
SHIELD
EZ 9MM

EASY RACKING,
SOFT SHOOTING 

VEEP 1911
NIGHTHAWK’S

VICE PRESIDENT

HOW & WHEN TO SCAN FOR THREATS

+

A ‘FUN GUN’ THAT LETS 

YOU PLAY THE 5.7

GAME WITHOUT

THE HIGH PRICE

RUGER-57

UBERTI WILD
BILL REVOLVER

STREAMLIGHT’S
NEW SWITCHES



2 HANDGUNS JUNE/JULY 2020

6 FRONT FOCUS

 10 SPEEDLOADS
• Smith & Wesson’s Model 13

• Streamlight’s new switches

• Closing the Gap drill

16  EN GARDE
RICHARD NANCE

Advice on when and how to  

scan for additional threats.

20 GUNS & GEAR
J. SCOTT RUPP

22 ESSENTIALS
JAMES TARR

Brownell’s offers kits for build-

ing your own Glock-style gun.

64 BACK PAGE  
  BEAUTIES

STAN TRZONIEC

Auto-Ordnance’s sharp-looking

case-hardened 1911.

FEATURES

26 GAME CHANGER
By JAMES TARR

The novel 5.7x28mm cartridge has been languishing in the years follow-

ing its introduction, but a new semiautomatic from Ruger could spark

renewed interest in the round.

36 REFINED 9
By BRAD FITZPATRICK

Smith & Wesson has taken the excellent M&P Shield M2.0 platform and

boosted its power with a 9mm Luger chambering—creating an excellent

home-defense or concealed-carry pistol.

44 WILD BILL RIDES AGAIN
By J. SCOTT RUPP

Uberti adds to its Outlaws & Lawmen series with an 1851 Navy Conver-

sion to honor legendary gunfighter Wild Bill Hickok. It’s as good-looking

as it is fun-shooting.

52 SECOND TO NONE
By KEITH WOOD

Nighthawk Custom’s new Vice President is an outstanding example of

what a Commander-length 1911 can be, thanks to its fine craftsmanship

and excellent feature set.

CONTENTS
JUNE/JULY 2020   |  VOLUME 34, NUMBER 3  |  PUBLISHED BIMONTHLY   |  www.handguns.com

  DEPARTMENTS

26

52

44

36

FIRING LINE  
REPORT

60 RUGER
 SECURITY-9
 W/LASER

By STAN TRZONIEC



WITH UNPARALLELED MODULARITY, STRIKER-FIRED 9MM PERFORMANCE AND OUR PATENTED  

FN LOW-PROFILE OPTICS MOUNTING SYSTEM, NOTHING DELIVERS QUITE LIKE THE FN 509® COMPACT MRD.

TAKE YOUR PERSONAL DEFENSE TO THE NEXT LEVEL TODAY BY VISITING FNAMERICA.COM 

TO FIND A TRUSTED RETAILER NEAR YOU.



4 HANDGUNS JUNE/JULY 2020

The Publisher and authors make no representations or warranties re-

garding the accuracy, completeness, and timeliness of the information 

contained in this publication. Any reliance or use of the information 

is solely at your own risk, and the authors and Publisher disclaim any 

and all liability relating thereto. Any prices given in this issue were the 

suggested prices at the press time and are subject to change.

Some advertisements in this magazine may concern products that 

are not legally for sale to California residents or residents in other 

jurisdictions.

PRESIDENT & CEO  Jim Liberatore

CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER,  

PUBLISHING & BRANDED MEDIA 

Mike Carney

EVP, GROUP PUBLISHER & OPERATIONS 

Derek Sevcik 

VP, CONSUMER MARKETING 

Peter Watt

VP, MANUFACTURING 

Deb Daniels

SENIOR DIRECTOR, PRODUCTION 

Connie Mendoza

DIRECTOR, PUBLISHING TECHNOLOGY 

Kyle Morgan

SENIOR CREATIVE DIRECTOR 

Tim Neher

OUTDOOR SPORTSMAN DIGITAL 

DIGITAL EDITOR, HUNTING 

Drew Pellman

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR, FISHING 

Jeff Simpson

FOR QUESTIONS REGARDING DIGITAL EDITIONS, 

PLEASE CONTACT  

DIGITALSUPPORT@OUTDOORSG.COM

MEDIA

OUTDOORSG.COM

FISHING

BASSFAN.COM 

FLORIDASPORTSMAN.COM 

FLYFISHERMAN.COM 

GAMEANDFISHMAG.COM 

IN-FISHERMAN.COM

HUNTING

BOWHUNTER.COM

BOWHUNTINGMAG.COM

GUNDOGMAG.COM

PETERSENSHUNTING.COM

NORTHAMERICANWHITETAIL.COM

WILDFOWLMAG.COM

SHOOTING

GUNSANDAMMO.COM

HANDGUNS.COM

RIFLESHOOTERMAG.COM

SHOOTINGTIMES.COM

FIREARMSNEWS.COM

TELEVISION

OUTDOORCHANNEL.COM

THESPORTSMANCHANNEL.COM

WORLDFISHINGNETWORK.COM

COPYRIGHT 2020 BY OUTDOOR SPORTSMAN GROUP, INC.®

HANDGUNS® IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF  

OUTDOOR SPORTSMAN GROUP IN THE UNITED STATES.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO PART OF THIS BOOK MAY 

BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION.

CZ P-10 F

     FDE

CZ-USA.COM

CZ P-10 F

     BLACK

CZ P-10 F

     OD GREEN

In addition to the

crisp trigger and

engineered ergonomics that have made the

P-10 platform a favorite, the full-size frame of the 

F brings a longer sight radius, longer barrel and 

longer grip for increased consistency and control.

THE NEW

  STANDARD



JUNE/JULY 2020 HANDGUNS 5

PUBLISHER Mike SCHOBY

EDITORIAL STAFF

EDITOR IN CHIEF J. Scott RUPP

ART DIRECTOR Heather FERRO

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER Michael ANSCHUETZ

CHIEF COPY EDITOR Michael BRECKLIN

FIREARMS EDITOR James TARR

SELF-DEFENSE EDITOR Richard NANCE

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

Bob CAMPBELL, Brad FITZPATRICK, Rick HACKER,

Payton MILLER, Stan TRZONIEC, Keith WOOD

PRODUCTION MANAGER

Kathryn MCGLOTHLEN

PRODUCTION COORDINATOR

Al ZIEGLER

ENDEMIC AD SALES

NATIONAL ENDEMIC SALES
Jim McCONVILLE (440) 791-7017

WESTERN REGION
Hutch LOONEY hutch@hlooney.com

ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER
Mark THIFFAULT (720) 630-9863

EAST COAST REGION
Pat BENTZEL (717) 695-8095

NATIONAL AD SALES

ACCOUNT DIRECTOR-DETROIT OFFICE

Kevin DONLEY (248) 798-4458

NATIONAL ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE-CHICAGO OFFICE

Carl BENSON (312) 955-0496

DIRECT RESPONSE ADVERTISING/NON-ENDEMIC

Anthony SMYTH (914) 693-8700

AN OUTDOOR SPORTSMAN GROUP® PUBLICATION

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

HANDGUNS (ISSN # 1068-2635), June/July 2020, VOLUME 34 NUMBER 3.

Published bimonthly by OUTDOOR SPORTSMAN GROUP®, 1040 6th Ave.,

12th Floor, New York, NY 10018-3703. Periodical postage paid at New York,

NY, and at additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address change

(Form 3579) to Handguns, P.O. Box 37539, Boone, IA 50037-0539. Return

undeliverable Canadian addresses to: 500 R. 46 East, Clifton, NJ 07011.

Canada Post Publications Mail Agreement No. 41405030.

SUBSCRIPTION INQUIRIES

Should you wish to change your address, order new subscriptions, or report

a problem with your current subscription, you can do so by writing Hand-

guns, P.O. Box 37539, Boone, IA 50037-0539, or e-mail us at hgscustserv@

cdsfulfillment.com, or call TOLL FREE 1-800-800-4486.

BE AWARE THAT HANDGUNS ONLY ACCEPTS SUBSCRIPTION REQUESTS

FROM AUTHORIZED AGENTS! WE MAY NOT HONOR REQUESTS FROM

UNAUTHORIZED AGENTS, AND YOU THEREFORE MAY LOSE YOUR MONEY

IF YOU BUY FROM AN UNAUTHORIZED AGENT. If you are offered a

subscription to Handguns, please call 1-800-800-4486 to determine if the

agent is authorized. For more information on subscription scams, please visit

www.ftc.gov.

Subscription rate for one year is $19.94 (U.S., APO, FPO, and U.S. posses-

sions).  Canada add $13.00 (U.S. funds) per year, includes sales tax and

GST.  Foreign add $15.00 (U.S. funds) per year.

Occasionally, our subscriber list is made available to reputable firms offer-

ing goods and services that we believe would be of interest to our readers.

If you prefer to be excluded, please send your current address label

and a note requesting to be excluded from these promotions to:

Outdoor Sportsman Group, Inc.®

1040 6th Ave, 12th Floor,

New York, NY 10018-3703

Attn: Privacy Coordinator, or email your label information and note to

privacycoordinator@outdoorsg.com

FOR REPRINTS: For Reprints/Eprints or Licensing/Permissions, please

contact:  Wright’s Media -- TOLL FREE 1 (877) 652-5295.

Printed in the U.S.A.

TRITIUM + FIBER-OPTIC XTREME 

PROFESSIONAL HANDGUN SIGHTS

DAY OR NIGHT, 
BE READY FOR THE FIGHT.

U-NOTCH REAR 

SIGHT DESIGN

Improves speed
and accuracy

ANGLED REAR SIGHT EDGE

for emergency one-hand
slide operation

HERMETICALLY 

SEALED CAPSULE 

Fully protects optics 
from oils, solvents, 
and other chemicals

CONTRASTING ORANGE 

FOCUS•LOCK RING 

for faster focus on front sight

TRITIUM + FIBER-OPTICS 

Green dots glow day and night and adapt 
to available light, for a sight picture that 
is always bright and always ready

Scan for videoWWW.TRUGLO.COM



| FRONT FOCUS 

EMAIL Handguns@OutdoorSG.com

INSTAGRAM, TWITTER @HandgunsMag

FACEBOOK facebook.com/HandgunsMag

SNAIL MAIL Handguns, P.O. Box 271245, Fort Collins, CO 80527

ADDRESS CHANGES/SUBSCRIPTION QUESTIONS

EMAIL HGScuStServ@CDSfulfillment.com

SNAIL MAIL Handguns, P.O. Box 37539, Boone, IA 50037-0539

6 HANDGUNS JUNE/JULY 2020 WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

CONTACT US

HANDGUNS.COM EXCLUSIVE

WILSON COMBAT
EDC X9L

What’s That Holster?

I’ve been a subscriber 

for several years and 

have learned a lot from 

your magazine. I am try-

ing to find the manufac-

turer of the holster that 

was on the inside cover 

of a Springfield Armory 

ad for a few months, one 

of which was the Aug./

Sep. ’19 issue.

Bruce Lemnah

You’ve got a keen eye for good holsters. It’s a Yaqui belt slide, a design 

originally conceived by Col. Jeff Cooper—inspired by a holster he’d 

seen in Central America, according to an article by Jim Wilson—and first 

executed by Milt Sparks. There are a variety of takes on this classic, and 

two companies make a version like the one you saw in the ad: DeSantis 

Holsters (shown) and Galco.

More Love for the .45 ACP Revolver

I have a Brazilian .45 ACP revolver (referencing gun

above, which appeared in “Speedloads,” Feb./March

issue) I bought when I was taking gunsmithing at Las-

sen College. It was a little rough, so I bead-blasted it,

reblued it and installed Pachmayr grips. The worn

Brazilian crest is the only clue that it’s not nearly

new. It shoots to point of aim and is very accurate.

As an old retired law enforcement officer, I wouldn’t

hesitate to carry it as a duty weapon.

Tom handy

  HANDGUNS.COM | ARTICLES YOU MIGHT HAVE MISSED

CUSTOM BFR KEL-TEC CP33

Col. Jeff Cooper, 1920-2006
May marks the 100th anniversary 

of Col. Dean “Jeff” Cooper’s birth. 

It’s fair to say no one has had a 

more lasting influence on modern 

pistolcraft. He held a bachelor’s 

from Stanford and a master’s in 

history from UC Riverside, but it 

was his service in the Marines that 

was to make him an icon in the 

firearms world. 

While stationed at Quantico, 

Virginia, he gained an apprecia-

tion of the 1911, and in time he 

developed what is known as the 

Modern Technique of pistol shoot-

ing—the precepts of which are 

still taught at the famous Gunsite 

Academy, which he founded. The 

technique stressed a two-hand 

hold (not common in those days), 

a Weaver stance and a large pistol, 

preferably a 1911.

TAKE OUR POLL
WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE DEFENSIVE CALIBER?

.38 Special

9mm Luger

.40 S&W

.45 ACP

Other



TV

Airing on the Sportsman Channel
Mondays @ 8 p.m. ET and Tuesdays @ 5 p.m. ET

<<< We take a closer look at the Marlin 

1895 Dark Series At The Range.  We 

feature another historical Marlin firearm 

to celebrate 150 years.  In the Pros vs. 

Joes competition, Jesse Harrison gives 

cameraman Matt Young all that he can 

handle at the heavy duty dueling tree.

<<< We have the Davidson’s exclusive 

Sig Sauer P320 Stars & Stripes Coy-

ote 9mm At The Range.  We tests SBR 

Function & Ammo in New Mexico in our 

Ballistic Science feature.

APRIL 

13th
2020

APRIL 

20th
2020

APRIL 

27th
2020

<<< We have the Springfield Armory 

M1A Tanker .308 Win. At The Range.  

We test applied ballistics in New Mexico 

in our Ballistic Science feature.  We con-

tinue our Marlin 150th anniversary with 

a look at the Marlin Model 44 cutdown 

shotgun.







PRIME NUMBER
SMITH & WESSON’S MODEL 13 WAS A COMBAT CLASSIC BACK IN THE DAY.

By Payton Miller

SMITH & WESSON’S HUGELY SUCCESS-

ful Military & Police service re-

volver morphed into the Model 10 

in 1957—when the company began 

numbering its models. It’s since 

served as the launching pad for a 

head-spinning array of handguns.

Barrel lengths/configurations, 

calibers, sight types and finishes 

may change, but the basic template 

has always been a medium-frame 

revolver featuring either a round or 

square butt.

The .357 Magnum made its medi-

um-frame, mid-1950s debut in the 

Model 19—a beautiful, adjustable-

sighted revolver envisioned by its 

champion, Bill Jordan, as the ulti-

mate law-enforcement tool. In 1974, 
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however, a down-and-dirty, fixed-

sight, heavy-barreled .357 variation 

on the Model 10 theme appeared: 

the Model 13.

Originally a square-butt four-

inch gun, it was followed later by a 

three-inch round-butt version that 

has the distinction of being the last 

FBI-issue revolver before the Great 

Semiauto Takeover. 

Oddly enough, the Model 13’s 

stainless twin, the Model 65, actu-

ally preceded it by a couple of years, 

and the first Smith I ever owned 

was a Model 65. I liked it, but I was 

less than enchanted with the fact 

it was stainless steel, a bit of retro 

snobbery that sparked a long, long 

search for a Model 13. Apparently, 

I had some competing soulmates in 

the carbon steel/blued department 

because it took me quite a spell.

When I found it, there was one 

kicker. It had a square butt. I knew 

enough about the Model 13 to know 

that the cataloged three-inch guns 

of FBI fame all had round butts.

Well, a bit of consultation with 

gun writer Massad Ayoob provided 

the answer. Seems Smith & Wesson 

made a limited run of square-butt 

three-inch guns for an Australian 

agency—some of which managed to 

filter back here to the States.

The fact that it was a three-inch 

made it instantly more desirable. 

I’m a sucker for three-inch Smiths 

in either J- or K-frame configura-
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tion. Many hot hours slaving over 

a chronograph have shown me the 

velocity increase from a two- to a 

three-inch barrel is considerably 

more significant than that between 

a three- and four-inch barrel—par-

ticularly with +P .38s in the 125- to 

158-grain weight range. With .357s? 

I don’t much care. My days of shoot-

ing high-test magnums out of any-

thing smaller than a Marlin lever 

action are pretty much done.

And there’s one more argument 

for a three-inch gun over the clas-

sic three-inch snubbie: The added 

stretch of sight radius makes the 

sight picture much more forgiving.

The sights are fixed and pretty 

much bulletproof, so a bit of fooling

around with different loads is re-

quired in order to find a reasonable

compromise between point of aim

with point of impact.

My used Model 13 was one of 

those “carried a lot, shot a little” 

specimens that make it possible for 

Smith & Wesson nuts to own more 

long-out-of-production classics 

than they could otherwise afford.

Mine was far from pristine, but 

I didn’t care. It had a couple of 

desirable old-school features as 

far as I was concerned—namely a 

blued finish, a pinned barrel (Smith 

& Wesson began crush-fitting its 

barrels in the early 1980s) and that 

square butt. It also had a factory 

bobbed hammer that appealed to 

me, as it would force me to work on 

double-action shooting.

I chose 20 feet as the yardage to 

check the zero on those low-profile 

fixed sights. Since I’d installed 

a lighter trigger return spring—

a Wolff spring I bought from 

Brownells—the double-action pull 

weight on my Model 13 was just a 

hair over six pounds and smooth as 

butter.

I decided to stick with two loads

that would be period- appropri-

ate selections from the Model 13’s 

heyday. Back in the mid-1970s, 

during the final law enforcement 

pre-9mm hurrah for the .38 Special, 

there were two preeminent loads 

for those who didn’t like .357s. One 

was the so-called “Treasury load,” 

a 110-grain jacketed hollowpoint; 

the other was the “FBI load,” a +P 

158-grain lead semi-wadcutter hol-

lowpoint.

My Aussie Model 13 preferred the 

FBI load from Buffalo Bore over 

some vintage Super Vel 110-grain 

jacketed hollowpoints—marked 

“Police Only.” This was fine by me. 

I’ve always thought a 125-grain

minimum was preferable for any 

.38/.357.

What was also gratifying was 

the fact it shot generic 130-grain 

full-metal-jacket ammo at about 

the same point of impact as most 

125-grain +P jacketed hollow-

points. Unfortunately, it didn’t 

shoot my handloaded 148-grain 

wadcutters worth a whoop. But 

that’s a small price to pay for such a 

handy, packable chunk of a vintage 

service revolver.

My gun was manufactured in 

1979—which, at my age, doesn’t 

seem all that vintage. The Model 13 

was discontinued in 1998, but it’s 

still worth looking for.

<

Miller’s three-inch Model 13 sports a bobbed hammer and service-type
stocks. It was, he said, “carried a lot and shot a little.” <  Twenty-yard groups 
with 158-grain lead semi-wadcatter (c. cartridge) were solid.  
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STREAMLIGHT SWITCHES IT UP

SIDE-MOUNT HIGH LOW

STREAMLIGHT IS ALWAYS PUSHING

forward with its products, and this 

year is no different. There’s a lot 

going on in Eagleville, Pennsylva-

nia, and I wanted to focus on what 

I think is a big deal: the company’s 

new A-series switches.

I’ve had a TLR-8G light/green 

laser mounted on my bedroom gun, 

a Smith & Wesson M&P9 2.0 Com-

pact, for about a year, and I’ve been 

happy with it except for one thing: 

It’s not easy for me to operate the 

unit’s side-mounted switch.

I can do it, sure, but it requires 

readjusting my hands from a true 

firing grip. My wife, who has longer 

fingers, doesn’t have the same prob-

lem, so I’ve just trained with it to 

the point it doesn’t pose an issue. 

Now this same light/laser is avail-

able with two new rear-mounted 

switches: one low and one high, 

both of which are ambidextrous.

They’re packaged together in the 

new TLR-8A G Flex ($450 suggested 

retail), and they’re easily changed 

by removing three screws on the 

back of the unit and swapping one 

switch with the other.

The company sent me a high-

switch version of the TLR-8A G to 

try, and it turned out to be a game 

changer. I can easily activate the 

unit with my support-hand thumb or 

the tip of my trigger finger.

Streamlight also sent the new 

TLR-9 Flex ($240) for use in our 

upcoming season of “Handguns & 

Defensive Weapons.” The TLR-9 

is a 1,000-lumen weapon light for 

full-size pistols—one with a wide 

beam designed for clearing rooms, 

searching alleys and such.

I mounted it on my Springfield 

XD Tactical and installed the low 

switch on it (Flex package units 

come with the high switch in-

stalled). The low switch doesn’t suit 

my shooting style as well as the high 

one, but it will for some people.

The Flex package is also avail-

able for the TLR-7 and -8 (red laser), 

and both of these—as well as the 

TLR-8G— will still be available 

with side-mounted switches, and 

that make sense because plenty of 

people like that type of switch. Note 

you can’t retrofit the A rear switch-

es onto non-A series TLRs. The new 

TLR-9 will be solely a rear-switch 

light, so there won’t be a separate A 

series for it.—J. Scott Rupp

TLR-8A G TLR-9
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WHEN I SPOKE WITH KEN D’ARCY, 

Remington’s new CEO, I was impressed 

with his no-BS approach to getting 

the company back on the right track. 

America’s oldest gun maker has been put 

through the ringer the past few years, and 

nobody knows that better than D’Arcy, 

who has previously served on Reming-

ton’s board of directors.

Job one, he said, was getting the com-

pany back on a solid financial footing, and 

he plans to consolidate the firm’s opera-

tions. But moreover, he sees the path to 

success as building quality products.

“If you look at any successful company, 

they have a quality product,” he said. “You 

need to bring new products to the market 

on a regular basis, and these have to be 

quality products. They don’t always have 

to be innovative, but they’ve got to be 

good.”

Further, it’s about rebuilding a culture. 

“It has to start on the [production] line,” 

he said. “With somebody who looks at 

something and says, ‘That’s not right.’ 

It’s about putting pride back into the best 

firearms company in the world.”

While he intends to move the company 

toward doing fewer things and doing 

them better, he was enthusiastic about 

Remington’s handgun efforts—which he 

recognizes as an important part of the 

firm’s legacy. He hinted that future offer-

ings might include revolvers, which makes 

sense since wheelguns were Remington’s 

first firearms sold to the civilian market, 

as early as 1856.—JSR

A CHAT WITH REM-
INGTON’S NEW CEO
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SKILLS DRILLS | BY J. SCOTT RUPP

CLOSING THE GAP

WITH TODAY’S THREAT OF ACTIVE 

shooters ever present, being able to 

shoot at distance can be an impor-

tant skill. Similarly, the ability to 

hit a target when you’re physically 

challenged could make a big differ-

ence in such a situation.

GEAR No special gear

DRILL This one requires some 

room. Place an IPSC target or eight-

inch paper plate against a safe 

backstop. From 50 yards, engage 

the target with five rounds. Move 

quickly but safely to 25 yards and 

engage the target with another five 

rounds. Move quickly but safely to 

10 yards and engage the target with 

another five rounds. If your carry 

gun is a revolver or semiauto with 

limited capacity, you’ll have to per-

form at least one reload.

GOALS Get hits—period. You 

want to see how well you can shoot 

farther out and how well you can 

execute shots when you’re breath-

ing at least a little hard. You’re also 

learning safety: You’ve got to keep 

your finger out of the trigger guard 

when moving. As always, start slow-

ly. Work on marksmanship and safe 

gun handling first and foremost.

You can add target stands or simi-

lar to represent cover at the 25- and 

10-yard points. Move to these to en-

gage the target and do any reloads. 

Additional targets at the backstop 

can help you tell how well you’re 

hitting at the longer distances.
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PLAN THE SCAN 
WHEN AND HOW TO SEARCH FOR ADDITIONAL THREATS.

IF YOU’VE EVER TAKEN A DEFENSIVE 

shooting course, you’ve seen 

him—the student who, upon firing, 

immediately snaps his head sharply 

over one shoulder then the other, as 

if posing for the camera. Scanning 

one’s environment for additional 

threats after a shooting is impor-

tant, but many people seem to be 

more concerned with how they look 

during the scan than what they are 

actually seeing. Let’s consider the 

why and how behind scanning.

It’s well established that during 

a deadly encounter our bodies will 

undergo numerous physiological 

changes as part of our hardwired

fight-or-flight response. One of the

most significant effects is the loss

of peripheral vision, a phenomenon

commonly referred to as tunnel 

vision. This occurs because we be-

come hyperfocused on whatever we 

perceive to be a threat.

Tunnel vision can help us tell if 

the black object in a person’s hand 

is a cell phone or a pistol. It can help 

us block out all distractions and 

focus exclusively on eliminating the 

threat we’re facing. But there’s an 

obvious downside to having a tightly 

focused field of view. Since crimi-

nals often travel in groups, being 

too focused on one could leave you 

vulnerable to the others. Hence, the 

need to scan your environment.

A common error is for shooters 

to start scanning too soon. Before 

their front sight has even settled 

from recoil, they are taking their 

eyes and muzzle off the target they 

just shot to search for the next. This 

won’t cost you on the range when 

the targets are made of paper, but 

when the bad guys are flesh and 

blood and their guns are real, as-

 | EN GARDE | By RICHARD NANCE 

suming the person you shot is out of

the fight could be a fatal error. Only 

after confirming the known threat is 

stopped should you consider scan-

ning for more threats.

There are two broad categories of 

scanning techniques. One method 

involves turning your head indepen-

dent of your gun, which remains in 

a neutral position. The other entails 

moving your head and the muzzle 

of your handgun as a unit, with the 

goal being to always keep your gun 

between you and whatever threat 

you may face.

Scanning by turning your head 

without moving the gun prevents you 

from potentially pointing your gun 

at someone it shouldn’t be pointed 

at. This technique also enables you 

to keep your gun close to your body, 

where you are better able to control 

it than if your arms were extended.

Having your gun at the ready in 

front of your body allows you to 

drive the gun directly to a threat. 

By turning at the waist and looking

over your shoulder, you can scan the 

area behind you.

It’s hard to dispute the validity of 

keeping your muzzle between you 

and whoever is threatening you. 

That’s why many advocate scanning 

with your gun instead of just with 

your head. However, when scanning, 

you obviously don’t know where a 

threat may be. For example, if you 

start scanning to the left only to 

realize there’s an assailant to the 

right, your gun is far from being 

between you and that threat.

In such case, you’d have been bet-

ter off to have your gun in a neutral 

position, where it’s closer to the 

threat. Not only would this allow 

you to get on target faster, it would 

minimize the likelihood of swinging 

past the target.

Conversely, if the threat was lo-

cated in the direction in which you 

started your scan, you’d be on target 

faster than if you had scanned 

<

 It’s important to scan and do it right, but you shouldn’t take your eyes off
the original threat until you’re certain that threat has been neutralized.
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M&P SHIELD
®

PROTECTION
MADE EASY

EASY TO RACK, EASIER TO PROTECT.
THE EVOLUTION OF THE EVERYDAY CARRY PISTOL, MADE EASY.

NEW

EASY TO RACK 

EASY TO PACK 

EASY TO SHOOT

EASY TO LOAD

EASY TO CLEAN

SAFETIES BUILT-IN

M&P® 9 SHIELD™ EZ®

M2.0™ SERIES PISTOL 
8+1
CAPACITY

NOW IN

9mm

❱❱❱❱ VISIT YOUR LOCAL RETAILER 
TO FEEL HOW EASY IT IS TO RACK. 

YOU’LL BE AMAZED.

SMITH-WESSON.COM



with only your gun in a neutral 

position.

Scanning with your gun and head 

together may require you to lower 

your arms slightly to ensure you 

have a clear view of a potential 

assailant’s hands and his waist. 

A weapon in hand can kill, and a 

weapon concealed along the waist 

can be drawn in the blink of an eye. 

When scanning with a weapon-

mounted light, bring the gun close to 

your body and keep it parallel to the 

ground so you’re illuminating the 

threat and not the ground.

Since we don’t have eyes in the 

back of our heads, we are most vul-

nerable to an attack from the rear. 

As such, it’s imperative to “check 

your six.” A good way to reinforce 

this habit—and make sure the shoot-

er is seeing as opposed to merely 

turning his head and looking—is for 

someone standing behind the firing 

line to hold up a certain number of 

fingers. If you conducted a proper 

scan, you’ll be able to tell you how 

many fingers were displayed.

After identifying a potential 

threat from behind, you need to 

get in position to address it. Merely 

looking over your shoulder leaves 

you compromised. A better plan 

might be to step forward into the 

area you know is safe, then turn 

your entire body 180 degrees—as 

opposed to just turning your head.

The former puts you in a balanced 

position from which to fight. Turn-

ing in this manner also creates a 

buffer so you are moving away as 

opposed to directly into an attack.

In a real-life situation, you need 

to make sure the known threat is 

neutralized before scanning for 

unknown threats. Make sure you 

aren’t just posing but actually scan-

ning to find a threat. Finally, make 

sure you’re in position to defend 

yourself should an additional threat 

be detected.
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BUY NOW AT FEDERALPREMIUM.COM

Confidence, it’s the most effective round ever developed, and only Federal¨ Ammunition can arm 

you with the tools you need to keep you and your loved ones safe. Only Federal provides the knowledge,  

the training, the guidance and the ballistic performance of the most trusted ammunition anywhere. 

YOUR PARTNER IN PROTECTION

See the full line of ammunition  

at federalpremium.com

©2020 Federal Cartridge Company

NEW



GOLD DOT CARRY GUN

 | GUNS & GEAR | By J. SCOTT RUPP

<

Designed for compacts and subcompacts, Carry Gun employs modified Gold Dot G2 bullets in lighter grain 

weights to provide reliable expansion and barrier performance out of shorter barrels. The Gold Dot G2 features a 

shallow, dished nose filled with elastomer, which prevents the nose from filling with clothing or debris, and the 

bullet’s construction ensures jacket and core won’t separate. The three loads are 135-grain 9mm (1,120 fps), 

165-grain .40 (1,150) and 200-grain .45 ACP +P (1,130).

{$29–$34, speer-ammo.com}

< WILSON COMBAT ACP

While it’s still a hand-built gun, the American Combat Pistol series doesn’t offer as 

many customer options—hence it’s less expensive than Wilson’s other pistols. The 

ACP is available in 9mm and .45 in full-size (five-inch), Commander (4.25-inch) and 

Compact (4.0-inch) configurations. Features include carbon steel frame, Eagle Claw 

frontstrap and mainspring housing serrations; Bullet Proof thumb and grip safeties 

and magazine release; and contoured mag well. Customers can choose finish, sights 

and grips. All come with an accuracy guarantee.

{$2,495 (.45), $2,595 (9mm); Wilsoncombat.com}

< SMITH & WESSON NIGHT GUARD ELITE

At just six inches long and 0.84 inch in diameter, the Elite has a 350-lumen output of white LED and 

a 100-meter beam distance. It has an aerospace aluminum body and features tail-cap operation, 

with high and low modes. The Elite runs off two AA batteries, and runtime is 1.8 hours. A pocket clip 

makes it handy for everyday carry. What’s even handier about this light is the price.

{$20, smith-Wesson.com}

MEPROLIGHT FT BULLSEYE<
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BIRCHWOOD CASEY 3D SILHOUETTE

Up your training game with these realistic 3D targets that help you work on shot placement. Several 

styles are available, and they all feature a mounting tab. Dimensions are 21.5x14x4.7 inches, and 

because they’re made from soft recycled material, they can be used on most ranges.

{$13 (3-pack), birchWoodcasey.com}

<

Look, Ma—no front sight. This self-powered, low-profile sight combines a fiber-optic 

circle and tritium dot to create a sight that’s great for use in any lighting condition. 

Its design eliminates the need for a front sight, which makes it super-fast to use. The 

Bullseye FT easily installs on dovetails for various pistols made by CZ, Glock, HK, SIG, 

S&W, Springfield and more, and it will accommodate most existing holsters. The night-

time illumination is guaranteed for 12 years. Available in red or green.

{$170 (varies by model), meprolight.com}



9MM LUGER (15 + 1 AND 17 + 1) • 10-ROUND VERSION AVAILABLE • 4” BARREL • 25 OZ 

REFINED DESIGN.  

STRIKING PERFORMANCE.
The all-new Taurus® G3 delivers an extraordinary new take on the  

traditional striker fired pistol—packing more innovation, more features  

and more punch into a range-friendly, full-size polymer frame.

TaurusUSA.com/G3



ROLL YOUR OWN
BROWNELLS IS YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP TO BUILD A GLOCK-PATTERN PISTOL.

BROWNELLS IS THE THE LARGEST RE-

tailer of firearms accessories in this 

country. In recent years it has also 

started selling complete firearms, 

but where it has always excelled is 

in offering gun parts. In the past few 

years the company has begun selling 

“Brownells”-branded parts and ac-

cessories, made in-house.

Last year it began offering 

Brownells-branded Glock-pattern 

slides and barrels, and currently it 

has two Brownells-exclusive Poly-

mer80 frame models to complete your 

build.

It seemed to me like it was time

to build my own gun as I’d never

done it before. I obtained a full-size

Polymer80 frame from Brownells, as

well as just about every other part I’d

need to build my own Glock 17-size

pistol—all without requiring the

services of an FFL.

If you’re a bit behind the curve

when it comes to 80-percent lower

receivers, here’s the short version.

Per the Gun Control Act of 1968, it

is perfectly legal for an otherwise

unlicensed private citizen to manu-

facture a firearm for themselves,

provided it is for their personal use

and not for resale. Such firearms do

not even need to have serial numbers.

However, most people do not have

the tools or the skill to manufacture

their own guns, which has always

been the limiting factor. Enter the

“80-percent” companies, of which

Polymer80 is the largest.

As long as the frame of a firearm

is no more than 80 percent complete

when you purchase it, it is still not

a firearm. Once it is fully machined,

as long as you don’t give or sell this

completed frame/firearm to another

person, it is not legally required to

 | ESSENTIALS | By JAMES TARR

have a serial number.

Brownells sells several exclusive

versions of the compact and full-

size Polymer80 frames with the new

aggressive texture in black, gray,

coyote, flat dark earth and OD green.

I secured a black full-size frame,

technically the PF940v2. This has an

aggressive texture and works only

with Glock Gen 3 parts. It sports a flat

backstrap and a grip angle closer to

that of a 1911.

The complete kit comes with a

frame, finishing jig, drill bits and all

the P80-specific parts you’ll need for

the build. You will still need a lower

parts kit—trigger unit, slide stop,

magazine release, etc.—to complete

the build, as well as a top end. These

frame kits normally retail for $150

but seem to go on sale frequently.

There is a metal plate in the frame

if, at some point, you want or need to

add a serial number.

After having gone through the pro-

cess, I would recommend that unless

you’re intimately familiar with the

Glock design and can strip a pistol

down to the smallest part, you should

educate yourself before attempting

this build, as even Polymer80s de-

tailed instructions have a few gaps.

Installing the parts in the frame

took me more time than machining it.

When in doubt, perhaps track down

some Glock disassembly/assembly

videos online before diving in.

To get this 80-percent frame to 100

percent, you will have to drill three

pin holes in the sides of the receiver,

mill off excess material from the top

of the frame and mill out the barrel

block where the recoil spring guide

sits. Polymer80 provides three drill

bits and a drilling jig, and it recom-

mends the use of both a hand drill

and a drill press. You’ll also need a

vise to hold the drilling jig.

Most people do not have access to

a drill press, and I know people have

machined P80 frames successfully

just using hand tools, so I decided

to do everything using just a Dremel

tool and a hand drill.

<

fixture, drill bits, and all the P80-specific parts you’ll need to get your frame 
ready for a lower parts kit.
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NEW

30-30 Win
450 Bushmaster
45-70 Govt
PLUS THE

300 Blackout

800-338-3220 | HORNADY.COM

¨

 R I F L E  L O A D S  

F E A T U R E  P A T E N T E D

NEW

9mm Luger
40 S&W
45 Auto

XTP

H A N D G U N L O A D S

F E A T U R E P R O V E N

Hornady® has made a revolutionary breakthrough — without breaking 

the sound barrier. Hornady® Subsonic Ammunition represents the 

first truly reliable expanding subsonic ammunition line. Suppressed or 

unsuppressed, these loads are easy and fun to shoot but still deliver 

excellent terminal performance.

• Optimized for performance at subsonic velocities

• Unique powders result in low-flash signature

• Great for plinking, target shooting or hunting

For ammunition that delivers big results without  

a big bang, the only choice is Hornady® Subsonic.

S U B S O N I C  A M M U N I T I O N

SHHH...TELL EVERYONE



When drilling out the pin holes,

do not go all the way through both 

sides of the frame. Do one side, then

the other. As these pins don’t just 

go through your fresh pin holes but

through steel parts, slight angling er-

rors on your part usually don’t cause

problems.

The excess material on the top of

the frame is easy to remove. It sticks

out above the drilling jig framework

and prevents a slide from mating with

the frame. You could use a knife or

a Dremel with a grinding wheel to 

remove the excess. Any imperfec-

tions will be hidden once the slide is

installed.

As for the channel for the recoil 

spring and its guide rod, you have 

to remove a circular area, going in

from the front of the frame/jig. The

material to be removed is clearly 

<

 While it’s recommended to use a 
drill press, Tarr was able to drill the 
pin holes in the P80 frame by hand 
with a Dremel tool.

marked. The 9mm drill bit Polymer80 

provides is exactly the right size, and 

if you’re using a drill press that’s the 

way to go.

With a hand drill, however, because 

that fat drill bit doesn’t have a point-

ed but rather flat tip, it wants to skip 

around. So I improvised. I used one 

of my own drill bits with a pointed 

tip and a narrower diameter to drill 

the initial hole, then expanded it to 

the proper size, using the side of a 

narrow drill bit as a crude grinding 

wheel.

Factory Glock frames have the 

steel slide rails embedded in the 

frame. That’s not an option with the 

Polymer80 frame, so it has developed 

workarounds. The locking block on 

the P80 frame also incorporates the 

forward frame rails. There is a drop-

in stainless steel rear rail module 

(RMR) that cradles the trigger hous-

ing at the rear of the frame.

Drilling and machining the frame 

took me 10 minutes, tops, and was 

shockingly simple. You’ll spend far 

more time installing the parts into 

your frame and slide than you will 

drilling and grinding on the frame.

As for slides and frames, Brownells 

 | ESSENTIALS
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Brownells sells its own billet-ma-
chined stainless steel slides and
match-grade Glock-pattern barrels to
finish off your frame.

has something for everyone. Its slides 

are machined from billet 17-4 stain-

less steel and given a nitride finish. 

It has wraparound serrations and 

is machined internally to factory 

dimensions. You have your choice 

of standard or RMR-cut slides. My 

full-length slide was made for stan-

dard iron sights, but with a window 

machined into the top ($214).

You’ll need a slide completion 

kit. There are a number of different 

options available, I bought one from 

Glock ($90). Every piece and part on 

a Glock can be installed and removed 

with a simple punch, and the same 

is true of the striker channel liner in 

the slide, but I recommend a channel 

liner installation tool. You can find 

them for under $10.

Brownells makes match-grade 

drop-in barrels of 416R stainless 

steel for Glocks. These have a nitride 

finish and are button-rifled so you 

can use lead bullets safely. They’re 

offered for G17 and G19—generations 

one through four—standard length or 

extended threaded (1/2x28) versions. 

My standard-length G17 barrel has a 

suggested retail price of $155.

To finish the frame I had a frame 

completion parts kit on hand, but if 

you wanted to buy one, they start at 

$50 and go up from there. I installed 

a set of RAM night sights from XS 

Sights ($140).

Once finished and assembled, I 

found the slide/barrel fit was re-

ally tight. Lubing it generously and 

cycling the slide by hand 50 or so 

times before I headed to the range 

smoothed it out considerably, and 

live-fire smoothed it out even more. 

So far, I’ve got 200 rounds through 

the pistol without a malfunction. It is 

still tight, which I like, and at least as 

accurate as any factory-built Glock 

I’ve tested.

Is building your own cheaper than 

buying a factory gun? Actually, no, 

but you get to build the exact gun you 

want from the ground up, and this is 

your gun, built by you, nobody else.



THE NEW RUGER-57 LOOKS TO PUT A CHARGE INTO 

THE 5.7X28MM PISTOL MARKET—AND YOU KNOW 

YOU WANT ONE.

GAME
CHANGER

BY JAMES TARR



Y
ou just can’t talk about the new 

Ruger-57 pistol without cover-

ing a little history, so let’s very 

briefly roll things back a couple 

decades. In 1990 FN developed 

the 5.7x28mm cartridge in conjunction 

with its select-fire P90 PDW, similar to 

what John Browning did with the .45 

ACP and the 1911. With the P90, the FN 

engineers wanted to create a firearm 

for military and law enforcement that 

was easier to shoot than a traditional 

handgun and would penetrate soft body 

armor (dedicated armor-piercing ammo 

is not available commercially) but was 

substantially smaller and lighter than a 

traditional rifle.

Once the P90 was introduced, the 

engineers then started looking for alter-

nate platforms for the interesting new 

cartridge. They ultimately realized that 

while it was long, the cartridge would 

still fit into the grip of a traditional 

handgun. Thus, in 1998, the FN Five-

seveN pistol was born.

It’s taken more than 20 years for an-

other major gun company to introduce a

pistol chambered in this cartridge, but

that day is finally here with the Ru-

ger-57 (pronounced “five seven”).

Before we dive into the ballistics of

the curious little 5.7x28mm cartridge,

let’s look at the pistol itself. Externally,

the Ruger-57 looks like a stretched Se-

curity-9, with a few unique features.
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GAME CHANGER

This is a polymer-framed pistol,

but it is not striker-fired. It is a

single-action pistol with an internal

hammer.

There is an ambidextrous

1911-style thumb safety that blocks

the movement of the trigger: up for

Safe, down for Fire. The safety can

be engaged when the hammer is not

cocked, and the long lever, while

narrow, is easy to work with your

thumb. There is also a safety lever on

the trigger to prevent impact-related

accidental discharges.

This pistol appears stretched

because it sports a 4.94-inch barrel

to get as much as possible out of the

bottleneck high-velocity cartridge.

Why 4.94 inches? Ruger says it’s be-
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cause the slide has a recessed breech

face, so the distance between the

breech face in the slide and the tip of

the barrel is actually 5.0 inches.

The slide is alloy steel with a black

oxide finish. There is a lightening cut

in the top of the slide, and aggressive

cocking serrations front and back.

The pistol has a relatively robust

recoil spring. For its size, this pistol

is surprisingly light. With an empty

magazine in place, it weighs just 24.5

ounces.

The front sight is a tall steel post

with a green fiber-optic insert. The

rear sight is plain black and steel. It

is fully adjustable for windage and

elevation. Both sights are dovetailed

into place.

<

 The 5.7x28mm cartridge (c.) flanked by a .223 Remington (l.) and a 9mm  
(r.). It is long for a pistol cartridge, but it’s narrow so the gun’s grip is still 
quite comfortable.

As the FN Five-seveN is the only 

other traditional handgun on the 

market chambered in the 5.7x28mm 

cartridge, comparisons are unavoid-

able. One clear difference between 

these two pistols is the Ruger’s 

ability to mount a red dot. The Ru-

ger’s slide forward of the rear sight 

is drilled and tapped for an optic 

adapter plate, available separately 

at ShopRugeR.com. Currently, the only 

plate available fits Burris and Vortex 

red dots. The magazine release is 

also reversible, whereas the FN 

pistol’s is not.

This Ruger-57 is fed by 20-round 

magazines. The magazines have steel 

bodies and polymer base plates, and 

two are provided with the pistol. 

If you live in a state with magazine 

restrictions, Ruger sells a version of 

this pistol with 10-round magazines. 

Because the 5.7x28mm cartridge is 

quite long, so is the grip of the pistol. 

However, the cartridge is also nar-

row, and the grip of this pistol is nar-

rower than most double-stack 9mm 

handguns, so it doesn’t feel big in 

your hand. That said, most everyone 

will have to rotate the pistol in their 

hand to reach the magazine release. 

The polymer frame has ample 

sections of moderately aggressive 

texturing, and you will not have to 

worry about it moving in your hand. 

At the front of the frame is a long, 

five-slot Picatinny-style rail for 

mounting lights or lasers.

Since this pistol’s introduction, the 

most common criticism I’ve heard 

is, “Great, Ruger’s introduced a 

pistol that no one was asking for.” My 

response to those complaints: What 

kind of firearm could you possibly 

want that Ruger isn’t already mak-

ing?

Before developing this pistol, 

Ruger looked at the marketplace and 

tried to identify segments where it 

didn’t have a presence or where its 

products were under-represented. 

In examining the market, it realized 

there was only one handgun cham-

bered for the 5.7x28mm cartridge, 

and it was far from inexpensive.

<

 The Ruger-57 looks a lot like a Security-9. It has an excellent trigger and a 
reversible magazine release. Tarr found the slide stop hard to use as a slide 
release.



first round, not an ounce of creep is felt. As Potter explained 
it, “The benefit of this is that for any production pistol, the
holes in the frame are not in perfect alignment. That makes
it very difficult to get a good trigger pull with no creep. This
eliminates that.”
The trigger breaks cleanly at 3 3/4 to 4 pounds and resets
flawlessly for round after round. If a shooter didn’t know
any better, they would swear this was a gunsmithed trigger
job.

“The trigger is absolutely phenomenal,” Potter added. “I
can’t tell the difference between a finely gunsmithed trigger
and this trigger.”

Nighthawk Custom has delivered the first truly drop-in
trigger. For the first time, novice gunsmiths and tinkerers
can give their 1911 the feel and performance of an expertly
gunsmithed trigger job, with the pistol never leaving their
home.

877-268-4867

NIGHTHAWKCUSTOM.COM

AGENT2
COMMANDER

• Forged Commander Frame with Lightened Recon Rail
• Match Grade 9mm/.45ACP Bushing Barrel
• Faceted Slide with Side Windows
• Agency Front and Rear Cocking Serrations
• Extended, Faceted, and Angled Magazine Catch
• One-Piece Mainspring Housing/Magwell
• Smoke Cerakote Finish
• Solid Black Heinie Ledge Rear Sight
• Nighthawk Fiber Optic Front Sight
• Railscales G10 Grips
• Crowned Flush-Cut Barrel
• Nighthawk/Agency Custom Trigger

FEATURES

As with all parts of society, the gun industry is evolving as
technology continues to grow. Firearms are becoming light-
er, smaller, more durable, more accurate and more versatile
than ever. The leaps forward in firearm technology won’t be
slowing down, either. But not every platform has reaped the
rewards of increased technology.
The 1911 model has largely been left behind when it comes
to innovation. After all, it’s called “1911” for a reason. It’s been
in service for over a century. John Moses Browning’s design
has remained relevant yet left little room for evolving.
Nighthawk Custom, makers of top-of-the-line, high-end
1911 pistols, has produced the first giant leap forward in
1911 technology, the Drop-In Trigger System.

“It is absolutely phenomenal,” exclaimed Rob Potter, lead in-
structor at RRT Firearms Training in Lakebay, Wash. “I took
one look at it and knew Nighthawk Custom had hit it out of
the park on this one. Your entire ignition system on a 1911 is
replaced by a cassette-style drop-in trigger. It is very simple.”

The Drop-In Trigger System, or DTS as it is called, is a self-con-
tained unit that took many years of development. The tra-
ditional sear, disconnector, and springs have been removed
from the equation. Inside the steel housing of the DTS unit,
a new disconnector, sear, hammer, and hammerstrut are as-
sembled with independent springs for both the disconnec-
tor and sear. The traditional sear spring is replaced by a grip
safety spring featuring a single leg.
Installation is completed in around 10 minutes and then the
true brilliance of the DTS is put on display. Squeezing off the
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The first time I laid hands on,

much less fired, an FN Five-seveN

pistol, it was over a decade ago. I was

surprised by two things: As light as

the pistol was, felt recoil was less 

than that of a 9mm, and the pis-

tol’s slide was polymer—well, steel

wrapped with polymer, but still.

As “different” as the Ruger-57 

looks, it still has a much more tradi-

tional handgun appearance than the 

FN, while having the same magazine 

capacity and being roughly half the 

cost. Suggested retail price for the 

Ruger-57 is $799. The current sug-

gested retail for the FN Five-seveN is 

$1,435, and even though I suspect FN 

shortly will be quietly dropping the 

price of the Five-seveN, that’s still 

not even close.

Now to the caliber. The 5.7x28mm 

cartridge has a bottleneck design, 

which is uncommon when it comes to 

pistol cartridges. Think of it as a two-

thirds-size .223 Remington and you’ll 

have a good idea of both its looks and 

its performance. For reference, over-

all length of a 9mm cartridge is 1.169 

inches, a .45 ACP is 1.275 inches, and 

the 5.7x28mm has an overall length 

of 1.594 inches. A .223 Remington has 

an overall length of 2.26 inches.

Current 5.7x28mm loads offer 

bullets between 28 and 40 grains in 

weight, running between 1,650 and 

2,000 fps out of a handgun-length 

barrel. Most 40-grain loads will do 

roughly 1,700 fps.

For this article I thought it 

would be appropriate to compare 

the 5.7x28mm cartridge to the two 

cartridges that are most similar in 

performance, the proprietary .22 

TCM from Rock Island Armory and 

the .22 Winchester Magnum Rimfire. 

With all of these cartridges, you 
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 There’s a lightening cut in the top of the Ruger-57’s slide, aggressive 
forward serrations and a fiber-optic insert in the tall front sight.
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are flinging a .22 caliber bullet 

downrange, and all of these car-

tridges have less recoil than what 

you normally find with traditional 

handgun cartridges

The .22 TCM is meant for 1911-style 

guns, and it’s basically a very short-

ened .223 case loaded with truncated 

39- or 40-grain bullets. Out of pistol-

length barrels, 40-grain bullets will 

do more than 1,900 fps.

The .22 WMR is a long rimfire 

round originally designed for small 

game rifles, but numerous pistols 

have been chambered in this car-

tridge. Loads offer bullets between 

30 and 50 grains. This cartridge per-

forms better out of rifle-length bar-

rels, but in handguns you can expect 

to send 30-grain bullets downrange 

approaching 1,600 fps.

In terms of power, the 5.7x28mm 

fits between the .22 TCM and .22 

WMR. However, there are other con-

siderations.

As I mentioned, the .22 TCM is a 

proprietary cartridge, and Armscor/

Rock Island Armory is the only com-

pany making ammo for it, and there 

are currently only two loads offered. 

Ammo for the .22 WMR is made by a 

number of companies, can be found 

all over and is the least expensive of 

these three calibers.

Right now the number of makers 

of 5.7x28mm ammo is slim: Federal/

Speer/American Eagle and Fiocchi 

(which also makes the FN-branded 

ammo). Together they offer about six 

loads, and none of it is inexpensive. 

However, with the introduction of 

this pistol, I wouldn’t be surprised to 

see new offerings and perhaps a new 

ammo company or two deciding to 

manufacture the 5.7x28mm—with a 

resulting drop in price. 

I talked to a Hornady representa-

tive, and he said the company has 

thought about making 5.7x28mm 

ammo, but with only one expensive 

boutique pistol on the market cham-

bered in the caliber, Hornady didn’t 

feel there would be enough sales 

to jump in. That has now changed, 

because if there is one thing Ruger is 

good at, it’s selling lots of guns.

Ruger’s tagline for the 57 is “Fun 

to shoot, cool to own.” The company 

is not pushing it toward one intended 

use or another; it is leaving that up to 

GAME CHANGER
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ACCURACY RESULTS | RUGER-57
 Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.

5.7x28mm Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)

Fiocchi Poly Tip 40 1,683 16 2.4

FN SS197SR V-Max 40 1,705 22 2.5

American Eagle FMJ 40 1,605 13 3.1

Notes: Accuracy results are the averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a sandbag rest. Velocities are aver-
ages of 10 shots measured with an Oehler Model 35P 12 feet from the muzzle. Abbreviation: FMJ, full metal jacket.
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 The slide forward of the rear sight is drilled and tapped for an optic adapter 
plate, which is available separately.
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the consumer, which I think is a very

smart move. It’s one of those pistols 

where you see it and say, “I don’t 

know what I’d do with it, but I want 

one.”

The clerks at my local gun store tell 

me that over the years they have had

quite a few people come in wanting to 

get a pistol chambered in 5.7x28mm—

because it’s cool and different and 

something that they can show off to 

their friends. However, the conversa-

tion usually ends when they find out 

that the ammo is hard to get and the 

pistol itself is priced well over $1,000.

Now they actually have an afford-

able alternative, and as I said, I’d be 

shocked if you don’t see at least one 

more major manufacturer begin pro-

ducing ammo in this caliber.

Ballistically, it’s more than suitable 

for small game. Hornady’s V-Max 

bullets, available in several differ-

ent 5.7x28mm loads, are designed to 

excel on small game. As a defensive 

pistol, you have merely to turn on 

your computer to hear the screeching 

of people proclaiming the 5.7x28mm 

cartridge is unsuitable for defensive

use—never mind the fact that it was 

specifically designed for anti-person-

nel use. While the number of actual 

shootings involving this cartridge 

is low, it seems to have proven itself 

roughly as effective as a standard 

handgun round while providing less 

recoil, more magazine capacity, but 

more muzzle blast. 

In ballistic gel block testing, these

bullets, when fired out of handguns, 

vigorously fragment, and the bases 

penetrate 12 to 18 inches. 

It’s not exactly sized for concealed

carry, but then neither is a four-inch

revolver, and people have been car-

rying those for a century. If I was car-

rying a pistol this size, I would prefer 

one chambered in 9mm, but if forced

to choose between this pistol and a 

revolver, I would choose the Ruger-57 

over the wheelgun every time, no 

matter the caliber of the revolver.

Why? The Ruger-57 points great 

and has a great trigger, low recoil and 

20+1 capacity and promises 12 
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RUGER

RUGER-57
TYPE: single-action semiauto

CALIBER: 5.7x28mm

CAPACITY: 20

BARREL: 4.94 in. alloy

OAL/HEIGHT/WIDTH: 8.65/5.6/1.2 in.

WEIGHT: 24.5 oz.

CONSTRUCTION: polymer frame, oxide-

coated alloy steel slide

SIGHTS: fully adjustable rear, fiber-optic 

front

TRIGGER: 5.5 lb. pull (measured)

SAFETY: trigger lever, manual thumb safety

PRICE: $799

MANUFACTURER: Ruger, ruger.com

to 18 inches of penetration. The

biggest downside to this caliber for

defensive use is the inability of the

small, light bullets to penetrate any

sort of barrier like drywall and auto

glass without breaking apart.

On my first trip to the range, I also

brought along an AR pistol for test-

ing. Without thinking, I started load-

GAME CHANGER

ing the Ruger’s magazine as if it was 

an AR mag, and that worked just fine. 

You don’t have to slide the cartridges 

in from the front; you can just push 

them down from the top.

Felt recoil, as I mentioned, is less 

than a 9mm but more than a .22. You 

will get more blast and, depending 

on the ammo, usually more flash than 

with a 9mm, but not the recoil.

It is fun to shoot and reminded me 

of a USPSA Open division pistol, the 

kind with a large compensator hang-

ing off the end of the barrel. There’s 

a lot of noise and flash but not much 

muzzle rise or recoil. As fellow gun 

scribe Michael Bane says about this 

pistol, “You can run it like a stapler.” 

With the fully adjustable rear sight, it 

is no problem getting your rounds to 

hit exactly where you’re aiming.

One thing I discovered is it’s dif-

ficult to drop the slide on a loaded 

magazine using the slide stop. You’re 

better off just yanking the slide to 

the rear and letting it fly. Also, that 

20-round magazine capacity is awe-

some. Start shooting, keep shooting, 

shoot some more, and eventually, 

probably before you get tired, the 

magazine will run out of ammo.

With great sights, a long sight radi-

us and an excellent trigger, shooting 

this pistol accurately and at speed is 

easy, whether you’re hunting, plink-

ing steel or training a new shooter. 

Currently, the only downsides are the 

availability of ammo and its cost.

The staff at my local gun store 

seems to have the following opinion 

on this pistol: They’re not sure what 

people are going to use them for, but 

they’re confident that they are going 

to sell a whole lot of them. I think 

they’re right.

Buy it now. Log on to GalleryofGuns.com, select 

this firearm, pay a deposit and it will be at your 

local gun store in two days. When purchased from 

GalleryofGuns.com, Davidson’s guarantees to repair 

or replace this firearm for life.
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SMITH & WESSON’S M&P9 SHIELD EZ IS A SMOOTH-

OPERATING SINGLE-STACK CARRY PISTOL.

REFINED NINE
BY BRAD FITZPATRICK
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T
he demand for concealed-carry handguns is 

huge and growing, and Smith & Wesson has al-

ready staked out a sizable corner of the market. 

Year in and year out, Smith & Wesson’s revolv-

ers and pistols rank among the top-selling de-

fensive handguns in the country, and the reason for that 

continued success is simple. The company continues to 

deliver firearms that meet the demands of their buyers.

Take, for instance, the new M&P9 Shield EZ, the 

newest member of Smith & Wesson’s family of defense 

pistols. Last year the company released the M&P380 

Shield EZ, and some shooters viewed it as just another 

.380 carry gun that would blend into the sea of single-

stack defense pistols already in existence.

But the M&P380 Shield EZ isn’t the same as all those 

other guns. Yes, it’s a polymer-framed, single-stack 

pistol that’s small enough to carry concealed under 

light clothing, but it’s easily one of the simplest carry 

pistols to operate. Those user-friendly features caught 

the attention of buyers, and the new M&P9 Shield EZ—a 

member of the M&P M2.0 Shield EZ series—offers those 

same qualities from a 9mm carry gun.

That ease-of-use begins with the slide. Heavy springs 

in semiauto carry guns can make slide manipula-



REFINED NINE

38 HANDGUNS JUNE/JULY 2020 WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

tion difficult. That may not

be an issue for you, but there are

thousands of shooters—particularly

new shooters or those with limited

hand strength—who find it difficult

to operate the slide on a standard

off-the-shelf carry 9mm.

The M&P9 Shield EZ’s captured

steel spring, by contrast, is light

enough that the slide can easily be

operate even by shooters without

particularly strong hands. There’s

also plenty of grip surface on the

slide thanks to Smith & Wesson’s sig-

nature wave-inspired rear slide cuts.

The internal hammer-fired M&P9

<

 Aside from lighter springs, the pistol is made easier to rack through the 
serration pattern at the rear of the slide, which flares slightly for better 
purchase.

Likewise, it’s more concealable 

than double-stack or full-size guns. 

Many new shooters opt for the small-

est, lightest 9mm they can carry to 

reduce bulk and avoid printing, but 

the tiny nines aren’t much fun at the 

range. The M&P9 Shield EZ is de-

signed to strike a balance between 

concealability and function, and it 

does so very well. 

There are different schools 

of thought regarding safeties on 

carry pistols, and I’ve noticed many 

shooters—particularly new shoot-

ers—simply won’t carry a pistol 

with a round in the chamber unless 

the gun sports a manual safety. The 

M&P9 Shield EZ offers not only the 

option for a manual safety but also 

comes standard with a grip safety as 

well. There’s also a loaded-chamber 

indicator that elevates when there’s 

a round in the chamber, offering a 

visual and tactile reference regard-

ing the condition of the firearm. 

Following the easy-to-operate 

design mantra, the M&P9 Shield EZ 

comes with two eight-round metal 

magazines that have open windows 

on either side of the mag so you can 

clearly see how many rounds are 

available. There’s a bright red plas-

tic follower and two tabs that extend 

from both sides of the follower.

These allow the shooter to manu-

ally depress the magazine spring for 

easier loading. The layout is simi-

<

 The M&P9 Shield EZ adds a new takedown lever, and the gun can be 
disassembled without pulling the trigger. The slide stop proved tough to use 
as a release, but it sure won’t snag.

Shield EZ comes with a 3.675-inch 

barrel that gives this pistol a sight 

radius of 5.875 inches and an overall 

length of 6.85 inches. Overall height 

is 5.05 inches, slide width is 1.04 

inches, and unloaded weight ranges 

from 23.0 to 23.2 ounces depend-

ing whether or not you opt for the 

manual safety.

It’s not as light or small as sub-

compact 9mms—both the Glock 43 

and Walther PPS M2 are about a 

half-inch shorter and weigh a few 

ounces less—but the Shield offers a 

longer sight radius and more mass to 

counter the effects of recoil.

SMITH & WESSON

M&P9 SHIELD EZ 
TYPE: internal hammer-fired semiauto

CALIBER: 9mm Luger

CAPACITY: 8+1

BARREL: 3.675 in., Armornite-finished 

stainless

OAL/HEIGHT/WIDTH: 6.8/5.1/1.0 in.

WEIGHT: 23 oz.

CONSTRUCTION: Armornite-finished stain-

less slide, black polymer grips

TRIGGER: 5.3 lb. pull (as measured)

SIGHTS: white three-dot; drift-adjustable 

rear

PRICE: $479

MANUFACTURER: Smith & Wesson,  

smith-wesson.com 
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lar to what you’ll find on many

.22 magazines and offers an easy and

efficient alternative to traditional

loading.

The M&P9 Shield EZ comes with

an 18-degree grip angle and a bea-

vertail. The grip itself is rather deep

front to back—about 2.5 inches from

the back of the grip safety to the trig-

ger undercut—with flat side panels.

There’s texturing all around the grip

surface, and the grip widens near the

top to create a narrow shelf for con-

sistent hand position and comfort-

able shooting.

Smith & Wesson didn’t overengi-

neer this grip with oversize finger

grooves or odd bulges and grooves,

and it’s easy for each shooter to find

a comfortable hand position. Unlike

really small subcompact 9mms that

leave shooters with large hands shuf-

fling to gain purchase on the gun,

the Shield EZ offers adequate space

on the frame for a thumbs-forward

grip. The grip and frame design are

simple but shooter-friendly.

The controls on this gun are well

laid out and simple to operate. In

addition to the aforementioned

grip safety, the model I tested came

with an oval-shaped, reversible mag

release button and a small, rectangu-

lar serrated slide stop that sits in a

molded shelf in the frame.

While the slide stop serves its

purpose dutifully, it’s not particu-

larly easy to find or manipulate. I

realize Smith & Wesson designed it

to be small and innocuous so it won’t

impede the draw, and that requires

a dimensional give-and-take, but it’s

not particularly easy to use.

It’s no problem to lock the slide

open by pressing up on the stop while

pulling back, but if you’re going to

drop the slide, it’s much easier to

pull back and release it with a full

magazine or remove slide pressure

before pressing down on the stop if

the magazine is empty.

Personal gripes aside, the control

layout works fine, it’s perfectly func-

tional, and there’s also the option for

a paddle-type manual safety if you

like the redundancy of both a grip

and thumb safety on your carry gun.

Ease of disassembly is another

consideration for new shooters, and

Smith & Wesson has simplified the

process by adding a takedown lever

to the M&P9 Shield EZ. With the gun

unloaded and the magazine out of

the pistol, lock the slide back, rotate

the takedown lever on the left side of

the frame downward (there are slide

cutouts to facilitate this maneuver),

and remove the slide/spring assem-

bly/barrel.

The process doesn’t require pull-

ing the trigger, and that makes the

process safer than with competing

guns. It will also make the M&P9

Shield EZ more appealing to new

shooters.

The Shield EZ’s barrel and slide

are both machined from stainless

steel, and both are also given an

Armornite black nitride finish that

essentially makes them impervious

to sweat, oils, moisture and the other

stuff carry guns are exposed to on a

daily basis.

The front and rear white dot sights

are very basic and are dovetailed

into the slide, and the rear sight is

drift-adjustable. The rear sight lacks

a tactical ledge, but its sleek rounded

profile won’t snag. There’s a rail for

mounting lights, lasers and other

accessories.

All Smith & Wesson Shield guns

have good triggers, and the Shield

EZ 9mm is no exception. There’s a

short take-up, and the trigger break

is clean and predictable. The average

trigger weight for 10 shots was 5.3

pounds on my Wheeler gauge, and

the Shield EZ’s trigger doesn’t

<

The magazine features tabs on the slide that allow shooters to depress
them to make loading easier, and round counts are well marked.
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ACCURACY RESULTS | SMITH & WESSON M&P9 SHIELD EZ
 Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.

9mm Luger Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)

Hornady Critical Defense Lite FTX 100 1,136 11 2.79

SIG Sauer V-Crown JHP 115 1,175 9 2.25

Hornady Critical Defense FTX 115 1,067 10 2.41

Federal Hydra-Shok Deep JHP 135 1,037 7 2.46

Federal Syntech Defense SJHP 138 1,051 5 1.90

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of four five-shot groups at 15 yards from a fixed rest. Velocities are averages of 10 
shots recorded on a Shooting Chrony digital chronograph placed 10 feet from the muzzle. 
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have the spongy feel encountered 

on some striker-fired pistol triggers. 

Reset is as short as the top concealed 

pistols in this price class, and a 

generous undercut in the molded 

frame and a wide trigger face offer 

improved control and comfort.

The M&P9 Shield EZ has a two-

piece slide with an internal ex-

tractor, which is a departure from 

previous designs. The portion of the 

two-piece slide that contains the 

extractor is pinned.

The M&P9 Shield EZ’s slide is, as 

S&W promises, quite easy to operate, 

and I think even those with minimal 

hand strength will be able to cham-

ber a round—especially if they hold 

the gun close to the body and rely 

more on leverage and less on sheer 

muscle strength. The signature slide 

cuts help, and the rear portion of the 

slide is widened to provide a little 

extra purchase. 

The grip design of the M&P9 

Shield EZ will accommodate a wide 

array of hand sizes, and the grip 

angle promotes a high hand hold 

and tilts the wrist slightly forward 

to efficiently absorb muzzle rise. 

Defensive 9mm ammo can produce 

sharp recoil, and subcompact pocket 

9mms aren’t much fun to shoot for 

extended periods. The M&P9 Shield 

EZ’s spring slows rearward slide 

velocity enough that it won’t create 

a sharp recoil pulse or shorten the 

functional life of the gun.

Though it’s slightly larger and 

heavier than some competing 9mms, 

the M&P9 Shield EZ isn’t so large 

that it’s difficult to conceal. This 
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 The EZ blends a great trigger, reliable function and superb ergonomics into 
an easy-to-shoot design.
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Buy it now. Log on to GalleryofGuns.com, select

this firearm, pay a deposit and it will be at your

local gun store in two days. When purchased from

GalleryofGuns.com, Davidson’s guarantees to repair

or replace this firearm for life.

added heft makes it one of the most 

manageable single-stack 9mms on 

the market.

I carried the S&W for more than a 

week. Its slim profile sits close to the 

body and doesn’t stab when carried 

against the skin, and there’s no doubt 

the finish will hold up against just 

about anything you can throw at it.

Narrow as it is, the grip offers full 

control over the pistol, and it’s easy 

to grasp. The Smith & Wesson M&P9 

Shield EZ’s ergonomics are superb, 

honed by more than a decade of 

refining slide cuts and grip designs 

until the gun sits perfectly in the 

hand and on the side. The addi-

tion of a grip safety is a matter of 

opinion. I prefer my Shields without 

a grip safety, but those who disagree 

now have the option with the EZ.

The Shield’s white-dot sights are 

biased for fast target acquisition 

for close-range shooting, and that’s 

where this gun excels. At five, seven 

and 15 yards, the S&W was capable 

of punching shot after shot through 

the vitals of a torso target, and the 

dot design and short reset mean 

you can deliver follow-up shots in a 

hurry.

Those same sights, which are so 

well suited for defensive shooting, 

are coarse for benchrest shooting, 

but from 15 yards accuracy wasn’t 

bad for a carry gun. The best groups 

of the day were around 1.5 inches, 

and the group size for four five-shot 

groups averaged between 1.9 and 

2.8 inches—pretty impressive for a 

short-barreled, semiauto defense 

pistol.

It’s also worth noting the S&W 

didn’t seem to be particularly 

finicky about ammo and shot all five 

defensive loads equally well and to 

roughly the same point of impact. 

Reliability was above average for a 

new, out-of-the-box carry pistol. Two 

Federal Syntech cartridges failed 

to properly go up the feed ramp, and 

on one occasion the slide failed to 

remain open after the final round 

was fired, but that’s over the course 

of 150-plus rounds.

The M&P9 Shield EZ is designed 

to ease operation for new shoot-

ers, and at a suggested retail price 

of $479 and a street price hovering 

around $400, it’s a good entry point 

for new folks. But that doesn’t mean 

this gun isn’t a great option for 

seasoned firearms enthusiasts. It’s 

a good carry gun that’s been slowly 

and deliberately tweaked over the 

years to a level of refinement found 

on few of its competitors. Sure, there 

are lots of compact single-stack pis-

tols on the market, but the Shield—

in all its many forms—remains a 

solid choice.

FROM EVERYDAY CARRY TO FIELD READY

It’s simple. If anything ever goes wrong with any new gun you buy with the Davidson’s GuaranteeD

Lifetime Replacement Program during the time you own the gun, it will be replaced with a brand

new gun. Visit GalleryofGuns.com for details.
LIFETIME
REPLACEMENT

LIFETIME
REPLACEMENT

#ACG-00831

Gen 4 Glock 19

Battleworn White Cerakote
with Apollo Stipple

SEE MORE

!APOLLO CUSTOM CERAKOTE

CREATIONS AT
Apollo Grip Stipple & Spartan Helmet



WILD BILL
RIDES AGAIN

BY J. SCOTT RUPP
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H
is name was James Butler

Hickok. He hailed from Illinois,

and during his life, he was a

gambler, a lawman, a scout, a

spy, a showman and more. But

he was best known, accurately or not,

as one of the greatest gunfighters of the 

American West. His main guns of choice 

were a pair of Colt 1851 Navy blackpow-

der revolvers with ivory grips.

Renowned reproduction maker A. 

Uberti is honoring the legend of “Wild 

Bill” Hickok with an 1851 Navy conver-

sion in .38 Special as part of the compa-

ny’s Lawmen and Outlaws series of guns. 

Other guns in the series include “Frank” 

(as in Frank James, brother of Jesse), a 

replica of the 1875 Remington; and three 

unique replicas of the 1873 Single Action 

Army named for Jesse James (all-black 

finish, bison-horn grip), Doc Holliday 

(nickel plated, pearl grip) and William 

Bonney (blue/case-hardened finish, 

buffalo-horn grip).

You could almost write a doctoral dis-

sertation on the guns Hickok may or may 

not have carried during his lifetime, but 

the 1851 Navy was definitely a favorite. 

He often carried a pair of them, butt-

forward for a reverse or cavalry draw.

Like Hickok’s guns, the Uberti Wild 

Bill is stocked with ivory grips—simu-

lated, of course—attached to a blue grip 

frame. The 7.5-inch octagon barrel is 

blued, and the frame is case-hardened.

The original 1851 Navy, which actually 

debuted in 1850, was a .36 caliber black-

powder revolver. According to historian 

R.L. Wilson, it was perhaps Samuel Colt’s 

own favorite. While the gun weighed 42 

ounces, it was lighter than the mas-

sive 66-ounce .44 Dragoon (produced 

1847–61). Because of that, Wilson writes, 

Colt saw the 1851 as more suited to naval 

service—hence the “Navy” moniker—

while the .44 caliber Dragoon was more 

fitting for landlubbers.

The U.S. government saw it differently, 

and the first contract for the 1851 Navy, 

for 1,000 guns, went to ground troops. 

The gun was also quite popular with 

private citizens because it was a step up 

in power from Colt’s .31 caliber guns but 

was not as huge as the .44s.

The naval motif extended to 

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

A. UBERTI’S 1851 NAVY 

CONVERSION HONORS A 

WESTERN LEGEND.



WILD BILL RIDES AGAIN

the 1851’s cylinder, which was

engraved with a scene from the

Campeche sea battle between the

Texan and Mexican navies, which

Texas won. Wilson indicates Colt did

this because he felt a debt to Texas,

as it was the first government to em-

brace his gun designs and buy them

in any quantity.

With the Wild Bill revolver, Uberti

decided to go with the smokeless-

powder cartridge version of the

Navy. This decision wasn’t just a

good call in terms of sales potential;

it also has a historical basis when it

comes to Hickok.

In the late 1800s Colt belatedly

decided he needed to get into the

smokeless game, but a patent by

Rollin White that was held by Smith

& Wesson forced him to try to figure

out other ways to adapt his revolv-

ers to the new type of ammunition.
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The first conversion revolvers Colt

produced featured a muzzleloading

conversion design by F. Alexander

Thuer. Colt produced about 5,000

such guns, according to Wilson. Mod-

els included 1860 Army, 1851 Navy,

1861 Navy, 1862 Police and Pocket

Navy and 1849 Pocket.

But by 1872 he was able to use

the new Richards-Mason patent to

produce breechloading smokeless

conversions. This included 3,800 1851

Navy revolvers, and the Uberti is of

the Richards-Mason design.

According to Joseph A. Rosa’s book

Wild Bill Hickok: Gunfighter, Hickok

was reported to have carried a 1851

Navy conversion while in Deadwood,

South Dakota, where he met his fate.

He was shot in the back of the head

during a card game. The hand he

reportedly held at the time was pairs

of aces and eights, which came to be

<

 Unlike Single Action Army-style revolvers, the 1851 Navy conversion’s 
cylinder revolves on an arbor, and the barrel must be removed to pull the 
cylinder.

known as the “dead man’s hand.”

The Uberti Wild Bill has the 

same 7.5-inch octagon barrel as the 

original 1851 Navy, and it sports a 

slightly recessed crown. The top flat 

is stamped “Stoeger Accokeek MD 

A. Uberti Italy,” and the calibers 

“38 Colt & S&W Spec” are on the 

underside.

The sights are wicked cool. The 

front is a cone-shaped brass “bead,” 

and the rear sight is a notch in the 

hammer. More on this later.

I’m a sucker for case-hardening, 

and the nicely done finish on 

the Wild Bill frame is set off by 

blued screws and a blued trigger 

guard. The left side of the frame is 

stamped “Pat.July.25.1871” and “Pat.

July.2.1872.”

The cylinder has the aforemen-

tioned naval battle scene engraved 

on it, as well as the date of the 

battle: “Engaged 16 May 1843.” Other 

engravings include “Patent No.” (but 

not the number) and “Engraved by 

W.L. Ormsby New York.” Waterman 

Lily Ormsby invented a roll-engrav-

ing machine that Colt employed on a 

number of early revolvers, including 

the 1851 Navy.

The faux ivory grips look great, 

although the right stock on mine has 

a tiny flaw near the base of the grip. 

Fitting to the frame isn’t picture 

perfect—it’s a little proud at the top 

of the frame on the left stock and 

underneath the frame on the right 

stock—but it’s pretty darned good. 

Opening the loading gate and 

drawing the hammer to half-cock 

gives access to the six cylinders. The 

bolt stops are slightly off-center, and 

the timing on my sample was perfect.

The ejector rod is not your stan-

dard deal. Instead of a fixed ejector 

rod head that travels straight back, 

the Wild Bill’s pivots downward 

through an angled cut in the ejec-

tor rod shroud. Pull it down into 

its channel, then push the ejector 

straight back against spring tension. 

Release it and it springs back, with 

the head folding flush against the 

barrel.

<
 The combination of the blued cylinder, case-hardened frame and simulated 

ivory grips makes this gun a real looker. 
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It takes a bit of getting used to if, 

like me, your single-action experi-

ence has been with Single Action 

Army-style revolvers, but once you 

do, it’s fast and fun to kick out empty

cases.

When loading/unloading or disas-

sembling the Uberti, the manual 

urges you to activate a “safety block”

located in the hammer. There’s a 

small screw in the right side of the 

hammer. Turning that screw half a 

turn clockwise causes a small lever 

inside the hammer to pivot outward 

and prevent the hammer from falling 

fully forward, thereby keeping the 

firing pin from striking a cartridge 

primer. 

I did note that it occasionally took

a couple attempts to get the safety 

block to retract into firing position. 

But I’m not going to worry about 

this because the block is obviously a 

liability-driven extra “safety” that I’m 

unlikely to use. I think proper gun-

handling practices will suffice here.

To disassemble the Wild Bill, turn

the barrel wedge screw located in the 

left side of the frame so the flat side 

of the screw is facing the wedge. Then 

pull out the wedge.

That sucker fits really tight—as it 

should—so at least at first you should 

expect to have to use a non-marring 

punch of the right size to drive out 

A. UBERTI

WILD BILL 1851 NAVY  
CONVERSION
TYPE: single-action centerfire revolver

CALIBER: .38 Special

CAPACITY: 6

BARREL: 7.5 in. octagon

OAL: 13.6 in.

WEIGHT: 2.8 lb.

CONSTRUCTION: blue barrel, cylinder, 

backstrap and trigger guard; case-hardened 

frame

GRIPS: simulated ivory

SIGHTS: hammer notch rear, brass bead 

front

TRIGGER: 2 lb., 11 oz. pull (measured)

PRICE: $809

MANUFACTURER/IMPORTER: A. Uberti/

Uberti USA, uberti-usa.com

VISIT:  WWW.ROCKRIVERARMS.COM PERFORMANCE TUNED.* Prices are subject to change.

RRA 1911 QUICK SPECS: CALIBER: .45 ACP RRA MATCH ALUMINUM SPEED TRIGGER

RRA FORGED NM OR POLYMER FRAME WITH CUSTOM FEATURES 

RRA 1911-A1     PS2000
NM HARDBALL
MSRP: $2550*

1911 POLY     PS5000
POLYMER
MSRP: $925*

INTRODUCING THE

RRA .45 ACP 1911 PISTOLS
RRAÕs legendary steel-framed 1911Õs are back  

and performance-tuned for accuracy and reliability.

RRA 1911-A1 PS2300
BASIC LIMITED PISTOL

MSRP: $1950*



the wedge from the opposite side.

With the wedge out, pull the barrel 

forward to remove it and then slide 

the cylinder off the arbor for clean-

ing. Reassemble in reverse order. 

On my sample I was unable to get the 

wedge screw to go into the proper 

position when turning it clockwise, 

but it’s at 90 degrees and will still 

prevent the wedge from backing out 

during firing.

I confirmed this with a Uberti rep, 

who told me that as long as the flat 

edge of the screw is not parallel to the 

wedge in a six o’clock position—and 

as long as the screw is tight—the 

wedge will not come out.

As far as shooting the gun goes, 

what a hoot. For one thing, it was 

more accurate than I expected it to 

be—or at least I was able to shoot it 

better than I anticipated. In fact, I 

hadn’t even planned to test it at 25 

yards because I figured I wouldn’t be 

able to see the sights well enough. 

But I gave it a shot, and it turned out I 

was wrong.

By placing the brass bead where it 

just protruded above the tiny rear-

sight notch in the hammer, I was able 

to get some great groups—including 

one with Black Hills’s cowboy load 

that was less than an inch. The aver-

ages you see in the accompanying 

table are more than respectable for 

a gun of this kind. The only downside 

was the gun shot four inches low and 

right.

Under the range’s overhead cover, 

the brass sight looked like any plain 

metal sight, but out in the open, 

the bright, shiny bead was quick 

to pick up and quick to use. I had 

a literal blast with the Black Hills 

ammo, burning through 100 or 

WILD BILL RIDES AGAIN
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ACCURACY RESULTS | A. UBERTI WILD BILL 1851 NAVY CONVERSION
 Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.

.38 Special Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)

Hornady American Gunner XTP 125 683 31 2.6

Remington Wheelgun TMWC 148 693 21 2.6

Black Hills Cowboy CNL 158 655 15 1.7

Remington Wheelgun LRN 158 697 10 2.2

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from an MTM Case-Gard pistol rest. Velocities
are averages of 20 shots recorded on a ProChrono chronograph placed 10 feet from the muzzle. Abbreviations: CNL, 
conical-nose lead; LRN, lead roundnose; TMWC, target master wadcutter

<

 The brass-bead front sight is super 
easy to pick up and use. The 7.5-inch 
octagon barrel sports a recessed 
crown.
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™
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The all new Ruger-57™ is just plain cool. Brought to you by the company that revolutionized the innovation of rugged, reliable firearms 

that the average American can afford, the Ruger-57™ is our most cutting-edge platform yet. Chambered in the high performance and 
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more rounds on an MGM plate 

rack. This load is soft shooting—it’s 

intended for cowboy action competi-

tion, after all—and is in my opinion a 

great pairing for the 2.8-pound Wild 

Bill revolver.

I mentioned that from the bench 

the gun shot low and right, but out in 

the sunshine, it was a simple matter 

of placing more of the shiny front 

sight above the notch and holding a 

little bit left. For a while I thought I 

was never going to miss a plate.

The trigger has just a bit of gritty 

creep, but it breaks nicely at two 

pounds, 11 ounces and was a big aid 

in accurate shot placement.

The revolver’s balance is just 

perfect, and the gun comes up on 

target quickly. I didn’t have a proper 

holster, so I engaged the plates one-

handed and two-handed from Low 

Ready. My right thumb isn’t long 

enough to easily reach the serrated 

hammer spur for one-handed shots, 

but in a two-handed hold I could re-

ally rip through all six rounds using 

my support-hand thumb to cock the 

hammer.

On the range I did load a full six 

rounds into the Wild Bill’s cylinder, 

but since there’s no transfer bar 

safety, if you’re going to carry it you 

need to keep an empty chamber 

under the hammer. And don’t think

you can get away with loading six 

but drawing the hammer back to the 

half-cock, load/unload position. This 

is not a safety position, and if you 

drop the gun with a live round under 

the hammer, it can fire.

Some guns you own because 

they’re practical, some because 

they’re fun to shoot, and some 

because they’re just plain cool. The 

Wild Bill certainly checks the latter 

two boxes.

I love shooting single actions, 

and a nice handling, soft shooting 

revolver like the Wild Bill is hard 

to beat in this regard. And with its 

good looks and the colorful history 

behind it, you won’t find many guns 

that are cooler. 

<  The 1851’s ejector rod head isn’t 
fixed. Rather, it pivots down through 
a slot in the ejector rod guide, 
allowing the rod to be pushed to the 
rear to eject cases.

Buy it now. Log on to GalleryofGuns.com, select 

this firearm, pay a deposit and it will be at your 

local gun store in two days. When purchased from 

GalleryofGuns.com, Davidson’s guarantees to repair 

or replace this firearm for life.

WILD BILL RIDES AGAIN
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I
n the 1911 world, the definition of the term “cus-

tom” can vary significantly. Everything from 

mass-production guns to pistols hand-built by sole 

proprietors can carry the title. Reasonable minds 

can disagree as to what constitutes a custom hand-

gun, but by anyone’s definition, Nighthawk Custom’s 

products fit the bill. The company that boasts “one gun, 

one gunsmith” has grown significantly over the past 16 

years, but the one-gunsmith policy has not wavered. 

Among the company’s newest creations is the Vice 

President, a Commander-length 1911 destined to turn 

heads.

When Nighthawk Custom opened its doors in 2004, 

the entire employee roster had just four names on it. 

Today, the company employs more than 65 workers who 

design, build, test, package and ship the company’s line 

of custom handguns and shotguns one by one.

With more than 40 handgun choices alone, the com-

pany’s product line is extremely diverse. Part of that 

lineup includes the Executive series, which includes 

both long-slide and full-size pistols and now, with the 

introduction of the Vice President, a Commander-

length option.

Nighthawk introduced the Executive series in late 

2017 with the announcement of the six-inch-barreled 

Chairman, offered in .45 ACP and 9mm. The company 

followed up with the President model based on the 

same fundamental lines and, at the 2020 SHOT Show, 

released the Vice President.

The Vice President is in some ways a traditional 1911 

design, but it has many modern upgrades that add both 

style and substance. This model is built on a full-size 

1911 frame, forged from a carbon steel alloy. The forg-

ings are finish-machined using CNC equipment before 

landing on the bench of one of Nighthawk’s 20 in-house 

master gunsmiths, along with the other assorted parts 

required for a full build.

Rather than following an assembly line model that 

would add efficiency and cut costs, Nighthawk operates 

as a collection of individual craftsmen, each producing 

a high-quality product to a strict standard. This skilled 

labor and commitment to excellence make their prod-

ucts expensive but, in my eyes, worth it.

My test gun was built by David Atchley, who is one of 

fewer than 50 active members of the esteemed Ameri-

can Pistolsmiths Guild. Once the parts make their way 

to the bench, no other hands will touch the handgun 

until it’s time to apply the finish. 

The overall fit and finish on the Vice President are 

as nice as I’ve seen on any comparable model. I’m a 

tough critic, and I could not find a single aesthetic or 

functional flaw. Like the Chairman and President, the 

Vice President is a striking handgun with angular lines 

and a two-tone finish. The smooth black Diamond-Like 

Coating treatment on the bulk of the handgun is 

NIGHTHAWK’S NEW 

VICE PRESIDENT IS 

AN OUTSTANDING  

EXAMPLE OF WHAT  

A 1911 CAN BE.
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accented by the gold titanium

nitride barrel, the uniquely pat-

terned grips and numerous CNC

cuts on the slide. This gun will not

be mistaken for anything else on

the range.

The frontstrap on the Vice Presi-

dent is checkered at 25 lines per

inch and cut high to allow the gun

to sit as low as possible in the hand.

The mainspring housing is check-

ered identically and is machined

integrally to an extended magazine

well.

This mag well flares to allow for

fast reloads but adds little in terms

54 HANDGUNS JUNE/JULY 2020 WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

of external dimensions. Every

sharp edge, burr and flaw has been

removed by hand—from the mouth

of the mag well to the inside of the

frame. The transition from one part

to another is silky smooth.

The grip safety is a beavertail

design with ample material to

ensure it is reliably disengaged

when the shooter grips the hand-

gun. The black RailScales grips are

one of the distinguishing features

of the Vice President, with a deep

relief honeycomb pattern formed

into much of the G10 material and

a series of lateral serrations at the

<

 The serrated top features a lightening cut that shows off the barrel’s gold- 
colored titanium nitride finish, and the gold bead front sight is fast to acquire.

rear edges. The combination of the 

frame cut, checkering and aggres-

sive grip texture makes this hand-

gun extremely manageable in terms 

of recoil and muzzle rise.

As well executed as the frame as-

sembly is, it’s the top end of the Vice 

President that really sets it apart 

visually. The slide is machined with 

45-degree top angles to create a 

five-sided design rather than a tra-

ditional rounded shape. Serrations 

run the length of the sight radius.

A series of cuts are milled into 

the sides and the top of the slide to 

reduce weight and make the gold-

coated barrel visible, even with the 

slide in battery. If you like a little 

bling, it’s a good look. Angled cock-

ing serrations are found front and 

rear.

Though slide-to-frame fit isn’t 

the be-all and end-all in terms of 

accuracy, it is evidence of great 

craftsmanship and can reduce wear 

in the long run. The combination of 

an excellent slide-to-frame fit and 

hand-stoned surfaces on the Vice 

President make the slide move with 

a smoothness I’m not sure I’ve expe-

rienced on any other handgun. It’s a 

bit like sliding two ice cubes across 

one another.

From a controls standpoint, the 

Vice President is pure 1911. As one 

would expect, the single-stage skel-

etonized trigger breaks consistently 

at 2.9 pounds without a hint of 

creep. Reset is also short and posi-

tive, making for the kind of trigger 

that draws shooters to custom 1911s.

The manual safety is slightly 

oversize yet slim and is easy yet 

positive to actuate. Likewise, the 

slide stop is extended yet still 

appropriate for concealed carry, 

and the pin is both countersunk 

and flush cut. The mag release is 

checkered to match the frontstrap 

and mainspring housing and can be 

engaged without shifting one’s hand 

on the grip.

I may sound like a broken record, 

but for me, the two most important 

elements of a handgun are the 

<

 The Vice President features an excellent trigger, and Wood found the 
thumb safety easier to disengage than with other 1911s he’s shot.
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trigger and sights. We’ve already

established that the Vice President

has a great trigger, and the sights

are excellent. The serrated blade

Heinie Ledge Tactical rear sight fits

into a dovetail milled into the slide

and is drift adjustable for windage

once the twin hex screws have been

loosened.

The front sight also rides securely

in a dovetail and has an 0.08-inch

gold bead at its center. I’m a big

fan of a gold bead front sight on my

handguns, and this one is no excep-

tion.

On the inside, the Vice President 

uses traditional elements along with 

a few deviations. The trigger, sear, 

disconnector and Delta-style ham-

mer are pure 1911, as is the internal 

extractor.

This handgun employs the stan-

dard recoil spring guide and plug 

system that we’ve seen for over a 

century. The barrel bushing has 

been shortened a bit—probably 

so that it’s invisible through the 

forward slide cuts that show off 

the barrel beneath. Unless you’re 

a gorilla, you’ll need the included 

bushing wrench to disassemble the 

Vice President, which is further 

evidence of the careful construction 

of this handgun.

Additionally, there was no 

evidence of barrel squat, which is 

important in a locked-breech pistol. 

This close fit ensures better accu-

racy and shorter barrel lock time. 

Timing is an important but often ig-

nored element of 1911 function that 

clearly the gunsmiths at Nighthawk 

pay attention to. 

The most visually distinctive 

element of the Vice President is 

undoubtedly the barrel. Like the 

barrels on the other guns in the 

Executive series, it receives a tita-

nium nitride coating. For those not 

familiar with this treatment, it is a 

hard and wear-resistant coating of-

ten applied to machine tooling and 

medical devices.

It is extremely thin, usually only 

0.0002 inch thick, which is a good 

thing on a firearm with such mini-

mal clearances. Not only does the 

ACCURACY RESULTS | NIGHTHAWK CUSTOM VICE PRESIDENT
 Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.

9mm Luger Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)

Super Vel +P JHP 90 1,430 9 2.3

Hornady American Gunner XTP 115 1,095 9 1.4

Winchester USA Ready FMJ 115 1,115 16 1.4

SIG Sauer Elite FMJ 124 1,124 16 1.8

Browning BXP X-Point JHP 147 927 10 1.9

Federal Syntech Training Match 147 994 11 2.3

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a Target Shooting Inc. Model 1500 rest. 
Velocities are averages of 10 shots using a LabRadar Doppler Chronograph placed adjacent to the muzzle. Abbreviations: 
FMJ, full metal jacket; JHP, jacketed hollowpoint

<

 The Vice President sports a Heinie 
Ledge rear sight and G10 grips with a 
good-looking and effective RailScales 
pattern.

SECOND TO NONE
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coating provide superior surface 

properties when compared to many

traditional firearm finishes, but also 

it gives the barrel its gold tone.

Like nearly all 9mm 1911s, the 

barrel is ramped, which makes for 

a single feed plane and strengthens

the lower lugs where they meet the 

slide-stop pin. The recessed crown 

protects the rifling and adds some 

visual appeal.

Though these features are all 

standard on the Vice President, 

Nighthawk allows buyers to choose 

from a menu of custom options. A 

double-stack upgrade is available, 

as is an integral light rail as well as

various sight, barrel and checkering 

options, with varying prices that are 

listed on the company’s website.

Likewise, if the customer wants a

chambering other than .45 or 9mm, 

.38 Super and 10mm Auto options 

are available. Notably, many finish 

options are available at no addition-

al cost, including various Cerakote 

colors, hard chrome and even stain-

less steel construction.

Looks are important, but perfor-

mance is the true test of value. I’ll 

spare you the suspense: The Vice 

President was impressive on the 

range. I tested six different loads, 

ranging from 90 to 147 grains, and the 

Vice President ran flawlessly regard-

less of bullet type or weight.

<

 The mag well doesn’t add girth to 
the pistol, and it’s not only perfectly 
blended, but also it’s exquisitely 
finished.

Former CIA Officer Reveals in New Free Book: 
How Elite Special Forces Commandos Enjoy 
Uninterrupted Power During Covert Missions 

In The Worst Hellholes On Earth

If you want to learn how 
Special Forces commandos enjoy
uninterrupted power during covert
missions in the worst hellholes 
on earth, this will be the most 
important message you ever read.

The fact is, when you go to 
the website at the bottom of this 
article, you’ll discover the power 
generation system our country’s top
warriors and operatives depend on
during the deadliest missions…

And, how you can use it to 
keep your home powered during
the worst blackouts — all without
solar panels, wind power, hydro or
your local grid.

All of this is covered in the 
brand-new book we want to 
rush you for free called, Spec Ops

Power: How Elite Special Forces 

Commandos and Intelligence 

Operatives Stay Powered-Up On 

Top Secret Operations.

This book is written by former 

CIA Officer Jason Hanson. He’s a 

New York Times bestselling author 

and you might have seen him on 

the television shows Shark Tank, 

NBC Today, Fox News and Good 

Morning America, to name a few. 

 Just keep in mind, this offer 

is only good until we run out of 

books and we are giving away this 

book on a first come, first served 

basis. So, drop everything and visit 

this website right now to claim 

your free book. 

www.SecretSpyPower.com



After seeing it group well in so 

many guns, Hornady’s 115-grain XTP 

load has become my gold standard 

for accuracy testing. It lived up to its 

reputation with 25-yard groups aver-

aging just 1.4 inches. It’s worth not-

ing that the largest average groups 

with any load tested still measured 

less than 2.5 inches, which is a long-

established benchmark for handgun 

accuracy at this distance.

The Vice President was 100 

percent reliable and mechanically 

accurate, and it was a pleasure to 

shoot. The well-designed grip and 

checkering surfaces, the crisp trig-

ger and high-quality sights made 

rapid and repeatable hits come eas-

ily. Unlike some custom 1911s I’ve

tested, the manual safety was easy

to disengage. Recoil was minimal, as

was muzzle rise thanks to the 9mm

chambering.

I shot the Vice President as well

as I’ve shot virtually any other

handgun. With little effort in under

two seconds, I was able to reliably

put five rapid hits into the head zone

of an old-model IDPA target placed

at seven yards. This isn’t a boast but

rather a testament to the design and

execution of this handgun that al-

lowed me to shoot my best.

With the rare but real threat of

active shooters, I am no longer com-

fortable carrying a handgun that is 

incapable of making reliable hits at 

extended ranges. With that in mind, 

I’ve shifted away from subcompact 

pistols in favor of guns I can truly 

shoot well. Though they can be on 

the heavy side, Commander-length 

1911s, in my opinion, are just about 

ideal for concealed carry. The Vice 

President fit well in my Milt Sparks

Summer Special II holster and

should be compatible with any rig

designed for 1911s of this length.

The Nighthawk Vice President is

on par with the finest handguns I’ve

shot over the years in terms of fit,

finish and performance. The com-

pany’s commitment to doing things

right is evident down to the smallest

detail. There are no cut corners, no

MIM parts, no expense spared. This

level of craftsmanship doesn’t come

cheap but if you’re looking for a top-

quality handgun and are willing to

pay for it, one could hardly go wrong

with the Vice President.

SECOND TO NONE

NIGHTHAWK CUSTOM

VICE PRESIDENT
TYPE: 1911

CALIBER: 9mm Luger (as tested)

CAPACITY: 10+1

BARREL: 4.25 in., titanium nitride finish

WEIGHT: 38.4 oz.

CONSTRUCTION: forged steel frame, ma-

chined steel slide

GRIPS: RailScales G10

SIGHTS: black adjustable rear, gold bead 

front

TRIGGER: 2.9 lb. (measured)

SAFETIES: single-side thumb, grip

PRICE: $4,199

MANUFACTURER: Nighthawk Custom, 

NighthawkCustom.Com
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REMINGTON.COM

B R I N G  E N O U G H  G U N .
W I T H O U T  T H E  W E I G H T .

GOLDEN SABER BLACK BELT

©2020 REMINGTON ARMS COMPANY, LLC.
*SOME LIMITATIONS MAY APPLY. GO TO WWW.REMINGTON.COM/LIFETIMEWARRANTY FOR THE WARRANTY.

Its Mechani-Lokt Belt delivers controlled 

expansion and unstoppable penetration, 
proven in FBI-style barrier testing.

Wide rear cocking serrations, 
for positive grip, regardless 
of fi eld conditions

3 ½” Stainless
match bull barrel,
for superb accuracy

XS 3-dot
Tritium
night sights

Aluminum frame,
30% the weight
of standard steel

Adjustable Match-grade
trigger, for a smooth,
crisp break

G10
laminate
grips

Rounded
frame,
grip and
mainspring
housing



| FIRING LINE REPORT | By STAN TRZONIEC

RUGER SECURITY-9 COMPACT SEMIAUTO-

matic is now available with a Viridian

laser mounted on the trigger guard.

Thanks to a double-stack, 10-round

magazine, the glass-filled nylon grip

feels full, and the grip has stippled

panels on all sides including the grip

extension. The stippled panels are

neither harsh nor aggressive, but just

right to allow good purchase. The

backstrap has a little arch to it, which

I like.

The alloy steel slide has cocking

serrations fore and aft and is matte

blue. The frame features a hard-coat

aluminum chassis with full-length

guide rails to keep everything running

smooth and tight.

The no-snag rear sight can be

drifted for windage only. An Allen

screw in the center allows the sight to

be moved and then locked down. The

sight’s notch is large and crisp, and

the white outline makes for fast sight

acquisition even in poor lighting.

The front sight is a post with a white

dot, and it can be drifted for windage.

The front and rear combine for a clean

sight picture, and the top of the slide is

finished in a satin blue to keep reflec-

tions at bay.

The barrel is just under 3.5 inches

long with a cone-shaped profile that

locks tightly with the slide. The front

of both the slide and the Picatinny rail

have been contoured for easy holster-

ing.

Within the slide is a massive extrac-

tor and a hefty mechanical ejector.

The barrel extension has a “view port”

RUGER SECURITY-9 COMPACT W/VIRIDIAN LASER

RUGER

SECURITY-9 COMPACT
W/VIRIDIAN LASER

TYPE: hammer-fired semiauto centerfire

CALIBER: 9mm Luger 

CAPACITY: 10+1

BARREL: 3.42 in.

OAL/HEIGHT/WIDTH: 6.5/4.4/1.0 in.

WEIGHT: 22.4 oz.

CONSTRUCTION: blue alloy steel slide, glass-

filled nylon frame w/aluminum chassis

TRIGGER: 5 lb. pull (measured)

SIGHTS: drift adjustable white outline rear, 

white dot front; adjustable Viridian red laser

SAFETY: single-side thumb, hammer block

PRICE: $439

MANUFACTURER: Ruger, ruger.com 

(Ruger’s term) that serves as a loaded-

chamber indicator.

This is a hammer-fired gun, 
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20%
O

SUPER COUPON

ANY
SINGLE
ITEM*

SUPER COUPON

At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specified comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was 
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others 
may vary by location. No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day. Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot 
be used with other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside 
Track Club membership, Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day 
Parking Lot Sale item, compressors, floor jacks, safes, storage cabinets, chests or 
carts, trailers, welders, Admiral, Ames, Atlas, Bauer, Central Machinery, Cobra, 
CoverPro, Daytona, Diamondback, Earthquake, Fischer, Hercules, Icon, Jupiter, Lynxx, 
Poulan, Predator, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on prior purchases. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/21/20.

Cannot be used with other discounts or prior purchases. Original coupon must be presented.
Valid through 6/21/20 while supplies last. Limit 1 FREE GIFT per customer per day.

1,000+ Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com

*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 6/21/20.

LIMIT 2 - Coupon valid through 6/21/20*

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 6/21/20*

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 6/21/20*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 6/21/20*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 6/21/20*

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 6/21/20*

LIMIT 2 - Coupon valid through 6/21/20*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 6/21/20*

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 6/21/20*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 6/21/20*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 6/21/20*

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 6/21/20*

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 6/21/20*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 6/21/20*

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 6/21/20*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 6/21/20*

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 6/21/20*

COMPARE TO

$1352

PERFORMANCE 
TOOL

MODEL: W2364

• Magnetic Base &
360° Swivel Hook

• 3-AAA Batteries 
(included)

• 144 Lumens

SUPER BRIGHT LED/SMD
WORK LIGHT/FLASHLIGHT

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

OVER 5,000
 5 STAR REVIEWS

ITEM 63878/63991/64005
60566/63601/67227shown

ITEM 68998/63248/64080/64263/63091 shown

SAVE
54%

SUPER
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOW

 

130 PIECE TOOL KIT
WITH CASE

COMPARE TO $ 6639 
ANVIL MODEL: A137HOS

$3999

ITEM 60395/62325/62493/61523 shown

SAVE
$46

SUPER
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOW

$

300 LB. CAPACITY
ATV/LAWN MOWER LIFT

• Fits lawnmowers/ATV/
Quads with wheelbases 
25" to 39" wide

COMPARE TO $ 12147 
MAX LOAD MODEL:  38028 

$ 9999

ITEM 64031, 64720, 64722, 64721, 64033, 64059, 56429

SAVE
$630

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

• 15,000 cu. in. of storage
$22999

9

YOUR CHOICE

OF 7 COLORS

30", 5 DRAWER
MECHANIC'S CARTS

COMPARE TO

$830 
MODEL: KRBC10TBPES

Snap-on
BLUE-POINT

ITEM 63135/61451 shown

SAVE
65%

Customer Rating

NOW

 

AMMO DRY BOX 

COMPARE TO $999

RANGEMAXX MODEL: 1312-92

$ 599

$1499

SAVE
44%

SUPER
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOW

$

4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER

COMPARE TO

$1799
 PERFORMAX 

MODEL: 2411-1

ITEM 56241/64857 shown

SAVE
$85

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

 

20 GALLON, 135 PSI
OIL-LUBE
AIR COMPRESSOR

COMPARE TO

$24999
PORTER-CABLE 

MODEL: 118903799

• Air delivery: 
4.0 SCFM @ 90 PSI 

$18999

ITEM
63350

SAVE $77

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

4 AMP HIGH FREQUENCY
BATTERY CHARGER/MAINTAINER

COMPARE TO $105
SNAP-ON MODEL: EEBM500A

$3699

ITEM 64799/63934 shown

SAVE
83%

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

588 LUMEN TACTICAL
FLASHLIGHT 

COMPARE TO $5999

STREAMLIGHT MODEL: PROTAC 1L

NOW
5"

$1499

ITEM 62859/63055/62860 shown

SAVE
$120

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOW

 

10 FT. x 17 FT.
PORTABLE GARAGE

COMPARE TO

 SHELTER 
LOGIC

$ 29075 
MODEL: 76377 $19999

ITEM 62434, 62426, 62433, 62432,
62429, 64179, 62428, 64178 shown

SAVE 66%

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOW

 

MECHANICS GLOVES

COMPARE TO

$1499
VALEO

MODEL:  25521 

$549

AVAIL. IN SM,
MED, LG, XL, XXL

ITEM 5889/62281/61637 shown

SAVE
83%

SUPER
COUPON

Customer Rating

NOW
9  

29 PIECE
TITANIUM

DRILL BIT SET

COMPARE TO

$6814
 DEWALT 

MODEL: DW1369

$1899

ITEM 56720/63584 shown

SAVE $1,319

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOW

COMPARE TO $2,019
HONDA MODEL: EU3000iS1A

$79999

3500 WATT SUPER QUIET
INVERTER GENERATOR

•  11 hour run time 

ITEM 64008/64011 shown

SAVE $284

SUPER
COUPON

10 GUN ELECTRONIC
SECURITY SAFE

COMPARE TO

$56457
STACK-ON

MODEL: SS-16-MB-E

• CA DOJ compliant

Contents not included.

$32999
Customer Rating

ITEM 60497/61899
62399/63095/63096/63097/63098 shown

SAVE 65%

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOW
9

18" x 12"
MOVER'S DOLLY

COMPARE TO

$ 2299 
 BUFFALO TOOLS 

MODEL:  HDFDOLLY 

• 1000 lb. capacity

$ 1099

SAVE $494

SUPER
COUPON

Customer Rating20v LITHIUM-ION
EXTREME TORQUE
IMPACT WRENCH KITS

99
YOUR CHOICE

ITEM 61765/46411 shown

SAVE 50%

Customer Rating

NOW

7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" CAMOUFLAGE
WEATHER RESISTANT TARP

COMPARE TO

$899
WEATHERMASTER

MODEL: 300083999

$599

Case contents not included.

ITEM 64520

SAVE
$155

99

• 50-3/8" L
• 13-5/8" W
• 5-1/8" H

$14999

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

Pick and pull foam insert for 
impact-absorbing protection

Adjustable pressure
relief valve
equalizes pressure
for easy opening Pre-drilled for two padlocks 

(locks sold separately)

Strong, secure, 
easy-open latches

Super strong 
reinforced 
polypropylene 
construction

COMPARE TO

$ 26999 
 PELICAN 

MODEL: DOUBLE RIFLE

 WEATHERPROOF 
PROTECTIVE RIFLE CASE 

MODEL 9800

ITEM 64349

ITEM 63537/64195
63852 shown

1/2" ANVIL

2" EXTENDED
ANVIL

COMPARE TO

$72485
SNAP-ON

MODEL: CT8850PDB,
CTB8185BK, CTC720

Includes battery 
and charger.

* 27609362 *
 2 7 6 0 9 3 6 2 

* 27608013 *
 2 7 6 0 8 0 1 3 

* 27685536 *
 2 7 6 8 5 5 3 6 

* 27680323 *
 2 7 6 8 0 3 2 3 

* 27661603 *
 2 7 6 6 1 6 0 3 

* 27634891 *
 2 7 6 3 4 8 9 1 

* 27684326 *
 2 7 6 8 4 3 2 6 

* 27672080 *
 2 7 6 7 2 0 8 0 

* 27694910 *
 2 7 6 9 4 9 1 0 

* 27624229 *
 2 7 6 2 4 2 2 9 

* 27684905 *
 2 7 6 8 4 9 0 5 

* 27676327 *
 2 7 6 7 6 3 2 7 

* 27645898 *
 2 7 6 4 5 8 9 8 

* 27624471 *
 2 7 6 2 4 4 7 1 

* 27681003 *
 2 7 6 8 1 0 0 3 

* 27667623 *
 2 7 6 6 7 6 2 3 

* 27644508 *
 2 7 6 4 4 5 0 8 

* 27620066 *
 2 7 6 2 0 0 6 6 

* 27618124 *
 2 7 6 1 8 1 2 4 



which means it’s easier to rack

than a striker-fired gun yet delivers a 

strong strike on a primer for sure igni-

tion. While trigger pull averaged about 

five pounds, it has a clean and snappy 

reset.

Controls are straightforward. The 

manual safety lever is on the left side 

only. This safety might take a little get-

ting used to because it pivots on the 

front side of the lever rather than the 

rear as most other guns.

When down, in the Fire position, a 

red dot appears under the lever; when 

up, a capital “S” appears for Safe. But 

you have to have good eyes to see 

both. Additionally, the pistol has an 

integrated trigger safety to prevent the 

hammer from falling unless the trigger 

is pulled.

With the slide locked back and 

the magazine out, I had a hard time 

working the slide stop as a release. 

I needed to pull back on the slide a 

little while pulling down on the stop to 

release the slide.

The Viridian laser is made of high-

strength polymer. It is mounted on the 

trigger guard and is also attached to 

the pistol’s Picatinny rail. A red on/off 

switch is found on either side of the 

unit. Pushing it in will activate the la-

ser; pushing it again shuts it off. If you 

forget to turn it off, it will power down 

within five minutes.

The unit has adjustments for both 

windage and elevation. The laser is 

supposed to come sighted in, and 

while the dot seemed to align with 

the sights as I first took the gun out of 

the box, when I took it to the range, 

I discovered I needed to make some 

adjustments.

At the range, I was impressed how 

the gun handled in my hand simply 

because of the wide grip. Shooting a 

short-barreled compact gun in 9mm 

can be hard on the hands with a nar-

row grip, but the Ruger never wore 

me down throughout the morning of 

shooting—even with the Barnes +P 

loads.

The sights were more than ade-

quate, and even though I was shooting 

in the daylight, I did try the laser, which 

was somewhat visible at the 15-yard 

line. Indoors the laser was bright and 

gave a clean sight picture at anything 

I aimed at. 

The five-pound trigger pull made it 

hard to get small groups, and going 

into it I figured I would be more than 

satisfied if all my shots would be within 

a three-inch circle. So I was more than 

pleased at the averages I got. The best 

group of the day went to Hornady’s 

124-grain XTP: a 2.6-inch five-shot 

group.

My only concern was the fact that 

<

 The single-side safety has a red 
indicator when in the Fire position. 
Trzoniec found the slide lock lever 
difficult to use as a slide release.

ACCURACY RESULTS | RUGER SECURITY-9 COMPACT W/VIRIDIAN LASER
 Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.

9mm Luger Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)

Barnes TAC-XPD +P 115 974 38 2.6

SIG V-Crown JHP 115 1,055 14 2.8

Hornady Custom XTP 124 1,058 17 2.7

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of five five-shot groups at 15 yards from a sandbag rest. Velocities are averages of 25 
shots recorded on an Oehler Model 35P chronograph. Abbreviation: JHP, jacketed hollowpoint

| FIRING LINE REPORT

7BETTER WAYS
TO TRAIN

TIM KENNEDY ON PREPAREDNESS

←

G
U

N
S

 &
 A

M
M

O
 

P
E

R
S

O
N

A
L

 D
E

F
E

N
S

E
 

2
0

1
7

P
R

IN
T

E
D

 IN
 U

.S
.A

.

9mm PRO CARRY II

COMBATIVES 
COMPARISONS

THE HISTORY BEHIND 
THE MYSTERY
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CHINA’S
TYPE 81 5.56 AK

AK FUN AT
RED OKTOBER

IWI’S
GALIL PISTOL

SHORT
BARRELED 
SHOTGUN?

THINK VEPR!

OK, THE AK’S 
RELIABLE; WHY?

MODERN MUZZLE 
DEVICES TAME

YOUR AK

SIRE OF THE BREED 
RPG-2

NOW AVAILABLE AT OUR 

ONLINE NEWSSTAND 

OSGNEWSSTAND.COM

SPECIAL 

NEWSSTAND-ONLY 

SHOOTING PUBLICATIONS

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM



when the gun went empty, getting it

back into battery is a two-hand op-

eration. With your thumb on the slide 

lock, you have to pull the slide back 

just a bit with your other hand to let 

the slide follow to chamber a round.

Figuring I did not have my Wheaties 

for breakfast, I asked another shooter 

to try it, and he also had to use both 

hands. So if you like to use the slide-

lock lever as a release, this is some-

thing to consider.

For a price point of under $450, 

I rate the made-in-America Ruger 

Security-9 with the laser a good buy. 

Ruger continues to produce top-

quality, reasonably priced firearms for 

sporting and defense uses. This gun is 

one of them.

Buy it now. Log on to GalleryofGuns.com, select 

this firearm, pay a deposit and it will be at your 

local gun store in two days. When purchased from 

GalleryofGuns.com, Davidson’s guarantees to repair 

or replace this firearm for life.

<

 The Viridian red laser attaches to 
the trigger guard and rail. It has on/
off buttons on both sides of the unit.

<

 The coned barrel locks up tightly in 
the slide, and the front of the slide 
and the Picatinny rail are contoured 
for easy holstering.

www.rival-arms.com

BUILD KITS
Everything you need to finish your build

Color Matched Optic-Ready Slide And 

Flaired 2-Piece Magwell

Fitted Black Threaded Barrel

Stainless Steel Guide Rod Assembly

Our Proven Slide Completion Kit

SLIDES + MAGWELLS
A little bit or all the way it is up to you

Available as individual components

or as color matched sets

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM
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TODAY, SHOOTERS HAVE THE PICK OF

the litter when it comes to a 1911 

with personality. One of the newest 

editions to the fold is a case-hard-

ened Model 1911 by Auto-Ordnance 

($1,327). The gun is stunning with its 

unique color case-hardened finish, 

executed in what Auto-Ordnance 

calls a “swirling” pattern. The finish 

is found not only on the frame and 

slide but also has been carried over 

to the trigger and controls. It is well 

done and very even on all parts.

All of the slide, slide cocking 

serrations and frame flats are true, 

with no over polishing or rounded 

corners. For traditionalists, the 

words “Model 1911A1 U.S. Army” 

are stamped boldly on the left side 

of the slide. 

Both the trigger and hammer are 

serrated for a non-slip surface, and 

it comes fitted with the traditional 

five-inch machined barrel.

Breaking at 7.5 pounds, the trigger 

is not going to win any competition

medals. The hammer is wide, has a 

safety stop position and includes the 

modern firing pin block.

If you didn’t already know this, 

Auto-Ordnance warns never to use 

this half-cock position as a manual 

safety, as it was designed to prevent 

the hammer from hitting the inter-

nal firing pin if it should slip from 

your thumb while cocking. To use it 

as a safety could damage the sear, 

leading to an accidental discharge.

The beavertail grip safety seems 

a bit wider than the original Model 

1911, but it’s in step with modern 

times with its memory groove. The 

gun has an arched mainspring 

housing, something I have always 

approved of since it positions the 

gun correctly in your hand.

This housing has been vertically 

serrated, and the base sports a lan-

yard loop as per original guns. The 

frontstrap is polished smooth, while 

the magazine release is checkered 

with the base of the single seven-

round magazine fitting perfectly 

flush with the bottom of the frame.

Auto-Ordnance took a bit of li-

cense with the thumb safety. There’s 

a small, checkered nub that sticks 

out for easy access rather than a 

longer, tapered appendage. The 

slide lock/release is standard fare, 

serrated for non-slip use.

The low-mounted sights are rudi-

mentary at best, with a blade front 

sight and a rear sight assembly drift-

adjustable for windage.

The wood grips are a standout, as 

they are not only nicely checkered 

with the traditional double-diamond 

pattern but also have a large U.S. 

logo engraved in an oval in the cen-

ter. Oil finished, they are a distinc-

tive part of this fabled .45.

For those wanting the flavor of 

the older Model 1911 with a touch of 

class, look no further.

A-O CASE-HARDENED 1911

 | BACK PAGE BEAUTIES | By STAN TRZONIEC



YOU WON’T FIND ANOTHER 
RED DOT OPTIC LIKE THIS ONE.

Store up to ten zeroing profi les for ten diff erent guns, 

regardless of caliber. That means you’ll save time and 

ammo not having to re-zero when you swap the sight from 

one gun to the next. It’s the only optic you will ever need!

www.meprolight.com   |   

Over 20 diff erent reticles.

Digital Compass

Sight Leveler

Bluetooth 
Connection

Shot Counter
(Upcoming software upgrade)

Automatic Digital Zeroing 
using Double Shoot™ App

Frequent fi rmware and
features update.

SAVE UP TO 10 ZEROING PROFILES.



Every day tough meets every day carry

Stoeger brings an earned reputation for durable, 

dependable shotguns to the world of semiautomatic

pistols with the new STR-9.  This striker-fired 9mm 

comes packed with features you'd expect in a pistol

costing twice as much. Its integrated rail, internal 

safety, reversible magazine release, optimized slide 

serrations, three-dot sight system and enhanced

ergonomics deliver consistent performance and

comfort. Three interchangeable backstraps offer a

custom fit to get you on target quickly. To experience 

its fit, feel, balance and quality first hand, ask your 

firearm dealer to show you the new Stoeger STR-9. For 

more information, please visit StoegerIndustries.com.

ugg an lia l rot ction
The all-new STR-9 from Stoeger

STR-9, 9MM
15+1 CAPACITY

Shotguns ¥ Pistols ¥ Air Guns



THE NEW STANDARD IN PERFORMANCE AND FEATURES

GO TO WILSONCOMBAT.COM 

FOR MORE ON THE ENTIRE

E XPERIOR COLLECTION

BY design



Super tough  
DLC finished barrel
Durable, easy to clean.

CRISP BREAK
Premium trigger, set at 4-5lbs.

undercut
Material removed from 
under the trigger guard for 
higher grip access.

360º GRIP
TEXTURING
Stiplex™ texturing 
and stair-stepped
serrations keep 
you confi dent.

All day.
All night.  
Tritium and fi ber sights.

©2020, KIMBER MFG., INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. INFORMATION AND SPECIFICATIONS ARE FOR REFERENCE ONLY AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

what all guns should beª
(888) 243-4522
KIMBERAMERICA.COM

MADE IN

AMERICA

available in

9mm, .45 acp, 10mm
For more information on Rapide (Black Ice) 
visit kimberamerica.com

Rapide Black Ice




	Blank Page

