
Comparative Analysis Essay - Western Art: Ancient-Medieval 

Subject Matter and Style in the Medieval and 
Byzantine world. word count: 1000 words or more. 

please make sure to include images! 

Choose two works of art to write a comparative essay on style in Medieval and 
Byzantine art.  They must be from two different geographical areas. Include the 
following identifying information (if available): title, artist, date artwork was created, 
medium, and culture/period. 

Describe, compare and analyze each artwork using at least 3 of the most relevant 
elements of art and principles of design terms. Take into consideration the artwork’s 
style based on the readings and utilize relevant vocabulary we have learned. Make sure 
to write a comparative analysis, not just a description with a short comparison at the 
end.  

The common theme here for this essay will be style. (review the earlier discussion 
posting on "Style in Art History" ; another good resource is 
here: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Style_(visual_arts) this assignment you must chose 
TWO (2)  works of art to compare; the works must be different in subject matter and 
media (form or material  in other words, for example: sculpture, mosaic, icon painting 
etc.  are all different kinds of media) You may also choose architecture (instead of 
"subject matter" find two different functions) They must be similar in style Choose one 
common stylistic feature that is shared by the Medieval and the Byzantine artworks you 
chose.  Make sure you have good and clear thesis statement.  

The thesis statement is the sentence that states the main idea of a writing 
assignment and helps control the ideas within the paper. It is not merely a topic. 
It reflects an opinion or judgment that a writer has made after reading and 
research. 

What are the common stylistic features of art in Medieval and Byzantine Europe? How 
does they differ from one another, how are they similar and how do they differ from the 
classical world? At minimum, your essay should be approximately 1000 words.  Please 
note: Microsoft Word document and PDF are the only acceptable file formats for 
uploaded written work. PDF is the simplest and I recommend it.  If you submit 
anything in a file that I cannot open, you will not receive a grade and there will be 
no makeups or re-submission after the deadline. 

Your assigned readings are here: http://smarthistory.org/introduction-to-the-middle-
ages/ 

Description and Analysis of Artworks different in subject matter and media but 
similar in style: 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Style_(visual_arts)
http://smarthistory.org/introduction-to-the-middle-ages/
http://smarthistory.org/introduction-to-the-middle-ages/


Once you briefly describe the work, integrate your visual analysis into the larger theme 
of context through comparing and contrasting the three-art works.  You only need 
use the textbook and lecture reading, address how the subject and style of each artwork 
reflect the historical and cultural context of the period. (Please do not google the works 
you chose and simply copy the information you find; you will receive no points for that. 
You can use additional research but it must be an appropriate scholarly source, if 
online, it must be from a website ending in. Edu or .org.)  Think about the culture in 
which the work was created. What do the work’s appearance and its choice of art 
elements and design principles tell us about the cultural beliefs and meaning? 

  

 


