| MOTORFOWN -
ANO GIITOWN

i i )

2 Ne 49 - JUNE 10th 1982 AT BRITAIN £1 - CANADA 3$50 - IRL £ 1,40







IN THIS ISSUE PAGE 44 ,

7 Ty b ‘:ﬂ\ THE TALBOT-
LIGIER: HEIR TO
QIE € -
THE LOTUS 80
Sice infernatonal |

PADDOCK NOTES
FROM DETROIT

BACED PAGE 14 PAGE 28

BALL & POST CARD
JOHN WATSON: s i Dgfm;:” e
NOT SO QUIET NOW

It was a will o’ the wisp, Giorgio Piola explains the

which did not stop Alain simifarities and dissimilarities
Prost from taking pole. PAGE 30 be en Jean-Pierre
=== Jabouille’s ni car it
PAGE 16 PHOF".E MchELE g::;:Crzsssor T
e ALBORETO
THE RACE
PAGE 48

NELSON'S COLUMN

For the second time in three
grands prix, GPI queried the
once-peaceful Watson. This
time, it was Mike Doodson
who asked the guestions

PAGE 12
EXTRA, EXTRA

PAGE 20 Keith Botsford talked with | j
RACE STATISTICS the young Tyrrell driver for

e AND LAP CHART :}f;?r?u;:’iny predict a brif h
PAGE 22 PAGE 34

DETROIT REBORN? | THE GRAND PRIX | pAGE 49
IN PICTURES COCKPITS

Looking back to the long. hot

N'50 (CANADA) summer of ‘67, Keith Bots-
WILL BE ON SALE ford goes into the origins of
ON JUNE 17th. Formula 1°s newest grand

prix

SILK
CcuT

A. Komg ASSOCIATE
NAGER Robin Good
ichelle Dubosc, Xavier
s Lacroix. Martine Fréour
as Géron. Didier Bussat, Jacques Poiner
ues. Lionat Froissard, John Blakemor Intemational is publishad in five languages
e Lille. 75007 Pans. France. U S A Long Beach GRAND PRIX ASSOCIATION 110W. 110W
02 60 0B 26 SPAIN Po Castellana 169 Madnd 16 HOLLAND Zuidgroep. Postbus
West Drayton 44055 Teiex 813787 Printed in Belgium by Hoorens

267503 LOGMAN G PUBLISHI
5. Fm..wcmuoxmmun v

GRAND PRIX PUBLICATIONS Ltd 6 York Street. London W1H TFA Tel 01 4861277 Telex
PUBLISHERS ‘Michel Hommel. Graham Rogers. INTERNATIONAL COORDINATION Darae
man. SUBSCRIPTIONS MANAGER . Sarah Redmond. CHIEF EDITOR  Keit ard EDITO
Chimits, Maurice Hamilton, Heinz Pruller, Jeff Hutchinson COLUMNIST Neison Piguet. ARTI
Annie Nédelec. LAYOUT . Pascal Tournaire. Alain Convard, jacques Gaiott:, Jean Bern.
PHOTOGRAPHERS . Bernard Asser, A - P. SAM, DPPI. First Line, Vandystadt. Coch
English, Franch, Spanish. Italian, Cutch PARIS HEADQUARTERS AND EDITORIAL
cean Bud. Long Beach CA 30BO2. ITALY . Editoriale Arbe s 1.l wia Arbe 10 20125 Milano. 14l
245,2501 CE The Hague DISTRIBUTED BY . COMAG. Tavistock Road, West Drayton. Middlesex UB 77QE. Tel
Prnting
GPI published after each Formula One vent (with 2cum‘hmn issues). Sead change of
USPS 597 330 First Class $72 00

THE MILD CIGARETTE

GaLianrn Lrsarren
address to | GRAND PRIX INTERNATIONAL 110 W Ocean Blvd. Surte A LONG BEACH CA 30802

Enjoy ¢
j oy ullne l.gfnmzle pleasure of Silk Cut.

choice in mild cigarettes.



The paddock in DetIroiv

PATRICK JOINS
FERRARI... FOUR
AND A HALF YEARS
LATE!

“With effect from the Dutch
Grand Prix. Patrick Tambay will
drive the second Ferran in the
rernaining races of the 1982 sea-
son. Scuderig Ferran is particu-
larly grateful to Count Rudi Van
der Straten, whose sporting ges
ture int releasing his driver from his
Can-Am commitments is greatly
appreaciated.”

It was the above press release
which alerted GPI’s editonal team
in Detroit to the appointment of
the man who is to take over Gilles
Villeneuve’s place

The contract, surprising as it may

be to some, will surely enable
Patrick to show his full potential
This was certainly not the case
during the two years he spent
with McLaren (at a time when the
team was going through a techni-
cally difficult period), nor last
year. with Talbot, when he was
rarely (if ever) given the same
equipment as Jacques Laffite
Enzo Ferrari first approached
Tambay in 1977, when the
Frenchman was daing remarkably
well with the Ensign owned and
entered for him by Hong Kong mil-
lionaire Teddy Yip. At that time
Patrick — an F1 newomer — was
1ust one of several drivers being
considered for the Ferrari position
In the event, he decided {wrongly,
as things turned out) to go to
McLaren. The Ferrari seat then
went to Gilles Villeneuve, who
was very soon to become Tam-
bay’s close friend.
Having veluntarily withdrawn
from Formula 1 after 3 brief
encouter with the Arrows team at
Kyalami earlier this year, Tambay
was all set this year to chase a
third Can-Am title with the VDS
team. In the first round of the
1982_ seres at Road Atlanta,
Georgia, he had been leading by
more than a minute when his
Cicale VDS001 was put off the
road by a backmarker.
The announcement from Ferran
Seems to have caught most of the
Itahan press by surprise. They had
speculated in depth on the possi-
bilities facing the Scuderia, which
mludodmung with only one car
for the n r of the year, as
had happened before fallowing
:l;ea !ée;nh of Wolfgang von Trps
”967: and Lorenzo Bandini
Amencan sources nform us that

6

the drive was offered both 10
Mario Andratti and Rick Mears
1hey refused because there was
no opportunity to test the car
beforehand|, and even the names
of Jones and Reutemann were
mentioned. Yet not once among
all the suppositions did the name
of Tambay anse.

It now appears that a vital role i
the selection was played by Didier
Pironi. As he told us in Detroit
‘I'm delighted, and it was [ who
first got in touch with Patrick
with Ferrari's full agreement natu
rally. In my opinion they would
never have signed anyone
without first copsulting me.
“There was a very short list of
possibilities. We cansidered it
vital that they should all have up-
to-date F1 experience... and once

we 'd been given the go-ahead by
VDS we didn 't hesitate to choose
Patnck. He is a greatly underesti
mated driver who has never been
given the opportunity to show
what he’s capable of doing in a
decent FI car.

“Personaily, | have known Patrick
since our Formula Renault days
We did some F2 races together.
Fatrick will not be having his first
race with us until Zandvoort, for
technical reasons. because we
have made a lot of changes to the
car for Detrait and Montreal which
would have made it impossible for
Ithree identical chassis to be got
ready in time.

“Patrick will therefore have the
Opportunity to get used to the car,
the team and the turbo engine
during some long sessions on the
test track at Fiorano. Our work
programme has been badly
delayed since Zolder: I'm Sure thar
a fortnight s hard work by Patrick
at Fioranoc will help us to catch up
alot of ground.

Good luck, then, to Patrick Tam-
bay, who has been consistently
popular with the press and the
public. In the Circumstances, we
think that he will agree that s
only right that he should not make
his Ferran debut uny after the
race at Montreal

WELL, BRIAN. ..

Our prize for honest quate of th
bw:eﬁ 90€5 10 Brian Henran \.mhue
2 5king in the sudden glory of the
mencan media, said. “I think
r.ms' race is great. These Quy:
cfon:knawl'mmsr aw. I:eran;

they just go on mnterviewing me -

NO TOLEMANS IN
DETROIT

With only 29 cars present
Detroit organisers foun mse:

ves in the fortunate position of not
having o organise the ust ; pre
qualification “'session within-a
session’”’ which normally takes
place on Friday moming Conside
ring the panic at the circuit ansing
from the endless difficulties with
the circuit safety arrangements, it
is interesting to speculate what
would have happened if the usual
31 cars had been in the pits

The absentees were the two
Toleman-Harts of Warwick and
Fab, allegedly stranded in France
by a breakdown of their transpor

ter on the way home from
Monaco. Having lost two days
rescuing the vehicle, itseems that
there was just nof enough time to
get the damage to Warwick's
Monaco wreck repaired and to
turn the material around before
the plane left for America

We understand that the Toleman
crew is determined to be at Mon

treal in one week's time, and that
they will arrive by air freight

Sceptics have suggested that the
team will be more than happy to
have this break, but a Pirelli repre-
sentative has confirmed that a full
complement of tyres had been
delivered to Detroit for the British
turbocars, and will be taken to
Montreal

the

GPI IN FORMULA 3

Following the trend begun last
year by the English edition of your
’BVDUFIIE I'I‘IﬂtﬂfSDD" magazine,
GPl is to put its support behind a
deserving Formula 3 driver. Last
year our choice was Dr Jonathan
Paimer, who went on to win the
British title, and this year we will
backing the French driver Pierre

Petit
-

Petit, 22, is curreni
senes with his Rall-‘T'(!:f?){:;ngR':’ge
:hich 'S prepared by Dave Pncé
sal:mg N London. He has already
F?ma l;rnhc pace, with victories at
o Clcal'd. Nogaro, Al and
o rl\.or urrently he has 72 points,
Kl € than second man Michel
€. brother of the controversial
winner of the Monaco £3 event

THE LATE LA
SHOW: WHqo

TE

w
TO BLAME? e
i‘.e hada Conversation
Ungaro, the track sa.&ﬂ,-'”m Dﬁu
ooked as harrieq 5«;:1 n
perhaps slightly more +
as he was being Sic
though responsible fq
delays in Detroit
day. “My job, “said De, K _?an,,
10 build circuits, but 1o ., S0
they're safe " Then o ‘ak
Derek ascribe the U”Du: 21 g
[that’s a polite word) of Thectuaq'
organizers? Gl
“Well, it’s two things hag;
answered Derek phulosaphcaw'»
“First of all, it Sdr'mushmp,;:aw
to get anything right the hfs:
off. How can you re) a ;
cars will take unpi they g:t; .
there and practise? If drivers
bump, they're gomg tg :f"
roundit, that makes fureuew;:
Second, there is the arlituge o
the organizers. For them this i
big game. Great fun, but ,,:,
something to be worked ar,
Ssimply hé r D
professionatm of e

ofessionalism the sport ang

they spend as much time dnnAang
coffee and eating hot dogs as they
do getting anything done. It's

Friday ang

almost impossible to get any *

sense of urgency into them.*

DRIVES’ PACE-
CAR IDEA GETS
THUMBS DOWN

Lack of wvisibility at Detroi. the
narrowness of the circuit, the
absence of any cranes, the po
bability of breakdown trucks ot
the circuit (with accampanyind
bad dreams about Long Beachl
caused the drivers to put for
ward a suggestion that a pacs
car might be used at Detroit 0
case of any accidents during thé
race. The aim was to stop ratind
while the track was clutl
with  rescue vehicles. TH®
idea has long been in usé
Indianapolis and in endurant
races. 3
But when Didier Pironi: AW'"
Prost, Nigel Mansell, Jean-Peet
Jarier and Niki Lauda met
Jean-Marie Balestre in his
at the Westin Hotel on Thwa
night, to discuss safety 2%
pace-car, they came up @ v
a problem. To use @
would effectively :haHQB,W
mpH
rules for the World Cha f s
hip. Only with the u"a:smﬁ'
agreement of all the col e
tors could this be chand gwn
affair was discussed theY il
Friday until Saturday ":hatﬂn
when it was learnt that ri"
idea had fallen on deaf &2
been refused.
We all now know what :anﬁ';
ned in the race. Thre€ G:;nl- the
relatively harmless acct 5(09"
organisers panicked and e et
the race. The drivers ?:cas'““'
often right, and on this o e
their pace-car ide2 W"dlculs-
saved the organisers L
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ARROWS IN THE
BREEZE

There was an ongina
nised on the Wednes
noon

before the g
Detroit. Starting at the
ble Detroit suburb of

Pointe on the Detroit riv
the Formula 1 teams were
to take part n a iling rai
boats provided for them camp
with an experienced captain

An extremely strong wind made
things, uh, nteresting for the
several drivers, team mana
and sponsors who went al
the sail, and some of them lool
distinctly happy when it was all
over two hours later. The antics of
some of the novices looked very
Spectacular

Inthe end, despite the expertise of
yachting fans like Jochen Mass

Jean-Pierre Jarier and Jean-
Francois Robin (the Matra engine
man), it was the Arrows team
who walked off with the trophy
for this "'Sailing Grand Prix of
Detroit.”" Alas, noticeable by their
absence were most of the Latin
orientated teams like Talbot
Ligier, Renault, Ferrari and Alfa
Romeo

ars

MORE STREET
FIGHTING?

Word has reached us from the
Department of Opaque Communi
ques at the Place de la Concorde
that two further street races are
definitely being considered for
next season: Pans and Moscow
The first, under socialism, seems
unlikely; the second. under a diffe
rent form of socialism, seems all
too likely

ened, it would

es the no a nd
would be other than
s. Mind you

authorities

could

or twenty thou
hink
they might use
but at least they'd h
all the way

nstead
cape-roads

British street

s approval
likely to be given a

coup de grace by the nsurers

LAMMERS BREAKS
HIS THUMB

It was on his 13th lap of the
Detroit circuit that Jan Lammers
had the misfortune to he wall
near Cobo Hall, the consequence
of a stuck throttle. The accident
was not very severe, and damage
to his Theodore was light, but the
tiny Dutchman climbed out in
obvious distress.

His thumb had been caught by the
spoke of his spinning steernng
wheel, and one of the two bones
was broken. With his hand in a
tray of ice to numb the pain, he
was taken off to hospital for a
Saturday morning pinning opera
tion. “We offered the drive
to Mario Andrett, who turned it
down, and we would have been
happy to have put Derek Warwick
in it if he had been here,’" sad a
team spokesman. “We will cer
tainly have someone available for
Montreal, and we expect Jan to

be back in action for the Dutch GP

S ol .q\@
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TOO MANY

At least the organisers of the Detroit Grand Prix
can be exculpated from one of the race’s many
disasters; they were not responsible for the rain
which fell in buckets on Saturday, ruining the
second qualifying session and leaving the World
Champion, Nelson Piquet, out in the cold. But for
therest, blame attaches.

It is not merely a matter of the state of the track
which — manhole covers and all — did not prove
impossible to drive on, caused no major mishaps
and gave us what was really an enterprising race.
It was the almost grotesque haphazardness and
unprofessionalism of the proceedings that stuck
in our craw. And, principally, the little matter of
the red flag and the interrupted race.

It happened at a particularly ludicrous moment in
the race and at a particularly apposite spot: in fact
one of the few places in which there was an ade-
quate escape road. Thus, when Patrese and Guer-
rero had their brief ancounter of the usual kind,
and Watson managed to avoid them, on any other
track in the world the consequences would have
been a retirement, a car wheeled away to safety st
voila.

But notin Detroit, where the marshal first tripped
on his fire extinguisher and then couldn’t get it
working and where the clerk of the course, pre-
maturely and unnecessarily, flagged the race to a
stop. A stop, let it be said, that lasted an hour and
eight minutes. During which, presumably, fire
drill instructions were given and the tyre wall was
lashed back together.

It would be hard to imagine the like happening in
Monaco, or even at Long Beach — whose first
Grand Prix we recall with a certain affectionate
giggle. The trouble in Detroit was sheer amateu-
rism on the part of the organisers. They were not
there when needed and when thers, not aware of
the profaessional standards required by F1 racing.
After all, if a race had to be stopped for a minor
incident — and it was only the marshals who were
at even the remotest risk — then what about the
other cars that littered the track in far more dan-
gerous fashion 7 Or the added danger of a second
start?

The delay ruined television, which switched to a
history of aerobatics, dampened the crowd — and
baffled them as well —, further shortened the race
and generally failed, as Watson said afterwards,
to support the credibility of the sport. Surely the
powers that be should insist on higher standards;
or do they propose to go on handing out street
races to whatever promotor puts up the neces-
sary bucks?

GPI
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the season.

fter all the delays and bit-
ches during practice, it
was a relief - almost g
surprise -- when on Sun-
day afterncon the green
light went on to signal the start of the
main event only a matter of a few
seconds after the 2,20 pm scheduled
start time, But the Detroit Grand Prix still
had a few surprises in store for the
anxious teams in the pits and for the
100,000 spectators (not all of them
paying, of course) who watched from

@ 9ap between Keke aih f Unlike Zolder,
an € wall at e 's
gralndsmnd or from one the many tall  spot where Keke didn't BXpect it Th: zag:;ﬁ,:zgﬁds
buildings around the course. MP4 hit the congrets and d :
; amaged
One of those surprises, of course, was suspension. Laydg climbed out sgtudqgs :t Fa e fie
the aceident which caused the race to be the damage ang set off to walk‘ Bl ad second
red-flagged atter only six laps. Another g pit. 9 thoughts and from
was the fact that no-one knew exactly  Thera e found the MeLaren International g:,ﬁ::n Ti;
& 4
S Ppa
8
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driver who pulled off his second unco

PRACTICE

WAS NOT
PERFECTION

k 1. ONAL

The winner of the Detroit Grand Prix, predictec! Ford’s racing
guru Walter Hayes, would be an experienced driver, someone
with a mature head on his shoulders. At 36, John Watson
might have been one of Hayes’ nominations, but from 17th
place on the grid he hardly looked like a good bet, Neverthe-
less, with a superb display of aggression, it was the McLaren

ntested race victory of

= —— By Mika Doodson -

how many laps the ra
because someone
that average spee

e would run,
had guessed wrongly)
ds would be about 15
Rer cent higher than they were, and had
allotted a race distance of 70 laps --
which would take the event wel| over the
two hour maximum laid down in the rulg
book

But perhaps the biggest surprise of al|
was the mistake which Niki Lauda made
on lap 41 of the “combined’” races
Lauda tried 1o put his

GPI pays homage to
Watson, here
flanked by Cheever
and Pironi. A
weekend of whines
ends on an up-beat.




John was 17th on
the grid after first
practice, which
effectively settied
averyone’s position.
As rain fell Saturday
afternoon, he put in
an excallent fourth
fastest, though Niki
Lauda was quickest
of all.

crew in a state of strained happiness. His
team mate John Watsan had taken the
lead a couple of laps before his accident,
and now Wattie was in complete control
of the race, more than 20 seconds clear
(more on aggregate) of Eddie Cheever.
‘“The accident was probably my fault”,
said Niki; “after being stuck behind Pironi
and Cheever for such a long time | was
being too eager to overtake Keke”

The team’s joint managing directors, Ron
Dennis and Teddy Mayer, smiled unders-
tandingly from beneath the head sets of
their intercom systems. They were
timing the gap between Watson and
ieever, and it grew even greater in the
few minutes that Niki spent in search of
his bright red Parmalat cap which he
wears when his rolled-up racing balaclava
doesn’t conceal those burn scars on his
head.
As Watson increased his lead, the frowns
on the faces of Dennis and Mayer relaxed
slightly. There remained a few worries,
though. Would the fuel last? Would
John's car fail the scrutineer's post-race
weigh-in, as Lauda’s had in Belgium?
Would someone find a technical reason
why they shouldnt have changed the
tyres on the car in the hour before the
race was re-started?

All those anxieties faded soon. But it took
a long time for Watson, Cheever and
Pironi to reappear after their parade lap
(at 2.493 miles, Detroit is long for a
street circuit), and when they did there
can have been few winners who sprayed
champagne with the enthusiasm that
John Watson put into the job. There was
a time, of course, when he didn't get
much practice at it. There was a full five
year interval between his first GP victory
(Austria, 1976) and his second (Silvers
tone, last year). Now he’'d won his
second race out of the last three. He even
had a six point lead over Pironi in the
world championship

This state of affairs had hardly seemed
possible after practice, as John was
ready to admit. “‘The car was really not at
all good in qualifying. But then / have a
reputation for not being particularly quick
in practice, although in the race /seemto
get on with the programme guite well.
“\We knew we had to do something fairly
dramatic, so we made some changes
overnight”. He looked suitably ignorant
later when aaked what the changes had
been. *‘They weren 't very major, ldon't
know exactly what was done and fcan’t
explain why they made such a difference.
But they seem to have done the trick.””
At the post race press conference, Wat-
tie also admitted that he didn't remember
much about the epic charge which had
taken him all the way from 1 5th position
on the first lap of the first race to the top
of the pedium. “/ remember | passed
Eddie and Didier on one lap, and | think |
must have gone past Niki too. Someti-
mes in a race you get a sort of motion
going, a momentum that makes almost
anything possible. And obviously | had it
today...”"

He said that two factors had helped him
to win. “'One was the restart. | had made
such a bad start in the first part that it

made it easier to have a second go with
fewer peaple in front of me on the grid.
“'Then there were the tyres. | went for
the slightly harder Michelin compound,
Jjust like | did in Belgium. It was on the
advice of Michelin that | did it both
times... so maybe I'll take their advice
again. My choice was affected by the
weather, too: it could have done any-
thing, but | gambled on the temperature
being slightly higher than it had been in
qualifying. And it worked. "

The worst moment for Watson had been
Bruno Giacomelli’s ill-advised attempt to
re-pass at half distance. “‘He tried to
come inside me at turn 4, braked too late
and ran over my rear wheel. His car was
damaged but mine survived. | just pres-
sedon.”

Inevitably, the local newsmen wanted to
know about John's feelings now that he
had a solid six point lead in the world
championship (subject, of course, to the
appeals currently being made against the
Brazilian and Belgian results).

“| suppose | have to consider them (my
championship chances) very seriously,
and so does my team. | hope it’s not too
embarrassing for them, because | know
that my team mate would like to win the
championship - and he didn’t score any
points this weekend. I'm just going to run
the races as they come... but with enly
one third of the season complete it's
much too early to talk about the cham-
pionship.

Inevitably, though, the championship will
occupy his thoughts more and more. Just
as a driver gets into the momentum of
which John talked here in Detroit, so his
season gets into a pattern. And with two
GP successes behind him, Watson has
more outright victories behind him this
year than any other driver. (Discounting,
of course, Prost’s “‘by default’” win in
Brazil.) Whether he likes it or not, he must
now get into a ‘championship momen-
tum’” to carry him through to the end of
the year.

For one driver that night, Watson's posi-
tion at the top of the table caused some
amusement. *‘You know ", grinned Nel-
son Piquet, “‘when / took John's place in
the Brabham team there was some bad
feeling between us. | used to tell him that

| would be quicker than he was in his
MelLaren, and | would always go to have
some fun with him when | was quicker.
After | had done that several times, John
used to avoid me.

“*Still, 1 like ta see him doing so well here
in Detroit. | think it’s very amusing to see
John — wha’s probably a 200,000 dollar
a year driver - winning. Especiaily when
Niki Lauda, who must be getting one and
a half million dollars, makes a mistake like
the one he made today with Rosberg...”".

O




XTRA,EXTRA

ques had been heid up on his qualifiers and
was 13th. This went virtually unnoticed inthe
panic of Motor City, but in more serene cir-
cumstances, people might have sat up and
Ei';'ei:‘en;ﬂlcﬂ?f go out at all during the 5"““,“”3
qualifying session. heldona tlrar:k more s”!:.f‘

to the sailing race held earlier in the week e}
track was slippery and there were lots ©
puddles. Jacques didn’t want to risk his car.
Eddie, however, want out to see how the car
handled, and check out Michelin’s wets. He
covered 17 laps and set seventh fastest time.
The drivers still weren't very optimistic for the
race, but at least they knew that the Matra
engine was tough, when the glectrics work_ed
correctly. That was proven at the Belgian
Grand Prix. Any race which is mechanically
demanding and tough on the drivers could turn
1o the advantage of the J§17 men.

And this was the way it turned out. But it
wasn't simply by chance. At the start of the
‘second heat.’ on lap seven, Eddie and Jac-
ques were already in sixth and tenth respecti-
vely. Only Prost, Rosberg, Pironi and Giaco-
melli preceeded the American.

And when Prost was delayed, Rosberg con-
tacted Lauda, Pironi was uninspired and Gia-
comelli retired, Eddie suddenly found himself

NEW LEASE OF
LIFE FOR OLD JS 17

[ HE LIGIER team took just one of their
new JS 19s to Detrait. After the Mone-
gasque scrutineers had ordered thg '
skirts behind the rear wheels to be cut, the dri-
vers reckoned that it had lost much of its
advantage, so the race cars were leftat home,
and justone JS 19 madethe trip to the States,
as a spare car.

So Jacques Laffite and Eddie Cheever had to
fall back on their old J517s again. No develop-
ment work has been undertaken on the order
cars for some time, and to the drivers, they
now mean a struggle to qualify, let alone race.

So two race JS17s were taken to Detroit,
while JS19's problems were being solved.
The Talbot men made their excuses in
advance: they didn't expect much to go right
for them in the States.

During Friday's unofficial session, the two old
cars were 12thand 15th, Laffite quicker than
Cheever. |t was nothing to shout about, but
certainly better than expected.

On Saturday morning, Eddie set ninth fastest
time in the first qualifying session, while Jac-

in second position on the 43 g
Atthe end, he finished just 15 S:Ic.t:.he 53 1o

winner John Watson, It was a'?dsb

result, and no one more sy| a
ver himself. "Prised than 1l
| certainly didn’t expect to have
that. The car behaved amazing)y W’ face .
i J ; el e
the ‘extra’ 45 kilos of the JS17, 1, ' Desprg
fight on equal terms with Lauds g Pir a3 ably 'y
melll and Resberg. Al the same ‘_?’7.'. Glagy,
race | epjoyed. It was one of the 'mo Wasny %
ting I've ever known. " St exhug,
And what of Jacques?He ’
third or fourth, because hiz';?slgsh,la;ﬁ [lnigg‘,d
behind his teammate’s on the 41g¢ aWas Just
laps. But three laps later, Pironj Iau“’\d 4204,
attack, the Ferrari and Ligier made ched g,
and the Ligier came off worse with = d‘;ﬂnracl.
nose section. The final laps in nomaged
Ligier were tedious, but Jacques it S_e}eq..
finish sixth. 9.0n g
But Eddie’s six points and Jac,
unhoped for reward. And the :
week before the Montreal r;;c:’m\:!::f‘ one
J§17's performance in the wet last Ve: the
Ligier and Laffite in line for the fina bamr sl
the World Championship in the desert ol
Vegas. "t atlas
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PANIC IN DETROIT

tter chaos reigned in Detroit

right up to the evening before

raceday. Some said that it
would continue right up the race, even
beyond it, and some even thought that
the Grand Prix was seriously threate-
ned with cancellation even before race
day.
And why this chaos ? Quite simply, the

track hadn’t been finished, and those *

bits that had, according to the organi-
sers, been completed were subject to
modifications demanded by the drivers,
Derek Ongaro and Bernie Ecclestone.
The track that was presented on Wed-
nesday evening was totally unfit for
Formula 1 cars. It appeared impossible
1o smooth out the bumps on the circuit,
despite its recent resurfacing. And
there were no less than 135 manhole
covers on the track (our thanks to
AFP’s representative who carried out
this tedious research during his mor-
ning’'s jogging), plus many other short-
comings, modifications tinged with
amateurism which would have to be
rethought as a whole.

Barriers were removed from certain
areas, and strengthened in others. Con-
crete walls were added, taken away, or
repositionad when their angle on the
outside of a corner appeared to be
potentially dangerous. The escape
roads, most of which were ridiculously
short, were lengthened where the sur-
roundings allowed. Hundreds of tyres

bound together were gradually added
to those which had appeared to have
found their way to their chosen spot by
luck, although the more cynical sugges-
ted that they lay where they'd fallen
from an aeroplane.

The organisers had their excuses in that
they were complete novices at doing
the job, and you can't improvise in
making a circuit safe. Furthermore,
their job was a lot more difficult than
their colleagues’ in Las Vegas because
their track was dictated by the streets
of a town. They didn’t begin with a car
park which was totally devoid of any
natural obstacles or exterior demands.
But their responsibility was compoun-
ded by at least one mistake. They felt
themselves sufficiently able to do the
job that they refused the experienced
advice of Chris Pook, the man who
took Formula 1 racing to the streets of
Long Beach and made the Las Vegas
event into such a commercial success,
Both FISA and FOCA are also in the
firing line. They accepted to go to
Detroit without a single race having
taken place on the circuit. There used
to be a well-chosen rule which required
a circuit to run at least one race on a cir-
cuit some time before it could run a
Grand Prix. At Long Beach, Fermula
5000 cars raced long before the Grand
Prix was held there. In the cases of
both Las Vegas and Detroit, that rule
appears to have been ignored.

Of course, the answer to this is that a
considerable investment in human,
material and financial terms would
necessitate the running of a relatively
minor race — SuperVee or Atlantic — in

the case of Detroit. The Detroit Renais-
sance Grand Prix cost four million dol-
lars. What price a SuperVee race ?
That problem exists, but perhaps the
powers that be could bear it in mind
next time they accept to race in the
streets of New York, Chicago, Miami or
Toronto or whichever race is coming
next. The problem is very real, and it
was only by the skin of its teeth that
Detroit had its race at all.

Formula 1 had to try to maintain an
image which at that time was scarcely
flattering to the large number of specta-
tors in the stands who weren’t infor-
med of the considerable problems and
demands being made of the organisers.
There was a whole 48 hours in which
there were orders and counter-orders
and considerable confusion, without
entering into too much detail. During
this time, from Thursday morning to
Saturday morning, both of Thursday's
unofficial sessions were cancelled, and
on Friday, there was just one hour-long
sassion starting at four in the afternoon
for unofficial practice. On Saturday,
there were two hour-long sessions,
with an interval of four hours which
was thought sufficient in the event of
any serious mechanical breakage.

To add to the chaos, this second and
often decisive session was virtually
rendered useless by rain. This was an
act of God, and not the organisers, the
two having vastly ditfering powers,
although the latter tried hard to be wil-
ling and co-operative throughout the
troubled weekend.

13




that was done, the more had to be
done

The dnivers inspected the track minu-
tely. The organisers, no doubt hoping

to veil their initial mistake and also

eager to recoup their investment,
accepted every criticism and every
demand for more track improvements
with utmost willingnessTeam managers
met like conspirators. Mechanics wai-
ted, as they have so many times during
the past two troubled years, and jour-
nalists rivalled one another with their
gloomy, analytical, ‘‘know-it-all'" post
mortems.

Thursday should have been the day for
the first unofficial practice. Instead, it
was filled with just another round of the
numerous shop-filled alleys in the
Renaissance Center. Friday was heel-
kicking day, until mid afterncon. At five
to four, having returned from their
latest inspection round, Lauda, Pironi,
Stewart and later Ecclestone gave the
green light for practice to get under-
way. The large crowd — entry was free
that day — who had begun to lose
patience and their legendary polite
American manners, would soon be
satisfied.

from manhole cover 10
brushing the concrete
| sometimes chipping away
umps from the walls. Sometimes :’.’:e»‘
tall in ultra-slow corners often
having to make use of the electrnic fuel
i i hers
pump to get them going JQB-P Ot s
ike Giacomelli, would find themselves
stuck down an escape road which was
100 narrow for manoeuvering
or sending up marvellous light shows of
sparks as the bottomed on the
concrete surface in the tunnel But
slowly. the drivers learned the way
round. Arnoux was the first to have a
go. The result ? A spin, one wheel and
the rear left rear suspension broken
plus the rear part of the left side pod
damaged. The session was stopped to
retrieve the Renault. Jarier was already
using his spare. His Osella’s left rear
suspension had just collapsed from the
strain of crossing the unequal surfaces.
Everyone had their problems, but poor
Lammers suffered more than others.
His accelerator jammed in the Cobo Hall
area and he slammed into a wall. The
Theodore's front suspension was bent,

would

but worse was that the steering wheel
SPun round, catching and breaking the

driver's thumb. As the Tolemsz
hadn't made it to Detroit (diderrt\;g\j
know something the rest didn‘t ?)
there would only be 28 cars in O”ICVIEI{
practice Ehe following day,

De Cesaris’ Alfa Romeg set the fastest
time, at less than an average speed of

eeded Albor,

berg and de Angelis. Prost, v?;f?(:gé r'?c:l
foo; was still painful from his Mong
accident and who hag trouble brak'CU
really hard, was seventh, e
Ev:rvone went away grumbling, having
t;; ed lqr more tyres to be placed on
. e outsndelof corners. The firgt official
imed Session took place the next da\;r

Spins, straight-ons and stalls cop
to colour this session which wa
ped when Serra and Watson Made cq

tact, the McLaren suffering a damaggﬁ
rear wing and broken front right Su:
pension. All the same, it must p :
that the battle for pole was fascinati,
on this tight circuit. And it was 3 surg_
prise to find that Prost was the fastest
His foot was hurting him much less and
he set a time of 1'48''527 for pole
position at an average of 82.78 mph,
De Cesaris came next in the Alfa, fallg-
wed by Resberg and Pironi, the latter

tinugq
S stgp.

€ saig

proving that turbo engines are now at
home on any kind of circuit.

The most surprising performance was
that of Winkelhock, who appeared t0
be well at home on the bumps and not
the least daunted by a possible collision
with one of the crude concrete walls:
Manfred proved to be perfectly happy
with the rather more scenic circuit of
Monaco, but at Detroit, his reward Was
a superb fifth fastest time. You cal
read more of Manfred in the Zandvoort
edition of GPI.

The unlucky ones included ArnouX:
who found that his repaired car PD“!’:
ced over the rough parts of the cirUs
Then he was held up on his first sét Ux
qualifiers and later suffered gear®
trouble. Salazar never used his seCOnn
set of qualifiers as he'd stalled out OU,
the track, and it took a good ten M" 4
tes before marshals would give hu'; !
good enough push to get him r?sla” 4
But Piquet was the unluckiest:
Brabham's gearbox broke ”Dmfrom
powerful punches it was getting :
BMW's turbo engine. Nelsen at IV“'
stage was slowest of all, behind D€
lota’s March.

But Piquet’s true fate wasn
until the heavens opened @
and when the second time
began at 3.15 pm, it was still f
There would be virtually no chanceven

't |earﬂed
¢ midda¥:
d sessmﬂ
amlﬁg'

fof

him to qualify. He scarcely -
Wy
{

attempted the hopeiess task Some
ke Giacomelli, Laffite, Patrese, Arnoux
and de Villota, didn’t bother at all

A number of other drivers went out to
test their rain tyres, and to see where
the puddle ight form. Niki Lauda set

the fastest time of 2°09°121, heading
de Cesaris who set a convincing
210770 in four laps before spinning
in the tunnel and hitting a wall suffi-
ciently hard to give Gerard Ducarouge
and his men a long night’s work. Win-
kelhock set third fastest time, confir
ming Michelin’s particular qualities in
the wet

So Prost would start from pole,
although his foot could give him pro-
blems over 70 laps of this tough circuit

But he remained confident

”T.'ghf
turns aren’t particularly favourable to
turbo engines, but our engine is fantas-
tic. If it hadn't rained in the second ses

sion, I’'m sure that | could have impro-
ved by a second. Having said that, the
circuit is totally uninteresting. all you
can see is bumps, corners and walls...”
And what if it should rain for the race ?
| would prefer it not to, even though
providing one made an excellent start,
one would have a fifty per cent chance
of winning. It's almost impossible to
overtake here, worse even than
Monaco, despite the straights being
longer. When you're right behind ano-
ther driver, it's very difficult to out-
brake him into a curve or one of the
right angled corners. " And there are no
less than ten right-angled corners !

Didier Braillon




here was almost a sense of
relief as the grid lined up for
the start on time. After the
anguish of the previous few
days, we were ready to go
racing. But there were two cars less on
the grid as they lined up. Jean-Ple.rre
Jarier had lost an engine in the morning
warm-up and Riccardo Paletti had lost a
wheel, causing constemation in the
Osella camp. Jarier took over Paletti’s car
only get a puncture as he went out for
the start, so at the very last minute he
switched to the team's third car, but he
was 100 late to join the grid and had to
start from the pit lane.
The light flicked to red, revs rose to a roar
and the race was on. Rosberg almost
snatched the lead from Prost until the
Renault’s turbo chimed in and Prost
sprinted down to the first turn at the head
of the field.
Everyone got through safely, but by the
end of the first lap we had already lost
Baldi who punted Boesel’s March up the
back at the hairpin and ripped a wheel off
his Arrows. Boesel limped around to
retire with damaged rear suspension in
the pits. Two more down. Winkelhock's
elevated grid position had him all fired up
to do greater things in the race, but it
ended on the second lap when he hit the
wall.
Next time around, Andrea de Cesaris,

1 Prost took off in :
start, while behind him,
second place held
Italian’s transmissio

to the lead at the
de Cesaris in
off Rosberg. But the
jon broke shortly

afterwards. (Photo: B. Asset).

L e )
3 Disaster at the start of the seventh lap

2 Arnoux made a superp Start ;
8th row, and on lap thre, fm’“ﬁ‘u
Lauda and held seventh py.... "Moo
B. Asset).

Place, (Phay,

4 ... while the Ensign remained on the

Ferrari. On the 30th lap. Prost pitted for
frash tyres and plummetted down the

‘ 9 ... and soon fell in the grip of Pironi’s
| order. (Photo: First Line).

17 Pironi had been second behind Ros-

10 Rosberg sasily led the race from the
25th lap, but further back, teammate
Daly wasn't figuring strongly, being
stuck between Mansell and Laffites.
(Photo: First Line).

12 After Pironi’s spin, Lauda inharited

determined Watson, who had fought
through the field like a young charger, his
Michelins outpacing the Goodyears. By
lap 42, it was all over for Rosberg as
Watson cruised ahead. But when Lauda
tried the same thing, over anxious to try
and keep up with his flying teammate, it
was almost disaster. */ made a silly rmis-
take, | should have waited”, said Niki,
who tried to squeeze between Rosberg
and the wall into the first turn. He boun-
ced off the Williams which bent his sus-
pension sufficiently to force him to retire.
Rosberg survived, and so had Watson in
a similar incident with Giacomelli when
the Alfa was overtaken by the McLaren.
They were still dropping out like flies. De
Angelis had gone out earlier with a bro-
ken gearbox, Salazar crashed the second
ATS, while Alboreto tried to outbrake
Daly into the chicane and came off
worst: nose first into the tyres.

Watson ran fast and free to the finish.
Cheever finally got by Pironi to take
second place while Laffite lost his nose
section and front wing when he succe-
ded in doing the same thing. Only the
Matra engine then went off and Laffite
dropped back to sixth, a lap down by the
time the flag came out after two hours
and 62 laps of racing. Daly overtook Ros-
berg, the Finn having added the loss of
third gear to his braking and handling pro-
blems. But Keke's first part advantage
was enough to give him fourth ahead of

at the long left after the pits: Guerrero,
de Angelis and Patrese tangled, and the
Brabham caught fire... (Photo: B.

who had slipped by Rosberg to take
second place, rolled to a halt with a bro-
ken driveshaft joint after he too had brus-

track. It was partially blocked, and the
organisers, alarmed by the smok,

second place, only to retire on lap 40.
(Photo: B. Asset).

berg for six laps when a spin dropped

him back to fifth place. (Photo: DPPI). Daly’s fifth place. There was a huge sigh

of relief all round when the chequered

hed a wall, leaving Rosberg out front cha-
sing Prost. The rest of the field were
already forming a traffic jam behind
Pironi’s Ferrari. Jarier's luck ran out yet
again, this time when the electrics went
dead. Alboreto was another caller to the
pits, requiring a new steering rod after
banging wheels with Daly in the heat of
the first lap.
Things were certainly happening fast, but
on lap seven the noise and excitement
suddenly died away as the flag came
after an incident at turn three,
The cars trickled back to the grid area
where we learned that de Angelis and
Guerrero had made contact, while Ric-
cardo Patrese had also slid off in
sympathy. A minor rear brake duct fire on
thg Brabham had been liberally doused
with powder by a marshal, adding to the
drama,
The stricken cars were soon cleared
away, but it was over an hour before we
were ready to go racing again, with
somewhat more foreboding than the first
time arlound. What if there should be ano-
ther minor shunt? Surely there would not
l;g car:pre?or:e;raaction as on this first
ion ther i
el € was, this race could
Happily, it was not the case, pr,
up from where he left off, as did ‘r‘?os;b[:?k
who patiently waited for Prost's secor?ci
set ‘of 1yres to give problems in the hope
of fmd:ng.a way past. Keke waited for 23
laps, but in the end it was the fuel mete-

Assat).

B. Assat).

5 An hour later, the ra,
cars having formed
they finished Iap six.
Superb start, lgadin

€6 was restarted,
up on the grid as
Prost again made a
9 Rosberg. (Photo;

promptly stopped the race. (Photo: b,
Assat).

6 Teammates Henton and Albore! o

gled on the eleventh lap. Bris!! ¥,
nued with a damaged rear Wind
port. (Photo: B. Asset).

13 Mansell drove a steady race and held
seventh place, only to retire with a
blown engine on lap 40. Teammate de
Angelis had earlier dropped out with
| gearbox trouble. (Photo : B. Asset].

15 Eddie Cheever moved into second
place on the 43rd lap having had an

14 Watson was only 13th at the second
start, but steadily gained places at the
expense of Laffite, Lauda, Pironi and
Cheever. On lap 42, he overtook Ros-
berg and pulled away into the lead.

g

16 Watson, Cheever and Pironi wrestle
with the champagne on a rostrum that

fing unit which gave him the opportuni t ; P ill inly look familiar to you.
’ ¥ t ; rost excellant race in the old Ligier. will certainly
10 slip past the slowing Renault, But to), | bean  ve be 8 Keke overtook the stricke” :;d. Lt W (Photo: DPPI).
::f;: later, it was Belgium all over 4 ain, pidly disappeayip, 4 “mhad steadily pulled away into the I
€ struggled to protect his lead from o | first gear, fmgg":"'”y lost the m:':‘:r ?fl'fh littls, the Renault dro
“8.A oto: B, Asset).
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flag finally came out. Grand Prix racing is
possible in downtown Detroit, but it had
been hard work for all concerped.

The final count ? Twelve running out of
25. Mansell lost his engine and seventh
place when behind Daly. Mass came in
seventh despite a broken exhaust header.
Surer was eighth, also a lap down, while
two laps down after a stop to replace a
broken rear wing was Henton's Tyrrell.
Both Renaults finished strongly, Prost
taking the lap record, but too far down to
score points. Arnoux was three laps
behind after a pit stop, and Prost was
eight laps behind after a similar halt. Serra
was the only other finisher, in 11th place,
five laps ahead of Prost.

J.H.
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GO BACK TO THE SUMMER OF 1967

Detroit was knows all over America a4 th

i on fire. Z
'De"mt wg: ital’. Fifteen years later, there is a Grang P"ix "[_ [W OWiranical that cars should It is the local businessman who says
Murder P streets. Itisa place where the old sy — be brought inin yet another “Nothing could really hurt business
throth the downtown bits bad habits good tim urvj. attempt to save Motor City, downtown. It’s really the pits.” And it is
vesalongwith the new: old habi Sed 3 ’ 5 es-bad j—l indeepe 1|‘:F1”“-'i'fm. from Robert McCabe, the suave urbanologist
- ies of the Depressaon, ]Unkles and PIMps on th annihilation and guru of the Detroit Grand Prix telling
times, memaori B f r-year OId Renaissance c e Detroit 1s many cities. It is: Henry Ford |l all comersit will bringin $4 millionin busi
? sneetsjust blOCkS from the Tou Y h entﬁlf (known as 'Deuce’ to his friends) giving ness
™ Detroit's answer to downtown blight. an evenin fr‘av.-'e party and modestly It is the city of Detroit putting out
_j' announcing “It's the same sort of thing $800,000 to repave streets for the race
5 by Keith BOtSfOrd that Prince Rainier and Princess Grace do when there are more potholes than peo-
_— at the Palace in Monaco,” and it is the ple re f Detroit and the Michigan
jobless and the ruined planning a irorest passing a bill to make sure that £
rally the same day Niki, Alain, Nelson and company don't
It is seeing a marble-faced downtown get speedin
bank, bristling with Greek columns., con In short it is the old nonsense of the sport
verted into the Michigan Church of Scien that mysterious combination of greed
tology alongside anather church and competi o e and fear, that
which had to be closed for race day gives Form its uniquely pecu
because the promoters feared people liar character. It is splendour and misery
might be tempted to break through the little old men in flowery shirts sitting out
church onto the track: for free side 99c cafés dropping tired eags
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Grand Prix

But n this Grand Prix ’
pros of co e. It takes o

round a mammoth
known as the Renais
because it is Renaissance that Det
selling. This huge bundie of
cigars is one of the va
nsecure throw up
ling in the dark. A
on the eve of Revolution
Why around the Renais
Because it's part of the ‘i
would ke to project: that
saund and the folk proud. By
perforce, as a constant
s, the Renaissa
e something of
atforded the Eiffel Tower

Or it may not

Far this being part of showbiz, the whole
\gea starts, as per move scrpt

upr

ght glz

recognition

as a
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DETROIT’S
CONCRETE JUNGLE

ltemately

and very hot t

Detroit River to Canada
ttoV
t

t looks across the
A fifty-year old
tunnel joins Detroit to Windsor in Canada
The fourth “street’ circuit on the Formula

ng had to wait
= still fell
of snow Still 1€

2.5 miles
is 2.5 mule

formed by
ete blocks

a d 12° long pro
ch 30" highand 12’ long
each 30" high a IS

s entire length. Eac
it over its entire leng

circu
tour tons

There

maost of themn

the Detroit River
sh line and along the Detroit

I
A
1 calendar, Detroit's track runs right

DETROIT GRAND PRIX
FORMULA ONE RACE COURSE

/Cl

ty Count

through the downtown area and along
the river and around the huge Renais-
sance Center, built five years ago at a
cost of nearly $400 million. Five huge
towers dominate the landscape, including
the Westin Hotel, whose 1500 rooms
are almost wholly occupied by the Grand
Prix Family. '

The idea of holding a Grand Prix was first
mooted a bare 18 months ago by the
same group who created the Renais-
sance Center to revitalize Detroit's
decaying downtown area

Work on the circuit began barely four

with another section near Cobo Hall
where a long right-hand curve drops
beneath a bridge

Walking the track on the eve of Practice,
most drivers agreed that it would bea dif
ficult and possibly hazardous circuit, par
ticularly the Waodbridge
hairpin at Jefferson Aveny
heavily repaired, around Cobo Hall
where the track boasts a level-crossing
and throughout the tunnel, where the
cement surface, oldand cracked, h asnot
been resurfaced, Also criticized was the
narrow funnel at the chicane before the
Pits and the chicane itself, which leads
directly into the pit-lane.
The escape-lines were generally thought
to be short, in some places absurdly so
The asphalt laid down Squitethinanditis
quite possible that the surface will break
up, There are also g large number of une
Ven manholes which could damage the
cars’ skirts, ‘
Visibility is almost
of the right-hand Cu
hout. Drivers adm
have to place their
Club of America m
dents on the track

straight, the
e, bumpy and

non-existant for most
Ives and poor throug
itted that they would
faithin the Sports Car
arshalls in case of acel

Didier Brailion
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THE PASSION ACCORDING TO SAINT GILLES

it YING young allows men, whose special talents
raise them above theis peers, to achieve
immortality.””
The formula is a cold one; it might even seem
linguistically inaccurate, given that the basic
principle of immortality is never to allow death its prey...
But mankind's recent history is replete with examplf)s
which deny this principle and a quick overview of such dif-
fering domains as mythology, music, the seventh art or
politics reveal the inherent contradiction: Icarus, Walfgang
Amadeus Mozart, Gérard Philippe and John Fitzgerald Ken-
nedy all went in their prime; their contemporaries agreed
that the loss was irreperable, for none had the opportunity
to fulfill himself completely.
True, but it is exactly that which makes them immortal.
Great or unimportant, men are more or less equaland a nor-
mal life-span sometimes deceives us about those whom
we consider ‘supermen’. Given enough decades, they all
fall to errar and, however trifling the error, their reputation
suffers.
Gilles Villeneuve was and always will be one of those
supermen, for in the sport he practiced as a Grand Prix dri-
ver, toregress or just stagnatemeansto dwindle in esteem.
Such a falling-off never occurred with Gilles, for the simple
reason that he had not yet reached the peak of his art.
That art, contrary to that of a Niki Lauda or a Carlos Reute-
mann, did not consist in driving while keeping an eye coc-
ked on the number of points there for the winning. Gilles
was no calculator. His speciality, which put him above
other drivers in Formula 1, was to draw from his car, howe-
ver competitive oruncompetitiveitmight be, and whatever
the circumstances, the very best it could offer.
He was called the Tight Rope Walker because he imposed
such a rhythm on his Ferrari that a mistake of millimeters
could cost him his life. For many drivers, taking a car to its
limits simply means keeping it on the track. Such was not
the case with Gllles. He would push those limits tosucha
point that the track suddenly seemed singularly narrow
barely more imposing than the width of his owncar. Wher;
the laws of physics allowed a speck of sand into those care-
fully oiled wheels, the penalty was instantaneous: the glea-
ming Ferrari flew off the track with the utmost violence
Instanczs are not wanting, but Gilles had got away with it
91n‘-:::o?:al.uvsr again, convincing us all that he was truly
Thf.-re was the Japanese Grgnd Prix of 1977 when his Fer-
rari defied the laws of gravity or the French Grand Prix i
1978 where his epic duel with René Armoux will remx in
one of the great moments of the modern sport, the D itk
Grand Prix of 1980 when his desire to win wac e - 01!
d | en his desire to win was so great h
made it back to the pits on three wheels after 5 Sy e
hgd tarn away half his rear suspension, or the Italian Gc =i
Prix that same year when his car hit the guard rarilana?
220 kph, and the terrifying ballet of Canada Iater that year

when he imposed his will despite aripped and twisted from
wing which denied him any view of the road.
Villeneuve ‘miracles’ arenotlacking, butl preferto think g
those which enabled him to win. Of these, his wing at
Monrtealin 1978 and at Kyalami, Long Beach and Watkjng
Glen in 1979 were fine enough, but those at Monacg and
Jaramain 1981 were truly sublime. To take a turbo to Vioe
tory on the sinuous Monaco circuit seemed impossible: Gjj.
les did it.
Born at Chambly,
brought up from
the beginning in
thelittle village of
Berthier, some
thirty kilometers
from Montreal,
Gilles and his
younger brother
Jacques lived
with a single pas-
sion: a passion
for speed. Every-
thing and any-
thing served that
one purpose, to
impose his own
law on whatever
means of loco-
motion were at
hand, whether it
was motorcy-
cles, go-karts or snowmobiles. One of Gilles’ earliest cars
Wasa wierd Czech Skoda with a broken starter whose main
characteristics were a rear-mounted engine and a heavy
inward camber on its drive-wheels. The car was the darlind
of Berthier and every evening a crowd gathered in a little
town l:_:alfed Satm-Thomas, fortunately possessed of alond
gncsit difficult curve. Whatever the weather, a score‘of
Iulre aa:gers awaited Gilles” arrival. The Skoda would arrive
oy om and hit the curve; aided by its camber, it wourz
down ul;‘;“ ;Wo wheels and then, ineluctably, come bac
had rolled: [h°”'< Gilles would not haveve been afraid if it
When he c:amee?dd thing is that he never managed it-
gave him the mgff meul? 1, Ferrari, with all its prespiﬁ;
acquired all the NS 10 satisfy his passion and he quic s
copter, an off gaudiest toys a man could imagine: @ he!
nary tQ'VS‘ ea 'LOad car and a boat, None of them were 0rd"
His first Heiicc Was the nec plus uitra of its kind. e
allowed Gine?:ter Wwas leased from Walter Wolf, whi®
purchasing hig onwia': Experience before, very recen"\!‘é
+ @ splendid Agusta with a retracta

undercarriage A i-
copters, Fm?G'ucerlaI”'V the most elaborate of modern N

5k [ i
driving a Ferrari

95, f"’.‘"? ahelicopter was no different thal
toitslimitin Formula 1: both were games:

defiance of natural laws. Again, stories are not lacking,
though the truth is hard to perceive given the ltalian press’s
desire to deify the hero of ‘their’ team. He is supposed to
have skimmed the tops of trees when landing in the Alps in
ablinding snowstorm, to have been pursued one dayby the
Italian Air Force and to have dropped down in a crowded
parking lotone day to ask the way. A lot more was said, but
Gilles was discreet about his flying. That was part of his pri-

vate life and no
one could enter,
He was right.

The helicopter
was useful for
Gilles, for he

often left his
house in
Monaco, which

no journalist ever
penetrated, for a
short hop to the
test track at Fio-
ranoc. When he
was asked to
compare the rela-
tive advantage of
traveling from
Monaco to Fio-
rano by road or
by air, he replied
that it was very
much the same

From which all deduced that when his Ferrari went flat out
on the autostradas of ltaly, little Fiats were wise to move
over lest they be scattered in the air like so many leaves...

His four-wheel drive car had a very special significance for
Gilles, It was a magnificent Ford Bronco, a genuine pro-
totype which he had built almost entirely with his own
hands with to special parts. Its destininy was not merely to
get him to places no ordinary driver could reach; it was
there for real mountain climbing! His great friend Patrick
Tambay said that Gilles in that car was an unforgettable
experience: the Bronco would mount every imaginable
rock formation, winched and roped in all directions. It, too,
foreswore the laws of gravity. The winch-man was inevi-
tably Patrick Tambay, for Villeneuve, the young man with
the huge talent, utterly confident in his own abilities, refu-
sed toletanyone else ever touch the wheel... even another
Grand Prix driver.

The boat was one of Gilles’ last great passions and for the
last year he elither used it or worked on it whenever he had
afree moment. Anchored in Monaco harbour, it was one of
the most extravagent ever, its two 8-cylinder motors provi-
ding 1500 horspower: these led into an elaborate set of

megaphone-like exhaust pipes which produced a sound fit
to charm the ear of even the most exacting music-lover.
Gilles used to say that finishing second or third in a race
held no interest for him. He put his principles to the test, at
the risk of losing all, even his points in the world cham-
pionship. His was theright way of seeing things: onthe one
hand, he was utterly confident of his abilities and maintai-
ned his passion for winning; on the other he was clearly dis-
tinguished from all other drivers in the eyes of spectators
around the world. For some six years Grands Prix had
become events at which Gilles appeared... and others.

A good part of the sport’s spectators travelled afar to
admire him. He was a living god in his native Quebec, a
superman for the Italians who found in him the panache
and bravado of the immortal Tazio Nuvelari, and the sub-
ject of admiration throughout the world. To catch him for
even a few brief seconds surpassing his own potential and
that of his Ferrari was enough to make one forget one's
troubles and give one renewed faith in the future of man.
The one unanswerable question is what his future might
have been. Would he have left Ferrari, which had given him
the opportunity to perform his extraordinary feats but had
likewise often deprived him of equally spectacular results
by providing him with relatively uncompetitive cars and
turbo-charged engines of an extreme fragility?

Probably, for from the beginning of this year Gilles was
considering certain projects which, had they come about,
would have made him even more of an immortal figure in
the world of racing.

The last thing that should be said in this all-too-brief
homage to Gilles Villeneuve — limited anyway by lan-
guage, which does not allow one to express admiration
fully — refers to an apparently innoccuous fact that only a
very few people in Quebec knew before the tragedy of May
8th, 1982. For though Gilles was indeed born on January
18th at Chambly as he said when he made his Formula 1
debut, it was not in 1952 but in 1950. When he first took
the wheel of a Formula 1 car at Silverstone on July 16th,
1977, he was in fact 27 years old. No one ever knew the
truth, not even Ferrari, but Gilles’ justification for his reju-
venation was as follows: that in Formula 1, two years more
are a handicap to the constructors, who greatly prefer a
young hopeful to an older driver. True. But it was also unne-
cessary to use this stratagem to seduce the constructors.
The latter prefer talent to age, and there is no doubt that Gil-
les had that, perhaps more than any other driver.

It is thanks to that talent and to the generous manner in
which he displayed it for all to see that he will always be
immortal: a fit companion to lcarus, Mozart, Gerard Phi-
lippeand J.F. Kennedy andtoall those who throughout the
centuries have given men something to look up to.

Didier Braillon




with a Woolf Dallara 1977, he drove a Formula March
at Pau in 1976, took part in the tour of Italy in a Lancia
Bata in 1980 and made his Formula One debut in a
McLaren M23 at the British Grand Prix in 1877.

(Photos : LAT, Strebelle, Pat Bergé, DPPI).
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)| unabie to return his affection,

8| (Photo : B. Asset)

THE SHEER
JOY OF
COMBAT

Driving for Gilles was an art
he cuftivated with love,
regardiess of the
competitivenass of his car. In
1980 the Ferrari 312T5 was

s il

but that didn’t worry him.
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Date

16 Jul 77
9 O0ct 77
23 Oct 77

15 Jan 78
29 Jan 78
4 Mar 78
2 Apr78

7 May 78
21 May 78
4 Jun 78
17 Jun 78
2Jul 78
16 Jul 78
30 Jul 78
13 Aug 78
27 Aug 78
10 Sept 78
10ct 78
80ct78
21Jan79
4 Feb 79

3 Mar79
8 Apr 79
23 Apr79
13 May 79
27 May 79
1Jul 79
14 Jul 79
29 Jul 79
12 Aug 79
26 Aug 79
9 Sept 79
30 Sept 79
70ct79
13 Jan 80
27 Jan 80
1 Mar 80
30 Mar 80
4 May 80
18 May 80
29 Jun 80
13 Jul B0
10 Aug B0
17 Aug 80
31 Aug 80
14 Sept 80
28 Sept 80
5 Oct 80
15 Mar 81
29 Mar 81
12 Apr 81
3 May 81
17 May 81
31 May 81
21 Jun 81
5 Jul 81
18 Jul 81
2 Aug 81
16 Aug 81
30 Aug 81
13 Sept 81
27 Sept 81
17 Oct 81
23 Jan 82
21 Mar 82
4 Apr 82
25 Apr B2

Circuit

Silverstone
Mosport
Mont Fuiji

Buenos Aires
Rio

Kyalami
Long Beach

Monaco
Zolder
Jarama
Anderstorp
Paul Ricard
Brands Hatch
Hockenheim
Zaltweg
Zandvoort
Monza
Watkins Glen
Montréal
Buenos-Aires
Interlagos
Kyalami
Long Beach
Jarama
Zolder
Monaco
Dijon
Silverstone
Hockenheim
Zeltweg
Zandvoort
Monza
Montréal
Watkins Glen
Buenos Aires
Interlagos
Kyalami
Long Beach
Zolder
Monaco

Paul Ricard
Brands Hatch
Hockenheim
Zealtweg
Zandvoort
Imola
Montréal
Watkins Glen
Long Beach
Rio

Buenos Aires
Imola

Zolder
Monaco
Jarama

Dijon
Silverstone
Hockenheim
Zaltweg
Zandvoort
Monza
Montréal

Las Vegas
Kyalami

'z:"m
'm’ a

Car

McLaren M23

Farrari 312T2
Ferrari 31272

Ferrari 312T2
Ferrari 312T2
Ferrari 31272
Ferrari 31273

Ferrari 312T3
Ferrari 312T3
Ferrari 31273
Ferrari 312T3
Ferrari 31273
Ferrari 312T3
Ferrari 31273
Ferrari 31273
Ferrari 312T3
Ferrari 312T3
Ferrari 31213
Ferrari 312T3
Ferrari 312T3
Ferrari 312T4
Ferrari 312T4
Ferrari 31274
Farrari 312T4
Ferrari 31774
Farrari 31274
Ferrari 312T4
Ferrari 312T4
Ferrari 31274
Ferrari 312T4
Ferrari 312T4
Farrari 312T4
Ferrari 312T4
Ferrari 31274
Ferrari 312T5
Ferrari 312T5
Farrari 312T5
Ferrari 312T5
Ferrari 312T5
Ferrari 312T5
Ferrari 312T5
Ferrari 31215
Ferrari 312T5
Ferrari 31275
Ferrari 31215
Ferrari 312T5
Ferrari 312T5
Ferrari 31215
Ferrari 126C

Ferrari 126C

Ferrari 126C

Ferrari 126C

Ferrari 126C

Ferrari 126C

Ferrari 126C

Ferrari 126C

Farrari 126C

Farrari 126C

Farrari 126C

Ferrari 126C

Ferrari 126C

Ferrari 126C

Ferrari 126C

Ferrari 126C2
Ferrari 126C2
Farrari 126C2

 Ferrar| 126C2
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Gilles Villeneuve's 67 Grands Prix

Race result

11th
12th
Ret. lap 5, collision
Peterson
8th
Ret. lap 35, accident
AB/55, engine
Ret. lap 38, collision
Regazzoni
Ret. lap 62, accident
ath
10th
10th
9th
12th e
Ret. lap 19, transmission
3rd
6th
7th (1 minute penalty)
Ret. lap 23, engine
1st
12th
5th
st
1st
Tth
Tth
Ret. lap 54, transmission
2nd
Ret. lap 63, fuel supply
8th
2nd
Ret. lap 49, accident
2nd
2nd
1st
Ret. lap 36, accident
16th
Ret. lap 31, transmission

Ret. lap 48, transmission

6th
5th
8th
Ret. lap 35, electrics
6th
8th
7th
Ret. lap 5, accident
5th
Ret. lap 56, accident
Ret. lap 18, transmission
Ret. lap 26, engine
Ret. lap 40, transmission
7th
4th
1st
1st

Ret. lap 41, fuel supply

Ret. lap 5, collision Jones

10th
Ret. lap 12, accident
Ret. lap 1, accident
Ret. lap 6, angine
3rd
Ret. lap 23, fuel suppl:
Ret. lap 8, engine i
Ret. lap 21, accident
3rd (disqualified)
2nd

HIS FIRST
TRIUMPH

§ When the Canadian Grand Prix was first run
on lle Notre-Dame in Montreal, Gilles was
also consecrated for the first time. He drove
his Ferrari to victory: the public went wild
and Gilles became a living god. (Photos -

B. Asset - DPPJ).
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MICHELE
ALBORETO

There is a delicious spring-time quality to the young driver's
life. All goes well for him. He appears, mercurial, on the
scene one day, he greets his older colleagues with raspect
and deference, he shows the proper amount of awe and
shyness, he states his qualities, he is kind to the press, he
signs autographs with gay abandon. In short, the world is his

oyster.

hould it happen, as it has happe

ned with Michele Alboreto, that

— springtime coincides with mare
than a measure of success, that inner
sunshine is reinforced, the inner nature
of the man becomes positively lumi
nous. A few years on, hardened by his
first accidents, having moved from one
team to another, from little money to a
lot, from going unperceived down the
local streets to being besieged by fans,
from being a new baoy learning to an old
boy expected to produce results and
produce them yesterday, all that has
worn off. Then you’ve got your dour
complete modern driver, with a brief
case under one arm, a list of appoint
WwIth sponsors under another and
de of studied insolence to all
have helped put him up on

hours with Michel

o ele
artly in Milan at the offices

by Keith Botsford

-—

of COMINGROS, where his business
associate Simone Vullo presides over
handsome office decor
dernier cri of contem
nated by immacul

d
ated with the
Porary art, illumj
ate Italian taste, ang
then in Monaco where
fortably established as this season’s
discovery’, as Alain Prost was not two
years back, was readying himself to
affront that Particulary nasty and diffi
cult circuit

Michele com

“Imola was easy’’ he was saying, wis
ning perhaps that all races were so asrﬁ
Ple and uncluttered, was an endy
rance race rather than s Formula 1
race. | think | would have placeqd even if
! had had more opposition, but ! pro
bably would not have finished third.
Uppermost in Nis mind |, as in al of our
minds, was the tragedy that had befal
len Gilles Villeneuve at Zolder. Alp ;
was very straightforward on th
was deeply affected, Much maore

oreto
at: “f
affec




ted than | ever theught | would be. Not
just because it
participated in a race with such a fata
lity, but also because | admired Gilles
greatly. Though we didn’t have time to
know each other well, | think we liked
and appreciated each other

"I was unhappy about what happened
} about the reaction to what happe-
When the drivers should

s the first time | had

have
beer “uelliczat, and perhaps fighting
now hey need to improve safety,
/ blaming each

»d, with the same

all his calm thought
that the ks were
sport and had to be
was human error
as Niki says; but when is
not human error? Wh,
nan in some way?
continue spite of

part of the job. Gilles did take too many

risks, but the rest was fate’

. you Know

was a good frien

d then |

He needed someone
who could get into the car and make
ure it qualified. My first race was at
a; | did what was expected of me
frer that | got a contract for the
1 of the year

" know it is going to take at least two
seasons 10 learn the business, perhaps
‘'m patient and Ken is one of the
best hers of a young driver there is
“f think of myself as a modern driver. |
waould likz 1o become more like Niki,
because Niki Lauda has this great power
of concentration, and that is what you
need in the modern sport. A driver has to
make that great effort sven when he
does not feel ke it. He requires that will
fo win. 5o many reagle work n the
sport and depend on you: that makes
wehat you do more work and less Sport
A daver has to feel the sport inside him
sell. Trug, you can eam good money
and have a good life. but sacrifices are
wivolved and you have to be prepared for
that, ard for the fact that there is ruch
e — -

W
o

S

_

e R 't do it Just
work as there is joy. | wuu!:}‘:f e
r { do it because I'm !

for the money.
-:;n;:n L()fE/ dream that started Jgﬁ; /
was a child and was taken 10/ - r,
which is also where | first raced in Fo
mula Monza”"

Knowing the truth apart from rbei
romance Is a part of the modadern u‘ffv’w s
equipment. You may feel the car as
d your body
/so have

though it were a cloak arou
but you

nd you will do well
there are days when it will go
st just grit your

t’s up to you,
your job to get

gs in Formula 1 were not
art in Monza, he hid f
n Formula ltalia. By 1981 *le
1 from Formula 3

or

Formula

solidarity. It

fashion and

home now, the car is a
but I take my time, |
much | have to learn. This
s heav i takes more
over its limits.

cali a jeune
as Americans
man with his
le has two bro-
nd” of much
sition, clarity
going for him
lemptations to
m '5.'|,' /')-;Fq drivers
Path 10 over-
e which some fee|
sary part of the
cruel world of Formula 1

ie all those 1 mptations
f mstance will
of cash, pe
using driver in the f
1s that Michele

How

Tyrrell, a little
10 keep such a
old? The answer
1510ng on loyalty: if it ser
€ 10 learn his trade with

his purpos

Ken, that is where he will learn it, He
In the s

spring-time of the Young driver
' Nis summer be ‘ar behing?

C

Michelg Alboreto,
a lucid, calm Italian,
who has
worked his way up

into Formulg 1 along
traditionaf lines.

P
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MANFRED
COMES GOOD

This is Manfred Winkelhock's
second crack at Formula 1, and like
his second effort in Formula 2, it is
turning out much more successful
than his first.

Fifth on the grid, third quickast in

the rain, and fastest in the warm-up [

at Detroit Manfred is making people |
sit up and take notice of him. His

career has steadily developed since |

the start of the season, and clearly
he is well-suited to street circuits,
for he was eleventh on the grid and
in front of Lauda at Monaco. He
may well be acclaimed, with de

Cesaris and Albarsto, the find of the ||

ssason at the end of the year.
(Photos: B. Asset)
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OSCILLATIONS -

it was a weekend of ups and downs
for Osella Thers was delight because
both cars qualified. Then gloom when
both cars were damaged in the warm-
up. Paletti couldn’t start, and Jarier
only started form the pit lane. Within a
few laps, he, too, was sidelined with
slectrical trouble. Some days are like
that... (Photo: DPPI).







A TOE
IN THE WATER

Parsistent rain made the second
iying session totally ussless.
Some drivers went out, others
remained in the pits. Mansell was one
of the careful ones, doing a mere
three laps to test the conditions and
enough to dampen his overalis.
(Photo: B. Asset).
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THE TALBOT
LIGIER JS 19

-HEIR TO
THE LOTUS 80

hscumcm.]

When the JS19 made its debut at Monaco, the scrutineers
promptly stripped it of the rear portion of its skirts, which
extended behind the rear wheels.

Even with that handicap, the JS19 is an interesting and in
some respects strikingly original car. Breaking with the cur-
rent standardization of wing-cars, it is heir to the aerodyna-
mic concepts instroduced in 1979 by the brilliant Colin Chap-
man in his revolutionary but disastrous Lotus 80.

floxii f the skirts.
SEEN FROM BENEATH 5 Uiy ok oieialy S

the gearbox.

_ —disturbance in ground effect through_ rear wheels, giving out into what is
the skirts. already a turbulent zone. ;
1) The rear suspension is totally enclo- 3) The side panels are curved following
sed in the side pods in order not to wind tunnel ressarch, yui |
upset the asrodynamics under the car. 4) The of the side pods arq lﬂc"’;"lg
2) The exhaust Ppipes end just behind the inwards|in order to avoid any| possil

One can clearly see how the side pods
start off by being 140 cms wide at the
front, and narrow to 110 cms |at the
back, at the same time prohibiting any

- 54 the
R e SEEN IN PROFILE 4 The &
" 1) Side tadiators with spiit outlets for iy the pass
El :
oY - hot. air. = S
= uspension is totally T
\ = ii:h:i:;?; stha side pods in jorder t0 g The gxhaust outlets are right

oday's Formula 1 cars seem
to be mass-produced along
plans drawn up in 1978 by

filels imum ground 8fféct o, Lo, an area of t
;"::::a:h s:lirn:su anyway, created by the wheels -

“The basic aeradynamic concepts of

both cars are indeed quite alike, " the
former Renault dr

4 K ; skirts was cut off fol-  sgfyqq,
; ; Iver admitted, S 3) This part of the : s in
gohn ghapman s”Lotus 79. you have to keep in ming ;g'r !ﬁ;’; lowing the dsc;:'olo:l of scrul
erodynamically more were born in diff; N and Detroit.
sophisticated wing-cars have been Srent contexts. The Mon

dreamed up, but all of them have failed

when faced with the reality of racing.
This was the fate reserved for the Lotus
80: a high hope in the wind-tunnel, but
no results on the track.

The design of Fermula 1 cars has come
to a standstill, the best of the current
crop being only refinements of the
theory laid down by the Lotus 78. The
Talbot-Ligier JS19 is an exception; in a

different technical and regulatory con-

text, it has developed the theses
advanced by the Lotus 80 and could

well come up with positive results. blems and a rather 100 sz:;'-‘:;anical pro-
Jean-Pierre Jabouille explained the dif- que, due to the mathods afB Monogg- 4’
ference between ‘his’ JS19 — it is, tion used in those days, | Constryc-

after all, the first car produced at Vichy
since the departure of Gerard Duca-
rougr for Alfa — and the Lotus 80,

Lotus had sliding

; skirts which
major difficultips. o eatan

Because of ¢
of the skirts and the rrJur.-u‘fr:g’;E l;n_?;f;
side pods, it was very difficult 1o obtain
the proper air-flow and Positively ytg.
plan to think that yoyu could get jt ?
work consistently, As g result, the ¢ g
was aerodvnam/car‘fy highly :;nsrablar
The system on ouy J819 is a fot i "
pler; the flexible skirts nop longer Im
and all you have to do js find the cof e
setting to make them work properl;eat

The Lotus 80 also had

! 1056 n th
the torsional rigidity of Formu'l-:e1 y::;s,
s-

Increased by more than 80 per
_-—-—.__-_

by |




"Thl- Lotus 80, continuec} Jabouille,
“‘tended to lose much of its aerodyna-
mic efficiency because to the rear of
the underbody there was an opening
for the lower wishbone which cut right
across the air flow; on the JS19, the
wishbone is entirely hidden and we
think our suspension is the greatest
advance we have made. Today's cars
—are largely defined by their aerodyna-
mics and suspension systems are prac-
tically after-thoughts. A few years ago
this was not the case, and we have
gone back to those earlier principles.
The most interesting problem we faced
was how to remove all harmful turbu-
lence from the rear of the car. That's
where the lower wishbone causes a
real loss in ground effect. We so desi-
—__gned the rear suspension that it is now
entirely contained within the body-
work. The bottom wishbone is also
mounted higher up, level with the drive-
shaft; thus the whole rear of the caris
literally pulled onto the track.”

Why did Talbot-Ligier choose to follow a
path that had not only disappointed
with the Lotus 80 but also failed on

— Tony Southgate’s Arrows A2? “We
had no real choice,’” explained
Jabouille. “Our V12 engine produces
very little torque and its rev range is
greatly inferior to that of the Cosworth
or the Alfa 12-cylinder engine. We had
to catch up on some other aspect and
necessarily that meant an aerodynamic
developement. We had a terrible pro-
blem because of the indecision surraun-

—ding which engine we would use
throughout 1982 and, as we had no
turbo available to us, it was obvious
that the old JS17 was soon going to
find it difficult even to qualify. Thus it
was crucial that the new car be much
faster, even if that meant it was harder
to set up. "

The most worrying aspect of the JS19
————s-surely that the many problems which
arise on the track have not been studied
first in the wind-tunnel. ““True, but we
have done a lot of testing at Clermont-
Ferrand,”" answered Jabouille, “‘with a
laboratory-car which had a JS17 chas-
sis, an intermediary rear suspension
and the whole under-chassis and skirts
of the JS19. We found no problems
with it and this hybrid was a lot faster
—_manh the old JST17, 1°15" faster.

“Many details enter into making the
JS8139 a superior car. Take the sides of
the car. They begin behind the front
wheels at 140 cm and end behind at
110 em. Their angle to the longitudinal
axis, and therefore the skirts, is such
that they should not bend when they
come into contact with the track sur-
—face; they are at least 45 degrees to
the side pods, and that was another
rmajor part of our design.
““The exhaust system is also brand
new. The pipes emerge behind the rear
wheels: in an area of high turbulence
caused by the wheels themselves; thus
the turbulence of the exhaust system
itseld is relatively unimportant.

T it e
“Qur chassis itself is traditional, mad

of an alurminium honeycomb Srii:ffgg;:gsr
ned with carbon fiber panels. The 1T,
suspension reverts to the Hs.fgrgbham
type incorporated in the e
BT49s. On the other hand, our safi‘u o
system is entirely new it s fixe event
underbody in such a way as (0 D’.n e
any risk to rhe_ddrt\:fef s knees |
of an accident. s B

?XF‘;;: car was designed and built in a
little more than three months, which is
a record for us. We had to n{vork veryi
quickly; both research and w_mdrrunn;
testing was undertaken at high speec:
And having said that it might be hard to
relate what we've learned in the wind
tunnel to the track, it should be easy
enough for us to revert to a more rrag’r
tional approach. In spite of that, I'm
aware that, should weight be unrestric-
ted, the best solution would be to build
an ultra-simple car like the Williams
FWO08. All this sophisticated research
into ground effect would become use-
less. Further more, and this may seem
contradictary in the light of our new
car, | believe that for the safety of the
drivers, the best solution would be to
legislate that the undersides of cars be
flat. There is absolutely no suspension
movement currently, and no one
appears to want to restore that move-
ment at the risk of being uncompeti-
tive. Flat undersides and a limit on fuel
consumption are the two fundamental
rulings which would steer Formula 1
back to having some viable relationship
to current automobile research. It
would also be technically challenging to
have to design a Formula 1 machine to
precise dimensions with a limit on fuel
to say, 200 litres, without defining
which engine should be used. | think
we would have to work on various
sized engines, normally aspirated and
turbocharged, to work out the best
solution which would take full advan-
tage and give maximum power from a
limited amount of fuel, That way, we
won;rtd get out of the technical rut that
we're in ar the moment, and we would
have cars that were considerably more

similar to autemobile Projects in gene-
ral.'”

a
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LOTUS 80

1) Small front wing situated in the ope-
ning in the nose (2).

3) Skirts under the nose section.

4) Side radiators.

5) Side pods enclosing ail the rear sec-
tion of the car, apart from the suspen-
sion wishbones.

6) Curved skirts; it was hard to get
them to seal.

Clearance to allow the lowsr suspem———

sion wishbone movemeant.

8) The gearbox was totally enclosed.
9) The little rear wing also helped to
axtract air from beneath the car.
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ell, !
wasn’'t
particu-
larly loo-
king for-
ward to the Detroit Grand Prix.
What [ certainly did not antici-
pate was finding myself a
spectator on Sunday after-
noon. Gordon Murray promi-
sed to buy me a programme
and find me a good grands-
tand seat, but it wasn’t much
compensation,
Obviously | felt sorry for
myself. | alse felt sorry for the
people from BMW, who had
made some more madifica-
tions to our turbo engine in the
hope of making it suitable for
the very tight Detrojt circuit. A
lot of people had anticipated
that the track would be much
faster than it was: as things
turned out, there were so
many stop/start slow corners
that the average speed was
even lower than Monaco.

Unfortunately, it's exactly that
sort of corner which is bad for
our turbo engine. It doesn’t
produce any worthwhile
power at all below about
8000 rpm, so you have to get
it geared exactly right. After
anly a few laps of the place,
though, we discovered that
we didn’t have suitable gears
available -- there just isn't any-
thing in the Hewland catalo-
gue!

What we needed was @&
second gear low enough to

keep the turbo working. All we
could do was to try & high first
gear, which did the trick but
was totally unsuitable for the
hairpin. It was one of the most
frustrating experiences of my
life. There | was, probably
with more power than anyone
else at the track, yet unable 10
use it. It was a bit like trying to
fly a model helicopter in your
own living room...

Nevertheless, with only 28
cars going for 26 places after
the accident to my friend Jan
L&mmers, | did at least expect
to get on the the grid. Maybe
we were tempting fate o
bring a BMW to the home of
the American automobile,
because on Saturday morning -
when they got around to run-
ning timed practice — my
engine blew up just when I'd
put on my first set of gqua-
lifying tyres. | tried to coast
back to the pits but came to a
halt in a remote part of the cir-
cuit where | wasn't even allo-
wed to try to walk to the pits. |

B L
LSON’

managed.to find 8 way back
later, when the session Was
red-flagged after the
Watson/Serra incident, but
although [ set off again Mt{?
the T-car, its engine was misfi-
ring badly. !
That left the afternoon session
in which to qualify -- and it rai-
ned. There was no question of
qualifying on a wet track, so
after I'd watched everyone
else splashing around | resi-
gned myself to the fact that |
was going to be a spectator at
a Grand Prix for the first time
since 1978. [ have to say that
it's not easy.

It could, in fact, have been
worse: think of what happe-
ned to Riccardo Paletti. He
managed to qualify for the
very first time this year — and
then he crashed during the
warm-up. That's what | call
bad luck.

Sylvia and | watched the race
from the Paddock Club. It
would have been much more
enjoyable if the TV broadcast

hadn't been interrupteq
five minutes by commer. TV

At least the camerag iracws'
the incident when Brung ait
comelll decided to take 5 b2
cut over the back of .Jo:n
Watson's MecLaren. | 4, "
John was very lucky tha; :,';”'
car wasn't damaged. J¢ d,-dnfg
seem to make any zﬂffg,encr
to h.".§ speed, of course, andfr
was interesting to see thay Niki
lost out again. He missed win-
ning at Zolder because he
chose the wrong tyres, and
then he lost Detroit becayse
(as he admitted to me after-
wards) he made a mistaje
irying te pass Keke where he
did.

Naturally | take a close interest
in the other turbo teams. From
what | can see, Renault Just
aren’t making any progress.
They've raced two cars in
seven races this year (14
starts) and scored points only
three times.

On the other hand, I'm pretty
impressed with Ferrari.
Theyre not always the quick-
est car, but they do have a
tendency to be around at the
finish. That’s what we're
working on with our BMW. |
shall be at Montreal next
week. Maybe we won't win,
but at least | pian to qualify...
and we hape to be there when
the chequered flag comes out,
00,

Nelson Piqueét

ALFA

182
Giao

q: Bruno

D[': Aﬂdrea de

what had beert

:Gmrarv at Monaco: none of

0N

Lounce
Alfas were !
En inee

o/'BY specifica
r Gérard Ducarouge
d that the narrower

ate
had aﬂf‘d”‘p ork would have been

g’ bo to Detroit, but not

well suited
Ul

10 switch ¢
Jayout

were
work:
there
gattint

had been made yet
m to the different
esult, the three cars
il with the older-type body-
,’ncﬁud'"g the T-car, so that
would be no difficulties in
g adapted iaithe driversi

n parts

(Asar

they were obliged to Jump from

race car to T-car during practice

ARROWS

A4/1: Marc Surer (CH)
A4/2: Mauro Baldi (1)

The mounting of the front suspen-
sion rocker arms had been madi
fied. Designer Dave Wass, hard at
work on a new car (possibly for
the British GPJ, had not made the

trip to America.

|

.4

HGS1/03: Manfred
Winkelhock (D)

HGS1
(RCH)
HGS1/01: T-car
Salazar's gh
fiedto the g
hock’s Monag
thened front

/04: Eliseo Salazar

0 car, with streng:
ocker arms. The T

T T )

BRABHAM
BT50/02: Nelson Piguet
(BRA)

BT49D/17: Riccardo
Patrese (l)

BT50/03: T-car Piquet
BT49D/16: T-car Patrese

Patrese's T-car was fitted on Fri
day with carbon fibre discs manu-
factured by Hitco of Gardena,
Calif., and on Saturday they were
also fitted to his race car. The
BMW turbo-engines are fitted
with different KKK turbos from
those which gave trouble at
Monaco: they are designed to
improve power atlow angine revs
because previously the POWET
‘'comes in'’ very sharply at
10,000 rpm. The rear wings aré
also a new design:

[ e

assis had been modi-
Pecification of Winkel-

B

Car is now also fitted with the
latest Don Halliday-designed
bodywork, All three cars had revi-
sed Lotus-type exhaust systems:
they have different four-into-one
lunctions and new, megaphone-
type, tail pipes

vz,
i
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SEFAC FERRARI
126C2/059: Didier
Pironi (F
126C2/057: T-car

TALBOT-LIGIER
JS17/02: Jacques Laffite
(F)

JS17/04: Eddie Cheever
(USA)

JS19/01: T-car

The singleton JS19 present
been relegated to the

The American soruting

wing the example

gues at Monaco

tha shortening of the

the centre paint o

whaels, which according 1o
ques Laflite reduces the svi
downlorce by a disastrous 2

cent

JS19/02 stayed in Frar

wind tunnal tests, in order

tate a wital davelopr pro
gramme undear the supervision of
enginear Jean-Claude Guénard

Chassis RM10 i

nodel. The Mass Boes!

carbon fibré

1 lighter
action

are now fitted with
sidepods, making the
than at Monaco. Driver prot
has been increased by stre

Jochen

3: Raul Boesel ning in the cockpit arga with

bon fibre pane Deasigner Ac
Reynard has bean working
wind tunnel at Impe

L on one or

MCLAREN
\ipe4B1-05: John
y/atson (GBJ )
wo4B1-04: NIk Lauda (A)
\ip4B1-06: T-car
ake discs replaced the
variety manufactured

=

0SELLA

FA1C/04: Jean-Fierre
Jarier (F)
FA1C/03: Riccardo

| Paletti (1)

FA1C/02: T-car

no new rear suspansion
se the Osella team does not
sufficient spares to make it
while. It should eventually

I at Zandvoort on Jarier's

#er several breakages (ano
satletroit), he will be relieved

of ac

anchorage

RENAULT '
.EaOB 8- Alain Pr05[ e

RE30B/7- Rars
RE30B/5: Tay. Amoux (F)

N pain from hi
t when
“Nen he arrived in
§ conditior

'Mproved and by Fri
almost on t
Renault en,

day he was
op form. All the
gines were fitte

with the effective new eilei:c:'gfwzg
fuel injection system used first at
Monaco. It had also been decided
1o fit shorter gear ratios than nor-
mal, inorder to give better accele

fation at the start and out of slow
corners.
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Marlboro 100’
Tall red pack
Smooth flavour oo,
Extra long

S0 You can stay
longerin
Marlboro Country,

TYRHELL

'--.| [} ] \ﬁuUAMS

FWOB8/4: Derek Daly (IRL)
FWO8/3: Keke Rosberg
(SF)

FWO0B8/1: T-car

The T-car sported carbon fibre
8 discs m

L

THEODORE
TY02/2: Jan Lammers
(NL)

TY02/1: T-car

The second chassis has now been
completed, and was ready to
serve as Jan Lammers

was fitted with orig .
suspension, narros 1k bue sibsonic et sl
later type fitted for gor. Thane Biskes Jete esiioat

to the prototy

juring the winter

EXTRA LONG 100’

ts
G:THINK ABOUT THE EALTH RISKS
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On the Grand Prix Formula One cir-
cuit, there is one motor oil that is
dominant in dependable engine pro-
tection. Valvoline® Racing Motor Oil.
More Formula One teams use
Valvoline than any other motor oil.
Because Valvoline protects Grand Prix

engines from the tremendous heat and
friction of racing,

And, for everyday stop-and-go
driving, Valvoline® Motor Oil protects
your engine the same way it protects

1 Vﬁl\mlm[ the most expensive racing engines in
~Moror ol the world,

Valvoline Motor Oil
WINNING THE WORLD OVER SINCE 1866,

| Longines named sole

Grand Prix timekeeper.
To time events
0 1/1000th sec.

For the next three years, Longines
will be sole official timekeeper of
Formula Ope world championships —
1om Kyalami in 1982 to Las Vegas

5 1984. The appointment was made
DY FISA and FOCA. Longines is also

?,,; Firrigy
b :’:):ul.xttn‘--ﬁl’\‘
VA

it

HE choice of the Ferrari and Renault 23 :
Ng stahac T

\vrigglhmble.s. On the track, on your L
o 100k to Longines for the last = ;
Vord in time. - =
w;},‘;.i,"‘:ﬁlﬁfnus Fervari Collection. Ultra-slim quartz

Wa w._‘( "L, centre seq

ond, calendar. Sapphire glass,
S - ted model with white, }dfﬁ or black
27 Hefl 4888 His: Ref. 4870.
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| John Player Special
KING SIZE
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