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Merc: new engine is a step forward

Mercedes High Performance
Powertrains managingdirector
Andy Cowell saysthefirm’s
second generation power unit
will be a step forward.

With Ferrariand Renault both
utilising the majority of their
development tokens over the
winter, Mercedes has been forced topush toretain itsedge.

“Thebiggest focushasbeen on combustion efficiency and
frictionallosses,” said Cowell. “It’sa case of evolution not
revolution. Wherelast year it wasa case of ‘canwedoit?’
thisyearit’s ‘how do we improve it?’

“We’ll gather the information from testing and see if
wehave opportunitiestogainlater in the season.”

Stilllooking like the car to beat. M/N only got
to see the first two days of running at Jerez
before our print deadline, but by then Merc
had already racked up 248 laps — double
anyone else’s tally. The consistency seems
good with Hamilton doing long runs. Only
hiccup was a water system leak that forced
Hamilton to miss the rainy Monday
afternoon. Didn't go fastest, but they

didn't during last year's test either...
Fastest lap: 1m 22.490s (Hamilton, day two)

Merc: still ahead?

PRITCHARD
Puus OFF;

P22

F1LaunchSpecial: Carsrevealed 4 Rallyreports 26
F1 Launch Special:Red Bull 6 SUBSCRIBETO MOTORSPORTNEWS 26
F1Launch Special:Mad launches 9 Kartinground-up 27
Racing News 10 Sporting Scene round-up 29
Nissan’s LMP1 revealed 13 Letters/Comment/What’s On 30
Toyotaback toWRC 16 Classifieds 32
Insight:Brits at the Daytona 24 20 Wanted:The Aussie GP to hurryup and
BHRC Report:Red Kite Stages 22 start.Apply: MN. ~

Profile: Matthew Robinson 24 { ¥recycle
Historic race and rally news 25 - ;

FORMOTORSPORT NEWS STAFF CONTACT DETAILS PLEASE SEEP31

Mcl.aren S no-compromise approach

Hondamotorsporthead Yasuhisa
Araisaysthatnocompromiseshave
been made in the development of
McLaren’snew MP4-30 charger in
the effort tomake it the most stable
base for thefirm’sreturnto F1.
McLaren-Honda kicked off its
new era with the unveilingof its
co-developed MP4-30 machine, the
first McLaren to be powered by the
Japanesefirm since 1992. The last
time the two firms worked together
McLaren won 44 grands prix and
eight world titles between 1988-1992.
The carfeatures asloped nose
design and anew compactrearend
assembly toaccommodate thenew
HondaRAG615H power unit.

McLaren and Honda began
development of the MP4-30 mid-2014
with an engineering sub-team using
amodified version of last year’s
chassistoconduct early installation
and development work. While that
development car suffered electrical
teethingissues when itran in public
latelast year, both parties believe
the problems have been solved.

Araiispleased with the finished
product and is hopeful the car will
represent thefirststep inreturning
McLaren-Hondatothe winner’s
circleregularly. “Technology and
regulations have changed alot since
we last worked so successfully with
McLaren in the 1980s,” said Arai.

“But we have dedicated ourselves as
one team with McLaren to creating
anew generation car withno
compromises onanything.
“McLaren and Honda have a
mutual passion forracingand we
shareamutual goal, which isto win.
We’ve made much progresson the
power unit over the winter, and we’ll
keepevolvingitaround the clock
until the very last minute tomake
sure weare in theright position to
fightatthe startof theseason.”
Araialsopraisedthe FIA's
decision toallow Hondaan amount
of development tokens, meaningit
canmaketechnical changestoits
engine duringthe season. “Honda
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TARGETS THIRD TITLE

By Rob Ladbrook

Reigning champion Lewis
Hamilton believes he is well set
to challenge for a third Formula 1
world title this season after getting
hisfirst taste of the new Mercedes
F1WO06 Hybrid this week.

The Brackley-based team unveiled its
new challenger just before the start of
pre-season testing at Jerez this week.

joinsthenewregulationsayear
later than the other manufacturers,”
headded. “Wedon’tseethatasa
benefitbecause we don’thave
the physical track running our
opponents do. We just want to
beonafairfooting.”

The Woking team hasalsomade

German Nico Rosbergdrove on day one
with Hamilton taking over as MIN
closed for press on Monday:

The F1 W06 has beenlargely tipped
tobethecartobeatthisseasonasit
follows an evolutionary development
pathfrom itsall-conquering
predecessor the W05. Mercedes lifted
both the drivers’ and constructors’
world titlesand won all but three
races with the W051ast season.

Hamilton, whotook his second crown
after beating Rosberginatenseintra-
team battle last year, said he was happy
with the startingpointfor histitle
defence: “Just because you've had
success before it doesn’t make it easy
tocarrythaton. Youhear about

peopleachievingalotand
thenlose theirfocus
and you

designed tomeet a maximum
‘usable’ downforce figure without
sacrificingother elements, such
asrideand driver comfort.

Team head Eric Boullier said:
“This concept of driver-friendly is
maybenew, but itispartof ournew
philosophy. We are trying tomake

wonder; at what pointdoes it startto
fade off? That competitivefire is still in
me. Ithink subconsciously the taste of
success spurs me on-Ilike thatfeeling
of winningandIwanttofeel itagain
andagain.

“Ican’tsayIdon’tfeellike I’'ve won
two world championships, butI'ma
racer. Ilove winningraces and it feels
somuch better when you have to fight
foritsoI'm grateful for the battlesI
hadlast year with Nico.

“We’ve probably made it harder for
ourselvesthis year because of the way
things wentlast season.Itisn’teasy
toimprove on somethingthat wasso
strong when therules haven’t changed
much.T've
seenthe

guysinthefactory pushinglike crazy
and itjust goestoshow that you can’t
ever be comfortable and stand still in
F1.We’ll be keeping an eye out for our
rivalsand have totake things one step
atatime,and hope atthe end of those
20stepsthisyear we’restillahead.”

Subtle changes

The F1 W06 broke cover for the first
timefor atestingday at Silverstone
justpriortotravellingto Jerez.
From thefirstday of runningthe
team racked up comfortably the
mostmileage of any team, doubling
thelaps of any other squad.

The W06 features aredesigned nose
section, tweaked airbox and new
sculpted bodywork in front of therear
wheels toboost rear aero efficiency.
Team technical director Paddy Lowe
said the largest changesare under the
skin: “Thekey factor for usistoavoid
complacency because expectations
are high and there’san assumption
of our performance. We may be
over some of the hurdlesof the
new hybrid era with thissecond
generation carbutoneof therisks

of cardevelopment is that attempting
aforward step can easily turn into
rearward steps. It’san evolution
process and we’ve had tomanage
therisk of our changes carefully
inordertomake thiscarbetter.”

Drivers to fight

Team head Toto Wolff said he was
pleased toretain both Hamiltonand
Rosbergforathird season, despite the
friction between the pairlast term.

“It would be dangerous torest on
ourlaurels and we have no sense that
thisyearwill be easy,” hesaid. “F1is
the most brutally honest sport if you
get things wrongasthe stopwatch
never lies.

“Atthispointevery teamisonzero
points. The only thing we know for sure
is we have consistency with our drivers
and we know what’s expected of them.
We’relookingforward to seeingthem
push each other and the team forwards
asthey fight for wins.”

Rosbergadded: “This year will be
arematch formeagainst Lewis.I'm
ready to gomaximum attack for this
season and I'm massively motivated.”

Lewis Hamilton
Age:30 From:Tewin, GBR
Races: 148 Wins: 33
Podiums: 70 Points: 1486

Nico Rosberg
Age:29

From:Wiesbaden, GER
Races: 166 Wins: 8
Podiums: 26 Points:887.5

changestoitstechnical staff and sure our drivers have the ability to

structure, with sporting director exploit the car to thelimits. If you RS VIPR! ON Fernando Jenson
Sam Michaelleaving the team and have a well-performing car but Not the smoothest start. Electrical and control problems Alonso utton
former Red Bull aerohead Peter thedriver cannotdrive ittothe limited Alonso to just six laps on day one and Button didn't KAge:33 KAge:35
Prodromoujoiningtolead design. maximum it isa waste. We want fare much better. He only got five laps in on Monday before From: Oviedo, From: Frome,

McLarenhadformerlyadoptedan ~ tomakesureourdriverscantake arecurrent hardware problem began affecting the engine ESP GBR
approach of generatingmaximum the MP4-30to the limit. performance. Cue along stint back in the garage and more Races:234 Races: 266
downforce fromacar, but has “Some people on the shop floor head scratching. Button was unable to set a representative Wins: 32 Wins: 15
struggled to convert thosefigures happily say this is one of themost time. Team was confident it was solved for Tuesday though. Podiums: 97 Podiums: 50
intoreality on the track, leadingto excitingand bestbuilt cars from Fastestlap: 1m 40.738 (Alonso, day one) Points: 1767 Points: 1198
recent cars being inconsistent or McLaren. But we have to stay

havinganarrow working window.
The MP4-30 has instead been

grounded and see what will
happen when we get testing.”

FERRARI’S NEW SF15-T CHALLENGER PAGE 4
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TEEC

Team hoss sets high targets to pull Italian giants from performance slump

By Rob Ladbrook

New Ferrariteam boss
Maurizio Arrivabene says his
team is committed to winning
races thisseason as the
Scuderialooks to bounce
back from a difficult2014.
Ferrariisunder pressureto
perform, havingbeen relegated
down the peckingorder duringthe
first season of F1’snew V6 hybrid
era. TheItalian squad wasfourth in
the Constructors’ points, its lowest
place since 2009, and failed to win
aracefor thefirsttime since 1993.
Ferrarihascarried outaheavy
restructuring processto correctthe
slump, with several key members
of itstechnical team being shuffled
out-including Stefano Domenicali,
Pat Fry,enginehead Luca
Marmoriniand company president

LucadiMontezemolo. Arrivabene
leadsthe team, with Briton James
Allison takingcharge of the new
SF15-T’sdevelopment.

Arrivabenesaidarepeatof a
winless campaign would bea
failure: “Last year we had an ugly
caranddidn’t winraces, hopefully
this car goesas good as itlooks.
The work that we have done was
designed torecover and enhance
theteam spiritand passion that
hasgonemissinginrecent years.
We are all working together now
towardsa common goal, which is
towinasmuchaspossibleagain.

“Nobody hasthemagicto
suddenly change somethingthat
isunchangeable. But we had this
carready in December and had the
timeto goback and make extra
modifications, which we think
will prove interesting.

“I'mnot goingto say we will win
the world championship this year,
but we are committed to winningat
leasttworaces. Thatisourtarget.”

Thenew SF15-Tfeaturesa
dramaticreworkingof therear
assembly. Ferrari hasredesigned
its cooling system and fitted
smaller, more efficient radiators
and created amuch tighter
bodywork package. The car does
retain the pullrod suspension
design allround, which Allison
believes will bring stability.

“Lastyear wehad an
unacceptablylarge gapin
performanceacross varyingtrack
conditions,” heexplained. “We took
all thefaultsfrom last year’s car
and feel we've addressed them here.
We’vedonealot of windtunneland
component design work to pull the
rear assembly tighter to the chassis

and we’ve made the whole package
moreefficient. We’ve kept the
pullrod suspensionaswedidn’t
seeitasaproblemarealast year, so
we’ve decided tofocus our efforts
onotherareasthatneed itmore.
The pullrod has prosand cons,
it’sharder to make the assembly
light and stiff but it’s better for
producingaero performance.
“Last year our power delivery
wasn’trightand we struggled to
harvest enough electrical energy
from the turbo to be able to generate
acompetitiveamount of power.
We’ve worked hard to address that
and found more from the hybrid
systemand a better balance from
thearchitecture of the internal
combustion engine, meaning we
now get the maximum power
from thefuel allowance.”
Four-time world champion

Sebastian Vettel joins the squad
this year toreplace Fernando
Alonso. Hesaid he had modest
expectationsfor hisnew career
with Ferrari: “It’sachange in
colourformeandthereare
differences. Thingslikethe
steeringwheel and the strategy
of the car aredifferent,asisthe
technicallanguage of the team.
“We have toremember where
we camefrom last year, with one
dominantteam and Ferrari
strugglingabit. It'll be tough tobe
rightthere fromrace one, but we
know we can catch up as the season
progresses. It would be wrong to
expecttoomuch immediately, we
haveto get intothe groove with
testingand then we can make quick
progress. It willtake me some time
tosettlein, but then I'm confident
we canmove forwards quickly.”

ebastian
Vettel
Age:27

Sauber’snew C34racer haslearned
from the mistakes thatled totheteam’s
first ever pointless F1 season last year,
accordingtoboss Monisha Kaltenborn.
The Swiss outfit will runan interim
version of thenew car, which will
carry the blue and yellow colours of
new driver Felipe Nasr’slong-term
sponsor Banco do Brasil, at this week’s
firsttestin Jerez. That car will feature
carry-over components fromthe C33
before beingreplaced by the full new
car for the second test in Barcelona.
Sauber has concentrated on fixing the
weaknesses of the C33 for this year, so
hasfocused development on reducing
the car’s weight, improvingbraking
and finding extragrip in slow turns.
The Ferrari-powered C34features
slimmer sidepods, revised cooling and
tighter rear bodywork. It alsofeatures
alarger and wider snout design tomeet
thenewnoseregulations.

Brazilian Nasr will partner former
Caterham driver Marcus Ericsson at
theteam, with Ferrariprotege Raffaele
Marciellosigned asthird driver.

“Wehave tobeabletofight for points,”
said Kaltenborn. “Welearned our
lessonsfromlast year and we’re now
startingagain and confident.

“I'mdelighted with our driverline-up
astheybringabreath of freshairtothe
team and are both young, talented and
highly motivated.”

Nasr, who was test driver at Williams
lastterm, added: “It’smy rookie season
solhavealottolearn,especiallyasI
haven’tdriven many of the circuits
on the calendar before.

“ButI’mready for the challenge. I
drove the Williams afew timeslast
year and I've built my understanding
of how an F1 car works soI'm looking
forward to bringing my experience
from Williams here.”

FIRS]
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Sauber has made
adefinite step
forwards over last
year's car already.
Ericsson was P2 on
Sunday after a soft
tyre run and praised
theride and the
stability under
braking (areal
weakness in the
C33).Hedid 73
laps intotal. Nasr
racked up plenty of
miles on day two

without major issue.

Fastestlap:
1m21.867s
(Nasr, day two)

From: Heppenheim,
GER

Races: 139

Wins: 39
Podiums: 66
Points:1618

Kimi
Raikkonen
Age:35

From: Espoo, FIN
Races:212
Wins: 20
Podiums: 77
Points: 1024

FIRST
IMPRESSIONS

Strong start from
The Scuderia's new
machine. Vettel
topped the times on
the first two days by
aclearmarginand
did 149 laps. Car
looks consistent
and better to drive
than last year's
(mind you we've not
seen Kimidrive it
yet...). However, it's
worth noting that
Vettel's best times
were on short runs
(and probably low
fuel too), so pace
may be smoke-and-
mirrors at this very
early stage.
Fastestlap:

1m 20.984s
(Vettel, day two)

DRIVERS

l .t'- il

Felipe Nasr
Age:22
From:Brasilia, BRA
Races:0

Wins: N/A
Podiums:N/A
Points:N/A

Marcus
Ericsson
Age:24
From:Orebro, SWE
Races: 16
Wins:0
Podiums:0
Points:0

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER > > > @NMNEWSRACING
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“We’ve turned the
rulebook on its head”

Nissan’s radical LMPI car, pl3

AIMS FOR GAINS

RedBull Racingboss Christian
Horner hopesthatacloser
relationship with engine
supplier Renault will lead to
vast improvements from the
team’snew RB11.

TheRB11 hitthetrack for the
firstday of runningin Jerez, in
acamouflagelivery that Red
Bullintendstokeepforallthree
tests. The car isan evolution of
last year’srace-winning RB10,
buthasbeenredesignedat the
rear inaccordance with closer
work with Renault.Ithas
redesigned its power unitand
cooling systems, meaninga
tighter rear assembly was

Toro Rossoteam chief Franz
Tosthasurged histeamto
pushforatopfivefinish in
thisseason’s Constructors’
Championship.

The Faenza-based outfit
finished adistant seventh
last season, 125 points adrift
of nearestrival, Force India.
ButTostsaid aseries of
aggressive developments
madetothe STR10overthe
winter made him confident
theteam canreachhis
target, despitefielding
rookies Max Verstappen
and Carlos Sainz Jr.

“Thedrivers mustbe
permanently in the points,”
Tostsaid. “Theteamis
gettingbetter and better—we
arebuildingup quiteabig
infrastructure in Faenza.
Inthelasttwoorthree years
we’vebuiltupastrong
technical team under
technical director James
[Key]and this year we will
makeabigjumpforward.”

Keysaid theteam was
closerto Force Indiaand
McLarenlastyear than
the points suggested: “We
weren’tthat distant, wejust
didn’tmake themostof it.”

Carlos Sainz Jr
Age:20 From:Madrid, ESP
Races:0 Wins: N/A
Podiums:N/A Points:N/A

Max
Verstappen

Age: 17 From:Hasselt, BEL
(NEDlicence)

Races:0 Wins: N/A
Podiums:N/A Points:N/A

possibleforthe RB11. With
Lotusswitchingto Mercedes,
Red Bull and Toro Rosso are the
solesquadsrunning Renault
engines, makingRed Bull, in
essence, Renault’s works team.
“It’sbeen the most testing
winter we’ve had in terms of
build and development time,”
said Horner. “Therelationship
with Renault is much closer now
aswe’renow the only partner.
Thefocusfrom Renaultand
involvement of our design team
isyielding goodresultsand a
better integration between
chassisand power unit.”
Despitedesigner Adrian
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Rookies, rookies
everywhere - but they
haven't done badly. Sainz Jr
completed atotal of 46 laps
on Sunday, although they
were broken up by small
installation issues.
Verstappen was in the top
five on day two and got solid
mileage, even in the wet.
Fastestlap: 1m 24.167s
(Verstappen, day two)

Newey cuttinghis F1 work, he
hasstillhad ainfluence onthe
shape of thisyear’scar. Horner
estimates Newey will dedicate
“50per cent” of histimeto F1.
Newey said: “The design of the
RBI11isabouttakingthelessons
from RB10. We’ve optimised the
power unit packaging.”

Chief engineeringofficer
RobMarshall added: “There
aren’t many alterationsto
thenaked eye—aside fromthe
changestothenoseand front
of the car-butthere’sbeen
plenty of work on the bits
thatare hidden.”

Red Bull’s 2015 chances, p6

Daniel
Ricciardo
Age: 25

From: Perth,

AUS

Races:69

Wins: 3
Podiums:8
Points: 268

Daniil
Kvyat
Age:20
From: Ufa,
RUS
Races: 19
Wins: 0
Podiums: 0
Points:8
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Car was very late in passing
FIA crash tests and hit a few
battery/overheating issues
on day one as aresult of the
late build process. Once
up and running though it
looked good. Ricciardo got
35 laps near the sharp end
and was P2 to Vettel for
much of day one, but said
there were a few ‘drivability’
improvements to be made.
An error from Kvyat broke
his only front wing on
Monday morning and he
struggled through with a
bare nose as a spare was
sent from base.
Fastestlap: 1m 23.338s
(Ricciardo, day one)

Photos: LAT
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MN’S EYES IN THE F1 PADDOCK

TONY
DODGINS

“You are able =
to read between * 4o 4
the lines a little” g

erez has signalled the end of
that two-month period when
thecarsdon’trunand F1fans
feel there’s something missing
intheirlives.

As the new machinery started
to break cover with avengeance last week,
there was no surprise to see asubtle
evolution of the dominant Mercedes F1
WO05 when the wraps came off the WO06.
Astechnical chief Paddy Lowe said, any
developmentis arisk and they didn't want
to be throwing any babies out with the bath
water. The car was innovative in so many
ways last year that it will still represent the
standard the others have to aim at. As if
to confirmit, Nico Rosberg's 157 laps on
the opening day of the season’s first test
showed just how tricky a target that is.

You can never draw firm conclusions
from the first day of testing but you can
read between the lines a little. The Williams
performance was one of the most heartening
aspects of 2014, but the team admitted
there was still room forimprovement.

The highly experienced Pat Symonds
explained last year that the 100kg fuel
limitation had been a serious concernand
hence the slippery FW36 designed to
minimise drag and maximise consumption.
With a Mercedes power unit the top speeds
were the mostimpressive but the trade-off
was corner downforce that, in early season
particularly, meant the carlost outin the
twiddly bits and suffered higher tyre
degradation. The team got more on top of that
asthe year developed, tweaking suspension
setup to eke out tyre life, but there is only so
much you cando.

Whichis why it was interesting to hear
Valtteri Bottas's comments after just a single
day behind the wheel of the new FW37.

“The carbehaved really consistently;’
the talented Finn explained. “l could do
really consistent times on the long runs.

Lotus missed Sunday entirely as itwas transporting the
E23 to Jerez.Pastor Maldonado drove on Monday
afternoon when the car was complete and mostly did
installation laps before afewshortruns.Did 41 laps.
Betterthanlastyear! Fastestlap:1m 25.802s

Williams appears to have taken a step forwards too.
Bottas drove for the first two days and said the new car
was abigimprovement through the corners.Lostsome
time with installation issues on day one butstill got 134
lapsintotal.Fastestlap:1m 22.319s (day two)

Immediately |had a good feel about the

car. The aerodynamics are more consistent
through the corners and that gives you more
trust!” Which should be music to the ears of
the designteam.

And although it meant nothing, Sebastian
Vettelfinished the Jerez opening day at the
top of the timesheets aboard Ferrari's
new SF15-T. While 'm not expecting
championship-contending performance
from Ferrariin 2015, | do think they could
be closer than expected.

Let'sfaceit,2014 was adisasteronall
fronts for Maranello. Their power unit was
compromised for aerodynamic gains that
were never realised. But technical chief
James Allison, an aviation enthusiast, comes
highly regarded. As one long-term colleague
of his putit: “If they let James get on with it,
he'll sortit. If they don't, he'll go off and play
with his aeroplanes!”

That, plus the scope to make some engine
upgrades, could bear fruit later in the year.

?- AGREE/DISAGREE?
' mn.letters@haymarket.com




6 FEBRUARY 4 2015 motorsport-news.co.uk

RED BULL 2015

_—TT

DANIEL RICCIARDO

aniel Ricciardo
isadriver
withalot
toprove
thisyear.
Seems funny
tobesayingthat
aboutthe manthatfinished thirdinthe
world championshiplastseasonand
wastheonly drivertobeata works
Mercedestoarace winduring2014,
afeatheachieved threetimes.

That’s impressive in itself, but when
you consider hedidall of that with one
of F1’smostsuccessful driversashis
team-mate ina world-beating team
hewasnew to, itbecomes pretty
phenomenal. Ricciardo was the
standout talenttoemerge in2014.

He soundly thrashed four-time world
champion Sebastian Vettel in his
first season at Red Bull’stop table.
Sowhatmore does he have to prove?

Thisseason Ricciardofaces pressure.
Following Vettel’s defection to Ferrari,
the 25-year-old Aussiefinds himself
head of thattoptable. Lastyearhe
came intothe team astherookie,
there wasminimal pressure to
achieve against Vettel, in Vettel’steam.
Ricciardo’s performanceslast season
made many peoplesit up and take
notice, and they’ll still be sittingup
when thelights go out in Melbourne in
amonth’stime. Weight of expectation
brings pressure, as does steppingup to

lead the most successful F1squad in
recent years.

Ricciardohas swappedroles within
Red Bull Racing. Russian teenager
Daniil Kvyathasbeen brought into
fill hisseat, while he’s taken Vettel’s.

“Things aredifferent this year and
inaway we startfromzeroagain,” says
Ricciardo. “Last year I was the young
kid comingin,upagainst Seb—the
champion. Butthisyear there’sanew
version of me,anew youngkid,and
I'mgoingtobedoing Seb’sjob.1
learnedalotfromracingagainst
Seblast year, butnow he’s gone. Ineed
tokeep gettingbetter andlearning,
find new ways to improve.

“Last season went really well for
me, notjustintermsof results, but
personally too.I was really happy with
my balancelast year-my driving, the
way I worked with the team and my life
ingeneral.Igotintoavery good place
andIthink thatreflected in theresults
Igot.Iwanttodothesameagainthis
year.Idon’t wanttotry and dotoo
differently, just keeplearningnew
thingsand developingareasIhave
experiencein.Ilearnedalotfrom
Seband all of the experience he
brought. But Daniil brings anew
youngdimension withhimandI'm
sureI'lllearn things from him too.
Thavetotake whatIcananduseitto
my advantage to perfectall of those
littlethings thatmake a good F1

driveragreat F1driver.”
Ricciardo’srole within theteam
will change. He’ll become the main
man for feedback when engineers are
lookingat developments, and he’ll
bethedriver expected tolead theline
interms of resultstoo. “There willbe
different things this year,butIdon’t see
my approach changing,” hesays. “The
difference will be the way other people
seeme. People know whatI'm capable
of soif Icomeoutat Melbourneand do
wellless people will be surprised, now

anyin
RICCIARDO

ore

it’s pretty much expected.

“I'vealways been modest inmy
expectations,and I'm not changing
that.Iexpecttobequick,andthat’s
aboutit. Iwon’tlet other people’s
expectations affect me by pushingtoo
hard and messing up. The expectation
doesadd pressure, butI havetoturn
itaround and use itas motivation.
Pressure shouldn’t change the way
youdrivea car. Ultimately you’'re still
driving in the same way and competing
against your team-mate and other
drivers.If you’re smartenough
pressure shouldn’t change the way
youdothings when you’reinthecar.”

Ricciardo ishopeful of startingthis
year onamuch more stablefooting
thanthelast. Red Bull was beset by
reliability issues early in the campaign
and also struggled with adown-on-
power Renault engine. The French
firmisadamant many of itsissues
have been solved for 2015 (seeright).
Ricciardo hopesthat technical tweaks
withhisnew RB11canbethekeyto
leadingRed Bull’scharge to get back
tothetop of the world championship.

“Last year we won threeraces by
being perfect—and we pretty much
were perfect most of the year—and
puttingourselves in a position tomake
themost of asituation if Mercedes
weren’t perfect. This season we have
tokeep that pressure on and stay
withthem. If we can even halvethe
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EDBULL:

TheVettelyearsareoverandRedBullhas anewteam
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.
Ricciardo is relishing his chance
to lead Red Bull Racing team

performance gap it willbe agood start.
Thopeit'lltranslate into a proper title
fightfor me;Ifeellcan handleit.

“The [engine] developmentrule for
this year will also help us. You’d like
tothink that Mercedes’ window for
development issmaller than ours, due
tothefact they got somuch out of their
package inyear one.IThopeI’'mright
andthey don’tfind another 50 per cent,
butIdofeel thatboth we and Ferrari
have great scope to close the gap.
Mercedes is the hunted now and
we wanttogoand getthem.

“Butthenit’snotjust Mercedes we
need toworry about. Williams was
quicklastyearand Ferrariwill be
stronger this year. The bigquestion
mark willbe McLaren-Hondaand I'm
excited toseehow they do. They’rethe
team with the most unknownsat the
moment. McLaren haspotential to
make amassive step up from 2014
withHonda’sresources behind it.”

Aflyingstartfor Renault will
beimportant in thetitlefight,and
Ricciardohasunfinished businessat
hishome grand prix. He was second
last year, only to be stripped of the
placeduetoafuelirregularity post-
race. “Ithurtlast year, soIreally want
todowell in Melbourne,” he adds.
“Mostly because of what happened last
year, butalso because every driver has
thatdream to winathome. We have to
come outfighting in Melbourne.”
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Daniil Kvyat knowsthe chink in his
armour this year could well be his
lack of experience.
Afterjust19 grandsprix, the 20-year-
old Russian finds himself in one of
the sport’s plum seats. It’sa daunting
situation for any youngdriver, but Kvyat
hasfaced asimilarsortof testbefore.
Many questions were asked when Red
Bull opted tothrow him intoan F1 seat
with ToroRosso in thefirst place. He’d
justlifted the GP3 title,and beenarace
winner in F3, but there were far more
experienced drivers on the Junior Team
programme ahead of him. Regardless,
Red Bull saw something
in Kvyat. Andlast year he believes he
delivered. He became the youngest
driver evertoscorean F1point.
“It’'shard tosayIdon’tfeel pressure,
becauseIdo,” hesays. “WhenIcame into
F1there wasalotof stupidtalk andjokes
aboutme, butall I wanted todo whenI
heard that wastobe asfastasIcould be
and prove people wrong. Ifeel I proved
Ibelongin F1becauselast year wasa
good season for me and helped alot.”
Kvyatsurprised again when he was
picked ahead of the more experienced
Jean-Eric Vergneto partner Daniel

White: mass changes made

Energy F1 power unit is reworked

Ricciardo inthe RB11sthis year. Kvyat
sayshe’skeentorepay Red Bull’sfaith.

“Ineed towork hard to prove them
right,” hesays. “It’shard to talk about
the differences between Toro Rossoand
Red Bull because I've not done enough
work hereyet. Buteach F1teamislike
itsown small world. Ilearned alot from
racingwith Jean-Ericlastyear. He’sa
very tough driver andlast yearIcould
seehow badly he wanted to beat me. We
wereracingeach otherforaplaceina
bigger team from mid-season so it was
toughtoretain astrongrelationship.
NowI'matthetopteamandI’'mracing
for winsand podiums.”

Kvyatisquick torecognise the chance
hehasthis year. He could become the
first Russian to winagrand prix: “I
loverepresentingmy country in this
way because there’samuch larger
interest in F1in Russia than people
realise. Thereis pressurebutItrytolet
itmotivate me instead of hold me back.
I'mnotthinkingabout beingthe first
RussiantowininF1,Ijust wanttowin.
Last year was the first whereI've not
wonarace, soit’d be greattoputthat
right.Idon’t have many specific targets,
justtodomy best, butmyaimishigh.”

Renault F1 hasheavily revamped

its power unit for this season, which

company head Cyril Abiteboul reckons

will help push Red Bull back to the front.
The French manufacturer endured

atorridstarttoits2014 campaign

in which itsnew V6 hybrid engine

struggled tomatch the performance

of thedominant Mercedes version.

Renault estimated its power deficit

Photos: LAT, Red Bull

NEWERA

leader, but withthe same aim. By Rob Ladbrook
DANIIL KVYAT

Kvyat got points with Toro Rosso

RENAULT RECOVERY

the engine isunchanged this year:
“We’ve upgraded every system and
subsystem and made fundamental
changestoboost performance, mainly
from the internal combustion engine,
turboandbattery. The engine hasanew
combustion chamber; exhaust system
conceptand variable trumpets. The
compressor ismore efficient, while

the energy recovery systems are able to

againstthe Mercedes deal with more severe
unitsat50bhp towards T y usage. The 2014 unit
theend of last year. There S was well placed in its
Renaulthasleftno centreof gravity but
stone unturned to 1' 1 we’vetidied up the
improve onthelessons ltt e Ca-rry packagetomakeit
itlearned the hard way easiertointegrate into
in2014.Ithasnot the chassis. There’s
confirmed exactly very little carry over
howmany of the 32 fromthe2014engine.”
‘development tokens’ Renault will only

[48 per cent of theengine] ithasused
sofar, butdid confirm ithad utilised
themajority, with some in reserve for
in-season changes.

Abiteboul says: “We knew what we
had todo over the winter and we know
what we have achieved. We believe
we’vemade a bigstep in performance
and we will be more reliable. We may
nothave erased all the gaps, because
we don’tknow where others are, but
we’re confident we’ve gone along way
tomakingup the deficit.”

Renault’s chief technical officer Rob
White adds that virtually no section of

supply Red Bull Racing and Toro Rosso
this year; havinglost Lotus to Mercedes

after adismal 2014 for the Enstone team.

RBRboss Christian Horner seesthatas
aplus. Heexplains: “Renault is taking
anaggressive development path and
havingjusttwo teams places Renault’s
focus on Red Bull with no distraction of
customer teams. Renault can focus its
attention on one group effectively with
asingle stream of feedback and data.
“Beingable toupgrade in-season is
alsopositive. We have to be strategic
about what tochange and when to get
| themostoutof thenewrule.”

WHEN F1 CAR LAUNCHES GO CRAZY PAGE 9
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is expecting big things from both his drivers

CHRISTIAN HORNER

Red Bull Racing team chief
Christian Horner sayshis team
hasendured its most testing
winter break for adecade, but
believesthetroubles of lastterm
have helped tomotivate the squad
togetback to winning ways.

RedBullfinished itsnew RB11
challenger with just daystospare
beforethestart of testingin Jerez
this week, in what Horner called
thetightest build schedule his
teamhaseverfaced initsdecade
of F1competition.

“It’sbeen the shortest
production and assembly time
we'vehadinF1,” hesays. “It’s
been an unbelievable effort from

Horner (c)

know how far we’ve come, but we
don’t know what they’ve done in
the same time. But our objective
thisyearisto give Mercedesas
difficultatime as we can. We won
races by capitalisingon their
hiccups in2014 and we need to
putthem under pressure to
createthosescenariosagain.”

Horner addsthathebelieves
thedriving strength of Daniel
Ricciardo and new signing
Daniil Kvyat can compensate
for theloss of Sebastian Vettel
toFerrari.

“It’sanew eraforusthisyear,”
headds. “It will be different
without Sebastian and it’s hard

allatthefactory. toreplacea
Butoverall this driver with
has.tt).een a .vetry cc I t 3 that lgvel of -
i S & NEeW K
positive thanlast f it’sexcitingto
year where the St a-rt 0 r have the young
first test wasjust LR sKill set wenow
amrall the teammn’’ s
know wherethe we’ve gotareally
benchmark is HORNER fast, determined
thisyearand and intelligent
what we haveto driver. Sure he’s

achieve,and the

team continuestoevolveand
grow. It’s probably been the most
impressive winter we’ve had as
ateam intermsof everyone
comingtogetherand hitting
theirtargets.

“Asfor goalsforthisseason, it’s
allrelative. Last year wasareal
disappointment, butitwasn’ta
disaster considering we couldn’t
runalapintesting withoutthe
car stoppingor catchingfire,
but we ended up second inthe
Constructors’ Championship
and winning threeraces. We
wantto carry thattrajectory into
thenew car and the new season.

“Thebigquestion ishow close
canwe getto Mercedes? We’ve
madesignificantinroads and

alittlerough
around theedges ashe’sonly
done 19 grands prix but his
commitment, application
and speed are excellent. He’ll
make the odd mistake but that’s
normal. I believe he canbea
surprise of the year inthe
same way Daniel was.

“Onthe other hand Daniel is
full of confidence. He went up
againstthe best in the world on
paper last year and came out
ontop. He’sareally exciting
prospectand he’ll build on that
this year. The expectations will
bedifferent forhimashe’sno
longer theunderdog-he’sa GP
winner and ateam leader. But
Idon’tsee much change in his
attitude orapproach.”

¥




SHERWOOD ENGINES AND VIKING MOTORSPORT

would like to congratulate Jason Pritchard & Phil Clarke on winning 1st overall at the Red Kite Historic Stages 2015

Viking Motorsport and Sherwood Engines
would like to congratulate 2nd overall and
4th overall of the Classic Rally South Africa

Sherwood Engines

would also like to congratulate the following
class winners

David Stokes and Guy weaver 15t in C5 class < ; Jan Hagman &
Aziz Tejpar and Yasser Slatch 1st in BB2 class

Lt — Y e Hans Sylvan
Ben Llewsllin and Ross Whittock 1st in D3 class -
Mark Bentley and Ed Bentley 1st in BD5S class

E: sherwoodengines@gmail.com T: +44(0)1353-864888 F: +44(0)1353-864888 M: +44(0)7801-455202
E: vikingmotorsport@btconnect.com Web: www.vikingmotorsport.com T: 01686 628872
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Rob Ladbrook looks back at some of the more unusual F1 carlaunches

emember
when
Formula1l
carlaunches
were proper
events?
Thestartof
each year marked the start of
the grand prix theatre season.
Monthsbeforethecarsturneda
wheel in anger, teams would pull
outallof thestopstoputona
show and shine the spotlight
ontheirnew creations.
Sadly the internet has changed
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This mighthave been one of the firstlive webcastlaunches, but

itstillhad more than alittle amount of theatre about it. Benetton
wasn’taverse to big splashlaunches, having revealed carsin
Roman amphitheatres and in St Marks’Square, Venice. But the
B2001launch took things tonew heights.The carwas revealed atop
apillaronthe Museu Nacional d’Artin the centre of Barcelona.It
was mounted to the underside of a revolving trapdoor—topped with
astatue of itself-which then flipped over to show off the real thing

ARROWS FA1,1978

Arxrrows’FAl launch
atSilverstone
showcaseda
perfectwayto
shroud the finer

thingsatad. Theabilitytoreacha It’s probably safe to say Tyrrell pulled off one of the - = ~ Lk 3 aspects of the car,

worldwide audience inseconds biggestshocksin F1 history when ittook the covers off its & P - L T & byblendingthe

coupled with the time demands P34, mainly due to the clever way it kept its six-wheeled = 1 T Lin entire chassisinto

thatthe expanded F1calendar secret.The team’s newdesign, penned by Derek Gardner, i " ol I - : the background.

placeson R&D and build promised toreduce dragby fitting four wheels to the front s w5l . - Wheeling outthe

schedulesmean onlineand instead oftwo larger ones.But to keep the design hidden, : 2y gloss-white FAl in

virtuallaunches are thenorm. Tyrrell placed braces around the front of the carto create - - . - | apitlanecoated
Teamsnow simply mock upa the illusion of a traditional four-wheeled shape.The car T S by snowworked

CAD image, chuck iton Twitter shot to prominence when Jody Scheckter took it to victory wonders for

and the work isdone. It means inthe Swedish Grand Prix ahead of team-mate Patrick —d, i camouflaging the

nofanfare events, little planning Depailler.Tyre developmentissues and the heavy front i ‘ Tony Southgate and

and the benefit of anextrafew suspensionledtoitbeingabandonedfor 1978 DaveWassdesign

weeks tofinish the car. This year

only oneteam-Force India—-held

anactuallaunch event, sobonus

points for effort there (although MI ”M”n / Ju””‘” EJ’5’ 20 05

points off tooforitbeingheld in

Mexicoanditactually beinga

show car with justanewlivery

WhenEddie Jordansigned the deeds to sell his team to
Russian-owned Midland for 2005, the new owners saw
their chance toboostinterestin the sportin Russia with
apubliclaunch in Moscow’s Red Square.Sounds fine,

andnosedesign).

Butremember when pulling
the covers off the new generation
of F1racerswenthand-in-hand
with drama and excitement?
Here welook back atsome of the
maddest, and most unnecessary,
new carlaunches.

except Russian winter conditions aren’t exactly
perfectforanoutdoor F1 event.The temperature
barely peaked at-10 degrees for the unveiling.
Drivers Narain Karthikeyan and Tiago Monteiro
(both accustomed to fax warmer climes) turned up

in full Cossack hats and coats for the occasion, which
was alsomarked by a full Russianmilitary band

The mid-1990s were a difficult period for MicLaren.
Havingjustlostits long-running Marlboro backing
and facingup to renewed competition after its
domination ofthe late ’80s, the team wanted tomake
astatement for new partnerWest.The team went all-out
onperhaps the most extravagant—and expensive—
launch eventinhistory.Ithired Alexandra Palacein
London, invited 4500VIP guests, recruited Davina
McCall to present and then got the world’s biggest
girlband, The Spice Girls, to play live. David Coulthard
and Mika Hakkinen couldn’tquite hide their
discomfortas the girls debated over the microphones
whatlooked sexier—the car or DC in overalls.Ron
Dennis’s plan was to banish the memory of Marlboro
McLaren and usherin the new erawithWestand
Mercedes.“Tonight was about more than a glitzy

show or justshowing offthe surface of the car,” he said.
Sauber followed suit a few yearslatex whenitrecruited
the Sugababesto performinanairline hangarin
Bustria forthe launch ofthe C23in 2004

JORDAN EJ10,2000

Teamboss Eddie Jordan got the shock
ofhislife whenhe launched the EJ10.
He’d hired London’sTheatre Royalin
DruryLane and arranged for the carto
be offloaded live

onto the stage.

ABfter the unveiling

—and Jordan’s

ownrendition

of Riverdance

alongside

unnerved drivers

Heinz-Harald

Frentzenand JarnoTrulli-Michael
Aspel stormed the stage with his famous
redbooktohand Jordan his ThisisYour
Life invitation. After two hours of
interviews, Jordan made the trip to
Teddington Studios to film the show
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By MattJames

British Touring Car Championship
machines could appearon the
streets of Macau if current plans
reach fruition.

Bossesof the Oriental streettrack are
lookingtoreplace the World Touring
Car Championship, which willmove
itsfinal round to Qatar instead. Macau
chiefsarescoutingaroundfora
replacement for the Guiarace,and have
approached BTCC organiserstoask
abouttheavailability of the UK tin-top
cars. They have also approached other
series’ and several classes could run.

Thenew TC3 Touring Car
Championship, founded by former
WTCCboss Marcello Lotti, hasalso
beenlinked with around on the street
circuit, although no decisions have
yetbeenmade.

BTCCseriesdirector Alan Gow
confirmed that contacthad been
made: “Thebosses at Macau have been
intouch with TOCA. They arelooking
atvariousoptions,and the BTCC cars
areone of those options. They asked me

¥
Kitintop teams: a

»

. rl“JJj

LT I'

il

if teams would be interested soIgot
intouch with the teams and most of
themsaid yes.

“Thereaction has been positive, butI
think they will only bring a handful of
cars. Theorganisers haven’thad direct
contact with the teams sothey arejust
fishingaround to see what isavailable.”

Circuit battle

Before the Macau event became a World
Touring Car Championship qualifier,
the Guiarace wasrun foraselection of
race-and production-based saloon cars.

“Reaction
has been
strong”

Alan Gow

SR L W O

Tim Harvey won the Guiarace in 1989
driving a Group A Ford Sierra RS500
and now commentates on the BTCC
forITV Sport.

Hesaid: “It would be fantastic for the
British guys, butIdon’t think it would
provide the typical sortof BTCCracing,
because of thenature of the circuit
means thereisn’t the opportunity fora
lot of side-by-side action. There is close
racingat Macau,as we have seen in
WTCC, so we know that saloon car
racing does work there in terms of
providingagoodrace, butitisn’tas
wham bam asthe BTCC. There would
probably beabit morefinesse and that
canbeagoodthing.Itisareallynice
onetowinand have onthe CV.Iwould
certainly put my name down to cover
itinacommentaryrole!”

Organisershave approached
theteamsthrough TOCA and,as MIN
understands, have offered to cover the
costof freight and travel to the Far East.
Theteamsarerequired tocome up with
therunningbudget. Team boss David
Bartrum, who runs the Motorbase
Performanceteam, said: “Aslong

asIgetpaidIwould goanywhereand it
would beagood way of generatingextra
budgetduringtheclosed season. Itisa
lovely idea. They approached usand we
arekeenontheidea. Gettingon thenew
track would be interesting and we could
havelocal drivers in the car—they could
putitinthe walljustaseasily asour
regular guys,Iam sure. They have
given us some idea about what they
would help with in terms of costsand
itlooks very appealing. Itis certainly
something we are keen on because it
isatrack wehaven’'tracedat.”

“It is great

on your
CV!!
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BTCCLINE-UP

bourt overseas shnwplece in2015
o

BTCC champ Colin Turkington
raced at Macau back in 2009

Bravery required

BTCC winner Rob Austin contested the
Macau F3 Grand Prix in 2003 and 2004.
Hesaid the prospectof drivinga
British touring car around the

streets is very appealing.

“Itisarealman’scircuitthatrequires
bravery, sol would be up for it,” he said.
“Itisquiteacomplimenttothe BTCC
that they want our style of carsthere.
That issomethingto be proud of.

“Itisapunishingcircuitand quite
narrow inplaces, butthereisareal
satisfactionto gettingitright. Iwould
jumpatthechancetoracemy Audi A4
aroundthere.”

Factory MG driver Andrew Jordan
added: “Solongasthebudget adds up
thenIwouldlovetodoit.Itisoneof
those iconictracksthat youlongto
raceon.The BT'CC cars would look
and soundreally good around there.”

Organisersof the Macau event

. remained tight-lipped about the make

upof thisyear’s Guiaraceandsaid
that they have yet tofinalisethe
completeline-up. The event takes
place on November21/22.
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“I took risks, but I 3
didn’t take the big risks”|"

Phil Keen’s Daytona outing, p20

EX-BRITISH F3 CHAMP
KING MAKES GP2

Former British F3champion
Jordan King will shunamove
into Formula Renault 3.5 this
year infavour of a GP2 Series
campaign with the Racing
Engineeringteam.

The 20-year-old former
McLaren Autosport BRDC
Award finalist, who claimed the
British F3title in 2013, finished
seventh in hissecond season
inthe FIA European Formula3
Championshiplastyear.

Kingtesteda GP2machineat

thepost-season Abu Dhabi
testlast year with both Arden
and MP Motorsport. Healso
handledaFR3.5car at Jerez.
“The GP2car hasadual shock
damper system on the front of
the car, whereas the Renaulthas
monoshock dampers,” King
said. “Thatmeansthatthe
GP2carisamore interesting
machinetodrive, it certainly
rewards your drivingtechnique
more. Thefactthat GP2also
runson Pirellityres and this

year will have the same Drag
Reduction System (DRS)asF1
isworthalotinmymind. It
providesagreatlearning
processfordrivers.
“Butoneof thebiggest things
inmy decision wasthat this
year therelooks tobe greater
competitionin GP2thanin FR
3.5.I'dprefertobattlehard to
finish second in GP2rather
than easetothe Renaulttitle.”
Kingsaid the technical
knowledge hehas gained

STEP

King: GP2 car is more
rewarding for drivers

from hisyears in F3canhelp
him in hisswitch to GP2.
“F3isavery technical
category and enables you
toreally develop the car,” he
added. “The F3’s geometry
can be changed by 30 different
points, for example. That
should be beneficial,asI'1l
know more thanT’llneed to.
Thelonger featureraces in
GP2willbenew, butitwillbea
learning curve. Understanding
thetyres willbekey tothat.”

Britishracer Oliver Webb
willstep into the LMP2 class
of the FTA World Endurance
Championship in 2015 with
the new combination of the
returning Sard Racing Team
and Team Morland.

The 23-year-old, who won the
LMP2division of the European
LeMans Serieslast year, will
team up with Pierre Raguesand
acompetition winner in one of
the team’s two Morgan LMP2
Judd-powered machines, while
team head Benoit Morand will
partner Christian Klien and
KokiSagain theotherentry.

Sard wasrunner-up inthe
LeMans 24 Hours in 1994 with
EddieIrvine, Jeff Krosnoff and
Mauro Martinidrivinga Group

Newsham will
tackle the 15 BTCC

Webb will race a Morgan

CToyota94CV. The Sard team
hasbeen contesting Japanese
Super GT inrecent seasons.
Webbsaid: “This is the best
step. After winningthe ELMS
and comingthird at Le Mans
I’'mready for the world stage.”

Newsham finalises plans for tin-top return

Race winner Dave Newsham
has pledged to make areturn
tothe British Touring Car
Championshipand heisonthe
verge of announcinghis deal.
The 47-year-old, who won
tworacesdrivingan ESRacing
Vauxhall Vectra in 2012, raced
the AmD Tuning Ford Focus
lastseason. That drive has been

taken by Renault Clio Cup
champion Mike Bushell, and
Newsham has now tied up a seat
with ayet-to-berevealed team.
“Ihavemade an agreement,
allIneed to donow is complete
the paperwork,” he said. “It
will be a car with race-winning
potential, and I am very excited
about getting going.”

Team Hard returns to BTCC with Velvo plan

Team Hard willreturnto
theBritish Touring Car
Championshipthis season
andislookingtoreintroduce
Volvointotheseries in2016.

The Kent-based outfit, which
isoperated by Tony Gilham,
hastakenover one of the United
Autosportsentriesfor2015.
Gilham said thattheteam has
signed afirstdriver and could
expand torunasecond. Drivers
will handle the UA Toyota Avensis
machines in thefirst instance.

Gilham explained. “We are
goingtobeinthisfor many years.
Initially we willrun the Avensis,
but those cars have been around
forawhilesoweare goingtolook
tobuild up somethingnew, and a
Volvoistop of thatlist.Ithasa
stronghistory inthe BTCCand
would suit the regulations well.”

Team has run Insignia

Both the Volvo S60 and S80
models would fitthe BTCC
NGTCcriteria. Team Hard joined
theseriesin2012inaprivately
run Honda Civic before taking
over the John Thorne Vauxhall
Insignia, andbuildingasecond
version. Italsobuilt the two VW
CCs. Thesquad was taken over by
Warren Scott at the end of 2013.

Team Hard will continue to
operate 10 VW Golfs in both
the Volkswagen Racing Cup
and the VAG Trophy.

HE FASTEST NEWS B

Paff: ART move

: The Wayne Taylor Racing Dallara-Chevrolet

: Corvette DP has lost its third place at the recent

: Daytona 24 Hours for exceeding the driving time

= regulations. Jordan Taylor exceeded the four-hour

¢ limit. The car dropsto 16th and lastin the Prototype
= class... Briton Gary Paffettwill lead ART

: Grand Prix’s line-up in thisyear’s DTM series.
: TheMclLaren F1 tester and former Mercman
: was partof the German firm’s HWA squad

- butsplitwith the team after McLaren ended

: itsengine deal with Mercedes...

Wood opts for management over BTCC drive

British Touring Car battler Lea
Wood will step down from the
drivers’ seat this seasonand move
intoateammanagementrole.

Wood, 30, won the Jack Sears
Trophy for S2000-spec cars in 2013
before hisfamily-run Housmean
Racingteam swapped toan
NGTC-spec Toyota Avensis.

Wood said that other drivers had

been in touch with thesquad
aboutadrivein 2015and thathad
prompted him to stand aside. The
team wasrunby Lea’sbrother
Greg, but he will stand down
duetobusiness commitments.
Lea Wood said: “Our team
needed structure. I've taken the
decision torelinquish my drive
tobetter the team’s potential.”
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“Public inquiry
might endorse
Welsh circuit”

T e
Building Circuit of Wales was to start this week

he layers of red tape that
anyone who wants to perform
any developmenthastogo
through to getplanning
approval are extreme, but
they are there to protectboth
the environment and locals who might be
affected by any such scheme.

Work was due to start this week on the Circuit
of Wales in Ebbw Vale, a 830-acre site that
includes some land offered by the local Blaenau
Gwent council. But the planning inspectorate has
called the application in for a public inquiry so that
allaspects of the plan can be scrutinised and all
affected parties will get the chance to comment.
Thisisn't necessarily abad thing.

In my experience, planning inquiries are
thorough and don't put impossible obstacles
inthe way. They are there to serve both the
public and the developers.

Thisis not a stick to beat the plan with, it could
well be aresounding endorsement of the scheme,
so long as the development company has created
asolidandviable plan.

It was not quite the case for one resident in the
patch | used to cover for my local newspaperin
Tunbridge Wells. A certain gentleman decided
to build amosque in his back garden. The local
planning committee were not happy about this,
understandably, and asked the man to demolish
it. He responded by planting a flag in his back
garden and declaring that piece of land as his
own personal independent republic. He had lost
his marbles, and went on to lose his mosque too.

The Heads of the Valleys Development
Company, the firm behind the race track scheme,
is confident that this inquiry will be the final hurdle
inits £315 million dream. There has been
scepticism surrounding the Circuit of Wales from
those within the industry, and the Association of
Motor Racing Circuit Owners made a fair point
when it said that it thought it was unfair that one
circuit should benefit from public money whereas
all others have to fight for themselves as
independent commercial enterprises.

Evenincluding all of that turbulent background,
the plans are moving forward. | remember an old
hack talking to me about the revamped Angelsey,
which opened in 2006. “We should cherish
this [the revamped circuit];’ he said. “With the
environmental issues going on, do you think we
will ever see another track built in the UK?”

That might have been him being a grumpy old
gitbut, at the time, it looked like it might well have
beentrue.lam pleased that it appearsitisn't.

i’-‘. AGREE/DISAGREE?
. mn.letters@haymarket.com
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Chapman confident on
Ginetta Junior return

Ginetta Junior racer Matt Chapman
willaim to step up tobecome aregular
frontrunner and podium challenger
thisseason, afterremaining with the
Total Control Racingsquad.
The15-year-old, who entered the 2014
championship with only two years of
kartingexperience, finished 13th in
lastseason’s points with regulartop 10
finishes. Followinga successful Winter
Series, Chapman isnow aimingtomake
astrongimpression this season.
“Iwanttobuild on the experiencel
gained last year with TCR, especially
from the Winter Series where
everything went extremely well initially.
Wedefinitely made good improvements
overtheyear. It’sfantasticI'm staying
with TCR, the team provides a good
environment for itsdriversandIenjoy
working with Lee [Brookes]. Hisracing
experience,asadriver and team
principal, isvaluable tolearn from. It
should hopefully be a great season
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racer Solomon for F3

Formula Masters China runner-
up Matt Solomon will compete
with the Double R Racing squad
in the FIA European Formula 3
Championship this season.

The 18-year-old claimed five race
wins and 12 podiums last year, and
also appeared in the Middle East-

squad will also run German -
Nicolas Pohler in its two-car

attack on the championship. By Rob Ladbrook Paffett, and Audi’s Jamie Green.
“Iam extremely excited to arrive “Icannot put into words just how
in Europe and race in the FIA British racer Tom Blomqvist will delighted I am to have been signed
European F3 Championship, there join BMW’s factory DTM squad by BMW,” said Blomqvist. “After the
is going tobe alot tolearn and thisyearto handle one of its test in Spain I was able to envisage
understand butit’s a great race-winning M4 machines. just how it would feel to be a BMW
challenge,” Solomon said. “There The Anglo-Swedish racer has works driver and regularly push
are new tracks for me to learn, earned the call-up following a myself tothelimitin the M4 DTM.
anew philosophy and also a successful test with the factory Now I have the opportunity to do
new mentality to take with a team at Jerez in Spain late last year. that it’s just fantastic.
higher level of racing.” Blomgvist, 21 from Cambridge, “The team has a great atmosphere
finished as runner-up inlast and I was immediately impressed
year’s FIA European Formula 3 with the team spirit here.I’ve been
Championship having taken six made to feel so welcome and it brings
race wins for the Jagonya Ayam brilliant career prospects for me”
with Carlin team. He beat new BMW Motorsport head Jens
Toro Rosso Formula 1 racer Max Marquardt praised Blomqvist’s
Verstappen in that championship. performance during his evaluation
Blomgvist takes the seat vacated session in Spain.
by American Joey Hand. Blomqgvist Headded: “We’re delighted
becomes the fourth British driver to welcome another promising

tojoin the DTM for this year behind youngster in the form of Tom to the
Mercedes duoPauldiRestaand Gary BMW Motorsportfamily. Tom was

Briton MacLeod scored race win

DTM CHA

e el Furopean £3 star.gets a call-up to German tourin

extremely impressive in Jerez
and comes to us with a wealth of
experience in F3.I'm confident he
haseverything he needs to find his
feet quickly in the DTM. With his
likeable personality he is definitely
agreat asset toour team.

“We have done well with our rookie
choices sofar and we will support
Tom to the best of our ability to help
him be successful from the word go.”

BMW’s other drivers for 2015
arereigning champion Marco
Wittmann, Martin Tomczyk,
Maxime Martin, Bruno Spengler,
Augusto Farfus, Timo Glock and
Antonio Felix da Costa.
®Blomgvist’s Euro F3rival Lucas
Auer will also join the DTM this
year after signing with Mercedes.
The 20-year-old Austrian had
finished fourth in the Euro F3
points for the last two seasons.

%a’ctnry-team |

¥

Tom Blomgvist

Age:21 From: Cambridge

2015: DTM with BMW Motorsport
2014: FIA European F3, second with six
wins. Thirdin Macau GP

2013: FIAEuropean F3, seventh

2012: FIA European F3, seventh.

Fifth in ATS Formel 3 Cup

2011: ATS Formel 3 Cup, sixth

2010: Formula Renault UK, champion
with three wins

2009: Formula Renault 2.0 Sweden, third
2008: Formula Renault 2.0 New Zealand,
third place

Macleod scores hig down

under in Toyota series

. The showpiece Silverstone 500 hu‘ L
Former British F'3 racer Sam MacLeod event was a pilot for ‘live’ TV show & """-'
became the sixth differentrace winner

of the Toyota Racing Series in New -

Zealand last weekend, claiming the i i e — - R

R =i

prestigious New Zealand Motor Cup.

The Scot, who plans totackle the FIA
European F3 Championship this season,
won the 20-lap feature race at Hampton
Downs in Auckland. Despite missingout
on pole, MacLeod sprinted away from the
field todominate on a wet-but-drying
track. He won from Lance Stroll.

BRDCF4runner-up Arjun Maini
claimed victory in the openingrace,
which was punctuated by threered flags;
the second when Stroll took out Charlie
Eastwood at turn one. Maini held off a
pursuitfrom MacLeod until the Scot went
wide and broke hissuspension. Therace
wasdeclared following the third red flag
after ahigh impact collision for Brendon
Leitch. Brit Callum Ilott was fourth.

“Itwasagreatrun through qualifying,”
Mainisaid. “It was tough to hold off
Sam and threered flags made it difficult.”

PICK UP A BARGAIN IN OUR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT SECTION > 2 2PAGE32

The British GT Championship has
secured a deal to air live television
coverage of five of this season’s
seven meetings live on Motors TV.

A total of five tosix hours of live
coverage will be broadcast from all
but the Oulton Park and Spa events.
Inrecent years, British GT has
previously only been featured in
highlights form on both Channel 4
and Motors TV, with the exception of
last season’s showpiece Silverstone
500 event, which was aired ‘live’
but delayed by an hour.

“The championship has grown
significantly over the last five years
or so and the final piece in the jigsaw

was to addregularlive TV coverage,”

said championship manager
Benjamin Franassovici. “It’s
something we’ve underwritten at

some rounds in the past, but given the

level this championship is now at it
became clear over the course of last

GTs will be broadcast live in 2015

season that our teams and drivers
saw the additional exposure as an
important marketing tool.

“It’s testament to the strength of
British GT that our entry list was full
before this announcement. Live TV
adds greater commercial value for
the sponsors, teams and drivers.

“Motors TV are also the ideal choice
for us. We know a lot of their viewers
were calling for live British GT.”

Highlights will continue to be aired
on Channel 4 and Motors TV.
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Japanese outfit has taken an unusual
approach with new Le Mans racer

ByRob Ladbrook

NISMO president Shoichi Miyatani
believes Nissan’s radical new GT-R
LM racer has the potential to bring
the Japanesefirmits besteverLe
Mans 24 Hours finish thisyear.

Nissan unveiled itsnew front-engined
LMP1 challenger last weekend. Two
cars will beentered into the full FTA
World Endurance Championship, with
athirdjoiningtheline-upfor Le Mans
inJune. Sofar the only driver confirmed
is Spaniard Marc Gene (see sidebar).

The GT-R LM features arevolutionary
front-engined drivetrain and will be
predominantly front-wheel drive, afirst
for an LMP1 entry. Nissan has opted for
apowerful kinetic energy recovery
hybrid system coupled to atwin-turbo
three-litre V6 petrol engine. It
hopestoruninthehighesteight-
megajoule hybrid category.

The carrepresents Nissan’s first
factory effortinthetop tier at La Sarthe
sincethe R391 prototype in1999. Thefirm’s
best Le Mansresult was third overall
with the precedingR390 GT1in 1998.

Miyatanibelieves Nissan and tuning
arm NISMO could hit the ground
runninginanattemptto correctits
failingsat Le Mans. “Ourrecord at
LeMansisthird place overall, so we
definitely have unfinished business
there,” he explained. “We want to win
and we have the knowledge tohelp usdo
that. We want to win for our customers,
our employees and our fans. The
competition in LMP1 isexceptionally
strong; we’re excited by the challenge.”

Experience counts
Thenew project comes off the back of
aseries of experimental Garage 56
entries from Nissan/NISMO.
Datafromboth the DeltaWingand last
year’spetrol/electricZEOD RCracers
hasbeen used in the development of the
GT-RLMLMP1. Despitenotrunninga
factoryentry inany of the top prototype
classes inrecent years, Nissan has been
thedominantengine manufacturer in
the LMP2 class for thelast two seasons.
Miyataniadded that Nissan’s

F

experience of Le Mans wouldbea
benefit: “Our LMP2engine programme
haspowered teams to championship
victoriesand wins at Le Mansand our
Garage 56 projects haveled us to this
point with our own LMP1and the
innovations we have employed.
Enormouslessons were learned from
this very heavy hybridisation of the
ZEOD RCand we’ve carried those
lessons overtothisproject.”

Nissan’s global marketing head Roel
de Vries said the strength of the LMP1
field, which also includes Audi, Porsche
andreigning world champion Toyota,
wasabigdraw for the firm: “We’re
excited togohead-to-head with the
best sportscar companies. LMP1 is
aproving ground for technological
innovation, especially when it comes
topower sources of thefuture.In2014
threedifferent manufacturersused
threedifferent solutions and wonraces.
If youeverneeded proof that LMP1 is
the sharpend of motorsportthatisit.

“The GT-R LM isthe ultimate GT-R
and continues a sporting bloodline
for Nissan that goes back three
decades with NISMO. Le Mans drives
innovation sosuccess on the track will
lead to greater innovation inroad cars.
WearethenewKkidsat LeMans,nodoubt,
and our opponents are the bestinthe
world, but we will be ready for them.”

Against the grain

The GT-RLM wasbuiltand assembled
in America while NISMO developed the
hybrid drivetrainatits base in Omori,
Japan. Nissan hasnot confirmed itsUS
development partner, but Dan Gurney’s
California-based All American Racers

“We’re not
afraid to g,
innovate )
Ben i
Bowlby &=

I\'t -

Nissan GT-RLM

Chassis: Carbonfibre monocoque with
carbon body panels. Right-hand drive
position. ERS housed beneath driver's feet.
Engine:Nissan VRX30ANISMO
three-litre 60 degree V6 with direct injection
twin turbo. Petrol

Transmission: Five-speed sequential
gearbox with paddleshift and hydraulic
limited slip differential. Tilton 4-plate clutch
Suspension: Penske dampers with
four-way adjustment front and rear,
hydraulic anti-roll bar

Brakes: Six-piston front and four-piston
rear callipers. NISMO brake-by-wire
active ERS system.

Wheels: BBS centre-lock 16'x13' front
and 16'x9' rear

Dimensions:Length: 4.645m;

Width: 1.9m; Height: 1.03m; Minimum
weight: 880kg; Fuel tank: 68 litres.

firmisbelieved to have handled much
of the car’scomposite work.

The carhasalready started testingat
the Circuit of the Americas in Austin,
Texas, but will berelocated to Europe
forthe start of the FIA WEC campaign.

British designer Ben Bowlby has
overseen the projectand istherace
team manager. He also penned both
the DeltaWingand ZEOD RC. “LMP1
carsrepresent the pinnacle of current
racingtechnology; hugeenergy
recovery systems, super-efficient
engines and wild aerodynamics,” he
said. “That package produces extremely
fast carsfor their weight and endurance.
AnLMP1 covers practically the same
mileageasanentire F1seasonina24
hourrace.It’'savery different challenge.”

Bowlby said Nissan’s decision to opt
for afront-engined layout wasasmuch
forbalanceas it wastostand out. The
GT-RLMrunslargertyresatthe front
thantherear (14 inch widefront, nine
inchrear), makingit thereverse of the
philosophy of the LMP1 crop.

“We’vedistributed the mass
differently within the car,” Bowlby said.
“We’vemoved the main mass forwards,
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Nissan believes it can take on LMP1 pacesetters with GT-R LM

sothe weight bias istowards the front
to giveustractionfor thefront-wheel
drive. We’ve alsomoved the aero
forwards so we’ve had tomake tyre
decisionstomanage the weight
distributionandload. Sothe aero centre
of pressure, the mass centre of gravity
andthe tyre capacity areall in harmony:
“Theregulations have allowed us
to createasignificantly different car.
Nissanare bold challengers whoaren’t
afraid toinnovate tofind performance
sowe’ve turned the whole concept of a
conventional LMP1 caronitshead.”
NISMO hasalso put much effort into
makingitsthree-litre engine asefficient
aspossible for the current fuel flow
limitations. Bowlby added: “The way
therules are worked out meansthat the
moremegajoules [of hybrid power] you
have the more total energy you can have
and thefaster you can go, even though
your fuel allowance is cut. Each
megajoule is worth an amount of
lap time, soan 8MJ car compared to
a2MJ car will be faster over onelap.
“Alsothe more efficient youmake
the engine the faster you will be. You
areburningthe same amount of fuel
asyour competitors inthe same class
whether your engine is efficient or
inefficient. But an efficient design will
give youmore power. The KERS system
will harvest from the front axle and that
energy will then be used to supplement
drive out of acorner [viaboth thefront
and rear-wheels, creating temporary
four-wheel drive].”

High expectations
Despite itbeingnew to the LMP1arena,
Nissan hashigh hopesforitsfirst year.

NISMO’s Darren Cox said: “AllTwant
istoknow our team did the best it can
this year. What we’reaimingforistodo
thebest of our ability. There’salot we
can’t control, for example we don’t
know where our rivals will be with their
new carsuntil we gettothefirstrace.

“If we’ve done our bestI'll be delighted
toseegood results come our way. I think
we have all the strength and knowledge
inthis groupforthattotranslate into
some greatresultsthisyear.”

TOYOTA COMMITS TO WRC PROGRAMME

Gene targets Le Mans
podium with Nissan

Spaniard Marc Geneis the
first driver to be confirmed for
Nissan’s renewed Le Mans attack.

Gene was part of Peugeot’s
Le Mans-winning line-up in 2009
when he shared a 908 HDi FAP
LMP1 with David Brabham
and Alexander Wurz.

The 40-year-old, former Ferrari
F1 testdriver, hasrecently raced
for Audi’s factory squad. He
finished second at Le Mans last
season after being called up to
share the number one R18 e-tron
quattro with Tom Kristensen and
Lucas di Grassi after Loic Duval
wasruled out of therace.

“I’'m delighted to drive for
Nissan, and to be competing
with the GT-R LM in the most
demanding and prestigious race
inthe world is something I'm
very proud of,” he said. “This
isagreatteam already. The
mechanics and engineers are
all very professional and I bring
my experience of Le Mans.

“Having an experienced driver
definitely helps a team. From
my firstlapsin the carIfelt
comfortable, despite it being
anew design never used at
Le Mans. I could feel the power of
the engine and hybrid systems
and the efficiency of
the aerodynamics.

“Our goal is the podium

and ultimately )

the Le Mans win. -e" = -1
Butthereare & | ]
no sl}or?cuts ';E“
to winning s m
LeMans,

especially now "' \
that this year Erie
will be the most 3 &
competitive, with
four manufacturers.” ¢

el

"N

Gene:impressed . N = 1
with GTR-LM

PAGE 16




14 FEBRUARY 4 2015 motorsport-news.co.uk

Kellett moves to GTS
Challenge with TCR

Ginetta Junior ace James Kellett
will graduate to the Ginetta GT5
Challenge with champion squad
Total Control Racingthis season.

The 16-year-old, who finished
second inlast year’s Junior
Championship and scored five
race wins, willlead the team’s
assaulttodefend itscrown. The
squad won thetitlelast year with
George Gambledriving.

“I'vegotmysightsseton GTand

sportscarracinginthe future so
thisisthe perfect next step for
us,” Kellettsaid. “Iwasabit
disappointed not to win the
GinettaJuniortitlelastyear,
but we’re only looking forward.
“Theaimistotryand winthe
championship in my first season
andI know TCR will give meacar
capable of fightingfor thetitle.”

Fonseca aims for
F4 title with Lanan

BRDC F4racer Rodrigo
Fonseca will switch to
champion squad Lanan
Racing for a title assault
this season.

The 18-year-old
Mexican, who made his
championship debut with
Douglas Motorsport last
year, established himself
asatop 10 challenger.

His bestresult was fourth
place at Silverstone in
August. He finished

13th in the points and then
had abreakthrough in the
Winter Series when he
won twice at Brands
Hatch in November.

“I'mreally happy to
be working with Lanan
Racing this year,” Fonseca
said. “Last year was my
first season in single-
seaters soit was alearning
year, now I have more
experience and I'm more
prepared for this year.

“The goal for this season
istobe championinF4
and Ithink together with
Lanan Racing we will be
abletodoit.”
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James Pull put in the laps
with FFord champion JTR
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ByRussell Hayes

MSA Formulateams have
responded positively to the
championship’s Mygale-
builtracer afteritwas
shaken down in testing
forthefirsttime lastweek.
Thefirstbatch of 15FIA
F4-specification cars was
delivered to customerslast
month, with teamsbeginning
totest with the French-built
chassisand Ford turbocharged
engine. British single-seater
powerhouses Carlin and Fortec
Motorsportsjoined reigning

¥

chass

British Formula Ford
championJTR inrunningits
new cars atboth Brands Hatch
and Rockingham.

Carlin’s MSA Formula team
manager Martin Knapman
said: “Fromfirst impressions,
Mygale hasbuilta very good
car. We spent three daysat
Rockingham ironingoutany
early handling issues which the
drivers may have had. Thecar,
asyou’d expectfromajunior
single-seater, has alowlevel of
downforce which producesless
grip. Sothe car moves around
abit, which isgood forthe

TF Sport to field
second GT3 Aston

‘ British GT'squad TF Sport
will field a second Aston
Martin Vantage GT3 this
season after signing Jody
Fannin and Andrew Jarman.

Both Fannin and Jarman
bringrecent sportscar
experience to the team,
with Fannin havinglifted
the British GT4 title in 2012
before moving on to sporadic
GT3outings with Nissan
around Europe. Jarman
finished second in GT41ast
year alongside Devon Modell.
Eurostar will sponsor their
Vantage GT3.

Fannin, 21, who tested the
Aston in Portimao last year,
said: “We’ve worked hard to
putthistogetherandit’sa
great opportunity. Andrew
didagoodjobin GT4last year
solhope wecanrunatthe
sharpend.”

Matt Bell and Derek

shakedown|react

Johnston willhandle TF
Sport’sother Vantage GT3
and the team has a Vantage
GT4 caravailable.

Lando Norris ran
for Carlm s test

Triple champ Rivett
focuses on Clio title

Arestructuringof the WDE
Motorsportsquad has convinced
team boss and triple Renault UK

categoryasitallowsthedrivers
tolearnsignificantly.”

Top FormulaRenault3.5
racer Oliver Rowland helped
the Fortec squad begin its
testingschedule, and praised
the speed of the caraswell as
itshandlinginfastcorners.

“I’vebeen quite surprised
atjusthowquick thecaris,”
said Rowland. “Itslides
through corners, such as Pif-
Paf at Rockingham, quite
similarly to the old [Tatuus-
built] BARC Renault car,
without snappingon youlike
themore modern two-litre

Clio Cup champion Paul Rivett
thathe will be in contention for
thisyear’stitle.

The 36-year-old last claimed the
championship crown in2011. He
dovetailed hisracingin the new
fourth generation Cliolast year
with managingtheteam. Rivett
said the experienceof racing
and managingbegantoprovide
results towards the end of the
season, and afurther restructure
will ease the pressure on him.

“Lastyear wasatotally new
scenarioforme,” Rivettsaid. “We
went intoround one with zero
testing so were immediately on
theback foot. Iwasalso havingto
engineer the car. But we ended
witharace wininthefinalround.

“We’ve brought in new people so

Renaultcando.Itgavemea
good feel of mechanical grip.
Iwasreally pleased with the
Hankook tyres.

“Mygale and Ford need to
work ona couple of early issues
which we’ve encountered, but
the car will produce good junior
racing, which we’veneeded in
this country.”

JTR boss Nick Tandy, who
shook down the car at Brands
Hatch, said: “The carhasagood
amount of torque thankstothe
turbo. The cars will still be
movingaround on thelimit,
which isexactly what we want.”

Mowle and Osborne will challenge for GT3 title in BMW Z4

Icanconcentrateonmyracing.”

Mowle motivated for Triple Eight British GT title assault after tough opening two campaigns

Triple Eight Racingpairing Lee
Mowle and Joe Osborne say thata
titlechallenge in the British GT
Championship is essential for
them thisyear.

Mowle and Osborne will
return to the championship for a
third season runninga BMW Z4
GT3machine. While they
have stood on the podium
before, they have yet to take

anoutrightrace victory in
the championship. The team
endured anightmare starttolast

season when one of their cars
was written off duringtesting
for Qulton Park.

Mowle said the squad, which
also operates MG’s British
Touring Car Championship
programme, was retuning more
motivated than ever toput the
record straight. “This is thefirst
year I'vereally been up for going
inand winning British GT,” he
said. “My first year I felt out of
my depth and didn’t know what
toexpect, and then the terrible

more intoa GT team rather
than perhaps a touring car team
runninga GT3. The carisnothing
likethe one weran last year, it’s in
areally good place now.”
Osborneadded: “It’s pretty
simple, we didn’t improve in year
two for whatever reason. Weneed
tomake thathappen this year.”
Osborneand Mowle will
also contest the full Blancpain
Endurance Series with team
protege Ryan Ratcliffe beingt
hecar’sthirddriver.

starttolast year meant our
chances were over before they
really started.

“When weraced in Dubai
[24 hours] at the start of the
year Irediscovered alot of that
enthusiasm and desire thatI'd
lost. There’salot of characters
onthegrid I wanttobeat this
year. This is the most motivated
we’ve been. Having Keith
Cheetham [chief GT engineer
and ex-Trackspeed boss] has
pushed us forwards and made us

D RENAULT CHAMPION BARNICOAT RETURNS FOR KARTING ATTACK
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Tarun Reddy for
MSA Formula title

Tarun Reddy has
targeted race victories
from the opening
weekend of the season
after switching to the
inaugural MSA Formula
Championship with the
Double R Racing squad.

The 17-year-old from
Chennai, who was one
of three drivers to
successfully come
through the Force India
Flsquad’s ‘Oneina
Billion’ initiative,
claimed podium finishes
in last season’s Protyre
Formula Renault
Championship.

“I’'m very pleased to
sign with a prestigious
team like Double R
Racing, which hashad a
tremendous amount of
success in F3,” said Reddy.
“The goal is to win from
the get-go and with the
experience and resources
the team holds, I’'m sure
this is very possible.”

Team principal
Anthony Hieatt said:
“Tarunis an exceptionally
gifted young driver. We
Kkept a close eye on his
progress last year in
Formula Renault. I've got
absolutely no doubts that
Tarun will be a serious
contender in MSA
Formula this year.”

|
Reddy: high target

Century in two-car
GT Cup assault

Top Ginetta customer outfit
Century Motorsport will field
atwo-carattack inthisyear’s
GT Cup.

Team owner Nathan Freke and
fellow racer Ollie Hancock will
pair up with track day converts
Steve Fresle and Russian driver
Ruben Anakhasyan respectively.
The G55machines willrun in
GT4 specification.

Anakhasyan obtained hisrace
licence in December 2013 and
signed up for the Lotus Elise
Trophy last season. Fresle
stepped into a G55, entering
the first event of the Britcar
season at Silverstone last year
before ending the season in the
final Ginetta GT4 Supercup
rounds at Brands Hatch in the
newly introduced AM class.

“Itwasasteeplearning curve
lastyear,” Freslesaid. “The
GT Cup, with its full grids and
excitingmix of cars,isa
fantastic championship that
Tamreally looking forward to
competing in. For my first full
seasonIamlookingtoimprove
over the year and hopefully get
my hands on a Pirelli cap.”
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Ex-British Formula 3racer
Jay Bridger will return to
competition this season with
his own National Formula
Ford 1600 squad.

Bridger won arace at Brands
Hatch on his way to fifth in
the 2007 British Formula Ford
standings before graduating
to British F3. He won the
National Class in 2008, but
hasn’t competed regularly
since his third year in British
F3 with Litespeed.

HisBridger Motorsport
concern now plans to run two
Mygales in the National FF1600
series, with Bridger driving
one of thecars.

“Thaven’tbeenracingfora
while and I wanted to get back
intoit,” said the 27-year-old.
“Because Iam lucky enough to
have somefacilities—we have a
family building we can use —it
made iteasier.

“I’'vebeen aiming to have my
own team since 2010, Ijust

AKES]

ETURN

needed to geteverything
together. Iwasn’t goingtorace
initially, but we got the backing
andtheteamhasalottolearn,
soIthoughtit’d be easier to
drive myself.”

Bridger, who has already
started testing, wants to
develop the cars and hopes the
team will be able to expand into
higher-profile series in future.

“FF1600is quite competitive
atthe moment, with good
teams and drivers,” added

Bridger (r) plans to race one
of the team’s two Mygales

Bridger, whose team will
include personnel from his F3
days. “ButIwant to win and be
competitive. We want to be as
good as the best team out there.

“Theideaistostartoff at
thislevel and see where we go.
Iwanttobuild something for
thelong-term.”

Bridger Motorsportalso has
aDallara F3 car and Bridger
ishopingtorun itfor Jamie
Unwin in Monopostoracing
thisyear.

Stilp wants nothing else hut Clio Cup title

Renault UK Clio Cup race
winner Jordan Stilpis
aiming for the title this
season after re-signing with
the 20Ten Racing squad.

The 20-year-old claimed
threerace victories in his
maiden season with the team
in the championshipin 2014,
including dominating the
mid-season double header
at Croft. He finished third
in the points.

“I’'m going out to winitand
nothingelse,” said Stilp, “no
thirds or seconds, just wins.
AndIfeellikeI’m goingtobe
the champion. When we roll
up for the first tworaces at
Brands Hatch I want to hit
the ground running and
thrash everyone.”

The team has also
confirmed it willruna
second car for Masters
Cup challenger, and former
Renault 5 Turbo champion,
Mark Howard.

Team principal Simon
Huntsaid: “Firstly we have
continuity in the team which
is very important. Jordan
wants to win and the way he
won at Croft last year was
extraordinary. That really
was a turning point and he
was so strong after that. It
lifted everyone’s confidence
and determination. If his
first half of the season had
been like his second half he
would have been champion
and I believe this year will
behis year.”

Hill claimed ninth place on UK debut at MG Live at Silverstone

MG Trophy switch for Aussie champion Hill

Australian tin-top champion
Cody Hill will relocate tothe
UK this yeartocompete inthe
MG Trophy Championship.

Hill will take over the wheel of
Chris Bray’srace-winning ZR190
machine for this season. Hill
travelled across from Australia to
contestaone-off round atthe MG
Liveeventat Silverstonelast year
andfinished ninth on hisdebut
on UK circuits.

Hill won the Australian
equivalent of the MG Trophy in
2014, havingbought and shipped
Paul Luti’s LE500to Australia. He
hopestogainexperienceinthe
club-level class before pushing
towards an eventual British

Touring Car seat, followingthe
career path of Jack Goff.

“After Silverstone the chance
came upformetorace Chris’s
Finishline-runZR190and I felt
thetiming wasrighttomakethe
move,” said Hill. “MGracingin
Australia hasmany different
models and engine variations
soyouneed adifferent strategy
racingthere. Buttheracingin
the UK seems much closerand
more competitive.

“Iwanttotreatthisyearasa
steppingstonetohigher-profile
championshipslike the Renault
Clio Cup, and then maybe towards
the BTCC. Fornow my focus is
achievingthebestIcanthisyear.”

HOW THE BRITS FARED AT THE DAYTONA 24 HOURS

MALCOLM
SCOTT

Age: 59 Lives:Upminster, Essex
Still racing and defying his
daughter...

He wenttoschool

“lwas more of a bike riderin my
early days before focusing on
business for over 20 years. Formy
40th birthday though, my wife sent
me to the Silverstone Race School
foranintensive five-day course. |
struggled and wondered why so
many people were successful!

I was in the same group as Sam
Bird, who was starting out. He
was blisteringly fast’

Butfailed his ARDS
“Atthe end of the course, | failed
my ARDS test! Nobody fails that
afterthe course! | remained at
the race school fortwo to three
years but it was becoming too
expensive!

BeganinaVanDiemen

“I| contacted the 750 Motor Club
and bought John Moore's Formula
Ford Van Diemen RF95 Zetec.

I stayed around in the club’s
Formula 4 category for 10 years,
and ittook me sixyears to win the
1800 ‘E’ classttitle, which I did in
anRFOO chassisin 2010

Inspired family torace
“My daughter, Jennifer, caught the
racing bug when she was young
and won the 1800 classtitle

the year after me. She met her
husband at Mallory Park. During
the 2008 Formula Ford Festival
at Brands Hatch, she was hitup
the inside by Kevin Magnussen
at Graham Hill Bend. It rolled the
carfourtimes and wrote it off. It's
still spoken about when the F1
comesonthe TV now”

Switched toaDallara

“l wanted to try something with
slicks and wings and so moved
to the Monoposto championship,
buying a Dallara F398, Formula

3 car. It was abrilliant machine.

It was sitting in someone’s
workshop for many years with
very little use. It was good in every
way. | won the championship with
itin 2012 although I was lucky
with my competition!

Aiming for F3 Cup

“I'm going to try a couple of F3
Cup rounds this year, possibly in
anoverseas F302 car. It's always
something I've wanted todo and
is the real top level of club racing. |
want to prove Jennifer wrong, that
Iwould stillbe racing by the time |
hitthe age of 60!"
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The warm welcome Akio Toyoda
received atlastyear’s Rally Finland
helped swing Toyota’s return to
the World Rally Championship.
The world’s biggest car maker
announced it would beback inthe
WRCin2017,18 years after it walked
away from the series as world
champion, bound for what would turn

outtobean eight-year stay in Formulal.

Toyota Motor Corporation president
Toyoda outlined the firm’s WRC plans
at TMC’s annual motorsport press
conference in Tokyolast Friday. And
headmitted the reception he received
indJyvaskylasurprised him.

Toyodasaid: “Many fans asked me
when Toyota would return tothe WRC.
Peopletalked about Toyota’s history in
the WRC [and]I wasfilled with surprise
and gratitude that somany people still
remembered. I started tofeel strongly
that we must return while people still
remember. We are doing this tomake

(1

better cars, to make people smile. We
decided toreturn tothe WRC and we
plantostartcompetitionagainin2017.”

Toyodahasalways been interested
inthe public perception of arally
programme. When he appeared on
Japanese television commentatingon
the powerstage atlast year’s Monte
CarloRally; hesaid: “Iwouldlike to
hearmessages thatfans want Toyota
tochallengethe WRC again.”

Toyota’sindependent motorsport
company, the Cologne-based Toyota
Motorsport GmbH will continue to
develop the Yaris WRC andrun it
from 2017 onwards. Toyoda added
that Friday’s decision marked the
startof anew chapterinthefirm’s
motorsport history.

“Last time we competed in 1999,” he
said, “that makes me think we arenot
announcingareturn... but perhaps
astart. Wemustbeginagain from
scratch and carefully prepare both
teamand cars.”

The Yaris, which was completed last

Toyoda visited Rally Finland

year, hasalready run asignificant
number of testmilesonboth asphalt
and gravel. But that development will be
stepped up now with the confirmation
that the car will cross the startramp in
Monte Carlo inlessthan two years.
TMG’stechnical director Pascal
Vasselon admitted that, while there
was plenty of rally experiencein
Cologne, goingback to world rallying
would still provide a challenge.
“Thereare three main technical
challenges for a World Rally Car,” said

BRITISH HISTORIC RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP KICKS OFF
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Vasselon. “Thefirstistobeat the weight
limit. The second is to have a powerful
enough engine for these four-wheel-
drive cars—they are underpowered —and
third isto have efficient suspension. In
circuitracing, the conditions are well
known and the performance window for
thecarsisverynarrow-butinrallying
itisall aboutbeingable to performin
any kind of conditionsand a good World
Rally Car will offer thedriveramuch
wider working performance window.”
TMG president YoshiakiKinoshita,
himself arally driver sincehe was 18
yearsold, isdelighted at thenews that
Cologne will be back at the forefront
of the WRC.
“Itisagreathonourtobeaskedtobring
the Toyota name back to the World Rally
Championship,” hesaid. “Toyota did
rallies for 25 years and the WRC was
Toyota’s first global motorsportactivity.
Rallyingisinmy blood and when we
started tobuild the Yaris, I went tothe
workshop every day, [ wasjumping
around the cartoseetheprogress.”

fa,

Kinoshitaadded that preparingforand
running Toyota’s WRCreturn alongside
TMG’sexisting World Endurance
programme would be hard work.

“Torun two works motorsport
programmes simultaneously is, of
course, achallenge,” hesaid. “But,
we believe we have the expertiseand
determinationtosucceed. There is
much todoas wemakethejourney
backto WRC, butto havereceived the
support of Toyota Motor Corporation
and our president Akio Toyoda is
already very encouraging.”

Carlos Sainz was thefirstdriverto
wina World Rally Championship for
Toyotaand thefirsttodosowitha
Japanese car maker. Sainztold MN
he wasdelighted with the news of
hisold employer’sreturn.

“It’sfantastic news for motorsportand
specifically for the WRC,” said Sainz. “I
hadsuchan incrediblerelationship with
Toyota, it washistoric.Thave great
memoriesof working with thisteam.I
was very happy to hear thisnews, Toyota
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* Rally cars, service vehicles, classic and sports
cars for the road and compefition use,
Motorhomes, trailers, tools and spares insurance,
for the road and storage and transit.

» Molorspori molorirade, motorirade, combined
commercial, public liability for teams, preparation
companies, promoters, clubs and individuals.

* Personal accident cover for the whale season or

for a one off evenl.

= Stand alone trackday cover for all types
of vehicles and venues.

= Corporate events, TV and filming insurance.

* Motorsport photographers liability insurance
- UK, EU and worldwide cover available.

+ Special vehicle and prototype insurance for
the road and track.

= Road section insurance for events, clubs and

organisers large and small.

Contact us on

0115 965 1020

Monday to Saturday
or visit reis.co.uk for
more information

Like us on fecebeok  Follow us on m

WEIS li & trading aame of Chaucer Insurance
Servie Limiled autberied and regulaied
by the Finanoial Comdmct Aarihority.
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VIEW FROM THE WORLD STAGE

“This is a fantastic chance
on my home event”

World Rally Car run for Raftery, p19

JERRY

m—

= TECH SPEC = Who will drive for
—— Toyota m Toyotain the WRC?
—- § Ya.?lsWR'C‘ = Toyotahas gonefor a curious mix
E— fgggﬁ: capacity: of driversin itsdevelopment team.

Toyota Team Europe has put mileage on WRC test car !

When TMG announced it

Yaris is already close to the pace, according to sources

some early miles on the car

| Type:In-line four-cylinder
Directinjection:Upto
200 bar
| Turbo pressure: 2.5 bar
absolute (maximum)
ARirrestrictor:33mm
Power:300hp
(at 6000rpm)
Toxrque:420Nm
Maxrevs:8500rpm
Transmission:six-
speed sequential
Clutch:ZF Sachs
Brakes :300mmdiscs on
gravel, 365mm on Tarmac
Wheels: 7inx 15in gravel,
8inx 18in Tarmac
Tyres:Michelin
Dimensions:
Length 3910mm;
width 1820mm

Instead, TMG will continue

Stephane Sarrazinis, perhaps, the
mostobviousashe’salready on
the payroll-drivingfor the firm’s
WEC programme.

One-time F1racer Sarrazinhasa
decentrallying pedigree, with his
bestresults comingon asphalt. He
won the Tour of CorsicainaFord
FiestaRRClast year, but most
famously gave the Subaru World
Rally Team a bloody nose on the
2004 Catalunya Rally, when he
guidedan older Impreza WRC to
fourth, 16 secondsahead of Petter
Solberg. Sarrazin wasrunning
Michelin rubber, which worked
better on the Spanish stages.

Hejoined SWRTfor the nexttwo
seasonsonapartprogramme. His
rallyingactivities were curtailed
by afull-timereturntoracing with
Peugeot. When and where he could,
he competed ina207 S2000.

Sebastian Lindholm is one
of the world’s most renowned
testdrivers, but the success he
managed in helping Peugeot’s 206
WRC alongis balanced by some

“Toyota was a
huge force for
good in WRC”

an

hatbrilliant news.
After 17 years,
Toyotais heading
back to the WRC.
Just think:if we
can keep hold of
Citroen we’ll have five active teams
in2017... alevel not seen since 2006.
Inthe past, team boss Ove Andersson
gave the championship huge support;
not least with his total backing for the
World Rally Teams Association. The
WRTA was formed by the then MN rallies
editor Mike Greasley, Richard Seth-Smith

wasbuildingan entry-level in Tuscany. Gravel testing totestthe Yarisaroundthe troubled times with Suzuki’s SX4 and others in the mid-1990s.
Toyota YarisR1A in August continued in Franceand world, while evolving it WRC. Lindholm’s pace on gravel, g i
2013,itdidn’ttakelongforthe  Sardiniabefore asphalt intotheall-new technical particularly athomein Finland, is t oAmn : te (: : ?ﬁ 2 saw |trs \;ar:quet ars &l :f,t artt?? Pt
World Rally Championship settings were dialled into regulationssettoarrive impressive. Aspartof Peugeot’s powerormo O. Spo S uling
toputtwoand two together. the carfor thefirsttime in time for the 2017 season. factory effort for Rally Finland in b_OdY_ - Alt_hOUQ heventually riven by internal
Four proved tobe the inTtalyin August. TMC president Akio 2004, he was sandwiched between rivalries, it showed the teams that together
correctanswer in December, While there’sbeenno Toyoda drove the carlate countrymen HarriRovanperaand they could combat the FIA.
when Cologne confirmed official confirmation of the lastyear in Hokkaidoand, Marcus Gronholm as thetrio However, Toyota was much more than that.
the existence of its Global car’space, MN’ssourcesclose  whenasked aboutthecar locked out the early podium ; ; A :
Race Engine-which would tothe team say the car would in Tokyo on Friday, he positions inthe 307 WRC. Bet'\:\/eehji E’ gfmesaf? ; :th: n%?ll":zascgl-ui?cﬂ;-ljawd
becomethebeatingheart be capable of competingclose  said: “It waslike meeting Eric Camilli, 27, is Toyota’s junior ! . .
of its Yaris WRC. tothefrontof thefield were agirlfriend Thad missed driver. He impressed at Toyota’s backed team run by Phil Collins.
The Yarisbegan testing ittobe homologated and for18years.” youngdriver test in November In 1989 and 1990 they steamrollered
forthefirsttimeinMarchlast — usedthisseason. The Yaris WRC appeared lastseason. Kevin Abbring was the British Open Championship. The
‘ year, when Toyota’s World The carwon’tbe for the firsttime in public believed to be thefirst choice, but GT-Fourwas in a class of its own and

Endurance Championship
racer Stephane Sarrazin put

T

homologated and it won’t
compete in its current guise.

atFriday’s press conference
in Tokyo.

when he signed for Hyundai, his
space was taken by Camilli.

ispartof myself andIam surethey will
doagoodjob when they comein2017.”

Toyota’sreturn was welcomed all
around the service park, with WRC
Promoter’s Oliver Ciesla pointingtothe
toseries’ importance to the global car
market. He said: “Toyota brings afifth
manufacturer into WRC, including
three of the world’s five biggest-selling
autocompanies. Thelast season in
which so many manufacturers were
represented was 2006. Thereisaclear
link between World Rally Cars and
the vehicles wedrive in the streetand
that’sapowerful marketingtool.It’s
excitingtoseethat,inadditiontothe
manufacturers already competing
inthe championship.”

Volkswagen team principal Jost
Capito posted amessage of supporton
theinternet, saying: “Toyotahasagreat
heritage inthe WRC and great success
and wearereally lookingforward to
havingproperfights and proper
competition when you are back.

So, thanks for comingback.”

Link between WRC and
road cars is important

Toyota has arich history in the World Rally Championship

Armin Schwarz in Celica ST205

Oneman stands at the forefront
of Toyota’shistory in the World
Rally Championship, Ove
Andersson. It was the Swede’s
own team—Andersson
Motorsport—whichfirstran
carsonbehalf of Toyotaand,
when the curtain came down
on Toyota’srally programme
in 1999, it brought toan end 25
yearsof continuous activity
inthesport.

While it missed out on the
GroupBera (therear-drive
CelicaTCT wasaregular
winner in Africa, butnomatch
foritsrivals on sprint-style
events), Toyota Team Europe —
asitbecame known-hitits
purple patch in the early
1990s Group A era.

Successive Celicas won
drivers’ and manufacturers’
titles, butitall went wrong

when thefinal incarnation of
the Celica, thelong-nose ST205
wasfound to have deviated
from therules concerningair
intakerestrictor. Toyota was
disqualified from 1995 and
banned for the following year.
When itreturned with the
Corolla WRC, Carlos Sainz
cameclosetoathird drivers’
title with Toyota in 1998. The

Llewellin, a shimmering young talent.
I spent alot of time around them and
it truly was a happy little outfit.

The WRC was, of course, bigger
business with soaring highs and deep
lows for the Japanese team.

The cars were always good to watch,
though. I remember seeing Hannu Mikkola
onthe 1977 RAC in the original Celica.

We were walking in to Ceri, in mid-Wales
when Hannu blatted past, all tweaked up,
right front wheel cocked over a ditch:

mighty impressive. One of the nicest
moments was Didier Auriol's well-deserved
title in 1994. Auriol always needed his car to
work perfectly for him. But that year he totally
gelled with the Celica, although onthe RAC
he was clearly driving for a finish.

Carlos Sainz was Toyota's most successful
driver, with 42 podiums, including 15 wins.
The team won four drivers’ and three
makes' titles and in Africa, seven Safaris and
three Ivory Coasts. Bjorn Waldegard once
told me he reckoned that all told he'd spent
three years of his life in Kenya.

And the lows: well, you don’t get much
worse than the turbo cheating scandal
of 1995 but for crushing heartbreak the
1998 RAC can't be beaten.

There were 400 yards to go on the final
stage at Margam Park. Then Sainz would be
champion. But standing at the stop line we
were transfixed to see the Corolla suddenly
eruptin a cloud of smoke as its engine blew.
Tommi Makinen, who crashed early on,
learned at the airport that he was champion.

Overall TTE was a huge force for good
over 27 years in the sport.

Here's hoping they hit the ground running
second time around.

2 F;
firm bowed out 12monthslater. = AG RE E IDIS AGREE?
. mn.letters@haymarket.com
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Discounts for Cork
Overseas competitors can take
advantage ofa 100 euros (£75)
voucherifthey enterthe March 14/15
West Cork Rally. The offeris open

to the first 20 overseas crews that
sign up. Regulations are available at
corkmotorclub.com. The rally willbe
the second round of the Irish Tarmac
Rally Championship.

Awards evening

The annual Herefordshire Motor
Club awards presentation will
take place on Saturday, February
21 atthe Three Counties Hotel in
Hereford. MN columnist Howard
Davies will compere the evening.
Tickets are available for £25
each, contact Jim Lewis on 07527
653 675 forinformation.

Spectator bonus

The North West Stages willhave a
revised spectator special stage this
weekend. The rally village opens at
1230hrs on Friday and the special
stage, at Preston Riverside, begins at
1939hrs. The action continues through
Saturday and finishes at 1800hrs at
Norcalympiain Blackpool.

Somerset changes
The Somerset Stages will be
based atthe YMCA Beach Hotel
ratherthan the Butlins centre as
ithasbeeninrecentyears.The
rally will run on Saturday, April 18
andis around a numerous
championships, including the
BTRDA Rally Series. A ceremonial
startin Minehead is planned to
take place on Friday evening.

Hyundai launches
second WRC team

Hyundai’ssecond World Rally
Championship team will be
presentonevery oneof the 12
remaining rounds this year, after
Hayden Paddon’s programme
was confirmed earlier this week.

TheKiwiwillbejoined inthe
renamed Hyundai Mobis World
Rally Team on atleast four events
by Kevin Abbringand British
co-driver Seb Marshall. No
decision has been taken when
Abbring will make hisdebut.

Team principal Michel Nandan
said: “Thenew team will be
headed up by Hayden and will
runinparallel tothe Hyundai
Shell World Rally Team. Weare
alsodelighted to give ourtest
driver Kevin the chancetotake
partinsome WRC eventsthis
year. We currently plan for Kevin
totake part infour eventsduring
2015 in afourth car, with aprecise
schedulestill tobe defined. While
Thierry [Neuville] and Dani
[Sordo] will rally for the Hyundai
Shell WRT, as they did in Monte
Carlo, the second team will allow
somerisingstarsthe chanceto
showcasetheirtalentona
competitive stage.”

The Mull Rally is one of the &

biggest tests in the sport

By David Evans

Mull Rally competitors Ross
and John Marshall have
stepped into safeguard the
future of the Scottishisland
event afterreading of its
troubled financial future
in Motorsport News.
Tunnock’s backingof the

. Tobermory-based eventended

. lastseason, bringing into
questiontherally’s future
withoutatitle sponsor. The
Marshall family struck a deal
with theevent organisers,

which will carry their backing
from the October 9-11 rally
through until the 50th
anniversary rally in 2019.
“We’ve always wanted to
putmoreback into Scottish
motorsport,and the
opportunity tobecometitle
sponsor of the Mull Rally was
one we couldn’tignore,” said
Ross Marshall, who guided his
Ford Escort Mk2to 23rd place
froma130-carfieldlast year.
Marshall isadirector of
Beatsons Building Supplies,
the new title sponsor of Mull.

David Higgins began his Rally America title defence
with an emphatic win on last weekend’s Sno*Drift
Rally in Atlanta. Higgins and co-driver Craig Drew
guided their all-new Subaru ImprezaWRX to a nine-
minute victory over the older version of Nick Roberts

Ross’sfather John added:
“Mull’safantastic place,and
therally ensuresitbecomesa
Meccafor international rally
drivers for one week every year.
Tobeassociated withitasa
company isaprivilege,and we
look forward to helpingthe
Mull Rally become even bigger
and more successful.”

Mull clerk of the courseIain
Campbellsaid: “This givesus
thefinancial backingtosecure
the future of theevent. And,
significantly for us, the support
iscomingfrom amotorsport

Peugeot UK star Chris Ingram
getshis European Rally
Championship challenge
underway in Latvia this week.
The 20-year-old drivesa
Peugeot UK-backed 208 R2on
theRally Liepaja, where he will
faceupto15ERC Juniorrivals.
With full backingfrom the
Coventry-based firm, Ingram
isdetermined tomakethe
mostoutof the yearahead.
Hesaid: “Webelieve we havea
very strong chance of success
inthe European Junior Rally
Championship this year, after
gainingvaluable experiencelast
year and having the perfect car
and team for this year’s battle.
Weare goingin tothis with the
objective of winningit, surein
the knowledge we have areally

British ace Ingram ready for Latvia ERC

Classified advertising: 0208 267 5355

family, as both John and Ross
Marshall have competed
regularly ontheevent. Asafirm
they arenot onlylooking after
some of the economic worries
that come withrunningsuch
aniconicevent, butthey want
toengage fully with the
community through their
Bobby Beatsons mascot.”

Campbellisplanninga
revised route for this year, with
more competitive mileage
butfewer stages through the
traditional twonightsand
oneday format.

good chance,andIam delighted
tohave Peugeot UK behind me.”
Ingramisquick toadmita
secondoutingin Latviaisa
different proposition tohis
home round of the WRC, where
he won his class by two minutes.
“Itwillbeahuge challenge in
Latvia, we’ll be up against many
Scandinavian and Baltic snow-
drivingexperts,” hesaid.
“However, after the strongresult
onRally GBlast year, we are
confident that we’ll give our
rivalsarun fortheirmoney.”
Fellow Peugeot driver Craig
Breen ischasinghisfirst winin
Latvia, havingfinished onthe
podium on this event for thelast
twoyears. The event includes 12,
usually snow covered stages and
finishes on Sunday evening.

D HISTORIC CHAMP MATTHEW ROBINSON ON HIS R.A.C. WIN
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Internet broadcast
set for NW Stages

The North West Stages
will be broadcast live this
weekend, in what is believed
tobeafirst for clubrallying.
Footage of the Blackpool
event, run over Friday and
Saturday, will be broadcast
live on a website. Viewers
will have to pay a one-off fee
of £5to watch theaction.
“The technology involves
an Outside Broadcast Unit
linked with a series of
stage-side cameras, probably
five,” said a spokesman.
“Friday’s coverage will be
the TRAX Stage at Preston
whilst Saturday’s will be
from Fleetwood Waterfront.
“It’snot cheap to do
this but we wanted to do
something different and
we have a history of being
trendsetters. We were first
to have an indoor parc
ferme and the first to have
arally village concept.”
Therally will be broadcast
on amgtv.co.uk.

Rally Poland won’t
cross the horder

This year’s Rally Poland will
feature aheavily revised route—
and won’t be crossing the border
to Lithuania-following criticism
of lastyear’sevent.

Last year, drivers were angered
ata250-mileroundtripto
Druskininkai, Lithuania, which
netted just 18 of the intended 55
competitive miles after two stages
hadtobe cancelled because the
road surface was too soft.

Clerk of the course Jaroslaw
Noworol said: “The schedule is
arranged [so] thatthereareno
stagesrun inthedark. Last year’s
stages, in most cases, appealed to
drivers,fansand media, but we
paid attention totheir suggestions
and opinions.

“Thisyear’srally will be held
in Poland solely. Theroute has
undergone bigchanges and only
the super special at the Mikolajki
Arenawill have the same course
aslastseason. Inother cases, we
use well-known pieces of special
stages, testsrun in the opposite
direction or sections used many
yearsago, butnot in the World
Rally Championship. There will
also be completely new special
stages,among which there will
bethelongestoneintherally.”

Theroute for 2015 is 90 per cent
new and runs to 206 competitive
miles. Friday will provide a tough
opener, with 100 competitive
miles, more than half of which
comes courtesy of abraceof runs
attheevent’s26-milelongest stage
—whichisalsothelongeststage
everruninPolishrally history.
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KEEPING AN EYE ON IRELAND

BRIAN
PATTERSON

“The Galway
has gained a
decent entry”

‘Stokes was unable to stop
the charge of Pritchard’

Red Kite historic rallying report, p22

Photos: Roy Dempster and Jakob Ebrey

RAFTERY LANDS DREAM
MINI DRIVE ON GALWAY

Raftery will get to grips
with a WRC-spec Mini

Billy Coleman YoungDriver
of the Year Dean Raftery says
makinghisdebutina World
Rally Caronthis weekend’s
Galway International Rally will
beakey momentinhiscareer.
The 23-year-old campaigned
aFord FiestaR2inlastyear’s
British Rally Championship
and willdrivea Mini this

weekend. Five-time Tarmac
champion Eugene Donnelly
will pilotasecond Mini WRC
ontherally.
“Eugeneisalegendonthe
Irishroadsand I'msureIcan
learnalotfrom him both before
and duringtheevent,” said
Raftery. “It’ll provide a great
benchmark tojudge my stage

times by, but Iwill certainly be
driving my own event, atleast
forthefirstfew stages.”

Raftery’sdriveispartof
theprizefor winningthe
Motorsport Ireland Young
Driver of the Year Award. “This
issuch afantastic opportunity
onmy homeevent in front of
my home crowd,” hesaid.

Jennings thinks that he

will battle at the front
i

Jennings targets victory despite a lack of Subaru seat time

Former Irish TarmacRally
champion Garry Jennings
believes he will be on the pace
forthisseason’s openinground
despite having only competed
oncesince August.

Thenew season begins with
the Galway International Rally
this weekend. Jennings was
second inlast year’sITRC and

hasonly competed onthe
Turkey Run Rally, in December,
since the final round of 2014.
“I’'mpretty confident that
we’ll be on the pace of the guys
atthefront when things get
going,” hesaid. “Last yeara
mistake [hitting water and
spinning on stage eight] cost
us victory. Up until that point

there wasn’tmuch separating
meorDeclan [Boyle].”
Jennings stopped short of
committing to the whole series
but haslauded the category:
“It’shard to getaway from doing
theserallies.It’shard tobeat the
Irish Tarmac Championship in
my opinion. It’sthe premier
seriesinIrishrallying.”

Moffett ready to make Fiesta WRC impact on challenging event

Double Production Class
champion Josh Moffett will
debuthis Ford Fiesta WRC
on this weekend’s Galway
International Rally.

Moffett won back-to-back
Production titles in the Irish
Tarmac Rally Championship
inaMitsubishiLancer E9and
hasrecently purchased the
ex-Craig Breen car. Heand
co-driver John Rowan won the
Sligo Stagesinasimilar car
lastyear inaone-off outing.

“Thereisonly somuchyou

canfind outaboutacar during
atest,” said Rowan. “When
you’reinarally you cover more
milesonastage where grip
levelsare changingandthe
speedstend tobehigher.”
Rowan said the quality of the
Galway field means they will
shift theirattention away from

settingfastesttimes: “Galwayis |

thekind of place where things
can go wrong so it will be safety
firstforus. We want togetas
muchmileage as we can before
the Circuit of Ireland in April.”

“Whatan incredible carto
compete in. It will beaunique
drivingexperience compared
tothe Fiestabut hopefully Ican
adapt tothe power. McGeehan
Motorsportisrunningthe car
and we should beabletofita
testinsoIcangetafeelforit.”

Raftery will be co-driven on
the event by Mark Kane.

Route change to
help Galway Rally

Organisers of the
Galway International
Rally will run a varied
route in a bid to avoid the
flooding problems that
hampered the 2014 event.

Therally takes place
this weekend and is
the opening round of
the Irish Tarmac Rally
Championship.

“Last year will go down
in history -much like
1988 did - for being the
year of the floods,” said
clerk of the course
Kieran Donohue. “This
led to stages being
shortened and caused
problems for spectators
asroads were flooded.”

Some parts of the route
have been moved to
higher ground. “There
isalways a dry stone wall
waiting for a competitor
who gets out of line,”
said spokesman Sean
Hassett. “Crews can
expect the best roads
that County Galway
has to offer, meaning a
mix of fast, flowing,
tight and twisty
mountain stages.”

Interestin therally
has been strong, with
reigning ITRC champion
Declan Boyle topping
the entries.

Garry Jennings, the
2013 champion, is the
number two seed and
multiple champion
Eugene Donnelly is
atnumber three.

tis all stations go this week for the

Irish Tarmac Rally Championship.

The opening Galway Rally is this

weekend and the details of round

two, the Clonakilty-based St

Patrick’s weekend West Cork
Rally, have beenreleased.

There was a fear that West Cork, which has been
incorporated into the Irish Tarmac series for the first
time, would affect the Galway entry.

This doesn't appearto be the case. Justa few
weeks after West Cork, the third round of the
Tarmac s the Circuit of Ireland. Not too long after
thatis the Killarney Rally of the Lakes. Now all these
rallies are tough, two-day special stage events, and
all Tarmac championship counters.

Foraprivateer, such as 2013 Tarmac champion
Garry Jennings, the budget and time commitment is
very high. Some would say too high. Fortunately, this
weekend's Galway has received adecent entry,
with a greattop 10 and over 70 crews, whichis
something similar to last year. So perhaps the extra
round, West Cork, is not having such an effect.

Itis particularly good to see Billy Coleman Award
winner Dean Raftery getting the opportunity to join
five times Tarmac champion Eugene Donnellyina
two car Colm Quinn BMW Mini WRC team in the
Galway entry. This will be a massive step up for
23-year-old Galway man Dean. Winning the Billy
Coleman Award will not have done any harmin
helping him get the drive.

Dean was to go testing the car towards the end
of last week, but snow put paid to that. This will
certainly be a big step for the R2 British champion,
whereas his team-mate Eugene Donnelly has had
afairbit of experience in the car, sometimes not
exactly to plan.

Last season Eugene uncharacteristically went off
the road —twice. Of course, drivers such as Eugene
and Sam Moffett that are in the new breed of
1600cc WRCs have to drive very hard to match
the Subarus. That's because their WR Cars have
to run with 33mm restrictors.

Just how much of the quality entry in Galway will
be carried over to West Cork, we must wait and
see. The Cork club is making a big effort to attract
crews, with all sorts of vouchers from the Clonakilty
Chamber of Commerce to help encourage entries,
particularly from overseas crews.

In West Cork’s heyday, when it was a round of
the MIN Championship, the number of competitors
from outside Ireland was remarkable. Backin 1981
the late Tony Pond, with Ronan Morgan co-driving,
won the rally in a Chevette. Tony won the Manx too.

On watching a Barrie Hinchliffe film of the 1981
Manx Rally recently, it was a reminder of not only
how good the coverage was, more like a feature film,
but how natural and amusing the interviews with the
drivers were. Not like this modern day corporate
speak at all. Walter Rohrl was contesting that rally,
and he was brilliant. However his Porsche snapped
adriveshaft at the Mines cattle grid, within sight of
thefinish. It was a reminder that ‘every force has
an equal and opposite force’. But this was one
equation the Porsche engineers didn’t get right.

The only Porsches we will see on the Galway will
be in the Historics. Wouldn'titbe greatto see a
couple ofthe new 911 R-GTs in the field —and
perhaps recapture some of that Hinchliffe magic.

y AGREE/DISAGREE?

mn.letters@haymarket.com
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BRITS AT DAYTONA

THE GREAT AMERIGAN

PHIL KEE,

PhilKeenhasbeenaregularina
variety of sportscarmachinery at
both domesticand international level
overthe years. Butthanksto winning
the Sunoco Whelan Challenge, the
31-year-old had the chance tomake

hisDaytona debut in the Coyote DP
run by last year’s winner, Action
ExpressRacing. Havingearned
theprize drive by winning the 2014
Radical SR3 Challenge, he grabbed
hisopportunity with both hands.
On hisfirstexperienceof the car

=

duringtesting in December, Keen
stunned the team with how quickly
hegotdown toafrontrunningrace
pace. And he continued tomake abig
impression duringthe 24 Hours itself.
“It’'sverymuchlikeabig GT car
with carbon brakes,” says Keen of the
Chevrolet Corvette-engined machine.
“Itdoesn’trunalotof aerobecause
they take the diffuser and usual floor
off for Daytona. It’s got some aero but
notasmuchasitwould have.If ithad
the full aero package, maybe it would

have beenabitmoreof alearning
curve, butIseemedtogel with the
carquiteeasily”

Keen went intotherace with alittle

over501aps of experience in the Coyote.

Heended up goingfourth in thedriver

rotation, after Max Papis, Eric Curran

and Dane Cameron. By thattime, the
carhadlost 171apsthankstoachange
of torsion bar early on. But Keen was
thefastestdriver on track on multiple
lapsduringhisfirst stint.

The car, with Keen at the wheel,

recovered to seventh by thefinish,
which became sixth when the third-
placed Wayne Taylor Racingmachine
was penalised. It’sno exaggeration to
say that Keen, who was a high-profile
figure throughout the weekend thanks
tothe promotion of the Sunoco
Whelan Challenge, had ensured his
name will be in the minds of any team
owner needingadriver in thefuture.
“Yeah, but there areloads of drivers
outthere who candothetimes,” says
Keen, being excessively modest about

Several Britons took the chance to samp!
the Daytona 24 hour challenge” By £dd St

TEAM: ACTIONEXPRESS CAR: COYOTE-CHEVROLET CORVETTE DP
RESULT:6TH

anoutstanding performance. “It’s just
acaseof stayingout of trouble,doinga
good job and see what happens. Top of
theto-dolist wasnotdamagethe car.
You can takerisks, but youdon’t take
bigrisksbecause we were never going
tomake up 171aps. It was one of my
favouriteraces.Ican’tthank everyone
who hashelped me get here enough.”
Asfor Action Express, everyone
was impressed. One team member
mentioned their disappointment Keen
wouldn’tbe there for therest of 2015...




heentrylist
fortherecent
Daytona 24
Hourswas
littered with

And they were
very much to theforeinthe
endurance classic.

Notonly did Tom Kimber-Smith
win the Prototype Challenge class,
butRichard Westbrook finished
third overall, and Oliver Gavin
(GTLM) and Johnny Mowlem
(Prototype Challenge) claimed pole
positions intheir classes. Here’s how
five of the British driversfared at
Daytona. Their stories range from
the triumphant to the disastrous,
and everythinginbetween.

n grabbed Sunoco prize drive

British drivers.

PS5 ANDY MEYRICK

Thedistinctive DeltaWing wasrapid
duringpre-event testingand, despite
gearbox problems thatruined its
practicerunning prior to qualifying,
ex-British F3racer Andy Meyrick put
the car fifth onthe grid, just0.431s
off pole. Hopes were high that the
lightweight car, in the prototype class
despiterunningoutsidetheregs,
couldfightforarealresult.
Butitwasn’ttobe. Early on, Meyrick
overtook thereigning champion
Action Express Racing Coyote-
Chevrolet DP of Joao Barbosa before
challenging Scott Pruett for third place,
although a punctureforced afirst
pitstopearlier than scheduled. Then

LI,

“We got taken out on lap one by another
carandthenlost theoillines early on.
We got the carback, stuck oil in it, fired
itupandlooked at the data. We saw the
engine was bad, but not catastrophic,
and thoughtlet’s see how far we got
and worked our way through the

field from there.

“Losing oil pressure might have
done something tothe power steering,
because we got power steeringfade
early on, then inhour 13 it stopped.
Butotherteamshad problems, more
severe than ours, so we gotback up to

'&| NICK TAND

When Nick Tandy was at school in
Bedfordshire,alocalracingdriver
paidavisittohisschool and became
somethingof aninspiration. At
Daytona this year, they found
themselves dicing for thelead.

“Olly [Gavin] came tomy school when
Iwasabout eight years old, beforeI'd
evenstarted driving,” says Tandy. “I
wanted torace and because we were
from thenext villages, with whathe
hasachieved, especially in America
with Corvette in GT Racing, heismy
hero!T’'ll quite happily say that.

“It’s good to have guyslike Olly and
Darren Turner who you canrelate to
thathave had alasting professional
career. And people know how the guys

.

Twenty-seven year old Rory Butcher
was following the progress of the
Porsche he shared with Damien
Faulkner, Kuba Giermaziak, Mike
Skeenand Michael Avenattiearly in
therace. “Iwas watchingon the GPS
screen and saw the dotas Damien
crossed start/finish,” says Butcher.
“ITheard him come pastandthenI
heard screechingand spinning
andthought ‘ohno’.”

Any concerns Butcher;an
experienced hand in both British GT
and the Porsche Carrera Cup GBand
makinghisDaytona debut, had that his
racemightbe over before ithad begun
paled in comparison to what Faulkner
felt when he spun on fluid deposited by

RORY BUTGHER

the gearbox started to play up. After
only 421aps, he pulled off the track with
aterminal gearbox problem that put
the caroutof theracelongbefore
team-mates Katherine Legge, Memo
Rojasand Gabby Chaves could get in.

Butwhilethe DeltaWing was
classified last, thereare signs
of real progress.

“Lastyear finished strongly with
Petit Le Mans as the pace hasalways
been there, but there was the reliability
togetthrougha10-hourrace,” says
Meyrick, now inhisthird year inthe
caralthough only slated for occasional
drives while hefocuses on Bentley
GToutings. “There have been alot of

4| TOMKIMBER-SMITH

second.Igotin 2h40m fromtheend and
my job was to hunt down leader Colin
Braun.Iknew bringing it down would
putthepressureonandhemadea
mistake overtakinga DP, whichled to
him crashing. Ten minutes before, I
wasthereto get second asthere wasno
way I could make up 45 seconds in 20
minutes. It’snotnicetoseeacaronfire,
butI'd definitely take it to get the win!
“ThePrototype Challenge car [the
ORECA-Chevrolet FLM 09 used for
FormulaLeMans in Europe]ishard
todriveandall the carsintheclassare

from Britain operate, so you are more
accepted when you come over here.”
Tandy, of course, hasalready made
ahugename for himself in sportscar
racing. He won the GTLM class at
Daytonain 2014 and there’severy
possibility he will be driving an LMP1
PorscheatLe Mansthis year after
strong performances in testing. It
seemed this would be amorelow-key
raceforhim after strugglingin
qualifying with the pace of the Porsche
—hewasthefastest of thembutdown in
eighth in class with what he reckoned
was a stronglap. Meanwhile, Gavin
claimed pole, aturnaround in form
after the Corvette had been given
weight andrestrictorrule breaks.

thefailingDeltaWing. The Irishman
losttherear of the911 atthefast
approach totheleft-hander that takes
the carsfrom the bankingonto the
infield, clattering conesand damaging
bodywork on his way. “It was the
biggestspinI'veeverhad,” said
Faulkner. “We were lucky to survive
becauseat 185mph, I put my footon the
brake and the car just went sideways.”
The car continued with damage tothe
door and rear quarter-panel so Butcher
did gettotake overthe911later. Not
only did his pace stack up well inaline-
upfeaturingseveral well-respected
Porsche specialists, but he even had the
chancetolead the GTD classforatime.
“Thefirst stint wasfrantic,” he says.

TEAM: DELTAWING RACING
CAR: DELTAWING-ELAN/MAZDA DWC13 RESULT- 53RD

changes over the winter and the new
gearbox should have helped. But
Daytonaisatough ask, especially
withnew parts.”

The DeltaWing was spectacular,
although itisafar more comfortable
cartodrivethanitoncewas. “Ithasa
nicefeel,” says Meyrick. “Intheearly
days, that was one of thenegatives in
thatthe work rate inside the car was
high. Youreally had to hustleittogetit
toturn-in. And because youdidn’t have
such abigfront-tyre contact patch,
some drivers struggled with feel when
loadingupthefrontsand turningin.
Now, it isn’t conventional exactly, but it
ispredictableand itdidn’tusedtobe.”

identical, so thedriver can shine. The
engine spec changed this year tomake
us go quicker, but we were actually
slower on the straights. To overtake
GT cars was impossible, but once you
areoutof trafficthey are challenging
todrive even though they arenotas
sophisticated asan LMP2car.

“I’'ve gotabsolutely nothingelse
planned this year and wasn’t supposed
tobedoingDaytona until the last
minute, soit’sagood starttothe year.
Hopefully I canbuild fromthere,
particularly for LeMans.”

TEAM: CORE AUTOSPORT CAR: PORSCHE 911 RSR
RESULT:27THOVERALL, STHINGTLM CLASS

“We came into the weekend thinking
we were somewhere inand around the
pace,but wedidn’tthink we had the
pacetogetpole,” says Gavin. “Iwent
outof the pitsbehind Jan [Magnussen,
team-mate]and everything seemed to
fall into place.Igot the perfect tow from
him when thetyres were at their peak.”

Tandy droveastormingfirst stint
tochallenge Gavin, butneither were
in contention come the end of therace.
While Gavin’s Corvette dropped out of
thelead battle with damaged bodywork,
Tandy’s Porsche was collected by
the spinningsister machine of Earl
Bamber, whohad got onto the grass
and lost control. Gavin ended up third
and Tandy was down in fifth.

TEAM: GBAUTOSPORT GAR: PORSCHE 911
RESULT:21STOVERALL, 7THIN GT DAYTONA CLASS

“It was key thatIstayed ontheleadlap
soThadtopushoncoldtyres. Atone
point, with the pit stops, we ended up
leading, which wasreally cool.”

Any hope of agood resultended
when the car later suffered a blowout
that damaged the front bumper
andradiator, costing 121aps. But
Butcher kepthishead down when
hetook over thedelayed caragain
and showed he could cut it.

“Iapproached theteamattheend
of lastyearand made suremyname |
was inplaceif any opportunities
cameup,” hesays. “Thereare only
somany chances in Europeand it’s
good to getmy foot in the door in
the United States.”
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DeltaWing had gearbox trouble

TEAM: PR1/MATHIASEN CAR:ORECA-CHEVROLET FLM 09
RESULT: 8THOVERALL, 1STINPROTOTYPE CHALLENGE CLASS

K:imber-Smith climbed up the pack

-

Tandy was slowed down by contact

A tyre failure cost Butcher time
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Five drivers go head-to-head in a dramatic showdown. By Paul Lawrence

IN BRIEF | |

Rich-ly rewarded

On thedriver’s firstgravel rally for

25 years, Philip Harris and Alan
Walker were delighted to get Phil’s
immaculate Mini Cooper to the finish
and claim class B2 spoils. After a
similar time away from rallying
Malcolm Rich, with co-driver Jonathan
Hawkins, had a mighty runin his

Ford Anglia to win class B3.

Lotus position

Paul Mankin and Desmond Bell survived
to win class B4 in their Lotus Cortina, but
atime-consuming first stage off left them
no chance to rival Category 1 winner Rikki
Proffitt and supersub co-driver Graham
Wild (Porsche 911). “Absolutely fantastic,’
said Proffitt. “We couldn’t have gone much
quicker this morning without going off"

Fighting finish

Class C2 featured a tremendous battle
as Dave Watkins/Thomas Jordan (Ford
Escort Mk1) foughtto claw back 40s
lostto Robin Shuttleworth/Ronnie
Roughead on the first stage. Watkins
emerged from the final Caeo test with
a10s margin. In class C3, Phil Jobson/
Arwel Jenkins (Ford Escort Mk1) spent
the day struggling to find gears but still
managed to win the class.

Ice barrier

Firston the road was atough callinthe ice
for Chris Skill and Garry Middleton in their
Ford Escort Mk2, but they kept it going to
win class D2. “It was alot of fun, but very
tricky," said Skill.

Stl‘ong performance
One of the drives of the rally came from
Pinto-powered Ben Friend and Sean
Kennedy in their Ford Escort Mk2.
They were an outstanding sixth fastest
overall on the opening stage. “The ice
was a good power leveller,’ said the
rapid young East Anglian driver.

R.A.C.update

Inthe concurrent classes forthe WWRS
R.A.C. Championship, lan Beveridge and
Paul Price had a great run to win Category 1
in Beveridge's venerable Volvo PV544. An
inspired call to fit some Russian remould
tyres for Crychan reaped dividends. “We
justthen had to keep our noses clean;’

said Beveridge.

Cariss returns

R.A.C.victory in Category 2 was more
than Stuartand Linda Cariss (Ford
Escort Mk1) had hoped for,on what
was purely a shakedown for a car
rebuilt after a big accident in Greystoke
last July. Will Midgley/Geoff Maybank
(Toyota Corolla) were sole Category 4
runners, but had a decentday’s sport.

First victory

Inthe R.A.C. Open Category, Phil Burton
and Mal Capstick took a first win in their
Ford Escort Mk2 after a two-year lay-off from
competing. Barry Stevenson-Wheeler/John
Pickavance (Escort Mk2) and Layton
Waters/Kevin Bowcott (Toyota Starlet)
were the closest rivals.

Flying in

Jason Pritchard rushed back from
South Africain time for the Red

Kite, having spent the previous week
working with the Viking Motorsport
team on the Classic Rally South Africa.
Helanded at Heathrow at 0615hrs

on Saturday and was in Llandovery

in time to sign-on later that afternoon.
He spent some of the flight watching
thein-car DVD of the stage.

LAST-GASP WIN

FORPRITCHARD

Pritchard took win as Stokes
(inset) fell to fourth atend &

]
o

heplotforthe
openinground
of the Mintex
MSA British
HistoricRally
Championship
had drama,
tension andathrilling conclusion
asJason Pritchard and Phil Clarke
drove an incrediblefinal stage to
jump from fourth tofirstinthe
spaceof ninemiles.

Astellarentry assembled in
Llandovery for thefirst round of the
championship and the weather threw
amassive curveball at the crews
as Sunday morning dawned. Crychan
foresthad frozen hard and a dusting
of snowmade iteven more challenging.

Theuphill approach tothe second
stage, Crychan South, was too much for

Paul Mankin and Desmond Bell took B4 despite a stage one excursion

the marshals and safety crews, soonly
Crychan Northran on thefirstloop.
Two visits tothemagnificent Caeo
stage were interspersed by another
lapof Crychan, thistimetakingina
shortened version of Crychan South
asconditions improved notably
when the sundragged theambient
temperature above freezing.

Thefirst stage was all about keeping
itonthetrack androad conditions
did improve alittleasthe cars broke
through theice. Firstto show hishand
was Daniel ‘Lwni’ Jones and co-driver
Kevin LewisasJoneslosthisBDG
cherryby goinganamazing 11sfaster
than anyoneelse. Right up there on
pace were Meirion Evans/Steffan
Evans and David Stokes/Guy Weaver,
with Stokes using four decades of
experienceto very good effect.

However, that opening stage was
notgood toeveryone. Nick Elliott/
Dave Pricehad the wrongtyresand
dropped aminute, while Matthew
Robinson/Sam Collis weren’t much
happier. “Couldn’t get intothe swing
of it,” reported Robinson.

Neither did 15th place and 40 seconds
down onthelead after one ice-covered
stage seem to be the foundation of a
victory for Pritchard. “That was some
of thetoughest conditionsI’veever
rallied on,” admitted Pritchard after
eightmilesof dancingonice.

Meirion Evansset the pace in Caeo,
where icy patcheslurked to catch the
inattentive, and took thelead from
team-mate Jones. However, neither
crew was destined tofinish. Jones
went out with gearbox problems after
an impressive debutat thisleveland
Evansfrustratingly slid off inthe
second run of Crychan North.

The secondlap of Crychan offered
farbetter road conditions and set-up
anabsolute nail-biter of afinish. As
crewsreturned to Llandovery from
Crychan, Stokes’ consistently strong
pacehad puthim intoaslim five-second
lead. Butagaggle of contenders were
circlinglike the Red Kites overthe
serviceareaastherally headed back
to Caeoforafinalnine-mile charge.

Despiteaspinandstall in Crychan
North2, Richard Hill and Iwan Jones
were now second, only 5s down on
Stokes. Two seconds behind Hill was
another pensioner, thistime Terry
Brown with Den Goldingon the notes.
Somehow, despite losing third gear,
Brown had foughtright into contention

but, inturn, Pritchard had made up
11 placestohold fourth, 5s down on
Brownand 12s shy of Stokes. Fifteen
down on Pritchard was Robinson, up
from 28th place in three stages.

Stokes has been around fartoolong
tocrack under pressure, but he knew it
wasabigask and, sure enough, it was
Pritchard who set Caeoalight tomake
thepaceand shoot intoa4svictory over
Hill. Brown bumped his old mucker
Stokes back tofourth, while Robinson
matched Pritchard’s Caeotimeto get
within 3s of Stokes. It wasoneof the
mostdramatic stagesinadecade of
historicrallying.

“We gotabitof confidence inthe
conditionsand we were just inthe
comfortzone,” said Pritchard after
aperfectstarttohis BHRCtitlebid.
“Today was all about finishingand
gettingsome points: Ithink they’ve all
gotascrewloosefordrivingatthat
pacethismorning,” headded.

“Ten outof tentoJason forthat
performance,” said Hill, who was
content with asolid start. “Nottoobad
foranold guy,” said Brown withagrin
after afantastic performanceagainst
drivers four decadeshisjunior.

Stokes, too, had struck a blow for the
more senior driversasamere 66 year
old. “If ithad stayed icy we’d have
been okay,” hesaid.

Robinson and Collis were much
happier by the finish after a strong
second half. They knew how icy it was
early on, as Collis got out to check tyre
pressures before the first stageand fell
overontheice.

Roundingout the top six was another
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‘Hill made a solid

start to his season’
Runner up is happy, below

Photos: Writtle Photographic

Impreza win for ace Melvyn Evans [}/ (0)0] = 14,

quietly impressive performance from
returnee Rudi Lancaster and new co-
driver George Gwynn. Three spinson
thefirst Crychan stage had notbeen
suchagood start, butitall gelled very
well as the day progressed. One place
and three seconds behind his Peugeot
Challengerival of 20 yearsagowas
Elliott in seventh, ruinga puncture
and an off onthefirststage. Thatstage
aside, he wasright on the money for his
first Red Kite finish for three years.

Young Ben Llewellin, co-driven
by fellow youngster Ross Whittock,
showed commendablerestraintinalien
conditionstotake eighth overall, just
one second up onreturnee Rupert
Lomax and new co-driver Rich Jones.
Lomax wasback in his Escort Mk1
after two years away and the ice-bound
Crychan wasnotan ideal shakedown.

Roundingoutthetop10,and the only
non-Escortatthe sharpend, were Peter
Smith and Patrick Walsh in their Opel
Kadett. A spinon thefirst corner of
therally wasn’tagreat start, but after
that their pace was excellent.

Justoutside thetop 10, in what is
shapingupfor the best class C5battles
formany years, John Perrott/Keaton
Williams, Ernie and Will Graham and
Warren Philliskirk/Nigel Hutchinson
were split by just two seconds, with
Perrott grabbingthe place onthe
final stage.

Finally, Mark Holmes and Craig
Simkiss started their class C5
Escorttowards the tail of thefield
and deserved better than gearbox
failure after being second fastest

SS1, CrychanNorth
Daniel Jones/ Kevin Lewis
(Ford Escort Mk2)10m 09s

$52, Crychan South
Cancelled

$S3, Caeo Meirion Evans/
Steffan Evans (EscortRS) 9m 28s

S$S4, Crychan North
| Jason Pritchard/ Phil Clarke (Escort
MK2) 8m 45s

$85, Crychan South
Peter Smith/ Patrick Walsh

(Opel Kadett), Neil Williams/

Peter James (Ford Escort RS1800),
Arwel Lloyd-Jones/ Harold

Jones (Escort Mk2) 2m 21s

$56, Caeo
Pritchard/ Clarke, Matthew
Robinson/Sam Collis
(Escort Mk2) 8m 45s

MSA British Historic Rally Championship, round one of nine, Red Kite Stages,
Llandovery, Carmarthenshire, February 1
POS |DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR | TIME
40m 39s
+4s
+7s
+12s

+39s
+42s
+51s
+52s

10 +1m 08s

Classes: Philip Harris/Alan Walker (Mini Cooper); Malcolm Rich/Jonathan Hawkins (Ford Anglia); Paul Mankin/ Desmond Bell (Lotus
Cortina); Rikki Proffitt/ Graham Wild (Porsche 911); Dave Watkins/Thomas Jordan (Ford Escort Mk1); Phil Jobson/Arwel Jenkins (Ford
Escort Mk1); Stokes/Weaver; Chris Skill/ Garry Middleton (Ford Escort Mk2); Ben Friend/Sean Kennedy (Ford Escort MK2); Hill/Jones;
Will Midgley/ Geoff Maybank (Toyota Coralla); Pritchard/ Clarke; lan Beveridge/ Paul Price (Volvo PV544); Stuart Cariss/Linda Cariss
(Ford Escort Mk1); Philip Burton/Mal Capstick (Ford Escort Mk2).

+15s
| 6]
| 8 |
Il

STAR OF THE RALLY

Terry Brownmissed overall victory by just seven seconds after
astunning drive thatbelied his 72 years.Incredibly, he did it
without third gear, which wentmissing on the openingstage.
Co-driver Den Golding reckoned that struggling between
second and fourth on the long climb in Caeo cost them the rally

The modern Red Kite was an
ideal time for a Wyedean Stages
shakedown and that was true for
the top three cars. In the case of
winners Melvyn Evans/Mark
Glennerster, they were shaking
down the Subaru Impreza WRC
hire car that Theo Bengry will
use in two weeks’ time.

This rare four-wheel-drive gravel
outing for asphalt ace Evans didn’t
startso well on the ice of Crychan.
“We spun twice and thought about
going home at that point,” he said.
However, once settled down, the
pace was bang on and they duly
won by 16 seconds over Charlie
Payne/Carl Williamson (Ford
Fiesta WRC).

On Payne’s third rally in the
car, he was a bit cautious as he
limbered up for the Wyedean,
while Williamson arrived hot
foot from Manchester airport
and a flight back from the
Classic Rally South Africa.

Russ Thompson and Andy
Murphy completed the top three
overall in their Mitsubishi Lancer
E9, another car being fettled for

the Wyedean. Their day soon
improved after a spin on the first
corner and they finished the

rally with 16sin hand over the
Subaru Impreza of Dylan Davies/
Llion Williams.

Just getting to therally was an
achievement for Australian-based
Irishman Pauric Duffy and
co-driver Kevin Glynn with their
Fiesta R5. When Saturday’s
Donegal Forest Rally was
cancelled, they travelled all night
and found the only ferry operating
to get to the Red Kite in time for
ashakedown run ahead of the
Galway Rally. They arrived at the
startat 0700hrs Sunday morning
and duly took fifth on Duffy’s
second ever gravel rally.

Best of the two-wheel drives was
an impressive performance from
Max Utting and co-driver Mike
Ainsworth in their Ford Fiesta ST.
“Excellent day and a bit of a giant-
killing performance,” said Utting
junior. Things were not so good for
his dad Wug, however, who rolled
his Subaru Impreza out on the
first Crychan stage.

-.‘__ IJ 1
4}

ontheopeningstage. ® First non-Escort was Peter Smith and Patrick Walsh in their OpelKadett
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NMATTHEW ROBINSON
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BYPAULLAWRENCE
HISTORICS EDITOR
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njustfourseasons,
Matthew Robinson has
established himself as
one of theleadingdrivers
in UK historicrallying.
Forthe man who won the
BTRDA Silver Startitleand
the Roger Albert Clark Rally in 2014, it
hasbeenameteoricrisetothehead of
the sport. But unlike many of hisrivals,
hehasnotbeenrallyingsince he was
ateenager. He was a 37-year-old
businessman when he took up
the sport in 2010.

“Igottoknow Baz Jordan through
work and I knew hedid somerallying,”
says Robinson. “Butsome of thelocal
guysfrom Ripon talked me into getting
acaranddoingthelocal event.”

Typically, hedidn’tdo things in half
measures. “We went straightintoa
2.5-litre Millington-engined Escort Mk2
onasnowy Riponian Rally in2010and,
amazingly, Inever crashed it! Ithink I
finished about 20th with a two-minute
road penalty. I was pretty happy with
that. Since then we’ve tried to getalot
of seattime.”

The early seasons were peppered with
some hefty accidents, includinga car-

wreckingroll in Hamsterley in April 2013.

Butall the time the pace was coming, and
beingable todoafairnumber of events
helped accelerate thelearning curve for
him and co-driver Sam Collis. “We always
said we’d never get on Nick Elliott’s pace.
Butthenitstarted comingtogetherand
wethought maybe we could,” says
Robinson. “I'm competitive but 'mnota
bad loser. When we compete with Steve
Bannister in ourneck of the woods, if he
winsI'mthefirsttopat himontheback.”

FordEscortaceMatthewIIohmsunhastakenhlstorlcrallymghystnrmoverthepastfewyears

Matthew Robinson

Age: 32 Lives:Ripon, North Yorkshire
2014:BTRDA Historic Cup winner; BTRDA
Silver Star winner; R.A.C. Rally winner, 21st
on Rally GB National in Ford FiestaRS2000
2013:BTRDA Silver Star winner
2012:BTRDA Silver Star winner

2011: Runs Subaru Impreza, before
switching back to Ford Escort Mk2

2010: Makes rally debut in Ford Escort Mk2

The2013 Roger Albert Clark Rally
demonstrated his pace ashe chased
Bannister untilrollingout in Kielder
on Saturday afternoon at the same bend
that claimed Jason Pritchard.

That made him even more determined
and itall cametogetherlast season. A first
target was the BTRDA Historic Cupand
such was his pace thathealsodominated
the Silver Star category for all two-wheel
drives. Infact, mid-season he wasatthe
head of thetop-level Gold Star standings
againstthebest of the four-wheel drives
before endingthe season in sixth place.

The year was wrapped up with victory
ontheRoger Albert Clark Rally (see
sidebar)asRobinson and regular
co-driver Collis seta searing pace.

Inbetween the Escort campaigns,
Robinson tried hishand withamodern
4WD Fiestabutthejury isstill outon future
plansforthat car. “We’re considering
options,” headmits. “ButIwanttokeep
havingfunintheEscort.”

Whatiscertainisthatthefirst target
for 2015 isthe MSA British Historic Rally
Championship. “I'dreallylike tobe
British Historic Rally champion,” he says.

With probably the strongestline-up in
the history of the BHRC, Robinson could
nothave picked a tougher season fora
seriousassault. Butthatjustaddstothe
appeal: “We’renearly thereto give the

boysaproperchase.Idon’tfeel thatI'm
totally finished yet and I'm stilllooking
foranotherhalf asecondamile.I've
been watchingsome DVDsand even
onthe Roger Albert there could have
been some moretocome.”

He’smakingabigcommitmenttothe
championship and has pledged to spend
moretime preparingforralliesand
watching DVDs of the stagesthan ever
before. “We’lltry our hardest,” he
promises. “It’snotmy styleandIdon’t
normally look at the DVDs. I'drather
havealaminated map throughthe
window as we pull up to the stage start!”

Such ishisdesiretowin the prestigious
British title that Robinson willeven
considerrallying on asphalt for the
Harry Flattersand Isle of Man events
inthe summer. Foraman whorunsa
businessrippingup asphalt,hehas
little experience of sealed surfaces.

“I'muselesson Tarmac,” headmits.
“I'mnotreally into Tarmac somuch, but
if itcomesdowntoitandThavetogoto
try and score some points, thenI’ll have
togo. Youhavetodo CroftontheR.A.C.
and I pretty much understeered all the
way round.

“If we could be British champion in the
nexttwo years and win the Silver Fern [in
New Zealand] as wellasthe R.A.C.again,
T'd settle for that. We’re meant to be on for
aFiat131andI’dlovetotakeonetothe
Silver Fern Rally in2016,” he says.

HisEscort isbuiltand prepared by Rally
Sport Developments, the business behind
the Fiat project. However, Robinson says
that work must comefirst as it pays for the
rallying. Robinson Road Planingisafull-
onoperation, with crews often working
through the night on major road projects.
“Thetroubleisfindingthetimeto prepare
because work is busy 24-7. The phone
ringsall the way to therallies. The only
timeitdoesn’tringis when we putiton
silentinabagontherally.”

Photos: Paul Lawrence

How Robinson and Collis won the R.A.C. Rally

Last November, Matthew
Robinson and Sam Collis won
the Roger Albert Clark Rally.
They battled hard with Matt
Edwards and Paul Morris and
took the win when Edwards
was excluded after the event.
“We started on Friday night
and wanted to set the pace early
on,” says Robinson. “But we got
stuck behind Nick Elliottin the
fog. That spoilt our plans. We’d
not got a good track record on
theR.A.C., but we knuckled
down and we calmed down.
“Idon’t class myself as
being good in the dark, but
everythingin the daylight
on Saturday was pretty good
and we beat the bogey through
Whitehill. But as soon as it
got dark, things started to go
pear-shaped. We had a gearbox
change before Kershope. The
guysdiditin 18 minutes on the
road section as well as putting
thelights on and changing the
alternator. The throttle had
been sticking as well and
Istruggled alittle bitin
Kershope with it. Then we went
across theroad into Ash Park

ory came after disqualt ication for rival

and I struggled even more. We
finally got to the bottom of it:
thelinkage was pulling against
the carburettor and making
thelinkage jam. The conditions
were tricky again on Saturday
night with fog.

“We went past Matt after
he’d spun in Kershope, so we
thought that was a little bit of
payback for the time we lost
on Friday night. I was kind of
hoping he was going tobe in
thatditch for alittle bit longer.
‘We were slow through the
second Shepherdshield with
the throttle jamming and I
was glad to get out of the
night stages and get back
to Sunderland.

“Sunday had some of the best
stagesI've ever done. The set up
of what Colin Heppenstall gave
us torally on could not have
been any better. It started well
in Harwood and then we went
and set fastest time on the last
three stages. There’s one thing
for sure: we’ll be back next
year with more events under
our belt. I’d love to get Steve
Bannister back out next year.”

Edwards
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LANCASTER
Age: 50 Lives: Woolacombe,

Devon
Newcomer to historicrallying

He’shadalongbreak
fromrallying

“It's amid-life crisis. | was away for
20years, since Rally GBin 1994.
| stopped to concentrate on family
and business but now my youngest
sonis 13.lwentand watched the
Mid Wales Stages last yearand
heard it was pretty competitive.
I'm good friends with Ricky Evans
whoisagood friend of Paul Dyas
atMrTyre, who encouraged me

to come back.

He started lastautumn
“The Ford Escort Mk2 was first built
by Mark Solloway but it had never
been finished. So Phil Ireland and
|completed it last summer and

my first event was the Cambrian

in October. It was the most nerve-
wracking experience I'd had

since the kids were born!"

Things clicked on the
R.A.C.Rally

“We really bedded in on the Roger
Albert Clark and now it feels like
my car. | think the night stages
helped usto really focus on the job
in hand and the time then came
very easily. We were in the top
times pretty regularly by the last
day. I'mjust hoping we can hit

that groove again this year”

He’stacklingthe BHRC
“The planis to try and win the British
Historic Rally Championship, but |
don't want to sound over-confident,
because I'm not. But | thinkitis a
terrific challenge to go outand
compete with any of the top 10
runners in the championship.”’

He’ll compete against
oldrivals

“| competed against Nick Elliott
and Julian Reynolds along time
ago. Nick was doing one of the first
events | everdid and | bought my
Peugeot 205 from him. Julian was
always aboutas well. I've noticed
with the age group of the drivers in
historics that when you getto the
stage starts, they're all out of the
cars havingawee!”

It’saNorth Devon
operation

“I've gotanew co-driverin George
Gwynn, who has alot of experience
and also comes from North Devon.
We run Woolacombe Bay Holiday
Parks and we'll be busy. We've had
acouple of great sunny summers
and it's looking good again for this
year, but that shouldn't getinthe
way of acampaign inthe BHRC!"

: )
Lancaster: historic newbie

By Paul Lawrence

Forest of Deanrallying hero
Graham Elsmore will come
out of retirement to contest
the Wyedean Stagesin 10
days time in a freshly built
historic Ford Escort Mk2,
40years on from his victory
on the first Wyedean.
Elsmore, now 63, and 1970s
co-driver Stuart Harrold were

ELSMORETO
FORWYEDEAN EVENT

Former winner back to tackle rally 40 years after his first victory

invited todrive the car owned
by Rob Weir and builtup by
RSR Historic Engineering.
“Idid the Wyedean in 2008
in Terry Brown’s Escort Mk2
andIthoughtthat wasmylast
rally,” said Elsmore, who had
arecenttestat Walters Arena.
“I've known Rob Weir for 40
yearsand herangmeup.I'm
absolutely thrilled with the
whole idea of competing

‘Gareth Lioyd will kick

off his 2015 season’

Escort man’s Galway run, below

i

again.Itisagolden
opportunity and the car
was absolutely brilliant; I
wasreally impressed with
the car and the engine.”
Coleford-based Elsmore,
wholivesless than 300 metres
from the Sallowvallets stage,
spentadecade managingthe
rallying career of hisson
Nik after callingtime on his
ownrallying in the late 1980s.

i

RETURN'
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Y Elsmore took his third win

on the Wyedean in 1977

This will be only his second
rally in 25 years.
“Thisisabrand new car and
itfeelsas good as any works
carIdrove,” said Elsmore,
who took a hattrick of wins
onthefirstthree Wyedeans.
“Wehopetogooutandbe
competitive and we’ll certainly
enjoy ourselves. I can’t thank
the Weir family enough for
trusting me with the car.”

Heartbreak for Brit
crew in South Africa

Andrew Siddall and Carl
Williamson were denied
victory on the final day of
the Classic Rally South
Africa when they suffered
suspension failure on the
fifth and final day.

The Escort Mk1 crew had
an eight-minute lead but the
bottom arm pin sheared and
sent them off the road less
than three miles into the
final stage. They dropped to
third. Local driver Johnny
Gemmell went on to take
the win in his Porsche 911.

“All we had to do was coast
through the last day and then
the unthinkable happened,”
said Williamson.

i,

Needell will drive the Peter Mallet-owned Rover in March

P )

Needell to handle Rover Vitesse at Goodwood

TV presenter and ex-Formula 1
racer Tiff Needellis thelatest star
name confirmed for the Gerry
Marshall Trophy for pre-1983
Group1touringcarsatthe
Goodwood 73rd Members’
Meetingon March 21/22.

Needell willagainrace the
Rover Vitesse of Peter Mallet
in Daily Express colours, while

sportscarlegend and grand prix
winner Jochen Mass will pilota
similar carin Sanyolivery.

Le Mans winner Emanuele
Pirrowilldrive Philip Perryman’s
UFO Jeans-liveried BMW 5301
asthe carmakes its Goodwood
debut. Sportscarracer Nicolas
Minassian will share Duncan
McKay’s three-litre Ford Capri.

Oulton Park set for

VSCC Hawthorn date

Afteragap of five years, the
Vintage Sports-Car Club will
return to Oulton Park for its
Hawthorn Memorial Trophies
meeting on Saturday July 18.

Aswell asthe usual mix of
VSCCscratch and handicap
races, the meeting will include
the Hawthorn Memorial and
Spanish Trophies for both pre-
and post-war carsas wellasa
pre-war sportscar relay race.

Other attractions will include
live period music, a vintage car
display and an air display.

Circuitboss Jonathan Palmer
said: “We’re delighted to

welcome the VSCC, its members,

and their fabulous cars back to
Oulton Park.”

Daniel ‘Lwni’ Jones marked
himself asanew contender in
historicrallying witha dramatic
starttothe Red Kite Stages.
Theroadrally ace from West
Wales wasmakinghis debut in
atop classhistoric Ford Escort

Jones turns heads on his dehut in the top class of Historic rallying

Mk2and led after the opening
stage. A gear selection problem

stopped the car on the second run

through Crychan North. “Itwas
all going well and I was chuffed
tobeonthepace,” hesaid.

The car was built by Meirion

Evansand carried Jones’regular
number plate LZWN 178P’, which
giveshim hisnickname.

Jones was pleased that the car
was undamaged and it should be
ready for the nextround, the Mid
Wales Stages on Sunday March 1.

. P
Jones was a Red Kite star

.
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Attard’s Goodwood
Reigning British GT champion
Marco Attard will start his season
atthe Goodwood Members’
meeting, sharing his Chevrolet
Corvette Stingray with regular
GT partner Alexander Sims. Also
confirmed forthe Graham Hill
Trophyrace is former BTCC
champion Tim Harvey, who will
co-drive Shaun Lynn’s Bizzarini.

Doe’s Safari role
Respected UK scrutineer Geoff Doe
has been appointed as chief scrutineer
for the East African Safari Classic Rally.
In his early years, Doe worked on the
Chevrolet Camaros raced by Stuart
Graham and later won the Welsh
Forest Rally Championship in a Talbot
Sunbeam. “The Safariis arally that has
always fascinated me and now lam
going to be part of it;’ said Doe.

NorthWales regs
Regulations are now available
forRally North Wales on Saturday
March 28. The historicelement
oftherallyis around ofthe HRCR
Old Stager and Welsh Historic
Championships, with 40 stage
miles and an entry fee of £450.
Therallyis based on Dolgellau
with HQat Gwyndaf Evans
Motors. Regs can be downloaded
fromwsscc.co.uk.

Lloyd on the Galway
Gareth Lloyd will start his 2015 rally
campaign on this weekend's Galway
Historic Rally. Lloyd plans to field his
ex-Roger Clark Ford Escort Mk2 in at
least four rounds of the Irish Historic
Championship and will head to Galway
with near-neighbour Gwynfor Jones
co-driving for the first time. His next
scheduled trip to Ireland will be for

the West Cork Rally in March.

Platt’s Alpine woe
Roger Platt may notbe able to
rally his Alpine RenaultA110in
the UK any more after being
unabletofitthe latest FIA
standard seatinthe carand be
able to drive competitively. Platt
withdrew from last weekend’s
Red Kite Stages and is unsure
if he will be able torally the car
again. It has been the only such
car active in UK stage rallying.

Edwards:no funds
Matt Edwards and Paul Morris were
forced to withdraw from the Red Kite
Stages due to lack of funds for their
Ford Escort Mk2. They were expected
to be among the pacesetters and
Edwards remains hopeful of rejoining
the BHRC later in the season ahead
of another challenge on the Roger
Albert Clark Rally.

R.A.C.broadcast
Coverage of the 2014 Roger Albert
Clark Rally will be broadcaston
Motors TV this weekend, with the
firsttransmission setfor 1645hrs
on Saturday. The two-hour
programme tells the full story of
the November event and will have
several repeats on Motors TV.

Pickering’s trial
British driver Ryan Pickering shared
victory on the demanding Winter
Trial with co-driver Alexander Leurs
when the regularity rally finished at
Sundbvollenin Norway on Friday. The
Anglo-Dutch pair's Opel Ascona
headed the results after six days of
competition on ice and snow, having
runin the top half dozen for most of
therally.
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MANX FALLS TO THE CANNELLS

MitsubishiLancer E9 crew avoid sheep towinafter Steve Golley drops out and John Cope stumbles

IMGold Chris Kelly
Memorial Rally
By Chris Boyde

Organiser: Manx Auto Sport When: January 31
Where: Isle of Man Championships: Eurocars
Motorsport Manx Rally Stages: eight Starters: 42

Father and daughter crew
Nigel and Jade Cannell made
it back-to-back Isle of Man
closed-roads victories on
last Saturday’s Chris Kelly
Memorial Rally.

The Mitsubishi Lancer E9 pair
led by 3s after the opening 10.8-
mile The Cronk test from Steve
Colley and Andrew Cowley’s
similar E9, with John Cope and
Clive Molyneux (Subaru WRC)
afurther 20s back in third.

Despite thawing snow on high

ground, and high winds,

the main issue was the cold
temperature. Theleading crews
opted for slicks, intermediates
and even wets in the case of
Simon Chapman and Paul
McCann (Proton Millington).
All were united that their choice
was wrong and they couldn’t
generate heat inthe rubber.

Firsttohittrouble were
expected two-wheel drive
frontrunners Martyn Jones
and Rob Fagg (Vauxhall Nova).
They hitabank near the end
of thetestand damaged the
rear beam.

Colley blazed through the next
11.9-mile Knocksharry stage
tograba20slead atfirst service
at Jurby, but then suffered an
overshoot on the second run of

The Cronk. The Cannell’s
moved ahead again, by 4s,
despite a turbo hose working
loose on SS2. Cope continued
tohold third, now happier with
hispace, but Chapman’s solid
fourth was about to disappear
after a sixth-gear tyre blowout
ontherapid Switchback section
of SS4Knocksharry cost the
Proton five minutes.

Colley meanwhile retook the
lead as the battle continued,
now 3sup. Toadd to the
Cannell’s woes they punctured
ontheroad section back to
mid-event service and then
suffered fuel shortage too,
though fortunately made it
back without penalty.

Afantastic scrap was also
developingfor two-wheel-drive

honours. Andy Bird/Plug
Pullyen (Vauxhall Chevette) held
fourth overall, but were just 5s up
on the impressive Dean Quayle/
Barrie Ford (Vauxhall Corsa kit
car). Both Kex Walker/Danni
Matthews (BMW 325) and the
recovering Jones/Fagg were
within strikingdistance.

It was about to becomea battle
forapodiumfinish asleader
Colley hittrouble on SS5, the 12.8-
mile St Judes stage. He broke the
rear suspension through ahigh
speed compression and crawled
outof thetest,losing12minutes.

Itmeant Cannell inherited
thelead despite concernsthe
car was bogging down out of
junctions, but he still couldn’t
relax as Cope took 5s out of him
totakehisfirststage win.

Jones upped his pace over both
thatand thefollowing6.8-mile
Druidale test tomove to within
1sof Bird’sthird place, but it
all cametonought when the
engine expired on the way
back tofinal service.

Cope suffered late trouble when
the Subaru’s power steering
failed ontheroad section tothe
final SS8 on Druidale, allowing
the Cannell’s winning margin
toeaseto1lm17s—despiteaclose
encounter with asheeponthe
stage. Colley rejoined and was
second fastestoneach of the
final tests.

Bird maintained third from
Walker and Quayle, with Will
Heavey/Adam Yates sixth after
aday-long battle with Dan
Colley/Andrew Dudgeon, both

in BMW E30s, the latter
slowed in the afternoon
by a cracked sump.

Tan Chadwick/Kevin Horgan
(Honda Civic) had a trouble-free
runtoeighth, ahead of Chapman,
with the top 10 rounded out by
Manx Young Driver of the Year
Dan Shacklock and Abby
Corlett (Peugeot 206).

Results

1 Nigel Cannell/Jade Cannell (Mitsubishi E9)

1h 16m 25s; 2 John Cope/ Clive Molyneux (Subaru
Impreza WRC) +1m 17s; 3 Andy Bird/Plug Pulleyn
(Vauxhall Chevette); 4 Kex Walker/Danni Matthews
(BMW 325); 5 Dean Quayle/Barrie Ford (Vauxhall
Corsa); 6 Will Heavey/Adam Yates (BMW E30 M3);
7 Dan Colley/Andrew Dudgeon (BMW E30);

8 lan Chadwick/Kevin Horgan (Honda Civic);

9 Simon Chapman/Paul McCann (Proton Millington);
10 Dan Shacklock/Abby Corlett (Peugeot 206).
Classes, 1: lan Kelly/ Margaret Kelly (Nissan Micra);
2: Shacklock/ Corlett; 3: Quayle/ Ford; 4: Walker/
Matthews; 5: Chapman/McCann; Historic: Stephen
Higgins/Mark Casey (Saab V4).
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ferme at the red flag”

Barnicoat last karted in

2013 World KF round at PFi

BARNICOAT TORETURN
FORWINTERCUPASSAULTY

Former Europeanchampionwillmake one-off outing for BirelART teamintaly

British ace won last year’s FR NEC title

By Russell Hayes

up with fellow Brit Jordon Lennox-

need that good connection with the

and the tyres would bite into the

Elght KT racers excluded, below

KF regulatlons delays
slammed by top chief

CIK-FIA vice president Kees
vande Grint has criticised
the amount of time taken for
homologationregulations to
be drawn up for the new KF
engine, which is settobe
introduced in 2016.

Thenew powerplant is planned
tobe demonstrated at two CIK-
FIA eventsthis season, with the
European Championship round
at PF International pencilled in.

The engine, which isbased on
the previous KF concept but
with significantalternations,
will be amulti-manufacturer
motor. Alterations include no
centrifugal clutch or electric
starter with battery.

They have been replaced by
adecompression valve on the
cylinder head that allows the
engine to push start without
havingtolift the rear wheels.

De Grintsaid: “Procedures
with thenew direct-drive engine
are too slow. It takes toolongto
getthings done and we’re behind
schedule. Those who [have] had
the chancetodrive or see the
engine in action have welcomed
the work done sofar. Itisjusta
matter of thefinishingtouches
and, above all, regulations.”

Over 200 drivers at
TVKC Winter opener

The openinground of the Trent
Valley Kart Club Winter Series
began with over 220 drivers at
PFInternational last weekend.
TheIAME Cadet grid required
an A and BFinal with 52 starters

Lamb who will race in KZ gearbox.
Barnicoat had originally planned to
accept an offer torace atthe Garda
track with the newly formed Mad-Croc
team, set up by former ART karting
boss Armando Filini.
“Sincethereisatestingban inplace

team in the future, so we didn’t want
toupset anyone. I tested for a couple of
days with Mad-Croc at Lonato last week.
Butonce it was decided I was to drive
with BirelART, I went back to the track
on Monday this week.”

Barnicoat said the biggest difference

track and give you great grip. But at
the Winter Cup, Bridgestone rubber
isbeingused. Those tyres provide
much less grip.

“Iwon’tbe abletobrake ashard and
late, meaningIcan’tcornerasquick.
I’'madaptingtothat and the Birel

takingpart. Dexter Patterson
foughtoutaclose victory inthe
AFinal ahead of Loran Hanafin
and Joseph Taylor.

Euan Wilson scored the Junior
X30win in a competitive full grid
thatfeatured 33 starters.

Reigning Formula Renault
Northern European Cup champion
Ben Barnicoat will return to karting
tolead the BirelART squad’s
assault on the 20th Winter Cup
atLonato later this month.

The 18-year-old claimed the CIK-FIA
European KF titlein 2012. He will return
to ART, the team which heraced with in
international karting, to compete in the
KF class on February 19-22. The Racing
Steps Foundation-backed ace will team

in European Renault until the middle

of March, Ifelt that it would be a good
chancetokeepsharp,” said Barnicoat.
“Duetotherelationship between RSE,
AllRoad Management which owns ART,
and Nicholas Todt, it was felt that Imay

tyre suppliers.

inthe sport since he graduated to single-
seatersin 2013, has been the switch in

“Ialways drove on the Vega ‘white’
slick tyre,” headded. “The compound
allowed you to brake later and harder

chassis, whichI've never driven as it
handles differently tothe ART.I'11 also

beracingwithanIAME engine, whereas

Ifinished my karting career on a TM.
There will be more pressure on me,
BirelART has put me there for areason.”

RFM’s Casper Andersen
§ () lost his podium finish

Eight KF drivers excluded from WSK opener

Bad weather conditions at
the WSK Champions Cup atLa
Conca were a contributing cause
for eight drivers being excluded
from the openingfinal of the
European KF season.

Followingthe start of Sunday’s
KFfinal in Italy, Dane Nicklas
Nielsen sprinted away in dry
conditions, untila sudden
downpour caused ared flagand
driversforced to switch to wet
rubber ahead of arestart. But
Nielsen’s engine would not
perform at full throttle when
racingresumed, and he ignored
the blue flag with red cross to pit.
He waslater excluded.

Seven other competitors,
includingall four Ricky Flynn

Motorsportracers, were also
excluded for changesto the
tracking during the switch to
wet tyres. KF debutant Richard
Verschoor took victory.
Flynnsaid: “With KF Junior
driverslined up in parc ferme at
the same time, there were over
70drivers in there when the red
flag came out. It was chaos.
“Officials said only the wet
tyres could be mounted on to
karts. But theregulations state
that, because the wet tyres
are wider than slicks, the rear
tracking hastobe moved so that
therear wheels donot stick
outside of the sidepods. They
deemed itillegal, butnotto
alteritisillegal.”

Joyner makes karting comehback after World Championship injury

Former world KF champion Tom
Joyner hasbeguntotest karting
machinery for thefirsttime since
hisaccidentatlast year’s world
finalat Essay in France.

The 2013 champion was
involved in a shunt from behind
after the end of September’s
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race in which Joyner finished
ninth. The Zanardiace was
stretchered off the circuitand
remained inaneck brace for
anumber of weeks after.
“It’staken a while tobe back
and thefirsttimeIdid getinthe
kartin November,I was quickly
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Some dnvers and officials clashed during CIK eventsin 2014

inneck painagain,” Joynersaid.
“ButIwasoutacouple of weeks
agoand everythingfeltfine,
soI’'mnow lookingforward to
gettinggoingagain thisyear

in KF. There maybe some KZ
appearances butthathasn’t
been confirmed just yet.”

TVKC chairman Nigel Edwards
said: “The X30 Junior and Senior
grids were very competitive as
always with the Juniors packing
itsgrid.

“Itwasan outstandingnumber
of entries given it was the opening
round, and the weather was kind

although very cold.”
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Joyner: nasty accident

CIK hosses call for greater driver respect

The lack of respect

between international
officials and driversis an
increasing worry for the
CIK-FIA, according to vice
president Kees van de Grint.

The Dutch historic karter
pointed to the lack of
commitment from all parties
and, for the second consecutive
year, spoke about the unease
between the governing
body and promoter
WSK Promotions.

“Not all went well [last] year,
for example it was much too
long before the 2015 calendar
was finialised,” he said. “This

can’t happen again. There

is still not perfect harmony
between WSK Promotion and
the CIK. The lack of respect
and treatment of officials
and competitorsis a worry
and countermeasures

should be taken.

“The lack of commitment
from some people, whether
they are competitors,
constructors or commission
members, is not doing the
sport any good. Criticising
is fine but providing sensible
alternativesis better and
fulfilling your duty isa
matter of good manners.”
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Based on an additive system
meeting API SN.

¢ Better wear protection.

¢ Better high temperature
deposit control.

¢ Better low temperature

¢ Better oxidation stability.

www.7100il.co.uk

email: info@7 100il.co.uk tel office: +44 (0) 1253 640612
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Chulten Park
Snetterton 300
Snetterton 300
Brands Hatch (indy)
Chulten Park
Culton Park
Brands Hatch (Indy)
Brands Hatch (Indy)

IMPROVED FORMULATIONS
FOR 2015

tel mobile: 07889 769641

0843 453 2000 www.msv.com/testing
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Forthe second yearin arow,
local aces Ger O'Connell

and Denis O'Donovan won
the Lissavard, County Cork
round of the Irish National
Navigation and the Munster
Navigation championships.
They headed a clean sweep of
the top three positions for Cork
crews. For most of the 85-mile
route there were four pairings
in contention. They took it in
turns to lead, but the final
timecard caused problems
forthree of these, and
O’Connell/O’'Donovan
reached the end with three
marks in hand over Forest rally
champion Owen Murphy, who
was navigated by Daire Hayes.
Semi-expert winners Dermot
Whelton/Mark McCarthy were
third. Defending National
champions Colin Duffy and
Sam Johnston dropped to
fourth spot.

Tony Farrell became the
fifth different driver to score a
Sporting Trial win this year.
At Corballis in County Wicklow
he opened out a three-mark
advantage on the opening lap
and held it to the end. Robin
Taylor's VW got the best of a
three-way battle for second
place, just ahead of Craig
MacWilliam and Morgan
Evans. They were all covered
by a single mark. Aidan Kehoe
was bestin Grade C, with
newcomer Tadas Maselskis
sharing the winning car to take
victory in Grade D. There were
32 entrants.

Jean-Philippe Dayraut won
his sixth Andros Trophy title
by just a single point from
grand prix winner Olivier Panis.
The season concludes with the
non-championship Super Final
atthe Stade de France in Paris.

Paul Phelan

[RESULTS

100 Isles Navigation Trial: Lissavard
1 Ger 0’Connell/ Denis 0’Donovan (Subaru
Impreza) 16 marks; 2 Owen Murphy/
Daire Hayes (Subaru Forester) +3m;

3 Dermot Whelton/ Mark McCarthy
(Subaru Impreza); 4 Colin Duffy/Sam
Johnston (Subaru Impreza); 5 Joseph
Shinnors/ Greg Shinnors (Subaru
Impreza); 6 David Beamish/ Muireann
Hayes (Subaru Impreza); 7 Pakie Duffy/
Evin Hughes (Subaru Impreza); 8 Derek
Butler/Andrew Wedlock (Toyota Starlet);
9 Andrew Whelton/ Cyril Maguire (Toyota
Avensis); 10 Brian 0'Mahony/Amy
Gallwey (Subaru Impreza); 11 Patrick
Murphy/Aaron 0'Regan (Subaru
Impreza); 12 John Buttimer/James
Kingston (Vauxhall Vectra).
Semi-experts: 1 D Whelton/ McCarthy;

2 Buttimer/Kingston; 3 Sean Cullinane/
Eoghan McCarthy (Subaru Impreza).
Novices: 1 Butler/Wedlock; 2 A Whelton/
Maguire; 3 0’'Mahony/ Gallwey.
Beginners: 1 Andrew Beamish/ Lisa
0'Dowd (Subaru Impreza); 2 Paddy
Sherlock/ Oisin Sherlock (Subaru
Impreza); 3 Luke McCarthy/Breda
0’Driscoll (Toyota Corolla).

Jenkins Cup Sporting Trial: Corballis
1 Tony Farrell (Erskine-S&S) 5 marks;

2 Robin Taylor (VW) +3m;

3 Craig MacWilliam (Erskine-Yamaha);

4 Morgan Evans (Mog-Honda);

5 Christopher Evans (ETE-Yamaha);

6 Jonathan Ralph (Suzuki);

7 John O'Reilly (Erskine-Kawasaki);

8 James Ralph (Suzuki);

9 Richard Meeke (BD-Opel);

10 Fergil Gregory (Erskine-Yamaha);

11 Percy Pennefather (Erskine-Suzuki);
12 Paul Needham (Erskine-Honda).
Grade winners: Craig MacWilliam;
Taylor; Aidan Kehoe (Sheane VW);
Tadas Maselskis (Erskine-S&S).

Junior Junior Award: Warren MacWilliam
(Erskine-Yamaha).
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‘Dayraut narrowly
took sixth title’

Andros Trophy, below left

vaI racersito heahlghllght of May;s*[:
-~ Basly 2

BriSCA F1 stock cars are set
to thrill at MotoFest this year

By James Bolton

The organisers of the
Coventry MotoFest say
they have almost 1000 cars
attending the May 30/31
motoring extravaganza.
The MotoFestranfor the
firsttime last year with astatic
display in Coventry city centre.
Thisyeartheevent will be
significantly largerand atimed
sprint course willrunaround
thecity’sringroad. There will

.T‘

beotherarenasandstatic
displaystoo.

Organiser Jeremy Heaver. “I
can’t get over how enthusiastic
different divisions of
motorsportare-—everyone
wants to come together and
have fun. The only problem is
thatthere’salimit to what we
cansqueeze in.It’san incredibly
busy time for us now because
we’ve done alot of planning,
we’ve worked very closely with
the city council and other

ST S

authorities,and now we’re
implementingeverything
we’ve been workingon.”
Heaver said the Coventry
MotoFest would attracta
widearray of racing cars:
“We’ve got about 150 to 200

carsintheshortoval and drift

arena, includingall types of
shortoval carsupto BriSCA
F1stock cars.It’sgoingtobe

pretty spectacular. There will

be 40drift cars, including the
Falkendriftteam.”

oventl

N MotoFest was a hit
X in ‘14 and will grow

T

Details of the competitive

element of the MotoFest have

yettoberubber stamped but
the organisers are working
with the British Automobile
Racing Club tofinalise the
details. “The motoring
industry in this country is
areally unique product,”
added Heaver. “Thisisabout
celebrating what makes us
great and shoutingloud
about our motoringand
motorsport industry.”

OBITUARY

Anthony van den
Oetelaar
1957 - 2015

Anthony van den Oetelaar
has died of aheartattack
attheageof 57.

Van den Oetelaar, born
in Reading, was the son
of well-known UK based
1960s stock car driver, the
‘Flying Dutchman’, Barry
vanden Oetelaar. After
relocating to Holland,
van den Oetelaar became
famous in his own right
asabuilder, tuner and
driver of Superstox.

He won the Superstox
world championship at
Cleethorpesin 1983 and
then successfully defended
the title on home soil at
Tilburg the following
year. He also lifted the
1989 European National
Hot Rod title.

Inmorerecent times he
had turned his hand to
racinghis Jaguar E-type
and only last year he took
the wheel of a Late Model
V8 Stock Car at Venray’s
half-mile oval.

Irish Rallycross

By Paul Phelan

Organisers: Carlow Car Club When: February 1
Where: Mondello Park, County Kildare
Championships: Round 1 McLoughlin Industrial
Flooring Motorsport Ireland National Championship
Starters: 35

Thomas O’Rafferty got his
year off to a good start by
winning the Super Final
atthe opening round of
the National Rallycross
Championship at Mondello
Park last Sunday.

His Ford Fiesta was the only
oneof thethree Supercars
presenttosurvive the day, with
English visitor Mark Watson’s
Citroen Xsaraan early
retirement with engine

troubleduringtheheats,and
George Tracey Junior’s Citroen
C4goingout with transmission
problemsinalater heat.

O’Rafferty did justenoughto
stay infront of aterrificduel
between Pearse Browne’s BMW
and the Opel Corsa of Willie
Coyneall through themainrace,
withthe BMW beating the Corsa
bylessthanasecondattheflag.

Thiswasarepeat of the pair’s
race-longbattle in the Modified
AFinal, where Browne also
triumphed. The gap beingjust
0.21sonthat occasion. George
Tohill shared the BMW with
Browne towin the Modified B
Finalfrom Chris Grimes.

Irish National Formula Ford
champion Niall Murray judged
hisjokerlaptoperfectioninthe

Stock Hatch 16-valve Final,
leavingittothelast possible
momentandrejoininga

hair’sbreadth infront of long-
timeleader John Ward tojust
taketheflagfirst. Elder brother

Eoin Murray finished third,
followed by Declan Nolan.

Ciaran Murphy dominated
the8-valve Final, having already
setbesttime in each of the four
heats, leadingall the way. Noel
O’Briendidn’t show hisusual

winningpace and had tobe
content with third place this
time, behind Peter McGarry.

JakeDooley led from startto
finish in the Junior Final, with

his Starlet too quick for the

Micra of William Kellett. Patrick
Donoghue’s205yetagainran
away with the Rally Car Final.

O’Rafferty easily saw off rivals to take the Super Car final

Results

Finals 5 laps, Super Final 6 laps. Super Final: 1 Thomas 0'Rafferty (Ford Fiesta) 4m 05.18s; 2 Pearse
Browne (BMW Compact) +2.34s; 3 Willie Coyne (Opel Corsa); 4 Patrick Ryan (Vauxhall Nova); 5 Niall Murray
(Peugeot 106); 6 Eoin Murray (Peugeot 106). Supercar A Final: 1 0'Rafferty 3m 30.09s; no other finishers.
Modified A Final: 1 Browne 3m 30.95s; 2 Coyne +0.21s; 3 Ryan; 4 Chris Grimes (Vauxhall Nova); 5 Philip Kelly
(Toyota MR2); nof. Stock Hatch 16-valve A Final: 1 N Murray 3m 39.90s; 2 John Ward (Peugeot 106) +0.92s;
3 E Murray; 4 Declan Nolan (Peugeot 106); 5 Eugene Ward (Peugeot 106); 6 Keith Kerrshaawe (Citroen C2).
Stock Hatch 8-valve A Final: 1 Ciaran Murphy (Peugeot 205) 3m 46.39s; 2 Peter McGarry (Peugeot 205)
+341s; 3 Noel O'Brien (Peugeot 205); 4 James 0°Shea (Peugeot 205); 5 Tom Murphy (Peugeot 205); nof.
Junior A Final: 1 Jake Dooley (Toyota Starlet) 3m 58.41s; 2 William Kellett (Nissan Micra) +1.50s; nof.

Lynch will switch from
BTRDA to British rallycross

Rallycross champion returns
to MSA British Championship

Multiplerallycross

“We’venow added a

championTonyLynch  limitedslipdifferential
willreturntothe andnew closeratio
British Rallycross gearboxtothecarand
seriesthisyear. areworkingtoextract
The Wigandriverwill —more powerfromthe
race hissupercharged engine. Weknow that is
BMW Miniinthe anareawhere we can
SuperNational make improvements.
category. Heused the “Ouraimistoshow
cartofinishthird in that we canfight
the Super Modified against thetopboys
classinthe BTRDA astheyear goeson,and
Clubmansseriesin’l4.  we wanttobe pushing
“Weenjoyed astrong for wins before the
season last year and season isover. Our
took huge strides with long-termtargetis
thedevelopmenton achampionship
thecar,” said Lynch. challengein2016.”

Photo: OMSE

The venue for the Swedish round of the World
Rallycross Championship, Holjes, will host the
firstround of the RallyX on Ice winter series this
weekend.The four-event series will be run for the
OlsbergsMSE-built RX Lites machines, which will
be adapted to runusing snow wheels and tyres

FIND OUT WHEN TO WATCH ANDROS TROPHY HIGHLIGHTS > > > PAGE 31
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Good news from Japan

Nissan in the WEC, Toyota in the WRC, Honda in F1

There’s been alot of good news over the last week or two, particularly ifyou are a
fan of Japanese manufacturers. They have a history of entering into international
motorsporttogether, though each is currently on different paths.
That Toyota is coming back to the World Rally Championship is fantastic. Any car maker joining a
category is good news, but when its one that has such history in the sport, it is time to celebrate.
Nissan might not have achieved quite the same level of success inits sportscar past, but it's
certainly grabbing enough attention with its radical LMP1 car. | love the fact the rules allow
something that different, though the last time a front-engined car won Le Mans was 1962,
so Nissan has its work cut out to turn back time...

That's something Honda will want too. The new F1 partnership with McLaren looks troubled
so far, butit's hard to completely discount their history, and the driving talent it posseses.
Kevin Turner, Editor (Twitter: @KRT917)

MN.LETTERS@HAYMARKET.COM

Photographs must be of a good quality and please send no more than three images
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Clio Cup champion Mike Bushell was caught testing his new Focus BTCC car by Gary Hill
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Lily-liveried machines

Last year I was so disappointed when McLaren launched its
new Formula 1 car. It didn’t have to bow to Mercedes, it had no
significant sponsors, and so it was free to paint the car any way
it wished. But the car was a dull silver.
This year I was even more excited... and more disappointed.
It’s such amissed chance to make a statement and grab loads
of headlines. Honda must be furious. And then I saw the other
cars. Who designs these liveries? Why aren’t they given more
than five minutes? Colour schemes are important in any area of
the sport andit’s strange many teams don’t seem to realise this.
The problem extends to other branches of the sport,like the
WRC. The Hyundai is grey. In the WEC, Porsche has a livery that
spells something, but only when viewed from the top. It’s hard
tonail an all-time classiclivery, but these are terrible.
Anthony Edmonds
Cirencester

Just stop

Inthe wake of the appalling
Jules Bianchi tragedy, may
Taskaleading question
through MN, otherwise
Ishall explode in frustration!
Why oh why has the most
important point been
completely missed?

Asan experienced motor
racing commentator recently
retired, and asan avid fan
of Formula1alongwith all
types of motorracing, Ifear
that all the blah blah about
speed limits is doing our
sportaterrible disservice.
The most important point
Irefertois, why weren’t the
terrible lessons of a wet [2003]
Brazilian Grand Prix a few
yearsago well and truly
learnt at the time, so that
such a disaster could not
happen again?

The precise same situation;
wet conditions with drivers
spinning off all over the place
with scarcely any grip
available to them. A tractor
was dispatched torescue
several stationary carsjust
off the track itself, when
along comes Michael
Schumacher’s Ferrari,
skating helplessly off the
road. The Ferrari missed
hitting the tractor by only a
sliver. Had he collided with
it, Michael Schumacher
would have been very
seriously injured or possibly
evenlosthislife. How it was
thatthe GP was allowed
to continue with arescue
tractor within feet of afast
corner isamystery tome and
tomany other people. The
lesson wasn’tlearnt that day;,
I’'msosorrytosay.

Inmy opinion, before any
tractor was dispatched to
rescue Adrian Sutil’s stricken
car, the Japanese GP last year
should have been stopped.
Ipassionately believe that
there’s no way in the world
such a vehicle should be
allowed anywhere near the
circuitatthe sametimeas
GP carsare circulating, no
matter what speed they might
bedriving.Iamaware of

storiesthat Jules Bianchi was
driving toofast under double
waved yellow flags but this
isnotthepointatall. Allthe
high-tech talk of the FIA
controlling the speeds of cars
in these circumstances is

just poppycock.

Wemight have come further
than many years ago but just
exactly how far have we
come? We don’tneed FIA
imposed speed limits; what
weneed is arace stoppage
whenever lives are in peril.
Andrew Wilkins
Via email

Ed-Infairness, thisissue
wasraised in the immediate
aftermath of thecrash,
though has been
overshadowed since. Shortly
after the accident FIA race
director Charlie Whiting
said: “The next stage up [from
yellowflags] is a safety car
but, because the car was
wellaway from the track
andagainstthetyres, [yellow
flags] isthe normal procedure
forustofollow under those
circumstances. Wedidn’t see
any need for a safety car.”

Greatidea...
Icouldn’t believe my eyes
whenIreadthearticle about
acategory for standard
four-wheel-drive cars being
considered in British rallying
(MN Jan 28, page 16).

What fantastic news.

Britishrallying needs
aserieslikethistohelp
youngsters ontheriseand
also to help get people into
rallying. Having recently
decidedtoachieve thedream
and startrallyinglast year,
Ifully appreciate the
apprehension people have
when lookingat costs. Even
justrunningalow-spec 1000cc
Micralhaveteary eyes
lookingat the bank balance.
What a category like this
does is get people who are
interested inrallying into
theseatof afastcarata
fairly cheap price.

Iknow anumber of people
interested inrallying who

(TR

—

MN, Jan 28: Ogier wins

b BT |

can’tjustify the costs of the
bigger carsbutdon’t want
torally about in cheap 2WD
standard cars. Every man,
woman and child who saw
Colin McRae throw a Subaru
around has thought ‘that
looks fun’ and this gives them
an opportunity todo that.
Thisisalsoagreat
opportunity for up-and-
comingdrivers to show their
speed on alevel playingfield
and without major budget
restrictions. The BRC
running Group N cars
showed some of the young
talent this country has, but
atover £50,000 apiece it’snot
easy to geta competitive car.
Olli Bell
Via email

---.I agree
Thatisasuperbidea
regarding the genuinely
‘stock’rally class. What
an excellent way to ‘prime
the pump’. This would get
motoring enthusiasts
rallyingagain, in Subarus,
Audis, Mitsubishisetc.
Ithink asubsidiary
benefit is that meaningful
sponsorship could be sought
fromlocal specialistsand
dealers, with the carsthatare
competing beingrelevant to
the ones in their showrooms.
Iguessthatthere is some
work to be done around
scrutineering, blue book etc.
butasmashingidea.
David Leyland
Via email
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LISTINGS

SPORTING
SCENE
SUNDAY
EWimbledon
Stadium, Plough
Lane, London
Oval Racing:
national bangers,
1300cc stock cars
Starts: 1730hrs
Admission: adult
£15, child £7 Web:
spedeworth.co.uk
Contact: 01252
322920

M Penrith,
Cumbria
Sporting Trial:
Jiggers Jug Starts:
0900hrs Admission:
free Web: btrda.com

RALLY
FRIDAY/
SATURDAY
H Norcalympia,
Norbreck

Rally: North West
Stages Starts:
Fri: 1230hrs

: 0930hrs Admission:

Sat: 0900hrs

Admission: Depends

on stage Web:
nwstages.co.uk

SATURDAY/
SUNDAY

H Clayton Hotel,
Galway

Rally: Galway

: International Rally

Starts: 1000hrs
(both days)
Admission:free
Web: galway
internationalrally.com

SUNDAY

B Pembrey,Wales
Rally: Rali Cwm
Gwendraeth Starts:

£10 percar Web:
gwendraethvalley
motorclub.co.uk

All details correct at
time of press but
please check with
event organisers

CALENDARFORTHE YEARAHEAD

Photos: LAT archive and Roy Dempster

The whole spectrum of rallying
is on television this week. A
variety of British events are on
Special Stage Extra, which
was a new programme last
year and returns (tonight,
2030-2100hrs, Motors TV).
It covers single venue rallies
and gives coverage to the
smaller events that may not
otherwise getonto TV.

The Roger Albert Clark
Rally is animmense challenge
for historic crews and when it
ran in November it finished with
adollop of controversy too. It's

reviewed tonight (Wednesday)
at 2100hrs (Motors TV).
It didn’t snow forthe R.A.C., but
itdid when the Arctic Lapland
Rally ran at the end of January.
Catch the highlights on
Monday (1005hrs, Motors TV).
Racing fans can watch a host
oftesting. Motors TV has live
coverage of the V8 Supercars
pre-season running in Sydney
(2200hrs, Saturday), which
culminates in a shoot-out.
And there are highlights of
the test on Sunday (1855hrs,
Motors TV).

OUT ON FEBRUARY 11
BAG YOURSELF A BARGAIN IN OUR CLASSIFIED SECTION

For actually racing highlights,
tune in to the final points-
scoring round of the Andros
Trophy from Super Besse
(Tonight (Wednesay),
2100hrs, Motors TV). Don't
forget, the final day of the F1
test at Jerezde la Fronterais
today (Wednesday). Catch
highlights on Sky Sports F1
at2100hrs, and get Ted
Kravtiz's perspective at
2115hrs. For some archive
action watch Legends of F1 -
Alan Jones (Thursday, 1900-
2000hrs, Sky Sports F1).
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advartise to & uniquely motorsport 25 words = £26 (£30 inc vaf) call 0208 26T 5211 ox
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of & very hands on and imvohred Full Colour 4x] Bex Adwert (subject to change on Bank Holiday
motorsport market. E£50 (£60 inc val) wooks)

£10 par extra colemn cm (£12 inc vaf)
Private seller Offar
25% olf when you book for 4 weaks

Paymeni: Cheques and postal
orders should be made payable to
Haymarkel Magazines Ltd
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SPARES AND ACCESSORIES

www.kaylan.co.uk

:;i\ ®

&‘\ The winning

formula in high
performance plastic...

ALARIAS J~
PISTONS

FORGED PISTONS & SPECIALIST
ENGINE COMPONENTS
5 Fanged Paios b iy aglcalion B 7 dlvs beg @
Mirarhn

SIMPSON J;

HNHace Exhhaursi =i~
The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

Follow Us f Like Us
brttie eom/SimpaonFchassts Facabod EoSifoar R Eies
Simpson

01753532222 |

Pt [rer i Ceirs, Cerasyruns Finse,. Alingehand, 'L 300
444 [T} 1803 TA4 022 pistonSarias onuk

Exhausts

RACE CARS FOR SALE

VW Cup / VAG Trophy VW Scirocco

Built Brand new in 2013 at no expense spared with all new parts usad. Full T45 welded
in roll cage, Lexan plastic windows, Sachs clutch and flywheel, VWA anti roll bars front
and rear, VWA induction system,Orexler diff, VWH engine mounts, Full Miltek race
System,Full AP racing front brakes,Line lock system for starts, CAE gear selector,

Tilton Pedal box and bias control,racing
battery electric fire extinguisher, This car

will also be sold with full Dhlins Suspension,
AlM data system, OL1 logger. Also included
will be one set of spare wheels and tyres.

Price: £28,000

For more information Please Chris
E-mail: chris.levett@yahoo.co.uk

thepowersite Sale now on!

Full range of engine components for:

LOTUS 900-SERIES Suitcase
VAUXHALL XE Generators
VAUXHALL ECOTEC from only

inc VAT
Suppliers of quality brands including [ L XYV} P2

ROVER K-SERIES
Call or buy online!

QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK
01509 412 317

el L LU ETE - e thepowersite.co.uk

DRIVES AVAILABLE

C./EI"ITURY

MOTORSPORT

Leading sportscar team and current British
GT4 Team Champions Century Motorsport
have available a seat in British GT4 for the
2015 season. We also have a space in
Ginetta GT4 Supercup series supporting
TOCA. Interested drivers should contact
Century on the phone or e mail shown below.
Century are also seeking drivers to compete
In selected VLN races, Nurburgring 24 and
the Dubai 24 (2016).

Contact details
nathan@century-motorsport.com

07710232813
. o o o 0o0ou
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mm@mmﬂw
I'el 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888

Wheel Ramp Set -

doff ramps, 2off chocks & warning ight
£57.92 £69.50

Tyre Saver
rair E12.42 £14.90

Aluminium Trolley Jack

The Jvest e veny eseniirewn oy

Wheel Skate

Hyddeaulic it
£49.50 £59.50

Fast 0P, Sascar prvaen

j £141.25 £160.50

Axle Stands

Professional. 1 bon (Fairi
£24.58 £29.50

Portable 2w Generator

i

jch iy the vk - 2 o, igiehadght,

Service Barge Trolley Jack
Lightweigit, 225 ton
% .

50 69.48

7 5tk
£41.25 £49.50

UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2QJ
S www.rallydesign.co.uk FON By
e The NEW full colour 196 page Rally Design Motorsport Catalogue NOW AVAILABLE! -

Sunday 3
& Monday 4
May 201

BRAKING SYSTEMS

TON

£39.50 £4T.40

P P ) -

Euroguip Black Line Hoses

Srapedd shaimbess Brake bosa kits,
THF e afnns. B0 Sharvabiss frbdirng.
Teilon fived, Black frarlroenl finich

From £20.74 £35.69 4

Hialels 4 fyed

£24.92 £20.908

Engine Stand

i

£59.50 £71.40

¢ <D
Wilwood Line Shut-0ff Valve

l.‘l IE'IS

£129.50 £155.40

Wilwood GPzo0 Caliper
£50.50 £71.40

Pair £3.95 £8.74

rair £16.50 £19.80

Anti-slip Tape

Warning Triangle

£3.90 £4.68

Rally Pouch
£9.95 £11.94

Window Film

£14.50 £17.40

H/Duty Steering Arms
EN T Ir:'n.-,':-juﬂﬁ.irhlll

79.50 £95.40

Ally Radiator
KFkow or Finda

E169.60 £202.52 |}
Steering Arm Quick-fit Kit
rair £9.60 £11.52

". al y
15" Wheel Tubs
rair £150.50 £191.40

Roller Top Mount

CAM sprec. Rodler Bearing
.EH' 50 £71.40

Narrow I'I '.I.lﬂ £14.168 =
Wide £12.80 £15.36 Tub Infill Panels

rair £28.50 £34.20

Body Chassis Stand Kit
Set ol 4

E119.50 £143.40

ET.80 £9.36

Chassis Stand Wall Brackets )
serof 4 £32.50 £39.00 w

PLEASE MOTE: PRICES IN RED ARE EXCLUSIVE OF VAT

INJECTION

Replaces Bosch 044

258 IPH

£37.31 £44.78

Replaces Walbro 342
i farek T80 EPH

£32.15 £39.78

X5 L

£32.00 £38.63

Fuel Pump Mount Brachet

£16.25 £19.50 “r

Fuel Pump Pre-filter

Buller syl

£16.25 £19.50
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SIOOCROFFRWERB PRICE HYDRO KITS | PLUS FREENDEINVIERY

g s gy

HANDERAKE . OHO HYDRO KITS bPDRTLIJ’UE PEDAL ‘a“

20% DFF WEB PRICE
PLUS FREE DELIVERTY % w p -
[UK MAINLAND OMLY)

USE CODE: SP321

WHEN YOU ORDER -
+44 (0)1744 885 BBS8 T

OR CHECKOUT FROM '_. : &
www.compbrak com B W ™ o

WEBSIT

£280199

=0 “‘ru'.! g A

UK MAINLAMND v SPECIAL

- DELIVERYg!

USEIPHONE CODE: SP321

www.performanceclutch.co.uk

SPORTING KITS (inc. COVER, PLATE & BEARING)

MODEL Cover  Organic  Commatalic MODEL Cover  Organic Commetalic MODEL Crganic Ceramataliic
Amsy Plata Flata Assy Plate Plata Plate Ptata

ALFA ALL MODELS CALL FOR DETAILS PEUGECT 306 20 TR §16,GT6  £32184 £8811  £17588  SMW MINI COOPER £296.88
AUDI ALL MODELS TWIN MASS REPLACEMENT KT FR0M 285457 PEUGEDT 208 2.0 LTR GT £20315 £14703 £1g153  BMWMINI COOPER S £30300 £354.45
BAW M3 E30 E18787 E£14703  £178990 PORSCHE 811 24273032 £38634 ECIBAE7 £ie0E  COCORT RS2000 MK 1 (PINTDY) £270.87 E344.45
BATW M3 E38 3.0 LTR £18000 £17574  E1T181 REMALILT 1.4 GT TURBO £19418 E11898 E15088 Esmg :: : f’sn‘;:;umrﬁ‘;;;m AE:: ‘g m;
BATW M3 E38 3.2 LTR £19000 E17574  S20781 RENALULT CLICH 18,20 168V £19418 £11857 £15088 EsmEsmm D TOY TETEC 0B A ESE80 s
BAMWMNICOOPER S1BREE  wimeL rowisl  mowbssms  RENAULT CUO 1721182 E20268 E8811 E£16683 : :
BMWMINICOOPERS 16 R58  wimcs  rvwisl  mowgmast  ROVERVEB BiBidE SUTEE D101 moa i IVIEECIRORME). Sake  &8i2
FOCUS ST'RS 2.6 WO PRCLFLYWSEELFEOM B12.00
CATERHAM K SERIES £14650 £85.58 E150.04 ROVER 220 20 UR TURBD EI22.77 E14703 E17PAR0 ESCORT COSWORTH £398.08 41887
CTROEN SAXO 1.6V VTS £17287 £11887 E150,86 SEAT ALL MODELS T WA REPLAGEMENT KIT FROM B30T SIERRA COSWORTH 2WD 31343 £413.94
ESCORT RS 2000 MK 1,2 £178.43 £88.11 £166,83 TOWOTA COROLLA GTI AED? B780 £17049 E£11897 L1608B8  SIERRA RS COSWODRTH 4x4 008 41857
ESCORT 1.8 MK 34,5 £20001 £8811 £165.83 TONOTA COROLLA GTI AES2 BO-01 E18118 £BS11  £18583 HONDA CIWVIC B1GA 294,82 £980.67
ESCORT 1.8 TURBO B84-B8 £14939 £10017  £143.71 TOWOTA GT4 TURBCO 85-08 E05885 E14842 £10008  HONDA INTEGRA TYPE R K20A £340.38 £492.95
ESCORT 1.8 TURBO BS-50 £20061 £10017  E14371 TOWOTA SUPRA 20 LTR 40588 E18058 E20748  LOTUS ELSE 18 £234.45
ESCORT 1.8 XRal ZETEC 130BHPE20035 £142.04  £10647 VALXHALL CORSA/MOVA 13148V £16838 £869  £15008  MGF1.814 E134.45 E320.82
FERRAR| 355 CHALLENGE E710.21 E256.74 VAUXHALL CORSA/NOVA 14,18 18VE19744  £11857 £i5088  MTSUBISHIEVO 458 £440.84 £518.57
FIAT COUPE 2.0 18Y TURBO E47281 £15086  E200028 VALIXHALL ASTRA 182.0 BV £1B795 £8E11  CiEEg3  MTSUBISHIEVO 788 E451.18 ES17.55
FIESTA ST150 E20001 E£8712 £165.03 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1820 16V 82682 £18514 £14703 Ci7age  MITSUBISHI 218mm TWIN PLATE E118451  £1305.18
PUMA 1.7 LTR 18V £19450 £88.11 £16593 VAUXHALL ASTRA2016VE208  £10848 £14703 £17809 ::;::”N Sﬂ:ﬂ g“ﬁ 'n”f;ﬂ “‘“‘f Bara2
HONDA ACCORD TYPE R £230156 S14708  £17447 VAUXHALL 20 CALBRATURBO 0206€19848 £14708  £10183 o oL oo et b o mm1 4 pa—
HOMDA CMC B184 £20980 £88.11 £165.83 VW POLD G40,1.4,16V £16210 E£11897 E15088 oo,y i e GTR R33 9499 Sonas raabigh:
HOMDA INTEGRA TYPE R £20090 S8811 £18503 VW GOLFGTIBY £19650 £17247 £18484 ooy noosx 2.0 TURBO 54- £353.09 £451.45
HOMDA K20A £27858 £83.11 £16603 VW GOLFGTI 18V E19869 E17247 E£1B484 ppygeoT 208 1.6,1.9 8480 £31440
LAMCIA INTEGRALE BY £216.34 E14703 E1Tas VW 1.9 2.0 TDI ALL MODELS TIARN A REFLACEMIEMT KT FROM EXMT  PEUGEQT 206 1.8,1.9 BG-54 32478
LAMCIA INTEGRALE 168Y E4T251 E158088 E1T8.90 REMAULT RS 1.4 GT TURBD B399 40 £94% 83
LOTUS ELISE 1.8 £16184 £88.11 £165.63 ROVER V&/TRIUMPH TRE £973.33
MGF 1.8 £181.84 £88.11 giesgs  NEWLAUDI TTRS 216mm TWIN PLATE KIT INCLUDES  gyparu IMPREZA TURBD 230MM 83 £307.60 £484.82
MISSAN SUNNY GTIRTURBC  £26898 £13040  £19198 FLYWHEEL FROM £1310.06 SUBARL IMPREZA TURBO WRX STI 02 £501.88 £590.08
MISSAN SKYUME GTSGTRR3Z  £39770 £170.00 £210.97 Larger range available please phone for details SUBARL TWIN 218mem PLATE E£1.92318  E£1,308.18
MISSAN SKYLINE GTR R33 45482 £18055  £24338 Please add 20 % VAT to prices ifrlélz:};f;;;:nmm?us 1500 g::; g’-:;-?r;
MISEAN SKYLINE GTR R34 E30770 E18058  £94338 = || ; .
PEUGEQT 106 GTI 16V £19418 E£11887  £15088 @ B Carriage £12.50 VISA ﬂ;ﬂﬁéﬁggﬁ‘f-’ﬂ”“ £275.43 £a83m
PEUGEDT 205 GTI 1.6,1.8 £19784 £11887  £15088 L e

www.mardigras.co.uk Unit 45, Silverstone Circuit,
Mardi Gras Motorsport Towcester, NN12 8GZ
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EXPERT ADVICE - MASSIVE STOCK + RAPID DELIVERY

WEDAcOoe: . FOR ALL YOUR

-

POLSTORE

= NAVON
F¥eES

BUY NEW BUY USED MOTORPORT &
FIT OUT YOUR STORAGE RACING TYRES

WORKSHOP EQUIPMENT
OR GARAGE IN \| MANY BRANDS
3-5 DAYS AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE IN ALL UK
‘RAL COLOURS STOCKED

Including ACE 10
FORMULA FORD

Pnone: 0121 331 1122
Email: sales@bmitr.co.uk

0844 375 2598 e

www.demon-tweeks.co.uls = mms

PROFESSIONAL MOTORSPORT EQUIPMEN

BMTR.CO.UK

PERSPEX WINDOWS
Perspex or unbreakabile polycarbonate. Tinted or
clear. Slider units, mud fiaps (5 cols), roof vents, DID YOU
S R full thermo-forming service now available.
4 SRAER CABINET (200K Dwe) »>5>> WORLDWIDE EXPORT <<« KNOW?

FAS-20000-04 ERLL VAT

AIREDALE RACE COMPONENTS 43% of oux
OUR DELIVERY 20 Layton Park Close, Rawdon, Leeds. LS19 6PJ readers describe
SERVICE: Tel: 0113 250 9852 themselves as
motorsport
competitors.

T — 2065 CATALOGUE

sl cabtuco PROFESSIONAL MOTORSPORT EQUIPMENT

0800 008 6861 RAPIDAPOLSTORE CO.UK 508 poges o the bes molrsprtparts,ocusore ond naovoti o prodac. ool b oot now
UMIT 10 THE PINES BUSINESS PARK, BROAD STREET, GUILDFORD, SURREY. GU3 3BH FHEE now anlinE at: W m.dE mun.tmEE ks'cu‘uk

or cal.: 0906 250 I52] ===zt

ey EliteCarbonFibre Ltd. Contact - Dave Greenwood 07809390316
1919% Units 20-22 Norwich Road Ind. Est. Email - davecarbonelite@googlemail.com
Watton, Thetford, Norfolk IP25 GDR Website — elitecarbonfibre.co.uk

S Nl . |

Carbon fibré race car comporient manufacturer
Jadladlatinl,
S
)7 N
Eil

e ol .

# Maintenance of Lohan's professional standards in the
lohengs e
« Defivering the Lohen race experience

Lead Race Technician ¥eu should have significant and wide-ranging experience

5 i (minimum of 5 years) as a vehicls Tachnician in an appropriate
Are you mad about Motorsport? Why not turn your hobby into o career? Lohen oy i averig

MOTORSPORT SALES EXECUTIVES R

Lohen is widely regarded 10 be the UK's leading independent

= Wall-developed skills and axparienca across the Tull
Wa currantly have full-time soles positions suitable for someone looking to start or further develop a coreer New MIH specialist for high-end parformance sales, racing ranige of Techrician Mi:;u
within our dynomic soles department. packages, and fitting services. Bullding 0n 10 years Of SUCCESS = |, oy et of vetiicle engineering knowiledge and skills
the Comparny is now Investing in its exciting next phase of +  Experience in leading & taam of mechanics In the race
As the market leaders in our field, we hove on envioble reputation of being the best in the business, development and growth. anvironmant
o position we are looking to strengthen. Warking fior the mearket leader and as part of a friendly, = Experience in working with engineering drawings,
ambitious and professionzl team this new role Is a key part of data acquisition, and race strategies
Wea con offer o compatitive solery, bonus incentive scheme, stoff discount ond private healtheora, Full the Campany’s development plares. = A confident, self-motivated and cutgoing
angoing training is provided. The sucessful condidotes should possess the following skills ond onributes: » ) ) professional personality
. . This roba provides 2 full range of Technician services acrass e~ o The ablity to work as part of a team and also
= Determination = Commitment to customer service excellence Lohan race team operation. Key responsiblities include - indapendetly
=  Excellent communication skills = An acive interest in motorsporl .
ki * Al aspects of the busding, epal, maintenance and  1fyou have the right skis and experience and are exched by
If you answered yes to all of the above and are up for a new challengs, then send o CV with a gefting up of Lohen race team vehicles the cpportunity to join & growing Company we look forward to
covering letter induding corrent salary detolls te: Wicky Crewe-Spllsted: Demon Tweeks, T5 Ash Rood South, * Al race avent support fo Lohen raca and hearing from you. Please send your OV with a covering letter

Wrescham Indusirial Esiate, Wrexham, LL13 9UG or e-mall: VickyC@ demon-tweeks.co.uk suppart vehicles and faciites {quoting reference ROZ} o jobsEichen.co.ul
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

I
Lt

"H

“n |

.'|
[
‘4.,.

I

Enﬁilﬁ §;i§§@ﬁﬁ&&ordifﬁllers.com caLL us now 01327 2 384
Finest Built British Trailers.

PRG TRAILERS

| Frodporfer
Monza >

= _-:ﬁ"

PRG Trailers | Cheshire | UK [IfTel:, +44 (0) 1270812402
'Web www.prgtrailers.co.uk | Emall mfo@prgtrallers co:uké
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BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

) Connected to you

Trident Trailers

Lane Williams Trailers
Weston-Super-Mare
01934 811911,

National stocking dealers

Across the land our dedicated dealer network provides quality without compromise.

South East Anglia
Fieldfare Trailer Centre Anglian Trailer Centre
Salisbury Bury 5t Edmunds
01980 611853, 01284 387000,
Trailer Traders FS Trailers
West Sussex Huntingdon
07967 317315, 01480 453333.
South East The Tractor Shop
GA Commercials Louth
Eastbourne 01507 400051.
01323 763617,

Midlands
GT Tewing Barwell Trailer Centre
Hatfield Barwell
01707 262525, 07791 322390,

Trailers & Components Ltd

Maidstona Craven Arms
01422 233355, 01588 673345
South West UK Trailer Centres
Tamar Trailer Centre Malvern
Plymouth 0845 834 0112,
01752 341133,

Yorkshire
Toller Trailers BDS Trailers
Dorchester Sheffield
01300 320478, 0114 244 9736,

WA S| TRANSPORTER

Morth East Craigsview Trailer Centre Northern Ireland
Lloyd Ltd Dumfries Gault Trailers
Mewcastle 01387 253812. Enniskille
0191 267 7555. 028 643 48000,

JW Green Trailers Ltd
MNerth West Glasgow Trallertak
Chester Tow Bar Centre 0333 456 0222 Lurgan, Co Armagh
Chestar y 07702 400450,
01244 324034, Kay Trailers

Kinross Republic of Ireland
UK Trailer Centres Cork

Tregaron, Ceredigion

Morrison Trailers

00353 (021 491 6500,

0845 834 0112, Invernass
01349 862999. Leroni Trailers
Trailer Traders ; Dublin
Ruthin, Clayd RGC Services 00353 46 905 2101,
07967 317315, Orkney
07727 164306,
Scotland
BCL Vehicles Ltd
Galashiels
0845 8945198,

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For mone information and details of your local BJT dealer please call or visit our website.
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Vehicle e INSURANCE &5 | www.realsteel.co.uk
Wiring weng products o ol - :* 12-16v adusable. 50/

v COMPETITION CARS : 22
|
|
|

+ RALLY & RACE CARS
+ SERVICE VEHICLES

6425 6AL Digital Capaci-
ﬂ tive-discharge box. 530v to
coll. 1 35mj spark for every
firing!
V8 ENGINES- parts and accessories
REAL STEEL Unit 9, Tomo Industrial Estate,
PHONE: 0161 440 7590 | ;0 50 e Coiey Midix. UBS 20P

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk | 1. 01895 440505 Email:sales@realsteel.co,uk E&OE
Authorised and reguisted by the Financial Services Authority s

d o]0 o3 £SJ rovire to your vehicie o POLICIES FOR 30amp, 1 wire connection.

DID YOU

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk e KNOW?

Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk B35 P oorTesdens

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd, = % - = buy MN every week,
8 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF i R T T A i 3

AND INTERCOOLERS : 2 rising to 81% among
. . those working in the
b RACING CAR PREPARATION SPECIALIST |4 -9, . e motorsport industry.

z 15 Rookwood Way, Heaverhill, Suifodl,

Located in Kent covering the South East - ALL FORMULA CARS e S DER et i When you place an
» REPAIRS & RESTORATION « 3 DO4S 226 7561 . 0BAS 226 TS advert in Motorsport
» CHASSIS SET UP SERVICE « A m i

» LOCATING CARS & SPARE PARTS « e Ed ~B i B O

» TRACK SUPPORT, ENGINEERING,DATA & VIDED « sure that your target

PLEASE CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS - CONTACT ANDY WELCH: PROALLOY audience will see it!
Phione 01795 890 391 or 07770 696 975 or Email andywelchracing@aol.com

news, you can be

Classic Car
Insurance

Adrian Flux know how much you love

your car, that's why we are dedicated to
finding you a great policy tailored to your
specific requirements and driving history.
Cadll us today for a free, no obligation quote.

0800 085 5000 Benefits available include:

= N Agreed Value M FREE Legal Cover
B Modifications Cover H Limited Mileage Discounts
ﬂdl'la nf' UX.CO . U k M Track Day Cover H Club Member Discounts

Authorised and regulated by the Financiol Conduct Authority
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WEB DIRECTORY

ENGINE TUNING RACE AND RALLY PARTS

* Performanica Tuning Speclalists
et Northampton -mwmmm_
n——\_J Motorsport| 1200bhp and 220 mph capacity
s » L Racing and Omex Engine Managemant
R SIS » Wather, Dell'Crtn and 5 Carburetior Agarts
Pius mauch more, Contact us on
01604 766624

BOX " A
i Sarby pred Becur
h_‘?:htd..-.lm .-d.llf

Oil cooling & plumbing specialists 4 W B0l o Uik
0208 568 1172 www.thinkauto.com +44 (0)1953 857800

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1278-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS .
e Pave angines Svaiable for Trick dey cars, Seloon mecing and cur NEWY A ¥

;‘fm m m%“uw nﬁ'm Emw‘lrs?ﬁ‘: Specialists in ihe design & manufacture of managenmaT ﬁm enging www.prgtrallers.co.uk

— T ——— kits & componants for use in aif fypes of molarsport wordwide, +44 (0) 1270 812 402
Gsﬁﬁéumﬂj cal Mark om; 0244 822 327 or vislt; groupbmoiorspart.com W shdevicouk  E: sbdmotorsport@ticonnectcom T 44 (0) 208 391 0121 .
GEARBOXES RACE ENGINES

Rally & Race Gearbaxes, g S el o), ¥z ]
@Lﬁi@ 01782280136 F: 01782263913 01933 411 993 mmMmmqﬂnmummh. Every set made to order!
rransmussions b sadles@eliteracingtransmissions.com Jondelrace@aol.com ROAD # RACE # KIT-CARS / BIKES & TRIKES / DRAGSTERS # ETC ...

Whes! fimants for virually and vehicls from 107 o 22" diametsr from 3° 1o 18° wide. Prototype wark
fex OLE. mandacaurers, ormwieg D Tnshed producl, desgn tacdlty comerehensie par deparmant.

visit: EliteRacingTransmisslons.com 150 60012000 Accreied Gampny Cartificate . GE00105

@ www.AlloyWheelRepairs.net

Gearboxman.com o specion

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES [J/#F® ,‘{L.,m‘g

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally /f & more Jiars i Ielveo i A I
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007 omevp.couk I

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

UK NO. 1 - ALLOY WHEEL REPAIR CENTRE
Alioy Wheel Repair & Allgy Wheel Refurbishment.
Structural Repair & Cosmetic Refurbishmant Specialists

e 3 3N
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...
Heat treated alloy wheels now back In production.
Including CXR, ML and MO
WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM
Tl 00 44 1052 B5081E  salss@comp.couk

e o

W YBRACING [ N nnce&#f.w

MOTORSPORT & PERFORMANCE

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
WWW.JJCRACEANDRALLY.COM

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

James Hunter Jamie Brooker Paul Skinner
Ad Sales Executive Ad Sales Executive Senior Production Controller
T:+44 (0) 208 267 5361 T:+44 (0) 208 267 5271 T: +44 (0) 208 267 5414

E: James.Hunter@haymarket.com E: Jamie.Brockerf@haymarket.com E: Paul. Skinner@haymarket.com




MEGA DEAL?

ONLY

£99.7
£118..,m

EXCLUDING
CARRIAGE

Product Code

MD34D

ADD
15 BOXES!
£139%
£166-%

Excluding rrraees

camiage [ XTIy

FREE P'lll‘llﬁ Bin Kit

mmmmm
Quote MSN14 at time of order

*Excludes VAT & camriage. Tools not inchuded,

4 .'

m 3 Value Shelving Bays with quick, easy, boltless assembly
m Strong steel frames & chipboard decks

= Simply tap together
= Bay size 1780h x 900w x 400d mm @@
= Boxes 24 litre in capacity, 250h x 330w x 430d mm
= Money back guarantee, Conditions apply see online L
SHELVING MEGA DEAL
Code Description HxWx Dmm Capacity Price ex VAT | Price Inc VAT | Carriage Inc VAT | Total Inc VAT
MD34D 3 Shelving Bays 11780 x 900 x 400 | 175kg UDL per level  £99.00 £118.80 £24.00 £142.80
MD34DPB 3 Shelving Bays + 15 Boxes 1780 x 900 x 400 | 175kg UDL per level ~ £139.00 £166.80 £36.00 £202.80

.......

* Carriage is per set, orders of multiple sets will incur an exira carriage charge. Please phone for full details or go online.

now:. 08450 177 732 www.bigdug.co.uk
NOW: 01gauq.co.
Defvery prica i to Mainiand UK onsy. Al rices comect a time of going 1o press.Sales Lines open Mon-
I DUG Fri Bam-Bpm, Sat-Sun Sam-8pm. Calls charged at maximurm of 2p par min from BT landling. We raserve
change & prices at ; . Al offers subject lability. E & OF. Co Reg No. — T
E%ﬁm il tar::-ﬂ uﬁ& wm.higdﬁg::::uﬁﬁ&t} LI::I GmmmL::;], Tewkesbury GL20 :TD UEL“'] c ATAL“G“E
ONLINE TODAY

No1 FOR LOW COST SHELVING & RACKING




