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Lewis Hamilton played the percentage game in 
qualifying yesterday, slotting into a comfortable  
fourth place, but it was Felipe Massa’s stunning pole 
lap that sent the home crowd crazy. The championship 
is perfectly poised now. Meanwhile, away from the  
title battle, who is fighting fit and who has fought  
for a better deal? Turn the page to find out…



Finnish TV summariser 
Jyrki Järvilehto reflects  

on Kimi’s quiet year
A podium today will be worth even more 
than usual to the recipient, and not just 
because there’s a championship at stake. 
The trophies have been designed by 
Oscar Niemeyer, one of the most stylish 
and successful architects of the last 
century. The Brazilian’s work has always 
been characterised by its stirring curves, 
which is echoed in his F1 trophies. The 
prizes, inspired by his masterpiece, the 
Alvorada Presidential Palace, are 100 per 
cent renewable polymer, and are made 
with environmentally friendly sugar  
cane ethanol. “Architecture follows  
the path of a work of art, and what 
characterises art is emotion, surprise,” 
says the architect, who is 100 years old. 
There’s sure to be emotion, and maybe  
a few surprises, on the podium today.

It’s rather lucky there’s a Red Bulletin at 
all this morning, as we were nearly three 
staff members down. Leaving the circuit 
at 8pm on Friday night, our art editor 
Phil Slade, chief sub-editor Nancy James 
and sub-editor Alex Hazle had only 
driven a couple of hundred metres down 
the road when they stopped at some 
traffic lights and were suddenly 
surrounded by gun-toting bandits. 
“There were at least five of them,” said 
Nancy, “and all three of us had guns 
pointed at us. They tried to smash the 
windows, but they wouldn’t break, and 
they ran away when the lights went 
green.” Their car was blocked in by traffic 
so they couldn’t move, but fortunately 
the doors were locked. Three police cars 
were parked 100m away, unaware of the 
trouble. In light of the incident, the advice 
from the FOM is that people cover up 
team uniforms, while the police suggest 
that you should not fight assailants and 
should give the robbers what they want. 
So, be very careful when you leave the 
circuit tonight, and try to get away in 
daylight if you can.
 

Felipe Massa’s father, Luiz Antonio, was 
admitted to hospital this week to have 
some kidney stones removed. Massa 
senior was desperate to get the operation 
out of the way so that he could fully 
enjoy this weekend. “He checked in 
earlier this week, but he’s here now and 
he’s fully fit,” Felipe’s wife, Rafaela, told 
the Bulletin. TV Globo reporter Mariana 
Becker tells us: “Apparently he told 
nurses if he wasn’t given an all-clear and 
released in time for qualifying, he’d be 
going out the hospital window.”
 

Reaching your 100th grand prix might 
not be a record – some veterans have 
500-plus – but getting to your 100th 
when you’re only 25 is quite an 
achievement. Force India mechanic 
Chris King has been with the team for a 
decade, since he was at school and spent 

all his holidays working there. In fact, his 
mum, brother and father have all worked 
for the team that started out as Jordan. 
So, Chris’ mum called team manager 
Andy Stevenson to let him know that 
they should be celebrating. Not only did 
he get the beers in, but Andy got every 
F1 driver to sign a race programme for 
the biggest fan inside the sport. “He’s  
a bit of a ‘bobble hat’, you see,” said Andy.

There’s a joke doing the rounds in the 
media centre that F1’s photographers are 
financing Bruno Senna’s forthcoming 
Honda test. That might be a bit wide of 
the mark, but Senna’s sponsor Embratel 
is supplying internet lines to the press at 
rather expensive rates. Slow wi-fi lines 
were costing US$265 for the weekend, 
until the powers that be stepped in and had 
the rate halved. However, photographers, 
who require a quicker dedicated line, still 
have to pay a huge US$600 over four 
days – just to check Facebook. Oh yeah, 
and promote the Brazilian Grand Prix.

Former Jordan and Midland F1 driver 
Tiago Monteiro is rumoured to be in 
negotiations to buy GP2 team BCN. The 
team has confirmed that is it “discussing 
a commercial operation which will be 
decided before the end of November”.  

Lewis Hamilton is considering a musical 
career. With ‘Jacques’ and ‘Villeneuve’ ringing 
in our ears, here are six other unlikely singers.  

10.00 – 10.30       Formula BMW race two
10.50 – 11.20       Trofeo Maserati race
11.40 – 12:15       Porsche Cup race
12.35 – 13.15       VIP charity drive
13.25                        End-of-season F1  
               drivers’ photo
13.30                        F1 drivers’ parade
15.00                        Brazilian Grand Prix

It has also been reported that Tiago, who 
now races for SEAT in the WTCC, may 
be looking to move the BCN team to  
a base at the new Algarve circuit.
 

To celebrate the end of the 2008 season, 
‘jewellery design powerhouse’ Wade 
Royd-Taylor has created a one-off Red 
Bulletin ring in solid silver worth over 
£1,000. To be in with a chance of winning 
it, just answer this simple question: How 
many circuits on this year’s calendar 
feature the word ‘ring’ in their name (as 
in Nürburgring)? Is it (a) One, (b) Two, 
or (c) Three? Send your answer with 
your name, address and daytime phone 
number to web@redbulletinf1.com. The 
draw will be made on November 5, and 
the winner announced online.
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ongratulate yourself, because if you’re 
reading this it means you’ve survived 
another F1 season. Let’s face it, it’s not 

the work that’s tiring, its surviving the hours  
in between leaving the track in the evening  
and coming back in the morning, as it seems  
to be written into the F1 cahier-de-charge that 
excessive eating, drinking and smoking must  
be the basis of all nights out. 

If you don’t believe me, transpose your race 
weekend behaviour to a normal night at home 
with your partner and see how it sounds. “Hello 
darling, I’m just having two big glasses of wine 
before leaving the office. Hello darling, I’m 
home, so let’s have two large vodka Red Bulls. 
Oh look, it’s already 10 o’clock. Let’s eat a three-
course dinner and have a bottle and a half of 
wine each. Mmmm, I enjoyed that two-hour 
meal so much, I think I’ll end it with a large 
brandy or maybe a carafe of limoncello. Oh dear, 
I appear to have smoked all 20 of my cigarettes. 
I’ll just pop out and buy some more. 
While I’m gone, please go into the 
lounge, turn the lights out, turn 
the volume on the sound 
system up to 11, turn the 
heating up to 35ºC, and 
then we can jump up and 
down shouting at one 
another while drinking  
four more vodkas. 

“I think that’s about it, 
darling. Oh wait, I forgot to 
burst into tears, fall down  
and break one of my stiletto 
heels while tearing my dress. 
Gosh, it’s 3.30am, so let’s  
go and lie on the bed with 
our clothes on. 

“But wait, I forgot the 
usual evening finale. Run 

out into the middle of a busy road and steal  
a traffic cone with a flashing light on top, making 
sure you leave your wallet and passport in the 
gutter. I’ll make sure I leave all my make-up on 
so I look like an extra from a horror movie in the 
morning, then that means we get two hours’ sleep 
before getting up and driving to the office for 
another day’s work.” Madness, sheer madness. 

Years ago, I used to write for a Benetton F1 
magazine, and I upset the mayor of São Paulo, 
who urged his citizens to boycott Benetton 
stores because I’d dared to suggest this could be 
a dangerous city. At the risk of getting Red Bull 
banned, I’m going to repeat myself after some  
of our Red Bulletin boys and girls got held up  
at gunpoint leaving the track on Friday night. 
‘Motor racing is dangerous’ used to be written 
on entrance tickets to races, but that shouldn’t 
include weapons being pointed at your head.

That’s about it from me for another year. Just 
tonight’s party to live through and then I’m off 
on a beach holiday with the boyfriend. This one’s 
a bit of an intellectual type, and he wanted to 

take me to some Greek archaeological sites. 
I’m a fair bit older than him, so maybe he 
thought I’d have first-hand knowledge of 
such places. In the end, I forced him into the 

beach option on the basis that all we’ve 
learned from archaeology is that previous 
civilisations consisted of skeletons living 

underground, eating off broken crockery. 
A final word of warning to any 

young F1 lads considering a Sunday 
night of passion with one of the too-
pretty-for-their-own-good local 
girls: it’s a little-known fact that the 
world’s first sex manual, the Kama 
Sutra, was actually written by a 
Brazilian, and the long forgotten 
subtitle to the book is Ouch!  

You’re Standing On My Hair.

Goodbye São Paulo, hello normality
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It’s the end of the 
2008 season, and to 
celebrate, here’s our 

final selection of 
strange paddock 

behaviour.
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Nelson Piquet began proceedings in front 
of his home crowd. His time of 1:13.208 was 
eight-tenths slower than his best morning 
run and, predicatably, didn’t stay at the  
top of the timesheets for very long with 
Toyota’s Timo Glock and both Hondas 
immediately superceding it. Felipe Massa’s 
first appearance was greeted with an 
enormous cheer – Interlagos is the one track 
that sounds more like a football ground – 
but he could only manage third. The circuit 
was slippery; Glock swapped ends at the 
Senna S and Nico Rosberg had a few 
twitches too. With five minutes remaining 
he joined David Coulthard, Sébastien 
Bourdais and the Force Indias in the drop 
zone. DC immediately managed to pull 
himself clear, going 12th, Bourdais set 10th. 
Inconsequential though it was, another 
huge cheer greeted Massa going quickest, 
while the real action was at the other end. 
Force India locked out the bottom row,  
and were joined by both Williams and 
Jenson Button, who also had to contend 
with his Honda stopping on his in-lap. 

Felipe keeps his hopes alive 
with pole position

Toyotas in line astern made the early 
running in Q2, Jarno Trulli this time  
taking the lead with a time of 1:12.107. 
Kimi Räikkönen went faster, posting the 
first sub-1:12 time of the weekend. Massa 
went quicker, Lewis Hamilton quickest, 
and Glock slotted in just behind them: the 
Toyotas look very competitive indeed  
this weekend. With 10 minutes gone and 
five remaining Robert Kubica was an 
improbable 11th, followed by Mark 
Webber, Coulthard, Rubens Barrichello 
and Nick Heidfeld. Heidfeld improved  
to sixth and Heikki Kovalainen briefly 
held top spot, but with only a tiny margin 
between pole and elimination, everyone 
came out for a precautionary run, the  
only exception being Massa, who was 
playing it very cool. Räikkönen managed 
fifth, Sebastian Vettel went second and 
Bourdais eighth, making it a very good  
day for Toro Rosso. Not so good for sister 
team Red Bull Racing, with Webber only 
managing 12th and Coulthard in his final 
tilt 14th. Joining them in elimination was 
an unlucky Piquet, a surprising Kubica  
and Interlagos native Barrichello, 
resplendent in the colours of the retiring 
Ingo Hoffmann. There were less than  
four-tenths between first and 11th.
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Red Bulletin Awards 2008
DRIVER OF 
THE YEAR
Robert Kubica

Red Bulletin Awards 2008

BEST DRESSED
Raquel del Rosario

PADDOCK TREND 
OF THE YEAR
Bourdais’ Glasses

WORST AIRPORT
Melbourne

WORST AIRLINE
British Airways 
& Lufthansa



TOP ROOKIE
Singapore

WORST RACE
Europe

BEST RACE
Monza

Red Bulletin Awards 2008
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OVERTAKING MOVE 
OF THE YEAR
Lewis v Kimi at Spa

MARKETING 
SPONSORSHIP
Phil Kennard 
(Williams)

MOTORHOMER 
OF THE YEAR
Bianca Schnell 
(Red Bull)

TRUCKIE OF 
THE YEAR
Riccardo Neri (Toyota)

CHEF OF THE YEAR
Dave Freeman 
(Honda)

PR OF THE YEAR
Fabiana Valenti 
(Scuderia Toro Rosso)

JOURNALIST 
OF THE YEAR
Brad Spurgeon 
(Int’l Herald Tribune)

Phil Kennard

Dave Freeman

Riccardo Neri

Brad Spurgeon

Bianca Schnell

Fabiana Valenti



BE A WINNER
Build your own Trophy!

Red Bulletin Awards 2008
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BEST PITCREW
Toyota

COMEBACK OF  
THE YEAR 
Renault

FAREWELL OF 
THE YEAR 
Super Aguri

UNSUNG HERO 
Rubens Barrichello



PHOTOGRAPHER  
OF THE YEAR
Vladimir Rys

Red Bulletin Awards 2008



TEAM OF THE YEAR 
Toro Rosso

RACE PERFORMANCE 
OF THE YEAR 
Vettel in Monza

Red Bulletin Awards 2008

TEAM PRINCIPAL 
OF THE YEAR 
Franz Tost



BEST DRESSED 
Raquel del Rosario

PADDOCK TREND 
OF THE YEAR 
Bourdais’ glasses

WORST AIRPORT
Melbourne

WORST AIRLINE 
British Airways/
Lufthansa

DRIVER OF 
THE YEAR 
Robert Kubica

BEST RACE 
Monza

WORST RACE 
Valencia

TOP ROOKIE 
Singapore

COMEBACK OF 
THE YEAR 
Renault

FAREWELL OF 
THE YEAR 
Super Aguri

UNSUNG HERO 
Rubens Barrichello

BEST PITCREW 
Toyota

PHOTOGRAPHER 
OF THE YEAR 
Vladimir Rys, 
Getty Images

RACE PERFORMANCE 
OF THE YEAR 
Vettel in Monza

TEAM OF THE YEAR 
Scuderia Toro Rosso 

TEAM PRINCIPAL 
OF THE YEAR
Franz Tost

OVERTAKING MOVE 
OF THE YEAR 
Lewis Hamilton v Kimi 
Räikkönen at Spa

PR OF THE YEAR 
Fabiana Valenti, 
Scuderia Toro Rosso

CHEF OF THE YEAR
Dave Freeman, 
Honda

TRUCKIE OF  
THE YEAR
Riccardo Neri, Toyota

MOTORHOMER  
OF THE YEAR
Bianca Schnell, 
Red Bull

MARKETING/
SPONSORSHIP
Phil Kennard, Williams

JOURNALIST OF 
THE YEAR 
Brad Spurgeon,  
Int’l Herald Tribune

2OO8
THE

RESULTS As the final qualifying session of the 
Formula One season got underway, the 
chase which began in the late Australian 
summer is still undecided in the early 
Brazilian spring. Glock and Vettel, both 
finishing their first full F1 season on 
a high note, led the way in Q3. Glock’s 
1:14.311 was 2.3s slower than his 
previous time. It hinted that Timo may 
well run his often-used one-stop race 
strategy. Vettel going over a second 
quicker seemed to back this up. Massa’s 
time was in a different league. To the 
approval of his home crowd, he set 
a lightning 1:12.453, only sixth-tenths 
off his Q2 best. Massa, it seemed, was 
running light, though his engineers avow 
the Brazilian’s pace had everything to 
do with talent, and nothing to do with 
weight. Hamilton, close behind, had 
a twitchy lap and didn’t get near. 
Massa came out again, improving on his 
second run. Hamilton followed: this time 
there were no slides, but he couldn’t get 
nearer than half a second behind his 
championship rival. At the time, it took 
provisional second place, setting up an 
intriguing front row for this afternoon’s 
race, then Räikkönen, having had a 
comparatively quiet weekend, popped 
up to snatch second. That looked like an 
all-Ferrari front row, but there was yet 
another twist to come. Jarno Trulli, 
running a fever but red-hot out on track 
all weekend, hammered across the line 
to grab his first front-row start in over 
three years. It consigns Hamilton to 
fourth; one place ahead of team-mate 
Heikki Kovalainen and directly in front 
of Fernando Alonso. Row four is an all-
German affair with Vettel seventh and 
Heidfeld eighth; Bourdais and Glock 
completed the top 10. For Massa, it’s 
the best he could have hoped for; for 
Hamilton, that first lap through the 
Senna S will be nerve-jangling. For the 
neutral, the scene is perfectly set. 
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Technique: Be a genius.

Technique: Become a real Iceman. 

Technique: If at first you don’t succeed, cheat.

Technique: If at first you don’t succeed, try again.

Technique: Nurture your inner Midichlorians

Technique: Be born in a country that  
borders Sweden, Norway and Russia.

Technique: Stay faithful, because you never  
know when your partner will be home.

It’s down to the wire and the pressure is on for Lewis and Felipe.  
But what’s the secret to keeping calm when you really need to?
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AUGUST 23, 2009

AUGUST 30, 2009

SEPTEMBER 13, 2009

SEPTEMBER 27, 2009

OCTOBER 11, 2009

OCTOBER 18, 2009

 
NOVEMBER 1, 2009

 
NOVEMBER 15, 2009

MARCH 29, 2009

APRIL 5, 2009

APRIL 19, 2009

MAY 10, 2009

MAY 24, 2009

JUNE 7, 2009

JUNE 21, 2009 

JULY 12, 2009

JULY 26, 2009
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It would be fascinating to sit 
down with the greatest mind 
since Einstein, and find out 
from him what this is all about.

He’s the most charismatic person 
I’ve ever met and has so many 
stories to tell. I’ve heard them 
all before, but I’d love to listen to 
them again. He’ll have everyone 
enthralled, and as the evening 
goes on he’ll get better and better.

Need I say more?

The best President the United 
States has never had. Jed Bartlet 
is the fictional commander-in-
chief in TV’s The West Wing, 
played by Martin Sheen. He is 
wise, charismatic, intelligent, 
strong, and concerned about 
everything we’ve been 
unconcerned about for far too 
long. People actually wanted 
Sheen to go in for the nomination 

this year, and I think he’d be 
brilliant. But I’d want him to 
come to dinner in character.

I’ll serve him something 
pharmalogically interesting so 
he can pick up a guitar after the 
meal and handle it properly.

He’s a three-star chef, but before 
that he was in the French special 
forces and fought in Lebanon. 
I’ve never met him, but I’ve seen 

him on TV and he just seems the 
most unbelievably cool guy with 
an incredible life philosophy. He’s 
one of the people I’d most like to 
meet on the planet right now.

Despite inviting along a cordon-
bleu chef, what I really want is 
good old New York steakhouse 
food. We’ll start with a big salad 
with blue cheese and a vinaigrette 
dressing, followed by a huge filet 
mignon, and panna cotta for 
dessert. Cigars to finish, of course.

Learned, charismatic, inspirational, tough – and then there are the guests…

It’s an epic time 
for the XING 
marketing 
head and 
partner 
of Mike 
Gascoyne.
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Who are these four faces, and where and when did 
they make their F1 debuts? 
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