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Boute row m:ght spell trouble for lll{ L

By David Evans

The FlA’s refusal to
green-light a revolutionary
Wales Rally GB route could
jeopardise the event’s
future on the World Rally
Championship schedule.

Motorsport Newsunderstands
the FIA is setto decline the
Deeside-based event the required
waiver torun the route it wants.

The FIA’s concerns are thought
tobe safety-related, but the
addition of the Great Orme-
Llandudno powerstageisa
sticking point.The FIA thinks
it would not be worthy of the
five bonus points on offer for
the powerstage. Regulation
13.3.2 of the WRC’s sporting
regulations dictates that the
powerstage should: ‘Be
representative of the rally.’

The decision rests with FTA
rally director Yves Matton as
Rally GBisanominated gravel
rally and therefore needs to seek
awaiver torun an asphalt stage—
and MNunderstands that waiver
isunlikely to be granted.

.

Matton reportedly argues
that the proposed testis not
representative of Rally GB.
Asked on the record for news of
the Rally GB route, Matton told
MN: “We arein discussion with
the Rally GB organiser about
theirroute, itistooearly tosay
any more at thismoment.”

Wales Rally GB managing
director Ben Taylor wouldn’t be
drawn on the situation, stating:
“We have sent our route to the
FIA and the teams to get their
feedback and approval asis
normal. This year’sroute does
contain some radical proposals
that we believe will create a
fantastic event but, in order to
deliver them, werequire a degree
of support from the FIA. We’re
now working with the governing
body and WRC Promoter to
make sure everybody gets what
they want from ourrally.”

Yesterday’s [Tuesday] official
launch of Wales Rally GB was
canned when it became clear
there would be no solution to
the current impasse.

While the route for this year’s

event can befixed, MNN’s sources
have talked in ominous tones
about the potential knock-on
for the event and its immediate
future in the WRC schedule.

The Welsh Government has
worked tirelessly to ensure
the adoption of close-road
legislation went through Cardiff
in time to allow the October 4-7
event touse the new laws to
offer the sort of revolution
Taylor and his team planned.

The plan to run the Great Orme
was seen as areal opportunity
tobring the sportto tens of
thousands of people, and to
showcase the Welsh coastline
and the town of Llandudno on
worldwide live television.

This year’sroute was also
reckoned to be the springboard
toan extension to Wales’ deal to
retain Britain’s WRC round
beyond the end of this season.
The current three-year
agreement between Rally GB
and Wales ends in December
and MN’sunderstandingis that,
while IMS (the financial arm of
British motorsport’s governing
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showpiece WRC event

— -‘{‘:'

body)istalking to potential
backers, the preferred optionis
toremain in Wales beyond 2018.
A well-placed source told
MN: “The potential fall-out is
massive. It’'snot toomuch of a
stretch to say a decision not to go
with this plan could cost Britain
itsround of the championship.
“Walesis absolutely on the boil
forthis;it’srightly been seenasa
fantastic way to show off some of
itsmost beautiful coastline. The

“The route
does have
_ radical
plans™

BEN|
TAYLOR'

4 Amer.

event hasmoved to the front of
October this season, giving real
potential for great weather, big
crowds and some amazing shots
from the helicopter.

“Nobody’s under any illusions
here, the organisers are aware
that the Great Ormeisdifferent
innaturetotherest of theroute,
but the problem herereally lies
with woolly rules. If asphalt
stages can’t be run on gravel
rallies then why has a waiver
beenissued forsuch astagein
each of the past five years? The
issueis with waivers, especially
when somuch of the argumentis
utterly subjective. And in terms
of apowerstage being worthy of
five points, are any of these final
six-mile stages really worthy of
the points? The powerstageisa
promotional creation and should
betreatedassuch.”

Theteams are undecided, with
some pointing to the dangers of
the Great Orme stage running
high above the Irish Sea.

The source added: “Really? It’s
too dangerous? We’ve just come
from Corsica and folk are saying

that Great Orme’s dangerous...”

Opinion among the driversis
split, with some wanting to stay
in the woods and some being able
to see the promotional value of
bringing 30,000 fansinto
Llandudno to watch arally.

One senior team principal
said: “Idon’t understand what
the problemishere... we have
the chance to do something
exceptional, something which
will genuinely bring therally to
the people and the drivers are
cryingaboutit. Thedrivers
are professionals, they should
do theirjobs: drive where
their co-drivers tell them to
drive and let the organisers
runtherally.

“If thisdoesn’t happenit’sa
stupid decision from the FIA and
it’sahuge missed opportunity
for the promoter. Sometimes, I
don’t understand this sport—
we wonder why we stay hidden
away behind the trees.”

Wales Rally GB organisers are
understood to be working with
the FIA, but would not be drawn
on a timeframe for a decision.
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The Great Orme stage is
planned, but needs waiver
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CHINESE GP REPORT ..

Australian profits from Red Bull’s smart thinking on the pitwall
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Ricciardo was the
star of the show

he Shanghai
crowd cheered
with delight as
the victorious
Daniel Ricciardo
held hissoggy
race boot aloft

and took greatjoy in swigging

the sweet taste of hisrace-

winning champagne.

Incontrast, thetwo Finnseither
side of him, Valtteri Bottas and Kimi
Raikkonen, looked glum. They reached
for their champagne bottles and downed
their sorrows before spraying thefizz,
ruing another opportunity missed.

Last Sunday’s Chinese Grand Prix
wasagenuine three-way fight between
Mercedes, Ferrariand Red Bull, butit
was an opportunist strategic decision
that gave Ricciardothe advantage.

. E ! Hehanded his ‘shoey’ to hisnumber
= * - | onemechanic, Chris Gent, whoalso
savoured the spoils. His appearance on
the podium was an acknowledgement
of the brilliant work the Red Bull
mechanics had made the previous day.

Ricciardo had suffered an engine
failure in Saturday morning practice
and his crew managed tofitanew
power unitin under two hours with just
aminute of qualifyingleft to spare. It
was the difference between starting
sixth or from the back of the grid.

If Ricciardo was appreciative of the
hard work of his mechanics, on Sunday
hehad his strategiststothank in
helping him score therace win. Whena
safety car made a surprise appearance
atalittle over half distance (after
debrislittered the track thankstothe
two Toro Rossos hittingeach other)
Red Bull pulled both their driversinto
the pitsand fitted them with fresh
softrubber, in contrastto Mercedes
and Ferrari, which left their drivers
onwornmediums.

Thetimelost pittingbehind the safety
car wasnegligible and the two Red

& Hamilton struggled

Vettel was set to
win before contact §
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Bullssuddenly had the pacetoattack
theirrivals. Ricciardo got ahead of
histeam-mate Max Verstappen after
the Dutchman had another on-track
encounter with Lewis Hamilton.

Following on from the contact the
pairmadein Bahrain, Verstappen
attempted to attack the Mercedes
driver around the outside of the high-
speed Turn 7, ran wide and ultimately
lostthe place to histeam-mate.

Ricciardo then fought his way past
Raikkonen, Hamilton, Sebastian Vettel
andraceleader Bottastosecure the
win. Hedid so with histrademark,
late-braking, cleanracingmovesand
powered ahead of the opposition,
11lapsfromtheflag.

Behind him, Verstappen clattered
into Vettel at the hairpin, which forced
them both to spinand the Dutchman
was slapped with a 10-second time
penalty. Max was fifth at theflag,
while with ahobbled Ferrari, Vettel
took eighth-behind McLaren’s
Fernando Alonso.

Anumber of driversleft the Shanghai
International Circuit on Sunday night
cursingtheir bad Iuck orlack of form.
In contrast, Riccardo couldn’thide his
delightattheresult. He was asked after
therace whathisreaction would have
beenif someone had told himin winter
testinghe would win arace before
Mercedes this year. Hisresponse:
“Holy testicle Tuesday!”

Qualifying
Throughout Friday practice, the long-
run pace of the Ferrari, Mercedes
and Red Bull was so close that it was
almostimpossible to tell who had the
advantage. Butonethingwasclear,
the qualifying simulations of the two
Ferraris were clearly faster, soit was
nosurprise they locked out of the
front-row of the grid on Saturday.
Butthe Mercedes drivers were
further off the pace than they expected,

thelower temperatures during
qualifying seemingly working against
their car’sability to bring the tyres up
tothe correct operating temperatures.

In qualifying, Raikkonen had been
consistently quick and helitup the
timingscreensonhisfinal runin Q3.
By setting purple timesin both the
firstand second sectors, pole looked
assured. But histeam-mate Vettel
aced thefinal few cornersof the
Shanghailap to snatch pole position
away from the Finn. It waslikened to
atennis champion, who when faced
withabreak point, volleys back to
servethe winner.

Behind the Ferraris and Mercedes
(Bottasahead of Hamilton) came the
two Red Bulls of Verstappenand
Ricciardo. For thelatter, it was
touch and go whether he would
make qualifyingatall.

During Saturday morning’s FP3
session hefeltthe engine in the back
of his Red Bull tighten and it spewed
itscontents alongthe back straight.
Dejectedly, Ricciardo stepped out of his
broken machine before he could make
itback tothepits. What followed wasa
superb repairjob by his mechanics to
install anew power unit in time for
qualifying. The job would usually take
three hours, but they manageditin two.
With just four minutes and 40 seconds
of Q1 remaining, his Red Bull fired-up
and hetook to the track tocommence
hisoneand only flyinglap witha
minute on the clock.

“Daniel was pretty calm,” said his
race engineer Simon Rennie. “I’d told
him tomentally prepare for the
possibility thathe might only getone
shotatit.Ideally I'd haveliked to give
him atleast threelaps, five if possible—
butasthe clock counted down that
looked unlikely. He was ready though:
he was very calm and prepared to
deliver when it mattered. Thatsaid, he
was obviously quite keen to get on with



Ricciardo celebrated
with another ‘shoey’

itbecause he had amassive drift
comingoutof thegarage.”
Ricciardomadenomistakesand
hismechanics high-fived each other
inthegarage, knowingjust whata
raceagainsttimeithadbeen.

Race

Asthetwo Ferraris sprinted away from
theline, Vettel squeezed his team-mate
Raikkonen tofend off any attack. That
caused the Finn to brake early allowing
Bottastonipintosecond around the
outside, asthe pack swarmed into the
firstfew corners. Verstappen needed to
maximise hisadvantage of startingon
the ultrasoft tyre and also out-braked
Raikkoneninto Turné.

Hamilton, who struggled all weekend
with the balance of his Mercedes, was
fifth attheend of thefirstlap,ahead of
Ricciardo, the two Renaults and the two
Haasmachines. And the toprunners
stayed in that formation (Vettel leading
Bottasand Verstappen) until thefirst
stopsfor fresh rubber, with teams
favouring a one-stop tothemore
durable medium compound tyre.

Unsurprisingly, Red Bull was thefirst
of thefrontrunnerstopitonlap17,asit
had started on the ultrasoft. Conscious
that Ricciardo could have the pace
toundercut Hamilton for fourth,
Mercedes radioed Hamilton into the
pits, and he resumed still between the
Red Bulls. Butnow Max was quick,

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

‘Red Bull crew were
the stars of the show’

How the race was won, below

settingthefastestlap of therace,and
second-placed Bottas was forced to
pitonelaplatertostay ahead of the
flying Dutchman.

Thelead Ferrariof Vettel should have
alsopitted, but he waited one morelap
and when the German emerged from
the pits—Bottashad taken the place
ahead of him. Havingbeen beatenin
thatstrategic play, Ferraridecided to
leave Raikkonen out and as he slowed
through degradingtyre wear, he
eventually backed Bottasupinto
Vettel’s path.

“But...” said Bottas after therace,
“whenIwas closingon Kimi, [knew
what Ferrari were planning, but he was
strugglingsomuch [with his tyres] that
itdidn’t work,” and asaresult, Vettel
was unable to seize back thelead.

Once out of the way, Raikkonen pitted
onlap 27 and fell to sixth place, but the
race wasabout to takea decisive turn.

Headinginto the hairpin, Pierre
Gasly crashed into the back of his
team-mate Brendon Hartley, sending
shards of Toro Rosso carbonfibre
ontotheracingline. The team had
asked their drivers to swap positions
atT14and Gasly assumed it would be
under brakingfor the hairpin, rather
than on the exit of the corner.

Thedebris called for the deployment
of the safety car. Theleaders: Vettel
and Bottashad already passed the
pitlane entrance, but coming out of
Turn 14, Red Bull called both their
driversin, for another double-stacking
pitstop. It was that speedy strategic
decision that won Red Bull the
Chinese Grand Prix.

“With Daniel we decided to gomore
aggressiveand try atwo-stoprace
anyway because he was sixth and had
themosttogain,” said RBR team boss
Christian Horner. “The guys had
already done aphenomenaljobin
doingadoublestack at thefirst stop
and when the safety car came out we

said, ‘right, let’sdoitagain.” Max was
furtherup theroad than Daniel, but we
gotthembothin, turned around and
none of theleading pack elected todo
that. We were on the better tyre forthe
last 231aps compared to the guys who
had doneabout 131aps on theirs. That
enabled us attherestartto getinto
them pretty quickly.”

Atthisstageit was Verstappen who
had the best shot for the win, but when
hecameuptotryandovertake
Hamilton-around the outside of Turn
7-he quickly found he’drun out of
road and lost a place tohisteam-mate
inthe process. There wasfurther
frustration when he hit Vettel while
tryinganother passlateintherace.

There were no such dramas for
Ricciardo. Onlap37he passed
Raikkonen on the back straight, he out-
braked Hamilton into Turn 14 on lap 40.
Twolapslater he passed Vettel for
second and finally, made the move for
thelead up theinside of Bottasat Turn
6onlap45.It wasathoroughly deserved
and superbly executed win; a perfect
example of maximising opportunity.

“Idon’tseemto win boringraces,” he
said. “A week agoin Bahrain my head
was down after [retiring]. Yesterday
Ididn’tthink Iwas goingto getoutin
qualifying, now tobehere... this sport
iscrazy. It’sfrustrating that somany
variablesareinvolvedin F1.
SometimesIquestion why Ichose this
sportbecause there’s somany things
outof your control and it does get you
down alot-but when youhaveaday
like thisit’s worth 50 of those bad ones.”

Saturday’s engine change will come
back tohauntRicciardolaterinthe
year, when he getsaninevitable
grid penalty. For the moment, that
champagne tastes sweet. Next upis
Baku,aracehe won last year after
crashingin qualifying.

Rightnow, asimilarresultdoesn’t
seem thatimplausible...
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RESULTS
FIA Formula 1World Championship, round 3/20

POS | DRIVERS | NAT | CAR-ENGINE | TIME
1 Daniel Ricciardo AUS | Red Bull-Renault 1h35m36.380s
2 Valtteri Bottas FIN | Mercedes +8.894s
3 Kimi Raikkonen FIN | Ferrari +9.637s
4 Lewis Hamilton GBR | Mercedes +16.985s
5 Max Verstappen NED | Red Bull-Renault +20.436s
6 Nico Hulkenberg | GER | Renault +21.052s
7 Fernando Alonso ESP | McLaren-Renault +30.639s
8 Sebastian Vettel GER | Ferrari +35.286s
9 Carlos Sainz ESP | Renault +35.763s
10 | KevinMagnussen | DEN | Haas-Ferrari +39.594s
11 | Esteban Ocon FRA | Force India-Mercedes +44.050s
12 | Sergio Perez MEX | Force India-Mercedes +44.725s
13 | Stoffel Vandoorne | BEL | McLaren-Renault +49.373s
14 | Lance Stroll CAN | Williams-Mercedes +55.490s
15 | Sergey Sirotkin RUS | Williams-Mercedes +58.241s
16 | Marcus Ericsson | SWE | Sauber-Ferrari +1m02.604s
17 |Romain Grosjean | FRA | Haas-Ferrari +1m05.296s
18 |Pierre Gasly FRA | Toro Rosso-Honda +1m06.330s
19 | Charles Leclerc MON | Sauber-Ferrari +1m22.575s
20 | Brendon Hartley NZL | Toro Rosso-Honda L51/gearbox

Winner’s average speed: 118.962mph Lap leaders: Vettel 1-20; Raikkonen 21-26; Bottas 27-44; Ricciardo 45-56

FASTEST LAP | DANIEL RICGIARDO 1m.35.783s

ON LAP 55 (AVERAGE SPEED: 127.307mph)

OUALIFYING
1 Vettel 1m31.095s 11 | Magnussen 1m32.9865s
2 Raikkonen 1m31.182s 12 | Ocon 1m33.057s
3 Bottas 1m31.625s 13 | Alonso 1m33.232s
4 Hamilton 1m31.675s 14 | Vandoorne 1m33.505s
5 | Verstappen 1m31.796s 15 | Hartley 1m33.795s
6 Ricciardo 1m31.948s 16 | Sirotkin 1m34.062s
7 Hulkenberg 1m32.532s 17 | Gasly 1m34.101s
8 Perez 1m32.758s 18 | Stroll 1m34.285s
9 Sainz 1m32.819s 19 | Leclerc 1m34.454s
10 | Grosjean 1m32.855s 20 | Ericsson* 1m34.914s

* Five-place penalty for fialing to slow for yellow flags in qualifying

Hulkenberg was & =2
a strong sixth . S

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
DRIVERS

CONSTRUCTORS

POS | DRIVER | PTS
1 Sebastian Vettel 54 1 Mercedes 85
2 Lewis Hamilton 45 2 Ferrari 84
3 | Valtteri Bottas 40 3 Red Bull-TAG Heuer oke]
4 Daniel Ricciardo 37 4 McLaren-Renault 28
5 Kimi Raikkonen 30 5 Renault 25
6 | Fernando Alonso 22 6 | Toro Rosso-Honda 12
7 Nico Hulkenberg 22 7 Haas-Ferrari 11
8 Max Verstappen 18 8 Sauber-Ferrari 2
9 | Pierre Gasly 12 9 Force India-Mercedes | 1
10 | Kevin Magnussen 11 10 | Williams-Mercedes 0

NEXT RACE: AZERBAIJAN GRAND PRIX APRIL 29
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Miss me,please

Lewis Hamilton says he feared
being caughtup in Sebastian
Vettel and Max Verstappen’s
accidentin Shanghai. Hamilton
managed to skirt around the
outside of the collision when it
happened with 14 laps to run. “l
was worried about catching
[crashing into] them, especially as
they were trying to turn around, so|
thoughtl might get caught there,”
said Hamilton. “l came towards the
apex and saw them both facing me,
solhadtogoleft.”

Talk,talk Toro

Toro Rosso has blamed a
miscommunication forits two drivers
clashing in China. Pierre Gasly
torpedoed Brendon Hartley into the
hairpin, leading to the race-changing
safety carto pick up the resulting
splinters of bodywork. Gasly said: “They
told me onthe radio, ‘OK Brendonis
going toletyou past at the end of the
straight’ so | expected himto let me by. |
tried to brake to avoid him but it was way
too late.” Hartley said he'd planned to let
Gasly by on the corner exit. “It's clearly a
bit of miscommunication,” he said.

Thrown away

Red Bull advisor Helmut Marko
says Max Verstappen threw away
victory in China through his clash
with Sebastian Vettel. Marko told
the Movistar TV channel: “Max
overdid it by trying to overtake
Vettel. Yes, itwas a mistake from
him and he apologised. That can
happen in racing. There was victory
forhim on the table, buthe gave it
away. But still itwas a very good
drive from both ourdrivers. He’s
20. He’s still bloody young and it
can happen.”

Not a fair fight

Fernando Alonso says his late-race
fight with Vettel wasn't a fair one, due

to the Ferrari's floor damage after his
tangle with Verstappen’s Red Bull.
Alonso passed Vettel through Turn 2
for seventh place onatough weekend
for McLaren, but the move ended with
Vettel on the grass. “Obviously it wasn't
afairfight because Sebastian had
damage and | was fasterinthe corners,”
said Alonso. “He was running wide so

I saw the door open and went for it.

But he kept going, and in that situation
you need to back off at one point.”

Low NicLaren
McLaren’s Eric Boullier has
admitted that perhaps the team
aimed a bitlow withiits
performance targets this year.
McLaren is now a regular points-
scorer with Renault power, but
could onlylock outrow sevenin
qualifying after another weekend
where itlacked pace.“Thecarisa
match for the [CFD] target, so
maybe that means the target was
nottheright one,” said Boullier.
“We need to revise in terms of
ambition what we need to do.”

By Robert Ladbrook

Lewis Hamilton has confessed to
being “in no man’sland” during a
difficult Chinese Grand Prix
weekend that proves he has a fight
on his hands if he is to win a fifth
world title this season.

Winless from the first two rounds of
the season, Mercedes struggled in
Shanghai with Valtteri Bottas clinging
onto second and Hamilton just fourth.
It marked thefirsttime in the V6
hybrid engine erathat a Silver Arrows
driver hasn’t mounted the top step of
the podium for three races.

Across the weekend Mercedes
lacked pace compared to the Ferraris,
and the team was also undone by Red
Bull’s quick decision to put both of its
drivers onto the softer-compound
tyres during alate safety car period.

Hamilton appeared dejected for
most of the weekend, being out-
qualified by Bottas and then
struggling to make an impact.

“Iwasinnoman’sland.Thad no
pace.Iwasjusttryingtohangonto
whateverhad,” rued Hamilton, who
isjustnine points dowmn on
championshipleader Sebastian
Vettel after the German'scostly
clash with Max Verstappen.

“Obviously we’ve gota
tough battle ahead of us,

Lewis:not at his best

particularly onmy side. I'll say my
side, butalsousasateam, we’ve been
underperforming. This weekend has
been a disaster, soI've got to try and
rectify that and get myself back into
normal performance mode. Otherwise
valuable points will be lost.Ican’t
have these disastrous weekends.”

Mercedes head Toto Wolff agreed
that Hamilton hadn’t been on-song.

“The whole weekend we were just
not good enough,” Wolff said. “We just
need to get our act together.

“Likethe car, Lewis wasn’tin the
best place this weekend. He’s the best
driver in my opinion, but even the best
have times when they are not 100 per
cent. And if you have a car that’snot
performing as expected, and tyres that
arenot doing what you think they
should do, and then the strategy goes
against you... Everythingjust goes in
the wrongdirection.”

Wolff explained that unpredictable
tyre performance hindered the
Mercedes duo. They struggled to
switch the tyres on during qualifying,
and then overheated them during the

race, Wolff said they were
@ “bouncing between freezing and
overheating”.

“Youcan see how fast the

picturecan change,” he added.
> g “Valtteri would have deserved
towin thisrace, he drove
brilliantly. But the luck was
againstus.”

HAMILTON-WAS ‘INNG
MAN’S LANDZIN CHINA

“Worldichampion admits he was bemused by lack of pace =

Photos: LAT

Hamilton cut a stark
figure in Shanghai

Vettel questions safety car timing that cost him China glory

Sebastian Vettel has questioned
the call tointroduce the safety
carduringthe Chinese GP,a
move that ultimately costhima
chancetofight for victory.
Vettel was firmly in the mix at
the head of thefield when the
two Toro Rosso cars collided,

dropped places against the cars

had asafety car changing the
race,” said championship
leader Vettel. “In2014 Hungary

half-a-minute or so sooner

with fresh tyres on therestart, and then everybody has the
beforefinishingeighth aftera chance todecide whether
clash with Max Verstappen. they pitornot?”

“Ineed tounderstand why we FIAracedirector Charlie

Whiting countered: “Idon’t
look to see whois goingtobe
advantaged or disadvantaged.

leavingbodywork debrisonthe  wehadasimilarsituation, We’ve had the safety car for 20
track atthe hairpin. Thefield wheretheleaders were years, and we know thatin
completed two laps before the disadvantaged because the every intervention there will be
safety car was called tolet safety car came once they winners andlosers. If you sit
marshals clear up the mess. passedthepitentry.I there and work out whois going
However, when it did appear understand if something tobeadvantaged and work it

theleadingcarshad already
passed the pitentry, allowing
those behind the chanceto stop
and change tyres. Vettel

happens and you have toreact
straight away, but we had two
lapsof the debrison thetrack,
so why not call the safety car

outsoeveryonehasexactly the
same chance, we don’thave
timefor that.It’snot ourjobto
dothat.”

Verstappen accepts blame for accident

Max Verstappen has accepted
blame for his collision with
Sebastian Vettel last weekend,
and has apologised to the world
championshipleader.

Verstappen was hunting
down the Ferrarifor third
place when he made alate
lungeinto the hairpin, only to
collide with Vettel and send
both carsintoaspin.

The stewards gave Verstappen
a10-second penalty for the move,
dropping him to fifth place.

“Icould see he [Vettel] was
strugglingon the tyresand tried
tobrakelate in the corners, butI
locked therearsand hithim. It
was of course my fault. Not what
Iwant,” said Verstappen.

“Itiseasy tosay after thatI
should have waited, and that
probably would have been
the bestidea, but
unfortunately it happened.”

Vettel said Verstappen
apologised straight after the
race. When asked if he thought
Verstappen needed to calm
down, Vettel said: “He’sdone
enoughraces, but this can
happen if you’ve done 300 races.
Youmustn’t forget thatinside
the carthe judgments are very
difficult tomake, but you have
these things in your mind and
make sure youdon’t crash. He
could easily have taken his front
wing off or got a puncture, so we
were both lucky.”

FWANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER i z s @MNmotorsEortl
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Porsche’srecord-breaking
Porsche 919 will run at Brands
Hatch and Goodwood later
this year, after breaking the
outrightlaprecord at Spa-
Francorchampslast week.

The Porsche used in the World

Endurance Championshiplast
seasonran with anumber of
modificationsin the hands of
Neel Jani,in whichitsetalap
12s faster than the pole time

from the same track in 2017.
The 1m41.770s lap was also
almost 0.8s quicker than Lewis
Hamilton’slaprecord, set
during F1 qualifying in 2017.
Thereworked 919 hit 223mph.
The car willrunatthe
Festival of Speed at Goodwood
(July 12-15), and at Brands’
Porsche celebration on
September 2, as Porsche elected
not to competein the WEC this

yearleaving only Toyotaasa
full manufacturer LMP1 entry.
Janisaid of the 919 Evo: “The
speed on which everything
happens on a singlelap with the
919Evoisthatfastthatthe
demand onreaction speed is
very different to what I was
usedtointhe WEC. The grip
levelisanew dimension, I
couldn’timagine thisamount
beforehand. Itis definitely the

Porsche 919 Evo beat the F1
pole time at Spa last week

"RECORD-BREAKING PORSCHE. TO

RUN AT GOODWOOD AND BRANDS

fastest carI've ever driven.”
Porsche LMP1boss Andreas
Seidladded: “This additional
successistheresult of the LMP
team’s hard work and a proud
day for the engineers. All six
2017LMP1 drivers contributed
tothe project. It was our target
toshow the 919 Hybrid’s
abilities when we ease the
restrictions that came from the
WECregulations.”

OUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

¢ Touring Car Cup (WTCR) in a third
. WRT-fielded Audi RS3 LMS. Rast
: will partner three-time British

: Touring Car champion Gordon

: Shedden, and reigning TCR

: International Series champion Jean-
: Karl Vernay. The race supports the
: Nurburgring 24 Hours, which Rast
: willalso contest. His main focus is
: defending his DTM title...Will

: Palmer is testing with GP3

: squad MP Motorsport this

: weekin Barcelona, after

: securing a late deal to test. He

Ex-Formula 1 driver Alexander
Rossi took his first IndyCar win
since the 2016 Indy 500 at Long
Beach, on a weekend where he
topped every sessionin his
Andretti-run Honda-powered
car. He survived four safety car
periods to beat Penske’s
Chevrolet-propelled Will
Power...NASCAR at Bristol was
delayed until Monday due to rain, as
MN wentto press. Kyle Larsen led
as the race fell just short of half
distance before rain interfered for a

* thirdtime...Norman Nato, Olivier
: Plaand Paul Petitwon the

: opening round of the European
: Le Mans Series at Paul Ricard

: aboard their ORECA/Gibson.

: Will Stevens was the highest

: finishing Britin the car he

: shares with Julien Canal and

: Timothe Buret, while Liam

: Griffin, Alex MacDowall and

: Miguel Molina topped the GTs

: inaFerrari... Reigning DTM
champion Rene Rast will contest

: the Nurburgring round of the World

‘ raced in Formula Renault

: Eurocup lastyear, finishing

: second in the standings with

: R-ace GP.He hasyetto secure
: afull-time deal with MP, but

: will testthe car. The season

: startsin Barcelonain May...

: Porsche Supercup driver Tom

: Sharp will compete in the series

: again with his family-run IDL Racing
¢ squad. The former Carrera Cup

: racerfinished 23rd in the standings
: inhis first year in the category

: lastseason...

Fewtrell leads the

Eurocup standings

Brit Max Fewtrell took victoryin
the opening rounds of the Formula
Renault Eurocupat Paul Ricard,
andleadsthe standings headingto
the nextround at Monza.

Fewtrell -2016 British F4
champion-gotapoorstartinrace
oneand lostouttoanother British
F4convertandhis R-ace GP team-
matethis year, Logan Sargeant.

“Canhebeathreatthisyear?”
asked Fewtrell of Sargeant after
raceone. “Ithink thisrace
answered that question!

“Asformyresults,Iamabit
gutted. With thenumerous start
procedures,Ithink wehada
clutch problem.Idon’tlike
lookingfor excuses, but we need to
takealook at this.Inany case,I'm
delighted we scored alot of points
today for theteam.”

Sargeanthad asticking gear
duringracetworulinghimout,

FORMULRA
RENRAUALT

| 3 iy
Fewtrell (c) wonrace two

and Fewtrell survived a safety car
tobeat Christian Lundgaard.
“Next week at Monza, Thope we
will beas strongasthis weekend,
althoughit’sabitmoredifficult to
lead duetotheslipstream,” added
Fewtrell. “Nevertheless, we’re not
lookingtoofarahead and we will
takethesessionsoneatatime.”
Fewtrell wasthe highest
finishingrookie in the standings
lastyear, taking sixth with the
Tech1Racingteam.

Toyota prepares for Le Mans on three wheels

Toyota has tested its TS050
HYBRID on three wheels asit
simulates random problemsin
itsbid to breakits victory duck
atthe Le Mans24 Hours.

One of Toyota’s2018/19 World
Endurance Championship
challengers was sentout of the
pits with afront wheel missing
duringan endurance
simulation at the Aragon circuit
lastmonth so the team could
learn how todeal with the
situation shoulditariseinthe
racethisJune.

Toyotatechnical director
Pascal Vasselon said: “In
Aragon we have done onelap on
three wheels and asked theteam
tobringback thecar.”

Toyotahasbeen

Toyota testing

exploringan array of problems
inordertobeaspreparedas
possible for thekind of
exceptional circumstances that
depriveditof victory at Le Mans
in2014,’16and’17.

“Wedid notneed asmuch
mileage as the year before, so we
havesacrificed mileage to train
theteam tohandle fake
problems,” Vasselon said.

“Thetarget wastotrainthe
team tohandle the unexpected
and it worked quite well.”

Asmany as “20to025” different
issues have been simulated by
Toyotasofar this year, including
surprising the driver by ceasing
all radio communication and
; simulating

e | driveshaft

# failures.
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“Hamilton vs -

Verstappen is an
intriguing battle” f

uch was made of the
comment Lewis
Hamilton said to
describe Max
Verstappen in the
aftermath of their
contact at the Bahrain Grand Prix.
When a Dutch journalist questioned
Hamilton about his ‘d***head’ remark,
Sebastian Vettel intervened to say that
it was a heat-of-the-moment
overreaction and shouldn’t be a story.

Just afew days later, Hamilton and
Verstappen shook hands to bring the matter
to aclose. As far as they were concerned,
there was nothing more to add.

But after talking to old pros last weekend,
they were of the belief this is a duel that will
run and run. The on-track battle between the
master (four-time champ Hamilton) and the
apprentice (three-time race winner
Verstappen) is turning into one of the great
stories of the current era of Formula 1. And,
guess what? They clashed again on-track,
just three days after their handshake...

When Verstappen overtook Hamilton in
Bahrain, he gently eased his Red Bull over to
the left-hand-side of the track to get Lewis
tolift. It isn't considered ‘dirty driving' it's
what anyone would do in wheel-to-wheel
combat. But crucially, Lewis didn't lift. He
stayed on the outside and the pair made
contact. It was a warning shot from Hamilton
to Max not to try the same trick, but you know
the young Dutchman won't be deterred.

Fast forward to China on Sunday, Max was
behind Lewis and attempted to pass. But
perhaps a little rashly he tried on the outside
of the ultra-fast Turn 7. There was never a
chance of pulling that move off against
Hamilton and he fell off the race track.

On Sunday evening Hamilton was asked if
he'd attempted to overtake anyone at that
corner before? “Not on any of the top guys,”
he said, tongue firmly in cheek.

Verstappen was in more bother later in the
race, tangling with Sebastian Vettel, but
we shouldn't criticise Max for his hard-
nosed racing —it's what makes him so
exciting to watch.

Nico Rosberg told me that, now as afan,
even he is disappointed when Verstappen
retires from a GP. “You know he’s just going
to goforitand he'll create opportunities
where there isn't one,” said the 2016 world
champ. “He's so good for the sport.”

Another commentator remarked that the
duel between Hamilton and Verstappen is
reminiscent of when young Michael
Schumacher started to rattle Ayrton Senna
in the early 1990s. Remember Magny-
Coursin 1992 when the pair collided?
Senna afterwards suggested the youngster
should show a little more “respect”.

Sound familiar?

To suggest this little duel between
Hamilton and Verstappen is a ‘non-story’ is
wrong, it's an intriguing narrative with more
fireworks to come.

2 AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Platt off to a flier

The MSA British Superkart
Championship began at Cadwell
Park last weekend and four-time
champion Paul Platt staked a claim
for title number five with two wins
and a second place. Reigning
champion Daniel Clark was the
other winner. Clark was leading
race three, but a broken chain ended
his race and left Platt in the lead.

He had a useful gap over2016
champion Jack Layton until his tyres
went off in the closing stages, but
was able to hang on for his second
win of the weekend.

Rose and a fire

Defending CNC Heads Sports/Saloons
champion Paul Rose remains unbeaten
this season, after picking up a double win
in his Saker at Cadwell Park, with team-
mate Steve Harris and Dave Harvey's
Locosaki completing the podium in both
races. The first race ended behind

the safety car aftera multiple shunt at
Park Corner, when early leader Roddie
Paterson’s Caterham blew its engine.
His fuel tank split and started a fire, but
all the drivers involved were unhurt.

Paul to LMP3

GT Cup runner-up Dominic Paul
will switch to the LMP3 Cup for this
season. Paul,who was also the
overall GTA champion last year at
the wheel of a Ginetta G55, will now
partner Jack Butel at Speedworks
Motorsportin a LigierJSP3 as he
moves to the prototype series.

Welch to GT Cup

The Welch Motorsport squad will contest
the GT Cup this season as the team
expands into endurance racing. Former
Porsche Carrera Cup GB driver Matt
Telling will compete alongside former

GT Cup competitor Pete Parsons in

the team’s old Carrera Cup car.

Brabham film

A feature-length documentary on
the life of triple Formula 1 world
champion Jack Brabhamisin
production with previews planned
for the 2019 Australian Grand Prix.
Titled Brabham: The Untold Story
of Formula One, development
started in 2014 and it will feature
SirJackie Stewart, Sir Stirling
Moss and John Surtees.

Rare Ferrari auction
Arare Ferrari 250 GT Berlinetta
Competizione ‘Tour de France' is to be
auctioned by RM Sotheby’s in May. Itis
expected to fetch nearly £8 million. Two
F1 cars—a 1992 BenettonB192 and
1999 Jordan 199 — will also feature in the
auction. Meanwhile Bonhams estimates
£5mfora 1953 Ferrari 625 Targa Florio
Vignale that 1958 F1 champion Mike
Hawthorn raced at Monza.

Caldwell’s debut win
Brit Olli Caldwell took his maiden
ADAC F4 win at Oschersleben last
weekend after starting from pole
in the partially reverse-grid race
three. The 15-year-old had finished
10th in the opening race and eighth
inthe second race. The Prema
Powerteam driver finished 14th
after a part-season in British F4
lastyear with Arden.

Leaney’s debut

Stefano Leaney and Neil Primrose began
their Dutch Supercar Challenge assault
with a victory at Spa aboard their Norma
M20FC. Reigning 750 Motor Club
Bikesports champion Leaney and Travis
drummer Primrose won the 24-lap race
by just 0.082s. The pair recovered to
seventhinrace two as they had started
from the pits because the Tim Gray
Motorsport pair were late to the grid.

Photos: Jakob Ebre:
Cane will race with
Douglas Motosport
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URNS TO BRITISH

F3 AFTER EUROCUP SNUB

Brit won't race in Renault Eurocup after ‘issues with Fortec team

F3 race winner Cane

By Stefan Mackley

Jordan Cane will return for
a full campaignin BRDC
British Formula 3 thisyear
with Douglas Motorsport
having pulled out of
competing in the Formula
Renault Eurocup series.
The 16-year-old was due to
race with Fortec Motorsports
intheseries, which beganlast
weekend at Paul Ricard, but

“I'won’tbe doing Eurocup this
year duetoalotof things,” hesaid.
“Youwant tobe confident
that you have got the geartobe
competitiveand thereasonI
madethe decision isbecause we
didn’thave an equal chance.
“Bothsidesleftitonagood
note butit’sjust unfortunate
it’s costusanother season.
“IfeltthatIcouldn’tshowmy
abilityasmuchin Eurocupas
Icouldback in British F3.”

British F3 season having taken
three winslast season with
Douglasonhis way toeighthin
the standings, despite missing
thefirsttworounds duetobeing
tooyoung.

Heracedin the openinground
of 2018at Oulton Park last
month, replacing Alexandra
Mohnhaupt just days before the
event, but suffered a hairline
fractureand tornligamentsin
hislefthand after crashingat

hasparted company with the
teamdueto “alotof issues”.

competeintherestof the

Canehas confirmed he will

thefirst corner on the opening
lapinracetwo.

“Iwastesting Thursday and
Friday at Rockingham last
week and the majority of it
waswetand it wasn’ttoo
straining,” added Cane.

“Inthedry sessionitdid
starttohurtabitbut youdo
morerunningintestingthan
onrace weekends.

“With Wayne DouglasThada
greatrelationshipandagreat
yearin2017.

“Thisseasonisjustabout
gettingasmany wins as possible
andenjoyingit.”

BTCC champ Sutton tops Thruxton test from Bushell and Neal

Reigning champion Ash
Sutton topped the annual
Thruxton British Touring Car
Championshiptestinhis
Team BMR Subaru Levorg.

The 24-year-old clocked
almils.717slap aroundthe
2.356-mile circuit, which
hosts the third meeting of the
championship on May 19/20.

Nine of the drivers were
underneath the qualifyinglap
record of 1m16.040s, which
was set by Matt Neallast
season in his Team Dynamics
Honda Civic TypeR.

Sutton:Fastest time a bonus

Saunders’ TVR
returns in GT Cup

Bernie’s V8sdriver Mike
Saunders will return to the
GT Cup thisseason aboard
his TVR Cerbera GT which
was lastracedin 2013.

The car, manufactured
in 1996, suffered an engine
failureinitslast outing
four years ago but has been
repaired and serviced ahead
of the opening round this
weekend at Donington Park.

Saunders wasaregularin
GT Cup and took an outright
victory with the carin 2011
at Spa-Francorchamps.

“The GT Cup:thebestIcan
describeitisit’sachallenge,
hardracingbutwitha
friendly atmosphere,” said

“Iwasn’teven goingfora
time,” said Sutton. “We
were basically here to work
through a programmeand
wedid that, sotoclock the
fastesttimeisareal bonus.”

Sutton was usingthe older-
spec Mountuneengineinhis

Levorg, butsaid that the team

wasaimingtoswitchtothe

TVR Cerberalastracedin 2013 before e

the 31-year-old, who will
runthe car alongside his
dad, Tony.

“Ithink sometimes other
series are maybe not quite as
competitivein my experience
andIdolike the competitive

new Swindon RacingEngines-
tuned version from the second
round of the championship at
Donington Park thismonth.

Second fastest was Mike
Bushellin the Team Hard VW
CC.He was 0.026s adrift of
Sutton. Neal was third in
thenew-shaped Honda Civic
TypeRbutsaid he wasstill
workingon fine-tuning the
set-upof the hatchbackand he
caused twored flagsduring
themorning’s running with
throttle problems.

Nealsaid: “The engine was
working well but thisis stilla
journey forus.”

B \
Where: ThruxtonWhen: April 12Weather: Cold butdry
POS | DRIVER | TEAM | TIME
1 Ashley Sutton Team BMR Subaru Levorg 1m15.717s
2 Mike Bushell Team Hard VW CC 1m15.743s
3 Matt Neal Team Dynamics Honda Civic Type R 1m15.811s
4 Jack Goff Eurotech Racing Honda Civic Type R 1m15.960s
5 Sam Tordoff Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS | 1m15.962s
6 | Tom Chilton Motorbase Performance Ford FocusRS |1m15.979s
7 Josh Cook Power Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra 1m15.981s
8 Dan Cammish | Team Dynamics Honda Civic Type R 1m15.997s
9 Aiden Moffat Laser Tools Racing Mercedes-Benz A-Class | 1m16.043s
10 |SennaProctor | Power Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra 1m16.109s
11 | Brett Smith Eurotech Racing Honda Civic Type R 1m16.187s
12 | Colin Turkington | WSRBMW 125i M Sport 1m16.201s
13 |AdamMorgan Ciceley Racing Mercedes-Benz A-Class {1m16.239s
14 | AndrewJordan | WSRBMW 125iM Sport 1m16.241s
15 |MattSimpson | Eurotech Racing Honda Civic Type R 1m16.412s

ngine blew

side, Ilike the challenge.

“The DNA of theroad car
isstill there, it’s the same
chassis, same suspension
mountings and same
H-pattern gearbox as
theroad car.”

- Triple Eight will return

to racing, says Scott

The Triple Eight name willreturn
tomotorracingaccordingtothe
team’s owner Warren Scott.
Scottruns the Team BMR Subaru
Levorg programme in the British
Touring Car Championship, and took
on Triple Eight Racing, which was
runningthe two works MG carsin
thetin-top series, two seasonsago.
Sincethen, MG haspulledoutasa
manufacturer and the cars have been
sold. The MG6s are being run this
season as private entries driven by
Tom Boardman and Rory Butcher
under the AmD Tuning.com banner.
Triple Eight Racingis the most
successful touring car championship
teaminthe UK, winningeight
manufacturerstitles, six teams’ titles
and six drivers’ crowns under the

leadership of Ian Harrison.

Scott stillowns the Triple Eight
Racingname and says heiskeen
forittoberekindled. “Weintend to
beracingwith Triple Eight, either
in TCRor somekind of endurance
racing,” hesaid. “Thatis the planfor
thetime being, and Ilike to think that
the name will be active for the start
of nextseason. Istillhave the team
name anditsequipment, and we are
justassessingthe best way forward,
butTriple Eight willreturn.”
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OBITUARY
Stuart McCrudden

1946 - 2018

Themotorsport fraternity
isshocked and saddened
tohavelost Stuart
McCrudden, a valued
colleague, longtime Ford
Boreham employee and
racer turned motorsport
event organiser and public
relations guruearlier this
month. He was 71 and had
been battling cancer.

Charismaticand
creative, Stuart was for
many the beatingheart
of the Blue Oval’s popular
EscortMexicoand
Fiesta Challenges.

He wasalsoamajor
force behind popular
radioand TV broadcasters
Noel Edmonds’ unlikely
CortinaMk3and the
late Mike Smith’s Escort
RS Turboracing
programmes, looking
after sponsors, VIPs
and fans.

Stuarthadraced
himself,ina Special
Saloon Mini initially, but
the pinnacle of hisdriving
career was winningthe
1990 Willhire 24 Hours at
Snetterton-his favourite
event-sharingaBMW
M3 withayoung Matt
Neal (now a three-time
BTCC champion)and
Dave Wallis.

Havingrunthe FIA
Thoroughbred Grand Prix
championshipforthe
three-litre F1 cars of 1966-
’85 for a decade with son
Oli—now seniorevent
manager with Formula
E-morerecentlyarch
entrepreneur Stuart’s
SMAPR concernin
rural Essex hasrun
Honda’s World Touring
Car promotions.

John Cooper’s grandson
joins Mini Challenge

The grandson of Mini tuning
legend John Cooper will

contest the full Mini Challenge
season this year, and aims
tomove up to the top flight

JCW category before the end

of the season.

Charlie Cooper made his
motorsportdebutatlast
weekend’s Cooper Pro class
season-opener at Donington
Park, racing one of the
naturally aspirated
1.6-litre machines with
Excelr8 Motorsport.

Heis the grandson of John
Cooper, who founded the Mini
Cooper performance variant of
AlecIssigonis’s original Mini
design. The family’s tuning
legacy has continued under the
John Cooper Works moniker,
which was founded in 2000 by
John’s son, Michael Cooper.

Charlie, 37 from London, will
actasabrand ambassador for
Mini through his maiden
season, whichissetto
culminate in an outing in the
255bhp JCW Championship
finale at Donington Park
in September.

“There’ssomuch tolearn,
butit’ssoexcitingtobe

Shortle was a
FFord regular

Aleadingname from Formula
Ford 1600 racingin the 1980s,
Rick Shortle, isset tochallenge
forachampionshipagain aftera
break of 25 years when hejoins
thisyear’s Mini Se7en grid.
Shortle wasa successful
racerin the Kent-powered
single-seaters, notablyin the
Champion of Brandsseriesin
themid-1980s. Since then he
hasraced aselection of saloon
and sports cars but stopped

 racingfull-timefollowingthe
. 1993Honda CRX Cup.

The 69-year-old from Woodford
willnowmakeafullreturnatthe
wheel of a Mini Se7en, running
inthe S Class. His car will be
backed by Geoff Mason, the
head of Fusion Eventsand he

Coopermade hisrace debut

involved in something that’s
pretty much a family legacy,”
said Charlie Cooper, who took
abrace of 14th-placefinishes.
“WhenIwas younger
Idid some karting but then
pursued rugby for many years
until a knee injury put me out.
To get the chance to goracing
isabitof adreamasit’s
somethingInever thought I'd
do.I’ve done afew trackdays
before butracingisatotally
different experience. It’s very
full-on and I'm learningalot.
The goalisjust toimprove
astheyear goes on and be
competitive, and then not
toembarrass myself in the
JCWs at the end of the year
asthey’re a whole new league
of performance.”

willrace to promote the Motor
Sportfor MS charity, which
hasbeen set up by Noel Wilson.

“Thonestly can’t waitto get
back outthereasit’sbeensuch
alongtimesinceldidaproper
racing campaign,” said Shortle.
“I’'vehad afew one-offs here
and there, butnothing
meaningful until now.

“I’'ve known Geoff foragood
whileandIcouldn’t believe it
when he offered me this chance.
Ittook a whilefor himto pick
me up off the floor when he told
meI’dbegoingracingagain.

“Idid testasingle-seater afew
monthsago,butintruthIhad
thisfeelingthatit wasn’t forme
anymore.I'mno young gun, so

saloons was the better way to go.

Rick Shortle will race Minj

“Itested the Mini for thefirst
time at Brands Hatch recently
andlovedit. By theend of theday
I'was setting competitive times
and havingagreat time withit.

“Thekeyistotakethe thing by
the scruff of theneck and drive
ithard.Iwassurprised actually
athow quicklyIgotbackinto
the swingof things.”

The Mini Se7ens has attracted
3lregistrations sofar, withthe S
Classaccountingfor 10 of those.

Ahlers wins as the CSCC season hegins

Keith Ahlers celebrated 25 years
of Morgan +8 ownership with his
98th and 99th Morgan Challenge
victories at the Classic Sports

Car Club’s season opener at
Snetterton earlier thismonth -
butitwasn’tall plainsailing.

Cautious away from poleinrace
one, heblasted into the lead down
the Bentley Straight only to take
tothe Esses Complex escaperoad.
“Imissed my braking point,”
admitted a sheepish Ahlers, who
rejoinedinfourth. He thereafter
setaboutredressinghiserror
and eventually overhauled
Andrew Thompson.

Racetwo was an easier affair for
Ahlersasheunseated fast-starting
Thompson on the second lap.

Ian Everett only briefly
relinquished thelead of the
Group 1 Swinging Sixtiesrace
during the pitstop phase before
the BMW 1502 mounted local racer
reclaimed top spot. Malcolm
Johnson’s Lotus Europa was
theearly Group 2leader but
the rumbling V8s of Daniel
Williamson (Chevrolet Corvette)
and Raymond Barrow (Camaro)
later usurped him.

Alan Ticeled theearly Classic K

lapsbutatardy driver change with
Chris Conoley dropped the pair
behind the Turner of Luke Wos
and Joe Ward’s TVR Grantura.

The Miles and Piers Masarati-
driven Porsche 911 Turbo, which
was languishingin 18th place after
the stops, steadily fought back to
steal the Future Classics victory
fourlaps from the finish.

The Tin Tops produced a
thrilling finalein which Russell
Hirdlooked to have secured
victory, having held off Tom
Mensley’s persistent attempts to
dislodge the Honda Civicracer,
but a track-limits penalty dropped
Hird tofourth. The Colin
Simpson/Steven Simpson
Peugeot 206 carvedintothe
leading pair’sadvantagejust
narrowly failing by 0.008s to
dislodge Mensley’s winning
Renault Clio.

The demise of Stuart Daburn’s
TVRTuscaninthe Modern
Classicsrace allowed BMW
M3-mounted Edward Leigh an
easy run to the flag while Mark
Smith and James Moulton-
Smith’s M3finished almostalap
ahead of Gary Hufford’s example
inthe New Millennium event.

Spec parts give Miglia entries a boost

The Mini Se7en Racing Club
has credited the introduction
of spec components for a surge
ininterestinits top-line Miglia
Championship this season.
The Miglia category, which
caters for the more powerful
1293cc cars, had struggled for
entriesinrecent seasons with
gridsdippingaslowasjust10
carsat Oulton Park in 2016.
Inreaction, the series
organisers mandated the
introduction of spec Ohlins
suspension dampers and
cones, an ATB differential and
removed the rule that allowed
theuseof afrontrollbar.
Grids stabilised to mid-teens
across the course of last
year, but sofar 25 drivers
haveregistered for the
season-opener at Pembrey
this weekend.

WINNERS

Classic K
Luke Wos (Turner Sports)

Future Classics
Miles Masarati/ Piers Masarati
(Porsche 911 Turbo)

Morgan

Jaguar Saloon & GT
Championship
James Ramm (XJS)

Magpnificent Sevens
Peter Ratcliff (Caterham CSR)

Modern Classics
Edward Leigh
(BMW M3 Evo E36)

Challenge
Race 1: Keith Ahlers (+8) (BMW 1502 2000)
Race 2: Keith Ahlers (+8

“The Miglias has suffered
badly in recent years, mainly
becauseIthink people started
to perceiveitasan uneven
playingfield,” said M7RC’s
Colin Peacock, who will
himself race anew car built
and run by Mini tuning
legend Bill Sollis this year.

“Last year we saw things
stabilise, but this year the
entries have really grown
and we’re seeingthe guys
from the Se7ens step up as
they’verealisedit’snotas
intimidating and expensive
asthey thought.”

The Migliafield is further
boosted by the Libre class,
which allows more modified
cars that don’t fully conform
to Migliaregs to compete.
That category sofarhas
11registrations.

Open Series
Jonathan Mitchell
(Caterham CSR)

Swinging Sixties
Group 1: lan Everett

) Group 2: Daniel Williamson
(Chevrolet Corvette 7400)

New Millennium
Mark Smith/James
Moulton-Smith
(BMW M3 Evo E36)

Tin Tops
Tom Mensley
(Renault Clio)

3 Williamson won in
Swinging Sixties
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MAEERS

Vintage specialsracer
Age: 52 Lives: Market
Harborough

He’s mainlyraced
vintage cars

“| started off with the RIP Special,
which is a four-wheeled version of
athree-wheeler Morgan, and then
moved on to GN Dragonfly, which
Tom Walker is now campaigning.
Ithen stopped vintage racing for
afewyears and gotinto racing
Triumphs.lracedaTR3inthe TR
Challenge, which we had ahuge
amount of fun with.”

HetriedaLolaT70

“Ithen gotthe Parker GN that I'm
still racing and an opportunity arose
tobuyalolaT70Mk3Band|
bought the last factory continuation
carjust before Lola’s demise. But |
ended doing alot of vintage racing
anddidn’trace the Lolafora couple
ofyears, solsoldit.”

He alsohasaCooper
Monaco

“When | got a bit more time, |
regretted that, so on a bit of
animpulse at the Silverstone
Classicin 2015 | bought a Cooper
Monaco, which I've raced regularly
since then. It's the ex-Ted
Williams/Graeme Dodd car. Then
lastyear| got back into Lola again
and gota T70 Mk2, the AJ Foyt
car, which I'm hoping to race at

the Goodwood Revival, that is if
Igetaninvite.”

Heloves the Parkex GN
“In the meantime, the Parker GN is
just such good value for money. It
came out of the GN factory in
1922 and a bit later they thought it
was a bit slow and had the great
idea of fitting an aeroplane engine
and that's the Cirrus Hermes 6.2-
litre four-cylinder engine that is still
inittoday. It is still the same engine
block but it's been rebuilt a few
times. Maximum revs are 2,400.”

Itwentto Romania

“Itis road legal and | went to
Romaniainitlast summerto drive
the Trans-Fagarasan Pass, which
is the best driving road in the
world. Unfortunately | hitalarge
deer, which bent the front axle and
broke the sump. It ran the main
bearings so it had a complete
rebuild over the winter.”

He’stakenitice racing
“In February we went to ltaly in it to
goiceracing and had a fantastic
time being even more sideways
than normal, and you do not need
apowerful carto goiice racing. It
begs to be driven with the tail out
andit'sagreatall-round car.”

Maeers: variety in racing
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ByPaul Lawrence

Welsh ace leuan Rowlands
believes the BRM-powered
Hillman Avenger can be
a match for the leading
Ford Escort Mk2s in this
year’s MSA British Historic
Rally Championship.
Rowlands hasbeeninvited
todrive the car owned and
developed by BazJordanina
bid toshow that the package

canrivaltheall-conquering
Escorts. Jordanisnow having
the 16-valve twin-cam engine
builtagainto the period
design of the engine first
usedinthe mid-1970s.
Rowlands and co-driver
Emyr Hall gave the Avenger
itsBHRC debut on Rally North
Wales last month, but were
sidelined on the second stage
by adistributor problem. Now
they will head to the unfamiliar

= ) Historic Formula One ranks this

BITANES 26

——

Laffite in the Ligier JS11

year with the ex-Jacques Laffite/
Jacky Ickx/Patrick Depailler
Ligier JS11/01, raced by Laffite
to third in the 1980 French GP.

‘The Lotus Elan was
badly damaged by fire’

Davison’s Road Sports return, below

Kielder stages for round two,
the Pirelli Rally on April 28.
“I'vealways wanted tobein
historics,” said Rowlands, who
isnotedfor his outstanding
paceinnon-historic Escorts.
“Bazhas given us this chance
and I'm confident that the car
canbeupthere and compete
with the Escorts. We did the
Cambrian Rally atthe start
of theyearasatestand thecar
isstillevolving.”

“Idid oneracein Danish F4at
the end of last year but haven’t
raced regularly since the ALPS
Formula Renault Championship
in 2015.Ilostinterestin modern
carsand decided I wanted an
Historic F1,” said Ferrer.

: [{_‘-?' Avenger has title-
& | winning potential
\ . S }

BN M) i

Rowlandsisnot
underestimating the task. “I
know how quick peoplelike
Nick Elliottare,” hesaid.
“We’re abit under BDG power
atthemoment, but we hope to
getthereand it feelstorquey.
Bigthanksare duetoBaz
Jordan and Jondel Engines,
aswell asto Jamie Gratton-
Smith, whorunsthecar.”

Theplanistocontesta
full BHRC season.

Modern racer Ferrer switches codes with classic Ligier F1 outings

Former Formula Renault racer
Matteo Ferrerisjoining the

Hehopestorunthecarinthe
supportraceto the French GP
atPaul Ricard. “Hall & Hall
prepared the car for me and
the test at Donington last week
wasmy first time in the car and
itfeltgreat,” he said.

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Langridge graduates to two-litre March F3

Andy Langridge has stepped up

toatwo-litre Formula 3 car

this season after acquiring the

March 803 taken to the Toyota F3

title in 1989 by Mark Bailey.
Langridge, whoraced the

ex-Ian Taylor 1600cc F3 March

733 last season, hashad the

later March restored toits

1990 Hewland livery by Dan

Eagling at Lifetime Racing

and had hisfirsttworaces at

Donington Park recently.

“I'mdead chuffed,” said
Langridge. “The caris so good
anditisteachingmealot,”
he added of the chassis that
started life as an 803A chassis
for Formula Super Vee.

The arch hasbeenrestored

Pearson enters Archie Scott Brown Trophy

Leadinghistoricracer Gary
Pearson will contest the
Archie Scott Brown Trophy
at Snettertonin September.
Pearson will drive his Lister-
Jaguar, BHL 118, with which he
has scored numerous successes
overthe past three decades.
It will be Pearson’s first

appearancein the 1950s sportscar

race, whichfirstranin2015and

honoursdisabled Lister ace Scott
Brown, whowaskilledinaraceat

Pearson’s Lister-Jag will run

Spa-Francorchamps 60 yearsago.

“Archie wasunreal -whata
character,” said Pearson. “My

old man was friendly with Brian
Lister, so we havea connection.
Hopefully we’ll getanice grid.”

BTCC star Rydell set for comeback aboard title-winning Volvo

Exactly 20 years after winning
the BTCCtitle, Swedish touring

carlegend Rickard Rydell will be

comingout of retirement for the
Silverstone Classictorace the
Volvo S40thattook himtothe
crown back in 1998.
Thetitle-winning S40,

originally built by the TWR team,

was subsequently raced in
various Scandinavian series
before beingbought and
restored by Jason Minshaw.
Now, however, Minshaw has
stepped aside and invited Rydell
to contest both Super Touring
showdowns on the Silverstone
Grand Prix Circuit (July 20-22).

“I'mreally looking forward to
it,” said Rydell. “Iretired from
being a professional racer a few
yearsago butI'm always happy
to dosome more races for fun
and this will be a very special

occasion for me. We are hopingto

getsome of the 1998 TWR team

back together for a reunion, too.”

.

Ryde won his ti

DALL THE ACTION FROM THE RALLYNUTS STAGES

fle in 1998

JontyWilliamson
MN is sad to report the recent
death of Jonty Williamson, a
former British sprint champion
and noted racer with the VSCC.
Williamson won the 1971
sprinttitle in the ex-Martin

Brain Cooper-Chrysler T81B.

He was third the following
season and runner-up in 1972
and also competed in the British
Hillclimb Championship.

Devis gets an ATS
Belgian Marc Devis will race arare
ATS D4 grand prix car at the Monaco
Historique in the car’s first competitive
outing for over 30 years. Raced in
period by Jan Lammers and Marc
Surer, the Williams FWO07 lookalike
was displayed in the ATS factory

until 2014. Devis had afirst test

at Donington recently.

Davison back out
Barry Davison has returned to
Historic Road Sports this season
in his Lotus Elan, which was badly
damaged in a fiery accident at
Silverstone atthe end of last
season. Now back toimmaculate,
in October the Elan was hit by the
Lotus 7 of Andy Shepherd after
spinning at Becketts and suffered
amajor fire in the aftermath.

Gillies’record shot
Mark Gillies will try and win the Patrick
Lindsay Trophy forarecord 11thtime
atthe VSCC Silverstone meeting

this weekend. Gillies has dominated
therace inrecenttimes and has only
missed three victoriesin the last 13
years atthe wheel of the ex-Raymond
Mays ERAR3A, now ownedfora
second time by Dick Skipworth.

Debut for Blakeney
Pat Blakeney finally gottorace
his Delta T81 in Historic Formula
Ford 2000 at Donington after two
years of problems. Blakeney, who
raced in FF2000 in the 1980s, will
now hand the car overto his son
Scott forthe Thruxtonracesin
June. Blakeney senioris the
circuitmanager at Thruxton and
will be busy during the venue’s
50th anniversary event. Scott
previously raced in FF1600 but
has not raced for three seasons.

Ernst adds another
German race car collector Rudolf
Ernsthas added another Formula
Juniorto his stable and raced the
ex-Paul Smeeth Lotus 22 at Donington
Park for the first time earlier this month.
The carhas recently been raced by
Benn Tilley, but has now gone back to
its original colour scheme after being
re-prepped by Andrew Hibberd.

Vintage opener

The VSCC season will start at
Silverstone this weekend with the
opening Formula Vintage event.
A19-race schedule includes two
races for the Historic Grand Prix
Cars Association with a 30-carfield
topped by Andy Middlehurstin the
ex-Jim Clark Lotus 25. The Freddie
Giles Memorial Racewillruna
35-carfield of Frazer Nashes.

Middlehurst in Clark’s Lotus

> > DPAGE 18]




CompetitionEngineServices.co.uk

ﬂuallty Engineering. Quality Engines

o FiA FT3 Certified Fuel Cells & Accessories
« Short Lead Times for Stock or Custom Parts
« Fitting Service Available
« Superior Seamless Construction Technology
« Special Large Capacity Fuel Cells

for Endurance Events

@ Full Engine Builds / Rebuilds & Dyno’ Testing
@ All Marques: Pre and Post War, Road & Competition
® Competition Car Preparation & Track Support

1:CES

COMPETITION ENGINE SERVICES

Call ot ahop gy ton_On-Trent, Staffordshire

to tatk én. /
CIaAA':'c wo’lld -Ra'c'zug' - 01283 il:ﬁ: - info@competitionengineservices.co.uk @

www.classicworldracing.co.uk
Tel: +44(0)1527 521050

Fast mail order worldwide.
Order online.

WWW. burtonpower com

- 'ﬂ, COSWORTH

\'-_

Order Online — .
Mobile and tablet Easy Mail Order. Burton’s

friendly website sl Just call us! § AT Catalogue
— | i PG Telephone,
www.burtonpower.com T Tel: 0208 518 9126 Come and see us' visit website
* Secure online ordering * Open Monday - Saturday * Close to London’s M25 & MII RUAEURUE
* Tuning guides * Over 100,000 parts in stock! * FREE parking outside door [GITESTIZN (2
* Over 4000 product photos c * Experienced staff * Extensive showroom your copy!

* Flick-through e-catalogue ; " Showroom and Sales: 617-631 Eastern Avenue, liford, Essex IG2 6PN




12 APRIL 18 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

“Bosses'meet to shape
the way forward

Wilson:working on electric car

ByDavid Evans

World Rally Championship officials
are meeting this week to discuss
the future of World Rally Car
regulations — with alternative
energy and potential hybrid
solutions on the agenda.

The Genevameeting, scheduled for
Tuesday, isseen as crucial for the next
wave of WRC technical regulations,
expectedin 2022, which many feel
mustinclude some alternative to the
internal combustion engine.

FIArally director Yves Matton told
MN: “We are working very closely with
themanufacturers about the evolution
of the WRC car, both in the medium
andlongterm. Itistooearly todiscuss
any outcomes, butitisimportant
their future marketing objectives
aretakeninto consideration.”

Matton’s point about marketing

objectivesis pertinent, given four-time
World Rally champion Volkswagen’s
decisionnot toreturntoaglobal
motorsport programme unlessit’s
running with alternative energies.

The WRCisseenaslagging behind
intheracetorungreenenergy and
that’s something FIA president Jean
Todtiskeentoseeaddressed.

Hesaid: “I'would be happy to see
anew electric car, or maybe some
hydrogen technology.

“Today thereisno manufacturer
supplyingacar which candrive 120
milesonrally roads atrally speeds,
which can haveaquick [electrical]
recharge. Atthe moment, it’s completely
excluded to think of having WRC with
anelectriccar. It’s very important to
have different categories with different
ways of optimisingnew technologies.
It’sclear we need to introduce more
environmentally friendly technologyin

WRC. Motor racingisnotonly a show,
itneedstobealaboratory for new
technology and safety. It would make
the investment for manufacturers
morejustified thanjustforracing.

“Weneed tointroduce some hybrid
technology, clearly yes. The world is
changing, motorindustryis changing,
racingischanging.”

The current World Rally Car
regulation cycle began last season and
whilethere’sadesiretoseethe series
incorporatingalternative energy and
hybrid power, one team manager
admitted there were alternatives with
internal combustion. He said: “Weall
know we have to change things, butis
theretheneed torushtoelectricor
hybrid? There are things we can do
really quite quickly with the current
regulations: cutting the number of
cylinders used on liaison sections, that
kind of thing. The meetingin Geneva

- Could the next-generation
- WRC cars be hybrids?

willbeinterestingand certainly it’s
goingtohelpshapeafuture.”

M-Sport managing director Malcolm
Wilson confirmed to MNearlier
thisyearthatithasalready started
workingon an electricrally car, which
will be capable of competingfor aday
onasinglecharge.

Prodriveisanotherfirm with great
rally heritage thathas already
completed work on alternative energies.

Technical director David Lapworth
told MN: “Ourfirsthybrid electric
project wasin 2004 with road car stuff.
Onthe other side of the [locked] door
we’ve gotan electronic team, we’ve
developed our own DC-to-DC converter,
we’ve got our own software guys; we’ve
justdone adevelopment for Ford on
ahybrid commercial vehicle.

“Wehaven’tdone an out-and-out
racingproject, but we have the
expertisetotakeusinthatdirection.”

Chile’s hopes of a future within the World Rally Championship hinge on a successful candidate event in Concepcion this weekend

The event will be observed by both
the FIA and the WRC Promoter for
both suitability and potential inclusion
onthe 2019 calendar.

Motorsport News understands that the
contract would stretch to a three-year
deal to allow the event to grow within

rounds of the series with the
manufacturers keen not toraise

the current number of rallies. Chile,
along with potential eventsin Japan
and Kenya, would be expected to make
asignificant contribution towards

onthe calendarisrecognition of the
great effort.

“We know we have the strength and
the conditions to make the bigjump
tothe WRC.”

Should Chile be successful inits bid, it
would raise pressure on incumbent

the World championship schedule.
Sebastian Etcheverry, of event
promoter Rally Mobil, said: “We are
experiencingjoy and excitementin
Chile. We arrive here after 18 years of
development and sustained growth, so
we consider the chance toreceive a date

Eighteen years of development hasled
Chileanrallying to this weekend, as
the nation runsits first ever World
Rally Championship candidate event.
Based in Concepcion, the gravel
rally will include seven stages on
Saturday and a further five on Sunday. the WRC’s logistical costs.
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“Neuville just
hates being
beaten by Ogier”

‘Edwards takes a big
win in the BTRDA’

Rallynuts Stages report, p18

5.

Average speeds

are in question
_—

Rally Finland clerk of the course

KaiTarkiainen has talked of
hisfrustrationat current World
Rally Carregulations, which
hesays have forced his team
intoitslatestrouterethink.

The Jyvaskyla-based event
hasditched some of the faster
sectionsof itsroute—including
one of the world’s most famous
stagesin Ouninpohja—to
comply with the FIA’s guidance
onlowering average speeds.

Finland was comfortably the
quickestround of the serieslast
season, with Esapekka Lappi
averaging 78.39mph, compared
with the 72.40mph Thierry
Neuville managed for Rally
Poland, the second-fastest
round of the year.

Tarkiainen told MN: “As much

asIlike the new [World Rally]

car,astheregulation framework

seemstocreateaveryequal
playingfield for all teams and
makes thingsreally interesting

from thefan point of view,Idon’t

like the way the car hasbeen
given toomuch freedomin
aerodynamics and suspension,
toadd somuch tocornering
speed inrelation tothe old
version. Without this, we would

notneed todiscussspeedsatall.”

Tarkiainen questioned -as
have fellow WRC organisers
around the world-the
correlation between alower
average speed and a supposedly
safer event. “We don’thave
anythingagainst the speed

discussion, aslongaseveryone
understands,” said Tarkiainen.
“Average speeditself isnota
very good measure for anything
inrallying. Also, after speaking
with the drivers, they donot
seem tobe worried about it
either.Ithinkitismore
important tomake our
spectators understand the risks
involved [in spectating] and do
ourutmost tokeep themin
designated areas.

“Average speed, assuch, did
notimpact ourroute selection.
Butobviously weneed tolisten
tothe FIA and havinghad many
discussions with Michele
Mouton [WRCmanager],itis
clearthatthey [the FIA]hope we
could find stages where the

speeds would notbeashighasin
thepast.”

Tarkiainen’steam was
criticised for the use of chicanes
toslow the cars—andlower the
average speed—-last season. He
said chicanes won’tbeinplace
thisyear, instead the organisers
will use Y-junctions where
possibleat the July 26-29 event.

Tarkiainenisconfident his
teamhasproduced a challenging
route within the FIA constraints
—especially with the use of
Ruuhimakifor the powerstage.

Headded: “We have anew bit
atthestart whichisreally
technical, soit willgivea
different kind of challenge. And
justwaituntil you see theflying
finish -it will be exactly that!”

Ostberg in his Escort 1£S

Mads Ostherg on the verge of expanded Citroen WRC agreement

Mads Ostbergis expected to
announce planstoreturntoa
third factory Citroen C3 WRC.
The Norwegian, who was
drivinga Ford Escort RS1800for
thefirsttime atlast weekend’s
Rally Otago, has been workingon
anagreement with Citroen since
hereturnedtotheteamand
finished sixth on Rally Sweden.

Ostbergsaid at thetime he
wanted to do more WRC events,
butit was amatter of pullinga
dealtogether. It’'s understood that
Ostbergcouldbeback outina C3
asearly as Portugal -the scene of
hisonly WRC win to date.
Sardinia, Finland and GBareall
eventsfavoured by both parties to
field athird car.

Ostberg’s New Zealand outing
was delayed by suspension failure
—which was fixed stage-side by a
steel postand a weldingmachine.

“Wemanaged tofind afarmer
andfix the suspension,” said
Ostberg, who then setfastest time
ontheremainingfour stages.
“I'veenjoyed the event, but now
welook to therest of the season.”

Suspension test

key for Citroen

This week could be pivotal to
Citroen’s WRC challenge as
thefirmtestsrevised
suspension partsonits C3.
New suspension geometry
ispart of an ongoing process
of developmentand findinga
sweet spot with the new set-up
would offer Kris Meeke and
Craig Breen hope at next
week’sRally Argentina, an
event where they were both
forced off the road because
of the car set-uplast year.
Team principal Pierre
Budarsaid: “We willdo some
teststo know if we go with
someimprovementsin
Argentina. This should be
quiteabigstep, it’s supposed
tobe. We have expectation
from this test, we hope it will
work becauseit could be quite
important. The new geometry
should give us some more
possibility with the car.”
Stability from therear of the
C3WRChasbeenanissue
sincethecar’sarrival atthe
start of last season. Work on
thetorque splitter and the
addition of Ohlins dampers
have already gone some way
to curing some of thoseills.

Paddon stuns with

record NZ rally win

Hayden Paddon put his World
Rally Championship absence to
theback of hismind todelivera
record-breakingwin atlast
week’s Rally Otago.

Driving hisown i20 AP4+ rally
car, Paddon and co-driver John
Kennardnotonly won every one
of the 17stages on New Zealand’s
SouthIsland, butthey setnew
records forall 17 as well. The Kiwi
pair won the event by 8m27.7s.

“Thewinis greatfor the carand
greatfor Hyundai,” said Paddon.
“I'mbackintherally groove,
makingpacenotes, listening to
pacenotes, preparation, and
allthatside of things. It doesn’t
matterifit's WRC or NZRC, the

Hayden Padd obliterated all stage recordsin hislatest outing

way you prepareis very similar
andit’'simportant tobedoingiton
aregular basis. The whole purpose
of the NZRC campaign isto keep
my eyeinand tofurther develop
the New Zealand Hyundai AP4+
car.Regardless of what any other
competitorsare doing, our priority
this weekend was tofocus on our

own stagesand I know when
I'vedoneagood orabadstage.”

Paddon’snextrally willbe
Whangarei, New Zealand’s Asia
Pacific Rally Championship
round, on May 5/6. After that,
Paddon headsnorth to Europe
forRally of Portugal, hisreturn
to WRC duty.

DaniSordorounded
offabusyweek-in
which he finished

the Tour de Corse and
tested his Hyundai
i20 Coupe WRC for
Rally Argentina-by

poppingintoseehis
old rally mate Petter
Solberg at the opening
World RX round of the
season in Barcelona.
Solberg finished fifth
aftera collision.

@,

urns out Colin Clark might be right.
I¥'s not unheard of for my fellow
Motorsport News columnist and

I to disagree about the reading of
arally. Reading his words from the
Tourde Corse, I simply couldn’tsee
the source of his praise for Thierry Neuville.

| dug deeper, dropped a morning on his onboards
from the French island and grudgingly agreed with the
all-seeing Scot. Neuville put it on the line in Corsica.

He earned his third and so, with hindsight, I'll add
an extra couple of points to his mark out of 10.

He's now officially on an eight.

Trouble is with Thierry, he can be difficult to read. He
sees himself as Sebastien Ogier's absolute equal and
the man most likely to end the Frenchman's run towards
asixth title. And he hates being beaten by him.

Neuville has a world champion attitude and approach,
which means his primary interest is in himself. Not
the team. Is that wrong? From the team'’s perspective,
almost certainly. But let's be honest, beyond Dani
Sordo, I'm not sure there’s a genuine team playerin
the World Rally Championship.

Hyundai's 20 Coupe WRC was a world away from
where it should have been at round four. There was no
stability or consistency in the car. If adriver wanted a
result, they were going to have to earn it. Only Neuville
was willing to risk everything in pursuit of that result.
Sordo's reluctance to push in compromised machinery
is well documented, but a by-product of that is finishing
inthe points on 111 of his 155 starts in the World
Rally Championship.

Andreas Mikkelsen went down the same road as
Sordo in Corsica. But this wasn't unchartered territory
forthe similarly likeable Norwegian. Remember Poland
lastyear?

When it comes to driving around a problem, Neuville
definitely has the edge over his team-mates. And
it could be that — and the speed he showed to win
Sweden earlier this season — that keeps himin the
race for this year's title.

But, any 2018 title hope needs to be underpinned by
far more consistency and reliability from the Korean
manufacturer. Don't forget, Neuville's Tour de Corse
started in the worst possible fashion; brake problems on
amodern day World Rally Car are a bit of an issue
wherever they come, butin Corsica, they're a flat-out
nightmare. Even worse whenthey comeina
confidence-shattering firstloop on the first day.

Neuville demonstrated exceptional self-confidence
and complimentary conviction in the team to climb
aboard the i20 and put it on the door handles first time
outinthe afternoon.

Bravo Thierry. Good spot Colly boy.

Now, a clarification is needed. Apparently. Some
people read my driver-by-driver report on Elfyn Evans as
being overly critical of Phil Mills. | was mistakenly
interpreted as blaming Mills for Evans missing out on his
chance to challenge Ogier. That simply wasn't the case.
As anybody who knows this sport is aware, Corsicais an
event which commands 100 per cent confidence and
familiarity in every aspect of the car-crew combination.
Not having Dan Barritt alongside him compromised
Evans’ effort. That was my point. Mills' ability, as a world
champion and Tour de Corse winner, is beyond
question. And he's to be absolutely admired for
stepping back into the seat at the last minute.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Llewellin wins gold
Ford Escort Mk2 driver and world-
class clay pigeon shooter Ben
Llewellin, son of double British Rally
champion David Llewellin, haswon a
silver medalin the Men's Skeet
Shooting at the Commonwealth
Games at the Gold Coast, Australia.
The 23-year old is ranked fifthin the
world in the shotgun discipline.

Rally cancelled

Due to run last Saturday, the
Memorial Gardens Stages had
to be cancelled. Organised by
Condor Motor Sports Club, the
RM Condor Memorial Garden
Stages Rally was a victim of
poor weather conditions which
affected the country a month
ago. Some sections of the
Tarmac perimeter roads
suffered badly from frosts to
the extent that the organisers
thought they could be
cardamaging. The event

was due to be the third round
of the Scottish Tarmack

Rally Championship.

New Epynt event
Anew event for naturally aspirated
two-wheel-drive cars will run over
Epynt on July 7. The Griffin Motor
Club has inaugurated the event,
which has already received a number
of high-profile entries, including
multiple Epynt winner Damian Cole
in his Ford Escort Mk2. The event
will feature 10 stages over the
military ranges in a compact route.
Regulations and more details are
available via griffinmotorclub.co.uk.

Straker to rally

EcoBoost Darrian

Multiple national rally winner
Mark Straker will returnfroma
two-year hiatus as hisnew-build
revolutionary Darrianisready
forRally Tendringand Clacton.

Straker, who has won events
such as the Wexford Stages in
Ireland and the Epynt-based
Harry Flatters Rally, has swapped
the Millington power in his T90
foral.6-litre Ford EcoBoost unit
witha34mmrestrictor.

“It’sthe same car and the same
chassis,” explained Straker.
“Buttheonly thingremaining
isthe gearbox andthetub.It’s
aground-breakingbuild.

“This will be the proof of
whether torque is what you want
inrallying. The EcoBoosthasa
lot more torque butless power
than the Millington.”

Thecar-builtin conjunction
with SBD Motorsport—hasanew
ECU, which allows Strakerto
changeboostlevelsand vary
torquedelivery based on the
amount of available grip.

Becausetheenginehasstandard
internals, itis unlikely toneed
rebuilding often. The only change
isthedrysump and a different
turboand direct fuel injection.

Straker won’t testthe machine
before the Tendring event.

LANDMABRK"

Firsteven?@n_‘ Tiiew legislation runs on Sunday - 3

Evans heads the
field in Clacton

By Jack Benyon

New Motor Sports Association
chairman David Richards has
described this weekend’s Rally
Tendring and Clactonas a
“landmark” event, the firstto run
under new closed-road legislation.

In April2017 alaw was passed which
places the authority to grant a closed-road
permittothe MSA —thesport’s governing
body inthe UK -and thelocal government
authorityrelated tothe event.

The Chelmsford Motor Club will be
thefirsteventtorun under the new

legislation, with a45-mile asphalt rally
ontheroads of the Tendring peninsula
inthe south-east of the UK.

“This weekend’s Corbeau Seats Rally
Tendring & Clacton will be alandmark
event for UK motorsport,” said Richards.
“After yearsof campaigning, the MSA
and event organisers can now take
motorsporttothe people, engaging
withnew audiences and deliveringa
real boost tolocal communities.

“Wemust give credit to Chelmsford
MCforleading the way and getting this
initiative off the ground justayear
after the new legislation was passed.”

T
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\ENTRY LIST
| RallyTendring and Clacton, April 22, Clacton
- Melvyn Evans/Sean Hayde SubaruImprezaS12B WRC
) _' Damian Cole/Jamie Edwards Ford FiestaRS WRC

Kevin Procter/Andrew Roughead

Ford Fiesta S2000 Turbo

Hugh Hunter/Rob Fagg

Ford FiestaRS WRC

Thomas Preston/Carl Williamson

Skoda Fabia R5

Meirion Evans/Jonathan Jackson

Ford Fiesta R5

Jamie Jukes/James Morgan

Mitsubishi Mirage

Mark Straker/Michael Coady

Darrian T90 GT

Michael O'Brien/Mark Glennerster

Ford Fiesta

= O 0IN|oO oA IN|—=

Chris West/Keith Hounslow

Peugeot 306 Maxi

Theevent takes place on Sunday
April 22, and features stages which will
‘surprise’ competitors, according to
event director Tony Clements, aregular
competitorinhisownright.

“They arenice, flowing stages. They’re
challengingin their own way,” said
Clements. “Ithink the competitors
will be pleasantly surprised at how
challengingthe stagesare.

“The stage alongthe estuary will be
more difficult than people are expecting.”

Carnumber onefor the eventis Melvyn
Evans, who will drive the Subaru Impreza
S12B WRC which has won the Donegal

Rally for the past two years, and claimed
therecent Tour of Epynt Rally. Multiple
MSA Asphalt Rally champion Damian
Cole, regular event winner Kevin Procter
and Manx regular Hugh Hunter follow
inatrioof Ford Fiestas. Newly-crowned
MN Circuit Rally champion Chris

West rounds out thetop10in his

Peugeot 306 Maxi.

Spectatorsare welcome atthe event,
butthere are only two spectator areas
wherefansareallowed. Formore
information on where those spectator
pointsare, visit corbeauseatsrally.co.uk/
spectators-2.

Photos: Writtle Photographic, John Fife, Jakob Ebre:

Pearson and Armstrong return to hattle in Scottish Championship

Jock Armstrongand Garry
Pearson will rekindle their
Scottish Rally Championship
title battle from 2016 this weekend
on the Speyside Stages.

Bothdrivers’titlehopes have
been boosted by the cancellation
of the previous round, the Border
Counties Rally. Both would have
missed the eventand dropped
pointsto competitors.

Armstrongreturnsaftera
six-month ban for exposinghis
backside toa competitor onthe
Solway Coast Rally in 2017
while marshalling.

“Evenif the Border Counties was
stillinit would have been a tight
racetotheendanyway,” said
Armstrong, who won thetitlein
2015and 2016 against Pearson.
“He [Pearson] was testing down

in Wales so he’s obviously
committinghimself toit.

“If youhave a good test your
confidenceishigh.

“There’s been supportfrom the
community and frominrallying
about what happened [the ban]
and what should have happened
in hindsight, at the end of the day
it’shappened.

“It’sbeenawhileandIdon’t
want tomake any predictions but
hopefully we’llbe on the pace.”

Pearson broke hisleftlegin two
placesin January,and while he
acknowledges he won’t be at his
bestin Elgin, he’shopingtobank
some points. He didn’t compete
inafull season of SRC for budget
reasonsin2017.

“I'mhopingI’l1 be 90-95 per cent
competitive compared tonormal,”

said Pearson, who usually left-foot
brakes. “I'm making progress
week on week. The biggest thing
isthemuscles and tendons haven’t
been used for three months.

“Pushingon the brake pedal,
I'mnot gettingenough power
throughit.Icanuseitforlight
brakingbutif I'm hard braking
Thave touse myright foot.”

Armstrong was banned

£

Person broke his lg I
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Speyside Stages, Scottish Rally Championship, April 21, Elgin

Pearsonlooked set to win the 2016 POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR
title butretired on the penultimate 1 David Bogie/John Rowan Skoda Fabia R5
stage of the finalround of the SRC 2 |Jock Armstrong/Cameron Fair SubaruImpreza
when he had an exhaust problem. 3 | Garry Pearson/Paula Swinscoe Ford Fiesta R5

Bothdriversfaceastrugglefor 4 | Andrew Gallacher/Jane Nicol Ford Focus WRC
outright victory on the event, 5 | Rhys Yates/AlexLee Skoda Fabia R5
astheevent’smostsuccessful 6 | Bruce McCombie/Michael Coutts Mitsubishi Lancer E9
driver returnsforashotat 7 | Mark McCullough/Michael Henry Ford Fiesta R5
hisninth win. Five-time SRC 8 | Donnie MacDonald/Andrew Falconer | Mitsubishi Lancer E9
champion David Bogie has 9 | Freddie Milne/Patrick Walsh Subarulmpreza WRC
thenumber one on his car andis 10 | Steven Clark/Paul Gribben Mitsubishi Lancer ES

thefavourite for top honours.
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Rallycrossregular Andy
Scotthaspurchased a Ford
FiestaR5,and will debut
the carinBarbados.
The61-year-old ended arally
hiatus of over 15 years by
competingonlast year’sRally
Barbados, which had over40
competitorsfromthe UK and
Irelandin2017.
Afterdrivinga Ford Escort
MK1, Scott wanted astepupin
machinery for hisreturn.

“Weenjoyed the whole
eventand the spectatorsare
unbelievable,’'mlooking
forward to gettingback and
competingthereagain,” said
Scott. “Last year when we were
havingelectrical trouble, a
spectator gave us the battery
outof hiscarontheside of the
road. They really do get behind
you,it’'sagreatatmosphere and
the chanceforaholiday atthe
sametime.”

Kristoffersson avoids |
the chaos in Spain’
World Rallycross report, p28

‘f_._ ;

Scott was persuaded torally by
rallycrossfriend Kevin Procter,
whoisaregularrally competitor
and has been competingin
Barbadosfor overadecade.

Forhisfirstevent, Scott will
competeinthe Carter’s Pit
Stop Stageson April22asa
warm-up for the Caribbean’s
biggest event, Rally Barbados
ondJunel-3.

“There’sa possibility we’ll
leave the car there [in Barbados]

| Fiesta is on the
- way to Caribbean

asthere’sarallylaterinthe year
on Martinique we might goand
do,or wemay bringthe car
home and dosomethingat
homewithit,” headded.
Scottownsthe Albatec
rallycrossteam whichrunsa
Peugeot 208 for Mark Higgins
inthe British Rallycross
Championship. Higgins
won the second round of
the championship earlier
thismonth.

New Michelin tyre

for two-wheel drives

Off the back of developmentin
the Motorsport News Circuit
Rally Championship, Michelin
hascreateda15-inchtyre
specifically for Ford Escort
Mk2sinthe UK and Ireland.
Tan Woodhouse-whodrovea
Ford Escort Mk2tothe 2016/17
Motorsport News Championship
—carried out some testing work
for the tyre manufacturerlast
year. Off theback of that, the
French firm hasintroduced a
tyre with the same FIA tread
patternasitusesin the World
Rally Championship.
Themove will benefit Escort
competitorsinthe Michelin Cup
whichrunsaspartof the MN
Circuit Rally Championship,
the winner of which isawarded
12tyresandafreeentrytothe
season opener of thefollowing
year’schampionship.
Thetyresare15inchesin

Woodhouse has tested tyres

diameter. Michelin’s Motorsport
manager for the UK and Ireland
Tim Hoare said: “It’satyre [size]
we stopped doingbecause
demand had faded, butnow
Escorttyresareindemand
from everywhere from
AustraliatoBarbados.
“It’'sacompletely new tyre
which uses the FIA tread pattern
and construction, it’saslightly
bigger version of the R2tyre.
It’sroadlegalas well.”

Greer sticks with
Fiesta for Pirelli

Jonny Greer will stick with
aFord FiestaR5 for the
Pirelli International Rally,
despite his Citroen DS 3R5
being ready.

Outingsin the DS 3 were
delayed due to difficulty
obtaining parts, but after
tworalliesin the Fiesta,
Greer and co-driver Kirsty
Riddick will giveitarun
on gravel before possibly
returning to the French
machine for the Rally of
the Lakes the weekend
following. “The Citroen’s
finished now, it had its first
shakedown last Friday,” said
Greer. “We’re sticking with
the Fiesta for the Pirelli, we
think the Fiesta will be the
stronger package on gravel.

“We want to see where the

Greer switches from DS 3

carisaton gravel as well.
Killarney the weekend
after, we’ll probably be
back in the Citroen if
everythingisready.”

Greerisstill hoping to
switch to a Citroen C3R5
when the new car becomes
available. It debuted on
the Tour de Corse earlier
this month.

The Pirelli, on April 28,
has attracted 11 R5s so far.

Shackleton Rally event gets organiser support despite lower than expected entry level

Organisers behind this
weekend’s all-new Shackleton
Rallyinsist the clubman
event will take place despite
total entries beinglower

than expected.

Inthe past few seasonsit has
managed to attract high-profile
drivers such as five-time West
Cork Rally winner Donagh
Kelly, and Irish Tarmac

Championship regular Desi
Henry, to the event.
Atthetime of goingto press,
little more than 30 crews had
registered their interestin the
rally, which is moving from St
Colum’s Park in Londonderry
to Shackleton in Ballykelly.
These include Paul Rowley,
who will debut his new R5-spec
Ford Fiesta, Seamus Morris

inaDarrian GTR, Marty
McKenna in a Ford Fiesta
World Rally Car, and the
returning PJ McDermott,
who will drive a Subaru
Impreza World Rally Car.
“Entries have been unusually
slow,” said clerk of the course,
Declan McCay, “particularly
asthere have been two other
events before ours,and a

relatively large national event
in the shape of the Monaghan
Stages Rally is taking place
the day after.”

Afterthe DogLeap Stages
and the end-of-season Turkey
Run, the Shackleton Rally
becomes the third competition
promoted by Maiden City
Motor Club to run out of the
former RAF base.
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THE STRAIGHT-TALKING SCOT
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“A lack of i««ﬁ“\.
marshalsisa = '
real problem”

hereis currently much
whispering amongst the trees
about theimminent demise of
special stage rallying as we
know it. If it happens, it won’t
simply be down to a matter of
cost, orlack of competitors, or even the lack
of knowledgeable organising teams.

It might be much simpler than that. Not enough
marshals. Orto be more accurate, not enough
accredited marshals.

Unlike single-venue events, such as motor racing
andrallycross, the use of multi-venue events
creates huge logistical problems for competition
organisers. Strict rules and regulations have to
be observed when planning rally routes and
engaging the appropriate number of marshals
for each section.

That was bad enough, now the pressure is on
to deploy trained and accredited marshals. The
trouble is there aren't yet enough of them.

We have to accept that we now live in alitigious
society, so in order to protect themselves sports
governing bodies (not just motorsports) and
insurance companies are seeking ways to ‘lessen
the risk’ hence the idea of registration and training.

Rallying has to accept that this willhappen and on
that basis must prepare foritif it is to survive.

Up here in the far north, we had to endure the long
and painful process of a Fatal Accident Inquiry last
year out of which came a list of recommendations
and requests. This has been incorporated into
current event planning.

God forbid there should be another such
happening. There will be certain sectors of
public life and protest groups keen to exploit
any shortcomings in the organisation and the
manning of such an event.

Hence the requirement for ‘qualified’ marshals,
it's not just a question of numbers. We need to
attract, enthuse, retain and train more dedicated
volunteers than ever before.

The Scottish Association of Motor Sport Clubs
already has an MSA supported training scheme
with afull calendar of events, but there appears
to be areluctance, or apathy,amongst clubs
andindividuals to sign up to it, hence the need
foraconcerted nation-wide push.

The MSA needs to take the lead. Although the
MSA back ‘Volunteers in Motorsport' initiative is
agreatresource, it needs to be more proactive.
Social mediais vital these days but amateur clubs
need guidance and support. Also, clubs and events
would benefit from financial assistance to spread
the message amongst spectators and bystanders.

The current MSA scheme provides marshals with
aworthwhile ‘pack’ when they sign up. Good idea.
But that should only be the start. We need to make
them feel they belong and encourage them to
progress. Even if that means offering them a
contribution towards travel costs and perhaps
help with hi-viz weather proof clothing —and maybe
even an allowance for midge/mosquito repellent!

Such an extensive training scheme will be costly,
but what's the answer — professional marshals?

L/
<% AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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TITANICBATTLEENDS WITH
FIRST MN WINFOR EDWARD

MOTORSPORT NEWS CIRCUIT
A RALLY CHAMPIONSHIPWINNERS

<

SMC Stages Rally Ford Escort Mk2battlers Mark Kelly - who

Organiser: Stockport 061 MC When: April 15 Where: Ty Croes, Anglesey
Circuit Championships: Motorsport News Circuit Rally Championship
Stages: 8 Starters: 61.

The SMC Stages signals the end of
the Motorsport News Circuit Rally
Championship, but with the overall
title decided the battle forvictory
was no less fraught. Victory went the
way of Bruce Edwards from new

MN series champion Chris West.

West had sealed the championship on the
previous weekend’s Alan Healy Memorial
Stagesat Cadwell Park, but the 27-year-old
was out to prove that it wouldn’t have
mattered if he’d needed thefinal round
totake the championship ornot.

Andthe Anglesey spectators couldn’t
have been treated to amore committed
display of drivingthan West and Scotsman
Edwards, who steers his Darrian with
flair on any event he competesin.

Hislastevent wasat Snetterton in2017,
which he should have won had he not
checkedintoastagelate withmechanical
trouble. With his car rebuilt and refettled,

' hewasouttoprovethat-should he choose
to—he’llbeacandidatefor next year’s
championship crown.

Heproved as much with his performance
through the day. The pair were never
separated by more than four seconds on
any stage, and both won three stages.
Havingtied on SS5, West then took three
seconds out of Edwards on the penultimate
testtolead by asolitary second heading
intothedecider. It wastense.

- Westlamented his worn tyres—he’d
scraped, begged, borrowed and pleaded
toeven gettothe Anglesey round-and
dropped four seconds handing Edwards
afirst win in the championship.

Neither were fastest on the last stage
though. That honour went to Pete Smithin
hisex-Mexicanreservoir/Ott Tanak Ford
FiestaRS WRC. A chunk out of the bumper
signified Smith’slevel of enthusiasm.

In an epicbattle for fourth and for second
inthe championship overall, perennial

hasbeen one of the pleasant surprisesin his
first seasoninthe series, winning at Brands
Hatch -fought with outgoing champion Ian
Woodhousein a similar car. Despite playing
with suspension settings, once they were
correct Kelly looked the better package
totake the position and secondinthe
championship. The evergreen Bob

Fowden and previous Anglesey winner

Wil Owen sealed the top seven.

With thelast round of the championship,
there were prizes to be won. Class A went to
the Ford Ka of Aaron Rix, after taking 35th
overall on the event. Class Bwenttothe
likeable Paul Sheard at the third year of
tryinginhisrare Mazda MX-5 MK1, and
Class Cwentto Escort Mk2 driver Dane
Walker. He also won the Protyre Challenge,
earningfour tyres, and finished second to
Woodhouse in the Michelin Cup. That
brings histotal up to 12tyresforthe year.

Ciro Carannante—who wins MN’s award
forthe most eclectic year in machinery,
switchingfrom a40-year-old BMW 3 Series
toaPorsche Cayman, wins Class D1
courtesy of the top three class winners
claimingoverall honours.

D2went toJohn Stone and the Legend
FiresRally team, although hedidn’t
competeinthefinal round after damage
from Cadwell Park.

Competitors praised the event, which
joined the calendar with just a few weeks
preparation time. Asthe championship’s
reserveevent, itslotted in toreplace
Donington, which was cancelled in
March due tobad weather. Championship
co-ordinator Darren Spann commented:
“Considering we drafted itinlate, Stockport
061 Motor Clubdid afantasticjob.”

Results

1 Bruce Edwards/Jim Smith (Darrian T90 GTR) 44m29s;

2 Chris West/ Keith Hounslow (Peugeot 306 Maxi) +3s; 3 Peter Smith/
John Millington (Ford Fiesta RS WRC); 4 Mark Kelly/Andy Baker (Ford
Escort MK2); 5 lan Woodhouse/Jason Leaf (Escort Mk2); 6 Bob Fowden/
Paul Fowden (Subaru Impreza 811 WRC); 7 Wil Owen/ Paul Maund
(Escort Mk2); 8 Eric Roberts/Merfyn Williams (Escort Mk2); 9 Mike
Taylor/ Cat Lund (Talbot Sunbeam Lotus); 10 Michael Jewell/ Dan
Johnson (Subaru Impreza). Class winners: David McMullan/Marc

Melhuish (Vauxhall Nova); Malcolm/Rhys Jones (Peugeot 207); Roberts/
Williams; Edwards/Smith; Smith/ Millington.

07033"057 CIRCUIT RALLY

. West was second
) ahead of Smith

CHAMPIONSHIP

N ASSOCIATION WITH m

Class A: Aaron Rix (Ford Ka)

Class B: Paul Sheard (Mazda MX-5)

Class C: Dane Walker (Ford Escort Mk2)
Class D1: Ciro Carannante (Porsche Cayman)

Class D2: John Stone (Ford Fiesta S2500 Millington)

Overall: Chris West/Keith Hounslow (Peugeot 306

Maxi)

Michelin Cup: lan Woodhouse (Ford Escort Mk2)

Protyre Challenge: Dane Walker
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. Bruce Edwards

~ returned to MN series

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

McCormack wins in County Cork

Moonraker Forest Rally

By MartinWalsh

Organiser: Munster CCWhen: April 14

Where: Ballyvourney, County Cork Championships: lrish
Forest Rally Championship; South-East Championship
Stages:8 Starters:84.

Onashortopeningstage, atwo-
second margin covered a quartet of
drivers and offered the prospect of
athrillingbattlein the Moonraker
Forest Rally, round three of the
Irish Forest Rally Championship.

However, within one further
stage, Marty McCormack and
co-driver David Moynihan were
28.9seconds ahead in their Skoda
FabiaR5,and wentontowinas
their threerivalsall hit trouble
onthesecond test.

McCormack/Moynihan finished
25.3sin front of new IFRC series
leaders, New York-based Barry
McKenna (Ford Fiesta R5)and
co-driver Leon Jordan. Josh
Moffett (FiestaR5) and co-driver
Ger Conway were 46.3s further
behind in third.

AsMcCormack powered ahead
early on, Moffettlost four-wheel
drive, and pre-event seriesleader
Andrew Purcell (FiestaR5)lost
overaminute with a problematic
steeringrack and differential
problems, later retiring. McKenna
spun and his Fiesta cut out on
two separate occasions.

On aBritish Rally Championship
shakedown forthe Pirelliatthe
end of the month, McCormack
signed off in style with two fastest
stage times. McKenna impressed
insecond ahead of Moffett.

Gerard Lucey (Mitsubishi)edged
out Stephen McCann (Fiesta S2000)
on thefinal stage for fourth. Having
lost time with a puncture on SS4,
Connor McCloskey (Fiesta R5+)
withdrew prior tothe final stage.

Eoighan Rogers (Mitsubishi) won
GpN, while Shane McGirr took
two-wheel-drive honours. Derek
Mackarel (Vauxhall Nova) was the
top Junior and for the third time
this season, Mayo’s Jason Murphy
(Peugeot 107) won the Junior 1000s.

""Tf“_'& ey - _:'e'ﬁ - L iy = .. -:'
Marty McCormack beat strong opposition in County Cork
Results Civic); Rogers/ McCrudden (Lancer E9); McCormack/

1 Marty McCormack/ David Moynihan (Skoda Fabia R5)
41m27.4s; 2 Barry McKenna/ Leon Jordan (Ford Fiesta R5)
+25.3s; 3 Josh Moffett/ Ger Conway (Ford Fiesta R5); 4
Gerard Lucey/JJ Cremin (Mitsubishi Lancer E8); 5 Stephen
McCann/Kaine Treanor (Fiesta S2000); 6 Eoighan Rogers/
Paddy McCrudden (Lancer E9); 7 Donall Sweeney/Stephen
0'Hanlon (Lancer E6); 8 Michael Carbin/ Conor Mohan
(Lancer EA); 9 David Guest/Jonathan McGrath (Lancer E9);
10 Enda McCormack/ Colin Fitzgerald (Fiesta R5).

Class winners: Barry Hennessy/Steven Scallan (Honda

Moynihan; McCann/Treanor (Fiesta $2000); Dean
Humphrey/ Nigel Brennan (Vauxhall Corsa); Mike Garahy/
larla McCarthy (Escort Mk2); Ruairi Maguire/ Grace 0'Brien
(Corsa); James Dunphy/Shane Gazely (Toyota Corolla);
Emmet Cronin/Seamus McTigue (Escort Mk2); Shane
McGirr/ Eamonn Hayes (Toyota Starlet); Mickey Conlon/
Ciaran McPhillips (Escort Mk2); Niall Turley/Andrew
Wedlock (Subaru Impreza); Derek Mackarel/ Muireann
Hayes (Vauxhall Nova); Lucey/ Cremin; Jason Murphy/
Matthew Murphy (Peugeot 107).

Andy Pullan took his third
straight win on his home
club’slikley Jubilee Rally,
on this occasion he was
partnering Paul Crosby.

The pairhad been in third
place after the opening two
regularities, but charged into
aleadthey weren'tto lose.
They finished over half-a-
minute clear of the field.

Paul Hernaman and lan
Crammond/Matthew Vokes
both led at certain points during
the opening road sections but
fellback later in the day. John
Abel/Mark Appleton finished
second having closed the
gap slightlyto the leaders
towards the end of the rally.

The Rally of Derbyshire
was won by the Subaru
Impreza of Guy Robinson and
Max Freeman. The rally was
run in Staffordshire for the first
time inits 44-year history. Just
one second separated Jon
Bossen/Shaun Hughes in
second place from Richard

Hill/Sasha Heriot.
Ian Mills

Results

likley Jubilee Rally

Organiser: llley & District Motor Club
When: April 15 Where: Yorkshire

Route: 145 miles and 10 tests Starters: 62.
1 Paul Crosby/Andy Pullan (Porsche 911)
3m13s; 2 John Abel/ Mark Appleton
(Sunbeam Tiger) +37s; 3 Darell Staniforth/
Nicky Staniforth (Mini Cooper S); 4 John
Haygarth/ David Taylor (Opel Kadett Rallye);
5 Dave Leadbetter/ Cath Woodman

(BMW 2002); 6 Clive Martin/Anji Martin
(Ford Escort).

Class winners: John Wolstenhulme/Alistair
Wolstenhulme (Porsche 911); Martin/ Martin.

Rally of Derbyshire

Organiser: Matlock Motor Club

When: April 14/15 Where: Staffordshire
Championships: ANCC, ANWCC &
ANEMMC Route: 120 miles Starters: 48.
1 Guy Robinson/Max Freeman (Subaru
Impreza) 8m19s; 2 Jon Bossen/Shaun
Hughes (Ford Escort) +1m13s; 3 Richard
Hill/Sasha Heriot (Peugeot 106); 4 Matt
Flynn/Rob Bryn Jones (Proton Satria);

5 Bevan Blacker/ Niall Frost (Peugeot

106); 6 Matthew Jones/Richard Morris
(Vauxhall Astra).

Class winners: David Pedley/ Grace Pedley
(Mazda MX-5); lan Houston/ Craig Hardman
(Suzuki Swift).
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Edwards’ crushing pace continues in Wales. By Simon Gronow

EDWARDS GOES RALLYNUTS
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Francis is adapting to Fiesta

T

Edwards takes Welsh win

Thetop twoin the main event outright,
Matt Edwards and Luke Francis, earned
thesamehonoursin the Welsh Stage Rally
Championship asitheld its second round
of the season.

Hugh Hunter, who took third on the
Cambrian, repeated thatfeat but was
the highest of the Cambrian driverson
thisevent, usurping Julian Reynolds,
whohad beaten Hunter on the lastevent.

Cavefinished fifth ahead of the Englands,
while seventh was Dylan Davies.

Group Nrunners Tom Naughton/Will
Rogers were slowed early on with adamaged
catalytic converter. Recovering, they won
the class ahead of Wug Utting/Bob Stokoe,
whofelt their SubaruImpreza’s new engine
wasn’t as powerful as the previous one.

Paul Davy/Roger Allan had been leading
the class beforeretiring their Impreza on SS5
when they went off followinga tyre blowout.

Max Utting/Mike Ainsworth led the two-
wheel-drive runners home, while behind
them there was a good fight for second.

Owen McMackin/Lee Taylor lost second
after adecision to change to softer tyresfor
thelast three stages proved disastrousfor
their Ford Escort Mk2. They were overtaken
by RobDennis/Andy Boswell. Their Escort’s
alternator was held in place with a block of
wood when the bracket failed on the car.

fter failing to take
agoodresulton
the firstround of
the BTRDA series
duetoacrashon
the Cambrian
rally, Matt
Edwardsand Darren Garrod
made amendsin the best possible
manner by winning the Rallynuts
Stagesin their Ford FiestaR5.

The pair were fastest on each of the
seven special stages, taking their first
BTRDA wininthe process, having
won 12 of the 14 stages over the first
tworallies of the year.

Ononly theirsecond eventin a Fiesta
RS WRC, Luke Francis/John Roberts
were pleased tofinish in second place,
asPaul Bird/Jack Morton rounded off
the top three in their Ford Focus WRC.

Surprisingly, given the amount of
raininthe preceding week, the stages
were far drier than expected, which
caughtout many when it came
totyrechoice.

Edwards certainly didn’tgetit wrong,
doingexactly thesame ashedid on the
Cambrian. He took over a second per
mile out of hisnearest challenger,
emergingfrom the openingtestin
Crychan with a 12-secondlead.

r .'r

Hefollowed this up with fastest times
intheshorter Cefnand Gwibedog
teststoarriveatfirstservice witha
useful 19slead.

“There’snothingI want to change,
thecar’sallgood,” theleader said.
Hisissues, he said, were more of
hismaking, citing fluency errors.

“I'mmissing braking points, or
brakingtooearly andreactingto
thingsrather than being proactive,”
heconfessed. Fastesttimeon the
following Radnor testindicated he
was beingharsh on himself.

Also content with their position were
second-placed Francis/Roberts.

The pairarestill adapting to their new
car having switched from a Mitsubishi
Lancer E9, findingit very loose at
therear, and theylost time at some

of thejunctions.

“I'mnotsureif it’sthecarorme,I
think I'm beingtoo aggressive, it’'sa
massive difference to the Mitsubishi,”
admitted Francis.

“Brakingearlier and beingneater
seems to be workingbetter.” Constant
second fastesttimesindicated thathe
was getting the hang of things.

“They were good stages, I'm happy
enough for now, a top-threefinishisthe
aimtoday,” Bird advised when heand

Mortonreturned toservice. The Ford
Focus WRCO07 crew were in third having
been among the top four on each stage.
Hefollowed this up with third-fastest
time in Radnor, which hefeltin places
was “toofast-it’s scary stuff. The car’s
good, butthere’s plenty of timeleftin
thedriver!”

Off toagood start was Hugh Hunter/
RobFaggwithaquick timeonSS1,
although running wide on a hairpin
inhis Fiesta RS WRCin Cefn had cost
abitof time. Hunter was even happier
following Radnor.

“Iloved every minute of that, it was
everythinga forest stage should be,”
heenthused. He was glad tobein the
mix infourth place,9sdown on Bird,
although hefelthe was “goingto have
togosometocatch him”.

For hisfirst outingthis year, Tom
Cave dusted off his SubaruImprezaand
with his friend Dale Bowen alongside
for thefirst time, Cave’saim was “to
muscle our way between the WRCs”.

A good start meant the pair werelying
seventh and planning changes

tothe Impreza’s set-up tofind more
traction, as Cave promised “a good
push”in Radnor. Truetohis word,
Cave setfourth-fastest time, moving
up tofifthin the process.

FORFIRSTBTRDAWIN

§ two stages in 2018 BTRDA

Embroiledinagood battle with
Cave were Julian Reynolds and
Patrick Walsh, who were swapping
times with the Subarudriver, the pair
within a handful of seconds of each
otheroneachtest.

“It’salright, abit too steady,Ican’t
seem to getmy brakingright,Idon’t
spend enough timein the car,” was
Reynolds’ appraisal of hismorning.

Reigning BTRDA champions
Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson
were surprised by the conditions.
“It’salotdrierthanIexpected,Thad
the wrongtyreson,and thingsdidn’t
flow,” said Petch. Like Bird, he joked
Radnor was “toofastin places”.

“Ilosttime either brakingtooearly, or
feathering the throttle—there’snolines
tofollow.” A change of tyre was planned
forhis Fiesta WRC for thefinal stages as
he sought toimprove his sixth position.

After theinfamous Radnor, three
more tests awaited, with Gwibedog
and Crychan running for a second
time. Edwards took another 14s out
of Francison thetrio of stages, toseal
thefirst BTRDA win in style, while
fending off many more powerful cars
intheprocess.

“That will do, agood way to take
my first BTRDA win,” said ahappy
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SS1Crychanl
(10.72miles)
Matt Edwards/ Darren
Garrod 10m40s

SS2Cefn
(3.51 miles)
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Edwards/ Garrod 3m39s

S$S3 Gwibedog1
(3.8 miles)
Edwards/ Garrod 3mA2s

SS4Radnor
(10.66 miles)
Edwards/ Garrod 9m29s
$S5Crychan2 (Nissan Micra)
(9.49miles)
Edwards/ Garrod 9m05s

556 Cefn Llwydio
(2.4 miles)
Edwards/ Garrod 2m17s

SST Gwibedog2
(3.8 miles)
Edwards/ Garrod 3m39s

Tom Cave’sScooby

Wheatley topped the Rally First runners in Ford Puma

Gold Star: Matt Edwards/Darren Garrod (Ford Fiesta R5)
Silver Star: Robert Dennis/Andrew Boswell (Ford Escort Mk2)
Production Cup: Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy

(Mitsubishi Lancer EQ)

Historic Cup: Ermie Graham/Robin Kellard (Escort RS1600)
Rally Firstdriver: Andrew Wheatley (Ford Puma) and Bart Lang

Rally First co-driver: Rhodri Williams (Nissan Micra) and
Sinclair Young (Nissan Micra)

Juniors: Owen McConochie /Rhodri Williams (Micra)
Senior driver: Dave Brick (Corsa)

Senior co-driver: Graeme Wood (Ford Escort Cosworth)
Fiesta ST Trophy: James Giddings/Sion Cunniff

Rallye R2 Cup : George Lepley/Tom Woodburn (Ford Fiesta R2)
1400 overall: Dave/Toby Brick (Vauxhall Corsa)

B14: Matt Edwards/Darren Garrod (Ford Fiesta R5)

B13: Dylan Davies/ Llion Williams (Subaru Impreza)

B12: Owen McMakin/Lee Taylor (Ford Escort Mk2)

B11: Robert Dennis/Andrew Boswell (Ford Escort Mk2)
B10: George Lepley/Tom Woodburn (Ford Fiesta R2)
NR4: Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy (Mitsubishi Lancer E9)
N3: James Giddings/Sion Cunniff (Ford Fiesta ST)

H4: Tom Coughtrie (Mitsubishi Gallant VR4)

H3: Ermie Graham/Robin Kellard (Ford Escort Mk2)

1400C driver: Perry Gardener (Vauxhall Nova)

1400C co-driver: Jane Wright (Ford Ka)

1400S: Dave/Toby Brick (Vauxhall Corsa)

RF2.0 driver: Matt Baddeley (Toyota Corolla)

RF2.0 co-driver: Calvin Hauldsworth (Toyota Corolla)
RF1.4: Bart Lang/Sinclair Young (Nissan Micra)

BTRDA Rally Series, round 2/8, Rallynuts Stages, BuilthWells

POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR | TIME
1 Matt Edwards/Darren Garrod Ford Fiesta R 42m31s
2 | Luke Francis/John H Roberts Ford FiestaRS WRC +40s
3 | Paul Bird/Jack Morton Ford Focus WRCO07 +1m10s
4 | Hugh Hunter/Rob Fagg Ford FiestaRS WRC +1m17s
5 | Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson | Ford FiestaRS WRC +1m18s
6 | Julian Reynolds/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta RS +1m22s
7 | Tom Cave/Dale Bowen Subaru lmpreza +1m24s
8 | Charlie Payne/Carl Williamson Ford FiestaRS WRC +2m12s
9 | Martyn England/Dawn England Ford Fiesta R5+ +2m49s
10 | Dylan Davies/Llion Williams Subaru Impreza +2m55s

E9); 20 Max Utting/ Mike Ainsworth (Fiesta ST MAX).

11 Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy (Mitsubishi Lancer E9); 12 lan Joel/ Graeme Wood (Ford Escort Cosworth); 13 Lawrence Whyte/James
Morgan (Fiesta R5); 14 Tom Naughton/Will Rogers (Lancer E9); 15 Keith Parry/ Eryl Evans (Impreza); 16 Wug Utting/Bob Stokoe (Impreza
N12b); 17 Scott Faulkner/ Gareth Parry (Lancer E9); 18 Graham Coffey/Alex Kihurani (Fiesta RS WRC); 19 Dan Moss/Sam Allen (Lancer

Gold Star points: 1 Bird, 57; 2 Petch, 53; 3 Hunter, 51; 4 Reynolds, 50; 5 Payne, 47; 6 Davies, 46.k

Edwardsashereturned to Builth. “The
carhasbeen perfectall day, 'm glad to get
themonkey off my back with the first win,”
asheand Garrod celebrated their success.

Equally happy was Francis, whohad
been second fastest on two of the three
stagesintheloop.

“I'm chuffed tobits,” hesaid. “Iwas
worried beforehand, buteverythinghas
gone well, and gives me confidence for
thenextevent.Iwasable to back off on
thelastfew with buffer to third.”

Achievinghis aim of a top-three
finish was Bird, despite a couple of
mistakes. A provisional third, together
with maximum points from the first
round, has put Bird in a good
championship position.

A change of tyresforthefinal stages
worked out well for Hunter, who finished
fourth. Hesaid: “It’sbeen a brilliant day,
the car was good, the tyres were brilliant
and the stages were good. 'mreally happy
withfourth onsuchagoodentry.”

Behind Hunter there was a three-way
battle for fifth with Petch and Reynolds
intent on wrestling the position from Cave.
For Petch achange of tyre compounds
reaped dividends, the Fiesta driver setting
third-fastest time through Crychan 2and
only beaten by Edwards on the final test to
takefifth atthefinish. “It’s been better this

afternoon, times are much improved.
Whileit’snot theresultl wanted, Ireally
enjoyed the event,” hesaid.

Alsomovingahead of Cave was
Reynolds, who was “trying harder this
afternoon, although the times aren’t
asgood asIwouldlike”.

Although he had dropped a couple of
places, Cave wasn’t too despondent. “I'm
very happy with my pace, there wasn’t
much left without taking bigrisks,” and
takingthe B13 class wasabonus.

A disappointed Charlie Payne/Carl
Williamson finished in eighth, feeling
their Fiesta RS WRC may be down on
power. The following Martyn and Dawn
England were happy with ninth in their
FiestaR5, finishingjustahead of Dylan
Davies/Llion Williams in their Subaru.

For the second event running, Russ
Thompson/Andy Murphy took the NR4
category in their Mitsubishi Lancer E9,
finishing 11th. Next bestin class was
Tom Naughton, who took 14th.

Theeventresults were initially
provisional due todrugs testingbeing
carried outat the finish. The event
classification was made final on Monday,
but MNunderstandsthatthereisan
outstanding matterrelated to the testing
process, and the matter is being dealt with
by UK Anti-Doping (UKAD).

IN ASSOCIATION WITE

When 1400 Championship
pacesetter Chris Powell retired his
Talbot sunbeam in Radnor, it was
his 2017 rival Dave Brick - driving
his son’s Vauxhall Corsarather
than his usual Nova—-who moved
into the category lead.

He and son Toby didn’t get off toa
great start, hittinga bank near the
end of SS1, and they were forced to
limp out with adamaged driveshaft.

With repairs completed though,
therest of the day was problem-
free and they finished the event
over three minutes and 30 places
ahead of their nearestrivals.

On hisfirst outing for some
time, Kieran Darrington, who was
partnered by Simon Jones for the
first time, was concerned by an oil

=

Brick switched to a Corsa,but was still rapid

Giddings capitalises on
Hughes ST Trophy woe

With four stages completed, things
were looking good for Cambrian
class winners Zak Hughes/Tom
Wood as they held a 15-second

ST Trophy lead, despite being
beaten by James Giddings/Sion
Cunniff on the first test when
their intercom failed.

Fastest times on the next three
tests enabled them to overtake
Giddings before their good work
was spoilt on stage five, when
their car was reported as stopped
with alog through the radiator.

As aresult Giddings took the
lead, and after setting fastest times
on all of the remaining stages he
won the class comfortably.

Kalvin Green/Osian Owen, who
enjoyed the flowing stages, had
alate scare when they hit a bump
heavily in Crychan, resulting in
adamaged a ball joint, but they
managed to bring the car back
in the runner-up spot.

Jon Ambler/Doug Chivers had a
“brilliant day, ” finishing third, one
place ahead of Mathew and Tim
Tordoff, who were glad to make the

Brick takes the 1400 class honours as Powell retires I 4””

leak on his similar Corsa. Once
this was sorted, the rest of the day
went well and they finishedina
confidence-boosting second in
class 14008S.

Makingita Vauxhall Corsa
podium lockout in both class
and overall 1400 category were
Stuart Spyer/Peter Williams
following a trouble-free run.

Afteragood openingloop,
Perry Gardener/Steve Link were
frustrated when their Vauxhall
Nova’s engine suffered a misfire on
thelong Radnor stage. Efforts to
solve the problem failed, but despite
this the pair held on to win the
1400C class. A slipping clutch didn’t
prevent Ross Clements/Charlie
Mason from taking second in their

T
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MGZR, as Alex Holliday/Jane
Wright finished in their Ford Ka.
Inthebattle for RF1.4 honours
reigning champions Bart Lang/
Sinclair Young held the early lead
in their Nissan Micra, before losing
time on SS4 when they caught
another car. Asaresult they dropped
behind Andrew Wheatley/Ian
Nichols, who went on to win the class
after a clean run in their Ford Puma.
Lang was then slowed with aloose
gearbox but held on for second place.
Max Utting would have won Silver
Star butisn’t BTRDA-registered.
Rob Dennis/Andrew Boswell sealed
the win aboard their Ford Escort
MK2. They held off the similar car of
Owen McMackin, who was nine
seconds behind at the finish.

Onaday of fewretirements
among the leading crews, to
finish in the top 20 was some
achievement, letalone doing
so in a two-wheel-drive caxr.
Butthis is what Max Utting
managed in his Ford Fiesta ST
Max.After slowing on the
first stage with front-wheel
bearingissues, the rest of
the day was problem-free
ashetookthe ClassBl1l

win and maximumWelsh
Championship class points,
finishing 20th overall against
fastermachinery.

23 e

o,

James Giddings scored animpressive win onsecond gravel event

finish after a shortrun on the

Cambrian. On their first run in the

ST series, and driving a left-hand-
drive car for the first time, Neil
Fewlass/Stephen Varey were

inST

getting the hang of things by the
end of the day, finishing fifth, one
place ahead of Martin Laverty/Phil
Kenny, who had to stop and change
apuncture on the first stage.
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BILLY MIONGER

Monger made a sensational return toracingless than a year after a double leg amputation. By Stefar

Learning to drive again:
Monger uses hand-controls

‘m alittle bitin disbelief —
if you had said last year
thatrace one of this
season I’d be position
threein British F31
would have told you you
werelying.”

Billy Monger wasn’t the only one
in disbelief when the chequered flag
fell on the opening round of the BRDC
British Formula 3 Championship at
Oulton Park last month.

There was joy and tearsfrom his
family, friendsand mechanics. Plusa
morethanslight sense of disbelief from
many onlookers. Less than a year after
hishorrific British Formula4 crash at
Donington Park and resultant double
legamputation, Monger had finished
onthe podium in hisfirst single-seater
raceback.

“It’sabit overwhelming, especially to
seeallthe support standingon the
podium, tolook around and see all the
facesthatl know had putinthe hours
and worked hard,” said Monger after
therace. “It’snotonly methat’shadto
putinthe work, it’sall the guysfrom
Carlin and everyone that has been part
of thejourney: family, friends, to have
them all here with me whenI've had this
amazingresultisawesome.”

The 18-year-old would goon torecord a
ninth-placefinish in the fully-reversed
gridracetwo, settingtherace’s fastest
laponawettrack, beforefinishingthe
third racein eighth after asmall spin.

Theresultsmeant he left the opening
round of the championship tied for fifth

placeinthe standings. By all accounts,
itwasaremarkable weekend fora
youngdriver who has essentially had
tolearn how todrive again in the space
of justtwomonths.

“Throughout testingI was getting
quicker and I knew my team-mates were
competitive. Top 10 was my goal, so tobe
onthepodium was higherthanI
expected,” says Monger.

“My other goal was to have three solid
racesandnottohaveacrash.Thada
half-spin atthe end of race three, but
conditions werereally tricky.”

Monger uses hislefthand tooperatea
throttle paddle on his steering wheel,
while usinghisright hand tochange up
and down gear, and then hisright
prostheticlegtousethebrakes.

“The controls have make it more
difficultinthe wet because of the [hand]
throttle-Thavetobe carefulhow I bring
thepowerin,” says Monger. “It’snot that
the controls aren’tas good, it’sjust that
I'mnotasusedtoityet.”

Monger’s assessment in pre-season
testingwas “Ihave driven a certain way
for10or11yearsand for people to expect
metogettothesamelevel with the
control system I used before, Ifeel like
weare doingourselvesjustice” isa
justified one.

While some might also pointto
fortuitous circumstances at the Qulton
Park opener, the results weren’t afluke.

Hedid benefit from his team-mate and
polesitter Clement Novalak colliding
with Double R’s Krish Mahadik on the
openinglapinrace onetomoveinto

MONGER’S OULTON
PARK RESULTS

Race 1
Started:5th Finished: 3rd

Race 2 (fullreverse grid)
Started: 14th Finished: 9th (FL)

Race 3
Started: 4th Finished: 8th

third. But his pace was thereall
weekend, demonstrated by him getting
fastestlapinrace twoand having
qualified for the openingracein fifth.

Priortothe meeting, the unknown was
whether Monger could race
competitively again. That question, just
like whether he could ever even drive
again, hasnow been emphatically
answered. The questionnow, and
perhapsthe mostinterestingone yet, is
what next for Monger?

Bothheand Carlin have made no secret
that they wish to complete afull season
in British F3 this year. Sofar Monger’s
deal only stretches as far as that opening
round. Ex-Formula 1driver Jonathan
Palmer’s company, MotorSport Vision -
which operates the British F3
Championship-haseven given Carlin
special permission torun afourth car for
Mongerinthe series when therules only
permit three entries per team, so there’s
noroadblock as farasthatis concerned.

It’sbelieved a multi-year sponsorship
dealis beingsought by Monger and



Mackley

Carlin-hencethedelay -butit’s surely
only amatter of timeuntila full
campaignis confirmed, especially with
thenextround at Rockingham taking
place next weekend.

For those wonderingabout the
£840,000raised through a fundraising
pageinthe wake of hisaccident, that
money won’t be used for fundinghis
racingexploits, instead going tofund
hisrehabilitation.

Butsurely if any young driver
can secure sponsorshipit will be
Monger, even more so now after his
sensational return?

“Getting the podium opened people’s
eyesand exceeded people’s
expectations,” says Monger. “It’s helpful
interms of getting sponsorsonboard.”

Teammanager Trevor Carlin said:
“There’salimittothe resources we
have got, sofar we have done this
[funding] ourselves.

“Wehave done it because we hope a
few other people comeinand helpus
and Billy. Theaim isfor him tobecomea
professional racingdriver but the next
stepislookingforlong-termsupport.

“Herepaysusevery time he comes
into the workshop with his smile.”

If Monger does competeinafull
season thereisnoreason tosuggesthe
wouldn’t challenge for wins, perhaps
eventhetitle.

Carlin team-mate Nicolai
Kjaergaard is touted to be one of the
favourites for the crown this season,
havingalready spenta yearin British F3
with Fortec Motorsportslast year and
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Podium: Monger took third
place in first race back

he currently leads the standings.

Thefact that Monger was able to
match his pace throughout most of the
weekend —qualifying only 0.189s shy of
him forrace one-isasignthat Monger
isn’tlackinginraw speed.

Theteenager himself believes thathe
isgetting quicker every time he drives
the carashe becomes moreaccustomed
tohisnew driving system and the
general characteristics of the Tatuus-
Cosworth car—astepupfromthe
Mygale-Ford thathedrove in F4.

“IThad been hopingtostartinthetop
10, then challenge for podiums and wins
laterinthe year,” says Monger.

“Now I've had thefirstroundandI'm
fifth in the championship, and I only see
us getting stronger. I'm still learning the
car,soIwanttofinish atleast where
weare. ButI'maracingdriver and I
wanttowin.”

It’'san ominous show of intent from
Monger, whois beingambitious about
his prospects whileat the same time
keepinghis—and everyoneelse’s—
expectationsin check. Buthis
comeback is truly one of the feel-good
stories of the year already, and nobody
should be surprised if race wins come
his way beforelong.

AsCarlin said: “It’squiteremarkable,
youcouldn’t writeascriptlike this.

“We’vejustdoneit[support] because
of Billy and whata great kid and
inspiration heis.

“Wedidn’texpect anything back but
whathe’s given usbackisa great result
andfeeling.” ®

“It’s just like working
with any other driver”

One person not surprised by
Monger’s sensational return is

the man who perhaps works more
closely with the teenager than
anyone else at Carlin. Neil Hoddinott
has been promoted to Monger’s race
engineer in 2018, having been the
team’s data engineer last year.

Hoddinott spent the winter months
with Monger ensuring he was
comfortable and as up to speed as
possible with the hand-control
system in the Tatuus-Cosworth.
Hoddinott says he believes things
have gone well so far.

“We’re getting on very well: my
firstinvolvement with him was last
year when he came to us and we did
some simulator work looking at the
potential for maybe doing aracing
programme,” he said.

“And at that point I got involved
just to help with some of the
simulation work and very quickly we
went from working on how to adapt a
car and get a system that he could
drive tojust developing his pace, and
very quickly it was like working with
any other driver trying to find pace.

“Sofor meit’s been quite
easy making the step intorace
engineering alongside him
because as far as me working
with him, it’s just like working
with any other driver.”
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“I would love to have a shot
at the title,” says Monger

Neil Hoddinott (1) with Carlin British F3 team manager Sam Waple

Hoddinott is quick to point out
how Monger has adapted to the
hand-control system in a short time.

“Very quickly we had an idea of
how we wanted to approach the
problem,” he said. “Of courseit
wasn’t until we actually went out on
track that we sorted out the teething
problems. But we had an idea of how
we wanted to develop it and with the
stuff we did on the simulator we were
able to test theideas that we had
tomake sure that what we were
going to do worked.

“So when we went for our first
actual testin the car it was quite
asmooth transition.”

Getting on top of the new system
has meant both Monger and
Hoddinott could work on pace,
something Monger didn’tlack
during his return weekend.

“I’ve been very pleased actually,”
said Hoddinott after qualifying, “he
still reckons he can go quicker than
he hasbeen. In qualifying he knows
he could have done better which is a
very positive sign.”
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2 Il Briton has closed the gap at the top of the championship
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Event7/10Where:Rome (ITA)When: April 14

Laps: 33 Miles: 59.235

POS | DRIVER

SamBird (GBR)

Lucas di Grassi (BRA)

Andre Lotterer (GER)

Daniel Abt (GER)

Abt 50 Jean-Eric Vergne (FRA)

Piquet 45 Sebastien Buemi (SUI)

Jerome d’Ambrosio (BEL)

Maro Engel (GER)
Mitch Evans (NZL)

’ ‘ . 10 |Edoardo Mortara (ITA)

After1/12rounds

POS|DRIVER |PTS

1 |Vergne 119
Bird 101
Rosenqyist |82
Buemi 60

| TIME
58m20.656s
+0.970s
+9.518s
+10.167s
+17.444s
+19.835s
+24.379s
+26.350s
+37.709s
+40.739s
+42.680s
+48.833s
+49.331s

| cCAR

DS Virgin Racing
Audi Sport Abt
Techeetah

Audi Sport Abt
Techeetah
Renault e.dams
Dragon Racing
Venturi

Jaguar

Venturi

Andretti

NIO

NIO

11 | Antonio Felixda Costa (POR)
12 |Oliver Turvey (GBR)
13 |LucaFilippi (ITA)

i

Bird grabbed a
fortunate win

eadingto
Romefor
FormulaE’s
first visit
tothe
Eternal City,
Techeetah

driver Jean-Eric Vergne enjoyed

a30-pointlead over Mahindra

Racing’s Felix Rosenqvist, while

Sam Bird (Virgin Racing)sata

further three adriftin third.
Rosengvist was undoubtedly the

driver to beat around the Circuito

Cittadino Del’EUR -an all-new 1.76-

miletrack setin Rome’sresidential
and business EUR district.

The Swede set the fastest time
across the two practice sessions

and then claimed pole with amighty

laptohead fellow front-row starter

Bird by amassive 0.676 seconds.
When therace got underway,

Rosengvistlooked like he would

simply run away with it. For lap after
lap he edged away from Bird, with the

leading duo on the same strategy to
rununtillap 16 of the 33-tour race.
Atone point, Rosengvist’s

Rosenqvist s

hould have won, but suspension failure put him

advantage was up to 3.3s before Bird
reeled him again as they approached
their pitstops. It seemed for a
momentasif they would continue
their escape/chaseroutine across
the second stintin the second half,
but then all hell broke loose.

Firsttherace hadtobeneutralised
with afull course yellow following
Alex Lynnretiringat Turn 10,and
whenitresumed, Bird wasall over
therear of Rosenqvist’s car. He
mountedan attack headinginto
the bumpy uphill left-hander of
Turn9but could not get by.

Then onlap 22, for the second time
inthreeraces, the TV coverage cut to
Rosengvistretiring from the lead.
Hisleft-rear wheel satatan odd angle
—theresult of asudden suspension
failure. In the immediate aftermath,
Rosenqvist wasatalosstoexplain
the problem. A kerbstrikeat Turn18
was thought to be the most likely
cause, but the 26-year-old insisted
hehadnot done anythingdifferently
onthelapinquestion.

“It’snotreally the one you hitalot,”
hesaid. “Iwould say there are other

out

kerbsonthetrack thathaveabigger
impact, soformeit was quite strange
tohave [it] happen there.”

Rosengvist’sloss was Bird’s big
gain, asthe Britoninherited the
lead and a comfortable advantage
over the chasing pack. But there was
moredramato comethankstothe
variety of energy management
strategies on display.

Thealternate approach taken by
therest of the frontrunners outside
Rosengvist, Bird and Sebastien
Buemi (whohad run sixthin the first
stint before rising to third thanksto
theearly stop tactic), wastogoone
lap further and then attack inthe
second half. This was the strategy of
Jaguar’s Mitch Evans, Techeetah
driver Andre Lotterer and Audi pair
Lucasdi Grassiand Daniel Abt.
Armed with an energy advantage,
Evans and di Grassi—who had fought
his way past Lotterer and then
Buemi with a pair of bold passes—
were coming back at Rosengvistand
Bird when the former retired.

Rosengvist stopping helped Bird
twicebecause asecond FCY was

14

Nicolas Prost (FRA)

Renault e.dams

+1m13.880s

15

Tom Blomqyist (GBR)

Andretti

+1m31.832s

16

Nick Heidfeld (GER)

Mabhindra Racing

+1m44.774s

17 |JoseMariaLopez (ARG)

Dragon Racing

-4 |laps

R |FelixRosenqvist (SWE)

Mabhindra Racing |22 laps/suspension

st | R

Nelson Piquet Jr (BRA)

Jaguar 18laps/seatbelts

R |AlexLynn (GBR)

DS Virgin Racing | 15 laps/technical

Pole: Rosenguist 1m36.311s. Winner’s average speed 60.916mph.
Fastest lap Abt 1m37.910s (65.342mph).

needed torecover his car. This
allowed Bird to save energy and
“completely destroyed” Evans.
“Becausel had used alottocatch
up to him [Bird] and then the second
one completely saved him,” the
New Zealander later explained.
Evanshad “one opportunity to
pass” Bird, which came at Turn9
andthenontherunto10onlap29,
but he could not pull it off and fell
into the clutches of di Grassi-giving
Bird crucial breathing space.
“Tused way too much energy
onthatlap andit wasadownward
spiralfrom there,” said Evans, as di
Grassi seized second two laps later
with asuccessful attack over the
Turn9bumps. Di Grassichased
after Bird but ended up 0.970s adrift.
“I'honestly didn’tthink I’'d be
sitting here [with the win] today,”
Bird said afterwards. “WhenIsaw
the pace of Felix Ithought the best
Icould hope for was second place.”
Evans’race concluded
spectacularly, and not in a positive
way despite his shining performance
in Rome. He forcefully rebuffed

Lotterer’sattacksat Turns9and
10 onlaps 31 and 32but could not
respond on thefinal tour and had to
“creep” back tofinishninth atthe
line with barely any energy left.
Lotterer headed Abtin fourth,
with Buemi fading to sixth after
havinga “notnormal” energy
problem, according to Renault
e.damsteam boss Jean-Paul Driot.
For Vergne, the Rome race was
asubdued one. After missing
superpole he started eighth and
survived beinghithard up the
rear by Lynn on the openinglap.
Although Vergne was more
attackingin the second half of
therace, he would still have only
finished seventh had Rosenqgvist
and Evansnot had theirissues.
“I'wasvery slow today,” the
Frenchmansaid. “Ineed to
understand why and Ineed to
work tomaintain the car better
for [the nextround in] Paris.”
Theresult means Vergne’s
lead isnow 18 points over Bird,
with Rosenqvist down to third —
19 points further back.
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ROCKINGHAM: BARC B

Polley (centre) was in
the thick of Mini drama §
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WINNERS

BARC Saloons & VTEC Challenge
Race 1: Rob Burkinshaw (Honda Integra)
Race 2: Rob Burkinshaw (Honda Integra)

Britcar
Sprint Race: Richard Neary
(Mercedes-AMG GT3)

Endurance Race: Luke Williams/Andreas
Demetriou (Ginetta G55 GT4)

Classic VW Cup
Race 1: Daniel Rose (Golf TFSI MK5)
Race 2: Daniel Rose (Golf TFSI Mk5)

Junior Saloon Gar Championship
Race 1: Joel Wren
Race 2: Ben Kasperczak

MG Owners Club Championship
Race 1: Lee Sullivan (ZR 160)
Race 2: Lee Sullivan (ZR 160)

Michelin Clio Cup Series
Race 1: Ben Palmer
Race 2: Ben Palmer

Mighty Mini Championship

Race 2: Neven Kirkpatrick (Super Mighty
Mini)

Renault UK Clio Gup Junior
Race 1: Gus Burton
Race 2: Gus Burton

Race 1: Scott Kendall (Super Mighty Mini)

Reigning Super Mighty Mini
champion Scott Kendall

continued his solid start to the

new season with acommanding
race one win on Saturday at
Rockingham, while Neven
Kirkpatrick narrowly denied Jo
Polley the victory spoils in a thrilling
second encounter on Sunday.

Despite being beaten off the line by the
fast-starting Dave Rees, Kendall was
abletosnatch thelead around the
outside of Tarzan on the openinglap,
romping clear to a comfortable victory.
“Onacircuitlike Rockingham, it’s
easier to win if you are lucky enough to
break the tow,” Kendall said afterwards.

Both Kirkpatrick and Connor O’Brien
passed Rees to take the remaining
podium positions, with Silverstone race
two winner Polley recovering from a
sluggish start to claim fifth.

Polley made no such errorinrace two,
headingthe chasingpackinto Deene at
the start. A fabulous six-car battle for
thelead followed, with Polley superbly
withstanding challenges,
predominantly from Kendall and
Kirkpatrick, to hold her advantage
headinginto thefinal lap.

Kirkpatrick would not be denied
though. With Polley momentarily
slowed by traffic, he seized his
opportunity, divinginside her at Deene
to take alead he would not relinquish.
Polley held on to second ahead of
O’Brien and Kendall.

Inthe Mighty Mini class, Stuart
Coombs emerged victorious in a three-
way tussle with Damien Harrington and
Silverstone double winner Lee Poolman
to winrace one. Harrington was able to
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Sullivan (r) had close b
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turn the tide in his favour with success
inthe second event.

In the opening two-hour Britcar
Endurance race of the year, Luke
Williams and Andreas Demetriou
secured a memorable win in their
Ginetta G55 GT4. Butit was far from
straightforward. Reigning Formula
Ford 1600 champion Williams had built
up asizeablelead during his stint, but
Demetriou had to survive a collision
with Ashley Woodman’s SEAT Cupra at
Tarzan, and arapidly closing KTM
X-Bow of Sean Cooper, to claim the
spoils. Cooper, co-driving with Mike
McCollum, closed alap deficit tojust 3.4
seconds at the flag. Simon Rudd and
Tom Barley took third place in their
Ginetta G55, aided by the similar car of
Jayde Kruger and Chris Papageorgiou
suffering an enginefire.

Reigning Endurance class champion
Ross Wylie and David Mason led the
initial stages of the opening 50-minute
Sprintracein their Ferrari 458 GT3. But
Richard Neary was able to overhaul
them post-pitstops to claim the
winin his Mercedes-AMG GT3. Neary
also won the second Sprint contest, run
in tandem with the two-hour Endurance
event, despite having to make two
unscheduled pitstops due to time
penalties. John Seale steered his
Ferrari488to second in class ahead
of Wylieand Mason.

Ben Palmer’s push for a second
successive Michelin Clio Cup Series
title showed no sign of fadingas he
maintained his unbeaten startto the
season with tworace victories. Ronan
Pearson claimed second in race one
ahead of Ben Colburn; the latter having

el g,
C races

Photos: Steve Jones

Wren flies to
defeat Kasperczak

Joel Wren took advantage of
atardy startby series
pacesetter Ben Kasperczak to
take victory in the opening
Junior Saloon Car
Championship contest.

Kasperczak then enhanced
his position as the driver to
beat in the category so far
this season with a stylish
lights-to-flag win in the second
event; his third in four starts.

With poleman Kasperczak’s
poor getaway relegating him
- to fourth, Wren led the field
through Deene on the first
lap with Scott McIntyre and
Steven Chandler heading the
chasing pack.

Atthe same corneralap
later though, both Chandler
and therecovering
Kasperczak powered ahead
of Scholarship winner
McIntyre and led the pursuit
of Wren.

Kasperczak and Chandler
swapped positions at Turn 1
soon after, enabling
Kasperczak tohomein on the
leader. A succession of rapid
laps closed the gap to less

than asecond as the race
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neared its conclusion, but
Wren kept his composure to
record his first win of the
season. Behind Kasperczak,
Chandler consolidated third
ahead of McIntyre and
Frankie Taylor.

Kasperczak made no
mistake with hisstartin the
second encounter, powering
into an immediate lead from
pole ahead of Wren,
McIntyre and Chandler. As
therace progressed and the

Reigning champion Palmer remains undefeated in Michelin Clios this season

got the better of Simon Freeman with
afine outbraking move at the Tarzan
hairpin onlap two.

Colburn made alightning getaway to
briefly lead the second event before
being usurped by Palmer. This left
Colburn to successfully fend off the
attentions of Freeman, Pearson and
Tyler Lidsey.

Daniel Rose was another driver to
enjoy double success, steering his Golf
TFSIMKS5 to glory in both Classic VW
Cup encounters. On each occasion he
was never given time torelax by veteran
Ken Lark in his trusty Corrado. The
margin of victory in race two wasjust
0.1s. Mark Shepherd’s Golf shook off
the challenge of Alex Kite’s Vento VR6
to take third in the opener. Brad Kaylor
claimed the final podium spotinrace
twoin his SEAT Leon Supercopa as a

challenge from Nicholas Bosch’s
Toledo model faded.
Contrasting weather conditions

greeted the driversin the pair of VTEC
Challenge/BARC Saloonsraces, butit

did little to stop Rob Burkinshaw
cantering to victory in his Honda

top two gradually eased
clear, the battle for third
between McIntyre and
Chandler became the main
focus of attention.

Initially, Chandler
pressurised McIntyre in the
hope of forcing his way
through, but the latter

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Integra. Phil Wright finished a distant
second in his Honda Accord in the dry of
race one, brought to a premature end
when Richard Chipchase’s Civic got

eventually pulled clear to
cement the position behind
the impressive Wren and
winner Kasperczak.

beached on the edge of Gracelands.

Inadamp second race, Wright
overhauled Andrew Mizzi to claim
another second position.

The Clio Cup Junior double-header
was hindered by a poor entry list, with
only four cars taking the start of each
race. Gus Burton won both races, with
Louis Doyle and Lorcan Hanafin taking

asecond place apiece.

Kasperczak won race two

Sullivan takes a double win after two tense MG Owners’ Club contests

Lee Sullivan twice overcame the
challenge of fellow ZR driver
David Mellor to record a double
victory in a pair of tense races at
the second meeting of the season
for the MG Owners’ Club
Championship at Rockingham.
Atthe beginning of race one, the
MGFs of Stuart Plotnek and
current series champion Simon
Kendrick appeared to get the
jump on front-row men Sullivan
and Mellor off the line. By Deene,
however, Sullivan had grabbed
the advantage with Mellor moving
into second by the end of lap one.

The top two then broke away
from the chasing pack as Oulton
Park winner Mellor tried to hound
Sullivan into an error. All eyes were
fixed on the tussle throughout the
12-lap contest, but Sullivan stood
firm to emerge victorious.

Behind the leading duo, the
battle for third proved just as
close with Kendrick and Plotnek
being pressurised by fellow MGF
runner Martin Wills.

Having passed Plotnek, Wills then
got ahead of Kendrick at Deene to
take third place, with Plotnek
inheriting fourth when Kendrick

was forced into retirement.

Mellor led Sullivan in race two
as track conditions deteriorated
in the drizzle, but Sullivan would
not be denied his double success.

After several attempts, he made
adecisive move past Mellor at
Turn 1late in the race to claim his
second triumph.

Kendrick enjoyed better luck
in the second outing following
his earlier disappointment,
coming out on top of another
close battle with Wills and Steve
Darbey’s ZR to seal the final
podium spot.
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Polesitter Des Bruton dominated
the opening Irish Strykerracein
difficult conditions, but the interest
was centred on Nicole Drought’s
charge from 14th on the grid to
cross the line in fourth.

Inracetwo, Bruton led early on but
was deposed by the charging Andy
Dalton, with Greg Kelly also easing by in
the closinglaps. In their wake, Bill
Griffin came out on top of a cracking
battle with Stephen Ross and Roger
Welaratne to take fourth.

Mark Johnston took his debut Fiesta
Zetec win in thefirst of threeraces,
winning from Owen Purcell. William
Kellett came home third, despitea
down-on-power engine. Purcell
completed a Fiesta double on Sunday,
working his way from sixth on the grid
inathrilling final race of the weekend,
and takinga hard-earned serieslead.

Seasoned saloon exponent Michael
Cullen won the first Fiesta ST race, just
pipping 2017 champion Dave Maguire to
theline. John Denning came home
third, makingita Murray Motorsport
podium lockout.

Denning held off the race-long
attentions of Cullen to take race two,
with early leader Kellett beating Barry-
John McHenry for third. Impressive
debutant Paul Swords, crossing over
from Superbike racing, came home
fifth. In the third race, poleman Maguire
wasnever headed. A delighted McHenry
took second despite the best efforts of
Kellett, with Cullen next up.

Jack Byrne took the Formula Vee
B/Crace, but only just from Gavin
Buckley with Shane McBride in
close attention.

Bruton won the Stryker opener

0 PARKSEASON BEGINS

Photos: Michael Chester

BOSS Ireland
Race 1: Sylvie Mullins (Formula Renault)
Race 2: Sylvie Mullins (Formula Renault)

Fiesta ST

Race 1: Michael Cullen
Race 2: John Denning
Race 3: Dave Maguire

Fiesta Zetec

Race 1: Mark Johnston
Race 2: Owen Purcell
Race 3: Owen Purcell

Formula Vee
B/C Race: Jack Byrne (Sheane)
A Race: Lee Newsome (Sheane)

Future Classics
Timothy Duggan (SEAT Ibiza)

Ginetta Junior Ireland
Race 1: Megan Campbell
Race 2: Rob Parks Jr

HRCA
Race 1: Jackie Cochrane (Sunbeam Tiger)
Race 2: Jackie Cochrane (Sunbeam Tiger)

Irish Strykers
Race 1: Des Bruton (RAW Stryker)
Race 2: Andy Dalton (RAW Stryker)

Irish Supercars
Race 1: Cameron Fenton
Race 2: Gary Corcoran

Irish Touring Cars
Race 1: Martin Duffy (BMW M3)
Race 2: Gareth Jennings (Honda Integra)

Gary Corcoraninitially led the

Martin Duffy took the opener in his

Peter Dwyer beat BOSS Ireland

F3pairinto Turn1and grabbed thelead.

Inthe Arace,leaders Lee Newsome
and reigning series champion Colm
Blackburntangled at Turn 1. The
officials judged Blackburn to be at fault,
awarding Newsome the win, with
Anthony Cross and Byrne completing
the podium.

Jackie Cochrane’srumbling V8 Tiger
returned tothe HRCA grids after a
sabbatical and predictably took two
wins, despite a typically spectacular
performance from the evergreen
Stephen Griffin in his Modsport
MG Midget.

DONINGTON PARK: MSVR BY DAN MASON

opening Supercar racein damp
conditions. Aninspired move by series
debutant Cameron Fenton, around the
outside into the Esses, took him ahead
and he eased away for an impressive
win. Inrace two, Corcoran againled
with Fenton in the wars behind, and
being bundled back to fourth.

Anotherinspired drive helped the
Ginetta Junior graduate charge to
second and close the gap to Corcoran
with a series of fastestlaps, crossingthe
lineright with the leader.

Inthe concurrently run ITCCraces,

BMW M3, holding off the VW Golf of
Philip Burdock. Inrace two, Gareth
Jennings got the jump on everyone off
thelineand hungon for hisfirst ITCC
win. Pa Hudson was a distant second in
asimilar Honda Integra, but Duffy
failed tofinish. Burdock crossed the line
fourth after a succession of dramas.
Megan Campbell took a popular
debut Ginetta Junior win inrace one
from Rob Parks and Chris Grimes.
Seriesleader Parksreturned to the
top stepinrace two, from Se Og Martin
and Grimes.

poleman Fergus Faherty off thelinein
the openingrace, as Faherty
subsequently came under attack from
hillclimb expert Paul O’Connell, both
driving Dallara F3machines. When the
twomade contact, Sylvie Mullins
snatched second in his Formula Renault
and began to close down the leading
Lola-Nissan of Dwyer. Ashe was
about tochallenge though, theleader
headed toward the pits, leaving
Mullins unchallenged.

Inrace two, no doubt buoyed by his
earlier success, Mullins outbraked the

Faherty closed him down butspunona
greasy track at Turn 1 as he was about to
challenge. A strong recovery meant he
closed the gap, but Mullins held on for a
surprise double, against some far more
potent opposition.

Timmy Duggan’s defence of hislead in
the Future Classics opener could best
be described as robust. He continually
came under attack from Brian Sexton
and Adrian Dunne, with a few others
watching the action from close quarters.
Duggan held on for the win, with Dunne
pipping Sexton for second at the flag.
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DENMAN TAKES SECOND HAT-
TRICK OF WINS IN LOTUS CUP

TheLotus Cup builtup toathrilling
climax at Donington Park as Craig
Denman continued his fine form by
completingadominant second
hat-trick in succession.

Starting 10th after two faultlesslights-
to-flagefforts, Denman made steady
progressand passed Joe Taylor’s Exige as
rainfellin race three. Taylor climbed six
spotsfrom eighth with alightning
getaway but could only add a second to his
brace of third-placefinishesfollowingtwo
close tussles with Alex Ball.

Kyle Reid’s superlative streak stretched
tofive meanwhile with two Mini
Challenge Pro wins.

Having swept the Scottish
championship’s Knockhill visita week
earlier, Reid grabbed pole position and
romped to victory in the Pro class of both
Cooperraces. “Ifeel awesome,” said Reid,

Cater took treble in Monoposto F3

whoisunableto partakein afull season
pending work commitments.

The Scot’s party piece was hisrace two
charge from fifth tofirst in just twolaps,
stating “Iwas atfulllock overtaking” ashe
edged Ethan Pitt. Hislights-to-flag
opening victory was moreroutine, leading
homeachasing Simon Walton and Pitt.

Privateer Alex Nevill grabbed both Am
wins, while engine failure denied Jono
Davies Cooper S honoursin favour of
rookie Will Fairclough. Rob Austin fought
from eighth to third behind Stuart Lane,
but made no mistakes for race twosuccess.

Ben Cater’s Monoposto F3
stranglehold began with a treble victory.
Fuel pump scaresinrace twoforced the
Dallaradrivertodoitthe hard way,
squeezinginside Tony Bishop exiting
Coppice. Inthefinal contest he fended off
Jason Timms. “Fuel pressure was low, soI
tried the second fuel pump switch and
suddenly it came back tolife,” said Cater.

Timms recovered from a sluggish first
race for adouble podium. Bishop’s
weekend ended in the gravel having
retired from second in race one. Subbing
forson Alex during A-levels, Richard
Foresfought to second from the pits on his
debut after ashuntin qualifying.

Photos: Mick Walker

JWINNERS |

Lotus Cup

Race 1: Craig Denman (Elise)
Race 2: Craig Denman (Elise)
Race 3: Craig Denman (Elise)

Mini Challenge Cooper Pro
Race 1: Kyle Reid
Race 2: Kyle Reid

Mini Challenge Cooper $
Race 1: Will Fairclough
Race 2: Rob Austin

Monoposto F3

A second hat-trick of wins for Craig Denman in the Lotus Cup at Donington

A startline crash ended hisfinal race
ignominiously, as confusion at the start
also cost Dean Warren in Moto 1000.
Distracted by agreenflagduringtherace
two startlight sequence, the 10sjump-
start penalty incurred gifted a
hard-chasing Mark Reade victory. Nigel
Davers clinched a wet third race.

Gearbox gremlinsremoved Tom
Rawlings from the weekend, costing him
raceoneto Warren by 0.4s.

Stephen Pearson and Nigel Innes shared
Racing Saloons spoils, but poor starts
cost Karl Cattliff on his seriesreturn. “I
getone good startayear;Iliketomakeit
hard,” hejoked.

Roger Kneeboneinherited thelead from
an Innes mistake and defended from a
recovering Cattliff, until oil dropped at the
chicaneleft both slithering wide. Sliding

through to victory came Pearson’s E36,
carryingamodified cereal box aiding
front-end airflow. Innes trailed, but
avenged later by slottinginside Pearson
atRedgate to win another four-BMW
squabble from Cattliff.

Trustprevailed in atense Production
BMW Championship battle between
David Graves and double winner William
Davison. Brakingissues stymied the
former’srace oneattack and Davison
pounced for thelead at McLeans, leaving
Graves unable tooverturn hisrivalin
the secondracealso.

Asluggish startfrustrated Mark
Sumpter in the opening Porsche Club
Championshiprace, but he swiftly made
amends to share wins with Craig Wilkins,
with Pete Morris twice a podium finisher
inhisnew997.

Race 1: Ben Cater (Dallara F306)
Race 2: Ben Cater (Dallara F306)
Race 3: Ben Cater (Dallara F306)

Monoposto Classic

Race 1: Dean Warren (Speads RMO4A)
Race 2: Mark Reade (Leastone 1000)
Race 3: Nigel Davers (Jedi Mk 6)

Racing Saloons
Race 1: Stephen Pearson (BMW E36 M3)
Race 2: Nigel Innes (BMW E36 M3)

Production BMW
Race 1: William Davison (E30)
Race 2: William Davison (E30)

Porsche Club Championship
Race 1: Craig Wilkins (396)
Race 2: Mark Sumpter (996)

Trackday Trophy
Robin Welsh/Paul McErlean (BMW 330 Clubsport)

Track Team Trophy
Race 1: Jamie Gibbs/Ryan Gibbs (BMW M3)
Race 2: James Britton (BMW E36 M3)
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Forthcoming events;ACE Cafe Saturday 2nd June,
Uxbridge Autoshow Sunday 15th July. Rockingham Rally
Weekend1st/ 2nd December. Rutosolo’s and Autotests.

Middlesex County Automobile Club supportsthe ‘Big
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Congratulations to Max Utting & Mike Ainsworth for finishing 20th
overall and first two-wheel-drive car on the Rallynuts Stages, in their
home-built Ford Fiesta ST MAX.

Max & Mike would like to thank Geoff Jones Motorsport for servicing and Wug and Sam for
thelr role in the superb result
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COLCLOUGH DEFEATS
THE BMW M3 HORDE

WINNERS

Armed Forces Race Challenge
Race 1: Darren Berris (Westfield V8)
Race 2: Darren Berris (Westfield V/8)

Bikesports
Race 1: Phil Cooper (Radical PR6)
Race 2: Joe Stables (Radical SR3)

BMW M3 Cup/330i Challenge
Race 1: Sam Carrington-Yates (E46 M3)
Race 2: Sam Carrington-Yates (E46 M3)

Clio 182 Cup
Race 1: Patrick Fletcher
Race 2: Jack Kingsbury

Club Enduro
Guy Colclough (SEAT TCR)

Colclough’s SEAT TCR =

powered to victory

Photos: Steve Jones

Sixbewinged BMW E46 M3sin
the top 10in qualifying for the
wonderfully diverse 43-car Club
Enduro on nearby Aintree’s Grand
National day would have got
punters long odds onrrivals for the
postponed 750MC season-opener
at Oulton Park.

The Bavarian behemothsfellinan
extraordinary two-hour International
Circuitrace, however, leaving super
consistent Guy Colclough a deserving
winnerin his spectacular SEAT TCR.

Andy Marston and Luke Sedzikowski
made the early running, with Colclough
(soloing, with team-mate Tony Rodgers
unwell) chasing the M3s. All pitted
together duringasafety carinterlude—
during which Rob Meredith’s M3 was
tugged out of the Knickerbrook gravel
bed-whereupon Porsche pair Steve
Cheetham (Boxster) and Matt Faizey
(968) took up the cudgels.

Essexace Adam Shepherd tore past
them in Sedzikowski’s new Tegiwa M3
and seemed set for gold when its engine
misfired, then died. Shepherd parked it
disconsolately at Knickerbrook beside
the Louis Wall/Matt Cherrington Z3,
which had caughtfire. Colclough sailed
pasttovictory over disbelieving class B
winner Faizey and Andy Baylie/Luke
Schlewitz (M3), who salvaged some
BMW honour after the Chris Hoey/Paul
Ivens VW Scirocco pitted alap from the
chequer, ceding third.

Drive of the race came from P2
qualifier Martin James, wholost two
lapsinthe pits, then hurtled his Area
Motorsport Honda Civic back tofifth
ahead of Phil Dryburgh/John Brown’s
M3. Steve Hewson/Matt Nossiter (BMW
E36 M3) claimed class C, having
overhauled Josh Orr/Andrew
Winchester’s Compact.

Renault Clio 182title hat-trick
aspirant Patrick Fletcher started
strongly, beating Ryan Polley and Jack
Kingsburyinatightrace after which

Mark Balmer was flicked from second to
fourthfor contact. Gridded by R1’s
fastestlaps—Jack’sarecord—-the second
bout was fought to Kingsbury rules! He
staved off Fletcher and Tibbsfora
memorable first win despite “abit of an
issue with the clutch stickingdown. I
hooked it back with my foot,” he
grinned. When Tibbs was excluded for
nerfing Balmer, Matt Digby was
elevated to third, having pipped Polley.

Impressive Bikesports debutant Lee
Torrie (Radical SR3RSX) snared pole
and led the programme opener until
local grasstrack ace Phil Cooper (PR6)
breached his defences. Cooper
outbraked himself at Hislop’sin the
sequel, whereupon teenager Joe Stables
(SR3), who had gone second when
Torrie snaked onto the grass mid-
chicanethere, pounced for victory.

RAF pilot Darren Berris won both
Armed Forces Challenge skirmishes
in hisflame-spitting Westfield V8, but
the championship will be decidedona
consistency index. Second qualifier Will
Ashmore somehow kept his Honda
Civicout of the Old Hall barriersatthe
start, then screamed back tofourth
behind Mark Inman (Vauxhall VX220)
and Mike Nash (SEAT Supercopa) who
duelled throughout. Ashmore chased,
indeed gained on, Berris beforeretiring
fromrace two, promotingInman. Matty
Taylor was overjoyed with third in his
hairy M3-engined BMW Compact.

The sonorous E46s of the BMW M3
Cup championship and 330i
Challenge seriesran concurrently
with an even split. Circuit neighbour
Sam Carrington-Yates ruled theroost,
narrowly beating David Whitmore and
Tom Coller in the respective races.
Whitmore spun off at Dentons while =
trying to passfaststarter Nick Williamson |
inthefinale, forcingastoppage. David
Drinkwater twice bested Matt Maxted *'
among the 330is as Lewis Carter =
struggled with hisenginelimping.

SNETTERTON: BRSCC BY

RED FLAGS DENY A 420R
DOUBLE FOR WINSTANLEY

Caterham 420R champion Danny
Winstanley began his title defence
with awin fromninth onthegridat
Snetterton, but he quickly overcame
thelowly grid slot, blamed on poor
tactics, carvinghis way into thelead
by the fourthlap.

Winstanley then traded places with
Jack Brown, winning by only 0.05
seconds as Brown ducked out of his
slipstream. Third in the opener, Sean
Byrne won the second race, but
Winstanley could count himself
unfortunate. The champion had drafted
past Byrne on the final lap, only for red
flags—caused by aroll for fellow
frontrunner John Byrne following
contact with William Smith at Nelson—
tonecessitatea countback.

Christian Szaruta was similarly
denied adoublein the Caterham 310Rs
after tworace-longbattles with Gordon
Sawyer. Szaruta claimed his first winin
three years with a decisive outside move
at Brundle onrace one’sfinallap. He
appeared to be planninga similar attack
inracetwo, havingrested his tyres
mid-race, butred flagsintervened.
Chris Hutchinson and Chris Rankin
completed the podiums.

Jay McCormack avenged anarrow
defeat atthe same venuelast year ashe
held off Pete Walters to win the opening

Caterham 270R race by 0.024s. Walters
had to settle for second againinrace two,
this time behind Jamie Falvey, while
Gary Smith claimed third from 12th on
the grid after contactin thefirstrace.

Oliver Allwood scooped a hat-trick of
winsinthe Mazda MX-5 Championship.
Openinground treble winner Will
Blackwell-Chambers was secondinrace
one, finding himself unable to keep
Allwood behind on thelong straights.

Blackwell-Chambers might have
repeated that in race two, but when
Brian Trott-thirdin the opener—
missed a gear on the final run out of
Murray’s, Blackwell-Chambers was
boxedin, allowing Mike Comber and
Jason Greatrex toslip past.

Greatrex almost out-dragged Allwood
ontheruntothelineinracethree,
missingout by just0.003sinaphoto
finish. Trott was again third after earlier
contact with Blackwell-Chambers
dropped the champion down the order.

F1000 champion Michael Watton
continued his fine form by comfortably
winningthefirstrace, despiteapoor
start. But his engine dumped its coolant
andlostoilin thereversed-gridrace,
ending his weekend. Dan Clowes took
the win from returnee Rob Sayell, while
Elliot Mitchell secured a maiden podium
—itwould have been a win but fora10s

APRIL 14/15
WINNERS |

BMW Compact Cup
Race 1: Matt Parkes
Race 2: Steven Dailly

Photos: Richard Styles

Caterham Roadsport
Race 1: James Murphy
Race 2: James Murphy

Caterham Seven 270R
Race 1: Jay McCormack
Race 2: Jamie Falvey

Caterham Seven 310R
Race 1: Christian Szaruta
Race 2: Gordon Sawyer

Caterham Seven 420R
Race 1: Danny Winstanley
Race 2: Sean Byrne

Jackson scored Super Series treble |

F1000

Race 1: Michael Watton
Race 2: Dan Clowes
Race 3: Rob Sayell

Mazda MX-5 Championship
Race 1A: Oliver Allwood

Race 2A: Oliver Allwood

Race 3A: Oliver Allwood

Race 1B: Sam Gendy

Race 2B: Sam Smith

Race 3B: John Langridge

Mazda MX-5 Super Series
Race 1: Josh Jackson
Race 2: Josh Jackson
Race 3: Josh Jackson

penalty for movingat the start.
Sayell went one place betterin the
curtain-closer, winning from Clowes
and Alok Iyengar.

A maiden win for Matt Parkes denied
champion Steven Daillya BMW
Compact Cup double. A slight mistake

from Dailly mid-race allowed Parkes to
slipinside at Agostini.Ian Jones and
Owen Hunter also pounced, but Dailly
recovered to second at the flag. Dailly
wonrace two, benefiting froman
improved rear-end set-up, passing
Parkes at Agostinion the penultimate

lap, with Jones following through.

Inthe Mazda MX-5 Super Series,
there was a hat-trick for Josh Jackson.
His closest challenger was Jake Bailey,
who threw away the lead of race two by
outbraking himself and running very
wide at Agostini.
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YCROSS: SPAIN

ally legend
Sebastien Loeb
hasseenitall.
Hehadnearly
adecadeof
domination
in the World
Rally Championship and won
races in World Touring Cars.
He has smashed the Pikes Peak
International Hillclimb record
and led the Dakar rally on
multiple occasions. He has
raced at Le Mans and tested F1
cars. There arefew driverson
the planet that have had his
range of experiences.

But, even so, at the opening round of
the season at Barcelonain Spain last
weekend, the Frenchman was
astonished by therollercoaster of
emotionsexperienced acrossa
World RX event.

Hesaid: “It’s terrible how many
emotions you can haveinarallycross
weekend. InthefirstheatI was OK but
my team-mate Timmy Hansen was
really down, butin the second and
third heat he was good and I was
off each time with broken rear
suspension.Iwasreally low and I
didn’texpect toreach the semi-final.

“Itriedin Q4 but theroad was still
cleaning soit was notamazing, but
finally the decision went that I still
went in the semi-final, and from that
pointeverything went well.

“I'had alittle bit of luck with me and it
wasjustamazinghow the emotionsare
goingupanddown duringall the
weekend. It’snoteasy!”

Havingnot made the semi-final cut,
the works Peugeot squad withdrew
young Swede Kevin Hansen, whohad
qualified 12th, to allow Loeb into
semi-final two. Loeb then went on to
makeitintothefinal,in partthanks
totheretirement of team-mate
Timmy Hansen from thelead with an
electrical problem.

Inthefinal, Loebfinished third on
theroadtonetapodium finish, only
tobelater elevated to second when
on-track winner Mattias Ekstrom
was disqualified for afirst-corner
move on Petter Solberg.

Emotions were running high
throughout the field in the opening
round, a weekend of two halves with
torrential rain on day one being
replaced by dry conditions on day two.

Ekstrom struck first with the fastest
timein Q1, butit was PSRX team owner
and driver Solberg who set the best
timesin Q2and Q3 tomove to the top of
the Intermediate Classification. The
Norwegian maintained the position
despite being beaten tothefinishlinein
thelastrace of Q4 by Timmy Hansen.
By contrast, Solberg’s team-mate,
champion Johan Kristoffersson had a
difficult qualifying, startingeachrace
towardsthe outside of the grid and, by
hisown high standards, struggled to
makesignificant progress up the order.
Regardless, he qualified third and
joined Solbergon the front of the grid
for semi-final one. Both progressed to
thefinal, as Ekstrom passed second
semi-final leader Hansen when the
Peugeotranintotrouble.

That put EKstrom onto the front row
of thefinal grid with Solberg, the only
two driversto have previously won at
the Spanish venue.

Asthelights went green, the pair
made equal getaways, Ekstrom nosing
slightly ahead and forcing Solbergto
theinsideandintoatyre wall, spinning
his Polo out of contention. Thatleft
Ekstrom upfront, chased by
Kristoffersson and Ekstrom’s EKS
team-mate Andreas Bakkerud. The
leading pairedged clear, makingita
two-way fight for victory. Ekstrom
ducked into the joker first on lapfive,
Kristoffersson gettingthe hammer

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

KRISTOFFERSSON HEADS LOEB
AS WRX BLASTS INTO LIFE

Hal Ridge reports on the champion inheriting a final triumph
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== Kristoffersson powers past
stricken team-mate Solberg

POS | DRIVER
Johan Kristoffersson

FIAWorld Rallycross Championship round 1/12
When:April 14/15Where: Barcelona, Spain Starters: 67

| CAR
Volkswagen Polo

| TIME
4m36.568s

Sebastien Loeb

Peugeot 208

+1.215s

Andreas Bakkerud

Volkswagen Polo

+2.389s

Niclas Gronholm

Hyundaii20

+7.099s

Petter Solberg

Volkswagen Polo

+11.264s

Mattias Ekstrom

Audi S1

DSQ

(Volkswagen Polo).

Gronholm 18; 6 Timmy Hansen (Peugeot 208) 16.

Euro RX Supercar (6 laps) 1 Reinis Nitiss (Ford Fiesta); 2 Anton Marklund (Volkswagen Polo) +3.562s; 3 Jean-Baptiste
Dubourg (Renault Clio); 4 Philip Gehrman (Volkswagen Beetle); 5 Ulrik Linnemann (Volkswagen Polo); 6 Peter Hedstrom

Super1600 (6 laps) 1 Artis Baumanis (Skoda Fabia); 2 Jimmy Terpereau (Citroen C2) +1.873s; 3 Gergely Marton (Skoda Fabia);
4 Rokas Baciuska (Skoda Fabia); 5 Ondrej Smetana (Ford Fiesta); 6 Espen Isaksaetre (Peugeot 208).
World RX Drivers’ Championship (after 1/12 rounds): 1 Kristoffersson 27; 2 Solberg 24; 3 Bakkerud 20; 4 Ekstrom 13; 5

down for the nexttourinabid to
leapfroghis compatriot, but returned
tothemain circuit after hisownjoker
justbehind. That’show it would finish,
with Loeb having passed Bakkerud
with an early joker tactic for the final
podium place.

Just over 90 minutes after the final
had begun, the stewards decided to
disqualify Ekstrom for the first corner
move. The decision gifted victory to
Kristoffersson, while Loeb had gone
from 13th to second in a matter of
two six-lap races, with alittle help
from his team-mate. Bakkerud’s
debut for the EKS teamresultedina
podium in third, while Niclas
Gronholm gave his father’s GRX
team much to cheer aboutas he
finished fourth in the final
classification on the debut of the
squad’s Hyundaii20 Supercar.

Loeb’s emotions had been through
themill, but Solberg’s had too, in the
opposingdirection. The 2003 WRC
champion was on the kind of form that

should have resulted in a first World
RX win in almost 11 monthsfor the
Norwegian, butinstead his challenge
endedinatyre stack. Likewise Timmy
Hansen dominated his semi-finalina
Peugeot not expected to have the pace
of the VW or Audi at round one, and
may also have challenged for victory.

His delighted beam after setting the
best timein Q4 changingtoahollow
frown as he walked away from his
stricken carin the semis.

And then there was the GCK squad,
debutingits Prodrive-built Renault
Megane R.S. RX Supercars.

Both cars made the semis, but
turned into disappointment when
Jerome Grosset-Janin failed to
make the final having run second
in semitwoin animpressive maiden
performance. With all six full-time
World RX teams having shown solid
paceinthe season-opener, the
rollercoaster of emotions can be
expected to continue at round two
next week in Portugal.

Nitiss: One step back for two forwards

Latvian hero Reinis Nitiss began
hisrallycross Supercar careerin
theinaugural running of the World
Rallycross Championshipin 2014.

Driving one of the best carsin
thefield, he beat Petter Solberg
hands down to win the third ever
World RX event, in Norway.

It was the kind of performance
thathad netted him the European
Rallycross Super1600 crown with
the SET Promotion team the
previous year. But since, certainly
since thelatter stages of 2015,
Nitisshad arguably lost a bit of
that panache and Killer instinct.

Driving for the EKS squad last
season, he only made a single final.
Without the budget for a full World
RX campaign in 2018, Nitiss struck
adeal with SET Promotion to
drive an M-Sport built Ford Fiesta
Supercar in EuroRX, and in the
opening round in Barcelona

[

dominated with his form
reminiscent of 2013.

Pushed off at thefirst corner of
Q1, Nitiss was then fastest every
time he wenton track and led the
final throughout to score victory
and take the pointslead.

Reigning champion Anton
Marklund, driving a brand new
Volkswagen Polo, stalled on the
grid of thefinal and had to fight
back from last position to finish
second, while triple Andros Trophy
champion Jean-Baptiste Dubourg
completed the podium.

Super1600 graduate Ulrik
Linnemann initially finished
fourth but dropped to fifth with
apost-racefive-second penalty,
elevating EKlund Motorsport
Volkswagen Beetle driver Philip
Gehrman tofifth.

Irish campaigner Derek Tohill
finished the event ninth overall.

Nitiss made a winning start to his European Rallycross campaign
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Changing conditions didn’t help

Bennett comes through
tough Mini WRX debut

British driver Oliver Bennett drove
the Xite Racing team’s brand new
Mini Cooper SX1 Supercar to

15th overall on its debut in the
opening round of World RX in
Barcelona last weekend.

With just a short pre-event test
completed in Spain en route to
the event, the mixed conditions
proved a challenge for British RX
frontrunner Bennett to get used to
the car on only his second World
RX outing, following his debut in
his home round of the series at
Lydden Hill last season.

“The conditions were really
difficult, especially when they
changed from wet to dry, which
made it tricky for us to know where
we are really,” said Bennett. “I’'m
still learning the car and it’s very
different to the [Ford] FiestaIraced
last year. It feels amazing. We went
to Barcelona as a test really because
the car was built in three months,
but the performance of it out of the
box was amazing and once we can
work more on the set-up we can
improve alot too.”

Bennett, who was out at the

Photos: FIA WorldRallycross, Hal Ridge, Colin Casserle
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INew]MK8Fiesta'STs keep the Blue llva_l@‘hqulﬂ.ﬂallycﬁss oritl

By HalRidge

The Ford name has returned to the
World Rallycross Championship
with the OlsbergsMSE team
revealing a newly homologated
Ford Fiesta ST Mk8 on the eve of
the season-openerin Barcelona
last week.

Althoughnotan official programme,
Ford Performance’sinvolvement with

AndreasEriksson’s team has facilitated

thenew car, despite Ford withdrawing
fromits World RX venture with Ken

Block’s Hoonigan Racing Division team

attheend of 2017.

Thenew Mk8 Fiestas have been built
fully in-house at OMSE’s Nynashamn
workshopsnear Stockholm in Sweden,
butthe Blue Oval brand has assisted
with technical development for the
projectand the cars sport Ford
Performance branding.

“It’snot formally a contractright now:

it’sjust that they wanttosee OMSE in
thenew cars, the development we are
doingtogetherismoreabout making
surelhaveall thenew bodies. If Ididn’t
have their help, there wouldn’t be any
MkKk8here,” team principal Eriksson
told Motorsport News.

“Formeit’s very important, Ford want

tokeep themselvesinvolved in
rallycrossin some way, evenif it’snota

full factory programme. It’sa brand that

should beinrallycross.”

Eriksson’s outfit was previously
supported by Ford in official capacity
from 2009 until the end of the 2015
season. Together they won the first
World RX Teams’ Championshipin
2014, and this year the team will field a

brace of new Fiestas for Swedish drivers

Kevin Eriksson and Robin Larsson.
“Everything has been confirmed.
Everything we have builtis confirmed

by Mark Rushbrook, [Ford Performance

Motorsports global director]and he
likesit, because thisis thefirst Fiesta
ST MK8[homologated]in the world,”
said Eriksson.

M-Sport’s WRC carisbasedona
different Mk8 Fiesta bodyshell. Aside
from adifferent bodyshell, the 2018
Fiesta Supercar featuresin-board
suspension, used by OMSE previously
inits GRCHonda Civic concept. Italso
joins Volkswagen Motorsportin
runningafront-mounted engine
coolingpackage. Larsson finished the
car’sdebut highest of the pairin
Barcelona, ninth overall.

New Fiestas ran
& strongly in WRX

Intermediate Classification stage in
Spain, will race in the next round of
the series in Portugal next week, but
plans to skip round three in Belgium
in order to prepare for his home
round at Silverstone next month.

Godfrey sticks with Mitsubishi Mirage RX for next round of British Championship

British Rallycross Championship points
leader Julian Godfrey will continue to
drive the Spencer Sport-run Mitsubishi
Mirage RX Supercarin round three at
Croftnext month.

Godfrey swapped hisregular Fiesta Mk6
forthe Mirage RX inthe daysleadingupto
round one of the season, and he took top

points behind the guest World RX entries
that wereracingin the British RX opener.

Godfrey finished second to Mark
Higginsinround two at Lydden Hill and
continuestolead the points, but he
doesn’t know yet if he will complete the
year with the Mirage.

“The car’s going well and we made some

good changesto the set-up at Lydden Hill,”
hesaid. “The Miragefeelsreally good, but
atthemoment we have only talked about
doing Croft.

“I'malsodrivingthe cartoshow whatit
is capable of because it uses my engine. If
someone wantstohireitthenIcandrive
my Ford Fiestaagain.”

ROUND-UP

Parker swaps

and wins

Barrie Parker debuted a Fiat 600 and
sprung a surprise at the lvinghoe
Car Trial by winning overall, having
not competed in a front-wheel-drive
carforfouryears.

A capacity entry of 50 had dry
conditions but rain during the last
round transformed the sections,
allowing Parker to take 11 points off
adisappointed Shawn Franklin on
one hill alone to win the class by 10,
leaving Franklin third overall.

Round one winner Neil Mackay
convincingly won the front-wheel-
drive class in second overall from
Derek Hunnisett.

The class battle of the day was in the
rear-wheel drives. Mark Hoppe returned
with anew engine in his Melos to take
the initiative on the first round, then tied
with Steve Courts at lunch. During the
fourth round, Dick Glossop overhauled
all of his rivals from fourth in class with a
fabulous round to win the class.

Courts and Hoppe tied with Courts
taking it on countback.

Reigning British champion Rupert
North borrowed a Liege as his Mini still
isn't painted. He showed his all-round
skill to finish fifth in class having not
driven rear-wheel drive before. Barry
Redmayne won the well-supported
clubman class.

Results

Ivinghoe Car Trial

Organiser: Falcon Motor Club Where: Dunstable,
Bedfordshire When: April 14 Starters: 50.

1 Barrie Parker (Fiat 600) 58.3%; 2 Neil Mackay (Citroen
AX) 69.2; 3 Shawn Franklin (Citroen Saxo VTS);

4 Dick Glossop (Liege); 5 Trevor Moffatt (Vauxhall Corsa);
6 Steve Courts (Hillman Imp); 7 Mark Hoppe (Dutton
Melos); 8 Dave Oliver (Hillman Imp); 9 Derek Hunnisett
(Ford Ka); 10 Nick Pollitt (Suzuki Swift). Clubman: Barry
Redmayne (Liege).

England benefits from Sargent’s late misery...
BriSCA F1 : Birmingham

By Colin Casserley

Organiser: Incarace Where: Birmingham Wheels
When: April 14 Starters: 50.

Mark Sargent was on course for
his second final win of the year
until mechanical failure robbed
him of victory within sight of the
finish line. That helped third-
generation driver Ashley England
to claim hisfirst F1 final victory.
Sam Wass took thelead of therace
fromthe greenflag, buthe was
overhauled by Sargent just before the
halfway point with England in close
pursuit. As Sargent went into the final
turn he slowed, England dived to the
inside tolead thefinal 100 metres.
Englandsaid: “Ididn’t know where to
gowhen Sargentslowed, [ wasn’t
expectingit.Ijustturnedtotheinside
of the track and hoped I would avoid
him. Ifeel sorry for him, butIwilltakea

winanyway it comes.I'velost afew like
that. The car was handling great and
was goinganywhere I wanted itto.”

Despite the disappointment, Sargent
stillhad asmile on hisface. “The
differential blew asI was goingintothe
corner.Thad nowarningandIjusthad
tocoasttotheline,” hesaid. “I'm gutted
but that’sracing. Istill gotfourth place
andIwould have settled for thatat the
start of thenight. It’s thefirsttimeI
havedriven the car as well, soIshould
behappy.”

Lee Fairhurst came home third.

Wass, who held ontoa top 10finish in
thefinal, went on toscore hismaiden
F1wininthe Grand National. “This
makesupforall thebadluck and
disappointment,” said Wassashe
punched theair.

Result

1 Ashley England; 2 Lee Fairhurst; 3 Dan Johnson; 4 Mark
Sargent; 5 Frankie Wainman Jr; 6 Chris Fort; 7 Drew Lammas; 8
Luke Davidson; 9 Mickey Randell; 10 Sam Wass.

1
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...And then douhles up

with Hednesford victory

BriSCAF1

By Colin Casserley

Organiser: Incarace Where: Hednesford Hills Raceway
When: April 15 Starters: 42.

After wining the previous night
at Birmingham Ashley England
repeated the feat at Hednesford
on Sunday. Just like the previous
night he battled with Mark
Sargent for the race win.

Finn Sargent, Mark’s son, led the
early stages of the race before a
multi-car pile-up brought outa
yellow flag and halted the race.
Shortly after the restart, the elder

Sargent powered his way into the top

spot. England soon followed into
second with Luke Davidson making

his way through the pack into third.

With five laps remaining, the
leader encountered heavy traffic,
Mark Sargent got baulked by a
slower car forcing him to the
outside of the track, England
made his move and cut to the inside
to take the lead. Davidson moved
into second before being punted
wide by Sargent as the leading
trio took the one lap to go signal.

Goinginto the final turn,
Sargent tried a kamikaze lunge
to oust England from the lead
butinstead slammed into the
Armco. That allowed Davidson
toreclaim second.

England made it two wins from two

“Mark Sargent was probably the
quicker car today,” said England. “I
got some damage to my rear wheel
when I clipped a parked car in that
pile-up on about the second or third
lap. Butit didn’t slow me down too
much. The lapped cars helped me.”

Davidson said: “I was hoping that
Sargent was going to take them both
outon the final turn and let me
through to win it.”

Mark Sargent added:“I had to give
it a go on the final turn, butit just
wasn’t meant to be. Racing with
my son, and trying to catch himin
what is only his third meeting, is
what the sportis really all about
for me.”

Result

1 Ashley England; 2 Luke Davidson; 3 Mark Sargent; 4 Frankie
Wainman Jr; 5 Stuart Shevill; 6 Karl Hawkins; 7 Mat Newson; 8
Lee Fairhurst; 9 Danny Wainman; 10 Bradley Harrison.
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Ricciardo shows how it should be done

Cute tactics from Red Bull help the Australian to climb to the top of the rostrum

Daniel Ricciardo proved in Shanghai that nice guys can win. The Australian’s triumph was emphatic as his Red Bull team-mate Max
Verstappen caused chaos behind. It was a triumph for smart strategy from the team’s bosses, and it was executed in an exemplary manner
both in the pitlane and on the track.
Itis hard not to like Ricciardo and there is one simple reason: more than any other driver, he is clearly enjoying winning. He is famous for the mile-wide smile,
but there is hardly ever a moan from the pits-to-car radio. He is rarely in the firing line of his rivals, which is even more remarkable given some of his last-minute
late braking moves that seem to populate most of his victories.
Compare that to some of his rivals: the moody Lewis Hamilton, and ever-complaining Sebastian Vettel. Then there are the monosyllabic Finns and the petulant
Verstappen. In that respect, Ricciardo is head and shoulders above the rest.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)
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Lewis Clarke-Bull, aged 10, caught this drama from Paddock Hill Bend at Brands Hatch
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Peter Atkins caught this Jack Goff spill

Another F1 test shot from Rich Cranston
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Alex Ireland got this photo at the opening meeting of the season at Knockhill recently
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The inaugural races of TCR
UK from Silverstone are aired
(Thursday, 1130-1200hrs) as
the popular worldwide series
attempts to make a home for
itself in the UK, featuring cars
from manufacturers such as
Hyundai, VW and Alfa Romeo.
There’s plenty of Mazda
MZX-5action on Friday as there

NASCAR: Richmond
B Race: Saturday, 2300-0330hrs,
Premier Sports

FRenault Euro: Monza
W Race 1: Saturday, 1245-1400hrs,
BT Sport ESPN

W Race 2: Sunday, 1215-1330hrs,
BT Sport 2

Takeatrip back in time with Sky Sports’
Classic F1 and the 1985 Portuguese Grand Prix
(Thursday, 2100-2145hrs, Sky Sports F1). Runin
torrential rain, therace marked thefirst of 41
wins for thelegendary Ayrton Sennaashe
dominated the event, almostalap clear.

Catch highlights from the latest round of
the Formula E season on the streets of
Rome (Thursday, 2230-2330hrs, BT Sport 3).
Jean-Eric Vergne will again attempt to
extend hislead in the standings after an
impressive win last time outin Uruguay,
but Sweden’s Felix Rosengvist and Britain’s
Sam Bird will be hunting him down.

And there’sachance to see the best bits from
round three of the IndyCar Series from Long
Beach (Sunday, 1900-2000hrs, BT Sport ESPN),
asreigning champion Josef Newgarden looks
totake another win following his victory in
Phoenix. Rookie Robert Wickens meanwhile
will attempt to take hisfirst win having

impressedin the seriessofar.

are highlights from the British
Racing and Sports Car Club’s
Mazda MX-5 Championship
Class A (0900-0930hrs),
followed by Class B (0930-
1000hrs) and the new-for-2018
SuperSeries (1000-1030hrs).

On Friday evening (2030-
2100hrs) you can catch up with
the firstround of the

NASCAR race at Richmond

IndyCar: Barber
B Race: Sunday, 2000-2300hrs,
BT Sport ESPN

Volkswagen Racing Cup UK
from Silverstone, where VWs
of all shapes and sizes took to
the track.

And the latest instalment of
The Great History of the 24
Hours of Le Mans features
the 1994 event where Porsche
fought Toyota (Saturday, 1400-
1500hrs).

Ec] motorsport.tv

Blancpain
Endurance Cup:
Monza

B Race: Sunday, 1345~
1715hrs

GOVERNMENTzw

LEGISLATIONS

PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS, VIEWS AND REPORTS

0900hrs) Sunday, racing from
1110hrs (qualifying from 1000hrs)
Admission adult £16, under 13
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: RACING

: SATURDAY

! MSnetterton, Norfolk

: HSCC meeting: Guards Trophy, 70s
: Road Sports, Historic Road Sports,

: Historic Touring Cars, Classic

: Clubmans Starts racing from

: 1125hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs)

: Admission adult £16, under 13 free
: Web msv.com

¢ Contact 08434539000

: mKirkistown, NIreland

: 500MRCl meeting: Road Sports,

: Ford Fiesta Zetec, FF1600, Ireland

: Saloon/GT, Formula Sheane,

¢ Legends Starts racing from 1300hrs
: (qualifying from 0900hrs)

: Admission adult £15 child free

: Web kirkistown.com

: SATURDAY/SUNDAY

: mSilverstone, Northants

: VSCC meeting: Vintage and

: Pre-Warraces, HGPCA, Morgans,

: FISCAR Starts Saturday, racing from
: 1200hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs)

: Sunday, racing from 1235hrs

: (qualifying from 0900hrs)

: Admission £20 Web silverstone.

¢ co.uk Contact 08704588260

: mBrandsHatch, Kent

: 750MC meeting: Formula Vee,

: Locost, ToyotaMR2, RGB Sports
1000, Roadsports, 750 Formula,

i Historic 750 Formula, Sport

. Specials, Classic Stock Hatch, Hot
: Hatch, MX-5 Cup Starts Saturday,
: racing from 1210hrs (qualifying from

TV GUIDE

: free Web msv.com

: Contact 0843 453 9000

: MPembrey, SWales

: BARC meeting: Trucks, Track

: Attack, Mini Se7en, Mini Miglia,

¢ Hyundai Coupe, MaX5, Welsh

: Sports/Saloons Starts Saturday,

: racing from 1235hrs (qualifying from
: 0900hrs) Sunday, racing from

: 1000hrs (qualifying from 0930hrs)
: Admission adult £15, child free

: Web barc.net

: Contact 01264882200

: mDoningtonPark, Leics

i MSVRmeeting:LMP3 Cup, F3

: Cup, GT Cup, Heritage Formula Ford,
. Radical Challenge, 7 Challenge,

: Sports 2000 Enduro

+ Starts Saturday, racing from 1305hrs
: (qualifying from 0905hrs) Sunday,

: racing from 0925hrs (qualifying from
: 0905hrs) Admission adult £16,

: under 13 free Web msv.com

: Contact 08434539000

OUT WEONESDAY, APRIL 25

H Croft, NYorks

BARC meeting: Legends, Pickups,
Northern Sports/Saloons, Pre '66
Touring Cars, Pre '83 Group 1 Touring
Cars, Pre '93 Touring Cars, Pre'03
Touring Cars, Pre '05 Touring Cars,
Blue Oval Saloons, Classic and
Historic Thunder Saloons Starts
Saturday, racing from 1205hrs
(qualifying from 0930hrs) Sunday,
racing from 1230hrs (qualifying from
1200hrs) Admission adult£15,
child free Web croftcircuit.co.uk
Contact01325721815

RALLY

SATURDAY
mShackleton, Ballykelly
Larkin the Park Rally

Starts 1000hrs
AdmissionTBC

Web maidencitymotorclub.com
EElgin, Moray

McDonald & Munro Speyside
Stages Rally

Starts 0858hrs Admission free
Web speyside-stages.co.uk

SUNDAY

mClacton, Tendring
Peninsula

Rally Tendring and Clacton

Starts 0830hrs Admission free (visit -

website for spectator areas)

Web corbeauseatsrally.co.uk

H Coolshannagh, County
Monaghan

Four Seasons Hotel Stages Rally
Starts 1000hrs

Admission free

Web monaghanmotorclub.net
EKames Motorsport
Complex, Muirkirk
Kames Spring Rally
StartsTBC

AdmissionTBC

Web eastayrshirecc.co.uk

SPORTING SCENE
SATURDAY/SUNDAY
ELochgelly, Scotland
National Hot Rods: European
Championships

Starts 1700hrs/1300hrs
AdmissionTBC

Web nationalhotrod.com

SUNDAY

mSheffield, SYorkshire
BriSCAF1

Starts 1230hrs

Admission TBC

Web brisca.com

Details correctattime of press
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Book your advert before 12pm Monday and see it in print first thing Wednesday

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

D )

Ihiners Clubs
Insermational

Telephone: 0203 4058 109 Email: mnads@motorsport.com

Important

The publishers reserve the right to refuse
advertisements and do not accept liability for
clerical or printers errors.

Terms for approved accounts strictly net within
30 days. The advertisers name and address

If you are a trade advertiser this must be
indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers
are also reminded that they are responsible for
complying with legal requirements currently in
force.

Six weeks notice prior to issue date required
for cancellation of any advertisement. All Verbal

If you wish to advertise in the
Motorsport News Classified please
call 0203 4058 110 or

email mnads@motorsport.com
Deadline: Mondays at 12noon

Brand New Private Seller Rates
Lineage:

25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat)

25 words + Picture = £35 (£42inc vat)
Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat)

Motorsport News Classified Address for advertising
offers a fantastic opportunity to
advertise to a uniquely motorsport
based audience. Advertising with

us puts your advert right in front

Motorsport News Advertising
1 Eton Street,

of a very hands on and involved Full Colour 4x1 Box Advert (subject to change on Bank Holiday Richmond, must accompany all advertisements, whether for e ek e i
ket £50 (£60 inc vat) k publication or not. P! 9.
motorsport market. weeks) TW9 1AG Any advertisement received too late for publication

Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Terms of acceptance of advertising are available
on request.

£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat)
Private seller Offer
25% off when you book for 4 weeks

and any advertisement received too late for
inclusion in the current issue will automatically be
inserted in the next available issue.

Payment: Cheques and postal
orders should be made payable to
Autosport Media UK Ltd

PARES AND ACCESSORIES

E www.proalloy.co.uk — E—— S— 01440 710266 @

(@ sales@proalloy.co.uk ) N . ' Pro Alloy Motorsport, 15 Rookwood Way
. Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8PB
ALLOY co.ux

Hawk and Carbotech
D motorsport compounds

" arkh

SPECIALIST MOTORSPORT ENGINEERING

@f.ﬂrh'"

Pro Alloy Motorsport are one of the leading manufacturers of alloy radiators, intercoolers, fuel systems
and specialist alloy motorsport products. Our products are built to exacting specifications by craftsmen
and technicians who have honed their skills from many years of intensive research, development and
fabrication. From race cars to fast-road, through to thoroughbred classics, Pro Alloy has the solution to
ensure your car stays ahead of the competition....

PERFORMANCE BRAKES

} Cambridge
‘Motorsport Parts

www.cambridgemotorsport.com
sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

Tweet Us
@ProAlloy

www.proalloy.co.uk

facebook.com/
proalloy.motorsport

Pro Alloy Motorsport specialise in one-off and small batch runs, working from b
drawings, photographs or physically on the car itself. We are happy to produce
bespoke items such as radiators, fuel tanks, intercoolers, custom pipe work + more.

FABRICAGEZ==E

We supply a
comprehensive range of
wiring products for repair,
modification or complete
rewire to your vehicle

Vehicle
Wiring
Products

MITSUBISHI

Grp N, R4,
B13 / Open Class

Tel 01524 761398

Large amount of
parts held in stock
ready for immediate
despatch View our

| Alloywheelrepairs.com |

- Repairs to aluminium and magnesium
wheels and castings.

«Wheels chemically stripped, fne bead
blasted and powder coated.

«Wheels inserted and PCD and ofset
altered.

( Chevette ]

« Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

« HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll
cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works
spec.

40 years of experience to share.

ROLLCAGE DES!
Tubular Steel Bending &
Roll Cages with over 20 years Experience
Your Safety is our Priority
From Road to Race, Autograss to Rally,
Historic to Current Day

For friendly helpful advise contact Peter Folbigg

W 07801 749 888 f
fabricagebt@gmail.com

B ———

QED

Full range of engine components for:
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE

I IAN JEMISON

VAUXHALL ECOTEC
HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET, ROVER K-SERIES

BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA Call or buy online!
QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK

@1 904 703 863) 01509 412 317

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

EWS

L\((
: , TO ADVERTISE YOUR NEW PRODUCTS AND SERVICES IN OUR NEXT
Roce ExhaoustEs (— ISSUE CALL

0203 4058 109

online catalogue at

waynesis@aol.com
www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

3

Simpson

Like Us
facebook com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

, Follow Us
twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts

01753532222 || Exhausts
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THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT
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If you would like to advertise
your products or

services here please email

Benjamin.kavanagh@
motorsport.com

{ RACELOGIC
& F~ = F 4

0203 405 8109

CALL FOR MORE INFO
01327 858 006

4‘-'-'
BES_’
i
e

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON |.’
[H250mm x W300mm x LE00mm] '

PROJECT

CME

CUSTO

IXCFFCENTER

2

I PROJECT | PROJECT
CMB-FT015 : " cmB
CUSTOM <
INLET, 6mm OUTLET

FILLER NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] GOMPLEI'EWH'H BUILT-!N LEVEL SENSOF{ [BAFF].ED]

GunteSPSESwhenyoucall ) .compbrake.com

Compbrake Motorsport Lid, Belvedere Barn Estate, Unit F1, Crank Road B:Ilmge ngan WN5 7EZ Sales: sales@compbrake com Technical: technical@compbrake.com
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MARKETPLACE

8
Dﬂlly De“q FREE?! Rally Design 2018 Moforspori Catalogue!?

Available from our website www.rallydesign.co.uk

See
RALLY
DESIGN AT

NEW,
PRODUGTS

STONELEIGH ZANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND SUNDAY 6TH & MONDAY 7TH MAY 2018

BLACKLINE GAS
CHARGED, :
INSERTS | Page 82

FRONT STRUT
TUBE KIT

ESCORT WING
BADGES

FORD TRIM CLIPS
& GROMMETS

Page 96-100

CALIPER
CARRIER

HEATED WINDSCREENS
Escort Mk & 2

Wy,
\\m 52mm SMOKE LENS
s \

GAUGES

MATCHING TACHO & SPEEDO

RV IRICK BLACKLINE HELICAL ATB's
ENGLISH, ATLAS, SIERRA 7", FORD FWD,
MX5, FOCUS ST170

60mm ‘STEPPER |
SWEEP' GAUGES

SPECIAL
TACHOMETERS _, —_—

ATLAS AXLE
PARTS

ATLAS &
PLATELSD |

ENGLISH
PLATE LSD

ATLAS INTO ENGLISH PARTS
Inc. Heavy Duty Halfshafts

CASTOR/CAMBER
GAUGE
MOUNT

'Page 177

INFRA RED
THERMOMETER,
Up to 500°C

Page 177

TROLLEY |
TOOLBOX

LEVELLER
Page 189

Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888 www. rﬂ"ydesfgn.co.uk UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2QJ
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MARKETPLACE

SPORTSICAR CLUB

The Classic Sports Car Club organises friendly
club racing with an emphasis on great value for
money and high driving standards. We race at the
best circuits in the UK and abroad, with simple
regulations and class structures.

Highlights for 2018:

New Bike-engined group in Gold Arts
Magnificent Sevens

I I O I O RS PO R I Multiple races at Spa Francorchamps
including the Spa 3 Hours race.

FOR CARS O F ALL AG ES Open Series. racesl at I\/Iagny—(_)ours, France.

New forced induction race series Motorsports
School Turbo Tin Tops, for Supercharged and
Turbocharged front wheel drive cars.

—— A R AR R AR el R d ReAa

SERIES The Motorsports School

Classic Sports Car Club
Tel: 01225 810655
Email: info@classicsportscarclub.co.uk
f Classic Sports Car Club E@ @CSCCRacing

U.K. Concessionaires

FILTER KING e

| Glencoe Ltd - Facet UK Concessionaire

Military standard: MIL-STD-461F
- Test life cycle: 6,000 hrs

Used professionally in:
* Off Roading Sports
e Historic Racing

* Historic Rallying

* Fuel Filtering

. Fuel Pressure Control
* High Flow (optional)
¢ Cleanable Chamber

¢ Clear or Metal Bowl

* Robust Design

RANGE OF | S * Proven High Qualit |
MODELS Ml gh Quality ' ; .
ﬁ Historically original equipment with

ALFA ROMEO * BENTLEY ° BRITISH LEYLAND °* LOTUS EEE== Made in the USA BEE=

TEL 01754 493 558 Tel: 01784 493 555

/' Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk
www.glencoeltd.co.uk

Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk

www.glencoeltd.co.uk




36 APRIL 18 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

LUXURY MOTORHOMES
. SALES s BROKERAGE

"“-5-. = Y

= VISIBLY LOUD

2014 KETTERER CONTINENTAL “HIGH END” LUXURY MOTORHOME -STUNNING & IMMACULATE
18.000 KM - 12. 00 METER 2 SLIDEOUTS - CAFI CARRYING CAPABILITY

aaﬁ; \r’

PRICE AND ADDITIONAL INFURMATIUN UPDN APPLICATIUN
FULL SIZE IMAGES ¥ FACEBOOK.COM/LUXURYMOTORHDAO

ARTICULATED DREAM GENERATION II
BESPOKE MANUFACTURED LUXURY MOTORHOME

CUSTOM BUILT CHASSIS » TAILORED DESIGN & FLOORPLANS - ~=
2, 3 or 4 SLIDEOUTS +« FINISHING TO THE HIGHEST OF u "‘
STANDARDS * FINEST FIXTURES & FITTINGS » PRIVACY GLASS - '
GAGGENAU KITCHEN AF’PLIANCES WALI‘( IN WAF!DRDBES
IMAGES & INTERIORS '# EBO XURYI - ES

HAVE A MOTORHOME? WE PROVIDE TAILORED MOTORHOME MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS TO RACING DRIVERS.

VISIBELY LOUD P -
PIERSCEDONNELLY

TEL: +44 333838 44 55 15 WWW.LUXURY-MOTORHOMES .EU-SALES@LUXURY-MOTORHOMES.EU

wF e B
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BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

T

¥ Connected to you

L

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has been designed around your race weekend.

Light-weight materials and clever design provide strength throughout. Combined
with a proven wheels under the bed chassis and advanced suspension your
journey with a Race Transporter will be competent and comfortable.

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
weekend orientated features providing a comfortable work environment.
Tyre and equipment storage is available in several places, with enhanced
options also offered. Interior lighting, remote controlled electric winch
and a full set of side doors with hatches all contribute to making

loading effortless and speedy.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,499 + vat e AT
L .L.-_;-uus_wm!?

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

PORTSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
T: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS
T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester,
Hampshire
S0O21 3AS
T: 01962 774988
Fax 01962 795 093
E: info@trailers.co.uk
E: sales@trailertek.com
www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM
GREGG MOTORSPORT
T: 07977975173
E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com
www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road, Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

T: 07933842719

Dealers who hold stock

NORTH SCOTLAND
GLENBURGIE CARS

WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND

Easter Lawrenceton Steading
Forres IV36 2RL
T: +44 (0)1309 676787
E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk
www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON
BLUE LINE TRAILERS

Main Road

Sutterton
Boston
Lincs

PE20 2BE

T: 01205 460346
E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER
Bridgwater Trailer Centre
The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road,
Bridgwater TA6 4AP
T: 01278 445000
www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON

SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE

Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road, Wallington, Surrey
SM6 7BJ
T: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@sltc.co.uk
ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
T: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
T: +44 (0)1787 249737
T: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
www.1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington
West Sussex
RH20 4LR
T: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1 Marsden Barn,
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton,
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
T: 01455641367
Mob: 07968 888624
marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
T: 01159293901
Mob: 0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,
Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG
T: 01686 628144

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 0SB
T: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farrm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading, RG7 1NB
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
www.lovelltrailers.co.uk
T: 01183240403

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
T: 0044(0)2885549851

www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford Trailers Limited ® 14 Great Central Way ¢ Daventry ® Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

(€ 9:9:4:10).4 4 RACEWEAR

_ PHOENIX Gearboxman.com Grepd Prix
Authorised stockists for: COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES i ———
PULTIEES e o Gearboxes and AXles for Road // Race / Rally / & more e bt e s
01527 908676 | www.phoenixa couk §  Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007 T wwwgprdirect.com

RACE CARS RACEWEAR

: 1 It -H (:_-.'_ . (SRR ‘rv'b
R __l _:4.,*’—_ T2 7 ) - {,—:;,

m C) RACE&A;.LV

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
RACE & RALLY PARTS RACEWEAR

www.mcrracecars.co.u

01933 411 993 f—=e S

jondelrace@aol.com

MCR's for sale

arrive & drive packages WWW.JJCRACEANDRALLY.COM

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORETO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

== MARDIGRAS |Fgemontweeks
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD == MOTORSPORT
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING. \\
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS, \\

PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

_ MOTORSPORT —

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128 Www.mardlgras.co.uk www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists -

T

©®Quick Turnaround

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS [
We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW! W

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will

put fogether the best package with engines producing 250640 up fo 5500hp Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine ®Min Order Only 4
A - : oy kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide. ® No Logo Set Up Fees
maore email: q com
Gm call Mark on: 01244 822 327 of visit: groupbmotorsport.com W: shdev.co.uk E: shdmotorspori@biconnectcom T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121 WWW. OgomeUP-COoU 8 73

RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥? Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

\  Performance Tuning Specialists
Northampton © 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
) Motorsport 1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity

] o Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
northamptonmott:}r-sn;::'lt@btconnect o  Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
or visit Plus much more, Contact us on

northamptonmotorsport.com 01604 766624

(€ 9:9:3:10).4 4 RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS
Avanti Motorsport Transmissions Autoparts and Hvdraulics l[l
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP p y o RV
+44 (01458) 446517 (R) WWW. EMP RE E‘F-COQUI(
avantimotors@btconnect.com . e 1 &
he gl X
- Rally and Race Gearboxes L"Vmg + 3
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes Tel: +44 (0) i 76 I 300 489
-5 & 6 speed Gearkit y
_ Limited 5|1S§§ffer§s{i;|; etc. sales@LMAautoparts.com www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk
(e]29:4:4:10).4 3] RACE & RALLY PARTS WHEELS & TYRES
-
- ‘;a:g:»?:c;g;am.:; Stocﬁ:??: culsgm;; made COMF'OMOT!VE
5a vesha i ue ells. MOTORSPORT WHEELS
- Q1782280136 F: 01782269913 Short lead times. Winning all over the world since 1973...
£ sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com 01527 521050 Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.

Including CXR, ML and MO
WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Ben Kavanagh Abbey Gunner
Classified Advertising Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8109 T: +44 (0) 203 405 8131

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com E: abbey.gunnex@motorsport.com
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THE DRIVER'S
PAD

FERODO RACING BRAKE PAD‘S¢

developed and engineered to perform in all four phases of the braklng event.

o -
In addition to the bite and deceleration expected
from a world class race pad, Ferodo pads offer
the superior modulation and instantaneous release
for maximum exit speeds.

® MOGUL - www.fenWracing.com

Circuit Supplies (UK) Ltd, Unit 8, Eden Cou
Eden Way, Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 4FY SELECTED RANGE NOW AVAILABLE

Tel: 01525 385 888 * Fax: 01525 385 898 THERMALLY BEDDED
info@circuitsupplies.com
www.circuitsupplies.com




