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GALLS FOR FRENCH
STAR T0 RELAUNCH
FULLTIME ASSAULT

ByDavid Evans

Nine-time champion
Sebastien Loeb’s explosive
comeback to the World Rally
Championship in Mexico last
week has prompted calls for
the Frenchman to make a
fullerreturn to the series.
Citroen star Loebled Rally
Mexicoforthree stages and was
onlyruled outof the P1battle
when he suffered a puncture on
the second day. Headmitted his
performance had exceeded what
even he had thought possible
after finishinginfifth place.
Team-mate and full-time
Citroendriver Kris Meeke said:
“It’'slikethebossisbackandI
really like the way this haslifted
theteam. Could youimagine the
strength we’d have had if we’d
had himall this year and Craig
[Breen]in the third car?”
Loebisslated toreturn for the
Tour de Corse nextmonth and
Rally Spainin October. Thereis

D : Sxiz ; talk thathis 2018 programme

; : e uld be expanded toinclude

MiIcH, B e < :

-.__::-_—-‘2-”" | ; ) Rally Germany in August.
- . , : : Full story p2-3
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ByDavid Evans

Citroen team principal Pierre
Budar and lead driver Kris
Meeke are hoping to convince
Sebastien Loeb to make a
longer-term return to the
World Rally Championship
following his astonishing
comebackdrive at Rally
Mexico last week.

Nine-time champion Loeb
surpassed his own expectations
when he turned back the yearsto
lead Rally Mexicoforthree stages
and only a second-day puncture
spoiled his chances of a seventh
consecutive win in Guanajuato.

Loeb told Motorsport News: “The
speedin Mexico was what T hoped
for. WhatI wanted was tobein the
fight; youknowif youarejustone
step behind then you are always
that stepbehind, butIwasn’t.It’s
been good, more thanIexpected.”

Loeb and Meeke werein the
top three forfive stages in what
was Citroen’s strongest team
performance since the start of
lastseason. By the end of the event
the French squad was third in the
manufacturers’ championship,

justonepoint behind last year’s
champion, M-Sport Ford World
Rally Team.

Meeketold MN: “Theeffect Seb’s
had onthe team hasbeen pretty
incredible tobe honest. We’veall
been able tofeed off the energy
he’scomein with—-me especially.
Rightfrom the startof therecce
thefeelinghasbeen strong, in
factfrom the test we did in Spain.
Afterthat we were able to work
through the set-up and we were
both going in the same direction.
It’sbeen sopositive.

“TI'vesaidallalongthatI want
himbackin the team and this
eventjustreinforcesthat.If Thad
the chance todoafull season with
himthenIjustknowIwouldlearn
somuch. He’scomeinand done
anexceptionaljobandI’'mlooking
forward to seeing what he cando
in Corsica.It’slike the bossis back
andIreallylike the way thishas
lifted the team.

“Could youimagine the strength
we’d have had if we’dhad him all
thisyearand Craig[Breen]in the
third car? There’snodoubt we’d
havebeenrightatthesharpendin
therace for the manufacturers-so

why not push that for next year?
We could beavery, very strong
team if we could convince him to
comeback anddoabitmore.”

Asked abouthisintentionsin
the World Rally Championship
and whether he would consider a
longer-termreturn, Loebadded:
“Atthemoment, Iamdoing
rallycross with Peugeotand I
cannotdoeverything. Andalso,
whenIretired from the full
championshipIknow thereason
why [one key reason beingthe
travel] and thathasnot changed.
NowIcome, Idriveandit’scool,
buttodoall the championship, I
don’tknow-it’snottheplan.”

Rally Germany is an event which
doesn’t clash with anythingfor
Loeb, butthe Frenchman
raised hisownissue with the
Saarbrucken event. “Thetrouble
with thatoneisthatit’sinthe
summer holiday,” said Loeb.
“I'llbeonthebeach.”

Team principal Pierre Budar
was delighted with the pace Loeb
showed and hereiterated Meeke’s
thoughtson theimpacthehadon
theteam and his desire tosee him
drivingone of his cars more often.
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“I don’t know one

team who wouldn’t

want him for 2019”

n».,_L Picrre}Budar,

“Wehave an agreement for
threerallies, thisisthe deal so
far,” Budar told MN. “We will
gothrough this year and after
Corsicaand Spain we will have the
opportunity totalk again,solet’s
see whatis possible then. ButI
don’tknow any team manager in
this service park who would not
want this guy in their team full-
time-it’sthe sameforus.

“Mexicohasbeenan
extraordinary proof of his
performance. We have seen he
isstill very fastand he has shown
justhow well heisable to deal
with thisnew car. When he took
thelead on the second day, it was
inthe middle of thefight when
everybody was pushing sohard,
wedidn’texpect himtobesofast

soquick. Weknew he could donice
things, butIthoughtit would take
moretime. Now we look to Corsica
and after what we have seen here,
why would we say he cannot win
thatrally [Corsica]?”

M-Sport Ford World Rally Team
principal Malcolm Wilson said
Loeb’s Mexican return had fully
justified a possible full-time return
in2019. Hetold MN: “Onthe
performance we’ve seen from Seb
here on this event, you would
absolutely have to consider him
for next year-you couldn’tnot!”

Wilson added that he was
surprised at Loeb’s ability to
maintain front-running pace.

“IsaidIthought he would finish
onthepodium,” Wilson said, “but
maybeldidn’texpect the speed we

saw on Saturday when everybody
was thatbit closer on the road.
“Thebigdifference from when
Marcus [Gronholm] came back
and did Sweden with us[in 2010]
isthat Marcus hadn’tbeen doing
anythingforthe previoustwo
years. Hehadn’tbeeninacar.
Marcushad the odd good stage,
buthedidn’t have the consistency
of speed. Thedifference for
Sebastienisthathe’sbeen
regularly competing atthe highest
levelin the World Touring Car
Championshipandinrallycross
and another bigthingisthathe’s
still been working with Daniel
[Elena, co-driver]in Dakar, so that
relationship hasremained. But
it’s still remarkable whathe’s
doneattheageof 44.”

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com
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Loeb’s pace shocked
on Saturday in Mexico

Kris Meeke delivered a harsh
assessment of his third-placed
performance on Rally Mexico.
Meeke, who won the Leon-based
event 12 months ago, suffered a series
of spins and then put his Citroen C3
WRC on its side on the final morning.
Asked to describe his rally, Meeke
spelled it out for MN. He said: “It’s
been s**te. There were too many
errors from me. I had the car, I had
the road position and the pace to win
and Iwasn’table to convertit. I’'m
frustrated as hell, but I'm frustrated
as hell with third place, that’snota
bad sign. I’ve got no excuses here.”
Meeke still sits fourth in the
points, three points behind Andreas
Mikkelsen, but 24 adrift of

championship leader Sebastien Ogier.

Asrevealed in MNlast month, the
Citroen should take a step forward in
terms of gravel set-up with revised

geometry in time for Rally Argentina.

@ Citroen’s technical director
Christophe Besse has departed the
team to focus on running his own
motorsport company. The team has
yet toname his replacement.

Meeke distressed depite podium finish

Meeke wasn t pleasedwlth his performa.nce

~j !A!!\! .! !!\Iw
World Rally Championship 2018
After 3/13 rounds
POS | DRIVER |cAR |PTS

1 Sebastien Ogier (FRA) Ford Fiesta |54
2 | ThierryNeuville (BEL) Hyundaii20 {52
3 Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR) [Hyundaii20 |35
4 Kris Meeke (GBR) Citroen C3 |32
5 Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN) Toyota Yaris |31
6 Ott Tanak (EST) Toyota Yaris |26
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F1 ROUND-UP

Rosso goals

Toro Rosso canrevise its goals
forthis year after exceedingits
expectations in pre-season
testing. The team’s new era
with Honda engines got off

to a solid start, with the team
completing the third highest
mileage, behind just Mercedes
and Ferrari. “The initial brief
was that Melbourne might

be tough, but actually we now
think we’re definitely in the
fight for points,” said driver
Brendon Hartley. “It’s a tough
midfield battle, butit’'s been a
really positive start and the
goal has to be points.”

Kubica’s joy

Robert Kubica says he's very
happy with Williams and is

already enjoying his new testand
developmentrole. The Polish star
may have missed out on adream
comebackrace drive, but says he's
learning new things from a different
approachto F1. “If you think where
Iwas just 12 months ago things
have changed alot,” said Kubica.
“I'm enjoying my position here, it's
giving me alot of challenges and
also opportunities to see the team
working, to see many different
things. When you are arace

driver, you just see things in

race driver mode.”

Mad Leclexc

Charles Leclerc gave himself a
dressing-down for throwing
his Sauber atthe sceneryin
what he called “a really stupid
mistake” on the final day of
testing. Leclerc lost almost five
hours of running after he lost
control of the C37 at Turn 12
while on a personal-best lap
and spun into the gravel, lightly
hitting the tyres. “I’d be more
disappointed if ’'d doneitin
Melbourne,” he said. “I’'ve
learned alot but have a lot
more to learn. | just feel angry
atmyself. 1 went a bit over the
limit and the error cost me
quite alot.”

Funny fuel

Red Bull boss Christian Horner has
backed his team’s relationship with
its fuel and oil supplier after it came
in for criticism from Mercedes chief
Toto Wolff. Wolff said he found it
odd that Red Bull uses ExxonMobil
forits Renault engine, while the
works team uses BP/Castrol.

Red Bullis the only one of F1’s six
customer teams to use a different
supplier to its manufacturer.

“We see itas an advantage,”

said Horner. “Their products

won three grands prix last year.
Obviously there are burdens
because they're a different
supplier to the works team, but

it just means more dyno testing.
We wouldn'tdoit if we didn't

see atechnical advantage.”
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Vettel shattered the ™ :

current lap record

ByRobert Ladbrook

Sebastian Vettel has shied away
from making a prediction on his title
chances this season, despite Ferrari
comfortably locking out the fastest
times during last week’s second
Barcelona test.

Vettel topped the mileage count,
completing 4251aps over the final week of
testing, and also smashed the track’s
unofficiallap record with his day three
1m17.182s benchmark being 1.2s under
the previous fastest Spanish GPlap.

Kimi Raikkonen topped day four,
runningjustatenth behind Vettel asboth
Ferrarisfinished well clear of the packin
the combined times.

Despite theteam’simpressive early
pace, Vettel played down the results,
saying: “It’sthe wrongthingtodo, just
look at the timesheets. It’s just one time,
over onelap, and there’smore than one
laptodothisseason.

“Obviously, our targetistobeup front,
but thisisthe wrongtimetosay anything.

Fornow theimportant thingisthat
our caris working the way we want,
the way we expect. ButIthink we
canstilldobetter.”

Raikkonen added he felt there was more
to come from the SF71H: “I'm sureif we
wanted to gofaster, we could have, but it
doesn’tmean anything here. In two weeks
everybody will know where everybody is.
Untilthen we are only guessing.”

Behind theItalian machines, Fernando
Alonsoand McLaren set the third fastest
overall time, despite a test again disrupted
by issues. The Woking teamrecorded the
least mileage of anybody, with Alonso
stoppingtwice across his days for engine
changes. The teamreported a mixture of
batteryissues and a persistent oil leak.
Alonso’sfinal afternoon lap on the hyper
soft Pirellis was just 0.6s shy of Vettel’s
outright best.

Daniel Ricciardo was fourth quickest on
apromisingtest for Red Bull, with the
Aussie beingthefirsttolower thelap
record with his day two effort.

In contrast, Mercedeshadaquiet yet

productive final four days of running.
Theteamrecorded the most mileage
acrossall eight days of testing this year,
but Lewis Hamilton and Valtteri Bottas
languished just eighth and 10thin the
overall timesrespectively.

Theteam did notrun the hyper softs all
week, and suffered some blistering on the
softer compound covers. The vast
majority of itsmileage was done on the

The Rd Bulllooked well sorted in testmg

FWANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER i z s @MNmotorsEortl

medium tyres, with the team showing
stronglong-run pace throughout.

“It’sbeen areally positive test,” said
Hamilton. “We got through everything
andreliability was great. We’re happy
with the information. It’s still difficult to
know exactly where we are in comparison
toRed Bull and Ferrari,and we won’t
know fully until thefirst race, but Ithink
we're well equipped.”

Mercedes admits that it has an eye on the developing Red Bull as a threat

Mercedes hassingled out Red Bull as
theteam thatitis most concerned about
beingathreattoitstitle hopesthis year.

The Milton Keynes team enjoyed a
productive final four days of runningin
Spain, with Daniel Ricciardo beingthe
firstdrivertolower the track’s unofficial
laprecordto gofastest on day two.

Mercedes’ technical head James Allison
told SKy Sports: “Ithink there’sthree

quick teamsand there’snodoubt that
Red Bull are goingto be people that we're
goingtobefighting with this year. As
testing goes on you get a betteridea of
where things stack up. Even now you can
say there’s some blurriness, soit’snot
possibletosay if we’ve got ournosein
front ornot, but we can sayit’s close.
“Looking at what they [Red Bull] have
broughthere, I’d say they still have some

bodywork tobolt on,and Idon’t know
what their engine plans are. Nobody
really sandbagsin testing, you’re here
totest,and you're only goingtohavea
valid test if you see what your car can do.
Ricciardoadded: “We’re certainly more
ready thanlast year—and probably every
year before that since I've been at this
team. We're going to thefirst race having
confidencetopushthecaronthelimit.”
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Alonso was fast, but the McLaren was fragile

TOTALLAPSBY ENGINE B TOTALLAPS BY TEAMS

3000

1000
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Ferrari
Renault
Honda

MclLaren admits poor
preparation hurt test

McLaren Racing head Eric Boullier
has admitted that the squad’s
testing troubles arose because it
“didn’tdo a good enough job” in
terms of preparation.

The MCL33 was redesigned on a
short timescale over the winter
after McLaren only confirmed its
move to Renault engines last
September. During testing the
team lost time with a failed
wheelnut, cooling issues, battery
and turbo problems across the
eight days and recorded the least
mileage of any team.

Despite this the car haslooked
quick, with Fernando Alonso
setting the third fastest outright
time on thelast day.

Boullier said the new car’s design
was “ambitious” and defended the
team’s design strategy.

“We want to be competitive and
we have an ambitious design
around the car -you can see thatit’s
alittle different from the other

- Mercedes again
racked up the
mostmiles
during testing
acrossits three

- teams

1000 -

LAPS

500

Mercedes

Ferrari

McLaren didn’t have a good test

Renault-engined cars,” he said. “So
far we had minor issues, but I think
that was because we didn’t do a good
enough job to prepare the car. We
were alittle stretched in terms of
lead time and delay, but we are very
quickly getting back tonormal.”

When asked if he could be sure the
team would be on top of reliability
by Australia, Boullier responded:
“Not 100 per cent because we have
notrun as much as we wanted, so
there will be a higher risk of failure
somewhere. But a good rebuild of
the car will help to fix a few of the
issues we’ve had.”

Mercedes also topped
theindividual teamlaps
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Date:March 6

TESTING TIMES
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Weather:Warm, dry Mood:Let’s justhope it’s better thanlastweek..!

POS |DRIVER | CAR-ENGINE | TIME |GAP | LAPS
1 Sebastian Vettel Ferrari 1m20.396s |- 171
2 Valtteri Bottas Mercedes 1m20.596s | +0.200s |86
3 Max Verstappen Red Bull/Renault 1m20.649s |+0.253s | 130
4 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 1m20.808s |+0.412s |91
5 Pierre Gasly Toro Rosso/Honda 1m?20.973s |+0.577s |54
6 Kevin Magnussen Haas/Ferrari 1m21.298s [+0.902s |95
7 Nico Hulkenberg Renault 1m21.432s |+1.036s |48
8 Carlos Sainz Renault 1m21.455s |+1.059s |91
9 Sergey Sirotkin Williams/Mercedes 1m21.588s |+1.192s |42
10 | Sergio Perez Force India/Mercedes |1m21.643s |+1.247s |93
11 Marcus Ericsson Sauber/Ferrari 1m21.706s [+1.310s | 120
12 | Stoffel Vandoorne McLaren/Renault 1m21.946s |+1.550s |38
13 | Lance Stroll Williams/Mercedes 1m22.937s |+2.541s |86
Date:March?
Weather:Warm, dry Mood: Oh, itis better than last week!
POS | DRIVER | CAR-ENGINE | TIME |GAP | LAPS
1 Daniel Ricciardo Red Bull/Renault 1m18.047s |- 165
2 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 1m18.400s |+0.353s |90
3 Valtteri Bottas Mercedes 1m18.560s |+0.513s |85
4 Sebastian Vettel Ferrari 1m19.541s |+1.494s |66
5 Brendon Hartley Toro Rosso/Honda 1m19.823s [+1.776s |119
6 Fernando Alonso McLaren/Renault 1m19.856s |+1.809s |57
7 Carlos Sainz Renault 1m20.042s |+1.995s |88
8 Romain Grosjean Haas/Ferrari 1m20.237s |+2.190s |78
9 Kimi Raikkonen Ferrari 1m20.242s [+2.195s |49
10 | Lance Stroll Williams/Mercedes 1m20.349s |+2.302s |63
11 Nico Hulkenberg Renault 1m20.758s |+2.711s | 102
12 | Esteban Ocon Force India/Mercedes |1m20.805s | +2.758s | 130
13 | CharlesLeclerc Sauber/Ferrari 1m20.919s [+2.872s | 160
14 | Sergey Sirotkin Williams/Mercedes 1m22.350s |[+4.303s |80
Date:March8
Weather:Warm, dry Mood:Wow, a Mercedes hasn’tbeen fastest yet...
POS |DRIVER | CAR-ENGINE | TIME |GAP | LAPS
1 Sebastian Vettel Ferrari 1m17.182s |- 188
2 Kevin Magnussen Haas/Ferrari 1m18.360s [+1.178s | 153
3 Pierre Gasly Toro Rosso/Honda 1m18.363s [+1.181s | 169
4 Nico Hulkenberg Renault 1m18.675s |+1.493s |79
5 Carlos Sainz Renault 1m18.725s |+1.543s |69
6 Stoffel Vandoorne McLaren/Renault 1m18.855s |+1.673s | 151
7 Marcus Ericsson Sauber/Ferrari 1m19.244s |+2.062s | 148
8 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 1m19.296s |+2.114s |84
9 Valtteri Bottas Mercedes 1m19.532s |+2.350s |97
10 | RobertKubica Williams/Mercedes 1m19.629s |+2.447s |73
11 Sergio Perez ForceIndia/Mercedes |1m19.634s |+2.452s | 159
12 | MaxVerstappen Red Bull/Renault 1m19.842s |+2.660s |187
13 Lance Stroll Williams/Mercedes 1m20.262s | +3.080s | 67
Date:March9
Weather:Warm, dry Mood:This is tight. Bring on Melbourne!
POS | DRIVER | CAR-ENGINE | TIME |GaP | LAPS
1 Kimi Raikkonen Ferrari 1m17.221s |- 157
2 Fernando Alonso McLaren/Renault 1m17.784s |+0.563s |93
3 Carlos Sainz Renault 1m18.092s |+0.871s |45
4 Daniel Ricciardo Red Bull/Renault 1m18.327s |+1.106s |92
a 5, Romain Grosjean Haas/Ferrari 1m18.412s |+1.191s | 181
[ 6 Valtteri Bottas Mercedes 1m18.825s |+1.604s | 104
] 7 Brendon Hartley Toro Rosso/Honda 1m18.949s [+1.728s | 156
S 8 Esteban Ocon Force India/Mercedes |1m18.967s [+1.746s | 163
3] 9 Charles Leclerc Sauber/Ferrari 1m19.118s [+1.897s |75
E 10 | Sergey Sirotkin Williams/Mercedes 1m19.189s |+1.968s |105
11 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 1m19.464s |+2.243s |97
12 | Lance Stroll Williams/Mercedes 1m19.954s |+2.733s |27
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Sebastien Bourdais claimed

season at St Petersburg after
adramatic collision between
Alexander Rossi and Robert

Rossi to close on long-time
leader Wickens and Rossi
attempted apassintoTurn 1
but lost grip and slid into
Wickens, spinning him out of
therace. This allowed
Bourdais to win, from Graham
Rahal, while Rossi still
claimed third... Kevin Harvick
claimed athird NASCAR Cup

* victoryin succession after

the opening win of the IndyCar :

emerging on top of a late four-way

: battle with Kyle Busch, Denny
i Hamlinand Chase Elliott to
: triumphat Phoenix... M-Sport

Wickens with two lapstogo.A :
late full course yellow allowed :

will help assist Jaguar with the

: will support FormulaE. The
: Jaguar I-Pace eTrophy will

: becomeFE’sfirstregular
:su pportseries from the

: 2018/19 season and, while
: JaguarLand Rover’s special
: vehicle operations

! runthemonrace weekends...

: Britishdriversled the wayinthe

: opening pre-season Formula 2

: testat Paul Ricard with European

: F3champion Lando Norris setting
: thefastestoveralltime and topping
¢ twoofthe three days. British ART
new I-Pace electric series that

drivers George Russell and Jack

: Aitken were quickest on thefinal

: day...FormulaV8 3.5

: champion Pietro Fittipaldi will
: make his World Endurance

: Championship debut this

: seasonwiththe DragonSpeed
: LMP1team.The 21-year-old

: departmentwill build the cars, :
: M-Sportengineerswill helpto :

will contest the Spa and Fuiji
rounds in the team’s BR1

: prototype as regular driver

: RengervanderZande has

: clashing IMSA commitments.
: Toyotaregular Stephane

: Sarrazin has leftthe team to

: join SMP’sLMP1 programme,
: while Alex Wurz will come out
. of retirementto testwith

: Toyotain the prologue as

: three of the manufacturer’s

: regulardrivers have clashing

: commitments... Ex-Formula 1

: racer Vitaly Petrov will contest the
¢ Blancpain GT Series Endurance

: Cupthisyearinan ASP-run

: Mercedes-AMG GT3alongside

: his WEC season with the

i SMPLMP1 team...

Perez says Force India needs a step up to he able to compete in the midfield fight

Sergio Perez says Force India

hasits work cutout to try and

getback tothe frontof F1's

midfield battle after itsnew

car struggled in testing.

Theteamoptedtoruna

simplified version of its 2018
challenger in testing before
bringingin a sizable update
package for Australia.

“We definitely need a good
stepforthefirstraceand
hopefully that will come and
we can be competitive from
then onwards,” said Perez.

“It’shard tojudge where we
are, butIdon’tthink we’re
leading the mid-pack. Butit

only matters where you finish

at AbuDhabi.”

Photos: LAT
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OBITUARY

Henry Hope-Frost

1970-2018

TRIBUTESPOURINFOR'H’

F1 personnel gathered during Barcelona test

Tributes to Henry Hope-Frost have poured in
from across the motorsport world after the
journalistand broadcasterwaskilledina
motorbike accident last week aged 47.

‘H’had alongassociation with MNN’s sister title
Autosport,where he started outinthe ad salesteam
before moving over to the editorial staff and theninto
becoming ‘The Voice of Autosport’ through his work on
the stage at Autosport International, where he interviewed
the great and the good to thousands of visitors.

Aswell ashis work with Autosport, Henry had been a
regular fixture at Goodwood, and thismeanthe’d had
dealings with justabout everybody at some pointin time.

Asalife-longmotorsportfan he was quite literally
living the dream. He’d been expelled from Stowe School
for repeatedly bunking off to watch carstestingat
Silverstone, and this ‘fever’ (his trademark word) for
the sportmade him anincredibly knowledgeable

and enthusiasticjournalist.

Atribute was organised at the final Formula 1
pre-season testat Barcelona, where a memorial
photograph was taken in the paddock with many of

Henry’sfriends and colleagues.

Jenson Button was amongthose to pay tribute
on Twitter ashesaid: “You could always tell how
passionate Henry Hope-Frost was about motorsport
when heinterviewed you, it felt so natural like you were
havingagood old chinwag with your closest mate.

Sendinglove to hisfamily.”

@ A special tributeis planned at this weekend’s
Goodwood Members’ Meeting where ‘aminute of
fever’ enginerevving will take place before the F5000
demonstration. HHF and #FEVER stickers will also
be on sale with donations goingto the family. A crowd
funding website has also been created to help raise
cash for Henry’s wife Charlotte and three young boys.
Itcanbe found atjustgiving.com/crowdfunding/

friendsofhenryhope-frost.
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HHF was master of
the Autosport Stage

Motorbase makes return to Carrera Cup for first time in seven years

British Touring Car squad
Motorbase Performance will
return to the Porsche Carrera
Cup GB for thefirst time since
2011 this year.

Theteamhasahistory of
successin the category with its
drivers having taken 26 victories—
third on the all-timelist for
Carrera Cup outfits. Inrecent
years, theteam hasfocused on
the BTCC as well as competing
inBritish GT and the Blancpain
GT Series with an Aston Martin
Vantage GT3.

Butafter withdrawing from
British GT for 2017, the team
willnow return to Porsches
this season. It willrun former
Radical racer Dan Vaughanin
the Am class and could expand
torunasecond car.

“Weare delighted tobe back in
the Porsche paddock —itisabrand
thatsuitsusvery well,anditisa
championship that we have had
bigsuccessin,” said team boss
David Bartrum. “With the new
car comingfor 2018, this was the
perfect time torejoin the series.

“I’have beenreally impressed
with Dansofar,and heisagreat
fitfor the team. We have the
capability torun asecond car
and weare talkingtosome
drivers, butitmight be that we
justrunone-weareabitlatein
theday announcingour plans.”
® Former BTCCracer Richard
Hawken will also be on the grid
afterjoiningthe Slidesports
squad. Elsewhere, JTR has
completeditsline-up after signing
2016 Ginetta GT4 Supercup
champion from In2Racing.

Radical racerVaughan will drive for returning squad

Nl PORSCHE

Harperwill complete a demonstration runiniconic Porsche 935

Porsche Junior Harper gets to drive ‘Mohy Dick’ at Goodwood

Porsche Junior Daniel Harper
will showcase the famous
Porsche 935/78 ‘Moby Dick’
atthe Goodwood Members’
Meeting this weekend.
Themodel was thefinal
version of the 935and missed
outonvictoryatthe24 Hours of
LeMansin 1978, producing up
to850bhpandreachingupto
228mph on Mulsanne straight.

Third in Ginetta Junior last
year, Harper switchesto Porsche
Carrera Cup GBin 2018 with
JTR after being selected by
Porscheasitsnew Junior
and was approached by the
manufacturertodrive the car
duringthe Goodwood meeting.

“Beinggiven the chanceto
drive theincredible Porsche
935/78 ‘Moby Dick’is simply

amazingandIcan’tthank
Porsche enough forthe
opportunity,” said Harper.
“The 935 will be by far the
most powerful car I'veever
driven, as well asthe most
expensive, so I will certainly
be onmy bestbehaviour.”
Harper’sfirst test outing with
JTRwas curtailed earlierin the
month dueto poor weather.

Coates and Rivett back
for another Clio season

Renault UK Clio Cup race winner Max
Coateshasswitched to the frontrunning
Team Pyro squad for this season, and
three-time champion Paul Rivett will
alsobeback.

Coates has contested thelast two
seasons of the Clio Cup with Ciceley
Motorsport but hasnow moved to Pyro—
the team that has powered the champion
tothetitleeighttimesinthelast 10 years.

The 24-year-old is confident of launching
atitlebid in hisnew surroundings having
finished third and fourth in the standings
inthelasttwoseasons.

“Ciceley wanted to concentrate more on
their touring car operations[astheteam
hasexpanded torun two cars]sol was
lookingforanew team,” explained
Coates. “Theengineeringside we had at
Ciceley was great but maybe Pyro bring
abitmoreexperience and a different
take on how todo things. We’ve gota
good strongteam and there’snoreason
why we shouldn’t be fighting for the
drivers’ and teams’ championships.

“Youlook attheraceslast year and
Thad thejoint most fastestlaps. My race
pace was very good and qualifyingis
where Ineedtoworkon.”

Meanwhile Rivettis confident about
hischances withlast year’schampion
Mike Bushell graduating to the British
Touring Car Championship.

“I'think we arein with a cracking shot
this year of winningthetitle,” he said.
“Icame closelast year when I was second
andIwouldlike to go one betterin 2018.
It’slookinggood, every year asateam
we have got stronger and stronger.

“Formetomovetothe nextstage, which
would be touring cars, is so much money
andit’ssuchabigstep. Themostimportant
thingfor meistobeoutracingandif that’s
notintouringcarsthenextbest thingis
the Clio Cupasit’ssuch agreat series.”

Simmons wasrace winner with Arden

Simmons heads JHR’s
British F4 driver line-up

British Formula 4 race winner
Ayrton Simmons will spearhead
JHR Developments’ line-up in the
category this season.

Simmons starred in the final round
of 2016 as he claimed his first podium,
before taking a win at Brands Hatch
last year and finishing seventh in the
standings. He will now move to JHR
after spending the last one-and-a-half
seasons with Arden.

Simmons will be joined in the JHR
line-up by Manuel Sulaiman - who
took one podium with the squad in
apartial campaign last term-and
karting graduate Josh Skelton.

“Ithink we’ve got a very good team,”
said team boss Steve Hunter. “This
will be Ayrton’s second full season
and, from what I’ve seen so far, he’san
incredibly talented driver with alot to
offer. With Manuel, he has done seven
rounds last year and I'm sure he’s
goingtobe up there fighting for it as
well. He had alack of testing during
thelast year so we were trying to
maximise every race weekend he
was there for.

“Josh has been a very good karter
at ahighlevel. There’s alearning
process to go through, but I expect
him to be fighting for rookie wins.”

The JHR team is also in talks with
drivers to run a fourth carin the
series this year.
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F3 racer Moore

returns in Nissan GT3

Former BRDC Formula4title
challenger Struan Moore will
contest hisfirst full British racing
season since 2014 when hejoins the
British GT Championshipatthe
wheel of an RJN Nissan GTR GT3.

Moore will share the GTR
with 2014 British GT4 runner-up
Devon Modell for the full British
championship. He wasarace
winnerin BRDC Formula4in
both 2013 and 2014, before heading
toJapantochaseacareer.

Hespentlast yearracing with
Nissan in the Blancpain GT
Series Endurance Cup.

The Nissan entry brings the
British GT3 grid to 13 cars, with
six manufacturersrepresented.

“I'mreally excited tobe
back racingin Britainand the
British GT Championshipis
somewhere I've always wanted
torace, sowhen the chance came
up Ijumpedatit,” said Moore.

“I'd hadn’t met Devon until this
week and I know we’ll get on. He’s
gotastrongrecordin GTracing,
andIfeelI’'ve progressedasa
driver with each seasonI've done.

“It’'savery strongfield this year
but the championship hastobe
ouraim.”

@ The UltraTek Racing Nissan
team will be back up totwo carsin
British GT4 after signing Stephen
Johansen and Jesse Anttilatoshare
itssecond 370Z GT4. Johansen
graduatesto GT4havingraced in
the Volkswagen Racing Cup, while
Finnish racer Anttilahas competed
in British Formula Ford and
European GT4 competition,and had
one outing with the teamin British
GTlast year. UltraTek’s second car
will be handled by Martin Plowman
and Emmerdale actor, former
BTCCracer Kelvin Fletcher.

First non-Ligier
entry for series

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

MALVERN AND JONES

By Robert Ladbrook

Nick Jones and Scott Malvern are
targeting a significant climb up

the order in this year’s British GT
Championship after confirming a
switch to a new Mercedes AMG GT4.

Jones and Malvern will enter their third
British GT4campaign with one of the new
German machines, which will berun by
title-winning outfit Team Parker Racing.

The duo has previously campaigned
aPorsche Cayman Clubsport GT4
but struggled to score resultsin the
machine, which was subjecttoastring
of performance-focused upgrades
from Porsche tuner Manthey.

Malvern, aformer championinboth
British Formula Ford and Formula
Renault BARC, said the arrival of the
AMG could be agame-changer for the pair.

1

Malvern (left) and Jones are hopeful

“The Mercedesreally isahuge step
upforus,”hesaid. “Wetested the car
atPortimao over the winter and it’s clear
that Mercedes has worked closely with
itsfactory teamsand drivers. The end
productisareally wellroundedracecar.

“Givenitssizeit would be easy to thinkit'd
bejustastraight-line warrior, butactually
thebalance of itisbrilliant, soIthink it

GET NEW MERCEDES

Team Parker will run brand new
AMG GT4 after Porsche swap

~ = .sdsealants.com

“The Porschehid alot of what we
were doinglast year. Nick isimproving
constantly, butit’shard tobenoticed
when your machineryisn’t quite
quick enough.

“This year we’ll be competitive and
we’ll be up there fightingfor both the
Pro-Am championship and I believe we
canbein the mix for outright podiums
and wins.”

Jonesadded: “The Mercedes gives us
every chanceto progress.It’sgreat to
driveandisadifferent experiencetothe
Porsche. Ifeel I'm driving better than
ever, so hopefully we’ll get afew test
daysunder our belts before Oulton
Park and hit the ground running.”

The car will be the third new Mercedes
in British GT4, joining Fox Motorsport
and Richardson Racing, which hasyet

will suit the British tracks really well. toconfirmitsdrivers.

The new AMG

GT4 in its livery
@ The new ERC Sport British GT
team will expand to field anew
Mercedes GT4in international
racingthis year. The team, which
hasbeen set up by engineer Keith
Cheetham, plans torun aMercedes
AMG GT4in selected enduranceraces
across Europe and America, with
outingsin Creventic’s 24H Series
planned. The new car has been
ordered by Lee Mowle, who also
ownsthe AMG GT3heracesin
Britain alongside Dutchman
Yelmer Buurman. “It made sense
tohave one alongside the GT3,” said
Mowle. “GT4is growing sorapidly,
andit’salsosoaccessible, it’s
perfectfor enduranceracing. The
GT4versionisvery comfortable,
without being toomuch like a
road car.”

Norma heads to UK LMP3 Cup

A second marque will
competeinthe UK
LMP3Cupin2018, as
the Mectech squad has
confirmed it will field
its Norma M30in
the championship.
The car—which won
last year’s Michelin
LeMans Cup with the
DKR Engineering
squad-will bedriven
by Bradley Smithand
Duncan Williams.
Smith finished second
intheprologuerace
theseriesheld at
Snettertonin 2016.
“We'vetried the
Ligier and the Norma
andthey’reboth

Driversinthe Creventic 12Hoursat
Silverstone have criticised the wet
weather Hankook tyre which they
claim was too hard for the cold and
wet conditions at the circuit.

Therace wasrunonanewly-
resurfaced track which offered low grip.
Alsoambient temperatures were low
and heavy rain hit thefirst part of the
two-partracelate-on. During thistime
several cars spun and crashed as drivers
struggled to get sufficient temperature
intotheirrubber.

“Thetrouble with Silverstoneisit’s
high speed, aquaplaning’s always
beenanissue,” said Jonny Mowlem.

“They’veresurfaced the track and
the cold conditions with the hard wet
that Hankook have are justarecipe
forbasically being a passengerin
the car when you hit puddles.

“With their wet compound tyre they
need tolook at maybe havingaslightly
softer compound. That would probably
work everywhere because of the

fantasticcars,” said
Smith. “Norma’shad
strongresultsin Europe
and thefactoryiskeen
towork withusand
offerlots of support.
“We’renotjust
entering thisforabit
of fun: we’re going for
the championship, so
we’relookingforevery
advantage we can find.
We are working closely
with Normaand
hopefully we can be
fastand up thefront
for thefirstrace.”
Williams added: “T've
drivenatafairlevelin
quick carsandIthink
the Norma will suitme.”

Drivers criticise Hankook for 12 Hours at Silverstone

chances of itrainingin somewherelike
Dubai[islow].”

The Creventicseriesisaimed mainly at
amateur drivers, and racer Nicolas
Minassian said: “Itisalready difficult for
apro! Imagine for someone whose day-
to-dayjobisnotapro,it’seven harder.”

Hankook motorsportsdirector
Manfred Sandbichler said the majority
of driversreported that the tyre worked.

“Thetyres are the samefor everyone.
Now the job between my engineers and
team engineersistoadjustthe car with
thetyre,” heexplained. “When you
speak with 10 drivers you have maybe
two, maybe three, who complain. The
otherssayitis OK.

“Therefore Tunderstand the drivers’
complaints butif you talk with the
samedriverstoday [when the
conditions had improved] you will
hearno complaintsanymore.”

Theseries visits Navarra (Spain),
Imola, (Italy), Portimao (Portugal),
Barcelona (Spain)and Spa (Belgium).

Oshorne secures factory Mclaren role as Tolman takes over three 5708 GT4s

Joe Osborne will twin his
attack on this year’s British GT
Championship with development
work on McLaren’s forthcoming
720S GT3 racer after being signed
by the British manufacturer.

Osborne will share a 570S GT4
withregular team-mate David
Pattison in British GT this season
as part of a three-car entry from
the Tolman Motorsport team.

In addition Osborne has landed
his first full factory role, joining

Ben Barnicoat as the Woking firm’s
newest works driver recruits.

“It’s a chance I’ve been working
for all my life and I’ve never been so
excited, or in such good shape, for a
race season before,” said Osborne.
“This year will be all about David
and I going for the GT4 title, that’s
the full focus, but alongside that
I’ll get to work on the development
of the new 720S GT3 with Ben
and Rob [Bell]. That will bring
awhole new area of experience

tomy driving and I can’t wait. It’s
great to have the consistency of
the same team and team-mate in
British GT. David improved hugely
last year so he’s ready to put a title
challenge together this year.”
Tolman has also been contracted
torun the extra two 570S GT4s for
McLaren’s young drivers. Mike
O’Brien will share one car with
Charlie Fagg, while Jordan
Albert will share the other
with Lewis Proctor.

Osborne headlines
big McLaren entry

pre
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BRITISH F3 RULE CHANGE
ALLOWS MONGER TO RACE

Carlinwilllbelableltolenter fourth car for teenager

h—

Popular SeZens
Mini Se7en frontrunners
Charlie Budd and

Lewis Selby will join an
increased Mini Miglia grid
ofover30carsin2018.
Budd clinched his first
Se7enftitle lastyear after
aseason-long battle with
Selby, both stepping up

to the faster Miglias along
with fellow title rival,
Ashley Davies. Champion
Rupert Deethreturns, as
dorace winners Kane
Astin, Alfie Brown and
Aaron Smith. Ten Libre
entries are expected while
the Graham Hill Trophy
returns for drivers aged

Legends will have more than 30 cars

Champion Treherne will
return to Legends in 2018

Former Legends champion Stephen
Treherne will return to the series among
abumper grid of over 30 carsfor2018.

The2011 champion will race arebuilt
car under the Pro24 banner for owner
CraigPhillipsin selected rounds.

Although doubtful for the second
meetingat Brands Hatch, which clashes
with the expected birth of his child,

Tom’s Gamble on
single-seaters

Tom Gamble, thereigning
Ginetta Junior champion,
willracein the BRDC British
F3 Championship thisseason
with Fortec Motorsports.

Treherne-wholastracedin2013-will - = - \ =l i The16-year-old has moved under 17.

clash with thelikes of reigning champion " ) ; acrosstosingle-seaters after

John Mickel and last year’s runner-up, rassuzamgt l takingeight wins on his way to Wilcox/Hudson
Ben Power. . the Ginetta titlelast season. GT Cup stalwarts Adam

-
P __-.-

Monger tested
with Carlin

“LasttimelIraced JohnIbeathimin
2011, but thereare some very quick
driversoutthere,” said Treherne.

“Ipromise myself nottogetintoa
carunlessit’s put together very well. 'm
lookingforwardtoit.”

“We spoke to Fortecand they
offered usagood deal for what
we could afford,” he said.

“Iwouldliketohavea
crack atit[single-seaters].

If itdoesn’tgoas well as we

Wilcoxand Nigel Hudson
willremain in the series for
the 2018 seasoninaJMH
Automotive Aston Martin
Vantage GT3. The team has
been part of the series since

Onedriver will earnaprize drivein
Handy Motorsport’s BTCC Alfa Romeo
Giulietta, owned by Treherne’s former
Legends team-mate Simon Belcher this
year. The winner is chosen by judges
based on “performance, presentation
and sportsmanship”.

Connor Mills, 2016 runner-up, is set
tocontest thefull seasonin 18 after
doingoneroundlast year.

Brown won Ginetta GT5 Challenge

JCW Mini move for Ginetta
GT5 champion Brown

The 2017 Ginetta GT5 Challenge

champion Lewis Brown will compete

in the Mini Challenge this season

with AReeve Motorsport.
The19-year-old, who took seven wins

last season on his way to the title, will

By Stefan Mackley

Carlin has been given
special permissiontoruna
fourth carin BRDC British
F3 this season, opening
the door for Billy Monger
toraceintheseries.

The series’ rules state
teams can only run three cars,

“Obviously thereare
unknowns such ashowishe
goingto geton, howis he going
tofundit? Buteveryoneis
hoping the effort and money
tomake thefairytale come
trueisworthit.”

Monger hasbeen testing
with Carlin—alongside Nicolai
Kjaergaard and Sun Yue Yang,

Monger’s car has been
adapted so that he can operate
the throttle with a paddle on
the steering wheel but still
uses a brake pedal.

Butterfield is confident
thereisnoadvantage or
disadvantage to Monger
usingsuch a system, stating:
“It’salevel playingfield: if

hope we can always go
back tosaloon cars.

“Thecarisalotdifferent
todrive butit’sjustabout
gettingused toit.”

Former British Formula 4
driver Harry Webb has also
been confirmed in the series
with Chris Dittmann Racing.

Double R also confirmed

2008 and claimed several
victories last year. Hudson
returns with the title on his
mind in what could prove his
final season of racing. “I think
the GT Cup formatis really
goodand | enjoyit,” Hudson
said. “l want to win more
races thisyear evenifwe
can’t win the championship

but Monger’s “exceptional” who have already signed with Billy wins he will be winning Krish Mahadik and Pavan and have some funas well.”
case-followingadoubleleg theteam,as wellaskartingace  onmerit.” Ravishankar for this year.
amputation because of a Clement Novalak —but Monger Small changes have also Doohan travels

Formula4crashlast year—
hasmeant an extra car could
be entered for him.

Group operations manager
Giles Butterfield from
MotorSport Vision, which
operates British F'3, said:
“Therules are three drivers
per team but the Billy Monger
situation is utterly exceptional
in our opinion, we’re very keen
tohelp hisrehabilitation.

hasyet to officially announce
he will compete in British F3.

Hesaid: “Ijust want to
make sure the fundsare
there and Carlin have been
enquiring about running me
asafourthcar,sotherearea
couple of things that need to
fallinto place.

“Judging by our pacein the
car we'renear the sharpend
of thegrid.”

been made to the Tatuus-
Cosworth car used in British
F3followingrecent FIA
directives and in the wake
of Monger’saccident.
Theupgradesincludea
longer carbon fibrerear
impact structure with a
slightly modified diffuser
and atthe frontamachined-
from-solid anti-intrusion
bulkhead will be fitted.

Gamble has joined Fortec

Supercup move for Gordon-Colebrooke

British Formula 4 racer
Jack Doohan will dovetail
his season in the British
Touring Car support series
with a partial campaign
in Europe. The son of
motorbike racing legend
Mick will also compete

in five meetings across
the German and Italian
F4 categories with the
Premasquad.

New coordinator
Ginetta has appointed anew
championships assistant

to work across its range of
series. Stephanie Bush joins

makehisdebutinthe JCW classat Bll'ley aims fl:ll' Escort the manufacturer having been

Oulton Park on March 31. Monoposto frontrunner frontrunner after a positive part of the Masters Historic
“I'mreally excited for the 2018 season track return at EaSter Andrew Gordon-Colebrooke  maiden test. Racing organising team for

andIcan’t waitto get startedinthe new Rod Birleyisaimingtoracehis will complete Century “Working withiZone the pastfour years.

car,” said Brown, who became part of rebuilt Ford Escort WRC at the Motorsport’s Ginetta GT4 Driver Performance, we

the British Racing Drivers’ Club Rising Brands Hatch Easter Monday Supercup line-up for 2018. talked aboutitasthey have Preston tribute

Starsprogrammein January. meeting, following extensive damage Hemakes the switch from worked with peoplelike The Classic Touring Car
“The gridis shaping up tobeaseriously from a 130mph crash last November. === single-seaters, havingalso Nathan Freke and Tom Racing Club will pay

competitive oneand it’llbea good test Birley’s Escorthitthe Brands Ford Escort WRC was damaged raced in selected outings Oliphant,” hesaid. “Thad tribute to a former stalwart

of how much I've developed asadriver pitwall followinga collision with with Porsche and SEAT atestat Brands Indy, which ofthe club at its opening
competingagainst them all at some of Graham Crowhurstin the Modified “Iwashopingto get out forthe machineryinthe 24H series went very well,and now meeting (Silverstone,
thebest tracksin Britain. Saloons Championship. Birley firstround of the Classic Thunder overthepastthree years. I'meagertogetgoing. March 24/25). Tony
“Thecaritself is goingtobe quitea also suffered three brokenribs [March 24/25]but we’re notlooking The 2014 Monoposto “I'lltakeit step by step. Preston, co-ordinator of
change from the Ginetta G40I've become and abruised spleen. very good [for that]. 1600 champion joins fellow T'dliketosayI’d beatthe the Pre ’66 championship,
used to. I'm confidentIcan adapttoit The 2016 Modified Saloons “The carisnow straight! We didn’t rookies Angus Fender and sharpend.” who won the category four
though and geta good starttothe year.” champion hopesit willmake the think it was goingto be salvageable, Michael Creesforthe team’s Gordon-Colebrooke was times, died suddenly aged
@ Charlie Butler-Henderson is targeting firstround on April 2. buttherollcagehad remained intact three-pronged attack, and impressed by the car, adding 68 lastyear. His Morris
asecond Mini Challenge JCW title this “Hopefully we can get things anddidn’tbend or kink. intendstobea “ithasavery good front Minor will lead the Pre ’66
year after confirming hisreturntothe [together forthat],” Birley said. “We’ve taken the opportunity todo consistent = end, solfounditeasy field on alap of honour

championship with Mini UK VIP Team.
The 39-year-old won the Challenge ttitle
outrightin2015.

“Itdepends on how quickly the
remainingthings getmade.

quiteafewupgradestothecar.It’s
goingtolook quite abit different.”

toadaptfrom during the greenflag lap
before the series’ first

race of the weekend.

Monoposto
action
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VAUXHALL
CHEVETTE HSR

Current owner:Steve Rimmer

Ithasagoodhistory
“FER 687W is an ex-works
Vauxhall Chevette HSR

and Jimmy McRae drove it

in period; Jimmy did the
1980 Cork ‘20’ Rally init. The
interesting thing about the
car, which really added to
the character for lan Gwynne
and myself, was that Bill
Gwynne thendroveitin

the Motoring News Road
Rally Championship with
considerable success.”

Itisbackinperiod
specification

“The car arrived at Gwynne's
house one evening in the early
1980s and lan badgered his
dad to take him out iniit. It now
looks exactly as it did 37
years ago. When lan found
the car, it was rotting in a
containerin Ireland. |
remember watching these
cars through the Lake District
as|grew upin Preston.”

Rimmer finally
bought it

“I said to lan that we should
try and buy it. The guy in
Ireland sort of knew what he
had but didn't know exactly
what. When he found out
that Bill Gwynne had driven
it as well as Jimmy, he knew
he had us on the hook and it
took a while to buy it about
10yearsago.”

Ithasbeenrestored
by BGMsport

“It was rallied in Ireland,
notably by Austin McHale
who won the 19883 Irish title
with it after Bill used it, and
then it was stood for some
time. ltran as course caron an
Irish eventin 1996. It needed
aheck of alot of work as it had
been stored for 20 years. We
did acomplete restoration
overtime and it came out at
Race Retroin 20186. It's nice
to have it back and in original
period specification.”

Itwillbeused

“We like to bring it out for
people to see. | don't want it
tojust sit on stands and | want
it to be used in away that
will give enjoyment to the
fans. Having Jimmy McRae
back driving the caris great
fun. With these cars, when
anything comes up interms
of spares or anything from
period, we'llkeep our eyes
open and move quickly
because we may not get
asecond chance.”

-

Pryce (inset) will Join |

Nick Elliott (above)

By Paul Lawrence

continuestoseek the funding

World Rally Championship
aspirant Osian Pryce will
head a stellar Ford Escort
MKk2 historic entry on Rally
North Wales on Saturday
March 24, the opening round
of the MSA British Historic
Rally Championship.

Pryce won the WRC-supporting

Drive DMACK Cupin2016and

tocompete at worldlevel. In
themeantime, he willrealisea
long-held ambition by driving

Ford EscortMkZhallengergto enter Raly Worth

anEscortissomethingI've
always wanted to try. Ijust want
tohaveabitof fun.”

Escorts have always beenin

an Escort Mk2-BDGonhishome  hisfamily and hisfather bought
event with hisregular co-driver an Escort when Osian was 13 for
Dale Furnissalongside. himtodrive on private ground.

“My parentslive on the edge
of the Dyfi complex and Iwon
therally overall last year,” said
the 25-year-old. “We always want
tosupportthe eventand driving

They now plan torebuild that
carintohistoric specification.
For Rally North Wales, Pryce
hashired acar from Grant Shand
atRally Xtreme and saysthat the

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

‘Clark remembered
at Donington Park’

HSCC plans memorial, below

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Paul Lawrence

paceatthehead of the historic
field will be fierce.
“Thetophistoricguysarein
aleague of their own,” he said.
“Peoplelike Nick Elliottand
Marty McCormack. I wantto
haveasmuchfunasIcanand
thenIwanttogobacktothe
WRCasthat’s where Ineedto
be.” However, another rally in
anEscortlaterinthe year
remainsa possibility.

Mallock: Six ecades

Six decades of Mallock to he celebrated at Superprix meeting

Sixty years of the Mallock marque
will be celebrated this year and the
focal point of the season will be at
the Legends of Brands Hatch
Super Prix on June 30/July 1.
Itwasin 1958 that Major
ArthurMallock sold thefirst
chassis for his simple but
devastatingly effective sports-

racing car, then known as the U2.

The company that grew from
Arthur’spassionisthe world’s
oldestrace car manufacturerin
the same family ownership ashis
son Richard and grandson Charlie
continue tohead the operation.

The Brands Hatch celebrations
will centre onaround of the

Classic Clubmans Championship
where Mallocks dominate the
entry. “We’re planning to bring
together former Clubmans
racersand carsfromacrossthe
Mallock story,” said Richard.
Anew website telling his
remarkable story has been
launched atarthurmallock.com.

Aracefor classic Porsches
from two decades will
mark the 70th anniversary
of the company at the
Festival of Porsche at
Brands Hatch on Sunday,
September 2.

The Porsche Classic
Trophy will be open toall
models built between 1953
and 1973, including the 356
and911, as well asrarities
like the 550,904 and Group

Classic Porsches for Brands Hatch

Plea for Chevron

5and 6racers fromthelate cars aml racers
1960s and early *70s. The The Historic Sports Car
grid willinclude the 1965 Clubhasissuedacall
911 SWBthat Porsche Cars | forperiod ChevronB8
GBisrunningin historic racerstojoininthe50th
racingthis season. anniversary celebrations

Chris Seaward of the at August’s Oulton Park driver change. In addition,
Porsche Club said: “With Gold Cup. carsthatarenotrace
the amazing variety of Thehighlight willbea ready will be on display.
carsthatareeligible, 40-minute B6/B8race on TheHSCC’s Grahame
the Porsche Classic Bank Holiday Monday, White said: “There has
Trophy should be a featuringa compulsory beenalotof interestin the
fantastic sight.” pitstopand optional race,includingfrom

The Chevron will be marked at the Gold Cup

owners of cars who have
notraced themregularly
inrecent times. We want
toinvitethose whoraced
B8s when themodel
wasnew tobe part of

the celebrations.”

New Bolster Trophy to relive a golden era with specials from the 1920s and 1930s

Busy Genecand
Swiss racer Ghislain Genecand
plans to race as many as three
historic single-seatersin the
UK this season. He will start his
campaign with a Crossle 16F

in Historic Formula Ford at
Donington Park on April 7/8
but also hopestorace his
ex-Jon Reakes Surtees TS5
Formula 5000 and a March 76B
Formula Atlantic car.

Jardine’s season

TV presenter Tony Jardine will share the
pre-'66 Mini Cooper of Andy Harrison
intwo-driver HRDC races this season.
The Mini has been christened ‘Whizz'
in honour of recently retired Barrie
‘Whizzo' Williams who will be team
manager for the project. The first
outing for Jardine and Harrison will

be the HRDC test day at Goodwood
onMarch 26.

Ford Escortfiesta
The annual non-competitive Kop
Hill Climb on September15/16
will feature the Ford Escortin
the 50th year of the Mk1. For
the 10th running of the revival
of the original hillclimb near
Princes Risborough, the
organisers are hoping to attract
owners of Escorts who want to
take to the public road-based
hill over the weekend.

Bumper Donington
The timetable for the Donington
Historic Festival on May 4-6 has

been announced covering 19 races
from 14 grids. After qualifying on
Friday, Saturday will feature 10 races
concluding with the hour-long Jaguar
Classic Challenge starting at 1755hrs.
Nine races willfill Sunday’s bill.

AGBO’s Old Stager
Atotal of 58 cars are due to start
Saturday’s AGBO Historic Stages
atWeston Parkin Shropshire,

the opening round of the HRCR
Old Stager Championship and
Mini Cup. A total of 34 Minis will
compete although the Ford Escort
Mk2 of Darren Moon is expected
to set the overall pace. Joining the
field are the Ferrari 308 GTBs of
Neil McMahon and Lee Jones.

Jim Clark cars

The life of Jim Clark will be remembered
by the HSCC at Donington Park on
Saturday, April 7. The club’s opening
race meeting of the season falls 50
years from the day Clark died inan F2
accident at Hockenheimand a one-
minute silence will be held before the
firstrace.

MG repaired

The MGB used by Jean Denton on
the 1968 London to Sydney has
been restored by the MG Car
Club’s MGB Register after being
rescued from a scrap yard. It will
be unveiled on the MGCC stand
at 1100hrs during the first day of
the Practical Classics Restoration
and Classic Car Show at
Birmingham’s NEC on March 23.

Anunrivalled 30-strongfield of
one-off specials from the 1920s
and 1930s will honour the memory
of Autosport’s John Bolster at

thatheisremembered in the
Bolster Cup, anewraceforthe
Members’ Meeting for British-
built specials from Bolster’s

publishedin 1950 and wasa own hillclimb special called
renownedjournalistaswellas . s ‘Bloody Mary’ and enjoyed
an enthusiastic competltor 2 _’_.%successboth before

Hebuiltand drovehis | s Bbm, andafter the Secord

: Goodwood this weekend. . World War. era. It was a time when specials
A A Bolster was technical editor Goodwood: Bolsterdiedin were common at venues like
Vauxhall Chevette HSR when Autosport wasfirst Specials fun il 1984anditisfitting  Brooklandsand Shelsley Walsh.

MG has come bac to life

HOW A ONE-MAKE MINI RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP IS MAKING AN IMPACT PAGE 26
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GOODWOOD

MEMBERS’ MEETING

Stars will line up for
the two-driver clash

‘Walker will borrow
the Thunderbug’

Mark Walker’s car swap, below

BTCGSTARS
TOP GOODWOOD

Past and present heroes join Gerry Marshall Trophy

By Paul Lawrence

Atleast 15 currentor
former British Touring Car
Championshipracers,
including five champions,
will take on three former
grand prixracersina
star-studded field for the
Gerry Marshall Trophy race.
Saturday’s programme wraps
up with the wonderful spectacle

of Group 1 Touring Carsracing

into the Sussex sunset.

The45-minute two-driver

race for the cars of the 1970s
will create a unique atmosphere
asheadlights pierce the rapidly
failinglight following the race

startat1740hrs.

With nine BTCC crowns

between them, Matt Neal,

Colin Turkington, Jason Plato,

Andrew Jordanand Tim

Neal is a former Gerry Marshall winner

motorsport-news.co.uk MARCH 14 2018

Harvey head thefield and

Nealis a former winner of the

race, taking the spoilsin 2015
alongside David Clark in the
mighty Chevrolet Camaro.
That partnership will be
renewed this weekend to go
up against the Camaro of
2016 winners Grahame and

in their diminutive Mini
1275GT, while Plato shares
the Ford Boss Mustang of

CraigDavies, Harvey returns

tothe wheel of a Rover SD1

and Turkington sharesa

Ford Escort RS2000.
Meanwhile Top Gear

ace Gordon Shedden won the
2017 edition and Ward also
took the Rover to victory back
in 2014 at the first revival of the
Members’ Meeting.
Otherstarsintheraceinclude
former WT'CC champion Rob
Huff, former F1racers Jochen

Oly Bryant.

Jordan and Nick Swift will be
chasinganother overall podium

presenter Chris Harris has big
shoestofill when he partners
Chris Ward in the JD Classics
Rover. Ward and touring car

Mass, Emanuele Pirro and
Tiff Needell and sportscar
acesDarren Turner and
Nicolas Minassian.

Mitchell fulfils a
BRM P25 dream

Young Ben Mitchell will have
the drive of his life when
hehandles a1957 BRM

P25 grand prix car in the
Hawthorn Trophy race.

Having cut his teeth in
Historic Formula Ford,
Mitchell, 24, has builta
reputation as a talented all-
rounder but will now take on
therare 2.5-litre front-engined
grand prix car from 1957.

“The BRM is owned by Robs
Lamplough who has kindly
asked metodriveit,” said
Mitchell. “I’'m very much
looking forward to getting
behind the wheel at the
Members’ Meeting.

“A Type 25 BRM has tobe
one of theiconic 1950s GP cars,
so to have the opportunity
toraceoneisspecial and at
Goodwood, even better!”

Goodwood favourite

Emanuele Pirrowill
race the unique Ferrari
‘Breadvan’in the Stirling
MossTrophy.The Italian
ace will share the one-off
1961250 GT SWB-based
special withowner
Lukas Halusa.

The one-off Bentley-based
Pacey-Hassan Special willrace

with the aim of settinganew

Bentley derivative to make its race debut in the Bolster Cup

Wally Hassan to build a special

for thefirst time at Goodwood is
animmense privilegeand alsoa

at Goodwood for thefirst time
when Bentley expert William

laprecord at Brooklands. It was
finishedin 1936 and two years

challenge,” said Medcalf. “Itisa
brute with lots of torque. 'msure

Medcalf contests the Bolster Cup.
Brooklandsracer Bill Pacey

later,now supercharged, it
lapped at 129mph.

we can please the spectators with
some closeracingand maybe the

commissioned Bentley guru

“Toraceacarasspecial as this

odd bit of oversteer!”

Thisis the event without
huge crowds and ithas
amuch more relaxed
atmosphere. Thereis
plenty of space to watch
the racing. It still features
special Goodwood
touches, including
100,000 daffodils planted
around the venue to give
itafeeling of spring.

The life of the late Dan Gurney
willbe celebrated by the
Gurney Cup race for sports-
racing cars from the 1960s.
The eclectic grid will mark the
diversity of Gurney's career
by including Ford GT40s,

AC Cobra Coupes, McLaren

: rapid demonstration laps.
: These mighty five-litre

: monsters from the late

: 1960s and early 1970s

: have never before run :

: insuch numbers at

: Goodwood. ltwill be an

. assaultonthe senses.

The legend of Pre-War
+ ace Rudolf Caracciolais

: from 1978 is a stunner.
: The name comes from :
: thelong tail developed for :
: LeMans,whereitranat

228mph from 845bhp,

: butfaltered in the race.

: Forthe energetic,awalk

: aroundthefulllapisamustat

: honouredinanewraceforthe :

: Members’ Meeting, catering
: forsports cars of the 1920s
: and 1930s. The Caracciola

: Sportwagenrennen is packed :

with cars from Alfa Romeo,

: Bugatti, Maseratiand BMW
: inthe memory of one of the

: greatestdrivers ofanera.

M1sand Lotus 23Bs. Gurney, +

whowas afan of Goodwood,
diedinJanuary aged 86.

Did the earth move for

: Moby Dick on track at

: Group 5 sports car era,

you? It probably willwhen :

up to 30 Formula 5000s
are unleashedin two
groups each forsome

: sending a couple of cars

: this event. The views beyond
: Madgwick, at Fordwater,

‘no-name’ and StMary’s,

: areoutstanding and offera
: fantastic chance to see cars
: anddrivers at full stretch.

The Ford GT40 remains

: oneofthe mostdesirable
: sports-racing cars ever

: produced and nine of

: themwill race in Sunday’s

Goodwood! As part of
the celebration of the

the Porsche Museum s

: andthe spectacular ‘Moby :

: Dick’ version of the 935

: Gurney Cup. Shaun Lynn,

David Hart, Joaquin Folch
and Richard Meins are

: in GT40s and they willgo
: head-to-head with the

fastest two-litre sports-

: racersin the talented

Gurne Cup GT40s

hands of Chris Goodwin,
- Andrew Hibberd and
: Michael Gans.

: Backonthemenuisarace

: forpre-'66 touring carsin

: honourof Jack Sears and by
: keeping the Ford Mustangs
: and Falcons away, ithas set
: upabarnstormer. Andrew

Zakspeed Capri

taking little more than

- thesilhouette of the

¢ production model. This
: weekend, a fantastic

: array of these cars from
: 1976to 1982 will be

: demonstrated. BMW

: M1s,Zakspeed Capris

: andfive Ferrari512BB

i LMs will all wow.

Jordan and Mark Sumpter :
: topthe Lotus Cortina pack : Forthethird yearinarow, the
: with Steve Soper, Andy : one-litre Formula 3 cars of

Wolfe and Henry Mann, while
: quality also pervades the

: among the leading drivers :

Mini pack with Jonathan
Lewis, Nick Swiftand
Chris Middlehurst.

: Thefinal element of the

: Group 5 erawas forwhat
: wereloosely termed

: special production cars,

the late 1960s getaslotat
: theMembers'Meetinganda

30-car grid will be aiming
replicate the 2015 race,
which had one of the closest

* finishesin Goodwood

: history. Andrew Hibberd

: ischasing ahat-trick but

: friend and rival Jon Milicevic
: willhave otherideas.

Lamplough’s back
Veteran racer and aviator Robs
Lamplough, 77, will start another
season of racing by entering his
Brabham BT28 in the Derek Bell
Cup forone-litre F3 cars. Half
acentury ago,Lamplough was
racing a McLaren M4A Formula 2
carand was on the grid for

Jim Clark’s final race at
Hockenheim in April 1968.

Thunderbug

With his 1905 Darracq still being
rebuilt after a catastrophic engine
failure, Mark Walker will borrow
Thunderbug, usually raced by

his son Hughie, for the Bolster

Cup. Meanwhile, Hughie willinstead
handle their 1929 Frazer Nash-based
Martyr Special. In the same race Nick
Leston, son of 1950s and 1960s
racer Les, pays homage to the 1920s
American dirt track specials with his
Lovell Elkhart Sprint Racer.

Hepworth on show
Among the Formula 5000s will
be the 1969 four-wheel-drive
Hepworth FF built by hillclimber
David Hepworth. The late Bev
Bond raced it brieflyin the
inaugural UKF5000 race at Oulton
Park 49 years ago, but Hepworth
had far more success as he
twice won the British Hillclimb
Championship. His sons will
drive the car this weekend.

Skinner’s Rover
Former NASCAR racer and star of
the Goodwood Festival of Speed
Mike Skinner will make his UK racing
debut by sharing the Rover SD1 of
Bill Shepherd inthe Gerry Marshall
Trophy. Now semi-retired, Floridian
Skinner started racingin 1975 and
enjoyed alot of successinthe
NASCAR Truck Series.

Porsche collection
Aremarkable line-up of eight
Porsche 904 Carrera GTSs,

from 1964 and 1965, will make a
special sightin the Ronnie Hoare
Trophy race, the opening event
on Saturday afternoon.

Fiestareplica

Areplica of Alan Curnow's Datapost-
liveried Ford Fiesta fromthe 1980
British Touring Car Championship will
race for the first time this weekend with
touring car star Mat Jackson and owner
John Mitchell.

Hoare highlights

The rare sight of all three Morgan
SLRs and the sole Triumph TR4
SLRtogether on one grid will be

a highlight of Saturday’s Ronnie
Hoare Trophy. The special-bodied
Sprinzel Lawrence Racing
development cars were first raced
inthe early 1960s and all four cars
are due on the grid at Goodwood.

Minshaw collection
Jon Minshaw willfield three cars at
Goodwood, sharing the driving with
his British GT team-mate Phil Keen.

They will campaign aJaguar E-type
inthe Moss Trophy, race the Lister
Knobbly in the Salvadori Cup and
run Minshaw's Porsche 935 inthe
Group 5 demonstrations.

P e
Minshaw will race Knobbly
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ByDavid Evans

M-Sport has started building an
all-electricrally car—amachine
Malcolm Wilson wants to be
capable of winning a one-day rally.

The Cumbrian firm beganinitial
development work on an electric Fiesta
earlier this year and aimstobetesting
the car before the end of 2018.

The carisaimed atthe national
market, but managing director Wilson
saysthe ground-breakingtechnology
willundoubtedly be used in the firm’s
future World Rally Cars at the end of the
current cycle of technical regulations.

“You know what we’re like at M-Sport,
we're always looking for ways to
challenge ourselves,” Wilson told
Motorsport News. “And thisisthe next
stepin technologyinthesport. 'mnot
goingto give youany of the technical
details—Ican’tbecause we’re working
with other companies who share this
vision and we’ve signed NDAS [non-
disclosure agreements], but suffice
tosay we'reon withitandif things
continue tohappen and we’re able to
continue and make progressthenI
would hope that we could havea car
runningthis year. That would be

somethinginan R5bodyshell, it
wouldn’t be the finished car.”

Wilson has set histeam the target
of producinga car capable of winning
aone-day nationalrally.

“Atthemomentthisisn’taboutthe
World Rally Championship,” headded.
“All’'minterested in tostart with
isproducingacarthat’s goingtobe
capable of winningaone-day event
atacompetitive price.

“There’s definitely amarketfora
four-wheel-drive carlike thisand I'm
confident the technologyistheretodo
it. If you look atamodern electric [road]
car, they’re capable of running for 300 or
350 miles between charges. ABTRDA
round or an eventat thatsortof level is
around 35to40 competitive miles with
notahuge amount of road mileage.”

Asked about the potential for moving

“It must
\ be able
Y to win”

\Wilson!

this technology intothe WRC, Wilson
said: “Thisisnoton theimmediate
horizon for the world championship;
don’tforget we’ve got atleast three
more years of these fantastic
regulations and nothingshould
come in and jeopardise that stability.
Butlooking further down theroad,
we havetobelooking at potential
electricsolutions and thisis one of
thereasons we’re working on this.

“It’svital that M-Sportisatthe
forefront of the development of
electric-power technology inrallying.
Iguessin some ways, given the
challenge for the future, you could
say thisis goingto be one of the most
important cars we’ve worked on.”

Ahead of last week’s Rally Mexico,
Wilson attended the FormulaErace
in Mexico City and was impressed
with whathe found.

“Ithink there are definitely lessons
we can learn from that championship,”
said Wilson. “It was a very impressive
set-up in terms of the technology,
investment and hospitality.”

Ford Performance global director
Mark Rushbrook admitted there was
nourgency torush intoelectric from
the Blue Oval. He told MV: “Aswe

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

New car likely to
be an R5 base

M-Sport bossWilson has attended,and been insp

look atourroad car cycle plan,
there’sdefinitely a split of internal
combustion, hybrid and full electric
and we need the same in motorsport.

“We don’t necessarily want all the
series weareinto goelectric, we
wantamix. In WRC we’relooking for
technology to continue to advance;is
itready forfull electricnow? No, but
thingslike eTurbo [an electrically
driven supercharger system] might
makesense.”

The WRC hasn’t been the fastest
toembrace and develop electric
technology, despite Citroen gettingit
off toagood start withits C4 WRC

Hymotion4, which wasrevealed 10
yearsago. The C4 harvested kinetic
energy under brakingand used a
125kw motor on the rear differential to
deliver short bursts of torque under
acceleration. The French firm showed
the car at the Paris Motorshow in 2008,
butit went no further than the concept.
Anelectricrally carhasbeen
developed in the UK under the Project
eRally banner. The Renault Zoe has
competed, butiscurrently restricted
by Motor Sports Association rulesto
single-venue events, and isaimed at
the Junior and Senior 1000 Rally
Championship for one-litre cars.

The Strength of Experience speed“ne

e-mail: info@speedlinecorse.co.uk | website: www.speedlinecorse.co.uk
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‘Does the sport need §

to look to its past?’

Rally Minis are thriving, p26
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DAVID

“HHF endeared
himself to everyone”

Ogier won,
but lost out

.
£ e O*

- TheM-Sport Ford World Rally
Team will appeal the penalty
which cost Sebastien Ogier
his four powerstage points at
last week’s Rally Mexico.

The Frenchman was penalised
fortouchingthebarrierina
chicaneandhad 10seconds
added tohisstagetime-that
time ensured he would miss
outonthepointshe’d taken
forhis second quickest time.

The stewards’ decision was
explainedin astatement:
“CarNo1didnotgoaround
the elements of the chicane

asshowninthe Road Book at
box 18 of SS22.”

The offencerelated to Ogier
clippingthefirstpartof a
right-left-right chicane, with
the stewards believing that
the Frenchman gained an
advantage fromnotbeing
slowed by knocking thefirst
elementaside.

Ogier confirmed that the
British team wouldn’t beletting
the matterrest. He said: “We
are workingon this [appeal] to
explain ourselves becauseit was
notdeliberate atall. Before the

Y

SR &

stage, it was me who asked for
clarification on what would
happen [if you touch the
barrier]. 'malways the first
onetotrytofightforequal
conditionsandinthisIwanted
tobe clear what would happen.
Isaid to Julien [Ingrassia,
co-driver] that we should
suggest the organisers put water
inthebarrier [tomake them
heavier]IwishThad donethis.
“If wehad gained alot of time
from this, but I'm sure we can
proveonthedatathat we can
provethisisn’tthecase-it’s

M Ogier will fight the penalty

S &

goingtobeonetenth [of a
second] ortwo at the most.
Forme, this 10-second penalty
isnotinany way fitting with
what happened.”

The FIA’s safety delegate
Michele Mouton agreed with
Ogier, telling MN: “Asadriver,
Ithink thisistoomuch. Ten
secondsistoomuch.”

Clarification was sought
following thefirst pass of the
stage, where Hyundai driver
Thierry Neuville clouted all
threebarriersinthe chicane.
The Belgian went unpunished.

Finland will have new rut

One of the mostfamous stage
namesin worldrallying—
Ouninpohja—will be missing
from Rally Finland this year.
Theorganisersare planning
aroute whichis 65 per cent
different fromlast year-with
40per cent of the 2018itinerary
never having been used before.
TheMoksiand Urria—scene
of Mikko Hirvonen’s monster
crashin2010-stagesareback
with therollercoaster run

through Ruuhimakibeing

switched from the shakedown

testtotherally-ending

Rally Finland ditches Ouninpohja in favour of fresh route

sohighlastyear,” Latvala told
MN. “And some of the people
were complainingabout the

powerstage. Pihlajakoskiis the
only unchanged stagefrom’17.
While Ouninpohja won’t be
seeninitsfull glory, parts of the
testhave beenincluded. Former
winner and local hero Jari-
Matti Latvalaadmitted he was
sadtoseetheback of the stage.
“I'think thisis comingbecause
the average speeds were going

man-made chicanes, the
organisers were forced tothisa
little bit. They are now going to
use the smallerroads to slow
the carsdown andreduce the
average speed, but for me

they take out the best part of
Ouninpohja—it’snot goingtobe
thesamenot goingon the wide
road past the yellow house.”

his column was supposed to be

a colourful tale about a trip up

El Cubilete, the 2,700-metre
mountain which looks down

on Guanajuato and Leon. It was
supposed to be a story about when
a Rally Mexico stage raced up the cobblestones
to the top of this mountain which sits squarely in
the geographical centre of Mexico.

There would probably even have been aline ortwo
about the visit of Pope Francis —and the road built
toeasehisaccess—in2012.

But things changed a bit when, on the way down
the mountain, the telephone started to ring asking if
I'd heard about Henry Hope-Frost's shocking and
tragic accident.

Ashasbecome clear in the last week, Henry had a lot
of friends in our world. A /ot. It's not hard to see why. He
was, without doubt, one of the most sincere and decent
people everto walk the earth.

That he walked the earth with his right hand poised
over animaginary handbrake endeared him to the world
of motorsport.

At the start of this season, | called H to make sure he
was up to speed with the plans to launch the World
Rally Championship at Autosport International.

We agreed to sit down the night before and go through
stuff. But the night before came and went and it became
aquick chat over breakfast, an hour or so before the
launch and the first driver came on stage.

He didn't need that chat. He knew everything about
everybody anyway.

His dedication, professionalism, knowledge and
broadcasting ability knew no bounds. For more than a
few years, he would remind me every now and then...
“Don'tforget, find me ajob in the WRC. | want to workin

FIA planning to change

powerstage regulations

The FIA will make changestothe
powerstage rulesin an effort tostamp
outteamstakingatactical approachto
try to win thefive bonus points on offer.

M-Sport Ford driver Sebastien Ogier
took advantage of therulesto take
penaltiesin return for a better place on
theroad atlast month’s Rally Sweden.
The Frenchman took four points from
the finalround-two testasaresult of
dropping down the running order.

The FIA requested the teamsavoid a
repeat of that move in Mexico last week,
but the teams were clear that while the
rulesexist, they will work around them.

Toyotadriver Ott Tanak and Hyundai’s
Thierry Neuville both delayed their start
tothestageinan efforttogain abetter
placeontheroad-leavinggapsinthelive
TV of Sunday’s Las Minas test. Tanak won
the stage and took the five bonus points.

MNunderstands a proposal was
communicated from WRC Promoter, but
notacted upon ahead of Rally Mexico. As
asource within the teams pointed out:
“The promoter saw this one coming, but
it’snotreally down to them tomake the
rules-likeit’snot ourjob. This one has
tobesolved by the FIA.”

FIArally director Yves Matton
confirmed to MNthat the matter would be
discussed at the next WRC Commission
meetingin May. He said: “Thereisa clear
process that needs toberespected.”

Toyota says altitude hurt its Yaris

Toyota’s Tommi Makinen
saysthere’snohurry tofix
the coolingissues which hit
the Yaris WRCin Mexico
last week, and is confident
they were altitude-specific.
Likelastyear, all three
factory Toyotas were hit by
the combination of 30-degree
ambient temperatures and by
runningataltitude of 2,500
metres. It was, however, a
turbo problem which ruled
Ott Tanak out of thefight for
the win, while Jari-Matti
Latvala stopped with an

alternator problemand
Esapekka Lappicrashed.
“Thisisthe toughestrally
inthe WRC,” Makinen said,
“and still we have something
tolearn-we’re gettingfed up
withlearning, but we will be
back here next year with the
solution for the cooling.”
Makinen said future warm
rallies, such as Sardiniaand
Turkey, could causeissues.
“We’renotinsuchahurry
tomakethechanges,” he
added. “The problem we
haveisnotcomingatsealevel.

it

YarisWRCs all suffered

“Thealternator problem
[for Latvala]and the turbo
problem Tanak had on
Saturday, wedon’t
understand these, it was
strange. It’stooearly to
say, we investigate and try
tosortthisout.”

M-Sport confident that Barritt will he

M-Sportisconfident that Dan
Barritt will befitin time for
nextmonth’s Tour de Corse
following his sixth-gear roll
with Elfyn Evans in Mexico.
Barritt was diagnosed with
mild concussion and advised
nottocontinue after the
fourth-stage crash. Heis
scheduled tobe back inaFord
Fiesta WRC on Monday when
theteam startsits pre-Corsica
testonthe Frenchisland.
M-Sport Ford team principal
Malcolm Wilson said: “It
goes without sayingthatthe
priorityistherally—that’s

where weneed Dan fit-I'm
notsoworried about the
test. Let’ssee how hefeels.”
Onthesubject of the
accident, Evans admitted
itwasoneof the
biggest of his career.
Hetold MN: “The
causeof thecrash
was probably abit of
over-confidencein
makingthenotes over .
the bumps.Ishould have
taken some of the speed off:
if we’d come down a gear we’d
probably have got away
withit, but weflew sofar

back for Corsica

andlanded on the nextjump.
“It’sareal shame, we were
settlingin well and the times
were there.Iwasalittle bit
disorientated in the crash.
Werolled so quickly, I
jumped out of the car
andrantoslowdown
thenextcar. When
the dust settled I saw
the wheels wereall
still on and pointingin
therightdirection-so
wejumpedinand went. If I'd
pushed thesstarter straight
away, wemightnoteven
havelost20seconds.”

rallying.” And imagine how good he would have been,
offering context and comprehension like no other.

Since he started to work with Goodwood, the
reminders stopped coming. That made me smile. He'd
found that perfect place. It'simpossible to imagine
the bellow of a V8 reverberating across the Sussex
Downs without a line of accompaniment from H.

The Festival and Revival will be tinged with massive
sadnessthisyear.

And not just for me, my children loved him as well.
Catching up over those weekends was never easy,
but he'd always arrive before us in a perfectly controlled
drift having turned himself in on the handbrake.

Within minutes he'd have my wife and | in pieces
before he turned his attention to the ‘bin lids’ and
demanded to know all about their moment of
the weekend.

My boy would stand and just gaze at him, hanging on
his every word. My daughter, a girl not easily impressed
by my world, conceded happily that Henry was the
nicest and funniest of them all. How right she was.

Notlong ago, | got atext from H: “Mate, listening
to Rodders [Rod Stewart]... Forever Young. Always
reminds me of Burnsie.”

Me too. Only now that song will hurt that bit more.

It was an absolute privilege to work with Henry. And an
honour to call him my friend. But as hard and horrible
asiitis to think of our world without him, that’s nothing
compared with what his family is suffering right now.

The last week has reflected admiration and affection
from around the world. Henry was alegend. But to
Charlotte and the HF Junior Team, he was one heck
ofahusband and daddy.

And that's where this tragedy cuts deepest.

/) AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk



14 MARCH 14 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

| N

f‘!T ‘_‘i .‘

L

z
s
| F R
T
B
1
f

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

START CHANGE

adalajaraahadaned afterlacal unrst

Start was held
in Guanajuato

ByDavid Evans

were forced to wipe the capital city from

An angry reaction from the people
of Guadalajara forced Rally Mexico
organisers to rethink the use of the
Zocalo Square Mexico City start
atlastweek’s Leon-based World
Rally Championship counter.

Such wasthedisquiet from fansand
thelocal population in Guanajuato, rally
director Patrick Suberville and histeam

theitinerary when planningthis year’s
rally. Instead, the ceremonial startand
first stage moved back to Guanajuato.

Suberville admits, however, heiskeen
onareturntoMexico City, or possibly
Guadalajara, in an effort totakethe
startfurther afield and spread the
event’s footprint further.

Askedabout the absence of the Zocalo
Square stage from this year’stimetable,

Suberville told MN: “There was alot of
pressure from the people of Guanajuato.
They feel thisis their event and they
think everythingis centralised and
happensin Mexico City. There wasa
feeling that they were giving away their
thing when the start went to Mexico
City last year and they didn’t want to.”

The Rally Mexico office was
bombarded with complaints from
often angry locals.

Suberville added: “There were
petitions, letters to the mayor,
everything! The heat we took at the
press conference from local media,
it was pretty scary. We had guys
shouting: ‘Why did you take it away?’

“Onsocial media we were really
heavily criticised too, but actually it
wasreally nice to see how much the
event means to people. We explained
thatit wasjustapromotional thing

[going to Mexico City] and it was not
going to be a permanent fixture and
they held ustothis. Atthe same time,
there are all sorts of elections going
on, so Zocalo would have been more
complicated.
“ButIwanttodoitagain.Iwould
like to spread the startaround, we
couldlook at Guadalajara, which is
acity of twomillion people that’s
only about two hours’ drive away.”

Ingram ready for his European challenge

ChrisIngram will begin real opportunity this year and
the European Rally Thave to make the most of it.
Championship season The Fabiais a car which has
in a Skoda Fabia R5 after shown itself to be capable of
confirminga deal with winning at thislevel and we’ll
the Toksport team. have the latest specification
Ingram drove the car for the customer car.”
first time ata two-day testin With Kajto Kajetanowicz
Wales as he prepares himself not defending his third
for next week’s Azores Rally, ERCtitle, Ingram identified
hismaiden outingin a four- Russian driver Alexey
wheel-drive car after landing Lukyanuk as one of his
a€100,000 [£89, 000] prize from biggest title threats.
winninglast year’s ERC Junior “Alotof the guysout

there have four-wheel-drive
experience,” hesaid. “Idon’t

Under 27 Championshipina
works Opel. In addition to his

ERC programme for this have that, but whatIdo haveis
season, the Manchester - experience of therallies.”
driveris hopingto add . Ingramis hopingto

the Rally Turkey and contest an asphalt
Rally GB rounds of y rallyin Spain
the World Rally \" 'ahead of his second
Championship. \ | ERCoutinginthe
“Thisis, 100 per ! Canaries to bring
cent, the biggest year some experience
for me,” Ingram told & oftheFabiaR5in
MN. “T'mreally happy W .-. asphalt trim.

to be working with

Toksport, they’'re so Ingram has
professional in the Skodadeal
way they go about

everything. [ havea

The Ford FiestaWRC will be futher developed

M-Sport set for performance review with Ford

Technology from both NASCARand GT
racing will be used on M-Sport Ford’s
Fiesta WRC for the first time next week
when the Cumbrian-built car visits Ford

. Performancein North Carolina.

Sebastien Ogier’s car was flown from
Leon to Charlotte before it continuesits
journey homeacrossthe Atlantic
followinglast week’s Rally Mexico.

“Interms of development for the car,
we’ve gotalot planned,” said M-Sport
team principal Malcolm Wilson.
“There’snothing specificcomingin the
nextfewrallies, butit’san ongoing,
rolling process. We were down at Ford’s
climaticchamber in Dunton [Essex] after
Sweden and then the car’sgoingonall
sortsof rigs for the first timein Charlotte
straight after Mexico.”

Thisis precisely the sort of enhanced
co-operation Ford Performance director
Mark Rushbrook talked about with
Ford’sincreased WRC effort. Rushbrook
told MNwhat the Fiesta WRC would be in
for whenitlanded in Charlotte.

Hesaid: “We have some advanced CFD
[Computational Fluid Dynamics] tools
which we have usedin GT and NASCAR
and we have our computer resources to
run CFD simulation to help with the aero
on the car. We also have engine tools for
combustion and better airflow analysis.
Ford Performance has been built for the
lastthree years, not justasamarketing
endeavour, butasatruebasefor
innovation and with the Fiesta beinga
worldwide car, thisistherighttimeto
increase supportand build momentum.”

Mads Ostherg is latest WRC man to sign up for Otago Classic Rally in New Zealand

Mads Ostbergis the latest World
Rally Championship driverto
sign up for New Zealand’s Otago
ClassicRally —the Norwegian
will drive a Ford Escort RS1800.
Ostbergfollows World Rally
champions Bjorn Waldegaard,
Hannu MikKola, Ari Vatanen,
JuhaKankkunen, Miki Biasion

and Didier Auriol-as well
astop Brits Jimmy McRae,
Russell Brookes and Gwyndaf
Evans-having competed on
theevent previously.

Ostberg, whoreturned to
top-flight rallying with Citroen
Racingat Rally Sweden last
month, makes his competitive

debutin arear-wheel-drive car
onthesouthisland event.
Ostberg, who will be co-driven

by Stephane Prevotin the Escort,

said: “Likealot of driversin
Europe, I’'veheard great things
aboutthe OtagoRallyandI'm
really looking forward to driving
there. New Zealand’sroads are

world-famous, and I've heard the
Otago Rally has some of the best.
It will be difficult to go there for
thefirsttimeand win, butI'm
lookingforward to the challenge
of drivingthe classic Escortand
partnering with Stephane.”

The Otago Classic Rally runs
on April 14/15.

D GODFREY SWITCHES TO MITSUBISHI FOR BRITISH RALLYCROSS > > DPAGE 29]
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Tour of Epynt Rally, p18

Photos: Writtle Photographic, Songasport, Paul Evans, ADAC

-~

Jones wants more outings

Jones hack 31
years after title

After winningthe
championship 31 yearsago,
Mike Jonesreturned tothe
MSA Asphalt Championship
last weekend on the Tour of
Epyntand is hopeful of more
outingsthis year.
\ wrnres M " The 67-year-old hadn’t
 ralliedfor 18 months, but
steppedin tonavigate for
Epyntnewcomer Chris
Ransley onlast weekend’s
Tour of Epynt.

Intricky, wetand slippery
conditions, Ransley finished
hisfirst pacenote eventin
17th overallin his BMW Ma3.

Jones, from the village of

Epynt winner is Tumble in west Wales, has
eyeing away rounds contested over 1000 rallies

Racmgssl

~ with over 100 different
drivers since makinghis

3 | debut on the Swansea-based
-/ 1973 Doodle Doodle Rally.

) [ Heisbestknown for

' i | ~ navigating SteveKingto

the 1987 Asphalt Rally title
~ inanOpelManta GTE.
Melvyn Evansis targeting more rounds two yearsin the hands of Manus Kelly, Outside of the MSA Asphalt contest, competitorsregistered for the X “Havingnotrallied for 18
of the MSA Asphalt Rally Championship, = andhaswon otherbigeventsinthe Evanswill also use the same Impreza championship. The championship months, Epynt was the first
including the Belgian and Irish rounds, Emerald Isle, notably the Circuit of on the Rally Tendring and Clacton. was streamed online for the first time, timeI’d had toweara HANS
after winninglast weekend’s Tour Ireland in 2010 with Derek McGarrity. “Iwanttogooutanddo Wervik and andreportedly received 114,000 views device, soeven atmy age
of Epynt (rally reportsp18). “Tamgoingtodoafew,” said Evans. if things go OK we’ll go to Northern forits coverage-created by Special therearenew thingstobe
Evans won the event six years previous “Istruggle todoafull championship. Ireland. ThenexteventIwanttodois Stage TV -throughout the day. found,” said Jones.
inthe same car,and wantstoback the Iwant tosupport the championshipas theclosed-roadrally in Essex. @ Jason Pritchardissettousehis “I'mnotsure what events
championship by competinginitas muchasIcan.I’dlovetodothe Manxbut “IenjoythecarandI’'vehadthecarso regular Ford Focus WRC05 on the T'll bedoingnext, butI'm
oftenas possible. the Plainsis on the same weekend. We long, Iknow exactly what set-up we need Manx National for the next round of keenerthanevertodoas
The Welshman strugglestodoeventsas  havecarsonhireonbothrallies.It’sa touseand what to do, that makeslife the MSA Asphalt Championship. many rallies as possible this
hehireshismachineryoutonmostofthe  busy weekend butI'llstruggletodothat.”  easier. Wecangotoanyeventand Pritchard used a Ford Fiesta S2000 to year and I'm only a phone
major eventsinthe UK and Ireland, butis Evanssupportsthemovetotry Ipretty much know what will work. finish third on last weekend’s Tour callaway...”
hopingto find time after rekindling his different events by the series, which It’sstilla good and competitive car.” of Epynt. He won the Manx eventin Inadditiontobeinga
enjoyment of his SubaruImpreza S12B. isheadingto the Rally Van Wervik The MSA Asphalt Championship 2014,’15and ’16in the Focus. Last experienced co-driver,
The car, with the number plate ST56 (Belgium), Down Rally (Northern isreturningafter ahiatusin 2017, year he suffered electrical trouble Jonesisalsoafully qualified
SRT, has won the Donegal Rally the past Ireland) and the Manx National Rally. but despite the break over 100 whileleading. MSA steward.

Donington cancellation
Field can be a frontrunner in German series opens door for Stone
Following the cancellation of the
Brit Fred Field is confident of weundersteered off,” explained Donington Rally 10 days ago, John
fightingfor wins in his second Field. “Thethree other carsthat Stone still has a chance to fight for
season of the ADAC Rallye Cup took slicks all went off in the Motorsport News Circuit Rally
after coming close to winning same place but managed tomiss Championship Class D2 honours.
stages overall on the opening thetree. We weren’t solucky. Stone was going to miss the Midlands
round earlier thismonth. “Thepace was goodandit’s event, scheduled for March 4, because
Onthe Rally Saarland-Pfalz, donemy confidence a world of his Millington-powered Ford Fiesta
Field went second quickest good. It’sabit of validation thatI suffered engine failure on February’s
ontwo stages, allied toheavy canand will go that quick again. Snetterton Stages.
snow andice, beating R5cars “There wasice on therecce, However, the Donington event was
andR2carsintheorderinhis and then it snowed between the axed due to snow and Stone is aiming to Mull last
Opel Adam Cup Car. recce and therally. Thefirsttwo return on the Lee Holland Memorial .
Afteravisitintoaditch, Field stages were my firstonice.” Stages at Anglesey this weekend. ran in 2016
later hitatree which ended his Thenextround of the ADAC “Ihad acall [Monday] to say that the - - .
charge. Fieldis still confident Rallye Cupisthe Sachsen Rally engine should beready,” said Stone. M““ Illalllllng for 201 8 event desplte uncertain future
of more top times this season. startingon May 25, which “Fingers crossed. It had a successful
“There was a patch of iceand Field’s car will be ready for. dyno session and we should be able The Mull Rally organiser Motor Sports Association.  thecouncilandare
togoand pick it up. They’ve turned it isproceedingtoplanits Theeventisthen proceeding with the
around quickly. Iwon’tgettotryit 2018 event, despite not covered by the MSA’s organisation, sothatif the
until Saturday soit’s a bit last minute, knowing whether it will eventinsurance. insurance problems can
but the best things sometimes are.” be ableto go ahead due A statement from the beresolved we have the
Atthehead of thefield, Wil Owen toinsuranceissues. organiserread: “The road closuresin place.
will defend his victory from last year, The event needs alaw guardians of the Mull “Weunderstand this
while Chris West, Ian Woodhouse and tobe passedin Scotland Rally and Mull Car Club, isfrustratingbut weare
Mark Kelly will continue their battle similar to the one passed are still working hard doingall we can tomake
for the championship. in England (April, 2017) tomake the 2018 Mull aclosedroad event on
After the cancellation of Donington and Wales (February, Rally happen, butasyet Mull 2018 happen.
Park, crews head to Anglesey this 2018) which devolves we can’t say for sure “Wewillissueafurther
weekend. After that, the series will the power to grant when we will know if statementassoonaswe
- head to Cadwell Park on April 8 closed-road permits to this will be possible. hear any further updates.”
Field showed - and then back to Anglesey for the the governing body of “Inthe meantime we have Theprovisional date for
. SMC Stages, the championship’s motorsportinthe UK, the planned aroute to be putto theeventis October 12-14.
pace in opener former reserve event, on April 15.
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IRISH TARMAG RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP PREVIEW

MOFFETT TARGETS BIG
RALLY WINS IN 2018

Reigning Irish Tarmac champ is favouring events, not championships this year

SEEDED ENTRY LIST
West Cork Rally, Macroom, March17/18

Donagh Kelly/Conor Foley Ford Focus WRC
Sam Moffett/Karl Atkinson Ford Fiesta RS
Declan Boyle/James O'Reilly Ford Fiesta WRC
Josh Moffett/Andy Hayes Ford Fiesta RS
Robert Barrable/Damien Connolly | Ford Fiesta RS
Jonathan Greer/Kirsty Riddick Ford Fiesta RS
Desi Henry/Liam Moynihan Ford Fiesta R5
Eugene Donnelly/Mark Kane Hyundail20 R5
Daniel Cronin/Shane Buckley Ford Fiesta R5
Stephen Wright/Arthur Kierans Ford Fiesta RS
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ByJack Benyon

Sam Moffett willdo less ralliesin
2018, and is aiming for event wins
inlreland and Belgium rather than
any championship assault as the
Irish Tarmac Championship begins
in West Cork this weekend.

Moffett achieved the unprecedented
feat of winningthe Irish Tarmac, Irish
National and Irish Forest Rally
Championshipslast year aboard a Ford
Fiesta R5and Fiesta RS WRC, but the
Monaghandriverisscaling back this
year and focusing on the big prizes.

Hewillreturn to the British Rally
Championship for the first time since
2016 ashehaswon a prize event with
M-Sportinhis Fiesta, given to him for
winningtheITRClastyear. Hehas
chosen toreturntothe Ypres Rally for
theprize. His brother, Josh, willlook to

emulate winning the three titles
Samtook last year.

Sam, the elder brother, confirmed that
“the end of the year wasn’t enjoyable”,
asafocustofinishralliesto bagpoints
didn’t suit hisapproach.

“Icantell you exactly when the
enjoyment went out of myrallyinglast
year, it was when Alastair Fisher’s
engine blew in Ulster,” said Sam.
“Everyrally from then on for therest
of the season was, just gettingback,
gettingfinished and taking points.

“Cork [‘20’] was one of the best,
racingJosh, but that only happened
aseverything was confirmed at the
start [the ITRC was decided in Moffett’s
favour already by that point].

“I'wantto gooutandenjoyitmore and
bemorerelaxed.’'mnot goingto worry
asmuch about the championship, I want
tofocusonjust winningrallies.”

TheIrish Tarmacisset tobeginits
40th anniversary celebrations by
startingin West Cork, but thereisone
majorname missing from the entry
list, frontrunner Alastair Fisher. He
willmiss the start of the season due to
other commitments.

“Atthe momentit’snotafull season
attack,” said Fisher. “We’ll see around
thetime of each round. You have your
favourites therelike Killarney, Donegal,
Ulster, we’ll see closer to the time.”

Intermsof competition for the
championship, Josh Moffettisaiming
tochallenge his brother while Jonny
Greerreturns, although it won’tbein
hisusual DS3R5 (see below). Two drivers
switchingto Fiesta R5s, Robert Barrable
(from a Hyundai) and ex-Skodaman
Desi Henry arelikely tobe onthepaceas
both aresetforafull seasonintheseries.

Previous champion Eugene Donnelly

isontheentrylistinan R5Hyundai,
while Daniel Cronin, brother of 2016
champion Keith, has been impressive
inselectoutingsin his Fiestalast year.
Inthemodified class, Kevin Eves’
distinctive baby blue Toyota Corolla
returnstohead theentrylist whilea
number of Millington-engined Ford
Escort Mk2s will give chase as usual.
Two Prestone Motorsport News
Junior British Rally champions
punctuate the West Cork entry for one-
off outings, with RobDuggan a genuine
challenger for modified honoursin
anEscorthehasastrongrecordin.
The 2017JBRC champion Callum
Devine willuse a Ford Fiesta R2T on the
event to prepare for Corsicain his
Junior World Rally Championship bid.
He’ll be chased for R2 class honours by
hisrival William Creighton, who
finished secondinlast year’s JBRC.

Moffett won three titles in
Ireland last year in a Fiesta

In Group N, multiple champion David
Guest will be theman tobeat aboard his
Mitsubishi Lancer E9.

With theITRCfavouring R5carstobe
thetop classtoscore pointsinthe
series,a WRC carisfavourite towin the
eventoutright.

Donagh Kelly isaimingfor afourth
win on the event, but will be chased by
Declan Boyle, who beat Kelly onlast
weekend’s Mayo Stages.

West Cork is the opener after the
February Galway Rally was cancelled
duetofinancial implications of growing
insurance worriesinIreland.

Long-time competitor Frank
O’Mahony hasbeen appointed as
chairman of the ITRC’s organiser, the
Tarmac Rallies Organising Association,
David Gray choosingto step down after
sevenyearsatthe helm. Over 120 entries
havebeenreceived for West Cork.

Greer will drive Fiesta in Irish Tarmac

Kiernan will drive . . . .

car similar to this Irish Ta}rmac_ Rally Championship this year
Championship soweneed to getoutand
frontrunner Jonny get some points.”
Greerissettostart this Greer confirmed that
weekend’s West Cork although not having
Rallyin a Ford Fiesta, any testingin anew car
as he awaits parts for his isn’tideal before the
CitroenDS 3R5. championship opener,

The parts needed for there are positives
the DS 3’s engine are not for his David Greer
availablein time for Greer = Motorsportteam.
torunitonthe Macroom “It’s good for us to see
event,and hasensuredcar  where the strengths and
- — - preparation firm Melvyn weaknesses are in the

Kiernan samples Millington-powered Proton in West Cork Evans Motorsporthasan  other carstoo. It’s not ideal
R5 available. going to West Cork having

Irish Tarmac Modified theevent,Kiernanhashiredthe  buy.I’'mhopingto test this week, “We wanted to be in the never driven the car, but

Championship frontrunner car—an S2000 Proton with a 2.5- the carisconverted toright- Citroenif possible,” said we’ll see,” he said.

Gary Kiernan will swap his litre Millington engine-witha hand drive for the event too. Greer. “The provisional Greer, partnered by

Ford Escort Mk2for a similarly- view to purchasingin the future. “West Cork is one of my plan was touse the Citroen  Scot Kirsty Riddick, won

engined Proton Satria S2500 “If Tlike thisImight buy one favourite events, the stages are but we’re waiting on parts the ITRC section of the
for the West Cork Rally. of them and see,” said County good, very fast. Ididn’t want to coming from France for Ulster Rally last year,
Kiernan’s Escortis gettinga Cavandriver Kiernan. “Iwanted  missit, soItook the chanceto the engine. finishing third overall
rebuild, and rather than miss totryitout with ahire beforel hirethis.” “We’relooking at behind Keith Cronin f
doing the Irish Tarmac and Fredrik Ahlin. Greerisawaiting parts for his DS 3
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Davies/Neil: Road win

After early class leaders Lloyd
Morgan (Nissan Micra) and
Will Mains (Vauxhall Nova)
had retired their cars with
coiland alternator problems
respectively, Bill Paynter/
Andy Hollingham were
comprehensive winners of
Class 1 in their Peugeot 106.

The long journey from
Scotland for John Macniven/
Alexander Kermode proved
worthwhile as they won Class 7
in their Subaru Impreza.

On theirfirst ever stage rally,
Tony Davies/Alistair Neil had
aproblem-free run to take
the Road Rally class in their
Vauxhall Corsa, while things
were more eventful for Malcolm
‘Tar' Jones/Rhys Jones. On
stage four they survived brake
failure on their Peugeot 207,
costing them the class lead,
which they vowed to get back. A
steadier run over the remainder
of the event helped them end
the day in a class-winning 14th
overall. On the driver's first event
over Epyntand using their left-
hand-drive Peugeot 208 R2 for
the first time, Ed Fossey/Chris
Sharpe-Simkiss had a peaceful
run to finish second behind
Jonesinthe 1600cc class.
Roger Priestnall/Jamie Forrest
had a good run to finish their
Proton Satria on the driver's
first Tarmac rally for 10 years.

Another Epynt newcomer,
Rhys McLoughlin, enlisted the
services of Michael Gilbey in the
left-hand seat of his Peugeot
205 Maxi, and the plan was to
justfinish the event. Despite
breaking a shock absorber the
pair exceeded expectations by
taking the normally-aspirated
1600-2000cc Class 4 win.
Earlier leader Steve Hopewell
had to retire his forestry-
specification Ford Escort
onthe final stage.

Following suspension
problems on the first loop, a
change of settings worked
wonders for Richard Merriman/
Kath Curzon, who moved into
the Class 3 (1600-2000cc)
leadin their Darrian T90 as a
result. With a comfortable lead,
they backed off on the final, wet
stage, only to arrive at the finish
with the slenderest of class
leads. Phil Turner/lan Meakin
had installed new Reiger
suspension on their Ford Escort
and struggled with the car's
handling early on. With some
adjustments, the handling
was transformed and the pair
ended the event justone
second behind Merriman.

Behind class winner Huw
Reed, Terry Brown/Den Golding
were slowed with day-long
brake problems, which occurred
halfway through each stage, but
they stilltook second in Class 5
in their Ford Escort. Third went
to Tony Rees/Geraint Thomas,
whose Darrian T90 GTR
suffered ajammed throttle
and traction control issues.

INSO

“MSAAsphalt Championship returns

fter ayear’s
sabbatical, the
MSA Asphalt
Championship
returnedin style
as Melvyn Evans
beat aquality
entry totake victory on the event
that he sponsors, Port Talbot
Motor Club’s Tour of Epynt.

Partnered by Mark Glennerster, the
2009 champion was reunited with his
SubaruImpreza S12B WRC-which
heused towinthe 2012 event-forthe
firsttime in two years. After initially
sharingthelead with six-time
champion, Damian Cole, he opened
upaleadonthethird of seven stages
and wasn’t to be usurped.

Second-placed Cole and co-driver
Jamie Edwards were well clear of the
restin their Ford Fiesta RS WRC. Jason
Pritchard/Phil Clarke rounded off
the podium in their Fiesta S2000.

Seven stages were planned, the first
twoloops consisting of two stages,
which were then combined for stage
three, beforereverse runsfor the
sixth and seventh tests.

“We got through, butit wasn’t
brilliant,” reflected Melvyn Evans over
hisrunthrough thefirstloop,ashehad
hisfirstrun over Epyntinan Impreza
WRCfor six years. His times weren’t too
shoddy though, ashe, Cole and Bob
Fowden (Impreza S12B) shared fastest
time on the openingtest, before Evans
and Coletied for fastest on the second.

Colehad found the going “very
slippery,” and things weren’t helped
when the handbrake pulled out when
aboltbroke, althoughrepairsanda
changetoslicks were quickly completed
atthefollowingservice halt.

Justfour seconds down after SS2 were
car number one, Fowden and Aled
Davies, findingthe Epynt chicanesa
bit too tight for theirliking.

Over the secondloop, Evans felt more
confident with his Subaru, ashe took
11seconds out of nearest challenger
Cole, whofeltachangefromintersto
slicks would be beneficial for his Fiesta.
Fowden, whofelt the stages had less grip
than thefirstloop, was happy with his
run, ashelayin third behind Cole.

Onthelonger SS5, Evansfound his
tyrestobe going off near the end of
thetest, although things were still
manageable ashereacclimatised to the
Impreza. A time 15seconds quicker than
Colesuggested he was getting things
right, while the Fiesta WRC driver
thoughthisrun hadn’t beentoobad, and
wasplanningachangetoharder tyres
forthenextstage. Unfortunately, the
greasy conditions caught out Fowden,
whose undamaged Impreza was stuck
attheend of the New Road.

With Fowden out, Pritchard/Clarke
werenow up to thirdin their Fiesta
S2000. After struggling with the
handlingearly on, some suspension
changeshelped, asthey survived a
bigslide at the telephone exchange
onstage four on their debutinthe
ex-Nasser Al-Attiyah car.

Justbehind were Stephen Simpson/
Patrick Walsh, who wished their Fiesta
R5had the power of the Impreza WRC
in which they won the event previously.
Asaresult, they weredrivinghard,
clipping abale on stage four, which cost
some time in their pursuit of Pritchard.

The change of direction didn’t change
things as Evans, who found the early
partof the stage slippery, still beat Cole
by nine seconds on SS6, before sealing
animpressive win with another fastest
time on thefinal stage, despite the
heavens opening before the last test.
“I'mhappy, it’sbeen a good run with
noproblems,” was Evans’ verdict of
hisouting.

For Cole, it would have to be second
onthisoccasion, with Pritchard

e e
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Evans’ Subaru

return was fruitful

-

m _‘ = Cole could not

match Evans’ pace

POS| DRIVER/CO-DRIVER
1 | Melvyn Evans/Mark Glennerster

Tour of Epynt, MSA Asphalt Championship, round 1/7, March 14
| TIME

| cAR
Subaru Impreza S12B WRC

1h04m58s

Damian Cole/Jamie Edwards

Ford FiestaRS WRC

+39s

Jason Pritchard/Phil Clarke

Ford Fiesta S2000

+1m46s

Stephen Simpson/Patrick Walsh

Ford Fiesta RS

+3m23s

Adrian Spencer/Matt Daniels

Subarulmpreza S11WRC

+3m36s

Paul Kirtley/David Jones

Subaru lImpreza WRC

+4m36s

Wayne Sisson/Max Freeman

Mitsubishi Lancer E10

+5m08s

Gareth James/Steff Evans

Ford Escort Mk2

+5m09s

Huw Reed/Anthony Hackett

Darrian T90 GTR

+5m25s

10 | Richard Merriman/Kath Curzon

Darrian T90

+5mb56s

5 Spencer 25; 6 Sisson 24.

Class winners: Bill Paynter/Andy Hollingham (Peugeot 106 Rallye); Malcolm ‘Tar’ Jones/Rhys Jones (Peugeot 207); Merriman/

Curzon; Rhys McLoughlin/ Michael Gilbey (Peugeot 205 Maxi); Reed/ Hackett; Sisson/ Freeman; John Macniven/Alexander Kermode
(Impreza); Tony Davies/Alistair Neil (Vauxhall Corsa); Cole/ Edwards; James/$ Evans.
Points: 1 Evans 30; 2 Cole 28; 3 Pritchard 27; 4 Simpson 26;

finishingthird as he got used to his car.
A gambleonslicksforthefinal stage
didn’t pay off for Simpson, who still
finished a solid fourth. Once gearbox
issues wereresolved, Adrian Spencer/
Matt Daniels (Subaru Impreza) moved
up theleaderboard tofinish fifth, asRob
Tout’s Mitsubishi was seen parked upin
the German Village, part of theranges’
trainingfacilities for the military.
Noteven alast-stage puncture could
deprive Paul Kirtley/David Jones of
sixth placein their Impreza WRC, while
Paul Turner’s Lancer succumbed to
clutch failureand Mark Jonesretired

hisBMW with abroken throttle cable.
Afterstalling his Mitsubishi Lancer E9
onthefirst stage, things got better for
forestry regular Wayne Sisson who,
together with Max Freeman finished
inaclass-winning seventh overall.
Justone second behind at thefinish
were Gareth James/Steff Evanson the
driver’sfirst event for five years. Despite
abroken manifold, the pair took their
Historic class-winning Ford Escort
toan eighth placefinish,as Huw Reed/
Anthony Hackett held on to their class
lead despite alast stage puncture on

their Darrian T90 GTR.
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Boyle won to a
stunning backdrop

BOYLE

Mayo Stages Rally

his co-driver Keith Moriarty,inacar

ByMartinWalsh

Organiser: Mayo and District Motorsport Club When: March 11
Where: AchillIsland, County Mayo Championships: Irish National
Rally Championship, Sligo Pallets Border Rally Championship
Starters: 88 Stages:9

thatactually won last year’s series
with Josh’sbrother Sam atthe wheel.

Desi Henry and his Cork co-driver
Liam Moynihan debuted a Ford
Fiesta R5andfinished third -

The stunning scenery of Achill
Island off the west coast of Ireland
provided a spectacular backdrop
forthe Mayo Stages Rally, the
opening counterin thelrish
National Rally Championship

and the Sligo Pallets Border

Rally Championship.

Declan Boyle (Ford FiestaRS WRC)
and his co-driver James O’Reilly
survived ascare en-routetothe
opening stage when an electrical
glitch threatened to disrupt their plans.
However, they went on to win by 37
seconds. Second place went toanother
Fiesta RS WRC, that of Josh Moffettand

1mo01.1s furtherbehind.

With the electrical malady sorted,
Boylefinished the short, snappy
openingstage 2.3 seconds ahead of
the Ford Focus WRC of Donagh Kelly,
with Moffett 1.9 seconds further behind
and 0.7 secondsinfront of Henry.

Roy White (FiestaRS WRC)beached
his caronaleft-hander within sight of
the stagefinish and the 2016 National
champion was towed out before he
rejoined under Rally2, albeit asa test.

Boylearrived at the Keel service park
that backed on to the Atlantic Ocean
witha16.2-second lead. Moffett was
second it was thefirsttimesince April
2016 thathe had satin the World Rally

Car, usually steeringan R5-variant of
the Fiesta. Henry slotted into third,
aftertwo yearsina SkodaR5, he
admitted that the Blue Ovalhad
different characteristics, “but they
areallvery good cars,” he quipped. He
alsoadded that he had to slow to avoid
making contact with asheep dog.

A spin onthe second stage cost
Kelly aplace ontheleaderboard
butapuncture on SS3ruined his
day, relegatinghim to47th.

Elsewhere, Joe McGonigle (Mini
John Cooper Works WRC) was fourth—
38.4seconds off the top spotashefound
itdifficulttofind the correct set-up for
hissecond outingin the car. Untroubled,
Niall Maguire (Subaru WRC)and Aidan
Wray (Mitsubishi), wholed Group N,
completed the top six.

By SS6, Boyle was 21 seconds clear of
Moffett, who was marginally quicker
through that stage. Henry in third

continued to tweak the settings of
hisnew car as Kelly made some
progressand was 18th with three
stagesremaining.

Boyle wentontorecordafine victory
and annexed the only available point
from the Power Stage. Moffett took
valuable pointsashetoochasesa
National title bid. Third-placed Henry
was happy with his outingthat was
alsoashakedown for next weekend’s
West Cork Rally. McGonigle, Maguire
and Wray rounded out an unchanged
topsix, thelatter winning Group N
from Mark Boyle (Mitsubishi Lancer
E9)and Paul Barrett (Lancer E10)

Inthe two-wheel-drive category,
Stuart Darcy reeled in long-time leader
Chris Armstrong (Ford Escort) on the
final stage, even though his Darrian
T901lostits exhaust on the penultimate
stage, and some gear oil on thefinal
stage. Thenew Fiesta R5 of Brendan

Cumiskey was sandwiched between
them asKelly’srecovery ended with
10th overall. Armagh’s Jason Black
(Toyota Starlet) was an emphatic
winner of the Junior class, he also

won the National Championship

‘Drive of the Day’ award.

Results

1 Declan Boyle/James O'Reilly (Ford Fiesta WRC) 50m41.4s; 2 Josh
Moffett/ Keith Moriarty (Ford Fiesta WRC) +37.0s; 3 Desi Henry/
Liam Moynihan (Ford Fiesta R5); 4 Joe McGonigle/ Ciaran Geaney
(Mini John Cooper Works WRC); 5 Niall Maguire/ Enda Sherry
(Subaru WRC); 6 Aidan Wray/ Kieran McGrath (Mitsubishi EvoX); 7
Stuart Darcy/Keith McCarthy (Darrian T90); 8 Brendan Cumiskey/
Stephen McAuley (Ford Fiesta R5); 9 Chris Armstrong/ Chris Melly
(Ford Escort); 10 Donagh Kelly/ Conor Foley (Ford Focus WRC).
Class winners: Stephen Gallagher/ Mark Taheny (Honda Civic);
Ronan Denning/ Karl Egan (Citroen C2R2); John Duffy/John Egan
(Honda Integra); Wray/ McGrath; Cumiskey/ McAuley; Maguire/
Sherry; Mark 0'Finnegan/ Brian McLoughlin (Suzuki Swift); Eamonn
McLaughlin/Steven Boyle (Ford Escort); Lee McLoughlin/ Emmett
Kelly (Honda Civic); Paul Carron/Sean Brunton (Toyota Corolla);
Brian Armstrong/Aodhan Gallagher (Ford Escort); Mickey Conlon/
Ciaran McPhillips (Ford Escort); Darcy/ McCarthy; Pat Kelly/
Jonathan Kelly (Subaru Impreza); McGonigle/ Geaney; Jason Black/
Jack McKenna (Toyota Starlet).

McGarrity continues incredible Bishopscourt record in Northern Ireland opener

BishopscourtStages Rally
ByJason Craig

Organiser: Ballynahinch and DistrictMC When: March 10
Where: Bishopscourt Circuit, County Down Championships:
Northern Ireland Rally Championship, Junior 1000 Rally Challenge
Starters: 71 Stages:6

Derek McGarrity extended his
remarkable winning streak ata
rain-lashed Bishopscourt Race
Circuiton Saturday to take an early
lead in the Northern Ireland Rally
Championshipdrivers’standings.
Despite being slowed on some of
the stages because of amisting-up
front window in his Subaru Impreza
S14 WRC, he punched in quickest
times on every test to take the victory
by aminute and seven seconds.
Theresult meansthat McGarrity has

won at the County Down venue
every year since 2012.
“Itisgreattowintheeventagain,”
said McGarrity, who had Paddy
Robinsonnavigating. “Those were
really difficult conditions, but we
didn’t make any major mistakes
and we kept out of trouble.”
Afterindifferent startsinrecent
seasons, Alan Carmichael was
delighted to get his title bid up-and-
running by coming home second
overall. A fresh set of sparkplugs
helped cure an early misfire with
hisMini John Cooper Works WRC
and allowed him to climbinto the
podium places from seventh position.
Connor McCloskey, aprevious
NorthernIreland champion, madeita
World Rally Car top threein his Fiesta.

Thesoaking conditions meant

the Kilrea driver—whoremains
undecided about his plans for 2018—
slid off the track on a few occasions.
However, he still only finished 1.8
secondsinarrearsof Carmichael.

Themechanicsin Mark Massey’s
team worked miraclestoreplace the
recalcitrant gearboxin his car with
twotestsremaining. Massey duly
repaid their efforts by leapfrogging
the Ford Escort Mk2 of Bishopscourt
newcomer, Barry Morris, intofourth.
Under the circumstances, Morris
was still happy.

Subaru Impreza driver James
Laverty conquered Group N, while
Kyle White came topin the R2class.

In the Junior Rally Marcus McElwee
produced afantasticrecovery drive to

win from Peter Beaton. McElwee
surrendered almost five minutes on
stage one when his Citroen became
beached onatyre. Beatonin turn
lostover five minutes on SS4.

Results

1 Derek McGarrity/ Paddy Robinson (Subaru Impreza $14
WRC) 37mé4.4s; 2 Alan Carmichael/ lvor Lamont (Mini John
Cooper Works WRC) +1m07.2s; 3 Connor McCloskey/John
Rowan (Ford Fiesta RS WRC); 4 Mark Massey/ Niall Burns
(Impreza WRC); 5 Barry Morris/ Declan Campbell (Ford
Escort Mk2); 6 Peter Bennett/Simon Jones (Mitsubishi
Lancer E9); 7 James Laverty/Paul Hughes (Impreza N12B);
8 Rory Young/Allan Cathers (Fiesta R5); 9 Denis Biggerstaff/
Stephen Jess (Impreza WRC); 10 Kyle White/Sean Topping
(Peugeot 208 R2).

Class winners: Gareth Deazley/Stephen McCombe (Honda
Civic); Laverty/Hughes; Gerard Hughes/Paul Hughes
(Peugeot 205 GTI); White/Topping; lan Green/Amanda Green
(Peugeot 205 GTI); Morris/ Campbell; Fintan McGrady/
Jordayna Magill (Escort Mk2); McCloskey/Rowan;
McGarrity/Robinson; Andrew Bushe/ Chris McSherry
(Vauxhall Chevette HSR).

Photo: William Neill
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win? Forget it.
Not goingto
happen. That
was the verdict
before the start
of last week’s
Rally Mexico.
And the verdict came in French.
From Sebastien. But which one:
Ogier or Loeb? Take your pick.
They were of the same mind.

Those hopingforareturnto civil
war were wide of the mark. Partly
because the Sebs had moved on from
thebitterness and acrimony which
reigned through 2011. And partly
because of theirindividual situations.

Ogiertold Motorsport News: “This
rivalryisabit behind usnow, butit’s
beenreactivated by thefans and maybe
some of themedia. Thetruthis, we’re
notreally in the samerace this week.
Wedon’thave anythingto prove toeach
otherandthetargets we have areabit
different: we’re here tomake the best
result for the championshipand he’s
heretoenjoy himself.

“Thedifficulty for Seb [Loeb] will
betoovercomefive yearsoutof the
rally and get therhythm, for me the
challengeis beingnearthe front[in
the startorder].Iwould be very happy
toseethescenariotofight with him
forthetop [places], but thisisnothing
linked to what happened in the past -
itwould mean that wehad both had
agoodrally.”

They both had avery good rally.

Ogier took his fourth winin six years
in Leon while Loeb wound back the
yearsto win stages,lead therally and
remind the world how and why he
dominated the sportfornine years.

The return of the king
Five days before Christmaslast year,

Sebastien Loeb gave fans around the

world the present they’d been hoping
for: the news that he would be back.

A limited programme, threerallies,
startingin Mexico. The countdown,
nottomention the pontificating, began.
Histwo-day testin Spain came and went
but,asisthe way witha closed testona
privateroad, there wasnoindication of
where he would slotback in.

All eyes on shakedown. Here we go,
themoment the world’s been waiting
for...andit’shappeningon three miles
of gravel just outside Leon. Ready,
what’sitgoingtobe?

Tenth. Tenth?

And 10th, almosta second per mile
down on team-mate Kris Meeke.

Oh,OK.

Meeke was thefirsttojumptothe
defence of histeam-mate.

“It’'snotrepresentative,” hesaid.
“We’ve donethisstagefourtimesa
year for thelast five years, so 20 times
andit’sareally tricky piece of road.

He cameforthefirsttime today.”

Sowhat did he think the following
three days would bring?

“Hehasnoideahimself, sohow can
weknow? We’ve talked alittle bit: he’s
asked afew questions, all theright ones!
We were talking about some stage and
theline through a corner and he said:
‘Ohyeah,Isaw that with Ogierin 2015,
buthetook a differentline therein

i e Y i e
Meeke was disappointed with third

’16...” He’snot been sittingat home
twiddling his thumbs, he’sdone his
homework for this. When therhythm’s
right, he’llbethere...”

The tunnels beneath the beautiful
Guanajuato city isnot the place tofind
rhythm. Loeb was 10th on the opener.
Theroad from Duarte to Derramadero
firstthing Friday morningwas a
different story. Eleventh on the road,
Loebundoubtedly benefited from
aline swept clear of much of the
Mexicanloose stuff. He was third.
Nextstage fourth. Then,in Ortega,
second—just 1.9s off fastest.

Therhythm was coming. And it
arrived on the second shotatEl
Chocolate with hisfirst stage win
since Sospel ona Monte Carlo
Sunday three yearsago.

“I'mhappy with that,” said Loeb.
“Thisisone of the stagesInever
drove before, so to win this stage
isreally special forme.”

Andthere was even better newsin
that the scratch time had moved him
uptosecondplace,just 14.9s behind
Dani Sordo.

History will show that Loebrarely
spentlongin the Spaniard’s rear-view
mirror. But this time the pair weren’t
sharingthe sameteam. This time there
would beno Guy Frequelin or Olivier
Quesnel on the telephone reminding
Sordo of hisplacein theteam. Not that
Loebevenreally needed such acall.

Finally, the chance for redemption
for Sordo. But could he stay ahead for
morethanhalf therally?

Thestress was beginningtotellon
him. Thiswashim atthe end of the
final gravel stage on Friday: “Sebastien
iscomingreally fast onme. It’snot easy
youknow!”

Saturday morning’s opener would
becrucial. Loebknew it. Sittingat
breakfast, he knew the team bus was
waitingtoferry himtoservice... but
there wastime.

“Espresso, por favor,” were the words
forthe waiter.

Loebreturned my smile and added:
“ThismorningIneedtowakeup...”

Saturday was a different story;
he would be seventh in, with Ogier
(remember him and his theory on the
Sebsnotrunningclose?)justtwo cars
ahead of him. Moreimmediately, Loeb
was focused on the 7.2s deficit to Sordo
and his own 3.8s buffer over Ott Tanak.
Histeam-mate Kris Meeke wasfourth,
17s behind with Ogier five behind the
NorthernIrishman.

Yes, Saturday was definitely worth
wakingup for.

The caffeine worked a treat. Sordo,
bothered by less than perfect balance
on the brakesand a car moving more
than he would have liked, wilted. And
Loebwasin.

Sensationally, the 44-year-old was
backtothefront.

“Ifound therhythm,” said Loeb. “It’s
nicetobeatthefrontand Iwanttokeep
pushingnow.”

Through Thursday and Friday
morningtherehad definitely beenan
element of Loeb being the boy who’d
left school, moved away and come back.
Hewasfindinghisfeet, feeling his way
back in. But by Saturday, the old boy
wasfirmly back. There was the
fidgetingat the end of the stage, the
adjusting of belts, the sip of water, the
intensity and energy were all back.
And behind those famous eyes was the
absolute focus. With the crash helmet
hiding the saltand pepper look up top,
theface and features were the sameas
they’d ever been at the height of his
WRC powers.

For three stages, Alsace wasback at
the centre of therallying universe. But

Ogier was supreme
on Saturday to lead

what the Guanjuatito stage gave with
onehandinthe morningit cruelly took
back in the afternoon. Loeb clipped a
small stone halfway through the stage
and punctured the left front. He stopped
tochangeitat the cost of twominutes,
hislead, and the dream.

By thatevening, he waskicking
himself. His recent Dakar experience
taught him that when a problem
strikes, you stopimmediately to sortit.

“It was stupid thatIdidn’t go through
thestage,” hesaid. “Wedidn’t think
enough. Wedidn’t think before about
what we would do with the puncture
and with thereflex of the Dakar and
noknowledge of these tyres, we
justpulled over.”

Other Seb’s super day
Goinginto Guanajuatito after lunch,
Ogier had trimmed the gap to Loeb
to15s. Heand Meeke were tied to the
tenth. But comingout of SS14, Ogier
had thelead with Meeke 3.8s behind;
Sordo had suffered a similar deflation
toLoeb. Havingendured the strange
sensation of the French media writing

Sebastien-oriented headlines not about
him, he set about winning some stages
and writing some headlines of hisown.
Andwhataway todoit. Ogier was
unbeaten on the dirt through Saturday
afternoonin anabsolutely stunning
run. With victory firmly in his sights,
nobody could touch the #1 Ford.
Comingoutof El1Brincoforthe
second time, Ogier pulled over to
inspectthetyres. He couldn’t help
butsmileashedid so.
“Ah,Thavetosay, thisday hasbeen
really perfect,” hesaid. “OK,inthe
middle stage this afternoon there
was some sand around and it was
sometimes quite difficult tobe
absolutely on thelimit, butIwas
pushingall thetime andit’snice
now tobringthetime.”
For Meeke, there wasmore
frustration. He’d spun the C3and
then been forced to drive back up
theroadinordertotryandfind
somewheretoturnitback around.
“IThadtodrive back intomy own
dust,” hesaid. “It was stupid, a stupid
mistake.Icouldn’tfind anywhereto
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turn. We’ve lost 30s easily to him there.
Notgood enough.”

That spin explained the thick end
of the 37s gap between the top two at
the end of the day, but Meeke wasn’t
interested in flattery of any form.

“No, today I have tosay, Seb wasright
there,” said Meeke. “I couldn’t follow
him thisafternoon, fair play tohim
hehadtoomuch paceforus.”

M-Sport’steam principal Malcolm
Wilson admitted he wasimpressed
with the delivery of histeam’sfirst
winin Mexico since Markko Martin’s
2004 success.

“Youlook back toplaceslike
Portugallast year,” said Wilson,

“and you think: ‘Yeah, that was
impressive...” Butthen he comes
hereanddriveslike hedid today and
it’sjustimpressive all over again. He
was masterful today. Really Superb.”

Watchingthefootage, it’simpossible
toargue.

Ogier wasinch perfect on thelineand
hisbraking was simply breaktaking. A
couple of times helooked like he might
have overcookedit, butat thefinal,




final nanosecond helifted his
ot from the brake, turnedin
ip-toed through. Brilliant.

e wrong T-shirt...

e was more disappointment
[eeke when he dropped to third
puttinghis Citroen onitsside
Inday morning—amove which
red Sordo back up tosecond.
eke will, perhaps, wanta word
1he getshome-he wasnodoubt
acted on his Saturday morning
time call to see his daughters
ing Dani Sordo T-shirts.
’enever been as disappointed
third asthis,” said Meeke.
bethat’sprogress.”

do grinned as he was told of
-shirt story. “Tknow,” he said,
stold me.Itold him he has good
ren-—clever children.
1isresultisgood, butit was
licated when I got the puncture
rday. I didn’t have another spare
hen, solcouldn’t pushatthe
level. Butsecondisnice.”

continuedonpage22

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Loeb was sensational,and then forgothe wasn’t on Dakar...

‘This was a strange event

for the Norwegian’
Mikkelsen’s drive rated, p23

Tanak took Powerstage win

W SS1 Street Stage GTO (1.57 miles)
Fastest Neuville 2m06.7s Leader Neuville
Second Tanak +1.9s

B SS2 Duarte - Derramadero 1
(16.19miles)

Fastest Meeke 17m08.9s Leader Meeke
Second Sordo +3.8s

ESS3ElChocolate 1(19.54 miles)
Fastest Sordo 24m05.6s Leader Sordo
Second Meeke +9.5s

M SS4 Ortegal(10.71 miles)
Fastest Sordo 9m33.2s Leader Sordo
Second Meeke +15.1s

M SS5 Street Stage Leon 1 (0.69 miles)
Fastest Suninen 1m03.7s Leader Sordo
Second Meeke +16.6s

M SS6 Duarte - Derramadero 2
(16.19miles)

Fastest Meeke 16m56.7s Leader Sordo
Second Meeke +12.3s

W SSTElChocolate 2 (19.54 miles)
Fastest Loeb 23m54.2s Leader Sordo
Second Loeb +14.9s

MW SS8 Ortega2(10.71 miles)
Fastest Tanak 9m24.8s Leader Sordo
Second Loeb +7.9s

Ml SS9 Autodromo de Leon 1 (1.43 miles)
Fastest Tanak 1m37.8s Leader Sordo
Second Loeb +7.8s

HSS10 Autodromo de Leon2
(1.43miles)

Fastest Ogier 1m37.3s Leader Sordo
Second Loeb +7.2s

M SS11 Guanajuatito 1 (19.24 miles)
FastestLoeb 20m35.6s Leader Loeb
Second Sordo +5.1s

W SS12 Otates 1 (16.39 miles)
Fastest Meeke 20m26.9s Leader Loeb
Second Sordo +6.0s

HSS13ElBrinco 1(6.20 miles)
Fastest Ogier 5m29.2s Leader Loeb
Second Sordo +2.9s

M $S14 Guanajuatito 2 (19.24 miles)
Fastest Ogier 20m10.1s Leader Ogier
Second Meeke +3.8s

M SS15 Otates 2 (16.39 miles)
Fastest Ogier 20m05.1s Leader Ogier
Second Meeke +34.5s

W SS16 E1Brinco 2 (6.20 miles)
Fastest Ogier 5m24.6s Leader Ogier
Second Meeke +37.1s

M SS17 Autodromode Leon3
(1.43miles)

Fastest Meeke 1m38.0s Leader Ogier
Second Meeke +35.8s

HSS18 Autodromo de Leon4
(1.43miles)

Fastest Mecke 1m36.6s Leader Ogier
Second Meeke +35.2s

M SS19 StreetStage Leon 2 (0.69 miles)
Fastest Mikkelsen 1m02.7s Leader Ogier
Second Meeke +35.9s

W SS20 Alfaro (15.11 miles)
Fastest Latvala 15m23.7s Leader Ogier
Second Sordo +48.0s

M SS21 Las Minas 1 (6.88 miles)
Fastest Tanak 6m42.9s Leader Ogier
Second Sordo +55.2s

M SS22 Las Minas 2 (Power Stage)
(6.88miles)

Fastest Tanak 6m33.1s Leader Ogier
Second Sordo +1m03.6s

COLIN
CLAR

“It’s amazing how
some look to
deny greatness”

hey were talking about
itinthe smoky bars
around Leon while
savouring their tequilas
and necking their
Coronas. They were
even talking about itin the mountains
of Mexico while clearing their cactus
and packing their ponchos. The
Mexicans like things hot, and this
was one hot topic of conversation.

Should he back? Could he be good?
Would he be able to win? Yes, yesand a
final emphatic yes was the answer.

OK, so Loeb didn't win here in Mexico,
but fora glorious few hours on Saturday
we allowed ourselves to believe that might
justbe possible. He rolled back the years
toremind us of just why he is a nine-time
champion and 78-time rally winner. It was
thrilling, it was compelling and it was nothing
short of bloody brilliant.

The last time the guy competed full time
in the championship was 2012. How many
other examples are there of champions
returning after five years away and showing
the new generation of rapid chargers the
way forward? Not many at this level.

But what Loeb did here over three-and-a-
bit days of pulsating hot rally action was way
more than show a slightly sceptical watching
world that he has lost none of his
outrageously effortless talent. Ohyes
he did so much more than that. For me he
emphatically silenced those doubters who
stubbornly refused to proclaim him as the
greatest rally driver of all time. He only did it in
one marque. He didn't have any competition.
He was always in the best car. Amazing isn't
it, how some people are always looking for
reasons to deny greatness?

Well this time he was in a car that was built
around another driver. It was a car that was
on the same level as the competition. The
opposition was truly world class.

And Loeb, after just afew days of testing,
jumped into the right-hand seat and looked
asifhe’d never been away. ltwas a
performance of character, of class. It was
the performance of a champion.

And | guess there will stillbe some out there
forwhom Loeb’s performance justisn’t
enough to convince them of his ‘Greatest
Driver of All Time' credentials. So what might
silence those doubters once and for all?

How about a full-on tilt at championship
number 10?1 genuinely think thatit's a
possibility for 2019. And by the way, it
might also be the catalyst that keeps Citroen
in the World Rally Championship.

Loeb looked at home, Loeb looked relaxed,
Loeb looked hungry and motivated and Loeb
looked mighty competitive.

NOW TURN OVER TO READ MN’S DRIVER RATINGS ) )
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Dayone:97.98 miles; Continuedfrompage21

10 stages There was definitely afeeling that

Weather: Sunny 17-30°C Hyundai had escaped what could

] Hyundai's Dani Sordo is making the most of have been another troubled weekend.
acleaner road after starting 10th and leads Firstontheroad, Thierry Neuville
from SS3 onwards. The Spaniard looks safe was always goingto struggle, but
and surefooted at the front of the field, while the Belgian endured one of his most
his team-mates Andreas Mikkelsen and problematic weekendsin recent
Thierry Neuville struggle. Championship history. Hisi20 swallowed aload of
leader coming into Mexico, Neuville struggles water and stoppedinitstracks. He
for grip first on the road, but fuel and power- then visited more than the odd ditch
steering problems cost time. Mikkelsen's on his way to sixth place, two places
not happy with the feeling from hisi20. downonasubdued team-mate

| Sebastien Loeb is the story of the day, running Andreas Mikkelsen. Few had
second and winning SS7. His Citroen team- expected those two to be upstaged
mate Kris Meeke is fourth, dropping back by the squad’s asphalt specialist
from second place after successive spins tosuchanextent.
inthe day’s last two gravel stages. Hyundai’steam manager Alain

| Toyota struggles with overheating Yaris Penassefoundabrightsideand
WRCs for the second year in succession. Ott looked on it. “We took points for
Tanak makes the best fist and drives brilliantly second and fourthand we’restillin
with the aid of his car's anti-lag system (that thelead of the championship,” he
gets switched off because it creates more said. “That’snotabad weekend. Like
underbonnet heat) to run third. Jari-Matti Dani said, the puncture madeit
Latvala stops with an alternator problem in difficultfor him and he was worried
SS9, while Esapekka Lappi has gone off the aboutnothavingaspare. Butthen
road on the second run through El Chocolate. again Loeb wasin the same position

[ | M-Sport is enduring mixed fortunes. and hedidn’tgiveas**tand just got

Sebastien Ogier contains the time loss

from running second on the road to place his
Ford Fiesta WRC fifth, but Elfyn Evans rolls
out of an early third place and Teemu Suninen
breaks the suspension on his car just two
stages later.

End of day one: 1 Sordo/Del Barrio 1h47m55.4s; 2 Loeb/Elena +7.2s;
3 Tanak/Jarveoja +11.0s; 4 Meeke/Nagle +25.0s; 5 Ogier/ Ingrassia +30.2s;
6 Mikkelsen/Jaeger +31.7s.

Day two:87.90 miles;
8 stages
Weather: Very sunny 15-34°C

backonit...”

Toyota takes the heat
Andanyway, if Penasse thought
Hyundai could do better, he only
needed totake alook across the
service park at Toyota. For the
second year in succession the
Yaris WRCs wilted in the scorching
North American heat.

Granted, itwasn’tquiteasbad as
lastseason, butstillall three cars
struggled to deliver the power and

Allthree carsretiredand
superallied. Jari-Matti Latvala

intoretirement a stage earlier.
Friday wasn’t the best of days for

Neuville spluttered
on to sixth place

Nodoubt, somewherein the back
of hismind there was the memory of

[ | Fastest time on the day’s opener has moved responserequired through Friday’s struggled with the car, but Tanak the CumbriansquadasElfyn Evans  2011. Seven yearsago, havingbeen
Loeb into the lead, much to the chagrin of highest-altitude stages. copedmanfullytorunashighasthird tipped his Fiesta out of third and told by Citroen management that he
Sordo. The nine-time champion stays out before his turbo failed —in what was into a sixth-gear roll. Concussion would follow Ogier homein second
front for three stages before he chooses thoughtapotential altitude-related ruled his co-driver Dan Barritt place, Loeb got to the start of the
to stop and change a front-left puncture failure. Esapekka Lappi’s departure out of action for the remainder, first stage on Sunday morning,
and drops to fifth. was more self-inflicted than the while the car escaped remarkably exited his DS 3and opened the door

| Sordo’s day is spoiled by another Citroen — other two—when he went off the undamaged beyond a bit of 100mph of theleaders. Heinformed Ogier,
Meeke's C3 — getting ahead of himin SS14 road on the openingday. gravel rash. innouncertain terms, he wouldn’t
after the former leader is handicapped by Onhisfirsttime outin Mexico, Themood at M-Sport wasbuoyant  beslowing down.
apuncture. the Finn was keen to gettotheend on Sunday afternoon. Nowhere Minutes later Ogier had torna

| Sordo and Meeke are both passed by Ogier untroubled, but fell foul of E1 moresothan inthe Ogier Fiesta wheel off his carleaving Loeb to win.
in that second run through Guanajuatito. The Chocolate the second time through. after his fourth win and seventh Yes, yes, I know all thoserivalries
defending champion is on inspired form to Itwasasimilar story for his podium in Mexico. arebehind them. But there canbe
leapfrog his way into the lead by 3.8s from M-Sport Ford Fiesta-driving “Thisisaspecial place forme,” littledoubt there would have beena
Meeke after SS14. That gap mushroomed = PR countryman Teemu Suninen, hesaid atthefinish. “And this mile-wide smile of satisfaction on
by half-a-minute when Meeke spins and Ott Tanak’s Toyota strug who battered the suspension isanother special result.” Ogier’sface.
gets caughtin his own dustin SS15.

| Toyota's misery continues with Tanak retiring - -
attrmping oughthe openingstage of Hard-trying Brits take star turns suppon'rs
the day, reporting: “We only have 20 horse
power..." Latvalaand Lappi are back under British drivers Gus Greensmith we knew there would be mistakes
Rally2 regulations for day two. and Tom Willliams played starring made by some of thedriversand L

[ | Mikkelsen moves up the order courtesy of rolesin the WRC support seriesin Iwas determined not to be one of ; *
retirements, but he's still struggling for Mexicolast week. them. Second was the minimum I
balance aboard the Hyundai. His troubles Greensmith delivered the perfect expected from thisevent, soI've got
are nothing compared with Neuville, who drivetotheletter of theinstruction that—butit’sbeen areally tough one
drops two minutes with water ingestion in from M-Sportteam principal with theroad changingall the time.”
the day’s opener. Malcolm Wilson. The Manchester For19-year-old Tom Williams and

[ | The bottom end of the top 10 has been driver, backinaFiestaR5forthefirst  English co-driver Phil Hall, the event

invaded by WRC2 crews with Pontus
Tidemand holding an excellent seventh
with Britain's Gus Greensmith in eighth.

End of day two: 1 Ogier/Ingrassia 3n25m03.1s; 2 Meeke/ Nagle +35.9s;
3 Sordo/ Del Barrio +46.8s; 4 Mikkelsen/Jaeger +1m?28.4s; 5 Loeb/Elena
2m19.7s; 6 Neuville/ Gilsoul +4m44.6s

Day three:28.87 miles;
3 stages

time since Wales last year, was keen
toturnthingsupin his Ford, but
he knew doingso would risk a solid
haul of points from his opening
WRC2 counter of the season.
“Iwasabitscrappy in thefirst
stage on Thursday night,” he said,
“but theatmospherein thatplace
wasjust somethingelse—I've

was an absolute heartbreaker.
They’d come across the Atlanticin
search of experience and, wellaware
thatasensiblerun andafinish
would net them their first class win
astheonly entrantinto WRC3.
Despite a cautious approach, it was
atroubled opening day thanks to
30-plus degree temperaturesand a

TomWilliams went to Mexico and endured “an eye—peg’ evet

Weather: Even sunnier 16-31°C never known anythinglikeit. cooked ECU. Williams admitted he’d atleast Chilean Fiesta R5 driver Pedro

| Ogier retains a grip on the event to take a Absolutely brilliant. Williams battled through the got the experience he come for— Heller was third behind Greensmith.
comfortable minute-plus win from Sordo. “Afterthefirst stage on gravel, weekend, avoiding the rocks and and then some. Hyundai development driver

| Sordo is the only positional change on the weKkind of knew it was goingtobe workinghard tokeep the car “It’sbeenanincredible event,” he Jari Huttunen struggled with an
podium through the final day and it comes tough tobeat Pontus [Tidemand] running. With thefinish in sight, said. “From the moment we started ill co-driver in Antti Linnaketo on
after Meeke drops the C3 on the cobbles and and Malcolm [Wilson] had told usto disaster struck. A broken fuse therecce we’ve been learning. This Friday morning, but thereal damage
tipsit onto its side. The spectators heave the getthrough and take the points and stopped the carinitstracks. hasbeen areal eye-openerin terms was done when heretired with a
Citroen onto all fours and he's away again, theexperience.I wouldlike tohave Undeterred, the pair pushed the of how tough a WRCround canbe.” damaged radiatorin the afternoon.
minus the car's rear wing. pushed abitharder, butthe advice car for an astonishing couple of Atthetopof the WRC2table, Skoda Skoda youngster Kalle

| Here's a sentence which will bring more was sensible—this yearisall about milesto cross thefinish line, only driver Tidemand delivered the Rovanpera alsoretired with
pleasure to the Brit than the Finn, but the championshipandtakingpoints  tobedenied their resultbecause utterly assured drive of achampion, radiator damage after hitting
Latvala's pursuit of Greensmith's eight place forsecondisagoodresult. Yes, I they had tobe towed back to Leon. extending hisadvantage early and astoneinthemiddle of the road
is successful, with the Toyota Yaris WRC know about the gap to Pontus, but Anunderstandably heartbroken then controllingit to the finish. on Friday’s opening stage.

moving ahead of the Mancunian’s Fiesta R5
on the day’s opener.
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DRIVER ANALYSIS :/0xmevas

ELFYN EVANS
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

SEBASTIEN OGIER
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

He's crying wolf Brilliant for the first
again... Offering three stages, but
himselfno chance caught outon the
ahead of the start, the bumpsin SS4 with
champ drove his the Fiesta singing
socks off through along nicely at warp
Saturday to nudge factor 10. The shunt did
himself to the top of

3 e very little damage, buta
the timesheets. An 0 / bump on Dan Barritt's
outstanding drive. 10 < : head ruled them out.

THIERRY NEUVILLE
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT HYUNDAI 20

SEBASTIEN LOEB
Would he have held Ogier off without the puncture? Probably not. But still, the

nine-time champion’s return was exceptional. Genuinely not sure where he might
end up, he found his form and drove like the old days.

OTORSPORT wnon
EWSH i

TEENMU SUNINEN
M-SPORTFORD FIESTA

Missed outonthe
chanceto getthrough
the whole route when
he damaged the
suspension on his car
onthe opening day.

Shocker of arally forthe
Rally Sweden winner
and championship
leader comingin.
Droppedtime ata
watersplashand then
Thereafter the focus appeared to be driving
was very much on aHyundaimagnetised

getting to the finish ! : R towards the ditches
inone piece. 10 = thereafter.

ANDREAS MIKKELSEN
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT HYUNDAI 20

DANISORDO
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT HYUNDAI 20

Didn't visitas many
ditches as his team-
mate, but struggled
tofind the sort of
rally-leading pace
he showed last time
outonthe gravelin
Australia. A strange
sortofan event for
the Norwegian.

Foradriverwho's
not confident with
varying grip levels,
this was a superb
effort. Led the event
onthe opening day
but was ruled out

of the battle forthe
win aftera puncture
inSS14.

ESAPEKKA LAPPI
The Finn's one instruction for his week in Mexico was to finish all the stages.
Experience is everything on this event, so sliding off the road on a nothing

90-degree left in SS7 is not really acceptable.

SEBASTIEN LOEB
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3WRC

KRIS MEEKE
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3WRC

By his own admission His only moment of

there were fartoo ' - the whole event

many mistakes this came when he fell

time. Recovered from 4 down the stairsin

Friday afternoon \ 1 the hotel onthe ) A ;

spinsto getintothe eveoftherally. ~ 2 RESULTS

lead fight... only to Witha C3rather FIAWorld Rally Championship, round 3/13, Rally Mexico , March 8-11

spin his way out of it. : i than flip—fln_)ps POS |DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER | CAR | TIME
Atleast he stayed out i beneat-hl him, he 1 0 / ; 1 |Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) Ford Fiesta WRC 3h53m58.0s
of the car parks. was brillant. 10§ 2 _|DaniSordo (ESP)/Carlos del Barrio (ESP) Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC | +1m13.6s
3 |Kris Meeke (GBR)/Paul Nagle (IRL) Citroen C3WRC +1m29.2s
4 |Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jager (NOR) | Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC |+1m48.4s
5 |Sebastien Loeb (FRA)/Daniel Elena (MON) Citroen C3WRC +2m34.6s
IARI-MATTI LATVALA E SAPE I{I{A LAPPI 6 |Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL) Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC | +9m13.0s
TOYOTAYARISWRC TOYOTAYARISWRC 7 |Pontus Tidemand (SWE)/Jonas Andersson (SWE) | Skoda Fabia R5 +10m34.7s
8 |Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +15m47.1s
) . ] ) e 9 |Gus Greensmith (GBR)/Craig Parry (GBR) Ford Fiesta RS +17m19.3s
gz‘:}e;\‘,’;’r?e”;ﬁ]gzgg;‘;e fr"a‘lﬁf;h;?zds'g\z:’ddy LY 2 A W 10_|Pedo Heller (CHI)/Pablo Olmos (ARG) Ford FiestaR5 +24m28.1s
on Friday, but that issue forcina hirm ir?to < er’aII 2 v 11 |Esapekka I_.appl (FI N)/Ja.nne Ferm (FIN) Toyota. Yaris WRC +31m07.8s
was overtaken by forthegweeken » NF;t y e 12_[Teemu Suninen (FIN)/Mikko Markkula (FIN) Ford Fiesta WRC +33m16.3s
retirement-inducing dealonan eveni where \ 14 |Ott Tanak (EST)/Martin JlarveOJell (EST) Toyota. Yaris WRC +1h02m52.8s
alternator failure lator Jou've beentasked 4 R  |Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Daniel Barritt (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC SS6/crash
that day. Bounced back with getting experience CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
to steal eighth place. y . ofallthe stages. DRIVERS MANUFACTURERS
1 Sebastien Ogier 56 1 |Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT | 84
OTT TANAI{ TOM WILLIAMS 2 Thierry Neuville 52 2 |M-Sport Ford WRT 72
3 Andreas Mikkelsen | 35 3 |Citroen Total 71
TOYOTAYARISWRC FORD FIESTAR2 4 Kris Meeke 32 4 |Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT | 67
5 Jari-Matti Latvala 31
6 Ott Tanak 26
Nobody set more fastest It's hard toimagine a crew 7 | EsapekkaLappi 23
times than the Estonian, who putting more effort into their 8 Craig Breen 20
took his fifth and final scratch rally than Tom Williams and 9 Dani Sordo 18
afteratactical approachto Phil Hall. This family effort 10 | Sebastien Loeb 11 To "R D E c o RSE

the powerstage. Would have was on the brink of amaiden

beenin with a shot at the win WRC class win when afuse Champ Seb Ogier AP RIL 5 L] 8
haditnot been for turbofailure. failed close to the finish. m gets to perform
athome...
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Simpson Ginetta G58
leads away the field
L

L Ll
-

o
f..d' &

There are no Creventic overall
race winners. Positions are given
within classes so the Simpson
Motorsport Ginetta G58 Prototype
was in arace of one technically,
not against the GTs.

Buttry telling Mike Simpson, Steve
Tandy and Bob Berridge that as they
beamed after a stunning comeback
chase of the ROFGO Racing Mercedes
GT3tobefirsthomeintheinaugural
Silverstone 12 Hours.

It wasreflected alsoin a prank on
Berridge in the final stint. “We kept
telling Bob he wasin second at the
end,” Simpson grinned. “He got out
the carall cheesed off!”

Asthe only two P2 cars present, the
Simpson Ginettas were expected to
dominate. And one of them —driven
by Andreas Laskaratos, John Corbett
and Neale Muston —fell back with a
variety of problems, which included
damaging the floor off track and later
replacingits clutch.

But Simpson, Tandy and Berridge
were not set fair. Plenty goes wrong
in enduranceracing, particularly

when held in England in early March.

The woe started when Tandy had a
heavy crash against a Hangar Straight
wallin Thursday testing after atyre
blowout. Thisleft him with a swollen
knee and the car as a write off.

“Thelads hadto goback and get
acar fromthefactory,” Simpson
explained. “It had only just come out
of the container from Dubai, the lads
stayed up all night, that was the car
weran!Bloody brilliant!”

Theyled therace’s early laps but then
rain fell and the Ginetta struggled for
tyre temperature. It ended the first part
—therace split between two segments
on consecutive days—alap adrift.

In Tandy’s handsin the damp-but-
dryingparttwoitlooked well on the
way to recovering, but then more
misfortune struck with five hours
remaining with another puncture.

“There was alot of debris
everywhere, cars going off, coming
back on,” said Simpson. “Also the
gravel, it’slike shale so youimagine
that goingin thetyre—it’slikea
sledgehammer.”

CREVENTIC 24 HOURS: BY GRAHAM KEILLOH

Alongin-lap and resultant change left
them three laps down. Did Simpson
think they still had a chance?

“No, definitely not!” he said.

“Iwassatinthe BRDC clubhouse and
Igotacallfrom Bob saying ‘come back
we might need youshortly’. Then
literally it was ‘getin the car!’ Ifell over
inthe garage getting changed and
everything;it was all going off!”

Soon they had further delay. “We
pitted too early for slicks,” Simpson
continued, “the tyre was just too hard
and the track was just too wet for our
car. So we came back for wets. It was
arightrollercoaster!”

From then it was flat-out running.
And Simpson took the overall lead
from the ROFGO Mercedes with just
over an hour left.

“It’s great to win aracelike this,”
said Simpson. “Iknow we’re the only
prototypesintherace, butthey’re
GT3proteams, we're semi-Proand Am.
It’stough.”

The win yet looked under threat.
There were suggestions that Simpson
had completed more than the maximum

RCH 9-11

7 Race Series
(Caterham 420R)
(Caterham 420R)

Proto Series
Steve Tandy/Bob

Race 1: Phil Jenkins

Race 2: Lee Wiggins

Creventic 12 Hours -

Photos: Ollie Read

Berridge/ Mike Simpson
(Simpson Motorsport
Ginetta G58)

Mercedes-AMG GT3)

Creventic 24 Hours -
TCE Series

Ivo Breukers/Rik
Breukers/ Konstantins
Calko (Red Camel-
Jordans.nl SEAT LCR
TCR V3 DSG)

Creventic 12 Hours -
GT Series

Roald Goethe/ Stuart
Hall/ Dan Brown
(ROFGO Racing

allowed stint time. But not so.

“Igot downgraded to FIA Silverin
January, soI could have donelonger.
It’s the perks of gettingold,” Simpson
said. “We had to go torace control with
acopy of thedriver grading. We knew
what we were doing.”

It was aday for comebacks, as an
hour beforelosingtheoveralllead, an
incredible stint by Stuart Hallin the
ROFGO Mercedes had chased down the
leading Forch Racing Porsche 911 GT3
piloted by Patrick Eisemann, wiping
outaminute-and-a-half advantage
and passing on the inside of Stowe.

This helped make up two laps lost late
the previous day when Dan Brown spun
at Valein heavyrain and got hisrear
wheels stuck in the gravel. They also
did almost all of part two with a broken
diffuser after Charles Putman’s
Mercedes had hit them on the first
lap of that segment.

Intheend, Hall, Brown and
Roald Goethe took the GT series
win comfortably. “Everyone did their
jobs,and Itried to pullmy weight as
well,” said Hall.

=

ROFGO Merc won the GT class

BTCC champion Neal begins his season with Silverstone 24 Hours outing in a Synchro Motorsport Honda Civic

Were you to pick a motorsport
series furthest from 24-hour
endurance racing then the
crash-bang British Touring Car
Championship may be top of

mind. So what on earth was triple

BTCC champion Matt Neal doing
taking part in the Creventic 24
Hours at Silverstone?

“With the Synchro guys
really,” he said. “Itis a bit of
solidarity as doing allit together
with the Honda brand. I haven’t
done a 24-hour racein a long
time, soit’s great to come back
and do it with the guys.”

Neal took part in a Honda Civic
in the A3 class, with Alyn James
and Dan Wheeler. Yet
endurance racing wasn’t _—
unfamiliar to Neal-and
not just from his four
Bathurst

Neal'ssquad suffered
withengine woes

appearances, the most recent
adecade ago.

“I’ve done the Creventic before,”
Neal confirmed, “a couple of
years back. I’ve done one or two.”

He didn’t have concerns about
adapting either. “It’s easier
becauseit’s less cut and thrust,”
Neal said when comparing
endurance racing to the BTCC.

“You have to keep your eye on the

mirrors abit, the LMPs

and GT3s can ‘h

arrive at you a bit quickly and
divebomb you. Trying to be kind
to the car as well when BTCC is
justabout speed.

“ButIenjoyit,it’s something
different for me.”

And Neal feels this is endurance
racing’s unique selling point.

“Alot of younger drivers are
focused on a career,” he added,
“and the endurance events aren’t

-—

about a career, they’re about
participation, enjoyment, getting
good track time. You get amazing
track time. And diversity, you
can progress up the grid with

the pieces of kit available.”

Neal had no pretensions about
winning overall.

“The TCR cars are noticeably
quicker than us,” he admitted.
“We’re pretty quick down the
straights but they’ve gotusin
the corners with the wider
wheels and tyres.

“It was good,” he said of his first
taste of the car in qualifying. “I
wasn’t too sure how hard to push it,
sojusttrying to get some solid lap
timesin. We’re not the quickestin
our class, but we should have
reliability on ourside.”

But Neal didn’t get his wish. The
Civicwas hit by engine problems
intherace. It needed an engine

change at the halfway mark
when it was running third of

the A3s, which took 90 minutes.
Then Wheeler brought the car in
with more engine problems with
90 minutes left, and they were
unable toreturn.

The race was won by the Red
Camel-Jordans SEAT LCR TCR,
driven by Rik Breukers, his father
Ivo and Konstantins Calko. They
had torecover when, after four
hours, Ivo spun from the lead at
Becketts and got stuck in mud,
then having been pulled out,
spunonrecovery.

They dropped two laps behind the
new leader, the Team Bleekemolen
SEAT Leon driven by Sebastiaan
Bleekemolen, Melvin de Groot,
Robert Smith and Rene Steenmetz.
The LCR trio overhauled the Leon
by the six-hour mark and won by
two laps.

There was lengthy overnight
disruption due to fog, with several
code 60 periods and a near five-
hour red flag stoppage.
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Junior Mini series is hoping to reinvigorate rallying’s grassroots. By Jack Benyon

Clive Kinghasbeen rallymg M1n1s for over 30 years

nadesperate bid
toinvigorate
the grassroots
and bringmore
competitorsinto
rallying, does
thesportneedto
stoplooking forwards and
instead focus on the past?

That’stheidea of the
Mini Sport Junior Cup, a
championship which has
been established to target 17-
to25-year-oldsrallyingona
budget. Andif it follows its
bigbrother, establishedis
what it will soon be.

Thebigbrotheristhe
Mini Sport Cup, which has
34registered drivers, allin
historicand classic Minis,
competingon thefirstroundat
the AGBO Stagesthis weekend.

Asrally fans spend time
searching for the next Peugeot
Trophy and other single-make
seriesatthepeak of rallying’s
heyday, did any of them
ever have34cars? It’'san
impressivefeat.

“Ithastobesome sortof
record, maybeit’sa world
record!” says Clive King,
reigning Cup champion.
“It’sfabulous.

“My first car was a Miniand
I'vehad oneeversince. Alot of
the people competing, it seems
tobealove of the car that brings
them outto compete.”

The Mini Sport Cuphas
clearly established aformula
that works. Stringent technical
regulations keepsthe
competition close and the
costsdown. As the sponsor
of the championship, Mini
Sportvisits each round with
ahugeraft of sparessothat
competitorsdon’thaveto.
Driversand co-driversare
competitive butencouraging
andagood day’srallying
istobehad.

“I'think themain thingthat
hasbeenachievedisthatthe
events (seecalendar box)are
cost effective,” adds King.

“They’renon-damagingto
the cars and the people who
look after theirsand keep
themin the garage cando
that without worrying.

“Wealso goalloverthe
country and to Belgium. We
have one away round each year.

“The competitors arelistened
toandif we’re unhappy with
anevent, welook at gettingit

improved or finding another.”

Off the back of the success
of the burgeoning Cup—which
runsas partof the Historic
Rally Car Register’s Old Stager
Championship—the new junior
championship hasnow been
set-up, with the help of Mini
Sportand,amongothers,
thedrivingforce thatis Dave
Thomas. It’s easy to explain
Thomas’slove for the sport with
one word: Mull. Helives there.

“It’smy mission this year,
totarget the grassroots,”
says Thomas. After ashort
conversation, it’s clear the man
isn’t deterred easily in his goals.

“It’sthe biggest single-make
Tarmac championship around.
We’ve got ourheads down and
we want to drive this forward.

“We want to encourage people
to compete but we also want to
getpeopleintotheservice park
tosee whatit’sall about. We
want toencourage everyone,
navigators, women, notjust
younglads.

“It’salonghaul, [know that.
We only have one carinthe
seriesatthemomentand two
people buildingthem. Butonce
we can get three or four cars,
we have achampionship.”

Thomasrefersto17-year-old
Jack Hartley, who has built
hisMiniinthe garage with
hisfathertothejunior
regulations for £10,000.

Hartley’s done two events
inthe car, having previously
driven a Nissan Micrain
the Junior Formula 1000
Championshipfor 14- to
17-year-olds. After also giving
the Miniaspininthe Junior
F1000s, Hartley hasa surprising
revelation about the ‘new’ car.

“Ithandles betterthan the
Micra,” hesays. “We struggle
with the Mini in the Juniors
asit’sanold enginetryingto
beatnew ones, but the
handlingisbetter.

“It will beinterestingto see
howmy times compare against
the other Minis as mine’s only
one-litre.”

When asked if, being the
only Mini Sport Junior Cup
entrant, would he be aiming
atthe more powerful ‘senior’
entries, he says: “That’sthe
idea! We’re usingmy car to
promote the series and get
moreJuniorsoutthere.”

What the Mini Sport Junior
Cuphasgoingforitisaloyal

gA!ﬂa\!'zA‘ -!
HRCR Old Stagerand
MiniSport Cup 2018

DATE |TRACK

Mar17 |AGBO Stages

Apr29  [Dixies Historic Challenge
Jun 10 |Abingdon CAR-nival Stages |
Aug5 Solway Coast Rally
Aug31/Sep 1| Tour of Flanders*
Oct28 |Cheviot Stages

Nov 24 [Hall Trophy Rally

*Junior Championship will not visit this round

backer like Mini Sport, with
Manx Rally champion Dan
Harper—-nowinaMiniJohn
Cooper Works WRC-on the
company’s books, it’sfull

of competitors whoare
passionatefor the sport.

Mini Sport’s Rob Eastwood
said: “The bonus of the Miniis
there’snoelectronicstotrick
with. Theideaistokeepthe
costdown andit’ssomewhere
forthekidstogotogetcost-
effective rallying on an even
playingfield.

“Theideaistotryand get
the younger generation
involved. Unless you have
amotorsportbackground,
you'renotgoingtogetacar
forajunior and pay £25,000
tobe competitive.”

The other thing goingfor
the cupishavingsomeone as
dynamicas Thomas, whose
passion willgoalong way to
gettingthenotion that the
cup existsout to the wider
rallying community.

“I’'vehad Minis my whole
life, Idrove around the world
afewyearsagoinaMinivan,”
adds Thomas. “TI’'ve always
been around them.

“Ialsodid chase carfor
Paddy Hopkirk on the Monte
CarloRally.

“Igetsodisgusted at parents
throwing somuch money at
these other championships,
we’ve gottoturnitaroundand
Mini Sportare tryinghard to
dosomethingaboutit.”

It’sdifficult attractingentries
toanyrally championshipin
the current climate, and there’s
amisconception thatthere
aren’tmany good single-make
championships out there.
That’snot true. The problem
isthere’stoomany and entries
arespread acrossthemrather
thanfocusedinonearea.

The Mini Sport Junior Cup
isagoodidea, but willneed
afew entriestospawn the
competition. Canitbedone?
Thomas and Mini Sport will
work hard todo so,and have
come up with asensible,
cost-effective formula. ®

SMALL

Pocket rockets prov1de low-cost fun =
MINISPORT CLASSES|

CLASS |ELIGIBLE CARS

MC1

!.;l’

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Photos: RallyGallery, Paul Lawrence, Jakob Ebrey

All Minis up to 1000cc

MC2

All Minis 1001 to 1300cc

MC3

All Minis over 1301cc including
all cars with eight-port cylinder head

MC4

Later or classic Minis*

Junior

998cc Minis conforming to category 1,2
and 3 historic stage rally vehicle regulations

and complying with the technical

regulations for the Mini Sport Junior Cup

*Do not fully comply
with the Historic
classes but have

A series engines

and comply with all
other MSA 2018 Year
hook requirements for
special stage rallying.
Vehicles in this class
are subject to approval
hy the championship
eligibility scrutineer.
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Tom Ingram has his sights on more success in 2018 Ingram has run

at Portimao

INGRAMILEADSTTHE NEXTIWAVE

Touring car Independents Trophy winner is ready to take another step to the overall title. By Matt James

herewasa
feeling of
change within
the British
Touring Car
Championship
last season.
Ash Sutton claimed hismaiden
titleinthe Team BMR Subaru
attheageof 23,and Tom Ingram
collected the Independents
Trophy atjust 24 years old.
Theolder generation had been
firmly putintheir place.
Ingram’ssuccess highlighted
hisupward momentum inthe
BTCC. After he’d steppedinto the
Speedworks Toyota Avensis for the
firsttimein 2014, there were podiums
inseason two, winsin season three
and thetitlelastterm.Ingramhas
been gradually buildingup his CV.
While the Independents Trophy
had been the main aim when Ingram
setouthis goalsfor 2017, there wasa
bitter-sweet aftertaste. Ingramhad
beeninthethick of the title hunt over
thebeginning of the season. After
three meetings, he had two winsand
was sitting comfortably at the top of
the points pile before a truly woeful
runof incidentsand damage at
Oulton Park and Croft left him with
only nine pointsfrom sixraces.
Inaseries which demandsa
constant churn of bigpointsacross
each of the30races, it
torpedoeda
glimpse of
outright

glory.
Q/,

FACTFILE

Tom Ingram
From: High Wycombe
Age: 24

BTCC track record &'
Starts: 120

Wins: 6

Podiums: 17

Poles: 2 :
Fastest laps: 2
Points: 827
Racesled: 12
Lapsled: 147

Ingram was the highest scorerin 2017
if you discount those two events.

“Havingstarted the season
sostrongly, it waslike there was
somethingtaken away fromme,”
saysIngram. “You can’ttake away
anything from what we managed
toachievein terms of winning
theIndependents Trophy. But
we came flying out of the blocks.

“It wasfrustrating, because
thenon-scores that we had were
mostly out of our control. They
were difficult weekends and you
simply can’t afford to have those
kinds of things happenif youare
goingforatitle.”

Despite that frustration, Ingram
re grouped and kept the pressure up

e
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The Toyota has been updated

Winner at Knockhillin2017

tograbthird placein the points
standings at the final showdown.
That was a sign of what might
have been.

“Eventomaintain thatlevel
isgoingtobe hard this year,” says
Ingram. “Look at Eurotech Racing
with Jack Goff in the Honda Civic
TypeR, Sam Tordoff and Tom
Chiltoninthe Ford Focus RSs
atMotorbase, the threatsare
everywhere. Toretain the
Independentsishard enough, but
we have got to belooking higher than
that. We have got to set our sights
ontheoveralltitle. Itisthe only
way we can go.”

Preparations have already begun
forthe 2018 season. The Toyota has
been thoroughly refined since
the engines were switched off at
Brands Hatch, and Ingram has
recently returned from several days
runningat Portimao in Portugal.

“Aesthetically, thereisnothing
different with the car this year: all
the tweaks have taken place under
theskin,” saysIngram. “We knew
thepartsof the car that worked well,
and we knew there were areas where
we couldimprove. We have looked at
each of those, and done some things
inside the car-we have taken weight

INGRAM'’S BTCC RISE
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outthatisfurtherup [inthecar]
thanitneedstobeandloweredit.”

Ingram saysthereworked car
hasalready shownits worthinthe
runningin Portugal, which was
affected by changeable weather.

“We went to Portimaoinstead of
joininganumber of the other BTCC
teams at Parcmotor Castellolinear
Barcelonabecauseitisacircuit
ITknow well and we have used it before
—Thave donemorelapstherethan
Thave done on some UK circuits,”
saysIngram. “We could geta decent
back toback, and we have certainly
taken some steps forward—but then
again, sowilleveryoneelse.”

While there have been alterations
under the bonnet, there are some
backroom changestoo. Experienced
engineer Geoff Kingston hasleftthe
team and Speedworks boss Christian
Dick has promoted from within.
Spencer Aldridge hasbeen with
theteam since he wasateenagerand
worked alongside Kingston last season.

“His passion and knowledgeis
stunning,” says Ingram. “And heis
one of the three full time members
of staff at Speedworks. That means
heisaconstant presence, rather
than someone who only comes
inat weekends.

First BTCC seasonwasin2014

“Hehasbroughtafresh
enthusiasm to the whole thing,and
thereisnodoubting his work ethic.
Itisgoingtobeastrong partnership—
Tam probably goingto have to up my
game,” jokes the driver.

Thefresh blood -including thelikes
of Aldridge too-will continue toput
theolder generation in the shade,
and Ingram thinks thisisatrend
thatisgoingto carryonthisyear.

“Of course youarejustout thereto
getonwith yourjob,” saysIngram.
“You want to win, butlast year was
thefirst yearforalongtime where
none of the older guyslifted the
major silverware and you can
certainly see that trend continuing.
Aswellasmyself and Sutton, there
are guyslike Josh Cook and Goff
out theretoo whoare goingtobe
strongthis season.

“Thatis great forus. We want to
keepwinningandkick outall the old
guys. Thereisareal breath of fresh
wave coming through the BTCCnow,
and we want that tocarry oninto2018.”

Giventhe progressthathehas
madesofarandtheeffortthat has
already been made towards 2018,
thereisevery sign that Ingram will
continue to be at the forefront of
the BTCCgrid. m
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Solberg Hansen will run in Swift

Solberg Hansen signs
up for Junior RX attack

Marius Solberg Hansen will be the
second Norwegian driver in asmany
seasons to competein the MSA Junior
Rallycross Championship this year,
which gets underway at Silverstone.
Having competed injunior crosskart
buggiesin Scandinavia, 14-year-old
Solberg Hansen will drive a Peter
Gwynne Motorsport-prepared Suzuki
Swiftin thenine-round series this year.
Hesaid: “The Swiftisalotof fun.I
wasn’t sure about the steering wheel
being on the right-hand side of the car,
butit was OK.Ijusthavetore-learn my
driving style from the crosskart
because they arerear-wheel drive.”
Ole Henry Steinsholt finished second
in Junior RXlast season and Solberg
Hansenis targetingan overall podium
by the end of the campaign.
Hesaid: “Iwill justtakeoneraceata
timeandlearnthetracks.”

SetTwingo will run at Silverstone

Thorne warms up in
title-winning Twingo

Former British Super1600 rallycross
champion Jack Thorne will debut an
ex-European Championship-winning
Renault Twingo in the opening British
Rallycrossround.

It will be ashakedown before a
campaignin ERX, which gets
underway in Barcelona next month.
Thorne won the British RX Super1600
crownin 2014, and tested with Finnish
team Set Promotion, run by Jussi
Pinomaki, in Italy at the end of 2015.

The car he will race this year won the
EuroRX Super1600titlein the hands of
Latvian Janis Baumanisin 2015.

“I'mreallylooking forward to this
season, the Set cars are very good and
if you want to gointo Europe, you need
proper machinery,” Thornesaid.

“Silverstoneis more of a test
weekend for us butI want to win.”

Godfrey will try
out his new Mirage

British Supernational rallycross
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British Rallycross Championship 2018
NO. |DRIVER | CAR
Ollie O'Donovan | Ford Fiesta
Andy Grant Ford Focus
Steve Hill Mitsubishi Lancer E10
10 |Kevin Procter Ford Fiesta
21 | Oliver Bennett Ford Fiesta
34 |Mark Higgins Peugeot 208 RX
44 | Mark Watson Citroen XsaraT16
51 |Julian Godfrey Mitsubishi Mirage
95 |Roger Thomas Ford Focus
109 |SebastienLoeb | Peugeot 208
113 | Andreas Bakkerud | Audi S1
121 | Timmy Hansen Peugeot 208
126 | Andy Scott Peugeot 208 RX
135 | Mike Manning Subarulmperza
Guerlain Chicherit | Renault Clio RS RX

race-winner Paige Bellerby will switch from
herregular Lotus Exige to aloaned Vauxhall
VX220 for the opening round of British RX
this weekend at Silverstone, owned by her
uncle Kevin Procter.The engine for the

Lotusis notreadyintime for the

curtain-raiser, but Bellerby will revert
back to her Exige for round two at Lydden

Hill in a fortnight’s time.

Ekstrom’s new Audi Rallycross challenger tests

Mattias Ekstrom’s works-backed

EKS Audi Sport World Rallycross team
revealed its 2018 challenger in the first
official World RX pre-season test at
Loheaclast week.

Thenew Audi S1 featuresnew rear
aerodynamics, including the
implementation of ductingin the roof
and rear windows to feed air to the rear-
mounted radiator. The arrangement
moves away from the more traditional
rear-quarter-panel ducting.

PSRX Volkswagen Sweden also ran its

2018-specification Polo at the test, while
re-signed brothers Timmy and Kevin
Hansen drove Peugeot Sport’s new 208
WRX, but running was ended early by a
crash for Kevin Hansen late on the
second day.

Team STARD ranits Ford Fiesta
Supercar for regular driver Janis
Baumanis and former F1 tester Ma
Qing Hua, while the G-Fors squad ran
the Renault Clio that Guerlain
Chicherit will race at Silverstone’s
British RX round this weekend.

Olshergs returns to World RX with Fiestas

The Olsbergs MSE team will
return to the World Rallycross
Championship this season witha
pair of new Ford Fiesta
Supercars, driven by 2014
European Rallycross champion
Robin Larsson and World RX
race winner Kevin Eriksson.

Larsson also won the Argentine
round of the World RX seriesin
2015, driving a privately-run Audi
Al.Hejoined OMSE to compete
intherecent RallyX onIceseries
for Supercar Lites cars and won
the third roundin Norway.

Erikssonreturnstohisfather
Andreas’ squad having driven for
MJPRacing Team Austriain
World RXlast year.

The OMSE news was followed
by confirmation thatreigning
World RX champion Johan

Kristoffersson willremain with
Petter Solberg’s PSRX
Volkswagen Sweden team in 2018
for the defence of his crown.

The FIAreleased thefull 15-car
list of permanent World RX
driverslast Friday. Ten
additional round-by-round
entries willbeacceptedin the
World RX category ateach event.

OMSE’snew Fiesta, whichran
atthe official World RX testin
Loheaclast week, featuresa
front-mounted radiator—similar
to Volkswagen Motorsport’s title-
winningPolo—-andinboard
suspension, pioneeredina
rallycross Supercar by OMSE
withits GRC Honda Civic.

Eriksson will alsorace an
RX150buggy at the British RX
eventat Silverstone.
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By I-Ial Rldge

Five-time British Rallycross champion

Julian Godfrey will race a Spencer Sport-run
Mitsubishi Mirage RX Supercarin the opening
round of the British Championship this
weekend at Silverstone.

Theevent willmark thefirst time that Godfrey has
racedinthe Supercar category in anythingother
than hismultiple title-winning Ford Fiesta.

Godfrey’s Julian Godfrey Engineering firm
supplies the engine in the Swedish-built, Welsh-run
Mirage. Following a successful 25-1ap pre-season test
at Pembrey last week, he willnow race the carinthe
season opener on Silverstone’s new rallycross circuit
in abid toshowcase the car’s potential.

The Mirage RX, built by MPart ABin Sweden,
madeitsmaiden appearance atround three of
British RXlast year and finished fourth in the
handsof James Grint.

“Wehad a very good test last week at Pembrey,
although the wet weather wasn’t exactly ideal,” said
Godfrey. “The Mirage RX hasalot of power and it
handles very well. We used the test to experiment
with dampers, springs and anti-roll bar settings. We
found some more traction by making the car abit
softer, I prefer my car’s set-up to be quite soft. Even if
it’sdry at Silverstone this weekend, I think the set-up
we have will work well.”

Itisnot yet decided if Godfrey will switch back to
his Fiesta for the second round at Lydden Hill, or
remain with the Mirage ashe bidsforarecord
sixth British title.

“We want to showcase how competitive the Mirage
is,” he said. “There are some bignames entered for
Silverstone. Themain aimistotryandfinishasthe
top British driver, which is something I believe we
canachieve.”

Fifteen Supercars will line up for the British RX
season-opener. Godfrey will be joined by title
contenders Ollie O’'Donovan (Ford Focus), Kevin
Procter (Ford Fiesta), Oliver Bennett (Ford Fiesta),
Andy Scott (Peugeot 208) and rallycross newcomer
Mark Higgins (Peugeot 208).

World Rallycross Championship stars Sebastien
Loeband Timmy Hansen willrace a brace of
Peugeot Sport208s. New EKS signing Andreas
Bakkerud willreturnto the seriestoracean
Audi S1, while Guerlain Chicherit willrace a G-Fors
Renault Clio. Theinternational contingent is using
the event to prepare for the British round of World
RX at Silverstone on May 26/27.
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ENTRIES]
World RallyX Championship 2018

DRIVERS | TEAM-CAR

Mattias Ekstrom (SWE)  |EKS Audi Sport Audi S1

Andreas Bakkerud (NOR) |EKS Audi Sport Audi S1

Guerlain Chicherit (FRA) | GC Kompetition Renault Megane

Jerome Grosset-Janin (FRA)| GC Kompetition Renault Megane
Niclas Gronholm (FIN)  [GRX Taneco Team Hyundaii20

Timur Timerzyanov(RUS) | GRX Taneco Team Hyundaii20
Kevin Eriksson (SWE) | OlsbergsMSE Ford Fiesta
Robin Larsson (SWE)  |OlsbergsMSE Ford Fiesta
Petter Solberg (NOR) PSRX Volkswagen Sweden

Volkswagen Polo R

Johan Kristoffersson (SWE) | PSRX Volkswagen Sweden
Volkswagen PoloR

Sebastien Loeb (FRA) | Team Peugeot Total Peugeot 208

Timmy Hansen (SWE) | Team Peugeot Total Peugeot 208

Permanentindividual competitors

Gregoire Demoustier (BEL) | Sebastien Loeb Racing Peugeot 208

Kevin Hansen (SWE) | Team Peugeot Total Peugeot 208

Janis Baumanis (LVA) Team STARD Ford Fiesta
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Citroen’s part-time recruit is right back in the groove - and knocking on the door

Itdidn’t take very long for Sebastien Loeb to answer the dozens of questions that his return to the World Rally Championship had thrown up.
When he took the lead on day two, it looked like the fairy tale might come true.

Sadly he was thwarted by a puncture but speak to anyone in the service park: the mojo was back. The Frenchman was back in his natural habitat and he was
clearly loving it. Now he has blown away the cobwebs, we have two (possibly three) more chances to see him in action this year and that has to be a delight for
all fans of the WRC.

What's more, you can get a chance to see the great man at work at Silverstone this weekend when he kicks off his rallycross campaign with a run in the British
Rallycross Championship as a shakedown ahead of the world competition. Take the chance to go and watch him either this weekend or when he returns on May i
25/27. We are not overstating it when we say itis a chance to see aliving legend. 'l
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

ART EDITOR MIKE sm
FAVOURITE
THE WEEK!

Camel Helghté Trial, by Duncan Stephéns

Rich Cranston’s shot of Billy Monger Ben Lawrence enjoyed Race Retro... ...and snapped this Carlos Sainz car too Peter Atkins caught this Connew F1 car
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! RACING
: SATURDAY

: M Oulton Park, Cheshire

: BARC meeting: Caterham

+ Graduates, Legends, MGOC,

: CNCHeads Sports/Saloons

: Startsracing from 1130hrs

: (qualifying from 0830hrs)

: Admission adult£16, under 13

: free Web msv.com

: Contact 08434539000

! mSnetterton, Norfolk

: MSVR meeting: FF1600, Lotus
: Elise/Lotus Cup, Allcomers, Karts,
. Lotus Sprint

: Startsracing from 1120hrs

: (qualifying from 0900hrs)

. Admission adult £16,under 13

5 i s e : : free Web msv.com

Sebastien Loeb returned to the World Rally Championship in Mexico and he made a splash : Contact0843 4539000

Take an in-depth look mostrenowned and dominant performance  Mexico with Citroen. : SATURDAY/SUNDAY
at the world-famous popular images from asactor Paul Newman Watch how he took : BGoodwood, Sussex

LAT photographic motorsport history. made his one and only thefight to hisfellow 76th members’ meeting: Classic
agency this week in On Friday, thelatest appearanceinthe Frenchman Sebastien ! andhistoric races

documentary LAT instalment of The endurancerace. Ogier,and managed to : Starts Saturday racing from
Images, An Enduring Great History of Nine-time World turn afew headsin the ! 1620hrs (qualifying from

Legacy (Thursday, the 24 Hours of Le Rally champion process. Tune in on : 0900hrs) Sunday racing
1430-1500hrs). Created Mans comes from 1979 Sebastien Loeb Saturday, 0830-0930hrs ¢ from 0900hrs

in 1950 by Michael Tee, (2200-2230hrs), where made hisreturn to for all the best bits from : Admission by advance ticket only
it’'shometosomeofthe  Porsche would putina the championshipin Rally Mexico. : Web Goodwood.co.uk

: Contact01243 755055

: EDonington Park, Leics
i 750MC meeting: Club Enduro,
i ToyotaMR2,RGB Sports 1000,
Roadsports, Bikesports, Classic
. Stock Hatch, Hot Hatch, MX-5

: Cup, Bemie's V8s/Sports Racing
¢ and GT Starts Saturday, racing

: from 1220hrs (qualifying

¢ from 0905hrs) Sunday, racing

: from 0930hrs (qualifying from

* 0905hrs)

: Admission adult £16,under 13
: free Web msv.com

i Contact 08434539000

NASCAR:
Fontana
M Race: Sunday,
1900-2330hrs,
Premier Sports

Formula E:
Uruguay

M Race: Saturday,
1830-2010hrs,
Channel 5
1900-2015hrs,

Formula E will Eurosport 1

visit Uruguay

RobertBarrableinaction

: RALLY

: SATURDAY/SUNDAY

: MClonakilty, Co.Cork

: Quality Hotel Clonakilty West

: CorkRally

: Starts 1100hrs Admission free

: Web corkmotorclub.com

: @Weston Park, Shropshire
: Jasper’s Bakeries Agbo Stages
: Starts 0812hrs Admission TBC
Web owenmotoringclub.co.uk

: SUNDAY

: BTy Croes Circuit,

: Anglesey

: Legend Fires Lee Holland

: Memorial Stages

: Starts 0900hrs Admission £10
: Web pendledistrictmc.co.uk

: SPORTING SCENE
: SATURDAY

: mSilverstone, Northants

: British Rallycross

i Starts 0930hrs Admission adult
1 £15,under 15free

: Web rallycrossbrx.com

SUNDAY

: mHednesford, Staffs
: National Hot Rods :
: Starts 1330hrs Admission adults :
: £16,concessions £13, children£7 :
: Web nationalhotrod.com :
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Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

Book your advert before 12pm Monday and see it in print first thing Wednesday

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Classified

e
= e

D J

Diners Club
Insermational

VISA

Telephone: 0203 4058 109 Email: mnads@motorsport.com

Brand New Private Seller Rates
Lineage:

25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat)

25 words + Picture = £35 (£42inc vat)
Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat)

Full Colour 4x1 Box Advert

£50 (£60 inc vat)

£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat)
Private seller Offer

25% off when you book for 4 weeks

Motorsport News Classified
offers a fantastic opportunity to
advertise to a uniquely motorsport
based audience. Advertising with
us puts your advert right in front
of a very hands on and involved
motorsport market.

If you wish to advertise in the
Motorsport News Classified please
call 0203 4058 110 or

email mnads@motorsport.com
Deadline: Mondays at 12noon
(subject to change on Bank Holiday
weeks)

Payment: Cheques and postal
orders should be made payable to
Autosport Media UK Ltd

SPF AND ACCESSORIES

If you are a trade advertiser this must be
indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers
are also reminded that they are responsible for
complying with legal requirements currently in
force.

Six weeks notice prior to issue date required
for cancellation of any advertisement. All Verbal
confirmation taken on the phone is binding.

Address for advertising  Important

The publishers reserve the right to refuse
advertisements and do not accept liability for
clerical or printers errors.

Terms for approved accounts strictly net within
30 days. The advertisers name and address
must accompany all advertisements, whether for
publication or not.

Any advertisement received too late for publication
and any advertisement received too late for
inclusion in the current issue will automatically be
inserted in the next available issue.

Motorsport News Advertising
1 Eton Street,
Richmond,

TW9 1AG
Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Terms of acceptance of advertising are available
on request.
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INSURANCE :

INSURAMCE RROKERS INSURANCE RROKERS

POLICIES FOR

v" COMPETITION CARS
v" RALLY & RACE CARS
v SERVICE VEHICLES

PHONE: 0161 440 7590

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk

Authorised and requlated by the Financial Services Authority

FABRICAGE==E

ROLLCAGE DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE

Tubular Steel Bending & Fabrication
Roll Cages with over 20 years Experience
Your Safety is our Priority
From Road to Race, Autograss to Rally,
Historic to Current Day

The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

Follow Us Like Us
twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

01753532222 | Simpson

For ndly helpful advise contact Peter Folbigg

Exhausts

@ 07801 749 888 f
ebt@gmail.com

Hockly Motorsport Ltd
A one stop shop for your rally needs

Paint & rust removal services in our bead blasting chamber
Milling & turning in our machine room
Roll cage manufacture & shell preparations
General servicing & maintenance workshop
with four wheel alignment
Mail order parts from our extensive range

of motorsport components

Contact us today
Telephone 01686 628594 Email sales@hh-ms.com
Visit www.hh-ms.com

The winning
formula in high
" 4 performance plastlc...

MINING+
UARKTING

coksImUCTON
AT

Mo wonder then that the world’s top rally teams choose Ka ction. Join the likes of
Ford, Subaru, Nissan, Mitsubishi and Seat and change to Kaylan

s mudflaps |r|r|||r|r|rrl|l\u|r

* Mudflaps [both moubded and punched) » Protection for; Trailing Arms, Gearbax, Rose Joints, Toe Links, Differential and General Underbody Protection

AERDSPACE + Wheel Arch Lining + Engine and Gearbos Mounts + Bushes and Bumpstops + Sump and Tank Guards + Bespoke Moulded Parts. » Full Cutting Service Available

T: +44 (0)1274 590824 F: +44 (0)1274 531409

Kay-Dee Engineering Plastics Ltd

PERSPEX WINDOWS
Perspex or unbreakable polycarbonate. Tinted or
clear. Slider units, mud flaps (5 cols), roof vents,
full thermo-forming service now available.

>>>>>WORLDWIDE EXPORT<<<<<

AIREDALE RACE COMPONENTS
20 Layton Park Close, Rawdon, Leeds. LS19 6PJ

Tel: 0113 250 9852

Full range of engine components for:
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES
Call or buy online!

QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK
01509412 317

@ www.proalloy.co.uk
@ sales@proalloy.co.uk

01440 710266 72

Pro Alloy Motorsport, 15 Rookwood Way
Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8PB

—— ——
| Ed b 4 =
ALLOY co.ux

SPECIALIST MOTORSPORT ENGINEERING

Pro Alloy Motorsport are one of the leading manufacturers of alloy radiators, intercoolers, fuel systems
and specialist alloy motorsport products. Our products are built to exacting specifications by craftsmen
and technicians who have honed their skills from many years of intensive research, development and
fabrication. From race cars to fast-road, through to thoroughbred classics, Pro Alloy has the solution to
ensure your car stays ahead of the competition....

Tweet Us
@ProAlloy

facebook.com/
proalloy.motorsport

www.proalloy.co.uk

Pro Alloy Motorsport specialise in one-off and small batch runs, working from ‘
drawings, photographs or physically on the car itself. We are happy to produce
bespoke items such as radiators, fuel tanks, intercoolers, custom pipe work + more.

itanmacland
forestuise"

. Customer cars built to
order and maintained
Season packages
available

Award winning cars

2 RALLY CAR HIRE AND PREPARATION

T: 01970 630730 E: enquiries@tsaltumotorsport.co.uk NIGHT EVENTS AND STAGES
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MARRKETPLACE

THINK
Automotive

Think Automotive are
specialists in oil
cooling systems and
all aspects of vehicle
plumbing. We are the

manufacturer and
RACELOGIC distributor of Mocal®
. VARLEY RER YOP™ products
FERODO | w
e A 4 2 C G nﬁgiﬁ@? DESIGN
CALL FOR MORE INFO 20 BRUNEL CLOSE Email: inio@marlligras.co.uk
oo.s DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www.mardigras.co.uk
01327 858 DAVENTRY. NN118RB www.nerformanceciutch.co.uk i
CRAIG

Alominova  (JPMEE) NEWTON

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

"""W‘" e

Astoslion Hats Fonformanse Hosu Filtaps

Radiator Pressure Caps

. . We stock and distribute the finest automobile products,
If you would like to advertise such as oil coolers, hosing, hose fittings, filler caps,

your products or water pumps, oil pumps, heaters, gauges and more.

services here please email

Tel: 020 8568 1172
Web:www.thinkauto.com

Ben.kavanagh@
motorsport.com

Email: info@thinkauto.com
0203 405 8109

¥y f
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PUMBS M{\\
el W M GLENCOE

BUY GENUINE PRODUCT
Quality ~ Reliablity UKIDIStributor
www.glencoeltd.co.uk

{hE30.89 s ) [ £72.79 oo

A —————
ROSILIELOW/RUMPS; Palos o> '
; CYUINDRICAINRUMPS IR

s Ve
+ EFFICIENT X /! <
+ QUIET OPERATION . > + SOLID STATE ELECTRICS

K
< o - ROBUST DESIGN b
+« CORROSION RESISTANT I‘
+ 6,000 HRS LIFE CYCLE * CLEANABLE FILTER

& = 5 Y » ELECTRICAL SURPRESS’ON. ?
_ " £37.52 ERESS ‘fy
2{,}”’” £44.90 N\ g - _
@ (C UEEJEUMEIKITS] N  £82.43
y

=
S
]
&

+ COMPACT

- MOISTURE PROTECTION o BNCYUINDRICAINP.UMPIKITS)

FUEL PUMP I 3
- * 6,000 HRS LIFE CYCLE """ 7 it F’
‘4 FUEL UNION ’ = ‘E * 1mir SUCTION HEIGHT

FILTER UNION i s U C T ST > - 2 BRASS 90 DEG. UNIONS
+ 100HRS SALT SPRAY TEST — 34 g .
+ SOFT MOUNT KIT . ° 1 RUBBER MOUNTING KIT

TN
.* REPLACEMENT FILTER
-

J PRICES EXCLUDE VAT @ 20% Tel: +44 (0)1 784 493 555 Email: sales@glencoelid.co.uk

GARAG EpRmEﬁﬁ' Workshop and Garage Cabinetry

Create an organised, productive, and professional workshop

Buy ready-configured cabinet systems online at GaragePride, or we can provide a
complete cabinet and workbench design and installation service working closely
with you to meet your precise requirements. Unlike other suppliers, we are not tied
to a single cabinet brand but would propose one that best meets your budgetary, functional

and aesthetic needs. gl
www.garagepride.co.uk 01743 742028 ‘ | |

Cabinets
Pictured
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MARKETPLACE

SPORTS AR CLUB

The Classic Sports Car Club organises friendly
club racing with an emphasis on great value for
money and high driving standards. We race at the
best circuits in the UK and abroad, with simple
regulations and class structures.

Highlights for 2018:

New Bike-engined group in Gold Arts
Magnificent Sevens.

I I O I O RS PO R I Multiple races at Spa Francorchamps
including the Spa 3 Hours race.

FOR CARS O F ALL AG ES Open Series. racesl at Magny—Qours, France.

New forced induction race series Motorsports
School Turbo Tin Tops, for Supercharged and
Turbocharged front wheel drive cars.

—— A A AR R IR el e

SERIES The Motorsports School

Classic Sports Car Club
Tel: 01225 810655
Email: info@classicsportscarclub.co.uk
f Classic Sports Car Club E@ @CSCCRacing

‘w!mﬂ: THE UK’S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF TANKS & TANK ACCESSORIES

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON
[H250mm x W300mm x L600mm]

399199 - 7 E199%99
PROJECT | ! PROJECT _ |PrOJECT | L
CMB-FT-020R Wl ™ ' ~__CMB-FTO14
CusTOM L) e CUSTOM

1 X OFF CENTER FILLER 4 1 X FAR SIB — INLET, 6MM QUTLET
NECK [BAFFLED] +FORK LIFT BRACKETS [B

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 17 GALI..OH
[H250mm x W300mm

/
£209.99

[ PROJECT
CMB-FT017 CMB-FTO015 [ by oy
- CUSTOM 1 X CENTRAL CusTOM

; MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, 6mm OUTLET
FILLER NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] COMPLETE WITH BUILT-!N LEVEL SENSOFI [BAFFLED]

gw:.compbrake.com

Compbrake Motorsport Ltd, Belvedere Barn Estate, Unit F1, Crank Road, Bllhnge ngan WN5 7EZ Sales: sales@compbrake com Technical: technical@compbrake.com
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=Moetefindt

Tailor-made trucks and trailers

TAILORMADE TRAILER
FOR THE U.K.

Each trailer is tailored made to each customer’s requirements, the dimensions and configuration
are bespoke. We are able to create payloads up to 2500 kg — available as tarpaulin or solid
construction. Moetefindt has over 35 years experience in building individual trucks & trailers.

AIR SUSPENSION SYSTEM ALUMINIUM CONSTRUCTION INDIVIDUALLY EQUIPPED

The trailer tilts automatically and the Complete alloy chassis giving the system Extensive variety of options to build the

system is maintenance-free. the lowest empty weight. perfect solution to meet all requirements.
www.moetefindt.co.uk : ]

www.facebook.com/moetefindt
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TRANSPORTERS

B

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

B e

=y
-
-

¥ Connected to you

i
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= ==

L

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has been designed around your race weekend.

Light-weight materials and clever design provide strength throughout. Combined
with a proven wheels under the bed chassis and advanced suspension your
journey with a Race Transporter will be competent and comfortable.

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
weekend orientated features providing a comfortable work environment.
Tyre and equipment storage is available in several places, with enhanced
options also offered. Interior lighting, remote controlled electric winch
and a full set of side doors with hatches all contribute to making

loading effortless and speedy.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,499 + vat ' : ACEETERE

S TRARIES
AN AMES TF .

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
I:EE TRANSPORTER Ia - _ A A _
For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

PORTSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
T: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS
T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester,
Hampshire
S0O21 3AS
T: 01962 774988
Fax 01962 795 093
E: info@trailers.co.uk
E: sales@trailertek.com
www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM
GREGG MOTORSPORT
T: 07977975173
E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com
www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road, Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

T: 07933842719

Dealers who hold stock

NORTH SCOTLAND
GLENBURGIE CARS

WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND

Easter Lawrenceton Steading
Forres IV36 2RL
T: +44 (0)1309 676787
E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk
www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON
BLUE LINE TRAILERS
Main Road
Sutterton
Boston
Lincs
PE20 2BE
T: 01205 460346
E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER
Bridgwater Trailer Centre
The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road,
Bridgwater TA6 4AP
T: 01278 445000
www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON

SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE

Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road, Wallington, Surrey
SM6 7BJ
T: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@sltc.co.uk
ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
T: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
T: +44 (0)1787 249737
T: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
www.1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington
West Sussex
RH20 4LR
T: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1 Marsden Barn,
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton,
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
T: 01455641367
Mob: 07968 888624
marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
T: 01159293901
Mob: 0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,
Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG
T: 01686 628144

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 0SB
T: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farrm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading, RG7 1NB
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
www.lovelltrailers.co.uk
T: 01183240403

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
T: 0044(0)2885549851

www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford Trailers Limited ® 14 Great Central Way e Daventry ¢ Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384




Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109 motorsport-news.co.uk MARCH 14 2018 39

WEB DIRECTORY

. ELECTRONICS GEARBOXES RACEWEAR

__PHOENIX Gearboxman.com

e e COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES || [ Siibertarie
OSRAMEPHILIPS Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more

and many more... The best of racewear & kartwear

01527908676 | BNiXa Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007 www.gprdirect.com

RACE CARS

RACEWEAR

o = AT

01933411993 et e RACE & RALLY

jondelrace@aol.com ! [ 2 NN O c PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
! = MCR’s for sale

arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS RACEWEAR

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORETO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

MARDI GRAS | Fgemon tweeks)
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD [==] Momnsponr
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING. \\ MOTORSPORT
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128 Www.mardlgras.co.uk www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists = ;D MEUP|

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW! R
GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will T T ¢ 2
put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 5506hp Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine

eEmbroidery
rint
@Quick Turnaround /
®Min Order Only 4
R iomuisom kits & components for use in alf types of motorsport worldwide. ®No Logo Set Up Fees
Gl"ﬁm ool Mk oo 91284 K22 227 0 VBt JrORphERROraparL IO W: sbdev.co.uk E: sbdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121 WWW. ogome UP.CO.U - 'I 8 73
RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

N oP . - Telephone: 0121 557 2707 Email: sz part-box.com
erformance Tuning Specialists
. = -\ PartEE BRIAN JAVIES TRAILERS!
% K:&gﬂ;gﬂ" 1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity e N ar k0] BRIAN ‘] AMES TRAILERS
P

« Life Racing and Omex Engine Management Performance and Tuning Parts

: (LS
g-mail o Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents » e U E ] )) CO nn eCted to yo u

northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com UK's biggest supplier of aftermarket products

or visit Plus much more, Contact us on S| P 5 —=
northamptonmotorsport.com 01604 766624 P whireLe [HIKIS CUSCO Ehes 7). =ege. JTEAVEE www.brlanjames.co.uk

GEARBOXES RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions Autovarts and Hvdraulics ‘L
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP p y RV
+44 (01458) 446517 ® WWW-EMP RE R‘J{ECO.UI(
avantimotors@btconnect.com - ‘HA.B f/Ll TE
- Rally and Race Gearboxes lemg 8’1&
o Sf";eisﬁe?:::j'ac'ecafﬁfoxes Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489
- Limited Slip Differentials etc. sales@LMAautoparts.com www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk

GEARBOXES

RACE & RALLY PARTS WHEELS & TYRES

—— -
Rally & Race Gearboxes, Stock and custom made 2% = COﬁ‘ﬁOMOTIVE
GearKits, L5D's and Driveshafts FiA Fuel Cells. . MOTORSPORT WHEELS
T:01782280136 F: 01782269913 Short lead times. TG ol s Winning all over the world since 1973...
E: sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com 01527 521050 A Y 4__'_;__:;}* Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.

Including CXR, ML and MO
WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Ben Kavanagh Abbey Gunner
Classified Advertising Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8109 T: +44 (0) 203 405 8131

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com E: abbey.gunner@motorsport.com




"AlcoSense are a clear step
ahead of the rivals”

Auto Express Breathalyser

Nl Group Test Dec 2016
2016

If you drank 4 pints or 4 glasses of wine between 9pm and midnight
you could still have alcohol in your systerm at 1 1am the next day. That's
why one in five drink drive accidents happen the morning after®,

AlcoSense quickly and accurately shows your blood alcohol level, so
you don't become one of them.

29)’0

Single Use
Breathalysers MW ELITE

From £2.99 £39.99 £59.99

reddot award 2016

winner

®
Available at Halfords & Selected Boots a ’ c " s e
PERSONAL BREATHALYSERS

Order securely af alcosense.co.uk or call 0800 195 0088

A: Source: DIT Road Accident Data 2015, B: Review of the AlcoSense Pro, 24/12/15. Intellectual Property: www.alcosense.co.ukfip. © AlcoSense Laboratories, part of Now Group UK Ltd, Unit 3 MEC, Cordwallis Street, Maidenhead SL6 7BE



