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Firm’s bosses keen on a move into the new electric rallycross series
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Ogier was a four-time title
winner with the Polo R

ByDavid Evans

Volkswagen is targeting
afactory-level return
to motorsportinan
electrified World
Rallycross Championship.
The German manufactureris
already gearingupitselectric
entry for next year’s Pikes Peak
andanelectricrallycross car
would likely build from that
knowledge of batteriesand
electricdrivetrain technology.
After departing the World Rally
Championship followingthe
diesel-gate scandal at the end of
2016, Volkswagen has worked
moreon customer-based projects,
such asits Golf GTITCRracecar

and morerecently the Polo GTIR5.

Supporting Petter Solberg’s
PSRX squad in this year’s World
Rallycross Championship has
beenaninstant hit, with Swede
Johan Kristoffersson taking
thetitleinaPolo GTISupercar.

Between him and Solberg, they
won eight of the 12races and took
theteams’ title by 129 points from

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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the Peugeot-Hansen challenge.
But Volkswagen Motorsport
director Sven Smeets said the
Pikes Peak carholds thekey to
thefirm’sreturntofactory-level
participationinmotorsport.
“Icanemphasiseit [Pikes Peak]
isthe projectfor2018,” he said.
“For the future, we have to do well
and prove the conceptis working
with aneyetothefutureinthe
electric world in motorsport.”
And Volkswagen’s eyeisfirmly
one-WRXrather than FormulaE.

Smeetstold MN: “Forusit’sclear

when we enter asa works team

[it will] always be with cars very
closelylinked to the product on
theroad. So, if we can callit
e-WRX, it would be one of the
firstseries we could have a proper
look at because it would fulfil
thoserequirements.”

Smeets confirmed Volkswagen
Motorsporthasjoined other
manufacturers on the FIA’s
technical working group
regardingtheelectrification
of WRX.

“Asamotorsportcompany we

ﬁerman giant tempted l—% areturn to

5 -

wanttobeattheheartof
motorsportand be somewhere
with a worksteam. Today it’s not
the case, but we are concentrating
onallof the projects—and there
areafew-tomakeasuccess of
them all. Bute-WRX could be
somethinginthefuturethat
wehaveagoodlookat.”

World Rallycross promoter
Paul Bellamy admitted he was
working towards electrifyingthe
series for2020.

“Thisisatthetopof ouragenda,”
Bellamy told MN. “Wearein
regular dialogue with the FIA
about theregulations and what

“We want
a factory
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VW EYES FACTORY
RETURN WITH ELECTRIC
RALLYCROSS CAR

formelectric WRX would take.
Oneof themajor areas we are
workingon is keeping this
championship affordable and
notjustaffordable for the
manufacturers, butthe
privateersas well.
“Wearetalkingtonine
manufacturers about this—
including theincumbents
Volkswagen, Peugeot and Audi -
and they want this for 2020. That’s
feasible, but we have to work to get
theregulations absolutely right
and then getthem delivered as
quickly aspossible. Thisisa
very exciting spacerightnow.”
Volkswagen’s Pikes Peak car will
berevealed in March or April next
year, when it will also start testing.
“The Pikes Peak caris
progressing in-house,” said
Smeets. “Another bigpartof the
company isfully into thatand we
arevery closeto the first wind
tunnel concept. We hope to present
aproper carinMarch or April,
but fortesting, it’snot so easy. We
canonlyrunatPikes Peak atthe
official testin June. Otherwise we

arelookingforuphillroadsand,
of course, our own test track
in Wolfsburg.”

Aregularroad-goingelectric
Volkswagen caris already being
tested, with Smeetsadding:

“This [car] hasnothingtodo with
Pikes Peak, it’sjust to confirm the
drivetrain and battery concept.”

Volkswagen’srecordin
motorsport hasbeen exceptional,
with a hat-trick of Dakar victories
aprecursor tothemarque’s
moveintothe World Rally
Championship. Aftera year of
learningtheropes with a Skoda
Fabia S2000, the PoloR WRC
arrived in 2013 and won the
drivers’ (Sebastien Ogier)and
manufacturers’ titlesfor the
nextfouryears.

Andthenthere wasthis year’s
success with the PSRX
Volkswagen Sweden squad, a
shared enterprise with
Volkswagen Motorsportin
Hanover preparingthe
cars, which werethenrun
by three-time FIA world
champion Solberg.

WRC TEAMS START TEST PROGRAMMES > > > PAGE 10

While Smeets considersa
potential e-WRX venture, he says
nothing will change in the Solberg
alliancein theimmediate future.

Smeetssaid: “Theideaisthat we
runinexactly the same conditions
as2017innext year’s World
Rallycross Championship.”

Solberg welcomed the news of a
possible Volkswagen return at
factorylevel. The Norwegian told
MN: “World Rallycrossisreally
coming now, we have seen this
forthelast couple of yearsand
this[electric] vehicleis the next
stepfortheseries. To have
Volkswagen behind this would
bemassive-justlook what
they did when they cameto the
World Rally Championship. It
would beincredible for the
future of thissport.”

Volkswagenisnottheonly
manufacturerlookingat
steppingupitsinvolvement
in WRX, with Peugeot canning
its Dakar projectin order tofocus
onnextyear’s World Rallycross
series with Sebastien Loeb
leading the attack.
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Merc benchmark
Mercedes is close to breaking
the 1000bhp barrier with its F1
engine, according to the firm’s
engine boss Andy Cowell.
Power unit development this
year has been such that the
Silver Arrows’ units have
already been rated above
900bhp, and are now on course
for the next milestone. “We’re
close [to 1000bhp],” said
Cowell. “Pm sure that will
happen at some point.”

Aston‘disruptors’
Aston Martin CEO Andy Palmer
has described the British firm as
a“disruptor” in the debate over
the 2021 F1 engine regulations.
While a number of manufacturers
have criticised the proposed rules,
Aston Martin feels they are a step
inthe right direction. “We are
acutely conscious that the current
incumbents will try to bring the
sport towards whatever they have
right now,” Palmer said. “l would
if Iwas in their shoes too. We stick
out there as the disruptor, which |
like. If we do an engine, we won't
do it by ourselves. We'll start now
to look for partners.”

Kvyat backed
Red Bull’s Helmut Marko oddly
threw his support behind the
driver his team ousted this
year, by saying Daniil Kvyat has
more talent than both current
Toro Rosso drivers, Pierre
Gasly and Brendon Hartley.
Kvyat was demoted from Red
Bull, then dumped altogether
from the Mexican GP. When
asked if he thought the
Russian had more talent than
his current STR drivers, Marko
said: “Yes, | completely agree.
Unfortunately he just showed
itin his firstyear with STR

and in his first year with

Red Bull Racing. After that

his performance went
dramatically down. He had
brake and tyre issues that
[Daniel] Ricciardo didn’t have.
Something happened to him
mentally and he lost his speed
and his ease.”

Money talks

Felipe Massa reckons his
replacement at Williams will
ultimately be decided by the
funding they can bring to the team.
Williams is mulling over its options,
but richly-backed Sergey Sirotkin
is currently favourite for the seat
(see story, right). Massa said:
“The path of the team is financial,
including [Robert] Kubica, so

it does not surprise me [to see
Sirotkin as the favourite]. But
Idon’t know what will happen. I'm
not following the team now. My
thoughts are in other things and
what I'm doing from now, and it's
not F1 anymore.”

Engine deal hrmgs “good pressure” for works team

By Robert Ladbrook

Renault Formula 1 advisor
Alain Prost insists the firm has
noregretsin striking a deal to
supply McLaren from next
season, despite the move being
likely to tighten up competition
forits own works team.

Renaultfinished sixthin the
Constructors’ Championship this
year afteratight battle with Toro
Rosso, Williams and Haas. McLaren
wasninth after another desperate
campaign with Honda, which
eventually led to the Woking
team switchingtothe French
supplier from next season.

While some have questioned why
Renault would want to supply what
willlikely now be a powerful rival
team, Prostinsisted it was within
the spirit of competitiontodo so.

Prosttold MN’ssister title

l

Autosport: “It willmake pressure for
us, because we will have one more
competitorinourfield. But we know
thatand we hope thatit’s goingtobe
positive pressure, andit’safact that
we have to beat everybody anyway.
“If youmake aresume of this
season for us, sixth position isnot too
bad. Attheend of the second part of
the season we were very close to
beingmost of the time the fourth
team in terms of performance.
“Wehadreliability problems, and
when you have reliability problems,
youhave to godown in performance.
It’snotan excuse, but what we
showed in AbuDhabi[when Nico
Hulkenbergfinished sixth] was when
weputeverythingtogether, with the
pressure we had, we can manage to
doit[fight furtherupthe order].
“The gapinfrontisstill big, but we
are goingtoimprove the performance
of theengine, butit’salwaysarisk.

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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McLaren will 11ke1y rival
= Renault team next season

It’salwaysa challenge for us.” Norris to be husy with McLaren
McLaren’s Eric Boullier added:
“McLaren and Renaultarenowin McLarenracinghead Renault Eurocupand
the ‘getto know each other better’ EricBoullier says then the European F3
phase. We are buildingrelationships, British driver Lando crown this year.
and we want to make sure this Norriswill havea “IThopethatone
honeymoon period lastsalotlonger ‘busy life’ next year day he will drive for
thanthelastone! asherampsuphis McLaren, that’s why
“Ithink it would be wrongto draft preparations for wetook himon,” said
any expectations now [for 2018]. Iam Formulal. Boullier when asked
afan of the motto ‘over-deliver but The18-year-oldwill  aboutNorris’s
under-promise’,sothere’sno tackleFormula2with  programme for2018.
promises of where we’llbejust yet.” the Carlinteam next “ButfirsthehasF2
Prostadded that, even fora season with backing —agood sporting
manufacturer team like Renault, from McLaren, and challenge for him.
the $6.5million hike in prize money will dovetail that with “He will spend alot of
for finishing sixth over seventh in hiscommitmentasthe timeinthesimulator
the Constructors’ wasabigboost. team’stest, reserve andhe willhave the
“Themoneyisimportant,” hesaid. andsimulatordriver.  opportunity totest.
“Andalsothefact wegotitinthelast Norrishaswonatitle Hewasalsopushing
raceisveryimportant-it givesthe ineachof theyearshe forsomeFP1outings,
motivation tothe people duringthe hasraced single- butIamnotafan of
winter. They feel alittle less pressure seaters—winning this. But he will still
and are happier to work.” British F4, Formula have abusylife.”

Williams will wait until January
toreveal its second driver, with
the team insisting it will not

No Williams driver decision until January, as Kubica and Sirotkin sweat

In addition to Sirotkin and
Kubica; Paul di Resta, Daniil
Kvyat and Pascal Wehrlein all

While his testing performances
have been impressive given his
life-changing injuries, data

rush its decision.

The Grove squad has tested
Robert Kubica, 33, and Renault
reserve driver Sergey Sirotkin,
22, inrecent weeks as it mulls
its options toreplace the
retired Felipe Massa.

from the last bout of testing in
Abu Dhabireportedly suggests
Sirotkin would be the better
performance option. The Russian
would also bring substantial
budget to the team through his
link with SMP Bank.

remain connected with the team.
Williams confirmed this

week that, with the winter break

approaching, no announcement

would be made until January on

who will partner Lance Stroll

next term.
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‘Alonso shocked motorsport [* 12”— -
world with Indy 500 debut’ '

Defining moments of the year, p20
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AHMED MOVES TO HI
IN EUROPEAN FORMULA 3

Rebellion signs
Lotterer/Jani

Rebellion Racing has
signed Le Mans 24

Hours winners Andre
Lotterer and Neel Jani
asitreturnstothe

LMP1 class of the World
Endurance Championship
next season.

The team stepped down
from LMP1 to LMP2 this
year and won the drivers’

Runaway BRDC British Formula 3 title with Bruno Senna
champion Enaam Ahmed willracein the and Julien Canal.
Formula 3 European Championship next Butit has now

season with Hitech GP.
The17-year-old, afinalistin this year’s

announced itis rejoining
the privateer ranks of the

McLaren Autosport BRDC Award, has top class with whatis
beenannounced asamember of the expected to be anew
Silverstone-based squad’s 2018line-up design penned by ORECA.

following hisrecent testing programme.
Ahmed also tested with Prema

Three-time Le Mans
winner Lotterer and Jani

Powerteam and Carlin before racking up were both without WEC

mileage in Spain and Portugal with the drives following Porsche’s

Dallara-Mercedes-equipped Hitech team. withdrawal from LMP1
“I'm super-excited tojoin Hitech formy at the end of this year

debut FIA F3season,” said Ahmed.
“I'veknown Oliver [Oakes, team

principal] since Iwas 10in karting so we

have a close workingrelationship already.

2017 British F3 season

and both had moved into
Formula E. But, despite
remaining Porsche factory
drivers, the duo will stay

“Ifeel athome within the team and feel inthe WEC as there are
like we could have a strong package going no clashes with FE.
intonextyear.” “I’m very happy to

This will be the third full season for join the champion
Hitech GP.Itscars weretakentorace Rebellion team,” said
winsin2016and’17 by Ahmed’sfellow Lotterer. “The LMP1
Britons George Russell, Ben Barnicoat projectis very exciting
and Jake Hughes. and to be able to go on

. With Hughes tipped toreturntothe with the Le Mans 24
GP3Series next season, Ahmed could Hours and the WEC
bejoined in the Hitechline-up by versatile challenge is something
Spaniard Alex Palou-arace winner Idid not want to miss.”
inJapanese F3 this season—and his Jani added: “I’'m looking
former BRDC F3rival Ben Hingeley, forward to coming back
both of whom have been testing with where my endurance
thesquadrecently. career started nine
@ Force India protege Jehan Daruvala years ago.
willremainin the F3 European “Rebellion Racing
Championship forasecond played a huge role in my
season with the Carlinteam. The career and also helped
19-year-old, from Mumbai, finished me to become a factory
sixthin the championshipinhisrookie driver for Porsche.”
F3season, scoringonerace victory at Rebellion’s other drivers
the Norisring. Hehad also participated for next season will be
inthe post-season GP3 Series testsat Senna, Mathias Beche,
Yas Marinain AbuDhabi. Ahmed dominated Thomas Laurent and

Gustavo Menezes.

Former F1 driver Massa apologises after team-mate throws punches against rival, marring Brazilian karting event

Ex-Formulaldriver FelipeMassa AlGrandPrixracerTukaRocha, andconfrontedeach other.Dantas “From whatIsaw, the whole
hasapologised after one of his who waslyingsecondintherace then pinned Rocha to the ground team should be disqualified,”
team-mates brawled with arival and tryingtocatchleader Massa. while punchinghis helmet. Massasaid of the previous
after they crashed out of the 500 Afterrepeated contact between Security guardshadtoendthe encounters between them. “But
Milhas de Kartevent. them, Rochapunted Dantasoff the fight, whichresultedin thatdidnothappen, and what
RodrigoDantas, whowasdriving track, with both kartscomingto disqualification of all kartsin happened next wasa war inside
for Massa’s team, was holdingup restagainstthetyrebarrier. thetwo teams—-MDG Matrix and thetrack.
former World Series by Nissan and The pair got out of their karts Sambaiba Centerbus Racing. “Forme, thisisverysadand

sadder still to seemy team within
that. It wasnot my decision-Iwas
drivingthe [leading] kart-but
Tapologise to everyone for what
happened, because Ihave never
seen anythinglikeitinmy career.
“The competitionisinside the
track, butneverinthis way.”

WEC:Lotterer (i) and Jani (r)

THE FASTEST NEWS . - . =
ROUND UP - releasedits DTMdriversfornextseason. : Conway and Jose Maria Lopez NZ Toyota Hacmg sel'les fl)I' cal'lln’s F‘.
- - Following the announcement that - allremaining... The son of former
* Maxime Martin has splitwiththe marque, : Formula 1 racer Jean-Marc Gounon James Pull, runner-up said Pull, who raced
- hisand Blomqvist's placeswillbetaken  : has been unveiled as part of Bentley's in the BRDC British with Carlin this season
- byEngand European Formula3runner-  : line-up forthe Blancpain GT Series Formula3 alongside champion,
Vi - upJoel Eriksson... Toyota has also : nextyear. Spa 24 Hours winner Jules Championship this Enaam Ahmed.
- announced thatit will keep all six : Gounon willtake Oliver Jarvis' place season, will head to “Forme, 2017 was a
: ofitsLMP1driversundercontract  : withthe Briton heading to IMSA with New Zealand and very successful year
- forthe WEC ‘superseason’.The : the Mazda Joest squad. .. Alex compete in the Toyota and to finish second in
BMW has revealed its drivers for : manufacturer hasall butconfirmed : Zanardiis targeting a return to Racing Series. the British F3
the 2018/19 World Endurance - itwillremain in the WEC next : Americanracingin2019witha The Singapore-born Championship in my
Championship ‘superseason’ as - season with Sebastien Buemi, : planned entryin the Daytona 24 Briton has joined M2 firstyearin F3 was a
its M8 GTE makes itsdebut. BMW  : Anthony Davidson, Kazuki : Hours. The Italian s working on Competition, whichhas greatresult. Now my
regulars Nicky Catsburg, Augusto - Nakajima, Kamui Kobayashi, Mike aspecial braking system for the previously run Nick attention is fully
Farfus, Antonio Felixda Costa and = BMW M8 GTE so Cassidy, Lance Stroll focused on TRS with M2 beorearp \ (=
Martin Tomczyk will complete the he can use his and Lando Norris to Competition and, like i
full season and will be joined prosthetic legs title success. all the drivers that
by Tom Blomqvist, - and if successful he will “Ihave heard great will be there, I want
Alexander Sims l. bepartoftheline-up things about the the title and will be
and Philipp Eng!or forthe2019race... championship from pushing hard.”
the Le Mans and fellow drivers in Europe The five-event series
Sebring rounds... BMW announced and so cannot wait to will begin on January
BMW hasalso drivers forWEC getout on the track,” 12 at Ruapuna Park. : =
Pull came second in British F3
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Dropped scores

The Renault UK Clio Cup has
reintroduced dropped scores for next
season —just a year after deciding to
ditch the system. Drivers will be able
to drop one of theirscores in the final
points tally but this can’t be one of
the races part of the Brands Hatch
season finale weekend. Points will
also be awarded down to 15th place
instead of to 20th. The Masters Cup
has also been axed for2018.

BRITISHCGT.COM

I MOTOR.

>H FOR ADAM IN

Clio calendar

An expanded six-event Renault UK Clio
Cup Junior calendar has been unveiled

for next season. The inaugural campaign
this year was over just four weekends

after the series was initially postponed.
The 2018 calendar features trips to
Silverstone, Rockingham, Donington Park,
Snetterton, Croft and Brands Hatch with
the season beginning in March and ending
in November, but with a three-month break
between Apriland July for the exam season.

Aston Martin
Vantage GT3

DPTIM
SWITI

/

Caldwell’s success
British Formula 4 racer Olli Caldwell
claimed his maiden single-seater
triumph lastweek when he won

the third race of the UAE F4 season
in Abu Dhabi. The 15-year-old sits
fourthin the points after the opening
event of the series.

018

—

Scot willl share Astom Martin) Yantage) alongsite) Haighin British) G/

By RobertLadbrook Scottish star Adamisalready the only
driver to win the GT3 crown with two

differentteams—Beechdean AMR in

new GTE car planned for 2019.
Optimum boss Shaun Goff, whose team
will also benefit from engineeringand

Traynor confirmed Jonathan Adam will attempt to

Shaun Traynor has been confirmed as the
750 Motor Club’s Toyota MR2 champion
this year after a ruling by the National Court.
Traynor had collected the most points but
his rival Lewis Ward successfully protested
that Traynor had the incorrect amount of
camber on his carin the season finale.

But Traynor's appeal to the National Court
has now been successful. The club's
competitions manager Giles Groombridge
said: “| was getting a bit worried there
wouldn't be a decision before our awards
ceremony in January. He was deserving, |
think he won 10races this year.”

Record rebate

become the firstdriverin history to
win the British GT Championship
with three differentteams, when
he returns nextyearas partofa
new Aston Martin effort from
Optimum Motorsport.

Optimum will field a single Vantage
GT3nextyear,and has signed factory
racer Adam tosharealongside
European GTregular Flick Haigh.

Thedeal will mark the first time
Optimum has competed in British
GT3sinceitranan Audi RLMSfora
part-campaignin2016. The team has
beenaregularinthe GT4 category
however, running the PMW-backed

2015and TF Sport for 2016.

Adamsaid: “Next yearis goingtobe
really exciting. I've had two great years
working with TF and Derek [Johnston,
team-mate] butasafactory driver you
often switch surroundings, soI’'mused
toadaptingtonew scenery.

“Ialways wanted to stay in British
GTbecause, with the World Endurance
Championship havingless dates next
year [due to the contest being spread
overits 13 month ‘superseason’]it’san

ideal second programme. I have to go for

thetitleagainasmakingmymarkona
seriesinany way is always special.”
Thisyearislikely to be thelastfor

technical support from AMR parent firm
Prodrive, said: “Flick felt the time was
righttotackle British GT, whichisan
incredibly tight series. When Jonny
wasmade available tous we had tograb
that chance with both hands.

“This will be his seventh year with the
Vantage sothereare very few drivers
outthere with hislevel of insightand
understanding of the car. He’ll work to
bringFlick ontooand Ithink we'rein
foragreatyear.”

@ TF Sport has yet to confirm its two pro
driversto share with Derek Johnston
and Mark Farmer for next year. Jon
Barnes could return, and a selection of

AMR’s other WEC drivers could also
appearattheteam.

The Motor Sports Association has
confirmed that arecord insurance
rebate will be returned to clubs this
year. A total of £472,000 has been
returned to clubs after the MSA’s
work to obtain the best possible
insurance arrangements. Alan

Gow, MSA Chairman, said: “mvery
proud thatthe MSA, through very
prudent financial and insurance
management, are able to provide this
largest-ever rebate to our clubs. It
isyet further demonstration of the
MSA’s real commitment in looking
afterourclubs.”

Ginetta—and latterly McLaren—of
Graham Johnson and Mike Robinson.

the current Vantage GT3, witha
replacement model mirroringthe

Adam has moved to Optimum

Ginetta factory support for Tregurtha/Middleton

British GT4champions Will Tregurtha
and Stuart Middleton will move into the
GT4European Seriesnext year after both
picked up factory support from Ginetta.

They willreunite with Charlie Kemp’s
HHC Motorsport team to campaigna
G55 GT4in the pan-European contest.

Off the back of their stellar maiden
British GT campaign, scoring three wins
on their way to becoming the youngest
driver pairingever tolift the GT4title,
both drivers have been signed to
Ginetta’s YoungDriver Programme.

The British firm will provide
sponsorship and spares support to
the 2018 programme, as well as both
becoming involved in driver and vehicle

development for the Leeds marque.
Ginetta’smotorsport manager Ashley
Gallagher said: “I’'m delighted to welcome
both Will and Stuart to our Young Driver
Programme. Both have come up through
the Ginettamotorsportladder, having
started in the Junior Scholarship.
They’re an excellent example of how
greatatraining platform the Junior
championshipisforafuturein GTracing.”
Kempadded: “It’s brilliant to have
both guysback for 2018 and to be helping
them make the next step in their careers.
European GT4 may not be the most
conventional option, but the categoryis
enjoyingareal boom atthe momentand
the European series sitsat the top of the

Duo won British
S GT4 title this year

Gulf result

The Kessel Racing Ferrari 488 GT3 of
Davide Rigon, Miguel Molina and Michael
Broniszewski won the Gulf 12 Hours in
Abu Dhabilast weekend. The TF Sport
Aston Martin Vantage of Ahmad Al Harthy,
Tom Jackson and Euan McKay led but had
to pit for gearbox repairs and finished as
the fourth-best GT car. United Autosports
LMP3 trio of Johnny Mowlem, Bonamy
Grimes and Tony Wells took second in class.

GT4market asthetoughest placeto
goand compete.

“The series will putthem on the
international stage andit’salso where
Ginetta’sinterestliesasabrand. There’s
nodoubtit’llbeachallenge. The tracks

will be new, as will the teams and other
cars, but that’snot much different to their
situation this year. They’re atailor-made
GT pairing with speed and skills that
complimenteach other.Iseenoreason
why they can’t bejust as successful again.”

Ford Fiesta youngster Kent to race Hyundai i30 N in 2018 TCR UK series after Brands Hatch taster day

Fiesta Championshiprace winner

Lewis Kent will graduate tothe

new TCR UK seriesnext year.
Kentsampled Hyundaiand Honda

Silverstone on March 31/April 1.

“It’saspecial bit of kit,” said Kent.
“It’salotdifferent to whatI'mused
todriving—itissodirect. Through
the corners you can feel everything,
it’sbrilliant.”

Inhisfirstseason of seniorracing
18-year-old Kent scored two wins on his
way tosecondin Class C of the BRSCC
Fiesta Championship, buthasmore
modest expectations for2018.

“It’sgoingto be challenging because
it’smy first year in something this big,
hesaid. “We’rehopingforatleasta
top-10finish in some of theracesand
if we’relucky atop-10finishinthe
championship, depending on how
many driversareonthe grid.” hasrevealed thatit willnotenter

Kentisthefirst UK seriesdriver TCR UK nextseason. The team had
confirmedtodrive Hyundai’snew TCR  boughta Volkswagen Golf but has
car, which wonitsdebutinternational  now decided to put this upfor sale
seriesracein October. Heisin talks andfocusonthe BT'CCin 2018.

withteams, buthasnotruledouta
family-run operation backed by long-
term sponsor Essex Bodies.

@ Brisky Racing-thesquad that
runsin partnership with British
Touring Car outfit Team Hard —

»

machinery atthe series’ taster day
atBrands Hatchlastmonth and has
now purchased a Hyundaii30 N. He
will collect the car from Frankfurt
in January before embarking on
anintensive test programme ahead
of thenew season that startsat

Kent will race
new Hyundai
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“Donegan’s win
is a beacon of

‘I have had to go out and
buy three more black suits!
BTCC champ Ash Sutton’s success, p42

Photos: Steve Jones, Ollie Read

| Club will not visit
) Anglesey in 2018

The 750 Motor Club will visit Pembrey
forthefirsttime since 2013 next

increased thenumber of layoutsit
canuseforrace meetings.

the opportunity to try different
circuits,” said Giles Groombridge of
750MC. “We’venot been to Pembrey
since 2013. Lots of drivers haven’t

raced there. They’ve made some
changestothecircuit which

obligated to visit multiple venues.
“Asoneof themajor clubsit’s

Park, Croft, Oulton Park, Brands
Hatch and Silverstone are allamong
the circuits with the only venue
change being Pembrey in for Anglesey.

Club Enduro now a championship

750 Motor Club formula
expandingtosix events.

Groombridge said: “We
were getting suggestions
and feedback from drivers
throughout the year [to

season. The numbers
were good enough to

topthreeinarace. From
2019, the topsixinthelast
year’s series will become
ineligible for the cup.

hope to drivers”

-
——

eith Donegan winning

the Mazda Road to Indy
scholarship Shootoutis
three things: 1) a deserved
break for a very exciting
oung talent; 2) emphatic

year, as the south Wales circuit will hopefully make theracing Thepopular ClubEnduro makeitachampionship].

replaces Anglesey. moreinteresting.” serieshas obtained We didapoll,asurvey, validation of Formula Ford 1600’s revived
The circuit has gone through major Headded thatas one of the “major” championshipstatusfor toseewhateveryone potential as a career springboard;

workinthepasttwoyears,whichhas =~ UKmotorsportclubs, the 750MCis the2018season, withthe ~wanted, attheend of the 3) abeacon of hope to drivers who

think a professional chance is beyond
theirresources.

Thefirst new sequence will follow importantto try and supportall Thefive-roundseries = warrantmovingto ) . . .
the opening Hatchets, Spitfiresand the venuesaround the UK,” he in2017builtonthestrong championshipstatus.” Unable to continue racing after being Ginetta
Dibeni corners. Drivers can now said. “Unfortunately we can’t go startafteritsdebut year The clubhasalsomade Junior runner-upin 2013, Donegan came offthe
continue straight on before heading everywhere every year. in2016.Itreceiveda changestothe RGB sidelines fora partial 2017 FF1600 seasonin
intoanew tightleft-hand corner and “I'msurewe’llbeback at Anglesey season-high42entriesat championship.Itnow aVan Diemen self-run with a very small team of
thenaright-hand bend which takes in2018and we’ve had some very Silverstonein Augustin  becomes RGB Sports : :
them back onto the existing track. successful meetings therein recent 2017and addsRockingham 1000, and hasintroduced fe}mﬂy ?ndtfnends (()n %nt?w 0{ ’t[)hedsmfl-lleslt guggets
Additional cornershave also been years. It wasjust time forachange.” and Oulton Park toits a Sporting Cup. Drivers © apy S ExleelelSeltiels
added on theback straight ahead The championship willhost 20race calendar for 2018. will score points towards buying the car). Now he has a $200,000
of theHonda Curve. meetingsin 2018, starting witha Club competitions the cup provided they [£150,000] cheque and a clear path towards
“It’simportanttoofferourmembers ~ March 17/18 opener at Donington manager Giles haven'tfinishedin the IndyCarinaladder system that genuinely rewards

success. That's an exceptional return on not very
much (in junior single-seater terms) investment.
There had always been hints of paddock

Spencer buys a Spire
for Bikesports hid

CNC Heads Sports/Saloons
champion Joe Spencer will
competein the 750 Motor Club’s
Bikesports Championshipina
newly-acquired Spire GT3in 2018.
Spencer headed Class Cin every
race hefinished in 2017 on the way
toanimpressive campaigninthe
British Automobile Racing Club-
runnorthern-based series. He
planstodefend histitlein the new
Spire, while dovetailing
commitments with Bikesports.
“Danny Bird bought one [a
Spire] halfway through the year
and we didn’t know they were
eligible [for the CNC series],”
said Spencer, whohasdrivena
Stuart Taylor Locosaki this year.
“We’ve always wanted a Radical-
type car. Still beingeligible for

Spencer raced St
the CNCisabigplusforus.

“InBikesports,Ilikethe
competitiveness. The way the
classesare structured keeps
costsdown.”

Spencer wasrobbed of collecting
the car-which will be builtfroma
kitby Joeand hisfatherin Leicester
—~byrecent snow. He hopesto
complete the build by March.

Of the challenge of steppingup
tothenew machinery, he said:
“I’'veonly ever driven the car we’ve

Donegan win will ‘help’ Formula Ford 1600

Keith Donegan winning the
Mazda Road to Indy Shootout and
a$200,000[£150,000] scholarship
has given hope to other drivers
racing Formula Fords that they
canachieve the same, according
toteam owner Cliff Dempsey.

Afterfinishingsecond at the
Brands Hatch Festival, Donegan
claimed a spot onthe MRTI
Shootout where he beat
16other driverstothe prize.

He’llnowrace in USF2000 next
year,and Dempsey believes more
drivers will bekeentoracein
Formula Fordsasaresult.

“Isaid this yearif another
American won, it [MRTT]
wouldloseits credibility soI'm
delighted they have givenittoa

European,” hesaid. “Idothink it
will help the Formula Ford series
over here and I know from my side
of things we’re gettingalot of
enquiriesfrom youngdrivers.”

Jamie Thorburn, Oliver White,
Niall Murray and Ross Martin all
attended the Shootout having
qualified through UK and Northern
Ireland Formula Ford series.

Luke Cooper, whofinished
third in the British Racingand
Sports Car Club’s National series
thisseason, believes the MRTI
will attract younger driversto
the Kent-powered cars.

Hesaid: “It’s great: it proves the
drivers we’reracingagainstare
good enough togoonanddothe
bigger and better things.”

uart Taylor Locosaki to CNC ti_tle in 2017

had.T've got to get used to how
downforce works.”

@ Bikesports will have oneless
meetingnext year,down tofive.
Giles Groombridge, 750MC
competitions manager, said: “We
thought we’d gofor onelessround
butmovetosometriple headers.
There were rounds last year
where the numbers were great
and afew were disappointing. A
better-spaced calendar and triple
headers will help the numbers.”

Pidgley makes Mini
Challenge switch

Renault UK Clio Cupdriver
Ollie Pidgley will switch to
the Mini Challenge JCW
Championshipnext year.
The20-year-old willhandlean
Excelr8 Motorsport-run JCWin
the British GT support category.
Pidgley was formerly apodium
finisherin the Clio Cup’s Graduate
Cup category during2016and
contested a part-season this year.
“I'mreally excited tobe joining
ateam as professional as Excelr8,
andit’sgoingtobegreatbeing
partof the British GT package,”
hesaid.
“TheJCWisarealstepinthe
rightdirection towardsa BTCC
car, with the sequential gearbox
and aeropackageithas,soit’sthe
ideal nextstep formy career.”

Donegan secured Shootout spot after reviving career in FFord

scepticism about FF1600's MRTl tie-up — fears
that ultimately the prize would always goto an
American for marketing reasons, or that myriad
methods by which Shootout ‘tickets’ were on
offeracross multiple UK FF1600 series and one-
off events somehow diluted the message.

That message now looks pretty simple: just get
yourselfan FF1600 and you really could end up
racing on the IndyCar ladder. Run that FF1600
yourself if need be or hook up withateamif you
want the comprehensive racing education on
offer with one of the paddock’s big guns, contest
every race you possibly can or cherry pick with
Mazda ticket opportunities in mind. No matter
what your budget, there could be a path foryou.

The door opens both ways, too. A year ago Matt
Cowley was a promising young FF1600 talent
but relatively unproven. He used the MRTI/
FF1600 link to make his own path in America
independently and dominated the US F1600
Championship with sometime IndyCar team
Pelfrey Racing, then walked back into the UK
FFord world this autumn as aman ready to
fight for Festival victory.

Things went awry for Cowley in the Festival final,
which was where Donegan really, really made his
mark. All weekend at Brands Hatch, the body
language of Donegan's carhad an ‘I'm going to
make something happen’ urgency. His moves
were bold and incisive, and he came oh-so-close
to pulling off a Festival final-winning one on Joey
Foster, the ultimate FF1600 benchmark.

Inthe paddock afterwards, there were some
questions about whether the Shootout ticket for
the Festival winner definitely did automatically
pass down to Donegan because Foster was
outside the scheme's age range. When that was
putto Donegan, he laughed, grabbed some tools
and joked that anyone trying to take that ticket off
him would have to fight pretty damn hard to get it
out of his hands. He's going to take that edge and
against-the-odds determination to America with
him, combine it with his sublime racecraft,and do
FF1600, his family and the UK and Ireland proud.

2 AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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‘Formula Atlantic

will be recognised’

DOWN THE

WORKSHOP

GRD 373

1600cc HistoricF3 car from 1973
Currentowner:James Denty

They’ve had the car for
over 30 years

“My father Peter boughtiitin
about 1985 as arolling chassis.
Since theniit's been in our
stores. When it is one of your
own cars, it is always at the back
of the queue. We've got quite a
few GRD projects and we
always have had. Dad worked at
GRD in period so there isa
certain amount of sentimental
value for him."

There is astronglink
with GRD

“We've always had a soft spot
for GRDs. They were very local
to us and a fabricator we have
working forus was at GRD in
period. The GRDis an
underrated car with a good
chassis. They had a couple of
years of glory butinthe end |
think they wound it all down at
the time of the oil crisis.”

Itis ex-Passadore
“Idon't think this car ran much
after 1973. It only really did one
full season of F3in 1973 with
Pedro Passadore from Uruguay.
We think it was updated and
used by the factory with a 2-litre
engine, probably for
development, but not raced.
GRD supported the DART team
in'783 and the sister car to this
one was the Alan Jones car. |
think that car is in Italy. We've
had contact with Pedro, who is
stillin Uruguay.”

They finished it this
summer

“We've re-prepared it over the
last couple of years. We hoped
to have the car outin 2016, but
customer cars always come first
and another year went by.
Butin 2017 we made a
concerted effort to get it
finished and it was ready for
Brands Hatchiin July.”

Itis still very original
“It was pretty much complete
when we got it. We took the
monocoque apart and re-glued
and re-riveted it. But what is
there is all original. It was never
really shunted in period.

There were some bruises

on the bottom of the tub, but that
was about it fordamage.

We made new suspension and
we fitted a fresh engine and
gearbox. We've run it three
times this season and it’s

been going well. We'll try and
race it fairly regularly,
depending on time.”

GRD: had a big rebuild

b2
-

BHRC?2 will cater for a
range of rally cars

NEW BHRG2 GLASS
LAUNCHED FOR 2018

Category for up to 1600cc and pre-1968 cars to run next year

By Paul Lawrence

Historic cars up to 1600cc
and all cars from the pre-
1968 Category 1 will have
their own competition
within the British Historic
Rally Championship next
season, called BHRC2.

Thenew element of the
BHRChasbeen developed in
responsetotheupsurgein
interest from those planningto
competein Category1carsand
1600cc carsfrom acrossthe
historicage groups, whichnow
runupto1990.

The creation of the Rally
2WD initiative, which offers
these carsasignificantly better
deal on runningorder on gravel
rallies, hasmet with
considerable enthusiasmand
BHRC2will build on thatto
encourage competition across
theeightrounds of the series.

Upto20Category1carsand
101600cc cars are expected on

New class structure, below

Photos: Paul Lawrence

the openinground, Rally North
Wales (March 24). If realised,
those numbers will match the
peak before changestorunning
order decimated historic
entries on gravel rallies.

“We have created BHRC2to
give these competitors their
own identity within the overall
championship,” said Colin
Heppenstall from the Roger
Albert Clark Rally Motor Club.

“Theoverall BHRC s, of
course, topped by the pace-
setting carsand BHRC2 will be
ideal for clubmen, younger
driversand those new to
historicrallying.”

The scoring within BHRC2
will be based on category and
class points only, unlike the
main BHRC which factorsin
overall pointsas well. The
BHRC2 will mirror the full
BHRC schedule but the best
five scores from eight rounds
will count to allow competitors
tomiss someevents. 7

A

Classic Formula Junior cars on display to mark the category’s 60th anniversary

Six carstracingthe development
of FormulaJunior will be joined
by anumber of former drivers
and constructorsto
celebrate the

s

», historicracing category will
. featureonthe HSCCstandat

category’s 60th anniversary gathering of Formula Junior

season atthe Autosport people on Friday afternoon.
International Show. Period Juniorracers hopingto
The world’s best-supported bethereinclude Richard

Attwood, Hugh Dibley, Bill
Bradley, Peter Procter, Chris
Ashmore and Roger Nathan.

theNEC

(January Category constructors will be
11-14)andthe represented by Clive Chapman
display will (Lotus)and Richard Utley
becappedbya (Caravelle).

Ondisplay will be one car from
each of the category’s six
seasons, startingin 1958 with a
front-engined Stanguellini. A
front-engined Lola Mk2 will
represent 1959, while Classic
Team Lotus will show a 1960 rear-
engined Lotus 18. A Cooper T56,
Gemini MKIV and the ex-Denny
Hulme Brabham BT6 will
complete thestory.

Lombard Rally Bath

nearing a sell-out

The Lombard Rally Bath, a
non-competitive tour to
celebrate the period RAC
Rallies based in Bath, is
getting close to a full entry
with 10 months still to go to
the event.

The key element will be a
tour on Saturday, October 20
taking in four former RAC
Rally stages in the south-
west including the Porlock
tollroad, Wiscombe Park
and Cricket St Thomas.

Already confirmed to take
part are Stig Blomqvist,
Jimmy McRae, Harri
Toivonen, Louise Aitken-
Walker, Terry Kaby and
Graham Elsmore, with some
of them driving carsrelevant
totheirrally careers.

Othernotable entries
include Derek Boyd
(Rothmans Porsche 911),
Tony Fowkes (Mercedes
SLC) and Bob Bean (Lotus
Cortina).

Five crews claimed gold medals onlastweek

the Land’s End to John O’Groats classic rally. Despite
verywintry conditions, David Stanley (TriumphTR4),
Mark Godfrey (MGB), Andy Lane (BMW 2002), Thomas
Bricknell (VW Golf) and Richard Isherwood (Nissan
Stanza) all took top awards.TV presenterTony Jardine
(BMW 1602, above) earned abronze medal on his debut.

Mini Cup will run in parkland

Weston Park to host
HRCR and 0ld Stager

The HRCR Stage Masters and Old
Stager championships will both
includerounds at Weston Park next
March aspartof the new Saturday
historic only eventin Shropshire.

The Old Stager series, which
incorporates the popular Mini
Cup, will also substitute the Tour of
Flanders for Rally Isle of Man asit
visits Belgium for thefirst time in
early September.

The Stage Masters schedule takes
in only three gravelrallies, starting
with Mid Wales followed by the
Rallynuts Stages (former Severn
Valley)and the Wyedean. Italso
includes such diverse asphalt
events asthe Brawdy Stages, Isle of
Man and Killarney.

D TACKLING THE GRUELLING LE JOG RALLY

Atlantic joins F2

The early seasons of Formula
Atlanticin the UKwill now be
recognised in the HSCC’s Historic
Formula 2 International Series,
which will now feature five classes
with a splitin the Formula Atlantic
class. Cars built and raced prior to
December 1975 will compete for
the Vern Schuppan Trophy, named
after the first UK Formula Atlantic
championin 1971.

Home trial triumph
lan Wright recently won the Monty
Peters Trial, the penultimate event in the
Historic Sporting Trials Association
season. The former British champion
dropped just one point all day on the
event, held at his farmin Kent. Tim
Barrington and formerrally driver Mike
Storrar tied for the post-historic class
with only two points dropped across
24 hills.

Clee Hill canned

The Midland Automobile Club has
cancelled plans torun its Clee Hill
Classic Trial in January. Shortage
of time for the organising team
has prevented the trial, planned
forJanuary 21, from taking place
but the club hopes to bring the
eventback againin2019.

Silver Fern shuffle
The organisers of the Silver Fern Rally
inNew Zealand have amended the
start date of the marathon historic
rally to avoid a fixture clash with
World Rally Championship's round

in Australia. The 2018 Silver Fern will
now start on Saturday, November 24
from Hamilton on the North Island and
the event will run for eight days on
supreme gravel roads.

Manx Classic

The annual Manx Classic,
featuring three closed-road
hillclimbs on the Isle of Man, will
run from April 26-28. The opening
day, Thursday, takes in the fast
sweeps of The Sloc, while Friday’s
competition is at Creg Willey’s hill
on the TT course near Peel. The
final day’s action is on the Lhergy
Frissell climb on the TT course out
of Ramsey.

Tim Hobbs

MN s very sad to report the death, after
illness, of Telford-based Tim Hobbs at
the age of 61. As well as being ahugely
experienced co-driver, Timwas a
leading figure in the analysis of seeding
information for rallies and worked
closely with the BTRDA. As a co-driver
he enjoyed considerable success,
notably alongside Will Onions in both
modern and historic Escorts.

Darbyshire’s award
Morgan three-wheeler racer Sue
Darbyshire has been announced
as the inaugural ‘race driver of
the year from the Vintage Sports-
Car Club. The new award was
launched to celebrate excellence
across VSCCracing and was
voted foramong therace
competitors. Darbyshire was
rewarded for her courageous,
fast and safe handling of her
rapid Morgan.

Darbyshire won new award

> > DPAGE 58]
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TEAMS PREPARE 201
ATTACKS DURING TESTING

Citroen drivers ran
in mixed conditions

ByDavid Evans

The World Rally Championship
returned to the French Alps
last week as the teams began
testing for nextmonth’s 2018
opener, the Monte Carlo Rally.
Toyota and Citroen ran on roads
just south of Gap, while Hyundai
was closer to Nice and M-Sportin
Ardeche (seesidebar). Following
three days’ testing, the British
team’s Ford Fiesta WRC test car
headed east to Sebastien Ogier’s
hometown of Gap, where he held
his Five Stars Motor Show and
demonstrated the carin front
of hishome fans.
Allthecarsraninavariety of
conditions last week, but nobody
gotthefull spread of possible Monte
Carlo conditions-whichis why
they allreturn to France early next
monthforafinal pre-event test
ahead of the 2018 season opener.
Citroen’s Kris Meekeraninicy,
cold, wetand very wet conditions,
whilehis team-mate Craig Breen
gotdryrunninginthe C3WRC.
Toyotanew boy Ott Tanak got
amixture of snow,iceand dry
asphalt, while Jari-Matti Latvala’s
running was in full snow. M-Sport
and Hyundai endured mixed
weather, but didn’t see the sort of

snow the Toyota team experienced.

Citroen’s Breen was pleased with
hisfirstruninthe C3 WRC across
theseroads.

“It was good to get out thereand
drivethe caragain,” Breen said.
“KrisandIshared one of the days
and that was fairly wet, butit was
dry formy full day —that was quite
helpful for metobeabletodrive
the carin those mixed conditions.
Itfeltgreat. The team has worked
really hard with the car and we’ve
goteverythingpointingin theright
direction. There’sbeen some
valving work done on the
suspension dampers and that’sjust
settled it down on the bumps and
madeitthat bit more compliant.
We’reback outin January just
before therally and a bit of snow
would bereally handy then.”

Latvala was happy with what he
found from the Yaris WRC on snow.
Heand Esapekka Lappi drove for
oneday each, while Tanak-who’s
still bound by his M-Sport contract
and notallowed to talk about the car
until January 1-got hisfirsttaste
of Toyota power.

Latvalatold MN: “ Always when
youhaveadriver fromanother
team, especially a winning team,
thereissome small bitsand pieces
thatcanhelp your car.

“It’sgood to hear what Tanak
isthinking of our car. My test
was good. We have worked hard
on the centre differential and
drivingin thefull snow, everything
was workingreally well.

“It’'squiterareto get these good
conditions forthe Monte test.”

Latvala wasn’t the only driver
totalk of the progresshiscarhad
madeover thelast 12months.
M-Sport’s Ford Fiesta WRC
dominated this year’s
manufacturers’race and there
was plenty of positivity from
Welshman Elfyn Evans after the
first set-up test for 2018.

Hesaid: “It was good to get back
behind the wheel, and really
interestingto see the progress
we’dmade since thefirsttest this
timelast year. We only had one day
of testing, butmanaged togeta
lot of good information that we
can takeforward to another two
daysof testinginthelead upto
Monte Carlonextmonth.”

Ogiertested the Fiesta for two
days before entertaining hisfans
on Friday night, with the addition
of aspecial guestjoininghimand
co-driver Julien Ingrassia.

“Itwasan amazingevening,” said
the world champion. “It wassuch a
greatfeelingforusto celebrate at

Leading WRC

Crews rin

on the French Alps

M Toyota: Ott Tanak — Col du Perty/
Saint André-de-Rosans; Esapekka
Lappi— Col de Faye; Jari-Matti
Latvala — Saint-Michel- les-Portes
M Citroen: Kris Meeke — Saint
Andre de Rosans/Col de Faye; Craig
Breen—Col de Faye

M M-Sport: Elfyn Evans — Colde la
Fayolle; Sebastien Ogier — Saint
Joseph des bancs/Genestelle

M Hyundai: Andreas Mikkelsen —
Luceram-Coaraze;

Dani Sordo - Luceram-Coaraze;
Thierry Neuville — Roquesteron

:WHOWENT
ANDWHEN?

homeinfrontof ourfirstaudience,
who have been following us for
many years. Weare very proud to
have the chance todo this. Thank
youeveryone for the supportand for
thisnice organisation, we enjoyed
thiseveningalot. And thank you
alsoto Ari Vatanen for coming it
was an honour tohave him with us.”
@ As Motorsport News closed for
press Eric Camillilooked most
likely tojoin M-Sportasthe third
driver for the openinground of the
season in Monte Carlo, making his
debutinone of thenew generation
World Rally Cars.

HOW THE WRC TITLE WAS WON: 2017 SEASON REVIEW

Ogier got to show off his Fiesta to hishome crowd
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This shot of Sebastien
Ogier atRally Sweden
was voted best picture
in this year’sWorld
Rally Championship by
readers of the series’
official website.The
shot was taken by world-
renowned photographer
Francois Baudin from
the Austral Agency.

‘There’s a Polo out
there... somewhere’

MN goes test spying, p57

GHILE CLOSING IN

ON WRC FIXTURE

Chileis closetoagreeingterms
to join the World Rally
Championship schedule for the
2019 season.

The South American country
willrunacandidate eventa
week before next year’s Rally
Argentina, after which the WRC
Promoter and FIA will decide if
itcanjointheseriesasal4th
round from 2019 onwards.

WRC Promoter Oliver Ciesla
said hefelt the proposed
Concepcion-based event would
bring greatroadsin the Andes
and asignificantincrease in the
fan base for the World Rally
Championship.

Cieslatold MN: “We are very
closeto an agreement. This
would be a forest-based rally
with really nice, smooth roads
with stages going from sea level
up to 2000 metres into the
mountains. From what we have
seen, Chile would, by nomeans,

be behind where some of the
eventsareright now.”

Rally Chile organiser
Sebastian Etcheverry outlined
the benefits his country and his
rally could bring to MN, saying:
“Rallyingis the second biggest
sportin Chile behind football.
We have run the RallyMobil
seriesfor 18 yearsand a WRC
round is the next step for us. We
areready for this. Our stages—
which are mainly wide and fast
—are probably the best surfaces
in the world for rallying: we have
alot of forest roads and they
have tobe maintained with
compact gravel to allow the
trucks to pass by in different
weather conditions.

“In Concepcion, we have close
totwo million people with plenty
of hotels and infrastructure.”

Japanis anotherevent
pushing for2019inclusion. An
event based close to Toyota City

onthenation’smainislandis
working with the promoter to
find a way on tothe WRC
calendar. Toyotaitself is
understood to be pushing this
event hard and fastin an effort to
haveitinplace ahead of the 2020
Tokyo Olympics.

Croatia’s challenge looks to be
fadingnow, with the organisers
findingit hard to place the event
in a preferred September date,
with the holiday season ongoing
atthattime of the year.

Cieslaalsoadded another
asphalt eventin Europe was not
highonhisagenda.

“Buildingthe calendarisa
portfolio,” Ciesla said. “Idon’t
need 13 Tarmacrallies in Europe
andIdon’tneed 13-times
heritage; with Monte Carlo, with
Rally GB and Finland, the
calendar has no shortage of
heritage. And the calendarisnot
short of Tarmacin Europe.”

WRC may have
16 shorter events

Two-day rallies are an increasing
possibility if the WRC expands
towardsthe 16-event schedule it
raninprevious years.

The calendar was supposed be
14rallies this year, but the loss of
Chinameantitremainedat13.
Fourteen was again the target for
2018and, had Poland remained,
Turkey would have achieved that.

WRC Promoter Oliver Ciesla
wants tobuild towards 150r 16
events, but heremains mindful
of the previously unsustainable
financial and logistical burden
thatplaced. The serieslastran 16
events 10 yearsago.

Cieslasaid: “We donotexclude
shorteningtherallies, butIseeit
inthebigger strategic context
with 14,150r 16 rallies. If weare
talking about [shortening] one or
tworallies, it wouldn’t make
much difference, butif we
shorten them all then thiscan
save 150r 16 times oneday—that’s
more than two weeksinahotel.”

Certain events have indicated
they would like torun atwo-day
formatnextseason. Ciesla said it
would be dealt with on arally-by-
rally basis.

Rovanpera: works Skoda

Rovanpera swiches to factory Skoda for 2018 WRC2 season

Kalle Rovanperahasbeen
confirmed as the youngest
factory driver in the World Rally
Championship and will drive for
Skoda in WRC2in 2018.
Rovanpera, 17, had been
choosing between Skodaand
M-Sportforhis2018 R5
programme. He did Wales Rally
GBandRally Australiainan
M-Sport-run Ford Fiesta R5.
Hehasdriven a Fabia R5 before,

competingon Finnishand
Latvian eventsin 2016 and 2017.
Skoda’s squadis expected tobe
one of the youngest teamsin
WRC2next season with Ole
Christian Veiby and Juuso
Nordgren, both 21, also signed up
with the Czech manufacturer.
Thisyear’s WRC2 winner
Pontus Tidemand remains with
Skoda, butheislikely tobe
included in Volkswagen’s

development of its Polo GTIR5
laterin the year, and long-time
Skoda driver and Czech
champion Jan Kopecky will also
remaininafactory Fabia.

Next year Skoda is expected to
runasimilarly mixed
programme led by WRC2and the
APRC, which it won with Gaurav
Gillin2017.

Skoda won 14 national titles
around the world in2017.

Wilson and Solberg sign up for last ever Mid Wales Charity Forum

World Rally champion team
principal Malcolm Wilsonand
rallycross superstar Petter
Solberg have confirmed they will
attend nextmonth’slastever Mid
Wales Charity Forum.

The January 6 forum, held at
Theatre Hafren, has become one of
the sport’s best-attended events,

but the organisers have decided
thiswill be thelast one.

David Richards, who will be six
daysintohisnewjobaschairman
of the MSA, will be joined by
Wales Rally GB winner Elfyn
Evans, his father Gwyndaf, fellow
Welshlegend David Llewellin and
former BMC and Ford team

manager Stuart Turner.

First runin 2004 by then world
champion co-driver and Newtown
resident Phil Mills, the forum has
raised £99,000forlocal charities.
Thelastremainingticketsforan
entertainingevening, hosted by

Howard Davies, are available from

thehafren.co.uk or 01686 614555.

Wilsonwill share his stories
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“And so, the WRC @
lost to womens’
cricket...”

omens’ cricket. Don’tget
me wrong, | was chuffed
tosee England’s ladies
edge Indiain thisyear’s
World Cup final. But,
team award atthe BBC’s
Sports Personality of the Year?

I'm not so sure. Disappointingly, actual team of the
year wasn't even nominated. How could the BBC
get this one so wrong?

How's it possible that nobody even thought to
include M-Sport World Rally Team in the
nominations? What a story.. . British privateer team
takes on the world's biggest car makers and beats
them. Sorry, realise I'm preaching to the converted
onthese pages. Butit's an absolute shocker.

What's doubly disappointing is the lack of
recognition for what the championship has
achieved this season. The WRC had beenin
the doldrums fora while. Let's face it, without
Volkswagen arriving and taking control of the
promotion of the championship in 2013, the last
fouryears would have been pretty appalling.
Thankfully, WRC Promoter has found both its
feetand its voice and is now showing some real
strength in the direction of commercial operations.
This was a genuine breakthrough year for rallying,
with the fastest and most exciting sport ever.

And we lostto womens'’ cricket.

Let's move on, shall we.

| don't want to leave this column on alow, soI'm
going to look forward to next year. And, as you'll see
opposite, testing for Monte Carlo beganin earnest
last week (the week before if you were Toyota). | love
seeing the cars backin the mountains, it signals the
start of anew chapter. Twelve months ago, we
stood on the brink of something completely
different — but none of us had a clue what was
coming. Would the cars be too fast? How dominant
would Citroen’s return be? And Sebastien Ogier
driving for a privateer team, how would that work?

It worked out brilliantly, that's 2017, not just the
Frenchman in his Fiesta. Forget 2018 being the
tricky second album; yeartwois going to be
outstanding and even better than the one just past.

The cars won't be any quicker, but everybody
starts with areal understanding of where they are
and what they've got. And there are potential
winners everywhere. Everywhere.

We start next season with every team having at
least two previous winners (Citroen's second is an
Alsatian called Sebastien) and atotal of 11 drivers
who have topped the WRC podium, and stand a
very real chance of doing so again.

Do you know who | want to win Monte Carlo? Dani
Sordo. The Spaniard’s one of the most sincere and
decent drivers I've known and, when everything
comes together, he can't half drive acar. And
Sweden? Hayden Paddon. Wouldn't it be fantastic
to see the Kiwi start his season in the best possible
fashion, helping somehow erase the memory of last
year's tragic opening round?

And then what would happen at Hyundai? The
civilwar many are predicting would be upon us in
time for Mexico.

There'sinterest and intrigue aplenty for next
season. Maybe the BBC will finally wake up to it.

/3 AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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No prozﬁ stage
for 2018 Manx

Rally Isle of Man
will be overhauled

ByJack Benyon

Rally Isle of Man bosses have
made a number of changes to
howitisrunin ordertoimprove
theeventin2018.

The event will remain a round of
the British Rally Championship,
British Historic Rally
Championship and the FIA Celtic
Trophy, with the most significant
changebeingthat only three
stages will berun onceasitlooksto
condensetheroute, while keeping
the majority of the stage mileage.

Theunpopularloops, which
merge carsontoastage together,
have also been dropped as they
causedissuesonlast year’sevent
asthey weren’t deemed tobe
set-up correctly, causing delays.

Eventdirector John Gill told MN
thattherouteis “95per cent there”.

“We’ve tried to use stages more
than once and to cutdown on the
need forrecceing,” hesaid. “Ithink
all but three stagesarerun twice.
It’saround about 150 miles, we're
justdoingafinal measurement.

“Wewilllaunch ourrally guide
and more detailsabout what’s
on offer at the Autosport
International Show in January.”

Theeventwillalsofeaturea
change of start venue. The now
customary Douglas Promenade
super specialis off asthearea
isbeingredeveloped, butinstead
theevent will startfrom the
TTgrandstand asitdidinthe
late 1990s.

Inmakingtheeventmore
condensed, the crews will haveless
stagestorecce, and Irish crews
havebeen given a boost as they will
now beable totravel from Dublin

on Wednesday, when previously
itwould have been the Sunday
before. They can return to Belfast
onthe Sunday asapoint of
compromise with the Northern
Irish crews, who will have to travel
toDublin on the Wednesday.

Theevent will continue to
offer deals to competitors,
organisersand marshals, and has
appointed an off-island clerk of the
course, Neil Cross from the Nicky
Grist Stages. Last year’s clerk of
the course, Alan Teare, hasretired.

Gillishoping thathaving three
clerks of the course, with one yet to
be confirmed, will help with lines
of communication.

“That way each person will be
abletobringexperiencetothe
event,” said Gill. “Each of the
[major] championships will have
adedicated clerk of the course.

A person will be their point
of contactand thatshould
improve communication.

“Wehad anissuethis year with
thenumber of competitors coming
from different championshipsand
Ithink thisis the way forward to
improve communications.”

British Rally Championship
manager Iain Campbell added:
“They’veacknowledged thatthere
were things that needed tochange
andthey’ve shown willingand
enthusiasmtotake on
the suggestions.

“Event bosses have been working
on 2018 from the moment the 2017
rally finished. They havelooked at
lots of route permutations that
will work for the competitors, the
organisersand thelocal residents
and aredoingeverythingthey can
tomake 2018 asuperbevent.”

Pryce buys bhack his

Smith headlines

Fiesta ST from 2010

Osian Pryce has re-bought the
Ford Fiesta ST he used to win his
class on his first World Rally
Championship eventin 2010,
and will drive the car on the
Jaffa Stages at Pembrey Circuit.
British Rally Championship
frontrunner Pryce was on the
podium on the five events he
finished in the championship’s
top class this yearin a Fiesta
R5 run by Spencer Sport.
Pryce-who used the ST in the
BRCin 2010 and earlyin 2011
before switching to a Fiesta R2 -
islooking forward to returning
to the seat, having initially not
intended torally the car.

Swann could switch to R5-spec Mitsubishi Mirage in 2018

National rally winner Skoda Fabias. It felt as good Championship’s top class.
Rob Swann could compete asthe Fiesta, good grip and “I'm disappointed the BRC
in a Mitsubishi Mirage stability. It doesn’t pitch and aren’tallowing them torun
nextseason. divelike the Fiesta. It handles [inBRC 1, the top class for
Swann has tested the well on gravel and Tarmac, R5s] because they are not fully

I'vedrivenitonboth. Atleast homologated yet. The MSA
we have options.” Asphalt Championshipis
The only stumbling blockfor ~ goingtoallow them torunand

R5-spec car on gravel and
asphalt and was impressed
by its performance.

“It’sa great car and it would Swannisthefactthatthe car it will be interesting to see if
be good to see more makes
of carsout thererather than
[mostly] Ford Fiestas and

isn’thomologated, which
meansitisn’teligible to
compete in the British Rally

the BTRDA has a class [for
R5s]. Otherwise you’re a bit
stuck where you can useit.”

“I always wanted to buy that
back and have it to own,” said
Pryce. “Iwasn’t really fussed
about doing anything in it,
butItookit out for spin and
forgot how fun it was to drive.

“Pembrey was coming up
and I haven’t done arally since
August, Ithought it would be
anice event to break up the
Christmas gap.

“It will be nice to go out and

have some fun, with no pressure,

and justdrive.”
The December 30 event is

named after Gareth ‘Jaffa’
Roberts, who died while
co-driving for Craig Breen
when the duo hit an Armco
barrier on the 2012 Targa
Florio Rally.

Among the entries areregular
rally frontrunners Damian
Cole (Ford Escort Mk2) and
Mitsubishi Lancer E8 driver
Thomas Cooper. Jamie Jukes
makes his rally return after a
frightening crash on the Isle of
Man in September in which he
suffered a fracture in his neck.

Mirage has rallied extensively in the UK in the British and BTRDA Championships

Christmas entry

Le Mans winner Guy
Smith tops the entry for
the Christmas Stages, an
event he won last year.

Smith will drive his usual
Ford Focus WRC08 owned
by his father, Peter, who
regularly competes on
national events and will
drive an MG Metro 6R4 on
the December 29 event at
Croftin North Yorkshire.

Kevin Procter, who
retired from the lead
of last year’s event,
will also be a potential
frontrunner in his Ford
Fiesta S2000 Turbo, as
will stuntman Paul Swift
(Ford Escort Mk2).

Making his senior rally
debut on the event will be
George Sheard, son of
regular race and rally
driver Paul Sheard, aboard
their Mazda MX-5. George
steps up from Junior
Formula 1000.

“I’'mlooking forward to
it,” he said. “I’ve not driven
arear-wheel-drive car on an
event before in competition,

| itshould be alaugh.”

DEFINING MOMENTS OF 2017: CRONIN WINS MANX ANDBRCTITLE Q> > JPAGE 26
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‘Tony Jardine on his
biggest challenge yet’

Taking on Le Jog, p58

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Roy Dempster, SMJ Photograph

Frank Kelly will visit the
Turkey Run Rally for the first
time this year with famous Ford
Escort Mk2named Baby Blue.

The BTRDA Silver Star
champion hasbecomeasocial
media sensation with videos
reachingmillions of viewers
for hisflamboyant style.

The December 29 event
runs at Shackleton Barracksin
Ballykelly, Northern Ireland,
and hasfilled itsentry with

10reserves waiting in the wings.
“If Tam honest single venue
eventsarenotmy thingbut
Thaveheard greatreports from
alotof rally people who speak
highly of Shackleton,” Kelly
told MN. “The general
consensusisthatitfeelslikea
proper stagerally with plenty
of space—and opportunities—
toslide the car around abit.
“Iplantoenjoy myself, but
don’tgetme wrong: Iwill be

tryingtodomy absolute best,”
added Kelly, who will have
AliciaKnox sittingalongside
him. “Tknow Alicia’s father
Raymond-heisascrutineer
at Motorsport Ireland
competitions. Asabirthday
present he organised this
forherbackin April.”
Aswellasanumberof R5and
World Rally Cars, Isle of Man
TTlegend and now sporadic
rally driver Michael Dunlopis

Kelly will join full
Turkey Run entry

ontheentryinhisusual Den
Sport Ford Escort Mk2.
Theevent will also play host
tothe openinground of the 2018
Junior 1000 Rally Challenge
Ireland, withlast year’s winner
and defending champion Sam
Adamsreturning. “Itis good
tohave youngblood like Sam
and Peter Beaton coming out
torally —we just need more of
it,” said clerk of the course
MichaelIrving.

making the "

Rix targets more MN
class wins after roll

Motorsport News Circuit Rally
Championshipregular Aaron
Rixistargetingmore Class A
winsaboard his Ford Ka after
asensational two weeksin
theseries.

Rix, co-driven by Rob Cook,
was heading for a strongresult
atthe second round at Cadwell
Park when he clipped a tyre stack
androlled out of the event.

Atight turnaround followed
tobeready for Knockhill two
weekends ago, where he won
hisclass.

“There were afew hours spent
inthegarage,” said Rix. “The car
didn’t come off the trailer until

Rix’s Ka sported new panels for Knockhill class win

the Wednesday asIcouldn’tbring
myself tolook atit.

“Istarted strippingitdown on
the Thursday with the intention of
gettingitready for Brands.Igaveit
agoodroad testand it was well.
Because the entry for Knockhill

wasn’'t packed, Imanaged to get
alateentry.”

Rix willreturn on the Brands
Hatch Stageson January 20,
forthe fourth round of the
championship. Theentries
already number in the 100s.

Englands go Loco
for event dehut

National rally frontrunners
Martynand Dawn England are
among the entry for thenew Loco
Stages Rally at Bramley Camp.

The December 29 event will run
eight stages of around 24 miles
onsingle-track roads. The Loco
Stageshaskeptitsnamedespite
moving from the Longmoor
army camp.

Martin Masters (Fiesta S2000)
could beamongthe Englands’
challengers on the event, which
hasamaximum entry of 60.

The only way to see the event
istomarshal asitisclosed to
fans. Contact Dave Whyman

| (davewhyman@hotmail.com).

Slaughter offers co-driver seat for donations

British Rally Championship
regular James Slaughteris
offeringa member of the public
the opportunity to co-drive him
aboard his Ford FiestaR5.

Slaughteris competing on the
Brands Hatch Winter Stages on
January 20-thenext round of
the Motorsport News Circuit
Rally Championship—andis
raffling off the seatalongside
himinthe Tiger Risk Rally
Team Ford Fiesta.

Entry totherafflerequiresa
minimum donation of £50, with
the money raised to be donated
tothe Heart of Kent Hospice.

Slaughter said: “I was going to
dotheeventanyway and thisisan
opportunity toraise some money

for avery good cause, while
giving somebody a genuine taste
of competing on arally. Included
in the prizeisthree tickets for
family and friends tojoin us
inthe Tiger Risk Rally

Team hospitality.

“The only thing the winner
needs todoismake sure they
have a National A competition
licence, available from the MSA,
we will take care of therest.”

Entrants must supply contact
details when buyinga ticket and
the draw will take place on
December 24. The deadline is
midnight on December 23.

Todonate and enter go to
justgiving.com/fundraising/
james-slaughter3.

Slaughterisraising money for Heart of Kent Hospice at Brands

)

right changes” j

riting negative
things and
channelling

less than positive
reviews from
competitors about
this year’s Rally Isle of Man was one of
the most difficult things I’ve had to do.

Without getting teary-eyed and emotional, it's
the event that opened my eyes to rallying with
Patrick Snijers and his ‘forceful driving’ in 1988.

Some competitors had no issue with last
year's event, but some did, and the need
for change, to me, was obvious after two
consecutive years of multiple delays to stages.

Instead of getting caught up and getting
into arguments with everyone about what
happened, the event’s bosses have been silent
since putting out a statement at the time. It
has handled the situation with dignity.

And the praise doesn'’t stop there. Providing
aclerk of the course for each championship
should improve the communication between
competitor and event which was inconsistent
last year, and the addition of Neil Cross, a
no-nonsense get things done kind of person,
is a brilliant move.

The event has the benefit of the fact that it
made a profit last year, and it's pumping those
profits back in. Instead of the many off-island
organisers seeing stages for the first time
on the event proper, many will be invited over
beforehand to survey the route and to get some
training. This is a fantastic move which should
help the stages to run more smoothly.

The route using stages more than once is
alsofine, afterall, they are some of the best
asphalt roads close to the UK. It also means
marshals won't be traipsing around the island
as far and will have to travel less frequently,
which should also help.

Condensing the event should allow it to
run with less delays and lower the costs for
competitors, as they won't need to be on the
island as long for recceing, especially the Irish.
They can now come over on the Wednesday
thanks to a new ferry deal. Given that the
drivers on these events are businessmen
paying torally, less days away is vital and
that should be achievable this year.

And the merges, welll don't think anyone
will miss those. They were agoodideato
increase mileage, but created far more
problems than they solved. | know, | waited
around on the roadside for rally cars for over
an hour like every other fan.

The event featured problems last year that
were well documented, and perhaps the
over-the-top response of some competitors
was down to the fact that not a lot had changed
from 2016 to 2017, where most of the same
problems existed or new ones were found.

So this change of, well, it feels like everything,
should go some way to righting the wrongs.
After all, the event constantly offers up a thrilling
battle on the stages.

Ahearty well done to John Gill and his team.
Hopefully the proof s in the pudding and
llook forward to returning to the island, if
I'mstill invited...

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Hansen expected to
stay on with Peugeot

Fourteen-time European Rallycross
champion Kenneth Hansenis
expected toremain part of Peugeot’s
World Rallycross team in 2018.

Hansen Motorsporthas worked in
partnership with Peugeottorun the
Team Peugeot-Hansen squad since
2014, but Peugeot will take on more
of theday-to-day running of the
team for next season with its 208
Supercars developed and run
fromits Velizy workshops.

The French marque confirmed
in October that it would continue
in World RX next season with
nine-time World Rally champion
Sebastien Loeb asone of itsdrivers,
butgaveno further details. Having
been team principal for the last four
years, Peugeot Sport boss Bruno
Famin expects Hansen tofulfil the
role of sportingdirector.

“Weare goingto keep working
with Hansen mostlikely, but the
jobshare will be quite different
from whereit was,” Famin told MN.
“Kennethis Mr Rallycross, Ithink
it would be a bigmistake not to have
himin the team and our wishisto
have him of course. It’snotsigned,
it’sagreed butnot signed. He will
bethe sportingdirector, the guy in
charge of makingthe team work
with all the sporting aspects, with
theorganisers, the other teamsand
the driversusinghisincredible
know-how of rallycross.”

A decisionisyettobetaken on
any team-matestoLoeb. An
announcementisn’t expected until
after themarque’sfinal Dakar rally
attemptin January. “Wehave
been very happy with the Hansen
brothers[Timmy and Kevin],” said
Famin. “Thepointistofinalisethe
decision, whichisnot very easy.”

Bakkerud fourth on Andros Trophy debut in Andorra

Multiple World Rallycross race-winner
Andreas Bakkerud made his Andros
Trophy ice racing debutlast weekend.

Hedrovein Andorra, the series’ third
round, for the DA Racingteam alongside
double Andros champion and fellow
World RX driver, Jean-Baptiste Dubourg.

Testing the V6-engined car for thefirst
time on Friday morningin free practice,
Bakkerud improved his pace throughout
the weekend and set the second fastest
timein Q2in Saturday’s event, before
finishingfourth overall.

“Drivingin the Andros Trophy wasa
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DORAN AND HARRIS TEAM UP
' PROGRAMM

Expansive plans laid out; for 2018 challenges;

’

Doran is familiar with the Mini RX

By HalRidge

LD Motorsports owner
Liam Doran and British
Rallycross competitor
Steve Harris have teamed

“Liam andIhave goneinon
thistogether,” said Harris.
“HebelievesinthecarsandI
believe in Liam. Whether we
sellthem, rentthem orhavea
bit of funinthem, Ibelieve

up to acquire three Mini they will beincredibly fast.”
RX Supercars from JRM LD Motorsports plans
Racing and plan to toupgrade the Mini,
develop the cars for with developmentslargely
the 2018 season. centred around the engine.
Doran was thefirst driver A closerelationship with
tousethe WRC-derivedMini  Julian Godfrey Engineering
inrallycross, winningX means themostlikely
Games Munichinthe car scenarioisthat JGE’s
builtand run by Prodrive two-litre custom Evo
in2013. Themachines were engine will be used.
subsequently bought by “It’swhat should have
JRMRacing, who signed happened whenIwasdriving
Doran for World RXin 2016. the car for JRM,” said Doran.

The parties split mid-year
astheteam worked through

“The car wasnever theissue.
The Miniisagreat chassis

developingatwo-litreengine  andI’'mconfidentit’s going
toreplace the 1.6-litre unit toturnheads;I'mabig
and experienced anumber believer that drivability
of issues. of acariswhatmakesit
“Iknow whatthesecarsare fastandconsistent.”
capable of. The Miniismy Theteam will continue
mostsuccessful car,” said torunits Citroen DS 3

Doran. “It’sbeautiful to drive:
look at Hockenheim in 2016
[where he won the semi-final

Supercars andisexpanding
its Devonfacilities. Having
spentayearonthesidelines

inthe World RX event]. There  in2017duetolicence
issome unfinished business.” suspension, Doran may
Concreteplansareyetto alsoreturntothe wheel
befinalised for 2018, but the himself for some selected
squadisopentorunningthe = World RX appearances.

Minisin World, European
and British Championship
events, or could sell or rent
themout.

“Nothingisforsureyet,” he
said. “Iwouldlove to get back
behind the wheel, but we’re
focusingon theteam.”

puremoment of fun,” said Bakkerud. “I
smiledas soonasIclimbedintothecar.I
have greatrespect for the Andros Trophy
drivers.Iwaslucky tobeinthebestteam
alongside the bestdriver. Thefeelingat
the wheelisnot the same at rallycross,
there you have to always be on the attack.
Ontheice you have to know how toread
thetrack constantly. I'm goingtoenjoy
theholidays before studying the
possibility of returning.”

Dubourg won the opening encounter
on Friday before finishing second on day
twototakethe pointslead.

Bakkerud raced
in Andros Trophy

Testing clampdown for World Rallycross entrants

Testingrestrictions for permanent
World Rallycross Championship
entrants will beimplemented for
the 2018 season.

Afterentriescloseon March1,
permanent entrants will only be able
torun at World RX venues at three
official tests, at Loheacin France
(March 7/8), Silverstone (March
26/27)and inRiga, Latvia (Mid-July),
inabidtoreduce costs.

The Loheac and Silverstone tests will
berestricted to permanent World RX

teams and individual entrants,
nominated wildcard drivers and
regular round-by-round entrants
(that will take partin three rounds
ormorein2018), while thein-season
testin Riga will include track time for
European Championship Supercar
and Super1600 competitors.

Testson non-WRX circuits remain
unrestricted. Non-permanent WRX
racers can continuetotestat WRX
venues through the year, but not within
56 days before each circuit’s event.

Bland rejoins the
National Hot Rod trail

Regular National Hot Rod round winner
Shane Bland will return to the sportin
2018 after sittingout eventsin the latter
partof 2017.

The Vauxhall Tigraracer started the
season, which kicked off in July, but quit
afterreceivingabanin August. Now,
though, hehasdecided toreturn.

“IT’had two very successful meetings
atmy leastfavourite tracks at thestart
of the campagn, and that gave me the
confidenceIneeded thatIcouldfight
back and beat the best,” he said.
“Unfortunately, the comeback was short

lived asIreceived a two-race meeting
ban for notingmy tyre numbers down
incorrectly.Ididn’t cheat and the powers

The experienced Bland will return to the short ovals in hisVauxhall Tigra

thatbeagreeit wasasimpleclerical error
however my chances of qualifyingforthe
2018 World Championship areall but over.”

Dates set in stone for the higgest prizes in 2018 National Hot Rod racing

ALENDAR

National Hot Rod dates 2018: England
DATE | PLACE | ROUND

Photos: DA Racing, LDM

) RUN MIN

Thedatesfor the National Hot
Rod series have been published,
with the showpiece World
Final settotakeplaceat
IpswichonJuly7/8.
Thesecond half of the 2017/2018
English points championship
kicks off at Birmingham
onMarch3anditfinishesat
Aldershoton June 10. The
2018/2019 competition starts

March3 | Birmingham |[Round8
March 18 |Hednesford |Round 9
March 30 | Northampton | Round 10
April 2 Ipswich Round 11
April5/6 |Lochgelly | European Championship
May 7 Hednesford | Round 12
May 28 Ipswich Round 13
June 10 Aldershot Round 14
June23 |Ipswich Thunder 500
at Birmingham on July 21,and July7/8 |lpswich World Final
it stops for the winter after the July 21 Birmingham |Round 1
traditional fireworks meetingat Aug4/5 |Hednesford| National weekend
Hednesford Hills on November 4. Aug 27 Ipswich Round 2
The European Championship Sept 2 Aldershot Round 3
will take place at Lochgelly in Sept22/23 | Tullyroan | British Championship
Fife on April5/6. The National Sept30 | Northampton | Round 4
Championshipisat Hednesford Oct14 Hednesford |Round 5
on August4/5. The British titleis Oct20 Ipswich Round 6
up for grabs at Tullyroan on Nov 4 Hednesford | Round 7
September22/23.
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Knockhill in reverse, by Alex Ireland

Eric Barnes was at Autosport International

EL R W

Tony Forrester caught thls dramatic rollover at Castle Combe for Steve Hall ]ames Cidding’s autograss photograph Jodie Halse’s BMW. Gary Hill’s photo

QUIZ PAGE ANSWERS: Quick quiz Section 1: 1 Three - Thierry Neuville, Jari-Matti Latvala, Sebastien Ogier; 2 Jack Goff, three; 3 The clip was from a race in 2014; 4 28; 5 Josef Newgarden; 6 David Coulthard; 7 Shanghai SIPG; 8 The races were cancelled due to Typhoon Lan; 9 Craig Breen; 10 Marty McCormack.
Section 2: 1B 39 days; 2 A Bahrain; 3 B 12; 4 C Oulton Park; 5 C 70; 6 A 2: Porsche (Bernhard/Hartley/ Bamber), Toyota (Davidson/ Buemi/ Nakajima).
Crossword: Across: 1 Witts; 2 Kopecky; 3 Conway; 4 Plum Pudding; 5 Land; 6 C1 Challenge; 7 Malton Forest; 8 Leominster; 9 Rick; 10 Etios; 11 Haird; 12 Mettet. Down: 13 Leclerc; 14 Sweden; 15 Palou; 16 King’s Lynn; 17 Plough Lane; 18 Daniel Lloyd; 19 Heathcote; 20 Griffith; 21 Myherin; 22 Tanak; 23 Laurent; 24 Ypres; 25 Gina.

DVISIT THE NEW MN WEBSITED > > WWW.MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK]
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N SAYS...
Reflecting on an excellent year

It is time to kick back and think of the 12 months just gone

Drawing up the Motorsport News list of the Defining Moments of 2017, itis hard not to smile at the huge
achievements through all aspects of the sport in the last year. There have been some totally stunning
performances and highlights.
Britain has lifted the F1 drivers' title with Lewis Hamilton and it also has a title-winning World Rally Championship teamin
M-Sport, which was probably the greatest feel-good story of the season just finished. The most exciting thing is that with
world champions Sebastien Ogier and Hamilton remaining with their respective teams for 2018, the chances of more
silverware are very strong indeed.
I'd like to wish all Motorsport News readers a very happy Christmas and new year but don't overdo things: you need to be
fitand ready to pop to the news agents on Wednesday, January 3, for our first issue of the year.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

CHRISTMAS TV GUIDE sy mxe stoxoe

Watch The Snowman
(Christmas Eve, 1720hrs,
Channel 4) for an overload
in festive spirit. Snow joke.

I believe Raymond Briggs
might be working on a sequel
to this called The Snowman
And The Snow Driverless
Flying Car that should be
coming outin the year 2045.
Spoiler alert: the thing fails
to get off the ground and
crashes into the garden shed
inaball of flames, killing
everyone in the village.

Flick to More4 for some
Rolls Royce-standard
comedy from the kings of
laughter with Peter Cook
and Dudley Moore:

The Missing Sketches
(Christmas Eve, 2000hrs,
More4).

Then stay on that channel
for side-splitting timeless
Irish laughter with the
Father Ted Christmas
Special (2100hrs, More4).

In case you've been living in
the core of the earth with no

TVreceptionandaren't
familiar with this Christmas
tradition of a heart-warming
story about a caring
American family who
thoughtfully forget to take
their son Kevin on holiday
leaving him home alone and
in grave danger from some
hapless crooks...check out
Home Alone (Christmas
Day, 1750hrs, Channel 4).

Wake up motorsport fans:
there's a DeLorean packed
with all the toys (although
am not sure if it has central
locking) in Back to the
Future (Tuesday, December
26, 1800-2000hrs). Marty
McFly is sent backin time
to 1955 and instead of
searching for the first copy
of Motorsport News on the
newsagents the star man
gets into aromantic situation
with his mother, whichis a
little awkward.

Dragon’s Den should be
your next port of call (Tuesday,
December 26,2100hrs,

NEXT WEEK

BBC2).ltisa Christmas
special where the pipe-
dreaming boffins pitch a new
range of useless products
like healthy porridge (yawn),
and men's grooming
products (just boring).

My advice to the dragons
is that they should save
their money and invest £350
million into the NHS every
week, thanks leave voters.
Now we're all saying “I'm
out"...ofthe EU!

Want to know the secret
behind the red-breasted
robin? Then tune into
BBC2 for afestive episode
of Ql (Tuesday, December
26, 2200hrs).

Alan Partridge: Why,
When, Where, How and
Whom? will be starting
(Wednesday December 27,
2100hrs, BBC?2). He drives
alexus, youknow, oras
he calls it, the Japanese
Mercedes-Benz.

Inthe need for some
speed? Then watch the film

Speed. If the bus goes below
50mph, thenit's boom time.....
(Saturday December 30,
2320hrs, Channel 4).

You may wonder why this
TV guide is strewn with old
retro classics, well the
alternative is Mrs Brown’s
Boys, Miranda and Strictly
Come Dancing.

These are not offerings that
will be on the boxin the
Stokoe household. The TV
set will be turned off for fear |
might smash it.

I'd rather gouge my eye
balls out and throw them
into avat of mulled
wine than watch that lot.

Rememberadogis for
Christmas, and also for life,
you can drink and drive
providing it’s a soft drink,
perhaps alemonade...
and the fact that Santa
Claus doesn't existis
fake news according to
Donald Trump.

Merry binge-watching
everything. Happy Christmas.

LISTINGS.

e
e -
o

: RACING

: BOXING DAY

: EMalloryPark, Leics

: BRSCC meeting: Sports

: Cars, Open Saloons

: Startsracingfrom 1130hrs

¢ (qualifying from 0945hrs)

+ Admission adult £12,under
- 13free Web mallorypark.co.uk
: Contact01455502214

: RALLYING

: DECEMBER 29
: ECroftcircuit,

: NorthYorkshire

: Swift Signs and Shirts

: Christmas Stages

: Starts 0900hrs

: AdmissionTBC

: Web northallerton-ac.co.uk
: mShackleton,

: CountyDerry

: MJM Group Turkey Run

: Rally

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

 Starts 0930hrs
¢ AdmissionTBC
Web maidencitymotorclub.com

: DECEMBER 30
: BPembrey circuit,

: Llanelli

! WestWales Rally

: Spares Jaffa Stages

: Starts 0930hrs

: AdmissionTBC

: Web carmarthenmotorclub.
co.uk

: SPORTING SCENE
: DECEMBER 31

: mStoke

: BriSCAF1

. Starts 1200hrs Admission
: TBAWeb brisca.com

: Listings correctattime of
: press, butplease check
: beforetravelling

OUT WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3 2018

SUTTON

TRIES RALLYCROSS

NOT CONTENT WITH

WINNING THE BTCC

TITLE, SUTTON GIVES

RALLYCROSSA GO

PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS, VIEWS AN

WELGOMEALL T0 THE MOTORSPORT NEWS WEBSITE!

GETALL THENEWS AT
YOUR FINGERTIPS

Go to www.motorsport-news.co.uk tocheckit out
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STARRING: LEWIS HAMILTON, FERNANDO ALONSO,
SEBASTIEN OGIER, JOHAN KRIS TQFFEBSSGN

,"-‘_'.4

By MattJames

As the curtain comes down
on afabulous 2017 season,
itis time for Motorsport
News toreflect on the
season just past.

There have been some
dramatic moments, some
heroic performances and some
outstanding drives.

Wereflect on them all in our
countdown of the defining
moments of the 2017 season,
both on and off the circuit.

We have a British world
champion in F1 and the successes
of M-Sport in the World Rally
Championship have been superb.
There has been plenty to smile
aboutover thelast 12 months.

We havelooked at every branch
of the sport and included our
personal favourites.

Do youagree with our Defining
Moments selection?

If you think there is something
we have missed out, feel free to
getintouch. Email us atletters@
motorsport-news.co.uk.

Have a great festive period
and don’tforget to head to the
newsagents for our firstissue
of 2018, outon January 3.




ADVERTISING FEATURE

MOETEFINDT
CONQUERS THE
NORDSCHLEIFE

n October 23rd, Moetefindt trailers made
its own small piece of history on the
Nurburgring Nordschleife.

Compared to the 8m15s pole time for this
year’s Nurburgring 24 Hour race, a 12més lap of the
20.8km ‘Green Hell’ doesn’t sound especially fast,
even allowing for the wet autumnal conditions that
greeted Nordschleife circuit expert and TV presenter
Patrick Simon, the man entrusted with driving duties.

But this was no ordinary lap. Set by a road-going
Porsche Panamera Turbo Sport Turismo, towing a
Moetefindt trailer carrying a Porsche Junior Tractor 108
that weighs in at 985kg, it was the fastest time recorded
by a car towing a trailer around the famous circuit.

Suffice to say, trailers are not designed to travel at
great speeds, nor are they tested on the Nurburgring to
optimise performance in the same way that cars are. The
primary function of a trailer is to safely transport a load
from A to B, without adventure or mishap - not to break
lap records. Yet that is precisely what Moetefindt trailers
has achieved, with Patrick behind the wheel.

The idea was devised by Jens Moetefindt, the CEO
of Moetefindt trailers and a regular competitor in the
Nurburgring-based VLN Endurance Series. His goal
was not only to achieve the most impressive speeds
possible, but also to showcase the impressive
technological capabilities of his product range that
can improve safety on the road.

With Moetefindt’s industry-leading air suspension
system, which ensures a smooth ride while also
spreading the load evenly across the axles to improve

=Moetefindt

Tailor-made trucks and trailers

durability and tyre wear, Jens was confident that his
bespoke trailer would be up to the task. But reality
exceeded all expectations.
Despite towing a total weight of 2.2 tonnes, Patrick
reached a maximum speed of 180kph on the long
Dottinger Hohe straight, helped by a three-dimensional
nose section to improve aerodynamic performance.
Through the tight and twisting corners - over 150in
all - the FTP 235 trailer coped impressively, its double-
axle configuration allowing the trailer to tilt while
simultaneously turning into the corner to ensure a

“THE FTP 235 TRAILER
COPED IMPRESSIVELY,
ITS DOUBLE-AXLE
CONFIGURATION

ALLOWING IT TO TILT
INTO THE CORNERS T0
ENSURE A STABLE RIDE”

stable ride through the high-speed run from Flugplatz
through Schwedenkreuz. All the while, tethers over
the tractor wheels ensured the 1959 classic remained
in place through the bumpy Karussell and over the
jump at Pflanzgarten 2.

With an unforgettable record achieved and its
reputation for safety enhanced, this latest triumph
of German engineering further positions Moetefindt
trailers as a market leader in the transportation sector.
Wait and see what is in store for next year...




For more information go to http://moetefindt.de/en/moetefindt.de Or call: +49 (0)4181 /99 08 0
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WHERE: ONTHE
FORMULA E PACKAGE
WHEN:SEPTEMBER 12
Jaguar’son-track return
tointernationalracingin
Formula E didn’t quite go to
plan, with the Indian-owned
British manufacturer toiling
tolastinthe teams’
championship.

Progress was made over the
season butits biggest splash
intheseriescameinlate
summer, when it announced it
would orchestrate a one-make
racingseriesfor itsincoming
I-PACE electric sports car. The
I-PACE Trophy will become
FE’sfirst support category in

LHA RUIVIEL

2018/’ 19 and leaves no doubt

over Jaguar’s newly rekindled

commitment to motorsport.
Every car will be stored and
transported by Jaguar, which
will also centrally engineer
the machines-think
Jonathan Palmer-run
Formula 2, but with big
electric tin-tops. Want more
validation of the series’
credentials? The1986 Indy 500
winner Bobby Rahal will
reunite with Jaguar, having
joined the Formulalteamina
seniorrole in 2000, by placing
twodriversin the series from
hisRahal Letterman Lanigan
USrace team stable. SAM

ROCER ALBERTCLARK
RALLY RETURNS

WHERE:ALL OVERTHE
NORTH OF THE UK
WHEN: NOVEMBER 10-13
Few rallies get the sort of
reception from competitors,
marshals and fans that the
2017 Roger Albert Clark
Rally received.
Afteragap of three
years while the rally was
reinvented, it came back with a
bangin November and drew
ravereviews. Under a general
conceptof ‘gobigor gohome’,
rally manager Colin
Heppenstall really went for
it, with four days, 280 stage
miles and three countries.
From Friday morning, when

the car parks at Shelsley
Walsh could barely cope,

it wasarunaway success
and gave thousands of
enthusiasts, whether
competingornot,atruly
epicexperiencein the forests
of Wales, Northumberland
and Scotland.

The competition was intense
and the pace was more like
aone-day sprintas Marty
McCormack won the big prize.
Butrallyingitself was thereal
winner for here was an event
that created a unique buzz.
The only problem is that there
isatwo-year wait until the
nextone. PL
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NIGEL GREEN

WINS HIS FIRS
BRISCA 1 WORLD FINAL

WHERE:FOXHALL HEATH,
IPSWICH

WHEN: SEPTEMBER 16
Afterlifting the Europeantitle,
Nigel Green was one of the major
threats for the BriSCA F1 World
Final, butit wasanaccolade he
hadneverlifted before.

Thebrother of DTM star Jamie
movedinto F1in 2013 and it took
him two yearstowin hisfirst
final. Another two yearslater,he
was literally on top of the world.

Greenhad been amajor player
all season, butthingsrarely
runsmoothlyin BriSCA F1.
Heshotintoaleadinthefinal,
butanearly crash halted the
competition. Heheld hisnerve,
butthen abackmarker spunin
front of him with alapto go.

Thatlet Dan Johnson within
touchingdistance, and hetrieda
last-lap kamikaze move.

Itfailed (and he only served
totake himself out of the
competition),and Green was free
toclaimthesilverware. It wasa
great finish tothe campaign. MJ

There are certain words that
arebound to getafan of tin-top
racingexcited. Included among
them are ‘AlfaRomeo’ and
‘dealerteam’.

Attheend of August, Handy
Motorsportboss Simon Belcher
and the team’s driver Rob
Austinrevealed that they had
tempted the Italianfirmto
engagein the British Touring
Car Championshipagain witha

harkingback tothe days of the
Gabriele Tarquini-driven 155
which conquered the BTCC
backin1994. Butthefactthisis
adealer teamiseven more
significant: itmeansthatall of
thedealershipsinthe United
Kingdom will be engaged with
theprogrammeand the
message of Alfaback ontrack
will be spread far and wide
across the country. MJ

/.
.—/.

esteemed PSRX Volkswagen
Sweden team-mate Petter
Solberg, to claim his maiden
World title.

Drivinga VW Motorsport-
built Volkswagen Polo
GTI, derived from the
dominant Polo WRC
machine, Kristoffersson
scored arecord-breaking

Concludinghis year in
style, Kristoffersson took
another maximum points
haul atthe finalround in
Cape Town, and topped it
off by heading Gymkhana
specialists Ken Block
and Solbergat Gymkhana
Gridin Johannesburga
week later. HR

1 r WHERE: JYVASKYLA, Pick up the pieces? That sounds
: . . B y FINLAND like this win was gifted, it wasn’t.
|l £ — ‘\ WHEN:JULY 27-30 Lappiput Latvala to the sword.
: = - ” s Finland breathed a sigh of relief Reassuringly for the
/ p T ’ in July. The future, it appears, is thousands of home fans, Lappi
o KHIST“FF[RSSBN -Wle T“[ wn Hln safe. Toyota’s Jari-Matti Latvala  isaFinn’s Finn;the sense of
W - setacrackingearly pace onthe humouris Raikkonen-dry and
NSRT HGATE | NS“'P season’s fastestroads,butwhen  hisattitude Kimi-cool and the
- / i — his Yaris WRC hit trouble on speed? Putit this way, the times
’ : ; o Saturday, J-ML’s countryman he was setting were enough
e _‘g/ g “ - and team-mate Esapekka Lappi toputasmile on Markku
|~ / E,ﬂ;;_...-'““ ;_,/ WHERE: RIGA,LATVIA seven wins (five was there to pick up the pieces. Alen’sface.DE
&7 g - WHEN:SEPTEMBER 17  consecutively) and 10
S ' : e Tipped as Motorsport News’  podiums. All that stopped
.- T T T ! dark horse ahead of his him completing the full
firstfull World RX seasonin  set wasaslow final start
e = | 2015, this was the year that inround one, and getting
Johan Kristoffersson caughtinanincident ahead

WHERE: ALL OVER new project centred around the finally had the machinery of him in the semi-finals
THE UK Giuliettamodel. It will hitthe tomatch histalent. in the penultimate round
WHEN:THROUGHOUT tracksatthestartof 2018. Hebeatthebestin the in Germany, with the title
2018 Immediately, people were business, including already secured.

| INSURANCE ISSUE CONTINUES IN IRELAND

- 5 WHERE: REPUBLIC OF hasmanaged to agreeinsurance If less people enter, lesslevy is
L AN IRELAND deals for the past two years, but gained and costs goup. It’sa
e =33 . WHEN:ONGOING the price has been high after chicken and egg situation.
i While thisisn’t necessarily a accidentsin previous years. Suchisthe passion and support
] \"‘,ﬂ\ ‘moment’ assuch, asit’songoing, Theincreased costis being of Irishrally crews, rallying
o-'ﬂﬁ" Irish motorsport, particularly passed down to events and then issurviving.
e rallying,isfacing hard times competitors, with entrants paying However, how longit can last with

amandatory levy on entry fees,
pushingup the cost to gorallying.
This provides a circular problem.

levies the way they areis anyone’s
guess. Fingers crossed aresolution
isfound.JB

‘ ‘ Y thanks to insurance difficulties.
MotorsportIreland, the sport’s
governing body in the country,
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WHERE:LEEDS,UK

WHEN: JANUARY 4

Where would sportscar racing

be without Ginetta? Before

youlaugh that comment off,

justgiveitasecond thought...
Ginetta essentially

sustained the GT4 category

throughits darkest days,

and now it’s thriving.

It’s got multiple British

championships. It made LMP3

areality by beingthe first firm

WHERE: CADWELL
PARK,LINCOLNSHIRE
WHEN: APRIL 9
Itwasatitle fight that
almost went down to the
wire, but Ian Woodhouse
and Paul Rowland became
the second Motorsport
News Circuit Rally
championsin2016/°17.
Hiskeyrival was
team-mate Paul Swift, the

stuntman, who was so taken

by the championship after
thefirstfew roundsthathe
decided to continue.

The two Ford Escort
MKk2 Millington-powered
men went toe-to-toe, with

scoresat Snettertonand
Donington Park. Swift scored
hisfirst overallrally win on
the Brands Hatch Stages,

but ultimately a prior work
commitmentin China

meant Swift had tomiss
thefinalround.

Woodhouse’s expectations
werelow entering the season:
“Atthestartof the season
we were concentratingon
our class. We weren’t going
towinit, or even think about
winningit.”

Any talk of second-season
syndrome were dispelled
quickly asthe events
continued tofillitsentries

Woodhousetakingmaximum within minutes of opening.JB

WILLIS WRAPS UP THE

BRITISH HILL

WHERE: PRESCOTT,NEAR
CHELTENHAM
WHEN:SEPTEMBER 3
Hehad failed to win arun-off
sinceround 15at Harewood in
early July and hedidn’tenter
the winner’s circle on thisday.

Despite this Trevor Willis sealed
hissecond British Hillclimb
championship with four rounds
left, such was his consistency. He
finished on the podium 10 times,
and hislowest placing was
seventh on Guernsey - his worst
hill statistically.

GLIMB TITLE

Consistency hasbeen his
strength since hefirstdrovea
single-seater 17 years ago and this
year he only failed to score once.
After Prescott he finished second
three times and won the last
round. However, itisundeniable
that six-times champion Scott
Moran was still the mantobeaton
the occasions when he appeared,
which was 16 of the 34 rounds.
Next year’s challenge will be from
Wallace Menzies, who was flying
for thelastthird of the season, but
Willis will relish that battle. EW

WHERE: MONTREAL,
CANADA
WHEN: JULY 30
Allthings beingequal this
should have been asecond
straight FormulaE title for
Sebastien Buemi, but Lucas
di Grassi wouldnotbe
denied a third time.
Exclusionsand a New
York absence meant Buemi,
with six winsto di Grassi’s
two, held aslenderlead
headingto Montreal. But
while di Grassiputinpole
and won supremely, Buemi
imploded. A qualifying
crash and later exclusion
from therace meantdi
Grassiwasalmost

GAIRIS
FOMULAETITE

guaranteed the title on
Sunday, and when Buemi
struggledin qualifyingand
picked updamage onthe
openinglap of therace,
that wasall she wrote.
Itwasadeservingtriumph
for di Grassi, who showed
supremetacticalnousand
energy managementto
score unlikely back-to-front
results earlierin the season
and then delivered when
itmattered.
Theultra-consistent,
resilient Brazilian was a
worthy champion, and
FormuaFE’s third
different title winner
inthreeseasons. SAM

TTAS CONFIRMED AT MERGEDES
R'I]lll TAKES HIS MAIDEN GP WIN

WHERE: SOCHI,RUSSIA
WHEN: APRIL 30
Itwas chosen as MN’s defining
momentof 2016. But Nico
Rosberg’sshock retirement
after clinchinglast season’s
Formulaltitleprovideda
golden opportunity for one
up-and-comingdriverinthe
series’ top team for 2017.
Intheendit wasformer
Williams driver Valtteri Bottas
who gotthenod and the Finn
made animpressive start. He
resisted intense pressure from
Sebastian Vettel to take his
maiden triumph in Russiain
only hisfourthrace with the

team before following that up
with another similar triumph
in Austria.

Atthispointagenuinetitle
challenge looked possibleashe
wasnot far behind Vetteland
team-mate Lewis Hamilton.
Buthisseason began tounravel
inthesecond half of the year as
Hamilton found another gear
and an under-pressure Bottas
wasleftalong way inthe
Briton’swake. A late
resurgence and third win of the
year at AbuDhabiensured he
ended upjust 12 points behind
second-placed Vettel in the
standings. SL

Photos: LAT, Adam Hall, SMJ Photography, Eddie Walder, fiaworldrallycross, Colin Casserle

tolaunch acarin 2015, and
took the first category title in
the European Le Mans Series.
Thelist of successes goes on.

Now Ginettahasanew
mission-save LMP1.

The current world
championshipisinabitof a
state. Manufacturers have
abandoned it-aside from
Toyota - costs have soared
and an LMP2 car came within
awhisker of winning Le Mans.

motorsport-news.co.uk DECEMBER 20/27 2017 21

Privateer P1 has always
been a tough sell, but now the
bigboys have gone to play
elsewhere with their big
funding, there’sachance
for privateersto shine again.
And Ginettais by far the most
advanced with its customer
P1 offering. Developed in
conjunction with strong
partners-including Williams
—expect the Ginetta P1to turn
some heads next year. RL

ASTON MARTIN BECOMES
RED BULL'S TITLE SPONSOR

WHERE:
MILTON KEYNES, UK
WHEN: SEPTEMBER 25
Aston Martin might be more
synonymous with James Bond
than anenergy drinks company,
butthat could changein thefuture
asthe British car manufacturer
announced it would become the
Red Bull Formula 1team’stitle
sponsor for2018.

Aston wasalready partof
the Red Bull family, joining
theteam ahead of the 2016 season
asan “innovation partner” -
collaborating on the Aston Martin
Valkyrie hypercar-but has now

WHERE: BANBURY, UK
WHEN: JANUARY 6
Itmay seem alotlonger ago
thanjust 2016 that Manor
last competedin Formula 1.
But, believeitornot, it was
only atthe start of this year
thatthe team went bust.
Shortly after Christmasit
was announced Just Racing
Services Litd —the company
that operated Manor-had
goneinto administration
threatening the future of
the F1squad. A key factor
was the two points Felipe
Nasr scored in the Brazilian
Grand Prix for Sauber that

takenthatrelationshiptothe
nextlevel.

Anew Advanced Performance
Centrehasbeen created on Red
Bull’scampusin Milton Keynes,
which will create more than
100jobs, house the development
of Red Bulland Aston’snext
supercar project and foster
closer collaboration between
thetwobrands.

CEO of Aston, Andy Palmer,
haseven goneasfarassuggesting
the company could create their
own F1 engines should the 2021
regulationsinterest them.
Watch thisspace. SM

denied Manor the vital
money for 10th placein the
constructors’ standings.

There was no shortage of
interest from potential
buyers for the team - with
around 50 parties entering
discussions-butnone of
them ultimately had the
cashneeded, so the team
was shutdown at the end
of January and officially
withdrawn in March.

One final footnote came
last month when the FIA
refunded the team’s 2017
entry fees as a goodwill
gesture to creditors. SL
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ARMSTRONG BARES ALL IS
BANNED FOR SIX MONTHS

WHERE: LONDON
WHEN:OCTOBER 7
Wasitan acceptable ban or
not? Whilemarshallingon the
Solway Coast Rally in August,
the two-time Scottish Rally
champion Jock Armstrong was
photographed while exposing
hisrear-endtoan oncoming
competitor, Niall Cowan Junior,
whohe sponsors. Heinsists that
Cowan wasn’ttravellingatrally
speed after he’d hitabale causing
damagetohis car. The picture
was posted on social media.

The Motor Sport National
Courtfined Armstrong £1000

WHERE: ORGANISING
COMMITTEES
EVERYWHERE
WHEN: JULY
Inayear when the news
onrallying was often bad,
the announcement of Rally
2WD at the end of July was
ashiningbeacon of hope
thatall wasnotlost.

The concept was theidea
of three enthusiasts who

and gave him asixmonth ban,
meaninghe’llmiss thefirst
tworounds of the Scottish
Rally Championshipin 2018,
effectively endinghis
championship attack before
ithasevenstarted.

“Thismakes me more famous
forthat than winningthe
Scottish Rally Championship
twoyearsinarow,” said
Armstrong. “Ifully understand
they havetotakeactionasIwas
wearingan MSA tabard.

“Thefunny thingisthat
Icangooutand marshal
tomorrow.” JB

1Y 2WD IS

wanted to do something to
stem the demise of gravel
rallyingasthe changesto
running order, dictated by
overall safety issues, was
decimating entries.
Thoseinhistoricand
smaller two-wheel-drive
moderns were staying away
rather than run on poor
roads and events were facing
increasingfinancial trauma.

Even some of the most
popular events were losing
money atarate that
organising clubs could not
sustain. The planistorun
all the two-wheel-drive
mileage first, followed by
the4WD cars. It startson
Rally North Wales next
March followed by the Red
Kitein June. The early signs
areincredibly positive. PL

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

CHRISHAIRD WINS THE NATIONAL
HOT ROD WORLD FINAL
h_ = ‘_.

‘ »

WHERE:FOXHALL
HEATH,IPSWICH

WHEN: JULY 2

National Hot Rod’s Mr Perfect
wasinimperiousformat
Foxhall Heath for the bigone
atthestartof July.

After havingmissed outon
thepointstitle whenillness
ruled him out of the showdown,
handingthe glory to Kym
Weaver, he was determined
toputthingsrightatthebig
one. From the moment the
carstook tothetrackin
qualifying, the Vauxhall
Tigraracer wasnailed.

From pole position, he was

SNy

untroubled for 751aps. Scot Rob
McDonald kept him within
sight early on untilhe was
overtaken by David Casey,
but theirbattlehadlet
Newmarket’s Haird escape
and helanded his third World
Final crown. Not only that,
after hehad beento South
Africaasaprizedrivefor
claiming the world title, he
went on to scoop the National
titleat Hednesford Hills
Raceway in August too.
Hairdreallyisatthetop of his
game: guess what? Heisleading
the 2017/2018 English points
standings too. MJ

> RONDENNIS SELLS McLAREN SHARES AND LEAVES

WHERE: McLAREN
TECHNOLOGY CENTRE,
WOKING

WHEN: JUNE 30

Theend of anera. After 37 years,
overseeing the most successful
period in McLaren’s Formula 1
history-including 10drivers’ and
seven constructors’ titles—2017
was the year Ron Dennis stepped

away from the company he helped
tomake famous. The 70-year-old
sold his 25 per cent sharein
McLaren Technology Group
and McLaren Automotive, and
relinquished his directorship
of bothin June this year.

Joining McLaren as team
principalin 1981, he shaped the
team into one of the most dominant

outfits as well as managing some of
the sport’s most famous drivers.
Stepping down as team principalin
2009, Dennis continued to focus on
McLaren’s other business outlets
before he was eventually removed
from his McLaren management
rolesin 2016, prior to selling his
shares. A fall from grace for one

of the sport’sleading figures. SM

WHERE:SINGAPORE GP
WHEN:SEPTEMBER 17
It was arguably the moment
when Sebastian Vettel lost
this year’s Formula 1 title.

The Singapore street track
isacircuit Mercedes often
struggles at and, with Vettel
starting on pole for this year’s
contest, it should’vebeen a
perfect opportunity for the
German toreclaim his points
advantage. He trailed Lewis
Hamilton by just three points
before therace, butit proved
tobe the closest he would get to
Hamilton for the rest of the year
as Vettel’sracelasted just afew
metres. A startline collision
between him, Ferrari team-
mate Kimi Raikkonen and Max
Verstappen left all three out.
Vettel appeared to squeeze
Verstappen towards the pitwall
and this left Raikkonen with
nowhere to go. Vettel did
initially continue, with severe
damage, but he then crashed
again afew corners later.

From that point on, Vettel’s
season collapsed as myriad
engine woes blighted his
Malaysian and Japanese
grands prix, leaving Singapore
winner Hamilton as a
comfortable champion. SL

INQUIRY INTO
RALLY DEATHS
CONCLUDES

WHERE: EDINBURGH,
SCOTLAND
WHEN:NOVEMBER 21
It’sfinished. Investigations
intodeaths on the 2013
Snowman Rally and 2014

Jim Clark Rally have finished.
Hopefully the families of the
victims are satisfied with the
172-page determination
issued by the FAI's conductor,
Sheriff Maciver.

Rallyingcan be content thata
thorough person oversawitand
gotto grips with the nitty-gritty
of the sportinfantasticfashion.
Hisrecommendations were fair
andreasonable, and give
rallyingachancetoreset,and
make sure thatthe deathson the
eventsaren’tinvain.

Of the inquiry, World Rally
Championship winning
co-driver Robert Reid said:
“From arallying point of view,
ithasbeen picked to bits by lots
of expertsandIthinkit’scome
outof it well. Generally I think
it’svery positive. Theinteresting
thingnow is to see how the sport
reacts, deals withitand moves
onfromit.” JB
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WHERE:THE NEC,
BIRMINGHAM
WHEN: AUTOSPORT
SHOW,JANUARY 11-14
You can keep Monaco,

we're off to Birmingham.
Forthefirsttimeinits45-year
history, the World Rally
Championship will be
launchedin Britain. What’s
more,it’llbelaunched at
AutosportInternational, the
show owned by MN parent

WHERE:EBBWVALE,
BLAENAU GWENT,WALES
WHEN: JUNE 27

After years of speculation and
proposals, 2017 seemed to finally
signal the end for the Circuit of
Wales project. The final nail in
the coffin came as the Welsh
Government decided against
fundingthe £443 million project,
having previously indicated it
might meet 50 per cent of the costs.

Initially unveiled in 2011 with
aproposed opening date of 2016,
the circuit would have been able
to host British Touring Car
Championship and Superbike
World Championship events.
Ithad already signed a five-year
dealtohost Britain’sround
of MotoGP between 2015and
’19, with an option for a further
fiveyears.

While the CoW developer,
Heads of the Valleys
Development Company
(HotVDC), claimed there
wasa “fundamental
misunderstanding” with
the Welsh Government,
the Association of Motor
Racing Circuit Owners’
chairman Jonathan Palmer
stated “it’sbeen an appalling
waste of public money”. Maybe
thesagaisn’tover afterall. SM

GIRGUIT
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WHERE: HELSINKI,
FINLAND
WHEN: MAY 4
Driving a works Mini for BMCin
the Sixties, Timo Makinen found
another use for hisleft foot.
Instead of just usingittofacilitate
the switch between cogs, he tried
stabbing the middle pedal to get
rid of the understeer. It worked.
And so left-foot braking was born.
But there was somuch more to
Makinen than findingthe fastest
way from apex to exit. Bornin
Helsinki 1938, the original flying
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Finn was one of rallying’s true
characters and a master of front-
and rear-wheel-drive machinery.
If hemade hisnamein the Mini,
he cemented his genius with the
venerable Healey 3000 and, of
course, the Ford Escort RS1600 to
winthe 1973 and 1974 RAC Rallies,
before sealing the hat-trickin
that famous Allied Polymer-
liveried RS1800. Butit’s his
third-straight 1000 Lakes win in
1967 people remember best:
bonnet up flying the Mini over
Ouninpohja’s biggest jumps. DE
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January 2 wasasignificantday
forrallycrossin the UK with
confirmation that Silverstone
would take over fromthe
traditional Lydden Hill circuit.

TIMO'MAKINEN DIES

= WHERE: SILVERSTONE Lydden, the venue of thefirst
= AND LYDDEN HILL everrallycross event, lostits deal
= . | WHEN:JANUARY 2 tohost the Britishround of the

World Rallycross Championship
from 2018. In the 50th year for the
sport, thelast World RX eventin
Kentwasone of celebration, and
won by fan-favourite Petter

"3
’ . ..-
*ast : v .

firm, Motorsport Network.
In 2018, the WRC will be
bookended with British
appearances of the biggest
starsinrallying (although
Rally GB’sactually the
penultimate event, but who’s
counting). On Thursday
January11,every driver,
co-driver and team principal
will be presentatthe NEC
(with aselection of them
stayingontoentertain you

WHERE:DONINGTON PARK
WHEN:SEPTEMBER 24
Itmay have taken afew years,
but Bentley finally secured the
British GT Championship
crown, courtesy of Rick -
ParfittJr,SebMorrisand /.
Team Parker Racing.

Bentley’srelationship r
with BritishGTharks &
back to2014 when
M-Sportranthethen-
developmental Continental
GT3inacouple of races tohone
it before heading off to Europe
thefollowing year.

Sincethen, Bentleys have been
rather hitand missin theirhome

Solberg. Twodayslater, the
new Silverstonerallycross
layout wasrevealed.

The Northamptonshire
circuit’s World RX weekend will
bepart of the ‘Speed Machine’
Festival, includinglive music,
while the F1-venue will also host

andIthroughthefollowing
threedays), where they will
unveil theliveries for their
2018 World Rally Cars. Beyond
themain players, WRC2and
the Junior WRC will be
represented, as will Britain’s
ownround of the WRC,
WalesRally GB.

The crews will be
interviewed about their 2018
prospects before they head
down toMonte Carlo. DE

championship. There had been
the odd side-line factory effort,
butit was only when Stuart
Parker secured a deal with the
Crewefirmfor2016that

Thisyeartheteam,
|Parfittand Morris,
‘made the Bentley a
/ starintheendurance

' :.’_‘ =9 rounds-winning three

= of the four bonus-points
racestoset up theirtitle
charge. Third placeinatense
season finale at Donington
Park wasenoughtoseala
hard-earned crown.RL

RUBRITAIN'S WORLD RALLYCROSS GOES T0 SILVERSTON

tworounds of the British
Rallycross Championship.
Lydden meanwhile will continue
tohold British RX eventsandis
pushingahead with development
planstoimprovefacilitiesand
enablebigeventstobeheld
therein the future. HR
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WHERE: GENEVA,

SWITZERLAND

WHEN:JULY 19

When it was announced that

‘ asof 2018all Formula1cars
mustusethe Haloitwastothe

dismay of drivers, teams and

fans. Deemed ugly and against

e

\

A

the DNA of single-seater
racingby itscritics, the FIA
neverthelessimplemented
the Halo on grounds of safety
despitenine out of 10teams
votingagainst the device.
Shroudingthe cockpit, the
Halois designed todeflect

- -
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WHERE: CENTRAL
LONDON
WHEN:JULY 13
Liberty Media promised a
brave new world for F1 with
ramped upfan engagement.
Buthow woulditdoit? Well,
Londonersfound outin
thebuild up tothe British
Grand Prix.

F1Livehitthe streets of
Whitehall, and all the teams
sent carstododemos, burn

outsand doughnutsand
thrill the thousands who
wereliningthe streets—
allied to performances
from pop bandsand some
rather cheesy on-stage
presentations. Older-spec
carsmadetherightnoise,
and thedrivers were
theretoentertain.

All, thatis, except Lewis
Hamilton.

The Brit wasrestingahead

ADOPTED BY FORMULA 1

errantdebrisaway froma
driver’shead and prevent
injury ordeath, suchasin

the Henry Surtees and Justin
Wilson accidents overthelast
decade. Formula 2 will alsouse
the Halo next year, before the
new International Formula3

series willintroduce it for 2019.
While the FIA’sresearch,
whichbeganin 2011, has
proven that the Halowill be
effective and beneficialtoa
driver’s safety, don’t expect
opinionstochange before the
startof the season. SM
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of the second half of the
season, preferringto
rechargehis batteriesrather
thanmeet the crowds. He was
attacked for his decision by
fansand by the national
media, but this was forgotten
justfive dayslater when
Mercman Hamilton
dominated the British Grand
Prix. Itkick-started aroll
thatled him ontohishistoric
championship title. MJ
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WHERE: MONACO GP
WHEN: MAY 28

Attheltalian Grand Prix in 2016,
Jenson Button and McLaren
announced that the Brit would
step down from hisrace driveand
takeupapositionasareserve
driver and the team’s ambassador,
mostassumed that was the last
that people would see of him
inthecockpitof an F1car.

Hehad mentioned rallycross as
apotential competitive outletin
thefutureandtested a car,and
healsohadhiseyesonthe
Japanese Super GT Series.
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WHERE:VALENCIA,SPAIN
WHEN: JUNE 6

The Circuit Ricardo Tormoin
Valenciaisrarely the focus of
the motorsport world, but for
oneafternooninJuneitbecame
thetalk of the sport.

After sufferinglife-changing
injuriesinarally accident
backin2011, Robert Kubica
wasback. Andhewasina
Formulalcar.

Thelikeable Pole had tested
aGP3caratthestartof the
year, and did well, somanaged
tosecurearunina2012 Renault
in Spain. Turns outhe did
rather wellinit.

Renault was so convinced it
gave Kubicaatestinits full-fat
2017 car at the Hungaroringin
August. Thearrival of Carlos
Sainzinthe Honda-Renault
shuffle put paid toanyrace
chance with hisold team,
but did show the wider world
thathe wasready for another
shotinF1.

Williams hasrecently picked
upthe calland has tested
Kubica three times—most
recentlyinits 2017 carat
AbuDhabi-andisdebating
whether ornot tosign the
33-year-old up for a full
returnnext year.RL

NSON

BUTTON BACK IN F1

Buttonraced at Monaco

Before he would be able to
decide any of that, there wasacall
from McLaren. Fernando Alonso
was off to Indy for the 500-mile

race and the Frome flyer was
in demand once more. In truth,
with no testing beforehand, it
was atall order. He started from
the pits after the traditional
McLaren engine penalties and
intheend, he crashed out after
anugly accident with Pascal
Wehrlein’s Sauber.

It was a sad way to sign off
his F1 career, but he now has
pastures new with confirmation
that he willindeed switch to
Japanese Super GT ina Honda
next year after a one-off outing
in2017.MJ
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WHERE: CROFT,NORTH

YORKSHIRE

WHEN:JUNE 10

The accident which left British

Touring Car Championship

racers Luke Davenport and

Jeff Smithinacoma,and Aron

Taylor-Smith with a broken

leg, was a perfect storm.
Motorbase Performance Ford

Focus driver Davenportran
wide on the damp track in
qualifying and ripped the sump
from beneath the car. That
coated the soaking circuit
with oil, and the next cars
around were powerless to
avoid losing control.

All thedriversinvolvedin the
shunt have since recovered,

MULTIPLE SHUNT IN
THE BTGC AT CROFT

although Smith and Davenport
will not be back to full health
until next season.

The crash showed the huge
strides that have been made in
driver safety and even more
work will be done in the future to
learnlessonsfromthe accident,
butit was a stark reminder of the
dangers of the sport. MJ




LAST SHORT OVAL IN LONDON
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WHERE: CRYCHAN AND
HALFWAY FORESTS,WALES
WHEN: MARCH 2017
It was the story that gave and gave
in 2016, but also threatened to take
away. Welsh forest rallying was well
and truly on the ropes for the year.
Luckily, agroup called
Rally4Wales stepped up and took on
theresponsibility for repairing the
forestroadsin Wales after rallying

CLOSES ITS DOORS

had taken place. Fees had been due
togouptoanastonishinglevel had
Natural Resource Wales, responsible
for Welsh Government-owned
forests, continued the job. R4W
stepped in and took on the task.

RALLYAWALES COMPLETES FIRST ROAD REPAIR

road forrally-use. The first of these
repairs came after the Red Kite Rally
in March, and since then the stages
on offer torally organisers has
become greater, and the quality of
roads has improved for competitors.
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This provided two massive
benefits. First, fees remained similar
if atouch higher, and secondly rally
roads are being repaired by rally
specialists who know how to grade a

13

Now rallyingjustneedsa
change to the seedingissue
and Wales canreach New
Zealand-levels of motorway

rally stages...JB

ORRIS IMPRESSES ON
McLAREN TEST/WINS EUROPEAN
FORMULA 3 THTLE

WHERE: HUNGARORING,
HUNGARY/HOCKENHEIM,
GERMANY
WHEN: AUGUST 2/
OCTOBER 14
What a yearit’s been for
Britain’s Lando Norris. The
18-year-old stormed to the
European Formula 3 crown
with Carlin in his first full
season, where he took nine
wins as well asa further11
podiums before clinching the
titleat Hockenheimin the
final round. He capped off his
F3 campaign with second
placein Macau and a week
later was making his Formula
2debutin AbuDhabias
preparation for a full assault
in 2018, again with Carlin.
For all the trophies and
accolades -beingnamed
Autosport’s National Driver

fastesttime—just0.271s

WHERE:WIMBLEDON
STADIUM

WHEN: MARCH 26
Racingengines had been
heard in SW17since 1962, but

asthefinal one died down (that

of last place finisherin the
lastrace, Steve Hussey in his
Superstock racer —for which

WHERE: BRANDS HATCH
WHEN: OCTOBER 1
Ash Sutton was the coming man
of the BTCCin 2016, having
clinched the rookie-based Jack
Sears Trophy in his Triple Eight
MG&6. For 2017, he stepped into
thefactory Subaruteam
alongside Jason Plato for
ashotatthe overall crown.
Ashe stepped from his battered
car at Brands Hatch after the

hegotaprize),an eraended.

by areturn of a points-scoring
round for the National Hot
Rod English series, and

the venue was packed with
thousands of fans. It was
appropriate that Shane
Bland, from a family of Hot

The sign off was highlighted

opening three rounds of the
championship, the silverware
seemed along way away.

He admits as much himself. “It
was always goingtobe a hard
job,” says Sutton. “Leaving
Brands Hatch, itlooked
almost vertical for me.”

Butthen things clicked.

Plato was an enigma, struggling
tounlock the secrets of the rear-
wheel-drive Levorg machine,
Sutton, on the other hand, went
onasuperbrun over the summer
and arecord of six wins over 15

of the Year - perhaps his adrift of the pace set by

greatest highlight and most Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel.

impressive performance in His performance was
Rodracers, claimed the NHR and yesteryear all took to 2017 cameat the wheelof a impressive enough for
prize thatnight ahead of the track. It was thelast MeLaren during a Formula 1 McLaren to offer hima
Scotsman Rob McDonald. track inside the M25and, testatthe Hungaroring. reserverole for 2018, and

The officials at the meeting given currentlegislation, Hisdriveinacontemporary , hewilldriveacaralongside

all wore dark undertakers that situation willnot Flmachine was hisreward || Fernando Alonso innext
suits and there was a grand change. A genuine piece of for winning the 2016 McLaren | year’s Daytona 24 Hours.
parade before that final motorsporting history was Autosport BRDC Award, Surely it’sonly amatter
meeting where cars and lostin Plough Lane on that and he completed 91 laps of timeuntilhehasan
stars from the modern day night at the end of March. MJ Fldrive. SM

and finished with the second

races. It was enough for himto
claw back the deficit to Colin
Turkington’s WSR BMW 125i

Tweaks to the engine
regulations helped Subaru, and
Sutton flew. While his team-mate

M Sport. Heheld onduringa
tense finale back at Brands
Hatch and victory was his. MJ

T

| INSURANCE
ISSUES FORCE

MULL RALLY
| J CANCELLATION

WHERE:ISLE OF MULL
WHEN: JUNE 7

For thefirst time since 1990, the
Mull Rally was off. One of the most
popular eventsin the UK, gone.

The Tobermory rally ran on closed
publicroads around the Scottish
island since the organisers of the
original Tour of Mull funded an Act
of Parliamentin 1990. That Act passed
through the Scottish Government

subaru.co.uk

allowing the organisersto suspend
road trafficlawsfor the event.
However, the Fatal Accident Inquiry
into deaths on the 2013 Snowman and
2014 Jim Clark Rally exposed potential
insuranceimplicationsforthe
organisers, meaningat short
notice the event was cancelled.
While the Targa and Rally
Time Trial thatraninits place
demonstrated the tenacity and

determination of theisland’s
inhabitantsandits supporters, it
wasn't quite the same as afull rally.

The eventisn'texpected toreturn
until 2019, while hopes are high that
the Scottish Government will follow
England’slead, in passinglegislation
that places the power to award a
closed-road permit for events to the
Motor Sports Association and the
event’s local authority. JB
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NIN WINS FOURTH BRITISH

SHO b THTLE

RALLY CHAMP

f‘,!,

MONGE
INJURED IN
BRITISH F4
HORROR CRASH

WHERE:DONINGTON

»

WHERE: DOUGLAS,ISLE
OF MAN
WHEN:SEPTEMBER 16
Almost exactly 20 years after the
British Rally Championship’s
closesteverfinale, theinfamous
1997 Rally Isle of Man, the
championship delivered what
couldbearguedasaneven
closerresultinthe same
locationin2017.

Keith Cronin won the
championship by winning the

second legof Rally Isle of Man
by atenth of asecond, by asingle
pointinthe championship,
beatinglong-timeleader
Fredrik Ahlin.

Unlike 1997, three drivers were
in contention, notfive, with the
otherbeing Matt Edwards.
Heledintothefinal stage, but
Cronin overcame him by atenth
onthefinale stage, adequately
named ‘The Classic’. Cronin
needed towin both legs of the

event to score enough pointsto
overturn Ahlin, who was aiming
tobecome thefirst Swede to win
the championship since Stig
Blomgqvistin1983.

It was Cronin’sfourth title,
tying Roger Clark, infour
different cars with four different
co-drivers. Anincrediblefeat
forthedriver, this year piloting
anM-Sport Ford Fiesta R5
with Mikie Galvinonthe
pacenotes.JB

MEEKE WINS
MEXICO AND

PARK,
LEICESTERSHIRE
WHEN:APRIL 16
Some of theeventsthatare
includedin thistop50are
incredibly positive moments
for motorsport. This one was
not. Anyone whohas seen
the onboard footage of Billy
Monger’s British F4 crash will
nothave forgottenitinahurry.
Itwashorrific. Patrik

Pasma’s expired Carlin car
was stranded in the middle of
thetrack at Schwantz Curve.
Monger was part of a pack of
cars squabbling for position
and, astheyjinked out of the
way of the striken Pasma,
Monger was left unsighted
and ploughed straightinto the
rear of the Carlin machine.
There wasnothingthethen
17-year-old could have done to
avoid it. It took nearly two

WHERE: DONINGTON PARK,
LEICESTERSHIRE

WHEN: JANUARY 12

The work Jonathan Palmer and his
MotorSport Vision group has done to

hourstoextricate Monger
buthe wasleftinacomaand
hadbothlegs amputated.
Butthenthingsbecame
more positive. The motorsport
community rallied around
the teenager and over £750,000
wasraised to help support
him. He soon vowed toreturn
toracingand completeda
triumphant walk of the
Brands Hatch pitlane at the
British Touring Carfinale. SL

PALMER LANDS DEAL T0 RUN

DONINGTON

SPAIN THEN
CRASHES i

transform circuits such as Brands Hatch
and Oulton Park in recent years has been
well-documented. And at the start of 2017
it was announced another track would get

McRENAULT 1S BORN

the Palmer treatment.

WHERE:WOKING, UK/ agreed upgrade plan, Honda WHERE: ON HIS ROOF wastheopposite: he Inearly January it wasrevealed that
VIRY,FRANCE agreed onan amicable split with WHEN: ALL SEASON crashed at the superspecial Palmer would take over the running of
WHEN:SEPTEMBER 15 McLaren, butstillneeded ateam Thedefiningmoment of in Germany and was Donington Park and had acquired a 21-year
Andso, afterawhirlwindthree  tostayinF1.Stepforward Toro the year for Kris Meeke? nowherein Finland. A lease of the estate from current owner
years of rubbish reliability, Rosso, which was supplied by Gottobethat Mexico win. period of misery like that Kevin Wheatcroft. Itlooked likeanend toa
pants performance and bitter Renault-acontract McLaren Ormaybeabettermoment  would definitely have turbulent few years for the circuit after the
PRfeuds,theMcLaren-Honda  sawasitsengineexitroute. thatactually defined his defined alesser driver’s previousleaseholder’sfailed bid toland the
marriageisover. Toro Rosso was keen on year wasthetriptothe season. Not Meeke. He used British Grand Prix left the circuitin serious
RonDennis’s much-lauded Honda’sfinancial backingand, car park about 60 seconds achampionship break financial trouble. Butitended up beingless
reunion with the Japanese who knows, if the firm turned before he celebrated through Septemberto get than straightforward for Palmer.
brand will sadly godownin things around performance- that win. hishousein orderand the With MSV already operating Brands,
history asone of the sport’s wiseit could even be a solid It’'simpossible toignore Spanish victory that Oulton, Snetterton, Cadwell Park and
biggest disappointments. But future supplier for Red themiddle of theyear,such followed marked the end of Bedford Autodromein the UK, the deal
where Honda failed, perhaps BullRacing. was the brouhaha which the season beautifully. A had tobeinvestigated by the Competition
Renault cansucceed? Allthe Toleverage the deal Carlos surrounded Meeke’s May driver comfortablein the and Markets Authority and wasfinally
dealtook wasa French firm, Sainzwasreleased from STR andJune. Threesuccessive car, pushingand winning approved in August after much scrutiny.
aSpanishdriver, aton of tojoin Renault. Asaresult crashesled to himsitting where it was possible, but Even before the takeover was complete,
litigationand abotched upgrade Honda’stech chapsstarted Rally Polandout. Whenhe  drivingtothelimitof what Palmer had already started investingin
scheduletosecure McLaren’s learningItalian and McLaren cameback, it was hardly hehad beneath him where improvements with part of the paddock

instigated lunchtime French hecouldn’t. DE

lessonsin Woking. RL

switch in engine partner. champagneall-round. It resurfaced ata cost of £400,000. SL

Having fallen behind onits

WHERE: STUTTGART,
GERMANY

WHEN: JULY 24

Formula E has claimed a few
high-profile scalps recently —
step forward Porsche and
Audi from sportscars, and
Jaguar too. But arguably the
biggest shock came when the
all-electric series tempted
Mercedes away from one of its
marqueeracing activities.

was relaunched in 2000, having
run multiple cars and honed
many of its youngracing
talents in the domestic series.
But the 2018 campaign will
markitslast.

DTM has hit some tough times,
but still remains one of German
motorsport’s biggest draws, and
astrong commercial vehicle for
manufacturers to promote and
shift road-going models.

season. “In motorsport we want
tobethe benchmark in the
premium segment and to
explore innovative new
projects,” said Mercedes
motorsport head Toto Wolff.
“The combination of Formula 1
and Formula E delivers that.”
Itleaves the DTM with just
twomanufacturers—Audi
and BMW -and facingan
uphill struggle to try and

Thethree-pronged star Regardless, ithaslost value remainrelevantin the
hasbeenanpillarinthe German  for Mercedes, which willinstead changing modern motorsport
touring car category sinceit launch a FE team for the 2019/°20 climate. RL

g S
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JOHN SURTEES DIES

WHERE: KENT
WHEN: MARCH 10
Where do youbegin torecall the
life of BigJohn? The cliches are
all there: the only man to win
world titles on four wheels as well
astwo, theracer turned team
owner, etc—but there was so
much more to him.
Thefireforthe sportthat
burned with Surtees was so
strong. You only have to witness
the efforts he putin to Buckmore
Park, thekarttrack he owned,
and the benefits offered by the
Henry Surtees Foundation. That
was set up toremember his son
Henry, killedin an F2race in 2009.
Notonly diditraise funds, it gave

WHERE: LA SARTHE, FRANCE
WHEN:JUNE 18
Itsonearly ended with a whimper
rather than aroar but, somehow,
Porsche pulled a third-straight LMP1
victory at Le Mans out of thebag.

Andwhen wesay ‘victory’ what we
meanisthe German firm salvaged
any form of credibility for sportscar
racing’stop category.

Audi’s withdrawal left just five factory
LMP1 entries for this year, and all of
them suffered what would usually be

awholehost of prizesto young
up-and-comingracers who
needed abreak. The passion,
and the forward-thinking, was
alwaysthere.

He could beatoughmanto
work alongside, as many racers
had found out to their peril. But
when the commitmenttobe the
bestrunssodeep, it was
understandable. The emotion at
hisfuneral, held at Worth Abbey
in West Sussex, wasamark of all
those whoselives Surteeshad
touched, and it showed that he
would be sorely missed. Even
though it was 50 years since his
world championship success, the
mark heleft was huge. MJ

terminal failures to their hopes of
winningthe world’s biggest race.
Thenumber two919Hybrid of Timo
Bernhard, Brendon Hartley and Earl
Bamber was dumped 181aps off thelead
by an early hybrid motor problem. But
each of the other four carsinthe
category capitulated dramatically. The
sister Porschelost a sure win with an oil
pressure problem and two of the three
Toyotas failed to make it beyond half-
distance. The third limped homeninth as
therulemakers’ pursuit of efficiency

motorsport-news.co.uk DECEMBER 20/27 2017 27

Photos: LAT, mcklein-imagedatabase.com, Jakob Ebrey Photograph

allied to the manufacturers’ hunger for
power finally took its toll on reliability.
The LMP2 Jackie Chan DCRacing
ORECA led the way for much of therace,
untilitfell prey tothe recovering919in
the penultimate hour.
Bernhard/Hartley/Bamber would
goon tolift the World Endurance
Championship crown, butdid so after
repeated instances of team ordersissued
tothesister car of Nick Tandy/Andre
Lotterer/Neel Jani. Porsche bowed out
of the category at the end of the year. RL

NEW LAW PAVES WAY FOR

CLOSED-ROAD EVENTS

WHERE:WESTMINSTER,LONDON
WHEN: APRIL 7

Closed Roads are go! In April this year, the
Parliament of the United Kingdom passed a
law making closed-road eventsin the UK much
easiertoachieve.

Previously, you would have needed topassan
Actof Parliamentin ordertogeta permittorun
events on closedroads.

Thenewlaw means thatan Actof Parliament
foreach new eventisn’t necessary. The power to
grantevents permits now lies with the authority
that governs motorsportin the UK, the Motor
Sports Association, with afinal ratification
needed from thelocal parliament.

Ithasn’tjust opened up fully-closed-road events,
butalso opportunities for rallies to connect stages
together through closed roads. There are many
possibilities for organising clubs.

While we haven’t seen aflood of eventsin 2017,
whichis unsurprising given a bigevent would
takeayeartoplanfromscratch, we have heard
anumber of events are in the pipeline,and one
hasshownits cards.

Rally Tendring and Clacton will run around
45-milesin the south east on April 22 next year.
The Chelmsford Motor Club-run eventisblazing
atrail, which is hopefully followed by more
eventsin2018.JB

WHERE:LONDON

WHEN: JANUARY 23

Itonly took $8 billion and 40 years to
finally replace Bernie Ecclestone at
the head of the Formula 1 empire.

Like him orloathe him, Bernie
had ruled supreme over the top
category of motorsport for almost
half-a-century. That was until
the Americansarrived.

During Liberty Media’s lengthy
negotiations, itlooked like
Ecclestone would help tobarter
the commercialrights deal between
the new buyers and former owner
CVC Capital Partners, and possibly
evenremainin charge for afurther
three-year ‘transition period’.
Instead, Liberty paid up,
implementedits own Chase Carey as
chairman and demoted Ecclestone
toa‘Chairman Emeritus’role—

WHERE: BRDC HO,
SILVERSTONE
WHEN:JULY 11

With a crippling escalator
putinplaceinthe British
RacingDrivers’ Club’s
contract with Formula
One Management, the
tipping point had been
reached: the club could
no longer afford to host

Derek Warwick, the
then president of the club,
announced the newsin
the build up to this
year’s event, butit was
inevitable. The club bore
the brunt of the costs
incurredinhostingthe
race,and with no help
from elsewhere, it
was untenable.

The fresh hope on the

Britain’s showpiece event.

horizon came in the form
of Liberty Media, the
new owner of F1. 1t
was proclaimedtobea
forward-thinking
company. Now comes the
crunch: will Liberty
Media, which has already
said thatit wants to keep
the core eventsin Europe
on aneven keel, get
involved and save the
British GP at the former
wartime airfield venue.
Those talks will begin at
the start of next year and
they will be detailed.
Aside from Silverstone,
there are very few options
forthe UK tohostarace-
aLondon GPisadistant
pipe dream, and the
trackisthe onlyrealistic
option. MJ

THE BRDG QUITS THE
BRITISH GRAND PRIX
CONTRACT

essentially a powerless bystander
role designed merely as a hat-tip

tohishistory with the sport.

“It’slikebuyinganew car,” said
Ecclestonejust after his ousting.
“You buy it, soyou want todriveit.
Ican’tdoanythingnow. They want

togetrid of the Bernieera.”

Thesporthas changed muchin
theintervening 12 monthstoo. We’ve
seen afresh push onlive events
outside of race weekends—such
asthe F1London Live event—new
faninitiatives, arisein social media
coverage and a shiny (if rather

unpopular)newlogo.
What we haven’t yet seenis
satisfactionamongthe teams,

equalityin the sport’sfinancial

structureand equality inthe
ongoingengine war. But, you
know, giveittime...RL

|

WHEN: OCTOBER 29
Sittingon the other side of the

Elfyn Evans smiles and laughs. What
happened has well and truly sunkin,
butthere’sthe odd flashback. Onthe
eve of the Australian season finale, it’s
thepreviousround which still dominates
conversation for the Welshman-not, I

: hastentoadd, by hischoosing.

“It was pretty incredible, wasn’tit...”
i hegrins. “Them crowds, T haven’t
' seenanythinglike that,notfora

verylongtime.”

Typically, Evansistalkingabout the
| success of Rally GBrather than his
| success on Rally GB. Becomingthefirst whole experience. DE

ELFYNWINS RALLYGB

WHERE:WALES RALLY GB

Briton to win his home round of the
World Rally Championshipin 17 years
was a special moment for Evans,
co-driver Dan Barritt and everybody
involved in the sportin the UK. What
was even more special for EIf was that
hediditin hisownbackyard and
enjoyed arare opportunity to perform
doughnutsinarally carin the middle
of Llandudno on a Sunday afternoon.
Evansdidn’tjust win Rally GB, he
dominated it, demonstrating the sort of
vice-like grip which Colin McRae and
Richard Burns had managed down
those same stages two decades earlier.
Andthe crowds? They simply loved the

world,
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OGIER'S WRC TITLE

nhis10-year
Formulalcareer
upuntilthe
beginning of 2017,
Lewis Hamilton
had only finished
inninth placeon
four previous occasions.

Most of them were in his early
career witharecalcitrant
McLaren. They are probably
merely aripplein hismemory by
now. But hisfifth ninth-place
finish, achieved after first-corner
contact with Sebastian Vettel’s
Ferrariin Mexico, is one that will
definitely stay in the Mercedes
man’smind. Itmadehima
Britishlegend.

Hamilton took nine wins on his
way tothe 2017title,and along
with thatbecame the most
successful driver of all time in
terms of pole positions, eclipsing
Ayrton Senna. He claimed his
62nd F1victory in Americain
October on hisridetothe crown,
which puts him ahead of Sir
Jackie Stewartasthe most

successful British driverin terms
of titles won.

Thebigquestionishow far
can Lewis go? IsMichael
Schumacher’srecord tally of 91
wins truly achievable? It seems
unlikely, and thatisnothingto
dowith Hamilton’s talent.

Hehasoften said thathe has
plenty of other things todo with
hislife, and hisinterestsare
diverse. Perhaps thereason he
hasnotbeentakentothehearts
of the publiclike he should beis
because heisnotamachine, like
Schumacher was.

Helooks outside the sportand
enjoysthe things that most
people would if they werein
hisposition. This will probably
drive him away from the sport
eventually, but there will be no
denyingtheimpression he has
leftonit.

But, inthe meantime, there
isthethreatsfrom Ferrari
and Red Bull for him stave off.
Thatissomethingevery fan
shouldrelish. MJ

LEWIS HAMILTON RIPS
hE(
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ebastien Ogier’sdecision to
signfor M-Sport was one of
2016’s definingmoments and
the success he and his British
employer achieved this year
was thedefining moment for
Britishrallyingthis season.
Not since Tommi Makinen and Mitsubishi
won in 1998 had a British-based team
dominated both World Rally
Championshiptitles.

Andnotsince... ever,had ateam with a privately
built carlifted both crowns.

This was, by somedistance, the biggest seasonin
M-Sport’s20-year history. The Cumbrian team
wasthe only one this year to give each and every
oneof itsdriversa victory, with Ott Tanak and
Elfyn Evansjoining Ogier on the podium’s top
step. The Ford Fiesta WRC led for more stages
and won morerallies than any other car.

It’swith somejustification that Malcolm
Wilson and Fiesta WRC designer Chris Williams
stepped up to collect Rally Car of the Year at
the Autosport Awards earlier this month.

“Our car hasbeen fast,” said Wilson. “It’s
probably fair to say it wasn’t always the fastest,
butIthink it was the mostreliable and the most
consistent and that’s what wins championships.
I'msoproud of everybody in the team and back at
. thefactory,every single one of ushas worked so
" hard for thismoment. We made history this year.”
And Ogier made afifth straight world title,

" elevatinghim above Finnish four-timers Juha
Kankkunen and Tommi Makinen to become the
second most successful (behind Sebastien Loeb on
nine)rally driver in terms of championships won.

The definingmoment of the year for Ogier and
M-Sport camein Germany, where they picked up
some of the tempo dropped with abigaccidentin
Finland and capitalised on Thierry Neuville’s
Panzerplatteretirement. The world titles came 4
. intosightpost-Saarbrucken. DE

WHERE:WALES RALLY GBWHEN: OCTOBER 26-29

-

ORD BOOKS

WHERE: MEXICO CITYWHEN: OCTOBER 29
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ernando Alonso has
always embodied
that Samurai
spirit, theresolute
craftsman,
controlled and
coiled, ready
topounce atany moment.

Andheunleasheditin 2017, when he
expressed his desire to tackle the Indy 500.
Intruth, McLaren would have been
foolhardy to deny Alonso his wish to
contestthe American showpiece. Had it
done so, the relationship between them —
already stretched because of the dismal
performance of the Honda powerplantsin
the back of the MCL32 —would have been
ruined. So, instead of liningup in Monte
Carlo, there were fresh challenges.

Heheaded west, ready toconquer a
new world and boy, did he come close.
Thebarefactsare that the Spaniard was
classified 24th, 201aps down and anon-
runner. Butlook alittle deeper, and the
impacthe made becomesclear.

Hehad startedin themiddle of the
second row, ran with thelead pack
throughout and headed the pack on
several occasions. Although shuffled
back down thefield to 10th after a couple
of late-racerestarts, he was in the mix
and sniffed one of the most sensational
triumphs of hisalready decorated career.
Heled the third mostlaps of any driver
thatday and the European audience for
therace was 190 per cent greater than it
hadbeeninthe previous year. There was
huge momentum.

Butthen Hondalet him down. Again.

Reflecting on Sunday night, Alonsosaid:
“Ididn’t miss Monaco.” It might have been
adifferent venue, but the result was the
sameashehadbeenusedtoinF1.

The spark thatitignited within Alonso
hasturnedintoafull-onflame. Freed
fromtheblinkers of F1,hehhasadesire
to go and experience otherraces, other
carsand other challenges.

The Le Mans 24 Hoursremains on his
bucketlist, and that may even happen
through adevelopingrelationship with
Toyota. However, there are other thingson
the horizon, including the Daytona 24
Hoursinlate January. The mixed road
courseand oval, inthedark and with so
many variations of car, will provide him
with asterntest.

Butthe bigquestionis willhe goback
toIndy? Alonso himself hassaid thathe
wants to, and theimpression he left behind
himalsoleftalot of open doors. MJ
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A measured approach
helped Ogier to win

wo questions.
Boileddown,

that’s what
thisyear’s
World Rally

Championship

came down to.
Just two questions. The first
isthe obvious one: how did
thefledgling partnership of
Sebastien Ogier and M-Sport
dominate both titles? The
second is possibly even more
straightforward: how did
Thierry Neuville miss out?

We’re all very well aware just how
statistics can be caressed tomake
any case compelling. These numbers
speak for themselves; if Neuville had
managed just four more fastest times
this season he’d have won twice as
many stages as anybody elsein 2018.

ROUND BY ROUND

Round 1

Monte Carlo Rally

JANUARY 19-22

Ogier makes adream start taking a
fourth straight win in the French Alps, his
firstina Ford Fiesta WRC. Early leader
Thierry Neuville retires after he damages
the suspension on his Hyundai. The
Korean squad suffers an event to forget
with Hayden Paddon withdrawn aftera
spectatoriskilled in his SS1 crash.

1 Sebastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia
(Ford Fiesta WRC) 4h00m03.6s; 2
Jari-Matti Latvala/Miikka Anttila (Toyota
Yaris WRC) +2m15.0s; 3 Ott Tanak/
Martin Jarveoja (Ford Fiesta WRC)
+2mb57.8s.

.

Twice. As. Many.

Asitis, Neuville posted 56 scratch
times, with Ott Tanak next up on 30.
Admittedly, the Belgian’s still got
some way to go before he matchesthe
height of Ogier’sdominance-the
Frenchman won 110 stages in 2013.
That was just the 79 more than his
nearestrival!

Neuville’s speed wasn’t allabout
the single stages, heled rallies for
longer than anybody else this year.
And he won twice the number of
events. How didn’the win? Actually,
let’s start the piece on a positive note.
Let’sanswer question one.

It’shard toimagine Ogier reading
Americantheology. If hedid,
he definitely took alonglook at
Reinhold Niebuhr’s work. He said:
“Grant metheserenity toacceptthe
thingsIcannot change, the courage

Round 2
: RallySweden

! FEBRUARY9-12

tochangethe thingsIcanandthe
wisdom to know the difference.”

Inanutshell, that’show Ogier won
afifth straight title. Thrown the
bendiest of curved balls at theend
of the 2016 season, the Frenchman
quickly established what his
options were for this year. He
picked M-Sport, did a deal with
the Cumbrians, went on holiday
and came tothe Monte fresh and
ready torock.

Naturally, Ogier didn’t feel as
comfortable with the Fiesta WRC as
he would have done with the 2017-
spec Poloin which he’d put down so
many testing miles in the previous
year, but he didn’t stress. Hetook a
sensibleline and drove at his own
pace. Hedropped the carintoaditch
justoutside Agnieres en Devoluy on
Rally Monte Carlo and was, by his

: Again, Neuville leads from the front
: butretires with steering damage on

the superspecial. Jari-Matti Latvala

: takes Toyota's first win with the Yaris

: andmovesintothelead of the

: championship. Double podium for

: M-Sport strengthens an early advantage
- inthe makes'race, but Citroen is

* nowhere onthe snow.

1 Jari-Matti Latvala/Miikka Anttila (Toyota
: Yaris WRC) 2h36m03.6s; 2 Ott Tanak/

: Martin Jarveoja (Ford Fiesta WRC)

i +29.2s,3 Sebastien Ogier/Julien
: Ingrassia (Ford Fiesta WRC) +59.5s.

own admission, fortunate tomake it
out. Butmakeitouthedid. Hemight
have dropped from second to eighth,
buthe wasstillinit. And, as his
confidence with the new car grew, he
was back to second by the end of the
day. With one stage remainingon
Saturday, he was 51 seconds behind
Neuville. He was content. A podium
would do on his debut.

Neuvillehitabridge in Breziers,
Ogier didn’t. Neuvilleretired.

Ogier won.

Round two, Sweden and Ogier’s
strugglingtofind aset-uphe’s
comfortable with in the snow, but
he’sthere or thereabouts and ends
the weekend on the podium’s bottom
step. Neuvilleisferociously fastand
lookingtowards another biglead on
Saturday night.

Neuvillehitabarrierinthe

Round 3
: Rally Mexico
! MARCH 10-12

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Karlstad superspecial, Ogier didn’t.
Neuville retired. Ogier was third.
When Neuville got on the plane to
head east for round three in Mexico,
heshould have been at the head of
thetable. Instead he was already 36
points behind Ogier. At that point,
the defending champion knew two
things, he knew Neuville was very,
very fast. Buthe also knew he’d laid
the best foundations possible for
himself. Eclipsing his 2013 PB of nine
wins wasn’t going to happen, what
was needed was consistency; keep
the points coming, keep hisnosein
front and keep the pressure on his
rivals. That’s whathe did. On the
podium on six of the firsteight
rounds, he still took good pointsin
Argentina and Sardinia where he
was fourth and fifth respectively.
Continued on page 33

: Kris Meeke leads as soon as the

: event hits the dirt, controlling the rally
beautifully until going off the road and
: intoacar park near the end of the last

: stage. He survives. Just. Ogier retakes
¢ the championship lead with a third

: consecutive podium and Neuville

: scores hisfirst top three.

: 1 Kris Meeke/Paul Nagle (Citroen C3
: WRC) 3h22m04.6s; 2 Sebastien

: Ogier/Julien Ingrassia (Ford Fiesta

: WRC) +13.8s;3 Thierry Neuville/

i Nicolas Gilsoul (Hyundai i20 Coupe

! WRC) +59.7s.
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Neuville had pace,
but not the results

Tanak took two S
rally victories |

Continued from page 31

By the time the championship
arrived in Finland Ogier was,
however, moving more onto the
back foot. He suffered a sizeable
shuntin testingand was facingarival
in Neuville who was absolutely
flying. Thei20 Coupe WRChit the
podiumin Mexico, then won in
Corsicaand Argentina. Second, third
and firstin Portugal, Sardiniaand
Poland left Neuvillejust 11 points
down on Ogierin Jyvaskyla.

Andthen, incredibly, the Gap
superstar crashed for the second
time inasmany weeks. And this
timeithurt. Sidewaysintoatreein
Jukojarvi, the pair were hospitalised
with co-driver Julien Ingrassia being
told he wouldn’tbe allowed torestart
after suffering concussion.

Following that fourth stage, Neuville
was ninth, but only 19s off the front.

Undoubtedly, the top twointhe

ROUND BY ROUNL

Round 4
Tour of Corsica
APRIL 7-9

Meeke leads from the
start, but his hopes of
back-to-back wins are
blown when the C3's
engine lets go on SS7. Neuville moves into
the lead and stays there until the finish, but
it's Ogier who extends his advantage with
second place despite hydraulic problems
aboard the M-Sport Fiesta.

1 Thierry Neuville/Nicolas Gilsoul (Hyundai *
i20 Coupe WRC) 3h22m53.4s; 2
Sebastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia (Ford
Fiesta WRC) +54.7s; 3 Dani Sordo/Marc
Marti (Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC) + 56.0s.

: Round5
: Rally Argentina

: APRIL 28-30

: Heartbreak for Elfyn Evans who

¢ misses out on his first WRC win by
seven-tenths of asecond as Neuville

: becomes the first driver to win two

: roundsinthe 2017 season. Meeke

: retires after two big crashes. Tanak

: keeps M-Sport's podium going, but it's
- anothertricky event for Ogier in fourth.
: 1 Thierry Neuville/Nicolas Gilsoul
(Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC)

: 8h38m10.6s; 2 Elfyn Evans/Dan

: Barritt (Ford Fiesta WRC) +0.7s; 3

: Ott Tanak/Martin Jarveoja (Ford Fiesta
¢ WRC) +29.9s.

championship went to their
respective rooms that Friday night
doingthe sums. If Thierry found

the speed to turn this into the perfect
score, he would turn onto the season’s
home straight 19 points clear of
Ogier. Nobody in the current
generation of the sporthad
overturned thatkind of gap with
fourralliesremaining.

Neuville held the championshipin
the palmof hishand in Jyvaskyla.
What could hedo?

There wasnothing Ogier could do.
Thefrustration was writlarge across
hisface. He’d stepped aside and left
his goal undefended.

The only weapon that remained in
Ogier’sarsenal in Finland was the
psychological one. Heused it. Inthe
absence of the #1 Fiesta, Neuville
ranfirstontheroadon Friday
afternoon. Ogier saw his opportunity.

“Now he (Neuville) realises what is

Wilson was on top of the world

firstontheroad,” said Ogier. “There
arenot somany people who have seen
that. Since years I have done this job,
and peoplelike him, who have never
done [it] often say: ‘Ah, it’snot so
much, Ogier’scomplaining too
much’. Butnow I see what he does
whenit’stough andit’snothing
really impressive.”

Didit work?It’simpossible to say.
Butsomethingunsettled Neuville.
He wasawful on the season’s fastest
rally. Inthe end he managed sixth
and 11 points,leavinghim and his
rivaldeadlevel.

“Now they
know what it
is to run first”
Sebastien Ogier

! Round 6
! RallyPortugal

: MAY 19-21

: M-Sport gives Ogier a brand new Fiesta

¢ and he wins with it, looking much more like
his old self. Neuville is second, but furious

: atbeing held up by Latvala who rolled then
i drives “slower than my grandmother”

. according to the Belgian. Popular podium

¢ for Sordo with Tanak fourth adding to
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—.4: Meeke had a
P torrid season

Neuville tried to spin it. “We were
clever,” hereckoned at the Finnish
finish. Nobody was buying that.

And that was as close as Neuville
would get. Cutting a Panzerplatte
left-hander deeper than anybody
else cut the left-rear wheel from the
Hyundai. Retirement. Disaster.
Even bigger disaster when he failed
to pick up a single point after
returning for Sunday’s powerstage.

Advantage Seb. Seventeen points
clear, three to go. Spain. Ogier
second on therally, third on the
powerstage. Neuville no-scores.
Rattled by hydraulic problems he
pushed afraction too hardin Santa
Marina on the final day. Too hot
through aleft-hander, heran wide
and dropped into the gutter on the
followingright, gettingback on the
road cost him the right-front. He
ended the stagein a cloud of
Michelin smoke. Mathematically,

i : M-Sport's manufacturers’ series lead.

: 1 Sebastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia (Ford

: Fiesta WRC) 8h42m55.7s; 2 Thierry

: Neuville/Nicolas Gilsoul (Hyundai i20

: Coupe WRC) +15.6s; 3 Dani Sordo/Marc
¢ Marti (Hyundai 20 Coupe WRC)

{ +1m01.7s.

anything was still possible. But
when he stepped from the Hyundai,
heknew he’djust seen his 2017 title
shotgoupin smoke.

Question two? Neuville tried too
hard this year. Take the Monte
incident as a standalone example.
He was comfortably ahead when
they went into Breziers. But, that
was the first stage that would be
almost completely dry asphalt.
Neuville knew, everybody knew,
that would be the first stretch of
road to offer areal insight into
who’d got what for the rest of the
season. It was an almost level
playingfield. And Neuvilledidn’t
just want to beat Ogier, he wanted
to trounce him. He could probably
argue that he wasreally unlucky,
running off the road by aninch or
two and whackinga concrete
parapet. Buthedidn’tneed to be

pushingsohard. .
Continuedonpage 34
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Continuedfrom page 33
What’s undoubtedly annoying for the
topdriversistosee Ogier’s car off the
road and at some fairly strange angles,
yethealways gets away withit. But

for Ogier, the risk seems somehow
calculated; youjust get thefeeling
thathe’sgotalittle bit of margin. Yes,
that margin might bein the trees, but
thetrees will be small treesand the
sort of trees that won’t significantly
redefine the profile of his Fiesta. Apart
from that treein Jukojarvi. Which
certainly put M-Sport’s side-impact
safety work through its paces.

Thatthen,ishow thedrivers’title
was won and lost.

Cominginto this season on the back of
fourtitles, Ogier was always going to be
among the favouritestoretainit. But
hisnew team, M-Sport, wasnotatthe
top of thelistasthe mostlikely to pick
up where Volkswagen had left off.

Afterayear away from the coalface,
Citroen was expected to come back
and pick up the kind of dominance
ithad enjoyed through the 2000s.

And then there was Hyundai, which
had been on the brink of amajor
breakthrough-and thei20 Coupe
WRC was the car which carried over
themost parts from 2016.

Andthen there was Toyota. And,
after such an apparently stormy time
preparingthe Yaris WRC (that’s the
Finnish Yaris, rather than the aborted
German version), nobody genuinely
knew what to expect from the world’s
biggest car maker.

ButM-Sport for the manufacturers?
No. Not even Malcolm Wilson believed
that. Yes, he’d got Ogier, but the champ
was backed up by a brace of youngsters
notlongoff the naughty stepin Ott
Tanak and Elfyn Evans. Hyundai,
however, had three world rally winners.
And when everybody saw that early
Neuville speed, there were fears of a
walk over once Hayden Paddon gotinto
gear and the Korean’sown WRC points
machine Dani Sordo got going. Except
thelatter two didn’treally happen.

InHyundaiteam manager Alain
Penasse’s own words: “We were
missingasecond Thierry.”

Paddon suffered the season from
hell. Involvedin afatalaccident with
the spectator on the opener, he
understandably struggled through
the early part of the year. A planned
co-driver change was brought forward
with Seb Marshall steppingin totake

Hanninen’s Raly GB nightmare

over from John Kennard after
Argentina. Twelve months on from
celebrating hisfirst WRC winin South
America, Paddon cutalonely figure
ashe waited todrive his Hyundai over
therampinsixth place.

It would be unfair, however, tolay
the blame for thelack of a crown solely
atthedrivers’doors. Thei20 was the
fastest of the2017 cars, butalsothe
most fragile with the wheels coming
off thisone-quiteliterally —quicker
thantheothers. Add tothat
powersteering problems and more
than the odd engineissueand there’s
anotherload of points gone south.

Hyundai’s speed made up for some
of the disappointment and always
allowed for optimism. Early doors at
Citroen and itlooked like anightmare.
Thefirst two rounds were nothing
shortof adisasterforthe C3WRC,
whichlookedill-at-easeinthe Alps
(whereit was beaten by Craig Breen
and an older 2016-spec DS 3model). By
Sweden, Kris Meeke’s onboards gavea
graphic demonstration of acar witha
mind of itsown.

Early radar work showed the team’s
touring car turbocharging experience
had paid dividends under the bonnet,
but when itcametothe corners,alack
of suspension and transmission
development was hurtingit badly.

Butthen came Mexicoand an
unexpected Meeke win. The Northern
Irishman made good use of a cleaner
road on day one, butin allhonesty,
nobody could touch him on the high-
altitude stagesaround Leon. But that
suspensionissue was never far from
anybody’s mind —especially not when
the car was pitched out of therutsand
intoacar park on thefinal stage.

Itwasmore of the samein Corsica.
On the consistent, abrasive French
island roads, the C3 absolutely flew
and was only halted by an oil-related
engine problem. Atthat pointinthe
season, Meeke was seventh in the
championship and 61 points down
on Ogier. The game was up. Instead
of acceptingitand driving for
development, Kris tried toforce
himself back intothe game. What
followed was exceptional speed which
left Meekefirst or second in the early
stages of thenext threerallies. But
ultimately Argentina, Portugaland
Italy were the undoing of his season.
Despite the speed, broken bits, bent
panelsandno points were the only
return. Astonishingly, Meeke was
dropped for the following round
inPoland.

Threerallies earlier, he’d been on
the crest of awave. Andnow Andreas
Mikkelsen would take his carto
Mikolajki. Sittingat home watching
Mikkelsen and Breen slip-sliding their
way through the mud, it must have
been impossible for Meeke not
tohave a wry smile. Ininconsistent
conditions, the C3 wasall over the

ROUND BY ROUND

Round 7

Rally Italy
JUNES8-11

Paddon leads early on,
but labels himself a
“d**khead” when he

damages a driveshaft after hitting a bank
in Coiluna. Tanak takes over and guides
his Fiesta home for a maiden WRC win.
Latvala is curiously subdued in second,

the Finn's happy to take points aftera
tough run.

1 Ott Tanak/Martin Jarveoja (Ford Fiesta
WRC) 3h25m15.1s; 2 Jari-Matti Latvala/
Miikka Anttila (Toyota Yaris WRC) +12.3s;

3 Thierry Neuville/Nicolas Gilsoul

(Hyundai 20 Coupe WRC) +1m07.7s.

Round 8
Rally Poland

: JUNE 30-JULY 2
: Neuville and Tanak go into the final day

three seconds apart. The Estonian moves
into the lead, then crashes on the next test
leaving the Hyundai manto clincha

: third season win and close the gap on

: Ogier at the top of the championship table.

: Paddon finally gets a break with second

- place afterasolid, pacey drive to turn his

: season around.

: 1 Thierry Neuville/Nicolas Gilsoul (Hyundai
: 20 Coupe WRC) 2h40m46.1s; 2 Hayden

Paddon/Seb Marshall (Hyundaii20 Coupe
WRC) +1m23.9s; 3 Sebastien Ogier/Julien
Ingrassia (Ford Fiesta WRC) +2m20.8s.

: Round9

: RallyFinland
: JULY 28-30

: Ogiercrashesheavily &
: inpre-eventtest, then

even heavier in the rally itself. Fortunately
: forhim, Neuville can'tfind the speed to

: make the most of the championship

: leader's absence and finishes sixth—the
: pairare now tied on points. Esapekka

: Lappiwins his first WRC event on only

: hisfourth startina World Rally Car.

: 1 Esapekka Lappi/Janne Ferm (Toyota

: Yaris WRC)2h29m26.9s; 2 Elfyn

: Evans/Dan Barritt (Ford Fiesta WRC)

: +36.0s; 3 Juho Hanninen/Kaj

* Lindstrom (Toyota Yaris WRC) +36.3s.

 World Rally Championship, 2017
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POS | DRIVER |cAR [1 |2 3 |4 |5 |6 |z [8 [9 [10 [11 [12 [13 |TOTAL
1 Sebastien Ogier (FRA) | Ford Fiesta WRC 1 (3 |2 |12 |4 (1 |5 I3 |[R |3 |2 (3 |4 [232
2 Thierry Neuville (BEL) | Hyundaii20 WRC 15]13 |83 |1 |1 |2 |3 |1 [6 |44 |R |2 |1 208
3 Ott Tanak (EST) Ford Fiesta WRC 3 |12 |4 1113 |4 |1 |[R |7 [1 [3 |6 |2 191
4 Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC 2 |1 6 |4 [5 |19 |2 |2021 |7 |[IR |5 |[R [136
- | 5 Elfyn Evans (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC 6 [6 |9 [21]2 |6 [R 8 |2 |6 |7 |1 |5 [128
6 Dani Sordo (SPA) Hyundaii20 WRC 4 |4 [8 |8 [8 |83 [12 |4 |9 [34 |15 |10 |[NE [95
7 Kris Meeke (GBR) Citroen C3WRC R [12 |11 R |IR |18 /R INE|8 |[R |1 |7 |7 |77
8 Hayden Padden(NZL) | Hyundaii20 WRC W7 |5 6 |6 IR IR |2 [R |8 INE|8 [3 |74
9 Juho Hanninen (FIN) | Toyota Yaris WRC 16 /23 |7 IR |7 |7 |6 (10|83 [4 |4 |[R [NE |71
10 | CraigBreen (IRL) Citroen DS 3/C3WRC 5 |5 INEI5 |[R |5 |25 11 |5 [5 [NE|15 |R |64
11 | Esapekka Lappi(FIN) | Toyota Yaris WRC NE|NE INE|NE[NE |10 14 IR |1 |21 /IR [9 |6 |62
12 | Andreas Mikkelsen Skoda Fabia R5/Citroen C3
(NOR) WRC/Hyundaii20WRC |7 [NE INE|7 INE|R |8 |9 INE|2 |18 |4 |13 |54
13 | Stephane Lefebvre (FRA) | Citroen DS 3/C3 WRC 9 |8 |15 50 [NE|13 INE|5 |[NE [NE|6 |NE|R |30
14 | TeemuSuninen (FIN) | Ford FiestaR5 NE[10 |NE[8 [NE|12 INE|6 |4 |16 |8 |31 |NE |29
15 | Mads Ostberg(NOR) | Ford Fiesta WRC NE|15 [NEINE|9 |8 |7 |7 |10 |W |5 |38 |NE |29

Evans broke his duck
with a Rally GB triumph

place. Mikkelsen said little, Breen
was “petrified”.

Finland was more of the same. Back
inthesaddle, Meeke was never going to
have thefaith toflingthe thingbetween
thetreesintop gearinthe way hehadto
win thisrally 122monthsearlier. And
justwhen things couldn’treally get any
worse, KM crashed on the superspecial
in Germany. The dream had officially
becomeanightmare.

Instead of turningin on themselves,
Meekeand Citroen got together and
worked. And worked. Crucially, Ohlins
had taken over the suspension and the
car was coming. Meeke won in Spain
and wasattheracesin Britainand
Australiatobring him towardsthe
end of the tunnel. The bigquestion for
nextseasonisthe oneaboutthelight
ahead of the C3...

There must have been momentslast
season when Meekerued the day heleft

16 Jan Kopecky (CZE) (Skoda Fabia R5) 7; 17 Pontus Tidemand (SWE) (Fabia R5) 4; 18 Nathan Quinn (AUS) (Mitsubishi Lancer E9) 4; 19 Eric Camilli (FRA) (Ford Fiesta R5) 3; 20
Jourdan Serderidis (GRE) (Citroen DS 3 WRC) 2; 21Stephane Sarrazin (FRA) (Fabia R5) 2; 22 Armin Kremer (GER) (Fabia R5) 2; 23 Ole Christian Veiby (DEN) (Fabia R5) 1; 24 Yohan
Rossel (FRA) (Citroen DS 3 R5) 1; 25 Kalle Rovanpera (FIN) (Ford Fiesta R5) 1; 26 Bryan Bouffier (FRA) (Ford Fiesta R5) 1. World Rally Championship for

co-drivers: 1 Julien Ingrassia (FRA) 232; 2 Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL) 208; 3 Martin Jarveoja (EST) 191; 4 Miikka Anttila (FIN) 136; 5 Daniel Barritt (GBR) 128; 6 Marc Marti (SPA) 95; 7
Paul Nagle (IRL) 77; 8 Kaj Lindstrom (FIN) 71; 9 Scott Martin (GBR) 64; 10 Janne Ferm (FIN) 62. World Rally Championship for Manufacturers: 1 M-Sport World Rally Team
428; 2 Hyundai Motorsport 345; 3 Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT 251; 4 Citroen Total Abu Dhabi WRT 218. R = retired; NE = not entered; W = withdrawn

Tommi Makinen’s piece of paper
unsigned following their latest meeting
inHelsinkiin 2015. But whoin their
right mind at that point would have
taken a wayward and apparently
unstable Toyota effort over a tooled-up
and apparently ready red army?

Nobody.

Volkswagen’sdeparture at theend
of 2016 dropped Ogier, Mikkelsen and
Jari-Matti Latvala onto the market at
thelastminute. The big surprise was
that Citroen didn’t make room for Ogier
—thelack of budget would become clear
asthe French firm’s season unfolded —
sowhen he signed for M-Sport, thatleft
aToyota free. Right up until the last
minute, that seat had Mikkelsen’s
nameonit. And finally, it was
Latvala’s,completingan all-Finnish
line-up (alongside Juho Hanninen
and Esapekka Lappi) for the
Puuppola-based teamled by a

four-time champion flying Finn.
Latvala had just over a couple of
weeks before the Yaris would be
homologated. He spied his chance.
He’d gonehome abrokenman,
demoralised and confused by his time
chasing Ogier at VW, butnow hehad
anopportunity tomakehisteam. He
gothishead down and worked. There
wasachance. A Monte podium was
fortuitous, but the Sweden win was
absolutely deserved —andrarely has
there been amore popular success.
And Latvaladeserved more from the
year. He drove superbly, only to belet
down by the car. Seeing him beating
the steering wheel after an electrical
problem robbed him of thelead athome
was tough, but ultimately inspiring to
seethefight that thisnew opportunity
had brought out of J-ML. With Tanak
and Lappi alongside him next season,
Toyotahasareal opportunity to deliver

: AUGUST 18-20

: Andreas Mikkelsen stars on his second

: outing with Citroen (having first stepped
into Meeke'’s C3 in Poland). He leads, but
: ultimately has to give best to Tanak, who
: takes his first asphalt win in the WRC.

: Championship moves backin Ogier's

: favour with third place and retirement

: for Neuville after he breaks a wheel.

: 1 Ott Tanak/Martin Jarveoja (Ford Fiesta
: WRC)2h57m31.7s; 2 Andreas

: Mikkelsen/Anders Jaeger (Citroen C3

: WRC) +16.4s; 3 Sebastien Ogier/

¢ Julien Ingrassia (Ford Fiesta WRC)

i +30.4s

Round 10
Rally Germany
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Lappi stunned with /
his maiden victory

nextyear. If the car’sright, the
bigquestion will be about team
managementand guiding three
forceful individualsin the direction of
the collected glory.

Arguably the most exciting thing
about thisyearistheseasonit’ssetup
in 2018.1t’s going to be even better.
With Mikkelsen joining Hyundaiand
immediately showing searing pace,
it'llbefascinatingto see how Neuville
manages apower-sharingagreement.
Thetwo are famously best mates;
howlongwill thatlast? And then
there’sthe undercurrent of disquiet
from Paddon and Sordo who have
beenforced toshare amotor tomake
room for the Norwegian.

Hyundai’s subplotis goingtobe
almostasexcitingtowatch asthe
season itself.

Asdiscussed, Toyota’s strong, but
the darker horses will be M-Sportand

Round 11

Rally Spain

OCTOBER 6-8

Meeke bounces back froma
nightmare first-stage retirement in
Germany with a win in Spain. The
Citroen man played himselfinto
contention with a sensible opening

aweekend of asphalt. Ogier and
M-Sport on the brink of the title after
second (and third for Tanak).

1 Kris Meeke/Paul Nagle (Citroen C3
WRC)3h01m21.1s; 2 Sebastien
Ogier/Julien Ingrassia (Ford Fiesta
WRC) +28.0s; 3 Ott Tanak/Martin
Jarveoja (Ford Fiesta WRC) +33.0s.

Citroen—themakes’raceislikely to
demand threefront-line drivers next
season. Ogier startsthe year asjoint-
favourite for thetitleand if Evanscan
continue the sort of consistency of
pace and improvement he’s shown
through 2017, there’snoreason why
he shouldn’tberight there with him.
The Welshman’s been brilliant this
year, and his home win should be the
springboard to even bigger and
brighter things. Whoever gets that
third Fiesta will have plenty of
pressure to bring points. Citroen’s
positionisastrange one. Meeke and
Breen have potential for pace and
points, but their third team-mate
could range from the non-existent to
the nine-time world champion thatis
Sebastien Loeb. A Citroen titlein 2018
would be some achievement. Then
again, we said the same about M-Sport
thistimelastyear. ®

Paddon had a year from
hell with the Hyundai

Latvala won for
Toyota in Sweden

: Round 12

: Wales Rally GB

: OCTOBER 27-29

: M-Sportwins the

: manufacturers’

championship, third is

: enough for the drivers'title

: for Ogierand —mostimportantly for the

: partisan home supporters — Evans becomes
: thefirst Britto win athome in 17 years and

- the third M-Sport driver to winin a Fiesta

: thisseason.

: 1 Elfyn Evans/Dan Barritt (Ford Fiesta

: WRC) 2h57m00.6s; 2 Thierry Neuville/

: Nicolas Gilsoul (Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC)

+37.3s; 3 Sebastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia

: (Ford Fiesta WRC) +45.2s.
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=
Breen was a serial i '_‘aﬁr'

Round 13

Rally Australia

NOVEMBER 17-19

Mikkelsen, now in his third event as a paid-
up Hyundai driver, leads in the hunt for

: back-to-back wins down under, but his

: rallyis ruined by a double puncture on

: Saturday morning. That leaves Neuville in
: theclearto dominate the rest of the final

: round. Tanak takes an emotional podium
- on hisfinal M-Sport event.

1 Thierry Neuville/Nicolas Gilsoul

: (Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC)

: 2h35m44.8s; 2 Ott Tanak/Martin

: Jarveoja (Ford Fiesta WRC) +22.5s; 3

. Hayden Paddon/Seb Marshall (Hyundai
: i20 Coupe WRC) +59.1s

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com
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SEBASTIEN OGIER

Tops my list once again after an incredible debut year with the M-Sport World Rally Team. We saw a different side to consistency and his ability to keep a level head delivered two wins and

the champ this year. A more intelligent, patient, thoughtful, considered and mature approach delivered championship ultimately a big-money move to Toyota. It's easy to forget that his season
number five to the mercurial Frenchman. Gone was the anger and frustration that drove him ruthlessly on during his started offin aless than perfect way with alast-minute change of co-driver.
VW years, replaced by a statesman-like bearing that cements his standing as one of the all-time greats of the WRC. That would have been enough to unsettle many drivers, but Tanak and
Standout performance was the win in Monte Carlo. New car, new team, new approach, offin SS3, then masterful the new man alongside him Martin Jarveoja rapidly formed a formidable
drive to victory.

SWIRC _TOP 10 DRI
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The surprise choice for some as lead driver for the
Toyotateam ended up having the best season of
his life. No one expected much from Latvala, or
the car, butasolid startin Monte and thena
glorious win in Sweden lifted expectations.
Latvala has under-delivered in his career to date.
More outright speed and bravery than perhaps
any other driver in history, but a propensity for
catastrophic brain fade had many asking
questions about his ability to challenge for titles.
Mostimproved driver of the year for me, one
mistake in the final event his only mad moment all
* season. He'llbe achallenger for surein 2018.

Benefited enormously from being Ogier's wingman this year. His

| partnership that will deliver many more wins in the coming seasons. o
» 0

m

Thefastest driverin 2017 without a shadow of a
doubt, but down in fourth place because of alack
of consistency. It was certainly a spectacular, win-
at-all-costs approach from the Belgian, but you
have to question if it's a championship-winning
approach. Fabulously entertaining to watch in the
stages, but ultimately he under-delivered for the
team. Thierry might well require a different
approach for 2018, but like Colin McRae before
him, will find it difficult to curb his all-or-nothing
mentality. A champion in waiting? | think so, but
alldepends on what he's learned from 2017.

What a difference ayear makes. Twelve months ago he was accepting
his British Rally Championship winning trophy with the words: “Well,
everyone knows | didn't really want to be here.” Well, if we didn’t know
where he wanted to be then, we most certainly do now. A breakthrough
season for the likeable young Welshman that established him as one of
the WRC elite. Anagonising second place in Argentina might well have
been the story of his season, but all that changed with a dominant win in
extremely testing conditions on Rally GB. Has shown speed, consistency,
maturity and determination in bucketloads this year and will benefit
massively from being numbertwo to Ogier at M-Sport next year. Could
we be celebrating a British WRC championin 2018? Maybe ayear
too early, but don't discount anything with the ever-improving Evans.

So much was expected of both Meeke and Citroen
this year and ultimately, you might argue, they both
under-delivered. Buthow can you blame a driver
when the car he was given was such a catastrophic
dog? Pre-season championship favourite with
many bookies, yet benched halfway through the
season. Arollercoaster of ayearthat hit some
memorable highs and plunged to some stomach-
churning lows. Meeke has shown he has the

speed and ability to win any rally. But for him to be
achallengerin 2018 he needs to know he has the
car beneath him and the team at his back.

Have we ever witnessed such a whirlwind of adebutin WRC machinery?
The pace was there in Portugal, the stage wins came in Sardiniaand then an
incredible drive to his maiden win in Finland. We've been waiting patiently
fortoo many years to see Lappiin the top flight and he didn’t disappoint —
well, not in the first half of the season anyway. He struggled to get to grips
with rallies he didn’t know towards the end of his season but has shown
emphatically that he can handle the speed and performance of the new Wr.
generation World Rally Cars. A cautionary note though: Lappiclearly tried " g’:-ﬁf:
to adjust his approach for the last couple of events and was a shadow of the

driver we know and expect to see. He needs to learn from his mistakes, but

I'd hate to see the edge that makes him so unpredictable and exciting ‘
beaten out of him.

8 GRAIG BREEN

Ifthis was atop 10 of likeable drivers then
Breen would be my emphatic number one
choice. I've rarely met an individual inany
walk of life who shows as much emotion as
Craig. Some might not like it, but I love it.
His reaction at the stop line of the Sherwood
stage in Australia was incredible. Tears,
not of disappointment or frustration, but of
joy. Elation at that sensation of being at one
with the car, and a near-perfect stage.
Kept his cool when the team was self-
destructing around him and delivered
results that seem to have guaranteed a fulll
seasonin 2018. Steady improvement has
been the hallmark of Breen's career to date
and he hasn't stopped improving. How far
he can go will only be determined by the
opportunity he's given.

TommiMakinen showed
admirable loyalty to his number
one test driver by rewarding him
with hisfirst full seasonin the
WRC. And, after three events,
Juho looked hopelessly lost and
maybe not up to the task. Buthe
persevered and showed thatin
rallying, experience and maturity
count for perhaps more thanin
any other form of motorsport.
Stuckto his task, ignored the
doubters and delivered some very
solid and creditable results as

the year progressed. You can't
underestimate the value of Juho's
contribution to the debutyear
success enjoyed by Toyota.

Injust about any other season in recent WRC
history, Mikkelsen would have struggled

to re-establish himself among the upper-
echelons of the WRC elite. Bewilderingly
overlooked by Toyota forthe 2017 season,
Andreas seemed destined to be a bit-part
player in his supporting role as WRC2
superstar. It's fair to say had other drivers, most
notably Meeke, Paddon and Sordo, not under-
delivered, then Mikkelsen would most probably
have still been playing that role. But it's many
years since we had a season of musical chairs
like this one and Mikkelsen was always the

dark shadow stalking those not making their
mark. After slightly questionable outings with
Citroen, the Handsome One came good. Has '
shown enough to be considered areal threat to [
Neuville's number one status at Hyundai.
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REVIEW: WRC SUPPORTS

P

KODA

ontus Tidemand
took a deserved
WRC2title this
season, with the
Skoda-driving Swede
winningthe first four
rounds he started.
Thefirsthalf of the year of competition
in the world championship’s second tier
was skewed slightly by victoriesin Monte
Carloand Corsicafor Andreas Mikkelsen.
When the Norwegian was entered for
Portugal as well, a full WRC2 assault
looked tobe a genuine possibility.
Ultimately, however, Mikkelsen rolled in
Portugal before movingback uptothe
premierleague with Citroen, and then
joiningthe Hyundai team.
Comingintothis season off the back
of amiddling WRC2 campaignin 2016,
Tidemand was under more pressure as
Skoda’slead driver (apartfrom when
Mikkelsen was in town) following
Esapekka Lappi’s departure for Toyota.
And thelikeable 26-year-old delivered.
Much was made ahead of the season
about the potential fight with M-Sport
men Teemu Suninen and Eric Camilli, but
that battle neverreally materialised.
Tidemand looked in complete control

Solans was the winner in ]u.mor WRC

throughout. There were stand-out drives
from Ole Christian Veiby, Jari Huttunen
and Kalle Rovanperato take their maiden
WRC2winsin Poland, Finland and
Australiarespectively.

The Junior WRC was ahugely one-
sided affair with Spaniard Nil Solans
dominating the series and winning four of
thesixrounds. The writing was on the
wall for Solans’ success when hetook an
early season hat-trick in Corsica, Sardinia
and Poland. The 25-year-old went on to
collectall seven WRC2 Ford FiestaR5
drives on offer as part of the DMACK-
backed JWRC award.

Frenchman Nicolas Ciamin was Solans’
closest challenger and he took the spoilsin
Finland when pre-event favourites Solans
and Denis Radstromrolled. While he
might have crashed, Jyvaskyla wasthe
sceneof Solans’ finesthour of the season.
Having dropped down the order, he
needed to getback to second place to win
the second pair of 2018 R5drives. He did it
with an inspired effort through the final
loop of stages.

Terry Folb was third in JWRC, with
Julius Tannerttakingahome winin
Germany on his way to fourth.
Disappointingly for the series organisers

O EARD

1 Tidemand withstood
! the pressure in WRC2

those were the only four crews who
completed all six eventsin the all-Ford
Fiesta R2T series.

It’s all change for 2018, with Pirelli
returning toreplace DMACK asthe tyre
supplier and the series drops back toa
more cost-effective five-round format.

Solans also celebrated WRC3 success.
Raphael Astier won the same number of
rounds (three) as Solans, but a
retirement in Portugal hurt the Peugeot
driver’stitle aspirations.

Sportscar racer Romain Dumas
took back-to-back titlesin the FIA’s
R-GT Cup, winning four from five
rounds in the championship, which is
split between the WRC, ERC and Tour
European Rally series. Greek driver
Jourdan Serderidis clinched the
inaugural WRC Trophy. Unfortunately
this wasn’t the classic season of
competition the FIA had hoped for the
private drivers of 2016 and older World
Rally Cars and probably the most
memorable moment of the season
would come in Spain when Skoda
driver Jan Kopecky made up a three-
minute gap to catch Serderidis’ DS 3 on
thefirst run through Terra Alta.

David Evans

1- =
1

Romain Dumas took back-to-back t1t1es inthe R-GT Cup inhis g'rowhng Porsche

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

OLIN
LARIF

“The grip of the
cars took the WRC =
to a new level”

his year’s World Rally
Championship was the most
hyped in history. Of course it
was. The comparisons with
Group B were everywhere,
butthe runinto 1983 and

the sport’s supercar era was nothing like

our arrival at the start of 2017.

Every week there was another story in MN,
every day another YouTube film and every minute
another tweet adding to the excitement of what
was about to be the fastest season of rallying ever.
Having created these monsters, the FIA began
tofret on the eve of Monte Carlo. What if they'd
made them too fast? A directive was sent out
among the powers-that-be: no more talk of
Group B comparisons.

It wasn't necessarily the power that worried folk,
it was the downforce and potential corner speed.

The drivers too were taken by surprise.
Sebastien Ogier: “l remember the first stage of
the season, it was by night in Monte Carlo. While
we hadn't done alot of testing with the Fiesta, we
had done alot with the previous [Volkswagen] car
and we had experience of testing this generation
of car. But | have the feeling we don't realise the
speed because in the test you know the road
by heartandit’s kind of easier.

“But then we came to Monte Carlo in the night
and aftertwo splits there’s a very fast section. This
is the first time | said to Julien [Ingrassia, co-driver],
‘now | understand the speed we have...”

Hayden Paddon’s accident on that opening
eventimmediately drew the worst kind of
comparisons with Group B's darker side, but that
tragedy had nothing to do with the car being
driven and everything to do with physics and one
particular fan's decision on where to watch.

The contentious inclusion of chicanes to slow
the cars down made it hard to create a global
picture of how much quickerthe 2017 cars were.
You didn't need a stopwatch. You justneeded a
place atthe side of the road. Preferably a fast road
with abit ofabendinit. Year-on-year, you rarely
notice the cars getting quicker. This time it was
impossible not to notice. It wasn't just the speed,
it was the stability. In one rip-snortingly quick right-
hander through Pihlajakoskiin Finland, these
things looked like overgrown, overboosted
Scalextric cars. Not since | stood at Becketts
post-1991 facelift have | been left truly slack-
jawed at what a car can actually achieve.

And the best thing about these cars is the
emotion being generated on the inside as well as
the outside. Pre-201 7, the drivers were masters
of their machine and rarely did you see Ogier
getting overly excited about what he'd seen from
behind the wheel. Not this time. | know Craig
Breen's an emotional sort —and we love him for
that — but when did you ever see arally car reduce
aman to the good sort of tears? We did this year.

The good times are back in the World Rally
Championship. And they're back just in time to
geteven better.
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1
Scalextric will brighten many a household this Christmas. Rob Ladbrook went to see how the magic is made

Scalextric is leading
slot car racing brand

b
Livery editing takes precision

e’veall been
there. That
gut-wrenching
moment when
you know
you’'ve
overcooked it.
Just that bittoo quickinto Turn1.
Therotationkicksinattherear
and you’re helpless.

Everything goes slow motion and
before youknowit... total chaos. You're
cartwheeling through theair,
eventually comingtorest on your roof.
Underneath the sofa.

They may be small and labelled as
‘just toys’ by many, but Scalextric cars
arepieces of automotiveart, whichis
why they’re collected by millions of all
ages. Head to any toy shop this
Christmas and you’ll be assaulted with
rows of vibrantly coloured car options.

Fancya1/32scale Jim Clark complete
with his Lotus 49? Pick him up. Or a bit
of touring car door bashing? There’s
onesforthat. How about beinga McRae
foraday? Sure, why not?

Scalextric canmake ithappenand at
onepointoranother we’veall feltan
affinity tothoselittle plastic cars, which
makes that almostinevitable sofa shunt
allthe more emotionally damaging.
Therealism andresemblancetothe
carsweloveisakey partof that.
Butjusthow does the British

Many designs are hand-drawn

[ company get the carstolook, and feel,

solifelike on track?It’s alonger process
than youmight think.

“We’re always workingabout 18
monthsahead of ourselves,” says
Scalextric’s product development
manager Darren Nye. “The biggest
challenge we haveis that we cater fora
variety of different customer types, all
atone time. We have the collectors, who
demand serious precision and only go
forthelimited edition and rare
products and don’t usually even take
them out of the box. Then we have the
hobbyists wholove therealism we
bringtothe models, but still want to
race them. And then we have the ‘toy’
market, which usually just wants to
crashthem!”

That’sawiderange of intentions to
cater for. But, whatever the consumer,
realismisakey factor. At Scalextric’s
HQin Sandwich, Kent, a small team of
designersregularly pump out accurate
recreations of some of motorsport’s
mostfamousandiconiccars. From
Formula1l,totouringcarsand GT via
camper vans-therangeisstaggering.

“Typically werelease between 60-100
new products per year, sothat’saround
twonew cars per week, each year,” says
Nye. “We offer the widest variety of
carsof alltheslot car brands. And we're
alwayslooking at new modelstoadd to

| widentherange.

The 3D modelling is intricate

“Ourresearchers are always
monitoring the new models, teams,
drivers and the results they achieve.
You have to be bang on trend with your
choicestoo. For example if we know of
anew GT3car comingout, wehave to
time our commitment tomodellingit
perfectly. If we commit too early, the car
may be hugely unsuccessful inreal life
and nobody will want it. If we’re toolate
then everybody else will beat usto the
punch and it won’t sell as well. We need
tohitthecurveattherighttime.”

Obviously, Scalextric’s wide range
means thisisn’talways anissue. Classic
carslike the Jaguar E-type or historic
F1machinerydon’t change overnight,
neither will thefictional or kids’
designs. Butit’slikely the more
colourful modern cars—such asthe
touringcars, prototypesand GTs—will
catch your eye at some point, and those
aretheonesthatexistinafaster-
changingenvironment.

Scalextric’s production process takes
multiple steps, both in the actual design
and production, but alsoin working
with the manufacturers themselvesto
ensurethe correctlicensing
agreementsareadhered to.

Thefirststepistheactual design,
which surprisingly hastobe done
almost from scratch, regardless of
what data is available for the real-life

| version of the chosen car.

Designers draw car’s skin in 3D

“Once we’vedecided onanew model—
let’s say the Mercedes AMG GT3for
example-we’lllook at the feasibility of
what we want todo withit,” adds Nye.
“For example we’ve made multiple
variants of the BMW Z4 GT3 for thelast
five years, so we’ve got good use out of
thetooling sets and moulds we created
tomake that model.

“Oncewe’veagreed therightsdeals
with the manufacturer, they’d send us
their CAD [Computer Aided Design]
filesfor that car. They give a good
outline but for us they’re nomore than
aguideline. Those plans are for a full-
size car and incorporate every nutand
bolt. We have to strip them down to the
barelinesalmostand thenrecreate
every surfacefromscratchin-houseto
model the cartoscale.”

Oscar Thornton, one of thefirm’s
digital design team, adds: “When the
CADfilesarrive thefirstjobistoscaleit
down by 32 times and then simplify it.
Then weredraw askin overthe car’s
skeleton and stitch each surface
togetherlike adigital quilt. We apply a
second skin to set the body thickness so
wedon’t getthe plasticsinking.

“We alsomodel the carin exploded
form asthere can be up to 30 different
partsoneach car,and the majority are
bespoke to that car. We don’t use a spec
chassispartaseach carhasitsown
dimensions and design, so we have to

Py "

The finished product lands

recreate that. It takes six to eight weeks
permodel to produce afinal design.”

Oncethatfinal designis complete, the
plans getsent off to the factoryin China
where the moulds and tooling will be
created, and the model can begin
production. All of Scalextric’s slot
car products are made usinginjection
moulded plastic.

With the form of the car set, attention
switchestoarguably the most exciting
bit. Theliveries.

Scalextric goes furtherthan any
other brandin thisdepartment,
offeringmultiplelivery designs for
many of itsmodels.

“We study theliveries very closely,”
says Nye. “Welike to pick the ones that
arethemost eye-catchingand popular
with the fans, but those carsalsohave
tobe successful and we have toask
ourselves what story each car has
behind it. What’sthat car’sappeal?”

Thelatest trend for liveries comes
from theimmensely popular Anime
cartoon designs used largely in
Japanese Super GT, but which are
slowly leaking across to Europe too.

Often hugely intricate, these
representabigchallengetothe
graphicdesign team.

Tom Bills recently worked on the
reconstruction of the Hatsune Miku
Goodsmile RacingBMW Z4. He says:
“With most designs we have toredraw
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themdigitally by hand, whichisabigjob.
Sometimes we can get accesstothe
originallivery artwork from the
designers, but often those don’t tend to
scale down well. By redrawing them we
canusea vector software that meansthe
images aren’t formed by pixels so we can
scale them up or down withoutlosing
image quality.

“The Anime designs can take alot of
work. We have toredraw the characters
onthe carfrom multiple angles tomake
sure we get the perspectiveright, and
often the characters are accompanied by
complex shapes in the background too,
anditall hastobemodelled accurately.
The Goodsmile design took just over two
monthstogetright.”

Oncethedesignisset, it will be printed
and applied to each model using water
label decoration, which isa process of
applyinganintricate bodysticker by
hand, like a vinyl wrap. This method has
been used for thelast five years, replacing
the traditional Tampo Printing technique
—likened to applying paintlayer by layer,
like potato printing—-to enable Scalextric
toincorporate more and more detail into
itsdesigns.

Alayer of protectivelacqueristhen
applied tomost models, just toensure
your sofadoesn’t dotoomuch damage.

Scalextricalsotakesintoaccountthe
chances of those over-exuberant Turns
1,2,5,19—-accidents, and works tomake

sureitsmodelsare asrobust as possible.

“Because we work closely with the
manufacturersour handsaretiedin
some respects as many want their cars
modelled as accurately as possible, soif a
designisfragileinreallife thenit willbe
inthemodel too, but we dotakealot of
stepstomake our carstough,” says Nye.

“Weensurethingslikerear wings are
‘pop-on, pop-off” and not glued so they
can berefitted easily. We take carein the
design stagetoo tothicken the plasticin
any areas we think may be vulnerable.
Then we do things like model some parts,
such as wingmirrors, from PVC so they
haveabitof flex to them and can cushion
themain chassis. We make them as
durable as we can.

“By following the manufacturer’s
designsso closely we also dofind that
different cars have different
characteristics. Some are faster on
straights and some are better through
corners. They pick upreal speed and are
likely to be generating real downforce,
asthat’s what they were designed todoin
real life. Relatively speaking, when scaled
up these models would be travelling
somewhere over 500mph, so they’rereal
performance-based things.”

Of the current productrange, the
bulkier GT and touring cars appear the
mostnaturally durable, but modelslike
the classicand contemporary Formula 1
designs canbemuchlessso.F1carsare

Crashes do happen,
" so models are tough

onthe very edge of performance
capabilities in real life, which can be a
dilemma for model makers.

“We have todo alot of work onan F1
model,” adds Nye. “The cars are
notoriously lightweight, thin and fiddly,
and would break easily as slot cars. So
we actually had to model our own
generic F1 cockpit. To do that we studied
every car on the F1 grid and developed
our own happy medium, which was
much stronger.

“To that we then add removable front
andrear wings and any seasonal
changes, such as the shark fin engine
covers from this year. F1is the fastest-
changing part of our business asthe
rules change quite often and that
dictates the cars’ shape, and theliveries
and sponsors change alot too so we have
to constantly update.”

Adding anew model to the shelves,
Nye says takes between 12-18 months
depending on the licensing, design and
actual production of the moulds and
toolingneeded. Somethingasintricateas
Mr Clark’s classic Lotus can take all that
and more duetoits extraparts. To simply
produceacurrent carinanew livery
takes around ninemonths.

Some big work goes into making those
little cars thatliven up somany homes
each Christmas. Sonexttime youhavea
little-big off under the sofa, justbe
thankful that they build them strong. l

While Scalextric’s designers often
rely heavily on manufacturer CAD
data to help give an outline of their
products, those sorts of files are not
alwaysreadily available.

For the older cars, often part of
thefirm’s Legends collection, CAD
datanever existed in thefirst place,
forcing the researchers and
designersinto alternative methods.

“Alotof our top-range models are
in great demand from collectors, so
they have to be almost like
motorised Minichamps models —
accuracy isincredibly important,”
saysresearcher Simon Owen.

“With some of the classic cars—
like the Jaguar E-type or the very
rare Ferrari 330 P4 there’s very few
design documents around.
Sometimes we can get hold of
manufacturer drawings to model
from, or blueprints. Motorsport
hasa great history of keeping
thingslike that. Aside from that we
work a lot from very detailed
historical photographs.
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How planes help design Scalextric
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“Butin some cases we’ll also use
laser scanning. Being part of
Hornby we’re a sister brand to
Airfixandhave access to 3D Lidar
scanning technology that usually
gets used to scan models of
helicopters and aeroplanes. It uses
lasersto get point cloud data and
builds a digital shell for whatever
we’re modelling.

“We’ve used it to work on some
touring cars, but we’ve had a few
hiccups with it too. We were
recreatingone BTCC team’s car as
they didn’t have the CAD data, but
when we turned up they’d polished
the car to within an inch of its life.
Thelaser can’t getareading on
anything too shiny so we
essentially had to make the car
dirty by half-polishingitand
leaving aload of wax residue over it
tobeable toscanit. That’s afunny
process when you’re doing
somethinglike amillion pound
classiccar and youhave to ask the
ownerstomakeit dirty!”

Fancy racing Scalextric in the wet?

Scalextricrecently unveileditslatest
innovation, the ARC powerbase.

Standingfor App Race Control, the
new systemisdesigned to bringnew
elements of racedataand
management to your livingroom.

Availablein three different price
points—from basic, to the wireless
ARC Airand thetop-level ARC Pro
setup—theKkitsallow youtorace upto
six cars on the same track and throw
inmultiple different elements to
spiceuptheracing.

The system can simulate outside
influenceslike tyre wear, punctures
and pace cars, and even brings wet
weatherinto play for the first time.

“Theideawith ARCisthatitsyncs
your Scalextric set to your
smartphoneand gives theusera
whole new world of dataandrace
management,” explains Darren Nye.

“Wealways try tomake our
products new andrelevant, and the

ARC systemis probably the biggest
change foradecade.

“Duringarace you can programme
the system to know specific things
about your car. It will know that
you’vestarted on dry tyres, but may
randomly introduceraininto the
race, which will be triggered by lights
and sounds via your phone app. If
you’restill on dry tyres, by varying
the current, ARC can make your cars
automatically slow and become
harderto control to simulate theloss
of grip. Once you pit, the system
registersthat you have stopped to
‘change tyres’ and will restore
performance. Itaddsanew
experiencetotheraces.

“Thesystemisall digital and can
logeverythingfrom tyre wear, lap
times, reaction times and even give
youdata graphs on your
performance. It opens a whole new
world for Scalextric.”
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INTERVIEW: ASH SUTTON

We caught up with this year’s British Touring Car champion. By Matt James

DELIVERI

sh Suttonhad a
facelike thunder
at1510hrson
Sunday, October
1. It was Brands
Hatch, and
the Subaru
Levorg British Touring Car
Championship driver had

pulled into the pits after
claiming12th placein the second
of the weekend’s threeraces.

Hehadbeenbeaten upintherace,
with cars passinghim almost at will.
Itwasat complete odds with the way
the Team BMR man had ripped up the
championship until that point.

Hehad taken six wins, and came to
Kent witha10-pointadvantage. After
racetwo, the gap wasdown toamere
six points. There would be only one
racelefttomake or break his season.

Sutton gave ITV4’s Louise Goodman
shortshrift when she quizzed him after
that second event. He didn’t really have
an explanation for his slump down the
order. “Iwill admit, I wasrattled,”
says Suttonlookingback. “In that
race, Irealised that maybe Ihad been
abitblinkered in how Ithought
Iwasgoingtowinthetitle.Thad
underestimated itand Imade my own
jobalot,lotharderinracethree.

“ButItook myself totheracetruck
and thought things through-which
mademethedriverIwasinrace
three. Without that low, I wouldn’t
havebounced back the way Idid.”

With Sutton starting 12th and
race two winner and title rival Colin
Turkington (WSRBMW 125i M Sport)
directly in front of himin 10th spot, the
gloves were off for thefinale.

“If youlook back atthatrace, Iwas
glued to Colin-whenever hemade
amove, Imade amove. There wasno
chance he was gettingaway from
me,” explains Sutton. “If he threw it
up theinside of someone, I wasright
on hisbumper.”

The definingmoment came onlap
two, when Turkington went to pass the
out-of-shape Mat Jackson (Motorbase
Ford Focus) and the twomade the
slightest of brushes. It was enough to
break the suspension onthe BMW and
force Turkington out. Sutton had toask
three times on theradio what the title
situation was before he could truly
believe he had the crown in his pocket.

“Iknow thismight sound odd, butI
really didn’t want Colin toretire from
thatrace,” says Sutton, whoended up
inthird spotin the final showdown.
“Ididn’t want people who were just
looking at that weekend to say that it
hadbeen gifted tome or thatThad it
easy. Obviously, there had been the
whole season up until that point, but
noteveryone sees that. I wanted tobeat
Colinfairandsquareontrack.”

Hedid enough and that wasit, his
stunning career trajectory had taken
another massive leap forwards. It was
easy tooverlook thefactthatthe
23-year-old was only in his second
season of the British Touring Car
Championship. It was only 16 months
since he’d taken hismaiden BTCC win
for the Triple Eight MG team. Sutton
isnotonly fastontheracecircuit...

Thedesire to perform, and perform
quickly,is down toanumber of key
stagesin his career, one of which
threatened to derail him completely.

Hehad begun his careerin the cost-
effective Formula Vee single-seater
seriesasaway of learning the tracks
withoutahugefinancial outlay. Aroad
car crashin 2011 lefthim with kidney
complications and that put him out of
the cockpit for more than two seasons.
When Sutton returned, he knew hehad

Oulton Park was a
2017 turning point

tomake up for the time away by putting
his progression on fast forward.

“Iremember sitting with the doctors
and surgeons, and they told me that
Imightneverraceagain,” he says
starkly. “That focused my mind a bit.
They weren’t sure if my organs would
beable to withstand the forces that you
experience when yourace. There wasa
real chanceitwasall over.

“Inearly 2014, wenttoakarttrack
and did arace, which Iwon. A few
weeks later, I went for a check-up
and everything was fine. That was
amassiverelief.”

Alotof hisearly kartracinghad been
doneonalimited budget, and that was
another building block in making sure
that he gotthemostfromevery
situation. “Sometimes, we didn’t have
thefundstotest,” he explains. “Iwould

_ The Subaru
man led the line

turnup atarace meetingwithnotime
tolearn,andin those situations, you
have to take things on board very
quickly. If Idid test,I would set a great
time in the second session, for example,
and then spend therest of the day going
around the houses with set-upand then
youwouldn’t be any faster at the end of
theday. SoIrealised howtogetto
thelimit quickly and that is something
Thave always been abletodo.”

Aftertheroad crash, herestarted
his careerin Formula Ford that season
(again, it wasan option hetook dueto
acut-price deal)and he was third in
thepoints despite missing three races.
Butthere wassomethingelse that
happened that year which gave him
thebreak heneeded.

“Iwas workingatthe Rye House kart
track, and [Team BMR boss] Warren

PROMISE

Scott used topopin. He wasjust getting
intothekartingbusinessandIwasthe
guyonthefrontdesk,” recalls Sutton.
“Atthetimehe wasthebigtouringcar
driver and I wasjust me. We knew each
other, butnot that well.

“Then, at Rockingham, Iremember
beingin the Formula Ford paddock
and Warren turned up on his golf
buggy: he’d come over from the BTCC
paddock, and he told mehe wanted a
word. That’s when my world changed.”

Itdid, because Scott was about to go
large inthe BTCC by hiring Jason Plato
and Turkington to head up Team BMR
inthe BTCCin VW CCsand healso
wanted to createa driver academy.
Sutton was hisfirst pick.

That desire to push forward in
Sutton’s career was evident. When the
racer entered the Renault UK Clio Cup,
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acategory that most take a while
tomaster, Sutton was clearin his
objective: winitin year one and get out.
He wasasgood as his word, and Scott
helped him land a drive with Triple
Eight, which Team BMR owns
alongside the factory Subaruteam.
Hestated thathe wanted to claim the
rookie-based Jack Sears Trophy in
hismaiden year but didn’t see why
outright wins were out of the question.
When he crossed the line first at Croft,
itwasaprecursortohimliftingthe JST
potattheend of the campaign.
Allthisled him tothe pointat Brands
Hatch this year where he battled with
two-time title winner Turkington for
the ultimate prize. In truth, Sutton has
looked athome in this company since
hefirstdrovea BT'CC car.
“Thavenever feltintimidated, right
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fromthe openingraceinthe BT'CC,”
says Sutton. “Ifeellike Ibelong. You
need to establish yourself in the BTCC,
and the best way of doing thatisjust by
getting stuck in there and getting your
elbows out. Idon’t mind how many
championships other people have got -
they have been doingit for longer than
me, afterall.”

There are very few flaws in Sutton’s
driving: heisthe consummateracer
and there arerarely mistakes (despite
an early season blip when he was
gettingto grips with the factory-backed
Levorg). There wereno spins and his
ability to overtake was whatled ITV4
punditand formerracer Paul O’Neill to
christen Sutton as the ‘Max Verstappen
of British Touring Cars’.

“Thonestly don’t know where it comes
from,” says Sutton. “Iwork hard.Iam

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

abletoadapt tosituations quickly, I
suppose, and Iliketolook at things
fromall angles.Iamnot suggesting that
othersdon’tdothat, butithasbeen one
of the thingsIpride myself on.Iwill
look atall situations from all anglesand
work out what needs to be done.
“ThatishowIam whenIsetgoals
fortheyear ahead: Iwill never set
myself atargetthatIdon’t think
Icanrealistically achieve. Itisnot
arrogance:itisan honestassessment
of whatIthinkIcando.”
Beinghonestis somethingthatalso
comes naturally to Sutton, and heisn’t
afraid topointtoareas where he thinks
hishand could be even strongerin 2018.
“Ithinkif youlook back, there are
areasIcanimproveon,” hesays. “My
qualifying, for example. 'mfineracing
againstothers, butnotsostrong

Sutton took th
with six race V

against the clock.IThad one pole this
year.Icandragalaptimeoutof the
car whenIhaveto, but qualifyingisa
weaker areafor me. Look at Donington
Park [when he was stripped of pole for
anengine overboost]. I went from the
back of the grid [32nd] and was stillable
to claim two podiumsin the weekend’s
threeraces. That shows that there’s
nothing wrong with my racecraft, and
thosearethesituationsIenjoy themost.”
And enjoy 2017is something that
Suttondid.
“Ithassunkin,anditisagreatfeeling
—itissomething you think about every
day,” says Sutton—but thereare
demands. “Thave had togooutand
buy three more black tie suits! Thave
worked it out that by the timeIfinish
thelastawards ceremony in February,
Iwillhave done 10intotal-the

e silverware
ictories

pressures of beingachampion, hey?”
While therelief and the emotions
of thatfinal-day encounter at Brands
Hatch will live longin the memory,
thereareimmediate tasksfacing
Sutton that have taken more priority
in hislife thanreflection. Hehas yet
tonaildown hisdeal toreturntothe
categoryin 2018 and thatis uppermost
inhismind.
“Winningthetitleisaplatform,a
stage, butitisnottheend of thejourney
—if anythingitisjust the beginning,”
saysthe Bishop’s Stortford man. “As
much as youwant to enjoy it, you have
tolook forwards.ThopeIcanhave
somethingtied up around the time
of the Autosport International Show
inearly January.Ireally don’t want it
todragonanylonger than thatand we
areworkinghard.” ®
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Third in race three
was enough at Brands

Goodman talks
to Ash Sutton

Suttonin Formula Fordin 2014
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nageneral sense,
2017willbeayearto
beforgotten. Donald
Trump took office,
whichisenoughto
considerany yeara
write-off, and a whole host
of celebrities passed on.
Notagreatstart.

Luckily, your old faithful
friend motorsport stepped in.
Inthe pictures of the year, we
canremember the good, bad,
sad and plain wrong.

Astheydoevery year,

MN contributors are the
unsung heroes of this
grassroots publication,

and our photographers
went from Knockhill to
Monza, from Kirkistown

to San Marino and anywhere
inbetween.

Here, we honour our faithful
photographers who love
motorsportas much as any,
and pick out some of the best
pictures from 2017. We could
havefilled 30 pages, but the
overlords said no. Sorry to
those that missed out.

Thanks to Roy Dempster,
mcklein-imagedatabase.com,
Jakob Ebrey, Gary Hawkins,
Chris Huish— RallySport
Media, Steve Jones, Paul
Lawrence, M&H Photography,
mkpics.net, Jim Moir, Richard - —
Styles, James Ward— Chicane
Media, Mick Walker.

_ Going, going...this isn’t the
~ correct line at Chessons’ Drift

MATT JAMES \“‘,

EDITOR

After aprotracted saga,

the grim reaper stepped in for
good on March 26. Wimbledon
Stadium, the lastactiverace
venue within the M25, held
itsfinal meeting and it was
headlined by National
HotRods.

The Spedeworth staff, the
promoters of the meeting, all
dressed as undertakers to give
the Grand Old Lady her final
send off. It raised a smile, but
italso served to underline
the gravity of the situation.

The meeting was a huge
success, with more than
3000 fans in attendance for
the ticket-only event.

There was a display of cars
from the past and present, as
well as some top level action to
warm the hearts and remind
everyone of what they were
about to be missing. It was
atouchingtributetoa
venue with more than
50 years of history.

Football will now be played
at Plough Lane again with
anew redevelopment for
AFC Wimbledon but for me,
itinvolves the wrongkind
of corners.

- : il ——
Robert Hollyman spits flames from his Intermarque Porsche 964 The new Morris Minor Drifting Series went down a treat at Thruxton

No more racing at stadium
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PICS OF THE YEAR

DAVID EVANS
RALLIES EDITOR

Beingin M-Sport’s inner
sanctum when Sebastien
Ogier crossed theline to
win Monte Carlo and end
four and a bit years of hurt
for Malcolm Wilson was
pretty special in January.

Intermsof drama,
watching Kris Meeke go off
theroad in Mexico topped
that. Asthe C3 WRC hit the
hedge, the pictures were
beingbeamed from an
external door-mounted
camera, which was ripped
off and sent spinning.

Momentarily, the world
thought the Northern
Irishman had been tipped
intoamassive shunt. Then
we saw him driving
towards the beer tent. For
much of 2017, that was the
moment of the year.

But then came those 20
minutes one Sunday in
Wales, when M-Sport won
the manufacturers’ crown,
Ogier took the drivers’
and Elfyn Evans was
victorious at home.

Watching all that unfold
with Malcolm’s wife
Elaine and seeing the

- , raw emotion when the
Sparks fly at Silverstone : 52 = ; party started was truly

for this Red Bull RB13 : i 7Y Sals ; unforgettable.

ROB LADBROOK
MANAGING EDITOR

I’ve had the year of my life.
That pretty much sums up
my 2017.

Abigpart of that has been
taking the plunge and getting
involved in motorsport
myself. I'veraced a Ford
Puma this year with the
Classic Sports Car Club.

Proudly achieving an apex
speed of 108mphinitthrough
Church at Thruxton comes
close to my highlight, but

the oneI'll chooseisan
offshoot of that.

Itook up an offer from 2 : |
Radical to take partinits SR1 : : A T hivs o 2l e .
Cup at Snettertonin August. 76) leads a GT race at a sunny Kirkistown under the windmills
That car taught me a huge
amount aboutracing with
aero, and learning a different
style of racing.

Italso gave me a great
insight into the rejuvenated
British company. During
testing, amoment on the
brakes sent me spinning off
at Nelson at 210kph [130mph].
Luckily Imanaged to keep it
out of the wall, with an
innocent foam brake marker
being the only victim.

After taking two seventh
placesand having a great
laugh with therest of the
grid, came the prize-giving.
The “guest driver of the
weekend” accolade was a
new one for the weekend.

My reward, the remnants
of the marker board I
obliterated, which resident
snapper Ollie Read trekked
out torecover for me.

Greatbanter froma
great championship.

A soaking Frazer
Nash at Snetterton




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk DECEMBER 20/27 2017 47

STEPHENLICKORISH
JUNIORREPORTER T

Wasthisthe year Toyota was
finally goingtoend its Le Mans
heartbreak? It waslooking
good at just over one-third
distance. The #7car wasin
control and the #9 wassstillin
contention. Then, in afew short
minutes, everything changed.
It wasjust before 0100hrs.
Thesafety car had returned
tothe pitsand suddenly the
lead Toyota slowed in the most
bizarre circumstances, after
apitlane mix-up with Kamui
Kobayashi thinkingthe
waving LMP2driver Vincent
Capillaire wasamarshal and
needlessly stopped and started
the carseveral times, causinga
clutch problem.
MN’sF1columnist Stuart
CodlingandIwereduetohead
off and get some sleep at this
pointbut, justas we were
gettingready toleave, things
got worse for Toyota. The #9
car had been hit by LMP2
driver Simon Trummer and
ittoohadtoretire.
Inafewminutes of
unforgettable and unbelievable
drama, that wasitfor Toyota’s
challengefor yetanother year.

O

':_({ - —r ~ . 4_'.“- -

Bradley Dynesheads the tightly bunched National HotRod pack at Hednesford

Heartbreak at Le Mans

HAL RIDGE

RX CORRESPONDENT _ \'

.

Ferraris.Ferraris

eveywhere. Bliss.The FestivalItalia at Brands Hatch

PAUL LAWRENCE

HISTORICS EDITOR

Night stages on the Isle of
Man and breath-taking
Historic Formula Ford
racing both come close, but
the absolute memory of
2017 just has to be the Roger
Albert Clark Rally.

Afteragap of three years
the event was back longer
and tougher than ever
before and really captured
the hearts of everyone
involved. On Monday
morning, day four, we were
in Caplestone Fell, a
daunting 19-miler in the
central block of Kielder.

This was everything that I
had hoped for from the
rally: afourth straight day
of rallying with good
friends, classic Kielder
locations and aremarkable
tally of 65 cars still running
and still committed.

Stagerallying has had
some tough times recently,
but here was an event that
brought joy to thousands
and showed what is possible
with determination. There
isnoother UK rally that
comes close for the
atmosphere, buzz and sense
of occasion.
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Ma\ Kris Meeke: Bad

i Sweden, good picture

When PSRX Volkswagen
Sweden revealed its 2017 Polo
GTIin Stockholm, less than
two weeks before the opening
round of the World Rallycross
Championship in Barcelona,
the car was clearly a
redundant Polo WRC machine
without a passenger seat.

Surely the radiator would
beintherearonthefinal
rallycross version, like the
rest of the Supercarsin the
field? After all, the car had
been seen testing with black
ductsin therear quarters
too, toback up that theory
that Volkswagen Motorsport
was going the down the
traditional cooling route.

Technical director Francois-
Xavier Demaison explained
thatthe Hannover firm was
open to either option, but on
arrivalin Barcelona, the
radiator wasindeed in the
front of the Polo Supercar.

The ducts had been decoy
stickers. The paddock
speculated that the Polo’s
radiator would get damaged,
too blocked up with dirtand
wouldn’t work. Coming from
the single-car stage
environment of the WRC,
Volkswagen clearly didn’t
haveaclue.

But, of course VWdid.
Eight wins from 12 events
and the drivers’ and teams’
titles secured with two rounds
to go proved just that.
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PICS OF THE YEAR

JACKBENYON ¢

NATIONAL EDITOR

T'llnever forgetit. The 2017
RallyIsle of Man. Onetenth
and one pointdecided the 2017
British Rally Championship.
Ahuge changefromthe
dominance of Elfyn Evans
one season before.

On whatIconsidertobethe
bestasphaltroads onthe BRC
calendar, Keith Cronin and
Fredrik Ahlin went to battle
over thetitle. Thelast stage
would decideitand Cronin
neededtooverturna9.4s
deficitto Matt Edwards to
win thelegand thetitle.

Standingat the stageend
was tough. A hugerush of
adrenaline hitas Cronin
arrived, butit was afew
minutes before the maths
were complete and the
identity of the victor (Cronin)
was known.

Theevent offered another
exciting conclusion tothe
British Historic Rally
Championship too, with
thelikeable Jason
Pritchard takinga third
straighttitle.

Despite some event
organisational difficulties,
thedrama produced was
extraordinary and the

T atmosphere at stage end still
Gianfranco Brancatelli sendsa tingledown the spine

at the Gold Cup inrecollection.

STEFAN MACKLEY <
JUNIOR REPORTER

My memory of the year
comes from the Paddock Hill
grandstand at Brands Hatch
during the Formula Ford
Festival. It was my first time
atthelegendaryeventand
theracing up until the final
had been action-packed and
thrilling—everythingI’d come
to expect having covered
Formula Fordraces
throughout the season.

Thefinal certainly didn’t
disappoint, as Joey Foster
wasthemantobeat—ashe
had been all weekend.

His overtake for thelead —
and eventual victory — was
one of the bestI've seen.
Leaving his braking to the
absolutelast, he swept around
the outside of Neil Maclennan
down the hill, hisleft-side
wheels brushing the gravel
inan overtake which forced
applause from those
watching. But the drama
wasn’tover.

Keith Donegan had charged
his way through from sixth on
the grid and was only 0.107s
behind Foster at the flag.

Itwasagreatfinishtoa
greatevent.

- » - o ;. - - et :
The moment ofimpact: David Hourie hits the Knockhill barriers hard
Foster won at the Festival
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TIIE IIITS AND

MIIST llNIlEIlIlATIEIl DRIVER |

Our experts cast
their eye over the
standout stories
from the last
Formula1season

twasaremarkable
seasonin F1. Sure, the
anticipated dogfight
between Mercedes and
Ferrarifailed to properly
sparkintolife, but there
were somany plotlines
tofollow across the 20 rounds.

Lewis Hamilton underlined just
why heisthedriver of a generation
with hisrecord-breakingfourth title,
and he wasracking up the statistics
that have brought Michael
Schumacher’s seemingly unmatchable
total of 91 winsinto sharpfocus.

Ferraristill keptitself firmly in
the game despite the turbulent waters
behind the scenes, with Vettel showing
that the Scuderia has the foundations
of ateam about tostep up.

Beyond that, the dynamic Red Bull
duo of Max Verstappen and Daniel
Ricciardoonceagain proved that they
arethe most exciting partnership on
the grid, while Force India punched
aboveits weight yetagain.

Here, we pick out our highlights of the
season thankstoour colleagues at
FIRacing: Stuart Codling, James
Robertsand Anthony Rowlinson.

ROUND BY ROUND

Once tipped for greatness, Nico
Hulkenberghasbecome Formula1’s
pre-eminent wrong-place-wrong-
time merchant. In2013 he jumped
ship from Force India to Sauber just
asthe Swiss team was beginningits
fallfrom grace, then he missed out on
achancetomoveto Ferrari(which
inexplicably chose the fading Kimi
Raikkoneninstead)and had toreturn
toForceIndia. Forthisseason he

vy

chose thelong-game tactic of moving
toRenault, hoping thatincreased
investment from the manufacturer
would give the team aboost... which it
has, butnotenough tooverhaul his
old teamjustyet.
Hulkenberghasbeen Renault’s
principal points-scoring engine this
season, delivering results even before
theteam foundahugeincreasein
performance with anew floor design,

"'\tr"r' &

S

fitted to Hulkenberg’s car at the British  least coveted records:in Singapore he

Grand Prix. Nicobecamearegular
Q3 contender thereafter, while

team-mate Jolyon Palmer continued
tostruggle and was eventually ‘let g0’

infavour of Carlos Sainz.

The chassisstill isn’t perfect,
though, and neither is the power
unit. A string of engine-change grid
penaltiesand in-race failures
delivered Hulkenbergone of F1’s

surpassed Adrian Sutil as the driver
tohave made the mostrace starts
withoutfinishing on the podium.

Gallingly, he’d been runningin
third during that grand prix before
astrategic mis-step costhim track
position and then an oilleak forced
himout. Suchafastand grittyracer
deservesbetter.

StuartCodling

Australian GP, Melbourne
MARCH 26

Lewis Hamilton led the early stages in his
Mercedes, but an early stop brought him
out behind Max Verstappen's Red Bull and
he was trapped. This hiatus gave Ferrari's
Sebastian Vettel enough time to push out
the gap for six laps until his halt. He returned
to the track ahead once the other stops
had shaken out. Hamilton eventually
climbed to second place, and the

podium was completed by his team-mate
Valtteri Bottas, who was right on
Hamilton's rear wing.

1 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

2 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

3 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)

Chinese GP,Shanghai

: APRIL 9

: The advantage of an early stop for Vettel

- was wiped out by a safety car, which

: allowed poleman Hamilton to stretch

: away in front. Vettel was bottled up behind
: the sister Ferrari of Kimi Raikkonen as he
tried to battle up through the pack. He

: eventually sliced ahead of Kimi and the

: two Red Bulls of Verstappen and Daniel

: Ricciardo to regain second spot.

: Verstappen maintained his pace and

: bagged third from 16th on the grid. Bottas
: spununder the early safety car.

: 1 LewisHamilton (Mercedes)

: 2 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

: 3 MaxVerstappen (Red Bull)

: Bahrain GP,Sakhir

: APRIL 16

: Ferrari once again wentaggressive

: withan early stop for supersofts, but

: Vettel struggled to unseat Bottas.

: However, soon afterwards, a safety

¢ carmixed things up and forced the
other leading runners to stop. Hamilton
: wascensured forimpeding Daniel

: Ricciardo on the pit entry, and he was

: obliged to take the pain at his next stop.
¢ Lewisfinished but over six seconds

: behind the winning Ferrari, with Bottas
: tailingin third.

: 1 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

: 2 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

: 3 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)

: Russian GP,Sochi

: APRIL 30

: Bottas made a superb start to jump ahead
: of Vettel at Turn 2, but the Ferrari stayed

: closeand wentlongerin the opening stint
: asVetteltried to get the ‘overcut’ and
enjoy clean air. He returned to the track

: behind the Merc buthad fresher rubber,

: andcrawledall over Bottasin the closing
: stages but without success. Raikkonen

: was third while adistinctly off-colour

¢ Hamilton trailed home in fourth spot,

: and he was mystified as to the lack of

: pace from his Mercedes-Benz.

i 1 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)

: 2 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

: 3 KimiRaikkonen (Ferrari)

: SPANISH GP,BARCELONA

: MAY 14

. Vettel beat polesitter Hamilton to Turn 1 as

: Raikkonen and Verstappen tripped over each
: other behind. The leading pair split strategies
: overthe opening part of the race, and it looked
: asifFerrari had done enough. However, a
safety car — called when Stoffel Vandoorne's

: MclLaren clouted Felipe Massa’s Williams —

- ruined the plan for the Italians. Hamilton

: jumped Vettel and held on to the flag. Ricciardo
: was third and the only other driver on the lead

: lap. He took the place when the engine on

: Bottas's Merc lunched itself.

: 1 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

: 2 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

: 3 Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull)
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THE MISSES

OF THE 2017 F1 GAMPAIGN

FLASHPOINT OF THE YEAR

Amoment of madness, a petulant
swipefromadriver these days
notoriousfor his semi-regular
volcaniceruptions.

That was Seb Vettel’s flick-of-the-
wrists pot-shot at Lewis Hamilton
justaftertheexitof Turn16on
lap21,asheaimedhis Ferrari
intoHamilton’s Merc.

Contact wasmade-Pirellito
Pirelliatlow speed, behind the
safety car,sonoharmdone-butthe
incident said so much about how
these twostarsand title contenders

Of course Toto Wolff and
NikiLaudadid anamazing
jobtoguide theirsilver
servantstoanotherall-
conquering F1 titledouble
and their choice of Valtteri
Bottasas Hamilton’s wing
mannow looks inspired.
Red Bull, too—Christian
Hornerand Helmut
Marko-deserve credit for
always keepinga footonthe
gaseven when handicapped
by athird-best Renault
motor. Three great wins
were their reward. Butthe
prize for making the most of

what they’ve got? Step
forward Force India’s
Bob Fernleyand
Otmar Szafnauer.
Fromhumble premises
opposite Silverstone, witha
staff around one-third the
size of those employed by
F1’sbigthreeandona
budget maybe aquarter (or
less) the size of Mercedes’,
the self-styled ‘Pink
Panthers’ proved yetagain
thevalue of efficiency and
clearthinkinginF1.
They took a splendidly
isolated fourth placein the

constructors’
championship, scoring
187points—almost half
thetally of Red Bull, ahead,
butmore than double
Williams’ haul, behind.
Thankstotwo great
drivers, solid commercial
backingandthe best
customer engine available,
Force India somehow make
excellencelook easy. If
Liberty needsatemplate
forhow aleaner, simpler
F1team canexcel, it should
looknofurther.
AnthonyRowlinson

approached their respective seasons.

Atthisstage of the year,round
eight, they were still almost neck-and
neck, with Vettel 12 points ahead
in the championship and both on
three winseach.

Vettel and Ferrari were genuine
title contenders, but-as Vettel’s
thump bore witness—thiswasa
combination operatingon the edgein
their efforts to get ahead of Mercedes.

Vettel was penalised 10s for his
crude move, which should have left
Hamilton set for an easy win, buta

loose foam headrest on his W08,
whichrequired a pitstop to
re-secure, scuppered his chances.

A younger Lewis might have
crumbled, or behavedin a similarly
irascible mannerto Vettel,in
responseto thisill-fortune. Instead,
heaccepted ‘biff-gate’ and a blown
victory with equanimity —and his
Zen-like calm atthe centre of the
storm would carry him all the way
toanultimately dominant fourth
world title.

Anthony Rowlinson

TEAM MANAGEMENT OF THE SEASON

IMONACO GP,MONTE CARLO
MAY 28

Raikkonen led from pole, with Vettel
keeping a watching brief behind. Both
were easily able to stretch away from
Bottas. However, the race was decided at
the one and only stop. Raikkonen hit traffic
on his out-lap, and the later-stopping Vettel
jumped his team-mate —and that prompted
suspicion of team orders affecting the
outcome. Ricciardo also profited to leap up
to third place. Hamilton, who had started
only 13th after struggling in qualifying,
fought up to seventh spot at the flag.

1 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

2 KimiRaikkonen (Ferrari)

3 Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull)

: CANADIAN GP,MONTREAL

: JUNE11

. Afirst-corner brush between Verstappen

- and Vettel sentthe Ferrariinto the pits fora

: fresh nose, while the Red Bull would later

¢ pull up with a battery problem. None of that
> troubled Hamilton, who converted pole
into alead he would not lose. Bottas

: inherited second when Verstappen

- stopped, and Vettel battled back to fourth at
: theflag, behind Ricciardo, after some smart
¢ strategy from the pitwall. Hamilton's win

: meant he trailed Vettel by 12 pointsinthe

: championship chase.

: 1 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

: 2 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)

: 3 Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull)

: AZERBAIJAN GP,BAKU

: JUNE 25

: Froman early race restart from behind the

: safety car, one of the flashpoints of the

: season occurred: Vettel accused race

: leader Hamilton of brake testing him and

: pulled alongside the Merc before turning in
to the silver car to remonstrate. Vettel got

: astop-go penalty but Hamilton's path to

: victory was interrupted by aloose headrest.
: Hepulledinforrepairs and returned to the
: trackforfifth, just behind Vettel. Ricciardo

: wonacrazyrace from Bottasand Lance

* Stroll (Williams).

- 1 Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull)

: 2 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)

: 3 Lance Stroll (Williams)

ssasesine

sassivarsEEr RS
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AUSTRIAN GP,SPIELBERG

JULY 9

Bottas's “start of his life” shot him into a lead
that he converted into a supreme victory.
Despite the fact he stopped later for his tyre
switch —and ultimately gave away time to
the chasing Vettel — the Finn had enough

in hand to take his second win of the year
even though he came under late pressure.
Ricciardo claimed third place after fending
offalate challenge from Hamilton. A gearbox
change penalty meant the Briton only
started in eighth place and he was only 1.4s
away from the podium at the end.

1 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)

2 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

: 3 Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull)

BRITISH GP,SILVERSTONE

: JULY 16

: After dominating qualifying, Hamilton was a
* shoo-infor victory at Silverstone and he

: duly delivered in front of his adoring

: public. Even when a safety car wiped out his
¢ 1.6sfirst-lap advantage, he simply got

his head down and did it all over again.

: Raikkonen and Vettel chased hard but

. both would suffer cruel tyre failures late

: onintherace, which handed the runner-up
¢ spoton the podium to Bottas. Raikkonen

: pitted and recovered for third spot. Vettel

: was seventh.

: 1 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

i 2 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)

: 3 KimiRaikkonen (Ferrari)
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SHUNT OF THE YEAR| FEF

No...NO! YES! It really happened. Both Ferraris
takingeach other off at the first corner of the
Singapore Grand Prix.

Aswesurveyed the detritus of ascarcely
imaginable incident, one truth became glaringly
clear: Seb Vettel had just blown his title shotas
Lewis Hamilton had emerged unharmed from the
chaos and was sprinting off to the chequer.

Theaccidentitself was triggered by light contact
between the right-flank of Raikkonen —fast-
startingfrom fourth -and the front-left of an
interloping Verstappen, who’d been edged
towards Kimi by theleft-ward drift of poleman
Vettel, ahead.The contact spun Kimi instantly,
such that his Ferrari’snose speared the left
sidepod of Vettel’s car. Vettel drove on for a couple
of corners, despite carrying pieces of front wing
from Raikkonen’s car, but his SF'70H was mortally
wounded and retired between Turns 5 and 6, with
hydraulicfuel spilling from its innards.

Inthemeantime, Kimi and Max had clattered
outatTurn1inatangle of carbon bodywork and
suspension. Asthey departed the track, out of
control, they picked up aninnocent Fernando
Alonso, who would have found himself clearin
P3had hebeen afew feet further uptheroad. As
it was, hisMcLaren pirouetted mid air, continued,
but was calledin onlap eight.

Not since the 1975 Spanish GP had both Ferraris
collided on thefirstlap.

When they do, theresults are spectacular.

A
»
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AnthonyRowlinson
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Flush with post-Bernie bonhomie,
Formula1began2017asavirtual
love-in between teams, drivers,
governing body and commercial
rightsholder. Even Sebastian
Vettel’sswerve at Lewis Hamilton
in Baku was salved by an apology
andaslap on the wrist.

That was until thereliability-
related engine penaltiesbegan to

. rackupatToroRosso, shortly after

the team served notice that they’d
be swapping Renault for Honda
motivationin2018. When Pierre
Gasly’sMGU-H broke on hisfirst
flyinglap at Interlagos, followed in
shortorder by Brendon Hartley’s
turbo shaft, the tinfoil-hat wearers
out there sniffed a conspiracy.
Could Renault, vying with Toro
Rossofor sixth in the constructors’

|SINGAPORE

standings, have been stiffing
their customer deliberately?

“We dohavealittle bitof a
concernabout the way that our
engineisoperatedin the Toro
Rosso car,” was the victim-blaming
response of Renault’s Cyril
Abiteboul. “Therearenever
coincidencesin thissport.”

Toro Rosso fired back withan
angrily worded statement, and
Abiteboul and Red Bull’s Helmut
Marko were observedinaheated
discussion-finger-jabbing was
involved -in the paddock. Only
theintervention of Renault
ambassador Alain Prost, witha
conciliatory statement of hisown -
grudgingly matched by Marko—
brought thisugly spattoanend.

StuartCodling

After almost two seasons of
over-promising and under-
delivering, Honda ended
2016 on an upswing of form.
It seemed to have banished
many of thereliability and
hybrid-deployment woes,
and tobe within sight of the
power ballpark.

Alas, that power unit
concepthadreachedtheend
of itslife,so Honda designed
alargely new one. History
now records thatit wasatthe
very first test of 2017 when
theall-new concept
manifested many of the
vices Honda had expunged
from the previous one.
McLaren called for divorce.

BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT

Thekey weakness of the
unitwasthe MGU-H, the
hybrid element that recovers
energy from the exhaustgas.
Essentiallyit’sacomponent
that can spin at up to 100,000
rpm,and Honda’shad
developed a voracious
appetite for bearings.
Anemergency redesign
failed to cure the problem,
and the embattled F1project
leader Yusuke Hasegawa
was forced toadmit that the
MGU-H could only last two
races. Component-change
penalties meant both
McLarens wereregularly
startingfrom the back.
StuartCodling

OVERTAKING MOVE OF THE YEAR

DANIEL RICCIARDO
INTHE AZERI]AN GP

It’snot often yousee one F1
carovertake threeothers,
particularly with 2017-spec
machinery. But Daniel
Ricciardo wowed usall
when he passed both
Williams and Nico
Hiilkenberg’s Renaultat the
Azerbaijan GPback in June.
Danny Ricc thought his
chances of victory in Baku
werelong gone, particularly
ashewasaslowas17that
one point. But with somany
drivers hittingthe wallsand
the propensity for safety
cars,itallowed himtoclimb
through thefield.
Itwasonasafety car
restart that he scooped a tow

Ricciardo’s brave move

from the two Williams and
Hulkenbergand out-braked
allthree. “Idon’tthink I've
ever passed three carsinone
move before,” Ricciardo told
MN. “Oncelsawthegapl
was goingtodoeverythingI
couldtobrakeaslateas
possible. Inthelastfew years
I'vehad theblinkers on with
some moves where Ididn’t
careaboutthe outcome.
Thatwasoneof them...”
James Roberts

: ITALIAN GP,MIONZA
: SEPTEMBER3

: This was about as easy an afternoon’s
: work as Hamilton could have hoped

: for. From arecord-breaking 69th pole
: position, taken in heavy rain, he was

: clear of Stroll and Ocon while his
main rivals floundered. Bottas was

: best of the rest after an early charge

: asthird-placed Vettel had no answer
: tothesilver cars. Star of the race was
* Ricciardo in fourth, who had made his
: way from 16th on the grid with some

: BELGIAN GP,SPA
: AUGUST 27

: While the Force India drivers Esteban

: Oconand Sergio Perez declared war on

: each other, Hamilton was imperious at

: Spa. He led from the start and fended off a
* mid-race attack from Vettel. However, a

- late safety car when Perezand Ocon

: ruined each other's races for good gave

: Vettela chance. He drew alongside leader
: Lewis on the restart, but was unable to
make it stick. Ricciardo claimed third

HUNGARIAN GP,BUDAPEST
JULY 30

Mercedes had no answer for Ferrariin
qualifying, and on a circuit where overtaking
is hard, this was a severe penalty. Vettel sailed
off in the lead, but reported that his steering
was off-kilter and was told to avoid the kerbs.
It bottled up Raikkonen, who was hard on his
tail. The chasing Bottas and Hamilton had
only patchy contact with the pitwall due to a
radio problem, but were able to perform a
swap to allow Lewis to chase the red cars.
When his charge wilted, he let Bottas back : place from Raikkonen after some superb
through for third place. mid-race battling. : superb overtaking.

1 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari) : 1 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes) : 1 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
2 KimiRaikkonen (Ferrari) : 2 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari) : 2 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)
3 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes) : 3 Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull) : 3 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

SINGAPORE GP, MARINA BAY

: SEPTEMBER 17

: This was arace where Ferrari expected to
! getitstitle charge back on course. Within
: three corners, it was all over with

: Raikkonen, Verstappen and Vettel's cars

: allbattered after a collision away from the
start — for which, predictably, they all

¢ blamed each other. Hamilton still had to

fend off pacesetter Ricciardo and he

: answered every question that the

¢ Australian asked him. He finished 4.5s
: clearatthe flag after leading every lap.
: Bottas was alonely third.

: 1 LewisHamilton (Mercedes)

: 2 Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull)

: 3 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)

! MALAYSIAN GP,SEPANG

: OCTOBER1

: lttook four laps for Verstappen to wrest
: the lead from Hamilton, who knew that
: the Red Bull was faster and didn't offer
: too much resistance. Behind the Brit,

: Ricciardo took a fighting third place. Vettel
had been forced to start from the back

: afteran engine problem in qualifying and
: charged through the pack by making up
: sixplaces on the opening lap alone. He

: madeitacross the line in fourth, but not
: backto parc ferme after a post-flag

: collision with Stroll.

: 1 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)

: 2 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

i 3 Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull)
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FORMULA 1WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS, 2017

It’salways difficult to
assesshow good a driver
iswhentheydon’thavea
carworthy of their
talents. The TV coverage
of agrand prixisn’tgoing
tofocus on thelaptimes of
the two Toro Rossos that
arerunningin13thand
16thpositions... But
whenadriver switchesto
another team, higher up
thegrid, it’seasierto
identify their pace.
Here’stheevidence.
Thedifferencein
qualifying times between
the two Renault drivers,
Nico Hulkenbergand
Jolyon Palmer, clearly
putthe Germanahead.
When they both set
times on Saturday,
Hulkenberg’s average
speed over the Brit was
1.264s. Palmer twice
madeitinto Q3 (Bahrain

and Spa), whilein
contrast Hulkenberg
started inside the top
10on12occasions
throughout the year.
When Palmer was
dropped and Carlos
Sainztook over his seat
from Austin onwards, it
wasimmediately evident
how good the Spaniard
was. Inthe three
comparable qualifying
sessions, he wasjust
0.291s slower than his
mega-quick team-mate.
He qualified one place
behind the Hulk (eighth)
inboth Mexicoand
Brazil and had another
top 10startonhis
Renaultdebutin Austin.
Injustfourracesin
decentmachinery, the
evidence proves Sainzis
afuturestar.

In 2016, atthefirst grand
prix on the streets of the
Azerbaijani capital,a
number of trackside
banners displayed the
phrase: ‘Well done Baku’.
The 2016 European Grand
Prix wasadismal affair and
itwasimpossiblenotto
think: ‘Well done Baku for
the worstrace of the
season.’In contrast,12
monthson, the2017
Azerbaijan Grand Prix was
arguably the best of the
year.Itwasaracethathad

James Roberts

POS | DRIVERS | CAR l1]2|3|4)5|6]7|8|910]11]12]13]14/15/16|17]18|19 |20 | TOTAL
1 | Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 211121411 7]1]5]4]1]4]1 11|21 []1]9]4]2 363
2 | Sebastian Vettel Ferrari 1121112121144 12]7]11]2]3]RJ4IR|2141]11]3 317
3 | Valtteri Bottas Mercedes 3|6J|3|1|R|4|2]2]|1]|2|3]|5|2]|3]|]5}4]|5]12]2]1 305
4 | Daniel Ricciardo Red Bull R|4|5|R|3|3|3|]1]|3|5|R|3|4]2]|3|3]|]R|R|6 |4 205
5 | KimiRaikkonen Ferrari 415]|4]3|R|2]|7|14]5|3|2]4|5]RINS|[5]3]3]3]|R 200
6 | Max Verstappen Red Bull 51|3|R|5]|RI5]RIR]JR|4]J]5]RJ10JR]1]2]14]1]5]5 168
7 | SergioPerez Force India 71917]16]4]13]|5]|R]17]9]8|17|/9]5]|6]7(8]7]19]7 100
8 | EstebanOcon Force India 10j10f10] 7|5 |12]6 |6 |8 8]9]9]16]10]10]6 |6 |5 |R |8 87
9 | Carlos Sainz ToroRosso/Renault | 8| 7 /R |10/ 7/ 6 | R|8 | R|R|7[10/14/ 4| R/ R |7 | R[11|R 54
10 | Lance Stroll Williams RIR|R|11]16|15]9 | 3 |10|16f14J11|7 | 8|8 |R |11]6 |16]|18 43
11 | Felipe Massa Williams 6114|6 | 9 |13|9|R|R |9 |1O/WD| 8 [8 |11]9 [10]9 |11] 7 |10 43
12 | Nico Hulkenberg Renault 11j12/9 |1 8|6 |R|8| R |13/6 |17] 6 |13] R|16|]R|R|R |10]6 40
13 | Romain Grosjean Haas R|11|8 | R|10| 8 |10|13| 6 |13]|R | 7 |16] 9 |13] 9 |14]15]15 |11 28
14 | Kevin Magnussen Haas R|8 |R|13]|14]|10f12] 7 | R |12]13]|15|11| R |12|8 |16]8 | R |13 19
15 | Fernando Alonso McLaren R|IR |14|NS|12|NEJ16{ 9 [R|IR|6 |R|17| RJ11J11|R 108 |9 17

everything: team-mates
clatteringintoeach other,a
much-criticised rookie
finishingon the podium, a
comeback drive through the
field -with a stunningthree-
passovertake—and drama
between the two world
championship protagonists.

When TV replays showed
Sebastian Vettel pulling
alongside Lewis Hamilton
anddeliberately driving
intothe Mercedes—we could
notbelieve our eyes. And
when Vettel couldn’t

motorsport-news.co.uk DECEMBER 20/27 201753

Photos: LAT

understand why he was
beingpenalised for his
momentof road rage—we
couldnotbelieve our ears!
Theloose headrest for

Hamilton enabled Ricciardo
totakeamemorable win
and even Bottas’slast-lap
passtodemoterookie Lance
Strollfrom second to third
ontheline, didn’tdampen
therookie’sjoy. For somany
reasons, few will forget
Baku 2017 for awhile.
Baku: well done.

James Roberts

S S|
WHAT T0 LOOK OUT FOR IN 2018

IORE COMPETITION AMONG
THE LEADING PLAYERS

Ll g

OK, hats off to
Mercedes, once again it
hasdoneagreatjobto
secure both the drivers’
and constructors’
championships. But...
weneed more variety in
race winners-F1needs
tobeless predictable.
Inthe 79racesof the
hybrid era (since 2014),
Mercedes has won 63
grands prix (with a hit
rate of 80 per cent).
With stability in the
regulations between
this year and next, the
hopeisthat Merc’s
rivals will have closed
the gap. We need to have
more charging drives
from the Red Bull duo
of Verstappen and
Ricciardo. Fernando
Alonsoneedstofight
forrace winsagain and

the hopeis, after
ditching Honda,
Renault will provide
McLaren with the
ammunition itneeds.

And we want a title
battle between Vettel
and Hamilton that goes
down to the wire—both
slingingit out, wheel-
to-wheel on-track, like
we saw glimpses of in
Spain, Spa and Austin
this year.

Longerterm there are
moves afoot to alter the
regulations toimprove
theracing, butinthe
short-term we have to
pinourhopesonthe
competition takingon
Mercedes and beating
the Silver Arrows. How
long do we have to wait
for Melbourne?

JamesRoberts

2AS

JAPANESE GP,SUZUKA
OCTOBER 8

Hamilton was wary of Red Bull's pace

in Suzuka, and controlled the speed from
pole position to scoop another win after
acontrolled performance. Verstappen
had nailed his team-mate Ricciardo at
the opening turn, and that was the top
three in the race set for good. Vettel
should have been among them, buta
spark plug failure on his Ferrari meant

he pulled off the track after only four laps.
It left his world championship hopes

in tatters.

1 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

2 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)

3 Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull)

: UNITED STATES GP,AUSTIN
OCTOBER 22

Vettel gave polesitter Hamilton a shock by
sliding up the inside of himinto Turn 1, but it

: infront, Lewis motored cleartoyetanother
: win. Vettel held on, buthad no answerin
: terms of pace. Behind them, Verstappen and

: MEXICAN GP,MEXICO CITY

: OCTOBER 29
. Three corners effectively settled this
: year'stitle: as Vettel and Verstappen
became obsessed with each other
into Turn 1, Hamilton swept around

only took the Merc five laps to respond. Once

: them both but was then tagged by Vettel,
: which necessitated a stop for both of

: Ricciardo provided the excitement. Ricciardo

: battled mightily with Bottas early on before
: hisengine let go. Verstappen, up from 16th
: onthe grid, snatched third on the last lap but
: was later penalised for going off track, gifting
: the place backto Raikkonen.
: 1 LewisHamilton (Mercedes)
: 2 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)
3 KimiRaikkonen (Ferrari)

: and Raikkonen joined Verstappen on

them. Verstappen was in the clear,

: Hamiton charged back to ninth and
: thatwas enough for the title despite
: Vettel's fourth-placed finish. Bottas

: the podium.
: 1 MaxVerstappen (Red Bull)
: 2 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)

3 KimiRaikkonen (Ferrari)

NOVEMBER 12

BRAZILIAN GP,INTERLAGOS

Arare mistake by Hamilton, when he
crashed in qualifying, left the way open
for others to shine at Interlagos. Vettel
jumped Bottas at the start and steered
his way to a win. Bottas held on and
tried to get the undercut, which
narrowly failed. He did, however, fend
off Raikkonen to the flag. Hamilton was
the entertainment of the race ona
different tyre strategy. He charged up
through the pack and came within

: one second of an unlikely third position.
: 1 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari) w1
1 2 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)
3 KimiRaikonen (Ferrari)

2017 FORMULA 1,
“TIHAD AIRW” ™%
. GR. T3 P!

ABUDHABI GP,YAS MARINA

: NOVEMBER 26

: was simply

: This was one of those days when Bottas

untouchable. The Mercedes

: man blasted clear from pole position and
: headed his team-mate Hamilton throughout.
: Although never out of touching distance,
the Finn kept his cool. Vettel was third but
: was some distance behind the German
: cars. Behind him, Raikkonen took advantage
: ofahydraulic problem for Ricciardo to
: claim fourth place, which couldn’t prevent the
: Red Bull driver taking fourth place in the
: drivers’ championship.
Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)
: 2 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
3 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)
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INTERVIEW: NMONGER

BILLY MONGER:
AN INSPIRATION

Monger's story has
touched countless fans

|H
*#Forzasiyy, |

We dre a

1

Thousands took part
in Thruxton trackwalk

How the teenager is plotting acomeback after one of 2017’s worst moments. By Stephen Lickorish

nspirational. Itisa word
thathasbeenusedalotin
connection with Billy
Monger this year—and
rightly so. Butitis
something that Monger
himself, in anincredibly
modest way, struggles to see.

“Everyone keeps saying that word to
me, thatI’'m aninspiration, butit’s
difficultto getmy head around,” he says.
“Goingfroma17-year-old kid just doing
normal things and goingracingat
weekends, inaspaceof lessthan a year,
somuchhaschanged.”

Heis, of course, referring to the horrific
crash at Donington Park this April that
changed hislifeforever. There was
nothing particularly out of the ordinary
for the third British Formula4race of the
Donington weekend —-apartfrom the sight
of Jamie Caroline at therear of thefield,
perhaps. There was certainly no
suggestion that the worst single-seater
crashin Britain for many years was
abouttooccur.

It waslapfour. Monger was towards the
back of the pack but was only just behind
the gaggle of five carsinfront. Coming
through the fastleft-hander at Schwantz
Curve, the pack cameacross the
stationary Carlin car of Patrik Pasmaon
theracingline. The carsin front of
Monger alljinked out of the way at thelast
minute but Monger was completely
unsighted and ploughed into therear of
Pasma. There wasnothinghe could’ve
donetoavoid the Finn.

“Iwasawake after the crash for about 45
minutes and was seeingall the doctors,”
recalls Monger. “Pretty much
straightaway I knew the crash was bad
but thefirst few minutesIfelt OK because
theadrenalinekickedin.”

For Monger’s teamboss at the JHR
Developments squad he competed for,
Steve Hunter, it wasanightmare
scenario. “Sheer devastation” ishow
Hunterrecallsthat time. Monger wasin
histhird season with the JHR squad after
progressing with the team out of Ginetta
Juniorand into F4. He wasaregular
frontrunnerin the Ginetta category and
cameagonisingly close to hismaiden
single-seater win at Rockinghamin 2016
when sufferingatechnical issue on the
finallap cost him dear. Hunter had taken
Monger “under my wing” during those
seasons and was good friends with him.
“Itquestions your conviction in
motorsport,” Hunter says of histhoughts
afterthe crash.

While Pasma was taken to hospital for
precautionary checks (he was later
released without any serious injuries), it
took medics nearly two hourstoextract
Monger from his car. After beingairlifted
tohospital, doctors had nochoice butto
amputate both of hislegs—one above and
onebelow the knee.

“BecauseIwasin the carand awake, I
knew thatit was bad sol knew there was
damage donebutIdidn’tknow Iwas
goingtolosebothmylegs—thatwasa
shock,” admits Monger.

Buthe got over that remarkably quickly
and hisattentionimmediately turned to
makingaracereturn.

“My team was there and I wasjust
askingthem ‘do you think it’s doable?”
says Monger. “They were all supportive.”
Hunter, who stayed at Monger’s sidein
hospital along with hisfamily and
number one mechanic, wasinno doubt
thathe wanted toreturn.

“There was certainly noquestion he
wouldn’t [returntoracing],” says Hunter.
“Inever saw anegative atany point,
which amazes me that someone can be so
resilientin thatsituation. The way he
looked atit was straightforward-‘canI
getbackinaracecar? Yes,solet’scarryon
doing what we were doing’.
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“I’'vejust been amazed that somebody
canbeas positive with what mustbe an
exceptionally traumaticsituation tobein.
Idon’tthink anyone else would’ve reacted
inthat way.I know it’sabit of a cliche that
heisaninspiration, buthe genuinelyis.”

It wasat thispoint that Monger began to
realise justhow much his story had
touched the nation-andnotjustthe
motorsportcommunity. The crash was
headline TV news and a Justgiving page
set-up by Hunter and former JHR racer
and British Touring Car star Tom Ingram
raised over £750,000 to help support
Monger’srecovery in just amatter of
days. There was an outpouring of
emotionrightfrom F1 champion Lewis
Hamilton to youngfans donating their
pocket money to help.

“The support was a bit overwhelming—
it was awesome,” says Monger. “Ididn’t
imagineIwould get that kind of support.”

Thatlevel of support was evidentatthe
next F4round at Thruxton. While Monger
had only just been released from hospital
and couldn’t be there himself, a walk of
the Hampshire track was attended by
thousands and raised over £7,000. And to
capit off, Monger’s close friend
Carolinemade British F4 history by
winningall threeraces and dedicated his
triumphs to Monger.

Monger wasthenabletoattendthe
following round at Oulton Park. “The first
thinghe wanted to do at Oulton was the
data with Manuel [Sulaiman, JHR’s other
British F4 driver]!” says Hunter. “And it
was the same with Harry [Dyson] when
hejoined [the F4team laterin the year].”

Butalready Monger was preparing for
hisracing comeback and hisfirst task
wasregaininghisracelicence. Hisfirst
runbackinacarcameat Brands Hatchin
July in Fun Cup machinery with the
Team BRIT squad -the team that helps
injured servicemen, and now civilians as
well, torace.

“Eleven weeks after the crash wasmy
firsttimein the Fun Cup car and that
really helped,” says Monger. “It was a big
stepforward for me as, one thatIcould get
my licence back, and two thatI was
competitive really early on that first day.
It was good for me to see and show I hadn’t
lost my passion.”

AtLeMansthis year,Monger was
announced asthefirstdriver as partof
quadruple amputee Frederic Sausset’s
academy for disabled drivers that would
work towards a 24 Hours outing. Butthe
thought of returning to single-seaters
wasstillin hismind.

“Theplaninitially was we thought we
should maybe make the transition [into
tin-tops]like Alex Zanardi did [the Italian

Monger won the President’s Award at the recent FIA Prize Giving Gala, one of anumber of awards he has collected

moved away from single-seatersinto
touring cars afterlosing both of hislegsin
a2001 Champ Car crash atthe
Lausitzring],” Monger explains. “That
was ourinitial thought, butIasked the
question ‘hasanyoneraced a single-
seater before like me?’ Idon’tthink
anyone hasraced a single-seater after a
crashlikemine.”

However, there was amajor barrier to
Monger achieving this—and it wasn’t just
whether he was physically abletoracea
single-seater. The FIA had arulein place
stating that disabled drivers cannot
competein single-seater categories.
Upon hearingthis, Monger decided to
fighttogetitchanged.

“If Icould change this one rule then
maybe it was possible [to make a single-
seater comeback],” he says. And with
the supportof the MSA, he wasabletodo
justthat.

“Igotthe confirmation earlier this
month and that wasreally good to get that
sorted quite early onas well,” says
Monger. “Changingany rule of any form
of sport takes time so we were hoping that
itwould beready for the start of next year.
Itwasareal boost. I'm hopingtohave my
firsttestin January and after that see how
itgoes.I'vegotaseriesinmindandI'm
working withateam.”

Sofar Monger has completed extensive
runsinasimulator to prepare for his
comeback and heaimstoget outinthecar
before committingto a seriesjust tomake
sure he would be competitive.

Andif thatracingreturnmeanshe
headsback tothe scene of theaccident at
Donington Park, hedoesn’'t view that as
any problematall.

“Idon’tsee Donington Park as beingmy
enemy,” Monger states. “The track had
nothingtodo withit, it was just
unfortunate thatit wasonthat track. It
could’ve happened anywhere—any
circuit, on any corner.”

Thefactthat Monger has even got to this
pointisareal testamentto his character
and determination. “He certainlyisa
character thatlifts people around him
and not only himself,” says Hunter. “My
thoughts of what we would doasateam
certainly changed as Billy improved.”

“lI was awake

after the crash
for 45 B
minutes”

"'-__.
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Oneshiningexample of that
determination came at Brands Hatch
earlier this year when Monger completed
awalk of the pitlane—using prosthetic
limbs—for charity. Learning to walk
againisjustone of the challengesthathe
hasfaced since hisaccidentand he says
hisrecoveryisstill ongoing.

“I'mstilllearning—-it’salongprocess
with what happened tome,” Monger says.
“I'mlearning somethingnew every day.”

Hereflects, unsurprisingly, that 2017
hasbeena “strange” year. “It’s difficult to
sumupayearlikethis,” hesays. “The
firstround-and-a-half of F'4 was good
and it waslooking promisingforatleasta
topthreein the championship-it
might’ve been higher but younever know.
Butthenitall gotspunonitshead andit
wasallaboutrecovery.

“In Aprill wasjusta17-year-old trying
tomake a career out of motorsport. Ifeel I
haven’treally done much but people have
aview of measaninspirationandit’s
really nice to have their support.

“I’'vehad alot of messages from people
sayingI'veinspired their kids—beingable
tohave animpact on someoneelse’slifeis
pretty weird.”

Thatistypical of Monger’s modesty. He
may feel he hasnot done much since his
crashbutothers certainly donot feel the
same way. He has picked up anumber of
prestigious gongsinrecent weeks,
including the President’s Award at the
FIA’s Prize Giving Ceremony and being
nominated for the Laureus World Sports
Best SportingMoment Award. Hunter
saysitisrightthat Mongeris getting
recognised for what he’sdone: “The
accoladeshe’s gettingat present couldn’t
be given to someone more deserving.”

Mongeris quick toacknowledge that his
accidenthas opened up new
opportunities for him and massively
raised his profile. Butheis well aware that
attention has some downsides too.

“Thenegative of it would beitadds
pressure as everyone knows who you
are,” heexplains. “ButIviewitas good
pressure because everyone wants meto
dowell. Attheend of the day they are more
concerned thatI'menjoyingwhatIdo.”

There will certainly be no shortage of
fans wishing him well for 2018. The way
hehasbecomeahouseholdname-and
notjustforthe crashitself, but forthe
way this down-to-earth and incredibly
likeable guy hasresponded toit-has
made sure of that.

AndHunteris certain thathis protege
can still have a successful racing career.
“His way of beingis rubbing off on people
around him all thetime,” he says. “Heis
destined for some great things.” B
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Monger and Kubica: Two drivers attempting to defy their injuries
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Eagerness to see VW’s newH5 presented our man w:th amission. By l]a vnl Evans

| The prize at the _
| end of the journey -

-h-'

Photos: Colin Clark

or Britney
Spears, Lindsay
Lohanand
Hugh Grant
read Pontus
Tidemand,
Richard Browne
and Gerard Jande Jongh. Three
of thosefolk have spent much
of their adultlives dodgingthe
pressand beinghounded by
paparazzi. The other three
were hounded by Motorsport
Newsforonedayin Wales
earlier thismonth.

Not for us the thrill of the chase
through the back streets of Notting
Hill. Not for us careering through
LA, hanging off the back of amoped,
weighed down by 600 millimetres of
Canon’sfinest. No, we were doing
thisjob properly.InaRange Rover.
Well, if you're goingto getlostin
themiddle of Wales, youmightas
welldoitina car which offersyoua
massage—inall four seats—andthe
chance to watch Homes Under the
Hammer ontop of amountain.

And ‘we’ aremyself (obviously),
MN columnist Colin Clark and
Steve Jones (aka @rallyingUK).
Between the three of us, wehavea
vast knowledge of Wales, itslanes,
itsbackroads, rally roads and access

Finally spotted:The VW set-up

roads.I’d even brought with me four
OSmaps(124,125,135and 136), safe
intheknowledge that Volkswagen
Motorsportanditsnew R5had been
spied headingintomid-Wales.

Once the team was in position, we
were confident our network of
sources would offer detailed intel on
wheretofind them. Given thatit was
stilldark and we’d been on theroad
into Wales for hours already, priority
was given to breakfast. Normal
people would have feared thelack
of Golden Arches or an absence of
Starbucks offering a cup of teaand
bacon sarnie. Not us. After years of
followingrallies around this part of
the world at ungodly hours, each of
ushasanin-built cafe tracker with
rally refreshments on tap.

So, to Mallwyd and the greasy
spoon attached to thefilling station.
Great sausages, but usually a bit
toomuch butter onthe bread. But
nomatter. Darkness.

What.

Notasoulabout.

Nobother. BrigandsInn, just
around the corner. Lights on, nobody
athome.

OK...Upthe A470toDinas,
Buckley Arms?

Nope.

Phones were beeping. Spotted,

trucksin, north of Corrisreckonedto
be somewhere around Aberllefenni,
west of Aberangell and south of the
north end of the woods. In short,
somewhere in Dyfi. That’s the 6000
hectare forest of Dyfi.

Now thereal dilemma: if we chased
the picture, we wouldn’t be eating for
hours. Volkswagen had madeit clear
this was a private test, soevenif we
found them, they would be offering
more hostility than sustenance.
Infairness, there wasnodilemma.
We would starve for the good of
feeding Twitter.

Yeah, right.

We turned south and headed tothe
classicrally town of Machynlleth,
where the famous clock tower
refused tomakeit get to 0800hrs any
quicker. Inthe end, Clark stepped
from the Rangie and headed for the
Maglona Cafe. He’d seen thelights
goingon.

Thelovely ladies took pity, fired up
theburnersearly and shippedusa
couple of sausage and bacon
sandwiches early. Greatform.

Anotherbeepand 124789107. The
1:50000 of Dolgellau and surrounding
area wasretrieved and themap
reference traced to the junction
opposite the start of the Gartheiniog
stage. Happy days. So, to Corris. And

Evans and his chums shuttled their way deep into the Welsh forests

Volkswagen’s test sessio

n is out there — somewhere

Corrisdressed for Christmas. That
wasafirst with Rally GB’sdatefalling
earlier and earlier into the season.

We crawled the last half mile
towards thejunction, windows down,
ears cocked for the sound of a Polo
GTIR5beingfiredintolife. Nothing.
And there were possibilities in just
aboutevery direction.

“They’re bound to use partof the
Rally GBstage,” Ireckoned. “They
could trace that off the onboards and
getacomparison timefor their car.”

Noise. Generators. And, more
importantly, asign. ‘Nospectators.’
Evenmoreimportantanarrow.

We werein. Nosingthe Rangie
through the woods, a couple of miles
inwerounded acorner toseethe
glorious sight of a VW-branded
truck. Andamaninahat walking
towards us. Fortunately, we knew
him. It was Pirelli Rally man Brian
Kinghorn. We told him we were
expected. He went to check.

Infairness, we were expected, but
we weren’t expecting to be welcomed.

Jan came outtomeet us,notlooking
tooimpressed. More of the same
from Browne.

“Youtakenopicturesaround here,”
saysdJan.

“There’sareally interesting place
towatch about 800 metres up there,”
adds Browne, “but you’d better go
now -the car will be out shortly.”

And wefell forit. Some way past the
800 metres, Browne’s devious plan
made sense. They’d probably taken

the car onanotherroad. Justaswe
were startingto curse, our walk
guided usintoalong, fastleft,
brakingintoahairpin. And, even
better, the car was coming.

“Who’sdriving?” said Jones. “Geta
goodlookinside...”

Standingontheinside, I wassure
there was no way the water running
through the apex wouldreach me.
How wrongcan yoube? With water
dripping off my nose, Itriedto
remember what my jobhad been.

“Well?” called Clark, “who wasit?”
My reply required only half the
number of words he’d offered. Back
downtheroad, Clark and Jones
filmed and clicked while Ilooked
andlearned.

“Hewastall...” Isaid.

Marcus Gronholm? Hmm, don’t
think so.

Nexttimethrough...

“Tidemand!It’s Pontus.”

Moreclicking.

Gotcha. Back tothe Rangie for
amass upload followed by the
inevitable social media frenzy.
Momentarily, Ialmost forgot
aboutthemudinmy ear.

Laptops fired up, pictures
downloaded and...

Noservice. Nosignal. Nota G, let
alone three or fourin sight.

Sodit. We went back, turned the
cameras off and chewed the fat with
Pontus, Jan and Richard. Paparazzi
wasn’treally for us. We'rerally fans.
Andanyway,lunch wason...l
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ULTIMIATE CHALLENGE: LE JOG

Motorsport guru signs up for his toughest test. By Tony Jardine

Jardine is bag-piped home

hink endurance,
stamina, skilland
will power. Pair
adriver witha
trueroadrally
navigator,inan
historicclassic
rally car and send them 1500 miles
from Land’s End to John O’Groats
—thehard way. Theninclude
endlessregularities and speed
testsalongtheroute overfour days
and threenights. These arethe
ingredientsthatmakeupLeJog;
Europe’stoughest classic carrally.
Ithasestablished thisreputation
over23years, attracting
competitorsfromaround the globe
and asfaras Australiaand the US.

Encouraged by 2016 Classic Road
Rally champion Steve Entwistle, helped
by KevHaworth of HERO events PR,
my entry was blessed by commercial
director Brian Whyte and MD Patrick
Burke. My chancetojumpin atthe deep
end came sooner thanIthought. Here
arediary chunks of what turned outto
beavery pleasantnightmare.

November 2

Arrivedat HERO HQ in Margam,
South Wales. My weapon of choice?
A1972BMW 1602 from the HERO
Arrive and Drivefleet. Manager Mark
O’Donnell suggested the BMW was the
way forward, offering more comfort
than their Alfa Romeos, Triumph TRs
or Porsche911s;ideal for such a tough
endurance event. Championrally
driver Seren Whyte helped with my
acclimatisation. AsaformerLeJog
class winnerIlistened to her advice:
“sleepand eat when you can, keep
hydrated. Noenergy drinks. If you
don’t,” she warned, “thelast20hours
onthe hoof can cause hallucination.”

November 23

I've only met my navigator Nick Cooper
once, sotime to get some serious
traininginformyfirstever Le Jog
classiccarrally. NoBMW yet. It’'s with
Dave Smith at Maulden Motors for prep

The finish: sense of achievement

JARDINE'S

00-MILE CLASSIGC MARATHON

afterits RACRally of the Tests outing.
Charles Colton, champion driver
Howard Warren’s business partner,
generously stepped inand lentus
hisrally Porsche 911! Afteran
afternoonin the tight Welsh lanes,
pretendingto be Vic Elford, we gave
itback, spattered in mud.

December?

Training hard;longer runs; carbing up
then gatheringtools; checkingmedical
supplies, thermals and snow shovel -
theforecastisdire. Penzance bound,
Ijumped onatrain and then taxied
toLand’s Endin timeto get the carto
late scrutineering with Nick. Saw the
famous John O’Groats sign-itdidn’t
include the words “the hard way”!
Can’tsleep through the excitement and
creaking ‘Old SuccessInn’sign asit
swingsaway in the wind —allnight. No
sign of Poldark.

December8

Ariseearly tothe sound of whistling
winds. Peering through the window
Iseegiant Atlanticseahorseslashing
Sennen Cove. Never have I watched
BBC weather reports sointently.

The UK is covered by snow symbols
and severe weather warnings—mostly
alongourroute.

Nick Cooperhasa full day of training
and car prep planned, so we start with
the measured mile six times to ensure
all histripmeters, timers and clocks
aretunedin.

“Where are you, the paperwork is
issued...” readsatextfrom HERO
communications chief Haworth.
Rushingback to Land’s End HQ thereis
now afabulous line-up of historicrally
cars with the craggy southerly tip of UK
astheir spectacular backdrop.

Nick has tried hard with ‘Regularity
Rookie’ TJ today, but now he hasfive
hoursof route plotting, map marking
andregsto gothrough. The hotel
loungeisburstingat the seams with
60navigators from around the world
all attables doing the same thing.
Pencil cases, highlighters and rubbers
strewn amongst the empty coffee pots;
itresembles an A-level exam room for
mature students.

Ileave Nick toitand head outtothe
BMW, spending three hoursin biting
winds practicing wheel changes,
fitting Camelbak water packs and
packingthe car with spare parts,
snow shovels and food.

The worstjobislayingoutthe
snow chains, trying to work out how
the spaghetti of chainlinkstogether,
without wrapping themselves

| aroundtheaxle.

Le Jog event has a
punishing schedule

December9

Rough night with little sleep, as
high winds produced a cacophony
of howling wind and rain hitting
the windows like tracer bullets.
Doesn’t seem to have bothered
M-Sport’sIain Tullie, who also
stayed at Cape Cornwall.

Today isthe start of Le Jog. Nerves
arejangling, but Nick assures me I will
settle after the openingtest around the
slippery headland path. And blimey
it’s slippery —-the 1970s non-power
steeringisareal haul at slow speed.
It’sahard pull, but the car responds.

A second test, as Nick shouts more
instructions. I’'mtryingtoo hard:
“It’snot the quickest way. Calm down;
try todrive it smoothly,” says my
seasoned navigator. Classicrookie
errorsinmy firstevent.IwishI'd
done some autotesting!

We push ontothe nextroadsection,
headingto the first major regularity
over Bodmin Moor, mindful of HERO
Competitions boss Guy Woodcock’s
words. As adriver, navigator and top
organiser, heisrevered —soIlisten.
“Obey all the speed limits, but keep
pushingon.It’s easy tofall behind
schedule -then you’ll have to miss

sections.” It’srelentless. Words of
encouragement come from multiple
Le Jog gold medal winner Andy
Lane, who tells me to keep it going:
“hitall the controls and you could
be onforamedal.”

Over amaze of Bodminroads
I'mtryingto keep to different average
speeds, as Nick calls them. He is
navigating off the map, keepinga
track of time and speed all at once.
It’'samazing to watch but harder to
keep up with, as you try to hithidden
controls on the second. Ifall short.
I'mfrustrated. Things get fiery
and we’re shouting at each other!
Gottocalm down.

Aswe pullinto Exeter Race Course
for a control and food stop experienced
navigator Andy Ballantyne asks Nick
if he made the awkward controlin the
farmyard after the regularity? No, we
hadn’tread down through the last
detailed instructions. Control missed
already, gutted. Worse followed for
Andy and driver Mike Tanswell, as
their gearbox broke. They were out.

Two tests around the Exeter course
allowed us to flingthe BMW about;
confidenceis buildingand we’re
feeling better. But we’re back on the

road again, chasing off to the Severn
Bridge crossings.

Intofreezing Wales, real rally
country-narrow lanes, packed with
iceand snow, with steep climbsto try
and scrabble up. We survive two
moreregularities in the dark then
intoarest halt near Abergavenny.
Thenavigatorsare all plottingand
planningagain. They never stop. The
nextlot of instructions have tobe
interpreted. Outside, the hero sweeper
crews are fettling cars. We’velosta
few, including the lovely 1968 Triumph
2000 of Tony Sheach and Rachel
Wakefield. A Porsche 356B has slid
ontheiceintoBill Cleyndert and Dan
Harrison’s Morris Mini Cooper S, but
they’re able to carry on. Eventually
though, the Porsche has toretire.

December 10

It’s0100hrs and we are deeperinto
Wales with anincredible TC section
aboutto startin the Clwydian Ranges.
Instead of timing to the second, as by
day, wearetotheminute. It’sfrenetic.
Weareall ontheedge,justtryingto
cope with the conditions, losingtime as
theroadisblocked with slitheringrally
cars. Fiveare caught at the bottom of a
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Jardine had a lot
to learn on Le Jog

section, asthe Minisin front can’t
makethe steep hill. We catch, orare
caught,asall crewstrytostay ‘on
time’. Tomas de Vargas Machuca,
inhis911,leads the way pastthe
blockage toa control. We try tofollow
theflamboyant driver fish-tailing
his911inahaze of snow dust; his
navigator Ali Proctor missesthe
uphillleft and we are through. Now
on thetail of Mark Godfrey and
Martyn Taylor’s MGB they glance
the snow bank—thenIdothe same.

Itwasanepiclongnight’srallying
Iwill never forget. Poor Nick’s trip
keptfreezing, sohehad tomakeall
thetime and speed calculationsin his
head. Hugerespect. Our average speed
isonly around 29mph, but with next to
nogripeveryone hastouseall their
skillsjusttomakeit through.

By 0345hrs we arein Chesterto
try and grab somesleep.

Wishful thinking.

Morningbringslots more snow...
andit’sstill snowing. We have todig
toclearthe carand push onto thefirst
test. Entwistle is waiting, having
bunked off work to advise the rookie
and then watch. We don’tlet him
down, for once, but I'still get

0203 405 8110

disorientated, spinningout of one
turnlookingfor the next marker.

Therestof themorningisan
encounter with the Yorkshire Moors.
Lookingfor all the world like anicy
scenefrom Wuthering Heights, the
roads arelike glass. One controlis
blocked by acombination of German
photographersand astranded
minibus. We thread through, then
the 911 which was also blocked, both
try toplay catch up, slip slidin’ away,
but the downhill sections prove
difficult. Incredible adrenalin-
pumpingstuff as you wait for the
cartosteer or stopdrifting.

If the TC sectionin Wales was my
highlight for total excitement, the
nextregularity past Ingletonand
Ribblehead Viaduct was the scariest.

The section climbed up the side of a
mountain and down the other. Some
couldn’t get their carsto climb, butthe
sheetice on the way down-with huge
drops on theleft—genuinely kept you
cautious, as even cadenced braking
couldn’talways slow the car. You feel
youarelosing control, but nobody did.
Aseverinrallying, experience counts
andlow average speeds help keep
Historicand Classic carrallying safer.
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Decemberll

We makeitto Peebles, Scotland, in
the early hours. The lack of sleep
isstartingto takeits toll. Guy
Woodcock and hisdeputy Dan
Pidgeon havenosleepatall as
they work overtime to beat the
deteriorating conditions, rerouting
and shorteningregularities as
required. They manage tokeepa
good half of the 80-milelong Loch
Ness Monster regularity, with at
least six controlsinit. Amazing
how they preserved some of this
huge challenge.

December 12
Three moreregularities through
Lowlands and Highlands. Past Loch
Tay;anincredible beautiful road
section past Loch Lomond and into
Aviemore for a couple of hours sleep.
Werestartat0150hrs and drive
through the night up the East coast.
More competitive sections —one, axle
deep in snow, was an absolute blast.
By 0600hrs TuesdayIstarttonoda
bit. My brilliant navigator Nick has
me singing Christmas Carolsto stay
awake for the final push. Wearrive at
John O’Groats early afternoon, asthe

The BMW 1602
didn’t miss a beat

wonderful pipers strike up. We are
elated we have made it. Better still,
atLe Jogprize-givingin Wick we
areawarded the class winand a
coveted medal each —the bronze.

There are no overall positions but
Andy Lane worked out we were
inside the top 10. Nick was incredibly
patient with “TJ the Rookie’, trying
tolearntheartof regularity rallying
as we went. The sweeper crews
and marshals were unbelievable,
as were the entire HERO team.

Whatan event.

Attheprize-giving, I hailed the
internationality of this awesome
event, telling the German, Swiss,
Dutch, French, Italian, Belgian,
American, Australian and British
competitors that, asan ‘outsider’
lookingin, thereis somuch moreto
thisincredible event.

Thave genuine new-found respect
for the skills of the drivers and
navigatorsin this branch of
motorsport competition.

Thave competedin seven Arctic
Rallies, worked on 10 Camel Trophies
and two Dakars; but thishas been the
toughest for me yet. Here’stothe
24th Le JogDecember 2018. |

49 NNK

There are a w1de select1on of cars

Nick Cooper was the map expert

Our man T] had to tread carefully
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ROUND 1: GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

1 How many different
drivers led the points
during this year's World
Rally Championship?

2Thisyear's

British Touring Car
Championship featured
13 different race winners,
but which driver scored
the highest number of
pole positions from
qualifying sessions?

3 Lewis Hamilton picked
afight with Nico Prost on
social media earlier this
year after posting a video
of him crashing with Nick
Heidfeld during a Formula
Erace. Butwhat was
wrong with the video?

4 The Silverstone Classic
willbe how many years
oldin2018?

5 Whoisthe only
American driver ever
to win the Formula
Ford Festival?

6 Jenson Button finally
bowed out of Formula 1
this year. His 136 race
starts for McLaren ranks
him second in the team’s
all-time appearance list.
But who is first?

7 Football manager
Andre Villas-Boas made
headlines by entering
next year's Dakar Rally.
But which team did he
quit managing to do so?

8 What denied Toro
Rosso new boy Pierre
Gasly the chance of
winning this year's
Japanese Super
Formulatitle at Suzuka?

9 Which current WRC
driver gave his friend a
spinonthe Raven's
Rock Rallyin June?

10 Whowonthe R.A.C.
Rally, which was back
with a monster new route
in November?

Hamilton’s tweet got him in a bit of bother

ROUND 2: MULTIPLE CHOICE

1 Sebastien Ogier's deal
to join M-Sport wasn't
completed long before
the start of the 2017
Monte Carlo Rally. But
how many days were
there between him
signing and his first event
ina Fiesta WRC?

A)20 B)39 C)52

2 Valtteri Bottas took

his first three Formula 1
Grand Prix victories this
year with the Mercedes
team. But at which round
did he score his first pole
position?

A) Bahrain

B) Russia

C) Canada

3 Aston Martin factory
driver Jonathan Adam this
year became the most
successful GT3 racerin
British GT Championship
history. Buthow many
British GT3 wins has he
recorded?

A)8 B)12 C)16

4 Ash Sutton secured a
stunning maiden British
Touring Car
Championship title for
Subaru this year. But
where did he secure his
first win of the campaign?
A) Brands Hatch

B) Thruxton

C) Oulton Park

5 Kris Meeke celebrated
his fourth and fifth World
Rally Championship
victories in Mexico

and Spain respectively
this year. But how

many career WRC
stage wins does he
have so far?

A)26 B)42 C)70

6 Thisyear's FIA

World Endurance
Championship featured
atight fight between
Porsche and Toyota.
But how many different
driver combinations
wonraces?

A)2 B)3 0)4

Photos: LAT, Martin Walsh, mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Jonny Adam made GT3 history in Britain

BIG CHR VIAS CROSSWORD

Across

1Jack___,thisyear's National Ministox champion (5)

15

2 Skoda Motorsport's CzechrallystarJan__ (7)

3Mike___, Toyota's British LMP1 racer (6)

4 Mallory Park’s famous Boxing Day meeting (4, 7)

5__ Motorsport, winning team at this year's Nurburgring 24 Hours (4)
6 Which new series ran a 24-hour race at Spa for French city cars (2,9)
7 The new Proton Iriz R5 scored a podium on its competition debut at
this stagerrally (6, 6)

8 Base town for this year's Roger Albert Clark Rally (10)

9 Parfitt, British GT champion (4)

10 ORECA's new R4 rally test mule was built on this Toyota (5)
11Chris____,became athree-time Hot Rod World champion this year
®)

12 Circuit where the PSRX Volkswagen Polo wonits first FIA World
Rallycross round (6)

Down

13 Formula 2 champion Charles____ (7)

14 Country where Toyota scored its comeback WRC victory (6)

15 Alex__, Spanish GP3 and Formula 2 racer (5)

16 Popular venue for BiSCAF1 (5, 4)

17 Former address of Wimbledon Stadium, which closed back

inMarch (6, 4)

18___,  driverwho splitwith the MG BTCC team after Thruxton, (6,5)
19 Nathan , this year's British RallyX champion (9)

20 British racing marque TVR's comeback model (8)

21 Rally GB Stage won twice by Elfyn Evans (7)

22 Toyota's new WRC signing, Ott___ (5)
23Thomas____,Frenchdriver of the LMP2-winning

ORECA atLeMans(7)

24 British Rally champion Keith Cronin took his first win of the year here (5)
25 Sebastian Vettel's nickname for his Ferrari this year (4)

Foranswers, see page 15

CARTOON CAPTION COMPETITION

Justforfun. The bestanswers willbe
printedin January 11. Captionsto
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

Email your captions

to mike.stokoe @
motorsport-news.co.uk
and the best ones will
be published in our
January 11 issue.

Mike Stokoe's favourite
will also receive the
cartoon with their

own captionina

frame as a prize.

| . _ 4
Picone:Fernando Alonso amuses the crowd atFl Pictwo:Columnist Colin Clark
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MN’s resident medium predicts what may be on the cards for 2018. By Chris Tylball

Wheel makes a
bid for freedom...

January

After adisappointing run during
testing for new signing Sergey
Sirotkin, the Williams team begins
to wonder if it’s made a mistake by
passing on Robert Kubica for this
season. The team opts to hold its
faith in the well-funded Moscow
driver with Paddy Lowe insisting:
“We won’t be Russian into a decision
pre-season, and it’s not about how
rich thedriveris...”

Kris Meeke dominates the Monte

Carlo Rally for Citroen, winningevery
single stage to take thelead in the world
championship. However, ashe steps
from the podium, he slipsand fallsinto
Citroen top brass, whoare theretomark
his win, spilling their champagne. Meeke
isbenched for the next round, Rally
Sweden. Craig Breen finishesfourth.

February

Eddie Hearn enters the fray to take
over the British Grand Prix contract
from the BRDC. He proposes to take
the event to Madison Square Garden
in New York. His plans are rejected
by Liberty Media.

F1’snew bosses, Liberty Media,
announce araft of new sponsorship
deals designed to “reflect F1’s growing
appealin America and tosharethe
distinct American heritage with the
races of the world”. Many races will also
feature new off-track contests between
thedriversin thefanzones, featuring
classic American pastimes.

Marxch

Meeke smashes the opposition on his
return tothe WRC, Rally Mexico. He
even has time to slide off theroad,
pass through a fast food drive
through restaurant, regain the road

Y/,

and still claim the glory. However,
Citroen bosses are not amused
when they receive an unpaid bill for
adiet coke and a burger, which the
Northern Irishman had collected on
his unexpected detour. He is stood
down for the following round of the
championship, Rally France. Breen
finishes fourth.

The season-opening Australian Grand
Prixisrelabelled the ‘Gatorade Rumble
Down Under’ asthefirst of Liberty’s big-
money sponsorship deals. Theraceis
alsoaccompanied by a drivers’ chilli
cook-off. Sebastian Vettel throws away
his chances after he’sdisqualified for
knockingover Lewis Hamilton’s
crock-pot duringthe cool-down period.

April
British Touring Car Championship
driver Josh Cook, who was the first
racer for 15 years to be banned for
aroundin 2017, is prevented from
taking partin the opening meeting at
Brands Hatch for apparently calling
and saying “well done” to his former
team-mate and friend Ash Sutton

for winning the crown.

Onhis WRC comeback on Rally
Argentina, Meekeisonce again the
pacemanin his Citroen. However, ashe
emergesfromthe carto celebrate his
win, he treads on the toe of FIA president
Jean Todt. Citroen is very embarrassed
and decides to withdraw Meeke’s entry
on thenextround of the championship,
Rally Argentina. Breenfinishes fourth.

Barry Hearn enters the conversation
totake over the British Grand

Prix contract. He wants to move

it tothe Crucible in Sheffield.
Despite garnering support from
former British F3 champion

He’s hare today, gone tomorrow,at Donington Park

Marc Hynes, the move is rejected.

TheBahrain Grand Prixisrenamed the
‘Desert Ding-Dong in association with
Bubba Gump’ and each driver takes part
inaline-dancing contest. Vettel gets
ejected after stamping on Hamilton’s toe
mid-way through Cotton Eye Joe.

After adisappointing second race
with Sirotkin, Williams parts ways
with the Russian driver. In its search
for a capable replacement, Kubica
tests for the team, but it eventually
settles on Microsoft founder Bill
Gates instead. “This has opened real
Windows of opportunity for me,”
says Gates...

May

Verstappen collectsa win duringthe
Spanish GP, profiting when hisrivals
implodeat thefirst corner. “Whatare
these guys doing?” reports Max on
the pits-to-carradio.

Meeke is back on form on Rally
Portugal, claiming an easy victory in
his Citroen. The Dunganon man is so
pleased he throws his trophy in the
air. However, as it lands, it knocks
into assembled members of the
stage-end media. Citroen takes a

dim view, and bars him from
competing on Rally Italy, the next
round. Breen finishes fourth.

The 89th Monaco Grand Prix becomes
the ‘Harbour Dash powered by Burger
King’. Alldriversareinvited to take
partinan Americas Cup-style
miniatureremote control yachtrace
through the marina. Vettel finisheslast
after attempting to broadside Hamilton’s
vessel and instead harpoons both Kimi
Raikkonenand Verstappen on therunto
turnone.
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Marshals make the racing line obvious at Cadwell Park

After another disappointing race
for Bill Gates, who seems too
distracted upgrading the team’s IT
systems, Williams terminates his
contract. Kubicais called up to test,
but the team eventually signs
online shopping magnate Jeff
Bezos. “It’s unbelievable to get this
chance, truly Amazon,” he says.

June

Verstappen wins the Canadian GP
when Raikkonen’s Ferrari, Vettel

and Hamilton shuntat Turn1.“I
remember whenIgot myfirst Flride,”
laughs Verstappen on the radio.

At Croft’s BTCCround, Cookisin
hot water again. He and Sutton
were spotted in Darlington ahead of
the event going for a curry together.
“He only had a Korma,” says series
director Alan Gow. He is cited for
bringing the championship into
disrepute and banned again.

Thereturning French Grand Prix gets
areworkingtobecome ‘Le granderace
delaFrancais,avec Walmart’. The
drivers’activity isatraditional game of
American Football. Sadly thematchis

abandoned when Vettel bodychecks
Hamilton during the national anthem.

Jul

The British Grand Prix secures a
renewed deal to stage the race until
2028, but only on the condition it
goes under the name of ‘The Big
Battle of Britaiiin, brought to you
by Starbucks’. All drivers compete
in a baseball match on the Stowe
Circuit. Vettel’s team is docked
points after several foul balls

are pitched toward batsman
Hamilton’s groin.

With Bezos still failingto cut the
mustard-and repeatedly luring
theteam to part withits budget with
tempting daily deals and free delivery —
Williams seversits ties. Kubicais spied
testingthe FW41behind closed doors,
but the team instead announces social
media guru Mark Zuckerberg will
drive. “Thisisthebestfriend request
ever,” hesays...

Meeke is unstoppable on Rally
Finland, dominating the event. He
finishes five minutes ahead of the
rest. However, during the post-rally

orteis

Kubicais back to rallying after failing to secure aWilliams cone-tract

interview, he has to stop talking
because heisso emotional and
breaks down in tears. Citroen
bosses are appalled, and decide to
drop him for the next round, Rally
Germany. Breen finishes fourth.

August

Simon Cowell shows hisinterestin
holding the British Grand Prix at
Wembley Arena with Rak-Su driving.
Themoveisdismissed.

The Belgian GP becomes the THOP
Tour de Ardennes’ and drivers are
encouraged to go 10-pin bowling.
Vettel fails to win the game after
his ball suddenly veersrightinto
Hamilton’s lane.

English National Hot Rod points
leader Chris Haird gets hisresults
after decidingtoresithis GSCEs and
A-levels. Hepassed all with A*. “He
really is Mr Perfect,” says series boss
Deane Wood.

AtKnockhill, BTCC racers Cook
and Sutton enjoy around of
mini-golf together. Series boss
Gow is appalled. “It’snotaclubI
want Cook to be part of,” he says.
Cook is banned.

September

On Rally Turkey, noone can touch
Meeke, who wins easily. The Northern
Irishman steps from the car, clearly
delighted. However, Citroen bosses
areappalled when they hear news
that Meeke hasdrunk a Disaronno
miniaturefrom hisminibar. Heis
barred from the next round on Rally
GB. Breen finishesfourth.

TheItalian GPisrebranded as
‘Domino’s Day inil Parco’.

Photos: M&H Photography, Mick Walker, Jim Moir, Steve Jones

L P B LA Sl e
¥ The new Colin’s Crest award
® in the BRC was a total failure

o P e 1

Competitive eating is the order of
the day. Vettel is instantly favourite
on Tifosi turf, but forfeits when he
appears to deliberately sweep his
Stuffed Crust Mighty Meaty over
Hamilton’s lap.

Zuckerburgis sacked from Williams
for repeatedly poking Lance Stroll.
Williams’ search for areplacement
beginsagain. Kubicaistipped for the
seat, but the team favours an American
driver for F1’stour of the States, so
instead Donald Trump secures the
deal. “Iracethebest grand prixeses...
thebestever...everybody says so,”
heannounces.

After Sutton wins the BTCC again
at Brands Hatch, he celebrates with
his friend Cook by wearing a grid
girl outfit at 0200hrs. Gow is
apoplectic with rage: he wanted to

tryitonlater. Cook is banned again.

October

Meekereturnsfor Rally Spain andis
untouchable, clearly winning the
event. The Citroen manisdelighted
with his win, steps from the car and
does alittle dance. However, it goes
wrong and he slips over and breaks
hisankle. Heis forced tomiss thelast
round of the season in Australia.
Breen finishes fourth.

November

The Japanese GP benefits from the
new title of ‘Showdown in Little
Suzuka, sponsored by Benihana—
My Kitchenis your Table’. All
drivers take partin a Royal
Rumble-style wrestling contest.
Hamilton initially clears the

ring to win, but Vettel sneaks

up on him from behind with a
steel chair...

Verstappen wins the Brazilian GP after
escapinga first-corner shuntinvolving
most of the otherfrontrunners. “Ididn’t
realise Lidl were doing F1 Superlicences
now,” hesayson theradio.

Having been denied entry to Mexico
to contest the grand prix, and had
issues operating the steering wheel
with his small hands, Trump is
dropped by Williams. Kubica flies

to Mexico City, but buys a ticket to
watch Sir James Dyson take the race
seat. “I’'m determined not to suck at
this,” says Dyson.

The season-closing ‘Budweiser
Prohibition Brew race of Destiny’ —
formerly the AbuDhabi GP-features
acompetition between the drivers to
reenact one of the world’s most popular
TV sitcoms. The show is cancelled after
the pilot episode when it turns out Vettel
and Hamilton can’t be Friends.

Dyson finishes the season

without a point, leaving Williams
desperate for a better option for the
2019 season. The team tries to call
Kubica, but finds out he’s changed
hisnumber and gone back to
rallying...

Hamilton secures hisfifth Formula 1
world Drivers’ Championship after
Vettel’s on-track challenge falls apart
over the second half of the season. He
attends the FIA’s Prize Giving Gala
wearinga sequined tutu from Vivienne
Westwood’s autumn collection.

Decembeyr

Meeke wins the Autosport Award
as Rally Driver of the year. He gets
exceptionally drunk to celebrate,
and Citroen bans him from
attendingin 2019. Breen is sober. m
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www.kaylan.co.uk
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= L '\‘ The winning
formula in high

performance plastic...

than Kayka

DAV I
AUDEN

CIATES

INSURANCE BROKIRS

POLICIES FOR

v" COMPETITION CARS
v RALLY & RACE CARS
v" SERVICE VEHICLES

PHONE: 0161 440 7590
quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk

Authorised and re at by the Financi rvices Authorit

T: +44 (0)1274 590824 F: +44 (0)1274 531409

PERSPEX WINDOWS Vehicle S— Rebuild Timel...
Perspex or unbreakable polycarbonate. Tinted or S comprehensive range of Fast and Reliable Delivery of
clear. Slider units, mud flaps (5 cols), roof vents, WI rin g MO Al Wl - cd Pistons and Conrods

full thermo-forming service now available. modification or complete

>>>>>WORLDWIDE EXPORT <<<<<
AIREDALE RACE COMPONENTS

20 Layton Park Close, Rawdon, Leeds. LS19 6PJ

Tel: O113 250 9852

SIMPSON J;
Roce Exhaousts=s c,/""/
The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

Follow Us Like Us
twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

01753532222 || Simpson Exhausts

P rod u C'tS rewire to your vehicle

CARRILLO
Have the pistons you need, not %
= compromise CALL:(0)1462 684300
( » Cambridge sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

» x » Motorsport Parts 4 ,
Unit 5 Lacre Way, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 INR. www.carnbﬁ.dguﬂomr:portcum

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue DID

FABRICAGESE www.vehicleproducts.co.uk YOU KNOW?

Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

2 Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd

ROLLCAGE DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE . b

N T SRR Ful range of engine components for: 9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, Ilkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF. 75% of ouy readers ha‘ve
Tubular Steel Bending & Fabrication LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
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& 07801 749 888 f QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK

= fabricagebt@gmail.com

01509 412 317
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MARKETPLACE

é= MARDI GRAS
ALS and Launch Control Quaife 60G gearbox, s 77 MOTORSPORT

Atlas axle fully floating, Radiator in rear,
AP brakes front and rear
55,000 stg. or nearest offer

%) www.proalloy.co.uk = 01440 710266 755

(@ sales@proalloy.co.uk ] Pro Alloy Motorsport, 15 Rookwood Way
. N u Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8PB
ALLOY co.ux

SPECIALIST MOTORSPORT ENGINEERING

Performance Instruments

OiiCoolers
e ——
SCHRICK
i e e & Saivty Sysiams Lit
(RACELOGIC e
- VARLEY RED TOP'™
THAB SO AL A I AT TR
Pro Alloy Motorsport are one of the leading manufacturers of alloy radiators, intercoolers, fuel systems
and specialist alloy motorsport products. Our products are built to exacting specifications by craftsmen —L = =
and technicians who have honed their skills from many years of intensive research, development and
fabrication. From race cars to fast-road, through to thoroughbred classics, Pro Alloy has the solution to
ensure your car stays ahead of the competition.... FE“ODO
BAC NG nnqnc
CALL FOR MORE INFO 2R BRUNEL CLOSE Email: info@mardigras.co.uk
e Tweet Us facebook.com/ i
Pro Alloy Motorsport specialise in one-off and small batch runs, working from ‘ & (“-\‘_ @ProAlloy proalloy.motorsport 01327 858 oos nnn"““ "Elns I“n“srnlnl ESTATE www'mardlgraSIGn-IIk
drawings, photographs or physically on the car itself. We are happy to produce a.:"\ DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB www.performancecliutch.co.uk

bespoke items such as radiators, fuel tanks, intercoolers, custom pipe work + more. o= WWW.proa"Oy.CO. uk

ANI i FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON
[H300mm x W300 x L900mm] - 300 v = : [H250mm x W300mm x L600mm)
——= \-. T 3 -
. ‘ g
- - =
: _;EEQQ.-QS =989 9

PROJECT 0 PROJECT )

CMB-FT-020R . CMB- 1 i 4 _.CMB-FTO14
CUSTOM i - CUSTOM

1 X OFF CENTER FILLER h - — INLET, 6MM OUTLET
NECK [BAFFLED] ] ~ 1 X FAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 18 GALLON
[H300mm x W300mm
X L800mm]

£119499 s s S 5999 T N e 509.99

PROJECT | , i i PFII:)JEI:T
3-FT-0 | CMB-FT015 i { ™

CuUsTOM

~ MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE ’ INLET, 6mm OUTLET
F FlLLEFl NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED} CQMPLEI'E WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BAFFLED]

‘85 d@ ”“‘compbrake.com

Compbrake Motorsport Ltd, Belvedere Barn Estate, Unit F1, Crank Road, Billinge, ngan WN5 7EZ Sales: sales@comphrake.com Technical: technical@compbrake.com
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DURRANTS

AGEBCULNGRAL

SINCE 1853

To Let G.'J.ES

Carleton Rode, Norfolk

Lotus Twin Cam, BNMW 110

A spacious storage / workshop / motor sport facility with
4868sqft of accommodation. Situated close to the A11
and 15 miles south of Norwich.

Guide Rent: £30,000pa Craig Beck Racing Ltd

. 107876 221 932 - _
Contact: 01379 851038 jack.glover@durrants.com = craig@craigbeckracing.Co.uk w

www.durrants.com www.craigbeckracing.co.uk

#AUTOSPORT
THE RACING
CAR SHOW

éET PROTECTED AT

)(PE;;-';.C.M

TO FIND AN INSTALLMEAR You
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MARKETPLACE /| TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

@ T I Automotive .W\\

High Performance GLENCOE ..
—] m h ahg m ] “\ T UK distributor

Original equipment on:
- BUGATTI VEYRON - DODGE VIPER
- KONEIGSEGG ONE - DODGE HELLCAT(S)

LIRS/ EIRY

MOTORSFPORT

UpBToY600]BHE

Pt.No. GST400 (PumP ONLY)
GST400K (PumP KIT)

ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT ON DODGE HELLCAT ,.-{'--:

700+ BHP - ON YOU TUBE ‘_'/I . -

C RN MIRSEIR (,l
MOTORSEORT (59 \\\\

UpBToY750]BHE, \

\\\ / » ~
Pt.No. GST450 (PUMP ONLY) 2
GST450K (PUMP KIT)

www.glencoeltd.co.uk
<& Tel: +44 (0)1784 493 555

&3 Facet

FUEL PUMPS

Glencoe Lid - Facet UK Concessionaire

Military standard: MIL-STD-461F

" .\Test life cycle: 6,000 hrs A

1[]//[1]]

_-1-----|f

§ ur

e Enclosed 3.5t trailers for motorsport
o 6.5t fifth wheelers up to 12m long

TURATELLOTRAILERSUK

@ 07432 112816

|

\\

-

C NS AT

Tel: 01784 493 555

Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk

www.glencoeltd.co.uk

+AUTOSPO
THE RACING " 1114 JANUARY 2018

CAR SHOW

RIMORCHI e Custom built living quarters
l l e Fully insulated

(O RUGBY, WARWICKSHIRE

(=) INFOGTURATELLO.CO.UK

@ WWW.TURATELLO.CO.UK

*11-12 TRADE ONLY DAYS
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=Moetefindt

Tailor-made trucks and trailers

TAILORMADE TRAILER
FOR THE U.K.

Each trailer is tailored made to each customer’s requirements, the dimensions and configuration
are bespoke. We are able to create payloads up to 2500 kg — available as tarpaulin or solid
construction. Moetefindt has over 35 years experience in building individual trucks & trailers.

AIR SUSPENSION SYSTEM ALUMINIUM CONSTRUCTION INDIVIDUALLY EQUIPPED
The trailer tilts automatically and the Complete alloy chassis giving the system Extensive variety of options to build the
system is maintenance-free. the lowest empty weight. perfect solution to meet all requirements.

OhsA 0

www.moetefindt.co.uk ]
www.facebook.com/moetefindt El
I
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BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

T

¥ Connected to you

L

-
BRIAN JAMES TRAILEES

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has been designed around your race weekend.

Light-weight materials and clever design provide strength throughout. Combined
with a proven wheels under the bed chassis and advanced suspension your
journey with a Race Transporter will be competent and comfortable.

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
weekend orientated features providing a comfortable work environment.
Tyre and equipment storage is available in several places, with enhanced
options also offered. Interior lighting, remote controlled electric winch
and a full set of side doors with hatches all contribute to making

loading effortless and speedy.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,499 + vat = FACE e e
AN [AMES THMLETE

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers. - Tl L

Please visit our website or call us for further details. 3

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
TRANSPORTER
M For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office

.
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QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

WOODFORD TRAILERS DEALERS UK

POTHSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
Tel: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
W: www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE
MOTORCARS
Office ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mobile ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
W: www.vandp.net

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road
Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

Tel: 07933842719
E: ellisviner@btinternet.com
W: www.southeast-trailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON
SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE
Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road
Wallington, Surrey, SM6 7BJ

Tel: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@sltc.co.uk

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester, Hampshire
SO21 3AS
E: info@trailers.co.uk

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
Tel: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
W: www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
Tel: +44 (0)1787 249737
Tel: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
W: www. 1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington, West Sussex
RH20 4LR
Tel: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
W: www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1
Marsden Barn
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
Tel: 01455641367
Mob: 07968888624
E: marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels
Main St
Strelley
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
Te:.01159293901
Mob:0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6
Lion Works
Pool Rd,
Newtown
Powys
SY16 3AG
Tel: 01686 628144

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell
Leeds
LS26 0SB
Tel: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
W: rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading
RG7 1NB
Tel: 01183240403
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
W: www.lovelltrailers.co.uk

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
Tel: 0044(0)2885549851
W: www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

Woodford Trailers Limited e 14 Great Central Way e Daventry ¢ Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384
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(€ 9:4:4:10).4 4 RACEWEAR

__PHOENIX Gearboxman.com Grapd Prix
PN COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES e
CLTIVIES e Gearbores and Ares for Road // Race // Rally // & more e et e & Ao
01527 908676 | www.phoenixs § k B Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007 7 wwwgprdirect.com

RACE CARS RACEWEAR

—

Rt oo g A

( ) RACE &RALLY
PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT

WWW mcrracecars.co.u \‘ >

01933 411 993 F—ims '.

jondelrace@aol.com

MCR's for sale

arrive & drive packages WWW.JJCRACEANDRALLY.COM

RACE & RALLY PARTS RACEWEAR

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORETO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!
BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS ' mn GRA
TOYOTA VAUXHALEOI:Ig:SgigaLYETJ‘;iFIU AND ALL FORD ‘ l s
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING. \\ MOTORSPORT MOTORSPORT
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.
WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128 WWW .mardlgras.co.uk www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS RACEWEAR

SBD Motorsport m{M o

ick Turnaround

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
@®Min Order Only 4

put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS £
We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW! R
Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine

~ i = kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide. o No Logo Set Up Fee:
Gm call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com W: sbdev.couk E: T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121 www.logomeup.co.u

RACE & RALLY PARTS

R  Performance Tuning Specialists - Par t B [.]B —
 2WD Superflow Rolling Road, b - ;
% <3 ?;;;2?—?;;‘:: 1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity www.part-box.com BRIAN JAMES TRA] LERS

y * Life Racing and Omex Engine Management TELEPHONE: 0121 557 2707  E-MAIL: SALES@PART-BOX.COM Ct

e-mall  Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents =) )) Con ne ed to you
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com ! g CI_BB GENUINE FORD H K 5 ‘:2 AT “
Plus much more, Contact us on COMPONENTS Ao AR TR

or visit ’
northamptonmotorsport.com 01604 766624 FREE UK DELIVERY AVAILABLE. OPEN 24/7. GREAT TECHNICAL SUPPORT. www.bria njames,co_ uk

GEARBOXES RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Aut ts and Hydrauli

moPTEIR T || www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
Livimg thae hight pre

Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

sales@LMAautoparts.com www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS WHEELS & TYRES

Pt 3 3N
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS
Winning all over the world since 1973...

Rally & Race Gearboxes, Stock and custom made
Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

J IT GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts FiA Fuel Cells.
T: 01782280136 F:01782265913 Short lead times.
Transmissions L sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com 01527 521050
WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

t: EliteRacingTransmissions.com www.classicworldracing.co.uk Tol. 00 44 1952 850618 _sales@eomp.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

(€7 29:9:3:10).4 43

s | THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Ben Kavanagh Abbey Gunner
Classified Advertising Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8109 T: +44 (0) 203 405 8131

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com E: abbey.gunner@motorsport.com
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Unsure if you
are breaking

the law whilst
driving?

Winner

Slater and Gordon (UK) LLP is authorised and requlated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority.

_I_

Lawyers

Let us bring
you up to
speed.

Anyone with a driving licence
and a car is potentially at risk
of falling foul of the law at
some point in their life.

If you ever find yourself in this
situation — then contact our
specialist team for expert
legal advice.

Offices throughout the UK

Call 0808 1758000
slatergordon.co.uk

Family | Employment | Estate Planning, Wills and Probate
Property | Crime | Dispute Resolution | Personal Injury




