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Most of us need reminding the speed limit on
ordinary roads is still 60mph.

Astra GTE owners especially.

Under the bonnet, a 1.8 litre engine with Bosch
LE Jetronic fuel injection produces 115 bhp.

Allied to a 5 speed gearbox, it takes the car from
0 to 60 in just 8.5 seconds.

And reaches a top speed of 116 mph.

That’s a lot of power for the rest of the carto live
up to. But live up, it most ('vn.linl_v does.

I'he GTE boasts a suspension that incorporates
anti-roll bars, uprated springs and gas pre-loaded
shock absorbers.

Ihe limpet-like road holding is aided and
abetted by ultralow profile tyres on 51"alloy wheels.

Its ventilated front dise brakes received top
marks in a Group Test report by Motor Magazine.

Equipped thoughiit obviously is for even the most
enthusiastic of drivers, from the inside the GTE is a
model of respectability.

There’s thick carpeting, tinted windows and
Recaro front seats. Plus a radio/stereo cassette player
complete with four speakers.

As for the dashboard, Motor Magazine remarked,
‘the Astra’s display wins by a mile, both aesthetically
and functionally”

With all that going for it, how can anyone accuse

Bfe

BACKED BY THE WORLDWIDE
RESOURCES OF GENERAL MOTORS

the GTE of being naughty?

On the contrary. [t seems to us

to be setting a perfect example.
PERFORMANCE FIGURES FROM MOTOR MAGAZINE

VAUXHALL ASTRA GTE.

Better. By l.)csign.
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IMSAs chief executive, the thoughtful
John Bishop, resents any accusations of
being protectionist and says he wants
to see IMSA cars racing against their
Group C tousins. Nevertheless, he
won't budge from his existing technical
baseline.
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ARI'S GENTLE
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WINNING

Ari Vatanen ond Jean-Pierre Nicolas
make a delightful team: a Finn fromthe
North and a Frenchman from the Pro-
vencale South. Ari aims to restore his
reputation — and Peugeot stands to
share the glory.
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OFFENSIVE

The nextbigrally is the Tour de Corsg It
may betoomuch tohopefhofPeugeo}'s
205 Turbo 16 can win its maiden event
but it will be a stern test for Jean Todt
and his men.
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STREETS

A Jaguar sports car victory after so
many years; a world champion's sensa-
tional come-back; a flat-out and the
presence of Juan-Manuel Fangio.
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Token apart in drawings, the Renault
RE 50 and the Honda turbo-engined
are the subjects of the moment. Both
could be in the battle for the 1984 con-
structors’ crown.
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THE BLUE(S)
IN HIS SOUL
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Times, and people, have changed at
McLaren since the death of Bruce
McLaren in 1970. We went for a

In a memorable batile with the might of
Lancie, world champion Hanny Mik-
kola and his 4wd Audi hung on tooth
and nail to take o narrow 27-second
win over Markku Alen on the Porty-
guese Rally. The Italian marque came
mighty close, though...
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hard as ever - on a Sunday.

visit, and found them working as

Everyone in F1knows that it's best not to
be too close to Guy Ligier when he
throws a wobbly, But under the balding
head and behind the flattened nose is a
great French character whose life story
reads like a novel. It's o tale with as
many highs as lows.
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DR JONATHAN GETS
SECOND RAM-HART

Although he had been widely
tipped by several sources (inc-
luding GPI!) to be joining Tyr-
rell, rug.nmyEumpunF cham-
pion Dr Jonathan Palmer signed
last week todrive asecond RAM-
Hart in all 16 of this year’s world
championship GPs.

Palmer's unrewarded ability has
attracted the attention some
weeksago of prize-winning Daily
Mail sports writer Tan Woold-
ridge, who wrote an eloquent
plea for financial support in his
column. Amongthose who came
forward was the flamboyant
industrialist Peter de Savary,
who financed (and captained)
Britain’s yacht Victory in last
year’s America’s Cup ra
“I'had to go and visit Brian Hart
to persuade him to make enough
engines for our team.” said a
delighted Palmer. “Both Brian
and my team boss, John Macdo-
nald, have worked incredibly
hard to make this possible.

Palmer joins RAM with three
years ol F1 experience as Frank
Williams ml!m‘slluldmu The
team’s other driver, Frenchman
Philippe Alliot, will hé e the first
all-carbon fibre chassis for Rio
and Kyalami, but Palmer will
have equal equipment in time
for the start of the European sea-
son

The late announcement of Pal-
mer’s appointment, and of a
second driver at Osella for some
European races, means that as
many as 28 F1 drivers will be in
contentign for the 26 starting
places on some GP grids during
the summer.

CART INTO GEAR

The domination of the British-
built March chassis looks set to
continue, in spite of opposition
from rival marques. Even the
well-budgeted Indy-car teams
which can afford to build their
own chassis have bought
Mareh’s latest product, the 84C,
for back-to-back tests. It is

The .lndmnapoll’s ‘500’ is the
;h(l)wpiece of CART's sche-
ule

reported from Phoenix (Ari-
zona) that Rick Mears, the 32
vear old Californian who leads
Roger Penske’s team, has shat-
tered l}wc lap record by no less
Andrea de Cesaris attempts
to come to terms with the
problems of being a design-
er. Ligier’s pencilmen need
haveno cause forconcern at
present!

than 1.4 seconds using both his
brand new Penske PCI2 (built at
Penske's Poole, Dorset, facility)
and the team’s new March,
Also seen at Phoenix was 1978
world champion Mario Andretti,
trying the latest Lola chassis
which he will be driving for film
star Paul Newman’s Budweiser
beer sponsored team. Another
ex-F1 “name” who has done
some impressive times IS
Colombian Roberto Guerrero,
who broke the lap record on the
Laguna Seca road circuit using
the Cotter team’s new March.
Roberto and his American wife
Katie are now living in San
Diego, incidentally.

There could be‘;majorehockfor
the American Indy-car establi-
shment on the way from Britain,
where McLaren lnlurn.luol'l:ﬂ
will be deciding, probably within
a month, whether to build an
Indy car. “We have the finance
and the technical ability todoit,
says McLaren director Ron Den-
nis: “at present, unlwlun.ncly.
we don’t have the capacity.
Sadly, the 1984 Indy-car season
will start without one of its most
experienced competitors. CAll
lornia-based Mike Mosely. I
died on March 22 when he was
burned to death following & rod
accident involving the truck 10
which he was a ]Tdbbhnﬂu &
and bespectacled, Mos had
failed only once in the l’ﬂh‘ 12
years to qualify [or the Indy ">

and has twice suffered seriods
injuriesin the race. His best 500
result was 3rd, in 1979, but he ha¢
qualified 2nd fastest in 1983.

driving a March for the Krac®
team.
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AN AUSTRIAN
FOR OSELLA

Ioo late for inclusion in our F1
Guide (GP175) came the news
that the Austrian F2 driver Jo
Gartner will be joining the Osel-
la-Alfa team for six European
GPs later this year.

Gartner, aged 29, hails from
Vienna, where he runs a Citroén
dealership. A popular character
off-track, he has a reputation for
an attacking style behind the
wheel, and in four F2 seasons has
taken several useful places, inc-
luding a win at Pau last year. He
will be sponsored in F1, as in F2,
by the Austrian cigarette brand
Milde Sorte.

It has been confirmed by Enzo
Osella that Piercarlo Ghinzani
will lead the Turin-based team
throughout 1984. The latest FA1/
F chassis, designed by Tony
Southgate, was due to be tested
with Osella’s first turbo Alfa V8
engine, at Balocco, as this issue
of GPI was going to press.

The sponsors of Ghinzani’s car
will again be Kelemata (herbal
cosmetic products), joined for
’84 by Carvico (a textile manu-
facturer) and Sol, a producer of
oxygen and other gases.

Teo Fabi: his place in the
Brabham F1 team will be
given to brother Corrado
when his CART commit-
ments take precedence

FABI(S) FOR BRABHAM

As forecast in GPI 75, the driver
ofthe second works F1 Brabham-
BMW alongside Nelson Piquet
in 1984 will be called Fabi. Offi-
cially, that’s all we know at the
moment because the shrewd
owner of the team, Mr Bernard
LLLlLElOﬂb simply nominated
i” as his driver when entries
closed at FISA's Paris HQ on
February 28.

There was a little clarification of
the matter in London last week
when Teo Fabi, elder of the two
brothers, returned from testing
the latest Brabham BT53 at Kya-
lami. “I expect to be driving for
Brabham in all the races that
don’t clash with my Indy-car
commitments.” he said, “but we
will probably take another look
at the situation halfway through
the season.” In orderto avoid any

possible FISA ban on non-Ame-

D) D

ricandrivers whorace in CART’s
Indy-car series, Teo plans to race
with an American licence this
year.

Teo also explained that his youn-
ger brother Corrado, the 1982
European F2 champion, would
take over the Brabham F1 place
when he wasn't available. In the
first half of the Fl season, this
means that Corrado can expect
to be stepping in for Teo at
Monaco, Dallas and Brands

Hatch. FISA was due to decide
this week whether both Fabi
brothers would be permitted to
score points in the 1984 world
championship.

Spirit: a tiny team busy sur-
viving. Chief designer is ex-
McLaren man Gordon Cop-
puck

WITH MAURO IN SPIRIT

One of the final details of the
1984 F1 season fell into place last
week when the identity was
revealed of the sponsor whose
support will carry Mauro Baldi
back into F1. Testing at Silvers-
tone, Baldi’s all-red Spirit-Hart
101 carried decals for Australian,
the Italian-based company
Intriguingly, “Australian”™ brand
sports clothes (the company spe-
cialises in trendy tennis gear) are
manufactured in Italy and in
There is also news of two would-
be Spirit men. Sweden’s Stefan
Johansson, last year’s choice to
race the all-new Spirit-Honda
turbo in F1 (and someone who
certainly did not deserve to have
been left in the cold for 1984), has
signed to compete in all rounds
of the Japanese F2 champion-
ship thisyear. He will drive a new
March 842 with works-supplied
Honda V6 engines. The car is
sponsored by Yokohama tyres.
Meanwhile, the lamentable
ongoing saga of Signor Fulvio
Ballabio, Spirit and the admit-
tedly appropriate sponsorship of
Mickey Mouse comics has come
to an end. Meeting in Paris, the
members of a FISA committee
reached the same conclusion as
most of those who had watched
Ballabio’s ham-fisted efforts
with the Spirit during testing at
Rio and elsewhere: they decided
he wasn't yet ready for Fl, and
declined to let him have a Super-
licence.

O C K

THE INDY
ALTERNATIVE

In the French town of Vichy last week, Guy Ligier
unveiled his latest ‘baby,’ an Indy-car sister for his
new FI car which will race in the North American
CART (Championship Auto Racing Teams) series. In
two weeks time the Ligier will be at Long Beach to
race on the splendid California street circuit, where
the muffled turbo-growl of its Cosworth DFX engine
will be in tune with many other similar powerplants.
In view of the spiralling costs of staying in Grand
Prix racing, it is a relief to know that an honourable
way out remains. In the case of Guy Ligier, it has
also been a sideways step, one which only a man of
his vision and foresight would consider. He is at
present the only constructor to be genuinely
involved in both ‘schools’ of racing.

For many of Ligier's former rivals, CART has provid-
ed a providential escape route. And while one must
never crow too soon, it can surely be assumed that
some of the talented European ‘exiles” will one day
be able to match the sort of success that came the
way of March Engineering in only two seasons of
Indy-car competition. Teddy Mayer, one of McLa-
ren’s founder members, and Morris Nunn, whose
own Fl team no longerexists, eagerly await adven-
ture in a new sphere, while John Barnard - already
the holder of an award for Indy-car innovation —
could soon have another potential winner of the
‘500’ ready on his drawing board.

The whole phenomenon, let’s admit, could snow-
ball. Drivers such as Teo Fabi — who left Fl only to
return to it as his second string ~will have company
from other European “refugees” this year, including
Derek Daly, Danny Sullivan, Bruno Giacomelli and
Roberto Guerrero.

Gone are the days of the off-set chassis in Indy rac-
ing. In 1984 the road circuits will outnumber the tra-
ditional ovals, a tendency which does nothing,
however, to detract from the rightful place of the
super-speedways — with Indianapolis itself to the
fore — as the cenirepiece of the show. Driving stan-
dards constantly improve, and sotoo does the tech-
nical standard of the competition machinery.
CART has every reason to be proud of what it has
achieved. But its masters must be ever aware of the
threat of price escalation. It is a factor which can
strike down the sport just as quickly as it may,
briefly, have bolstered it.




Stefan Bellof and Tyrrell: a
promising trial at Ricard

STEFAN BELLOF TRIES A
TYRRELL

British F1 entrant Ken Tyrrell's
attempts to fly the patriotic Mag,
reported in GPI 75, have not last-
ed very long. At the Ricard tests
which ended on March 21 it was
being widely rumoured that the
team might be recruiting a Ger-
man driver (and sponsor?) fol-
lowingan impressive showing in
the latest version of the Cos-
worth-powered Tyrrell 012 by
Porsche endurance star Stefan
Bellof,

“I thought that Bellof showed a
lot of talent,” confessed Tyrrell
last week. “It was obvious to me
after Stefan had driven our car
for an hour and a half that he
ought to be in F already.”

Only a couple of weeks ago it
seemed that Bellof - who had
been tipped to join the Arrows-
BMW FI team before Christmas
- would be concentrating on F2
races in 1984 when he wasn't
committed 10  Rothmans-
Porsche. But F2 entrant Willj
Maurer, who also acts as busi-
ness manager to the 27 year old
(_Icrman.madcihc surprise deci-
sion last week to abandon all his
F2 links in order o find an F]
place for his protégé.

Unless sufficient cash is found
very quickly, however, Ken Tyr.
rell says it is likely that he will be
calling on Danny Sullivan tojoin
Martin Brundle in the tcam for
the [irst two GPs of the year, Bra-
7il and South Africs. Sullivan
has already signed an Indy-car
contract in the USA 1o race a
March 84C for New Jersey-based
':nlll:nlkl)oul Shierson.

n the Ricard test, incident
Tyrrell number | driver Maarll'i?:
was 0.3 second slower than Bel-
lof, whose lIml lap of the short
circur was Im 06.3s. “But if Mar-
tin had been at Ricard 1o pcrst:-
ade me to let him race, I'm sure
he would have done a |m 05.2¢
lisp,” suld Tyrrell mischievously..,
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McLAREN'S MP4-2

By the time thisissueof GPlison
sale it is expected that the new
McLaren-TAG/Porsche Fl car
will have been tested by both
Niki Laudaand Alain Prostat the
Paul Ricard circuit. The first

chassis was completed on the
night of March 6/7, at well after
midnight, so please understand
why the smiles on the faces of
Lauda and Prost look slightly
forced in our photo...

Don’t be misled by the simil-
ary to its predecessor: the
laittest McLaren MP4-2 is in
fact a big change

McLaren designer John Barnard
says that virtually everything on
the MP4-2 is new, butthe caris so
similar in shape to the original
MP4-1 (itself a three year old
design) that one must assume
(h:n Barnard got it right first
time. “Aerodynamically the new
caris a good improvement,” says
Barnard: “we also have a new
redr suspension Lo fit in with he
new aerodynamics, and to save
;olnjs%e wci:ghtf‘

Although the car js Jon, 3
carbon-fibre llcmculegr?u::lt-
factured chassis is virtually the
same as the original MP4-1
which was designed to allow for
such changes. An interesting
feature 15 the adoption of McL g
ren-designed brakes (o tuke
advantage of some new carbon-
fibre ventilated brake
These discs are manufactu
France by SEP, about whos
ducts Barnard has been ¢

discs,
red in
¢ pro-
nthu-

siastic for over a year,
In spite of some recent setbacks

in testing, team chiel Ron Dcn‘-
nis has high hopes for lF'lc TAG
(urbo engine, made in Stuttgart
by a team of Porsche engineers
under the supervision of Hans
Mezger. Dennis points out that
the German V6 isthe only racing
engine that was purpose-
designed fora Formula l applica-
tion. Although notably econo-
mical, it will (of course) have
water injection, and the special
Shell-made fuel will be chilled,
to reduce its volume, before
being put into the regulation
220-litre tank

LIGIER'S INDY-CAR

Having hastily completed their
new LC 02 Indy-car, a group of
Ligier men left theirHQ in Vichy
last week in a big hurry. They
were headed for the West Coast
of the USA, where American
driver Kevin Cogan anxiously
awaits the arrival of the new car,
which he hopes to drive in the
Long Beach Indy-car Grand Prix
on April 1

In view of the high CART weight
limit (680 kilos, compared with
540 in F1) it has not been neces-
sary to use carbon-fibre for the
new car. Instead the design team
supervised by former chief F1
mechanic Jean-Claude Guénard
has fallen backonadev elopment
of the two year old JS21 alumin-
ium honeycomb chassis, a nar-

row tub designed for ground

elfects aerodynamics which are
\‘ull permitted (in g rcstric; [:i
_IFH’]I) under CART rules :
€am manager Dany Hindenoe

recognises that lhr:)L'lelr?yt]IL!T:L‘i1
race may prove to be an ml-?r‘
.-mbulu_us target for an ulJ-n:‘\;
team with a car that didn'y even
EXISL on paper five months ago
I”\th:m'y test Programme at the

0€nix oval track is plannegd fo

subsequent weeks, with roy dr
Wo and three of the chy o
ship (Phoenix on March |5

Indianapolis itselr on M o

ay 27)

the most import
objectives.
Unlike previous Ligjer I
cars, the LC 02 carries the initj
of Ligier himself and hjg nm.h
partner, American Mike (u\.w
Best known as a major pr(]dur‘?'
of Country & Western "-‘tvrfjn
Curb has other businesg inlf'
rests in movies and TV, By hc?-
also extremely busy at prege s
with the Republican Party ;Snl
major fund-raiser for Pregigq, v
Ronald Reagan’s ards
campaign.

Quite an interesting partnersh;
when one recalls the active p01§
tical support which Guy Ligier
gave lollhe election campaign of
his left-wing buddy Frangojs
Mitterrand in France’s last presi-
dential elections..

ant imnegigy,

acin,

Iu-dleqiun

BALESTRE HOLDS COURT

Addressing a Press Conference
in Paris on February 27, Jean-
Marie Balestre sent sales of a
new French book about Fl
finances (“Des Bolides en Or"
reviewed in GPI 75) to a new
high by announcing that lawyers
had been instructed by the FIA
to sue the author, Jean-Pierre
Dubreuil. When the book
arrived in our office for review
(along with several other publi-
cations), we accepted it in good
faith and aired our feelings about
it in order to keep our readers
informed. We found it interest:
ing because it revealed some of
the means by which certain per-

sons had managed to get them-
selves into positions of some
importance. In this particular
case, Jean-Pierre Dubreuil made
no secret of his approach: he was
anewcomer to something which
he intended to show up as being
scandalous

BUSY SCHEDULE FOR
GOLF 2

Swedish driver Kalle (say “Shal-
lay™) Grundel had his last outing
in Portugal with the old-style
Golf GTI in which he had put up
such a great show on his “home”
rally a couple of weeks earlier.
Starting with the Tour de Corse
he will have a brand new Golf 2,
fitted with the same 8-valve
engine as the earlier car, and
weighing the same, but fitted
with revised suspension
Grundel has already tested the
new car at the Niirburgring,
achieving lap times a clear 20
seconds better than before. He
hopes to have a competition ver-
sion of the latest 1.8-litre 16-valve
GTI engine homologated in
time for some of the end-of-sea-
son rallies, and will be doing a
European championship pro-
gramme in the meantime.
Thereistobe aGroup Adwd ver-
sion of the Golf 2 for 1985. Not
surprisingly, Grundel hopes to
be the driver chosen by the VW
factory to run it in next year’s a
major events.

WITH THANKS

GPI wishes to acknowledge the
kind co-operation of Michelin
and the Du Buot publishing
house in Paris for permission to
reproduce a number of maps in
the Formula 1 Guide published
in our last edition.

The maps of Belgium, France,
Monaco, Britain and Spain are
Michelin copyright, while du
Buot supplied those for Brazil,
San Marino and Italy (Kum-
merly & Frey), South Africa
(Ravenstein), Canada (Rolph-
McNally) and Detroit and Dallas
(Wagner).

TOYOTA: RELIABILITY
FIRST

The Japanese Toyota company
plans a relatively relaxed world
championship programme ol
rallying this year. The Celica
Turbo made its first appearance
since the 1983 RAC Rally in Por-
tugal last week, and will be going
on to compete on the Safari (in
April), where there will be three
cars, for Waldegaard, Eklund
and Munari.

There will be two Toyota entries
for the New Zealand Rally in
June and the Thousand Lakes in
August: on both occasions the
drivers will be Waldegaard and
Kankkunen. Another possibility
is the [vory Coast Rally with Wal-

degaard and Eklund. Toyola
Team Europe, run from Cologne
by Ove Andersson, will end the
season with the RAC Rally.

An all-new 4wd Toyota rally
supercar is presently being
designed in Japan. It will have
nothing in common with the
existing Celica, which despite its
extremely powerful 16-valve
turbo engine is unable to com-
pete against the superior traction
of the Audis and Lancias on
European roads.
Nevertheless, the Toyotastill has
a fair chance of success on Alri-
can events, which is why the
Japanese engineers aré concen-
trating on extracting maximum
reliability from the conventional
design of the Celica. The East
African Safari is undoubtedly
the most important event of the
year for Toyota, and Waldegaard
has been in Kenya since January,
with Eklund having joined him

You read about it two weeks
ago in these pages, now you
can see it. The 4wd MG
Metro 6R4. Its V6 miden-
gined design promises to
make this car a worthy
opponent for the Peugeot
205 Turbo 16

for a week before going to Portu-
gal.

With no fewer than five other
factory teams intending to make
the trip south for the Safari, such
preparation takes on unusual
imporiance.

GUY EDWARDS
IS A BANDIT

Normally the above headline
would guarantee a writ from
juy, that most sensitive
ike) of racing
drivers. Happily, on this occa-
sion both Mr Edwards and his
ever-vigilant lawyer will have to
grin and bear it, for it was
announced in London last week
that Guy would be one of four
drivers on the two-car team of
private Porsche 956s sponsored
in all 11 of this year's world cham-
pionship endurance races by
Skoal Bandits, an American-
manufactured “smokeless
tobacco.”
The programme is a develop-
ment of the one begun at Le
Mans last year, where John Fitz-
patrick entered one of his two
Porsches in Skoal's green and
white colour scheme
The team’s four regular *

dits” - presented in deliciously
French style by a top Paris
agency on the press release with
all the SURNAMES in CAPI-

EDWARDS and his long-time
racing pariner
GAN, plus British veteran David
HOBBS and Belgian Thierry
BOUTSEN.

Skoal’s parent company is the

Edwards and Keegan

gum, releasing the tobacco fla-

constru
001, blue was his colour.

TAL LETTERS - will be Guy

Rupert KEE-

US Tobacco Co of Connecticut,
which reported more than S$380
million in sales last year. Smoke-
less tobacco, the company’s prin-
cipal product, is sold in small
pouches, like tea bags, which
contain moistened tobacco. The
ever-dwindling number of nicot-
ine addicts are invited to “hold
the pouch between cheek and

vor (sic).”




There seems to be a strong
possibility that some of your
top IMSA enfrants will be com-

ing to race at Le Mans and ‘ Jo

elsewhere in Europe this year.

Would you describe that as BISHOP
a vindication for  your

approach? _

De\:m,feh/ notl This years
GT series has 17 rounds, sev
of them in the months
and July. Im quite
because we could find our
selves with smaller grids
has some important

ahead of it this yea
exgmple were gcC
racing back to
Last year, at Daylona, you
were quoted as saying that
IMSA could claim a true clash
of manufacturers, Aston Mar-
tin vs Jaguar, while in Group C
it was just Porsche vs Porsche.
What do you really think of the
world endurance champion-
ship?

| don't believe that its a true

worried

world series

'\ . HIS QUIET MAN MUST BE TAKEN SERIQUSLY. DON'T BE

* CONFUSED BY THE SLEEPY BEAR-LIKE APPEARANCE,
NOR BY HIS RELAXED MANNER. JOHN BISHOP, PRESIDENT OF
IMSA - THE AMERICAN SANCTIONING BODY WHOSE SUCCESS
HAS OVERSHADOWED FISA'S OWN WORLD ENDURANCE
CHAMPIONSHIP - IS A TRUE VISIONARY. EUROPEANS TEND TO
REGARD IMSA AS A CLOSE-KNIT GROUP OF AUTOCRATS,
UNWILLING TO OPEN THE DOOR IN ORDER TO LET THEM
INSIDE. INDEED, SEVERAL ATTEMPTS TO BRING FISA AND [MSA
TOGETHER HAVE ALREADY PROVED ABORTIVE, AND THE
CLASHES WITH PORSCHE OVER NEW RULES ARE LEGION. YET
NONE OF THIS SEEMS TO HAVE ANY EFFECT ON BISHOP...

more, Group C
torm

cenire

S Interview by Didier Braillon
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uxury of driv
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ble cost of
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reduce consumption

| ! WOuld say you were

<N one.

Does that mean that you I
believe that IMSA  could
undertake the promotion of o
substitule  world endurance
championship?

The concept of savin
obviously the

Q A

ong to attract th
o our fracks
What do you think of FISAs
approach fo Group C?

FISA must be made aware that

m order to have a truly “world”
championship it is essential o
have Americon car builders and
n foct | believe that
r achivi-
sefling up the ground
angd wsuing compefifors

\ces, bt not 1o get involved |

id restrict th

Buick, Mazda
many others. As
racing is relatively
mote commercially

1 accused you of being anti-

engines

C re available to
private entrangs

But if you look af th

e IMS,
:'ewhs over the pas fev::::::
would appeqr that

Porsche 935 is o car o
been made available 15 o

large :
.":Mhr!mmbu of  privaie

than 2

ess 20,000 dollgrs

Coming back to Porsche .
you worried last Year vqurg
the 9562 i

How could | be w

car th

MSA r

Didn't you just try 1o \.an the
‘safety” aspect in order to dis.

courage Porsche from racing

the 956 in IMSA events?

Porsche got thrown out of the
Can-Am at the end of 1973,
ond then they were banned
from Indianapolis  befors
they'd even raced there. Is it
fair to accuse the USA of being
protectionist? Or are Ameri
cans afraid of the competition
being too stiff?

wnnot 1k fo y country in
ene t as | recaoll, the
Porichie =y '; and the
Porsche Indy engine were oul-
the rules
has never

So | dont

otechion~
ful notto

ourna-

All that we want 158

1Ces
>mpetitive race

irivers, spon”
Anything

else takes second place

You met (FISA) President Jean
Marie Balesire ot Dayton
What do you think of him a5 ¢
person?

a world scal€

that has | fur,

e is well awi

our regulations are moré *
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Af the end of the Portugal Rally, one ‘Ihmg
was in everyone’s mind: the superiority ©
the Audis with four-wheel drive over the
more conventional Lancia Rallies had been
sorely tested - with the Ifalian cars having
the best of it. OF course, parficularly mild
weather spared them from m‘ud, cnd_ ?he_
undeniable high quality of their new Prr_eH!
tyres helped compensate for the Lancios
mechanical handicap. The exceptional skill
of their drivers, with Markku Alen at the
forefront, accounted for the rest. If we start
looking for lost seconds, it was a puncfure
on the all-tarmac first leg that cost the Finn
his victory. On gravel, their performance
was impeccable. In addition, as o\reod_y
shown last year, the reliability of the Lancia
037 turbo engine was superb. Flexibility
and power remained its major quglities. It is
left to the imagination what such a car
might be if it were equipped with four-
wheel drive... His hands worn raw after an
enormous effort, Alen told anyone willing
to listen that in 1985 he must have a four-
wheel drive.

‘I MUST HAVE A FOUR-
WHEEL DRIVE' - ALEN,
HIS HANDS WORN TO THE
BOKE

The perfect harmeny which reigns in the
Italian team between Markku Alen and the
triumvirate Fiorio/Pianta/Russo would lead
us fo believe that Alen will get his wish, from
Lancia. The prototypes of a car destined to
debut in 1985 are already under study in
Tunp. Alenhas seen one, and hopestotestit
during “recce” for the upcoming 1000 Lakes

ally.
The *hirgi round of the world championship
begqn in a predictable manner, Lancia
dqmmnted the first leg on tarmac. Henri
To;vonenll‘rhe newcomer fo the Italian team
was leading the pack in spectacular form
when/_during the sixth stage, he got carried
g\{vay ina plc‘.wfver slide and wrecked his car.
s eyes glistening with disappo; :
Henri could but watch as Men,%'i:coslrc::z::j
Beftega carried the Lancia charge onward
to Povog, finish of the first section without
him, Suddenly, Biasion/Bettega were lead-
ing with the closest Audi, driven by Mikkola
145 seconds back affer 15 special stuges'
Not surprising on asphalt where Lancia trg.
dlf{onal!y dominates. Or so one wouclld
?h!nk. Indeed, the mighty Walter Rehyl
might have given the ltalians o hot fime 'Fr“t
dlIJI'II'Ig that first day. This year’s ”Mo:t ¢
winner was in fact the only member of fl-?e
Au_dl team to keep pace with the Lancias
With the next three legs to be contested on
gravel,some 76 per cent of the overallr III-I
course, RShrls tenacity seemed to |:3rt:.-sc;J 4
aGerman victory. Butno one’s perfect— ngoet
even Walter. His conceniration |apsed
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able terrain,beganfo shuve?he}sﬁ»cond;‘:fj
the front runners lead. Finishing fis
. te behind Alen, once again
i he end of the leg. For another
{ffder’a?;:n;vzrs own troubles had put
Hc‘:nn%u Mikkolain adifficult position- On'ih:
shoulders of the reigningAond champm' i
all of Audi's hopes were firmly set. A;“’AQ e
slip,and Lancia would be out of reach. ﬂ\{
oftempt to play it safe was ouf of the ques
tions as well. Mikkola had fo attack.
Slowly, the third act in this movable drama
began to fake shape, although less soll_hon
the previous day. Thanks‘h‘a a propitious
wind, dust was still an insidious enemy fo
one and all dlike. It had fo be counted on
and dealt with. On the side of Audij_crcf‘ry
Christian Geistdorfer, Rohrls navigator,
tried every frick in the book and then some
to see that Mikkola, seeded 4th after the
second leg, would not have fo wade
through the dust of 3rd seeded Biasion. The
official one-minute delay between each
contestants beginning of a stage wasn't
enough in itself. First, Hannu Mikkola sho-
wed up at the starting line without a helmet
or safety belt: “Give me justa minufe to get
ready, in the inferest of safety!” Request
granted. Biasion was already far down the
road when Mikkola took off. A little lafer,
Rahrl pulled up chead of fime. He was
given a two-minute penalty, but allowed to
start before Mikkola - who he graciously let
go by after the first few kilometres. And so
on, such that the best Audi was always able
tokeep out of the worst of the dust raised by
the third Lancio. At day's end in Viseu, Mik-

kola was in the lead, 43 seconds ahead of
Alen.

THE LOCAL POLICE WERE
THROWBACKS TO THE
DAYS OF SALAZAR

The next day, it was o
A pparent that the tw
&un;dcn? Alf‘gumll}SG kilometres each) wou|§
ecide the rally. As things fyrned

Murkku:\!en and Hannu Mikkola wou!dogg
?Qgeamow: ofAAheerepic confrontation in

+ when Markku won. A i :
Algn makes scratch, 33 secon:igsugilleu?in;

X . An
gin to slip §
e GHEF urther

Hannu Mikkola,
reigning world
champion, pulled
victory out of

the fire for Audi.
A magnificent
achievement.

(Photo: André =

Marzoli)




and Lousa Two, he was 19 seconds ahead.
Now, with only two special stoges leftin the
rolly, one of which was 20 kilometres long,
everyone was on pins and pged\es fo see

this wild week through fo s finish, It was nof

the moment for one or the other to flinch

and they both knew that ?_he)f WO_UId be

pushing themselves and their machines to

the breoking point. In addition, something

as simple as an inopporfune puncture could

easily put Mikkolo out ofthe running. Notto

be caught counting on luck, Lunglu was

doing everything humanly possible to

maximise their chances. In short, the afmos-

phere on the course was electric.

Three hours from the start of the last stage,

Fiorio sent Alen up in a helicopter. At the

same time, his mechanics drove a practice

carover the rally route just before the roads

were closed to traffic. Having had his last

look at the terrain, Markku Alen flew back

to the rest stop at Tomar - and the begin-

ning of the end of the rally. The last hours
crawled by for some, raced by for others.
And at the finish line, as Markku Alen

charged across the last few metres, time
stopped. But it was olready too late. At
Coruche, Mikkola was again foster. Like the
year before, he had once more won the
Portugal Rally - although this time by only
27 seconds! A heart-stopper ending to o
thrill packed rally.

Although logical, Audi's victory was no less
only by the barest of margins. Lancia, for
their part, were still smarting from "Monte”,
where Audis domination of the rally had
been so complete that the enfire Italion
team had been thrown into paroxysms of
pessimism. Even to the point where Cesare
Fiorio had been said to be contemplating
abandoning the world championship until
19?5. Yet, Alen’s, Biasion's, Bettega's, and
Toivonen's (as well) performances in Portu-
gal hove rekindled the fires of hope, We dll
know how big a part luck plays in the Safari,
where Lancia will be competing next
month. However, the men from Turin will try
toleave aslitle to luck as possible. The Tour
of Corsicain May would seem to be anaty-
ral for Lancio, Acropolis? Well, we've now

THREE HOURS BEFORE

THE LAST STAGE, FIORIQ
SENT ALEN ALOFT IN A
HELICOPTER

seen that nothing is impossible. There
still plenty of opportunities left, food for?hr:
energies and ambitions of Fiorio's men. Por-
tugal may have been o defeat, but it never-
ﬂse{ess'goye the team a definiie boost, And
put their minds at rest as to the value of their
cars. Perhaps it was this very dissatisfaction
that provaked o scene on the firts morning
ofﬁ:erdly at the end of the Sintra loop. At
the finish of the T:k stage, Fiorio asked
orgonisers fo check the conformity of
the Audi Quatiros’ front-wheel erunl"ly -
hml?rt. This long standing feud dates bocl?teo
decisive 1983 San remo Rally. It would
appeor fo hove fiored up again.
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ding fo the rules, a vehicles ‘”hee.h
‘:rcec::)t cl(-l;owed to extend beyond the In'nl?s[
of the bodywork a the top of the whee
wells, measured by dropping o p!umb line
from this point across the wheel rims. If the
lower part of the wheel ex_fen‘ds beyond
the bodywork, however, which is the case
with the Audi because of the very pro-
nounced negafive camber of its wheels, this
is allowed. On this point, Cesare Fiorio and
Roland Gumpert were in agreement as of
the last BPICA meetings held this winter.
When the scrutineers checked the Audis,
during the first day of the rally, they found
nothing to say as to the top of the wheel.
That the bottom slightly toed out was also
normal. Yet, the Italians were saying that it
was just before the cars were inspected that
the Audis had been modified to meet the
specs. On the other hand, Roland Gumpert,
who denies any last-minute modification,
sees this incident as further proof of Fiorio’s
fear in the face of the Audis excellent per-
formance on asphalt. “We must have been
going a little foo fast for hisliking. He needed
some excuse fast. All | have fo say is that
before you go sticking your nose in other
people’s business, youd befter be sure your
own house is in order”.
Not far from the finish of the last Monte
Carlo, one of our colleagues who is a spe-
cialist in F1, hod o chonce to witness a
strange scene af the lost Loncia service
stop. Light-weight exhaust pipes were taken
off the car, reploced by heavy-weight ones.
Then the water injection system was topped
up to overflowing. Everyone knows so-
mething about fiddling the rules, about
subtleties - just look around...
This first day’s incident nonetheless gave
Gabriele Cadringher, the ltalian engineer
from FISA, a chance fo forget problems
concerning conformity of the F1 fuel used
Side by side with Fiorio ot San Pedro, he
could of lost relax. And what might have
otherwise spoiled the atmosphere at the
Portugal Rally, ended up being bryshed
aside as mere technicalifies and political
posturing. After all, these was the battle
lbetween Alen and Mikkola to think cbout,
o e ol e e
b or these high level quarrels,
which most people associate more with F |
than with rallying. In Portugal, this Sl
ciullyl' true. The fans turn out in dro\:::?:é
;’.\}:eni always the best behaved. Indeed,
ey mass along the special stages, in th
most spectacular spofs ~ which ara i "
the most dangerous as well - even cor"
fimes spilling into the road itsel
more thing for the drivers 1o
Mikkold's ~opinion: The sp
crozy. Around every coner,
en you're goin 2
many of rherr? milgn'; ;ﬁgu:?’ s howy
The da on the road,
¥ Someone goes off the ’
be 20 dead” for g road, there')|
biggest problem is the fanc. £ Y%, The

3 s ns. Even if Ninj
Usso flies reconnaissance from his helicop :

even some-
f. It's just one
worry about,
ectafors are
ouneverknow

Thekf::n Juha
an nen - a
rising star. But this
vear, his Toyota
lica Turbo took
areal beating on
the Portuguese
gravel. Prudence
in Kénya!

(Photo: DPPI)

Next year, they'll have to send an advance
team 20 minutes ahead of the first car to
open the way, like in Finland and the RAC.
Ifs the only thing to do.” The organiser
Cesar Torres doesn't hide his pessimism on
this subject. “There's no way you're gaing fo
change an entire nation. The Porfuguese are
this way, what do you want2”

Alas, crowd control is a black spot on what
was otherwise a well-organised and excit-
ing rally. And by the way, the police could
use a little controlling themselves. The local
peace officers, holdovers from the Salazar
era, still have a few disturbing habits. We
might mention among other incidentsthat a
photographer from the French agency
DPPI was clubbed because the vantage

point he had chesen to take his pictures

from didn't agree with an over zealous gen-

darme. In addition, the reporter sent by

Grond Prix International Magazine was

held at gun point. The spot he had chosento

park his car, not for off from the Lancia ser-

vice area, was poorly chosen, or so another

of these “friendly” police officers said.

Needless to say, this reporter decided notto

make an issue of if, which unfortunately

meaont he missed that particular part of the

event. [t would seemthatno police force has

a monopoly on stupidity.

‘OVER AT LANCIA, THEY
SHOULD FIRST SEE THAT
THEIR OWN HOUSE IS IN
ORDER’ - GUMPERT

This doesn't mean that this tense climate
prevails in every province of Portugal. No
one can deny the charm of the people and
the natural beauty of the countryside. Sill,
this land hasn't been spared the ravages of
inflation, corruption, and political instability.
Ten years of democracy have not yet suc-
ceeded in fransforming Portugal into a
modern state. Perhaps even more shocking:
some people regret the dictator Salazar!
Another national passion is soccer. Remem-
ber Benfical Yet with the rally booming
along, ond in spite of a considerable soccer
calender, still some 250,000 fans turned out
for the Sintra leg alonel

Even though a money loser financially, the
rally has considerable prestige internation-
ally, which allows it to benefit from govern-
ment subsidies, amounting to 65 per cent of
its budget. That is, 35 per cent from the
Ministry of Tourism and 30 per cent from
the cooperative Vinho do Porto, the rally’s
principal sponser,

Abit farther to the south, the next round in
the world championship will be taking place
in Kenya. And the duel between Audi and
Lancia could spread with Opel, Nissan, and
Toyota coming into the fray. However, if
Audi’s streak is to continue, what with Réhrl
winning in Monte Carlo, Blomqvist in Swe-
den, and Mikkolain Portugal, then it should
be Audis fourth driver on the Safari -
Michele Mouton isn't saying no. O

1%



After theyd had
enough of flogging it
through the

Portuguese
countryside, Attilio
Bettega (Martini-
Lancia) on the one
hand, Walter Réhrl
(HB-Audi) on the other,
settled down to see
their teammates, better
placed in the
standings, through to
the finish. This way,
Alen (Lancia) and
Mikkola (Audi) were
able to make the best
of the strategic
opportunities that
arose. At the start of
the rally, it was still
anvbody’s game. And
Réhrl, strangely

P

enough, managed to
roll his car. “On a left-
hand curve, we sailed
along for 20 metres or
so up on two wheels,
without the car being
able to decide which
way it would go. I was
starting to push it,
back down please. Next
thing, we were on our
roof.” That's Walter
Réhrl's side of the
story. But he still had a
laugh for us: “At Monte
Carlo, I won, but I
wasn't satisfied with
my driving. Here, and
in spite of the worst,
even the roll, I'm very
happy with myself.
Funny, huh.” Bettega
doesn't ask himself so
many questions. And
at the Tour of Corsica,
he’ll be charging.
(photos: André
Marzoli).
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People have been |
asking themselves the
question for a long
time. Markku Alen

(in helmet) and his
co-driver “Kiki”
suffered every kind of
mental anguish, but
never flinched.
Perhaps they can get
some satisfaction from
knowing that Hannu
Mikkola and Hertz
suffered as well. But
once these two had
stepped onto the
podium, vou could see
they were pleased with
the reversal inflicted
on Markku — and on
Lancia. Alen dreams of
the day he'll have a
Sfour-wheel drive.
Could that be what he’s
telling Roland
Gumpert (in beard),
the boss at Audi
Sport? Probably not.
Alen tells us, “At
Lancia, everything
runs like clockw
The organisation i
fantastic, and Fiorio is
always encouraging
me to go faster, always
faster. That's what I
like to hear.” Markku
Alen took every kind of
risk to keep up the
pressure on Mikkola.
His Lancia staved the
course, but at the end
of the day, he was still
27 seconds short. Too
bad. A nod of
acceptance to the
victor, then on to
Corsica: “next time I'll
be the winner”
(photos: Reinhard
Klein; André Marzoli).
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Stig Blomqyvist (Audi Quatiro) (photo: DPPI)

WITH BLomMQvist oy #iCAME HANNU’S TURN TO WIN
TOF Luck ot
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Stig Blomgvist (Audi uuﬂro) (phota: DPPI)
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Markku Alen (Lancia Rally) (photo: DPPY
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Jean Ragnoti (Renault 5 Turbo) (photo: DPPI)
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SAD STORY

AN PEDRO IS A LITTLE
VILLAGE NOT FAR FROM LIS-
BON, AND EVEN CLOSER TO SINTRA
WHERE LORD BYRON USED TO GO
FOR INSPIRATION. EVER SINCE THE

famous “carnation revolution’, April 25,1974,
the couniry has been enjoying democracy. A
relief ofter 40 years of dictatorship. I
at that time that the sumpfuous villos
dot the hillsides began a gradual evolution
f they didn' lose any of their old-fashioned
splendor, ot least they changed owners
Nowadays, the state owns the noble houses
of Sintra. While others have gone o ruin and
are now inhabited by ghosts. Down inthe val-
ley, the Sen Pedro villogers aren't much
bothered by what goes on in the hills, in the
palaces of yesteryear.
Oﬂ 'hﬁ O‘fher hﬂnd, a new race Of p”‘nfﬁ'[y
cavaliers has come to the region. And once
every year, they stop to rest their tired mounts
in the shede of San Pedro’s main square. But
these are animals of a different hue: they
breath smoke and fire and have the strength
ofhundreds of horses. These are the beasts of
Langio, who is in the habit of setfing up their
service area in San Pedro, Fought out on the
burning-hot roads of the region, the first day
of the Portugal Rally passes three times over
the stages Lagoa Az, Sintra, and Peninha,
After each loop, the village chosen by Lancia
resoun‘ds with the same nervous uprogr. The
scene is o modern opersita, played out by
ltalian mechanics, to the accompaniment of
the whine of air-driven fools. On this particu-
lor scorched ofternoon under o March sun
the performance is somewhat special. :
Frurn_ the stort, just as everyone expected
Loncia has been stedling the show, Their
newest recruit, the Finn Toivonen, has been
having great fun, sefting the fastest times on
;‘ud; otthe first five stages, The mantouted as
e fostest, the most promising of world-class

t , however, there was o
r;!rungeﬂfeel{ng, Men were walking oround
ervously. Giorgio Pianta, Lancias chief eng;-
neer, Nini Russo, their chief mechanic, uﬁd
" Alen,atthe moment 2nd in the 'uverf
oll standings, kept 8oing up and down th,
steps of the trailor. :

Quickly,

accelerate aggin fo,

51 enoy
come off ugh. T
’ ho d#he rear wh
a i

dosed up. His fae,
edt

into a right|
o Pogsl'o hand

eels of the

e et
racterist
changed m, d:.,- e To do

ving style.

Curve, rother
W, and mayhe | didn'

e wejgﬁf

Lancig, The

there were these fwo walls and @ vezfs':z
tree. I shunted aginst the leff rear-ef his €0

car. If wasn't a very bod crash, but fE:leﬂ g

has ofl the drawbacks of Group & Hacts: l|
little accident can have seriovs eu? od
Henri bowed his head. In fact; his def:ar W
been spoiled, by his own fault. AN d ,,dgﬁ'
what was bothering him. No one da\mf‘“d

him about his story, which he toid use- T 'l
over lie @ mea culpa. I hove 10 2%
getachance like this, with suchagreuidw |
and fo end up so badly. I never Shogefe-w '
fried a driving trick like that around ngﬁr"'ﬁ
another thing, | knew if was @ g

spot. [d lost all sense of realify, 97 | drive’
Overconfident. Never before had

Henri Toivonen (photo André Marzoli) |

such @ great, car. | must have been crazy fo
fry a frick like that.”

For Lancia, the day before gravel stages,
which werentt fo Lancias advantage fo begin
with, the lead Toivonen had built up was like
mannch from heaven. His accident and sub-
sequent refirement gave Audi a needed
boost. Moreover, the Germans would see
their chances in the world championship
improve. Fiorio knew all this. But what was his
reaction? “He was disappointed, of course,”
recounts Henri, “but he wasn'tgoing fokillme
for it. I'll telephone him tomorrow, when he's
at Povoa. We have to falk about the future.
Nothing says I'll be ot the Acropolis, now. As
soon asl can, I'll get out of here. I don't have

the heart o stay.” Henrishuffled off, hishands
stuck deep in his pockets, And now they'l
start to talk about how he hasn't won anyth-
ing worth mentiening since the 1980 RAC.
His only world championship victory.
Nevertheless, he doesn't seem cursed, not
yet. This prodigious young man knows he
still has things to learn. Chalkit up to experi-
ence — the experience his rivals and elders
already have. And in spite of this misfor-
tune, ond his visible melancholy, Cesarte
Fiorio is not too hard on the kid. “These
things hapen, unforfunately. And it hap-
pened fo the car that wos leading the rally
with everything that means for all of us. Henri
was certainly overconfident. He doesn't yet

know the Lancia well enough nor what to
expect from it. And then, he had bad luck.
When you go that fast, youre constantly in
denger, everywhere, buf you have fo stay in
confrol. At Monte Carlo, R8hrl shunted two or
three fimes, but he never went off the road.
This isn't going to have any effect on Henri's
contract with us. He'll be at the Acropolis” The
boss at Lancia is down in the mouth. He
doesn't yet know that two hours later the lead
Audi (Rhrl) will lose precious time reparingits
suspension. Fioria’s smile will be back, when
we see him again at Estoril. “We lost Toivo-
nen, they re having frouble with Réhrl, That's
one for each udg The rest you already
know. Cyril Frey

39




1984 WORLD RALLY
CHAMPIONSHIP (DRIVERS

AND MANUFACTURERS)

3rd round [drivers),

2nd round (manufacturers)
March 6-1

RALLYE DO PORTUGAL

VINHO DO PORTO

45 SPECIAL STAGES (15 ON
TARMAC, 30 ON LOOSE
SURFACES)

FOUR LEGS:

Estoril-Povoa (Wednesday
09.00 to Thursday 05.00)
Povoa-Povoa (Thursday 14.30 to
Thursday midnight)
Povoao-Viseu (Friday 09.15 10
friday 20.45)

Viseu-Estoril (Saturday 05.00 to
Saturday 22.20)

!S! UGOA Al’.ll!.'lm (5 kem/3.1 mil
Alan, -

gmw.n :. & F b
o P Hodigues +

. Waldagasd, .
553 slmu:m 0.5 imln & mll
1. Toiwanen (6°32)
4 Bamaga + B
7. Rogoant + 19°
+ 24" . |0. Mousishe + 15

12, Blameyiat + 307 - 13. Waldags
554 LAGOA AZUL 2 (T) (5 k3.
1. Tolvgnen (2°10%] Rihet o

+77.10. Rognesn + &
12 Waldagaard, Yon der Merws

+3% 5RO+ 4° . Rodriguns +8°.
8, Ragnottl, Kenkkunwn + 10° - 10
11, Weldegoard, Blomegris + 14
556 SINTRA 2 (V) (10.5 km /6.6 miles)
1, Alen (631 - 2. Baitoga, Biosion + §° - 4, Rshel + 47
5 chn-w * 11’ 6. Blgm ”1 .07 R

8, Mikhala,

+ EJ’ 11. Wald,
LAGOA AZ

2 ﬁuh, Baitega,
7

538 PININKA 3 [T} (6.5 km/k.0Q miles

7 Beme

7. hlea + |

o, Bemugs (73
5. e

Rogooi + 207
P 3,-,.,; &

r.-_r))mu % 3!‘ 12, Pitka-

8. Konkkunen +17"
N

goard +
2. Rodri

13 AGUERO T) [20.5 Iunnz 9 miles):

3 Alen +21"- 4.
(omqist + 38°
7. Kankkungn

1. Weldegaard +108*

mlﬂ!ﬁm""l shmﬂﬂmilul
3. Alen + 107 - 4, Rohd

7. Raodrigues +26°
28°-10. Kankhunon

12. Pitkanen + 49",

ss!s vm 'r .lkm! 0 miles):

&

et Koo
cidnguard + 25

5 2. Bigsign + 7. 3, Alen, Mikkolg
2 & Ragnonti +19° . 7. Radrigues

237 -10. Moutinho

12. Santos + 42"

mmm ulm END OF THE FIRST LEG:

hudi] & 325

€ Fomitnee Galiaghe 1T,

-9

mu.u..,.‘ #
B Bugneti e 240 3

bamaic] 120552, Baniaga. Paris.
oAl rimgii Lancio] +1'40° .

5. Ragroni Thimon

* 2954 Bomaris Codarbry (Aud)
otkigues Coter [Lon

daj + 341"

Toywis) + 3'54".9. Moutin.
Weldsgaad Thoriza.

7 R
g
Fambbmen + 377

-8 km/4) mile,
? Ao+ 23 Btiuga 1 5 Jmn Wik
6 Biotion s 1077 ok

Weldegoaid, Gryn.

tos-mtrlu
- 1 U8 a7 oy
¥13) 2 Moty &
e & i Mol & 2.y L s
. A ‘4,_ 5. banegy 4 g g'ﬁ'm.ﬁg«
nd »r?i,.,..m 1330
42"
Wlll7imnb.9w

20y nf’i‘i"

Kyl 4 3¢ 3
Voo 6.4 5

AT

6.9
7. Bomquiy 4.y

. e

,740‘

1. Mikkola (21°35%) - 2. Alen + 10" - 3 Rahl + 11
4. Biasion +17* - 5, Beltego + 45" - 6, Kenkkunde
+1097-7, wmda.;wd+ 271" 8, Grundel £ 317+,
2. Moutinho + 4107 - 10, Orfigao + 43%

16. Rognolt + 553' . 28. Blomquist + 8'57%

POSITIONS AT THE END OF THE SECOND LEG:
1. Alen- Kivimaki(Loncio)3h 20°35°-2. Baega P
nol (Lancia] + 40" - 3. Biasion-Siviers (Loncio) + 55%
& Mikola Hertz (Audi) + 1 - 5. Rehl Geidars
(Audi) + 701" - 6. Blomquist-Cederberg. (Asdi
4100287 - 7. wn\dugnwdnormhm [Toyolol
+12'09" - 8. Rognotfi-Thimonnier (Ranoull] + 14'52°
9. Kankkunen-Gallaghar (Toyoto) + 1755 - 10, Moy.
tinho-Fories [Renaull] -+ 20°58" - efc.
5526 FAFE-LAMEIRINHA (LS) (10.5 km/
6.6 miles):
L Rahe [7057) - 2. Blomavi + 1 3 Wikkla + 75
4, Kankkunen + 22° - 5. Alen, Blasion +25°-7
tega + 29" a ngnn!hf}? 9. wmavgunrdﬂl
10, Grundal +
5527 FAVE.LAGOA (L) (8 km/3.0. mnnl:
1. Mikkola(6'087)-2. Réhe], Blom Lt
5 Kunkkun-n+15 ﬁ Buuuu.
nofti + 2 10, Grundal + 30%
5528 cnmn u.s: (za s o166 milask
1. Blomquist {18'547) - 2. Mikkola -+ 3° -3, Rakrl # &7
4, Alan + 327 - 5, Blasion + 38° - 6. Betiega + 435
? Kunl(imlun +112°-8. nuwm r- 1167 9. ke
- 10. Grund
5519 MAﬂBlLs) (36. 5 kmfn 9 milesks
1. Mikkola 25527 2. Blomayist + 9. 3 Alan {300
4.Bettego + 28" -5 Biaslon + 376 ﬁwnv["*
7. Waldegaord + 230" B c,.;.nag:nu e
m.l.;, 548" - 10, Maylan + 618" < - 29

2'54"
ssaonllo 115)017.5] kml“ g mileslt .
12267

1 Rahl | P 37 - 3 Aan T o
;:hmqvu “. sla_u-;na“d'
ognaii + ikl

+2 u' |0 Orligao + 2'45" - .

+1ho.

5501 Lamso (L5) (16.5 km/10. sa et o

L Mikkala (10°02") - 2. Alan + 6" - »

4 Réh v<|5- 5J Botiega + 18° 6 "_"";‘3,.,
uw\,... +1103" - 8 c-......a.n + 128

+ 305" . 10. Goading

5532 Mo£s1 ILSJ i km.'a 9 m"l'"

1. Blomagyin (6'367) - 2. Mikkelo +

4. Rehrl + 5 5 Baliega + B°

7. Rognoni + gu» & U\mldul *

+ 12710, Brey

a5

1 Mikkolg, Blomqvist (3 497) 3 A
+ 9% . 5, Rohri, Bias n 7

8. Ragn, . 9.
+ 110",

534 VISEY 1 (15) (26,5 km/16, | it
I, Mikkals (17°037 - 2. Alen + e
4 Blation + 317 - 5, Rognott + 218 A5 75 pude
7. Grundel + 253" - @, Iuwm +d4

raynor+|

10, Rolo, Sang + 7
5536 NOGUEINA 7 :ul H‘ '""’! Saiage I
| Mikola (3507 2 Aon + 3 00 R
" 5 Ragnatii + 39° -6, Grun 1
A 8, fons 4 br22t -y Gosdig * !
o, Reusch + 1'2 o
5557 VISEU 2 (l!l {263 k16 e
1 Alen (1710 - 2. Mikkola + R
4 Bionian +32° % Rohrlr35 )
7. Grundel + 345" - 5-" v l"
+ 522 W ]
ssa ARGANIL'S  and 15 (58 i
los) - pod® L1y
AR 13031 2. M 4 29°:3.8 e
4 Mol + 33 5. Roh 3 - bl
7. Geundel + 5'51 - &
+ 859 . 10 Revach + 901°

4 miles
oo

POSITIONS AT THE END OF THE THIRD LEG:
o K

Rogro 4 29°.7. Geus
4. Gaoding + 1'0%°

3. Ralbrl + 12"
b. Rognant + 41
1289, Origao +

5.4 milas)
2. Alen # 4% . 3. Baftago 4 |

+ 120" . 5 Rl + Z17* - & g,,‘,,m.‘
7. Grundel + 3'03° . 8, Gooding + 9'4

9. Sontas + 9 47° - 10, Maylan + 10/0)*

5542 CANDOSA 2 (LS (6.5 lemy/4,1 milas):

1. Mikkeolo [439%) - 2. Alan + 4° - 3. Réhel # 57 4, Bat.
tega + 12° - 5. Biasion + 13” - 6. Ragnani + 34*

7. Grundel + 547 - 8. Ravich + 103" - 9, Gooding

+ 104" - 10. Santor + 105",

5543 LOUSA 2 [L5] (10.5 km/é.6 milas]:

1. Mikkolo, Alen (727%) - 3. Battega + 13" . 4 Réhed
£ 147 - 5. Bicvion + 22” - 6. Regriotti + 41" - 7. Grundal
+ 703 - 8. Reuxch + V32" -9, Dorche + 136"
10. Braynar, Santos + 140"

5544 MARHNCHEI [LS] {9 kem/5.7 mil
1. Mikkola [6727] - 2. Alen + 57 3. Rahel + 67 4 Rog
nofti + 407 - 5. Grindal + 51" - 6. Maylan + 118" 7
Derhe +119”- 8. Ortigao + 1I'277 - 9. Ravsch + 130"
10 s.aw + 731 - . 19. Biavion + 3'39" - 29. Bar-
tega + 5107

5545 CORUCHE (LS) (20 km/12.5 miles):

1. Mikkolo [10°307) - 2. Alen + 37 - 3. Rahd + 49~
4. Rognetti + 1'20” - 5. Grundel + 135° - 6. Darche
+ 2°30” - 7. Oriigoe + 307" Rolo + 313"
9. Braynar + 3'21° - 10. Biasion, Kisin + 3'32" - _ 20,
Betioga +6'30"

WIQIJS W!NMlli

wirs (ol

o Jecames* Cliraiia)
1970 Lampinand Dovanpart (Lancia]
1271, MieolmaiTad (Al

1977 ; MikdeoiaiHarss Fard)
1980 RabrlGaisrdartar Frof
1981 AlanKivimebi (Far)
1982 MaataniPans (Audi)
1983, MikkalorHarts (Aud)
1984 MikkaloiMarts (Audi]

Th = lag o tarmee - (L5

RALLY LEADERS:
S51 -585 . Toivanan [Lancio}

Bartega (Loncial
5524 - 5527 Alen (Lancia)
5528 - 58 45 Mikksla Audi

Ing on losse surlocs

GPY PRESS FORECAST COMPETITION:
Many congratulations 1o our Spanih calleogue
Ricardo Muioz, himsalf g one.time Frant. nunsing rely

1, Rk won the jourm

follawad by Blamavist and Taivanen. Curiously, bash

Aftar the Swadith Ral, whersha ves
good, Mufiaz (wha writes
paint load.

[manuracturers [, TE[ ]
WORLD 28 2 g8
CHAMPIONSHIP CHEIEIRIE

Ml |3/ 4|5
AUDI 18
LANCIA T 16/
RENAULT 10
VOLKSWAGEN 12

T +

VAUXHALL SEY

wady oaking

has afwa

SPECIAL STAGE RESULTS:

L R 2% 3° 4 i

| Hannu Mikkola 13 8 & 5 4

| Markiu Alen 12 13 14 4 1

} Walter Rohel & 7 7 10 9
Anilio Battega s 7 ? 5 10
Stig Blomaquist s 7 1 4 4

| Massime Biasion s 4 & & 8

| Hanel Toivonen 5 = = 5 =
Antdnin Rodrigues - v 1 - -

| Juha Kankiunan = 1 - 2 1
Snclnt N S T

h-n- Grumdsl - 2 L . Cl|

Aud Quatro
Lancia 037 E2 Rall

Tubol, Mihaln tivs, it 36m 324G B winhers

| @ 27 secs behind

Aniio Battega Ir’Muu‘a- Parissinot 1} {Lonsia 037 £2 nl}yi 22m 493 behind, including 3 min penalty.

4 M&nmaﬁlm"\! Tizioma Siviars (] [Laneia 037 €2 Rolly), 23m 50x behind inc 10 min penalty.

Plarrs Thimonaier (F) (Ronouit 5 Turbol,
/Pasue Diskomarn (D] (Voliwe

38m 10x behind,

Cheistion Geistdbciur (D] (Audi Quattro Turba|, 45m 50+ behind inc 10 MMO’"
agen Golf GT1), | he 03m 281 behind, Gp A winnars.
)/ Joto Besira () {Tayora Corola, | e ddm 124 ba

¥. Christian Dmdnl 1 Ga'-l Thimspmniar [F] (Citrodin Visa Chrona), The A?mjl 3 behind

10. Bussal G8)/ Hoger
11 Pk Mare Marylan [CH) oo Bertaza
12 Padro Sena (P7 A

Jwakimi (GB) (Vounhall C}--.n.g. The 59m 0.
(CH) [Nissan 240 RS). Zhe Olm.
o Grearra P Ford Encort RS5), 2he Qdm 424 bahind inc 10 min penalty.

5 3 bahind.
52 1 bahind inc | min ponalty.

13 Momwel Mallo !:-yno: P} Magpel Vilar [P) [Audi 80 Quatiro), Zhr 16m 111 behind inc  min penolty.

14 Artur Somtas (7}
15, Claude Rausch (B}) Lion Lejeuss (5} (Opel Monio G/
16. Memas| Rala [/ Abrars Barrsiras [F) (For

19 Porrick Thamas (F}
20. Robsert o (D} Al

* Migwal Bargas (P (Ogel Xodait GTE, 2hr 18m 00s bahind

bihind nc 1 min penalty.
2he 42m 245 bahind inc 5 min pancity.
dbr 10m 253 behind inc 5min penaity.

| DRIVERS' i e [2]
womto . [E9l 3 g g i 2
o 1358 Blalsys
[v[a[a[e[5]s
[Blomayistis) [15[20/ - | T | s
Mikkola (SF) |12 - 20 32
{R8bri(@)  j20(-16] [ | 26
|Bettegall) | 8 |- |12 20
| Alen (SF) 18
|Binsion () | 6| - 16
(Mouten (F | - 15| - 15|
Eklund(S] | - 12 - 12
Thérier(F) 10| - - 10
[Jonssonis) | - |10/ - 10
| Torph (5] = 8
Ragnomi(F) - | -8 B
[Grundel(s) | 2| -4 6
Johansson(s) | - | 6] - 6
| Doriiche (f) |41 =1~ 4
Eriksson(5) | - | 4| - =
ksso T x
il Tl 3
-l | ] = 2
=g 2
Salonen (SF) 1 - 1
| Ahlin (5) -il= 5
| Gooding(GB) | ~ | - | 1 eyl




AUDI

1. Mikkola-Hertz (SF) (5)

4. Rohrl-Geistdarfer (D)

7. Blomaqvist-Cederberg (S)

12. Yan der Merwe-Boshoff (Z4)

While Blomqvist had been adding to
his drivers’ championship points
score in Sweden a couple of weeks
earlier, Rohrl had been sorting out
new suspension settings on a long
“recce”in Portugal. The seltings cho-
senare more or less thoseused onthe
Safari. The turbo 5-cylinder engine
(running a boost pressure of 1.5
atmospheres and producing around
350 horsepower) has been fitted with
a new, electrically operated waste-
gate by-pass valve to release any sur-
plus pressure which may moment
ily build up. Team boss Gumpert has
now revealed some details of the
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LANCIA

2. Men/Kivimaki (SF)

5. Bettego/Perissinof (I)

8. Biasion/Siviero (1)

10. Toivonen/Piironen (SF)
19. Rodrigues/Cotter (P
\ xception oft
e specially
in several w i
ittle has been changed on the
since Monte Carlo. The

Lanci

it necessary for the

su
and 2
changes h
drive.

ccording to the drivers the

pension settings to be re-thought

e made the car easier to
The new soft tyre replaces the
$G35 and comes in two specifica-

works assistance until the end. Ins
tead, having lost 30 seconds in an
expensive spin, he preferred not to
continu
Henri Toivonen was thrilled with his
Lancia, but he was fated to have the
problem which caused him to go ofl
in the Sintrastage. Alen took overthe
lead only to be p d by the Jolly
Club entry of young “Miki” Biasion,
who probably found the pressure a
bit toe much for him. He certainly
never expected o lead, even briefly,
and on the following morning his car
started to understeer alarmingly.
With team leader Alen's hands full
trying to match Mikkola, Biasion
continued running to give his team
mate the same sort of support that
Réhrl had tried to give Mikkola: he
eventually finished 4th, but it was
a performance worth remembering,
Equally praiseworthy was Attilio
Bettega. He also took over the lead,
ai ion a tough time, albeil
friendly and sporting. Third place
when added to his Monte Carlo per-
armance (5th) looks really good [or
the future. Then there was Markku

Alen, who put ona t fight aftera
puncture on the first st had cost
him a minute. He was very unhappy
about the terribly dusty conditions
on Thursday, and worried about a
growling differential. By Friday he
was leading and had less to complain
about since he was starting ahead of
every other car, but by then'the route
was favouring the dwd Audis: “ir was
{ike driving along @ beach.” On the
second stage on Friday Lancia engi-
neer/driver Giorgio Pianta suggest-
ed disconecting the rev limiter in
order to get a few extra revs (up to
9000 tpm), but Markku said he pre-
ferred oot to risk a blow-up and
refused. 7 take risks in my driving.
I've been flat out since the start. Byt
maybe I just wasn't quick enough on
the lasi (wo stages. Too bad. But I'm
going to win [n Corsica, that’s for
sure.”

With Cesare Fiorio in  overall
charge, well-supported by Giorgio
Pianta and Nini Russo, the Lancia
machine runs impressively smooth.
It’s yet another advantage for their
drivers.
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TOYOTA
3. Waldegoard/ Thorszelivs (S)
11. Kankkunen/Gallogher (SF/GB)

of

This was the [irst official out
Toyota Team [ urope
the direction of Ove Anders-
son and Henry Liddon. The engine-

been concentrating on the

[rontsuspension, alwaysthe
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some time W
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NISSAN
6. Pitkanen/Harjanne (SF)

What do you do when your driver is
suddenly unavailable on the day

S
n
by

¢ " U
before he'sduetoappearand yousstill 0
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the evant? [t was exactly thatproblem
which Nissan Europe boss Bill Bly

n
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RENAULT

9, Rugnoni/Thimmomer
18. Moutinho/Forfes (P)
with all of Renault-Sport's rally per
| fully committed to tk
lopr of th v RS Turbo i
Renault Portugal which had offi-
red Ragnotti’'s. French

sonne

cially

boss Patrick Landon ned out t
supervise operations, h
brought two mechanics [rom rally
HQ JL St Antor i also the two

builders from Rer
Char! Theenginein facttu
around 300 bhp and with the car set
ight is
znotti

engine

nsout

up for loose surfaces the v
close to 960 kg. “Jeannot” R
hadn't been near Portugal for eight
vears and had been given a Renault
R20 for his inl recce, finding that
it left something -
wise. He had some brake and tyre
problems on the first day of the rally
with his “racer,” but the real
daches were in store for him when
the rallyswitchedtodirtroads, where
he had dicided to give it everything
he was worthin ordertoassess the car
under unfamiliar conditions. They
were also some rather unfortunate
misunderstandings with Renault
Portugal which involved Ragnotti
starting one stage with [ront tyres on
the back and vice versa thanks to the
non-arrival of a service truck. No
sooner had the truck made belated
contact than someone managed to
grossly over-inflate the tyres, making
the handling so alarming that Rag-
notti was convinced that something
was so seriously amiss that he
actually went slow. Nevertheless, he
plugged on to finish, taking 5th place
in spite of a big slide in the ice on
Arganil 1 early in the morning. In
Portugal, however sunny the days, it
can be bitter cold at nights. The Por-
tuguese driver Moutinho had an
excellent rally before having to retire
on §831 when his turbo blew

to be desired brak

VOLKSWAGEN
17. Grundel/Diekmann (S/D)

With the Goll 2 scheduled to com-
pete in Corsica, this was the last offi

cial appearance of the lactory-pre:
pared and entered Goll | GTL [twasa
painful event for Kalle Grundel, who
was suffering very badly from a rib
injury suffered ina big road caraccid-
ent in Sweden one week belore the
start. In spite of some worries with
steering and suspension he again
walked it in Group B. It is warth
reminding readers that Group A
which is basically for production
models that are turned out at a mini-
mum rate of S000 per vear, has a fairly
free choice of modifications permitt-
ed tosuspension, brakesand (toa les-
ser extent) the engine. In effect
Group Aissimilartothe old Group2,
without so many alterations to
coachwork. FISA's much-cherished
Group N models must be pro-

duced in minimal annual quantities
of 5000, many fewer modifica-
tions are allowed: the class was very
thinly represented in Portugal. Itisin
Group B, a class that Volkswagen
won’t be entering for the time being
(inorder toavoid unnecessary rivalry
with Audi, its commercial “cousin™),
that the rally supercars are found,
machines that need only be pro-
duced in numbers of 200 per year and
inwhicha “typeevolution” processis
allowed for a minimum of 20 very
special cars per year. This is the very
topmost category in which the winn
ers are most likely to be found and
comparable to the old Group4 ol twa
or three years ago. Group A is now
attracting a representative group of
amateurs and semi-professionals,
more in fact than the much ¢
Group N
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OUTSIDERS

14. Santos/Oliveira (P) (Ford Escort
RS)

Joaquim Santos, P

ad to withd-
Oliveira

owns, among
and perfumery. San-
, who was Porluguese
national champion in 1980 and 1981,
was unable to find a suitable car this

year.

15. Woodner/Harris (USA) (Talbot
Lotus)

Prepared in England by Talbot spe-
cialist Mike Little, Jon Woodner's car
had 260 horsepower and a weight of
1050 kg. It runs on Michelin lyres.
Jon plans to make an appearance on
six Edropean events this year, but
this ane ended when he retired on
SS15:

20. Gooding/Jenkins (GB) (Vouxhall
Chevette)

Already a veteran of wo Lombard-
RAC Rallies, 23 year old Russel
Gooding is a Newport-based Welsh-
man. Driving an ex-Pond Chevette,
he has two encouraging RAC places
(26th in '82, 23rd last year) tohiscre-
dit. His Chevette now runs in Group
B and produced ground 240 bhp. He
weriton o [inish 10thin spite ol some
minor problems, including one 1o his
on-board navigation computer,

(Toyota

22, Ortigdo/Bafista
Corolla) b
The Po{".ugu»:w crew brought ln.‘n‘
I(\-“y alve Corolla home 2nd :ﬂ‘(.r‘(:u
B, not1oo far behind Grundel's class:

winning VW.

94. Breyner/Vilar (P} (Audi 80
Quattro)

Like most competitors the
Portuguese driver’s Audi 1
suspension prablems, whi
entered in Group B.

2]. Dorche/Thimonnier (F) (Citrogn
Visa)

28. Grissmann/Pattermann &)
(Audi Quatiro)

A former member of the Ay

downhill skiing 1
mann and his Audi di

venting him from s
€58 0n a slippery surface,

29. Meylan/Bertozzi (CH) (Nissan
240 75) '

TheSwiss-entered Nisss evenly
came through to finish 1144, 1
overcome numerous
problems,
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In Sweden (photo)
and elsewhere, Ari
could often be
found with his
favourite car,

the Ford Escort
RS 1800.

(Photo: DPPI)

Family scene: Ari
waits with his fwo
little girls Ria and
Tua (4 and 2 years
old) for big brother
Kim (11 years old)
to get home from
school.

(Photo: David
Winter)

ITH JEAN-PIERRE NICOLAS AT HIS SIDE, ARI VATANEN WILL BE

DRIVING A WORKS PEUGEQOT INTO THE FRAY OF WORLD CLASS
RALLY COMPETITION. AT 31 YEARS OF AGE, THEFINN IS ALREADY A SAVVY RALLYMAN.
BUT HE STILL HAS ALL THE ENTHUSIASM OF A FIRST-TIME DRIVER. AND IT'S SHEAR
STRENGTH OF CHARACTER THAT KEEPS HIM GOING - A TRIER AGAIN AND AGAIN.

It was somewhere in Kenya an April night in
1983. An Opel was boucingalong afre
erous ftrack, brushing aside the thorn
bushes that were choking the road at every
turn. Ari was sweating it outin the overheat
ed driver's compartment of his Ascona 400
This would be the car's last rally. He had
decided not to push his luck, and the Safari
Rally seemed to be booming ahead without
him. There had been nothing but trouble on
the first leg - particularly a zebra that hf"’
it 1tof him. Should he go for
ven the con-

jumped outin fror
it2 What would be the point, gi
siderable penalty time he had already
accumu i, Step up the pace, "and ail
F ” confid

w Wplish is fo wre
ed Ari to his co-driver Terry Harryman. But
Terry wasn't of the same opinion. For sev-
eral miles now he had been watchingin the
And he could see another

mIrror.
Opel, its headlights ominous always closer
and closer. They belonged fo Rauno Aalto-
nen, better seeded in the Safari than Ari

by Cyril Frey

and who had been hot on his fellow coun-
tryman’s tail from the b For 20
years, old man Rauno had been dreaming
Safari, but every year bad
luck dogged his heels. This year, Aaltonen
was chasing Vic Preston and his Audi. And
he needed to overtake Vatanen, who was
holding him up.

Harryman was gefting excited.
Can't we go faster2! If he passes us, we'l
have to eat his dust!” But Ari remained calm,
And let Aaltonen go by, who then went
charging off after his rival. */ could have
] Vatanen, "but the road
bumpy and | didn’t want

ginning

of winning the

"Faster!

behind, | hadn't given up hope of winning.
Deep down i "

I w

f I was counting on
enjoying a quiet ho‘o—_‘

something was going to happen. Then | s
Rauna by the side of the road. Ouiof act
Was this a sign that my hopes would be ful-
filled? :

miracle




&

Yes. And everyfning com

Honnyu Mikkola
hod shunted just

And Salonen had

sh

a Grand Prix finish.
\ the last few miles fo
h victory.

'DEEP DOWN INSIDE, |

WAS COUNTING ON A
MIRACLE. THEN | SAW
RAUNO BY THE SIDE OF
THE ROAD

congratulate me. | could hardly believe it,
but Terry had our fimes. It was frue - we had
won the Safori. | really felt great!”
The miracle hod happened. And better
than his rivals, during the week’s work in
Alfrica, Ari had known when to push and
when to take it easy. You need luck to win
the Safari, but no one wins by luck alone.
There's a subtle difference. This surprising,
and crucial, victory - it saved Opelsseason
no matter what followed - the blond Finnin
the blue car could only consider as o gift
from heaven on an Easter's morning. And it
would remain the high point of a moribund
83 season with more downs thon ups for
Opel. The Sofari had been Opels only
chpnce for successin the world champion-
ship, dominated everywhere else by the
Audi Quattro and Lancia Rally, These oth-
ers, with the wind in their poop, showed that
the Ascona and Manta, although Group B
In name, were nevertheless outdated.
Besides winning the Safari, which in way
was my personal confribulion to the Opel
feam in ‘83, | was not at all satisfied with my
driving last year. Perhaps | was Irying 1o
drive the Opel like my good old Escort, o car
Ifelt] could ask anything of. In short, I'l;xcked
cqnﬁdence in myself, at the whee/ of acor/
distrusted, even if there was nothing intrinsi-
cally wrong with it
:u!eed, u‘i of the 1983 Monte
ri was often in a huddle with hi i
K.urI-Hgiqz Goldstein, to who}rm::e 2&?1:?;:(;
his dnyzng problems. Modifying  the
suspension settings didn't seem fo change o
thing. And over the season, only Kenya and
1000 Lakes offered him any relief from his
difficulties. In additian, like many men from
the icy North, Ari doesn't look for excuses
on his bad days, And of o sudden, o few
mediocre performances poorly ex;lxluined
<an cause certain observers io start hayin
doubts. What if Vatanen was slipping? Hg
was compared to Carlgs Reutemann
whose fragile character showed through
under difficult circumstances, Could Ari ge

Carlo Rally,
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o hos-been at 31, and only 2 yecr:oaigr
carrying off the world chcmpaonlc . o
“Of course | don'tagree with this view ??;93
on. The problems encaunferea;.r: -
had to do with my driving in rechn:;cberm ;
It hos nothing fo do with any lack of ¢ arci

ter or conviction. In 1984, the same people

situah

“:ZZUP;UQEO? team. Ifll be nice fo prove them
0
;irger story goes with the name Vatanen.
And its not just the backbiters who called
him the driver who went off the road too
often. True enough, his first few yearsin rgl~
lying were punctuated by se\{eycl hair-rais-
ina shunts. "Even recently, itstill happened o
mel But don't forget that my tronsifion from
wunior class’ o being an official driver was
extroordinarily short. Henri Tol vonen, for
example, was very early in the major ralies,
thanks fo his father. He got the necessary
experience more quickly than myself. When
you're young, and are suddenly in the 1‘359
times, you iry very hard. With oll the risk that
entails.”
It isnt so long ogo that a 15-yeor old
youngster named Vatonen used to borrow
his mother’s cor on winter nights fo go skid-
din the frozen roods of Finland for a
kick. Already ot 12, the story goes, he had
mastered the technique of opposite lock.
With his driver’s licence under his belt, oll
that wos left wos to try his hond ot rallying.
With his mother’s blessings. Which was very
understanding on her part. Ari had lost his
father ot the oge of B in an automobile
occident. He has his mother fo thank for not
standing in the way of his passion for rally-
ing. Even more so when you know that it
waos with her help that he got his start,
The first years of Votonen's career may
have been marked by frequent incidents,

AND WHAT IF VATANEN
WAS SLIPPING? HE WAS
COMPARED TO REUTE-
MANN, SAID TO HAVE A

———"‘__ﬁﬁ_'_
DELICATE NATURE. .

but it would be wrong fo forget that of the

same fime he won in the Brij; i
ship, and that his first inie? nsl’g i ind

even more glorioys for him
io m if h
:ﬁpe(;ilheexpqul |n'|935.Andill1 ih:f:::ldf
e elite of rallying molorsport fo boot g

In 1982, Ari Vatanen devol i

only el ool deCcrsewthe

y . he world ¢ i i

;:lfeer;dir I\Iln Wwhich Vatanen hnsi:\?;ms“p
. orsemunornong"frogs‘-i:it::t:n-
; re

oubt me, are also very SuspICioUs of

Win the Safari
(Opel number 2),
or drive for
Peugeot — but his
Jamily wil always
come first.

hotos: DPPI,

einhard Klein

and David Winter)

they'll get along? ) )
"Be?wegn you and me, fo work in @ Icm,n
team, or in an Anglo-Saxon feam, fhere's
really not much difference. If'sthe personali-
ties of the people that counfs rather than
their nationalities. Of course, when you can
see in on ltalion mechanic’s eyes that he's
100% behind you, it's a real help. A Finn isa
more reserved person. Which isn't fo say
that he's not interested in the people around
him. You have to know how fo interpret his
silence. He may nothave alottfo say, butiwo
words from him are as good as an iron-
bound contract with you.” !
Even if his professional life has taken him
afar and he now lives 20 minutes from
Heathrow airport, Ari has not forgotten his
homeland. Perish the thought he might
abandon it. “What ! like most about Finland,
now that|live elsewhere, is the open spaces.
We have 62,000 lakes where you can

'THE SAME PEOPLE WHO
DOUBT ME ARE ALSO VERY
SUSPICIOUS OF THE PEU-
GEOT TEAM'

always have a great time in summer. Finns
are offen accused of being heavy drinkers. |
somelimes run across groups of my country-
men in different airports. | can still recognise
them even if they aren't drunk. And if they
are, I still feel something special for them. If's
like | can see deeperinto their souls. Mostof
the fime, they're timid and hide the things
that touch them, locked away until Friday
night. | know them and understand this. In
England or in France, you can pretfy much
drink whenever you like, wherever you like.
In Finland, like in Sweden, the law on buying
drink is very strict. You have fo know this.”
By living not far from London, Ari has none-
theless found some peace. It was not the
cose in Espoo, the residential Helsinki
suburb. Finnish magozines, friends and
various acquaintances were constantly
hounding him because he was a motor-
sport celebrity. Nowadays the telephone
rings less offen. And testing with Peugeot is
not a permanent preoccupation. As you
might guess, Vatanen's family is thankful.
“When | have a moment free, | fry to make
the most of my fime with my wife and child-
ren. It's incredibly valuoble for me to have
time with my kids. It'sa long-term investment,
The majority of fathers don't have this
chance. They're generally too caught up in
their work. And when they're older, when
they have more fime, and maybe more
money, it’s often too late. Their children have
already grown up - without them. | don’t
want this fo hoppen fo me. Personally, |
wouldn't want to do foo many rallies in a
year. And what with recce’, do you have any
idea of the time a full season represents2”
It was the moment to remind him that in
1985, if he stays with Peugeot, he'll have to
compete in most world championship
rounds, like Mikkola did in 1983. “We'll see
about that when we get there,” he said.
—_—

51



Indeed, who knows whats in store for the
205 Turbo 16 during its first season. In any
event, with the excepfion of the Brazilian
Rally which has not left Ari with onyundylg]g
memoriesin spite of his victory there in 1981,
and whichis no longer on the calendar any-
way, there is no world-class event that Vata-
nen doesn't like. At Monte Carlo, there is o
sortof classical afmosphere which grips you
Atihe Portuguese Rally, I've never beenable
to make it fo the finish, but | like it nonethe-
fess. The Acropolis is great. Not just because
['ve won twice, but because the fomlfy_ccm
follow along and have a wonderful holiday
fo boot. Kenya is a fabulous country where
there's always plenty fo see, even more so
than the lvory Coast. New Zealand is much
like 1000 Lakes. The roads are perfect for
rallying. In Argenting, | liked the countryside
as well. In San Remo, there's sometimes a
few too many fans. But the RAC, since it s the
onlyrally with a secretitinery, isremarkable.
What about the Tour de Corse? Well, I sup-
pose after I've won there next May, I'll also
have a good impression of if, too’, he
joked.
Ariisone of those people who like fravelling
as much as getting home. His life is harmony
and serenity, unlike Walter Rohrl, who
recently fold our readers all about his inner
turmoil. As to certain deep questions con-
cerning life, where others are tormented,
Ari has found the answer in a Christianity
which he is not afraid to discuss. “Why are
we here? Where do we come from and
where are we going - these are questions |
don't ask myself anymore. | no longer have
fo wonder. Some people think it strange that
! let people know about my personal com-
mifment, but in a certain way | think this can
encourage others. There's nothing mysteri-
ous about it. Rapid advances in technology
have befuddled a lot of people, who think
H‘_"* now man can control everything, That
will never be the case. Man may be copable

RAPID  ADVANCES [N
TECHNOLOGY HAVE
BEFUDDLED A LOT oF
PEOPLE, WHO THINK
THAT NOW MAN CAN CON-
TROL EVERYTHING'

of earih-shaking accomplishments, but the
fundamental questions st remain. One
day, your stay in this world will be over, and
that's inevitable. Faith gives you free‘dom
Look at Mother Teresa. |n this way she has
been giffed with an exfraordinary power to
help. For ancther thing, I'm offen deeply
rnovgdby the conversion ofhardened crimi-
nalsin prison, who then seemto be in g stafe
of grace. No one can deny the truth of these
phenomena.”

kemember Alex Ribeiro? The future looked
brig"nt f_or the little Brazilian when he was
driving in Formula 2 a few years ago. On
the side of his March-BMW was the slogan
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981, after he had won the
iVatanen had achur!;e to
meet Alex, although it was purellf a{cm deensf
tal. This meeting is one of Anéh os:‘_ons
memories. Between ?Shsjfh 11th mh;lr [mml
the steamy ,

?hle f\;?::ry North, there was a pél r:]ﬁ
understanding, not only con‘cermng o
gion, but motorsport @s well. It's not surrpom
ing that they had fo meet one day o

*Jesus saves’. In 1
Brazilian Rally, Ar

T .
g:r?edon‘f think that Vatanen is some klgd} ot
mystic, a faraway look in his eye, an z_)s_
whenever he’s out of his church or the dg\‘r
er's seat of his car. Open tothe most wor \?
of pleasures — he’s an ardent G\(IF\Oﬂqu oF
French cooking - the cosmopolitan side o
his nature is amply evident. In addition, he is
a citizen of a country, Finland, over which
the long shadow of its mighty neighbour,
the Soviet Union, is ever present. It Is rh_e
only country bordering the USSR which is
not governed by a communist regime.

‘THE FINNS ARE A PROUD
AND FREE PEOPLE, AND
THEIR FIGHTING SPIRIT
HAS NEVER FALTERED'

Quite a keftle of fish. The term “Finlandisa-
tion’, which was coined to describe the state
of peaceful dependence that the Finns must
respect vis-a-vis Moscow, was not invented
lightly. The perjorative connotation this
word often has in the mouths of Westerners
is @ constant irritation to Ari’s fellow coun-
trymen - and to Ari himself! Yet, like every-
thing else, he can falk rationally about it

“You mustn't think that the proximity of the
USSR is considered by every Finn as a con-
stant threat. We're not worried, only slightly
disappointed that our politicians don'tsay in
public, whatthey grumble in private, On the
subject of the Afghanistan invasion, or
Poland, for example, They don't won:’cny
frouble with the Russians, On the otherhand,
commerce is healthy and thriving with lh&l
Soviets. We import rawmaterials from them
which we pay for in manufactured goods‘
notin currency. The price we haye fo payfor

this important adye
P ntage, is fo
our criticism 9 e

under cerfain circum
stances.
?ur We are nof the vassles of Moscow. The
Innsare aproud and free People, and their

ffghhgg spirithas never blanched in the face
oF adversity. We'll never let
ou
”erelsp?ehopyone‘s satellife.” R
s Highting spirit has been sor, i
it| ely tested
war, the combativity of the Finni);h nufiol:

'Sica, where we!||
on.
i O

1981 Drivers’ World
Champion with his
Ford Escort—and
thanks to the good
offices of Frequelin/
Todt/Talbot.

o said history
repeats itself?
(Photo: DPPI)




Ari Vatanen
(right) and
Jean-Pierre

THE FRENCH
OFFENSIVE

Nicolas: a §

Franco-Finnish
pact to undertake
an ambitious
programme.
(photo:

Reinhard Klein)

The 205 Turbo

16 in action on the
Charleval track:
tarmac, like in

the Tour de Corse.
(photo:

Reinhard Klein)

A LITTLE MORE THAN 7 WEEKS AUDI AND LANCIA WILL NO LONGER BE THE
ONLY CONTENDERS FOR THE WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE. AT LEAST
THAT’S THE FEELING AMONG THE PEUGEOT TEAM, WHOSE 205 TURBO 16 WITH
FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE WILL BE MAKING ITS DEBUT IN MAY AT THE TOUR DE CORSE. THE
FRENCH OFFENSIVE WOULD SEEM TO BE WELL GROUNDED. BUT BETWEEN TEST RE-
SULTS AND ACTUAL COMPETITION, THERE CAN OFTEN BE A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE.

Since Jean Todt, director of Peugeot-Talbot
Sport, unveiled the 205 Turbo 16 and intro-
duced its development feam fo the p
there have been a multitude of tests on ¢
sorts of terrain, Besides the Sarlat Rally
where Jean-Pierre Ni las came in 2nd
behind a 4wd Citr , the most signi-
ficant was the practice séssion last De

ber on the San Remo Rally route. The world
championship event had run ifs course
through the ltalian countryside 2 months
earlier. Among the s tors

expert team of scouts. Le

Jean-Pierre Ni

naissance was I
during certain stages careful
ed the times, even infermediary or

Audi Quattros and Lancia Rallies. And

ere pufting on an outstanding

formance. When it came time for the

5 to show ifs stuff on the Sienne

s, although under much more dis-

ot conditions, the benchmarks recorded

by Cyril Frey

by Nicolas proved arich source of informa-
tion.
the Finn Ari Vatanen had been
y Jean Todt to take over respon-
driver at the side of “Jumbo”
hoice of these two men was
1983, at least in
was Nicolos /
all the same no |
rent world hmmpior‘l - ©or
d. Concerning Vatanen, the
L arped on his '83 season
wnb O was admittedly
pointing. You can read what Ari has to say
about this elsewhere in this issue, and you'll
see that Vatanen is anxious to put his pa
problems to bed. e
Nevertheless, last December in ltaly, Ari
Vatanen made the acquaintance \
Peugeot 205 under less than happy cir-
cumstances. The fuel injection system .
nued to fail more or less every 10 k

grist for
France. An i
nearly
Mikkola

Gallic b
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WE HAD OUR FIRST REAL
PROBLEM WITH THE CAR

T Tl
second off the fimes

shaving
t iven by Alen, and

Landaq, the
ing his own a
performances, the Audi dri
he was even a litt icker,
best, which is fo say keepingup ¥
vist. In addition, the Peugeot er
operating at peak power, putfing out only
300bhp rather than the 340 bhp nowadays
available. For another thing, the car was
missing ifs new aluminium air infake system
because of a broken weld and as a result
the turbocharger response fime was off.
Meaning Nicolass optimism starts to make
sense. ‘I feel so good about this car thaf |
think Ari and | will even be ahead of the
Audis on oll terrain. And in spife of what you
might read, ['ve never blown an engine.
Twice I've had problems with connecting rod
bearings, but that's finished nowadays
thanks fo the dry sump oil system. And even
then, nothing broke.”
In the autumn of '83, practice sessions had
revealed two major problems: first, the
turbo response fime, and second, the
mechanical resistance of the drive lines.
Concerning the first, it seems to be resolved.
Thisis due fo the good offices of the engine-
builder Jean-Pierre Boudy, a veteran of the
Renauli Formula 1 team, and the assistance
of Jean-Pierre Colinot. Their knowledge of
turbo technology was certainly a big help,
not to mention fime-saver, for the team
headed up by André de Cortanze. How did
they do itz “We don't wantto say foo much,”
admits Nicolas. “The longer itiakesthe com-
petition o find out about our ideas the bet-
ter things will be ” All that we know is that the
Peugeot mechanics worked on the exhaust
system, between the cylinder head and the
turbo — moved them closer together. We've
heard of tuned exhaust pipes of the same
length and with smaller cross section, which
results in higher pressure. Meaning the tyr-
bine works at higher rotafional speeds,
We've seen a new intake system, which has
consider_cbly improved the power curve of
the 2.4 litre transversal engine. This toge-
ther with a four-valve per cylinder configu-
ration (hence, 205 Turbo 16) means the cqr
is now pulling from 3,800 to 8,000 rpm ins-

ve

56

s it wos
20 m as it W
er 00 rpr
¢ from 4,500 10 /¢

met at the
ot far from

hiswos g
f
~ On the tormac’
- hich had olready
3 R It teams,
t » Audi ond RenaU! ;
i gine Was marvelous.
jine
< word for it you coul
on the turbo ki_ckgd in.
» <cored higher

—mate, whois nof

rmac of this

sh tedl
< _The margin sepa-
b, b theless
it but noneineiss
ecided toride wr_th Tha":
s fo see for himself
4 be saved. Andwhat @
d b vha

then that Nicolos
flying off the

where seconds cout
was
go

somehow
road, luckily v

amage. Nico-

art of

here you'llthen
before you brake
ht-hand turn,

as a bit rough at that
hit @ bump a litile

fact, it was during that Janu-
ary in Charleval that everyone started hav-
ing braking problems because of the
speeds reached on tarmac. The ideal solu-
fion would have been to use larger discs.
But the problem was they couldn't be
odopted fo the wheels.

To come back to the drive line problem, first
noficed lost September, it also seemed

"I THINK WE'LL BE AHEAD
OF THE AUDIS ON ALL
TERRAIN’

to be solved. The absence of a central limi-
ted-slip differenficl, needed to ensure com-
pensation between the front and rear axles
ho‘d caused two drive line failures - and in
spife of the power-takeoff setfings being ot
50% front, 50% reqr. New drive fings hive
been be'efed up, and have been rgl; bl
Indeed, if four- i g
fages in rallying, it also has
And the Power-takeoff set
:E;izT:?r;lvheeis are not the leqst of these
. No
georisusingv'_;?"r‘ol};‘s:lniogﬁmrmm e
tions on all terr, :
2’231, 50% rear, or alfernat;
A rear. |t qf i
change these :{:T;ir?g?l?:ides - e
Usually its more fike 10 miri:tpressure, o
Ince we're on the subject of&l’?s"
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With two cars and
23 mechanics, the
Tour de Corse costs
£70,000. Argentina
costs £250,000.
Peugeot-Talbot
Sport is not only
75 people, but a
finely-tuned
structure.

(photo:

Reinhard Klein) |

MICHELIN

When Vatanen
made the
acquaintance of
the 205, he thought
it was
underpowered. But
with 340 bhp, there
are 65 bhp more
than his Opel in
'83. In part, this
would seem a sign
of the French
engine’s flexibility-
On the right,

Jean Todt.

(photo:

Reinhard Klein)

least problem with the gearbox. Says Nico-
las, “I've only had very minor frouble in
selecting gears. Concerning the ratios, we
played around with it in the beginning
because third was a little far from second.
But for Corsica, we'll have a new ratio and
everything will be OK. At the iop of the
curve, when we're pushing and with a furbo
pressure of 1.2, which is right for us, we can
touch 184-190 km/h.”
Looking back on the times for the Audis and
the R5 Turbos at the Michelin track, the men
from Peugeot didn't fail to notice the clear
superiority of their 205 over the Germans,
and a slight edge over the Renault. But due
to varying track conditions, it is difficult to
draw any solid conclusions from this theo-
retical order. And Jean Todt is the first to
counsel prudence. In addition, on tarmac
Lancia remains the standard-bearer, and
Lanciaisstill to be seen at Charleval. But this
doesn't stop J-P. Nicolas from haying an
opinien as to his car’s chances against the
Italians. “ putthe difference between us and
the Lancia on tarmac at about 1 second per
kilometre, in their favour. If we can just keep
on their tail in Corsica, we'll be more than
satishied.”
In terms of weight, the car should move off
the 950 kg mark where it has stood for the
last few weeks, yet curiously enough, it
won't be lighter, but heavier. Reinforcing
certain parts, installation of special lights,
the dry sump, all will contribute fo addinga
few more kilos between now and the Tour
de Corse. Road handling is right on the
mark for Nicolas, but Ari has noticed a slight
tendency to oversteer, although the Finn
has a different driving style. By taking
advantage of the suspension settings, it will
be possible to adjust the 205 to Aris liking,
who continues to use left-foot braking on all
terrain (a Finnish habit). However, this driv-
ing technique may not be necessary if the
turbo response ftime has really been
reduced to practically zero -since it cer-
tainly doesn't spare the brakes, which have
already been shown to be fragile. In the
Sienne region, Nicolas also started braking
with his left foot, but the engine wasn't run-
ning at its best and this was inevitable.
On the exterier, the 205 Turbo 16 has not
undergone any major changes, besides a
small spoiler on the front, a new air outlet
on the bonnet and a different air scoop on
the back. From now until the Tour de Corse,
additional all-terrain tests are planned in
Greece as preparation for the Acropolis
Rally. There'll be some drawn out “recce” on
the lle de Beaute as well. Nicolas is wonder-
ing if he can keep the pace, while Vatanen
thinks about Corsica where he’s never com-
peted before. Yet they both have plenty of
confidence in their car. And with 340 bhp,
960 kg, and 4wd, they have good reason o
believe in the French offensive on world
championship rallying, which has been
amply prepared for take off. It would be
surprising if they lag too far behind the star
performers. And if they enjoy a few mo-
ments out front, even briefly, then we'll be
able to write that Jean Todt has been vin-
dicated. Audi Quattro Sport will be in Cor-
sica as well. And the future Lancia 4wd?
Could be a "mission impossible”. We'll see. (]
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IN THE STREETS

AYTONA'S BANKING WAS A PICNIC BY COMPARISON. AND THE SCHOOL-

BOYS CAME OUT TO STRUT THEIR STUFF. BUT ALONG THE SNAKING
STREETS OF DEEPEST, DARKEST, DOWNTOWN MIAMI THEY 60 ON TIPTOE -
SHRINKING FROM THE EAR-PIERCING SCREAM OF THE TARMAC'S FEROCIOUS
WILD BEASTS. OLD PEOPLE, SNUG IN THEIR BUNGALOWS, WONDER IF THE
BANG IN THE DISTANCE IS THE CRASH OF A CAR'S BACKFIRE, OR OF
GUNFIRE. SMALL GAME MAKES ITSELF SCARCE WHEN THE BIG CATS ROAR,
AND EVEN THE MOST NOBLE SAVAGE KNOWS WHEN HE'S MET HIS MATCH.

by Didier Braillon
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Asked to drive the
Chevrolet M382,
Rondeau was soon

&0 ™ forced to retire by

W

overheating and an
oil leak. (photo:
Stéphane Foulon/
DPPI)

Impressive in
qualifying, and
spectacularly
driven by Larrauri
during the race —a
surprising
performance from
the Momo AR3
Cosworth. (photo:
Stéphane Foulon/
DPPI; previous
double-page
spread: Didier
Braillon and
Stéphane Foulon/
DPPI)

Louis Kano isrt f
he'shung o
sitting in o

i ¢ feelsuncomtortable,
foncine: Argjszl.ic::d w?u_re plastic ;hoisef
2und him are his companions of
the Coral Sands retirement h :
back on his arrival in };‘ ome. He fhinks
communify irrﬂlqd‘r‘ : :s modest old-folks
el bnfj;;ﬁ.f m; the ‘s_ourhern MP of
then Hus-i'”-p;\a: .::m‘ F.'xcfumg e"e"? fince
ing Dflfr“);fzr'fjrv i*; ;SC’JDEQ som?onesrc_ﬂk—
TV but “big E‘a.”kJ cg: Nhox:t he's wufchmg
A ;\-p 3: i G|'E no_fes,col"nes n
tests. Thaa ‘r‘n“rlr‘up: r?'me inspee of H\s‘proA
man “'rnr; M:-:ncl.;: J::G"’e 5 relnnzd ek
out Hh‘u‘ln'/n"r rh'n-uc.gz;:' ﬂho doy‘m ol dogy
J",‘H‘O‘N"h;r!(-nd e S-E:Oﬂ, Iﬂeors_nrown and
have been cut :F:On'* that Louis figures must
= 2N cut irom old curtains.
Totell the fruth, Louis is much like the others,
sedately seated in the longue of the Coral
Sands, or the Stardust, or the Beachcom-
ber... They have a nowhere look in their
eyes, staring off into infinity, waiting for the
sands of time to run out on them. A few sou-
venir shops are interspersed among the
shabby storefronts. Stoplights blink on and
off for no one, and sway aimlessly in the
wind. The streets are empty of both auto-
mobiles and life. The swimming pool, dead
leaves scattered over the water, and the
beachfront lined with palm trees on the
other side of Collins Avenue, haven't held
any interest for Louis Kano for he doesn't
remember how long.
But at least his wretched existence as a rec-
luse has one advantage. Unlike downtown
Miami, the south end of Miami beach
doesn't have to worry about crime. What is
there to steal? It's in the west, on the other
side of Biscayne Bay, that the motorcycle
cops of the Miami Police Department are
continually cruising on their outsized Har-
ley-Davidsons. Always en the prowl for
trouble. Whether a cocaine decler, his

A WHITE MARCH-CHEV-

ROLET ENTERED BY ONE

OF THE ORGANISERS OF

UF LHE QR
THE RACE STUNNED THE

CROWD

pockets stuffed with greenbacks - or a poor
sucker with a nickel-plated popgun in his
shirt, frying to muster Hj_e courage to ho\_d
up a liquor store. Miamis finest will do ?heg
duty, But in reality, their efforts are lost, an

any ottempt fo putan endfo the crime v‘;a;e
is like trying to fill o sieve with sand. And 1 glal
air of the city has grown thick with the sme

of fear. In oddition, the black and_ Latin-
American communities are growmg”by
leaps and bounds. Mixing abaut as we Fas
oil and water. Nowadays, they uccoun.l_ ar
over 60 per cent of the city’s population,
and what with inevitable unemployment,

ir often turns to rage. ]

s‘iﬁ\:;r, taday theresa truce, and the rrif-
raff have been raplu;gd on rhg sirge?s hy
race marshals. Ifs raining cutﬂde_, _;i f i
humidity hovers af 100 per_cinr insi E":b[']
well. Louis Kano heaves a sig to see “big

Bertha” in his favourite easy chair, and is
once again exasperated to wafch felevi-
sion in Spanish - Bertha prefers the Hispan-
ic TV shows “because the music’s nice.” Yet
for a change the programme’s interesting.
Sleek racing cars, sireaking through down-
town Miami's streets.

“Buenos dias, amigos,” an interviewer
begins, then is cut off as Louis Kano kills the
sound. However, in the background you can
read the banner IMSA Camel GT Cham-
pionship. Miami is a slow circuit, a street
race, with numerous sharp turns, and not a
few dips as well as old railroad tracks
strewn along the route. A tough frack,
which Emerson Fittipaldi likes to compare
with the Monaco Grand Prix, especially the
part running along the Marina. At the end
of Alton Road, Biscayne Bay stretches off
towards the south end. You could probably
see the cars from the other side of the bay —
it's only 3 km across — but this morning the
view is obstructed by an enormous ocean
liner, the S5 Norway, previously the France,
before it was bought by Akram Ojjeh. His
son, Mansour, is perhaps better known as
the director of Techniques d'Avant Garde
(TAG) in Formula 1.

'ONE DAY OR ANOTHER,
AMERICA IS GOING TO
BECOME FOR EUROPEAN
CONSTRUCTORS A REAL

LIFESAVER'

Towards 4pm, the sun at last comes out and
dries the streets, The GP starfing grid, made
up of some 30 hefty sport prototypes, has
been settled. The first qualifying session
was run on a wet track, some water even
remaining on the straights. The second was
much like the first, only a little drier. A white
March-Chevrolet entered by Ralph San-
chez, one of the organisers of the race, and
sponsored by the city of Miami, has stunned
the crowd by capturing pole position. The
day before, no one would have made book
onit: “If'sthe crummiest March ofthe bunch,”
confided o savyy shop mechanic. Indeed,
the car had been hastily prepared, but
none bargained on the dexterity and
gumption of its driver, Emerson Fittipaldi.
On a practically dry track, at the end of the
qualifying session, Fittipaldi had shown that
he was still pretty fast. Ralph Sanchezs little
team were as surprised as anyone. But with
the $15,000 that had just come to them like
manna from heaven, they redoubled their
efforts to be ready for the next day's race.
Late into the evening they could be heard
rehearsing their pit-stop schedule: up on
the jocks, Fittipaldi takes over from Tony
Gorcia (a local driver), fill-up, tyres
changed, and so on. The script may not
have been written by Brabham, but after 10
times through their paces, the team was
starting to look good.
Across the road, his driving coveralls open
at the front, a calm-looking fellow is sitting
at a bus stop. “If's the first time ['ve seen the
—.
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went und
24 Hours
walking away
championship fitie |

AT 73 YEARS OF AGE,

JUAN-MANUEL _ FANGIO
REMAINS AN 1DOL, HIS
NAME PRACTICALLY A
HOUSEHOLD WORD

syndicate of managers took over, buf
QJ(:Y Jean Rendeau thinks th’{i’ 5"70“"0; ‘*
satisfied with the resulfs of fhe last few
months. These are the signs, in a way, of @
long and perhaps successful r_';;rr.F back up
tothe top. “Three of my carshave been solc,
and | have confirmed orders for mo
10 of my Formula Fords. For anofher
haven'tgiven up hope of being able fo enfer
an M484 with a Porsche 956 engine ot Le
Mans, Even though | don't yet have @ spon-
sor, and we're already mid-March ‘,
Jean Rondeau has come to Migmi for the
same reasons that other people go fo the
movies: to have a good fime and forget his
troubles. He is the guest of a Florida resid-
ent, Gary Belcher, who bought one of Ron-
deaus cars with o Chevrolet engine, two
seasons ago. The first attempt by the con-
structorfrom Le Mansto breakinio the Ame-
rican morketplace waos a disaster - due to
Poor fiming, poor organisation, and inop-
portune partners, But with Belcher in hic
camp, things may be looking up: “One day
or anather, America is going fo become for
Europeon constructors o real lifesaver. Ifs
time o again start thinking about setfing up
an outlet for Automobiles Rondeau, here in
the States.”
A few paces behind Rondeau, who contin-
ues to take it easy, is a gorage hastily put
together in the Boyfront Auditorium, A man
who is on_ly slightly bent by age answers,
aEwu):s with a smile, whoever may care to
ask him questions, Through the good ser-
vices of o bearded giani, acting as his inter-
preter, the debonair Juan-Manye| Fangie
meets the press, Clear-eyed and  silyer-
haired, it hcs now been over o querter of o
century since this man refired trom motor
racing. Five-fime world champion, of
73years of age, Fangio remains anide] hs
name practically o household word, The
master of Balcarce has deigned foleqye hi
. Rs s
native Argentina in order fo accompany his
nephew, whois making his debuyt in IMSA ot
ﬁ?e wheel of o Porsche 935. "Here they c;l
fim Juan-Manue! Fangio ; e simply cal
him Juqn-Mg'ﬂueh!u.’ This |egendgr-,- man
specks mi{ultm orin Spanish. Eng|ish never
much of animpression on himthroughu

out the elgl‘ years o s infery
fh I
ernationa|

ke
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TAXING _AND TECHNI-
CALLY DIFFICULT, THE
TRACK SEPARATES THE
MEN FROM THE BoYs

This incredible oversight on the part of
Group 44’5 engineers was probably the
cause of some rather erratic driving, which
culminated in o spin that was i':uppi\
without consequences, On the other hcndy
the organisers of the Miomi Grand Priy

screen was fj
Grand Priy
with

he declared “Thi

» “Thir

'I:G,GOO People af mos; could%
€ Speclacle of such g rq,

ere:smhmif.Andfﬁ .

Owadays,
motorsport gre all th

€ magic and Pows
€ greater for jjv eral

The smell of
dollars brought
dJohn Fitzpatrick
Racing for a
moment back into
IMSA. But Holbert/
Hobb's Porsche 935
was an early
casualty with a
busted gearbox.
(photo: Stéphane
Foulon/DPPI)

Ludwig/Rahal’s
long-awaited Ford
Mustang GTP was
hot on the heels of

the lead Jaguar

when a puncture
and damaged
Suspension retired
unlucky number 7.
(photo: Stéphane
Foulon/DPPI)
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No constructor likes to
get beat. But this time,
Robin Herd had to take
his medicine, and it left
his face squinched up
with the taste of it.
Only one of the seven
cars carrying his
marque came
anywhere near the
victory lane — the
March Chevrolet of the
great Emerson
Fittipaldi. For the rest,
chance dealt a cruel
hand. Both with blown
engines after the
warm-up, the March
Buick number 3 of
Speer/Madren and the
March Chevrolet
number 16 of Hinze/
Lanier didn't even
start. The March
Chevrolet number 25
of Cowart/Miller,
repaired after its
spectacular roll at
Daytona, finally placed
9th after a lackluster
performance. And the
March Porsche number
00 of Van der Merwe/
Martin, although
victorious at Daytona,
was hardly any less
disappointing,
finishing 8th. It would
seem the South
Africans had lost their
sparkle at the reins of
number 00, even if they
often lapped the March
Chevrolet number 2 of
the Leon brothers. All
things considered, it
was the March
Chevrolet number 88
that was the most
explosive. Brilliantly
driven by the two
Whittingtons, this car
was in 3rd place when
a fire took it out of the
race in the 27th lap.
Even so, the
Whittingtons got back
into action a while
later - only to glance
off a concrete retaining
wall, and retire.
(Photos: Stéphane
Foulon (DPPI).
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“What if we run out of
gas?” Three laps from
the finish, Bob Tullius

(top, right) seems
worried. And rightly so.
The Miami Grand Prix
lasts 3 hours, which
favours the Jaguar

XJR5s in so much as
they only require one
refuelling stop. But
. what about that
ominous engine knock,
on coming out of the
corners? Could it he
the first signs of a dry
fuel tank? Luckily it
was not the case, and
for Brian Redman
(above) seconded by
D?c Bundy (bottom,
right) all of Miami's
tortuo_u.': streets led to
victory lane. J,
behind the wl'nn:":,;
Angl‘o«American
combination, were
Tullius and Bedard
(number 44) in 2nd
place. A nice Oone-twg
for group 44, which
pzfshed the team’s total
Prize money to $7.
(£47,000) as wilf :2?3
_tl'me when the
organisers of the | ¢

Mans 24 hours are
hoping these
marvelous white cars
with the green trim will
be putting in an
appearance at their
event, these results
would seem to indicate
that things are looking
good for them. Even if
some people are saying
that with a little more
luck, the March
Chevrolet driven by
Emerson Fittipaldi
would probably have
won. Which is true. Or
that in spite of
excellent preparation,
Group 44 stills suffers
Jrom a few weaknesses.
Which is also true.
For example, how could

they forget to equip the
XJR5s with one of
those all-so-essential
systems for providing
the driver with
drinking water while
he's driving? Everyone
else has it, and judging
from Bob Tullius’s
haggard appearance
as he dragged himself
out of the tight cockpit
of his car-cum-furnace
at the end of his 90-
minute stint, the lesson
has probably been
learned.

(Photo: Stéphane
Foulon/DPPI)
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Bob Wollek / Andial Porsche 935 (photo: Stephane Foulon
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March 83G Chevrolet number 00 (photo: Steph
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Porsche 935-B4 number 5 (photo: Stephane Foulon/DPPI
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o Chawegiay FittipaldirGarcia & 3, 1 b
BEST RACE LAP 5 B IMIG o CourinayiO Naill 58 laps, retred 10 R emion —
e Asion Morsin Millar:Ramirex 54 laps, retired | o
Tollius Joguor XIRS, in1min. 24 203sec., onlap 13, anaverngs De Narvaez/Hayer 37 lopa, (8RS | collsion; radietort F- 2
of 79.095 mph (127,291 ki) Akin/Q Steen 37 lagn, 1900 | calisions mdislon) | L
Gunn/Revene ingron 33 1B 18I 1o ncturs; domage Paressana .
LAP LEADERS B whmmxmw b 31 laps, reliree (L rapention| 'm | )
g/ X : B C e
Laps 110 271 RedmanBundy (Joguor XIRS, tuheg) 2 lops retirnd el i shefl | —
“P;: to 29: Ludwig/Rohal |mﬁlnng GIP, Downing/Malfve . m"" orarhaating, o414 =
to 21 RedmonBundy Holber/Hobbs irad (Hansmis
Laps. o :“ R { Elwuux’iﬂsfh 1y Lo Tgsa43a2 Chavroler R:ndmis\tkh;‘;‘ i '.::::: aff ﬁum Nimrod Aston
Laps ullnss Bederd 1 or ore f
I-tﬂlonlzmmmhd»,; RS, My 152 Porpepc® B‘::iﬁ:wwm m,w the shu

-£an,
Mt 1 cac e nder e pestechion f the poE®
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MOBILE BAY
REFINING

EMERSON
VINDICATED

,(UULDN'T WORK OUT WHAT Was

HAPPENING. WHILE | WAS WAITING
IN THE PITS, OUR CAR WAS GETTING
SLOWER AND SLOWER. EVENTUALLY |
RECKONED THAT IT MUST HAVE HAD

some sort of brake frouble. But when my
teammate come in affer 31 laps he was com-
p.‘er_e_ly exhausted: | realised that he'd Jost ol
that fime for physical, noftechnical, reasons.
All my worries vanished when | fook ever
There was just one thing on my mind: to go
as hard as | could for the whole two and o
quarter h%un:;;a{f in the race *

3 ipaldi wos delighted to be tel;
the story. To rnelherewusufeelingmutl‘dﬁ
into some sort of fime warp, because it was s

Swiss _intonation that
reminded me of the years hed spent living
near Lausanne back in the 70s. He's eagle-

his hond to Teresg, the young and athlefie
new woman at his side.
Asudden flashback of memory caused me to
lose the threod of the conversation for o
moment. Two hours eorlier | hod been stand-
ing on the inside of the Maring hairpin, at a
marshals post where you can get close
enough 1o the cars fo reach out and fouch
hen!;Lupaifer lap| got the some view of Fitfi-
paldis March-Chevrolet, with the orange-
gl:veddhf:ﬁﬁhcnd floshing energefically as
Use ny steeri
opp]‘:&“emy Ing wheel to put on the
Braking on the very fimit, its driver i
pile on the power and accelerate, fheechi:\,r:
March coupé swept from left 1o right across
the road in a superbly confrolled slide that
took it, every fime, o within a fraction of an
inch of the conerete wall | seemed crazy, byt
it was paying off, for ever .
:md pulled MNO the pitlane the specia-
ors were shauting encouragement to the
Branign. In only 20 laps he had cyt down the
Ieodf_-rs 30-second advan,

since the pace car

was about fo catch up with it,

It was at this point thet the
" March’s gearb,
F:m aff chose to bragk. *f really er?i:yed?:
en away from rocing for three years,

butmy speed suddenly came back fo me in

tephane Foulon / DPPI

a rush, My lap times were right down, under
1 min 24.40 sec, better than my pole time
from yesterday morning. | was terribly hotin
there, and the car was very tiring to drive,
but it didn’t seem to matter. | could have got
through to the end of the rece without a fuel
stop, justlike the Jaguar, and | recrh'ybg.'lfve
that I could have won here quite easily.
He kept on chatfing, of IMSA, of CART and @
possible attempt on the Indianapelis 500.Thi
abortive attempt at a Grand Prix comebac
with Spirit is nothing more thon a faint
memory: 3
“Iwill nly make a return to Formula 1 WJ':IT a
good car, not just for the fun of if. I've ,‘;
Eﬂzugh of fooling around at the back afthe
grid..”
Tobe or nat to have been; that was the ques™
fion, insidious perhaps, which hod beer:
asked of him beE:re the Rio fests. The uns\*;'
en was plain: Fittipaldi was o has-been- s
Miami, the Brazilian had completely & g
rected himself. | was knacked out bY 4
superb, stylish driving... and now | fou 2
myself alone at the trackside, _tolkln?me
myself, He was gone, |eaviﬂgmﬂw‘ﬁ‘b'; nd
overwhelming thought. As | told mysel (%w
ifs worth repeating]... you need a 19! rl
than luck 1o have been twice champion
ing driver of the world.

D‘die' Brdl'”ﬂ"

=y side. ~
B 2trlispoan;

//' %

pORSCHE GTX
< 408 AKIN MOTOR RACING/PORSCHE
1124 (Bob Akin/John 0'Steen)

it in qualifying, DNF race
‘.6':[1\]11‘115 S‘."«‘?P SHOP RACING/ANDIAL
10RSCHE 935 (A.J. Foyt/Bob Wollek]
\ith in quolifying, 4th in race

o orRSONALIZED AUTOHAUS/PORSCHE
%5 [Wayne Baker/TomBlackhaller)
7ih in qualifying, 14th in race

14 JOHN FITZPATRICK RACING/PORSCHE
725 (Al Holbert/David Hobbs)

[2h in qualifying, DNF race

24 PEGASUS RACING/PORSCHE 935
(Juan Manuel Fangio/Hugo Gralia)
1nd in qualifying, 12th in race

6. MAURICIO DE NARVAEZ/PORSCHE
935 (Mouriio de Norvaez/Hans
feyer)

Isth in qualifying, DNF race

8. BAYSIDE  DISPOSAL  RACING/
PORSCHE 935

(Hurley Haywood/

{uuc!e Ballot Lena)
Bth in Qualifying, Tith in race

il ll‘\‘;' seven Porsche GTXs
d 3'~l,\'li_m;x T'he others be
» the fist, to the Colom-

bian De Na
not very h
Reinhéld Jost i
to John Fit rick Racing
which briefly retur S A
because of the
Miamieventand forthe|
money being offered. Holbe
reigning IMSA champion. and
Hobbs, drove numt

tive of the Porsche GTXs remai-
ned the Andial 935, driven by
Foyt/Wollek, and still bankrol-
led by the Texan's usual sponsor,

Gilmore. Poorly positioned in
the starting grid because of pro-
blems with a valve rocker Satur-
day morning, it still placed4thin
the race and in spite ol Foyt's
poor times Number 24 drew the
attention of the South American
press, since Juan Manuel Fan
gio, chlmcnmcd by his uncle,
was driving in his [irstinternatio-
nal-class event, All the 935s were
equipped with 3-litre flat-six
engines, except the -\‘mll.t\
\\I{iuh has a capacity ol 3.2 litres
They are all turbocharged by c_m:;w
|\|\i»-\ turbos, except mnnhcw\‘ i
and 46, which hun\_;l\.u_‘\inn the
934, only have one

(T
GRID

i.;n L;PIlD MOTOR RACING/GRID SI-C0S-
””R,L! (Steve Shelton/Tom Shelton)
lsr n qualifying, non-starter
03. GRID MoTop RACING/GRID S2-

PORSCHE (Emilio de Villota/Dudley
ood)
Brd in qualifying, DNF rgce

& “':‘ '\\:ih 1 3
V8 DFv

e Cos-
15 the
il almost won 12
£ in 1983, Num-

engine

her (3, which has been promised
by lan Dawson for several

months now, was making ils
lebut. Equipped with a single
turbo. 3-litre Porsche 935 engine.
coupled with Porsche 956 inter
conlers, it obviously still needs
considerable development. Qui-
lifying at the buck of the grid.
tmost impossible to starl. the
Grid S2in the livery of the singer
Julio lglesias, who lives in
Miami, took a beating going of]
the roud in the hands of De Vil-
lotion the first lap.

13th in qualifying, DNF race

This M382/1 has now grown lat,

tipping the scales at 1050 kg. Its

:_"_'::-—-—_.; =
NIMROD ASTON

RTIN
19, PERFORMANCE \'AUTUR[ARS/NIMROD
J5i00 RN (Jck Wil Caros
Ramirez) i

in qualirying,
mh i q Nimrod, whered

Asingle ! stonu - the Brits
L al Daytoni
were three d + and Ray Mallock

DNF race

is there

John Coope

ight puts the car in the cate-
GTP (900 kg plus), which

allows it to use a 6-litre enginc
Indeed, it has a Chevrolet V8
prepared by Franz Weiss at VDS
In the race, Rondeau soon had to
contendwilhanengineoverheal-
ing problem, followed by an oil
leak that forced him (o retire.

having gone home. This car was
present for most of the "83 seq-
son, Heavy, 1L uses a nornyally-
aspirated 5.34-litre Lagonda V8
engine, which puts out 550 bhp,
On the él1st lap ol the race, the
Nimrod shunted against the wall
on the fast lelt just before the
Marinahairpin. The pace-carcame
onto the track for 7 laps, the car
hauled olf and the race went on
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00. KREEPY KRAULY RACING/MARCH 83G-
PORSCHE (Sarel van der Merwe/Tony
Martin)

5th in qualifying, 8th in roce

2. LEON BROTHERS RACING/MARCH 846-
CHEVROLET (Al Leon/Art Lean)

30th in qualifying, 15th in race

3. PEGASUS RACING/MARCH 846-BUICK
(Ken Madren/M.L. Speer)

28th in qualifying, non-starter

16. MARTY HINZE RACING/MARCH 826-
CHEVROLET (Marty Hinze/Randy
Lanier)

st in qualifying, non-starter

25. RED LOBSTER RACING/MARCH 836-
CHEVROLET (Dave Cowart/Kenper
Miller)

20th in qualifying, 9th in race

84. RALPH SANCHEL RACING/MARCH
B3C-CHEVROLET (Emerson Fittipaldis
Tony Garcia)

Ist in qualifying, DNF race

86. MOTORSPORTS MARKETING/MARCH
830-CHEVROLET  (Bill - Whittingtons
Dale Whittington))

7th in qualifying, DNF race

With Robin Herd looking on,
seven March machines were
entered. Number 00, the 83G/
04, which won the Daytona

powered with a
der Porsche 935
red by Andial
/01 sported a

1EVIOIE
Numb

5-litre
VDS.
had a 3.4-1 a
single Warner-Ishi turbo, pre-
pared by McLaren
Number 25, the 83G/

=
@®

@

8

6

5-litr rolet V8
Ryan Falconer. The §:
prepared by RennSp
haus, belongi
and was equipped with a 3
Chevrolet V8 from ProMN
Engineering. D I
paldi, it captured pi
Saturday morning. Numb.
the 83G/01 in the hands of Bil
and Dale Whittington, had a
S-litre Chevrolet V8 by Holley
On race-day, both numbers 16
and 3 had to quit with blown
engines after warm-up. The two
Whittingtons ran a good race,
challenging Tullius's J ar
from the beginning for 3rd place.
However, they were forced to
retire. But by far the most specta-
cular performance was number
84, brilliantly driven by Emer-
son Filtipaldi up until he was for-
ced toretire by a broken gearbox
input drive shaft.

JAGUAR

04. GROUP 44/JAGUAR XIRS [Brian
Redman/Doc Bundy)

4th in qualifying, Ist in race

44. GROUP 44/JAGUAR XIRS (Bob Tul-
lius/Pat Bedard)

Bth in qualifying, 2nd in race
Entered by Jaguar Cars, the
XJRs have 5.3-litre, normally-
aspirated, fuel-injected VI2 en-
gines, developing 600 bhp, At the
startof the race, Redman jumped
into the lead and stayed there,
excepl on the 28th lap when he
had to give way to the Mustang
GTP. Two laps later, he was again
out front until Fittipaldi began
his lightning climb 1o the lop.
But just as Emerson came to
within 4 seconds of the leader,

suddenly he was put of the race
Ngmimr 44 took 2nd place, in
Spite of 4 spin. Nevertheless all
'h,“ Jaguar drivers were vml}ms
of their engineers l'nrgulling o
install onboard drinking-water
systems. The Jaguars, which -
ved the course with only a single
fuel stop cach, brought their
masters S 75,000 in Drize money,
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41. DECO SALES/ARGO _\.’.Hlb—['DS\'M)RIII
(Don Courtney/Brent 0 Neill)

97th in qualifying, DNF race ,
63. RGP 500 EA(ING/ARGDJh‘ulM‘u\f.UA
(Jim Downing/John Maffucci)

24th in qualifying, DNF race

The Argos are built in Griston,
sulfolk GB, by the Swiss engi-

neer Jo Marquart, The one

belonging to RGP 500, 9th al
Daytona, hasa 1308cc Mazda 13B
I\\\lH'i\'\lﬂf engine, developing
300 bhp. The one belonging to
Deco Sales uses a 2993¢c nor-

mally-aspirated Cosworth
DFYV, producing 450 bhp,
engine is brand new, ang u
tion ol'the same block prey
of Fl fame allows the carto
it, along with the ‘IMWG-M(u(i-.
into the 700 kg class - “':h“li
would not have been POSNihic
with a 3.3-litre or 3955¢¢ DFL
assembly.

va

This
tilisg.
iously
Make

S ]
Busrem ¢ O/
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MOMO

30. MOMO CORSE/MOMO AR3-COS-
WORTH  (Giompiero  Moretti/Oscar
Larrauri)

3rd in qualifying, DNF race

Built in Turin at Alba, designed
by Giorgio Stirano, the Momo
uses a2993cc normally-aspirated
Cosworth V8§ DFV engine, pro-
ducing 450 bhp, and making it
possible to enter in the 700 kg
class. He hired as his second the
young Argentinian Larrauri,
who was European Formula 3
Champion in 1982, Taking full
advantage of the agility of the
Momo on a slo track, the car
scored a surprising 3rd in quali-

fying at the end of the morning
session. Indeed, the road surface
was practically dry on the
straights. In the race, the Momo
quickly lost the use of second
gear. However, that didn’t stop
Larrauri from scoring a lap-time
of 1 min. 24.80 sec. - before the
gearbox finally blew up

fﬂf‘oﬁxasﬁﬂ (SA/FORD MUSTANG
AR

7 Lud\'f'gfﬂﬂbhv Rahal)

[ =
(M0 g, DNF race

Wfin ol

hort races, the
L) 1ot at
r GTP was 1

: tang / .
ks \'IU;;«-immrqu itsdebut
i Road America, E Ikhart
gloti ! r designed by Bob
gl L;-cv.uil of Ford Aeros-

ped 10T

s the

nee's advanced construction
wechnology and uses carbon

omposites, Front-engined, with
licgearbox over the rear wheels,
{thasa 2.1-litre 4-cylinder turbo
The only handicap this 600 bhp
GTP has is its weight - IMSA’s
regulations put it in the 900 kg

PHOEN)x

3 Hony
Ly RACING/PHOEN X JG1-CHEV-

§ih+ om0 GunnyJustin R
§ _ in Revene
h'“ﬂunhfying, DNF race )

Fig
wotSean |,

‘J‘lca\_-nl;“_“l Miami last year, the
'S a creation of John

('m
U] 5
Previously of CanAm

i‘g‘ik-nm

o R

;'*“Bmg'f‘s‘;‘ PERFORMANCE pARTS/
°f'1‘l\'i|y Val: n‘:ll;en Naon/“Fom-

ing, 10th in race

class. Off the start, Ludwig was a

serious threat for Redman and
even overtook him on the 28th
lap. But the had to fall back
behind the Jaguar on the 30th
lap, before suffering a LF punc-
ture, which forced him to retire
with broken suspension

LoLA

It has a Chevrolet V8
spite of last-minute
and a rather skimps
manageda Sthin
il accom-

fame.
engine. In
pre paration
turnout, the car
qualifying. An .:u_:lol e
plished at the endolthe n{w i
session at a time when lu1 1l1c
was practically dry of

straights.

Entered by ils owners Irf)rrlw‘lmtt,[]A
Salvador, built “1 Switze lgm_-
illltl equipped with & |||-|L o
BMW Ml ti-cylindcr.slrjd\ i
gine, this GTP had already

74 Hours at D

aylona
seenatthe?

05. - HI-TECH  RACING/LOLA  Tg00-
PORSCHE (Almeida/Miguel Morejon)
th in qualifying, DNF race

11 KENDALL RACING/LOLA T600-CHEV:
ROLET (Chuck Kendall/Jim Caok)
9th in qualifying, 17th in race

15. KALAGIAN ARDISANA/LOLA T600-
(HEVROLET  (John ~ Kalagian/John
Lloyd)

15th in qualifying, 7th in race

45. CONTE RACING/LOLA TB0O-CHEVRO-
LET (John Morton/Bob Lobenberg)
14th in qualifying, 3rd in race

67. B.E. GOODRICH/LOLA Tél4-MAZDA
(Jim Busby/Rick Knoap)

19th in qualifying, 6th in race

48. BF GOODRICH/LOLA Té15-MAZDA
IPete Halsmer/Boy Huyie}

{1th in qualifying, 5th in race
Lozano Brothers prepared
Chevrolet V8on mmﬁr
2 To00/4 with a modi-
s litre Chevrolet V8
DS equipped the

The
the 3-litre
ber 15, the Tt
fied body. A =l
engine (rom V

o ———
T600/11 number 45, the same as
at Daytona. Number 11, the
T600/6 which competed in the
1983 Miami Grand Prix in Bud-
weiser livery, had a 5-litre Chev-
rolet V8 prepared by Arias
Racing Engines. Number 05 is
the car Bruce Leven used to race
for Bayside Disposal. Equipped
with a single turbo, 3-litre

Porsche 935 engine, this T600/8
was also at Miami last year and
now belongs to Hi-Tech. B.E

Goodrich’s  T616/1 (67) and
T616/2 (68) were also at Day-
tona, and both placed well alter
only refuelling once, In the GTP
700 kg class, they used Mazda
13B twin-rotor engines, which
put out 300 bhp.
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PMarlborg

Marlboro

Driving his own
Ford-powered MI14A
shortly before his
death in a testing
accident in 1970,
Bruce McLaren was’
aman without
enemies who is still
sadly missed.
(photo: DPPI)

In 1983 the traditions
established by Bruce
McLaren are in the

Pragmatic and

ambitious, Dennis

has one ambition:
to win Grand Prix

races against all

? o :s

(photos: DPPI and

GPI file)

hands of Ron Dennis-
o

MORE THAN
A NAME...

WENTY-ONE YEARS AFTER A NEW ZEA
LANDER GAVE HI
RACING TEAM, ITS FORTUNES ARE IN THE HANDS OF TW(S) EIP?GNI'.IESITICI)AEAN ’;ﬂg

THEIR ASSOCIATES. WITH BRITISH INGENUITY

: AND GERMAN T
EIINED, THEY PLAN TO PUT NIKI LAUDA AND ALAIN PROST INTO si(rbrlr&gﬂns(r%ﬂ
RONGEST-EVER OPPOSITION IN F1. BRUCE MCLAREN WOULD HAVE BEEN PROUDEI

e T

Sunday morning in Boundary Road, Wok-
ing,eleven oclock.Inside the terraced work-
ing-class homes crowded together on the
opposite side of the road fromthe McLaren
International factory the most important
activity is the brewing of tea and the leaf-
ing-through of the Sunday papers: Chez
MeLaren, though: 15 men are pufting the

finishing fouches to @ new F1 racing car, the
en have been show-

a week for the past
day it is due fo be
be taken to Ricard

with @ scattering

Woking is @ market fown scal
f light engineernd works. I is situated
the west of Londen, far

enough away from
your car unlocked in
wander info the rece|
Qur rendezvous is wit

John Barnar , the two me

ption arec:
th Ron Dennis and
 who direct the

by Mike Doodson

racing fortunes of a feam wi
name. Evidently they are with H'::eblr :rogrlrczm
on the shop floor, so we wander downh:nl-l—s
employees’ entrance, cautiously open The
door and walk down a short corrid .
towards the sounds of human vm:lcesl Og
the shrill whine of air-powered Toanl
Maybe v{e‘l\ Zven snatch a glimpse of ;th
new car in advance of its Ri
v ce of its Ricard rendez-
No chance. Ron Dennis, waving agitated|
Ehases us out of the sanctum sanctor a
You fhould know better than fo wandelim.
here,” he shouts,and we are gestured out Jr}
Ihe.workshop and into a less sensitive crez
Hesgnx\ous, not angry. Ron Dennisis ama -
who's always been obsessed by appe: J
ances and image, a self~confess§§ uirc;
woman‘w’nem it comes to old-fashi Od
values like cleanliness, smartness, s o
and loyalty. Normally he dresses-w:ﬁec?v
culated casualness, but in his jeans ;?\c;
—_—
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chunky white fisherman's sweater - no tie -
he's relieved that we haven't brought a phc;
tographer or a camera. “Sorry about that,
he grins, “but | can'’t expect our people to
keep secrefs when they see ajournalistwan-
dering in like you just did.”
He settles down at the silent switchboard
and starts searching for the Yellow Pages.
He needs the telephone number of a local
hotel which has catered Sunday lunch for
his staffin the past. One false start (to an old
peoples’ home) and several cursgs |c'er,rhe
gets through: “lunch for fourteen... | think
you provide plates and cutlery... and you'll
deliver? Thank you very much.” John Bar-
nord appears, unshaven and slightly
unkempt, and offers a formal "good morn-
ing.” The two men stand fogether briefly
before we're invited into Johns design
office. Ron vanishes back into the factory.
Ifs time to start the promised interview, and |
dip into my pocket for my tape recorder.
First, though, lets reflect on the achieve-
ments of these two different but self-com-
plementing characters who carry on the
traditions of Bruce Mclarens team nearly
14 years after Bruce's tragic death ot Good-
wood. In an era when all but a handful of
feam owners, managers and designers are
heading into their 50s, Dennis and Barnard
are still several years off 40, When Mcla-
ren founded his team in 1963, Dennis was
only 15 years old, and it was to be onother
three years before he found himself o
mechanic on Jochen Rindf's Formula 1 Coo-
per-Maserati. As recently as 1975, Barnard
was working at the old Mclaren factory,
designing Indy car modifications under the
supervision of the team's well-established
chief designer, Gordon Coppuck.
Meanwhile, Ron Dennis had been estab-
lishing himselF asan independent F2 and F3
entrant: he was also the man whose work-

‘"NONE OF THE PRINCI-
PALS INVOLVED CAN
RECALL WHO SUGGESTED
THE MERGER BETWEEN
DENNIS AND MCLAREN

shops had done the basic preparafi

the BMW M coupés that rupcecF{)in Ihl:;rgf
car series of 1979 and 1980. His company,
Project Four, had earned o reputation if nof
for a lot of wins then certainly for immacuyl-
ate turnout, and sponsors spoke highly of
his c_affor‘ts fo give them constant return from
their investment in the form of involvement
personal and encouraging, with “their" cars
:;;131[‘3’;-";?. One of those sponsors was
By the beginning ofthe 1980season, Dennis
had set his sights on F1. He had recruited
Barnard from the widely-acclaimed Cha-
parral Indy-car project, offered him o part-
nershipin the company, and found the cash
to finance the F1 car with the help of an-
other pariner, Creighton Brown, Starting
with a blank sheet of paper, Barnard was in
rhe. enviable position of being able to
design his first F1 car without the stresses of

86

race-to-race development, and he had
taken the oppoﬂunih‘ to us.e a new mate-
rial, carbon fibre, for the entire monocogue
chassis when others had dared onlytouseit
r isolated panels.
f'fs motor raffng author Doug Nye records
in a splendid history of the marque (Mdc‘
ren, Hazleton Publishing, £12.95), the ‘mar-
riage” between the .MorIborc—sPUf"SO"‘?d
McLaren and Project Four teams Is now
shroudedin mystery. “None ofﬂwepr'nflpf?’k
involved either will or can recall who first
suggested the merger between the two
operations. It was a difficult yet extremely
sensible and practical solution fo the prob-
lem of @ great team in technical decline,
looking for a car, and an aggressively ambi-
tious newcower, painstakingly developing
an innovative new cor free of week-fo-week
calendar pressures but short of a sponsor.
The merger brought Project Four's pro-
gramme instant membership of FOCA with
all the travel-arrangement, expenses, start,
prize and bonus money odvantages accru-
ing plus access to MclLaren's Cosworth DFV
engine shop developments plus the accept-
ed experience of Team Mclaren men like
Teddy Mayer and Tyler Alexander...”
In the three years since then, McLaren Inter-
national has won six Grands Prix and, signi-
ficantly, re-established the marque’s repu-
tafion for sound engineering and impec-
cable preparation. Latterly it has done so
without Mayer and Alexander, who saw the
merger through its first 2 years leaving,on a
friendly bosis, with their shareholdings
generously fransformed into cash, at the
endof 1982. The teamisinits newBoundary
Road premises, with many new faces on the
staff of 75, and Dennis doesn'teven feel too
resentful that he's lost half @ dozen long-
serving employees fo Mayer's recently set
up Indy car team, which has ifs Brifish base
only o few minutes' drive oway. All that
remains of The team that Bruce Mclaren
established in 1963 is the name.
But in Rio de Janeiro next week the com-
pany turns over a r:)ew leaf in its career: g
new car, purpose-built for t i
TAG/Porsche}?urboVC) engm:feszf;s:;:
frend-setfing MP4-1, and the team - essen.
t'g'lzg;'::b and artisan - must confront the
hadn't ords were written we sfill
nt seen the new cor, but Barnard
;.Ls;;nfecij usthatitis “just anofher logical step
ollows the frend which we starfed of
using the airflow around the back whee{sc..
This trend, dubbed theh"coke bottle” effect
:  ne pinched-in body  sides
beh!nd the side radlutors,‘hcs already been
ﬂi’ G?}I‘lciputes that it will
al other ¢ i
a Significunflr'tset;r::sf' dh
ion in

be seen on sever
because it offers
drag (Cd) figures
Like most oth,

workshops, and fitted with i

ing, sing ren’s ow ving-groun

ng, using McLare N Moving- d

e men

quipi ett fo.muke the simulation t;" the

more authentic, To Barnard’s disgust, sev:
h , sev-

Left: John Barnard,
“father” of the latest
McLaren and Ron
Dennis’s co-director.
Right:

Tyler Alexander,
co-founder of
McLaren Racing,
who has since left
to join his friend
Teddy Mayer
(another McLaren
founder) in an
Indy-car project.
(photo: DPPI)

McLaren
International's
drivers for 1984 are
Alain Prost and
Niki Lauda, who
together form the
last link in a long
and delicate chain
between drawing
board and success.
(photo: DPPI)

eral modifications to last year's interim
TAG-engined MP4-1E could not be wind
tunnel tested because of pressure on fime,
and had to be tested under race conditions
on the car itself. “I really don't like fo work
like that,” he says: “ifit's a smallimprovement
you'll never find out anyway until you check
by using the model, because the driver can't
possibly fell you if there's been a fine aero-
dynamic improvement, or a small improve-
mentin horsepower. Small modifications like
that must be made on the basis of some
sound technical knowledge, when you are
convinced that it's better.”

When Dennis announced the association
with Porsche 2 years ago, before TAG
(Techniques d'Avant Garde) stepped in as
his commercial partner to market the
engine, he said that there would be no

‘A_DRIVER CAN'T POS-
SIBLY TELL YOU IF THE-
RE'S BEEN A FINE AERO-
DYNAMIC CHANGE OR A
SMALL IMPROVEMENT IN
HORSEPOWER'

question of running the German V6 in an
adapted, inferim car. Well, the engine (like
somany turbos) was later than expected on
delivery, and the modified MP4-] chosu's
had to be pressed info service. Barnard's
perfectionistapproach ensured thatthe car
at least looked as though it had been pur-
pose-built, but he is eager to see the MP4-2
on the frack. After all, other teams have
built as many as three completely different
new chassis in as litfle as 12 months (look at
Lotus!), but Barnard has waited over three
years for this... :
Although the new car schedule was aimed
ot getfing the MP4-2 o South Africa for the
recent tests at Kyalami, the team insists that
it is one week lafe in being presented. As
Ron Dennis says, “in a way we're delibera-
tely late. Thatmay soundsilly, butwe want fo
be sure that every detail is right on this car.
Imagine putting up @ bookshelf at home: if
yourunintoalitfle snag you y«ould probably
leave the bookshelf where it was and pro-
mise yourselfto fix it properly atsome fime in
the future. We have fixed as rnuci;n as we can
right now, before the rush sfarts!
Asked about progress with the TAG/
Porsche engine, both men take de'ep
breaths and think carefully before opening
their mouths to comment. an Dennis: it is
accurate to say that the engines are coming
through rather slowly from the factory.
Hopefully thisis for the right reasens, rpsofar
as we're Irying fo start with a befter 'pack-
age'in the form ofecanomy and power fora
given fuel consumption than we would h?ve
been prepared to accept 1 month ago.
From Barnards point of view, however, the
discontent goes rather deeper than N-lut To
begin with he’s no lover of turbos (“these
nasty things thathave been allowed fo come
along and ruin Formula 1 racing”), and
secondly be was not at all happy to be
——
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obliged to start racing a turbo engine
before it had been more extensively tested.
“From the point of view of our engineering
staff it was a waste of time fo have to make
an inferim car: | feel sure we would h“‘fe
finished higher in the chompionship if we'd
carried on running the Cosworth car.
Nor does Barnard believe that the team
benefited greatly from taking the engine fo
the races and being forced to develop it
there. You don't have to go to @ Grand Prix
fo find out that the engine refuses to start,
and to look foolish in front of thousands of
eople in the pit lane...”
ﬁ’f\os’:f) of the p}:ob’ems associated wifh the
Porsche-designed engine have been in the
electronic engine management syster
developed for it by Bosch, the company
whose electronics worked so well in 1983
for Brabham, BMW and Nelson Piquet. But
the all-electronic Bosch Motronic MS3 sys-
tem on the V6 is different from the mixed
electronic/mechanical system on the BMW
four-cylindre. “When the engine was first
about to be fitted in our car | wanted
mechanical fuel injection, because it was
something that Porsche knew inside out. It
would hove been great for me, from the
chassis side, to be able fo run an engine and
fo get the car sorted out. But Bosch stepped
in and... well, they wanted electronic from
the word 'go’ - and it really wasn't quite
ready, not then.”
The TAG/Porsche-engined car first ran
(and raced) at Zandvoort, where it was
competitive with Ferrari and Renault on fop
speed until Niki Lauda withdrew from the
race with brake ‘problems. For the next
race, at Monza, both drivers had TAG tur-
bos, and at the South Africa GP it was a
story of “good news and bad news” with
Lauda qudlifying reasonably well. Mean-
while Watson seemed to spend most of his
time sitting in the pit lane as sweating Ger-
man engineers fought unsuccessfully to
coax his engine into [ife.
The Kyalami race was Very encouraging
for Lauda, who fought his way up to 2nd
place behind Patrese with ten laps fo go,
only fo be letdown five laps later by the fail-
ure of a voltage regulator. It seems that it
was a standard road-car part, mounted on
the chassis, which failed due fo fhe unusual
conditions of heat and vibration,
“I don't think that all the problems are out of
the engine by any means,” says a cautious
Barnard. “But | do think that the Bragzi| test
= which was a real fiasco - forced Bosch fo
look at things which they had assumed, in
their German style, could not be aproblem,
It is one of the litfle differences the
approach to racing between us and them:
when you've been in racing long enough,
you don't take anything of face value,
because the most ridiculous things can turn
round andbife you... After Brazil, everything
had fo be re-examined in detail, The (later)
Ricard fest was OK, although we had some
mechanical problems, basic pieces break-
ing in the engine because, | suspect, they
were inferior pieces that had fo pe fitted
because there weren't enough of the right
parts available of the right fime.”
Both Barnard and Dennis have an aftifude
towards 1984 that can only be described as

g8

“constructive optimism,” hope based f;
experience and knowledge. For exulmsve,
despite the evidence of recent explo i
driver combinations (Jones andAReulemo '
of Williams in 81, Pironi and V{lieneuve o
Ferrari in the first few races of '82), Denm;
sees no reason why Louda and Prcls|
shouldn't work together um\(ob\y cm_:l wel
“If the combination doesn’t work,” he insists,
“it won't be the fault of either of the dnver’s, it
will be a weakness in the management.
Dennis clearly regrets the note of scandal-
ised resentment that the British Press has
taken towards the firing of John Watson
from the team at the end of last year. It was,
heinsists, ajoint decision between Marlboro
and Mclaren: “any sponsor has a vested

Bruce McLaren. (photo DPPI)

interest in who drives the cars he sponsors,
but if's the team’s responsibilify fo win races,
That's why Mclaren Internafional exists, fo
winraces, and if that position is enhanced by
achange of driver, then that opportunity has
fo be considered. One of the factors
involved was financial, and this was g sup-
Ply-and-demand sifuation. | think thot John
was mentally prepared for o profracted
financial negofiation over the winter months,
and he wasn'tin o position fo respond fo the
setof circumstances thot existed within o few
days after the South Africa GP*

Buf_ was Prost available, one asks, at a bar-
gain price because held gof o pocket full of
Renau!t’s redundancy money? ‘] think Algin
s earning fthe going rate for o fop-notch F1
driver,” says Dennis, guardedly,

Money is a subject on which Dennis js
qlwuy_s reluctant o talk, Nevertheless, his
ﬁné:mclcﬂ DHOIFS‘ are evidenllp in apple-pie
oraer; and he is proud of the company's
ability to know its financial position at any
given moment. All the accounting s
handled by an extremely sophisticated
computer/word Processing system, and the
fompany’s accountant, Boh, llman, was
Promoted fo the board of directors o year

ago.
Talking to the BEC af the be

inni
vear, Dennis said that his 19 53 b of last

83 b“dgef was

“a little over four million pounds” |, View of
the fact that the TAG turbo engines hme?
be bought and serviced in exgu;y'hES“ o
way as if they were Cosworth engines ”E;
belong to the team, cne may safely egtim.
ate that this year's costs will be appre
higher. “It's a little early to say exact)
much more,” he says, “but | know that we
have enough to do the job, so if gl
successful it won't be through fack o
finances.”

This is remarkable, especially when one i
reminded that McLaren’s direct British rivals
Brabham and Williams, both receive their
engines free of charge from BMvy and
Honda, probably with a budget contriby-
tion from the maker as an added “sweeten-
er.” If the TAG turbo project is to succeed, jf
must be commercially successful, gng
McLaren International - a partner with
TAG's Mansour Ojieh in the project - has o
vested interest in that success. On possible
sales of the V6 engine Dennis comments
that “a lotis happening - and there's bet-
ter than 50/50 chance that it will be sold for
use in a helicopter.” Significantly, even if the
engine were to be made available for sqle
to another F1team, which at present would
not be possible, it would be too expensive
for the likes of Ken Tyrrell, who says that he
has investigated the possibility.
Visiting the McLaren factory on a Sunday,
even so close fo the completion of the new
car,enabled us to see a side of Barnard and
Dennis that has not emerged until now.
Dedicated as they are o their work, and to
winning races, neither man is so devoted fo
racing that he will allow it to dominate his
life in the long run. Barnard, married with
two young daughters, has recently moved
from a comfortable modern house toanold
one that he plans to convert. It is only 6
minutes drive from Boundary Road, and he
insists on going home for lunch every day.
Dennis, unmarried, lives in a light, airy

Cinb[y
) flow

. modern house which is equally close to

the factory. Although he devotes himself 24
hours a day to his company, and is con-
stantly aware of his responsibilities as an
employer, he says that at some stage in the
next 10 years (“but more likely in the next
five’) he will take a complete break from
racing in order fo buy a boat and spend a
year afloat somewhere in the sunshine. As
Barnard says, “basically motor racing is @
rotten life which leaves you very liftle time for
riends,”
Strangely, that is a reminder of the founda-
tion of McLaren Racing 21 years ago: four
friends, Bruce Mclaren, the American
lawyer Teddy Mayer whose brother Timmy
had driven with Bruce at Coopers, an
American engineer Tyler Alexander, wit
Kiwi journalist Eoin Young bringing in sor'ﬂfi
financial flair (he had, after all, worke
riefly in a bankl). In those days there was
time for friendship, whereas foday if’s Plan_
ning and the constant search for cash, per
fection and success. in
Perhaps one day, with John Barnard t_J'JSYn_
his vegetable garden and Ron Dennis sU
ning himself on his yacht, someone will min
about the “good old days” ohuf_begcﬂ =
1981, just as they do now of the time whe
ruce Mclaren started his company-«
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RENAULT RE50

TECHNICAL EYE

AVING JUST FAILED TO TAKE ALAIN PROST TO THE 1983 DRIVERS'
“ & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE, THE MEN AT RENAULT REDOUBLED
THEIR EFFORTS. AND THE REGIE'S TURNAROUND TIME HAS BEEN ASTON-
ISHINGLY SHORT. THERE'S A NEW CHASSIS, PLUS THE LATEST EF4 ENGINE,
A SPIN-OFF FROM THE OLDER EFl V& MOTOR. THE OUTLOOK IS PROMIS.
ING. TO BEGIN WITH, THE RES0 SET THE FASTEST TIME IN JANUARY’S
PRACTICE IN RIO. IN ADDITION, LATER TESTS CONFIRMED THESE RESULTS.

by Giorgio Piola _— -

|

JI: | L The nose, particularly wide, is of carbon
a 4 fibre. It is designed to protect the driver in

o the event of a head-on accident. Indeed,

l | crash tests carried out by Renault have

satisfactorily demonstrated its efficiency.

2. Removable body panel to permit access

to brake fluid master-cylinders.

3. Front access port to pedal assembly.

4. The is designed to fi

i | with an hydraulic ride-height corrector.

it | This system was frequently tested last sea-

| son on the RE40, but has never been raced.

l‘ . 5. Carbon fibre monocoque tub, Following

T a principle first used by ATS in 1983, and

b since adopted by Ferrari, the body shell

Sfor body k once it is

6.Brembo radially-vented disc brake. Each

disc is equipped with a single caliper.

7 Sidgpod’rndiutor/imercoohrfmal:ef.l’w

;zghctor. They are muchshorterthan onthe
40.

8. Fuel tank. It holds 220 litres, in accor-

dance with the new-for-84 capacity ruling.

9. Upper bodywork, serving as a headrest,

and covering the top of the fuel tank where

the fuel filler is located.

10. Shortening of the sidepods was pos-

sible thanks to a new arrangement of the
diators and the int, I

1. Lateral cooling assembly made up of the

water-cooling radiator on the outside and

the oil cooler on the inside.

12. The intercooler system, which was an-

Mm&&fﬂ.hmurﬂcﬂﬂymow

90

A " ....aftbeg;‘ *Monace"
5 ult ng

ine, the 1.5-litre Rend! linder heads.
has completely "Mul ?Mhalb““

Since mid-1983 the ¥ hinwalliron
mnwﬁw*‘"‘“‘“’ =

casting. de-
14. -n:-bocm"' air intakes. also rel
signed. , or ﬁ"““;
15. German KKK “Garﬂf model. New

height corrector system connected to the

20. Hydraulic fluid reservoir for the ride-

suspension.

2. Main engine-exh pipe. It exhaust
through the lower, rear bodywork of the ﬂ"f‘
This configuration was used in severa
races on the RE40, and has also been

loyed by Lotus. H the principle
is now different because there is just one
i i of three exh ctors oneach
side of the engine.
22. Turbock:

g P
23. The four exhaust pipes, that is, two for
ﬂleenghemdlmojorﬁeumgu.ul.
dump at the rear of the underbody into
upward curving flow “tunnels’, the shapes
of which were studied in a wind tunnel.

There is also a curved flow “tunnel” be-

::tcn the two exhaust channels.
25, Small airflow deflectors situated
ahead of the rear wheels. 5
2. d.hn;l;upward-. t.m:way.ﬂu
angkm' all the way to the end of the rear

ings. Its design maximises the ground ef-
Ject created by hot exhaust flots:
27. Lateral air intake for the turbocharger.

between the underbody
28. Bolting p:;‘-m e

% to protect the under-
29. Am:::; _fmmmd. e

= sections. It was
30. Rear wing in three o
replaced “‘,w Jin.h-mh I wingl cx:yu-
sions.

lled-flow air intakes on the
3], Costro for purposes of

upper

engine cooling.
32, Infegral engine auil sidapad. cones
assembly.

N



HE WILLIAMS FW09-HONDA IS

g
iw

ENCE NOWADAYS FOR CARBON FIERE

1 High-profile blunt nose. Williams aerody.
namicist Frank Dernie worked out its shape
in the team’s own wind tunnel ar Didcote.
Thisnose is llnihranthmnnuuhuh
driven by dohn Paul Jr on CART circuits last
season. The Penske was modified by Wii-
liams as well.

2. Carbon fibre front wings,

3. Pull-rod front suspension. A tierod links
the upper wishbone assembly to the lower
end of the shock absorber inside the tub,
4. Bax-type chassis of classical design. It is
made up of alumini alloy di
panels. .
- 1 Water-cooling radiators, angled, and
placed in the sidepods.

ype

DOESN'T MEAN, ACCORDING TO HEAD,

———— by Giorgio Piola

THE BRAINCHILD OF THE BRITHSH ENGI-

NEER PATRICK HEAD, WHO BASED THE NEW TURBOCAR ON THE WILLIAMS
FW0B-COSWORTH. LIKE ITS PREDECESSOR, THIS APPROACH TO FORMULA 1
ALSO USES AN ALUMINIUM-ALLOY MONOCOQUE DESIGN. HOWEVER, WHEN THE
CAR MADE ITS DEBUT AT THE 1983 SOUTH AFRICAN GRAND PRIX, THIS CON-
STRUCTION TECHNIQUE WAS ALREADY WELL ON ITS WAY OUT, DUE TO A PREFER-

AND KELVAR CONSTRUCTIONS. BUT THAT
THAT HIS CAR IS ANY LESS RIGID.

1. Waste-gate pop off valve for the turbo-
charger sysiem,

2.7 er airintakes for the 1.5 litre
Honda V6 RA 163-E engine.

;_3;“1”&40- systems. There is one for eack
linder bank of the engine, and timing
entirely electronic. 5
14, Electronic lgn.lrion-lh-iug complexes.
15. £ ically d fuel inj,
16. Rear suspension identical 1o 1

hat on the
fWﬂ;Cuu;artthoc& absorbers are posi.

vertically, one h

”ﬂm : on each side of the

17. g,
R T e Dt

larger version,
6. Hitachi-Honda electronic “blackboxlts  “inglet” extensions, was tried. |
are secret. 18. Exhaust pipes. The

7. Carbon fibre lateral reinforcement  frue exhaust, the one ""T‘:‘:e“:‘r!:::e

panels for fuel tank. waste-gate spillw, o

8. Turbo intercooler system. 19, The engine cover differs in some res.

9.%&“&:*&-'" coupled with pects from the original design, This iy

& because the mock.

the water-cooling radiator. H, “p engine supplied

10. 4. de Thiturbocharger. Since  denpe 1 ':é'“"!}:'-n: of the FWog
‘s tests in Rio, Ihisreplace the tradi. ; ont ey cventual race
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DE _I?OLICE Ir

Proud times in the
rughby strip of the
Racing Club of
Vichy. A manly
figure. (photo: Guy
Ligier’s private
collection)

Efﬁ of Guy Ligier's
e ‘voituretie’
;"nabo“‘s have
found homes with
f e Vichy police
‘o"f:e' Now he's
"’ymg to sell them
‘0 the post office
t0. (photo: Eric
argiolu / DPPI)

. HE f

. ok OSI:EELI'II)II;(ERL%U CAN'T FORGET ABOUT GUY LIGIER IS HIS NO

s i, i ot s o

s RE EL

‘E';i!rl ::chgl[l:w |A:lD HE STILL CLEARLY RECALLS A TIME WH(EJSU}E?T%:DL‘:;%N

o TED TO PULL ON A BLUE SHIRT AND TURN OUT AT TWI :

- AINST ENGLAND FOR THE FRENCH XV. IT NEVER QUITE HAPPENEDCKEN-
E AIMS TO MAKE HIS NAME AS THE ENTRANT OF RACING CARS INS:IIEIASI?

e 2 .3
by Xavier Chimits

hursday morning in Vichy,an  He was seven years old when his fathe:
s ), d T, a

On a quiet T
icy March wind blows wickedly as Guyligi-  cottle farmer near Vichy, passed aw
his face fired and the time he was 13 he was an Gs:r:z,t_ﬁy
+ ce

er stumps along with me,
drawn. Formula 1 has just robbed him of
another night’s sleep: for he's seen the day
dawn greyly over his racing workshop. He's
been in the thick of things as his mechanics
strugglefosortoufd problem of suspension
stress factars. The 1984 season has not
exactly got under way encoumgingly, or
turbo technology isn't something that can

be acquired overnight:
“We're going fo have & few problems 0 the
first few races, that's for suré.” he admifs-

“We underesnmamd some of the things that
o with the exira

0. We really should have
nning atthe end
d Williams did

butcher. Anyone who was around just thi
scon after the war was over, will rememtf:’
The Lligier Gang. A group of lads wh-;
>har§d a common taste for parties, comra-
deship and fough sports In the summer it
was rowing, rugger in the winterfime. “Tak-
ing part in competitive sports makes o man
of you,” he says. “You learn to be frank, sin-
cere and honest. On the other hand, s Z,rf
doesn't shake o youngster out of his ;n:o -
ance. Indusfry and business, money ccd
estimates, they're dll @ different cﬁg
Switching from sporf fo business ’sr;”
easy
At the age of 16 he was a French national
rowing champion, in the doubles (the ro\:J
ing experts will understand). At 2\2 he w s
playing for the French B team at ru ‘D-S
hooking for all he was worth in the migu‘r
of the pack. It's the most exposed pos vc 3
on the field. Never show any signs of w;:kn
-

ower of @ turao-
had ene of these engines ™V
of last year, I o Mclaren an
Oh well, that's life.” _
That' life. A expression which he often
makes and oné which sums up_hu philo-

sophy- And he 159 phlloicpher. Guy-

he's nof in @ rowering roge:
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ness. But it was to cost him his life’s ambition,
a place on the A team and a cap for his
country. “The A and B feams used fo play
each other regularly. | was always marked
by the some player, Pascallin, a real scrap-
per. Every time he used to losh out viciously.
The Federation ended up by banning him
from the game...”

The following season, when the awful Pos-
callin had finally disoppeared from the
French XV, Ligier wasn't selected to take his
place. He wos so disappointed that he
packed up playing rugby and decided to
take up motorcycle racing. Riding a 500 cc
Norton he was a regular member of the
Continental Circus, competing against the
likes of John Surtees.

“After that | switched to cars. It all got off on
the wrong foot, though. | bought an Elva for
Formula Junior, fo race in what wos then the
equivalent of Formula 3. If was (Gérard)
Crombac who advised me fo buy it” he
recalls of his first encounter with the man
who now edits France's leading motorsport
monthly. “/ think he must have been in
cahoots with the bloody Englishman who
stitched me up with the deal..

*l never managed to do more than three
conseculive Japs in that thing. | was so
dishearfened that! took up hillclmbing. That
wasmuch better. And | happened to meet Jo
Schlesser...”

Jo Schlesser, alas, was to perish in the
flames of a hideous accident at Rouen in
1968, during the first few laps of the French
GP. It was his first-ever Fl race, it was raining
hard, and the air-cooled Honda he was
driving was known to be under-developed.
In case anyone doesn't know, the “J5 in the
type-number of every Ligier cor is Guy's fri-
bute to his friend. When you go inside the
reception area of the Ligier factory ot
Abrest,near Vichy, the firstthing you seeisa
huge photo on the wall, Jo and Guy toge-
ther, perched on their Ford GT40 sports car
at Rheims in 1967. They're holding their
hands high fo celebrate what was to be
their,greatest victory, in the classic 12 Hour
race for sporfs-prototypes...

‘We made a fontastic team together.
Anyane who wanted fo beat us would have
had to work pretty hard. Believe youme,ing
12 or 24 hour race you would never catchus
out. One year before Jo, | lost another
friend, Pierre Coulon... Two mates, two
really super blokeswith whom | spentmostof
my time.”

Ofthe Ligier Gang, Pierre Coulon had been
the oldest. Like Ligier he had rowed ond
played rugby football, During the war he
had qf?edl to ffoin the Résistance, There
werent a lot of people like hi

Vichy at that ﬁmei i i
Then, in 1947, Coulon got himself elected
mayor of Vichy, under the Gaullist colours.
He went on to become a député (French
MP). When Guy Ligier started up in the
construction business, in 1957, it had been
Pierre Coulon who gave him a hand.

The beginnings of the business were dis-
finctly small-time. | was doing sub-contract
wa!*, digging frenches for o company who
me by the yard, using a mechanical
ger and o bulldozer which they loaned
me in exchange for something knocked off

9%

)
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LIGIER %05

> T

It’s no secret that
the initial tests of
the Renault-
engined JS23
turbocar have been
inconclusive. Since
then a lot of work
has been done at
Vichy, under the
boss’s watchful eye-
{photos: Eric
Vargiolu / DPPI
and Malcolm
Bryan)

the price Duri
. 1n, i

frenches and !heg i Sl s

rain pipes, At nCiUf,:frFUUOFS Wi b
o] aht [ filled in the holes
Having the city

. mayor as one of

ozwously helped. And vy LE;;‘:::;[:S.\tef
zuztl sLarfted o expand enormou:Ty
e Y- Before very long the former but-
& ©rs apprentica was the town's number

ner employer' and France's second-largest
motorway builder. That's what enabled him
to go Fi racing in 196,

3. No ar
though: he was g 5 gument,
i elf-
amateur, confessed complete

“We did it for fun. | had ust one mechani
Roggr Dubout. He s still working for me he:;
in Vichy.| had a Cooper-Maserafi, Yot ano-
ther appalling choice. The chassis twisted
unless it was raining. In 1967 I bought a
Bl:obﬁam»Repca. It was a bit betfer, but |
didn'tgetany help from (Jack) Brabham, He
promised fo let me have some spares, buthe
just slung a set of springs in the car. They
were the wrong ones, too... In 12 races with
the car, though, I collected one world cham-
pionship point. Not bad, eh#”

On the other hand there was a nasty aecid-
ent at the Niirburgring, in 1966. *I went off
the road in the quick right-hander behind
the stands. The pine trees were sliced off 20
feetfrom the ground. | had 47 different frac-
fures. My body was smashed: broken arms,
legs, knees and neck. | only justmanaged'fo
avoid losing @ leg. It was Crombac who got
me out of the hospital. He owed me after that
stunt with the Elva. The docfors were waiting
to see if there was gangrene in the leg.
When Jabby (Crombac) rrans_fured what
they were felling me | begged himfo germel
out. Ifanybady wasgoing fo cutoff my fe%
wanted fo lose it at hame. He argarl;u}?d f :
whole thing and | wos P:“"k‘fm';} ‘;;ﬁ,,_’
coveredin plaster and choc P

'?l:se; death of Jo Schlesser effectively _ended
Ligier's own driving career, He qc;osuc:fn:ez

ced one of his own cars, but hishea i
;c;ver in it. He missed his friend. “If Jo hot

ived he wauld be my parinet here, :gcci;;
We had so many p;fruns.;fn :;.:'ynﬂ; e
s possible, of course, an<
fgﬁiﬁngisﬁess‘ The idea ofaligier fearun
:i st came up in these dlSCUSSlOngJ r:::- ol
rh we were folking about the " A
Ligir buckled down alone. Oﬂ:l: ny‘I e
_qoing sporfs €ah e
cnzﬂidd gc?il?l?e Pgris Show. The car-many
u r

| igier company had @
faciuring'sld‘e of the Ligier coasli;he Y730l
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He roars with laughter, os though he was
thumbing his nose at his desfiny. In fact, fate
I‘!ud another disaster in store for him: the
financial collapse of his construction busi-
ness. It had built up to be a tidy earner, with
1100 employees and a turnover of around
£10 million at current values. When you're
building motorways under a contract with
the government, you must surely have
friends in high places. In Fronce that goes
without saying. Pierre Coulon was equally
well aware of if, which goes some of the

‘IN A 12 HOUR RACE JO

SCHLESSER AND | WERE A

FANTASTIC TEAM’

way towards explaining the success of
Ligier’s business. Guy was happy just fo
carry on with his work.
That was a mistake. In 1974 the French
government decided to privotise the
financing of all motorway construction. The
banks promptly pulled the plug, to the dis-
may of all except a smallnumber of careful-
ly-chosen building companies. Ligier was
left out in the cold.
As Ligier himself recalls, ‘my company had
expanded foo fast, | allowed myself to gef
pulled under. | should have started taking
work in Africa. | had made myself vulnerable
by concentrating the business in one place.
Within three months it all ground fo a halt.
But it was going great at one lime, earning
big money. We had men, machinery and
know-how. | would have been prepared fo
sell outliterally for tuppence rather than go
info liquidation. The engineering team that |
had put fegether and the 400 guys who
drove the earthmavers went off to work for
rival companies. And that was that...”
Fartunately there was the F1 team fo help
dissipate the bitter feelings. On two separ-
ate occasions,in 1979 and 1980, Ligier's cars
dominated the championship. But Guy has
never been blessed with a world fitle. As he
admits, he wasn't tough enough, or expe-
rienced or sufficiently vigilant. The glhunce
with the Peugeot-Talbot group in 1981
should have enabled him to get over the
final hurdle. But Ligier found himself a vir-
\ual hostage in a conflict which had nothing
to do with him: Matra had decided to make
delivery of their new V6 turbo engine con-
difional on concessions from Peugeot over
the sales of the Matra Bughe'ero and
Rancho road cars. ‘At Monza in 1982 |
learned on the same affernoon that Peugeot
was pulling outand Laffite was going to Wil-
liams. Nice, huh# That really made my
?I?: winter break was prefty dramatic, foo.
As a French sports writer wrote at fhelﬂme,
‘nobody shut the door in his face. But it was
worse, Once again he was left all on his
g;"r-his season, however, things look much
healthier. Loto, a government-backed lof-
tery, is providing most of the cash, and
Ren::ulnhe engines. That set tongues wag-
ging. ‘Itis. indeed frue that | have a friend
who happens fo be Pr_esrd_enf of France. |
have known Francois Mitterrand for over 2Q
years. He was president of the local council
-
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‘| PREFER NOT TO LOOK

BACK TOO CLOSELY OVER

THE PAST 53 YEARS'

at Niévre when they agreed to pay for the
resurfacing of the Magny-Cours circuit. My
company waos doing Fh.e work. The most
important thing to me is the worth of a man. |
do not conceal the fact that | voted for Mit-
terrand last time, and | shall do so ogain if |
ef o chance

gﬁm do you seriously wish fo tell me that Pre-
sident Mitterrand would actually telephone
the president of Loto to order him to help me
outin racing? ['ve been negotiating with Loto
now for six years. Renaulf? On the same day
that | heard about Peugeot [ went off to see
Bernard Hanon (of Renault) to ask him if he
would supply turbo engines to me Imme-
diately he said Yes, in principle. If people like
to go around claiming that Francois Mitter-
rand made sure that | got some help, let
them...” )
When Ligier decided, in turn, fo say Gcoq‘f
bye to Jean-Pierre Jarier atthe end of 1983,
it was not @ popular decision at Vichy. ‘The
trouble with Jean-Pierre, and it's part of his
nature, is that he always pufs up with the
equipment that he's been given. He uses his
ability o drive around a problem instead of
getting it sorted out by the engineers. If's the
wrong way fo go. That's his problem, noth-
ing else, and be careful because he's exfre-
mely quick. [ love Jean-Pierre, he's a lovely
bloke. But | don't go Fl racing for the sheer
fun of it. | have fo win, if's essential. Jarier's
accident atLong Beach was a racing shunt. If
happens. But | won't let a driver get away
with felling things that didn't reclly happen.
Now Andrea (de Cesaris), he's never safis-
fied. When he gets outof the car he could go
on about it all night. If he hadn't been avoil-
able | would have gotReutemann, we nearly
did a deal, because | wanted a driver who
could help us to make progress.”

The decision to take on Francois Hesnault
has raised some talk of the French F3 dri-
verslack of maturity. “Since we don't qualify
for the FOCA fravel concessions this year |
am delighted to have Francois with us,
because we have been able to make alfer-
naotive fravel arrangements through the
international freight shipping company
which belangs to his family. But that wasn't
the factor that made up my mind. The ‘84
season is going fo be difficult for us because
we've gotto getused fo being aturba feam, |
couldn't offer equal terms fo both drivers, so
my choice for o number 2 was fo take on o
young Frenchman and give him a chance”
This is the Ligier who waits for the start of a
season that he knows is vitally important to
him and his team. He has enough money
available fo be able to match whatever the
opposition does. Once a violent opponent
of turbos and a loyal FOCA member, now
his tone is modified. “Technically I have nev-
er been anti-furbo. But | have always spo-
ken out against the price escalation that's
been going on in F1. There are now two dis-
linctfypes of Fl team: those who gettheir tur-
bos free of charge, and the others. I'm wor-
ried that F1 is on the path to destruction.
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That's why I've brancned out info CART;(J;—
ing. In ferms of straightforward compefition,
CART costs a fifth of the price of F1 }
With the arrival of the Loto coiour'S,ﬁ\Fe L[ugr
ers are a noticeably darker shade of b L;e.
It's yet onother reminder ofthedarkdayshe
hopes to leave behind. The happy )'F‘C‘IF;
were the ones with Jacques Lgff\?e nnﬁ:.
Geérard Ducarouge at his side. ‘I honestly
believe that Laffite will be back with us omf
doy. Not necessarily as a driver, fhou'g:‘_
Ducorouge is @ much more complicoted
matfer. He's really earned his stripes now.
He was always the team boss at Matra, bu:
now he's also one of the most gifted F
it for him to do
g team. He
o do it. In the circumstances

y stay with Lotus

designers. The only thing

now s
obviously wants fo dt
| doubt whether he'll wa
very much longer. Butif he
suspect that we Ji
each ofhers foes. it

situat

Followed, need | add
Ligier is also a

The group prod
kno! vn above al

the “voiturettes’, little
ch Guy is France's lar-
tory employs
cture. Yet again,
n o set-back: his

270 peoplein

though, the
major dit
wenf tits up,
let. “That was
nard Honon a
outlefs on R
that all’'s we
While he r

tween Renaulf and Ligier.”
verall controll of the Ligi-
er group, Guy expects to hand over even-
tually to his son, Philippe. 1 also hope that
he'll want fo carry on the Ligier name in rac-
ing.” Good grief, does that mean that Guy
Ligier may allow himself to be put out to
grass? “Not on your life. | always want to
struggle and to win. That's how | see all forms
of sport. Being safisfied just fo have faken
part is not my way. Personally, | can't abide
the thought of being beaten. I'm sure thatI've
been hardened by the past couple of sea-
sons. That's my way. People have fun with me
because of my sudden bursts of femper and
fantrum, but I'm convinced thot if we can do
as well as we did in the good old days, then
I'll start to be good-humoured all over
again.
‘I live my life of a very competitive pace.
That's why | never bother fo look over my
shoulder. In one way, that'sgood. | prefer not
fo look back too closely over the past
53 years and all the troubles I've had,
because if | ever thought things wouldn't
improve there would be no point af all in
carrying on.”
A last gale of laughter and he's off back to
the workshops. The monk-live tonsure, the
strong back and broad shoulders, the
widely spread nose: he's unmistakeable, He
grumbles about the civil servants’ strike
which hns' cutoffthe electricity supply tothe
factory since the morning. His trajectory
has always been o dotted line. But deep
down | don't believe he would have wanted
it any other way. For Ligier was born to suc-
ceed in moments that alternate with strife...
and with hoots of happy laughter. O

Vichy's Olympic-
size rowing lake
was completed in
the early 60s by
Guy Ligier's own
company, It was an
inspired idea from
a mayor who
wanted his city to
be known for
something other
than its bottled
water, Pierre
Coulon. (photos:
Eric Vargiolu /
DPPI)




UNFAIR

Watson, Jarier, Giaco-
melli, Guerrero, Johans-
son: this year there
seems to be a long list of
drivers who aren’t in Fl
when that’s where they
ought to be. In their
places, though, who do
we see? Alliot, Hesnault,
Brundle and Fabi making
a comeback, etc. I'm not
so stupid as to imagine
that talent is the only cri-
terion [or getting an Fl
drive, but I think that
unfairness on this sort of
scale detracts from the
credibility of Fl

Catherine Lafforgue, 75014,

Paris, France.

Sullivan left FI racing
because he had a berter
offer ar home in America,
and we il!f\f reason o
believe that Watson would
be racing with Lotus this
year if he hadn't priced
himself out of the market.
Also, it's encouraging to
reflect that a promotable
young driver like Senna or
Brundle can still graduate
to FI without having to
bring a bunch of money
with him.
Meanwhile there is no
solid proof - yer - that the
newcomers don't deservea
place in GP racing, even if
some of them have an
unfair advantage in the
shape of a friendly spon-
sor. Don't forget that Niki
Lauda had a sponsor. And
what about Elio de Angelis
and his wealthy father?
Obviously it’s tough that
Wattie and the others
don't have Fi cars this
year, but we have to face
reality. The situation isn’t
as scandalous as all that,
and at least it looks as
though the ‘“exiles” will
Jind agood home in CART
racing. Who knows, some
of them might find they're
invited back, just like Teo
Fabi was. And with so
many Fi men in Indy cars
thisyearyou may find that
itmakes the American rac-
ing allthe more interesting
to you,

OBJECTIVITY
SUFFERING?

Congratulations on the
F1 Guide which you pub-
lished in your last edi-
tion. There are two com-
ments which [ would like
to make. First, you seem
1o have made a few mis-
takes about the drivers,
which is a bil annoying
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when vou want to keep
the guide for the whole
season. Secondly, I
didn’t enjoy your assess-
ment of the teams. Some
of them seemed to lack
any objectivity, notably
Ligier, Renault and Fer-
rari. 1 got the distinct
impression that you pref-
er the British teams,
whichisnotmy cupoftea
at all.,

Congratulations all the
same, concentrate on F1,
and long live GPIL.
Philippe Dubois,

33000 Bordeaux, France.

PS. Why didn’t you make
the F1 Guide a pull-out
supplement? That would
have been a lot easier to
handle,

FISA’s afficial closing day
SorFlentrieswas February
28. Yet at the time of writ-
ing, two weeks flater, Ken
Torrell still hasn't nomi-
nated his second driver...
Naturally, we were phon-
ing constantly for lasi-
minute confirmation of
the second Brabham driy-
er (ask Bernie Eccles-
tonel). At the moment
there are only two mis-
takes (touch wood) in our
list: Palmer, who will be
racing with RAM instead
of Tirrell, and Ballabio,
who hasn't been given a
Super-licence. Not bad
under the circumstances...
Infact the team round-ups
werewritten by an English-
man (our Editor). If they'd
been written by a French
memberof the staff, I sup-
pose that the English-
speaking readers would
have complained about
the bias rowards the

Joreign teams.

We promised readers a
mixture of facts, opinions
and fun with all the his-
torical marerial in the
Guide. Under the circum-
Stances, how else would
YOu expect us to express
our personal opinions?
Putting the Guide in the
middle of the magazine?
We quite agree that it
would have been animpro-
vement, unfortunately our
schedules made it impos-
sible. We'll trv harder next
time. Happy reading-

LE DAKAR 1984
Yann Arthus-Bertrand ond
Jean-Luc Roy

Editions Hachette

75 bvd St-Germain, 75006
Paris, France

ISBN 2 85108 347 3

Price: 110 FF
Thisisasort ofhandbook
of the 1984 “Dakar,” pub-
lished at enormous speed
within ten days of the fin-
ish. Some effort! Unfor-
tunately, this means that
the quality of the work is
not particularly high.
The cover is a mess, the
colour photos are not
always very interesting
and many of them have
been poorly selected.
There are several pages
wasted on postage stamp-
sized portraits of every
one of the competitors,
taken in Paris just before
the start.., Nevertheless,
a [aithful record of the
eventatan extremely fair
price.

One ), hoping for better
in 1985,

F1/'83

Gianni Cancellieri and Paolo
Facchinetti

| Libri Sprint

via dell'Industria 6

40068 Son Lozzoro (B0)
Italy

No ISBN Number

Price: €4

hard-backed

This is a

1983 “round-up” edition
of the famous Italian
weekly motorsports
magazine Autosprint
Strangely, the layout

doesn’t have the same
whizz-bang quality ofthe
magazine, but they don’t
let a bit of fuzziness pre-
vent them from using
sensational colour shots
over two pages. Apart
from a rather thin profile
of Nelson Piquet there
isn’t much text (which
will make it more attrac-
tive to English readers)
and there’s a nice section
on the 1983 Fl teams.
Two 3, due to the modest
price.

THIERRY SABINE

S

PARIS-DAKAR
Thierry Sabine and Isabelle
Bich

Editions du Chéne

75 bvd St-Germain, 75006
Paris, France

ISBN: 2 85108 334 1

Price: 240 FF

Don'tlet the fact that this
book has an all-French
text put you off, because
1ts great strength is the
outstandingly high qual-
ity of photography, both
monochrome and col-
our. Nootherpublication
has come within a mile of
revealing the truly heroic
nature of the great North
African adventure, Sab-
m_e,ul'cnursc‘islhc Orga-
niserand promoter of the
event: his writing has a
nice degree of sincerity
qnd even  poignancy.
bgmc of the photos are a
bit grainy and it took
1l months to get the book
nto print, but (like the
rally) it turned out to be
well worth the effort...
Twu ), an adventure in
itself.

WHAT’S ON

23/25 MARCH 1984
BRAZILIAN
GRAND PRIX,
JACAREPAGUA,
RIO

Enquiries to: Internationg|
Promations,

Rua Prof. Arthur Ramos 183
(10th floor),

01454 Sao Pavlo, Brazil
tel: (11) 813 5775
Untimed practice on
Friday and Saturday,
10:00 to 11:30 and timed
qualifying from

13:00 to 14:00.

Sunday morning warm-
up 09:00 to 09:30.

Race starts at 13:00

on Sunday,

Entry prices: open
stands $4 (US) Friday,
S8 Saturday and between
$18 and S34 Sunday.
Covered stands:

S5 Friday, $13 Saturday
and between $39 and
$53 Sunday. All-in three-
day tickets between S83
and $163

MARCH 30/APRIL 1

LONG BEACH CART
Long Beach Grand Prix,
110 West Ocean Boulevard
Suite A,

Long  Beach,
90802.

tel: (213) 437 0341
Untimed practice on
Friday and Saturday,
10:00 to 11:30, and

timed gualifying from
13:30 to 15:00

Race starts at 14:00 on
Sunday.

Entry prices; General
admission S12 Friday,
§12 Saturday and

$15 Sunday. All-in
three-day ticket 520.
Stand seats: between S20
and $30 Sunday: all-in
three-day ticket

between 525 and S75.

California

Follow the action, follow the sun,
Grand Prix holiday.

ond

If you’re tired of ordinary, run
of the mill holidays, try the
glamour and excitement of a JPS
Grand Prix holiday.

Take off with us and experience
e non-stop;, action-packed world
ofthe international racing circuit.

JP

S

Take your pick of the world's
top venues. And of course your
holiday won't be all racing.

Choose Monaco as your
destination and enjoy the freedom
of days on the famous Cote
D’Azur beaches and nights outon
the town in the top casinos of

e Carlo. '
Morgn our Canadian and Detroit
package you'll take in the beauty
of the Great Lakes as well as 3
experience all the s:ghtse_em‘g an
entertainment that the big ul;?s
like Montreal and Toronto © kcr,

If you're after variety bool :lp
now for the Italian Grand ll:nx
Monza. Travel in s:[.yle on the
legendary Venice Simplon-

Orient-Express and contrast lhe exciternent
of racing with the gentle, relaxing scenery
of Lake Como. -

We'll make every effort to
give you a memorable
holiday in some of the
most fascinating places
under the sun,
climaxing in the
unforgettable
experience ofa
Grand Prix race.

Whichever
destination you
choose, on a JP:
Grand Prix holiday
you'll find you always
come first.

Send off the coupon now, or phone
0533 559835 for your free brochure.
Name

4 Address

Post Code

W"7  yps Grand Prix Holidays
' }36-140 London Road, Leicester LE2 IEN

\ i Holidays are organised by Page & Moy Lud, with the

TIPS Grand B o i
authority of the trademark holders Impenal Group pi e

ATOLI



COMING UP MARCH 29 IN 'GRAM

HEEPRIX

INTERNATIONAL

BRAZILIAN GRAND PRIX

An exotic sefting and the first Grand Prix of the season - a breath of fresh air for
famished race fans everywhere. The Grand Prix opening the world championship is
always an exceptional event. While the charms of Rio de Janeiro can only but make
it better. The beauty of it all will be the more intense for the blistering sun. And as a
side dish, there'll be lovely photos from Copacabana and Ipanemabeaches. When
the chequered flag comes down on the winner, we'll have our first impression of
what'sin store for this year's GP racing. And if you're like us, after five long preseason
months, you can hardly wait!

FEATURES

Formula 1, more Formula 1, and Formula 1 forever..
up-to-the-minute information, and the first in a serj
to you by GPI fo give you the most extensive, most
reporting on Formula 1 racing ever. With as an ad

fo boot. Find i i i i
i\g;cﬁ 28_0 Find it all, fast, in the pages of Grand Prix International Magazine -

. Automotive technology, inside
es of F1 press books, all brought
complete, and most informative
ded bonus, fantastic rally cover-
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