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PRAISE FROM
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SdFrom AN
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THANK YOou. ULATIONS FOR
RECEIVING RECEIVING THE
ACADEMIC ARTS /

AWARD, AYUMI- ;’
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Ann

THAT'S RIGHT!
HAVE YOU MADE TeLKIKAGE-sEnsEl, || OH THATS

YOUR DECISION? \ . THE LEGENDARY d  HEY, HEY, AREN'T
vovoutank r JRER N\ TUNEITLTECRED || masterpece \  THEY THE TWO
SHOULD BE WILL BECOME THE ¢ CANDIDATES FOR
AYUMI-SAN? / A SUCCESSOR TO / THE "CRIMSON
THE "CRIMSON T ARYZ GODDESS"?
GODDESS"? <

COME
HERE
TODAY,

AND HAVE

ASKED THE

OTHER

LA ES CANDIDATE

‘ L /S WHAT? MAYA KITA-
{ C

JIMA HERE
N

ANNOUINCING ¢
THE SUCCESSOR B
OF THE
"CRIMSON




=5 BUTEVEN IF SHE

i \‘3 HAD NOT RECEIVED
8% THE AWARD, I

' i‘f’ WOLILD HAVE MADE 1)

| }{ THE ANNOUNCEMENT ||/

Y. «“0
AN A

T WAS ALREADY T
CONSIDERING THE MATTER
WHEN AYLIMI-SAN WAS
NOMINATED FOR THE
ACADEMIC ARTS AWARD.

... 1S5 AYUMI
HIMEKAWA.

THE
SUCLESSOR
TO THE THEATRE
WORLD'S
LEGENDARY
MASTERPIECE, THE
"CRIMSON
GODDESS"...
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I HAVE DECIDED
TO GIVE THE

OTHER CANDIDATE

ONE LAST CHANCE.

BRILLIANT!
THAT'S TO BE

flAYuMu(' ExPECTED OF | 1/
Y | 7
) / TSUKIKAGE-SAN, {7

THERE'S NO ONE
MORE SUITABLE

[ ONLY THEN WILL SHE 0 .

BE A WORTHY OPPONENT

\ FOR AYUMI-SAN; THE TWO
| _WILL AGAIN COMPETE FOR
| THE ROLE OF THE "CRIMSON

S
o

(4 \

ek [[]]  tuatis, iF
i e ——T SHE CAN WIN AN
g .~ AWARD OF THE
y SAME STANDING

IF WITHIN TWO YEARS  AS THE ONE

SHE CAN WIN THE SAME  ACHIEVED BY

M‘\

W\ L
’K\\

ACADEMIC ARTS AWARD, OR  AYUMI-SAN...
THE SIMILARLY PRESTIGIOUS
BEST ACTOR AWARD GIVEN
BY THE JAPANESE

k PERFORMING ARTS
. (\]\ ‘ |

| GODDESS, AND AFTER THAT
\  THE FINAL DECISION WILL |

BEFALLS MY
/—  HEALTH IN
( THESE TWO
: YEARS,
OR IF THE
OTHER
| CANDIDATE
FORFEITS,

WILL BECOME [} (
AYUMI-5AN'S, P

AND THE
) . | RIGHTS TO
N\ | THE PLAY
= _-5‘/ WILL ALSO
)| Passto
HER.
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I'D LIKE TO

S

DIRECTOR OF THE K\ /’ 6 \\\
3,

PERFORMING ARTS| ™
ASSOCIATION TO
BEAR WITNESS TO

\
B!

,>\ THIS.

oMY
pease (Tl 1

ApFix Your |l

Within two years

¥ ¥ That's unfair! At
i her current level, | must achieve
- " how can Maya an award of the
) win those types , same caliber as

 of awards! 4 \ AYUMI sans 7y

J Tsukikage-
senseﬂ’ So
this, is'What
youjmeant by
fakmg drastic
measures!

She'tan t even
perform in any
8 productions!

sukikage-sensel,
¥what,is she?!

The Academic
Arts Award or
the Best Actor,
Award? \{




AH! HOW
PLEASE DARE SHE
TELL ME, GET S0

CLOSETO

L

[ WHAT MusT
| 1 poTOWN THE
/) ACADEMIC ARTS ﬁ
AWARD OR THE
BEST ACTOR j

{\ awaro?

AND ON TOP —
AL PAST ACHIEVEMENTS,
PR POPLLARITY WITH

ARTS ASSOCIATION THE ALDIENCES, AND
SELECTS THE REGULARLY PLAYING

PANEL OF JUDGES LEADING ROLES.

FROM ALL OVER

THE COUNTRY...

THEY WILL LOOK FOR
SOMEONE THEY DEEM
WORTHY OF THE AWARD.
HAVING TREMENDOUS
ACTING ABILITY, OR MAKING
A SIGNIFICANT
CONTRIBUTION TO THE
PERFORMING ARTS WORLD-
THESE THINGS CAN HELP
WIN THE AWARD...

ATES X Past achievements...popularity

SHE REALLY
WANTS TO TRY TO with the audiences and...
WIN AN AWARD leading roles... To be considered
Ag‘gxiii‘,’zm‘o‘:,e worthy of the award..
GODDESS"! 4 7 Tremendous acting ability, and
— ,lﬁ*ﬁ S ; recognized as a significant
/< How will | do i coniributor o the performing

arts world...
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— 0 vean1e \ [ TOSAY SHE '\
TUIS CALLED |_unl!~l'4 HAS TO WIN THE |
Y GIVING HER ‘(i ACADEMIC ARTS
1 ITS MORE A CHANCE? : AWARD OR THE
LIKE TELLING BEST ACTOR
AWARD WITHIN

Toeas et

THE "CRIMSON 5
___\  GODDESS” y

! 16 ALREADY CONTEST!
) YOURS, AYUMI-
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AYUMI- |

| sAN!

TWO YEARS!
I WILL wAIT
FOR YOU FOR
TWO YEARS.

IF YOU GIVE
UP HALFWAY,

L..T WILL
NEVER
FORGIVE

you!

IT'S AGREED! .
TWO YEARS! YOU MUST ~
COMPETE WITH ME
FOR THE “CRIMSON
GODDESS"!
=




DISAPPEAR
FROM MY
SIGHT AFTER

W e [ AYUM-SAN,
RIVAL? AT NOL UNTIL | oo | WHAT ARE YOU
K AYUMI-SAN'S I COMPETE K GODDESS" Dt:g':llg: "ﬂi‘}’e
CURRENT WITH HER IN \
STANDING, SME || /N JAPAN Two vears' | 'S AREAYY (1 15 o py HosE

PLAY THE
CRIMSON

I DON'T WANT
70 GET THE
YCRIMSON
N, : GODDESS”
U= THIS way!

/S
e

I DON'T WANT HOW MY SKILL AND TALENT
7O HAVE A FIERCE \\ COMPARE WITH HERS. IF WS
NOT, I WON'T BE ABLE
7O PUT MY ALL INTO
BEING THE "CRIMSON
GODDESS"! &1'
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ENOLGHI DO |\
you Reaty A\

S
r— ]

ALY / BELIEVE SHE IS | \
T " ONLY AT THAT
=4 I PERSONALLY |
%ﬁ%wﬁgg Y "1 \ | THINK THAT T'VE ssaa |
A NEVER BEATEN /
TIMES.... HER EVEN ONCE. A

Y

e £ /

Fio R’ A_,/’ 7
LA 5

, ~ How N\ W
Avumi-  CAN
SAN, WHo 18 THAT

HALED AS  BE! Mg

THE YOUNG
FEMALE ACTING

L

“\.p
v [ RIGHT NOW, \, i
* | MAYA DOESN'T ,

EVEN HAVE ANY{ |||\

) OPPORTUNITIES | | l \ ’ T
\ T?ue sTﬁZe?N i 1‘ POSSIBLE. ") ACADEMIC ARTS | )
\ /(e | [No marTer X AWARD OR THE [
HOW MUCH BEST ACTOR
EFFORT

AWARD WITHIN

SHE PUTS

\,

FROM WHERE
SHE'S STANDING

e NOW, IT'S

4 IMPOSSIBLE FOR

% MAYA TO WIN

| 01 NEWCOMERS TUESE TYPES

NEVER WIN OF AWARDS!
THESE .

AWARDS. )

)

THAT AYUMI |
\ HIMEKAWA |

—

\\HA?, ' -/‘ 7




It doesn’t make sense... the

Academic Arts Award, the
: Why does Tsukikage- Best Actor Award...
' : sensei have to do
“Crimson Goddess” this 10 me?
it's 80 far...
too far away...

R A L
_ 7

) B>)
& & >GRADUA‘HON
T ALREADY.
IT'S LIKE A

t STILL FEELS
LIKE T'VE

| ONLy JusT

| | ENTERED THE
| SCHOOL...

Vi
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( |

/. |*congrat- |

ULATIONS |

A THIS I ON YOUR

[ whaT pg GRADUA-
WANTED TION"

ME TO

\QL you: N
YOU SAID THAT ¢
YOU WANTED TO A
GIVE SOMETHING | | puRPLE
TO HIM TODAY? | rose... |
\

IF I A 1’ ' _4"/ THESE
\ couveee | \// 7 THREE
HM IWisH | |/ [ sp YEARS I'VE
I COULD ~ | have LED A VERY
\  TELL HIM MADE

OH, AND

THIS IS
OUR CLASS
MEMORIAL

PHOTO.

PLEASE TELL
THE PURPLE
ROSE, TO
HAVE BEEN IN
THIS CLASS...

S
3 C—
J you
CAME s
JusT As L
WE
AGREED.

S0 1 HOPE
THAT HE WILL
ACCEPT MY
GRADUATION

\ vlPOLMA!

L

YES! THE ONLY
REASON T CAN
GRADUATE 15 ALL
THANKS TO THE |
PURPLE ROSE'S |
HELP, (




@) [ruoen
STAND.
.‘,” T WL

- PASS THE

MESSAGE

BE ABLE TO
PERFORM t
PLAYS HERE | ||

ANYMORE; /| |
rsso |
DEPRESSING...

y

IT's SUCH
A PITY THAT [ —
WE HAVE TO 5
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"I\ female pirate,
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iy become a lively
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l'\ \
! “Bianca, the
W'\ Female Pirate”
and "Passing
Rain”...
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Aty
e

§

: BAD THAT WE
A/) WON'TBE ABLE
TO SEE YOUR

b When | am acting,
the ordinary me who
usually can’t do any-

(..) thing is no longer a
boring, useless person!
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DOYOUR
- BEST \

,a\

FAREWELL
TO A FUTURE

' you wiL

STILL CONTINU

1F vou ct © R
N APAT é’nﬁéﬂfféi

RIGH‘I"‘

E‘.

N

/~ FROMTHE  pVvERYONE

/ UNDERCLASS-  LERE IS

MEN TO THE  YOLIR FAN.

GRADUATING

STUDENTS,

W | WE'VE ALL COME
N\ TO SEND You |

e

| SOSERECT 'AI

, HEY! “BIANCA,

THE FEMAI-E
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THOLIGH Lw
YOUREA
MORT L, |
You'tL sTiLL .
\ BEABLETO L/
-y 5/6 srAR/ (

~\
\

M

v

\

P

K TO SEND

| HER WaY.

HER ON /

3 f
) - —\ s mava | [l I/
/ KITAJIMA.
HER STUDENT ]
FANS HAVE GATHERED | /3
/ OUTSIDE THE OLD GYM - (CS"
SHED THAT USED TO = el |
SERVE AS HER LITTLE | 4
PLAYHOUSE... p

s o
i
1.‘. ./ 2

NOW THAT SHE
WON'T BE PERFORMING
IN SCHOOL ANYMORE,
IT FEELS VERY
LONELY.

| /7
‘.:-”", SULHA

sz

—A CHILD,

BEENE LW F

AN ORDINARY, "
USELESS |

AT FIRST
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L..I'M SO HAPPY

TUAT THE PEOPLE |
WHO WATCHED My | |
PLAYS ALL CAME TO |
SEE ME OFF...

- f NO
b et weer | | amen
t I WANT TO TO ACT! SUCH A / BE ABLE
\ BE ABLE TO TO ACT!
PERFORM JoF fop

PERSON.




SHE SAID
THE PURPLE
ROSE MUST

ACCEPT
THEM.

=

W= ST
. W‘%—@{“‘&@&(J«?@é@} =

IT'S BECAUSE THESE
THINGS ARE 50
IMPORTANT THAT

I SHE WISHES You TO

\  ACCEPT THEM.

X

5 THIS
1S HER waY
OF SHOWING
HER GRATITUDE
TO YOU FOR
ALLOWING HER
TO GRADUATE
FROM HIGH

SCHOOL.

ID/OT! SUCH

THINGS!
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all the superstars
in the past have
wanted to play,
the Crimson
Goddess!

Therole that %

= of the
- theatre

GIVING
ME HER
GRAD-
UATION
DIPLOMA

{

B

f/
~
/!

N

\ \ I\
r }.‘ /f\\\‘

IT'S THE SAME
WITH THESE PHOTOS,
SHE WISHES YOU
TO SEE HER IN
HER CLASSROOM

you really?

kind of girl are




What should | do
in order fo take
part in a play?

What do |
have to do
o win an

award?







s TME |
TO GET UP,
Mss




#5005 I

s L
H residence
. o -

-
imeka

——— 7 HM, THIS
— | WHERE MORNING T
" YESTERDAY SHE'S STILL i-% Yy s WOLILD LIKE
/ SHE WAS RESTING. "~ \MOTHER?|  GRAPEFRUIT
REHEARSING LATE | JUICE.
INTO THE NIGHT, * <
/  AND SHE ONLY _ \ R
RETURNED AT 4 J _ 3
OCLOCK THIS /™)

J

'. -

SHE WILLET G L k&Y
|

GET UP

—

it

I HAVE ME DELIVER
SOME W FATHER'S
Busiess | cLomies o
TO ATTEND WM T
TO IN THAT % T
AREA N 1_,‘-'_.4
T

I NEED TO
GO DELIVER

FOR HIM
TODAY.

CASE, LET

/ HE WON'T
RETURN HOME FOR
THE NEXT ONE OR
TWO MONTHS AS
SOON AS HIS MOVIE
‘A BEGINS SHOOTING, /
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I WASN'T ABLE TO [ AFTERIGO \
ATTEND MY GRADUA- ‘ \
| |70 THE scHooL |

TION BECAUSE T HAD A | - TO PICK UP MY |

TELEVISION PROGRAM
SHOOT SCHEDLLED / GRADUATION DIPLOMA, |

THAT DAY, 50 T I'M DROPPING BY THE '
LEFT THE GRADuA-( THEATRE GROUP'S OFFICES )
x LIKE THIS, TION DIPLOMA WITH\| TO ENROLL FOR THE YOUTH |
THROUGHOUT ELEMENTARY  Tme WAS A TEACHER AT /{ CLASS AND CLEAR OUT
SCHOOL, MIDDLE SCHOOL, AND  pagcep By P SCHOOL_ =0 MY LOCKER. -
HIGH SCHOOL AT SEIKA soaquexey Il S Z
ACADEMY, YOUR GRADES HAVE
ALWAYS BEEN OUTSTANDING;
AND NOW [T'S TIME FOR MISS b

TLL BET . /
THAT THE % % HAVING WON THE
I FOUND THIS || PROFESSORS | ACADEMIC ARTS

1
\ WHO WILL BE \ =
} Seveigd WHEN T was | L2or oo ) \  AWARD, AYUMI
Pt TOYNG UP. ||\t vave 4 = SAMA WILL SOON
\ WARD TME .\ BECOME A DRAMA
A\ DOING SO,
N — >

I'M AFRAID I s I:_
DROPPED IT BY
ACCIDENT; DOES AH,
THIS BELONG TO| | miss...

You, Miss?

Pa O\
r' { Avum, BECAUSE \ 7z 3
MOMMY IS BUSY |
WITH WORK, T )
| CANT ALWAYS

BE BY YOUR

&

r~ / 1F YOu FeeL "\

/ LONELY, THEN

PRETEND THIS
15 MOMMY
SINGING A
LULLABY TO

r\'Qn\sz\ ?;\f’ . you.
22

Yes, this is the .
lullaby that ——- # o




| miss, you
MUST BE
PATIENT, |

IS VERY
BUSY WITH
WORK.

Mowm, or when '/,
| felt lonely... {7

P 4
T

Because of this, Tlg";iqﬂ -| OF ALL THE
GUESTS WHO

ever since | was With a famous | | ave visrep

THIS HOUSE,
7 litlethe house ~ movie sfar THE e

"1 has never been  wother and | | necrecreo o
l: short of quests... wovie director | | Goe - MENT

I HAVE NEVER \
REALLY SEEN A

LADY AS PRETTY
AS AYUMI-SAMA.

Of course,
The they were there
quests who __~because of mom
came always and dad, but at

compllmmf thaf time | did
nof understand.
fhls ' 2

EVER SINCE
you were [/]))
LITTLE, YOU
HAVE BEEN

o ,"

I HAvE
THIS CHILD NEVER SEEN /.| \& T
WILL BECOME SUCH A A il \\
A GREAT YUM
CHILD ( . h
v N~/ = S x
X : f
N A& sHe IS
N

SUCH AN
ADORABLE
YOUNG

4

Everyone praised
e, o | believed / AdA-

wyself fo be very 15 A
beautiful... 245‘; .
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=25= = A fashion

| The people = N
== Who entered the ~ . & design
ﬂ competition were SRS TS s~ [company held
all kids, and | also s s A== {a children’s
),,- enfered the Tulip’
- J(L,\ contest.. , (PEL

] ‘(M {
R

S 'k HURRY,
@ )\ | NANNY! THIS
3 way!

..
happened
when | was
five years
old...




| e

/' Never }\ 3 SUCHA | That girl’s
| SAW SUCH A [\ ,{ eeautPUL [ Thegazeof  beavty
\ Bscﬁ?;}i =% / \ GIRL] | everyone in the stood out
\‘% N\ e . ASP:EDT;LYL;T\ ,.,-;'_/,4/ waiting room from the
o il )Y A
e =% / was centred on  crowd.

that girl...

S

OH? UTAKO HIME- -
A | sue wiLL & % 17
) INITEL \ 4
HIMEKAWA'S DALGH- / ZEEFT' Fg—m{ %
TER HAS ENTERED | £l s LT
THE CONTEST AS . : )

_WELL?

THE TULIP
PRIZE WILL
DEFINITELY GO |

& g
\\\§>I)mlm< THEY'VE  THAT V
\ PUBLISHED CHILD \ | OH, /I NEVER
\> PICTURES OF THERE? | | REALLYZH [ KNEW...THERE
SO ™eR pamLy P couLD Bg
1 PORTRAIT P SUCH A
.\ Nmacazies \ BEAUTIFUL
SN \[EEFORE. > @ GIRL...
— i 3
= *Yl’ﬂ:ﬂ &S/
- {7
/ AHI'T
= % TN R
e THAT'S BN &
= HER. |
— -

LADY. YOUR MOM

; HER EYES
T
Dlvyouc%%iyv;nu / ARE VERY MUC
T A LIKE UTAKO
0 HIMEKAWA'S.

.\ THERE! THAT'S THE
\ DAUGHTER OF :
UTAKO HIMEKAWA [/
AND FILM DIRECTOR
MITSUGU HIME-

KAV_VA"//I/
W ";,



AND NOW
L THE WINNER " the confesf it be

OF;umezyuP A5 BA @4 results were fo] because...
: B be anounced...

chlld” \ )

Howeoull =55 Sesond?
this be? =

71 COME!
A AYUMI-CHAN,
Why? # PLEASE COME

Wh‘y‘ am| HTHIS way!
ﬁrsf’

Shesso

prefiyl

MU

//
| can’t
believe she
didn’t get
first place!

COME!
AYUM/-CHAN,

YOU'VE WON A &

FIRST . %

PLace! = (i) R

& [\ LA\ ‘M\A' aﬁ

1T WOULD BE \ S\ aven- \W 9 /
GOOD TO GET / : I T0LD CHAN! EA f
MOTHER AND | SHE'S  youso. |\ LOOK |..
DAUGHTER TO ] pu%w N 2
STAR INOUR  Jr§! /N ¢
COMMERCIALS. / 7, 'A FOR US. ""\7 '

= iﬁ»
M fk ;

u !‘ln -ILIL

HIMEKAWA AND
FILM DIRECTOR
HIMEKAWA'S
DAUGHTER
GETTING FIRST
PLACE, THAT'S A
GOOD STORY'

% A‘




2 ‘\ | 1] [/ (' f
\ |
\ W V¥ WA A
i B 1 e " e \ ¢
GREATTO ) ( —
/; ) Avum, ! \ & N AYUM/-CHAN, : A 2 ‘ FAMOUS ’
‘. COME |5 WHAT ARE \ = 2 PARENTS. =
l ON! You sTiLL X ) A
A DOING THERE?, Vi) ‘
f ’ ., THIS Way, } j' ' N
: / v " PLEASE. _ / <
VA% s aY N H
-~ \]‘
comMe, v.ﬁl g S\
DON'T  Avuml- W , e
BE SHY. CHAN, | R ‘/
LETS | )
¢o. | An (T
\
3 : | shoul
SO0 2 o == 22 | shovldn't
D b _//;jfg s i& be first, |
o — ’
don't = ot me! »- don’t want

am | first? o ASERLD) k this!
9\
/” \\\\\\ ///’// !’"'\\'\ WA ﬂﬂ““?:i

Al n////,,,/,/

/
ls it it
because | am ==/ /|
Pad and - | A \
Mow’s... W\
N (X
R\ L\
Y Nol .
r?;)i ;,t; Thisis 2 .
place wrong! It GRAT-
should be § shouldn’t be %ﬁ;
7, hett * £ | 7 we! AYUM-
{ ///" '”\\\\\ ///’///q[ \\\\\%  CHAN
IR ,
: \ﬁ?\i o X \
) p A TR S 5
29 o Y %
! :
! \. ' ‘.‘
2 v /v ",‘ X \
Yt \ ¥/
_‘;"’"\
= .
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— <= 3 - {

S ~J i & ™ wuars)
[ waars o NN : wHaTs THE |/ WRONG
[ WRONG? YOU'VE i sz | ! t{ MATTER? DON'T SHE HASN'T WITH

BEEN ACTING v i ) YOU WANT TO  SAID A WORD HER?
b sT:ﬁ;Nng Tﬁ\éerz crNG? | 2 5 | GREET GUESTS SINCE SHE
\ - A ) TODAY? RETURNED, -
iomesr, mss.. i 4»" (® # 7~ AN DEAREST. /

: ¢ & e
\ . ‘ ‘ ‘f-. a3
i -
| ‘::-[ 'v‘\:. <3
a1 :‘P{f( > :—,;—1—}
“\'\, ::\-‘71 r(r
2 K > 1\ SHE GET _
(' FIRST PLACE(E
BUT YOU
MUST TELL
ME THE
IF You LIg

o Mg, T WiLL TRATH-

NEVER TALK TO

YOU AGAN TILL

THE DAY I DIE!

GUESTS WHO
BUT IS THAT ~ COME HERE
) BECAUSE IAM SAY THAT

~ DAD AND AYUM! IS
== MOM'S CHILD? PRETTY,
=) A~

DAD IS
AMAZING,

\
\// ISN'T THAT AND MOM
| ey FamMous
| ToPRaISE  MIVIE
\ ME? ‘

OM, WHAT'S | _
THE MATTER? { °

P W

=7 PONT - |oy aNp

) LAUGH! [ / I WON- |
NANNY! | DERED |( /

o ==X p WHAT IT

W73 COULD BE,

M/ w/ | mss! |

—”
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/ ’ LOOK Miss
L%ﬁl_uiﬁfos INTO THE ( THERE MIGHT AYUMI, T
SURPRISES ~ POND- gt oAl
LIKE THAT PLAINLY.

. *~/ EVEN THE FisH
a.‘ WITH HOW PRETTY
»;\ siEIS! A

AMONGST
THEM...

|

RADIANT
EYES, LONG,
milg, SLENDER EYEA
BROWS,

( YOU'RE STILL
YOUNG, BUT
WHEN
AYUMI-SAMA
GROWS UP,

—1
\ & ‘\ f}
L’ /

'oUu WILL f
BE EVEN
MORE
BEAUTIFUL
THAN YOUR
MOTHER. 'k I

£ NANNY, CouLD
YOU PUT THIS
BY MOTHER'S
W\ PILLOW WHEN
/A\NY meetsTon

TO WAKE HER |
P up THIS WAY
ONCE IN A




