by concertson
the main-square stage.

- Vodnjan (vodnjandignano.com). August 23-24.

Motovun Film Festival
Aninternational film festival
and five-day partyallinone,
Motovun Film Festival isheld
inthebeautiful Venetian town

of Motovun, 270mabove sea
level. International and ex-Yu
films are screened at anumber

of pop-up cinemasbothindoors
and out; screenings take place
from early morning until around
2am. Directors from around the
world compete for the prestigious
Propeler Award, and interactive
eventsinvolving film expertsand
stafftake place around Motovun
forthose wishing foralittle
in-depthinsight.

-> Various venues, Motovun
(motovunfilmfestival.com). August 23-27.
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Festival of St Pelagius

St Pelagius’s Day (August28)is
stretched into along weekend
ofeventsin Novigrad, with
seafood stalls, outdoor concerts
and fireworksaddinguptoa

grand fiesta.

-> Novigrad (coloursofistria.com). August 23-28.

Dimensions Festival
Amajorplayerintheinternational
underground dance musicscene,
the well curated Dimensions
boastsaline-up ofthe biggest
DJsandlivedanceactsonthe
planet. Omar-S, Peggy Gou, Nina
Kraviz, Joy Orbison, Helena Hauff,
dBridge, Hessle Audio, Gilles
Peterson, Call Super, Mr Scruff,
Blawan, Andrew Weatherall, Craig
Richards, Shanti Celeste, DVS1,
DJ Stingray and DJ Bone provide
DJsetsoverthisyear’s four days,
with DMX Krew, Radioactive

Man, Larry Heard aka Mr. Fingers,
Octave One and Dam-Funk
performinglive. Wednesday
night’sopeningshow at Pula Arena
features Detroit's Jeff Millsina
performance thatwill also feature
Afrobeat rhythm pioneer Tony
Allen, with Objekt performingan
openingslotand Hunee DJing
toround offthe party. Main site
stages feature top rate production
facetsand are hiddenamongthe
ancient ruins of Pula, on various
boatsand swathesofthe beach.
Accommodationoptionsinclude
on-site camping, private rented
apartments or nearby hotels.

- Fort Punta Christo, Stinjan, near Pula
(dimensionsfestival.com). Aug 28-Sept 2.

SEPTEMBER

Outlook Festival

The premier annual event of the
bass music scene, Outlook offers
aparty-minded soundtrack of
garage, dubstep, hip hop, dub,
drumn’bass and reggae fora
young and carefree international
audience. Chase & Status, Bugzy
Malone, Goldie (live), dBridge,
Grooverider, LTJ Bukem, Cali-
bre, Randall, Kabaka Pyramid,
FlavaD,DJZinc, My Nu Leng &
Dread MC, Ghetts, D DoubleE,
Aitch, Unknown T, Channel One
Soundsystem, Iration Steppas
and Sister Nancy & Legal Shot
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Established as Croatia's first festival
of light,Visualia presents the magic
and beauty of new technologies and
audiovisual art, as well as branding
Pula as a pioneerin this field. For this
seventh annual edition in September
2019, the novelty is that Visualia will
be partnered with the International
LightAssociation, which brings
together global professionals with a
common desire to share knowledge,
skills and passion.Their mission is also
to share and disseminate information
and promote research in the field

of light.The ILA consists of many
audiovisual artists, many of whom will
exhibit their works as part of Visualia
2019.Some 300 ILA members will
also be holding their next conference
in Pula during this event.

Sound, Joker, Matt Jam Lamont,
DJRap and Holy Goof provide the
sounds at the main site alongside
Manchester’s finest Chimpo,
MCFox, Chunky and MCDRS.
Wednesday night’s opening show
at Pula Arenafeatures Andy C,
Mala & The Outlook Orchestra,
Loyle Carner, Shy FX (live), Gen-
tlemans Dub Club and Flohio.
The festival uses exactly the
same infrastructure as Dimen-
sionsand again, accommodation

SEPTEMBER

Visualia was first held in 2013, with
3D Mapping, and its agenda has been
increasing every year. First followed
the Lighting Giants illuminated cranes
of Uljanik Shipyard, which have since
become a new city attraction. In
2015, a Guinness World Record was
broken in the PulaArena for the largest
photograph of people forming a light
sign, known as the Light Postcard.

This year's event, held between Sep-
tember 19 and 21 is expected to attract
some 15,000 visitors. Its visual identity
has been created by Jean Sambolec,
3D artist with long experience in 3D
visualisation, design and animation.
Onthe last night, the Pula X Race will be
held through the city bathed in light.

-> Various locationsin Pula, Sept 19
(facebook.com/VisualiaFestival)

optionsinclude on-site camping,
private rented apartments or
nearby hotels.

-> Fort Punta Christo,§tinjan nearPula
(outlookfestival.com). Sept 4-9.

Buzetska Subotina

(Buzet Saturday)
Oneofinland Istria’s biggest street
parties, culminatingin the frying
ofamassive truffle omelette (made
with the symbolic number of2019
eggs). Thereare plenty of stalls

selling food, drink and crafts, and
anoutdoor concertstage with great
traditional music and dancing.

- Buzet (tz-buzet.hr). Sept 7.

Pulska Xica

Ahighly enjoyable fun run that
takes place atnight, with acircuit
thatstartsatthe Arena, runs past
thelightinggiants, and through the
Zerostrasse tunnels.

-> Pula (pulainfo.hr). Sept 21.

Visualia Festival of Light
Lightinstallations, art works
andilluminated performance
artthroughout the city, with
boththe Roman Arenaandthe
shipyard Lighting Giants playing
spectacularroles.

-> Pula (facebook.com/

VisualiaFestival). Sept 19-21.

Weekend Media Festival
Thegreatand the good of Croatia’s
mediaindustries assemble

for aweek-longoverdose of

talks, exhibitions, discussions
and seminars.

-> Rovinj (weekendmediafestival.com). Sept.

MTB Parenzana

Recreational cyclingmarathon
featuringa43kmsection ofthe
Parenzana, the former narrow-
gaugerailway thatisnowalong-
distance cyclingroute. Heading
from ViZinada past Motovun to
Livade and back, it’'sagreat way to
experiencerural Istria.

- Vizinada. September 29.

Truffle Days

The autumn truffle harvestis
marked by numerousevents
innortheastern Istria, with
village fairs and gastro-mini
festivalstaking up the weekends
between mid September and
early November.

-> Buzet (tz-buzet.hr) Motovun (tz-motovun.
hr) Livade (oprtalj.hr). Sept-Nov.

OCTOBER

Bela Nedelja

(White Sunday)

Atraditional folk festival that used
tobeamajorannual fair drawing
inmerchants fromtheentire
region. Nowadaysit’s afolksy
knees-upwith morning mass
followed by music dancingand
workshops forkids.

-> Plomin (istra-krSan.com). October 6.

Istrian Grappa Fair

19th annual edition of this home-
madealcohol festival at which
youcantrygrappa (alsoknown as
rakijaorbrandy) made fromthings
like cherry, quince, plum, grape,
honey and walnut. One of the most
famouslocal versionsis areputedly
medicinal variety made from mis-
tletoe and herbs.

-> Hum. October.

Chestnut Fair

Eleventh annual edition celebrat-
ingthislocally-abundant crop.
Chestnutbased cakes, other
dessertsand arange of products
derived from the nut are all avail-
abletotryand take home.

- Oprtalj. October.

International PrSut Festival
Traditional gastro event celebrat-
ingthe home-cured ham for which
theregionisfamous. It’s very much
aninternational event, offering
thechancetotastedelicacies from
northernItaly and Spainaswell as
the succulent porky pride of Istria.
-> Tinjan (isap.hr). Mid Oct.

NOVEMBER

Days of Young Olive Oil
Standingatthe centre of a prolific
olive-growingarea, the town of Vod-
njancelebratestheharvestingand
pressingseasonwith thistwo-day
celebration of thelocal elixir. Local
producersdisplay theirwaresinabig
marquee, and there’s plenty of food,
drinkand musictokeepthe party
swinging. Allinallit’safabulous
opportunitytolearnabout, tasteand
buyoil,inanareathat’sfamous for
itshigh-quality production.

- Vodnjan (dmmu.info). November.

DECEMBER

Days of Adriatic Squid
Winter isthe season for squid-
fishing, hence this celebration of
itsculinary grandeurinthe towns
of Umag, Novigrad, Brtoniglaand
Buje.Restaurants throughout
theregion prepare special squid
menus, providingsomeidea ofjust
how versatile this squelchy little
creaturecanbe.

-> Various venues throughout northwest

Istria (coloursofistria.com). December.

Sa(n)i:am Knjige/
Book Fair(y)

Istria’s premier literary event, and
arguably the bestbook festivalin
Croatiaasawhole, thisten-day
affair offers readings, talks, and
lots of stalls selling books. There’s

The fifth annual traditional Pula Carnival
will be held on Saturday, February 23 -
though the whole event will be starting
much earlier,on January 17, withthe
Handover of the City Key to the Master of
the Carnival atthe City Hall. On March 5,
the burning of the bogeyman Pust takes
place nearthe traffic lights atVeliVrh. For
the main parade, masked visitors gather,
along with some 20 carnival groups from
Istria, Kvarnerand Slovenia, over 700
participantsin all,led by the PulaWind
Orchestra and majorettes. Groups will
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FEBRUARY 2020

ThingstoDo

alwaysastronginternational
element (chiefguestin2018 was
Nigerian Nobel-winner Wole
Soyinka), and events are often
conducted in English.

-> Dom hrvatskih branitelja/House of Croatian
Defenders, Pula (sanjamknjige.hr), Dec 5-15

Y
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be setting up atnoon ata large marquee
setup atthe Karolina car park, where
lunch and communal celebrations take
place.The procession will be calling at
theArena,Trg Portarata, Sergjjevaca, the
Forum and Kandlerova, with themed
floats gliding along Laginjina and the
Riva waterfront. Back at the marquee, the
Big Carnival Party starts at 3pm with D)
Teddy Lee and live acts Mauro Staraj & La
Banda. Registration forms are available
from the PulaTourist Office.

-> Various locations in Pula, Feb 2020.
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A history
of Istria
inten
buildings

Jonathan Bousfield
explores the history of
Istria in ten brilliant
buildings.

THERE ARE FAR TOO MANY fine
buildings in Istria for a list of ten
to do the region justice. Indeed,
many of the peninsula’s must-
visit sights are historic hill-towns;
urban ensembles rather than
individual buildings, they really
require a separate top-ten of their
own. The list below will provide
ten small insights into Istria’s rich
and complex heritage.

Time Out Istria 2019
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Porec Basilica

With the fragmentation of the Roman Empire Istriaended
upunder Byzantine rule, opening up the peninsulato the
architecture and culture of the Christian East. Pore¢ Basilica
isthebestexample of what the Byzantinesleftbehind, a
largely sixth-century complex with acolonnaded three-
aisled interior and an octagonal baptistery on the opposite
side ofthe courtyard. Most famous feature is the dazzling
mosaic-covered apse, with portraits of the Virgin and Child
standingtogether with arow of saints and holy men. Golden
mosaictilesare placed atangles to catch sunlight at different
times of day, bathingthe aislein heavenly light.
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Our Lady of the Rocks, Beram

The gothic graveyard chapel on the edge of
Beramis pretty plain on the outside; the real
surpriseiswhatlies within. Walls and ceilings
are covered inincandescent fifteenth-century
frescoes, arranged in narrative panels rather
likearacy comicstrip. Most famous scene is

the Dance of Death, in which sinnersbothrich
and poor areinvited to hit the floor by ahappy
band of trumpet-tootling skeletons. The scenes
were painted by ateam of artistsled by a certain
Vincent of Kastav, who signed hisname above a
side door ofthe chapel.
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Kazun

Notsomuchasinglebuildingasan Istrian trademark,
examplesofthe kazZun canbe foundin fields all over
SouthwesternIstria. Asmall cylindrical structure with a
conical roof, the kaZzun was built out of dry stonetoserve as
shelter for farmers and shepherds. Dating from prehistoric
times, it was a form of construction that survived well
intothe modern era, and isnow an enduringsymbol of
local heritage.

‘ = PulaArena
s - T — TheRomanshad ahugeimpacton Istriaand
= . it’sin Pulathattheir greatest heirloomisto
‘._: i 2 . . be found. Dominatingthe city fromits perch

justabovetheseafront, the first-century
Arenaisas mesmerizingarelicastheycome,
itssensuous curves and arches set neatly into
sloping ground. It was initially designed to hold
22,000spectators, which gives yousomeidea of
Roman Pula’ssize and importance. Nowadays
seating 7000, it still serves as the stirring venue
for pop-rock concerts, opera, and the annual
film festival.
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Hotel Riviera, Pula

After 1848 Pulabecamethe main military
portofthe Habsburg Empire, abuzz with

the comings and goings of naval officers,
shipyard engineers, Austrian civil servants

and -increasingly - tourists attracted by the
mild climate of the Adriatic coast. Openedin
1909, the Hotel Rivieracombined a fashionable
mélange of Neo-Baroque, Neo-Renaissance
and Neo-Everythingstyles, ahandsome piece
of central Viennatrowelled neatly into Istrian
soil. Once the haunt of international movie stars
attendingthe Pula Film Festival, it’s currently
arather dowdy and old-fashioned affair -
althoughitsredevelopmentasa 5-starlap of
luxurylooks very much onthe cards.
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VeIikiTr’g (“Grand

Square”), Svetvincenat

It mightbestretchingthings abit
tosqueeze awhole square into our
list, but thisisthe finest example

of Renaissance town planningin
thewhole of Istria. With the walls
ofthe Morosini-Grimani Palace on
oneside, ahandsome row of town
housesontheother, and the trefoil
facade of the parish churchlooking
ondemurely from the wings, it’s
the perfect example of whatatown
square oughttobe. Most ofthe
ensembleissixteenth-century;the
lateraddition ofaloggiaand atown
well provided theicing onthe cake.

Sveti Petar u Sumi

Definitelyworth astop-offifyou are touring
inland Istria, the knoll-crowning Pauline abbey
of Sveti Petaru Sumi (literally “St Peter-in-the-
forest”, the nameitselfsoundslike an invitation
tovisit) encompasses pretty much everything
that'sgood about monastic architecture. The
main churchisBaroque, cluttered with all
manner of paintings and altarpieces knocked
up by artists who were also membersofthe
order. Outsideis asublime Renaissance cloister,
with two tiers of colonnades and asturdy-
looking well marking the centre.

Hotel Eden, Rovinj

TourisminIstria dates backatleast tothe late nineteenth century (and maybe evento
Romantimes), although it wasinthe 1960sand 1970s that it became the peninsula’s
mainindustry. Sincethen it hasbeen the hotel, not the church, the palace orthe post
office, that hasbecome the dominantarchitectural statement of the age. Designed by
IvoBartoli¢ and Miroslav Begovic¢in 1971 thisis a perfect example of leisure-driven
modernism, its 600 rooms neatly arranged in a series of interlocking concrete planes.
Squeezed onto an awkward plot ofland, and partly raised on pillars to take account
oftheslopingground, it’s azig-zagging structure with two extended wings, giving
ittheappearance of aslowly advancingcrab. It pretty much sumsup everything

that Croatian architects wanted to doin the Sixties and Seventies — an identifiably
Mediterranean form of modernism that would impress foreign tourists while staying
truetolocal needs.

Hotel Lone, Rovinj

Builtright nexttothe Edenby
leading Zagreb architects 3LHD in
2012, theHotel Lonewasintended
tofunctionasatotal workofart,a
showcase oflocal talent fromthe
light fittings right down to the staff
uniforms (the latter designed by
edgy Zagreb fashion label I-GLE).
Adreamily organicstructure with
lotsof smooth curves, it’s certainly
thekind oficonicbuildingthat
dominatesitssurroundings. The
sheerambition of the Lone project
hasinspired othersin Rovinj
(whichisfastbecomeamecca
forstudents of contemporary
architecture), with the similarly
organic Hotel Amarin (designed
by Split-based Studio UP),and
3LHD’s Grand Hotel Park, proving
that corporateleisure architecture
canbeboth ground-breakingand
beautiful atthesametime.

Pula Post Office

Arguably Istria’sone outstanding
example of inter-war modernism,
thissubtly angularbuilding was
designedin 1933 by Angiolo
Mazzoni, an architect who
specialized in railway stations but
was frequently on hand todesign
other publicbuildings aswell.
Mazzoniwas careful to produce
practical buildingsthatserved
their purposebut neverleft out the
odd avant-garde detail: note the
swirly spiral staircase that ascends
fromthebuilding’s entrance lobby.

21 2019 Time Out Istria



Y,
/Search

forsta

Marc Rowlands meets
Croatia's best-known
astronomer Korado
Korlevic and learns
that not all is what it
seems at the world-
famous ViSnjan
Observatory.

'WE ARE LIVING in something called the
dream society,' begins Korado Korlevic¢ in
rather abstract fashion as we meet for lunch.
Standing well over six feet tall, aged 61, it is
not merely his imposing physical stature and
the wisdom of his years that make you submit
to his train of thought and listen intently; his
incredible reputation precedes him. Korado
Korlevi¢ is Croatia's most famous astronomer,
the public face of the ViSnjan Observatory. A
relatively small facility, located in continental,
northwest Istria, it no less holds a global
significance, thanks largely to Korlevi¢’s work.
As a result, he is a well-known face in Croatia's
media, called on to appear in TV discussion
shows, offering informed opinions on science
and the future. A kKindly, personable soul with
tremendous communication skills, he agrees
to these requests. But after no short time in
his company, it becomes apparent this is not
his main motivation. Neither is astronomy, for
that matter. Korado Korlevic is an educator.
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'Society is selling dreams. You can choose

if you want to be the buyer or the seller of
dreams. We teach that it is better to produce
than buy'.

The 'we'Korlevié refersto are his fellow
teachersin ViSnjan. For, although founded asan
observatory, the facility has grown tobecome
the ViSnjan Science and Education Centre.
InclassicIstrian fashion, it stands outside of
theregularschool system and curriculumin
Croatia. A privately funded centre of excellence
thatteachesthousandsof studentsofall
abilitiesbetweentheagesof11 and 18 from
across Croatia, italsowelcomes hundreds of
youngsters with an aptitude for science, who
travel fromall over the world to take partinits
internationally renowned summerschools. In
recentyears, over 150 students have visited the
campseach summer, travelling to Istria from
countriesasdiverse asFrance, India, Japan,
Canada, USA, Russia, Serbiaand Turkey, a
much more cosmopolitan cabal even than
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youwould find onIstrian beachesinthesame
period. Butwhy ViSnjan? Why Istria?

'Only stupid people make an observatory in
the north Adriatic,' says Korlevi¢, halflaughing,
halfserious. 'You have clouds, rain and fog. But
itisnotthe place ofthe observatory which is
important.Itisaplacetowhichkids cantravel.
Itwould be better to make an observatory
ononeofour mostremoteislands, orona
mountaininthedesertin Namibia. Noclouds,
nolight pollution, nonothing. Butit would be
uselesstodosobecause nobody could come.'

Although heusesIstria'seasyaccessibility as
anexplanation, Korlevi¢ does so modestly. For
KoradoKorlevié, like hisancestors before him,
hasalwaysbeeninIstria. Anditis probably true
tosaythat without his foresight, determination
and independent nature of thinking, the obser-
vatory oreducation centre would exist here atall.

'Iwaslivinginaplace where you canreally see
thestars,'recalls Korlevié of his youth spentin
thelocal vicinity. 'But, itdoesn't actually mean

anythingifyoujustgooutside and seelittle
dotsintheskywithout knowingwhatthey are.
Ireallyonly saw the stars after Istarted toread
aboutthem. Afterreading, Irealised just how
immensespaceis.'

Booksabout the stars were not the only thing
the youthful Korlevic¢ read. A gifted student
withacurious mind, by the eighth grade he had
read all of the books in hisschoollibrary. But, in
atraithe nowsees mirrored in hissome ofhis
ownstudents fromthelocale, hisambitions did
not match his abilities. He had every intention
ofbecomingablacksmith oratractordriver.

'Often, ifyou ask kids “What would you like
tobecome?”, many would say “A receptionistin
Porec”, “Awaiter”, “A cook”. But when you are
working with these kids you see that you have
the potential in your hands of a Nobel Prize
winner. Their hopesaresolow'

After othershad toalmostforce himto
attend awell-regarded school in Pula, where his
sponge-like mind could finally get the exercise it

needed, he completed hisstudies and shrugged
offthe opportunity of pursuing high academia.
Instead, hereturned to ViS§njan totake up a post
asateacherinanelementaryschool.

Whilestillastudentthere,in 1976, he had
already co-founded an astronomical society
alongside another student and histeacher. After
leaving his post at the elementaryschool, this
modest club, through histirelessendeavours,
would eventually become the major observa-
toryand educational centreitistoday, its facili-
tiesbolstered over the years by donations from
private supporters and admiring sectorsof the
international astronomical community. But it
wasnotalways aneasyride.

'InYugoslavia, the only place where you could
coatopticswasatamilitary factoryin Sarajevo,’'
remembers Korlevié¢ of the timesof warinthe
'90s. His observatory had already suffered a
major setbackwhen Yugoslavia disintegrated as
all of their contacts for sharinginformation had
previously beenin Russia.

'Andsothetelescopebecameanoptical
instrumentofthe Bosnia army. Ireceived
aletterthroughthe Red Crossin'93 from
acommandersaying “lam wounded. And
probably the telescope will be lost. Sorry”. So,
westarted tobuild anew one from scratch. It
cost75 Deutschmarks, about 35 Euros. But,
attheend ofthe war, the Bosnian commander
managed tosave the opticsand returned
them. Wenolongerusethem,itisjustatthe
observatory as part of our history. Butitisalsoa
partofthe history of Sarajevo.'

Afterthe observatorybecame fully
functional again following the war, Korlevié
morethan madeup forlosttime. Inthe period
justfrom 1996t02001, hediscovered 947
asteroidsand participated inthe discovery
ofafurther110, placinghim asthe18th most
productive tracer for asteroids of all time.

Over 1400 asteroids have been discovered in
Vi$njan, making it the twelfth most productive
observatoryofall time.

'We are asmall observatory, run by teachers
and students, yet we are the fourth observatory
inthe world in terms of support for potentially
hazardousobjectswhich might hitthe Earth,’
says Korlevi¢ matter-of-factly. 'We do 38 per-
centofthe workin that field for the world. If you
compare uswith our peers, the Chinese Acad-
emy of Science, with 13 full-time employees, or
the European Space Agency...'

Asalien-lookingwithinthe
beautiful natural surroundings
of sleepy, continental Istriaas
the objects far from Earth which
itobserves, ViSnjan observatory,
despiteitssignificanceand
achievements, is viewed by
Korlevi¢ assomewhatofaployina
greaterscheme.

'"The observatory forusislike
thebaitforafisherman,' hesays,
smilingwarmly. 'Itis bright, shiny,
sparkly, exciting. But really we only
useittoattractthelittle fish. Thatis
astronomy.'
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'In classic
Istrian
fashion,
theVisnjan
Science and
Education
Centre stands

outside of the
regular school
systemand
curriculumin
Croatia.'

Now somewhat derisive of the science of
astronomy, Korlevi¢ hashelped directtheedu-
cational centreintowhat heregardsasmore
pioneeringand prescientareas. The centre now
holdsabiological laboratory, ageological labora-
tory,alabforadvanced technologiesand robotics,
Korlevi¢beingofthe opinion thatthe mostvalu-
ablesciencesofthe future will be biology, astrobi-
ology, artificial intelligence, roboticsand genetics.

Despite the gradual shift in focus, the same
ethosliesatthe heart of Korlevié'steaching
process. Eschewing the systems of modern edu-
cation, which manythink of asan exercisein
learning and repetition in order to passexams,
Korlevi¢'sapproachistounlockthe potential of
themindandtoletitrun free,aided byimagina-
tionand unafraid tolearn by making mistakes.

'Oneof our key mottosis “Best practicesare
stupid”,' he says. 'Because, if you follow best
practices, at best you will always be second.
Sometimes this works for us, sometimesit does
not. But we alwaysteach our childrenthat they
havethe capacity tobe thefirst.'

Itisamodusoperandithat hasworked.
Despite ViSnjan being a quiet, 600 personvillage,
the alumni of Vi$njan Science and Education
Centre cannow be found asleadersintheir fields
intheworld of science and academia. Former
students now attend universities like Harvard
and Cambridge and graduatesinclude Marija
Jurié, aPhD from Princeton, winner of NASA's
Astronomy and Astrophysics Research Fellow-
shipand aprofessorat the University of Wash-
ington. Also, Silvia Gradecak, alecturerat the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT),
MarinaRejkuba, an astronomer at the European
Southern Observatory and Marina Brozovié, who
works detecting dangerous asteroidsinthe Jet
Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena.

Despite the far-flung diaspora of former
students, theirteacherremainsathomeinthe
peaceful village of Visnjan, teaching by day,
watchingthe skies by night and venturing
home foronly afew hoursdaily toenjoythe
company of his wife and the menagerie of
rescued animals theykeep at theirhome. But,
havingearned such aname for himselfonthe
global stage of astronomy, had Korlevié¢ never
considered travelling away from the gently
rollingslopes of vineyards and olive groves that
surround Vis$njan, in pursuit of thisscience?

'If you are alone, itis simple to travel. If
you have a family, itisdifficult. If you have
students, itisimpossible,’'
says Korado Korlevié, asaman
adamant his calling was greater
thanthe pursuit of career. 'In
the'90sIhad an offer to move
to Arizonatotake a position
there, butthen one of the kids
asked me ‘Professor, what will
happen with us when you go
away?'Iunderstood thenthatI
had norighttogo.Ifeltlikethe
path oflearning they were on was
somethingIhad promised them
that we would do together. And so
thatiswhatIdid.' Marc Rowlands.
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Reading Istria

Jonathan Bousfield blazes
Istria’s literary trail.

‘HE CHOSE AN ISLAND in the Adriatic, not
far off the Istrian coast... But the air was heavy,
it rained, the hotel guests were provincial and
Austrian, and he missed that close, calming
contact with the sea that only a beach of soft
sand can provide. It wasn’t exactly the place he
had been looking for.’

Thusbeginsthe holiday of middle-aged
professor Gustav von Aschenbach, protagonist
of Thomas Mann’s celebrated novella Death in
Venice. By far the best-known literary descrip-
tionof theIstrianisland of Brijuni, itis hardly
the glowingendorsement thelocal tourist board
might have wanted. Thomas Mann visited Bri-
juniwith hiswifein May 1911, butsoontired of
the place and headed for the city of canalsand
gondolasinstead. Here Mann came acrossthe
peopleand placesthatinspired the rest of his
story. And instead of writing abook that might
have gonedown in history as Life on Brijuni, he
wrote Death in Venice instead.

Theideaofagrumpyold Mann fleeingeve-
ryoneelse’sidea of paradiseisan appropriately
ambiguousintroductiontoIstria’s fleeting pres-
enceinworld literature. The peninsula certain-
lyboastsenough bookish references tokeepthe
guide-bookwriters happy: fourteenth-century
scribe Dante mentionsthe scattered graveyards
of Pulainthe Divine Comedy, Jules Verne uses
Pazinasalocationin his 1885 adventure Mathi-
asSandorf, and James Joyce famously spent the
winter of 1904-5 teaching English to Austrian
navy officersin Pula. However Dantelived a
ratherlongtimeago, and thereisnoevidence
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heactually visited Pula in person. We know for
surethatJules Verne never set footin Pazin,
relyinginstead on postcards sent to him by the
local mayor. James Joyce did spend six months
inPulabuthisdislike of thecityislegendary, his
lettersdescribing the place as ‘aback-of-God-
speed place —anaval Siberia’. Istria for Joyce
was ‘alongboring place wedged into the Adriat-
ic, peopled by ignorant Slavs who wear red caps
and colossal breeches.’ Thelocals were at least
forgivingenough to give Joyce astatue, which
canbeseensitting outside the Uliks (“Ulysses”)
caféinthecentre of Pula.

The habitual belittlement and humiliation
ofthelstrian people inspired Croatian writer
Vladimir Nazor to produce the one work of
literature with which almost all locals identify.
VeliJoZe (“BigJoe”)isthetale of atall gangly
Istrian peasant whois exploited and abused
byItalian-speaking masters. Big-hearted
JoZerefusestogounder,and in Nazor’s
handsbecomes ametaphor for the quiet
dignity of Istria’slong-suffering countryfolk.
Intended asa patriotic fable for children and
youngadults, Veli JoZe may well contain
lessons for the contemporary foreigner too:
neverunderestimate the Croats, especially
when playing them at football. Veli JoZe was
translated into English by Martin Mayhew for
Rijeka’sNaklada Kvarnerin2015, althoughit’s
quite hardtoget hold of.

Slightly easierto find is British novelist Tony
White’sunderrated travelogue Another Fool
inthe Balkans (2006), one of those perceptive
and offbeat books that offersomethingofan
antidote tothe straw-hatted, Zorba-ate-my-
donkey narratives that blight English-language
travel writing elsewhere. Itdevotesagood
ninety pagestoIstriaand standsupvery
well asaninformed and sympathetic travel
companion. When it comes to Pula, White is
intrigued by the James Joyce connections
butdoesn’tallowthemtolead him astray,
embarkinginstead onan
unorthodoxagendaofhisown. He
goesoffinsearch of Pula’s historic

moviestar Igor Galo, and props
upthebaratthecultcafé oflocal
boxinglegend Mate Parlov. Each of
these questsreveals aspectsofthe
citythatotherbooksrarelyreach.

Elsewhere, thereisnoshortage
of writerswho have cometo

gonehomewith asatchel full
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'Instead of
cinemas, tracks down Seventies’ writi nga

book that
might have
gone down in
history as Life
on Brijuni, he
wrote Deathin hardtogethold of -thisistheone
Istriainsearch ofinspiration and Venice'

of scribbles. It’sjust that they’re not always
availableinthe Englishlanguage. Thereis
howeverone greatIstrian novel which does
haveaninternational reach, and it comes from a
quarterthatdoes noteasily fitinto the Croatian
national canon. Here the subjectsare notthe
Croats, but theItalians who were pressured to
leave the peninsula after World War II. Fulvio
Tomizza’s Materada (named after the village
between Buje and Umag where Tomizza was
born) setsabitter familyland-feud against the
backdrop of asociety slowly beingtorn apart.
Writtenin the style of an Italian Neo-realist
film, Materada evokes the gritty, hard-working
culture of the part-Italian, part-Croatian

rural population. Significantly, itissetin the
early yearsof communismand examinesthe
ambiguities of the new order: the wily and

the resourceful jump onto the bandwagon of
the newregime, while those who
allow themselves the luxury of
critical distance are manipulated
orelbowed aside. Despite being
ahitinItalyinthe 1960s(where
Tomizzahad movedin1954),
Materadawasn’ttranslated into
Croatian until 1986. Hopefully,
the English version (Northwestern
University Press, 1999)is nottoo

Istrian novel thatis worth slipping
intoyourtravel bag.
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Music

THE COAST OF ISTRIA can rightly claim
to be the earliest Croatian destination of
the modern tourist era, its beautiful towns

M ' PP e e, / T L < ; o ‘t‘ S T : - ’ ® i = beaches made accessible to the elites of
' - <y . Yo o = SN - el ) wp a - -4 Europe via the country's first international rail
us I c 't . \ - o N g - o r e ; i ; ‘ connection. But in the century that's passed,
; A S ST y L T O b b g j | ol . improved transportation has gone on to reveal
.""“ ‘mt - S the whole of Croatia. Dubrovnik, Split and
il its islands took centre stage in the story of
Croatian tourism, stealing the limelight from
the sparkling northwestern peninsula.
Allthatbegantochangetenyearsagowith
thearrival of the international festival scenein
Pula. First came Outlook Festival, theleading
global event of the UK-born bass musicscene,
whichincorporatesdrumn'bass, reggae,
dubstep and subgenres. Next, its sister festival
Dimensions appeared with aswish lineup of
world-conquering house and techno DJs. Not
onlydid the music of these festivals draw global
plaudits, butsodid the festival site, Fort Punta
Christo. Its sprawling arenas were enhanced
withlights, sound and production that marked
theseeventsasthebestin Croatiaand among
the greatestin Europe. And when the press
started to publish pictures of the festivals
openingconcerts, held within the spectacular
backdrop ofthe city's astonishingly well-
preserved amphitheatre, readers were amazed.
Pula’smusicfestivalssuddenly topped many's
must-dolists. Within the decade, Pulabecame
the third most googled placein Croatiabehind
Dubrovnikand Zagreb.
Butthearrival of these two international
eventsisn’tthestartorend ofthestory. Croatia's
festival scene evolvesevery year. Istria's festival
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scene may welllook different in future seasons,
butit’s essential to know that whatever shape
ittakes, it’sone moulded notonly by the last
decadebutbya27-yearhistory of homegrown
effortsinthearea.

'Atthe start of the 90s it wasthe only place
you could hold festivalsin Croatia,' says Vedran
Meniga, whose Seasplash reggae festival is
very much Croatia's own precursor to Outlook
and hasbeen held in Pulasince 2003. It was his
expertisein holdingthe event whichled tothe
arrival of the twointernational festivalsand
tohis Pozitivan Ritam organisation becoming
partnersinboth. 'Inthe rest of the country
therewaswar, butinIstria, there wasnoarmed
conflict,sothiswasthe natural starting point.'
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BorninSibenik, Meniga had moved to
Zagrebtoattend university in the '90s, where
he formed Abrakha-Dub-R, one of Croatia's
firstdubreggae bands. Touring interna-
tionally, his musical path led him to Monte
ParadisoinPula, apunkfestival which, at27
yearsold, is Croatia'slongest running. After
becominginvolved with its organisers and
thenits production, his experiences, coupled
with his enthusiasm for reggae, inspired him
tofound the reggae-dedicated Seasplash in
the same city.

'"Thatwas our background,' he says, 'DIY,
punkrock. Wejustapplied thattoreggae and
dub. Thestarting point for doingsohad been
what was happeningin the UK, with punkbands

Sea Star Festival

Qutlook Festival

like The Clash, Ruts and Stiff Little Fingers
bringing reggae intotheirsound.'

Contacts Meniga made while touringinter-
nationally were invited to contribute to Sea-
splash'sfirsteventin Pulainthelate ‘90s. Audi-
enceswere attracted from notonly the nearby
locale, but from all over war-ravaged Croatia,
plusItaly and Slovenia. The template was set.

'After seven or eight years of Seasplash we
received arequest from the UK organisers of
OutlookFestival,' he remembers. 'They'd had
adisappointing second year and most ofthe
problems had come about because of their new
sitein Novaljawhich they'd moved to from their
first near Zadar. They called us to Pag for help
with some aspectsofthe production, lights,
backline, technicians and so on. We did our bit,
butattheend, Isawthat they were still not satis-
fied with thelocation. So, Iinvited them to come
toPulatoseewhatwe had been doingthere.
Whentheydid, they decided immediately that
theywanted to continuein Pula.'

The festival site at Fort Punta Christo was not
withoutitsdifficulties. But Meniga had already
held Seasplashinthree differentlocationsin
Pula. With Pozitivan Ritam's help, Outlook held
averysuccessful first yearin the city.

'In 1993 when we first started there were no
venues, nomusic media. Everythinghad been
destroyed,' says Meniga, whowas the original
promoter to present Fort Punta Christoasan
eventspace atthe first Seasplash festival. "That's
onereasonwestarted tolookatold forts, three or
fouraround Pula, and to clean them up. Today,
ifyoulookatatourist map or website for Pula,
oneofthe firstthings youwill seeis Fort Punta
Christo. Before 1993, it wasn't even on the map.
Inthattime, people were usingit asagarbage
dump, taking its stones tobuild new houses.'

From an unused and forgottensiteonthe
city'soutskirts, Fort Punta Christobecame the

.pulainfo.hr




global centre for the UK-derived bass music
scene. Although this massively popular youth
movement had regular clubnights,ithad no
dedicated festival, no annual focal pointand
nowhere for agrowing number of international
fanstoexperience thissound. With Outlook's
arrival at Fort Punta Christo, all of that changed.
Itssuccess ensured sister event Dimensions was
amorethanviableexpansionand the attention
lavished onthe amphitheatre'sopening
concerts putthe venue on the world stage; its
trackrecord of holding operaand folk concerts
hasnow grown to include visits from some of
rock music's big hitters, such asPink Floyd's
David Gilmourand, in 2019, the Foo Fighters.

Thefestival sceneisatransitoryand ever-
evolvingbeastand thisyear, Pula's event
calendaris changing. For the first timesince
the '90s, Seasplash willnotbe heldin Pula,

Time Out Istria 2019

butinSibenik. Thissurprise hasbeen added
tobyannouncements from both Outlookand
Dimensionsthat 2019 will be their final year
atFort Punta Christo. Although this news was
shocking, there are many reasons to be hopeful
aboutIstria’s festival future. Notonly isthere
asummer of riotous funtobe had atthelast
Outlookand Dimensions events, but Meniga
isadamantthatthisisnottheend for Pulaas
ahost for world-class festivals. His glowing
smilewhendiscussing the future of acity
he'soperated in for almost 30 yearsis reason
enough tobe optimistic. 2019 also sees the city
of Umag, innorthern Istria, host the third Sea
StarFestival, its organisers from Serbia’s Exit
Festival helpingto attract many thousands of
visitorstothecity. Istria's standing as one of
Europe's key festival and live musiclocations
looks more than assured.

Sea Star Festival
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TOP FIVE
FESTIVALS
IN ISTRIA

Labyrinth Open

Itlooksasthoughthe popularannual edition of
this Belgian franchise might be skippingayear
fromitsusual site in Omis, Dalmatia. But rav-
erscan console themselves with thisnew event
inPore¢ which promises 36 hours of non-stop
techno. The eventwill use several locations
inthetown, beginning on Friday nightat club
Bybloswith an extended session featuring Pan-
Pot, aka German duo Tassilo Ippenbergerand
Thomas Benedix. They will bejoined there by
compatriot and Berghain resident Marcel Fen-
gler. Getting the headliners out of the way first
isagoodidea, because thelength ofthis con-
tinuous party may require too much stamina
forsome. The party movestothebeach forthe
daylight hours of Saturday, making it perhaps
the country's first outdoor dance music event of
theseason. ItheadsbackindoorsatclubZodiak
forSaturday night and Sunday morning. Also
appearingonthebill are lots of homegrown DJs
including Mozer, Bronski and Andrea Ljekaj

-> Various Venues, Pore¢ (facebook.com/

labyrinthopen). April 26-28.

Sea Star Festival

Though Croatia getslots of plaudits forits
summertime dance music festivals, there'sno
denyingthatone ofthe biggest success stories of
theregionis Exit Festival, held annually in Novi
Sad, Serbia. These guys know athing or two
about puttingon an attention-grabbing festival
thatdrawsaninternational audience and so
itwasnosurprisetoseethemtrytheirhandat
stagingan eventin Umag. Successful previous
editionsin2017 and 2018 brought thelikes of
TheProdigytotheirgrand stage whichliesin
the shadow of the venue where the famous ATP
Croatia Openisheld, with approximately 80,
000visitors from Italy, Slovenia, Austria, the
UK and all over Croatia attending the weekend,
many filling hotel roomsin the nearby Stella
Marisresort. Thisyear’sevent sees German
trance-technolegend Sven Vath and Nina
Kravizappear as headliners.

-> Stella Maris Resort, Umag (seastarfestival.com). May 24-25.

Lighthouse Festival

This Austrian brand haslooked unsettled since
arrivingin Croatia, asthoughsstillsearching
forthe perfecthome. Indeed, rumoursabound
they’re movingto Obonjanisland in Dalmatia.
Though thelineup fortheir 2019 eventisyet
toberevealed, thelocationisstill Lanterna,
atthetip ofa peninsulabetween Novigrad

and Porec. Thesite isone ofthe best in Croatia
forbeach parties, withdancersdippingin

and outofthe ocean enjoyingspectacular
sunsetsasabackdroptothebeats. Organisers

alsohold abeautiful-lookingeventin Cape
Town, South Africa, so they really know how to
chooseagoodspot forashindig. With previous
editions having brought the likes of Blawan,
Dopplereffekt, Egyptian Lover, Jeff Mills, Black
Coffee, Jackmaster, Kenny Larkin, Martin
Buttrich, Gerd Janson, Jeremy Uunderground,
DJKoze, Axel Boman, Juan Atkinsand
Rodriguez Jr, youshould expect nothing less
thantheverybestinunderground techno,
house and electro.

-> Lanterna, Porec (lighthousefestival.tv). May 29-June 2.

Dimensions Festival

Celebratingitsfinal year at Fort Punta Christo
and Pula Arena (though not necessarily their

finalyearinIstriaor Pula), expect Dimensions
topull outall the stops for the end of a thrilling
chapterinIstria's festival scene.2019 seesthe

likes of Omar-S, Peggy Gou, Nina Kraviz, Joy
Orbison, Helena Hauff, dBridge, Gilles Peter-
son, Call Super, Andrew Weatherall and Craig
Richardsplay atthe fort, while the arena open-
ingconcert will be handled by Objekt, Hunee
and headliner Jeff Mills who will incorporate
Afrobeat rhythm pioneer Tony Allen into his
live performance. Alternative sounds on-site
come from Sadar Bahar, Awesome Tapes From
Africaand Mr. Scruff, pummelingtechno from
Blawan and DVS1, electro from DJ Stingray and
DJBone plusDMX Krew and Radioactive Man,
both of whom will perform live. Otherlive acts
appearinginclude Larry Heard aka Mr. Fingers,
Octave One and Dam-Funk.

-> Fort Punta Christo, Stinjan, near Pula

(dimensionsfestival.com). Aug 28-Sept 2.

Outlook Festival

When it comestobass music, the UK-derived
scenethatincorporates garage, dubstep, hip-
hop, dub,drum ‘n’bass and reggae, there really

Dimensions Festival

isnomore important annual fixture than Out-
look. Notonlyisthe festival significant for this
youth movement, itis also the starting point

for positioning Pula as one of the most famous
destinationsin Croatia. Like Dimensions, it
waves goodbye to Fort Punta Christoand Pula
Arenathisyearafteradecade of hedonistic
antics. Chase & Status, Bugzy Malone, Goldie
(live) and dBridge are among the main site head-
linerswith Andy C, Shy FX (live), Gentleman’s
Dub Cluband Mala performingat the opening
concertinthe Amphitheatre. Grooverider, LTJ
Bukem, Calibre and Randall representdrumn’
bassatthe mainsite, grime and rap contributors
include Ghetts, D DoubleE, Aitch and Unknown
T, with Channel One Soundsystem, Iration Step-
pasand S Sister Nancy & Legal ShotSound being
amongthereggae contingent. Alsoappearing
areDJZinc, My Nu Leng & Dread MC, JoKer,
Matt Jam Lamont, Chimpo, MC Fox, Chunky
and MCDRS, DJRap and Holy Goof.

-> Fort Punta Christo, Stinjan near Pula

(outlookfestival.com). Sept 4-9.

Outlook Festival
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Iva Stojkovié
Pularesident Iva Stojkovié¢
! opened her funkyjewellery
_ businessin 2009, releasing three
Ry collections using plexiglassand
" threenewer collections of 'light'
jewellery. Thisisupcyclingatits
best-the materialssheusesare
often cast-off pieces of materials
used byindustry which Ivaturns
intobeautiful and imaginative
designs. Herjewelleryisavailable
atoutletsin Rovinj, atthe Museum
of Contemporary Artin Zagreb,
and at her own store Komowhich
openedinPulain2014.Thereshe
sellsselected clothes, home décor,
accessories and jewellery, most
of whichisdesigned and made
inCroatia. Newto hershelvesis
Komo'sin-housebrand of thesame
name, which sellsbelts, bracelets,
bagsand otheraccessories, all

( i
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Karli¢ Truffella blanc

The Karlié family’s truffle business
wasestablishedin 1966 from
Paladini near Buzet, the skills
forsourcingthelocaldelicacy
passed down from grandfather
todaughterand nowtothethird
generation, who continueto
expand their catalogue of truffle-

Made

-
!% %r designed by Iva. based products. Aside fromselling
py = fresh, preserved and frozen family-
= L sourced truffles, the family also
[ ] = = makeliquor, oils, sausages, pates,
2 = cheeseand honey infused with
I I = :_ black orwhite truffles.In 2015,
| - the company becamethe firstin
. theworld tomanufacture awhite
Add these beautiful chocolate and truffle spread,
Istrian products to your thanks tothe home experiments
shopp ing list. of sweet-toothed sonIvan. )
There'sadarkchocolate version
availabletoo.
~ \
STASA \ //A \
StaSa Doblanovi¢ wasborn and raised in Pula, — . 4 lﬁ
where her mother's position as a costume S i
designer piqued herinterestin textiles froman < L.

early age. She created her own brand STASA in
2013 whilestill astudent. Her contemporary
womenswear uses minimalist, cleanand
geometric cuts. The designsareinspired
byeverything from modern architecture
tocontemporary Asian fashion and made
sustainablyin Labin and Pula. Her clothing has
wonawardsin Croatia, been featured at London
Fashion Week and graced the pages of British
fashion bibles Vogue and Glamour.

| ‘ Koza
y Whenlooking foran outlet for her
handmade accessories, Zagreb-
7 bornDora Zori¢i¢ and brother
Velibor fellin love with the Istrian
seaside town of Porec, boughta
house and opened their store on
theground floorin 2006. They
spend much of the summer season
there, attracting the attention of
visitorswith Dora’s eye-catching
designs, which she usually makes
inthe workshop at their newer
Zagreboutlet. Totally handmade,
her designsare often inspired by
theshapesofleathersheobtains,
often not knowingjust what she'll
makeuntilshe holdsthe raw
materialsin her hands.
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Istriain
tendishes

On the coast or inland, Istria’s fresh,
seasonal dishes from the sea and the
fields attract carloads of Italians over the
border at weekends. Here’s ten dishes
you shouldn’t leave Istria without trying.

GASTRONOMY IS A WAY of life in Istria, its peasant
traditions, fresh, seasonal ingredients and inventive chefs
combining to make this small peninsula the destination
of choice for epicureans. Italians flood across the border
on Sundays to sample the best of it. The celebrated use
of truffles, to season steaks or added to chocolate cake, is
only one example of the sophisticated dishes on offer.

Although good food can be found in most towns, resorts
andvillages, even remote outposts, certain establishments
putthewhole package together - ingredients, expertise,
serviceand setting —to produce something truly
memorable.

Herelocal produce meanslocal, bestillustrated amid the
stand-outrestaurantsin the gastronomic hubaroundthe
modest communities of Brtonigla and Buje.

Truffles

Istriaisall about truffles: look out
forrestaurantswith the ‘tartufo
vero’ sign, which meansthey’ve
met Istria’s high standards
forhandlingand servingthe
delicacy.InLivade, weekends
inOctoberseethejudgingofthe
best truffle, cookery classesand
truffle auctions:itisalso home
toIstria’s most famous truffle
restaurant, Zigante.

Time Out Istria 2019

Mussels

Fresh mussels can be delivered to most
restaurant tablesinIstriawithinanhouror
two. These are then prepared buzara-style,
whichistosay gently in white wine, olive oil,
garlicand fresh herbs, notathousand miles,
inculinary termsatleast, from the French
moules mariniéres. Seatruffles are usually
cooked in the same way, although scallops,
particularly around Novigrad, are grilled and
served au gratin.

Prsut

Usually offered as astarter, ham (prSut)isa
real Istrian speciality, air-cured thanks tothe
chillingborawind. Lookout, too, for kobasice,
succulent sausages, not for the faint-hearted.

-

Oysters
Croatian oysters have amore
intense flavour than their Atlantic
counterpart. The mostrenowned
varieties come from the Limski
kanalinIstria. The adventurous
traveller will be rewarded by
finding casual vendors purveying
divine oystersbytheside ofthe
road or from a makeshift outlet, as
freshasitgets. Thesearealsosold
onthespot, and swallowed down
withadash oflemon.
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Steak

Inlandrestaurantsare generally
meat-oriented, menuslisting
steaks, veal, lamb and ombolo,
porkloin, alocal favourite.

Fritaja
SimilartoIstrian fish and meat, fresh seasonal
greensare worth writinghome about. If you’re
hereinthespring, don’t miss out on wild
asparagus, often served fritaja, chopped upand
mixed with scrambled eggs.

Boskarin

ThisIstrian oxwas abeast of burden, having
ploughed fields for generations. At some point
inthe 1990s, itsnumbersbarely reached

three figures. Then, with the revival of the
regional wine and olive-oil industries, a few
adventurous farmers beganto turnonce more
tothetraditional, grey, long-horned cattle their
forefathers would have reared. Top restaurants
beganto feature it on their menus, usually
served with classicIstrian pastavarieties such
as fuZzi (noodle twists), pljukanci (thin tubes)
and njoki (gnocchi).
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Supa

Partnutrition, partdrinkand
100 percenttraditional issupa,
awarmred wine, usually Teran,
mulled with olive oil, sugarand
black pepper, and presented
inanearthenwarejugwith
slightly overtoasted bread used
fordunking.

Fritule

Little battered doughnutballs dusted with
powdered sugar and filled with rum and raisins.
Different households may add a touch of lemon
zestor grated orange peel here and there, but
thekey hereissharing. Mention must be made
oftop-quality Istrian honey, aspeciality around
Motovunand Livade.

HTARS KA SUPR

1{ Terana

Manestra

Other greenswillappearin
manestra, avegetable soup not
dissimilarto minestrone, though
vegetarians should beware that
some chefsalsochucksome meat
intothepot.

2019 Time Out Istria
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BREWERY

CROATIAN CRAFT BEER

Evoking ‘80s Italian Riveria with
a modern Adriatic twist

ADRIATIC COASTING AGENCY ARTISTS
ABEL - ANTONIO ZUZA - BIG DANNY KANE - BOBBY BEIGE
CARLITO - DEAN SUNSHINE SMITH - DJ BRKA - ELEPHANT HUMP (LIVE)
FELVER - ILIJA RUDMAN - IVA - JACK TYSON CHARLES (LIVE)
KOZMONAUT - LEFTFOOT DJ'S - LUKADELUX - M.I.L.E.
MATE KOKIC - MATIJA DUIC - NICK COLGAN - PEPI JOGARDE
TIPURA - WILLIAM COLLINS - YOUR NAME - ZAK

For further information & artist bookings - tours and tap takeovers - venue playlists & event consultation:

please contact pepi@thegarden.hr

Rate Beer Best New Brewery

BREWERY e TAPROOM  STREETFOOD * VENUE

Slavonska avenija 22f Zagreb Croatia
www.thegarden.hr/brewery
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glorlous food

Istria is packed with culinary
events to satisfy all palates

Time Out Istria 2019

ISTRIA'S FAMOUS GASTRONOMY offers
some of best wines, olive oils, truffles, seafood
and cured meats that you'll ever try! Produced
in this bountiful region over centuries, Istrians
hand down traditional methods of production,
ensuring quality remains at a constant
premium. Working traditionally means
Istrians are constantly aware of the changing
seasons and their produce emerges at various
times of the calendar. Such occasions are
celebrated with seasonal festivals which

are sometimes as ancient as the methods of
production themselves. Istria's food and drink
festivals often entertain the full family with
their attached entertainment programmes.
The following highlights from the region are
ones which should not-to-be-missed.

)
\ - The Festival 0fW|Id Edible and Medicinal Plants

The Festival of Wild, Edible
and Medicinal Plants

Lecturesand workshops provide a
fascinatingeducational sideto thisevent,
which celebratesitstenth anniversary
thisyear. Experts offer tipsin cultivation,
extraction and the medicinal use of plants and
herbs, and there are plenty of tasty recipesto
tryinthekitchen. Take home some of the all-
natural products, purchased directly fromthe
passionate producers who make them. Most
are more than happy totalktoyou about their
wares and how they should be used.
- Krsan, date (April)

Sparogada

For fansofthe delicacy, that thisisan asparagus
festivalisallyou'llneed toknowtoensurea
visit. But, even ifasparagusis not your favourite
vegetable, Sparogada's fantastic cultural and
sports programme should entice you. Take part

inBoc¢anje (boules) or table tennis tournaments,

orletthechildrenjoininspecial activities.
There'ssomething for every generation here,
with hikingand a fun run engagingthose
happiest beingactive. Compete in an asparagus
picking competition or watch the closely fought
oneforthelongest asparagus. If you prefera
more leisurely pace, walk around the stalls
sampling asparugus-based dishes made by
local caterers. For many, the event's highlight
isthe music programme where you can usually
watch some top-flight Croatian pop and rock
bandsalongside some fantastic traditional
musicslike klapa.

- Kastel, early April

Vinistra wine festival
Youoweittoyourselftoget to know Istria's
winesand thisevent, which isthe largest
international wine festival held in Croatia,
isthe perfect place todoso. Rubshoulders
with people who really know their wine, meet
producers and see the displays of the latest

S gl

winemakingequipment. Try some of the olive
oilsand spiritswhich are also evaluated here.
The main eventisnaturally the wine and some
of Croatia's greatest come from Istria. Takea
sipofeach variety they make hereand learn
why Istrian wine is globally recognised. Cold,
cured meats and cheeses are paired with the
wines and thislocal produceisthe perfect
accompaniment.

-> Porec, every May

Festival of Istrian manestra
Beneaththesmilesand theatre you'llsee on
Gracisce'smain square liesaseriously fought
competition. Depending on the season and
availability of ingredients, the traditional

dish of Manestra can be awildly varied affair,
andrecipescanbeargued abouteternally.
Pulses, vegetables, meats and herbs feature
prominently in thisthick stew/soup, which may
remind you of asuperior minestrone. Arrive
earlyintheafternoonifyouwanttolearnthe
secret family recipesand methods employed, or
arrive later, attheend of several hours cooking,
ifyoujustwanttojudge the results. The dishes
areusually finished justin time for dinnerin
theevening.

-> Gracisce, inJune

The Festival of Istrian pasta

Aftervisiting here, you'llhave nodoubtsabout
pasta'srightful placeinIstrian cuisine. Learnto
maketraditional and local pastashapes fromdab
handsattheworkshopsortry pastadishesmade
byexcellentchefswhoutilise afull range of Istri-
anproduce, includingseafood, meatsand veg-
etables.Snackonlocal cheeses and cured meats
whilessippingIstrianwine. Istria'solive oil are
globally recognised fortheir qualityand you'llsee
whywhentasting the range on offer here. Best of
all, you cantake home with you much of what you
tryhere. Held inatime of yearwhen the weather
isalways fine, youwill enjoy being outdoorsat
thisevent, with family or friends, the festival
beingparticularly pretty astheeveningdrawsin
asmuchofitislitwithlampsand candles.

- Zminj, during July,
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Food festivals
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Truffle Days in Buzet, Livade and Motovun

Truffle Days in Buzet,

Livade and Motovun

Marvel atthe findsofthis year's truffle hunting
season and celebrate thisancient and elusive
delicacy within an area famed forsuch. One
ofthe most prestigious ingredients of world
gastronomy, truffles are acommonplace
ingredientof Istrian cooking, available on

the menu year-round at many of the regions
specialised restaurants. At Truffle Days, the
whole of Istria's truffle culture is condensed
intooneevent, sohereyoucanlearnallabout
truffles as well assample dishes and products
which useboth theblackand white variety,
both of which are sourced within eyesight of the
event'ssite. Regular dishessuch as pastadishes
will delight, otherssuch as truffle flavoured

ice cream might come as more of a surprise, as
willsome ofthe pricesreached at the auction of
particularly grand specimens.

-> September / autumn

Subotina Festival

Thisfestival stretchesbacklongerthanthe
memory ofitsoldest attendees. Youwon't
failtobe fascinated and touched by this
heartwarmingexample of acommunity's
determination to pay tribute and keep alive
distinct folkloric traditions. Localsdressin
traditional costume, some singingand dancing
tomusicunique fromtheregion, while artisans
demonstrate carpentry, stonemasonry, basket-
weavingand other traditional skills. The
culinary highlight of this September festival
seesagiant omelette, usinga huge amount of
locally sourced truffles, prepared foroneand all
onthetown'ssquare.

- Buzet, September

Chestnut Fair

Walkaround any Croatian town in autumn or
winter and the aromaofroasting chestnutsis

bound to hityou at some point, the scent usually

coming from an outdoor vendor who braves
thecold allseason. Nowinitseleventh year, the
Chestnut Fairin Oprtaljencourages residents
toharvest this nut which grows abundantlyin
thelocale.Notonlydoesthis helpthemaddto
theirhouseholdincome, it also contributes over
atonofchestnutstothisevent's proceedings.
Andyougettotrytheresults! Munchona
variety of chestnut based cakes and desserts or
buyarange of products which are derived from
the nut. Otherseasonal food optionsare also
available at the event forthose of youwhoaren't
nutty about nuts.

- Oprtalj

International Prosciutto Festival
Nowinits 13thyear, the International
ProsciuttoFestival in Tinjanisone ofthe
leadingevents of its kind notjustin Croatia
butalsointheregion. Asyouwanderaround
vendorsslicing thin strips offboned meat, you'll
beabletosee producers from Italy, Slovenia,
Germany, Austria, Spain and all over Croatia.
Mostwill advise that the cured delicacyis
bestexperienced with aglass of wine and

maybe some fine cheese. Luckily, Istria has
bucketloads ofboth, notleast at this occasion.
Istrian people refer to prosciutto as vijulin,
meaningviolinand they prize theirlocal variety
aboveall others, thankstoitstaste, smell,
colour, texture and freshness. Towork off some
ofthe calories you mightacquire here, take
partinthe programme of sports, culture and
entertainment which accompanies the festival.
The programme engages attendees of all ages
and interests.

-> Tinjan

Istrian Grappa Fair

Aswellasfamously beingcalled the smallest
townintheworld, Humis known as a producer
of medicinal grappa, asharpdrink, strongin
alcohol, which is made from mistletoeand
herbs. Locally, the town is also famous for
holdingtheIstrian Grappa Fair. Thisyear's
eventisits19thannual edition and here you
cantry homemade grappa/rakija/brandy made
fromavariety ofingredientsincluding cherry,
quince, plum, grape, honey and walnut, as well
asthe famousand uniquelocal versions.

-> Hum, October

Days of New Olive Oil

Prior to Christmas and Advent festivities,
which are celebrated all acrossIstria (and
quite spectacularly soin Porec), Istria’s last
main gastro fest of the year comesin the form
ofthe Days of New Olive Oil. Istrian olive oil
isfrequently cited asthe world'sbest and the

very same connoisseurs who say sowill often
speakwith passion about an oil's freshness
holdingthe secret toits superiority. Here you'll
learnjust why. The small city of Vodnjan is

the centre of olive oil productioninthe area
andevenifyou're notaconnoisseur you'll
recognise thatthere’s something extra special
about tasting the year’s new product, fresh
fromthe press. Celebrating 15 yearsin 2019,

International Prosciutto Festival

the event offers opportunity to tastea huge
variety of oilsand many dishes which use it.
You can watch cooking masterclasses, and be
refreshed by the beers and wines which are
paired with what's on offer. An accompanying
sports programme will help you warm up,
should the bite of winter have started tonipin
thenightair.

-> Vodnjan, November

Days of New Olive Oil
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Karli¢ - the home
of the truffle

A family industry dating back more than 50 years, Karli¢ now offers visitors
the year-round opportunity to go on an authentic truffle hunt, as well as pick

TRUFFLES ARE more than just a sought-after
delicacy, a fungus found in dark forests, hag-
gled over then sprinkled on steak or pasta. In
Istria, they’re a lucrative industry. Not only
that, but it’s an industry of family-run business-
es, know-how passed down from generation
to generation. And not just between humans
- dogs, too, have to be trained for very specific
tasks that provide locals with a livelihood.

I'sonethingtositinatraditional tavern,
orkonoba, and order a classic Istrian dish fuZi
pastatwists, say, and savour the flavour of those
quality shaved truffles on top —butanotherto
appreciate the work that’s gone into putting
themonyour plate.

AvisittotheKarli¢ Estate in Paladini, near
Buzet, deepin truffle country, should change
allthat.

Morethanjust proffering truffle honey,
truffle paste, Istrian sausage with truffles,
truffle butter and special truffle graters, not
tomention loose truffles by the gram (white
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up quality produce created on-site.

onesbythekilorunintothousandsofeuros,
black ones hundreds), the Karli¢ familylays
onyear-round truffle hunts, an outdoor
adventure thatbrings homejust what this whole
businessinvolves. Surrounded by sun-dappled
forest, this hunt for hidden treasureis both
exhilarating and satisfying asthe truffle dogs
sniffout their prey. Two hourslater,
you'rebackaround the diningtable

were fewer localslookingaround them with
dogsandtorches.

Nearly 20yearslater, around the time of Croa-
tianindependence, Radmilaand her husband
Goransetuptheirown companyto continue
thetradition established by her parents, Ivan
and Danica, and uncle Lucijano. As the business
grew, sodid the family, and nowthe
third generation of Ivan, Ivanaand

] e
looking forward toadelicious feast The_ Karlic othersare very much part ofit.
concocted with the day’s catch. family lays on Theteam isaugmented by 12
Itwasbackin1966whena year-rou nd dogs of various breeds, all hardy,
certain Ivan Raspoli¢ setup inthis truffle hunts, and alltrained from the age of three
bletrade. H Id head out ths. By buryingthetruffle at
;’rfg)etrtelle vSo:)ils,etakeir‘;Vgoklllis ter(i-ayezlrl- an outdoor \r;(;ir:)u: degt}?sl:ﬁlr:agdog lerz:llrnse t?ow
old daughter, now Mrs Radmila advent_u re todigitupbyusingits pawsrather
Karli¢, with him, and the pair of that brmgs thanitsnose, a painstaking process
them would go hunting for truffles. home just of tuition and reward that moves
Atthetime, the Motovun Forest, what this seamlessly from play time to seri-
where these white and black pearls whol ouswork.
were found, was considerably more o_e JustastheKarli¢brand has
extensive than today — and there business expanded and developed, so
involves'
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nearby Buzet hasbecome the City of Truffles,
with major festivalsand annual events alongside
theregularyear-round trade as farasblack truf-
flesare concerned. As for white truffles, they are
onlyinseason from September until January.
This makesautumn theideal time to come to
Buzet. After an enlightening visit to the Karli¢
EstateinPaladini, youcanjoininthe funwhen

locals cookup the world’slargest frittata truf-
fle omelette, using more than 2,000 eggs and
10kgoftruffles. The frying pan alone weighs
1,000kg. Held at the focal point of Trg Fontana
onthesecond weekend of September, just
before the religious holiday of Saint Maria Mala,
the so-called Subotinaisthe curtain-raiser for
theseason-long Truffles Days, a culinary event

45

Advertorial

promotingthe region’s produce and cuisine,
firststagedin 2002.

Ifyou’relooking for somewhere to rest your
head after the hunt, the four-star VillaMaslina
hasaview of swirlingolive treesand accommo-
datesupto 12 guests. For smaller groups, there
aretruffle-themed apartmentsthat feel as rustic
and welcomingasthe family home.

Spring/Summer 2019 Time Out Istria
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Top five Istrian wines

THE AROMAS and tastes of each grape variety will vary depending on
the location of the vineyard, the soil (usually red or white clay) that it's
grown on, the wine's age and how it's been made in the winery. But
typically, here's a list of some of the characteristics you might find on

smelling the aromas and tasting the wines.

\ CHARMAT METHOD SPARKLING

Okay, we'recheating...it'snotagrape
'perse'butsomewinerieswhere
recentlythere'sbeen more formal
trainingare now producingdelicious
charmat method sparklingwines

fromthegrapelstrian malvazija.
PAIRING For celebrationsand an 5}_‘ .
_—— aperitif; or match toantipasti,

shellfish and fish dishes

WHITE MUSKAT (dessert white) \ ’
(Muskat bijeli momjanski)
Off-dry, soft, lighter dessert /

| wine (nothinglike a sticky sweet
Tokaji), notes of elderflower, net-
tles, lychees. |
PAIRING Soft blue cheeses, z )

| M |

pears, fruit flans, apple
fritule (dumplings)

- Become an Istrian wine expert

Follow the brown signs
They are everywhere, with the names of
wineries and wine roads to take.

Do your research

Pick up a copy of the IstrianTourist Board's
gastronomic guide published annually. It's not
definitive butit's a good starting point.

Knock on wood

You'll see handmade written and painted
‘Vino’ signs everywhere, from a farm gate to the
front door of a family house.They may also sell
olive oil,honey and even home-made cheese.

What you see is what you get

Remember a lot of producers make wine for
friends and family; it's often simply easy-drinking
table wine.The size of the winery, investmentin
tanks, barrels, equipment, bottles and branding
will show you what kind of wine it is.

Taste and then buy

Ifyou rock up, enjoy a tourand a tipple with
some Istrian hospitality, please buy something - this
shouldn't be about enjoying a free drink, in many
cases, it's their livelihood. Show your appreciation.

Practice the language

Although many speak English, trying your
language skills will go a long way to please.
Practice the basics in Croatian. Speaking Italian
will usually work too.

Turn water into wine

Don't be afraid to ask if you can fill up your
empty water bottle straight from the tank. Many
wineries are set up for this, watch the locals
arriving with empty five-litre bottles.

Go back to school
Most wineries offer group tastings.Around
100 kuna gets you an educational and informative

REFOSK (red)

Lighterred, fruity, mossy, black-
berries, vegetation and hedgerow
PAIRING Prsut, salami, hard cheeses,
tomato-based sauces with
pastaorgnocchi

TERAN (red)

Earthy, bloody (like a freshly
cutsteak!), dark fruit, mulber-
ries, iron, putty

PAIRING Barbecue and grills, beef
steaks, sausages

ISTRIAN MALVAZIJA (white)

(Malvazijaistarska) Dry, fresh,
citrusy and salty or more floral,
with aromas of white flowers,
nettlesand honeysuckle.

PAIRING Adriatic seafood and fish
(try scallops and baby sole)

chatabout the wines including a tasting flight
paired with a platter of cheeses, salami, prSut and
usually delicious home-made olive oil and bread.
Phone ahead to book.

Sleuth some hidden gems

Ask forlocal wine tips in a local konoba
(restaurant).They will often serve their friends' or
family's wines by the carafe. Ifyou enjoy it, see if
you can find out who produced it, then go and visit
them to buy direct.

Always be respectful

Remembera wine tasting is just that. It's
not an excuse to quaffin quantity.
Finally,rememberto have a designated driver
amongst you. Croatian drink driving laws are strict:
Zero tolerance policy for drivers under 25 (blood alco-
hollevel of 0%),and 0.5% BAC for drivers over 25.

VINA FAKIN

Fakin wines are a blend of commitment and experience, passed through generations at our family

winery in Motovun. Taste the flavours of our fresh Malvazija, our aged Teran and Malvazija and our
sparkling Chamal and come meet the family.

BATAJI20,BRKAC | 52424 MOTOVUN, ISTRIA | +385(0)922399 400 | FAKIN.MARKO@GMAIL.COM

Onceinlistria,
let'sdothewines!

ou want to experience something special and authentic?
? Hear the funny story of passion and devotion?
wine cellarandjoin usforatasting!

WINES OF ISTRIA
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of history

THE 25 ACRES of vineyard and
wine cellar belonging to Arman
Marijan wines have been in our
family for over 200 years. Current
owner Marijan is the fifth genera-
tion of Arman producing wine on
the southern slopes of the Mirna
river, located near Pore¢, Istria,
passing the family experience and
tradition down to his daughters
Ines and Nina.

Havingevolved intoa fully
modernised boutique winery, the

ARMAN

M A R T J A

heart of our estate iscomposed
ofawine cellar, tastingroom and
openterrace withamazingviews
over our vineyards, where you can
taste our 14 different labels. Our
white varietiesinclude Malvasia,
Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc
and White Muskat, our red grapes,
Teran, Cabernet Sauvignon,
Merlotand Syrah.

Our flagship wine, which holds
theimpeccable ViZinada terroir
seal, isour Malvasia Grand Crud,

9 i

N A R M A N

which wasrecognised asthebest
young Malvasia2018 on the world
Malvasiacompetition at the Vinis-
trafairin Porec.

The expert knowledge of our
ancestorsinspires everything
we do, from the skilful blending
of varieties to produce our
Cuvee Superior (made of Teran,
Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot),
and our Cuvee Superior Blanc
(made of Malvasia, Chardonnay
and Sauvignon Blanc) to the love
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and attention we lavish on our
terroirand grapes, allof which are
pruned, weeded, trimmed and
picked by hand.

Our careful and traditional
winemaking process, coupled
with contemporaryideasand
equipment, helps us produce some
80,000 bottles of award-winning
wineevery year, athirty percent
minimum demanded by export.

- www.arman.hr,info@arman.hr
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Olive oll

Edited by Justin McDonnell
timeout.com/croatia/restaurants

Time Out Istria 2019

Isabel Putinja praises the
Mediterranean staple and takes
us on a tour of Istria’s oil routes.

ISTRIA IS OFTEN DESCRIBED as the 'new
Tuscany', its landscape of rolling hills, pic-
turesque hilltop towns and excellent cuisine
easily comparable to the continental Italian
region. This tag is now slightly worn out, but
it remains true that Istria’s many charms and
gastronomic delights do easily rival those of
Tuscany'’s. Especially its exceptional olive oil.
Olives have been cultivated on theIstrian pen-
insulaand pressed for their precious oil since
Roman times. The 1600-year-old olive tree on
Veliki Brijuniisland, offIstria’s south-west coast,
isatestimonytothislongtradition, asarethe
ancientterracottaamphorae once used totrans-
portandstorethe oil, which lieondisplayinthe
cellarof Pula'sRoman amphitheatre.
Despitethislongtradition, Croatiais often
overlooked asan olive oil-producing country.
The quantity of olive oil it produces represents
onlyasmalldrop compared to Spain, theworld's
largest producer. ButIstria, which happensto
bethe Mediterranean's northern-mostolive
growing region, isnow firmly on the olive map
thanks to growinginternational recognition for
itshigh-quality extravirgin olive oil.
Istriahasbeen named 'Best Olive Oil Region'
bythe 2019 Flos Olei olive oil guide, an honour
theregion hasenjoyed for the fourthyearina
row. The 2019 edition of thisinfluential guide

lists 79 top Istrian olive oil producers.

Most Istrian olive oil makers are small,
family-run outfits producing very limited
quantities of this 'liquid gold'. Though they
can'tcompete with the quantity made by bigger
Italian or Spanish producers, they make up for
this by making truly exceptional oils, many
of which are organic. Inrecent yearsIstrian
producers have been collecting a growing
number of international awards for their extra
virgin olive oils. Out of the 40 Croatian oils that
won awards at the 2018 New York International
Olive Oil Competition, 29 were from Istria.

Another marker of its high quality isthe
official appellation 'Istrian extra virgin olive oil'
whichisalready protected at the national level
since 2015 and will soon receive Protected Des-
ignation of Origin (PDO) statusatthe EUlevel.
Thisguarantees thatall stages of the production
process, from cultivation to processing and bot-
tlingand packaging, takes placein Istria.

What'sunique aboutIstria's
oliveoilisits delightfully fruity

greennotesand the pungent, 'Olives

peppery effectithasinthethroat: have been
asuresignit'shighinpolyphenols cultivated on
—chemical compounds full of the Istrian
healthyantioxidants. While g
commonItalian olive varieties like penmsu'a and
leccino and frantoio also grow here, pressed for
Istriahasplenty of its own native their precious
cultivarslikeistarskabjelica, buza, oil since
roSinjola, karbonacaand ZiZolera, Roman times'

tonamejustafew.

Quality isalsoinfluenced by the production
process. Olives are picked early:justasthey're
startingtoturn purple —thisis essential to
preservetheir high polyphenol content -and
then pressed within 24 hoursusing modern
mechanised mills.

Much like wine tourism, olive oil tourism is
quicklyexpandinginIstriawhere signposted
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'olive oil routes' pointvisitorsinthe
direction oflocal producers where
they cansample and buy high-qual-
ity oils. Family-run olive farmslike
Chiavalon [chiavalon.hr]and Brist
[brist-olive.hr]in Vodnjan, south
Istria, offer guided tours oftheir
groves followed by atasting session
oftheiroils. Tucked in the hills near
Konstanjicain NorthIstriaisone
oftheregion's mostscenicolive
grovesat B10Istrian Fusion [b10.
hr]which hasjaw-dropping views
ofthe Mirnavalley fromitstasting
room. Those whowanttotrytheir
hand atolive pickingcanjoininthe
harvestin October and November
at Aminess Laguna Hotel in Novi-
grad (producers of the award-win-
ning Vergal oil) as part of aspecial
tourist package.

Time Out Istria 2019

In2017,Istriagotitsown
museumshowcasing the
importance ofthe peninsula
asanolive-growingregion.
Located in Pula, Museum Olei
Histriae (oleumbhistriae.com)is
aninteractive museumdedicated
tothe 2000-year-old history
of olive oil makingin Istria.

The multimedia exhibits share
insights not only into historybut
also fascinating details like how
amphorae were manufactured,
theevolution of the olive pressand
milling process, and even facts
abouttaxes and dutiesimposed
onproducersduringthe Venetian
Republic. Avisitisrounded off with
anexpert-led tasting experience of
local oils, all of which are available
tobuyinthe on-site shop.
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1 Chiavalon ExAlbis

The Chiavalon brothers' high-quality
organicoilsareonthetables ofhigh-end
restaurants across Croatiaand are exported
acrosstheworld. Their Ex Albis oilisaunique
blend of five Istrian olive varieties: buZa, crnica,
Istarska Bjelica, roZinjolaand moraZola. With a
perfectbalance of bitterness and pungency (the
hallmarks ofaquality extra virgin oil), thisisan
excellentall-rounder.
-> chiavalon.hr

9 Brist Exclusive Selection

Of Silvano Puhar'srange of five extra
virgin olive oils produced under the brand Brist,
the Exclusive Selection stands out. Thislimited
edition monovarietal oilis made of the Istrian
buZaolive, known foritsintense and pungent
flavour, and pressed from olives hand-picked
from his family's oldest olive trees which are
between 100 and 500 yearsold.
-> brist-olive.hr

3 Oliva Lucia Select

Female entrepreneur and olive grower
Mili Kus producesorganicextravirginoilinthe
fertile soil of north Istria, just afew kilometres
from the Slovenian border. Her newly intro-
duced OlivaLuciaSelectisablend of three oil
varieties high in health-boosting polyphenols:
istarska bjelica, moraiolo and frantoio. The
resultisanintense oil perfect for pairing with
meatdishes, sauces and bold cheeses.
-> oliva-lucia.net

4 Terra Rossa

Three generations of the Bellani family
worktheredsoil of theirolive farminthe
rolling hills of central Istria to produce Terra
Rossa. This organicblend of five olive varieties:
istarskabjelica, buza, pendolino, frantoio and
leccino makes for abalanced extra virgin oil
with amedium intensity that canbe paired
with most foods.
-> terra-rossa.hr

5 B10 First Night
Perchedinthehillylandscape ofnorth
Istria, above Kostanjica, near theartists'town of
GrozZnjan, arethe grovesof B10Istrian Fusion.
Borisand SanjaGalié,ahusband and wifeteam,
producearangeofextravirginmonovarietalsand
blendsunderthebrand name B10First Night.
Thisyearthey'veintroduced amonovarietalmade
ofkarbonaca, oneoftheolderlocal cultivars.
- b10.hr

Chiavalon. The most awarded Croatian
extra virgin olive oil in the World.
An original Istrian product.

100% ORGANIC | 100% ISTRIAN | 100% MADE WITH PASSION

OPG CHIAVALON, Vladimira Nazora 16, 52215 VODNJAN - Istria - Croatia
T: +385 52 511 906, M:+385 98 860 566, info@chiavalon.hr, www.chiavalon.hr
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FROM SMALL ACORNS, or rather olives, a
huge globally successful business has grown.
Sandi Chiavalon was only 13 years old when he
started out, helping on his family’s olive grove
in Vodnjan, planting their first 100 olive trees.
Now, more than 20 years later, Chiavalon
overseesnearly 8,000 olive trees, and export
theiraward-winningextra virginolive oil to
morethanadozen countries around the world.
Sandihadlearned hislove of cultivation from
hisgrandfather. When he was younger, asasmall
boyhewould visit hisgrandfather’s olive grove,
thenamodest plotof some 50trees, all ofthem
centuriesold. After hisgrandfather passed away,
therewasno-onelefttotend tothem —until San-

diand hisfamily setabout beddingin new plants.

Inspired by his grandfather, Sandi took
theworkseriously. First graduating fromthe
Agricultural School in Pore¢ then enrolling
atthe Faculty of Agriculturein Zagreb, Sandi
gained the modern-day knowledge you need to
setyourselfupinthis competitive business.

Time Out Istria 2019

Olives have been cultivated inIstriasince
Romantimes, and almost certainly even before
then. Because of Istria’s northerly latitude,
olivesripenlaterand produce fewacids. They
aresuperiortothose grownin, say, Dalmatia, in
the south. Although each cropyieldsarelatively
small quantity of oil, the quality of that oil is
quitesimply the finest.

Olives were traditionally harvested by
shakingthe boughsofthetree—oreven
thewholetree. Today, in many partsofthe
world, machines dothe work. HereinIstria,
handpickingis more common astheterrainis
lesssuitable for machines - and because this
producesafarbetterend result.

Itissaid thatonlyolive oil from Istria—Terra
Magicatothe Romans —graced the tablesof the
Caesars. It was also exported acrossthe Roman
Empire.

Afterthe Romansleft, olive cultivationin
Istriatailed offand an influx of cheap sunflower
oil from Slavonia from the 1950s onwards
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didtherest. Afew family olive groves, such as
Sandi’sgrandfather’s, were all that remained.

The resurgence of world-class production
from themid-1990s, in tandem with the revival
of Istria’swine industry, sprang from ambitious
young producerssuch as Sandi Chiavalon.
Theynotonlysaw this notonlyasabusiness
opportunitybutalsoasachanceto continue
thework and respect the heritage of their
forefathers.

Bringing in the agro-ecological technology
learned in Zagreb, Chiavalon focused onthe
fiveindigenousolive varieties of the Vodnjan
region: BuZa, Bjelica, Crnica, MoraZolaand
RozZinjola. Again, legacy was paramount in his
planning.

Another crucial factor in Sandi’s success was
hisdecisiontoharvest early and processthe
sameday. Little known at the time, this method
-carried outwhen aboutathird of the fruit
had changed their colour, and processing with
modern-day cold-presstechnologysothatthe

Chiavalon

Award-winning olive oil from

alegacy estate.

endresultcontained significant antioxidants
—created particularly healthy olive oil of the
finest quality.

Storageisequallyimportant. Here at
Chiavalon, the olive oil is stored in stainless-
steel containerswith inertgasataconstant
temperature of 16 degrees. This way, oxidation
doesnotoccur.

Since 2005, Chiavalon have been showered
withinternational awards — most notably their
Ex Albisbeingnamed amongFlosOlei’sTop 15
Olive Oilsinthe World, and included inthe Top
250rganic Olive-Oil Producersin the World. The
Istrian peninsulascored the title of best olive oil
producing regioninthe world fouryearsinarow.

Current productsinclude Organicofintense
green, ideally paired with shellfish, tunaand
alltypesof pasta, Romano for fish and mixed
vegetable salads, and Mlado, produced during
thefirstthree daysof early harvestatthe start
of October, and onlyin alimited quantity of
2,500bottles. AsSandi’s grandfather would

have done, the newoilis first served with
warm, homemadebread - and thereafter, to
accompany fish or pasta. A bottle of the ExAlbis
isaversatile buy, it’s fresh, nutty flavour makes
iteasytosplash oversalads and the Atilio pairs
perfectly with red meat.

Chiavalon’soilscan be sampled and boughtin
situ, as partofa personal tour around the estate
inthecentre of Vodnjan, north of Pula. Youcan
learnabout the production processand howto
spotauthenticextravirginolive oil as part of sev-
eral tours and workshops - or customise yourown
private, tailor-madetouratthe family estate.

ContactChiavalon on +385 98 860 566
oremailinfo@chiavalon.hr. The estateis
open Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-2pm,
closed Sun and holidays. Address: ulica
Vladimira Nazora 16C, 52215 Vodnjan.
www.chiavalon.hr
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Hilltop home

Emmy-winning travel host Ashley Colburn
guides us around her adopted home, the hilltop
town of Brtonigla.

I’VE SPENT YEARS travelling
around the world but I consider
Istria home. This northwestern
peninsula offers surprises at every
turn. Scenic towns rise up out of
the hills, with cobblestone streets
playing host to a languorous
Mediterranean life, overlooking
sun-drenched vineyards and rows
of spindly olive trees.

From its crumblingstucco
wallstoitswindingalleyways,
Brtonigla’s postcard-perfect
sceneryiswhat firstattracted meto
the town. ’'musually woken up by
theroostersinthe morning, orby
thebells from the nearby church.
Morningsarespentsipping
macchiatosunder theshaded
canopy ofthe café, the beating
heart ofthe town. For village gossip
and homecooked Istrian dishes,
Primiziais my favourite local
restaurant.

Brtoniglaisbestexplored by
bicycle or by foot. The gleamingly
green Skarline Nature Parkisjust
afewkilometers from the town
square. Averdant canyon with
astream crisscrossing through,
it’safabulousplacetocool offin
summer. Bike paths connect the
hilltop towns, sothe parkiseasily

DISCOVER!
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accessibletocyclists. This path
bringsyoutoyet another natural
treasure, set beneath the ground.
Mramornica Caveisoneofthe
biggest and mostbreathtaking
cavesinIstria. Aparadeoficicle-
shaped stalactites and stalagmites,
itsnaturally coolingchambers are
used bylocalstostore theirwine at
justtheright temperature.

Ifirstdiscovered Brtonigla after
stayingat San Rocco, abeautifully
restored farmhouse surrounded by
anolive plantation. Thishotel has
helped toput Brtoniglaonthe map,
with its Michelin-recommended
kitchen and effortlessly romantic
atmosphere. A family-run
business, the Fernetichs show what
realIstrian hospitalityisall about.

Offering 14 rusticyet upscale
rooms, replete with old wooden
beamsand period features,
thishotel provides anintimate,
boutique experience. If you're
lookingto getaway fromitall, San
Rocco providesawellness centre
withapoolandlounge overlooking
agarden of majestic, winding
olivetrees. Celebrated forits
gastronomy, the slow food tasting
menuchanges with the seasons
anddishesare perfectly paired
withlocal wines. The oil splashed
overyoursalad is pressed from the
hotel’sown olive groves —you can
evenbuyabottle totake home.
Thavetoadmit,'maregularat
Cattunar Vineyard - they produce
excellent Malvazijawine and it’s
within easy walking distance from
town. North-west Istriais the only
placeintheregion where youcan
find grey, white, blackand red
soil, and producers make wine
varietiesin all four types. You could
spend thewholeday touringthe

vineyards around Brtoniglaalone.
Iwould suggest trying Veralda’s
award-winning Teran or their
sparklingwine, alovely summery
drink, but you can also prowllocal
farmsand try wines made by small-
scale family producers.

Brtoniglais perfect for families.
Istralandia, Croatia’s mostexcit-
ingwaterpark, isbased right here.
Voted thesecond-best waterparkin
Europe,it’sacavalcade of funwater-
based activities, from wave poolsto
daredevilslidesand toddlerzones
foryounger children. Truthfully, the
adultsenjoyitasmuchasthekidsdo.

Makesureyou're herein August
for Brtonigla’s main summer event.
St.Roch’sFeasthonoursthetown’s
patronsaint, and the village buzzes
withlifeasthousandscometo
drink, eatand party into the morn-
ing. My favourite eventisthe bril-
liantly eccentric Balinjeradacon-
test, whenlocalsand theirkidsbuild
non-motorized cartsand fly them
downthehill atlightningspeeds.

Butthisisn’ttheonlythingracing
throughthestreets. The nextday,
locals, touristsand adventure junk-
iesrideIstriandonkeysinthetown’s
celebrated annual donkeyrace, cul-
minatinginthe mainsquare where
the celebration continues for days.
Don’tmissthisyear’sSt.Roch’s
Feast, from August 14-16 2019.

Find more online at timeout.com/istria.

Taste local wine
Localvineyards Cattunar and
Veralda are great placestosample
somegreatIstrian wines. The
area’sother main wine producers
Ravalico, Capo and Novaccoare
also fantastic.

-> Cattunar, Nova Vas 94 (052

720 496, cattunar.net)

- Veralda, Krsin 3 (052 774 111, veralda.hr)

-> Ravalico, Nova Vas 101 (098

219 045, f-f-ravalico.hr)

- Capo, Fernetiéi 60 (052 774 401, capovina.hr)
-> Novacco, Fernetici 70 (052 774 321, novacco.hr)

Go underground at
Mramornica cave
Admiretheglittering stalactites
and stalagmites asyou descend
beneaththeearth.

-> (099 250 2958, agroturizamsterle.hr)

Cycle to Nature Park
Skarline - and beyond
Getonyourbike and stoptocool
offatthe gorgeously green Skarline
and its natural springs.
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Splash about at Istralandia
DiveintoIstria’sbiggestand
bestwaterpark - forkids

and grown-ups.

- (052 866 900, istralandia.hr)

Sample local cuisine

The hilltop town of Brtonigla is
afoodie hubandboastsacrop of
fabulousrestaurants—my picks
include San Rocco, Food & Wine
Primizia, Konoba Astarea, Konoba
Silvano, Konoba Morgan and
Agroturizam Vinerino.

-> San Rocco, Srednja ulica 2 (052

725000, san-rocco.hr)

-> Food & Wine Primizia, Bunarska

2 (052 774 704, primizia.hr)

-> Konoba Astarea, Ronko 6 (052 774

384, facebook.com/Konoba-Astarea)

-> Konoba Silvano, Marconi 10 (099 707 2704)
-> Konoba Morgan, Bracanija 1 (052
774520, konobamorgan.eu)

-> Agroturism Vinerino, Druskoviceva

8(052 774 417, vinerino.com)

-> Agroturism Sterle, Stancija Druskovic 20
(099 250 2958, agroturizamsterle.hr)

-> LaQuercia, Fiorini 31 (052

774 455, laquercia.hr)
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TRAILS HERE SHINE a special light on its
villages and character. You’ll also get a sense
of the area’s history, which saw a succession
of controlling groups starting with tribal
Histrian clans, which submitted to the
Romans in the third century BC. There are
reminders of the different rulers and their
prevailing architecture at every turn of the
handlebars. The pedalling is a mixed bag.
There are asphalt-only routes, where cyclists
are comfortable atop the skinny wheels of
their road or touring bikes. The 93.5-kilometre
(58-mile) Montanara Trail climba-thon

from Umag, which loops northern Istria, is

a fine example of such a route. For the most
part, plan on a mountain-bike demanding
combination of asphalt and macadam in
varying ratios depending on preference. In

Time Out Istria 2019

- biking trails is an ideal way to get an
up close and personal view of the
peninsula.
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total, 2,600 kilometres (1,615 miles) of trails
stretch across Istria in every direction. For

a complete list, see www.istria-bike.com. It
makes recommendations for bikers’ hotels,
hire companies, sights to visit on the way and
solid dining venues. If you are a

mountain biker or experienced

in the culture. You’ll see the constant stream

of fellow bikers hugging paved roadside

shoulders or gliding along macadam byways.

And if you are gastronome with a need to grind

gears, you'll have the chance to earn that post-
ride bowl of pasta smothered in
truffles at trail’s end.

road cyclist who prefers to 'The first The most numeroustrailsare
enjoy their landscapes through thingyou’ll found inthe undulatingterrain of
wraparound lenses rather than a notice here theinterior. One combiningboth
car’s windshield, the first thing are the roIIing gritand gourmet isthe Truffle’s
you’ll notice here are the rolling hills and the Trail, whichisabout 60 per centtar-

hills and the seemingly endless

macriding (40 per centasphalt) and

possibilities for being on two seemingly beginsand endsin Buzet. Starting

wheels. If you're not a seasoned endless

atthefootofthe CiéarijaMountains,

rider, you’ll love the chance to possibilities' theroute coversnearly 35 kilome-

spin around Rovinj, for instance,
at human speed while soaking

60

tres (22 miles) and takesthree hours
tocomplete.

Onyourbike
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Theelevation gainis 870 metres (2,850 feet).
Buzet, known tothe Romansas Piquentum,
wastheseat of Venetian government in Istria;
itsarchitecture, includingtwo town gatesand
aBaroquewell, serveasreminders. Equally
importantly fortoday’sriders, itisalsothe City of
Truffles. From here you’ll head south and begin
analmostimmediate steep climb, and then skirt
belowthe hilltop village of Vrh. At this point the
traildivesand soarsuntilitagain startstohead
north followingthe Mirnariver. At the two-thirds
markand after adescent, the path makes what
hastobe considered onethe best-plannedride
stop-offsinIstria: the Yugo-erathermal spas

of Istarske Toplice. The Bella Vistatrail, which
beginsand endsin Labin, is filled with what its
title suggests: magnificent panoramas of Kvarn-
erBayandacontinuousstring of photo-ops. This
easy-goingtomoderatetrail isthree-quarters
asphaltsothere’sless need toworryaboutloose
stoneswhenreadyingthecamera.
Theroutetravels 33 kilometres (20

miles) and should take roughly two ‘You'll have

springcalled the “Tears of St Lucia’, which,
accordingtolegend, can help those withbad
vision. From here, you’ll be bombing it downhill
until Ravnibeach. Take aswim and enjoy the
rest—you’llneed it forthe steady 14-kilometre
(nine-mile) climb alongthe eastern seaside
rimofthetrail backtoLabin. For culture, the St
Euphemiatrail, which rolls through Rovinj, is
anideal choice. Amedieval town thatwasan
island until 1763, when the channel separating
itfromthe mainland wasfilled, RovinjisIstria’s
maintouristattraction, with scores of galler-

ies, fine restaurantsand a posh atmosphere. St
Euphemiareferstothe grand churchatopthe
hillguardingthe city. Theride takesin Rovinj’s
sightswith amajestic view ofthetownandthe
Adriaticbeyond. The circular route startsjust
south of Rovinjat the campsite in Polari, acoastal
resort. Astraightforward 27-kilometre (17-mile)
ridewith negligible altitude change, it spends
the majority ofitstime on asphalt.
Thejaunt takes about two hoursand
passesagood handful of medieval

hourstocomplete. Theloopleaves the chance churcheswhiletravelling north

the Old Town mainsquare of this to earn that andinland before headingsouth
art-filled city and firstheadsinland, post-ride andbacktothe coast.Italsocomes
downthetiny, mini-peninsulain bowl of pa sta withinastone’sthrow of the Limski
which Labinsitsatits most norther- . kanal, best known for its oysters. Up
ly point. The route stays at between smotheredin the coast, the Trail of Captain Mor-
300and 500 metres (985-1,640 truffles at ganand Casanovaare tworidesthat
feet)inaltitude untilitreachesthe trail’s end' straddle the Limski kanaland pro-

Skita¢a mountain hut.
Aboutonekilometreawayisa
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videaquirky microscope onlIstrian
history. Asthestory goes, pirate

62

Captain Morgan hid histreasure and himself
nearthe canalwhileontherun. Thismoderate
bikingroute, ofequal parts pathand road, starts
justsouth of Rovinjand makesa61-kilometre
looparound thecanal’shead, through thetown
thatbearsthe pirate’sname - Mrgani, where his
treasure isreportedly buried - before travelling
south again through the beautiful cobbled town
of Bale. Onthenorthside ofthe canal, the Casa-
novatrailisaquick, easy 22-kilometre (14-mile)
ramble which beginsand endsin Vrsar, where
the famouslover visited on two occasionsinthe
18th century forwine and women. The route
follows much of the length of the Limski kanal,
movingeast fromthe mouth. More than 75 per
centtarmac, itisaroll through the countryand
relatively flat, sothe tripshould only take 90
minutes. One ofthelongest and most challeng-
ingtrailsisthe Motovun Eastride, completely
asphaltand cycle-friendly. At 72 kilometres

(45 miles) it should take about four hours, but
bewarned thatthisroutegainsatotal of nearly
1,500 metres (5,000 feet) enroute. The circular
ride startswith aheavy climbtothe perfectly pre-
served Old Town of Motovun which stands over
thetruffle-filled forestand Mirnariver below.
Thisview atteststothe town’s former status as
Istria’scommunications hub. Pastthe Butoniga
Lake, theroad rushes by the medieval settlement
of Dragué¢ and down toIstria’sadministrative
centre of Pazinand itscastle builtin 983. From
hereitismostly adescentbacktothecarparkat
thebottom of Motovun.

VALAMAR
COLLECTION
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GIRANDELLA

Resort

GIRANDELLA MARO SUITES 5*

A TRUE FAMILY
HOLIDAY PARADISE

Created with children in mind, Girandella Maro Suites are hidden in
a pine forest next to a string of thematic pebble beaches. Completely
child-friendly, it is filled with amusement and adventure from heated
indoor and outdoor pools with water effects to Super Maro and Teen
facilities, with professional minders at hand.

Evenings are filled with fun and magic, if long days at the pools do
not send you to bed early.

As of summer 2019, you can enjoy our extended food and beverage
service, a range of new attractive experiences, and also our Ultra All
Inclusive package.

T +385 52 465 000
E reservations@valamar.com
www.valamar.com

ULTRA
ALL INCLUSIVE

AVZ VALAMAR
7///1[\\%' All you can holiday
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Where to stay and relax in Istria
with Valamar.

PICTURE-POSTCARD Istria has something
to offer everyone, from families and romantic
couples looking to relax to those seeking a
more active holiday. Whatever holiday you’re
looking for, you can expect the finest service
and gastronomy of the highest standard at
Valamar’s luxury 5-star resorts. Whether
you’re coming as a couple, as a family or as

a group of active travellers, you can make
our 5-star options near Pore¢ and Rabac
your base before the exploring the beautiful
surroundings of Istria. The Istrian peninsula
gleams with lush greenery, crystal-clear sea
and offers unforgettable cuisine. Now the
choice depends on if you are looking to relax
or get active in the sun.

Valamar Collection Marea Suites
Openedin2019, the Valamar Collection Marea
Suites comprise superior V-Level luxurious
lodgings for families, with balconiesand sea
views, juststepsaway fromasandybeachinits
own cove. Surrounded by dense pine forest ten
minutes from the historic centre of Pore¢, the
Valamar Collection Marea Suites has four pools
forall ages —ashallow splash pool for babies,
achildren’s poollined with water slides, an
infinity sea-water pool alongside the Beat Beach
Club, and ahuge activity pool with an equally
spaciousarea forsunbathing.

Parents can take advantage of the profession-
alchild-care and babysitting servicesonsite,
entertainment programmes and playrooms
catertochildrenupto 12, while a Teen Hangout
zone, sports and gaming tournaments, and an
open-aircinemaappeal to 13sand over. Ifthat’s
notenough, tennis courts, aspacentreand gym
areavailable. It’s total paradise.

- valamar.com/en/hotels-porec/valamar-marea-suites

Valamar Collection Isabella

Island Resort

Ifyouarelookingtostay on anisland, butstill
have easy accessto Pore¢, consider Valamar
CollectionIsabellalsland Resort. A free boat
ridetakesyoutotheisland of Sveti Nikola, a
crowd-free getaway completely surrounded
bylush Mediterranean vegetation, pine trees,
landscaped gardens and the pristine blue of the
Adriatic. Here, five choices of lodgings - hotel,
villas, V-Levelvillas, suites and apartments —sit
alongside asports centre, spacomplex, three
poolscontaining seawater and freshwater
options (two of which are heated) and seven
individually themed beaches. Adultscan
choosethesecluded Val Riviera Relax Beach,
families have four beach options dotted around
theisland, while exclusive V-Level guests have
their own private beaches and private poolstoo.

For active travellers, sports activities are
around every corner and you can start the day
with yoga or aerobics, hire amotorboat, go
parasailing, rent akayak, orlearn how todive,
surf, sail or SUP. Acommunal game of beach
volleyball or street basketball can bookend
another perfectday.

Thoselookingto maintain their fitness
routine cansign up for one of the Stay Fit
programmes, featuring at least five activities
each daywith aquaaerobics, Nordic walking,
Zumba and Pilates to choose from. Holidays
have neverbeenso healthy.

-> valamar.com/en/hotels-porec/valamar-isabella-island-resort

Advertorial

Valamar Collection Girandella Resort
Full of gorgeousshingle beaches, in Rabac,

the Valamar Collection Girandella Resort
hasbeen created with three types of visitors
inmind; families, adults-only and exclusive
V-Level customers.

Forromantic couples, the guestrooms have
spacious showers and some roomsare fitted
with ahydro-massage tub made for two. From
the Beach Cluband infinity pool tothe child-
free Rebelle Restaurant, it’s all geared towards
spending quality time with your partner.

Families can find fun activities for kids of
all ages, from the Baby Clubto children's club
Maro, catering for two age groups, itstried and
tested programmes are popular with teenagers.

Elsewhere, you’ll find Finnish, steam and
aromasaunasinthe spacentre, plusasolarium
and whirlpool, and trails a-plenty as part of
the Bike ParkRabac. V-Level customers can
enjoyaprivate pool orevena privatebeach and
more adventurous couplescanopttorenta
speedboat, goscubadivingortrytheirhand at
windsurfingat the VSport Point. Experience
thebrazenly beautiful Adriatic coastin Rabac
and have aholidaylike no other with Valamar.
-> www.valamar.com/en/hotels-rabac/valamar-girandella-resort
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Tito’g} Shangri-La-

Known for its dinosaurs and dictators, Brijuni is
a surreal collection of islands famous for their

THE WORLD OF THE UPMARKET hideaway
with its swanky harbour, spa facilities, bespoke
entertainment and private beach is far from
being a modern invention. If the Roman villas
scattered along the Istrian coast are anything to
go by, the idea of the purpose-built holiday par-
adise has been around for at least 2000 years.

However Istria’s most famous example ofa
sea-lapped Shangri-Lais at Brijuni, the group
ofislands purchased by Austrian steel magnate
Paul Kupelwieserin 1893. Nowadays a national
park, thearchipelagohasatvarioustimes
initshistoryserved as high-society holiday
resort, U-boat base and meeting point for the
international political cream. Combining the
auraofthe Europeanbelle-epoque with the
slightly menacing mystique of a Bond villain’s
lair, Brijuniisimbued with asymbolism that few
other placescan match.

Paul Kupelwieser’sinitial aim was toturn
theislandsintoafamily estate comprising
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association with Tito.

vineyards, holiday villas and a small hotel. Only
gradually did it dawn on him that Brijuni would
make the perfect luxury resort. The pre-World
WarItouristindustry was largely focused on
the health benefits of mild climate, seaairand
fragrantlocalflora: acombination that made
Brijunianideal destination. However it took
adecadeand ahalfofhard worktobringthe
islandsuptoscratch. Scrubwas cleared and
replaced by landscaped forest park. Malaria
was eliminated by inviting world-famous
bacteriologist Robert Koch tocomeupwitha
systematic planto cure the local inhabitants
and clearthe swamps. Hotels were built, and
safari-park pioneer Karl Hagenbeck was called
uponto create an open-planzoo filled with
deer, monkeys and exotic birds. It was not the
firsttime thatsomeone had tried to create
theirown corner of paradise on the shores of
the Adriatic sea, but Brijuni wason a scale far
biggerthan anything attempted before.
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Thetransformation of Brijuni from natural
wildernesstoleisure-industry wonder was
something that Austrian newspapers never
tired of talking about; in a way Kupelwieser’s
creation of an Adriatic Eden was a metaphor
for Austria’simperial destiny, turning Europe’s
semi-civilized southeastern fringesintoa
zone of refinementand culture. The fact that
Kupelwieser employed hundreds oflocal
peopletodoitallowed the Viennese pressto
treathim asasymbol of Austrian noblesse
oblige, aphilanthropistand humanist rather
thananoligarchicdreamereagertocontrola
private world.

Gettingto Brijuniusuallyinvolved a 13-hour
trainjourney from Viennato Pula, main port
ofthe Austrian navy, before catchingasmall
steamer to the islands themselves. Filled with
huge grey battleships at anchor, Pulaharbour
madeahugeimpression onthose who passed
through. Indeed Pulaand Brijuni were like two

halves of one bigimperial show —the former
symbolized Austria’s maritime might, while
thelatter demonstrated the kind of paradise
availabletoanyoneableto enter itseconomic
and cultural elite.

Popularwith aristocrats right from the start,
Brijuni’s most esteemed regular was Archduke
FranzFerdinand, the heir to the Austrian throne
whose assassination at Sarajevo provoked the
slidetowarin 1914. The Archduke wanted
tobuyapartof Veli Brijun for himself, but
Kupelwieser constantly stalled, aware thatthe
notoriously bossy heirwould end up taking over
thewholeisland given halfthe chance.

Brijuniattracted high aristocracy and
company directors, butalso alarge number

Brijuni

ofactors, artistsand writers —thelatterin
particularwere highly valued by Kupelwieser
because of the word-of-mouth publicity they
tended to generate. However Brijuni’sisland
location and intimate scale ensured arather
select public, eagertosocialize with theirsocial
orintellectual peers.

During World War I Brijuniserved asthe base
of Austria’ssubmarine fleet, with elite marine
officersreplacingelite touristsin theresort’s
hotelsand restaurants. However the Austrian
Empirewasto collapse utterlyintheautumn
0f1918, and the Brijuniislands were awarded
toItaly by post-war peace-makers. Brijuni
hadtoadapttoanewkind oftouristindustry
inwhich the Austrian elite had disappeared,
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Brijuni

replaced by a more cosmopolitan crowd who
favoured dance orchestrasand cocktailsrather
than militarybandsand five-o’clockteas.
Kupelwieser’sson Karlinvested in golf course
and polostablesinanattempttolurethebeau
monde. It wasan expensive way to rebrand the
island, and the international polo crowd was
inany casearelatively small group whorarely
stayed morethanafewdaysatatime. The
British Mediterranean fleet brought their polo
teams here every year, but the visitors stayed
and ate ontheirships, bringinglittle money into
the Kupelwieser coffers.

The post-1929 depressionled tofalling
tourism and rising debts; unabletoservice
thelatter, Karl Kupelwieser crept offtoan
isolated bay and shot himselfin 1930. The
remaining family members tried tokeep the
businessafloat, eventually selling out to the
Italian governmentin 1936. Ashort period
of optimism, characterized by rising tourist
numbersand fresh investment, was followed by
the calamitousyear of 1938, when international
tensions and fear of war meant that most would-
betravellersopted tostay athome. Theresort’s
Christmas Dinner of December 1938 attracted a
grand total of two paying guests.

Theresidual glamour of Brijuni exerted a
strong pull on Yugoslavia’s post-war leader
Josip Broz Tito,who chosetheislandsas
oneofhis many private residencesin 1947.
Itwasan odd butrevealing choice forthe
communistleader of asupposedly egalitarian
society. Staying on Brijuni set Tito apart from
hiscomradesinthe partyand putthemata
profound disadvantage, forcingthem intothe
position of behavinglike grateful holiday guests
onsomeoneelse’sland.

Government officials filled former hotels;
and newaccommodation was built toaccom-
modate more. Titolived in the former villa of
the Duke of Spoleto before the construction of
hisofficial residence, the White Villa, in 1953.
However the White Villawas notsecluded
enough for Tito, who had an additional summer
housebuiltontheislet of Vanga. Here he could
enjoy a private pebblebeach, afishermen’s
saloondecked outin netsandlanterns, a ‘Mac-
edonianroom’ full of Balkan woodcarving, and
aphotographylabwhere he could indulge his
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hobby. Vanga’s orchards produced mandarins,
which Tito famously distributed to children
throughout the country, and alsolemons,
bananasand kiwi fruit.

Titospentlesstime on Vanga after 1977
-allegedly because he didn’tlike the way it
hadbeenrefurnished, butalsobecause he
couldn’t stand being on holiday with spouse
Jovanka. The Yugoslav supremo spent
thesummersof1977,1978and 1979ina
marquee set up opposite a former Byzantine
fort where archeological excavations were
taking place.Itwas herein 1977 thathe
hosted fellow canvas enthusiast Muammar
Ghadaffi, one of the numerous foreign leaders
tobeatapathtotheisland.

Therole of Brijuniin international diplomacy
was an essential part of its mystique. Soviet
strongman Nikita Khruschev hurried herein
1954 ina(largely unsuccessful) attempt to heal
Yugoslavia’s rift with Moscow; Indian leader
Nehru and Egyptian President Nasser came
tosignthe Brijuni Declaration, foundation
stone of the Non-Aligned Movement, inthe
same year. Visits by Che Guevara and Yasser
Arafat helped toburnish Tito’s revolutionary
credentials, while the state visit of Queen
ElizabethIIin 1972 confirmed Tito’s position
ontheA-listofinternational diplomacy.

Listingall of the international political
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figures who visited Tito on Brijuni would add
uptoan A-to-Z of pretty much everyone who
held anyimportanceintheyears 1954-1980.
Providing Brijunian added veneer of glamour
was Tito’s habit of inviting non-political
celebritiestotheislands—notjust Yugoslav
artists, writersand operadivasbutalso many
oftheinternational film starswho happened
tobe making filmsin Yugoslavia or who had
beeninvited to the film festival in nearby Pula.
SophiaLoren, Richard Burton, Liz Taylor and
GinaLollobrigidaall stayed in the villas of Veli
Brijun, and were frequently invited to Tito’s
ownsummerhouse on Vanga. Accordingto
anecdote, Sophia Loren made herselfbusy

in Tito’skitchen supervisingthe cooking of
pasta; Richard Burton studied the Tito at close
quartersin preparation for playinghiminthe
epicwar film Sutjeskain 1973.

Regardless of whether it really happened, the
ideaofinternational glam-puss Loren cooking
up cannelloni for Yugoslavia’sdandy dictator
makes foran arresting mental image. Brijuni
wasthe Adriatic’slongest-runningsoap-opera
of prestige and power, with film stars, world
leadersand the communist hierarchy mingling
togetherinthe popularimagination, asifthey
had allbeensomehow invited to the same
cocktail party. There was never any other island
likeit, and itisunlikely there will ever be again.

Edited by Marc Rowlands

WITH ITS INCREDIBLE food and
wine, connoisseur-level olive oil
and ancient architecture, Istria
can seem like a very adult destina-
tion. And indeed it is. But Istria is
also a fun and family-orientated
region with some of the best
theme parks in Europe. Chuck in
the pristine beaches and sunny
skies and there really is no better
place to take the kids on holiday.

Bicycle or hike the

trail of the rail
TheParenzanaTrail follows the
route of the railway thatonce
connected Pore¢ and Trieste
butin2002 the disused linewas
turnedintoapath forbicycling
and walking. Its 61 kilometres

(38 miles) provideaninteresting
and fun route through beautiful
countryside, passing over bridges
and throughold stonetunnels. It
isalmost completely tarmacked
forthe comfort ofthose usingit,
butthatdoesn’tdetractfromthe
wonderful sense of beingatone
with nature as you pass forested
areas, rolling hillsand picturesque
agriculturalland. Today known

as ‘TheRoute of Health and
Friendship’, the trail Savudrija,
hometotheoldestlighthouseinthe
Adriatic, Buje, GroZnjan, Oprtalj,
Livade, Motovun, Forestand Mirna
riverand also ViZinada, whose
townsquare features awell built
in1722.Several churches, most
notably thebeautifully frescoed
StBarnabas, and the nearby Oklen
lavender fields, also await.

Fishy fun
The most spectacular sights
beneathIstria’simmaculate seas
oftenlietoodeep forthe youngest
visitorsto catch with simple
snorkelling gear or salt-tired eyes.
Butthatdoesn’t meanthey have
tomissout. There are four great
aquariumsalongthesouthand
west coasts of Istria.
PulaAquarium, thelargest, is
setinside theimpressive Verudela
Fort, ashort walk from arguably
thecity’sbestbeachingarea-a
great placetohide from thesun
whenit’satit fiercest. Thereare 30
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Istriafor kids

exhibitsincludingatouch pool:an
open-topped basin where visitors
can pet the scary shark-shaped
dogfish. There’salsoturtles,
crabsand sundry sea creatures.
Atunnelthroughthebackofthe
fortressleadstoafreshwater pond
containing fish native to Croatia’s
lakesand rivers. Other exhibits
include fishermen’s netsand traps,
and underwater photography. The
Pula Aquariumisalsothe home of
the Marine Turtle Rescue Centre.

OneofIstria’soldestaquariums
isfound alongthe west coastin
Rovinjand based atthe Ruder
Boskovi¢ Institute’s Centre for Mar-
itimeResearch. Adecentcollection
ofresidentsinclude afearsome
octopus, scorpion fish and lobsters.

Further north, the Pore¢ Aquar-
iumisintheheartofthe old area of
the city, soeasily fitsin with other
sightseeing expeditions. Amodern
venue, itcontains 25 tanks display-
ingfish, floraand faunafromthe
Adriatic. Many artefacts have been
donated by local fishermen.

TheUmagAquariuminthe
north-westerntip of Istria, is
owned by the same company that
runstheaquariumin Pore¢and
isquitesimilar. Opened in 2005
andsetinashoppingcentre near
the Old Town, itcontains 25 tanks,
includingone open-topped pool,
allfeaturing species native tothe
Adriatic.
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Istralandia

Istralandiais Croatia’s most
excitingwaterpark, located just
outside of the beautiful hilltop
town Brtonigla. Surrounded by lush
forest, rolling fields and greenery
forasfarastheeyecansee,itisan

oasisof fun packed waterslides,
wave poolsand toddler areas.
Istralandiahasbeenvotedthe
second best waterparkin Europe,
complemented by itsstunning
settingand proximity tothe sea.
-> Brtonigla (052 866 900, istralandia.hr)

Dino Park

Followingin the footsteps of
Jurassic Park and the Walking
With Dinosaursseries, Dino Park
near Funtanabrings dinosaursto
life, aimingtoeducate and thrill
young visitors. Aswell aslife-size

dinosaur models, many of which
move mechanically, there’s all
manneroffunthingstodoatthe
siteincludinga children’strain,
adinosaur-themed children's
cinema, a pirate ship, carousel,
trampolines, a playground and a
prehistoric workshop. Anature
trail also gives visitorsa peekinto
our prehistoric pastand provides
athought-provokingdistraction
tothe high-octanerides,

circus performances and pony
riding on offer.

- Istarska ulica, Funtana (052

4456 327, dinopark.hr)

Aqua Colours
Croatia’slargest water park,
thebrilliant Aqua Coloursin
Porec has 13 waterslides, two
large pools, a halfkilometre
feature called Lazy Riverand an
exhilaratingwave machine that
runsevery halfhour throughout
the day. The complexissobigand
offerssomany thingstodo, it’s
easytospend thebulkofthe day
here, as many local families do.
Outside of the splendid water-
based activities here there’salso
achildren’s playground, beach
volleyball and sports courts.

-> Molindrio 10, Pore¢ (052

219 671,aquacolors.eu)

Aquacolors Aquapark, Pore¢ |8
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WHAT BEGAN with one villa,
three friends and a property
owner in need of advice has
developed into a business of 700-
plus luxury lodgings and more
than 40,000 guests a year.

Butsomethingsnever change.
My Istria, the company created
fromasimpleidea, retainsits
personal touch and local know-
how. And Istria, home of these
three friends, remainsasrusticand
relaxingasever. The vineyards, the
hilltop villages barely altered since
the Venetians, the outstanding
gastronomy and the easy
distancesbetween villa, coastand
destination restaurants, Croatia’s
best-keptsecretisasauthentic
and welcomingas when the three
foundersof My Istriasataround a
diningtablein2008.

What’s differentisthe 50,000-
plusannual holidaymakers
looking for the perfect place tostay.

Andinchoosingaprivatevilla
over ahotel, they have opted for
independence, privacy, flexibility
and diversity. Couples seek
intimacy. A family might need
fulluse of the pool and a plenty of
space forthe dogtorunaround.
Othersrevelin cooking, spending
the morning picking up seasonal
produceatthelocal market, fish
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freshthatdayand atop-notch
bottle of wine from the terroiron
whichitwasgrown, and takingthe
timetothrowitall together while
friendschatontheterrace. Open
anotherbottle, you’re on holiday.
And, attheend ofthe meal, there’s
noneed toworry about the bill.

Of course, notall ofthe funon
offerrevolvesthevilla, but those
seekingthethrillsofanactive
break might take advantage of
communaljacuzzitosoakaway
tired musclesafterahard day’s
cycling, hiking or windsurfing.

Now with more than 700

hand-picked properties, all vetted,
verified and accurately presented
ontheir website, My Istriahasthe
villato meet your holiday needs.
Andifyou’re notsure, ask. After
morethanten years of working
directlywith villaowners, the
team at My Istriacan deal with

Kokola

most requests and questions.
Remember—-MyIstriaisnota
booking website but along-term
venture set up by asmall group
offriendswhoserootslie here,
whosebusinessdependsuponthe
satisfaction of their guests.

My Istriaalso offers alow-price
guarantee, a property manager
available 24/7 before and during
yourstay, and all-risk coverage
with Allianz, the world’s largest
insurance company, forany
property damage or holiday
cancellation.

That’sthe detailstaken care of.
Nowwhat aboutyour holiday?

Family breaks
Ifyou’recomingtoIstriaasa
family, one of the first things you
needtoconsiderisapool. Thekids
cansplash aboutsafely whilethe
adults canstretch outonthe sun
lounger and dive in wheneverthe
lilo’s free. Proximity tothe seais
alsohandy-youwllwanttohavethe
option ofbeach daysaswell.
Anexcellentand affordable
choice would be the VillaKokola
near Umag, inIstria’s north-
west. Sleeping 5+1 guestsintwo
bedrooms, it’sintimate without

beingcrowded. Bythe poolisa
barbecue (with charcoal supplied)
and outside diningarea for alfresco
evenings, there’s private parking
fortwo cars, three sunloungers
and ahigh chair forthelittle one.
Ifitgetschillylateron, youcan
gatherround the fireplace with
aboard game. Thevillacomes
withthatall essential WiFi, plusa
dishwasher, washing machine and
coffee maker. The nearestbeach

is Skm away, the award-winning
AquaparkIstralandiaisunder
10kmandifyou’re herein July, you
canseetoptennisstarsinactionat
the Croatian Openin Umag. Pets
arealsowelcome.

Ifthere are more of you or you're
two familieslooking to combine
astay, the VillaRoveriamight be
justthe place. Here you have two
housesinone, offered asasingle
property for your use exclusively.
Sleepingten altogether, one house
with threebedrooms, the other
withtwo, the VillaRoveriahasa
large indoor areato give everyone
plenty of space, a private pool of
50square metres, aheated pool as
anadded extra, tensunloungers,
agardenandevenasauna.
Broadband WiFishould keepthe

kids happy, while the family can
gatherand watch afilmtogether
thankstothe DVD player. A
dishwasher, washing machine and
child’shigh chairwill alsocome
inhandy. Allisenclosed toallow
complete privacy.

Thelocation, 25km from
Pula Airport, couldn’tbe more
convenient, the pebble beaches
near Rovinjand FaZanano more
thana20-minutedrive. Once
you’rein FaZana, youcan hop over
tothe BrijuniIslands by taxi boat
toseereal dinosaur footprintsand
exoticcreatures fromIndiaand
Africa. Pula, withitsauthentic
Roman colosseum, has plenty to
offer foraday out, and you may
even catchamajormusicact
playingthe amphitheatre orthe
prestigious annual film festival.

Villa Kokola

-> https://www.myistria.com/en/
villas/in-umag/villa-kokola

Villa Roveria
-> https://www.myistria.com/en/
villas/in-central-istria/villa-roveria

Romantic getaways
Privacy and intimacy are essentials

Advertorial

forany romantic getaway - having
aworld-famousobservatory on
your doorstep for star-gazing a
deuxisthekind of fabulousextra
thatonlyruralIstriacan provide.
Afewminutes’ drive from Vi$njan,
site ofapublic observatory where
more than 100 minor planets
havebeendiscovered, the Villa
Moroisacosyidyll complemented
byapretty, carefully tended
garden. There, two sunloungers
await, orthere’s natural shade
under thetrees.

Here, in this restored old stone
hamlet, peace and tranquillity
areassured, meadows and woods
stretching out from this hilltop
location. At night, the two of you
cancurlup around the fireplace.
Thebedroom hasabalcony, and
you can choose between a bathtub
orshower, or even outdoor shower.
Youcan alsokeepintouch with
the outside world thanks to broad-
band WiFi.

You’'ll find ahandful of
restaurantsin ViSnjan or, under
20km away, Pore¢ has more
eateriesand beachesthan youcan
shakeastickat.

Closer tothe coastand withits
own private pool, the Villa Vista

Ty Roveria
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sulQuarnerohasthatwinning
romanticelement, aseaview.In
fact,aseaview from the pool. You
caneven enjoy asweeping vista
ofthe Bay of Kvarner fromthe
exercise treadmill available for
your use.

Here, 40km from Rijeka Airport,
you’re literally sittingabove the
gastronomic hub of Volosko, alittle
fishing village now dotted with
destination restaurants. Alittle
further down the coast is Opatija,
the grand dame of Croatian
resorts, where you can dine where
Habsburghigh society did some
125yearsago.

Ifyou prefertoeatathome,
there’sabarbecue, charcoaland an
outdoor dining area set before that
jaw-droppingseaview.

There’s more sea-view and pool-
side privacy at the VillaGabi, less
than 10km from the gastronomic
destination of Rovinj. And here
thepoolhasitsownjacuzzi
corner, gazing out over averdant
landscapebefore a horizon of pure
blueskyandsea.

Inside, the villahasunderfloor
heatingand afireplace, whilethe
outdoordiningareacomeswitha
barbecueand charcoal. You also
haveachoice of bedrooms, either
downstairsas part of the open-plan
livingarea, or upstairs with amore
striking view.

PulaAirportisunder 30km away
whilethe nearest main town, Bale,
isjust 3km away and can provide
thebasics of asupermarket,a
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bakeryandan ATM.
Villa Moro

-> https://www.myistria.com/en/
villas/in-porec/villa-moro

VillaVista sul Quarnero
-> https://www.myistria.com/en/villas/
in-opatija/villa-vista-sul-quarnero

Villa Gabi

-> https://www.myistria.com/en/
villas/in-rovinj/villa-gabi

Active holidays
Foranactivebreak, Istria’s
compactsize meansthatyou

cangowindsurfing, diving or

sailingone day and horseback
riding, trekking or mountain-
bikingthe next.

You’llalsoneed awell-equipped
villatocome hometo, somewhere
withajacuzziorsauna, orboth, to
relax tired muscles.

A20-minutedrive from Pula
Airportand aten-minute walk
fromthebeaches and surfingspot
of Barbariga, the Villa Valencan
hasboth anoutdoorjacuzziand
asauna, aswellasaprivate pool
which canbe heated onrequest.
Accommodating 6+2 guests
with threebedroomsand three

| Greyhouse

bathrooms, the villaalso has
private parkingbut, given the
proximity of Barbarigaand its
many hiddenbathingdestinations,
youcanevenleavethecarathome
andstill enjoy aday out.

Ifyou’re feeling alittle more
adventurous, thenyou’ll finda
German-runscubadivingcentre
at Polari, thisside of Rovinj,
under 10km away. Experienced
diverscan explore anumber of
shipwrecks, included the unique
Baron Gautsch passenger steamer,
while beginners have achoice of
fivelevels of courses.

AlsoonIstria’s south-west coast
butinPula, walking distance from
amarinaanddivingcentre, aquick
bushop from the historic centre
and ashortdrivetothe major
sportsattractions of Medulin, the
VillaBotanicaallowsyoutorelaxin
acommunal, outdoor, stand-alone
jacuzzi,asolar-heated private pool
and Finnish sauna. If you're still
feeling competitive after your day’s
exertions, youcan manthe games
console or challenge your friends
toagameof pool.

Anoutdoordiningareawitha
barbecue allows you to cook alfres-
coorthe manyrestaurants around
Verudamarinaare ashortstroll
away. Here, boat rental is also pos-
sible or you can charter your own
yacht. The nearest diving centre
—thereare several - offers daytime
and night-time exploration of
caves, reefsand wrecks. There’s
alsoaspecial course onunderwa-
ter photography.

If you’re looking to spend most
of yourtimeinthesea, then

Why myistria.com?

Over 720 beautiful villas
11 years of experience
Personaly verified villas
Simple booking processs

Live booking assistant

Telephone: 00385 1 222 70 50

E-Mail: contact@myistria.com web: www.myistria.com
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the Villa Greyhousein LiZnjan
should caterto all your needs.
Here, tucked in from the south-
eastern promontory of the Istrian
peninsula, you’re notonly a five-
minute drive from the surfing and
windsurfing spots onthe LiZnjan
coast, but almost equidistant
from Medulin and Premantura,
the main windsurfcentresof the
region. Halfway between LiZnjan
and Medulin, Samy’s Ranch
offers horseriding, quad biking
and paintball. Back at thevilla,
relax on the lounger around your
own private pooland soak up
some rays on the expansive sun
terrace.

VillaValencan
- https://www.myistria.com/en/
villas/in-rovinj/villa-valencan

Villa Botanica
-> https://www.myistria.com/en/
villas/in-pula/villa-botanica

Villa Greyhouse
-> https://www.myistria.com/en/
villas/in-pula/villa-greyhouse

Unique stays

Ifthestayitselfis the focus of your
getaway, then My Istria hasawhole
range of uniquevillas.

Nature lovers cankickbackin
the surrounds ofan ornithological
reserve atthe VillaBirds House,
anecolodgingofthree bedrooms
sleeping 5+3, three bathrooms,
private pool, luxuriant garden
and parking for eight cars. And, of
course, all thatbirdsong. Indoor
heatingis provided with awood-
fired oven.
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You’ll probably find yourselves
spending plenty of time in
The Nest, awooden pavilion
overlookingthe pool equipped
withalargecommunalbed. In
fact, with the sand-volleyball
court, basketball, badminton,
table tennis, minifootball and
dartboard, youneed never
leave the 5,000 square-metre
site, buttenbicycles are left for
guests’disposal toridedown to
thenearestsandybeach 1.5km
away. Therestaurants, shopsand
historicattractionsof Baleand
Rovinjarealsolessthan 10km
from the property. If you prefer to
cookathome, there’sabarbecue,
charcoal and spaciousdiningareas
indoorand out.

Folirantica

Uptotenpeople canstay at
the Villa Folirantica, halfthe
population ofthe surrounding
village of Foli. Here the local
medieval nobility built this
grandiose propertyinthe 1600s.
Fortunately its current owner
isaworld-renowned interior
designer, commissioned by
thelikes of Stingand Carlos
Santana. Private pool, underfloor
heating, fireplace, rustic terrace,
indoor and outdoor dining areas
forten, with air-conditioning
throughout, allisaseamlessand
stylish marriage of medieval
and contemporary. Thick stone
walls ensure privacy —asthe
countsof yesteryear would have
appreciated.

Restaurantsand shopscan
befoundinthesizeablevillage
of Svetvin¢enat 3km away,
dominated by Grimandi Castle.
Thenearestbeachisin Rovinj
16km away, the nearestairportis
Pula, 22km away.

Leavingvillasaside, the most
unusual property in the whole My
Istria portfoliois the Lighthouse
Marlera. Built off the south-eastern
tipofIstriain 1875, renovated
and converted intoacomfortable,
three-bedroomlodgingin2012,
the Lighthouse Marleraisremote
yetwell-connected, with Pula
Airportonly 10km away. A few
steps away, however, isthesea,
the crashing waves a constant
reassuringbackdrop. A giant,
shaded outdoorbed allows you to
liebackand listentothe seagulls.
Inside, you canwarmup around
thefireplace on chilly evenings.

There’sscubadiving, cycle hire
and surfing practically on your
doorstepwhileafreeboatservice
cantake youacrosstotheisland of
Levan, withitssandybeach and
waterside bars.

Villa Birds House
-> https://www.myistria.com/en/
villas/in-rovinj/villa-birds-house

Villa Folirantica
- https://www.myistria.com/en/villas/
in-central-istria/villa-folirantica

Lighthouse Marlera

- https://www.myistria.com/en/

villas/in-pula/lighthouse-marlera
myistria.com
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Istria’s historic main city of Pula is
symbolised by its Roman amphitheatre,
scene of a surprisingly wide range of
outdoor events every summer.

ISTRIA'S HISTORIC main city of
Pulaissymbolised byits Roman
amphitheatre, scene ofasurpris-
ingly wide range of outdoor events
every summer. Roman remains
also form Pula’scity centre,
dominated by a hilltop Venetian
fortress. With docksratherthan
beaches nearby, many head south
for out-of-town seaside funin Ver-
udelaand Medulin.

Explore Croatia’s
Colosseum

Itdoesn’trequire much
imagination to conjureup the
gladiatorial battles that would have
taken placein Pula’s Amphitheatre
2,000yearsago.Infact,youcan
evenstandinthetunnelsand
corridorswhere warriorsand lions
were kept before entertaining
crowdsofupto25,000.Built
overthe course ofacentury, the
Amphitheatre was given its final
touchesin AD81 by the Emperor
Titus, also responsible forthe
Colosseum in Rome. Today Pula’s
ismoreintact, boastinganear
completering of walls. Itisalso
inregularuse, stagingthe Film
Festival, the opening night of
electronic music bash Outlookand
big-name concerts.

Enter Pulain triumph

Having helped win

the Battle of Actiumin
31BC, the high-ranking Sergii
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familybuiltatriumphal arch
tothemselvesin Pula. The
Archofthe Sergii remainsthe
main gateway into what is now
Pula’s historic centre, virtually
intactafter more than 2,000
years. Today’s pedestrians

walk below its portal toaccess
ulicaSergijevaca, somewhat
incongruously passing abranch

of Spanish clothing chain Mango.

Closer inspection of the historic
landmarkreveals detailsrelating
tothe events of 31BC, the names
ofthe Sergii claninscribed
onthe columns, and achariot
onthe frieze.

Go wild at Outlook

The Croatian offshoot of

Leedsfestival SubDub,
September’s Outlookis a four-day
celebration of soundsystem culture
thattakes place at two stand-out
locations around Pula. Afterthe
openingnightatthe Amphitheatre,
theaction movestothe mainsiteat
the abandoned fort of Punta Chris-
to. Tunnels, moats and beaches
allcomeintoplay asleadingexpo-
nentsof dubstep, ragga, garage and
reggae make best use of theisolated
location. Three-hourboat parties
setoffatregularintervals.
-> outlookfestival.com

Pula Colosseum

Hit the water
at Medulin

Themaindestinationin
Istria for watersports, Medulin
spreadsoutaround atwisting
promontory ashortdrive (orbus
ride) south-west of Pula. Dotted
with campsites and resort hotels,
Medulin offers all kinds of activi-
tiesonand, toalesser extent, off
the water. You can charter aboat
orlearn howtosail, dive with vary-
ingdegrees of difficulty, windsurf,
surf, waterski, jetskiorjustjump on
aninflatablebananaboat.

Outlook Festival
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dishes in 21st-century

surroundings
Recently opened Epulon Food &
WinesitsbyPula’s historic centre
butthiscontemporaryeateryis
anythingbutstaid. Smooth light
wood and bare brick typify this
open-plan, high-ceilinged estab-
lishment, offset by industrial-style
lighting. Istrian tapas may be one
way todescribe the menu, although
youmay also find regional favour-
itessuch asfuzi pastawith truffles,
seafood spaghettiand thelike.
Portionsare generous, particularly
whereburgersare concerned. Of
the many Istrian wines, Tomaz
from Motovun is the most promi-
nent, rosé, malvazijaand teran.
Occasional live musicaugments
your pleasantdining experience.
- Epulonova 4 (098 949 9023,
facebook.com/epulonfoodwine)

Admire photog&aphy

at Galerija Makina

Callingitself‘an exhibition
space for contemporary photog-
raphy’,theevening-only Galerija
Makinanearthe Pulawaterfront
offersaregularly changing calendar
ofchallengingart. Runby Has-
san Abdelghani, a photographer
himself, the gallery staged shows

5 Sample classic Istrian
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with New York,awomen'’s prison
and motherhood astheirthemes.
Displaysarenotlimited to photo-
graphic paper-videoworksare
alsoincluded, such asNothing New
Under The Sunby award-winning
Austrian Michael Goldgruberin
2017.Fortheautumnof2018,
Aleksbakovski’s Prolaznik (‘Passer-
by’) attracted the cream of Pula’s
culturalscenetoitsopening night.
-> Kapitolinski trg 1 (092 306 7619)

7 Sip coffee at Cvajner

Withaprimelocationon

the focal Roman forum,
Cvajnerdoesjusticetoits
surroundings, filling a former
bankwith tastefully arranged
retro furniture, objetsd’artand
bohemian finds. Its alternative
name isthe Kunstcafe. Butthere’s
more to Cvajner than wacky design
beneath high ceilings. Offering
thebest coffee in town, Cvajner
alsohasthebestselection of beers,
from Belgium, Germany and
beyond, and cooling fruit cocktails
insummer. Throwinashaded
terrace beside the Renaissance
CityHalland 2,000-year-old
Temple of Augustus, and you
several compelling reasonsto
start, orend, the day here.
-> Forum2

.

See how locals

lived underTito

Openedin2018,the Memo
Museum isnotacollection of
notesbutrather memories —
memoriesof howlocalslived
here fromthe 1950stothe 1980s.
Divided intothreesections, a
street, acity square and aflat,
itdisplaysitemssuchasaFico
car, black-and-white televisions,
rollerskates and old-school
computers. The museum operates
from March to November and
isopenby priorappointment
(memomuseumpula@gmail.com)
duringthe winter.
-> Scalierova 4 (099 827 7280,
memo-museum.com)

Sample local wines

atEnoteca Istriana

With 14 choices of malvasia
alone, the Enotecalstrianaonthe
ForumisPula’s go-tovenue for
regional wines. Sommelier Alena
Stupari¢ hasselected thered Teran
range - from Marko GerZinié,
GianfrancoKozlovi¢ and Franc
Arman -withequal careand atten-
tion. Bothanoutletand abar, the
Enotecaisalsothe placetotaste
the famed Istrian prosciuttoand
olives. Knowledgeable staffareon
handtoguidetheuninitiated, and
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Restaurant Milan

asmall array of samples might be
the way tostartany visit.

-> Forum 11 (099 323 6541,
stefanija.com/hr/enoteka)

Catch an
affordable lunch
at Hook and Cook

Istrian street food may be one way
todescribe Hookand Cook Pula,
aconvivialnewbierightonthe
city’smain dragof Sergijevaca. As
well as piscine renditions of quick-
lunch favourites — tunasaurus,
prawntilla, tunasteak burger

- H&C offers marende, cheap
lunchesasonce found allalongthe
Croatian littoral. Forunder 40kn,
youmay beserved sardines, tuna
salad orbrodet, bestaccompanied
byaglassofequally affordable
housered. Thechipsarealso
excellent - with a portion of fried
calamari, your basic butdelicious
mealiscomplete.

- Sergijevaca 18

Fine dine at Milan
Inasecluded spotby
the naval cemetery

outside of the city centre, Milan
hasbeenthe gold standard for
quality dining in Pula over many
years. Reassuringly pricy but

by nomeans extortionate, this

family-run concernisthe kind of
placethatallowsyoutoindulgein
one holiday splash-out. Shellfish
isthewaytogo here, and most
dishesinvolve the own-made olive
oil produced within close range
oftherestaurant. Much like the
menu, the wine listis extensive
and focused on Istrian produce.
Milanisalsoathree-star hotel, so
ifyou’re making a night of it, you
canevenstay over.

- Stoja 4 (052 300 200, milan1967.hr)

Party at
Saccorgiana Bay
Openuntil2amand

4am all weekend, the summer-
only Zeppelin Beach Bar attracts
regular revellers from Pula
toastretchofbeachrightin
Saccorgiana Bay. A music policy of
electronica-only usually involves
house or dubstep, though the
ZBB can also be patronised by
day, whenyoucan find atable
and welcome shadeunderthe
trees. Cocktailsare the way togo
here, all reasonably affordable
soyou’ll have enough for the taxi
backinto town.

- Zlatne stijene, Uvala Saccorgiana,

Verudela (091 654 5117, facebook.
com/pg/ZeppelinBeachBar)

Browse Pula
Market
Unlike the main

marketsin major Croatian cities
such asSplitand Dubrovik, Pula’s
ishousedinahistoricbuilding
withadistinctive architectural
style. Constructed out of wrought
iron by the Habsburgs, Pula

B Pula, market

Discover Istria’s
oldest urban
settlement

PastPulaAirport, some 10km
north-east oftown, Nesactium was
the main settlement of the original
Histritribe who would give the

Market was unveiled before city
dignitarieson 18 October 1903.
Around theimpressive creation
of metal and glass, they planted
rows of chestnut trees to provide
shade, where outdoor stalls were
alsosetup. A complete six-month
rebuildin 1997 remained true regionitsname. Whenthe Romans
totheoriginal whileimproving laid siegetothetown, legend
conditions of storage, refrigeration hasitthatitsleader, Epulon, and
and ventilation. Traders still fill local families killed themselves
two floors with meat, fishand ratherthanbetaken prisoner. The
sundry local produce, while Romans duly destroyed what was
fresh fruit, vegetables, honeys, left of original Nesactium and
wines and oils can be found they created anewtown onitssite,
outside underthe ever-present with a forum, bathsand temples.
chestnuttrees. Afterthe fall ofthe Roman Empire,
- Narodnitrg 9 (052 218 122, trznica-pula.hr) Nesactium later fell into disrepair.
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Todaythesiteisanarchaeological
park, with remains of the walls
built by the Histri tribe and the
Romans, ofanecropolisand the
private villas where the better-off
lived 2,000 years ago.

-> Muntié¢ (ami-pula.hr)

Follow a
Mediterranean
diet

Tucked away amid ascattering of
holiday homes some 2km from
thesea, Farabutotakessome
finding -butlocal taxidriversare
pretty familiar with it by now. The
reasonisseasonal - here, the menu
changesaccordingtothetime of
year. Theteam at Farabutorely
onsmall-batchlocal producers
tosupply meat, cheese and
vegetables, the fish landed close by
and withinarelatively shorttime
ofitbeing treated to Belci or Slajner
oliveoil. Thisisthe placetotrythe
famed langoustines from Kvarner
Bayor, ararityin these parts, goat
—-accordingtoseason, of course.

-> Sisplac ulica 15 (052 386 074, farabuto.hr)

Investigate
contemporary art
Located inthisadapted

space of aformer printing works
since2011, the Museum of
Contemporary Artof Istria has
beenstaging regular exhibitions
whileworkingonsettingupa
more permanent home withinthe
Venetian fortress. The latest date
forrelocationis2020. In similar
vein, the museum, known by its

Museum of Contemporary Art of Istria

2019 Time Out Istria



Croatian acronym of MSUI, has
asomewhat flexible structure,
broken down into four main areas.
These include Designs & Posters,
and Photography, Film & Video,
aswellas Contemporary Artand
Foreign Art. Temporary shows
tend tofocusonIstrian artists,
though there’s always room for
works from elsewhere inthe
region, such asthe sculptures of
Bosnia’s Alem Korkut, by way of
recentexample.

- Svivana1(052 351 541, msu-istre.hr)

Scale Pula Fortress
When the Venetians
wanted adefensive

fortressbuilt here, they turned to
French military architect Antoine
deVille. Bestknown for hisstar-
shaped citadel at Montreuil inthe
Pas-de-Calais,de Villecreated a
similar construction for Pula. On
the lofty site where the ancient
tribe of Histri built their fort,

the four-pointed fortress now
protected Pula’s port. Today it
provides fine views of the historic
centretoonesideand the cranesof
the nearby shipyard totheother.
Sadly,youwon’tbeabletosee
much ofthe Roman theatre that
oncestood below —its stones were
puttogoodusehereinthe 1630s.
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Enjoy Istrian
family hospitality
Inthe homelysur-

roundings of the KonobaBoc-
caporta, themottointhelocal
vernacularis Lipabesidadopire
sakavrata-‘Anice word opens
thedoor’. Braised on hot coals,
boskarin beefand octopusare deli-
ciouslysucculentandserved with
seasonal vegetables, all the kind

of quality youmight find atdining
establishmentsthatcananddo
charge more. Despite the rustic set-
ting, Boccaparta only datesbackto
2014, Toni Draguzet and his family
settingthe tonewith aroaring fire-
placeand wooden beams. It’s all
afairstroll south-east oftown but
worththetaxijourney.

- Dolinka 18 (052 506 266,
konoba-boccaporta.com)

Visita Roman
temple
Pula’sRoman Forum

wasonce fringed by threetemples.
Whileitremainsthe mainsquare
ofthecity’s historic centre, car-
freeand dotted with café terraces,
the Forum now only hasone: the
Temple of Augustus. Standing
nexttothe City Hall, which ate

up part ofthe Temple of Juno, the
Temple of Augustusisremarkably

intact, and considered one of the
finest ofitskind outside Italy.
Supported by elegant Corinthian
columns, it beckonstobe explored
butitslateruses, onceasagranary,
havecleareditsinterior of much
historicdetail. What you see is
alapidarium, with adisplay of
Romansculpture -but the thrill
ofbeinginside such asstately
landmarkbuilt forand duringthe
time of Augustus should satisfy
most curious visitors.

Do your drinking
at the docks
Facingthe ACI

Marina, the recently opened
Shipyard Pubis helpingbring
tolife Pula’srather moribund
waterfront, staging regular
parties, live musicand DJsina
stylish, tastefully post-industrial
setting. Celebratingthe history
ofthe Uljanik shipyard through
achronological photographic
exhibition, this popular

pub allows students, young
professionals and everyday
localsto mingle around along bar
counter oroutside in summer.
It’sahuge space —butwas
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packed to the gills for the World
Cupin2018.

-> Svetog Teodora 1 (097 792

6024, theshipyardpub.hr)

See how Romans
fought, dressed
and groomed

Runningweekly over the whole
summer except duringthe PulaFilm
Festival, Spectacvla Antiqvauses
Pula’svenerableamphitheatreto
bringRoman historyand civilisa-
tiontolife,and useitastheback-
drop forgladiator fights with real
weapons, workshops and displays of
ancientclothingand hairstyles, all
with narrative explanation. Admis-
sionis 80kn, 40kn for children.

Discover the
secrets of the
Mediterranean diet

The Ancient Romans processed
oliveoilin Pulaand here, atthe
House ofIstrian Olive Oil near the
Arena, you cansee how thiswas
done 2,000years ago. Compared
with production today, the only
differenceisinthetechnology
—thetastes, aromas, chemical
compositions and health benefits

Temple of Augustus

You're only seconds away
from a great bar, an amazing
new restaurant or the latest
things to do in Istria.
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remain pretty much thesame, asa
visit here will reveal. Find out from
anexpertastheyshowyouhowto
recognise top-quality extravirgin
olive oil, anIstrian speciality.
Leadingbrandsareavailableinthe
museum shop, alongwith truffles,
lavender and Mediterranean plant-
based cosmetics.

- UlicasvTeodora 1A (052 661

235, oleumhistriae.com)

Admire artand
partyin a war-
time shelter

Pula’slatest and perhaps most
unique attractionisso-called
Zerostrasse, accessed at Carrarina
Nos.1and 3. Aseriesof tunnels
built to protect Pulacitizens during
airraids - originally for World War
Ibutalso for World War II - these
passagewaysare somethreeto
sixmetreswide and 2.5 metres
high.Ifyou'revisitingin summer,
youmightenjoythe cool -the
temperature never rises above
200C. Today apartofthe tunnel
isused for exhibitions, cultural
gatheringsand parties.
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Takeinartata
sacred site
OnKastel, thehill

dominating Pula, stands the newly
renovated Museum and Gallery
SvetaSrca, named after the Holy
Order whobuilt thischurch of
thesame namein 1908. Closed
after World WarIl, the church
waseventually taken over by the
Archaeological Museum ofIstria.
Itslongrenovation eventually
provided Pulawith one of Croatia’s
most spectacular and prestigious
exhibition spaces for high-profile,
temporary shows. The stunning
light-filled interior plays hostto
arichmenu of special-interest
historyexhibitions, contemporary
artinstallations and other

cultural events.

-> Svlvana 1 (ami-pula.hr)

See how cranes
I| ht up awhole
shipyard

Lighting Giantsistheunique
work of creative designer Dean
Skira, who brings Pula’s Uljanik
Shipyardtolife by illuminating

Shipyard Pub

itscranes. Asophisticated remote
controlsystem governsthelighting
andscenography, and involves
some 16,000 different color
combinations.
Thisspectacularshow and light-
ingdisplay runseveryevening
from duskuntil 10pm, and until
midnightin summer, with differ-
entcombinations for special occa-
sions, holidays and events.
- youtube.com/
watch?v=3dEWGo8UwfU&app=desktop

Walk through
historyina
hllltop citadel

Atthehighest pointin Pula, the
Historical & Maritime Museum of
Istriahasoccupied thisadapted
Venetian fortification since 1955.
Several departments—Pula,
medieval and modern Istriaand
maritime -doacomprehensive
jobofexplaininglocal and regional
development. What makes this
institutionstand outisitsniche
collections, of old photographs,
coins, insignia and uniforms,
amongotherthings. Witha
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fascinatingtrove of phonographs,
videosand maps,and given

the patchwork past of this port,
ruled by Habsburgs, Italiansand
Socialistsinlessthan 50 years,
this makes foravery worthwhile
visitindeed.

-> Gradinski uspon 6 (052 211 566, ppmi.hr)

Explore Brijuni
The Brijuni

archipelagolies off
Istria’swest coast,a 15-minute
boatjourney from Fazana, just
northofPula. Mostofthe 14
islandsare offlimitsto the public.
Luckily, thereissomuchtoseeon
the othertwo that you’re unlikely to
feelhard doneby.

Veliki Brijuniisthelargestand
containsthe vast majority oflocal
treasures. Beautiful and vaguely
surreal - English country estate
meets Jurassic Park - it consists
ofhectares of well-maintained,
green parkland surrounded by the
dazzling Adriaticand planted with
avenues of prehistoric-looking
pines. Thisiswhereyou’llfinda
golf course, bird sanctuary, botani-
cal gardens, zoo and safari park,
three museums and the main
archaeological sites. Amap of the
islandsis posted atits harbour -
including details of where to find
thedinosaur footprints that dot
theshoreline.

Brijuni had towaituntil 1893
beforeitwasrescued by Austrian
steel magnate Paul Kupelwieser. He
excavated Roman treasures, built
villas, planted trees, landscaped
gardens, built the first 18-hole
golfcoursein continental Europe
and even established azoo. Kupel-
wieser had, infact, created hisown
Xanadu-buthediedin1918.

Brijunilater passed intothe
hands of Mussolini’sItaly. After
World War I the Brijuni archi-
pelago, along with the rest of Istria,
became part of Tito’s Yugoslavia.
The Yugoslavleader used Brijuni
ashisbase, conductingdiplomacy
with the Non-Aligned Movement
and invitingthe world’srichand
famousto hisidyllic playground.
Asyoustep onto Veliki Brijuni’s
quayside you are followinginthe
footsteps of Haile Selassie, Queen
ElizabethII, JFK, Sophia Loren
—anyonewhowasanyoneinthe
1960s. You cansee themdocu-
mented in the Josip Broz TitoOn
Brijuni’ exhibition.

Atouristtrain pootlesaround
the mainisland for you tosee most
oftheattractions at one go.

Thearchipelagoand
surrounding waters were
proclaimed anational parkin
1983, served by a frequent shuttle
boat from Pula 6km away.

- np-brijuni.hr

See Roman Pula
invirtual reality
Asanewfeature,a

walking tour has been devised for
youtoexperience how Pulawould
havelooked like 2,000 years ago.
Equipped with VR glassesand a
digital map, youstroll through the
old city centre, stoppingatseven
viewpointstodonyour VR glasses
and immerse yourselfintothe
visual and auditory experience

of Roman Pula. Pointsinclude

the Triumphal Arch of the Sergi,
the Forumand the Arena. VR
tourscome with aspecialised
guide (360kn), or self-guided
(190kn) versions are available.
Tours run from May to Octobet,
booked through the website or
from the Dolija Olive Oil shop at
Narodnitrg3.

-> virtualrealitycroatia.com

Meet sharks,
jellyfish and
seahorses

Pula Aquariumisthe most
popularofitskindin Croatia,
dedicated toshowingthe beauty
and diversity ofthe underwater

world and emphasise the need for
its protection. Setup in historic
Verudelafortress, itishometo
some 200 species. Sharks, jellyfish
and seahorses are the most sought-
afterattractions, alongwith the
Marine Turtle Rescue Centre, the
aquarium’s biggest contribution to
marine conservation. The roof of
the fort offers magnificent views of

Pulaandthesea, and now displays
amassive steel dome, the final
stage of areconstruction project to
incorporate three new huge tanks.
- Verudela (052 381 402, aquarium.hr)

Indulgeina
Roman feast
Runningover four

Saturdays from May 25, theannual

Lighting Giants

Days of Antiquity - Pula Superi-
orvm festival transforms Pulainto
AncientRome, with gladiators
inthe Arena, attractive women
wanderingaround the Forumin
Romandressesand hairstyles, and
indulgent gastronomy, all back-
dropped by imaginative displays of
sound and light.

-> pulasuperiorum.com

Brijuni
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BEST OFTHE REST
BOCA Bar

Upscalesnacksand drinks are
the main attraction here, inven-
tive bruschettas, fine winesand
gin-based cocktails with high-end
base spirits. Halfway between the
Venetian citadel and the marina,
you're alsoin historic part of Pula,
lendingalittle atmosphere as you
sipyour Aperol spritzand nibble
onatruffletapa.

- Kandlerova 34 (052 382 390)

HeliconVintage Bar
Thisisagreatin-the-know kind of
bar, wherelocal regulars mingle
with tourists, with anice buzz
aboutthe place, particularly
ifthere’sbeenahappy hour
thrown into the mix. DJs play
toall-comersin high season,
while autumn and winter lend
themselvesto themed nights,
retro Yugo, thatkind of thing.
Decorislittlebut bare brickand
alittleoriginal art - just goes
toshowwhatyoucandowith
theright crowd. Drinks help,

of course, craft Croatian beers,
draught Paulaner and cocktails
served injar-shaped glasses.

-> Smareglina 2 (095 764 4663,
facebook.com/HeliconVintageBar)
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Kod Kadre
Onaquietstreetbehind the Pula
Arenaashortwalk away, Kod
Kadre serves massive, but massive,
portions of classic Balkan meat
dishes, with all the trimmings.
Pricesare fractionally higher
thanyou’d pay atacompletely
rock-bottom local corner grill, but
you'realso getting alittle extra
quality interms of salads, ajvar and
comfort. Themenuisalsoalittle
more extensive, with schnitzel and
mixed grill options. Come with
anappetite.

- Teslina 51 (052213 770,
facebook.com/Kod.Kadre)

Konoba Istriana

Way down in the watersports hub
of Pomer, the Konoba Istriana
knows how to handle boskarin
0x,scampiand, perhaps the

key towhy diners come down
here from Pula, a pekalid. Suc-
culentseafood and meat dishes
are slow-cooked in hot coals,
anoptionyou’llneed toordera
dayinadvance. Whatever canbe
home-made, is, such as the pasta,
while the prosciutto and vegeta-
blesare sourced from close to
home. Amalijaand Milan Kerniat
keep a cosy spot, operating year-
round, closed lunchtimesand

Wednesdays in winter.
-> Pomer331 (0953950914,
konoba-istriana.com)

0Old City Bar

This pub-like drinking destina-
tion is where tocome towatch
the match, two bigscreens setup
around thelongbar counter lined
with tall stools for pint drinkers.
There’s akitchen, too, burgers,
¢evapiand grilled fish enjoyed
inside and out, aterrace of red-
checked tabletopseither covered
or catching the sun, as you wish.
Atthefoot ofthe Venetian cita-
del,it’sallashort walk from the
marinaand most oftheRoman
sights. Evenin winter, it’salmost
a24-houroperation, opening for
(very) early morning coffee and
closing way past midnight.

- Danteovtrg 1 (052222 944,
facebook.com/oldcity.pula)

Piazza Nove
Openedjustintimetocatchthe
seasoninJuly 2018, Piazza Nove
doesthesimple thingsright,
anditslocation by the Temple of
Augustusinthe heart of historic

Pulakeepsthe punterscomingin.

Hulking great burgers are served
with fresh accompaniments and
abowl of tasty, hand-cut chips,
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! BOCA Bar

oryoucould opt for something
more local and order up a platter
of scampi, mussels and blitva. The
salads are generally excellent and,
giventhe rows of tables catch-
ingthesuninoutside, the Piazza
Nove is more suitable for lunch
afteramorningof traipsing round
the Pula Arena and waterfront.

> Kapitolinski trg 9 (092 374 5535,
business.facebook.com/piazza.nove.pula)

Restaurant Oasi

Attached to the four-star
boutique hotel of the same name
with spa and outdoor pool, the
Oasiisunsurprisingly classy,

the kind of place that makes it
worth the taxijourney from town
ifyou’re not stayingdown here

by the marina. Cream of shrimp
soup is embellished with fresh
black truffles, that’shome-made
gnocchiwith the beefragout

and GranaPadano cheese, the
swordfish is marinated in olive
oiland herbswhile thefillet of sea
bass comesin asauce of sparkling
wine. Thisis alsoone ofthe best
spotsin Pula for steak. Prices are
very reasonable for the quality

of fare, presentation and service,
whilethe enclosed garden terrace
lends alittleintimacy.

- Pjescana uvala X-12A (052 397 910, oasi.hr)

BEACHES

Withthe main shipyardin opera-
tion here since the mid-1800s, the
waterfrontinthecity centre has
longsince been given overtoindus-
try, but there are plenty of beaches
ashortbusjourney fromtown.

The mainonesare all due south.
ThenearestonesatStojaand Lun-
gomare are fine for apaddle - most
notably Valkanein Zelenika Bay,
with tennis courts nearby. Part of
theseafront hereissandy, ideal for
children and also adapted fordisa-
bled visitors. The nextbay along,
Gortanova, near the Hotel Pula,
alsohaseasyaccesstothesea, with
pinetreescloseat hand forshade.

A couple of kilometres further
southis Verudela, aheadland
focused on holiday pleasure, dot-
ted with hotels and surrounded
byshingle or smooth-stone
beaches. Popularonessuchas
Histria offer plenty of shade,
with loungers and umbrellasto
rent. Climbinginflatablesinthe
water should keep the kids busy
andthere’sanaquarium atthe
nearby fortress. On the other side
ofthe fortress, near the Park Plaza
Arena hotel, Hawaii beach, aka
Havajsko, comprises pebblesthat
slope ever so gently down into the
water, ideal for smaller children
alittle nervousaboutgoingin. As
if by contrast, locals use the cliffs
alongside tojump offinto the sea

-only try thisif you know what
you’re doing.
Onthesamesideofthe headland
as Stoja, asyou come into Verudela,
Ambrelabeachissandy, thesea
clear, with changing cabinsand
showers alongside. Again, loung-
ers,umbrellasand basicbeach
amenitiessuch as pedaloscanbe
rented —and, like Histria, Ambrela
hasbeen awarded a Blue Flag.
Pulaisthe gatewayto Premantu-
raand Cape Kamenjak, where Istria
runsoutofland atitsfarsouthern
tip, sometento 15 kilometres from
town. The seasurroundingthisjag-
ged coastline of some 30 kilome-
tresiscrystal clearbutcanberough
the further south you go. Less
experienced swimmers should
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stickto popular bathing spots such
as Stupice near the campsite ofthe
same name, with itstennisand
volleyball courts, and windsurfing
centre. Convivial Debeljak Bay also
attractsbathers, withabeachbar
closeby.

Dotted around the far southern
tip are swimmingspots of varying
degrees of comfort and safety,
usually with makeshift alongside.

Acrossfromtheeastcoastof
Premantura, Medulinhasbeen
builtaround holiday fun, with the
sandybeach at Pje§¢anaBay a family
favourite. Windsurfing, SUPand div-
ingcanall befound nearby. Medulin
isa15-to20-minutedrive fromPula
withscoresofhotelsand campsites
should youwishtostayover.
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Advertorial

A cultural
tourof Pula

Festivals of film and electronic music, and concerts by everyone
from Elton John to José Carreras, fill the 2,000-year-old arena, with
its near intact walled ring. Roman remains also form Pula’s city
centre, dominated by a hilltop Venetian fortress.

THE BEAUTY of Pula is that it packs in 3,000
years of history and sights, from classic Roman
to cutting-edge contemporary, within a space
of under one square kilometre. It can be
explored in an hour or two. Or, when there’s a
festival taking place, a whole day which may
well run late into the evening.

The mosticonicstarting pointis, of course,
the Amphitheatre, known asthe Arena. It was
builtinthe 1stcentury AD duringthe reign of
Emperor Vespasian, atthe sametime asthe
magnificent Colosseum in Rome. But while the
Colosseum in Rome all too rarely hosts concerts
(and whenitdoes, they’relocated outside), the

Arenaisstill very much part of Pula’s cultural
landscape. Allsummer longthe biggest names
inpopular music - Luciano Pavarotti, Elton
John, David Gilmour (Pink Floyd), Massive
Attack, Grace Jones, Sting — perform within its
nearintactwalled ring. Since 1954, the Pula
Film Festival hasbeen held here. In fact, the
Arenaforms partofitslogo, the venue now
synonymous with an event thatonce attracted
thelikes of Sophia Loren and Elizabeth Taylor.
Inmorerecenttimes, the Arenahasalso hosted
theopening night of the Outlookand Dimensions
festivals offerworld-renowned acts from the gen-

Pula Colosseum
resof dubstep, techno, hiphopand drum ‘n’bass.

()

Museum of Contemporary Art of Istria

Galerija Makina
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In2018, thefestivaladded another site to
itsroster: nearby Zerostrasse. Accessed along
Carrarina, thisseries of tunnels wasbuilt to
protect Pulacitizens duringair raids, originally
for World War Ibut also for World War II. Reno-
vated and reopened, they now provide aunique,
atmospheric space for exhibitions, cultural
gatheringsand parties.

Heading down Carrarinatowards the seawill
position you near two of the city’s museums,
the Olive Oil Museum and the Museum of
Contemporary Art of Istria.

Furtherdown Carrarinathe other wayis
the heart ofhistoric Pula, where the Gate of
Hercules, the SmallRoman Theatre, Twin Gates
and the Triumphal Arch of the Sergiiare allin
fantastic condition.

Risingupbehind the Small Roman Theatre,
thehill that once housed the prehistoric
hill fort settlement isthe Kastel. It was later
fortified by the Venetians, and now iswhere
you’llfind key culturalinstitutionssuch asthe
Historical & Maritime Museum of Istria, where
photographs, maps and videos throw light on
Pula’s patchwork past. Also here, on oneside
ofthehill, isthe Museum and Gallery Sacred
Hearts (SvetaSrca), astunning and prestigious
exhibition spacesetupinacentury-old church.

Underneath the Kastel hill, the original
Roman forumisovershadowed by the Temple
of Augustus, which wasbuiltaround 2 BC, the
same time asthe first wooden arena was builton
thesiteatwhich the Amphitheatre standstoday.

Here, you're afew paces from the Communal
Palace, which dates from the 13th century
andistodayused asthetown hall or, further
around the Forum, The Punishment of Dirce,
anincredibly well preserved but violent
floor mosaic which wasuncovered following
bombing ofthe city in World War 1.

Alsocloseisthe Uljanik Shipyard, opened
by Habsburg Empress Elisabeth, wife of Franz
Josef,in 1856. Ships are still being built here
today, butin more recent years the dockyard
gained an extradimension when Croatian
lighting designer Dean Skira transformed the
cranesinto abright, multi-coloured spectacle.
Controlled by asophisticated remote control
system, Lighting Giants flashes out some
16,000 colour combinations every evening
from duskuntil 10pm, and even until midnight
insummer. As well asbringing this historic
facility intothe 21st century, Lighting Giants
hashelped to popularise the Visualia Festival,
thefirstof itskind in Croatia.In2019it cele-
bratesitsseventh year. Runningover three days
inSeptember, Visualia brings international 3D
andlightingartists, showcasing the very latest
audiovisual technology.

Bringinghistory full circle, and spanning
3,000yearsof humanachievementinPula, as
partofthe VisualiaFestivalin 2015, arecord
number of people participated in creatinga
Light Postcard within the Roman Arena. More
than 4,000 visitors came together toform
theworld’slargest humantorchlitimage,
spellingout the words ‘Pula + Istria’ in the city’s
signature colours of green and yellow.
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Fazana
Top10

This attractive fishing village offers
more than just a launchpad to
Brijuni islands.

CLOSE TO PULA, the fishing
settlement of FaZana is usually
visited as it’s the jumping-off
point for boats to the Brijuni
Islands, a national park and
historical curiosity. Spend time
here on the mainland, though,
and you’ll find a few decent
restaurants — FaZana is also
known for its sardines, there’s
even a festival dedicated to them
every August - and a scattering of
sights and beaches.

Sample Fazana

sardines at the

Konoba Batana
Wherebetter tosample FaZzana’s
famed sardinesthan hereatthe
KonobaBatana, named afterthe
flat-bottomed boats fishermen
stilltake outtosea. You'realso
rightonthe waterfront, close to
the taxiboat for Brijuni. Sardines
canbeenjoyed asacold starter,
aspartofthefisherman’ssalad,
integral tothe fish platter for
twoor, quitesimply, grilled with
divineolive oil, sprinkled with
lemonandservedtentoaplate.
There are plenty of other options,
of course, such as white fish with
blitvagreens and classic Balkan
carnivorous favourite pljeskavica,
ahulking meat patty with ajvar
toaccompany.
> Trg stare 3kola 17 (098 912
7212, batana-fazana.eu)

Explore aWorld War |
German submarine

FaZana’s maindiving
centre, Hippocampus takes divers
ofvaryingabilitiesto several
interesting wrecks within easy
reach ofthis part of the coast. Close
toPula, theso-called Submarine
82 wassunkbythe Germans
themselves towardsthe end of
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World Warl. Atadepth of some 36
metres, it lies closeto Stojabeach,
itsstern open, allowingdiversto
peekinandseewhat’sleft of the
militaryequipmentacentury later.
Othernearby wrecksincludean
Italian minesweeper, a Yugoslav
tugboatand Italian cargo ship
thatsankin 1915. Hippocampus
also offersscuba-diving

courses foradultsand children,
minimumageten.

-> Autocamp BiVillage, Dragonja 115

(099 400 6922, hippocampus.hr)

Visit a church from

the sixth century

Afewhundred metres from
the modest centre of FaZanastands
SvElizeja, asimple church thesize
and shape ofasmall house. There’s
littleby way of decoration —infact,
there’slittle by way of any glass
atall -although early Christian
symbolsand graves have been
found alongside. Like the church
itself, they dated backsome 1,500
years, shortly after the Romans
left Croatia. SvElizejaisstillin use
today —aconcerttakes place here
on World Music Day in June.
PutsvetogElizeja

Cycle the St
Elyseus route

Takingits name fromthe
sixth-century churchyou’llbe
passing onthe way, the St Elyseus
routeisideal for first-time visitors
whowould liketosee what FaZana
hastoofferbutaren’tlooking for
toomuch ofachallenge when
theytaketothesaddle. Startingat
FaZana car parknear thejetty, the
trailruns alongtheriviera, heads
downtotheBiVillage Holiday
Centre at Valbandon, cuts up past
vineyardsand olive groves, then
takesyou past SvElizeja Church.

Pastthe pines, you aretreated to
fine views of the Brijuni Islandsjust
offshore. The entire 11-kilometre
journeyisonasphaltortarmac,
andshould take youan hour-ideal
beforeyou finish backatthecar
parkand hop onto your boat for
Brijuni. Askatthe nearby FaZana
Tourist Office (ulica TitovaRiva 2,
infofazana.hr) aboutcycle hire.

- istria-bike.com

Frolic on the beach

FaZanaislined withbeaches.

Fromthe simple purity of
Stara(‘Old’) Fazanainthenorthto
the main publicbeach with tiki-
stylesunshades, toSan Lorenzo
withits popularseafrontbar, a
stroll along the waterfrontall the
way to Valbandon brings you to
the BiVillage Holiday Centre.
Partofthisall-in-one complex of
pools, anadventure park, villas,
apartments and acampsite, isthe
Beach BiVillage, kept pristine for
holidaymakers. Alittle further
along, the Sunset Beach Bar
Valbandoniswhereyou canrent
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outasunloungers, sunshadesand
order cold beers atyour leisure.

Pam'ou rrespects
to Mate Parlov
Onapatchofgreenery
tucked in from the FaZanaseafront,
abronzestatue ofaboxerinaction
iscomplemented by two simple
wordsbelow the plinth: Mate
Parlov. No mention of Parlov’s
Olympicgold at Munichin1972,
no mention of hisworld and
European amateurtitle wins,
nomentionofhisachievements
asaboxingcoachwhenheled
Yugoslaviato theirbestresultsat
anOlympic Games, in 1984.But
thenagain, many older Croats
know these things anyway —the
Split-born pugilist was eight times
champion of Yugoslavia. In his
lateryears, Parlovretired to run
abarinPulaandspendtimeout
ofthelimelight herein FaZana,
takinginthesunsethereonthe
waterfront, the rays now catching
hisstatue at the most photogenic
time of day.

Savour seafood at

Konoba Feral

EchoingFaZana’s fishing
heritage, the red-fronted Konoba
Feraljustin fromtheseafronthas
aswideachoice of fishand seafood
asyou’llfind anywhere on this
partoftheIstrian coast. Lobstet,
Jacob’s mussels, shrimp buzara-
style, scorpion fish, all kinds of
white fish and, of course, sardines
-allgowellwith the affordable
housewine and canbe enjoyed in
thetraditional interior oronthe
Roman-styleterrace alongside.
There are Istrian specialities, too,
prsut ham, sausage, ombolo pork
loinand manestrasoup. Ifyou're
goingtohave one mealin FaZana,
thiswould be awise choice.
- Boraca 11 (052 520 040,
restaurant-feral.com)

Admire the wildlife

ofValbandon

Justsouth of FaZana, the
Valbandon estuaryiswhere

seawater and freshwater mingle.
Thevaried plantlife here —sea

lavender, alkali grass, sea aster —
makesitattractivetoallkindsof
birdsand insects. Dragonflies,
coots, egrets, kingfishersand
heronsare fairly common sights.
Atnight, batsfill the skies, enjoying
therich pickingsofinsects. Ask for
furtherdetailsabout whattosee,
and which timesoftheyear,atthe
FaZana Tourist Office (ulica Titova
Riva2,infofazana.hr) by thejetty.

Discover Brijuni

There’snothing quite like

Brijuni. One of Croatia’s
most popular attractions, it’s
accessed by regular taxiboat from
Fazana. Thistakes youto Veliki
(‘Great’) Brijun, the only one of
the 14 islandsinthearchipelago
cateringtotourists. Brijuni made
itsname when post-war leader of
Yugoslavia, Tito, madeit hisbase
atcertaintimesoftheyear, invit-
ingfilmstarsandleadersof other
countries notaligned tothe USA or
USSR. This, inturn,led tothe heads
of African and Asian nations bring-
ing Tito gifts —elephants, zebras

and other exotic creaturesthat
formed asafari parkhere. Some can
stillbe seen, ifyou hop aboard the
little tourist train that chugs round
theisland. Have alookout, too, for
the Roman remains and authentic
dinosaur footprints, when Brijini
reallywasananimal kingdom. All
isexplained onthe mapyou’llsee
asyoudisembarkontotheisland.
-> brijuni.hr

Drink and dine
surrounded
by greenery

TheArboretum Pubisjustthat-a
pubwhereyoucansamplethe
latest Croatian craft beer and sink
your teeth into aburger, surround-
ed by greenery cultivated foredu-
cational orscientificinterest. Giv-
ingnew meaningtothe concept of
abeergarden, the Arboretum Pub
putsoneventssuch asbeeryoga,
jazz weeks and screenings of major
football tournaments. Eminently
child-and dog-friendly.

-> GaliZanska cesta 8 (098 926 9292,
facebook.com/pg/arb pub)
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BEACHES

FaZanaisaresortinitsownright.
Closetothejetty for taxiboats
toBrijuni, Stara (‘Old’) FaZana
beach offersthe simple pleasures
ofaconcrete boardwalk, pebble-
covered waterfront, something
forkidstobouncearound on,and
loungerstohire.

Youcanthenstrollduesouth
alongthe whole seafront, first
callingatSan Lorenzowitha
couple ofbarsclose by, then
keep goingall the way towards
Valbandon.

Pastasea-kayakand boatrental
spotby La Pineta restaurant, you
reach the BiVillage Holiday Centre.
Partofthisall-in-one complex of
pools,adventure park, and resort
lodgings, isthe Beach BiVillage,
kept pristine for holidaymakers.
Alittle further along, the Sunset
Beach Bar Valbandoniswhere
youcanrentoutasunloungers,
sunshadesand order cold beersat
your leisure.
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Rovinj
Top 2

Rovinj is Istria at its most chic, a scenic resort of
quality restaurants and cocktail bars, galleries and
boutiques.

ROVINJ is Istria at its most

chic, a scenic resort of quality
restaurants and cocktail bars,
galleries and boutiques. Stone
houses and cobbled streets lend
an authentic air - this is also the
most gay-friendly of Croatia’s
coastal destinations.

Bask in Rovinj’s

finest sunset

Perched by the Church of
St Euphemia atop the Old Town,
Caffe Bar XListhe perfectspot for
abar. Wicker chairsand wooden
tablesoverlookfields, thenthe
Adriaticbeyond, streaked with
amberbeamsofsunsetifyou
find aspotattherighttime of day.
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Acocktail would seem apt,and
thereare plenty of choices, or
there’sIstrian Favoritbeerontap,
affordable house wine and juices
forthekids. There’sno food to

speakofbutthatcanall comelater.

-> Trg Sv Eufemije (098 814 445,
facebook.com/ Caffe-bar-XL)

Do lunch by the pool
UlikaRovinjisanupscale

campingcomplexjust
outside Rovinj, ashort walk from
thebeach. Here, from March
toOctober, BarbaDaniloisa
gourmet corner thatrevives the
restaurant the same family once
ranbefore setting up this luxury
lodging. Tablesand chairsare
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ranged around the swimming
pooland atasteful interior, where
lunch (noon-2.30pm) consists of
salads, light snacksand tapas, and
dinner of Istrian classicsgivena
contemporary twist. Winesand
oliveoilsareimmaculately sourced
-thenagain, the family hashad
lotsof practice.

- Polari 5 (052 830 002, dn-rovinj.
com/english_ulika_rovinj)

Amble along Grisia

Alwaysbustlinginsummer,

stone-paved Grisiaisacol-
ourfulthoroughfare of ateliersand

artists’galleriesthatleadsuptothe
Churchof St Euphemia. Itsrolein
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Grisia

Rovinj Top 20

thelivelyartisticlife of Rovinjdates
backtoafirstexhibition herein
1967 - 50th anniversary eventstook
placein2017.Aswellas paintings,
mounted fordisplay in doorways
and on Grisia’sstone walls, stalls
profferallkindsof artisanal arte-
facts.Ifyou’re here onthe second
Sundayin August, an outdoor festi-
valallowsanyonetosetup andsell
theirart. Amongthe amateursea-
scapes, youmight find theodd gem.

Sail over to Sveta
Katarina

Theclosestisland to Rovinj
harbour, SvetaKatarinawasthe
playground of various countsand
dukesinthe Habsburgdays, the
forerunnersoftoday’s pleasure
seekers. The photos you may have
seen of foolhardy touristsleaping
from high rocksintothe seawere
taken here. More sedate holiday-
makers make dowith catchingthe
frequent ferry over, wandering
around the verdant pathways, past
vineyardsand ancient olive trees,
tofind theirownspotatadeserted
andinvariably rocky part ofthe
coast.Ifyou haven’tbroughtany
refreshments, youw’ll find the bar
andrestaurantopenattheisland’s
namesake hotel, a family-focused
resortcomplex with tennis courts,
swimming pools and water sports.
-> maistra.com/island-hotel-katarina-rovinj
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Island Hotel Katarina
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Sip champagne

atValentino

‘Aworldofitsown’isthe
motto of pricy Valentino, Rovinj’s
most celebrated drinkerie, opened
way before the boomin Croatia -
way before anindependent Croatia
itself,infact,in 1989. Backthen,
the owners knew that Valentino’s
dramaticlocation, washed by
the waves near Rovinj harbour,
would bring results. Keeping
things classicand old school, they
gradually encouraged customers
toplonkthemselvesdownonthe
rocky waterfront, offering brightly
coloured cushionsand ever more
authentic—and expensive - mixed
drinks. These days, Valentinois
officially a ‘cocktail & champagne
bar’,bubbly accounting for as
much trade asbloody Marys. Step
offthe seaside street, lose the
crowds and commune with nature,
your cocktail and your companion.
- Santa Croce 28 (052 830
683, valentino-rovinj.com)

Take a taxi boat to
SvetiAndrija Island
Just offthe coast of Rovinj,

Sveti AndrijaIsland (also known
as ‘RedIsland’)isahandyand

Time Out Istria 2019

easy getaway from the crowds
thankstoaboatthatheadsout
fromthetown harbourevery hour.
Thisis, in fact, twoislandsinone,
Sveti Andrijaand Maskin. The
larger Sveti Andrijawaswhere
Benedictine monks opened a
churchinthesixth century, rebuilt
by the Franciscans 900 years later.

St Euphemia

After Napoleon chased them

off, theisland was pretty much
deserted until the well-to-do
Habsburg Hutterottserected a
family mansion and surrounded it
with hundredsof plantsand trees
from around the world - these
youstill see, and smell, today.

The family mausoleum can also
bevisited. Most come here for
thesecluded beaches, though,
backdropped by scented pinetrees
and facingclearer watersthan
found immediately around Rovinj
itself. Although your boat over will
invariably be crowded, it’seasy to
find your own space for that real
away-from-it-all feeling.

-> maistra.com/island-hotel-istra-rovinj

Discover a little

culinary gem

Tuckedinbehind the
marina, Segutraisoneofthose
placesthat thefirst-time visitor
may not stumble over butlonger-
term residents now swear by —and
keep quiet about. Modestly small,
with ascattering of tables outside,
Segutrachalksupitsspecials
ontheboard outside. Thetuna,
salmon, sardines and top-class
white fish are grilled just right,
the steakequally. Service and
presentation areimpeccable,
theatmosphere informal -but
there’sseriousworkgoingonin
thekitchen. Open from Easter
until October.
-> Vrata pod zidom 4 (052 812 004)

Discover Rovinj
history by rowboat

BatanaHouseis perhapsthe
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Monte Restaurant

first multi-media museum around
the Mediterranean specifically
dedicatedtoafishingboat. The
vesselin questionisthebatana,
thetraditional woodenboat of this
region. Itisstill verymuchinuse
today —asyou will find out should
youheadoutatsunsetinabatana
expertlyrowed by theone of the
museum staff. Asbothsitinthe
romanticallylitbatana, they will
explaintheimportance of the boat
toRovinj’shistory and economy,
fromtheintricacies of night fishing
tothe construction of the vessel
itself. Ifyou’re herein daytime,

the museum uses film, musicand
interactive exhibitstotell the same
story - creative workshops allow
youtotryyour hand atmaking
fishing nets or plaiting demijohns.
> Obala P Budicina 2 (052 812

593, www.batana.org)

Admire brave St
Euphemia

Throwntothelionsin
AD303 though apparently mauled
todeath byabear, poor St Euphe-
miaisveneratedinthe Eastern
Orthodox faith. How her relics
cametobeplaced inasarcophagus
inRovinjisnotentirely clear-leg-
end hasitthat her coffin washed
ashore here, though other remains
arestill placed in the Church of St
GeorgeinIstanbul, where she met
herfate. The Rovinj churchthat
bears her name, builtin Baroque
stylein 1736, stands on the site of
anearlierone alsonamed after St
George. Euphemiaisrepresented
instatue form, somewhat pro-
saically converted intoaweather

vane, while the mural of her mar-
tyrdom feels more reverential, the
pioussaintsoontojointhe heaven-
ly chorusaslionsdevour her limbs.

Go the whole seven
courses at Monte
Shellfish, suckling

pigandthatday’scatch, the
seven-course menuat recently
Michelin-starred Montetakesin

thebounty of Istriaonland and sea.

Closertohome, Dutch-Croatian
restaurateurs Tjitske and Danijel
bekicraid nearby Rovinj market
onadailybasisforthe finest,
freshest produce tosupplythe
most versatilekitchen in town.
There’s afive-course menu, too,
and carefully conceived main-
courseoptions. There’sachoice
from more than 100 wines to
accompany. Seton asteep cobbled
slopeinRovinj’s historic centre,
consideringthe quality of fare on
offer, Monte could be starched and
stuffy butit’sanythingbut-all
feels funky and informal, just the
right combination for arelaxed,
top-classdining experience.

-> Montalbano 75 (052 830 203, www.monte.hr)

Sink your teeth
into steak
Openedin2017,the

Steakhouse & PubIstrianodoesn’t
beataround thebush. Itserves
steak, house-style thickandjuicy,
withsimple trimmingssuchas
granapadano cheese, rucolaand
potatoes. It’s pretty serious about
itsbeers, too, hosting itsown
Bavarian-style Oktoberfest, where
litre-tall glasses are clinked over
hearty portions of pork. The rest of
theyear, the menu changes weekly
—steakisaconstant,of course—
which meansthat fish options
alternate from tunato bream.
There’s always a vegetarian choice,
too, and often alittlelive musicin
theevenings.

- Stjepana Radi¢a (052 524 713,
facebook.com/istrianoRv)

Spoil yourself on
a gooey dessert
Thefirstthingyou

noticewhenyouwalkintothe
Orange Bar, justin from Rovinj’s
seafront, isitsencyclopaedic
dessert menu. Actually, that’sa
completelie. The very first you
noticearetheboats brimming
withice-cream concoctions, lavish
saucesandlittleumbrellasbeing
served toanearbytable-and,
therebeing nothingworse than

ice-creamenvy, youjusthaveto
orderthesame. Presentedinatall
glass, sundae bowl or dessert boats,
the puddings here attract families
alldaylong. Oncethe children have
gonetobed, the grown-upscan
comeoutand play, and lay intoone
ofthefine cocktails thatthe Orange
Barisalsoknown for.

-> Obala palih boraca 4 (facebook.
com/pages/The-Orange-Bar)

Sample the wines
atVilla Dobravac
Ashorttaxihop

fromthe centre of Rovinj, the
family estate of VillaDobravac
iswhereyou’ll find comfortable
accommodation with seaviews,
and an expertly stocked wine cellar
containingsixlabels produced
on-site. Fugablends Merlot,
Cabernet Franc and Cabernet
Sauvignon, while Toccataadds
Terantothe mix. Toursand
tastingsarealsolaid on, aswell as
sampling of own-made olive oil
and marmalade.

- Karmelo 1 (052 813 006, villa-dobravac.com)

Stroll the
Golden Cape
Forserious, pine-forest-

edbeaches, head south of Rovinj,
pastthemarina, tothewooded pen-
insulaofZlatnirt, or Golden Cape.
Thestrollalongthe waterfrontisa
littlemorethan akilometre from
town. There’salsoacluster of resorts
around here, butthey’re uphill, so
thebeachesare mostly undisturbed

nature. Here shade-providing pine
forestsgrowrightuptotheshore,
endinginrockybeaches. You'llneed
sandalstowade onthejaggedshore,
butthelackofsand meansthesea
isincredibly clear, great for snor-
kellingor diving. Walking further
round, past Lone Bay, withits public
changingcabins, smaller coves have
shallow, calm watersideally suited
topaddlingtoddlers.

Sink Guinness and
mingle with locals
Theonly ‘Trish Pub’

intownisn’t, really —butthe Art
PublicBarisadamngoodlocal
drinking institution nonetheless.
Thetaps of Guinness and Kilkenny,
and surprisingly wide range of
Irish whiskeys available, allow
managementto placethesign
‘Irish Pub’ over the doorway,
hencethe confusion. Unplugged
sessionstowardstheend ofthe
weekand DJ parties at weekends
attractaregularlocal trade,and
though tourists are most certainly
welcome, thisisonebarwherethey
don’tswampthe place.

-> Carrera 88A (091519 1340,
facebook.com/Art-Public-Bar)

Visit the Adriatic
Titanic
Known asthe Adriatic

Titanic, the Baron Gautsch wasa
Habsburg passengershipthathita
minelaid by the Austro-Hungarian
navy offthe coast of Istria at the
start of World WarI. Nearly 150

RovinjTop 20

passengersand crew lost their lives
andtheshipsanktoadepthof35
metres. The wreck, discovered in
1958, now provides divers with
one of Europe’s most fascinating
sites,and a popular for trips from
Rovinj. Based atthe Hotel Istra

on Sveti AndrijaIsland, the Dive
Center Rubin offers escorted dives
tothe old ship, aswell as courses for
children and beginners.

-> Otok Sveti Andrija (052 802

540, rovinjdiving.com)

Dine amid
contemporary
architecture

Independent four-star hotel
Arupinum hasarestaurant of
thesame name, where fresh,
seasonalingredients are brought
tothe foreand home-made pasta
isprominent. Given that warmer
eveningsand alargerinflux of
guestsallowtablestobetaken
outand ranged around the pool,
thewhole ambience feels very
Mediterranean, accentuated by the
sleek, contemporary architecture
thatdefinesthisrecently opened
establishment. All takes place just
outsidethe centre of Rovinj,inan
enclave of luxurylodgingthatalso
includesthestand-out Hotel Lone.
- Luje Adamovi¢a 29 (052 853

750, arupinum-rovinj.com)

Cycle the
LimesTrail
Ajourneyofnearly

40km, three-quartersofiton
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tarmac, the Limes Trail startsand
endsatthe Amarin Tourist Resort
justnorth ofRovinjand takes three
hours. The route takes you through
Saline, Valalta, RovinjskoSeloand
Porton Biondi, through lovely land-
scapesand past several churches,
St Martin’sviewpoint and the Mak-
lavun archaeologicalssite. Around
Rovinjsko Selo, you should also
notice thekazuni, a field shelter of
drystone walls, alongwith the pre-
historic fortress of Turnina.

-> istria-bike.com

Meet Old Masters
and modern locals
Foundedbyagroup

oflocal artistsin 1954, the Rovinj
Heritage Museum housesIstria’s
prime collection of Italian art from
the 1400s onwards. Renaissance
gemsbythegreat Venetian
Giovanni Belliniand the school of
Bonifazio de Pitati share second-
floor space with Baroque painter
such asNicolo Grassi, Antonio
Zanchiand MarcoRicci. One flight
belowisafloorof Croatian art from
thelater 20th century and there’s
alsoasectiondedicated to Rovinj
artists from the same period -some
of whomwould have helped setup
thisvery museum. Summer sees
aflurry of temporary exhibitions
bylocal artists —and also big
international namesand genres
such asPicasso, Dali, Chagall

and Pop Art.

- Trg marSalaTita 11 (052 816

720, muzej-rovinj.hr)

Try out Rovinj’s
most ambitious
eatery

Relatively newinthe culinary
stakes, Bookeriaby prominent Trg
PignatoninRovinj’s historic centre
isnothingifnotambitious. At this
primelocation, it would be all too
easy forthiseatery —itfeelstoo
informal and laid-backtobe called
arestaurant,thoughittakesits
cookingseriously - tofill the menu
with the usualsuspectsand cash
in.Notabitofit. Here crabsand
scallops feature prominently, such
asthecrabravioli,and scallopsin
varioussauces. The fishis fresh
and accompanied by asprinkling
of spinach and pine nuts, rather
thanadollop ofthe usual watery
blitva. Great careisalsotakenover
dessert, semifreddoorhome-made
icecream. Asun-catchingterrace
completesthe picture.

- Trg Pignaton 7 (091 219 0007,
facebook.com/bookeriarovinj)
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BEST OF THE REST

Brasserie Adriatic

The Brasserie Adriatic harksback
totheclassiceraoffin-de-siécle
French cuisine and the heritage of
thesurrounding hotel, which dates
backto1913and theearliestdays
oftourismin Rovinj. Setinthe cen-
tre of town, overlooking the main
square and the harbour, the Bras-
serie Adriaticalsobringsacontem-
porarytouchtothekitchen, with
tunatatakias part ofthe Adriatic
mixed starter, polentawith crab
and chive oil as a warm starter, gilt-
head bream sous-vide asamain,
and pistachio tuile with chocolate
forthe potdecrémedessert. The
decorisequally 21st-century,
shinyindustrial in feel offset by
wallsof glass.

-> Obala Riva Budicina 16 (052 803

510, maistra.com/hotel-adriatic-
rovinj/sub/brasserie-adriatic)

Café Bar Limbo

TheLimbo providesyouwith one
ofthose classic Rovinjexperiences,
eversoslightly quirky, allin very
good taste, and offering quality
throughout. Hereyou perchona
stool or brightly coloured cushion
onthestepsofasteep walkway
—hence ‘Limbo’ - while sipping
on fineIstrian wine or, ideal for
early evening, an Aperol spritz.
Thereare appetisers, too, platters
of prosciuttoand cheese —but
giventhelocation closetoadozen
restaurants, you'reas well using
thisasapre-meal pick-me-up.

- Casale 22B (091570 5318)

Konoba Jure

Onthe outskirts of Rovinj, sur-
rounded by holiday apartments,
the year-round Konoba Jure does a
finejobwith classicIstrian cuisine,
the fish fresh, the Malvasiawine
crisp. Thin pljukanci pasta with
shrimpisaparticular speciality,
asisthefish soup. Nomenu, soask
your waiter what’s good that day.
UlicaCardemia22 (052 813 397)

La Puntulina

Perched onadropabovethesea,
thisspotaddsagourmetItalian
touchtolocal cuisine. LaPuntulina
hasbeen run by the same Pellizzer
family since 2004 and pridesitself
on freshingredients, creative
sauces and a careful mix of
flavours. Thefish fillet Puntulina,
with adelicately spiced tomato
sauce, the bassstuffed with

shrimpand the fishin anolive
crust provide excitingwaysto
enjoy fresh seafood. Meat options
include turkey fillet with pine nuts
andsteakonrocketand cherry
tomatoes. It’salsoawinebar, with
adozen Malvazijas alone to choose
from.Reservethetablebythe
window fordramaticseaviews.

-> SvKriza 38 (052 813 186, puntulina.eu)

Mediterraneo Bar Rovinj
Lapped, literally, by the Adriatic, the
Mediterraneoisoneofthosestupen-
douslywelllocated drinkingspots
bathed in orange sunset, wherethey
couldservegruelinaglassandstill
haveeveryonesmiling for selfies
whiletheydrinkit. There’snogruel
here, of course, only quality mixed
drinksatreasonable prices—and
thesettingdoestherest. Openwell
intoOctober,soifyou’re here out of
season, you canstillenjoyascenic
drink, justtake advantage of one of
thefreeblankets.

-> SvKriza 24 (091 532 8357, facebook.
com/mediterraneo.rovinj)

Snack Bar Rio

Runbythe same Pellizzer family
thatmade LaPuntulinasucha
mainstay of thelocal dining scene,
theSnackBarRioisareal surprise
inthatit’salmostanythingbuta
snackbar. Here you do battle with
lobster, tuckinto fine fish or enjoy
aplateof perfectly prepared pasta
andseafood, ininformal, café-like
surroundings -the Rioopened
asabarin 1968 andstill operates
asaplacetocatchthesunonthe
terrace over your first coffee of

the morning.

- Obala Alda Rismonda 13 (052 813 564)

Veli JoZe

Istrian-style dishes comprise the
menu atthisquaintspotnearthe
harbourwithahigh-ceilinged
interior crammed with antiques
and sea-goingKkitsch. Thereis
seating for40 onapavement
terrace. Specialitiesinclude
shellfishlasagne, crabwith truffles,
codinwhitewine and baked lamb
with potatoes. SvKriZza1 (091 052
816 337, velijoze.net/vj.html)

BEACHES

POPULAR WITH LOCALS isthe
small swimming area, consisting
of rocks and concreted platforms,
on the south side of the Old Town
peninsula. For the pine-forested
beaches at the edge of town,
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you’ll need sandals to wade on the
jagged shore, but the lack of sand
means the sea is incredibly clear,
great for snorkelling or diving.

Thewalkalongthewaterisa
little more than akilometre from
town: head past the Hotel Park, to
theareaof Monte Muliniand the
succession of pebbly coves that
formsthesouth side of Lone Bay.
Relandscapedin 2014, Mulini
beachitself combinessmooth
concrete with natural rock for
comfortand authenticity, witha
decentbeachbaralongsideand
plenty ofthingsto hire and play on
inthewater.

Thebay culminatesinthe pine-
fringed peninsula of Zlatni Rt
(Golden Cape), featuring a family-
friendly beach of fine gravel.

The otherbeaches are mostly
undisturbed nature, endingin
rockybeaches. Walking further
round, past Lone Bay, with its
publicchangingcabins, smaller
coveshaveshallow, the calm
waters of Kuvibeach ideally suited
topaddlingtoddlers.

Aboutthree kilometressouth of
town there are two nudist beaches,
Polari Bay and the adjacent Cape
Eve.

Intheopposite direction, ashort
walknorth of thetown centre,
Porton Biondiisapopular public
beach with nonaturalshadebut
sunloungers and umbrellas for
hire. There’salsoascuba-diving
centrealongside, alongwitha
number of barsand eateries. It may
beworththetento15-minutetrek
further north, toBorikbeach, forits
sheltering greenery, clearer water,
finer pebbles and showers.

Fromhere, apathleadsyou
throughto Valdalisobeach, part
ofthe campsite ofthe same name,
soamodest feeischarged toenter.
Ontheplusside, it’'scleaned every
day, and offerstennis courts,
windsurfing, beach volleyball
and achildren’s playground —if
you’re here with the family, it’s
worth the admission. Close by,
Amarinbeachisalso pristine, with
showers, changing cabins and easy
accessintothe water, sosuitable for
youngsters. Again, thisis partofa
largerresort, sodaily admissionis
charged tooutsiders.

Togetaway fromitall, take the
taxiboatover from the Old Town
toSvKatarinalsland, where you’ll
find rocky/pebbly beaches with
few amenities but wonderful views
of Rovinjacross the water. Nearby
hidden coves provideintimacy.

ISTRIA|CROATIA

On the magnificent coast of Istria (Croatia), right below the Lim Fjord, is the most
romantic place in the Mediterranean! The town of Rovinj is the right destination
for all of you seeking a sentimental atmosphere of the times that have forever
gone by. In the Mediterranean, you can find it here, in the town that has begun its
romantic life on an island, its restricted area resulting in crowded houses, narrow
streets and small squares, still untouched by modern urbanism. On the seaside, the
town is protected by a high rocky shore and house walls built on cliffs, while the
mainland side is protected by solid walls. The town is dominated by the baroque St.
Euphemia’s Church, its 60-meter tower providing a view of grey and red rooftops
and chimneys, streets and squares, the port and pier with ships and boats, and the
marina harbouring yachts. This unique old town core, the 67-kilometer shoreline,
2,289 ha of protected green surfaces and improved park forests, 16 islands, islets
and reefs, make this town unique. Built upon a rich fishermen’s tradition, it has
become distinctive for its unique boat called batana and its songs bitinada. Its
beauty was particularly appreciated by artists who have painted the most beautiful
motifs here and exhibited them on Grisia, the street of artists.

This is place providing endless options - walks in wonderful nature, sport and
recreation activities, sailing, diving, climbing, biking, discovering hidden beauties,
cultural antiques, archaeological sites and culinary specialties, all combined with
accommodation in high-quality hotels, tourist resorts and camps providing
numerous possibilities for a pleasant holiday, wellness delights, business
conferences and sporting activities.

Romantic and mysterious, yet full of options for an unforgettable time, Rovinj has
become and will remain a town you want to revisit.

.-
bwihes TURISTICKA ZAJEDNICA ROVIN] e-mail: info@rovinj-tourism.hr
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Vrsar,

Funtana

& Limski
Canal
Top 20

Travellers can visit the Limski kanal and its wealth
of oysters before making their way to the pleasant
towns of Funtana and Vrsar

Parish Church of St. Martin

AN ISTRIA IN MINIATURE, Vrsar
is a medieval hilltop town perched
above the mouth to the Limski
Canal. The setting couldn’t be
more dramatic, Limski a 12-Kilo-
metre long sliver of sea that cuts
straight into the heart of the
Istrian peninsula. Forested cliffs
rise to a height of 150 metres and
backdrop the canal’s clear water of
emerald green. Filmmakers have
used it as a convincing location for
Viking dramas. Near Vrsar, Fun-
tana is a popular resort equipped
with a large marina, while tucked
inland from the Limski Canal, the
villages of Dvigrad and Mrgani
hark back to a piratical past.

Have a memorable meal

in a retro restaurant
Don’tbe putoffbythe

1970s exterior or the steep

flight of stepsleadinguptothis
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first-floorlocation. The TroStis
most probably the best restaurant
inVrsar. Thelargeterrace has
awonderful view outover the
harbour. Inside there are two
diningareas. The smaller room
hasan open fireplace -employed
inthe cookingof somedishes -
wooden beamsand rustic walls.
Thesecond spaceisrather more
formal, with sliding glass doors
thatopenoutontotheterracein
summer. The high quality of both
the food and the serviceis happily

accompanied by reasonable prices.

Unsurprisingly, Zeljko Brajkovié¢’s
menu majorson fresh fish and
seafood —house specialities
include Istrian-style squid with
polenta, grilled monkfish and fish
baked with potatoesunder hot
ashes.Bookingessential.

-> Obala MarSalaTita 1A (052

445 197, restoran-trost.hr)

Take a boat up the

Limski Canal

Several companies offer
boat tours of the fjord-like Limski
Canal - perhaps the most visitor-
friendlyis the four-hourjaunt run
by Rovinj-based Excursions Delfin.
Setting off from Rovinjharbour at
1pmdailyin highseason, a pretty
boatwithatop deckforprime
sightseeingtakes four hoursto
explorethe green waters of canal,
with itssteep, forested slopes and
plentiful oyster beds. Muchis
madeofthe canal’s piratical past -
theboat makesa20-minutestopin
front ofa cave thoughtto have been
used by Captain Morgan himself.
Thetrip finishesbackin Rovinj.
-> excursion-delfin.com

Be at one with nature
Every summer without

fail, thousands of tourists

head for the large campsite at
Koversada, between Vrsarand
the Limski Canal. Initself, this
isnothingunusual, only that
everyone will then discard their
clothes and spend pretty much
theentire holiday naked. This self-
contained holiday ‘town’isright
onthebeach and offers naturists
allthey could wish for. Istria has
alongtradition of nudismbut
Koversadaistheoriginal and
probably still the best resort. Its
undisputable claim to fameis
havingbeenthe oneand only
destination of its kind behind the
Iron Curtain - Koversardaopened
asfarbackas1961.Its popularity
remainsundimmed. If you'rein
need of alittle comfortas well,
then Koversada also offers four-
star, two-person apartments.

-> Koversada 1, Vrsar (052 800 200,
www.maistracamping.com)

Limski Canal

Enjoy a harbourside

drinkinVrsar

Althoughthebuildingisrath-
erretroandthevenuesmall, Nievesis
Vrsar’sfocalbarinsummer. Looking
outovertheharbourfront, withacou-
pleofothercafés,ice-creamshops
and eateriesforcompany, itattracts
familiesbyday, and discerningbeer
drinkersbynight, nowthatNieves
hasfollowed recenttrendsand
begunstockinganumberof more
sought-afterdomesticalesrather
thantheubiquitous Croatianlagers.
Attheheightofhighseason,acouple
ofdecentmusicianswillbebashing
outafewbluesand R&Btunestogive
theeveningalittleswing.
-> Obala marsalaTita 23A, Vrsar
(052442 325,091 5203 913)

Meet the Borisis
Originally from Barin

modern-day Montenegro,
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the Borisi clan moved up the
Adriaticinthelate 1500sto escape
the Turks. Eventually settlingin
Funtana, theybuilt the church
thatdominates the town centre
today. Datingbackto1621,the
Parish Church of St Bernard
features a 34-metre-high tower, of
classic white stone. Within, along
witha17th-century painting

of Mary and child, are the tomb
ofone ofthe Borisiclanand the
family coat of arms on a memorial
plate. Alongside stands the two-
floor Villa Borisi, dating back a
decadeearlier, built by Borisi
patriarch Bernardo, originally
Renaissance, lateraugmented
with Baroque touches. Keptinthe
family despite Count Borisi’s later
eight-year trial and conviction

for murder, it passed into
Habsburg, Italian then Yugoslav
hands. Today it remains closed
tothe public.

Savour the

freshest oysters

Amodestshackstuckout
onajettyatthisinland end of the
Limski Canal houses aremarkable
one-man operation. Offering some
ofthefinest, freshestshellfish
youwllfind, its oystersafraction of
the pricethatyou'd pay in Paris,
Istridaaka Tony’s Oyster Shack
hasbeeninbusiness for more than
15years. Duringthistime, owner
EmirSos$i¢ has managed to develop
hisshellfish farm sothat he now
deliversto restaurants acrossIstria.
Individual customers canstill turn
uponspecand payalittleover€1
foreach divine oyster, flavoured
withatouch oflemon. Emiralso
sells mussels by the kilo.
- istrida.com

7 Visit an abandoned city

Settled by ancientIllyrians

evenbefore the Romans
reached Istria, Dvigrad inthe Lim
Valley was considered important
enough tohavea pair of fortresses
built there in medieval times,
henceitsname of Two Castles
(‘Dvigrad’). This made itimportant
enoughtobesacked by various
invaders, first the Genoese, then
the Venetians and finally by Uskok
pirates. Plague and malariadid
therest. Bytheearly 1700s, the
lastcitizensabandoned Dvigrad
toitsfate. Curious visitors 300
yearslater find ghostly remains
and overgrown fortifications
-although moves are afoot to
preservewhat’sleft.
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TourVrsarina

semi-submarine

Moored insummeron
the main waterfront Vrsar, this
bright red semi-submarine isjust
that-atourist-friendly vessel
that half-submerges as its sets off
from Obala mars$ala Tita, allowing
thoseabovetoenjoythe seaviews
and those belowto explorethe
lifeunderwater. Large windows
exposethedarting fish and shy
shellfish —the bottom of the craft
reachesdown toadepth ofnearly
1.5 metres. Afterthe tourisover,
you come backtothe same spot
whereyouset off, facingthe
littleisland of Sveti Jurajbeside
Belvederebeach.
- Obala marsalaTita 14, Vrsar (095 444
1040, semisubmarine-vrsar.com)

Take the kidsto a

dinosaur park

Justoutside Funtana,
DinoParkisthefirstofitskindin
Croatia, athemed amusement

parksetinanold stone quarry,
largeenough toaccommodate

movinglife-size dinosaur models.

Around itareranged all kinds of
family-friendly entertainment, a
children’strain, aminidinosaur-
themed cinema, a pirate ship,
acarousel, trampolines, a
playground and a prehistoric
workshop. Anaturetrail 1.5km
longalso givesvisitors youngand

Time Out Istria 2019

old anideaof whatthe dinosaur
erawaslike - some of the most
important prehistoric finds
havebeenunearthed around
Istria. Alongwith the pony
rides, dinosaur ridesand circus
performances, all attractions
are free once you payaone-
offadmission.

-> Istarska ulica, Funtana (052

4456 327, dinopark.hr)

Party at Casanova
Named after Vrsar’s
mostnotorious former

resident, the Casanova Beach
Clubnear Montraker hasbeen
thelocal party spot formany a
year. And everyyear, it seems,
theseasonlastslonger, with the
2018bigclosing party taking
placeon September 28. Before
thatbigshebang, fromlate April
onwards, local DJs providethe
dancesounds, bar staff mixdecent,
affordable cocktailsand thebeach
and sunsetdotherest. By day, have
thekitchen fixyouapizzaand
spentthe afternoonrelaxingin
adeckchair.

- Vrsar (091206 2987, m.facebook.
com/casanova.beachbar)

Hop overto an
uninhabited island
Facingdirectly oppo-

site Vrsar, theisland of Sveti Juraj
was ahive of activity nearly 2,000

yearsago. The stone quarry that
onceoperated here supplied the
materials for construction notonly
nearby, butasfarawayasRavenna,
historiansnow think. The Church
of St Georgestillstandinginthe
middle oftheisland wasbuiltin
theearlydaysof Croatian culture,
withadouble-apse, aswasthestyle
ofthetime. Rather thanleftaban-
doned, the church was completely
restored inthe mid-1990sandisthe
scene of celebrations every April
23,StGeorge’s Day, whenlocals
come over on fishing boats for this
annual communal event. Therest
oftheyear, theislandissilent,buta
modest fee should persuadealocal
fishermantotransport youoverthe
shortdistance from Vrsar.

Dine like aViking
In1963, Hollywood
superstar Richard

Widmarkand scores of extras
inViking helmetsdescended
ontheLimskiCanalto film

the swashbuckling big-screen
movie The Long Ships. With this
dramatic partofIstriastanding
inforthe fjords of Scandinavia,
the productionsaved the film
company considerable expense
beingonlocation for six weeks
inwhatwasthen Yugoslavia.
Italsoallowed savvylocalsto
openalarge-scale restaurant,
Fjord. Stillin operation today,

Oysters

this 250-seater features an open
terrace overlookingthe canal,
shortly beforeitendsitsjourneya
quarter ofthe way into the Istrian
peninsula. Here, youcan tuckinto
mussels cooked with garlicand
white wine, orthe oysters forwhich
the Limski Canalis famous. The
white fish is similarly excellent.
Similarly, setbackalittle fromthe
water’sedge, the Viking restaurant
alsohasuninterrupted views of
Limski’s green waters. Oysters
are, understandably, the house
specialitybutthe seasonal range
of fresh shellfish is formidable.
Particularly good isthelobster
-served buzarastyleonabed of
pasta. Vikingalsospecialisesin
white-fleshed sea-fishsuch assea
bass, dentex, John Dory, gilthead
and grouper.

- Fjord 052 448 222; Viking 052 448 119

Rent a boat
and explore
Based atthe marina

thatdominates the main seafront
atFuntana, Istra Nautikahasall
kinds of boats for rental, with or
without askipper. Vessels run
from abasic Reful and its 30-litre
tanktoasix-metre BarracudaSX,
withasundeckand shower cabin,
which canaccommodateupto
seven people. Askipperisgenerally
agoodideaashecanpointout
landmarks such as Cape Grget, the
uninhabited islet of Veli Skoljand
the other smaller outcropsthatdot
this part of the Adriatic. You may
alsowishtoplotupalesscrowded
beach, eithertowards Vrsar or
Zelenaintheoppositedirection.

-> istra-nautika.com

Watch artin action
Everyyear,inthe
abandoned quarry of

Montraker outside Vrsar, aunique
arts projecttakesplace. The
Montraker International Sculpture
Schoolinvolvesagathering of
studentswhosetaskisto transform
lumpsof stone into finely crafted
worksofart.Inordertodothis,
theyareinstructed by tutors over
the course of these three weeksin
September. Members of the public
cangoand watch the sculptors
inaction, and see the progress

they make. The best creations,
includingones fromthe current
summer batch, arethen placed

in prominent places around

Vrsar, parks, squaresand on

the waterfront.

-> montraker.hr

Tuck into steak
on a picturesque
terrace

Under the ownership of Mario
Fabrisa forthelast25years,

the Histria DaMarioonthe
mainroad that skirts Funtana
showsthe extent of Fabrisa’s
experiencein the hospitality
trade. A veteran of the Plava
Lagunagroupin Porec, Fabrisa
opened thisrestaurantwherea
string of others now operates, so
intense competition encourages
himtopushtheenvelopeasfar
asthe menuisconcerned. Steak
Motovun-style with truffles,
rabbit stew, spicy Istrian lasagne
and, forvegetarians, mushroom
lasagne, all differ from standard
offerings. Platters might be the
wayto go, either for seafood or
meat, carnivores particularly well
catered for here. Quality Istrian
wine, aKozlovié¢ from Buje, say,
may accompany. All takes place on
anexpansive, leafy terrace, with
nearly three times more space than
the comfortableinterior putto
good useiftheeveningturns chilly.
-> Istarska 22, Funtana (052 445

393, histria-damario.hr)

Knock back
cocktails at
Papillon

It may not be on the busy Vrsar
waterfrontbutthe trekupto
Papillon, on the outskirts of the
historic centre, iswell worth the
bother. Expertly mixed drinks
areserved withasmileanda
littlebowl of nibbles, asif due
reward for making the effortup
here. Allthestandards are here,
mojitos, martinis and more,
complemented byadecentrange
ofIstrian wines and well chosen
background music. There’s plenty
ofterracespaceandifitturns
alittlechillylater,anice buzz
around thebarinside.

- Porecka 2, Vrsar (091 519 8404)

Start the day with
quality coffee
Thebest spot for coffee

in Vrsar, UAngelique was forced
toclose forthe 2018 seasonbutis
expected tobebackinbusiness
by2019.0penedin2007,
L’Angelique embodiesadecade
of dedication othe part of owner
Tomislav Masla¢, who sources
itscoffee beans, organic Arabica,

directly from farmsin Bolivia, the
Galapagosand Ethiopia. Guests
haveachoice oftwoterraces,
onebythe frontdoor, the other
behind thebelltower, while inside
display the Gallic flair suggested
by the venue name: aswirl of
marble, alittle abstract painting
anddelicious home-made cakes
displayed under the glass. Asthe
daywearson, cocktails, tap beers
and local wines come into play.

-> Orlandova 47,Vrsar (098 957 0352, facebook.
com/LAngélique-café-149085271805791)

Climb into an original
MiG supersonic
jetfighter

Between Vrsar and the Limski
Canal, acollection featuring
aSoviet MiG 21 jet fighter, an
Antonov 2 and several Cessnas
awaitwith open cockpits on
field by asmalllocal airport.
The Aeropark Vrsar allows
visitorstoclamberin and sit
inthepilot’sseat, with allthe
original instrumentsin the
cabin. Aguided tourin English
ofthe hangar points out various
military artefactsonce used in
aerial conflict, while amemorial
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honoursthe two Croatian airmen
killed when Vrsar airport was hit
by clusterbombsin 1991. The
Aeropark operates from May

to October, with group visitsin
winter, and also offers panoramic
flights over Istria and skydiving
oncertaindays.

-> 098 233 676, aeroparkvrsar.blogspot.com

DevourVrsar's
finest pizza
Vrsar has plenty of

pizzeriasto choose from but
relaxed, family-run Fancitais
regularly voted one of the topin
Istria. Everyone’s favourites are
madewith freshingredientsand
servedinthe maindiningspace of
alarge, roofed terrace that makes
up foritslackofseaviews. Inside
thetraditional wood-fired oven
isthe maindraw. There’salso
afull menufeaturing plenty of
traditional Istrian dishes plusa
goodlocal winelist.

-> Dalmatinska 38, Vrsar (052 441

019, facebook.com/fancitavrsar)

Discover an
exceptional
konoba

The word konoba, loosely
translated as ‘tavern’, conjures up
images of ahomely, family-run
eatery, all rustic stone walls and
wooden-beam ceilings, where
atourist-friendly menu plays
safe and portions are huge. Just
outside Funtana, on the main
road tothe Limski Canal, Konoba
Bareticks theboxesrelated to
décorand ambience but where
the foodisconcerned,it’'sa
completely differentlevel. Yes,
you’ll usually still find Istrian
boskarin beef, fish soup and fuzi
pastatwists with scampi and
truffles, but the kitchen does a
whole lot more with lamb, tuna
and seabass than many of its
more mainstream counterparts
would elsewhere around Istria.
Carpaccios, imaginative mare

e monti pairings and ragus

are created, embellished with
spectacular foams and sauces,
and presented with due care
onastarkwhite plate. Equally,
dessertslend a21st-century
twist to tradition while wine is
astrongsuit, topwhitesand a
fineselection oflocal Terans
available. To round it off, prices
havebeen kept within more than
reasonable limits.

-> Kamenarija 4, Funtana (052 445

193, facebook.com/BareKonoba)
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BEST OF THE REST

Konoba Kod Luce

This superior, contemporary kono-
basitsonthe outskirtsof Vrsar’s
historic centre and withinashort
walk of the bar-lined boardwalk.
It’sthe kind of place where they not
only handleIstrian classics with
reverence, butintroduce anew
fish menu featuring Adriatictuna
with Dalmatian culinary garniture,
and anew meat menushowcasing
succulentveal carpaccioonabed
of youngrocket. Aromantic atmos-
pheredoestherest.

-> Dalmatinska ulica 18 (091 957 3621)

Orlandin

Offeringaslow food approach
where fast food isthe norm, ie

the Montraker waterfront at the
northerntip ofthe Vrsar headland,
Orlandin can deliveraquality
burgertochildren rushingin from
thebeach, aswell as a perfectly
grilled seabassorsteakwith all the
trimmingand accompaniments,
foracouplespendingalazy dayon
the coast. It operatesasabartoo,
the cocktail selectionincluding
ajustifiablynamed Orlandin
Finisher with avodka, whisky and
rum base. All kinds of pancakes,
dessertsandice creamalso feature.
-> Montraker (091 144 1409, orlandin.eu)

Ristorante il Tricolore
Italians write home about this
quality pizzeriaand trattoria, so
thisreallyisastand-outoption
ifyou're after top-notch pastaor
pizzadishes. Desserts are another
speciality, authentic cannoli
siciliani, closely aligned with other
Calabrian favourites at certain
timesoftheyear. Like the fare
itself, the surroundings are simple
butwell conceived, astand-alone
stone house, bare brickand wood
inside. Allinall, aworld away
fromthe tourist-focused eateries
lining the waterfront some 200
metres from here.

- Ulica Rade Koncara 78 (095 285 8555)

Sport Bar GrillVala

The Valaisaseafront favourite, an
unpretentious but professional
eatery where you can sate your
appetite afteraday’sbathing
with aplate of squid, evapi
rissolesin flatbread or grilled fish.
It'salsoa pub, with pooltables
lining one side of an expansive
covered terrace, with smaller
tablesright over the waterfront
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forthat winning sunset beer.
There'soccasional live musicat
weekends and biggamesscreened
when it matters.

-> Gradska plaZa, Orsera (091 909

7878, facebook.com/SportharVala)

VinotekaVelum
Awinebarcrossed withacafé,
the Velum hasthe chopstostock
shelfafter shelf of quality Istrian
labels, butwith noairs, gracesor
pretentions. You can pair your
glass—mostreds, whitesand
roséscanbeordered by the glass
—with aplatter oflocal prosciutto,
sausage, cheese and olivesor, given
itsearly opening and waterfront
setting, treat yourselftoaquality
coffee and waffle. There are craft
beers, too, most notably the
phenomenally successful San
Servolo from Buje.

- ObalaMarsalaTita 1A (095 915 8868)

BEACHES

Along with creating a summer’s
worth of tourist-friendly events,

Vrsar has improved the condition
and facilities of its waterfront,
starting with the City Beach close
to the Old Town, now equipped
with a children’s playpark, beach
bars, sports courts and a lift for the
disabled. The beach itself is a mix
of concrete, rocks and pebbles.
Closeby, BelvedereisaBlueFlag
beachlined with sunloungers and
pedalos for hire, backdropped by
anexpanse of greenery as well kept
asthebeachitself. Allisgeared
towards a hassle-free family day
out, including the restaurant
alongside. You canalsotakearide
outonthesemi-submarine, whose
stationis parked here.
Ontheotherside ofthe marina,
Montrakerislined with spots
where you can negotiate the rocks
intothe sea—wear sandals or flip-
flops. Here the Montraker Water
Sports Center rents outjet skis,
canoes, SUPboards, inflatables
and allkinds of boats. You’llalso
find the Orlandin eateryand
CasanovaBeach Bar. Alittle further
round, Orserais another popular
bathingspot, aboardwalkwith a
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fewsunshades, stepsdownintothe
seaand the Valagrill bar nearby.

Further north, towards Funtana,
Valkenelais an extremely popular
publicbeach of mainly smooth
pebbles, close to the campsite of
thesame name with alarge pool
complex. Funtanaitselfhasits
own publicbeach, more arocky
covewith stepsleadingdown into
the clear water, overlookingthe
islet of Skoljic.

Forisland hopping withbeach
fun, SvetiJurajcloseto Vrsar has
itsown swimmingspots dotted
around the coast —amodest fee
should persuadealocal fisherman
totransportyouover the short
distance from town.

Finally, Vrsar gotits somewhat
racy reputation partly thanksto
Casanova’s visits nearly 300 years
ago, partly thanks to Koversada,
Croatia’s first naturist beach, now
awholeresort complex of sports,
games and shops. Of the five
kilometres ofbeach, close tothe
entrance to the Limski Canal, not
allisnaturist - there’salsoasandy
stretch, Blue Flagin category.

Vrsar

VIrsar enchants its visitors with an authentic romantic atmosphere
of an ancient fishermen's village and with unique nature. Source
of inspiration for artists, beloved spot of the famous Casanova -
Vrsar is pure inspiration.

VRSAR

Vrsar Tourist Board

Obala marsala Tita 23, 52450 Vrsar
T.JF. +385 (0)52 441746

www.infovrsar.com | www.istra.hr/vrsar
info@infovrsar.com



Advertorial

Everything
you need to
know about
Vrsar

Get to know the picturesque
waterside town of Vrsar.

VRSAR IS AN ATTRACTIVE Istrian town with
an interesting history and rich traditions. It is
located on the western coast of Istria, near the
Lim Bay. This little fishing village has a special
beauty and charm, which has long inspired
artists and attracts many tourists. Dating back
to the Middle Ages, Vrsar runs up the hillside
directly from the sea. Because of this, numer-
ous villas were built in the old town centre,
offering a unique view of the nearby archi-
pelago of 18 islands and islets.

Thisromantictownisstill tied in with the visits
oflegendaryadventurer Giacomo Casanova, who
describeditasaplace ofgood wine and beautiful
women. The historical connection between Casa-
novaand Vrsarlivesoninthe costumed event
Casanovatour, whichis offered tovisitorsduring
thesummer months, and takes place ontheslopes
towardsthe Old Town and picturesquevillas.

The community hasalsolongbeen
associated with fishing, so the connection of
localswiththeseaiseverywhere.

Surrounded by vineyards and olive groves,
Vrsar ishome to many local producers who offer
excellent wines and homemade olive oils.

Thesmellsand tastesoflocal cuisine are
recognisably Istrian. Fish and seafood, aswell as
traditional meat and pasta dishes, are offered in
lovely waterfront restaurants or in cosy taverns
inthesurroundingvillages.

Vrsar and its surroundings offeramultitude
of opportunities for active holidays, for hiking,
cycling, swimming, divingand parachuting.

Long promenades alongthe seabeckon for
relaxing walks or recreational runs, and miles
of cyclingtrails forexciting rides on two wheels.
Thereisaparticularly attractive trail through
the centuries-old forest of Konti, which leads
alltheway tothevillage of KloStar and the aban-
doned monastery of St Michael. In Vrsar, you can
alsogoforadivingadventure, exploring caves,
paddlingorrockclimbingalongthe Lim Bay.

Vrsar offers visitors numerous events
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throughout the year, including festivals of
gastronomy, entertainment and tradition,
musicand culture. There are also numerous
sportingevents, live concerts and intimate
locationsin the Old Town, and festivals of
classical musicin Vrsarchurches.

Vrsarisaplace of pleasure for those who want
torelaxinthecrystal-clearseaand in pristine
nature, explore historical treasures, take partin
interestingand entertaining festivals, or enjoy
anactive vacation.

Vrsarisaplacethatinspires.
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EVENTSIN 2019

Fishermen’s Festival — April to September
Old Fairunder a Castle — June & September
Festival of Sea and Guitars, Vrsar Serenade,
Concertsinthe Church -Juneto September
Casanovatour — May to September

Limes Bike Tour - May

Ocean Lava Triathlon - October

Lim Bay Challenge - May & December

For all details about events: www.
infovrsar.com

SPOTLIGHT ON VRSAR’S WATERFRONT

The pretty waterfront of Vrsar has been inhabited since before
Roman times. Surrounded by an archipelago of 18 uninhabited
islands, the coastline was once dotted with little fishing boats, with
stone quarries around the Montraker peninsula.

TODAY, the luxury marina here is lined with
sleek white boats while the Montraker quarry
has long been abandoned - but taken over
every summer by the Montraker International
Sculpture School. Taking advantage of the
same local stone that attracted the Romans
and Venetians to dig here for centuries, stu-
dents of art academies from Croatia, Slovenia
and Italy come here with their mentors for
three weeks in September to fashion pieces
of art that are later placed in prominent spots
around Vrsar, parks, squares and along the
waterfront. Members of the public can go and
see the sculptors in action — perhaps as locals
would have done when the likes of famed
Renaissance sculptor Antonio Rizzo carved
here in the late 1400s.

The waterfront promenade, or lungomare,
runs almost without interruption from the
popular publicbeach at Valkanela - with

child-friendly climbing features bobbingin
the water —all the way down to Koversada.
There, south of Vrsar, the beach and campsite
remain the domain of naturists, who have
been flocking here since Koversada became
the first nudist camp behind the Iron Curtain
in1961. These days, accommodation includes
four-star apartments as well as modern
camping facilities.

Vrsar’sother claim to fame isits connection
toCasanova, the amorousItalian adventurer.
Accordingto his memoirs, he docked here
twiceinthe 1740s, the second time asasoldier
—although in hiswritings, he complains about
theratherstraightlaced society he found here.
For generations, the bishops of Pore¢ would
have summerhouses herein Vrsar, the rather
grand properties you canstill see if you explore
the twisting medieval streets that rise up behind
the seafront, creating a picturesque panorama
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topped by the bell tower of St Martin’s Church.

Casanova, meanwhile, is still celebrated
ontheseafrontand around Vrsar’s historic
centre. Starting from the waterfront, visitors
cantaketheinteractive Casanovatour that
takesinlesser-known nooks and crannies of
the Old Town.

Alternatively, you can hop overtothe nearest,
mainly uninhabited island of Sveti Juraj -
either rent from one of the many motor-boat
outletsaround the Vrsar marinaor havealocal
sailor take you across for anominal fee. Site of
another quarry thatwould have attracted many
Venetian sculptors 500 or more years ago, Sveti
Jurajiscentrepieced by the renovated Church
of St George, the original builtin the earliest
daysof Croatian culture.

Montraker International Sculpture School
www.infovrsar.com
- Koversada (www.maistracamping.com)
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Porec
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Porec is a popular resort with Byzantine
treasures and scores of restaurants, cafés
and package hotels.

HALFWAY between Rovinj and
Novigrad on Istria’s busy west
coast, Pore¢ has long been given
over to tourism, even before Croa-
tia’s current boom. This doesn’t
mean that this former Roman colo-
ny doesn’t have a history. Known to
Italians - and the rest of the world
until 1947 - as Parenzo, Pore¢
contains the Euphrasian Basilica,

a 6th-century wonder of Byzantine
architecture. The once uniform
hotel stock has improved no end,
though tourists strolling along focal
historic Decumanus will still be
pestered by restaurant barkers.

Enjoy an elegant repast
Overlooking bobbing

catamarans and Sv Nikola
island beyond, Divinois where
dinersare happy to pay thatlittle
bit more for that significant extra
quality. Here thefillet of seabass
isstuffed with scampi and truffle
mousse, the salmon issprinkled
with mustard seedsand the
lobsterisbaked in Mediterranean
herbs...and theduckbreastcomes
with a Cointreausauce, the foie
grasisserved with strawberry
and red pepper, and prunes
and bacon accompany the pork
fillet. For all that, Divinois far
from snobby, achildren’s menu
for ‘littlegourmands’including
spaghetti pomodoro - with fresh
tomatoes, of course. Presentation
isexquisite, service fittingwith the
surroundings.
-> Obala Mar3alaTita 20 (052
453 030, en.divino.hr)

Stroll around a

Roman forum

Atthehead of Decumanus,
the main Romanroad that

bisectsthe outcrop ofland that
holds Pore¢, Trg Marafor was
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theshowcase square when the
Emperor Augustus made this
former fortified military camp
acityinthefirstcentury AD. At
thattime, two templesstood here,
onededicated to Mars, the other
toNeptune. Without the expanse
ordetail oftheRoman forumin
Pula, Trg Marafor requiresalittle
imagination to conjure upimages
oftoga-clad citizensstrolling
around it, chatting - the former

templesare pilesof undocumented

rubble, with stubs of columns
scattered around. The unkempt,
baldinggrassonwhich theysit
hardly addstothe experience.
But, taken together with ever
lively Decumanus, Trg Marafor
doesgive anideaofthelay-out of
thisseafaring settlement 2,000
years ago, and could probably
dowithsomekind of visitor-
friendly artist’simpression or
annotated diagram.

Enjoy a quality
meat-free meal

Thatrarity of rarities, a
decent vegetarian (and vegan)
restaurantdeepin tourist central,
Bistro Artha makesbestuse of
itslocation - close to Porec city
market. The menu has plenty
of options without forcing you
toresorttopizza,and whatever
you choose - pastawith truffles
inacreamysauce, say —youcan
accompany it with atasty, fresh
salad. The dessertsare top-quality
too,and ahandy carrot to haveif
you’re persuading the kids notto
have hamburgers or chicken for
once. Management putsalot of
loveintothe place,and it shows.
Hibernates from December
until March.

- Joze Surana 10 (052 435 495,
facebook.com/bistroartha)

Splash about at
Croatia’s largest
water park
With 13 waterslides, including
the Looping Rocket, the Space
Boatand the Magicone, two large
pools, one with a half-hourly wave
feature, and halfakilometre of
Lazy River, Aqua Colors Pore¢
offers a fun, family-friendly day
outclosetotheZelena tourist

complexoutside town. Tooneside

areachildren’s playground with
climbing frames, beach volleyball
and another outdoor sports court,
with competitions held at various
points of the summer. Grown-ups
canalso order an on-site, whole-
body massage. Openedin2016,

B e

Aqua Colorsisstill finding its way
intermsof otherentertainment
—anAnimation Corner hasbeen
setup ontheothersideofthe
complex from the Sports Zone.
Admissionisstructured in whole-
day, six-hourand 210-minute
price bands.

-> Molindrio 10 (052 219 671, aquacolors.eu)

Marvel at Byzantine

architecture

Nootherman-made
sightin Croatiaisasstunning
asthe Euphrasian Basilica by
the northernshore of the Pore¢
peninsula. It was here that
thefirst Christiansinthe area
worshipped —several places
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of worship,and aRomanvilla,
were built here before Bishop
Euphrasius himself got to work
inthe mid 500s AD. The complex
isquite extensive and you’ll

need atleastacouple of hoursto
exploreit, takingin the baptistry,
thebell tower and what’s left of
the Bishop’s Palace from where
Euphrasiusdirected operations.
Andthere’slittle doubt thisishis
work, the bishop havingleft his
likenesses and inscriptions all
over thestrikingly bright mosaics
around the Basilica. Glittering
gold colouring and sparkling semi-
preciousgemsall feature amid the
sumptuous mosaics, a pristine
example of Early Byzantine
architecture. Constructionissaid
to havetakentenyears, though
various elements,such asthe
13th-century cimboriumbased
onStMark’sin Venice, were
added much later.

- Eufrazijeva 22 (052 431 635, zupaporec.
com/euphrasian-basilica.html)

Euphrasian Basilica
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Tuck into traditional
family food

Inatowndeveloped for
packagetourismduringthe 1970s
and 1980s, Hrasthasbeenan
independent and homely excep-
tion to menus with numbered
photographsand one-time visits.
Unveiledin 1971, itsterracewitha
perfectview of the historic centre
of Pore¢justaround the bay, Hrast
insistson producingas much as
possiblein-house. Thisincludes
the Istrian fuzi pastatwists, the
njokidumplings, the cheese
ravioliand eventhe bread you’llbe
served - not to mention the muscat
wine and olive-oil cake, arancini
ricecballs and shrimp soup. Don’t
missout, either, onthe prawns
inbrandy or fish al forno. There’s
meattoo -theveal medallionsin
red-winesauceisrecommended.
Oh, and course, it’sall family-run.
> Nikole Tesle 13 (052 433 797,
http://restoran-hrast.com)

Admire artina

Gothic palace

Righton Decumanus, on
aprominent corner with Cardo
Maximus, the Zuccato Palace
retainsits historic Gothicexterior,
partly made from stone all the way
from Korcula. The interior has
been transformed intothe Zuccato
Gallery, the most radical and active
onthelocal artsscene. Recent exhi-
bitions have featured the works of
Petra Grozaj, whose paintings have
beenshowninZagreb, Berlin, Graz
and Venice, and conceptual artist
Radomir Damnjanovi¢ Damnjan,
whose soloshows across Europe
datebackto1958.
-> Cardo Maximus (052 887 210)

8 Try then buy
Istrian wines

Closetothe Euphrasian
Basilicaon Eufrazijevaulica, Bac-
chusiswinebar, eaterieand deli-
catessenallinone, all purveying
authenticbutaffordableIstrian
products. Malvazija, muskatand red
refoSkare sold by the glass, allow-
ingyoutositoutsideontherustic
terraceonapretty opencourtyard.
Family-maderakijagrappas—hon-
ey-flavoured medica, biska from
mistletoe and fig-based smokva -
may alsobe sampled. Istrian platters
ofsmoked hams, cheesesand olives
canbeshared amongtwo or four
people, and therearesardine, sea-
food and truffle versionstoo.

-> Eufrazijeva 10 (091 404
0051, bacchus-porec.hr)
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Watch artin action

Everyyear,inthe

abandoned quarry of
Montraker outside Vrsar, close
toPore¢, aunique arts project
takes place. The Montraker
International Sculpture School
involves a gathering of students
whosetaskisto transform lumps
of stoneinto finely crafted works
ofart.Inordertodothis, they
areinstructed by tutorsoverthe
course ofthese three weeksin
September. Members of the public
cangoand watch the sculptors
inaction, and see the progress
they make. Thebest creations,
including ones fromthe current
summer batch, are then placed
inprominent placesaround
Vrsar, parks, squaresand on
the waterfront.

Go waterskiing
Opened withalive
show by Elvis Jackson

in2010, the SkiLift Pore¢ near

the Zelena Laguna holiday camp
and Byblos nightspotisastation
that providesaccesstoacable 650
metresinlength. Several kinds of
waterborne activities can be tried
here, including wakeboardingand
mono-skislaloming. Beginners
can pay by the hour for instruc-
tion and practice, with helmet and
equipmentthrown in for a few
extrakunas. The Ski Lift station
doublesup asasummer attraction
even for those not taking part, as
itsbarand restaurantare popular
hangouts. There’s also beach vol-
leyball, sand football and various
otherland-based gamesalong-
side. SKki Lift Porec stays open from
Easter tothe middle of November.
-> ZelenaLaguna (091474

7714, skiliftporec.com)

Take inlocal
history along
Decumanus

Asarrowstraightascanbe, as

well as narrow and high-sided

for much ofitslength the Roman
thoroughfare of Decumanusisthe
spine of Pore¢, packed tothegillsin
summer. Laid out east-west under
Emperor Augustusin the first
century AD, Decumanus runs from
modern TrgSlobodetothe former
Roman forum of Trg Marafor, a
distance of some 350-400 metres.
Aswellasfartoomany ice-cream
parloursand souvenir shops,
Decumanusisdotted with several
historical curiosities, starting with
medieval Peterokutnakulaand

itstower-top restaurant. Further
alongisthe City Museum, with
the atmospheric courtyard bar
Lapidariumalongside. Youthen
hitthe major crossroads of Cardo
Maximus, the north-south Roman
thoroughfare, with the Gothic-
tinged Zuccato Palace galleryon
the corner, before passingthe

stand-alone Romanesque House,
mainly two-storey structure dat-
ingbacktothe 1200s. By now,
thelandscape is more open, with
occasional green spaceseitherside
and pretty Baroque buildings more
prominent, former homes of Vene-
tianand Habsburg merchants. At
theend, Trg Marafor issomewhat

underwhelming, itstwinRoman
templeslittle but ruins, though you
canwalkround them fora full view
ofthe Adriatic seafront.

Polish off prime
pljukanci
Thin, hand-rolled

pastaperfect fortomatoand

Pore¢ Diving Center
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Decumanus

seafood sauces, this preferred
staple of Istria’s northern coastline
isbestsampled at L'Insolito. A

café opened by Andrea Darer

in 2009, thisterracespotona
mainsquarein central Pore¢ has
since expanded intoa full-blown
restaurant where the speciality
ispljukanciserved with truffles
and top-quality Istrian prosciutto,
prsut. It’'salso great for pizza, the 50
seatsoutdoorsideal forthe family
oragroup of travellingcompanions
toshareroundtheslicesin
thesunshine.

- Narodni trg 3 (095 555 5535)

Dive from Brulo
to Zontulo
Inoperationsincethe

early 2000s, the Diving Centre
Porec offersbothinstructionand
guided divestositesaroundthe
area, as farasthe Limski kanaland
Rovinj. Beginners canstart with
abasictwo-hourscubasession,
culminatinginafirstseadive, while
those with slightly more experience
cansearch forstarfishand seafish
intheshallow waters of Uvala Brulo
onthedoorstep. More seasoned
diversthenexplore Zontulo, FriZital
reefand around Sveti Nikolaisland.
Diving Centre Pore¢ holds aspecial
permit from the Croatian Ministry
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of Culture, meaningthat it cantake
the mostexperienced diverstothe
wreckofthe Coriolanus,aRoyal
Navy trawler that sank with 40 men
on 5th May 1945, two days before
the Germansurrender wassigned.
> Brulo 4 (052 433 606,
divingcenter-porec.com)

Boogie on
the beach
Ifnotthe best nightspot

inPorec then certainly the most
accessible and affordable, Saint
and Sinner isboth downtown club
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andbeachfrontloungebar. The
seafrontvenue down by the Zelena
Lagunacomplexisasummer
favourite, fun and unpretentious.
You'llfind name DJselsewhere,
hereisjustaboutdancingto
mainstream tunes with awhole
bunch oflike-minded holiday-
makers. There’slittle by way of
heavy security and the cocktail
makersare asentertainingasthe
DJs, spinningdrinks and rapping
with the customers. Relaxationis
the name ofthe game here, witha

bitofwild partyingthrownin for
good measure.

-> Obala MarsalaTita 12 (099221 1811,
facebook.com/saintsinnerporec)

Cycle the
Parenzana
Builtin 1902, left torust

after 1935, the Parenzanawasa
narrow-gaugerail thatran from Tri-
este, winding through the bucolic
Istrianinterior before terminating
atPorec. Inthosedays, thiswasall
Italy and Pore¢ was Parenzo, hence
the name. Running for over 60

Jama Baredine

110

kilometres, it hasgradually been
revived, section by section, by
local outdoor enthusiasts. Mostly,
though, the Parenzanais patron-
ised by cyclistsand hikers, and
regularly facilitated withimprove-
mentssuch as maps, benches, bike
racksand service stationsequipped
with air pumps and repairKkits. In
September, it stagesthe three-day
MTBParenzanarace, one of many
eventsinabusycyclingcalendar.
-> parenzana.net

Explore

underground lakes

Halfway from Pore¢
toVisnjan, the Baredine Cave has
been amajortouristattraction
sinceopeningtothe publicin 1995.
Toursare advertised all over Porec.
Youcantravel hereindependently
—there’sacar parkright outside -
butall visitsare guided ones, and
take place every 30 minutes, in
Englishamongotherlanguages.
You'refirstled alonga pathway 300
metreslongbeforereaching 60
metresdeep, where you find under-
ground lakes and five otherworldly
chambersfilled withancient stalac-
titesand stalagmites. In the waters
youshould see the strange-looking
olm, or European cave salamander,
blind and pink, henceitsalterna-
tivename ofthehuman fishin
Croatian. Givenitsappearance and
habitat-itdoeseverythingunder-
water - the olm hasbeen the subject
of manyalocallegend. Tourslast40
minutes. Wear decentshoes, hold
ontotherailingswhen negotiating
slippery stairsand be prepared fora
fairclimbbackup.
-> Nova Vas (098 224 350, baredine.com)

Find quality
seafood in an
alleyway tavern

Youmightseethe sign ‘Konoba
Aba’ifyou're headingalong
Eufrazijeva-butonlyifyouwere
looking forit. Tuckeddowna
passageway two paces across,
thistraditional Croatian tavern
fillsits stoneinterior and modest
slice of terrace with tables, upon
which hefty portions of squid,
langoustines, white fishand
seafood pastasare placed.It’s
classic Adriatic stuff, blitvagreens
with almosteverything —unless
you’re havinggrilled meat, in
which casethe chipsare decent.
Opt forthe drinkable house wine
and youwon’tfind amuch cheaper
lunchintown.

- Matka Vlaci¢a 2 (052 438 669)
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Porec
Sip cocktailsin
Roman ruins
Where once Roman

citizens of Parentium strolled, shot
thebreeze and perhapssipped
wine, today holidaymakers sit
and neckcocktails. Enclosed
byancientstone wallsand
overhanging foliage, Comitivm
providesthe perfectsetting
foreveningdrinks afterahard
day’ssightseeing or sunbathing.
Inalovelygardenamidthe
atmospheric ruins of Trg Marafor,
classic mixed drinks are served,
allthe cocktail favouritesinclude
flavour of the month in these parts,
Aperolspritz. If there happens to
beasummershower or Burawind,
tablesinside are surrounded by a
decorof marble and shiny wood.
Allisatouch more sophisticated
than most spots around Porec,
without being noticeably

more expensive.

-> Decumanus 15

Take in sunset
with dolphins
One of many compa-

nieswho provide boat trips from
Pored, family-run Victoria Tours
offersamore unique excursion.
Setting off from Pore¢ harbour
at6pm most evenings, Captain
Brunosteers the Victoria towards
Rovinjand, in particular, the
mouth ofthe Limski kanal. Here
dolphins cometofeed whenthe
shippinglanesare much quieter.
Although dolphinsightingis not
guaranteed, given Bruno’s vast
experienceinthese waters, it’sa
morethanlikely occurrence. The
touralsotakesinthis partofthe
Istrian coast - Funtana, Vrsar and
theislands off Pore¢ before return-
ingtoharbour for 10.30pm.

-> Obala MarsalaTita (098 535

415, victoriatours-porec.com)

Eat outclose
to base
Runningalongsidethe

major hub oftourist hotelsnorth of
Pored,Spadic¢iiswhereyou’llfind the
pretty, Italianate house and terrace
thatcontainthe friendly eatery Malu
Porec. Fineseafood, perfectlygrilled
fish, fresh greensand welcoming
staffengender return custom, the
quality pizzasmeaningthatit’sa
greatoption foryoung familiestoo.
Winesandoliveoilsarelocaland
wellsourced, and excellent coffee
finishesoffamemorable meal -even
occasionally afreeshotofrakija.

- Spadiéi 6 (091452 2511)
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BacchusVinoteka
Averyold-school winebar/eatery
this, inthe heart of the Old Town,
where the quaffable malvazijaand
teran are provided by the Rossi
winery atknockdown prices. Suste-
nance comesinthe formofplatters,
thelIstrianforonetothreediners
probably the wisest choice, though
youmay wanttoaccompany itwith
thecheeseselection, too. Geared
towards tourism and most custom-
ersseem more thansatisfied.

- Eufrazijeva 10 (091 404

0051, bacchus-porec.hr)

Epoca

Goodmusic, friendly staffand a
sociablebuzzset this place apart
fromthe other harbourside bars.
Nearthetip ofthe peninsulathat
holdsthe Old Town, at the start of
thebusystrip of cafés and restau-
rants, Epoca offersaspaciousinte-
riorwith circularwoodenbarand
seaviews, with wicker chairsand
wooden tables outside. Bruschetta
and otherlightbitesare on offer, as
aregranita, frappésandice cream.
Dancing mightbreakoutinthe

evening, though the crowd you’ll
beschmoozing with will be mostly
fellow travellers. Good cocktails.

-> ObalaMarsalaTita24 (098276 167, epoca.hr).

GostionicaTri Bacve
They’vebeenservingshellfish to
local regulars and tourists here
foryears, the catch broughtin by
the fishermen in the family then
sizzled inthe panand drizzled with
oil. There’s fish too, select the one
youwant from the display platter,
and alimited choice of meat —but
mostly you’re here for the clams,
scallops, musselsand scampi. All
veryno-nonsense and none the
worse forit.

-> Ulica Mattea Benussia 8 (052 452

522, facebook.com/Tribacve)

Konoba Daniela

Some five kilometres outside Porec,
the Daniela providesaclassic rus-
ticIstrian experience, itsarcaded
terrace full of birdsonginspring,
itsfireplace warmingin winter.
Here, pekadishes arethewaytogo
—-phoneahead toordersucculent
octopusor meat, slow-cooked for
several hoursunder hot coals. Most
dishesarelocally sourced, using
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Bacchus Vinoteka

fresh, seasonalingredients.It’sa
guesthouse, too, sothe welcomeis
particularly warm, with affordable
roomsavailable.

> Veleniki 15A (052 460 519,
konobadaniela.com)

Peterokutna kula
Callingitself ‘“The Key to Porec’,
Peterokutnakulastands at

the gateway to the Old Town, a
pentagonal tower builtin 1447
withahandful of restauranttables
atthetop. Most ofits many seats
areinside, a pleasantly restored
space, though the panoramic ones
areatapremiuminhighseason
and worthbookingaround the
hour of sunset. The menu does

nothingadventurousbutshouldn’t

disappointeither, with classic
Istrian dishes brought tothe fore,
many involving truffles. This
mightbethe placetoopt for steak
ratherthan fish, whichis probably
betterexecuted elsewhere.

-> Decumanus 1 (098977

9222, kula-porec.com.hr)

Pizzeria Nono
There are enough pizzeriasin
Porec so the Nono knows what

ittakesto persuade diners back:
fresh toppings, large helpings
and fair prices. With most of

the 30-strong pizza selection
inthe 60knrange, youreally
can’tgowrong - that quality
prosciuttoontheIstriana variety
will cost you a few kunas more.
Notethat ‘big’ here meansbig
-bringan appetite or order the
smaller version at45-50kn. Very
family-friendly, the experienced
waitstaffadeptat dealing

with children.

-> Zagrebacka 4 (052 453 088)

Pub Spacio
PrimenightspotintheZelenaLagu-
naholiday complex, the Spacio pro-
videsshotsand cocktailstoavery
muchup-for-it young party crowd,
withalittlelive music thrownin. DJs
keepthedancefloor packed while
beerservedinthree-litre measures
keeptheladshappy. Aneasystagger
fromatleast half-a-dozen hotels.

-> Zelena Laguna 14 (052 451 789,
facebook.com/pubspacio)

Restaurant Spinnaker
Flagship restaurant of the four-star
Valamar Riviera Hotel, the Spinna-
kerisanotchaboveineverysense:
decor, presentation, location, ser-
viceandlocally sourced ingredients
fromseaandland.It’'soneofthose
placeswherethe waiter explains

Sv. Nikola Island

eachdishtothediner, without
beingobtrusiveaboutit-‘here’s
yourlambwithtomato concasse,
asparagusand garlic cream, enjoy!’
—-andtheseabassisdeftly placed
before youasaworkofart. Quality
winestosuitthe surroundings.

- Obala MarsalaTita 15 (052 400 800,
valamar.com/en/porec/restaurant-spinnaker)

SvNikola

Fortop-quality fishwithasea
view, you probably can’ttop Sv
Nikola -butyou’ll also be paying
closetotopdollar. Thefillet here
comesinasublimescampi-and-
scallop sauce, the speciality

fish panna cottaan outstanding
appetiser. Ifyou're taking the
meat route, thenthe house-style
steak should be memorable, the
Cardo Maximus porkwithjustthe
right flavouring of Mediterranean
herbs. Soups are another strong

point, cream of scampi vellutata
and the Motovun forest with
trufflesand mushrooms. Service
isimpeccable.

-> Obala MarsalaTita 23 (052

423 018, svnikola.com)

Wine Corner

Opened ontheeve ofthe sum-
merseasonin2015, Wine Corner
strikesalovelybalance between
barwith quality Istrian redsand
whites, and eatery purveying more
thanjustnibbles. Much morethan
justnibbles, infact-youcangothe
whole hogand orderup a plate of
boskarin ox, but most are happyto
gowithaplatter of prosciuttoand
locally sourced cheese and soakin
theatmosphere ofaquaintside-
streetin the Old Town. Owner Toni
makes everyone welcome — many
hereare returning customers.

- Eufrazijeva 3 (098 163 2227)

Porec

BEACHES

Beaches are what Pore¢ is all about.
This is a holiday resort for holiday-
makers, so you can rent jet skis, go
wakeboarding, take a banana ride
or let the kids loose on inflatables.

The mainresortisZelenaLaguna
south of Pore¢, connected by a
regularboatservicein high season.
Here, some ten kilometres of coast
aregiven overtopleasure - here’s
where you find the Ski Lift Pore¢
centre forwakeboarding, all kinds
ofridesand rentals, courts for
beachvolleyball and tennis, and
plentyof shopsand eateries close at
hand.Thebeachesheretendtobe
man-made of pebbles or concrete.

Whilebusy -ten hotelsand
campsites are dotted all around
—ZelenaLagunaisexpansive
enoughsothatit’srarely crowded
inone particular spot.

Forabeach closertotown, but
stillwith enough amenities to keep
youoccupied, Brulosits halfway
between ZelenaLagunaand the
centre of Pore¢. Also close tosever-
al hotels, it comprises waterfront of
pebblesand rocks (wear flip-flops)
with plenty of showersand chang-
ingstands, pine trees alongside for
shade. The kidscan bounce about
oninflatablesorthere are ping-
pongtablesand mini golf. Note also
the Diving Center PoreC here, with
scuba courses for beginners.

The fewbathingareasintown
itselfattractanumber oflocal
regulars, happy tothrow their
toweldown onastretch of concrete
andrelaxinthe sun forawhile.

A15-minutewalk north oftown,
alsolinked by atouristtrainin
summet, Picalisthe other major
beachinthevicinity, itssmooth
pebblesand play areas making
itchild-friendly. Surrounded by
beachbars, Pical is also where you
find ajet-ski centre with flyboard-
ing, SUPand bananaboats.
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Dive into summer

Make the most of Pore¢ in summer with our
outdoor essentials.

POREC IS atown developed for tourism. Istria
doesn’t have any other resort like it, with tens
of thousands flooding into the scores of hotels
that do a roaring trade all summer. Many spend
most of their days on the beach, perhaps wan-
dering around the Old Town and visiting the
stand-out sight, the Euphrasian Basilica.

Butthere’sso much moretodoin Porec, par-
ticularlyifyou feel like getting active, individu-
ally,asacoupleorasagroup.

Your first port of call should be Ski Lift Porec,
neartheZelenaLagunaholiday camp. Open
from Easter to the middle of November, Ski
Lift Pore¢is essentially an active recreation
stationbuiltaround a 650-metre-long cableway
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thatallows visitors to water-ski, wakeboard,
kneeboard, trick-ski and, making use of the
slalom trail, monoski. Thosejust starting out
cantake advantage of the instruction on offer,
and helmets and other equipment are provided
foranominal fee. Around the station, you
canmake aday or weekend ofit with beach
volleyball, football and the tennis courts ranged
around the water.

Stayinginthe water, and closeto the Zelena
Lagunaresort, Aqua Colors Pore¢iswhere the
whole family can throw themselves down a
whole kilometre of waterslides, 13 different
onesintotal. Space Boat, Black Hole, Magicone
and Family Rafting, they’re all here, forall ages
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andsizes. For something more relaxing, the two
ofyou canglide down half-a-kilometre of Lazy
Riverinatwo-personrubberringorlet the water
bounceyouaround inthelarge wave pool. The
kids canalsogetactive up the Rope Pyramid
climbing frame, around the outdoor safe-play
attractionsorjoininagame ofbeach volleyball
with the grown-ups.

Baredine, between Porec to Visnjan, provides
aneasy, entertainingintroduction to caving.
With many tours offered around Pore¢, you
canjoinaguidedtourin Englishtonegotiatea
pathway that takes you down to adepth of 60
metres. Here, amid underground lakes, the
blind salamander or olm lives up to 60 years

withoutever seeinglight of day. Tourslast40
minutesand involve astrenuousclimbbackto
the surface - wear suitable footwear.

There’s plenty of sporting activity above
ground, too. Cyclistsand hikers can follow the
Parenzana, aHabsburg-eranarrow-gaugerail,
leftabandoned and rediscovered inrecent
years. Those on two wheels or two legs can pick
upthetrackatcertainsections, followinga
map and takingadvantage of the occasional
picturesque bench stoptotakeinthebucolic
Istrian panorama.

Of course youdon’t have toleave Porec at
all,ifyoudon’twant. Thereis plenty tosee
and dowithinthecity’sboundaries. Takea
relaxed lunch atone of the cafes within the
pedestrianised Old Town, saunteringalong
the 3,000-year-old stone-paved thoroughfare
of Decumanus afterwards. Decumanus, the
square Trg Marafor, and the ruins of the temples
of Neptune and Mars, are delightful evidence of
Roman occupation that you cantakein, but you
canalsosee 15th-century Gothicvillasalong
theroutetoo.

Forthoselookingtolearn even more about
the history of the city, Pore¢’s sixth-century
Euphrasian Basilicaisa must-visit. Itisnot only
Croatia’skey survivingexample of Byzantine
art, itisby far the country’s most beautiful.
The Basilicawasbuilt by Bishop Euphrasius
and dedicated toSaint Mauro and the Virgin
Mary.Itwas granted UNESCOsstatusin 1997.
Ornate mosaicsimpressively line some walls
and you can wander around several parts
ofthe complex, including the belfry of the
neighbouring Bishop’s Palace, from where
youw'llhave agreat view of the city and sea.

Walking down by the seaitselfisawonderful
way to enjoy Pore¢ and also take in somelocal
history. The city’sharbour containsreminders
of Venetiansrule, whichended onlyinthe
18th century, passingon firstintothe hands
of Napoleon and then the Habsburgs. The
Venetiansbuiltatown wall which stretched
fromthe harbourside Round Tower to the
Pentagonal Tower.

Ashortdrive outside of the city takes you
tothesmallvillage of ViSnjan. The tiny place
holds globalsignificance thankstothe Vi§njan
observatory. Though runsolely by volunteer
academicsand studentsitisresponsible
for more than 30% of the world’s mapping
ofasteroids with the potential to hit Earth.
Arecord number of such objectshave been
discovered here and since its parent astronomy
clubwas founded almost halfacenturyago, the
observatory has grown into a world-renowned
education centre and added several large
telescopestotheirarsenal.

-> Ski Lift Porec, Zelena Laguna (skiliftporec.com)

-> Aqua Colors Pore¢, Molindrio 10 (aquacolors.eu)

-> Diving Centre Pore¢, Brulo 4 (divingcenter-porec.com)

-> Victoria Tours, Obala Mar3ala Tita (victoriatours-porec.com)
-> Baredine Cave, Nova Vas (baredine.com)

-> Parenzana (parenzana.net)

-> Horse Centre Lanterna, Tar-Vabriga (horse-centar.com)

-> Go-kartrace track

—> Adrenalin park Sky Fox

Advertorial
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Motovun
Top 20

Motovun is one of Istria’s most beautiful
and best-preserved medieval hilltop
settlements.

MOTOVUN is one of Istria’s most
beautiful and best-preserved medi-
eval hilltop settlements. It’s best
known for its film festival, which
transforms this otherwise sleepy
town into a cultural and party hub
for one week every summer, a cross
between Sundance and Glastonbury.
Surrounded by truffle-rich forest,
which provides the key ingredient
for top local restaurants here and in
nearby Livade, Motovun stands atop
a277-metre hill overlooking the
Mirna Valley. Sunsets are spectacu-
lar, as are the views from the main
bar in town, the Montona Gallery.
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Revivedinmoderntimesas

acyclingand hikingtrail, the
Parenzanawasanarrow-gauge
railway inthe Habsburgera. Built
in 1902, itran from TriesteinItaly,
throughtheIstrian interior before
terminatingdown the coast at
Porec. Afterthe Habsburg Empire
collapsedin 1918, itwasoverseen
by Istria’s new occupiers, Italy, but
fellintodisrepairand was closed
in1935. Neglected for decades,
itwasrevived section by section
after Croatianindependence.
Now itisused for panoramic

1 Do the ParenZana

Parenzana

walks and bikerides, the route
takingin picturesque Motovun,
Bujeand GroZnjan around Istria’s
hilltoplandscape.

- parenzana.net

2 Enjoy a romantic meal

Inthehistoric heart of

Motovun, with anelevated
terrace overlookingtherolling
Istrian countryside and an interior
ofbarebrick, candlelightand a
blazingfireplace, Pod Voltomis the
most prominent restaurantintown
butalsothe mostintimate. Martina
and Benjamin run atight ship,
inoperationsince 1991, butthe
diningexperienceis friendly and
relaxed. The menuis, of course,
Istria-focused, truffleswith many
dishes, manestrasoup, fuZi pasta,
game and asparagus, whilethe
wines come courtesy of Arman,
Kozlovi¢ and MatoSevic.
-> Trg Josefa Ressela 6 (052 681
923, facebook.com/podvoltom)

Motovun Top 20

Take a spa break
Oncesellingitself

onitslocationinthe
historic centre of Motovun and
itsreassuringly traditional
appearance, blendinginwith the
Italianate buildings around this
pretty square, the Hotel Kastel
tookthe wise step of investingin
atop-quality spafacility. Guests
and non-guestsalikecanrelaxina
Cleopatra’sbath of milkand honey,
enjoy abodyscruband facialin
warm lavender oil, sample wine or
truffle therapy treatments or go for
aclassic hot-stone massage. Those
arejustafewoftheattractionson
offer —you are probablyjust aswell
opting for adetox package or spa
day. There’sapool, too, with hydro
jets, the outdoor section opento
non-residentsinsummetr.
- Trg Andrea Antico 7 (052 681
607, hotel-kastel-motovun.hr)

Experience Istria’s
Sundance

Thelive pianothataccom-
panied Aki Kaurismaéki’s silent
movieJuhain August 1999 ush-
eredinagroundbreakingannual
event that hastransformed this
hilltop community every summer
since.Backthen, a few thousand
gatheredinarenovated theatre

Motovun Film Festival
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thathad been closed for decades.
Now the Motovun Film Festival
attracts some 40,000 visitors, who
descend upon thislittle town for
five days every July, sleeping at
acampsitesetup fortheevent,
sleepingintheirown cars, sleep-
ingwherever they fall. Star guests
such as VanessaRedgrave and Ken
Russell are provided with more
comfortableaccommodation as
some 100 films are screened —-the
bestwinningthe annual Propel-
leraward - intwoindoorand two
outdoorlocations. The party goes
onnon-stop with live musicand
dancing, independent filmmakers
mingling with producers, actors
and festivalgoers.

-> motovunfilmfestival.com

Stroll in protected

natural forest

Justoutside Motovun, near
the natural spawaters of Istarske
toplice, MotovunskaSumaisa
small area of forest protected by
NaturaHistrica, the same body
responsible for Brijuni National
Parkand Ucka nature reserve.
The Venetians were the first to
single out this particular pocket
ofwoodland inIstria’s verdant
hinterland, partly because of its
particularbeauty, partly because
the European oaks so prevalent
here provided such perfect wood
forshipbuildingand wine barrels.
Fedbyatributary ofthe Mirna,
the forest here also features white
poplars, hornbeam and lowland
ash. From mid-summer until
autumn, the best timetovisit, the
bright purple blossoms of clematis
viticella provide vivid colour
and attract hosts of swallowtail
butterflies.

Sip a sundowner

Once a ‘bistro’ nowa money-

spinning ‘pizzeria’ the
Montona Gallery hasn’t really
changed all that much. It’sstill the
mainbarin Motovun, the meeting
place for gallery owners, expat
residents, artistsand artisans,
ahive oflively chatter until way
after midnight. For most visitors,
though, the Montona Gallery
meansonething:itsterrace,
overlooking the historic city walls
andtherollingIstrian landscape
beyond. Timeitright, and you’ll
alsoseeabright orange sunset
slowly melt below the horizon, as
oneglassof finest Istrian Malvasia
turnsintotwo.
- Trg Josefa Ressela 2 (052 681 754)
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Slice into Istrian ox

Now considered arare deli-

cacy, boskarin meat comes
fromthe specificlong-horned
Istrian cattle ofthe same name. A
beastofburden for generations,
theboskarin ox was rapidly going
the way of the dodowhen farmers
turned to motorised vehicles from
the 1960s onwards. By the 1990s,
there were a few hundred leftin
existence. Like theregional revival
ofthewine and olive-oilindustries,
sotheboskarin hasbeen enjoying
acomeback, farmed forits fine
meat which isnowsold across
Croatia. Naturally, it’sbesteaten
insitu, such asattherestaurant
ofthe Hotel Kastel in the heart of
Motovun. Here at the Palladio,
named afterthe architect thought
to have created Sv Stjepan church
nearby, you can find starters of
boskarin carpaccioorthe house
spread of Kris, aboskarin-truffle
mix. BoSkarin also shows up with
home-made noodles and rocket, or
asameatloafinthe main courses.
Whileyou’re here, you may aswell
sample some ofthe finest desserts
intown, namely pearsinteran
wine orthe home-madeapple pie
with cinnamon.
-> Trg Andrea Antico 7 (052 681
607, hotel-kastel-motovun.hr)

Pickup alocal

souvenir

Ofthe many little boutiques
and galleries that dot Motovun’s
historic centre, the Etnobutiga Cais
probably the most authentic. This
littlestore hasbeenarrangedinthe
samestyleasa19th-century peas-
anthome, with original furniture.
Although the cupboards and chairs
aren’tforsale, the grappas, honeys,
truffles,jams, herbs, winesand
essential oilsare —and areequally
authentic. There are alsoall kinds
ofdecorative artefacts carved from
olivewood, aswell asceramics.
- Gradizol 33 (052 681 767,
antique-motovun.com.hr)

Paraglide over

Motovun

Startingup in May, local out-
dooradventure company Paraglid-
ing Tandem Istra offer fourkinds
of soaringjaunts over the Motovun
countryside. Standard onestake
placeintandem with an experi-
encedinstructor, hencethe name,
butyoucanchooseabasic-level
flightof 15-20 minutes or one of
around two hours. For those keen
tolearn more, thereare courses

lastinga day orawhole week, each
requiringatleast two participants.
- 098922 8081, istraparagliding.com

Walk the
ancient walls
Fromthevantage

pointofthe sturdy walls enclosing
Motovun’s historic centre, itissaid
thatyoucanseeall four corners
ofIstria. Certainly, the Venetians
knewwhattheywere doingwhen
they built them as defensive fortifi-
cationsinthelate 1200s. Note the
city gatesasyouwalkalongside,
created in Gothic or Renaissance
stylesover four centuries. With all
therampartsintact, and youstill
candoacompletecircuit, perhaps
rewardingyourselfwithadrinkat
the Caffe Bar Bistro Montona Gal-
lery afterwards.

Sleer at a luxury
family winery
Justoutside Motovun

atKaldir, the Benvenuti family
ofLivio, Albert and Nikola grow
three grape varieties, Istrian
malvasia, teran and muscat, on
south-facing vineyards. This
sandy soil produces a honey, fruity
wine, bestsampled whenaged in
thebarrelfor 18 monthstocreate
Muscat or Malvasia San Salvatore.
But Benvenutiis notonly about
winesampling -thevillahereis
hired outtodiscerningguests, the
fireplaceroaringin winter, the
poolsurrounded by sunloungers
insummer. Atleasthalfadozen
guests may stay atany onetime,
makingthisthe perfect choice for
agetaway celebration with friends
or family, wine essential tothe
party, of course.

- Kaldir 7 (052 691 322, benvenutivina.com)
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Truffle hunt

Explore local
history
With no city museum

tospeakof, Motovun hidesits
historyinstrange nooksand
crannies —it’'snotevencertain
whobuilt the main church,
although an expert can quickly
detectthatit’s Venetian. And
what of the locals, who worked the
land for generations, tendingthe
hillside vineyards and hunting
inthe surrounding forests?

The easiest way to explore local
historyistotake awanderaround
Motovun’s main cemetery, set
atthebottom of ulica Vladimira
Gortana, named after anIstrian
freedom fighter from the 1920s.
Stroll around the graves, most
with a portrait photograph ofthe
occupant, and you’ll soon see how
somany ofthelocal populace
were of peasant stock, with Italian
family names. Dates also play
animportantrole —the greater
number of Slavic names after

the 1950sreflected the post-war
population exchange that saw
familiesuprootand head toItaly.

Zip around

onaVespa

Oneofthe most
romantictoursonofferinand
around Motovunisadaytripona
Vespa. Zipping past olive groves
and vineyards, your guide takes
youalongroadswith the most
stunning views, stoppingatalocal
konoba forlunch and sampling
trufflesand wine on the way. Tours,
organised by Montona, take place
between April and mid October,
and areopentoover-18sholdinga
valid driver’slicence.
- 051 681 970, montonatours.com

Join the ladies
who lunch
Outside Motovun, off

theroundaboutthatleadsinto
Livade, the KonobaDolinaattracts
localregularsand the elderly Ital-
ianladieswho frequent the nearby
Istarske toplice spacentre. Both
are drawn by the great-value, fresh,
seasonal dishes: in autumn, for
example, huge plates of meaty
porcini mushrooms comeserved
with olive oil. Asparagus appears
inspring. Most times of the year,
youwll find heavenly fuZi pasta with
truffles, eitherin a cream sauce or
without. Sugary kroStule dough-
nutsshould finish things off nicely
—-theelegantsignorealsoindulge.
- Gradinje 59,1, Livade (052

664 091, konobadolina.hr)

Admire Venetian
architecture
Itsfacadedominating

abusy streetjust off Motovun’s
panoramic walkway, the Parish
Church of SvStjepanisthought to
havebeen the work of a follower

of Venetian architect Andrea
Palladio, inthelate 1500s or early
1600s. Itwasbuiltonanolder
church fromthe early medieval era,
erected perhapsasearlyasthe11th
century. Theinfluential Palladio,
responsible for the Palladian that
became popular throughout Italy
andthen Europe, diedin 1580,
butthe design for this churchis
said tohavebeen hiscreation. An
unknown Venetian artist was also
responsible for the painting of the
LastSupperondisplay overthe
altar. The Romanesque-Gothicbell
tower alongside the church dates
fromthe 13th century.

Take the waters
AtLivadealongside
Motovun, Istarske

toplice are thermal waters used in
Romantimes-coinsand jewellery
havebeen found on thesite. Beside
thelocallandmark ofa 85-metre-
highrock, the Spring of Sv Stjepan
provides mineral-rich curative
waters. Known as the Terme Santo
Stefanoin Habsburgtimes, thisspa
hasattracted generations oflocals
fortreatment of rheumaticand
dermatological conditions. A state-
run health centreinthe 1970s, the
sitewasthendeveloped asaresort
hotelandisnow in private hands.
Allkindsof spa detox packages are
now available, as well as weekend
breaksand teambuilding getaways.
-> Sv Stjepana 60 (052 603

000, istarske-toplice.hr)

See what all the
fussis about
Corneringthe market

intrufflediningand carvingout
asliceoflocal historyatthe same
time, Zigante isboth the most
famousrestaurantintheregion
andasignificantlocalindustry
based around this forest fungus. In
thelate 1990s, acertain Giancarlo
Zigante and hisdog Diana found
thelargest white trufflein history, a
discoverythatsoonledtothe open-
ingofashop, thenthisrestaurant,
thenatraditionallodging, thena
large processing and canning fac-
tory. Therestaurantitselfremains
impressive, albeit pricy, setina
beautiful house with outdoor seat-
ing. Mostdishesinvolveblack truf-
fles, with rarer white truffles used
between October and December.
- Livade 7 (052 664 302,
restaurantzigante.com)

Go on a truffle hunt
The European oaksthat
comprisetheancient

Motovun Forest are prime territory
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fortruffles. Every autumn,

truffle hunters and their expert
dogsscourthe woods forthese
sought-after treasures, alucrative
activity if you know where to
look. Ifyou’re curiousto find out
howit’sdone, youcanjoinan
experienced guide from Motovun-
based firm Miro Tartufi plus dogs
Belaand Nera, and find these
precious funghi while exploring
unspoiled greenery. Miro also
runadelicatessenin Motovun’s
historic centre.

-> Kanal 27 (052 681 724, miro-tartufi.com)

Sample seasonal
Istrian cuisine
First-time visitorslook-

ingtodineinLivade mayhead
straighttothe famousZigante
truffle restaurant - while Croatians
andreturning customerscometo
the KonobaDorjanaontheother
side of the turning from Motovun.
Alsofamily-run, inthiscasethe
BasaneZes, the Konoba Dorjanaisall
about pairingwhat’sinseason-wild
mushrooms, asparagus, snails, truf-
fles-withasuitablestaple, polenta,
pasta,and soon. Thesteaksprinkled
with trufflesissaid tobethe best for
milesaround. The pointhereisthat
it'snofuss, noformality —ahomely
diningroomisdoneoutwithwood,
stoneand black-and-white photo-
graphs, theserviceisjusttheright
balance of polite yetlaid-back.

- Livade 4 (052 664 093)

See how they built

the Parenzana

Atthismuseumin
Livade especially dedicated tothis
legendaryIstrian narrow-gauge
railline, archive photographs,
vintage postcardsand original
documentation harkbacktoan
erawhen crossing this distant
outpost of the Habsburg Empire
wasahuge adventure. Opened
in1902,linking Triestein
modern-day Italy to Pore¢ onthe
Istrian coast, the Parenzanawas
afeatofengineering, winding
alongside thickwoodland and
paststeepinclines. Alookatthe
changing coloursonthe map here
indicatesthechallengingterrain.
Photographsdepict two main
typesof passenger: daytrippers
inSunday finery, and locals with
businesstotake care of, probably at
the port of Trieste. The Parenzana
closeddownin 1935 buttheroute
hasbeenrevived oflateto caterto
cyclistsand hikers.
- Livade 1 (052 644 150, parenzana.net)
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Groznjan

One of Istria’s most lively medieval
hilltop towns, loaded with
galleries and studios.

GROZNJAN IS one of Istria’s pret-
tiest medieval hilltop towns, 228
metres (748 feet) above sea level,
with spectacular views: the Adri-
atic to the west and the dramatic
landscape of the Mirna Valley to
the east. Istria is rich with these
ancient, Italianate settlements.

Time Out Istria 2019

What sets Groznjan apart is that it
feels loved, alive and cared for. With
two dozen galleries and plenty of
studios, it’s a thriving art hub. After
World War I1, this part of Istria was
assigned to Tito’s Yugoslavia. Many
emigrated to Italy. In GroZnjan

only 20 souls remained. Gradually,
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The Parish Church of sts. Vitus, Modestus and Crescentia

visiting artists began using the
empty buildings as studios and

by 1965 it was formally declared

a “Town of Artists’. Street signs are
hand-painted ceramics, rather than
statemanufactured enamel; the col-
ours of the shutters are subtle but
just right; there are stone seats for
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enjoying the view; and everywhere
you look, there’s a gallery. There’s
a perfect little town square and
outside the town loggia on balmy,
summer evenings are recitals by
operatic tenors or jazzers, perform-
ing as part of the GroZnjan Musical
Summetr.

Fonticus City Gallery

This public two-floorspaceisa
museum, an outlet for Croatian
and international artists. Ithasa
rotating agenda of shows. Also,
underits purviewisacollection
ofinsignia, crestsand coats of
arms from German, Croatian and
Slovenian nobility.

- Trglode 3.T(052 776 357, tz-groznjan.
hr/index.php/en/kultura-i-umjetnost/
gradska-galerija-fonticus).

Bastia

Under the church tower, this
large,imposingand traditional
restaurantisthe main placetoeat
intown. Fabulous, authenticlocal
dishesincludethelikes of home-
made sausage, rumpsteak with
truffles and twisted pastaties (fuzi)
withwild game. There’salittle bar
withapianointheback,and afew
roomstorent.

-> Svibnja 1 (052 776 370, no website)

Thesmallesttowninthe

world, unchanged for nearly a
millennium.

ENCLOSED by thick, medieval
walls, Hum is billed as the small-
est town in the world. To qualify
as a bona fide town, a settlement
must have a school, church, post
office, town hall and pub. Squeeze
in a dozen houses and that’s Hum.
Traditionally it’s been home to just
two families, while the priest is
also the publican - but things are
changing. As you wander round
the single, circular street, be care-
ful not to trip over any building
rubble. People have cottoned on
to Hum’s charm and slowly the
town is coming to life. As you pass
through Hum’s massive, metal
doors you enter a cave-like ante-
chamber hewn out of the rock.
Above is the town hall. On the
walls are stone tablets inscribed in
ancient Glagolitic, a Slavic script
for which Hum is famous. Ahead

is the main square; to the left is the

ludicrously large Church of the
Exalted and Blessed Virgin Mary
with its magnificent crenellated

belltower. The consecration chapel

of Sv Jeronima in the graveyard
houses 12th-century frescoes
covered with Glagolitic graffiti.
Left is a Lilliputian house with a
picturesque loggia. A small gal-

lery signed ‘Imela’ is the source of
Hum’s second claim to fame: biska.
This is mistletoe-flavoured grappa,
made from the leaves rather than

the poisonous berries. It’s either
bright green or golden brown
depending on whether fresh or
dried leaves have been used.

Humska Konoba

The Konoba Hum (052 660 005,
11lam-11pmSat,Sun)hasa
covered terrace with a beautiful

view down into the valley - this
isthe perfectsettingtosharea
bukaleta (drinkingjug) of tra-
ditional supa. Clearly invented
byapeasant withno food inthe
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house, thisspeciality consists of
red wine topped off with warm,
toasted bread liberally sprinkled
with olive oil.

- Hum 2,Hum (052 660 005, hum.hr)
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Located north towards Italy, Novigrad and
neighbouring towns Tar and Vabriga are charming
locations for a relaxing time by the sea.

LOCATED NORTH towards Italy,

its compact centre attracting
daytrippers from over the border,
Novigrad is neither as posh as
Rovinj nor as packed as Pore¢, but
that’s precisely why this can be a
charming location for a relaxing
time by the sea. The seaward tip of
its Old Town peninsula has shaded
parks and a waterside walkway,
behind which Novigrad finds room
for a surprising number of decent
bars, hotels and restaurants.
Across the bay, Tar and Vabriga
are neighbouring communities
popular with holidaymakers.

Time Out Istria 2019

Spoil yourself for dinner

Theydon’tcramtheminat

family-run Damir & Ornella.
Sixtables are ranged around a cosy,
bare-brickinterior, acomfortable
setting for fish and shrimp
specialties. Thistrulyis fromseato
plate,and most of what they create
—-andeachdishisamini-creation
initsownright -israw. Annually
acknowledged asone ofthe finest
diningdestinations onthecoast,
Damir &Ornellais manned by the
fatherand daughter ofthe same
name, happytotake bookings (052
758 134) ratherthan disappoint.
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Novigrad walls

presenceinthe Adriatic from

thetime of Napoleontothe

end of World War L. The two-

storey display is filled with

explanations ofbattles, model

ships, uniformsand weapons.

Although a private collection,

thisenlighteninginstitution has

links with the Croatian Military

Museumin Zagreb.

-> Mlinska ulica 1, Novigrad (098 254

279, kuk-marine-museum.net)

3 Itsterrace lapped by thesea,
the Vitriol keepsupping

theante eventhough the setting

sun, smooth service and quality
cocktails make thisthe best bar

inNovigrad, handsdown. The
latestattractionisartisanalgin,
Istria’s firsthandmade gin, if you
please,acombination of Malvazija
wine, juniper berries and spices.
Still trendy enough toappeal to
weekendingItalians withoutlosing
itsyoung, lively, local character,
Vitriolisalsoadecent daytime
spot for coffee, own-recipe cakes
and fruit tarts. Evening cocktail
concoctions have adistinctItalian
flavour (Negroni, Garibaldi). Local
winesare chalked uponaboard
outside, beersinclude Kriekand
Kilkenny and there are enough hot
drinkstofillan entire menu.

-> Ribarnicka 6, Novigrad (052

758 270, vitriolcaffe.com)

Signposted on focal Velika ulica,
it’ssetdown anarrowsidestreet
neartheseafront.

-> Zidine 5, Novigrad (052 758

134, damir-ornella.com)
history

2 The workof photographer/

designer Sergio Gobbo, who has
spenthisliferesearchingand
collating material allalongthe
Adriatic coast, Gallerion was
opened by Ottovan Habsburgin
2007.Asthelast Crown Prince

of Austria-Hungary, the late
archduke would have taken akeen
interestin this naval museum,
focused onthe Austro-Hungarian

Discover maritime

Sample artisanal gin

"

Novigrad
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4 Gallerion

Ride horses

through the sea

Within easy reach of the
hotels and campsites of Vabriga,
the Horse Centre Lanterna caters
tovisitors with years of riding
experience, and children who
have never evenseenahorse
before. The younger ones start
outwith socialising sessions
then take modest trots around
the pen. Older riders follow
guides through woods, meadows
and olive groves, and alongthe
seafront. Those after areally
thrilling challenge on horseback
canalsogoinforsearidingand
night riding.
- Horse Centre Lanterna, Tar-
Vabriga (horse-centar.com)

Dine on fine fish

Another culinary must

in Novigrad, Konoba Cok
specialises in fish and seafood,
most notably seabream, sea
perchandsole, lobster, and all
kinds of shellfishincluding
oysters. Allis fresh ascan be and
expertly prepared and tastefully
presented. While other family
members run the kitchen, the
affable Sergio takes care of
guests and the wide range of
Istrian wines on offer. If one of
youisn’t feeling particularly
fishy, then your steak will come
lathered in delicious truffle
sauce. A complimentary grappa
usually completes an altogether
satisfying dining experience.
-> SvAntuna, Novigrad (052 757 643)

Have a family day out

Afewkilometersoutside

Novigrad, Istralandiais
alargeaquaparkcomplexwith
sixpools, includingachildren’s

spray arena, and 15 kinds of slides.
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Kidscantrythe BlackKamikaze,
Family Raftingand, fortoddlers,
Crazy Hills. Asof 2019, there will
beanew feature, Space Combo,
offering nearly 200 metres of space
adventureinarubberised vehicle
with full visual effects. Other
attractionsincludebeach football,
beachvolleyball, concertsand all
kinds of courses and workshops.

-> Ronki 1, NovaVas (052 866

900, istralandia.hr)

7 Party at the beach

Closetoacomplexof camp-

sitesand overlookingthe sea
at Mareda, just outside Novigrad,
the Macumba Beach Club provides
al-frescoentertainment day and
night. Afteramorningcoffee,
swim and seafront fun, the grill
restaurant serves up classic Balkan
favouritesunder welcome shade.
Sunbathingsuits the afternoon,
before early-evening cocktailsand
DJstake over. Atsome pointlate
on, itall slowly winds down, only
tostartup againwithacoffeeand a
swim the next morning.
-> Mareda, Aemonia (098 327
558, macumba.com.hr)

Time Out Istria 2019

Feast at a flagship

restaurant

Overlookingthe marina
that this luxury hotel serves, the
Restaurant Navigare offers top-
notch Istrian cuisine, prepared
inanopenKkitchen, toguests
and non-guests alike. Executive
chefZoran Marti¢ison amission
to provethat the gastronomy
ofthisregion canchallenge
that of France or Italy, and your
experience hereisamemorable
partofthat process. The alacarte
menuchangeswith the seasons,
withlocal hams, asparagus and
trufflesakey featureaccording
toavailability. Ingredients are
locally sourced whenever possible
—wild asparagus, mountain
spinach, fennel, sage, lavender
and wild thyme.

Fresh high-quality fish, and
creative dishessuch asseabass
carpaccio, buzara Nautica or hefty
vealispod pekeare only some
highlights on offer, matched with
excellent reds and whites from
Istria’s most respected wineries.
-> Svetog Antona 15, Novigrad (052 600
473, nauticahotels.com/gastronomy)

Sample the goods at

a boutique winery

Just pastthe busstation
onthe outskirts of town, Moreno
Ivanci¢isasmall, family-run
winery where visitors may drop in
tosamplethe goods any day ofthe
week. Noreservationis required.
The small-batchredsand whites
here have aslight mineral quality
and may be accompanied by fine
Istrian prosciutto. Also availableis
rakija, asthe firm hasalsostarted
producingitsown strong, clear
spirits. Everythingtakes placein
convivial sit-down surroundings,
with more structured visits,
includingtoursofthecellar,on
offer for groups of six or more.
-> Domovinskih Zrtava 20, Novigrad
(095 976 8006, ivancic-winery.com)

Gaze at the
heavens
Ashortdrive from

Novigrad, the modest village of
ViSnjanisapopulardestination
thankstoits world-famous
observatory. Thankstothelack
oflight pollution in this part of
inland Istria, some 100 minor
planets, two comets and more
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than 1,000 asteroids have been
discovered here. The observatory
alsolays on tours, workshops and
viewingsessionson certain nights
oftheyear, with English-language
explanations provided.

-> Istarska 5, Visnjan (052 449 212, astro.hr)

Tuck into cheap
shellfish
It’sshellfish all the way

atKod Stelia, an affordablelocal
spotbytheside ofthe road that
leads out of Vabriga for the coast.
Platters of scampi, plates of crab
and bowls of mussels fly out of the
kitchen, havingbeen prepared
with atasty sauce, usually
involving tomatoes, wine and
garlic. Pastaisthe most common
accompaniment, orrice, plus
the house white. For those after
meatinstead, you’llalsoinvery
good handshere.

-> Ribarska 3, Vabriga (091 251

2079, facebook.com/kodstelia)

Enjoy the match
Initselementduring
the 2018 World Cup,

Elementisapartybarwith
multiplescreensand late-opening

Damir & Ornella

hourssocelebrationscangoon
intothenight. More a café/bar
duringthe week, at weekends,
Elementattractsayounglocal
crowd for DJsand occasional live
musicinaloungeyatmosphere.
Aperol Spritzisthedrinkdu choix,
though plenty of beers will be sunk
bythetimeanyone’sthinking
aboutgoing home.

-> Prolaz Venecije 2, Novigrad (099 214

6882, facebook.com/Element.Novigrad)

Admire history
carved in stone
Designed by the award-

winningarchitects Sasa Rendi¢
andIris Turato, the Museum Lapi-
dariuminthe heart of Novigrad
offersaprime example of howto
design acontemporary, site-spe-
cificmuseuminahistoric centre.
Alongwith early medieval stone
monuments, the museum shows a
key example of pre-Romanesque
architecture: the Carolingian-style
vaulted altar canopy, the so-called
Mauritius Ciborium, fromthe
eighth century. Here, early Chris-
tiansymbolscanbediscerned,
delicately carved intertwining
patternsand an array ofanimals
and mythical beasts. The museum
alsohosts multimediaand mul-
tidisciplinary cultural events

throughout the year.
-> Veliki trg 8A, Novigrad (052 726
582, muzej-lapidarium.hr)

Enjoy a half-
century of culinary
tradition

Approachingits SOth anniversary,
thisthird-generation, family-run
classichasbeenaroundsincethe
start of modern Istrian tourism.
Sidro (‘Anchor’) only usesfish
fromthe immediate vicinity,
heavyonshellfishand soleasthe
seaisshallower here. It’sright
onthefishermen’s marinaand
localsshowuptoeat. Forthe best
shellfish, come in November. The
fish platter NoStromoisasolid tip:
white fish, squid, grilled scampi,
potatoes and spinach. Same goes
forthelobster with tagliatelle,
which runsto 300kn. There’sa
nauticalinteriorandterrace -
ignorethe neonsign and pictures
ofthe food.

-> Mandraé 5, Novigrad (052 757

601, sidro-ancora.com)

15
challengin
exhibitign &

Part of the Museum Lapidarium
complex, the Rigo Gallery stages
exhibitions of contemporaryand

4

cutting-edge art, some challenging
(the strange figurines of Denis
Kraskovi¢, the graphicimages

of passion by Olja Grubic), some
iconic (the photos of John &
Yokodisplayed in the summer of
2017, the Daniel Spoerri collages
0f2018). Thebuildingitselfis
worth further investigation, once
the home of the Rigo nobility,

its frontage a prime example of
Venetian Baroque.

> Veliki trg 8A, Novigrad (052 726 582,
muzej-lapidarium.hr/c/rigo-en)

Find a slice of
Americana
Asisterestablishment

totheoriginal venuein Zagreb,
Booze & Blueshassetupatthe
Hotel Nauticaat Novigrad marina,
offeringthe sounds and flavours
fromacrossthe Atlantic. The
music, occasionally provided live
onstagebyanactfromaroundthe
region, bringsalittlejazz, bluesor
soultothe party, complemented
by similarly themed décor
courtesy Mario Waldgoni. There’s
aStateside touch tothe menutoo,
thoughit’sno coincidencethatthe
Adriaticisalongside, lappingthe
popularterrace.

-> SvAnton 15, Novigrad (052 600

456, booze-and-blues.com)
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Galerija Rigo

1 7 Try windsurfing,
paragliding or
parasailing

Round the corner fromthe
Novigrad headland, Belistra water-
sportscentre offersall kinds of
active funon and offthe coast. You
canclimb200 metresabovethe
seaparasailing, jet-skion atop-of-
the-range Yamaha WaveRunner
ortakethewholefamilyona
banana-boatride. Coursesinclude
windsurfing, kitesurfingand SUP,
instructed by a Croatian champion,
and therearealsocanoesand
wakeboardsto hire.

> Livada 1, Novigrad (091 522 8810, belistra.hr)

1 8 Devour hearty
dishesinan
authentic

German Biergarten
Thebedrockof thischeery
operation, approachingits40th
anniversary, isthe marriage
between Hans from the Rhineland
and Inesfrom Tar-Vabriga. The
result? Ines & Hans, a convivial
beergarden, restaurantand bed
&breakfastin one. Here you’llbe
eating meat, meat and more meat,
allwashed down with half-litres
of pure golden German beer. You
canchoose fromthe regular menu
oropt forthedaily special, often
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specially smoked, such asspare
ribson Saturdays, and pulled
porkon Fridays. Wednesdays, it’s
suckling pig, ahouse speciality.
Sausage also features heavily, of
course. Alltakes place on asun-
dappledterrace, plentiful trees
offering plentiful shade.

- Porecka 5A, Tar (052 443 129, ines-hans.de)

Sip then dip
Rightbythejetty
thatjutsoutjust

where Novigrad runsout ofland,
Waikiki’s Beach Bar allows you to
sink summer cocktails, slinkdown
the metal staircaseintothesea,
swim off the effectsthen climb
backup for more. By day, you might
wanttosticktobeer, especially
asyoucaneasilygetinvolvedina
game of beach volleyball and may
need liquid sustenance before
another plungeintothe Adriatic. A
late-morning coffee here alsodoes
thetrickasyoutreat your hangover
tothesoothinglap of the waves.

-> Gradska vrata 15, Novigrad
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Dine at an Istrian
tavern 50 years
in the busmess

Openedin 1964, the prices (and cur-
rencies) may have changed atthe
KonobaTeran, butnot therelation
toeveryday affordability, whatever
thedecade.RightintheheartofTar,
thisclassicspot knowsjustwhatto
dowith meatand knowsjust what
todowith fish. Grilled steakwith
mushroomsexudestradition while
seabreamorbass might come with
djuvecriceortheregularblitva
greens. Doaskforabasket ofhome-
madebread, and perhapsatableby
thefireplaceonchillierevenings.
Framed footballshirtsand pennants
addalittle colourtothebarebrick
andtimelessrusticappearance.

-> Istarska 35, Novigrad (098 167 3825,
facebook.com/konobaTeranlstra)

Search for
traces of early
Christianity

Knowntolocalsassimplythe
‘Cathedral’, the St Pelagius Parish

Waikiki's Beach

Churchdatesbacktotheearly
Christian period - or, atleast, pre-
Carolingian. Later rebuilds, several
ofthem, took place between the
15thand 18th centuries, hence
the Baroque flourishessuch as
the main altar and sacral pictures.
Butlook hard enough and you
canstill see traces from more
thanathousand yearsago, such
asthewindownichesinthenorth
wall. Sadly the pre-Romanesque
crypt, oneof the fewin Croatia,
isout ofbounds - it contains
ecclesiastical artefacts fromthe
early medieval era.

- Veliki trg, Novigrad

Eat well at wallet-
friendly prices
Popularwithbudget

visitors, the Konoba kod Kristijana
isalocal eatery whereIstrian
favourites are served in satisfying
portions. And youneedn’tjust
bulkouton pasta-thefishand
shellfish are fresh, the Kvarner

scampideliciouswhen grilled

or prepared nabuzaruinwine.
The Beleti¢ family would even

be happy to prepare your fish
ispod peke, slow-cooked under
hotembers, provided they are
given fairwarning. Warmbread
and the family’sown-madeolive
oilfromtheir Al Torcio millisthe
traditional appetiser to every meal.
They also run the affordable Torci
18 B&Bafewdoorsdown from
thisrestaurant.

-> Bolnicka ulica 8, Novigrad (098

420 314, facebook.com/Konoba-Kod-
Kristijana-116035611820156)

Sink Istrian Malvazija
in 18th-century
surroundings

Itscasual terrace occupyingasmall
square of pavementinanarrow
passageway in Novigrad’s historic
centre, the Rigo Wine Baris both
tasteful and authentic. It also
servestop-notch Cattunarwines
from Brtoniglain the terroir of west

The Church of St. Pelagius and St. Maximus

Istria. Classic regional finger food
isalsoavailable, cheeses, olivesand
air-dried prosciutto. The building
itselfdatesbacktothe 1700s, its
atmosphericfacadelendingan
Italianatetouchto proceedings.

-> Palazzo Rigo, Velika ulica 5, Novigrad

(091 577 2874, rigo-winebar.com)

Explore a British
warship

Sunkoffthe coast
of Novigrad with days of World
Warllcomingtoanend, the HMS
Coriolanusserved in North Africa
before taking partin suspected
spyingactivitiesin this part of
Istria. In May 1945, it hitamine
andsank. Nowuprightonthe
seabed about 25 metresdeep, it
isapopulardivesite. Aclubsuch
asZeusFaberinLanterna, facing
Novigrad from acrossthe Mirna
estuary, cantake yououttothe
wreckand also rent out equipment.
Beginners may explorethe
shallower watersaround Lanterna,
withitswealth of floraand fauna.
- SCValeta, Lanterna, Tar-Vabriga
(052 405 045, zeus-faber.com)

Kod Marice
Nowinbusiness
morethan40years,

Kod Maricerelieson the zmorac
tobringinthatday’scatch, the
fishing boat providing the prawns,
mussels, scallops and scampi

that make the seafood risottoso
popular here, the John Dory before
it’sgrilled or baked to perfection,
andthesquid you’lldelightin.
There’s meat, too, hopefully
suckling pigonthe day of your visit.
Desserts go way beyond the basic
provision ofice cream, and the
wine hasbeen well chosen.

- Ulica Murve 3B (052 757 217,
kodmarice.business.site)

KonobaAmfora
Rightonthe Novigrad
Marina, the Konoba

Amforaallowsyoutotuckinto
fresh fish and shellfish while taking
inastunningsunsetacross the bay.
Find atablelappedbythesea, ask
thewaiter what’s fresh that day and
lettheeveningtakeitscourse.

- Ribarnika 12 (052 726 298)

Konoba Gatto Nero
Inoperationsince
1982, theBlackCat

Tavernistucked away down a
little alleyway only a few steps
fromthesea, and well worth the
trouble of finding. The scampi,
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squid and octopusare sourced
from the Kvarner Bay, the John
Dory fish from nearby watersand
the boskarin meat from producers
ashortdriveawayinland. Here
the steak comes with black truffles
and Istrian prosciutto, although
you canalso orderbeefcheeks
interanwine.

- Zidine 10 (052 255 555, gattonero.eu)

Lungomare
Thesea-facing
Lungomare, closeto

Karpinjanbeach, doesan excellent
jobwithseabass, bream and tuna,
aswell assteak, butyoushouldn’t
bedisappointedifyou opt forthe
gnocchiwith porcini mushrooms
andspeckham. The pizzasare
alsotop-notch, with more variety
thanyou’ll find elsewhere. Not the
cheapest, but you're paying for the
view aswell as the quality of fare.
-> Karpinjanska (052 649 331,
lungomare-novigrad.com)

Marina
Restaurant
Novigrad

Marinaasin Marina Gasi, the
pioneering chefwhosteersthe
kitchenatthisbrightspotclose
toNovigrad’s waterfrontand,
indeed, marina. Avisithereisa
culinary adventure, diners placing
theirtrustin Marina’sbalancing
instincts. Before you enter, you
should know thatevery dish of the
half-dozenyou’ll beserved has
seafood atits centre —and alot of it
willberaw. And nearly all of it, the
raw scampion brioche with picked
wild asparagus, the steamed sea
basswith garlic, oiland peperon-
cino potato, will be aminiature tri-
umph. Desserts are equally petite
and burstingwith invention. Let
your waiter also guide youon wine,
Istrian of top quality.

-> Svetog Antona 38 (098 969 0492,
facebook.com/MarinaRestaurantNovigrad)

Restoran Mandrac
Thewallsatthe
backofthe 50-year-

old Mandragare coveredin
gastronomic awardsand even
thoughthereareseatsfor215
diners, youshould reservein
summer. Framed against the
600-year-old city walls, fresh
fishand grilled meatsare well
presented on warmed plates,
garnished accordingtothe friendly
advice offered by the waiter.
> Ulica Mandra 6 (052 757 120,
facebook.com/RestaurantMandrac)
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BEST OF THE REST

Tri Palme

From late March until late
October, the Tri Palme provides
honest-to-goodness Istrian
cuisine on asunny terrace near
the marina. The fish soupis full
offlavour and goodness, the
risotto and pastadishesasgood as
you’ll find at this price anywhere
inNovigrad. A penchant for
old-school rock attracts seen-
it-all regulars among the many
touristsand July 26 is Mick
Jagger Day, celebrated here asif it
were Christmas.

-> Karpinjanska 14 (052 757 081,
facebook.com/TriPalmeNovigrad)
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Vecchio Mulino

Justin from the waterfront, this
large, smart house contains a
restaurant of similar character,
brave enough to offeratruly
extensive menu - and carry most
off most dishesto everyone’s
satisfaction. If you’re afteradecent
plate of calamari, you’ll find it
here.Ifyou'veahankeringfora
hunkof soft, tender meat, they
cookithere. Pizza? No problem,
you’llhave few complaints about
theonesserved here. Multi-
lingual and swift staff help things
alongnicely.

- Mlinska 8 (052 647 451)

BEACHES

Novigrad is built around a bay
and two headlands, its historic
centre a few steps away from the
waterfront.

The most popularbeach, Karpin-
jan,isalwaysahive ofactivityall
summer, surrounded by bars, eater-
iesand sports courts for tennis, bas-
ketball and five-a-side football. The
small pebblesand shallow water
heremeanthatit’sideal forchildren,
andyoucanrentsunloungersand
umbrellasand make awholeday of
ithere. Togettoit, walkten minutes
fromthe marinaround thebay.

Further up, Pinetais more rough
and ready, with pine trees forshade

and intimacy - it’s popular with
couples, who may enjoy aquieter
time here without children running
around. Beachbarsopeninseason.
Intheotherdirection, closetothe
town centre, Rivarelaislessbeach,
moreapaved strip for sunbathing
and relaxation, butits proximity
toeverythingin Novigrad means
that many come down here after
workinthe summer months. Hold
ontothehandrailingsasyougo
downintothewater -theseahere
canbequitewild. Itsitsalongside
the City Beach, similarin character
andequally closetothebarsand
restaurantsintown, meaning you
canenjoy acouple of hours of bath-
ingbefore headingstraight overto
lunchoranevening meal.

The bar with the best sunset view in Istria

ITRIOL

Ribarnicka 6,
52466 Novigrad- Istria
CROATIA

o

FOLLOW US

ON SOCIAL MEDIA.

Vitriol — Café, Cocktail & Wine Bar

Vitriol isn't just another typical bar in Novigrad. It’s a
fun meeting place with a business philosophy based on
top-notch service and an uncompromising selection of
drinks.

The excellent seaside location with a view of anchored
sailboats and unforgettable sunsets makes the perfect
backdrop for relaxingin great company.

Morning coffee, afternoon cocktails or an evening glass
of wine... Visit us and find out why all our guests feel at
home here atany time of day.



Uma

Savudrija
Top 2

The host of the Croatia Open, Umag dates to Roman
times. Little brother Savudrija is an unspoiled
fishing village where Croatians relax.

JUTTING OUT into the Gulf of
Trieste, close to the border with
Slovenia, north-west Istria is
known for its sporting activities.
The main resort town of Umag
stages Croatia’s major annual
tennis tournament while there’s
an 18-hole golf course just in from
the coast at Crveni Vrh. Round
the headland, up-and-coming
Savudrija attracts windsurfers,
the cape guarded by the oldest
lighthouse on the Adriatic. A
growing number of visitors are
attracted to this wilder coastline,
served by an ever-improving hotel
stock and range of restaurants.

Sleep at the oldest
lighthouse in
theAdriatic

Rented out by the week, all year

round - €700 for fourinlate

September mustbe abargain -

SavudrijaLighthouse standsat

Croatia’s most westerly point. As

theinscription alongthe base says,

itwas partly sponsored by Francis

Tof Austriaduringthe Napoleonic

era-—thelast HolyRoman Emperor

wasinattendance whenthe

lighthouse was firstlitin 1818.

Originally fuelled by coal gas,

makingit thefirstofitskind, the

lighthouse increased in size from

19 metresto29inthelate 1800s.

Convertedintoauniquelodging

forupto four peoplein 2000,

thisicon of Savudrijastill flashes

automatically outtosea—andit
canstill be seen from Opicinajust
outside Trieste.

- plovput.hr
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Letyour hairdown

atalive venue

Foranhonest night of
chuggingbackbeersand lettinga
few guitar-drivenrock tunesblast
away foran hourorso, Umag’s
AmericanBarisyourplace.A
localinstitution opened inthe
1990s, with aslightly retro feel,
the American Bareschewsthe
loungey, laid-back beats found
nearby alongthe coast forabit of
twelve-barbluesbetween the Park
Puntaand Umag’s football ground,
onSavudrijskaulica. Astheagenda
isdominated by tributebands -
Zep, Oasis, Queen —you’ll know all
thewords and be singing alongby
thetimethethird beerkicksin.
-> Savudrijska ulica,Umag (095 904 8583,
facebook.com/pg/americanbar.umag)

Splash outon

exquisite seafood

Since 1986, the Badurina-
Badifamily hasbeenserving
discerningdiners from around
Central Europe, who flock totheir
seafood restaurantinthe pretty
little maritime community of
Lovrecicajustoutside Umag.
Known forits carpaccios—queen
scallops with garlic mousse, for
example —the Badiconcoctsan
outstanding house buzara for
two, lobster, scampi and pilgrim
scallops gently cooked in a white-
winesauce. Toaccompany, choose
alocalwine, which meanstosay

Umag & SavudrijaTop 20

2017 Fatboy Slim and The Prodigy.
Thebiggestnamesintheregion’s
rap and electronicrhythmscene
canalsobeexpected, Edo Maajka,
Kranksvesterand IanFthe onesto
kickassin2018.Dates for2019,
thethird annual Sea Star, are May
24-25,with partieseitherside.
Early bird tickets start from€39.

-> Stella Maris, Umag (seastarfestival.com)

6 Park and ride in Umag

Similartomajor European

capitals,Umagoperatesa
parkandrideservice, allowingyou
pickupanddropbackashort-hire
bikeatsix pointsaround town.
Between 6am and midnight, visi-
torscantakeastandard bicycle for
aminimum of 18kn for 1hror42kn
for24hrs. There’salsoadeposit of
300Kkn, paid backontoyourcard
whenyoureturnthebikeintime.
Theserviceallows youtoexplorethe
Umagseafrontor pine-lined trails
around the Stella Marislagoon.
-> istriaexperience.com/en/park-and-ride-umag

Baskina
panoramic spa

Sea Star Festival

CUJor MonteRosso fromupthe Sliceand golftuitionisgivenfrom bookendedbyopeningand

roadinUmag.
-> Umaska ulica 12, Lovregica (052
756 293, restaurant-badi.com)

beginners upwards.
- Alberi 300, Savudrija (052 707
100, golf-adriatic.com)

stages at Sea Star

closing parties, Sea Star attracts
80,000 festivalgoerstothe Stella
Marisresortsitein Umag. Bargain
early-bird prices boost ticket
salesevenbefore any namesare
confirmed -2018saw thelikes of

Lookingout over sea, sunset
andthedistanttip of Sloveniaon
the horizon, the Caroleaspaatthe
Kempinski Hotel Adriatic outside
Savudrija callsitselfan ‘energy
clinic’. Itsjobistorelax and rejuve-

Play a full 18 holes
fromVineyard to
Pines
While Spainisscattered with
scores of golf courses, Croatia
ismore limited with what it
candoto provide golfers with
the full 18-hole experience.
The exceptionisright up here
in Savudrija. Attached tothe
Kempinski Hotel Adriatic, Golf
Adriaticisachallenging yet
jaw-droppingly picturesque
course designed by Diethard
Fahrenleitner and Barbara
Eisserer of Tyrol-based Golf
ArtLandscape. Asopposed to
imposing an American-style golf
design ona European landscape,
these graduates of the University
of Natural Resourcesin Vienna
have created courses around
Central Europethat factorin
natural features and ecology.
The par 72 Golf Adriatic blends
inwith the scenery, so holes
such as Three Oaks, Romanic
Church and SeaView are named
with the viewsin mind. The
first tee, Vineyard, sets the tone
with a perfect vista of the Gulf of
Piran. The 19th hole hasn’tbeen
forgotten either, there are Istrian
specialities at the Restaurant

5 Catch 70 acts on seven

Overtwodavsin Mav. Paul van Dvkand Robin Schulz. nate. The catalogue of massages

Kempinski Hotel golf course
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availablefillsathick brochure,

and includes hot-stone, four-hand
energizing (with two masseurs),
warm-oiland Chinese-healing.
There are hammams, too—queen’s,
king’s, Turkish, Moroccan and
royal —oryou can hire your own pri-
vate spastudio fortwo hours. The
complexisopentonon-residents,
too, with plenty of packages to
choose from.

- Alberi 300A, Savudrija (052 707

080, kempinski.com/en/istria/
hotel-adriatic/luxury-spa)

Play beach volleyball

then sink cocktails

Occupyingan extensive
stretch of greeneryandbeachona
little headland jutting out south of
Umagtown centre, the summer-
only Afrika Beach Bar offers fun for
younger ones by day and grown-
ups after dark. Open for coffee and
abracingdip from9am, the ABB
warmsupintheearly afternoon for
beachvolleyball and all kinds of
seaside activity. Afterarewarding
fill of grilled meat, ¢evapi, say, as
thesunsinkssodothebeers, plus
cocktails, perhapsaccompanied
byaliveband.Itallrunsuntil2am,
when everything packsup untilthe
coffee machine sparksintoaction
the next morning.
-> Moela (091 896 2696, facebook.
com/ afrikabeachbar)
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See the world’s

top tennis stars

Taking place overten
daysintheheat of July, the Plava
Laguna Croatia Openisone of
the mostdistinctive onthe ATP
circuit. Set at the Goran Ivanisevic¢
tennis stadium at Stella Maris,
backdropped by the Adriatic, the
Croatia Open also offers a full party
agenda, with freeadmissiontosee
the country’stopsingersandjazz
musicians. Due to be staged for
the 30thtimein 2019, theevent
attractssome 100,000 visitors
from across Central Europe who
alsotuckintoIstrian specialities at
30outletsaround the site. Dates for
2019areJuly 12-21.
-> ATP Goran IvaniSevic Stadion, Savudrijska
cesta, Umag (052 719 125, croatiaopen.hr)

Ride the train
to Polynesia
Ifyou’restayingat

oneof Umag’s out-of-town resort
hotels or campsites, one way
toniparound the seafrontisto
take the tourist train thatshut-
tlesevery 45 minutesall seven
kilometrestothebeach area of
Polinezijaand back. The service,
actually aaslow-moving motor-
ised vehicle dressed up tolook
like alocomotive, harksbackto
the earliest days of mass tourism
here when holidaymakers paid

afewdinarstoride the Katoro
Express. The Umagtourist train
takes 30 minutestorunitscourse
and costs 20kn.

- tamar-umag.hr

Feast at Croatia’s
furthest tip
Tracealineonthe

map from the mostsoutherlytip
of Croatia, past Dubrovnik, then
move your finger all the way up,
past2,000islands, righttoits
most north-westerly point, and
thisis where youarrive —a pretty
marinaoverlooked by amodern-
lookingrestaurant, facingItaly
beyond. ThisisSavudrijaand
thisisthe St Andrearestaurant.
Andthisis where yousavour

fine fresh fish, served on pristine
white tablecloths by waitstaffin
smartwaistcoasts. Not, it’'snotthe
height of A-list luxury as you might
experience in Dubrovnik, butit’s
quality, nonetheless,and amuch
moreinformal experience, given
therelaxed terrace out frontwith
nothingbutsea, sky and boats
todistract yourattention from
your plate. Don’tforget tolinger
over dessert —this family has 30
years’ experience of runningthe
place, and will suggest what’s
goodthatday.

-> Luka 5C, Savudrija (098 334

651, restoransavudrija.com)
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Discover the
sunken town
of Sipar

It’shard toimagine now, given

the constant holiday buzz of

Umag compared with this

silent archaeological park four
kilometres north, but Siparwas
onceathrivingcommunity
inRomantimes. Infact, its
destruction, duringbattles
between Croatiaand Venetiansin
thelate 800s, allowed nearby Umag
todevelop. Visithereinlowtide,
and you see the walls and stumps of
buildingsthat made up the houses,
workshops, tower and warehouses
ofthiswaterfrontsettlement. At
the Umag City Museum in town,
there’sadisplay of some of the tools
and ceramicsdiscovered here,

and themuseumcanalsolayona
guided tourofthe Siparsite.

Take in some
challenging art
Founded by conceptual

artistSlavicaMarinin 1997, the
Marin Gallery hasbeen showcasing
thelikes of Edo Murtié, Andres
Serranoand Bruce Nauman
overthelast 20 years or more.
Slavica’shungerto attract some
oftheworld’s most sought-after
contemporary artists hasmade
hergalleryunique intheregion—
with the exception of the Museum

of Contemporary Art of Istriain
Pula, there’s nothingelselike it.
The agenda constantly changes at
thisintimate apartmentspacein
aclassicstonebuildingin Umag’s
Old Town -1late November 2018
saw the opening of Istrajnost,
featuringthe cyanotype-treated
photography of Drago Vejnovic.
Thegalleryis found onthe narrow
streetleading from the Umag City
MuseumtoTrg Venecijeand Trg
slobode, sometimesalso referred
toasRibarska.

-> Marino Bembo 7A,Umag (098

366 248, facebook.com/Galerija-
Marin-298164147298613)

Tuck into
perfect pizza
Longbeforethe

Kempinski Hotel took up halfthe
headland around Crveni Vrh with
afive-starsparesort hotel, golf
courseandall, the Pizzeria Laura
was serving quality pizzas onto
classic green-checked tabletops.
Itwasalsoluxuriatingin one of the
finestseaviewsinall Croatia, no
idleboast, onethatitstillenjoys
despiteall the upscaleactivity
akilometre orsowest. Some 30
typesare offered, everyone’s
favourite variety, thoughjudging
by thetop-notchseafood thatsits
atop enticing plates of spaghetti,
amaritime choice pizza-wise
wouldn’tbeabadidea. Onbig
football nights, suchasduring
the 2018 World Cup, attention
wanders from the Adriaticto

the TV screensetupinside, staff
strainingtocatchthescoreasthe
placejumpswith excitement.
Nowondersomany guestsatthe
Kempinskibreakup theirroutine
luxury foraspotofunadorned
hospitality.

- CrveniVrh 15A (052 737 004,
pizzerialaura.business.site)

Tour Uma%’s
oldest building
Overlookingthe edge of

the peninsulathatholdsinUmag’s
historic centre, the Bishop’s Tower
datesbacktothelate 1300s, when
the Genoese were aconstant threat.
Constructed asafortressthan
converted intoa more habitable
property inthe 1800s, this doughty
look-outbecamethe Umag

City Museum in 1976. Thanks
totheacquisition ofaprivate
archaeological collection 20 years
later, thisis now a worthwhile, two-
storey attraction with ascattering
of Roman and maritime findson
display and occasional temporary
exhibitions. Most ofall, though,
thissquare-shaped redoubt gives
thevisitorareal senseof Umag’s
attractionto passing pirates of yore
—-anditsvulnerability.

-> Trg sv Martina 1 (052 720 386)

Watch a classic

regatta

There’ssomething
quite magnificent aboutseeing

scoresof yachts, pristinesails
billowingin the wind, aboutto

setoffandraceacross anazure
Adriatic. SuchistheIstrian
Regatta, which usually takes place
over the first weekend in June,
setting out from the seafrontat
Umag. After theinauguration
eventatthe ACIMarinaon

the Friday, theboats gather at
Umagharbourat 11am the next
daybefore the first stage down

the coast to Rovinj. Spectators
standing high up at the Park Punta
canthenwatch competitors veer
south, ontheirjourney towards
the finishing point of Pulaonthe
Sunday. 2018 saw the event’s 70th
anniversary celebrated in real
stylewith 113 participantsracing
in34boats.

Take the family on
areal adventure
The Jangalooz

Adventure Park meansactive
recreation for all the family, from
ApriltoOctober, in the welcome
shade of pine forestby the
campsite at Stella Marisin Umag.
Kids fromasyoungasthreecan
joinin, clamberingup climbing
framessetatyellowlevel. Degrees
of difficulty gorightuptored, the
elevated rope walkway for ten
yearolds and over, but the only
thebravestof thebrave tacklethe
JangaJump, afreefall from atower
12 metres high, the Swiss-made
Saferoller belay system meaning
thatsafetyisassured.

-> Camping Stella Maris, Umag (098

901 1194, jangalooz.com)

Plava Laguna outdoor pool Aquapark
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Explore reefs in
the Gulf of Piran
Evennovicediverscan

enjoy the diverse sites offered by
the Gulf of Piran, which separates
the coast off Savudrija from
Slovenia. From the Subaquatic
dive centrein Umag, aboat

takes youroundthe headland
tothereefs where the coastline
suddenly descendstoadepth of
20 metres. With near guaranteed
excellent visibility, youshould be
abletospotlobsters, congereels
and scorpion fish, aswell asall
kinds of bright fish and crabs. For
children and absolute beginners,
there’sasiterightin front ofthe
dive centre at Stella Maris, where
evenatadepth of five metres
seastars, seahorses and crabs
canbespotted.

-> Savudrijska cesta (052 663

220, subaquatic.info)

Dine in hidden
bucolic greenery
Halfway between

Umag and Savudrija, Zambratija
isone ofthose coastal spots you
candrive past without noticing
the attractionsthatentice
touriststo overlook the bigger
resortsin its favour. Without
noticing, in fact, in greenery
tucked in from the coast, the
Restoran Antonia. The menu
here issimple but sufficient -
you can splash out onlobster,
try the fish-and-thyme ravioli or
splita fish platter between you.
Everything, exceptingthe ever-
exclusive lobster, is affordable
and thosetired of the holiday
crowds of Umag will enjoy taking
theirtime over ameal amid
birdsong. Closed on Wednesdays.
-> Crvene uvala ulica 16,Zambratija (052

759 565, restoran-antonia.com)

Let the kids
gowildata
water park

AtUmag’slagoonresortof Stella
Maris and over on Camp Umag,
the Wibitaquapark hasbeen offer-
ingwaterborne family fun for 15
summers. Floating atop safe, shal-
lowseawater are atower, aslide,
aclimbinggame, atrampoline
and awater catapult, all closeto
thebeachsoparentscankeepan
eyeon everything while sunbath-
ing. There’salwaysalifeguard
onhandinanycase. Admission
isbythe hour, half-day, day or
eventhe week.

- aquapark-umag.com
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The coast with the most

The seaside resorts of Umag and Porec prov1de the perfect
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THE SEASIDE RESORTS of Umag and Pore¢
provide the perfect Mediterranean escape and
deliver once in a lifetime moments, every day.
For an unforgettable stay, choose one of their
resorts, campsites, apartments and hotels -
inspiring locations are the heart of the Plava
Laguna experience.

Whether you're stayingin one of the 5-star
hotelsor2-starapartments, Plava Laguna's
highstandardsof service are reflected in
every momentof your stay. Dive into saltwater
pools, enjoy your favouriteice cream, feel the
excitement of paragliding over the Adriatic
ordine luxuriously with friends below the
stars. PlavaLaguna's vacation playgrounds
and friendly, attentive staffare here to make
sure every day of your vacation is a happy one.
Inparticular, Pore¢ and Umagare two Istrian
treasuresthatshouldn’tbe missed while
visiting the peninsula.

Beautiful beaches, fabulous nightlifeand
great food and wine are agiven, but there are
alsobeguilingstone towns, ecclesiastical
attractions and wildlife to enjoy, sowhich to
choose? Whether you’re after afun holiday with
family, aromantichoneymoonoranaction-
packed weekender, there'ssuretobe anIstrian
getaway tosuit you. Not sure where to go?
Discover your Istrian idyll with Plava Laguna.

Croatia’s tennis capital

Umagis famous for hosting Croatia's premier
tennistournament, the PlavaLaguna ATP
Croatia Open. Taking placeright in the Stella
Maris Resort, thousands of visitors flock to
theresortandstayin the premium hotels,
apartments, suitesand luxuriousvillas placed
within pretty, tree-lined boulevardsjust metres
away from pine-shaded beaches. ButUmag
offers more than just spectator sports. Visitors
take advantage of the tennis facilities available
attheresortand atthe Umag Tennis Academy,
bookinglessons with prosor simply playing
amongthemselves.

Active Umag

Otheractivitiesinclude windsurfing, volleyball
anddiving. Cyclingandjogging are popular
pastimes which you can pursue at your own
pacewith40km ofthe UmagRivieratoexplore,
includingacyclingand running path that
startsinthe centre and leads outtothe magical
SavudrijaLighthouse. Umagisatown where
you'll never be stuck forthingstodo.

City breakers

Outside of itsactive appeal, guestsenjoy
spendingtheir downtime strolling Umag’s
charmingly Italianate Old Town, its seaside
promenade full of cute cafés and restaurants
with views across thesea. The Church ofthe
Assumption of Mary and St Peregrine onthe
town'smain square isa must-see and for those
wishingtodigalittle deeperintoIstrian history
and culture, Umag offers amuseum and several
independent art galleries. Younger visitors
always enjoy the town’s Aquarium.

Advertorial

Culture trip

Located in the middle ofIstria's west coast,
Porec offers some of the region's most
impressive historical sights, stunning natural
beauty and everything you could want from a
family holiday. In particular, the jaw-dropping
sixth-century Euphrasian Basilica isthe most
importantsurvivingexample of Byzantine art
in Croatia, the walls shimmering with gold-gilt
and mother of pearl mosaics thatstill reflect the
lightasbrightly aswhen they were first made
(ifyouenjoy mosaics youshould also catch the
onelocated in the former Bishop's Palace). You
canclimbthe complex’s belfry for views of the
Adriatic’swide, blue e xpanse.

Wondrous wildlife

Justoutside the town, the Baredine Caveisa
spectacular series of underground lakes and
chambers, filled with naturally sculpted sta-
lactites and stalagmites. The expanse of pebble
and rocky beachesaround Plava Laguna’s Zele-
naResort offerarugged, dramatic beauty with
crystal-clear waters for bathing. Walkways fol-
low the coast toboth sides of town, some located
near Plava Lagunasites.

Day-trippers
From Pore¢, you can goanywhere in Istria.
Only two hours from Venice by boat, it’s also
aneasyhopovertoltalyandagreatplaceto
embark on aday trip. But Pore¢ offersenough
tokeep anyone occupied by its marvellous
beaches, food and ancient attractions - all
within easy reach from over adozen Plava
Laguna properties.

Discover more at plavalaguna.com
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Buje &
Brtonigla
Top 2

Brtonigla is a well-preserved village and a renowned
gastro-enclave. Buje is home to Venetian palaces
and medieval architecture.

Rollinghills, bucolic

vineyardsand olive groves
typify this classic expanse of
north-westIstria, tucked inside the
Slovenianborder. Overlooking the
surroundings, elevated Bujeisthe
largestand most significant town
here, then Brtonigla, just south
ofit. Withsuch natural riches at
theirdisposal, anew generation
ofambitious, hard-workinglocals
and anItalian heritage, thisarea
hasbecome arenowned gastro-
enclave.SanRoccoisaclassic
caseinpoint.Inbetween the two
communities, Konoba Morganisa
tucked-away culinary gem Italians
flocktoat weekends.

ta

1 Buje & Brtonigla
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Indulge in luxury

atSan Rocco

Itsgourmet restaurant
almost certainly the bestin
Istria, perhapseven Croatia, San
Roccoisalsoaheritage hotel with
personalised treatments atitsspa
centre, alarge outdoor pooland
14 luxurious rooms, somewitha
hydro massage bath. Truffle, game
and fresh-fish dishes are prepared
with San Rocco’sown extravirgin
olive oil -the seasonal dégustation
menuisthewaytogo,andifyou're
hereinsummer, yougettodine by
the pool. Accompanying wines are
wellchosen, comprisingaselection
ofsome 2001abels. The restaurant
isalsoopentonon-residents,and

' San Rocco Restaurant

operates on midweek evenings
between Tuesday and Thursday,
and through the day between
Friday and Sunday.

-> Srednja ulica 2, Brtonigla (052

725000, san-rocco.hr).

Descend into the

underworld

Accessibletoanywho
cannegotiate its steep stairs,
Mramornica Cave sits between
Nova Ves and Brtonigla, just
off mainroad E751. Open from
ApriltoOctober, thislong-visited
attraction allows visitorsto
negotiateitslonglit walkways by
holdingontotherailings asthey
go, with plenty of space above to
thesidesthankstoitsdimensions
several metres talland wide. What
isdaunting, though, iswhenyou
gazeintothe depthsbeyondthe
safetyrailing, and imagine what
mightbe down those deepdark
fathoms. Inthe main chamber,
nature hasgiven thedripstonered

& Buje & BrtoniglaTop 20
-

and white hues, the stalagmites
risingtosignificant heights.
Guided visitslast 30 minutes. After
your visit, you can pop into the
Restoran Agroturizam Sterle next
door forlunch - the restaurant not
onlylooks after the running ofthe
cavebutkeepsits Barrique wine
barrelscool down there.

-> Stancija Druskovi¢ 20, Brtonigla (052 774
313, agroturizamsterle.hr/en/spilja-en.html)

See how generations

of Istrians lived

Ifthe Buje Ethnographic
Museumisanythingtogoby,
rurallifein this part of Istriawas
extremely tough. Over four floors
doneouttolooklikeatypical
peasant’shouse, this collection of
nearly 200 exhibits showsthe tools,
furniture and household itemsthat
aBujelocal would have considered
partofdailylife acentury ormore
ago. Anolive-oil press and forge sit
inthe basement, while the kitchen
aboveisnot only functional but
communal, for here the family
would sitby thefireplace. A
weaver’sloomalso features,
aswell as chestswhere clothes
and preciousitemswere kept.
Occasional temporary exhibitions
relatetotheethnographicand
anthropological subject matter.
-> Tre Josipa Broza Tita 6, Buje (052 772 023)

Marble cave
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Savour succulent

slow-cooked fish

Inoperationsince 1980,
the Konoba Astarea can offer
many memorable specialities, but
none more memorable or more
specialthanitsdishes prepared
pod pekom. Thisinvolves aslow,
braising method, enhancingall
moistures and flavoursundera
dome-like cookingbell, or peka.
Usuallyawhole fishorlambis
the centrepiece, accompanied
by potatoes and all kinds of
vegetables. Asifthe atmosphere of
the Astareawasn’t homely enough,
withits old photos, piano and open
firewhere various dishesare also
prepared, lending your meal a
great smoky taste. Amiable chef/
owner Anton Kernjus will talkyou
through the day’s menu, likely to
includeseabass, congereeland
sole. There are meat alternatives
too, though here fishand
seafood are the way to go, scampi
buzaraandgrilled scallopsalso
recommended. For dessert, apple
strudelisanother house speciality.
- Ronkova 9, Brtonigla (052 summer. Bridgesand cascades Valle by the mainsite, the other, summer, you canopt foraprivate
774 384,091 539 6889) alsofeature,and makesuretopack  SantaLucianearBuje. Hereteran, rooftop dinner a deux, with wine,

Konoba Astarea

suppliestosetupapicnicatoneof = malvazia, muskatmomjanskiand  timedjustbeforesunset,orapicnic
Pamper you rself several designed spots. otherindigenousvarietiesare attheSantaLuciavineyard.
ataluxu ryspa cultivated and hand-picked every - Vale 78, Momjan (052 779 177, kozlovic.hr)
Recently voted “Wellness Toura top wi nery harvest, available forsampling
Hotel ofthe Year’in Croatia, the Ninedifferenttoursare aspartofaguided visit. Year- Dinein pIa in
five-star Hotel Mulinoonthe offered atthe renowned round toursinclude a two-hour countryside
Croatia-Sloveniaborder (literally!), Kozlovié¢ winery, north-east presentation, partlyintheold Oneofthebest, if notthebest,

ashortdrive north of Buje, attracts  of Buje past Momjan. A family cellarfrom 1904, with fingerfood,  countryside restaurants, Konoba + Yt L . el
many visitors fromeithercountry  businesssince 1904, the current and aone-hoursamplingofclassic =~ Morganiseasytofind -ifyou’reone ) ; J v E R E N
keen on aweekend of Thalion Kozlovi¢ operation consistsoftwo  Istrianwines, grappasandoliveoils ofthe manyItalianregularswho | G W i

treatmentsandrelaxingina expansivevineyard areas, one at inthecompany’ssmartwinebar.In beatapathtoitsdooratweekends. ; e 4 S
Romansauna. There’sa Turkish !

bath and Finnish saunatoo, plus J A " i AR

poolsindoor (with hydro massage) et B2

and out. Mulinois mainly known,
however, asacasino hotel, with
20gamingtablesand 260slot
machines,a24/7 world of bright
lightsand spinning wheels. Palm
treesoutside even offer that Las
Vegastouch.

- Skrile 75A, Plovanija (052

725300, mulino.hr).

Hike along the

Mirna river

Leading from Nova Vas,
near Brtonigla, atarmactrackruns
allthe way to the Skarline Nature

Park.Here the pretty river Mirna,
Istria’slongest, twists and turns

T e i e RSN T - A{v RTENEGLIO #4SOILS #WINE
ot pemiime.comres.  RHERIES SHSEN BRI O e Elw#mon #NATURE #HOMEMADE #ISTRIA

reflectingthe ample greenery

that provides welcome shadein 2 T 3 el " oy ’ y i : 5 'ﬁ’ g !
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For first-time visitors, it’snot that
wellsignposted —toreachit, take
the mainroad out of Buje, thena
trackontheleft-handsideakilome-
trebefore Brtonigla. Make sureto
bookatablefirst, though, ideallyon
thelarge coveredterrace withaview
ofthevines. Owner Marko Morgan
letslocally sourced ingredientsand
attentiontodetail take centrestage,
toproducesimpledishesbased on
authenticrecipes. Thebusiness
involvesthe whole family: Morgan
senior hunts for game, hismother
and sisterworkin thekitchen.
There’s no fixed menu; Morgan
relaystocustomerswhatisavailable
thatdayandinvitesthemtotakean
aperitif. Time-tested specialities are
based ontheseason-—homemade
polentawith game perhaps or slow-
cooked and marinated boSkarin ox.
- Bracanija 1, Buje (052 774

520, konobamorgan.eu).

Soakin abeerspa
Acultbeerforadecade
ormore, San Servolo

has put the profitstogood use, not
byopeningyet another craft-ale
bar, butby creatingaboutique
hoteland beer spajustoutside
Buje. Along with contemporary,
four-starlodgings, you can soak
away yourachesand painsina
beerbath. The treatment lasts for
45 minutesand alsoincludesuse
ofaheated indoor pool, Finnish
and Turkish saunas, and the gym.
The steakhouse features the finest
Istrian boskarin ox,lamband
prosciutto, partaken with a full
view of the surrounding Istrian
countryside.

-> Momjanska ulica 7, Buje (052 772 505,
091477 2400, sanservoloresort.com)

Sample local
Muscat
Momjanisthe historic

heartland of Muscat wine. Golden
in colour, muskat momjanski has
been produced inand around

this hilltop village near Buje for
centuries. A particularly fine
accompaniment for dessert, this
local variety iscelebrated every
November for the fortnight-

long Muscat and Truffle Days
gastronomic festival in Momjan.
Year-round, wineriessuch as
Kozlovi¢lay on tours and sampling
sessions for visitors.

Observe artina

medieval tower

Builtbythe Venetians
inthe 1400s, St Martin’s Tower
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isallthat remains of Buje’s
fortifications, therest ofthe
stronghold otherwise abandoned
ordestroyed. Itself on the point of
collapse, this pentagonal landmark
was given acomplete renovation
in2015and nowisnotonlysafeto
walkaround in, butentertaining,
too. Amid brickwork nearly 600
yearsold, artexhibitions are
displayed, taken advantage of the
tower’satmospheric surroundings
and ideallocation.

Hang out with
the beautiful
people at Gecco

GeccoBeach Clubis morethanjust
another another waterfront spot
with afew mixed drinks and DJ
tunes. Here, at the lesser-known
resort of Karigador, ashortdrive
from Brtonigla, you canstartthe
daywith sunriseyoga, try your
handatalittlebeachvolleyball
before settlingdown tolunch,
perhaps some misosoup, pad Thai
noodles, orspicy tom yum. The
afternoon canbegiven overto
swimmingand sunbathing, before
it’stime for an apéritif,and maybe
acocktail ortwo. By sunset, DJs
arein full swing. Operating daily
until 2am for sixmonths ofthe
year, Geccoisbest known forits

Sunday champagne brunches, a
popular feature on this part ofthe
Istrian coastline.

-> Karigador 74B (091 919 4900, gecco.pro)

Combine a gallery
visit with a picnic
ThoughborninZagreb,

renowned sculptor Aleksandar
Rukavinawasrooted toIstria,
living and working here for the

last 25 years of hislife before he
passed awayin 1985. His memorial
gallery inbucolic Brtoniglais not
only filled with 47 of his works
inwood, stone and bronze, butis
setinashaded park, where you
canspread out the picnic blanket
afteryou finish at the museum.
Rukavinataughtartin Bujeand
Brtonigla, initiated many cultural
projectsand was dedicated to
restoring neglected Istrian villages
totheir former glory. Peasants,
andsoldiers, feature heavily inthe
worksonview atthe gallery.

- Aleksandra Rukavine 9,

Brtonigla (052 774 307)

Visita farm and
have lunch
Justoffthe main

road toBuje, the village-based
family operation Konoba Nono
isboth farm and eatery. First
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and foremost, it’sanideal place
totuckintotheruralIstrian
repertoire of home-made pasta,
meatsbaked underahot metal

lid (including goat), and goulash
made from boskarin, thelocal
horned cattle. The wine list runs
from anunpretentious house white
tothebestoflocal smallwinery
production. Moderndiningrooms
feature rusticimplementsand old
musical instruments. Meanwhile,
alongside, thekids canvisitthe
owners’ farm, with its donkeys,
sheep, geese, ducks, chickens

and rabbits.

- Umaska 35, Petrovlja (052 740

160, konoba-nono.com)

Visit the Lourdes

of Istria

France hasLourdes,
where peasant girl Bernadette
Soubiroussaw hervisionsin1858
- IstriahasRadini. In this pretty vil-
lage between Brtonigla, Karigador
andthe Adriatic, acertain Marina
Pirovic also saw the Virgin Mary, in
1922,and eventually persuaded
the powerfullocal Radin family to
assistherinbuildingachurchasa
resultof thismiracle. Providinga
small plotby the mainsquare,and
stone from their own quarry, the
Radinsenlisted the help of many

s

volunteersto construct Marina’s
church. The huge altar would be
designedinthe same shaped asthe
cave at Lourdes where the famous
visionstookplace. Sureenough, in
July 1929, thechurch wasready,
opened and consecrated —and
every July since, greetslocal wor-
shipperswho gather foraspecial
Mass and ceremony to honour Our
LadyofLourdes.

Buy top truffles
The Bujeoutletofthe
legendary Zigante

brand is one of half-a-dozen stores
acrossIstriaand Slovenia, ample
proofofthe success ofthis Livade-
based operation. Inthelate 1990s,
acertain Giancarlo Zigante and his
dogDiana found the largest white
trufflein history, adiscoverythat
ledtoadestinationrestaurant,
alarge processingand canning
factory, and all kinds of offshoots.
Corneringthe marketin truffle
dining, Ziganteisasignificantlocal
industrybased around this forest
fungus. Atthisstore, truffles come
inall forms, black, white, in honey,
inoliveoil, incheese, indark
chocolateandinjam. Thelatest
brand-stretcher? Truffle crisps.

- Trg Josipa BrozaTita 10, Buje (052

772 125, zigantetartufi.com)

Dine in a historic
distillery
Oneofthoseplacesthat’s

highly regarded bylocalsand well
worth drivingafewextrakilometres
tofind, the Stari Podrumissitu-
atedinanoldred-brickdistilleryin
Momjan,awine-producingvillage
justnorth-eastof Buje. Thefoodisas
off-the-beaten-trackasthelocation,
withaninformal follow-the-staff-
suggestions menuthatchanges
seasonallyaccordingtowhat’s fresh.
Expectgood home cookingwith
home-made pasta, soupsand stews
garnished with truffles, asparagus

and otherregionalriches. Besureto
stay forthe seasonal fruitdesserts,
washed down with thelocal Muscat.
- Most 52, Merisée, Momjan (052

779 152, staripodrum.info)

Admire the works
ofVenetian master
craftsmen

Visitthe Church of San Roccoin
Venice ormagnificent Cathedral of
StGeorgeinFerrara,and youwillsee
theworksof mastersculptor Giovan-
niMarchiori. HereinIstria, too, are
masterpieces by Marchiori, carved
from famed Carraramarble:the
statuesof StSebastianand StServu-
lus, afterwhomthe mainchurchin
thecentre of Bujeisnamed. Builton
thesiteof its Gothic-Romanesque
predecessor fromthe 1200s, thislate
Baroquelandmarkcontainsanorgan
created by Gaetano Callido. One of
430heissaid tohave constructed,
foundinadozenchurchesaround
Venice, thisonedatesbackto 1791.

Pick up quality
olive oil
Thered, grey and black

soilsin this part of Istrialend them-
selvestothe cultivation of olives
—-whichiswhere the Bursi¢ family
comesin.Based Nova Vas, near
Brtonigla, thisdynamicoperation
producesfive typesofolive oil, De
Kleva created from five types of
olives, Buzawith balsamic under-
tones, Istrian Bjelicato gowith
mature cheeses, Leccino for sea-
food and Pendolino to accompany
pasta. Allareextravirgin, and all
areavailable at thishomely outlet.
- NovaVas 102 (052 774 102, bursic.net)

Best of the rest

Istarska Konoba Santic
Ajugand amapofIstriawitha
bunch of grapessuperimposed
overit feature besidethename

Truffle omlette

ofthistraditional, family-run
establishmentonitssignboard,
indicatingthat whatever you order
—scampi, fresh fish, pastawith
truffles —there’s plenty of thered
orwhite stufftogowithit.Setin
the corner house ofaquiet square
bookended by animpressive
church, the Santi¢ may chargea
little more than mostlocal konobas
butthe quality should make those
few extrakunasworth it.

- Svetog Zenona trg 7, Brtonigla (052 774 390)

Konoba Malo Selo

‘Remote’ would best describe the
location here, offthe beaten track
between Buje and Kaldanija—-and
yet, given the quality of its fare, the
‘Little Village Tavern’ has made
atidylivingsince opening more
than 30years ago. Four kinds

of pastaand ravioli come with
boskarin beef, mushrooms, black
orevenwhite truffles, which also
decoratethesuperbsteakthathas
carnivores making repeatjourneys
alongmeanderingRoad 200 up
from Buje. Not much by way of fish
orseafood, but the Malo Selo sticks
towhatit’sgood at—and whatit’s
good atisverygoodindeed.

-> Fratrija 1, Kaldanija 1 (052 777

332, konobamaloselo.hr)

Konoba Silvano

Inaquiet partof Brtonigla, the
Konoba Silvano knows whatit’s
doingwith fish and seafood —note
the nautical knick-knacks hung
uparound thebare stone interior.
Giventhatit’ssetinIstria’s gastro
huband attractsasignificant
Italian clientele, prices are steeper
than youmight find elsewhere
intheIstrianinterior, butbeing
thisclosetothesea, thelobster
presented on abed of pastawill
befirst-rate. Grilled John Dory
would be another wise option.
Openyear-round.

- Marconi ulica 10, Brtonigla (099 707 2704)
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Ostarija Rondo
Thediningarm of the Frankovi¢
wineryisvery impressive indeed.
The Rondorelies on seasonal,
locally sourced produce to
bring gnocchi with boskarin or
steak with porcini mushrooms
toyour table. Similarly, bream,
bass, sole and squid donot have
totravel too far before they
reachthe kitchen here. They’re
thensizzled or drizzled in the
extravirgin olive oil the family
also makes, another reason
why the Rondo gets so much
repeat custom.

-> Trg Josipa BrozTita 6, Buje (052 772 898)

Primizia Food &Wine
Underthesameumbrellaasthe
tip-top San Rocco hotel and res-
taurant the other side of Brtonigla,
Primiziaisunsurprisingly excel-
lent, its pizzasand pastasmade
with various kinds of flour accord-
ingtotaste. The menuisseasonal,
your fuZzi, pljukanci, gnocchior tag-
liatelle coming with boskarin beef,
blacktruffles orlocally sourced
chicken. Carnivoresshouldn’t
missoutonthevealcookedina
wood-fired oven. Main courses can
be prefaced by own-made sheeps’
cheese orboskarin carpaccio.
Wine comes from the renowned
Kozlovié, Cattunar and Cujcellars,
amongothers.

-> Giuseppe trg 4, Brtonigla (052

774 704, primizia.hr)

BEACHES

Thoughitfeelsvery muchinland,
Brtoniglaisundertenkilometres
fromthe coast—andthecity
beach at Karigador, pretty much
the firstthingyoucometoasthe
road forksofftotheright fromthe
roundabout. Amixofsand, rocks
and concrete boardwalk, ithasa
beachvolleyball net, snorkelling
and acouple of outletsdispensing
beersandicecreams.

Alittle further north towards
Lovrecica, Kanovasportsarecently
relandscaped sunbathingarea,
closetoaBlueFlagbeach and stairs
descendingdownintoclearwaters.
Nearthe campsiteisasailingand
windsurfingacademy for children
and adults, with kayakingand SUP
paddle aswell.

Lovrecicaitselfhasitsown
public beach on waterfront
Slanik, light on amenities but
withanumber of eateries dotted
closeby.
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Recently voted ‘Wellness Hotel of the Year’ in Croatia, the five-star Casino Hotel Mulino
on the Croatia-Slovenia border, a short drive north of Buje in Istria, attracts visitors
from all over Europe seeking luxury and high-end spa treatments.

THE SURROUNDINGS could not be more
tranquil. On the slopes overlooking the beauti-
ful Gulf of Piran out in the Adriatic, the Casino
Hotel Mulino overlooks the Piran Saltpans
Nature Park. Vineyards, olive groves, orchards
and historic hilltop Istrian hamlets line the
landscape, the Mediterranean climate is mild
and forgiving, wine cultivation and farm pro-
duction the main activities in this unspoiled
north-west corner of Istria with generations of
Italian influence on cuisine and architecture.

The design of the Casino Hotel Mulinoitself,
while gleaming and contemporary, echoesthe
elegance ofthistimelessenvironment.

Here, 67 guestrooms and luxury suites pro-
videvisitorswith allthey need for arelaxing get-
away and come in seven categories: Presidential
Suite, Suite de Luxe, Mulino Junior Suite Blue,
MulinoJunior Suite Red, Junior Suite, Double
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deLuxeand Single de Luxe. From the Single to
the Presidential, luxury,charm and elegance
underscore the ubiquitous Swarovski crystal,
finewood and soft leather.

Fromaroomy 36 square metrestoa
mammoth 84, spaceisagiven. Alsouniversal
are king-sized beds, veined marble bathrooms
withunderfloor heating, LED HD TVs, ultrafast
WiFi, remote-controlled electronic curtains,
bath tubs, bath robes, slippers, 24-hour
roomservice and arange of exclusive natural
cosmetic productsineachbathroom. Striking
artworks feature throughout.

Some ofthe Double de Luxe rooms have been
adapted foraccess for guests with reduced
mobility.

Exclusive customers stayingin the Presi-
dential Suite and Suite de Luxe have their own
whirlpool while sea views can also be enjoyed
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by thoseinthe Mulino Junior Suite Blue. Guests
inthe Mulino Junior Suite Red lookoutovera
verdant expanse of nature park.

Atguests’disposal, from noonuntil 1am
every day of the week, are the Restaurant
Mulino and Restaurant Tropicana. With glitter-
ingcrystal and silverware, an exclusive ambi-
enceenvelopssophisticated dinerstreated to
Mediterranean cuisine and Istrian delicaciesin
the alacarte Restaurant Mulino. Truffles, fresh
seafood, succulent meat and produce in season
arethe cornerstones of the gastronomy on offer
here. Those bookingtherefined Restaurant
Tropicanacantuckinto fineregional farein
intimate surroundings, with family, friends and
businessclients, backdropped by views of the
Secovljesaltpans and Nature Park.

Peace, tranquillity and soft lightingimbue
the extensive Prestige Wellness & Spa, 1,500
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square metres given over to health, relaxation
and beautification. Centrepieced by akidney-
shaped pool with hydro-massagejets, a Turkish
bath,Romansaunaand Finnish sauna allow
youtolet yourselfdrift away in the lap of warm-
ingluxury. Surrounded by snugloungers, with
emotionshowersand a help-yourselfselection
of fruit, soft drinks and special teas, guests may
alsotake advantage of the panoramic pool out-
side and well-equipped gym.

Those keen on extra pampering can book
amassage or beautification treatmentusing
exclusive Guinot, Thalion or NaturaBisse
products.

The Casino Hotel Mulino s, naturally, also
acasino, with 20 gamingtablesand 260 slot
machines, a24/7 world of bright lightsand
spinning wheels. Aswell as American roulette,
you cantryyourluckat puntobanco, Texas
hold’em, blackjack, Russian poker and Mulino’s
own hold’em poker. Palm trees outside even
offerthat Las Vegastouch.

Forthose optingtofly here, there’samajor
international airport at Trieste ashortdrive away.

Casino Hotel Mulino
- Skrile 75A, Plovanija (052 725 300, mulino.hr)

Advertorial
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Pazin
& Zminj
Top 20

Pazin, featuring a castle constructed in 983,
is the chief locale among a lovely grouping of
towns that includes Zminj.

ADMINISTRATIVE CENTRE for
Istria, Pazin has a bus and a train
station, banks, the state archive, a
courthouse, and a post office. For
those not here on bureaucratic
business, its main attraction is its
historic castle, set dramatically
atop an abyss, inspiring Jules
Verne to set one of his novels
there. Today Pazin Castle houses
two museums. Four main roads
feed into Pazin, making it a handy
base for exploring nearby cultural
and historic attractions, such as
the church frescoes of Zminj.

Visit a castle of

JulesVerne legend

First mentionedin 983,
Pazin Castlewasacquired by the
Habsburgs then owned by the
Montecuccoli family from Modena
until World War II. During that
time, it was aseat of government,
aresidence and a prison but, most
of all, wasused by French writer
Jules Verne asthesetting for his
adventure story Mathias Sandorf.
Verne never visited Pazin but
wrote to the town mayor toask
him foradescription. Now in state
hands, Pazin Castle housesthe
City Museum and Ethnographic
Museum of Istriabut many visit
foritsdramaticsetting, above a
steep abyss, as so painstakingly
described by Verne himself.
- Trg Istarskog razvoda 1, Pazin (052 623 054,

Dine where locals do

Oneofthe many attractions

ofthislesser-visited central
region of Istriaisthe fact thatitisn’t
swamped by tourists, notevenin
high season. Therefore, aquality
local eaterysuch asthe Konoba
PuliPineta, aslight trek froma

Time Out Istria 2019

townas modest Zminj, isjustthe
kind of place where locals gather.
Tucked away amid greenery,

the Puli Pinetaserves top-notch
ombolo (Istrian pork), steakand
goulash with pasta-you’reinland,
sonot much by way of seafood.
The place opensup late afternoon,
sotendstobe pretty buzzy by
earlyevening.

- Karlovvrt,Zminj (098 991 1795)

Zip over the
Pazin abyss

Fromoutside the Hotel
Lovacbehind Pazin Castle, azip
line runs for over halfakilometre
overtheyawningchasmand
medieval fortressthat comprise
the mostdramaticlandmarkin
central Istria. Those who may be
abit tentative about putting their

livesinthe handsofalength of wire

cantryoutthefirsttwosections,
each 80 metreslong, which
prepare the more adventurous for

Pazin zip line

Pazin & Zminj Top 20

the full yahoo in two more sections
ofaround 250 metreseach. The
maximum gradientison the third
part,whenyou’llbe flyingover the
sheerdropataspeed of around
50kph. Theend pointisatop Pazin
cave, itselfa panoramic viewpoint.
Thisattraction runs from May to
September, 10am-7pm —the rest of
theyear, it’s group visits only.

- Sime Kureli¢a 4 (091543 7718)

Devour divine meat

Onthebeaten path but off

googlemaps - Slokovidiis
onthelocal Z5190road thatlinks
Marseti with Trosti south of Pazin
—-CrniDimnjakisone ofthose
classic Balkan grill spots that most
carnivores can only dream about.
Top-notch éevapiand pljeskavica
areserved on authentic flatbread
inthe classic way, with aside of
chopped onionsand ajvar tomato-
and-pepper sauce, plusagoodly
portion of fries. ‘Served’, actually,
isdoingthe friendly welcome
and presentation adisservice,
forthe couple runningthe place
prepare and offer everything with
love, eventhoughitwouldbea
physicalimpossibility forany
guesttospend morethan 100 kuna
ahead.Tryandgetasturdytable
outside and take in the bucolic
surroundings.
- Slokovici 82F (091 601 0400)

|
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Find a music festival
of your choice

Many Istrian communities
putonanannual event or two, invar-
iably focused onwineor truffles,
possibly prosciuttooreven aspara-
gus. Butthis partofIstriagoesin for
instruments-onehilltopvillage
mightinviteall theregion’sdouble-
bassplayers forthe day, another,
accordionists. ZabreZani,onthe
old road that links Pazin toZminj,
usually attracts few tourists but
come hereduringthe first weekend
in Augustand you’llsee accordion
playerswanderingaround the place,
squeezingout traditional tunes.
Pazinitselfhasits Brass Bandsof
Istriaeventin May. Not wishingto
beleftout, GrasiSce celebratesthe
harmonicawithitsZasopimona
Organicdayevery May. ‘Let’s Play
the Harmonica’ alsobrings expo-
nentsofotherinstrumentstogether
byway of harmonicaaccompani-
ment. CometoDraguc¢inJuneand
you’'llsee musiciansluggingaround
their double-bass fromgroupto
group, eagertoparticipateinthe
BajsiuDragucu festival.

Follow the Trail

of Waterfalls

Foraseriouscycle tour
embellished by streams, lakesand
waterfalls, afour-hourcircular
route has been worked out with
Pazinasthestartand end points.
Enroute, thereare quite afew
steep climbsand descents, so
younger and less fit cyclists might
beadvisedtotackleagentler track.
Theso-called Trail of Waterfalls
takesinthevillages of Beram,
Grdoseloand Cerovlje on partly
asphalted roadsbeforeyou’re
rewarded for your travails by the
ZareCkiwaterfall, actually aten-
metre-high drop from cavetolake,
apopularspotinsummer. From
there, you'reinthe homestraight
backtoPazin. The main cycle
rental centre, Zoe Bike (zoebike.
hr),isnearby or many rural
lodgings allow you borrowed use
oftwowheels.
-> istria-bike.com/en

Start the day with

prime coffee in Pazin

Marko Baci¢ opened the
Epolon Caffe Barin 2013 after
successfully running Pazin’s other
two main cafés, the Kolodvorand
the Stari Pazin. Here, in the Pazin
Memorial House, a fully working
theatre, the accentis ontop quality.
Coffee comes courtesy of Primo
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Aroma, fromjust overtheborderin
Trieste, its Romanticabrand a mix
0f70% Arabicabeans. Givenitslate
opening hours—until 11pmduring
theweek, until 1am at weekends
—the Epolontransformsintoa
cocktail spot after dark, high-end
spiritsbroughttothe fore.

- Setaliste pazinske gimnazije, Pazin

(091234 5195, epolon-pazin.com)

Come to prosciutto
country

West of Pazin, Tinjan has
beendeclared the Town of PrSut,
sodeeplyisthiscommunity inter-
wovenwith trade in fine smoked
ham. Don’texpectto find shops
onevery corner, for Tinjan is only
the mainvillage of eight smaller
hamlets, each with a population of
ahundred orso people. But prsut
producersabound -justlookatthe
labelsif you pop into Konoba bidi
(Tinjan 17) or,just outside Tinjan
in Mlinki, Konoba naKapeli. Every
October, Tinjan hosts the two-day
International Prosciutto Fair,
inviting producers fromasfaras
Spain, with live music and family-
friendly entertainmentsetupina
large marquee.

- isap.hr

Admire the frescoes

of Zminj

Today, Zminjisamodest
Istrian town of some 3,500 people,
itsimportance overshadowed by
the administrative capital of Pazin
15kmaway. Yetitwasn’talways this
way. Frequently attacked by the
Venetians, Zminj was never ruled
from Venice for any significant
length of time. Localstook
solace and expressed gratitude
indecoratingtheirchurchesin
beautiful frescoes —muralsyou
canstill seetoday. The biblical
scenesdepicted inthe Holy Trinity
Church, such astheFlightto Egypt,
the Last Supper and the Ascension,
datebackto1471althoughweare
notsureoftheartist responsible.
Experts point to Master Bolfgang
of Carinthia, whose other works
includelikenessesofthe Virgin
Maryinthe Church ofthe Mother
of Godonanisland in Lake Bled,
Slovenia. Thoseinthe Church
of St Anthony datebackeven
further, to 1381, and have amore
Venetianinfluence. Note alsothe
graffitiin Glagolitic, the ancient
Slavlanguage once prominent
inthese parts. St Bartholomew’s
packsevery August with the mass
preceding the major communal

feast, surrounded by the frescoes
alsocreated inthe 1500s.

Bask in bucolic

Beram

Justoutside the Konoba
VelaVrata, a pretty traditional tav-
erninthehilltop hamlet of Beram
outside Pazin, aterracetable pro-
videsthe perfect view oftheundu-
lating countryside of central Istria.
True, youcanenjoy your classic
regional dish - fuZi pastatwists with
goulash, pastawith truffles,ombolo
pork—-withinthestoneinterior.In
the colder months, given theroaring
fire, thiswould be the best option.
Butdiningoutside ofaspringlunch-
timeorsummer’seveisoneofthose
unrepeatable Istrian experiences of
unspoiled scenery, quality cuisine
and finewine. Plusabarbecuegrill is
setupoutsidein highseason.
- Beram 39 (052 622 801)
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Take the train to
the smallest town
in the world

Hum likestocallitself‘The
Smallest Town in the World’,
though whetherahilltop
settlement of21 people counts
asatownisanother matter. With
orwithouttheepithet, Hum
preservesitsthousand-year
culture withinits medieval walls.
Humisalsooneofahandful of
stationsontherailway line that
runs from Lupoglavto Pula, via
Pazin. Thejourneybetween Pazin
and Humis20 minutes, and
although Hum station isafairtrek
fromthe town itself, it’sworth it for
thetranquillityboth thetrainand
hike offer. Once you reach Hum,
havealookoutforinscriptionsin
Glagolitic, the oldest known Slavic
language, created by St Cyril of
Cyrillic fame.

Sample
12 outstanding
Malvasia wine

Justoutside Pazininthe
settlement of Lovrin, the Gortan
family winery hasbeen making
top-quality, golden malvasia for
decades. The Malvasia of the Pazin
region has amore flowery texture
thanits many counterpartsaround
Istria. Startingwith only 1,500
vines, the Gortans have expanded
tonow cultivate some 50,000
vinesoveranareaof15hectares,
openingatasting room for visitors
in2016.Guestsaregivenatour
ofthevineyard and cellar. The
Gortansalso produce merlotand
cabernet sauvignonif you prefer
red towhite.

-> Lovrin (099 437 9618, vina-gortan.hr)

Stay true to
tradition
Theentirevillageunder

heritage protection, GrasSiséeis
wheretocomeifyoufancyleaving
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Beram
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the modernworld behind foraday
ortwo. Tucked insidethe stone gate
thatleadsuptothetranquil com-
munity of400 or sosouls, Konoba
MarinoservesIstrian cuisine
madeaccordingtoage-oldreci-

pes. The manesStrasoupwarmson
colderdays—GrasiSéeevenholdsa
maneStrafestival everyyear. Ravioli
filled with gameisahousespeciality,
there’s prosciuttoham, of course,
Istriansausage and goats’cheese,
andlashingsofexcellent domestic
wineofboth colours. Fruitgrappa,
perhapshoney- or mistletoe-fla-
voured, bookends your mealnicely
andifyouoverdoit, the family can
rentyou one ofthe roomsupstairs.
- Grasisée 75 (052 687 081,
konoba-marino-gracisce.hr)

Observe the Dance
of the Dead
Ofallthe churchesin

central Istria, the one with the
mostimpressive artwork stands
akilometre outside Beram, itself
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about six kilometres from Pazin.
From the outside, the Church of
Our Lady on the Rocks makes
youwonder why youmade sucha

Pazinski cukerancié

longtrekto find it, asmall temple
hidden amid the woods. Step
inside though - having phoned
ahead topickupthe key -and
the reason for your visit becomes
clear. Covering almost the entire
spaceoftheinteriorarelate
medieval frescoes sodetailed,
theytake your breath away. The
worksbylocal artist Vincent

of Kastav, dating to the 1400s,
depictscenes of Mary and Jesus
plus, mostofall, a piece called
Dance ofthe Dead in which
merchants, kingsand cardinals
areled tomeet their maker. At
some pointinthe 18th century,
these works were covered over,
onlytoberediscovered and
renovatedin1913.

- Beram 83 (091 580 6083)

Bake your
own Pazinski
cukerancic

Every Croatian region hasits own
traditional sweets and pastries.
InPazin, it’s Pazinski cukerancié,
asugary delight fashionedina
leaf-like shape, often dipped in
home-madebrandyto give each
onealittle kick. At weddings,
communions and family
celebrations, there are bound to
be plates of Pazinski cukerancié¢
onthebuffettable. Tosample
them, buy asmall bag from
authenticlocal bakery Antica, at
ulicaFranineiJurine 2B between
SvNikola Church and the Town
Hall. Alternatively, one of several
culinary workshops held at rural
lodging Ograde, about halfway
between Pazin and Zminj,
instructsvisitorsin the age-old
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Castle Belaj

art of Pazinski cukerancic-
making. As the family hereis also
adeptatdistillingits own brandy
from figs, mistletoe or even local
grass, the pastries should not
lack for rakija.

-> Ograde, Lindarski katun 60, Pazin (052

693 035, agroturizam-ograde.hr/en)

Wine and dine in
a 16th-century
castle

The noble Barbo dynasty built
BelajCastlein thelate 1500s,
halfway between Pazin and Ucka.
Butitwas when the property was
under the ownership arrival of
the Habsburgvon Auerspergs
between the mid-1600s and mid-
1800sthat Berajdeveloped asa
wine-growing estate. The clan not
only converted the stronghold
intothe courthouse for the
region, but cultivated the fertile
land around it, then delivering
the wine all the way to Vienna.
This historic vineyard, still in
operation today, comprises some
11 hectares. Here, the Podrum
Belajwinery hasbeenamodern-
dayconcernsince 1998 —italso
makes grappaand honey - while
the award-winning Dvorac
Belajwinery hasbeen catering
totheupper end of the market
since2011. Therestaurant uses
asmany Istrian specialities as
possible, such asboskarin beef,
blacktruffles and Istrian sausage.
Thediningrooms, parkand inner
courtyard are often hired out for
weddings and social events, sodo
bookwellin advance.

-> Belaj 20A, Cerovlje (052 524

315, castlebelaj.com)

See how
enerations of
strians lived

Occupyingtwo floors of Pazin
Castle, the Ethnographic Museum
ofIstriashows the realities of

rural and townlifein the region
fromaround the 19th century
onwards. More than 7,000 textiles
and objectsused in agriculture,
craftsand cuisine are on display,
with focusonspecific vocations
such aswine-growing, fishingand
pottery. Though you’ll probably no
longer seethe women of Peroj, near
FaZana, wearingthese traditional
Montenegrin costumes except
onfeastdays, whatisremarkable
ishow closeIstriaremainstothis
way of life. The price of admission
includesentrytothe Pazin City
Museum withinthe samebuilding,
with its collection of church bells
and early medieval pottery.

-> TrgIstarskog razvoda 1, Pazin

(052 622 220, emi.hr)

Watch out for
vampires
Pity poor Jure Grando.

Onenightin1672,thegood
villagers of Kringa, near Tinjan,
droveastakethrough hisbody
then continued to hound his poor
widow, inthe perhaps mistaken
beliefthatherhusband wasa
vampire. Some 350yearson, the
Vampire BarinKringa, ashort
drive west of Pazin or Zminj,
playsonthislocallegend. Blood-
coloured decor and cocktails,
spooky music and playful staffadd
totheillusion -andeveryone pulls
outallthestops for Hallowe’en.

- Kringa 32

Explore GrasiSée

Onceknown as

Gallignana, possibly
because of the Gaulswhosettled
here before even Charlemagne was
rulerinthe 700s, GrasiScée looks
little different towhen Napoleon
briefly took over 1,000 or so years
later. Each ofits many churches
centrepiece its many squares, each
integral towhat were separate
districts. St Euphemiawasbuiltin
1383 and featuresalarge crucifix
datingbackevenearlier. The
Church ofthe Mother of God atthe
Square contains frescoes dating
backtothe 1400s.Behinditare
the Gothicremains ofthe summer
residence of the bishops of nearby
Pi¢an. Duringtheyear, several
festivals attract visitors, the most
unusual being HarmonicaDay

in May, when musicians gather

toblastoutafewtunes. Wineand
maneStrasoup are also celebrated

oncertaindaysoftheyear.

20

Browse Pazin
market
Inatraditiondating

backto 1574, onthefirst Tuesday
inevery month, alongside the
recreation areanow referred
toasParknarodnogustanka,
vendorssetupstallsinthe heart
ofPazinto offer all kinds of
produce, ornaments, artefactsand
knickknacks. Originally, Pazinski
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samanjwas agriculturalin nature,
achanceforfarmerstotradeor
exchange rural tools — you may
even find afewbeingsold here.
Butmostofall, you’ll find pottery,
paintings, jewellery, decorative
homeware, old furniture

and textiles.
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The only major town on Istria’s wild east
coast, Labin is strong on culture while
Rabac provides the summer fun.

LABIN IS A LAW unto itself.
Sited on a high peak, three kilo-
metres from the sea, Labin was
christened ‘Albona’ (“Town on a
Hill’) by ancient Celts and this
ancient name is still in use. Today
it’s a town of artists and galleries.
Nearby Rabac is about summer
fun. Its steep hillside is crowded
with pretty holiday homes, com-
plemented all-in resort hotels and
access to a Blue Flag beach.

years of history

Inthe Baroque Battiala-
Lazzarini palace datingbacktothe
late 1600s, the Labin City Museum
takesyouonajourney of 2,000
years. Starting with the atrium
display of Roman tombstones and
monuments from the first to the
third centuries - note the mention
of ‘Respublica Albonessium’ on
onedatingbackto245AD -the

1 Wander around 2,000

permanent exhibition covers
the Venetian, Napoleonicand
Habsburg periods. A user-
friendly chronological overview
includesinteractive features,
areplicaofalocal coalmine

and documentation in English.
There’s particular focus onthe
miners’striker of 1921, World War
IIand the modern-day annual
cultural happening of Labin
ArtRepublic.

- Ulica 1.svibnja 6, Labin (052

852 477,hvm.mdc.hr)

Dine with a
maghificent view

Asuperb panorama of
the Kvarner Bay, all the way
outtotheisland of Cres, isnot
the only reason to visit revered
Restaurant Kvarner - butall the
same you’llwanttofind a table
onthe 60-personterrace. The
Istrian specialities here would
be worth the visit whatever
the view. Pride of place goesto
the krafi, ravioli-shaped pasta
sweetened with raisins, rum
and sugar and stuffed with four
types oflocal cheese. FuZi pasta
twists with beef - dry-aged
meatisanother speciality — and
gnocchiwithwild boarcan
alsoberecommended. Much of
the produceissourced locally,

includingthe divine olive oil
and wine. Don’t worry if you
linger longer than expected - the
management also looks after
four guestroomsin Labinand
fourinRabac.

- Setaliste San Marco, Labin (052

852 336, kvarnerlabin.com)

3 Visit a church gallery

Itwas Pula-born painter

Vinko Sainawho hitupon
theideaofrevivingthetiny
Church of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, halfwayupanincline
onasteep Labin street, by
convertingintoanartgallery.
Thatwasbackin1991. After two
years of painstaking repairand
restoration, working alongside
expertsinarchitectural heritage,
Sainawasabletoopenthe
Galerija Alvona, one of the most
prominentin eastern Istria.
Certainly, it has since hosted some
100 exhibitions by mainly, but not
exclusively, Croatian artists, as
well as collaborations from nearby
Italy and Austria. Although the
Alvonadoesnot insist on a specific
artistic direction, exhibitions have
towork around a tight space of five
by six metres, albeit one equipped
with gallerylighting.
-> G Martinuzzi 15, Labin (052
852 082, galerija-alvona.hr)

Labin & Rabac Top 20

spring, key restaurantsin these
communitiestake advantage of
the plethoraofwild asparagus that
grows naturally in the verdant
surroundings. Each prepares
special dishes, but most will offer
thelocal favourite, asparagus
omelette. Establishmentsinclude
the Konoba Stare Staze in KrSan,
the Tri Murvein Vozili¢iand the
Dorinain Plomin.

6 Discover Labin at night

Thankstoapopular

initiative, visitorsto
Labinbetween mid-Juneand
mid-September canenjoy afree
five-language sightseeingtour
ofthetown, led by alocal guide.
Medievalsecrets and legends, the
miningindustry and thelegacy of
the Labin Republicare explained
asthegroupistakenroundthe
streets, sights and Baroque palaces
ofthehistoric centre. Tours take
placeevery Tuesday in summetr,
between9.30pmand 11pm,
bookended by sampling oflocal
produceatthe Art Gastro Gallery at
the Palazzo Negri.
-> rabac-labin.com

Savour sea bass

onTito Square

Its prominent, two-storey
facadesaton Titovtrg—yes, Labin
stillhasaTitovtrg - Velo Kafe
isoneofthose placesthatisall
thingstoallmen. Three venues
fill thisItalianate building, all of
thembusy, allyearround. Onan
upper floor with aview of the main
square, acomfortable, half-trendy,
half-rustic restaurantboasts
glowingterracottawalls, plenty of
artworkand atraditional open fire
inwinter. The food istypical Istrian
with plenty of maritime options,
notleasttheseabassinasauce
of capers, olives and white wine,
and outstanding Kvarner prawns.
Thecafé anditsterrace throngin
summer while anightspot offers
rockmusictoregulars.
> Titovtrg 12, Labin (052 852
745, velokafe.com)

may admire the dense, erudite asparagus trail Cuttingacrossthebucolic
Thelesser-known smaller countryside surrounding Labin
areanumber ofhikingand cycling
trails, named after a certain
landmarkorlegend. Each hasa
specificlength, degree of difficulty
and GPScodingto helpyoualong
theway and planyourday. Atrail
could be 15kmlong, the Bellavista,

Discover the
bythe Labin City Museum. Visitors 5 Follow the great outdoors

Meet a friend of

Martin Luther

Controversial Germancleric  volumesinLatin, revolutionary at
Martin Luther, whose teachings thetime, inthe house where this settlements of Plomin, Kr$an,

divided Christianity inthe early Protestant writerand professorof ~ Vozili¢iand Potpicanlie north
1500s, had many followers.Oneof  theology grew up. This memorial of Labinand Rabac, closetothe

tip of Kvarner. Hilltop Plomin
is particularly picturesque,
overlookingachannel that cuts
intoIstria’seast coast. Every

the most notable was Labin-born collection haslongeropening
MatthiasFlaciusIllyricus, whose hoursinhighseason.
writingsare keptaspartofaunique - Giuseppina Martinuzzi 7, Labin
collectionin palatial surroundings (052852 477, flacius.org)
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Gradska galerija

say, taking between four and five Swim ,_dine an 5’ suchisthe KonobaRogocanaitself, housemeatplatterof home-made
hoursbybike —orunder4km, the St sleep in Rogocana notonlyatraditional restaurant sausage and stuffed turkey. Tables
Florentius, anice half-hourjaunt. Ashortdrive south of butacomfortable, mid-rangelodg- spreadovertheterrace,sothe

Outdoor activities are not limited Labin, Rogoc¢ana (population: 88)  ingwithanoutdoorpool. Withthe = wholediningexperiencecanbe
totheland -inaddition, there’s isasleepyIstrian hamletwhose tavern-likeeatery keepingevening enjoyed outdoorsor nearawarm-
divingatthe Girandellacentre,sea  variousaccommodation options hoursonly, thisallowsyoutoswim ingfireplaceindoorsinwinter.
kayakingthrough Four Elements, allow you to explore the verdant asthesunsetsthensettledownto - Rogogana 1 (052 852 576,

both Rabac-based, and plenty interior of south-east Istria. One afine helpingof fresh fish or the konobarogocana.com)

of nearby opportunities for SUP

andsailing.

- istria-trails.com; girandella-diving.

com; fourelements.com.hr

CE i X, where the hills meet the sea

Under akilometre from
the crowds on Maslinicabeach
and nearby campsitein Rabac, a
ghostly sight welcomes anyone
whodecidestotakearelatively
shortstroll alongthe coast. Abusy
terminal between 1925 and World
Warll, the Teleferika wasacable
carthatserved thelocal bauxite
industry. Runningthe whole nine
kilometres from the village of Cere,
wherethe quarry waslocated, the
linedelivered the goodsdirectly to
theshipswaiting herein thebay.
Todaytheruinsofthebuildings
herestill remain for the curious
visitor to explore. The view over
the waves and of Rabacbeyond is
sublime -though the cable car has

° Konoba Rogocana
longbeen out of operation.
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Relive Rasa’s
mining history
There’s nothing quite

like Rasa - certainly notin Croatia.
Aformer mining community
whose feisty strikein 1921
gaverisetotheso-called Labin
Republic, RaSawas deliberately
chosenby Il Ducetosite his
model new town in what was
thenItalian-occupied territory.
Thisclassicarchitecture ofthe
time remainsin place, while
RaSahassincerediscoveredits
industrial heritage. By using video
projections and sound effects,
the Museum of Mining at the
Arsia Centre evokes the authentic
experience of how life was for
those whoworked here. There are
eventheoriginal rail tracksand
amock-up ofthe typical modest
lodgingwhere a miner and his
family used tolive. The whole
attraction hasalsobeen adapted
toaccommodate visitors with
limited mobility.

- Trg Republike, Rasa

Admire four
decades of modern
sculpture

Just outside Labin, once part
ofthe estate of local nobles,
Dubrova Sculpture Park displays
the works created by the summer
Mediterranean Sculpture
Symposium here. Short-term
residencies were offered toselect,
mainly European, sculptors, who
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inturnleft their works as part of
thelandscape. Freetoenter, the
sculpture parkby the entranceto
Labin now contains around 100
examples carved from durable
Istrian stone. Look out for pieces
such asKing & Queen by Zvonimir
Kamenar and The Breakthrough by
Slovakartist Jozef Jankovié¢, whose
workwas exhibited atthe Tatein
Londonin2015.

Find buried .
treasure in Kranjci
Locallegend hasitthat

the first church in whatistoday
thevillage of Kranjci wasbuilt by
Greeksin Byzantine times. After
accumulating much wealth, they
were struckby aterrible drought,
hunger forcingthemtoleave. They
packed alltheirgold inasmall
chariot, which proved too heavyto
move. Part of it, thelegend contin-
ues,wasplacedinacauldronand
buried near the Church of St Floren-
tius, with asecret vow. They never
returned forthe gold, and the vow
wentwith them. Whatwe doknow
isthatthechurchthat centrepieces
thevillage datesbacktoaround 550
ADand wasbuiltinRomanesque
style.Itgained its patronsaint 700
yearslater, perhapsno coincidence
that Florentiusguards againstter-
riblestorms and low cropyields.
Thewalk from Labin toKranjciis
alongabucolictrail ofaround three
kilometres-lookoutforburied
treasureontheway.

Atellier and Gallery Vinko Saina

Take a culinary
trek toTrget
Trget, ranged around a

beautiful bay south of Labin, isone
ofthose authentic fishing villages
that havelongdisappeared from
much ofthe Mediterranean. Set
atthe mouth ofthe River Rasa, it
would attract few visitors —in fact,
ithasnolodgingtoaccommodate
any - were it not for a fabulous
little fish restaurant, Martin
Pescador. Fishing skiffs bob below
theterrace, wherethelap ofthe
water gently competes for your
attention. Thatis, until the food
arrives, the fresh crab, calamari,
spaghetti vongole, accompanied
byacrisp malvasia.Ifdining
inside, you’ll be surrounded

by maritime knickknacks, the
drinksserved fromarowing

boat. Traditional furnishings
encompassa fireplace that comes
intoitsowninwinter.

> Trget 20 (052 544 976)

Take the kids to
an aquapark
Moresoftplayin

thewaterthan high-techrides,
nevertheless the two Aqua Fun
sitesin Rabac, at Maslinicabeach
and atthe Valamar Girandella
Resortontheotherside of

the headland, provide active
entertainmentalldaylongin
summetr. Slides, towers, climbing
frames and tubesallowkidsto
balance, clamber and, best ofall,
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fall off, into clear seawater. And
thengobackand dothesamething
alloveragain.

-> aquafun-turizam.hr

Sink cocktails and
partyin Rabac
While Labin getsarty,

Rabacparties. Justinfromthe
seafront, surrounded by resort
hotels, the Movie Bariswhere
holidaymakers getdownand
fraternise. DJsspinall summer
long, cocktails are dangerously
affordable and mostoftheaction
takes place outsidearound a

large clearinginthetrees. There's
occasionally live musictoo, butjust
towarm things up. Season-closing
partiestend tobe memorable. In
high season, other party options
include the Sundance Beach Club
and, nearby, the Beat Beach Club,
both along Obala MarSala Tita.

- MarsalaTita 81, Rabac (099 508 9460,
moviebar.hr); facebook.com/Sundance.Beach.
Club; facebook.com/TheBeatBeachClubRabac

Uncover 500 years
of family history
TheBaroque Palazzo

NegriinLabin’s Old Town, once
belonged tothe noble family of the
same name who moved here from
thevicinity of Bergamo. First came
bankerand businessman Giovanni
Antonio, the Negris enjoyingthe
privileges and affection afforded
thembythelocal Venetianrulers.
The family then became involved
intimber, then agricultural
products, hunting and fishing. By
theend ofthe 16thandearly 17th
centuries, its members owned
ninetownhouses, three millsand
several smaller estates. Intime,
the palace would house ahospital,
thenanursery, thenaschool.
Todaythe palaceishometothe
Art&Gastro Gallery Negri, run
bytoplocal olive farmer William
Negriand hiswife, artist Anessa.
Hereart, local flavoursand
tradition intermingle - you can
peruse the gallery whilesampling
local cheeses and prosciuttowith
award-winning Negriolive oiland
wines, aswell asIstrian biskaand
medicagrappas. Guided tastings
areavailable by appointment.
-> GMartinuzzi 11, Labin (052 875
280,098 219 524, negri-olive.com)

Dine on divine
seafood at Lino
Nowwith tworestau-

rantson the main seafrontboule-
vardinRabac, ulicaMarSalaTita,

Linohasbased itssuccessonsimply
sublimeseafood. Linguini with
clams, spicy lobster and oven-baked
dentexwith home-style potatoes,
thisiscuisine created withloveand
experience, oneofthe foundershav-
ingspenthisformative yearsinthe
kitchens of New York. The setting,
too, is perfect, directly overlooking
thewaterfrontinthecaseofLino1at
No.59.Guestsatevening-only Lino
2atNo.11aretreated toan Adriatic
view fromthe upperdiningterrace.
- MarsalaTita 11 & 59,Rabac (Lino 1091 157
6313,Lin02091 197 7079, restaurant-lino.hr)

See aVictorian
shipwreck

BuiltataNewcastle
shipyardin 1879, the Linacameto
griefinthe Kvarner Bayontheeve
of World WarIwhenonajourney
from Cardiffto Rijeka. Even sport
divers may observe the ship, set
50 metres fromtheshore, atleast
asfarasthecaptain’s cabin. More
experienced divers can plunge

deeper, where schools of fish hide
amid the fishing netswrapped
around the mast, and see howthe
rudderiswedged intothesand.
Forcomplete beginners,
Rabacbased Girandelladiving
centrelaysontripstothe Golubiera
rocks where octopiand occasional-
ly seahorses dwell. Diving courses
forall ages and levels are also given.
- Girandella,Rabac (091 769
4015, girandella-diving.com)

Pick up some
Istrian ceramics
Foundedbythe hus-

band-and-wife team of Masimoand
DoloresJenkelin 1993, Merania
hasgrown from a modest pottery
workshopintoacottageindustry,a
RaSa-based, family-runenterprise
that produces creative lighting,
tableware and all kinds of orna-
ments, even number signs for hous-
es.Istriaprovidestheinspiration
—-notethelittlewinejugs, bukaleta,
and larger versions for pouringout

soup. Visitors may visit the main
workshop or browse the shop at
ulicaMateBalote 31 in Labin.

-> Krapan 1A,Rasa (091 544 4918, merania.hr)

BEST OF THE REST

Enjoy culture

alfresco in Rabac

The Rabac Open Air Festival
(ROAF) involves six weeks of
culture in four main categories:
street performance; street

music; cinema and theatre,

and special events. The key
hereisthealfresco aspect ofthe
whole shebang, and its random
yetinclusive nature. Street
performance could mean circus
entertainers, it could mean
peopledressed up as cartoon
characters. Films are family- and
usually English-friendly, with top
locallive acts opening and closing
the festival. Asthe curtain comes
down, the stage movestothe

"'.? / Rabac carnival

Labin & Rabac

lighthouse by the Hotel Valamar
SanfiorinRabac.
- rabacopenair.com/en

Dine well in Rabac
year-round
Rabacisalwaysatitsbusiestinsum-
mer, itsbeaches, restaurantsand
discosbuzzingthroughthehigh
season. But nowthisseasideresort
isslowly comingtolife in wintertoo,
withvenuessuchasthefamily-run
Nostromo staying open to offer com-
fortablelodgingand classic Croatian
cuisine, ofteninthe formofattrac-
tive half-board deals. Forthosejust
comingheretodine, you’'ll be tuck-
ingintolIstrian favourites-squid,
sardines, porkloin-afewsteps
away fromthe Rabacseafront.

-> Obala Mar3alaTita 7, Rabac (052

872 601, www.nostromo.hr)

BEACHES

Rabac is lined with beaches - it’s
its raison d’étre. It’s also lined
with hotels, so privacy will be at a
premium, but if you’re here with
the family or after seaside fun,
you’ve come to the right place.
Alongside the tourist complex
ofthe same name, Girandella
beach can offer water skiing,
divingand all kinds of things to
inflate and ride on the waves.
Kept pristine, with Blue Flag
status, thebeach alsohasall the
regular facilities of bars, shops
and loungerstorent. It’'s mainly
pebbles, with areas of rockand
smooth concrete. Tooneside,
thedogbeachisnotonly where
you can take your canines,
but also hire kayaks and SUP
paddleboards. Further overisthe
naturistsection.
Headingbacktowardstown,
LanternacombinesaBlueFlag
pebblebeach for familieswith a
natural headland for strong swim-
mers, the water here exceptionally
clean. Alifeguardisonhand,and a
buoysand aropeindicate how far
outyoucango.Beachbarshereare
alittlelivelier thanthe norm -the
Movie Bar dispense cocktails until
way past midnightin high season.
Ontheother side of the bay,
Maslinica, surrounded by holi-
day apartments and campsites,
also gearsits amenities towards
families, with inflatable slides
for kids and various things
to peddle. Its pebble shoreis
cleaned every day, ensuring its
Blue Flagstatus.
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The great outdoors

Around the historic cobbled streets of Labin and along the
seafront at Rabac, events and festivals bring summer to

life from June to September.

STARTING WITH the waterfront Istrian
Lifestyle gastronomic and artisanal showcase
in mid June, the calendar is packed with
things to do — and all of them outdoors.
Alsoinmid June, Rabac Open Air Festival
startsup, eleven weeks of street music,
theatre, cinema, special events and open-air
performances, most of them English-friendly.
Aspartofthesameevent, visitors can take
advantage of the free walks around Labin
every Tuesday evening in summer, an English-
speaking guide pointingout the historic sights

Time Out Istria 2019

aspartofeach 90-minutetour.

Labin Art Republic also allows you to explore
this fascinating town, by meeting artists
and gallery owners, and takingin all kinds of
performances over July and August. The three-
day Labin Jazz Festival, with free live music,
formspartofthiswhole event.

July’s Shpeena Dox at Spinain Labin Old
Town brings the cultural offerings bangup
todatewith screenings of contemporary
documentaries focusingon modern-day

situations. Again, some will be English-friendly.
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Istrian Lifestyle

Under the sub-heading ‘Hand-
made and Gourmet Fair’, Istrian
Lifestyleisashowcase forlocal
wineries Juri¢i¢ and Romeo Licul,
olive-oil manufacturers Negriand
Perin, Blagevicagoats’cheese,
trufflesand Faragunalavender
makers, to offer their waresevery
Friday evening through the sum-
mer onthe Rabac waterfront. Other
artisanal goodsinclude authentic
prosciutto, yoghurt, jams, figs

and cosmetics. Evenifyou'rejust
browsing, it’sa pleasant way totake
intheseaairand sampleaslice of
ham orchunkofcheese.

-> Mid June-Mid Sept. rabac-labin.com/en

Rabac OpenAir Festival
ROAFinvolveseleven weeks
ofentertainment in four main
categories: street performance;
street musicalongthe promenade;
cinemaand theatre, and special
events. The key hereisthe alfresco
aspectofthewholeshebang,and
itsrandomyetinclusive nature.
Street performance could mean
circusentertainers, itcould mean
peopledressed up ascartoon char-
acters. Filmsare family-and usu-
ally English-friendly, with toplocal
liveactsopeningand closingthe
festival. Atthe Sundance Tribute
Festivalyou’ll be ableto see some
top tribute bands playing the music
of popularactssuch asJoe Cocker,
The Beatles, Amy Winehouse,
Coldplay, ABBA, Zucchero, Queen
and Rolling Stones

-> Mid June-late Aug. rabacopenair.com/en

Tuesday NightTours

Alsopart ofthe open-air festival
atneighbouring Rabac, visitorsto
Labin between mid-June and mid-
September can enjoy a free five-
language sightseeingtour ofthe

Advertorial

town, led by alocal guide. Medieval
secretsand legends, the mining
industry and the famous Labin
republic are explained as the group
istakenround the streets, sights
and Baroque palaces of the historic
centre. Tourstake place every
Tuesday in summer, between
9.30pmand 11pm.

- Mid June-Mid-September.
rabacopenair.com/en

LabinArt Republic
Everysummer, the cobbled streets
and traditional stone buildings

of Labin are awash with culture.
TheLabin ArtRepublic festival, its
name echoing proud urban history,
involves exhibitions, concerts,
theatre showsand all kinds of per-
formancesingalleries, churches,
cultural venues and pretty much
any kind of publicspace suitable.
There’safixed agendabut other-
wise everything’s pretty open —for
mostdaysinJuly and August, visi-
torscanwander into an atelier, chat
totheartistin question and catch
anactofsomekind intheevening.
-> July-Aug. labin-art-republika.com
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Labin Jazz Festival
Conveniently dovetailingwith the
two-month Labin Art Republic, the
LabinJazz Festivalisathree-day
event, taking place on consecutive
eveningsinthetown’s historic
centre. At9.30pmor 11pmorboth,
mainly Istrian exponents of the
genretaketothestagetogivea

free open-airshowtoanaudience
enjoyingthe relaxed balmy
summer vibe.

-> Early July. labin-art-republika.com

Shpeena Dox
ForthreeeveningsinJuly,ata
focal pointin Labin Old Town
known as Spina (hence ‘Shpeena
Dox’), aseriesof documentaries
arescreenedinalfresco
surroundings. Curated by asmall
team of Croatian professionalsin
thefield, works of varying lengths
focuson modern-day problems
and situations, captured and
presented by young filmmakers.
Some of the films will be in English
orsubtitled.

-> 3rd week of July. shpeenadox.
com/index_eng.html

2019 Time Out Istria
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com) haveroutestoand from
Venice which serve Pula, Porec,

GETTINGTHERE
Rovinjand Rabac. Bookingsare
AN D ARO U N D nowtakenonline.

Jadrolinija (+385 51 666 111,

By plane www.jadrolinija.hr) is Croatia’s
Istria’sonlyairportisatPula(+385  nationalferryoutfitand links
52 530105, airport-pula.hr/en). Istriatothe Croatian coastvia

Eightkilometres (five miles)north- theirbaseat nearbyRijeka.In
east ofthe city of Pula, the airport season, a frequent service connects

isnotserved by public transport Brestova, just north of Labin with

—ataxi(+385 52 223 228)costs Cres. Foot-passenger fares are

around 150kn. Flight-time from laughably cheap: Brestova-Cresis

the UK islessthanthree hours. 17kn. Takingan average-sized car

National carrier Croatia Airlines would cost 113kn —but obviously,

flies from London Gatwick. other pricesvary.

Inseason, Ryanair flies from

London Stansted; Thomsonfly By rail

flies from Birmingham, Gatwick Detailson connectionscan

and Manchester. be found atwww.db.de or
Otherswithineasyreachare www.hznet.hr.

atthe Croatian capital Zagreb InIstria, hubstationsare at Pazin
(zagreb-airport.hr), Slovenecapital (Starehkostanji1, +385 52 624
Ljubljana (lju-airport.si),and, in 310); Pula (Kolodvorska 7, +385
Italy, Trieste (aeroporto.fvg.ityjand 52 541 733); and, nearby, in Rijeka
Venice (veniceairport.it). Busand  (TrgkraljaTomislaval,+385 51
rail transport islimited between 213 333).

theItalian hubsand Istria.

By bus
By boat Istriais connected on
VeneziaLines (+385 52 422 896, internationallinesand all other
+39 041 242 2646, venezialines. Croatian cities with stations

at: Pula(trg 1.istarske brigade
1,+38552 500 012, +385 60

304 090); Rovinj (trgnalokvi 6,
+385 52 811 453); Porec (Karla
Huguesa2,+385 52 432 153);
Novigrad (Murve 15,+385 52 757
660); Umag (JoakimaRakovcall,
+385 60 381 381); Labin-Rabac
(Trg2.0Zujka, +385 52855 220);
and Pazin (Miroslava BuleSica 2,
+385 52 624 437).

The main Croatian buscompany
is Autotrans (autotrans.hr);
Pulapromet (pulapromet.hr)is
based atPula.

Accident & emergency

Take out medicalinsurance when
travellingto Croatia. The country’s
reciprocal agreementwith the
UKaspartofthe European Union
coversonly emergency treatment,
and sometimes only 80% ofthe
total costof care. The standard of
carein Croatiaisgood. Yourbest
betistogotothelocal hospital
oremergency unit whereaduty
doctorcan havealookat you. Take
your European Health Insurance
Card with youand your passport.
Inthebiggertowns, these centres
should beabletohelpyou:

ONCE N A L{FET$ME/ EY

POREC - UMAG

_istracamping.com
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Porec¢ Health Centre, Maura
Gioseffia2 (+385 52451 611).
PulaHospital, Zagrebacka 30
(+385 52 376 500, obpula.hr).
RovinjAmbulance Emergency
Ward Istarska (+385 52 813 004).

Drugs

Penalties for use, possession and
traffickingof drugs are severe.
Offenders can expectjail sentences
and/orlarge fines.

Electricity

Croatiausesa220V, 50Hz voltage
and two-pin plugs. Visitors from
the UK require an adaptor.

Insurance

Travellersshould take out
comprehensive travel insurance,
especiallyifyou are goingto
indulgeinanyrisky sports—
climbing, skiing, mountain
biking - althoughbesureto
checkthesmall print firsttosee
ifsuch activities are covered by
your policy.

Money
The Croatian kuna (kn) isdivided
into100lipa. Coinsareissuedin

MULTILINGUA

FREVODITELISKA AGENCIIA

Prevoditeljska agencija
Multilingua

Translation agency Multilingua

STRUCNO professional POUZDANOC reliable POVOLINO affordable

Trazite prevoditelja ili sudskog tumaca?
Obratite nam se s povjerenjem:

Looking for a professional translator or interpreter?
Get in touch at:

B info@multilingua.hr R, +385 (0)95 7503 095
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denominatiomreofl, 2,5, 10, 30
and S0lipaand 1.2 and Skn. Hotes
comie In dencminations of 10, 20,
S0, 100, 300, S00and 1 000k,

Euros areaccepted in the posh-
erhotels and somse restaurants
but the currency In everyday usa
15 the kuna.

Ninenlnog Hme s

A B R A

Publlc sectorofflces and most
b Inesses usually work from Ram
tod pm Monday to Friday, Fost
oilces e open rom 7am to 7pim,
and generally cdlose at weskends.
Shopsopen from Bam to Spm
weekdays anduntil 2 or 2pmon
E.TUIH.E:&E]IJ E'I.'I]III:I].!I'MI:I].!H’.B‘E
open longer.

Pharmacles

Pharmacles are usually open from
Barn to Tpmwe ekdsays, andurtil
2pm on Saturdays. In arger towns
Some are opsen24hs. Prescriptions
mied b bee padid for.

Tieies Dut I¥tsla 2015

Telephones

The website wwe.creailahrisalso

The diallingoode for Croatia s reasonahly comprehensive.
+385. Croatlan townand clty codes Cmatlan Matlonal TowrstOfo:
huve 8 Zeroin front ofthem that (LK) The Lanchesters, 162-164
mustlefioffwhen makingphone Fualham Palace Road, London Weé
callsfrom oversaas. SER.

When calling oversess [Tom Croatlan MNatlonal Towrstoo:
Croatla, the prefx0ois the {LI5A & Canada) POBox 2651, NY
Inta rnational acseasoods. 10118 New Yorik.

Visas
Tourlst Information Wisltors from the Europsean Unlon,
Allcltles, iwns and evens Canada, TSA, sustralia and New
mumber of villages have torst Zealand donot need a visa I they
Information affices aresEyingin Croarls forlass

Anincredibleamountof than 90 dsye. Forlonger stays,
Informathon can be found ak WouL hiave Lo ConERCTIT Nearest
Istmhrfenfinformation/planning-  Croatianembessy.
your-travelfuseiul-Information)

Important-phons-nunbees Webslies

There 8 Aunlque CONACIoENET  WwwLCcroats hnorcial st
for the wholeolTsiria: webslta— good hote] darabase.

Halo st Infomation &

Beservation Center(+ 38552 88 00 www.tlmeout.comCroatia

B8, Etraucom) Regulary updated travel guldes

amall infogrlstra.com onleading Croatian destinations.
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Hallod {Eamniliar) osd
Good morningdetrefutre

Good eveningdobra valer
Gond night ik moc
Plessamalim

Great/OK dobro
Thank you very muach)
Fevalailijepo)

I don T knowr Kezman
Doyouspeak English? Govorite

N ergleskip

Sarry, Idon‘tspeak Croatlan
OPFOELite, Re o ot R raaiaid
IdonTundersiand Nerazam jem
What's your names (fam,/pol) Kako
Senov e novete?

My name 5. Zovem 5e. .

ExciEe mefsorry Op rstite
Where ane o from? | famy pol)
Ok fesisie?

Whent kadaf

How much s 107 Koliko boeffaf
Lammpaliin

Smallmale

Muorewviie

Lessmanje
Expemsiveskipo

Cheapfefting
Hot(fod, drink) topk
Cold hkadno

With fwithout a1,/bex
OIpen chArena

Chosad aqivoreno
CanTbonk s room? Mogw i
FEETVIrmt SobuF

Where lsEGdjeje...F
Where to? Kamoé

Here owdje
Thers famo

Left ijevo
Rightdesno

Stralghton rmme
Backwards Ratrag

A TS D0, JSedni KOt o .
Single mjedv oo proaci

Diatnrn werora faw ivardy

AR L L RS AL N ki M

Whendoes the nextbus)/

farry tralnlasve for...E Knda poin={
sifecdect autobustrajelt ik, P
ArTival pokazak
Departure ol azak

SEton Eeadeor
AlTportaratng kika

Port haks; farmy terminal
EreTek it Tk

Emergency numbers
Inalocal emergency, call 192 for
the police, 193 farthe e brigade
and 194 foran ambulanceand
ask foranEnglishspeaker.

WWw.myporec.com

L ]
{ A IS
Full of life

Pore¢ tourist board




CENERAL SPONSOR WWW.MOTOVUNFILMFESTIVAL.COM

MOTOVUN

FILM FESTIVAL
23.-27.07.2019.
B> THE HAPPIEST OF
NOVIGRAD MOTOVUN CROATIAN FESTIVALS IS
o JUST A SHORT DRIVE AWAY
OPEN-AIR SCREENINGS
N INAMEDIEVALTOWN | .°
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FILMS FROMALL OVER THE -
WORLD, CONGERTS EVERY.NIGHT <





