


French legend ties up deal for six 2019 rounds

LOEB
GRABS HYUNDAI WRC DRIVE
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CHRISTMAS DOUBLE ISSUE

ByDavidEvans

Hyundai ishoping Sebastien 
Loeb’sarrivalwill be enough 
todeliver theSouth Korean 
marque’s firstWorld Rally 
Championship title.

Hyundaireturned to the WRC in 
2014and,whileit has scored event wins, 
season-longglory has evaded the German-
basedteam. Loeb is confident he can deliver 
whenhemakeshis debut in an i20 Coupe 
WRCatnextmonth’s Monte Carlo Rally.
Fullstory,page2-3

PICTURES OF THE

STARRING: LEWIS HAMILTON, KRIS MEEKE,
COLIN TURKINGTON FERNANDO ALONSO

MOMENTS
THAT DEFINED

By Matt James

The 2018 season has 
been a dramatic one  
for so many reasons,  
and much of what has 
played out over the  
last 12 months will live 
long in the memory.

From Lewis Hamilton’s 
sensational fifth World  
F1 title to one of  the  
most tense World  
Rally Championship 
showdowns in seasons, 
motorsport has delivered 
some mouth-watering  
storylines and we have 
attempted to collect 
together our defining 
moments of  the  
12 months just gone.

We hope you enjoy  
our look back at the  
highs and lows of  the  
year and if  you think  
we have missed anything, 
please let us know at
letters@motorsport-
news.co.uk.

Happy Christmas!

THE KEY
MOMENTS OF 
THE SEASON

THE BIG F1 OUESTIONS OF 2018
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ByDavidEvans

NewHyundaisigning
SebastienLoebwill face
araceagainst timeashe
prepares forhismaiden
WorldRallyChampionship
outingwith thesquadon
theMonteCarloRally.

Thenine-timeworldchampion,
whodrivesforamanufacturer-
backedteamotherthanCitroen
forthefirsttimeinhis21-year
career,willarriveatHyundai’s
MonteCarloRallypreparations
nextmonthwithjusthours
tosparefollowinghislatest
attempttowinDakarinPeru.

Peugeot’sdecisiontowalk
awayfrombothDakarand
theWorldRallycross
Championshipearlierthis
yearleftLoebwithoutaPSA
contractforthefirsttimein
twodecadesandforcedhimto
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Toyota outings for Loeb in 2000 

look elsewhere for full-time work.
He was confirmed as a Hyundai 

driver for the next two years last 
week. His 2019 programme offers 
six rallies, including the first two 
events of  the new season in Monte 
Carlo and Sweden. The remainder 
of  next year and his 2020 itinerary 
have yet to be decided.

Despite the absence of  a factory 
effort, Loeb sought a fourth shot 
at winning the South American 
marathon and signed up for the 
3,000-mile event in a Peugeot 3008 
DKR with French privateer 
squad PH Sport.

Loeb is scheduled to finish 
Dakar on Magdalena beach, 
Lima on January 17. He will then 
make the 12-hour flight back to 
Europe the next day and drive 
Hyundai’s i20 Coupe WRC for the 
first time in a test in the French 
Alps on January 19. 

After testing for Saturday and 
Sunday, Loeb will work through 
his test data on Monday before 
starting the recce for Monte Carlo 
at 0800hrs on Tuesday January 22. 
He and co-driver Daniel Elena will 
complete their preparations for 
their first Monte outing in four 
years at 2000hrs on Wednesday.

Rally fans will get their first 

glimpse of  Loeb driving a Hyundai 
at 1000hrs the following morning 
when he starts the first pre-event 
shakedown stage of  the season.  

The Sanremo Rally in October, 
2000 was the last time Loeb started 
a WRC round in anything other 
than a Citroen (he guided a Toyota 
Corolla WRC to 10th on the Italian 
event) – but that all changes 
shortly after seven in the evening 
on Thursday January 24, when 
he starts Monte Carlo from Place 
Desmichels in Gap. His first 
competitive stage, the 12-mile 
test from La Breole to Selonnet 
starts half  an hour later.

Despite the punishing schedule, 
Loeb admits he’s delighted to 
be back in the WRC.

He said: “Winning at the Rally 
of  Spain this season reignited my 
desire to continue competing at 
the very front of  WRC. Joining 
Hyundai will give us a fresh 
challenge and one that I can’t 
wait to tackle. 

“I have been impressed with 
the team’s approach and their 
determination to succeed. They 
were firmly in the title fight this 
season and I feel that I can bring a 
lot to them, together with Thierry 
[Neuville], Andreas [Mikkelsen] 
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lack of i20 WRC testing
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Monte is the debut
venue for Hyundai/Loeb

Loeb won in third rally of his comeback Peugeot has now pulled out ofWorld RX

Dakar 2018 ended
with a crash for Loeb
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HEADLINE NEWS
New Hyundai signing will get just one test before WRC season begins

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

LOEB GETS TWO DAYS IN
AN i20 BEFORE MONTE

MN REVIEWS THE WRC SEASON PAGE 30

and Dani [Sordo]. The Hyundai 
i20 Coupe WRC is a proven rally 
winner, and, as a crew, we know 
we can still be up there with the 
best, so 2019 promises to be an 
exciting season.” 

Loeb’s late arrival into round one 
is far from ideal, but his pedigree as 
a seven-time Monte winner meant 
Hyundai was keen to have him in 
the car and pushing for a first WRC 
win by a South Korean marque 
on the series’ blue riband event.  

Loeb hasn’t driven the i20 in 
any kind of  shakedown and his 
first mileage in the car will come 
in the Alps at the pre-event test.

Hyundai team manager Alain 
Penasse told MN he has no 
concerns about Loeb’s last-minute 
arrival into Monte Carlo.  

“There is no other solution, he 
has to test the weekend before the 
event,” said Penasse. “This will 
make it a very interesting test, 
I think. He hasn’t driven the car 
yet, but he knows what it’s about – 
he saw what the car was capable 
of  in Spain, he knew how hard 
he had to go [to beat Hyundai 
driver Neuville]. He has so much 
experience of  this event, he’s won 
it a hell of  a lot of  times and he’s 
always been competitive there. 

His lack of  time in the car won’t 
be a problem.

“And don’t forget, the Monte is 
a very specific event with very 
little testing available. We saw in 
Mexico this year, when he had 
been away for a while, he was able 
to come back and be on the pace. 
He will give away some advantage 
to some other drivers who have 
had more time in their cars and 
more experience, but I think he 
will be fine.”

Penasse added that Loeb’s arrival 
would come as a boost to the team 
as it went in search of  its first title. 
Hyundai returned to the WRC in 
2014 and progressed well in the 
first three years, finishing fourth, 
third and second in 2014, ’15 and 
’16 respectively. Since then, 
however, the team has stalled 
and this year was its third 
consecutive runners-up spot.

Understandably, there has been 
mounting pressure both from 
within Hyundai Motorsport and 
from Hyundai Motor Corporation 
in Seoul. The hope is that Loeb’s 
arrival will be enough to help 
seal a first title in 2019. 

Penasse continued: “Sebastien 
coming to the team, his experience, 
his confidence and his 

competitiveness, this will help 
everybody. He adds value to 
the team and he has a real aura 
around him and this will help 
the people around him next year. 
We have been close to winning 
the championship, this year we 
were still in the fight in the final 
morning of  the season.”

Hyundai team principal Michel 
Nandan said Loeb’s decision to 
join the team reflected its standing 
in the world of  rallying.

“Sebastien’s announcement 
is hugely important for Hyundai 
Motorsport,” said Nandan. 
“Sealing a deal with someone of  
his immense talent and calibre 
shows that we are an attractive 
and competitive proposition in 
the World Rally Championship. 
Ultimately, our goal is to win the 
WRC title. We believe we have the 
package to achieve that, and our 
composition of  crews for 2019 will 
perfectly reflect that ambition.” 

Loeb will share an i20 Coupe 
WRC with Sordo – the Spaniard’s 
programme is raised from seven to 
eight rallies in 2019 – while Neuville 
and Mikkelsen tackle all 14 rounds. 

Loeb’s arrival means Hayden 
Paddon is left out of  Hyundai’s 
2019 plans (see page 10).



McLarenwillbelookingtobouncebacktothefrontin2019

RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND-UP
Leclerc intimidated
CharlesLeclercsayshefound
Formula1“intimidating”at first
asheadaptedtodealingwith
morepeople thanhehadbeen
usedto inhis juniorcareer. Leclerc
didnotscoreapointatanyof the
openingthreeroundsof theseason
asSauberstruggledtowards the
rearof the field,buthebrokehis
duckwithasixth-placefinish in
Azerbaijan inApriland impressed
sufficiently tosecureaFerraridrive.
“At thebeginning it’s firstofallquite
intimidatingtospeaktosomany
people,”heexplained. “Everything
yousay isgoingtobeanalysed,
notonlybyyourengineer,butby
somanypeople.Soobviously it’s
quite... notscary,but intimidating.
But thenyougetusedto it.”

RedBull rivals
DanielRicciardoexpected tohavea
worse relationshipwithMaxVerstappen
as team-matesatRedBullbut thinks
they will stay friends even with Ricciardo 
moving to Renault. Though the duo 
had some intense on-track moments 
together, like battling for what turned 
out to be victory in the 2016 Malaysian 
Grand Prix and crashing spectacularly in 
Azerbaijan this year, they got on very well 
off-track. Ricciardo has left Red Bull to 
join the Renault works team for 2019 but 
reckons his friendship with Verstappen 
will continue and be “maybe even 
better” because they will not be “direct 
competitors”. “I’d say the relationship 
with Max and myself went better than, 
I’ll be honest, I thought it would go,” said 
Ricciardo. “It was cool, it was a good, 
hard fight with him and I enjoyed it.”

Mercedes support
Mercedes is turning to 
psychologists, well-being practices 
and medical support for its staff in 
its bid to remain at the top of F1. 
“As an organisation we are looking 
at the working environment,” said 
team boss Toto Wolff. “We are 
looking at nutrition, at sleep, at 
medical support, at sports, and 
we are looking at giving days off, 
sending people home, if we 
feel they are not in a good frame 
of mind. We are looking at 
psychologists,atmindfulness
at the team. Icouldspeakhere
foranotherhourandsaywhat
wearedoing.”

Onyxbackerdies
Thecolourfulmoneymanbehind the
Onyx team’sF1entry in1989, Jean-
PierreVanRossem,hasdiedat theage
of73.TheBelgianbackedOnyxwith
hisMoneytron investmentcompany
for itsgraduation toF1 fromtheF3000
rankswithStefanJohanssonand
BertrandGachot.TheOnyx,designed
byAlanJenkins,claimedapoints finish
inonly itsseventh raceatPaulRicard
andthenapodiumatEstoril later in the
season–both resultswith Johansson.
OnyxbossMikeEarledescribedVan
Rossemas“aneccentric,butanout-
and-outmotorsportenthusiastatheart”.

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Alonso input would be valuable in new McLaren challenger
Fernando Alonso’s inpu t on 
the 2019 McLaren Formula 1 
car would be “very valuable”, 
reckon new drivers Lando 
Norris and Carlos Sainz Jr.

Two-time F1 world champion 
Alonso departed grand prix 
racing at the conclusion of  the 
2018 season, albeit leaving the 
door open to a future comeback.

CEO Zak Brown made clear 
Alonso was welcome to try 
the new McLaren, and rookie 
Norris hinted he would be 
willing to give up some running 
to have Alonso sample the car.

“I think [his input] will be 

very valuable,” Norris said. 
“He’s got the best idea how 
the car’s changed over the 
years, the best experience 
of  what’s good and what’s 
bad, a lot more than I do.”

Renault convert Sainz agreed 
McLaren could benefit from 
Alonso testing the 2019 design.

“It’s something that for sure is 
in McLaren’s interests, or also 
Fernando’s interests to keep 
himself  active,” said Sainz.

“It’s a decision more up to 
the management than to 
ourselves, but I wouldn’t see 
it with bad eyes.

“I would see it as a good thing 
to have a driver like Fernando 
comparing cars.”

While McLaren’s sixth in the 
constructors’ standings in 2018 
was a clear improvement on the 
nadir of  ninth the previous year, 
the MCL33 faded down the order 
and was often slowest of  all by 
the end of  the season.

Brown freely admitted it was 
“an extremely poor racecar”.

McLaren underwent major 
operational changes in 2018, 
but Norris conceded “no one 
knows” whether improvements 
will come as soon as next year.

RADICAL £89 MILLION REVAMP
EYED FOR MONZA’S LAYOUT
Italian circuit could be overhauled as it aims for new F1 contract

Photos: LAT

By Jonathan Noble

Monza is considering 
removing one of its 
chicanes and reprofiling 
the second Lesmo corner 
as part of a proposed 
£89 million revamp to mark 
the Formula 1 circuit’s 
centenary in 2022.

Ahead of discussions to 
secure the Italian Grand Prix’s 
future beyond next year, the 

president of  the Italian racing 
federation the ACI, Angelo 
Sticchi Damiani, has revealed 
a host of  changes he wants 
implemented by 2022.

According to a report 
in Gazzetta dello Sport, 
Damiani wants a new circuit 
configuration that will make 
the track faster and secure 
its claim to the ‘Temple of  
Speed’ tag.

An initial suggestion is 

to remove one of  the track’s 
three chicanes – most likely 
the second one – and open up 
the second Lesmo so it returns 
to being a faster challenge, as 
it was before it was modified 
in 1994.

As well as tweaks to the 
layout, the track would be 
widened, while the addition 
of  new access roads and a new 
main grandstand, as well as the 
possible renovation of  the old 

banking, have been proposed.
Damiani suggests that 

having a full workable banking 
could make Monza a unique 
attraction with, in theory, a 
eight-mile circuit.

The project has been costed 
at £89m, but Damiani has not 
been put off  by the amount of  
money it will take and thinks 
it can be raised through 
contributions from the local 
and national governments.

He told Gazzetta dello Sport: 
“The money will be found in 
some way.”

Key to the project moving 
forward will be an extension 
of  the Italian Grand Prix  
contract, which has not yet 
been renewed as Liberty 
and race promoters have 
yet to agree a price, for 2020 
and beyond.
Additional reporting by 
Franco Nugnes 

Monza could 
be reworked 
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Evans led from
start to finish

Theattackmodeactivationzoneforthe
ABBFIAFormulaEAdDiriyahE-Prix
wasmovedfromitsinitial locationprior
totheraceafteritwascriticisedby
thechampionship’sdrivers.

Severaldrivers, includingreigning
championJean-EricVergne,complained
abouttheplacementof thezone,which
wasoriginallysituatedattheexitof
Turn17attheseason-openingcircuit,
andfedontothetrack’smainstraight.

Thezonewasmoved23metrescloser

tothestartline,andthepaintedwhite
linesthatsignalthestartandendpoints
of thezonewerealso“increasedinsize
forbettervisibility”,accordingtoan
FIAbulletinafterqualifying.

“Afterdiscussioninthedriver
briefing,theattackzonehasbeen
relocatedappropriately23metres
closertothestartlinefromthe
originallocation,”readthebulletin.

“Effectively,theoriginal ‘exit line’
of thezoneisnowthe‘entryline’.”

Whenaskedaboutthechanges,
VergnetoldMNthat“it’sabitbetter”.

“It’sgoodthattheyresponded,the
onlythingthatIhopeisthatinthefuture
theytelluswhattheywantexactly, like
if we[aresupposedto]loseonesecond,
twoseconds,”theDSTecheetah
drivercontinued.

“Wehavethesimulator,weknowwhatis
dangerousornot,andobviouslythisplace
wasnotright. [But]theyallrealisedit.

“I’mhappytheychangedit,butinthe

futureIhopetheycancontactusand
checkwiththedriversfirst.”

VergneandTecheetahteam-mate
AndreLottererwerealsohanded
drivethroughpenaltiesduringtherace
havingpassedlong-timeleaderand
eventualwinner,AntonioFelixdaCosta.

Theoffencerelatedtoasoftware
infringementwhichresultedin
powerregenerationexceedingthe
leveldefinedwithintheFIAsuppliers’
implementationguide.

Photos: LAT

F1 champion Villeneuve to
return to full-time racing

Inaugural Jaguar I-PACE
eTrophy victory for Evans

Button to miss Sebring and Spa 2019 WEC rounds

McLaren Formula 1 test and reserve
driver Sergio Sette Camara will switch to
DAMS for his third season of Formula 2
in 2019. He couldn’t repeat the race win
he achieved with MP Motorsport in 2017
after moving to series returnee Carlin
for ’18, but matched his McLaren F1
bound team-mate Lando Norris for pace
and finished sixth in the championship…
David Beckmann will drive for ART Grand Prix
in the FIA Formula 3 Championship in 2019.
He endured a difficult start in the GP3 Series
this season with Jenzer Motorsport, having
switched to the series after two campaigns

in European Formula 3. But a move to Trident
Racing for the fifth round of the season in
Hungary brought success, and Beckmann
scored three wins, a second place and
two pole positions on his way to fifth in the
standings… Lucas Ordonez, the first
winner of gamer-to-racer contest GT
Academy, is ending his decade-long
relationship with Nissan. The 33-year-old
was the first-ever graduate of the Nissan-
backed GT Academy, back in 2008, which
was designed to take the top players
from the PlayStation-exclusive video
game franchise Gran Turismo and turn

them into professional racing drivers.
Ordonez enjoyed a 10-year career
with Nissan that has included five Le
Mans 24 Hours starts, outings in the
Nurburgring 24 Hours, and spells in
Super GT and the Blancpain GT Series…
Grand Tour test driver Abbie Eaton, who has
made clear her intention to run in Super2 next
season as a springboard into Supercars by
2021, will stay in Australia beyond Christmas
as she searches for the required budget. She
also completed her second test in a Supercars
machine earlier this month in an outing with
Matt Stone Racing at Queensland Raceway.

Formula1worldchampionJacques
Villeneuvewillreturntoracingfull-time
nextyearintheNASCAREuroSeries.

Villeneuve,the1997championwith
Williams,madefourNASCARCup
startsbetween2007and’13,andhas
alsocompetedintheTrucksandXfinity
categoriesthatsupportthemainseries
plusNASCARCanada.

The47-year-oldmadeareturntoracing
thisyearintheAmericasRallycross
ChampionshipinhisnativeCanadaina
SubaruImpreza,morethantwoanda
half  years after he was dropped by Venturi 
during the 2015/16 Formula E season.

He last completed a full season in 
2005 when he drove for Sauber in F1.

Villeneuve recently tested at the 
Franciacorta circuit in Italy, and will 
race in the Euro Series with the Go 
Fas Racing Ford Mustang outfit that 
also competes in the Cup series.

“I had a lot of  fun discovering the car 
because it is really similar to what I was 

SimonEvansclaimedvictoryinthe
firsteverJaguarI-PACEeTrophyevent,
prevailinginarace-longthree-way
fightfortheleadtomakehistory.

Evans,elderbrotherof JaguarFormulaE
aceMitch,ledfromstarttofinish,buthad
toworkhardforhiswininSaudiArabia.

Withqualifyinghavingbeenrainedoff,
thestartingorderwasdecidedbythefree
practicesessionthattookplaceonFriday
eveningandmeantthatEvanswasonpole.

HeledfromBryanSellersalmost
throughout,untilSergioJimenezpulledoff
a great move on Sellers to take second on the 
penultimate lap and earn a sniff  at putting 
the pressure on Evansupfront,buttheKiwi
held on for a landm

Brits Alice Powe
and Katherine Le
finished fifth and 
sixth respectively

One-time Formula 1 champion
Jenson Button will skip both next
year’s Sebring and Spa World
Endurance Championship rounds.

Button, the 2009 F1 champion
and current Super GT title-holder,
skipped this year’s Spa WEC
race in May as it fell on the same
weekend as Super GT’s Fuji 
race and the two events will 
clash again in 2019.

ugh Button was named 
s line-up on the initial 
 WEC entry list unveiled 

this month, the Russian 
as now confirmed that 
T test commitments will 
e him from racing in 
-mile event in March.

It means Button’s next WEC
outing will be the season-closing
Le Mans 24 Hours in June.

“It was always clear that it
wasn’t going to be easy to combine
my participation in the seasons
of WEC and Super GT,” said
Button, who is also joining Sky
Sports F1 as a pundit next year.

“At the same time, to race for 
SMP Racing – even if I would 
have to miss certain rounds – 
is a great opportunity that I 
couldn’t pass up.

“The Shanghai podium is an 
unbelievable achievement and 
progress for our team, and we’ll 
keep trying and working further 
to secure ever greater results.”

QUICK LAPSTHE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Techeetah pair were
given drivethroughs

NASCAR Euro Series forVilleneuve

Former F1 champion will still race at Le Mans again with SMP Racing

used to in NASCAR in the US,” 
said Villeneuve, who also won the 
Indianapolis 500 in 1995 and the overall 
CART title that year.

“You can really drive it hard and you 
can work a lot on the car and that’s 
also very nice.

“Returning full-time is what matters 
the most to me, because I want to be part 
of  a complete project and have a goal for 
the entire season. I’m really looking 
forward to the first race of  2019!” 
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What is FE’s attack 
mode system?
Last weekend’s Ad 
Diriyah E-Prix featured 
the first use of the 
attack mode in the 
ABB FIA Formula E 
championship.

It is intended to 
increase strategy and 
overtaking options 
in FE now that the 
championship no 
longer features car 
swaps during races.

Drivers must travel 
through an off-line 
activation zone, 
featuring three timing 
sensors, after arming 
the attack mode via a 
button on their steering 
wheels to access a higher 
power mode of 225kW.

The offline positioning 
of the attack mode zone 
is designed to ensure 
drivers lose time before 
getting access to the 
higher power mode.

Teams are only 
informed of the duration, 
minimum usage time 
and number of 
activations of the attack 
mode boost system one 
hour before each race.

In the Ad Diriyah race, 
drivers were  allowed 
to arm the system five 
times as a maximum, 
with two activations of 
four minutes permitted 
per driver. The system 
is mandatory to use 
during races.



ByMattJames

Formerseries runner-upSam
Tordoffwill joinRoryButcher in
AmDTuning.com’sBritishTouring
CarChampionshipassault in2019.

Thepairwillracethesquad’snew
HondaCivicTypeRmachines,which
AmDacquiredfromEurotechRacing
attheendof the2018campaign.

Butcher,31,willreturnforasecond
seasonwithAmD.Hetookabestfinish
of sixthin2018.

Tordoff,whowasthechampionship
runner-upin2016withWSRina
BMW,wasaracewinnerthisyearin
aMotorbasePerformanceFordFocus
onhiswayto11thinthestandings.

Tordoff,29,said:“I’msuretherewill
besomepeoplewhoaresurprisedby

thismoveandwhilethereissomeappeal
ingoinginto2019asanunderdog,the
realityisthatIhaveoneaimandthatis
tofightforthechampionshiptitle.

“AmDhaveputalotof investment
intonotonlygettingthecars,butin
strengtheningtheteambehindthe
scenesinordertomovetothenext
levelandtherecanbenoexcuses.”

Butcher,whoisthebrother-in-lawof

three-timeBTCCchampionGordon
Shedden,said:“Youonlyhavetolookat
thestatsfortheHondainrecentyears
toseehowwellithasperformedandon
paper,thereishugepotentialforustodo
somebigthingsontrackin2019.It’sabig
stepupforboththeteamandI,andI’m
confidentthatthispackagewillgiveusa
greatchanceof success.Itwouldbesillyof
metonotaimforpodiumsandracewins.”

TORDOFF SIGNS UP WITH
AMD TEAM IN A HONDA

BTCC return for Hill with Trade Price Racing’s Audi S3

A new dawn, a new Day
for Alex in Touring Trophy

New MG3 car could spark standalone series by 2020

TouringcarteamHMSRacingwill
runAlexDayinthenewTouringCar
Trophywithanex-RobAustinAudiA4.

Day,19,hasbeensharingtheAudiin
theBritcarSprintClassthisyearwithhis
fatherRobert.BTCCracewinnerAustin
hasworkedwiththedriverpairingbefore
andwillcontinuetohaveaninput.

“I’mreallyexcitedtobejoiningsuch
aprestigiousteamwhichhassuchvast
experienceof thetouringcarscene,”said
Day.“Mydreamistoonedayraceinthe
BTCC,sothisisafantasticopportunityto
drawontheexperienceof HMSandlearn
allIcanfromRob[Austin]andtheteam.

“TCTalsoprovidesmewithaperfect
steppingstonetowardsmylong-term
ambitionsoIknow2019isgoingtobean
excitingyear,andIwillbeworkingas
hardasIcantomakeitasuccessfulyear
aswell. Iamveryfortunatetoalready
haveexperienceinaBritishtouringcar,
atjust18yearsof age,andIamrelishing
theopportunitytobuildonthatinamore
competitiveenvironment.”

TheTouringCarTrophyisnewfor
2019.It isthebrainchildof former
BTCCracerStewartLinesandstarts
atDoningtonParkonApril14.

TheMGCarClubhasbeenworking
withMGMotorUKtodevelopanew
MG3racerinabidtobringmore
moderncarsintotheclub.

Thefirstexampleof therace-ready
MG3willbebuiltbyinternsatSAIC
MotorTechnicalCentreUK–anoffshoot
of MG’sowner–atLongbridgeandwill
raceintheinvitationalclassof theMG
Cup.If there’ssufficientinterest,afull
standaloneseriesisplannedfor2020.

“Themainreasonfordoingitistwo-
fold,”saidMGCCgeneralmanager
AdamSloman.“First, it’stogeta
currentMGonthegridwithus.Right
throughourhistorywe’vealwayshad
acurrentMGaspartof ourpackage.
SinceMG-Rovercollapsedwe’venot
hadanything[new]sincetheZR.

“MGMotorhavehadtoestablisha
dealernetworkandbrandandmadea

significantinvestmentintop-level
motorsportwithtouringcarssoclub-
levelracingwasn’tapriorityforthem.

“Also,oneof themainareastheclubis
lookingtoengagewithisyoungmembers. 
WewantedtoworkwithMGsothatwe
cancreatesomethingthatisaffordable
andaccessibletoyoungpeople.If you’re 
afirst-timedriver,theZR190couldbea
bittoomuch.Buta105bhpMG3that’s
quitecloselyrelatedtotheroadcaris
somethingthat’smoreaccessible.”

Slomansaysthatprospectivedrivers
canpickupanearlyaccident-damaged
modelforbetween£2000and£3000
makingitcost-effectivetoenter.

“Theideaisbythistimenextyearwe
would’vebuiltenoughcarstowriteaset
of regulationsforitsownseries,”Sloman 
added.“We’vehadsomeinterestfrom
someuniversitiesaboutbuildingcars.”

JakeHillwillreturnto
theBritishTouringCar
Championshipgridin2019at
thewheelof aTradePrice
RacingAudiS3saloon.

Hillstartedthisseasondriving
fortheTeamHardoperation
inanVWCC,andfinished
insecondplaceinthesecond
raceof theseasoninwet-but-
dryingconditions.However,he
splitwiththesquadbeforethe
middleof theseasonandwasunable
toreturntocompetition.

HillpreviouslyracedtheS3forShaun
Hollamby’sAmDTuningin2015ina
one-off outing.The2019operationwill

berunbynewteamTradePrice
CarsandoverseenbyAmD.

Hill,24,said:“Wehavebeen
workingnon-stopsincethe
summertogetthingsinplace
togetbackintotheBTCC,and
Iamabsolutelybuzzingtoonce
againbepartof thisexciting
newprojectwithTradePrice
CarsRacing.

“We’vehadatoughyearbut
everythinghappensforareasonand
Iammorefocused,fitter,andmore
determinedthanevertosucceed–this
willbeafunride.Ireally,reallyliked
beingonthepodiumatBrandssoI’dlike
togetabitmoreexperienceof it in2019.”

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Mick Walker

Monger’sBBCaward
BRDCBritishFormula3 frontrunnerBilly
Mongerwaspresentedwith theHelenRollason
Awardat theBBCSportsPersonalityof the
Yearawards lastweekend(December16).
Named inhonourof the first femalepresenterof
BBC’sGrandstandwho laterdied fromcancer,
theawardwasgiven toMonger in recognitionof
hissensational return to racingdespitesuffering
adouble legamputation followingacrash in
2017.Heachieved fourpodiumsandapole
positiononhis returnwithCarlin thisseason.

NewF4driver
AustralianracerBartHorstenhasbeen
unveiledasArden’s firstBritishFormula4
driver for2019.The16-year-old tookthree
podiumsin theAustralianFormulaFord
Championship thisseasonbutwillnow
switch toracing inF4. “Ican’t thankArden
enoughfor theirhelp inmakingthemove
totheUKandprovidingsuchawelcoming
environment,”hesaid. “Ihavehuge
confidence in theteamandwhat they
canachievenextseason.”

PrizedriveforReid
Moredetailshavebeenannouncedabout
Sunoco240ChallengewinnerKyleReid’sprize
drivenext year.TheMiniChallengeCooper
Prochampionwillget to raceaBMWM4GT4
alongsideTobyGrahovecandJaysonClunie in
a four-hoursupport race to theDaytona24
Hours. “I’veseenKyle raceonmanyoccasions
andamconfident thathewill doaverygood
job,”saidAndersHildebrand,bossofSunoco
fueldistributorAAOC.“I’malsoveryexcited that
wehave teamedupwithFastTrackRacing/
ClassicBMWteammanagerTobyGrahovec.”

IN BRIEF

Hill split with Team Hard last season but has already raced S3 in the past

MG Motor UK has helped develop the new MG3 racer to be used next year

Championship runner-up in 2016 will partner Scot Butcher next year

RACING NEWS

Day will use an ex-Austin Audi A4
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ThefinallapsoftheRockinghamMotorSpeedwaywerecompletedlastThursday(December13)asthe
circuitpreparestocloseattheendoftheyear.IndyCardriverMaxChiltonand2019McLarenFormula1
racerLandoNorrisbothtooktoCarlinGP2machinesandperformeddonutsandburnoutsonthestart-
finishstraight.Alsotherewasthenew-for-2019RevolutionPrototype,drivenbyJamesAbbott, thatwill
bedistributedfromnextyearandusedinavarietyofseries.Thevenuewillnowbeclosedtomotorsport
asitbecomesastoragefacilityfordefleetcars,atestingvenueandholdauctions.

Photos: Jakob Ebrey
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BenBarnicoat isconfidentthe
newMcLaren720SGT3willshine
incustomerhandsnextyearaftera
starringperformanceonitsdebut
intheGulf 12HoursinAbuDhabi
lastweekend.

TheMcLarenfactorydriverhas
beendevelopingthesuccessortothe
650SwithfellowfactorydriversJoe
OsborneandRobBell,andwaschosen
topartnerformerMcLarenGTworks
driversShanevanGisbergenand
AlvaroParenteinaworks-entered
carfortheseason-endingenduro.

The720Swasleadingwithtwo
hourstogowhenaminorright-front
damperproblemresultedinalong
pitstopforrepairsthatcost it fourlaps
anddemotedthecrewtoeighth,but
BarnicoatsaidMcLarenhadtaken
encouragementfromitsperformance.

“Itwasfrustratingthat[the
suspensionproblem]happenedbut
tobeabletoperformasstronglyas
wedidagainstAudisandFerraris,
whicharewell-renownedcars,was
incredibleandgivesmealotof
confidence,”hetoldMN.

“WeranthecarinfullFIA-spec
becausetheobjectivewastorunitas
customerswillhaveitnextyearand
getasmuchinformationaswecould,
whichIthinkwedidaverygoodjobof.”

Theoutgoing650Swasrenownedfor
beingtrickytodriveonthelimit,sothe
newcarhashadsignificantsuspension
andgeometrychangestomakeitmore
stableandeasierforAmdriversto
use.Barnicoatbelievesthereisstill
“moreonthetableforustobehad”
andaddedthatdevelopmentwillbe
ongoingthroughoutnextyear

whenthefirstcarsaredelivered.
Meanwhile, thenewAstonMartin

VantageGT4hadatroubleddebut
inAbuDhabiafterdamagefroman
openinglapcollisioncondemnedthe
works-preparedcardrivenbyMark
Farmer,TomCanning,OllieWilkinson
andAdrianWillmotttoalowlyfinish.

TheKesselRacingFerrari488
GT3drivenbyAlessandroPier
Guidi,DavideRigonandMichael
BroniszewskicapitalisedonMcLaren’s
misfortunetotaketheteam’sfourth
straightwinintheevent.

Other Clio models allowed to race in Clio Cup Series

Ginetta Junior series
move for In2Racing
PorscheCarreraCupGBregularIn2Racing
willexpandintoGinettaJuniornextyear,
plottingamulti-carentry.

Theteam,whichcompetedinBritishGT
in2017andhasbeenontheCarreraCup
gridsince2006,hassignedJuniorTKM
karterZakTaylorasitsfirstdriver.

In2racerswillalsogetachancetotestthe
team’sCarreraCupcarattheendof 2019.

“TheJuniorChampionshipisaproven
traininggroundforyoungaspiringdrivers
toshowcasetheirtalentsatahigh-profile
level,”saidteambossNickDudfield.
“Withdriversof thecalibreof Lando
Norrislearningtheirtradeintheseries
andMcLarenAutosportBRDCAward
winnerTomGamblearacewinnerin2017.”

TheMichelinClioCupSerieswillbe
openeduptoawiderangeof Clio
modelsnextseasonfollowingthe
additionof aSportSeriesclass.

Previouslythecategoryhasonly
allowedthird-generationCliossplit
betweenitsRaceandRoadSeries
classes.Nowtheextradivisionwill
allowsecondandfourth-generation
Cliostocompete–withbothRenault
Sport-builtCliosandroadcar
conversions,limitedto220bhp,eligible.

Thisissignificantgiventhe2019

seasonmarksthefinalonewiththe
currentfourthgenerationcarinthe
RenaultUKClioCupsothosecarscan
nowberehomedintheMichelinseries.

“Theaimof thenewSportSeriesis
togivethemanyfansof thecaramore
openserieswheremodifiedroadcars
canraceagainstRenaultSportfactory-
builtracecarsallwithlikeminded
people, inafriendlyandrelaxed
atmosphere–wereallywanttocelebrate
theClio‘family’,”saidchampionship
promoterRichardColburn.

New McLaren led 
before problems

Caldwell takes Gulf 
12 Hours class win

Full-time British GT 
return for ABBA Racing

Italian Formula 4 race-winner 
Olli Caldwell took a class victory 
on his GT debut contesting the 
Gulf 12 Hours in Abu Dhabi last 
weekend, but plans to remain on 
the single-seater ladder in 2019.

Sharing a Bullitt Racing 
Mercedes-AMG GT4 with British 
GT race winner Ian Loggie and 
Russian Oleg Kharuk, the 
16-year-old Briton won by a lap 
on his first outing with a roof 
since a half-season in Ginetta 
Junior in 2016, finishing in 
20th overall.

Caldwell told MN that the event 
was meant to be a “bit of fun” and 
enjoyed the experience, despite 
losing ABS during the second 
portion of the two six-hour races.

“The first part of the race 
went really well, there was a few 
safety cars and I ended up doing 
a double stint, which was just 
over two hours, so a lot longer 
than I’ve ever driven in one 
go,” he explained.

“After the second start, Ian did 
his first stint and about 20 minutes 
into my stint the ABS failed, 
which was quite unsettling, but 
after I adjusted quite quickly.”

Caldwell added that he 
“wouldn’t say no” to doing more 
endurance racing, although his 
ambition remains Formula 1.

He has tested a GP3 car and 
plans to take a step up from F4, 
but has yet to decide between 
the F1-supporting FIA F3 and 
re-named Formula European 
Masters series on the DTM bill.

Team ABBA Racing will return to the 
British GT championship for a full 
season next year after its partial 2018 
campaign was curtailed by fire damage 
at Spa in July.

AMG factory driver Adam 
Christodoulou and Richard Neary 
will again drive the Mercedes-AMG 
GT3, which has been repaired after the 
dramatic fire caused Christodoulou to 
spend a night in hospital for treatment on 
burns to his hands and smoke inhalation.

The pairing first appeared in 2017 when 
Christodoulou took over from the retiring 
Martin Short mid-season, but only made 
two appearances this term – failing to 
finish on both occasions – while Neary 
concentrated on racing in Britcar.

Christodoulou is determined to set 
the team’s recent poor luck aside and 
capitalise on its experience of  the car.

“The car now being in its third year is 
to our advantage, hopefully we can take 
advantage of  their lack of  experience 
with the new cars out there,” said 
Christodoulou, ahead of  his first 
national campaign since winning the 
2008 Formula Renault 2.0 UK title.

“We have to use everything to our 
advantage, we’ll be working hard over 
the winter doing plenty of  testing and 
fine-tune the car more.”

Christodoulou will miss the first of  
two visits to Donington Park due to a 
clash with the Nurburgring 24 Hours.
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Older models,like pictured above,can compete in new Sport Series class

Mercedes-AMG GT3 will be raced
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A brave new dawn broke on electric category. By Alex Kalinauckas

F
ormula E may
have a new look,
rules and many
unfamiliar
drivers for
the 2018/19
championship,

but its racing was as tight and
unpredictableasever.

Notunexpectedly,BMWAndretti
claimedpoleposition.Thesquadhad
toppedallthreedaysof pre-season
testingandagainshowedgoodtop-
endspeedtoclaimthetopspoton
thegrid,throughdampandgreasy
conditionsonthestill-dryingtrack,
withAntonioFelixdaCosta.

Hetransformedpoleintoadebut
FEwinforBMW–itisnowafull
worksFEmanufacturer,although
Andrettistillownstheentry–butit
wasn’tstraightforward.First,da
Costahadtoreverseintohisgridspot
ashewas“lookingatthewrongline
onthefloorsoImisplacedmy
caralittlebit”,andthatlefthim
pointingtowardsthewallonthe
leftof thetrack.

Thatprovedtobenobother,though,
asheshotoff thelineandintothe
lead,whilebehindhim,Sebastien
BuemibattledbyJoseMariaLopez
totakesecondaroundtheoutsideof
thefirstcorner.

DaCostaconsolidatedhislead
duringtheearlylaps,asJean-Eric
VergneandhisDSTecheetahteam-
mateAndreLottererpassedLopez
andclosedinonBuemi.Vergne
seizedsecondwithaspectacularpass
ontheoutsideof theright-handTurn
18–thetrack’smainovertakingspot,
whereLottereralsodemotedthe

Nissane.damsdriverafewtours
later,butdowntheinside,on
lap12of 33.

TheTecheetahdriversthenclosed
inondaCosta.First,despitethe
BMWdriver’sfiercedefence,Vergne
repeatedhistrickaroundtheoutside
of Turn18totakethelead.An
immediateseasonfivewinforthe
seasonfourchampionlookedon.

ATecheetah1-2alsoappeared
likelyeightlapslaterwhenLotterer
shotbydaCostaonthestraight
oppositethepitgaragestotake
secondgoingintoTurn1.

Butthentheraceturnedonits
head.BothTecheetahdriverswere
handeddrivethroughpenaltiesfor
goingoverthemaximumpermitted
powerwhileusingregen.Thisisa
breachof article27.9of FE’ssporting
regsandrelatestoasoftwareissue
resultinginpowerregeneration
exceedingtheleveldefinedwithin
theFIAsuppliers’software
implementationguide.Thepenalties
handeddaCostatheleadbackahead
of LopezandJeromed’Ambrosio,
whohadrisenupfromsixthonthe
grid,withVergneandLotterer
rejoiningfifthandseventh.

Buttheduoroaredbacktowards
thefrontof therace.Intheclosing
stages,theyloweredthefastestlap
benchmarkthreetimes(twicefor
Vergneandonce,finally,with
Lotterer)–Techeetahsetit15times
outof 27overall,withBMWthe
nextbestonsix–tocloseinonthe
topthree.Theirchargewasaided
byLopezstoppingwithabroken
leftrear suspension, just after
Vergne had moved into third.

It had been a spirited drive from
Lopez, but he was undone by the
entry to the attack mode zone. “I
tried to go a little wider and got
onto the dust, I never expected it to
be that bad,” he explained. “I did a
mistake there and misjudged the
situation. I went wide and I touched
the wall with the rear - not hard,
but enough to have some damage.”

Lopez limped on for a few more
laps but eventually stopped at
Turn 14 on lap 26, which triggered a
virtual safety car that then became
a full safety car interruption. This
closed the pack up, with da Costa
immediately activating his first
attack mode usage as he ran ahead
of D’Ambrosio and Vergne. When
the race restarted for a four-lap dash
to the flag, both da Costa and Vergne
used their second attack mode
activations just before the safety car
came in. The disruption meant all
the drivers could push flat out to the
end, although many reckoned the
event was not particularly energy
limited in any case.

Da Costa scampered clear
while Vergne was busy demoting
D’Ambrosio to third. At the start
of the final lap, the Portuguese
driver’s lead was 1.507s, but that
was just 0.462s at the finish.

“I was not actually stressed
until the second last corner where
I wasn’t expecting him to be that
close,” a delighted da Costa said
afterwards. “I took it easy on the
last lap just to bring it home and
then I looked in the mirror and he
was right there. I was like ‘jeez
I should have kept pushing on

BMWDRAWS FIRST
BLOOD IN FORMULA E

Da Costa leads
away from pole

Da Costa was in top form

RESULTS

Round1/12,AdDiriyah(SA),December15,33laps-51.510miles

POS DRIVER CAR TIME
1 AntonioFelixdaCosta (POR) BMW-BMWiFE.18 46m29.377s
2 Jean-EricVergne(FRA) DSTecheetah-DSE-TenseFE19 +0.462s
3 Jeromed’Ambrosio (BEL) MahindraRacing-MahindraM5Electro +4.033s
4 MitchEvans (NZL) Jaguar-Jaguar I-TYPE3 +5.383s
5 AndreLotterer (DEU) DSTecheetah-DSE-TenseFE19 +5.579s
6 SebastienBuemi (CHE) Nissane.Dams-Nissan IM01 +6.625s
7 OliverRowland(GBR) Nissane.Dams-Nissan IM01 +9.105s
8 DanielAbt (DEU) AudiSportAbt-Audie-tronFE05 +9.819s
9 LucasdiGrassi (BRA) AudiSportAbt-Audie-tronFE05 +10.936s
10 NelsonPiquet Jr (BRA) Jaguar-Jaguar I-TYPE3 +11.564s
11 SamBird (GBR) VirginRacing-Audie-tronFE05 +11.747s
12 RobinFrijns (NLD) VirginRacing-Audie-tronFE05 +12.189s
13 OliverTurvey (GBR) NIO-NIO004 +13.104s
14 TomDillmann(FRA) NIO-NIO004 +14.273s
15 MaximilianGunther (DEU) DragonRacing-PenskeEV-3 +16.161s
16 StoffelVandoorne (BEL) HWA-VenturiVFE-05 +20.013s
17 FelipeMassa (BRA) Venturi-VenturiVFE-05 +43.610s
18 AlexanderSims(GBR) BMW-BMWiFE.18 +47.712s
19 EdoardoMortara (CHE) Venturi -VenturiVFE-05 -1 lap
R JoseMariaLopez (ARG) DragonRacing-PenskeEV-3 25laps/accidentdamage
R GaryPaffett (GBR) HWA-VenturiVFE-05 9laps/accidentdamage
R FelixRosenqvist (SWE) MahindraRacing-MahindraM5Electro 8 laps/transmission

Winner’s average speed 66.479mph. Fastest lap Lotterer 1m12.591s (76.854mph).
Qualifying 1 da Costa 1m17.728s; 2 Lopez 1m18.113s; 3 Buemi 1m18.269s; 4 Vandoorne 1m18.490s; 5 Vergne 1m18.571s; 6
d’Ambrosio 1m19.077s; 7 Lotterer 1m19.317s; 8 Evans 1m19.712s; 9 Paffett 1m19.929s; 10 Mortara 1m20.330s*; 11 Sims 1m20.367s;
12 Abt 1m20.385s; 13 Massa 1m20.407s; 14 Rowland 1m20.849s; 15 Piquet 1m21.489s; 16 Gunther 1m21.883s; 17 Rosenqvist
1m23.037s; 18 di Grassi 1m25.104s; 19 Bird 1m29.625s; 20 Frijns 1m31.566s; 21 Turvey; 22 Dillmann. *Three-place grid penalty.
Championship 1 da Costa 28; 2 Vergne 18; 3 d’Ambrosio 15; 4 Evans 12; 5 Lotterer 11; 6 Buemi 8; 7 Rowland 6; 8 Abt 4; 9 di Grassi
2; 10 Piquet 1.

Lotterer had to serve a drivethrough during race D’Ambrosio collected a podium finish for Mahindra
Champion Vergne 
tracked the leader

Photos: LAT
FORMULA E: SAUDI ARABIA

that lap’ but he was still not 
close enough.”

BMW motorsport boss Jens 
Marquardt called the victory a 
“historic” moment for the 
manufacturer. “To bring [BMW’s 
hard work] onto the race track 
here in Riyadh for the first time and 
have the first victory from pole 
straightaway,” he continued, “you 

definitely can’t have it any better.”
D’Ambrosio completed the 

podium ahead of  a late-charging 
Mitch Evans (Jaguar), Lotterer, 
Buemi, and Nissan’s Oliver 
Rowland, who was the top 
placed rookie. Nelson Piquet 
rounded out the top 10 behind a 
disappointed Audi pair, Daniel 
Abt and Lucas di Grassi.



Combe will highlight 1960s

FullMonteattack
BlueDiamondRileyServiceswill
fieldasix-car teamcomprising
fiveclassicRileysandanMGTC
in theMonteCarloClassique
Rallyat theendof January.The
cars, rangingfroma1931Riley9
Tourer to the1949MGwill start
fromClydebankonJanuary30.

LeJogmedals
Just fourcrews from70starterswon
GoldMedalson the recentLeJog, the
Land’sEndtoJohnO’GroatsClassic
ReliabilityTrial.Whenthecrewsarrived
at the topofScotland, thosewith the
topperformanceswereNoelKelly/
PeteJohnson(Volvo122S),Roger
Tushingham/AmyHenchoz (MGBGT),
PaulBloxidge/IanCanavan(Porsche
911)andRichardWhite/Bernard
Northmore (Porsche924S).

Canadiansprevail
Aftermorethan4000miles, the
bigwinners in the inauguralRally
RoundAfricawereCanadians
DavidandBarbaraBerks (1929

asanHonoraryLifePresidentof the
HistoricSportsCarClub tomark the 
endofhis timeas theclub’schief 
executiveofficer.Whitehasheld the 
role forover20yearsandwill stand 
downfromtheendofDecember.

Studebakersale
Therare1965StudebakerLark 
Daytona500most recently raced 
byNickWhalewillbeoffered 
forsalebyhisSilverstone
Auctions’soperationatAutosport 
International in January.As the 
only racingexample inEurope, 
the430bhptouringcarhasbeen 
invited tocompeteatGoodwood 
five times. Ithasanauction
estimate of £100,000 to £130,000.

HISTORICS

Allingham for Ford Escort Mk2 in Barbados Appendix K series to grow next season
Three-timeWelshRally
championAlexAllingham
will jointhehistoricscenefor
next year’s Sol Rally Barbados 
after accepting an invitation to 
drive the Weir Rallying Ford 
Escort Mk2.

Allingham and co-driver Ross 
Weir are the first new overseas 
competitors confirmed for the 
30th running of  the high-profile 
event, organised by the Barbados 
Rally Club. Last year, Weir 
co-drove for the car’s builder, 

DaveJenkins,onthewayto
29thoverallonthecar’sdebut,
despiteengineissuesinthe
high ambient temperatures.

Allingham started his rallying 
career back in 2001 in a 1600cc 
Escort Mk2 but has done most of  
his events in Subaru Imprezas.

Team patron and former 
competitor Rob Weir said: “We’re 
excited to have Alex as part of  the 
team. With our new Jondel engine 
installed and tested, we feel 
they’re a winning combination.”

Eighteventscoveringamix
of sprintandpitstopraces
have been unveiled for the 
second season of the Equipe 
Pre ’63 series for Appendix K 
FIA sportscars.

First launched for the 
2018 season, the new series 
rapidly gained support and 
next year’s calendar takes 
in the grand prix circuits at 
Silverstone and Brands Hatch.

John Pearson from Equipe
Classic Racing said: “The
first season surpassed all 
our expectations, achieving 
an average of 27 cars per 
race, which is a fantastic 
result when you consider 
just how many options 
there are for racing these 
cars. Early indications 
for 2019 point to bumper 
grids and close racing.” 

Castle Combe to roll back to the 1960s with Autumn Classic event
Heroesof the1960swilltake
centrestageattheeighth
CastleCombeAutumnClassic
onSaturdayOctober5.

Theeventwill includea
celebrationof 50yearsof Formula
FordattheWiltshiretrack,60
yearsof Marcosandaroundof

theHistoricRacingDrivers’
Club’snewClassicAlfaChallenge.

In1969,theCastleCombe
FormulaFordChampionship
wascreatedasthefirstcircuit-
basedchampionshipinBritish
motorracing.Theinaugural
championwasBryanSharp

(MerlynMk11)and50yearsof
thecategorywillbecelebrated.

Meanwhile,thecircuit’s
heroesof the1960swillbe
remembered,includingsaloon
carracerslikeVinceWoodman,
BrianCutting,Geoff Mabbsand
RichardLongman.

ByPaulLawrence

BritishTouringCar
Championship racer Jake
Hillwilldovetailaseason
inaLotusElan26Rwith
hisothercommitments
aftermakingan impressive
appearanceat the
SilverstoneClassic in July.

BRDCRisingStarHillhas
beeninvitedtosharethesame
Elanhetooktoamemorable
victoryintheGentleman
Drivers’raceatSilverstoneas
hefendedoff thebestACCobras,
TVRsandJaguarE-types.

Atthetime,theElanwas
ownedbyRichardWheeler
andnowthenewownerRob
FennhasaskedHilltoshare
thecarinthe2019Masters
GentlemanDrivers’series.Fenn
isswitchingfromtheLotusCup
UKtoracethecarunderthe
wingof JohnDanbyRacing.

“Igotacall fromDavidFenn
afewdaysagoandheaskedif
Iwouldbeinterestedinracing
withRobandworkingwiththem
andIjumpedatthechance,”
saidKent-basedHill.“Ican’t
thankDavidenoughforthe
opportunity,andforbelieving

inmeandwhat
lovetodevelop
historicracing
BTCCcampaig
superbopportu

Hill’s victory
was widely reg
of the drives of
season and sho
speed and vers
in the Elan at t
one of the high
career, so to ha
drive on so ma
circuits in one
cars with fanta
be incredible,”

BTCC racer signs up for 2019 Masters Gentleman Drivers series

HILL REUNITED WITH
LOTUS ELAN 26R

DOWNTHE
PUB
WITH
SAM
COLLIS
Age: 32Lives:Chesterfield
Silver Fern-winning co-driver

IN BRIEF

‘Morgan makes
it to the end’
Against all odds, below

He’sanaceco-driver
“I’vebeenrallying for15yearsand
Istartedassoonas Icould,mainly
co-driving. I’vedrivenonacouple
ofsingle-venuesanda fewroad
rallies. I’ve justboughtastage
rallyVauxhallAstra tostartdoing
abitmorenext year.But I’ll still be
co-driving forMatthewRobinson
inhishistoricEscortMk2.”

TheywontheSilverFern
“TheSilverFernRally inNew
Zealand lastmonthwas literally
mind-blowing.Tounderstand the
roadsyou’dhave togoandhave
a lookat it yourself. Thereare fresh-
airdropsandthe roadsurfaces
are incredible.Thepeoplewant
you thereandtheyareso friendly.
It isasuperbcountry.”

Itwasn’teasy
“Wewentoffon the thirddayata
very, verydeceptivecorner.We
were the firstcaron the roadand
itwas justoneof those things.
ShaneMurland, in thesecond
car, followedus inand I thought
hewasgoing to landon topofus.
Wethenneededtochangethe
enginebecause thecambelthad
jumpedwhenwe left the road.The
rallycameback touswhenRoger
Chilmanbrokeahalfshaft,but that’s
allpartof rallying. Ina40-mile rally
itwouldhavebeengameover.”

Mapswereachallenge
“Then,becausewewere leading
by so much we felt like sitting 
ducks because it was ours to 
lose. We’d have rather been 30s 
behind and chasing. The maps in 
New Zealand are nothing like as 
good as we have here.”

It was a massive win
“I can’t tell you what it meant to 
win. There was a lot of emotion: 
like nothing either of us has felt. It 
was like a weight had been lifted 
because we’d spent three days 
nursing a lead. We went through 
the final stage, the Motu Road, and 
after about eight miles Matthew 
said: ‘am I driving fast enough?’ 
You hear every rattle and Matthew 
had convinced himself that the 
propshaft was coming off!”

Photos: Paul Lawrenc

Hill was a giantkiller
at Silverstone in July

Collis: Silver Fern glory
Lark Daytona 500 is a rarity
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usted
undai

Norwegian driver
came under threat

Mikkelsen underperformed in WRC in 2018

WHO STOLE THE SHOW IN MN’S TOP 10 WRC DRIVERS OF THE YEAR? PAGE 36

RALLY NEWS

HYUNDAI CONSIDERED REDUCING
MIKKELSEN OUTINGS

ByDavidEvans

Hyundai tried toalter
AndreasMikkelsen’s
contractaheadof the2019
WorldRallyChampionship
season, investigating the
chancetoreducehisnumber
ofoutings in theseries.

MotorsportNewsunderstands
Hyundaihadlookedatthe
potentialforreducingMikkelsen’s
programme–atheorybacked
byaninitialreluctancefrom
managementtoconfirmthe29-year-
old’spreciseprogrammein2019.

Mikkelsenenduredhistoughest
seasonintheWRCin2018,failing
towinarallywhilehisfull-time
team-mateThierryNeuvillewon
threetimesandledthedrivers’
championshipforsevenrounds.
TheBelgianonlylosthistitlebid
onthefinalroundinAustralia,
endingtheseasonsecondwhile
Mikkelsenwasadistantsixth,
117pointsbehindhim.

Sourcesinsidetheteamhave
talkedof frustrationsbuildingwith
Mikkelsenandhislackof pace.

Sincereturningfromthefinal
roundinCoffsHarbour,there
havebeenaseriesof robust
meetingsbetweenMikkelsen
andtheteammanagement.An
upturninform,paceandresults
isexpectedfromnextmonth’s
MonteCarloRallyonwards.

TheNorwegiansaidhewould
be‘regrouping’throughthewinter
andlookingtotakelessonsfrom
thisseason.

TeammanagerAlainPenasse
admittedmorewasexpected
fromhissquad’ssecondfull-time
driverinthenewyear.

“It’sbeenatoughyearfor
Andreas,”PenassetoldMN.

“Andit’sclearthatlastyear
wasnottheoneheexpectedorwe
expectedoverall.Wehavehad
somedebriefingsafterthelast
roundof thechampionshipand
wewillworktogethertofinda
betterway.WewillseeinMonte
Carloif hehastakensomething
outof thesediscussions.”

Askeddirectlyif hewouldbe
contestingall14roundsalongside
Neuville,Penassereplied:“Yes,all

14.Itwasaveryeasydecision
becausewehavethecontractand
wewanttorespectthecontract.”

MikkelsentoldMNhehadwork
todo,saying:“It’sveryimportant
formetogetmyformback.I’m
workingwiththisteamnextyear,
soit’simportantformetogetout
of thisbadspiralthatI’mat.At
everyrally[wehadaproblem],
Itriedhardertomakeupforiton
thenextone.IguessIneedjust
onegoodresultandthenIcan
relaxagain,maybeI’mthinking
toomuchaboutthedriving.”

AlongwithSebastienLoeb,Dani
SordowasannouncedasaHyundai
driverfornextseasonlastweek.
TheSpaniardwilltackletheeight
ralliesLoebmisses,butpresumably
hisdealcouldshrinkif theteam’s
newsuperstarFrenchmanwants
moreWRCaction.

SordourgedHyundaitotake
thepositivesfromthelastfive
yearsandusethemin2019.

“Ifeltthat2018wasoneof my
mostcompetitiveseasons,”said
Sordo.“Weknowthatwhen
thingsworkinourfavourwecan

reallybestrongcontenders.It is
importantforustolearnfrom
thedifficultmomentsandcome
backstronger–that’stheaim
for2019.Wehaveanexcitingcrew
line-upwithSebastiencomingon
board.Hebringsanimmeasurable
amountof experiencewhich
willbeahugebenefittotheentire
teamaswemoveforward.”

TeamprincipalMichelNandan
willbekeentoforget2018andlook
towardsthenewyear,andstarting
theseasonwithaformerMonte
CarloRallywinnerinhisline-up.

“Ultimately,ourgoalistowin
theWRCtitle,”saidNandan.

“Webelievewehavethe
packagetoachievethat,andour
compositionof crewsfor2019
willperfectlyreflectthatambition.
Wearealsohappytoretainthe
servicesof Daniforanotheryear,
extendingapositiveworking
relationshipthatdatesbackto
2014.WithThierryandAndreas
alreadyonthebooksfornext
season,wehaveanexciting
mixof personalitiesanda
complementaryline-up.”

Photos: Red Bull Content Pool, mcklein-imagedatabase.com

German team investigated options with struggling driver

Sebastien Loeb’s 
decision to return 
to the World Rally 
Championship has 
forced Hayden Paddon 
to consider his time in 
the series could be up.

Paddon was on 
the brink of being 
announced alongside 
Dani Sordo on a part-
programme when an 
11th-hour agreement 
was made with nine-
time champion Loeb. 
Hyundai offered Paddon 
a single outing for 
2019, but he declined 
the offer (see column).

For the first time in 
a decade, the 2011 
PWRC champion faces 
a season without any 
WRC action. 

Paddon admitted the 
news was tough to 
take, saying: “The last 
few months have been 
mentally very difficult. 
There have been many 
discussions in the 
background, we were 
promised and told many 
things which haven’t 
come to fruition.

“After the signing of 
Sebastien Loeb we’ve 
been left high and 
dry – a seat [and] 
position which 
was planned 
we had after 
several months 
of discussions. 
We were 
offered just 
one rally, 
which in 
every one’s 

Paddon dropped, uncertain future
best interests – that’s 
not an option for us.

“Naturally we are very 
disappointed, but at the 
same time understand 
that can be the reality 
of professional sport. 
We can be proud of what 
we achieved and hold 
our head high.

“We were always told 
it was impossible for a 
Kiwi to be in the WRC. 
Not only did we get 
there, we won a rally 
and have eight podiums, 
[which] is some nice 
success that we can 
reflect on and was not 
possible without the 
belief and help of so 
many people in NZ. 
Of course, I feel like 
we could have achieved 
more but you can’t 
spend life reflecting 
on the ‘what ifs’.

“This is certainly 
not the end,” he said. 
“Rallying is in my blood 
and it’s just a matter 
to regroup and plan 
the next steps. We have 
some nice ideas [and] 
projects that we will try 
and put in place to take 
on the world with our 

own Kiwi team. 
“I’m still 
competitive, 
I’m still 
motivated, I 
still want to 
drive and I still 
want to win!” 
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Is M-Sport heading 
for WRC sunset?

M-Sport will seek an extension 
to the FIA’s Friday deadline 
for entry to the World Rally 
Championship as it battles 
to save its future in the series.

WRC manufacturers have
to confirm their entries with 
the governing body by Friday 
afternoon for inclusion in next 
year’s world championship. 
M-Sport team principal 
Malcolm Wilson said his team 
is not in a position to do that.

Despite lifting back-to-back 
drivers’ titles with Sebastien 
Ogier and winning last year’s 
manufacturers’ crown, the 
Cumbrian squad is out of  
cash ahead of  2019.

“I don’t think people really 

understand how close we are,” 
Wilson told MN. “I have 
contacted the FIA and explained 
to them that, right now, I simply 
can’t commit to 2019. We don’t 
have the necessary resource 
to compete and I don’t see 
that changing by Friday.

“It goes without saying that 
we’re working flat-out on this 
and there are some things in 
the pipeline, but I’ve been in 
this sport long enough to 
understand that the deal’s 
not done until the money’s 
in the bank.”

Wilson admitted funding 
the last two years with Ogier 
had cost M-Sport.

“Don’t get me wrong,” he 

said, “I wouldn’t change a thing 
and I’d do it again. To win three 
of  the four titles, five of  the six 
including the co-drivers’ titles 
for Julien [Ingrassia] was 
an absolutely outstanding 
achievement for a [private] 
team like ours. 

“Moving forward, one thing 
I am simply not prepared to 
do is risk the future of  the 
company. I walk around the 
factory here and I see 300 
faces that rely on M-Sport’s 
future being safeguarded – 
they’re more important  to 
me than competing in the 
World Rally Championship 
for another season.

“Like I said, we’re working 

on it and we’re working with 
the FIA. I desperately want to 
be there and I’ll do as much as 
possible to make sure we are. 
But I won’t risk everything.”

M-Sport has competed on 
every WRC round at the sport’s 
highest level since taking over 
Ford’s WRC participation in 
1997 and won seven world titles 
in that time. 

Toyota, Hyundai and Citroen 
will all confirm their entries 
with the FIA on Friday 
(December 21), along with their 
entries for round one. Friday is 
also the closing date for Monte 
Carlo Rally entries, with the 
entry list published by the round 
one organiser on January 11.

CitroenandHyundaiare
expected to reveal all-new 
liveries for next year’s 
World Rally Championship 
at the season launch at 
Autosport International.

A third new colour 
scheme will also be 
unveiled by British team 
M-Sport, if  the Cumbrian 
firm commits to the series 
(see separate story). 

Defending manufacturer 
champion Toyota Gazoo 
Racing is expected to run a 

liverysimilartothisyear,
but ‘Super Saturday’ 
January 12 will be the
first time to meet the 
Japanese firm’s new 
British crew Kris Meeke 
and Seb Marshall. 

Events director Kate 
Woodley said: “The livery 
unveil is such an exciting 
part of  the season and to 
have all the World Rally 
Championship teams 
showing their colours 
for the first time at 

AutosportInternational
is amazing for us. But, 
even more importantly, 
it’s amazing for the fans to 
have the chance to share 
in this moment.”

Fans attending ASI on 
Thursday and Friday will 
have the opportunity to 
look at all four factory cars 
in their 2018 liveries.

Tickets for the show 
are available from 
autosportinternational.
com. 

Valtteri Bottas will follow
in the footsteps of fellow 
Finnish Formula 1 
greats Keke Rosberg, 
Mika Hakkinen and Kimi 
Raikkonen when he 
starts next month’s Arctic 
Lapland Rally in a current-
spec World Rally Car.  

The 29-year-old will drive 
a Ford Fiesta WRC on the 
Rovaniemi-based event with 
two-time world champion 
Timo Rautiainen co-driving 
for him. Ahead of the January 
24-26 event, the Finn will 
complete two days of 
testing in the Arctic Circle. 

M-Sport’s deputy team 
principal Rich Millener 
is confident Bottas won’t 
let himself down.

He said: “We met Valtteri 
at the start of this season 
when we were in Monte Carlo 
and he made it clear what he 
wanted to do. He’s done a lot 
of karting with [Citroen 

WRC driver] Esapekka Lappi
and I think this is something 
he’s always wanted to do.

“What will be tough for him 
– and we’ve seen this with 
the likes of Kimi Raikkonen 
and Robert [Kubica] is 
learning pacenotes. But he’s 
got Timo [Rautiainen] there 
to help him.”

As well as the pacenotes, 
the weather conditions will 
play a big part in his debut 
on the stages.

“Consistent conditions 
would really help,” said 
Millener. “Ideally there 
will be a lot of snow, big 
snowbanks and lots of good, 
hard ice on the road. If he 
gets those conditions, he’ll 
find the grip’s at a really high 
level and he’ll learn quickly. 
If it’s a bit warmer and he 
starts to lose some studs 
from the tyres because there’s 
gravel coming through the 
ice, then it could be tough.”

‘Eating a doughnut 
at 14,110ft in America’
David Evans’s memory of the year, p44
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WRC liveries to be revealed at Autosport International

Bottas to make rally debut in WRC Fiesta 
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DAVID
EVANS
“Paddon didn
deserve to los
Hyundai seat”

R
ubbish week that last one. 
Glad to be rid of it. Heard the 
news that Steve Bagnall and 
Maurice Nagle had passed, 
two fellas for whom I had 
the greatest of respect. Can’t 

move on here without mentioning the fear 
factor with Baggers as well, he scared me 
rigid through the early part of my career. 

And so it remained, right up until my first trip to the 
Essen Motor Show with him. After that, everything 
was simpler, more straightforward. Largely because 
I remained comprehensively anaesthetised from the 
amount of Guinness consumed. 

Maurice, I met much more recently, but what a genuinely 
lovely bloke and so rightly and justifiably proud of Paul 
and his entire family. Both will be much missed.

I hope it doesn’t sound trite to move on to another 
person who will be missed, if not in the ultimate 
sense, but Hayden Paddon’s demise was another 
source of despondency for me last week. 

The news that Sebastien Loeb had signed for 
Hyundai was, of course, fantastic from a rally 
journalist’s perspective. But once the deal was 
announced, the more I talked and the more I thought 
about it, the more confused I became. What does this 
say about the South Korean firm’s WRC ambitions?

Short-term, there’s no doubt he will raise the 
potential for seeing an i20 Coupe WRC on the 
podium more regularly. But longer-term? Is Loeb 
the answer, I’m not so sure. 

I’ve rarely felt so conflicted on such a question. I 
sympathise hugely with the view that Loeb and Dani 
Sordo have had their go and they need to move on 
and let lads like Paddon get a fair go. 

But then, when it comes to Monte, I’ll be at the 
front of the queue to see how Loeb’s shakedown 
time compares. He will, undoubtedly, offer another 
fascinating angle to what’s shaping up to be a 
classic 2019 story. 

Loeb brings massive potential and a very safe pair 
of hands. So maybe keep him and ditch Dani. But 
then Sordo had his best season in years while the 
guillotine hung over his neck through 2018. The 
same could be said for Paddon, Hyundai’s second 
best scorer in terms of returning points per rally. 

Hayden did absolutely nothing wrong last year. 
He followed team instructions to the letter and 
delivered. And this is the thanks he gets.

Before I’m done with this column for this year, 
maybe we should tackle the elephant that’s popped 
in and out of the room over the last 12 months. 
Andreas Mikkelsen.

I’m baffled at how Paddon’s shown the door after 
what’s been a shocking season for the Norwegian. 
Sure, we can look up fastest times here or great 
splits there, but, on the results of 2018, Mikkelsen 
doesn’t deserve his seat next year. There are a few 
in the team who genuinely fear that he’ll ever come 
to terms with the i20 Coupe WRC.

That said, nobody will want to turn things around 
more than Mikkelsen. And he doesn’t have to look 
too far back in history to remember the pain of 
rejection. If those two elements don’t serve to carry 
him back to the podium’s top step then he must go.

And if he does, feel free to call me Michel Nandan: 
I’ve got the number of a Kiwi who can fly. 

WRC livery reveals at the Autosport Show

M-SPORT FIGHTING FOR WRC FUTURE

Motorsport News is sad to
report the death of  former 
Audi and Volkswagen team 
manager Steve Bagnall.

One of  British rallying’s key 
figures through the 1980s and 
1990s, Bagnall was responsible 
for bringing Audi’s stars from 
the world stage to these shores – 
including a brace of  British Open 
outings on the Ulster and Manx 
Rallies for Michele Mouton in 
the sensational Sport quattro E2.

Volkswagen’s success through 
the BRC’s Formula 2 era owed 
much to Bagnall and drivers 
like Mark Higgins and Alister 
McRae both readily accept 
their route to the top of  the 
sport would have been more 
difficult without Bagnall. 

McRae remembers his time 
with VW and Bagnall’s SBG 
team fondly – especially their 

testfortheDonegalRallyin1996.
McRae said: “Our first Tarmac 

test was in Ireland and the reason 
for using the particular road was 
because Steve said the local pub 
had the best Guinness anywhere 
in the world. After the first day 
of  testing I had to go down with 
him and was allowed one pint as 
we were testing the next day. I 
picked up the pint and he nearly 
knocked me off  my seat saying 
‘Young McRae put it back on the 
bar. You must let it rest so it can 
reach the zenith of  its creamy 
excellence’. A great guy who 
was instrumental in getting 
me into the WRC, he loved 
his motorsport.”

Higgins added: “He was a 
fantastic character, boss and 
friend. They don’t make them 
like Steve anymore.”

David Evans

Steve Bagnall

OBITUARY





Swann is a frontrunner in Caribbean events in his Impreza

RALLY NEWS
Photos: Jakob Ebrey, SMJ Photography

RICHARDS BACKS
CALENDAR RETHINK
Motorsport UK chairman calls for ‘common sense’ in the future

ByJackBenyon

MotorsportUK
chairmanDavid
Richardsbelievesa
rethink isneeded
onhowtheUKrally
calendar is formed,
ascalled forby
MotorsportNews
at thebeginningof
theseason.

InMN’s ‘howtosave
nationalrallying’feature,one
itemthatcameuprepeatedlyafter
canvassingtherallycommunity
wasthebelief thatfewerevents
inthecalendarcouldhelpto
boostparticipationby
strengtheningbiggerevents
tohelpimproveentries.

WhileRichardsstoppedshort
of backingfewerevents,hedidsay
thattheUKcouldimplementa
policysimilartoEuropean
countrieslikeFrance,which
doesn’tallowregionalrallies
twoweekspriortothenational
championship,intheUK’scasethe
BritishRallyChampionship.

“We’veallowedthecalendarjust
tohappen,”RichardstoldMN.
“Everyonehasturnedaroundtome

andthisgoesawhile
back, ‘itwouldbeso
muchbettertohavea
rallycalendar,if we
didn’thaveanyregional
championshipeventstwo
weeksbeforeaBritish
Championshipevent.
Itwouldhelpuswith
marshalling,officials
andparticipation’.
“Wecanchangethings

throughcommonsense.”
Currentlytherallycalendaris

formedbyclubsstatingwhenand
wheretheywantanevent,and
thatisthenapprovedordenied.

Richardssaidthatanew
systemcouldimprovenational
rallyingandbringcostsdown.

“Weshouldbetellingtheclubs
wheretheycanrally,choosethe
areatheycanrallyinandmake
surethere’snooverlaps,”Richards
added.“Weuse10percentof the
roadsavailableinWales,the
opportunitytoexpandiscolossal.

“Andif wedoit, themaintenance
costswillcomedown,costs
[altogether]willcomedown.Why
hasnoonemanagedthis?Because
noonehastheresponsibilityfor
theendperformance.”

Barbados regular Swann will drive an Escort Mk2 for the first time in December
Tempest Rally winner 
and Barbados rally 
frontrunner Rob Swann 
will drive a Ford Escort 
Mk2 for the first time on 
the Mini Tempest Deepcut 
stages later this month. 

Brit Swann has focused 
mostly on rallying his 
Subaru Impreza S12B WRC 
in Barbados in recent years. 

“The Subaru won’t be 
back in time from Barbados, 
it’s on its way back for a 
freshen-up over the winter,” 
said Swann.  

“Steve Finch has lent me 
his Mk2 Escort and that will 
be a new experience for me. 
I’ve had Escort Cosworths 
and an Escort G3 when I did 
BTRDA back in the day. 
I’m really looking forward 
to it.”

Swann wanted to help 
out the Sutton and Cheam 

Motor Club event run in 
tandem with the Craven 
Motor Club, having initially 
not planned to take part. 

“I’m a big fan of  the 
Tempest rallies: I’ve won 
the gravel rally a few times, 
I saw the entry and didn’t 
think I’d have a car. 

“But then I saw they 
were struggling for entries
so I rallied around a few
people to try and drum 
up the entries.”

The event takes place 
for one time only on the 
Princess Royal Barracks,
Deepcut. The MoD facility
will close next year, so this
is the last chance for an 
event there. 

It is a non-spectator 
event so the only chance
to watch is to marshal. 
Contact davewhyman@
hotmail.com for details.  

BRC has struggled 
to bag clubmen 

New co-driver
training scheme
British Rally Championship
co-driver Craig Parry has
launched a co-driver
training scheme to help
navigators improve.

Parry has started CPM
Training alongside Jamie
Edwards – a respected rally
co-driver in his own right and
co-founder of the Rally4Wales
road repair outfit – to deliver
special workshops based
on the duo’s experience.

The first workshop is at
Monkhouse Granary in
Shrewsbury and takes place
on February 2.

“There’s a massive gap between
national events and the route to
the world championship,” said
2016 BRC champion Parry.

“Once I announced I was
retiring, I spoke to Jamie about
the potential to run some courses.
Jamie is a professional trainer
by trade so it made sense to
organise something together.

“Between us, we’ve put
together a four-hour course,
which is open to drivers and
co-drivers, if  they want to come 
as a pair, and there’s no age 
limit so everyone is welcome. I
t’s about improving skills.”

Parry has taken on a number 
of  roles in rallying recently after 
he was forced to retire due to 
a crash in testing for WRC 
Rally Germany.

During the workshop, 
attendees will learn about 
scheduling tests, recces and 
movement schedules for teams 
on events, as well as checking  
notes from a recce video and 
learning how to prepare better 
for events.

Admission to the workshop 
is £100. For tickets and 
more information visit 
facebook.com/cpmrally.
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Richards:
Calendar issue

A conversation about Moll’s Gap 
is always special. But it was never 
more special than when it was 
with Maurice Nagle. 

MN is saddened to report Nagle’s 
passing following a short illness. 
Well-known and much-loved as 
both a co-driver and Killarney 
organiser, Maurice made for the 
best of  company, especially when 
he was talking about the sport he 
loved most.  But, better than talking 
about it was doing it, which is just 
what Maurice did when he drove 

course car ontheKillarneyHistoric
Stages Rally earlier this month.

Not far behind him on the road 
was his son Paul, co-driving a 
second course car – albeit slightly 
quicker – in Craig Breen’s Metro 
6R4. Paul’s career as a world 
championship co-driver was a 
source of  huge pride for Maurice.

MN’s deepest sympathies are 
extended to his wife Angela, sons 
Paul and Alan, the rest of  his family 
and many friends in the sport. 

David Evans

Maurice Nagle 1951-2018
OBITUARY

Maurice (r) and 
Paul (middle)





Welsh event attracts 
storied works’ cars

Photos: IF Image Cymru, Roy Dempster, Kevin Money

RALLY REPORTS

The Oswestry Showground 
based Speed & Rally Show 
will return in 2019, with a new 
August date, and a celebration 
of  the Mini and Richard Burns.

In 2018 the Motorsport News-
supported event celebrated the 
anniversary of  the last season 
of the Motoring News Road 
Rally Championship in 1986, 
with special guests from the era.

Next year marks 60 years since 
the Mini hit the roads in the UK 
and the mid-wales event near 

the English border is looking 
for cars throughout the years 
to join on static display and as 
demonstration machines.

The 20th anniversary of  
the Richard Burns Subaru 
Impreza is also on the agenda 
to celebrate on August 17.

The event always attracts 
an array of  current and 
historic machinery from 
British and World Rally 
history, with a testing demo 
stage set-up which also 

features buggies, motorbikes 
and other machines from the 
world of  motoring. 

“After feedback from 
entrants and the great clubs 
that help us source vehicles 
it became apparent the May 
date just wouldn’t work,” 
said Lightning House’s 
Brynmor Pierce, the man 
behind the event.

“We’ve looked at other dates 
and decided to take a leap of  
faith with August 17, this has 

already ensured some of  the 
amazing ex-works rally cars 
from 2017 are back with us.”

Pierce owns a Mk1 Mini 
Cooper and has had variations 
of  the cars in his family since 
the 1960s. The Mini Cooper 
Register and HRCR Mini Cup 
championship have also been 
invited to mark the occasion.

Tickets for the event are 
available on January 1 
and are all priced below £20. 
Visit: tsars.org for details. 

ReigningTurkeyRunRally
winner Joe McGonigle will 
return to the event at the 
end of  December to do 
development work on his 
Mini John Cooper Works 
WRC car.

McGonigle finishedthird
in the Irish NationalRally
Championshipthisyear
in the Mini, butarules
change in thecountry
means WRC carsmust
revert to runningwith
the original sizerestrictor

theyusedinperiod. Inthe
UK and Ireland WRCs are 
often run with a bigger 
restrictor for more power. 

“You’re not allowed a 
34mm restrictor now,” 
said McGonigle. 

“I’dneverevendriven
thecar[withthe
homologatedrestrictor]
sowewanttodothe
TurkeyRuntoworkonthe
mappingandmakesure
everythingisasgoodascan
befortheIrishNational

Championshipnextyear.
“It took me some time 

to settle in to the Mini so 
hopefully we’ll be in better 
shape in 2019.”

Dominic McNeill, Derek 
McGeehan and Alan 
Carmichaelareallsetto
useWRCcarsonthe
CountyDerryShackleton
Airfieldeventon
December29.Thereare29
stagemilesontheevent.
Foralistof festiverallies,
seeWhat’sOn,page16.

‘M-Sport’s new R2 
challenger tested’
MN visits Poland factory, p38
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McGonigle to defend Turkey Run Rally win in WRC Mini

Procter takes eighth Croft Christmas win

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

MN’S MAN ON THE MANX

“Manxmen hope
for better 2019 
rally season”

J
ust two of five intended stage 
rallies took place on the Isle 
of Man in 2018, making it the 
leanest calendar for over 40 
years, foot and mouth aside.

In 2017 the island clubs restarted 
forest rallying with two successful events, 
a much-needed return to the gravel stages 
that helped launch Mark Higgins and Martin 
Rowe, among others. Both were scrapped 
this year due to a lack of entries and, 
worryingly, neither is even on the calendar 
for 2019. All the impetus has been lost.

Then in the summer came the cancellation 
of Rally Isle of Man, a heritage event not just 
for the island but for British rallying. The fact 
that it fell because of disagreement between 
the organisers and the authorising bodies 
of the Government remains a sore point of 
contention for all entrants and spectators.

RIOM organisers, battered by the bruising 
aftermath of their decision, have shown 
little appetite to move forward. Almost four 
months have drifted by since the event 
was axed and, although they say they hope 
to run a 2019 rally, in reality planning appears 
slowed and there is no date confirmed.

Most importantly, the stalemate means 
that any significant and vital rebuilding of 
relations with the IOM Government has 
yet to begin.

Beyond that is the question of where the 
future of this once folklore event lies.

Pokerstars Rally winner Jamie Jukes, as 
big a fan of Manx rallying as there is, rightly 
reminded me in November, “we all watch the 
Patrick Snijers videos in awe, but that was 
30 years ago. We need an updated reason 
to marvel. What would RIOM be coming 
back as? It needs to be something special.”

Yet in 2017 the event was a round of no 
fewer than nine championships and had 
over 170 entries. The demand is there, 
but the sense of deja vu is too, back to 
2012 and the last ‘start from zero’ project. 
It will be more difficult now.

However, there are chinks of light. Manx 
Auto Sport will introduce the Junior Rally 
concept on an event in February, the 
Motorsport UK  Asphalt Rally 
Championship return to the Manx National 
Rally was a great success to be built on, 
and the Pokerstars Rally profile continues 
to rise, albeit linked to the absence of the 
Mull Rally in the short-term.

All of the issues facing Manx rallying are 
serious, but they also pale into insignificance 
in the wake of the loss of driver Mark James 
following his incident on the Pokerstars 
Rally. Mark’s family and friendship circle 
are in the thoughts of the island’s rallying 
community, and it is a stark reminder of 
the need to pull together and the privilege 
we have to enjoy our sport.

A New Year offers an opportunity to 
turn the page.

McGonigle is targeting a Mini title push 

Procter never looked in doubt after two year win drought

SPEED & RALLY SHOW BACK 
WITH NEW DATE FOR 2019

CHR
BOY

Christmas Stages Rally
By Larry Carter

Organiser: Northallerton Automobile Club When: 
December 16 Where: Croft Circuit, North Yorkshire 
Championships: North of England Tarmacadam 
Stages: 8 Starters: 89.

After going two years without 
a victory on their home event, 
local aces Kevin Procter and Dave 
Bellerby returned to winning 
ways when they emerged 
triumphant in Northallerton 
Automobile Club’s Christmas 
Stages Rally at Croft Circuit.

Runners-up last year, the 
pairing overcome the tricky 
damp conditions early on to 
win all eight stages for an eighth 
win in total on the festive event.

Once the early challenge from 
2016 winners Guy Smith/Patrick 
Walsh (Ford Fiesta R5+) and Tony 
Bardy/Tony Walker (Ford Focus 
WRC) ended in both crews 
suffering mechanical problems 
after SS2, no one else got a look in 
as Procter eased to victory.

As the milder conditions 
allowed the track to dry, he 
eased 22s ahead after SS2 and 
the gap extended to 44 seconds 
over Peter Smith/Graham Wild 
(Fiesta RS WRC) by the half-time 
turnaround following SS4. 

Peter Smith valiantly equalled 
Procter on SS6, but it was to no 
avail as darkness fell, Procter 
upped the pace again to stamp 
his authority on proceedings in 

his S2000 car with a turbo engine.
Smith claimed second ahead of  

Gordon Morrison with stunt driver 
Paul Swift fourth. A late charging 
Peter Stephenson/Ian Windress 
(Subaru) jumped the Escort of  
Mark Jasper/Don Whyatt for fifth. 
Class 1 was won by Mark/Andrew 
Constantine (Vauxhall Corsa), Des 
Campbell/Craig Forsyth (Peugeot 
206) took Class 2 and in Class 3, 
Edward Todd/Andy Brown (GTM 
Coupe) took the win. Swift won 

Class 4 with Stephenson doing 
likewise in Class 5.
Results
1 Kevin Procter/Dave Bellerby (Ford Fiesta) 57m14s; 
2 Peter Smith/Graham Wild (Fiesta RS WRC) +1m19s; 
3 Gordon Morrison/Calum MacPherson (Subaru Impreza); 
4 Paul Swift/Russ Swift (Ford Escort Mk2); 5 Peter 
Stephenson/Ian Windress (Subaru Impreza WRC); 
6 Mark Jasper/Don Whyatt (Escort Mk2); 7 Geoff Wright/
Chris Sanderson (Fiesta); 8 Des Campbell/Craig Forsyth 
(Peugeot 206); 9 Edward Todd/Andy Brown (GTM Coupe); 
10 Barry Lindsay/Caroline Lodge (Peugeot 106).
Class winners: Mark Constantine/Andrew Constantine 
(Vauxhall Corsa); Campbell/Forsyth; Todd/Brown; Swift/
Swift; Procter/Bellerby.
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Champions’ future in doubt as German firm withdraws its backing from contest

ByHalRidge

PetterSolberg’sWorldRallycross
Championship-winningPSRX
VolkswagenSwedenteam
won’tdefend its titles in2019
asheandVWhavedecidednot
to takepart in thecategory.

VWjoinsAudiandPeugeotin
quittingtheseries,whiletheprivately-
runOlsbergsMSEteam,whichran
FordFiestasintheclass,willalso
beonthesidelinesin2019.

PSRXhadplannedtocontinuein
theseriesnextyear,butinastatement
issuedattheendof lastweek,itcited
alackof competitionfollowingthe
departureof theotherworksor
works-assistedteamsfromWorldRX.

Theannouncementmeansthat,asit
stands,therewillbenomanufacturer-
backedteamsinWorldRXin2019,for
thefirsttimesincethechampionship
gainedFIAWorldstatus(when
PeugeotbackedKennethHansen’s
teamandOlsbergsMSEreceived
supportfromFord)in2014.

PSRXwonbothdrivers’andteams’
titlesforthelasttwoyears,running
abraceof WRC-derivedVolkswagen

2013
PetterSolberg returns
toEuropeanrallycross
withaPSRX-built
CitroenDS3butendures
adifficult yearclouded
bymechanical issues
andontrack incidents.

2014
Solbergwins the first
everWorldRXevent in
Portugalandgoeson
toclaimthe firstdrivers’
title.PSRXrunsa two-
car team,with the
secondcardrivenby
AlexanderHvaal,Simone
Romagna,StenOja
andManfredStohl.

2015
Solberg teamsupwith
BritLiamDoran ina two-
careffortcalledSDRX,
andtheNorwegianclaims
his thirdFIAWorld title.

2016
Returning toasingle-car
DS3outfit,Solberg
fights for the titlewith
MattiasEkstrombut
drops to fourth in
thepoints in the final
roundsof theseason.

2017
PSRXgetsVolkswagen
backing to runapairof
adaptedex-WRC
Polos,andsignsJohan
Kristoffersson.Solberg
winsatLyddenHill as
Kristoffersson takes the
title, andPSRXclaims
the teams’crown.

2018
Kristofferssonand
PSRXdefendthe
drivers’and teams’ titles.
Kristofferssonwins11
of the12rounds,
Solberg justmisses
third in thepointsdue
toanenginepenalty.

Back-to-backWorldRXchampion
Johan Kristoffersson says it’s highly 
unlikely that he will be on the grid 
in 2019 as he weighs up circuit racing 
and rallying options, but is keen to 
return to the discipline. 

The 11-time 2018 round winner 
said: “I’m disappointed that we 
cannot continue [in World RX] 
because for me it’s been two amazing 
years with great success.

“Since day one I’ve felt really 
comfortable and really welcome in 
PSRX, it’s been a really nice journey 
and I enjoyed every minute. It’s 
something that I will remember for 
the rest of  my life but I 100 per cent 
understand the decision.”

Kristoffersson’s contract with the 
team comes to an end this month. He 
received final confirmation of  the news 
that the VW-backed squad would shelve 
its plans to compete in World RX next 

yearonThursdayevening,beforethe
announcement on Friday, the same 
day that he is believed to have tested a 
WTCR Volkswagen Golf  at Portimao. 

A source told MN that reigning 
Swedish Touring Car champion 
Kristoffersson attended the 
Portuguese test and ran at comparable 
pace to British driver Rob Huff. 
“I’m not closing any doors, but it is 
highly unlikely to see me in another 
rallycross team for 2019. For me 
scanning the market, the closest I’m 
looking at is within the Volkswagen 
family. I have been there since 2008 
so that’s quite natural to look there 
and see what opportunities I have.” 

Kristoffersson won the STCC title 
with his father’s team this season and 
is also set to drive a new Polo R5 for 
the team in rallying. 

He will debut the car before the end 
of  the year, and is working on plans to 

compete on Rally Sweden in February.
“There is still an evaluation going on 

about what happens with STCC for 
Kristoffersson Motorsport next year, 
so for sure there is testing going on,” he 
said. “Also within Volkswagen there 
are TCR cars running in the WTCR, 
but for the next couple of  weeks rally 
will be my focus.” 

The Swede says he is keen to return to 
rallycross, especially in the proposed 
electric switch in 2021. “If  they are able 
to push through electric and there 
will be manufacturer teams running 
in 2021, I will most likely be there,” 
he said. “There will be a big, big 
difference between the 2018 and 2019 
seasons in rallycross, next year it 
looks like it will be less manufacturers 
involved, but I don’t think that the 
announcement from Volkswagen’s 
side is decreasing the possibilities 
for an electric future in rallycross.”

The PSRX team will 
step down in 2019

SPORTING SCENE

Kristoffersson assesses his options for 2019 and has race and rally chances

Kristoffersson did 
’18 Rally Sweden

SOLBERG’S WRX TIMELINE

Motorsport-prepared Polos. “We can 
all see the potential here, but it’s just 
not sensible to continue for PSRX 
Volkswagen Sweden in 2019,” said 
double WRX champion Solberg. 

The top non-works driver in the 2018 
drivers’ championship was GRX driver 
Niclas Gronholm in seventh, 195 points 
behind champion Johan Kristoffersson. 

Solberg said: “The important thing to 
understand here is that this is a pause – 
a pause and not an end. I still believe 
in World RX. I still believe this 
championship can deliver the most 
sustainable, relevant, entertaining 
and competitive racing anywhere 
in the world.” 

The Norwegian has stated that he 
will compete in a Volkswagen in 2019, 
but has given no further information. 

While Solberg’s team has competed 
in every World RX event since the 
series began, Volkswagen Motorsport’s 
involvement since 2017 has been with an 
eye on the future, and the electrification 
of  World RX. However, that switch 
has been postponed until 2021. The 
marque says it’s still interested in the 
electric switch. 

“We certainly didn’t take the decision 

lightly, but we came to a mutual 
agreement not to continue in WRX 
in 2019 as there is huge uncertainty 
regarding the entries and the 
competition for next season,” said 
Volkswagen motorsport director 
Sven Smeets. “Naturally, Volkswagen 
Motorsport will keep a close eye 
on any developments towards 
the electrification of  the sport 
of  rallycross.” 

World Rallycross promotor IMG 
says it is in discussion with several 
privateer teams about entries for 2019. 
“It’s disappointing that Petter and 
Volkswagen are pausing their 
involvement,” said World RX managing 
director Paul Bellamy. “But while 
one door closes another door opens. 
Volkswagen has been incredibly 
dominant over the last two years and it 
does make it a very open championship 
now as we go into 2019. Talking to a 
number of  private teams, they see 
an opportunity now to be a world 
champion. There’s probably five or 
six of  those looking at that as teams. 
Car count, I think it could be anywhere 
between 14 to 19 with the conversations 
I’m currently having.” 
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MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters
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Duncan Stephens caught Aaron Haizelden

Autograssing, taken by Ben Forrester

A Ford C100 at Mondello, by Mark Ashby

Daniel Darrall took a trip to the WRC season-opener in Monaco

Flying Lancer, taken by Geoff Bengough

Nearly! Snetterton fun from Sam Nudd Ian Cutting captured this moment of high drama at Rockingham

Robert Taylor enjoyed a trip to the Goodwood Festival of Speed

Mike Phillips went to the Spa 24 Hours

BTCC traffic jam, by Adam Chamberlain

Good timing, taken by Steve Wells

Goodwood pack, from Bob Sketchley

Lambo drama at Oulton, by Nick Littler

Touring car classics at Oulton Park, sent in by James Lomax

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF THE WEEK!

Gary Hill snapped this shot of a Rover at Brands Hatch. It makes Mike Stokoe happy

Julian Godfrey’s spectacular exit from British Rallycross at Croft, by Richard Salisbury



MN SAYS...

Why it was a year to rememb
It is that timeofyearwhenwecanreflecton the12months justgone,andmotorsporthasonceagaindelivered
sometruly remarkablemomentswhichwehavecompiledwithin thesepages. In fact, therearesomany thatwe
couldhave filled theDefiningMoments list (pages19-29) twiceover.

Thenews thisweek thatSebastienLoebwill takepart inaselectedprogrammeofWorldRallyChampionshipeventswith
Hyundai addsevenmoreexcitement towhatwill bea fascinatingseason.Themain focuswill beonKrisMeeke, asheaims to
restorehis reputation inarguably the fastestcaron thestages, theToyotaYarisWRC.

Then inF1,LewisHamiltonshowsnosignsof slowingdownashe is rippingup the recordbooksonhisway tobecoming the
bestof all time.Hemightwell dominate,buthismastery is supreme.Wewill also lookout for theprogressof youngBritish-born
acesLandoNorris,GeorgeRussell andAlexAlbon.Motorsport is inaverygoodplace.
Matt James,Editor (Twitter:@MattJMNews)

Motorsport has delivered – but there’s plenty to look forward to
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PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS VIEWS AND REPORTS

So,theTVisabouttovomit
out akaleidoscopeof topnotch
entertainmentoverthefestive
period.Afterayearof Brexitmania
andtheworldbeingonthevergeof
anuclearwarit’snicetobebrought
backdowntoearthwiththeclassics.

SoletsstartwithWatership
Down (Part1–Saturday,December
22,1900hrs,BBC1/Part2–Sunday,
1920hrs,BBC1).Fansof shipstune
out, fansof rabbitstunein.Notgot
anytissuesinthehouse?Tuneback
outagain.Nextit’sDragon’sDen
(Sunday,December23,2000hrs,
BBC2).Thosehugepilesof cash
sittingnexttotheDragonsisjust
askingforalonementalisttocome
waltzingintothedenpitchingfora
1percentstakeinhisnewsawn-off
shotgunrangewithbuilt insmoothie
maker….nowthatwouldmake
forgreatentertainmentwatching
PeterJonesgethaggleddownat
gunpointbutsadlyIwon’tbe
watchingittonight...“I’mout”!

Thename’sBond,JamesBond,in
CasinoRoyale (Sunday,December
23,2100hrs,ITV).Don’tgettooexcited
bythecarinthisonethough.The
AstonMartinDBSdoesn’thave
theusual007gadgets therear-
facingdouble-barreledgun,the
flamethrowers,theejectorseats
withparachute...butjustasmall
defibrillator,theonecareful
previousownerwasinfacta
hypochondriacvillain.Bondwins
itinastrippokergameIthink...

Bigfansof laughterandsuffering

fromFatherTed insomniashould
avoidlyinghorizontalandtuneinto
Channel4aftermidnighttowatch
TedoffendCraggyIsland’sChinese
communitywithfourclassicepisodes.

It’sChristmasEve,thestockingis
hung,thechildren’seyesaretaped
closed –settledownwithapintof
mulledvodkaandwatchTheLady
intheVan (Monday,December24,
2200hrs,BBC2).If anoldbagparked
hervanonyourdrivewayfor15
years,that’s£657,000inparking
fines... thankyou!

ChristmasDayisfinallyhere,so
watchtheQueen’sSpeech (1500hrs,
BBC1)asshemarvelsovertheUK’s
amazingyearthroughherrosetinted
spectacles(wellGarethSouthgate’s
ladsdidalrightinRussia,thenthere
wasBillyMonger’scourageous
motorsportcomeback,Harry
Redknappbeingcrowned Kingof
theJunglebutthat’sitandshe
probablywon’tmentionanyof
thesesoIfeelitmydutytohere!).

AnywaywatchChittyChitty
BangBang (1510hrs,Channel5) ,
thenoiseof theflyingvintagecar
backfiringmightbehandytomask
thoseawkwardtrousercoughspost
brusselsproutoverdose,youmight
needtoapplyagasmaskthough...
Imeanwhoactuallylikesbrussel
sproutsbutwealleatatleast10
becauseit’stradition.

If youfancyaswifthalf pintof
miserythenpopintotheQueenVic
(2115hrs,BBC1).Spoileralert, the
newEastEnderssetwon’tbeready

until2023andatacostof £86million.
It’sBoxingDay,timeformore

familybondingwithQuantumof
Solace (Wednesday,December26,
2000hrs,ITV).Astonenthusiasts
don’tgettooexcitedasagoldFord
Kaseemstobecentrestage!Skyfall
(Thursday,December27,2000hrs,
ITV)ontheotherhandisrich
pickingsandAstonnerdswill
notbeabletostandupasthegorgeous
DB5makesoneof itslongest
appearancessinceGoldfinger(1964).

It’sNewYear’sEve.Youcouldgo
outandwatchfireworkswhizzing,
bangingandpoppingbythebongs
of BigBenandthengetkettledina
darkalleywaybytheoldbill forthree
hours,oryoucouldstayindoorsasa
hair-raisingsupercarchasethrough
Romeisdefinitelyamoreappealing
optionintheBondthrillerSpectre
(Monday,December31,2000hrs,ITV).
BondhasaDB10andwillneedmore
thanatubeof T-cuttosortit intheend.

Sonowit’sNewYear’sDay,2019...
thehangovercure,(nonotbecoming
afullyfledgedvegan,orrunning
backwardsforfivemilesinyournew
lycrabudgiesmugglers)settledown
withaturkeysandwichandwatch
World’sStrongestMan (Tuesday,
January1,2019,Channel5,1750hrs).
Tossingthehammer,pullingan
aeroplaneandliftingacar.That’sall
they’llbefit forsoonwhentheyhave
nosteeringwheelorengineandrely
on400odd9Vrechargeables... these
guyscouldhavesingle-handedly
builtCrossrail inhalf thetime.

LISTINGSCHRISTMAS TV GUIDE BY MIKE STOKOE

NEXT ISSUE OUT WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2 2019

RACING
BOXING DAY

Mallory Park,
Leics
BRSCC meeting:
Sports Cars, Open
Saloons, motorbikes
Starts racing from 1130hrs
(qualifying from 0945hrs)
Admission adult £12,
under 13 free Web
mallorypark.co.uk
Contact 01455 502214

RALLY
DECEMBER 27

Mondello Park,
County Kildare
Carlow Rallysprint
Starts 1130hrs
Admission TBC
Web carlowcarclub.ie

DECEMBER 29
Shackleton,

Ballykelly
MJM Turkey Run Rally

Starts 0945hrs
Admission TBC
Web maidencitymotorclub.
webs.com

DECEMBER 30
Pembrey Circuit,

Llanelli
West Wales Rally Spares
Jaffa Stages
Starts 0930hrs
Admission TBC
Web carmarthenmotorclub.
co.uk

SPORTING
SCENE
DECEMBER 30

Stoke, Staffs
BriSCA F1
Starts 1230hrs
Admission TBC
Web brisca.com

Details correct at time of
press but please check
before travelling

BRITAIN’S FUTURE FORMULA 1
WORLD CHAMPIONS?

WHAT’S ON

Jaffa Stages at Pembrey Circuit is on December 30

SHORT OVAL 
REVIEW OF 
THE YEAR

NATIONAL 
RACING’S 
UNDERDOGS
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TOP

50
MOMENTS
THAT DEFINED

By Matt James

The 2018 season has 
been a dramatic one 
for so many reasons, 
and much of what has 
played out over the 
last 12 months will live 
long in the memory.

From Lewis Hamilton’s 
sensational fifth World 
F1 title to one of  the 
most tense World 
Rally Championship 
showdowns in seasons, 
motorsport has delivered 
some mouth-watering 
storylines and we have 
attempted to collect 
together our defining 
moments of  the 
12 months just gone.

We hope you enjoy 
our look back at the 
highs and lows of  the 
year and if  you think 
we have missed anything, 
please let us know at 
letters@motorsport-
news.co.uk.

Happy Christmas!
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DEFINING MOMENTS

WHERE:THRUXTON
WHEN:JUNE 3
Just to hear the sound of a wailing
DFV around the sweeps of Thruxton 
was special. The Williams FW08C 
that Karun Chandhok hustled 
around the 2.356-mile track was 
a joy, but it was only the icing on 
the cake of  a wonderful weekend 
marking five decades of  the 
Hampshire venue.

The superb race line up
including many historic
categories recalling machines
from the track’s past, and 
there was a mouth-watering 
display of  iconic motorsport 
winners in the paddock. 

The weekend also marked a 
significant development in 
terms of  the facilities at the 
circuit, with the opening of  

the new Thruxton Centre on the
inside of Allard corner.

It is a state-of-the-art building
which offers facilities for fans 
on race weekends and corporate 
hospitality, but will also allow 
the venue to maximise its 
revenue through the week with 
manufacturer launches and 
conferences. The future seems 
set for many years to come. MJ

WHERE: ANGLESEY 
WHEN: MARCH 18
There’s no doubt that the Ford 
Escort Mk2 has a rightful place 
in rally history, and it continues 
to write concurrent chapters 
in both modern and historic 
rallying in its varying specs, 
especially in the Motorsport 
News Circuit Rally 
Championship where the model 
has won the last two titles. 

But sometimes it’s nice to see 
some variation, and a different 
car taking plaudits. Especially 
when it’s a Peugeot 306 Maxi. 

The ex-Francois Delecour and 

Gilles Panizzi test car was 
driven brilliantly by the 
talented Chris West and 
co-driver Keith Hounslow 
and, although it is more 
advanced than the original 
F2-spec car, it’s still 
fundamentally heavier than 
a Mk2 and front-wheel drive. 

West wrapped up the title a 
round early at Anglesey after 
three maximum scores out of  
eight, and has returned just as 
strong in the 2018/19 season
taking two maximum points
scores on the first three
rounds already. JB

WHERE:GROSVENOR
HOUSEHOTEL, LONDON
WHEN:DECEMBER2
TomGamblecertainlywas
notthefavouritegoinginto
thejudgingprocessfor
theMcLarenAutosport
BRDCAward.

Hefacedoppositionfrom
2017BritishF4champion
JamieCaroline,Formula
RenaultEurocupwinnerMax
Fewtrellandthe2018British
F4championKiernJewiss.
Gamble,17,hadjumpedfrom
GinettaJuniorstoF3inone
boundfor2018,whichwasa
giantleap.He finished fifth
in the points but when the

pressure was on in the
assessment sessions at
Silverstone at the end of the
year, he handled the MSV F2
car, the Ligier LMP3 and the
McLaren 650 GT3 with skill.
Judges were impressed with
all aspects of Gamble’s
overall performance.

“To say I’ve won the
Autosport Award, and having
beaten some of the best
drivers my age in the UK, is
phenomenal,” Gamble said.
“It’s definitely going to take
a while to sink in! Having
this award on my CV will
definitely make me a lot
more appealing.” MJ

WHERE:BRAZILIAN
GRANDPRIX
WHEN:NOVEMBER11
Ithadbeenamature,faultless
drivefromMaxVerstappenashe
madehiswayupfromfifthonthe
gridtoleadthisyear’sBrazilian
GrandPrixwhichhadincluded
overtakesonbothMercedesand
Ferraricars,supposedlyquicker
machinesontheSaoPaulocircuit.

Butonlap44of the71laprace
everythingchangedwhenRacing
PointForceIndia’sEstebanOcon,
onbrandnewsupersofttyresand

withapaceadvantage,triedto
unlaphimself aroundtheoutside
of Turn1andthenontheinside
intoTurn2.Ocon’sfront-left
wheelhitVertsappen’sright-rear
andbothcarsweresentspinning.
Verstappenlosttheleadand
anassuredwin,trailingLewis
Hamiltonhomeinsecond.
Enragedbytheactionsof Ocon,
theDutchmanconfrontedhim
post-racebeforepushinghim
severaltimes,whichearnedhim
twodaysof communityservice
fromtheFIA.SM

44 THRUXTON’S 50TH BIRTHDAY MEETING

50
WEST TAKES MN 
CIRCUIT CHAMPIONSHIP 49

47 4546

48TOM GAMBLE WINS THE McLAREN 
AUTOSPORT BRDC AWARD

VERSTAPPEN AND 
OCON COLLIDE

LOEB SHOCKS THE WRC 
BY SIGNING WITH HYUNDAI

WHERE: ALZENAU
WHEN: DECEMBER 13
The sight of  Sebastien Loeb 
driving anything not made by the 
PSA Group (Citroen and Peugeot) 
is akin to seeing pigs fly or riding 
a unicorn, but the impossible 
became the happening last 
week when the French nine-time 
World Rally champion confirmed 
he would sign for Hyundai for a 
six-round slate in 2019.

Peugeot pulling out of  Dakar 
and World Rallycross lightened 
Loeb’s load for 2019, and then Abu 
Dhabi pulling its backing of  the 
third Citroen C3 he had driven 
in 2018 cleared it completely. 

The competitive juices are not 
done flowing as he steers just 
his third make of  car in his rally 
career, with a couple of  outings 
in a Renault Megane and a part-
schedule in a Toyota Corolla 
coming before he was established 
in the WRC with Citroen. 

Judging by this year, he’ll be 
tough to beat in what looks like 
an i20 stronger than the C3. JB

POWER WINS INDY 500 TOMMY BYRNE RETURNS 
WHERE: 
INDIANAPOLIS 
WHEN: MAY 27
It’s fair to say there wasn’t 
quite as much interest in 
this year’s Indy 500 as 
last season’s. Fernando 
Alonso’s maiden 
appearance ensured 
many more millions were 
watching than usual in 
2017. And it even topped 
MN’s defining moments 
list last year.

With no Alonso, there 
was less attention when 
former British Formula 3 
racer Will Power claimed 
his maiden victory in the 
legendary event. He was 
able to lead much of the 

race and pounced on Oriol 
Servia, Jack Harvey 
and Stefan Wilson in the 
closing stages after his last 
stop dropped him back.

But, sadly, this year’s 
IndyCar season will 
instead be remembered 
for a horrific crash for 
Robert Wickens at Pocono. 
The Canadian suffered 
a serious spinal injury 
when he hit the rear of  
Ryan Hunter-Reay’s car, 
which sent him along the 
top of  a barrier and into a 
catchfence. His recovery 
is still in the early stages 
and it’s not yet known if
 he will be permanently 
paralysed. SL

WHERE: SILVERSTONE
WHEN: JULY 8
Everybody loves a good 
motorsport comeback, and 
one of  the best in 2018 was 
60-year-old Tommy Byrne.

The sometime F1 driver 
famed for his rapid pace in 
his car and his equally 
high-adrenaline lifestyle, 
re-emerged in the 
motorsport spotlight 
after a movie was released 
about him, called Crashed 
and Byrned. 

Having been out of  
competition in the UK for 
decades, coaching drivers 
over in the United States, his 
friend James Hagan invited 
him to drive his Ensign N177 

at the Masters Historic F1 
round supporting the 
British Grand Prix. 

Infamously Byrne was 
rapid in a McLaren test in 
1982 at Silverstone, but the 
circuit has changed a bit 
since then…

“I tried to go in a simulator 
over in the States, and 
I couldn’t get a lap in without 
crashing,” Byrne said with 
a smile.

A broken halfshaft ruined 
qualifying, he recovered to 
16th in the opener while 
engine trouble ended his 
second race.

Byrne hasn’t ruled out 
more outings with “the 
right deal”. JB
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WHERE: CORDOBA, 
ARGENTINA 
WHEN: JANUARY 20
When Carlos Sainz started 
this year’s Dakar, a second 
win on the South American 
marathon was a long shot. 
That had nothing to do with 
him being short on testing 
in Peugeot’s 3008 DKR Maxi.

Even less to do with him 
failing to finish the event 
since 2011. And absolutely 
nothing to do with the 
55 years’ experience 
he brought to the start 
in January. 

No, the reason a Sainz 
win was going to be tricky
was Peugeot’s emphasis on

Sebastien Loeb. Somewhat 
understandably, the French 
firm was putting significant 
resource behind its French 
star (that’s Loeb, by the 
way, not his 13-time Dakar 
winning countryman 
Stephane Peterhansel…), 
but when Loeb was forced 
out after his co-driver 
Daniel Elena sustained 
a back injury, the floor 
belonged to Sainz. 
Consecutive stage wins 
either side of  the La Paz 
rest day were enough to 
nudge El Matador into a 
lead he wouldn’t relinquish. 
Brilliant drive. And even
better story. DE

WHERE:NANTWICH,
CHESHIRE
WHEN:NOVEMBER28
Thereissomethingirresistible
aboutbothSpeedworks
MotorsportandTomIngram
astheyhavebattledtheirway
tothesummitof theBritish
TouringCarChampionship.

Ingram’s progress from
rookie to podium finisher,
and then on to race winner
and title challenger, has been
stellar, and Speedworks has
been with him every step
of the way through that
journey. There is no tighter
commitment between team

and driver on the grid.
Whennewsbrokeinlate

NovemberthatToyotawas
goingtostepbackintothe
BTCCarenaasafactory
effortwiththeTeamToyota
GBnamereturningtothe
paddock,Speedworkswas
inprimespottocapitalise.

ThenewCorollafornext
seasonlooksthepart,and
2019willbeahugestagingpost
forboththedriverandteam
principalsAmyandChristian
Dick.If theiramazingupward
trajectorycontinues,
thentherewillbeplentyof
silverwareinthefuture.MJ
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WRC LAUNCH AT ASI

LLOYD WINS FIRST TCR 
UK RACE AND TITLE

MONGER RETURNS TO
RACING WITH PODIUM

WHERE: BIRMINGHAM
WHEN: JANUARY 11, 2018
Thursday January 11 was a 
day Motorsport Network 
made history. For the first 
time in the 27-year history of  
Autosport International, an 
FIA world championship 
was launched under the 
roof  of  Birmingham’s NEC. 

Every driver, co-driver and 
team principal from the World 
Rally Championship was joined 
by hundreds of  media and 
thousands of  fans when the 
series took over the opening day 
of  this year’s ASI. M-Sport 

Ford’s 2017 World Rally 
champion Sebastien Ogier was 
bowled over by the event and 
immediately called for it to be 
run onto a public admission 
day, offering even more fans the 
opportunity to come in and join 
Ogier and his colleagues looking 
forward to the season ahead.

The six-time world 
champion’s wish has been 
granted: the WRC’s back in 
town again next month, but 
this time it’s going to be a 
Super Saturday (January 12) 
with everybody welcome to 
the 2019 season launch. DE 

WHERE: SILVERSTONE
WHEN: APRIL 1
Much was made of  the new-
for-2018 TCR UK series after 
the growth of the category 
elsewhere in Europe and 
Asia. Its inaugural season held 
seven rounds at Silverstone, 
Knockhill, Brands Hatch, 
Castle Combe, Oulton Park, 
Croft and Donington Park, 
with the series being run by 
the British Racing and Sports 
Car Club. 

While grid numbers would 
fluctuate throughout the 
season, 13 cars lined up 

for the first ever race at 
Silverstone. WestCoast 
Racing’s Dan Lloyd took pole 
in his Volkswagen Golf  GTi 
and would go on to take the 
first of  six victories on the 
bounce. He would eventually 
win the title at the final round 
at Donington, but not before 
Pyro Motorsport’s Ollie 
Taylor pushed him all the way. 

The series also attracted the 
likes of  2017 British Touring 
Car champion Ash Sutton who 
took a double victory at Oulton 
aboard a Honda Civic Type R 
for Verizon Connect Racing. SM

WHERE:HOCKENHEIM,
GERMANY
WHEN:OCTOBER14
Overthefirsthalf of the
EuropeanFormula3season
MickSchumachertook
justonewinandtwoother
podiums,languishingeighthin
thestandingsand53pointsoff
thesummit.Thereforeit’sno
wondereyebrowswereraised
whenhewentontowinthe
championshipby57points…

ThePremadriverwas
unstoppableinthesecond
half of theyearandhas
nowsecuredanF2drive.
Consideringhisfatherisseven-

timechampionMichael, it’snot
surprisingthatheisalready
beinglinkedwithF1teams.

Overthefirsthalf of the
season,BritonDanTicktum
andNewZealanderMarcus
Armstrongwereevenly-
matchedatthefrontof the
field.Buttoomanymistakes
fromTicktumandalackof
performancefromArmstrong
enabledSchumacher
topounce. Ithasgiven
Schumacher’scareerimpetus
afterhehadbeentreading
watersincehewasrunner-up
inthecompetitiveGermanand
ItalianF4seriesin2016.SL

WHERE: OULTON PARK
WHEN: MARCH 31
It was like a fairytale or 
Hollywood fi lm script. Less 
than 12 months after his 
horrific British Formula 4 
crash at Donington Park 
which led to a double leg 
amputation, Billy Monger 
was on the podium again. 

He’d secured third place 
at the opening round of the 
BRDC British Formula 3 
Championship at Oulton 
Park on his racing return, 
and through the course of  the 
year would claim three more 
rostrums and sixth in the 

overall standings. 
Over the winter he’d re-learnt 

how to drive using hand-
controls created by Carlin 
but still needed MotorSport 
Vision, operators of  British 
F3, to give the team permission 
to run an extra car. This was 
after Monger had got the FIA 
to overturn a rule banning 
disabled drivers from racing 
single-seaters. Perhaps his 
personal moment from the 
season, though, was being 
given the chance to drive a 
2011 Sauber F1 car at 
Rockingham as part of  a Sky 
Sports F1 programme. SM

MP1

SAINZ WINS DAKAR

SCHUMACHER WINS
EUROPEAN F3 TITLE

41
42

WHERE: IN THE WEC
WHEN: THROUGHOUT 
THE SEASON
It was with much fanfare 
Ginetta announced it would 
build an LMP1 car for 2018, 
with bold claims of  six cars 
on the grid and Toyota-
beating pace. In reality, the 
Ginetta LMP1 programme 
has been nothing short of  
a disaster, challenging 
Nissan’s pitiful effort 
three years ago.

The only two G60-LT-P1 
machines entered into 
the World Endurance 
Championship by the 
Manor/TRS operation failed 
to take part in the Spa season-
opener amid cashflow 
problems with sponsors. 

The cars did make it to 
Le Mans but were woefully 
unreliable and, although 
one technically made it to 
the finish, it was 105 laps 
down. And nowhere near 
Toyota-beating pace – its 
best lap was 6.8 seconds off.

Upgrades were planned 
for Silverstone but a 
switch to AER engines 
from Mecachrome wasn’t 
formally approved in time 
to race and Manor later 
withdrew from running 
the cars. TRSM/Ginetta 
then planned a single-car 
entry for Fuji and Shanghai 
but that too failed to 
materialise. Forget LMP1, 
this embarrassing affair 
was LMP-none. SL 

TOYOTA RETURNS TO THE 
BTCC WITH SPEEDWORKS 
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WHERE:COLNBROOK
WHEN:NOVEMBER13
Since taking over as chairman
of the Motor Sports Association
– responsible for governing 
motorsport in the United 
Kingdom – at the start of  the 
year David Richards has already 
implemented a raft of  changes 
which overall have been well-
received over the last 12 months.

The 1981 World Rally
champion co-driver and
Prodrive boss is intent on
promoting and regulating more
efficiently  than before, with one 
of  the most significant changes 
being the rebranding of  the 
MSA into Motorsport UK. Long-
time Prodrive employee Hugh 
Chambers, who also worked 
closely with Richards at the 

BAR Formula 1 team in the mid-
2000s, collaborated with him on
the rebrand since early 2018.

Chambers has previously
overseen a similar transition 
in the governing body of  sailing, 
and the target with Motorsport 
UK is similar: to increase 
participation, stimulate the 
grassroots and promote the 
sport externally. SM 

WHERE:SILVERSTONE
WHEN:AUGUST19
FollowingPorsche’s
withdrawalfromtheWorld
EnduranceChampionship
attheendof lastyear,Toyota
onlyhaditself tobeatthis
superseason.Yes,therewere
anumberof privateeroutfitsin
theLMP1classwithrewritten
rulesaimedatachieving
increasedparity–butinreality
theywerestillmilesoff the
Japanesemanufacturer.

Toyota was even able to
finally shake off its Le Mans
24 Hours curse and take a 1-2

in this year’s event. Butat
SilverstoneToyotadidmanage
tobeatitself.Everything
seemedtogowellenoughas
theTS050HYBRIDstook
anotherregulation1-2butboth
werelaterexcludedafterfailing
skidblockdeflectiontests.

InsteaditwastheRebellion
teamthatwasabletoclaimthe
1-2honour,withvictorygoing
totheR13-Gibsonof Gustavo
Menezes,ThomasLaurent
andMathiasBeche.

AndToyotawill justhaveto
waitfornextseasontoseeif it
cantakeacleansweep.SL

WHERE: AZERBAIJAN
GRAND PRIX,
WHEN: APRIL29
The numberoneunwritten
rule in motorsportisnever
collide with yourteam-
mate. There wereafew
instances duringthe2018
Formula 1 seasonwhere
that rule wasignored,
the most spectacularof
which was RedBulldrivers
Daniel RicciardoandMax
Verstappen coming
together in Azerbaijan.

The ominoussignshad
been there forthemajority
of the race, asonseveral
occasions thepairrubbed
and banged wheels.But
then at the startof lap39
it all went wrong.

Behind, andinthe
slipstream, Ricciardo
tried one of  hisfamous
late lunges totheinsideof
Turn 1, but Verstappenin
front moved acrossatthe
last second. Ricciardo
thumped intothebackof
his team-matewhichsent
both cars downtheescape
road and intoretirement.
Blamelaywithbothdrivers
andanapologytotheentire
teamwasinorder.SM

WHERE:THEMIDLANDS
WHEN:JANUARY-
FEBRUARY
The British Touring Car
Championship staged its
very own soap opera weeks
before the first engines had
been fired up in anger.

While most were pleased
that three-time champion
Gordon Shedden had been
offered a drive in the World
Touring Car Cup with the
WRT team, it left a Scotsman-
sized hole in the factory
Honda team in the UK. Team
Dynamics tried to fit Mat
Jackson into that void, but
he had already signed for

Motorbase Performance. Cue
something of a Mexican stand
off, which resulted in several
grumpy emails pinging their
way between Dynamics HQ
and Motorbase’s North
Kent workshops.

Ultimately, it left Jackson
out in the cold – and out of his
original drive with Motorbase
too – and paved the way
for Dan Cammish to plonk
himself into the driving
seat of the Civic alongside
team co-owner Matt Neal.
Cammish went on to lift
the Jack Sears Trophy and
he claimed two outright
victories along the way. MJ

31 MOTOR SPORTS ASSOCIATION REBRANDS INTO MOTORSPORT UK

36

34

TOYOTA EXCLUDED FROM 
SILVERSTONE WEC

35 RED BULLS COLLIDE IN BAKU

TEAM DYNAMICS FAILS 
TO LAND MAT JACKSON

WHERE: DONINGTON
WHEN: SEPTEMBER 23
After a bruising title-decider 
at Donington Park, Optimum 
Motorsport duo Flick Haigh 
and Jonny Adam emerged 
unscathed to seal the British 
GT title in the swansong year 
for the venerable Aston 
Martin V12 Vantage GT3, 
seven years after Adam had 
first raced it in Beechdean 
AMR colours. 

Haigh made a triumphant 
return to UK motorsport 
after two years on the 
continent to become the first 
female outright champion 
and impressed with standout 
drives at Oulton Park, Spa 
and Brands Hatch, while 
Adam’s third title (with as 
many different co-drivers 
after successes with Andrew 
Howard in 2015 and Derek 
Johnston in ’16) made him 

the most successful driver 
in series history. 

The championship was 
sealed by eight points over 
Barwell Lamborghini pair 
Jon Minshaw/Phil Keen, 
whose victory in the final 
round at Donington was not 
enough to make up the 27.5-
point deficit that followed 
Optimum successfully 
overturning its penalty for 
contact at Snetterton.  JN

FLICK HAIGH/JONNY ADAM WIN BRITISH GT 

WHERE:SILVERSTONE
WHEN: NOVEMBER3
A three-time British Rally 
champion, Mark Higgins signed 
for the Albatec Racing squad to 
drive a Peugeot 208 in the British 
Rallycross Championship for 
2018, and won in only his second 
start at Lydden Hill. 

It was a turbulent campaign 
for Higgins, who displayed fast 
pace from the get-go but spent 
time learning circuits and the 
opposition in his first season 
of door-to-door racing. Three 
drivers were separated by five 
points entering the Silverstone 
finale, with Higgins the lowest-
placed of  the trio. The Manxman 
knew a win was critical if  
he was to snatch the crown 
from the hands of  experienced 
rallycross campaigners Julian 
Godfrey and Ollie O’Donovan. 

He did exactly what he needed 
with a dominant performance 
to take his third win of  the season 
and wrap up the title from the 
front. Higgins’ maiden rallycross 
crown was also Albatec’s 
first title, reward for owner 
Andy Scott’s longstanding 
commitment to the cause. HR

32
MARK HIGGINS WINS 
BRITISH RX IN FIRST 
FULL SEASON33
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30
WHERE:
SNETTERTON
WHEN:JULY29
In the season to
celebrate 60 years of
the British Touring
Car Championship,
series bosses devised
something special to help
commemorate the
occasion: the Diamond
Double at Snetterton.

Double points were on
offer for the race, which
ran to a length of 60 miles
(although it eventually
ran to 63 miles due to a
caution period) and
there was a 15-minute
qualifying session on

Saturday night, which
was effectively a one-shot
showdown with all of the
cars carrying no ballast.

As has so often been
the case in the category’s
history, Matt Neal was
the man for the big
occasion as he qualified
on the front row in the
Team Dynamics Honda
Civic Type R and then
jumped the privately-run
Civic of Jack Goff to
assume the lead, which
he would not lose – it was
Neal’s second win of
the season and his 63rd
victory in the category
overall. MJ

MATT NEAL WINS THE BTCC SPECTACULAR

WHERE:SILVERSTONE
WHEN: LATE-JULYAND
EARLYAUGUST
ForceIndiawasoneof theteamsmost
vociferousabouttheunfairdivision
of F1financesattheendof 2016,when
Manordisappearedfromgrandprix
motorsport.There’snowonderthatthe
Silverstone-basedsquadwassokeenon

seeingafairerdivisionof thecashpot
thatFormula1generates.Ithadoften
beenheldupastheteamthatmanaged
tomakethelimitedamountof cash
ithadgothefurthestintermsof
beingcompetitive.

However,themoneytaprandryon
thevergeof theHungarianGrandPrix
andtheteamfacedextinction.However,

inrodeLawrenceStroll, fatherof F1
racerLanceStroll,andherescuedthe
situationjusttwoweekslater.Theteam
wasrebrandedRacingPointForceIndia
(whichwillchangeagainfor2019).

GiventhetoughtimesthatallF1teams
areexperiencinginthecommercial
world, itwouldhavebeenunthinkable
toloseanotheroutfit fromthegrid.MJ

WHERE: HOCKENHEIM
WHEN: OCTOBER 14
Thousands flocked to the 
Brands Hatch circuit in 
August as, for the first time 
since 2013, the popular 
German touring car series, 
DTM, returned to race on 
UK soil. Some were left 
disappointed as higher and 
more catch fencing had been 
placed around the Grand 
Prix loop to provide greater 
safety, and the trackside 
section between Sheene 
Curve and Stirling’s Bend 
was closed. 

Still, the event proved 
popular as Mercedes drivers 
Daniel Juncadella and Paul 
di Resta took a win each. It 
would be di Resta who would 
lead the championship 
into the final round at 
Hockenheim, but fellow 
Brit Gary Paffett came out 
on  top to secure his second 
DTM title to go with his 
2005 triumph. Third place 
in the final race meant he 
finished four points ahead 
of reigningchampionRene
Rast,whowonthefinalsix
racesof theseason.SM

WHERE:FOXHALL HEATH
WHEN:JULY 8
There were only 11 laps left of  the 
75-lap winner-takes-all National 
Hot Rod World Final and Glenn 
Bell was cruising serenely in 
the lead of  the race headed for 
his second World championship.

Then all of  a sudden, drama. A 
large puff  of  smoke emitted from 
his Vauxhall Tigra as the throttle 
stuck open. Bell initially tried 
stamping on the anchors to get
himself around the turns, and

then decided to use the ignition 
switch to slow the car down. 

As the laps wound down, rival 
Billy Wood closed in on the ailing 
car and eventually made his way 
ahead as Bell lost control and 
spun, although Wood had been 
pushed hard all the way by 
John Christie. 

Wood went on to take his first 
World Final win and added that 
silverware to the English points 
title that he had collected earlier
in the year. MJ

PAFFETT SEALS 
THE DTM TITLE 
AS SERIES RETURNS 
TO BRANDS HATCH

WOOD WINS NATIONAL 
HOT ROD WORLD FINAL

THE CURIOUS CASE OF SANTINO FERRUCCI

27

29 28

FORCE INDIA SAVED FROM ADMINISTRATION

26
WHERE: SILVERSTONE
WHEN: JULY 11
American driver Santino Ferrucci 
shot to stardom for all the wrong 
reasons at Silverstone in July. The 
Formula 2 backmarker crashed 
into his Trident Racing F2 team-
mate Arjun Maini on the cool down 
lap after the race – and multiple 
times during the race – in front of  
the Formula 1 audience. He was 
banned for four races, two rounds. 

In addition to that, he drove his 
F2 car between Silverstone’s two 
paddocks without his gloves and 

was seen operating a phone while 
driving. Can you believe it? 

He was dropped by the Trident 
team not long after the incident 
had occurred.

He was back racing in no time 
in IndyCar, and was kept on by 
the Haas Formula 1 team as one 
of  its juniors, despite what he 
called a “mental lapse”.

“I have no excuse other than 
the fact I am a 20-year-old Italian 
American with a deep passion 
for motorsport, which is a very 
emotional sport,” he said. JB
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WHERE:AUSTIN,TEXAS
WHEN:SEPTEMBER 30
Barring an unprecedented
upturn in form, Johan 
Kristoffersson’s second 
straight World Rallycross 
drivers’ title was merely 
a formality by the time 
the series arrived in Texas 
for round 10. 

At the Circuit of  the 
Americas’ first World RX 
event, the Swede completed the 
defence of  his title at the semi-
final stage. It was, however, his 
team-mate Petter Solberg who 

was dominating in Austin,
but when the Norwegian
made a mistake with less
than two laps of  the final to go, 
Kristoffersson pounced and 
sealed his crown in style with 
a ninth win of  the campaign. 

The PSRX Volkswagen 
man would go on to win 11 of  
the 12 rounds in 2018 aboard 
Volkswagen Motorsport’s Polo 
Supercar, an incredible run 
against the might of  Solberg, 
Sebastien Loeb, Mattias 
Ekstrom and the rising 
rallycross youngsters. HR 

25

TICKTUM WINS MACAU F3 GRAND PRIX – AGAIN 24

WHERE:MOTEGI,JAPAN
WHEN:NOVEMBER11
Successhasbeenhardtocomeby
inrecentyearsforJensonButton.
The2009Formula1championwas
lumberedwithaseriesof ever
decreasinglycompetitiveMcLaren
carsduringthetwilightof hisF1
career.HimspearingPascalWehrlein
intothewallatMonacoinhisfinal
one-off appearancelastyearmarked
aratherdesperateexit.

ButsuccesswasbackonButton’s
agendathisseason.Afterayearout,

hereturnedtofull-timecompetition
withaSuperGTtitletiltalongside
competingintheLMP1classof the
WorldEnduranceChampionship.

Buttonhaddippedhistoeinthe
JapaneseSuperGTwaterattheend
of lastyearand,alongsideKunimitsu
Hondateam-mateNaokiYamamoto,
heclinchedthetitlebyjustthree
pointswiththirdplaceintheMotegi
finale.Buttonbecamethefirstrookie
towinthetopclassinover10years
anddescribedhistriumphas“just
asbig”astakinghisF1title.SL

KRISTOFFERSSON WINS 
SECOND WRX TITLE

WHERE: MACAU, CHINA
WHEN: NOVEMBER 18
Charging Briton Dan Ticktum seemed 
set fair for the title in the European F3 
Championship after taking four victories, 
untilMickSchumacherwentonalate
seasonchargeandsnatchedtheglory.

However,theMacauF3GrandPrixis

the blue riband event of  the year and the 
Motopark-run driver snatched a second 
successive win on the streets in the 
Far East. It was a race he led from 
start to finish. 

Thateventwasmarredbyadramatic
accidentforSophiaFlorsch,whocollided
witharival,vaultedthebarriersandended

up colliding with a photographer’s tower. 
She is recovering from a spinal fracture.

After taking part in the final Formula 
2 rounds of  the season in Abu Dhabi, 
Ticktum crowned his season by 
collecting the National Racing Driver 
of the Year accolade at the Autosport 
Awards ceremony. MJ

21

WHERE:SILVERSTONE
WHEN:MARCH17,MAY27
Silverstone’sfirsteverrallycross
event,onatrackconstructedinside
theStowecircuit,washeldinbitterly
coldMarchconditionsfortheBritish
RXseasonopener.

RallylegendSebastienLoeb
claimedvictoryinapodiumlockout
forfactoryWorldRXteams.

Loeb’sPeugeotcolleagueTimmy
HansenandEKSAudidriver
AndreasBakkerudalsousedthe
eventasatestandfinishedahead
of thenationalcontenders.

TheNorthamptonshirerallycross
circuitwasbuiltsoWorldRXcould
switchfromLyddenHilltoSilverstone
for2018andJohanKristoffersson
wonthefirstWorldRXroundtobe

heldatthevenue,despitecareering
intoatyrewallatthestartof the
semi-finalsfollowingcontactwith
PSRXVolkswagenteam-matePetter
Solberg.WhileSolbergretiredfrom
there-runrace,Kristofferssonwon.

TheWorldRXroundwaspartof
theSpeedmachinefestivalweekend,
headlinedbyDizzeeRascal,butitwas
Kristofferssonwhostoletheshow.HR

LOEB AND KRISTOFFERSSON TAKE 
SILVERSTONE’S FIRST RALLYCROSS HONOURS

EDWARDS’S SUCCESSFUL RALLY YEAR
WHERE: ALL OVER THE UK
WHEN: ALL SEASON
The culmination of  15 years in 
rallying, Matt Edwards achieved 
a dream by winning the British 
Rally Championship title in just 
his second season in a top-line car.

Edwards signed with World Rally 
Championship squad M-Sport in 
January, forming the M-Sport 

Swift Rally Team with his long-
term backer Pete Smith, owner 
of  Swift Caravans. 

What would follow is domination, 
he and co-driver Darren Garrod 
won all four of  the series’ events 
outright, stumbling only on Wales 
Rally GB where the event was 
divided in two. 

Taking third on the first leg 

was all that was needed to secure 
the title, and they duly delivered 
despite sliding off  in his favourite 
Penmachno stage late-on, bringing 
back a second-hand Fiesta R5.

Before GB, he had also wrapped 
up the BTRDA title against a host 
of  Fiesta RS WRC cars with more 
power, and did that with a whole 
round to spare. JB
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WHERE:SILVERSTONE
WHEN: JULY8
“Deliberate or incompetence” 
that was Mercedes technical 
director James Allison’s 
controversial opinion after 
Kimi Raikkonen clattered into 
polesitter Lewis Hamilton at the 
startof theBritishGrandPrix.

AspunHamiltonwas
unhappytoobutlaterretracted
hiscommentsabout

questionableFerraritactics.
Whatwedoknowisthe

incident denied Hamilton a 
chance of  an unprecedented 
sixth win on home soil – but 
only just.

Despite dropping to the very 
tail of  the field, the Mercedes 
driverstormedupthe order 
andfinishedjust2.2seconds 
behindSebastianVettel in the 
runner-upspot(admittedly

aided by two safety car periods).
It had been an eventful race 

with multiple incidents and 
talking points but the result 
reflected Ferrari’s strong 
position at the time. Vettel 
left Silverstone with a 17-point 
advantage over Hamilton, 
only for him to throw it all 
away, starting with that 
clumsy spin at Hockenheim 
twoweekslater.SL

VETTEL WINS BRITISH GRAND PRIX

20
VERGNE WINS
FORMULA E TITLE

17

TURKINGTON WINS
A THIRD BTCC TITLE

WHERE: BRANDS 
HATCH
WHEN: SEPTEMBER 30
One win. That was all Colin 
Turkington took on his way 
to the 2018 British Touring 
Car Championship and that 
just proved what a tough 
competition it had been.

The modern-day 
championship, with option 
tyres, success ballast and 
reversed grids, means that 
the path to glory is beset with 
pitfalls. And the competition 
in the series this term was 
tougher than ever, with 17 
different race winners 
across the course of  the 
30-race campaign. 

Turkington’s WSR BMW 
125i M Sport never had the 
ultimate pace and that 
meant he had to scrap for 
every single point and, 
alongside that win at 
Oulton Park, there were 
nine other podiums which 
helped him to finally eclipse 
Tom Ingram’s Toyota for 
an emotional third BTCC 
crown. Turkington had 
been through some tough 
personal times away from 
the circuit in the middle of  
the year and the tears as he 
stepped from his car after 
the 29th round, where he 
claimed the trophy, were 
the release of  a  huge 
uphill battle.  MJ

WHERE:THE UK’S STAGES
WHEN:MARCHTO SEPTEMBER
The British Rally Championship began
its third year since a hiatus to relaunch
the contest in 2016 in turmoil through no
fault of its own, as the Border Counties
Rally had to be cancelled due to ‘the
Beast from the East’ and the heavy
snow it brought to Jedburgh.

The series had gone for a shorter

calendar, instead adding the blockbuster
Wales Rally GB to the schedule, but
the combination of this and rallies
being cancelled compromised the
calendar significantly.

Further drama snowballed the situation
when Rally Isle of Man was cancelled due
to a disagreement between the event and
the government over road closure
permits, the government accused the

event of “long-standing personal
organisation”, while the event called
it an “unavoidable decision”.

The result was a four-event BRC
calendar, losing one of the rallies that
is synonymous with it in the Manx.

In better news, the Cambrian, West
Cork Rally and Galloway Hills have been
added in place of the Border Counties and
Wales Rally GB in 2019’s calendar. JB

16

BRITISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP CHAOS

NEW FEMALE-ONLY W SERIES LAUNCHED

18
WHERE: NEW YORK, USA
WHEN:  JULY 14
Cast aside by Red Bull in Formula 1, 
Jean-Eric Vergne found refuge in the 
Formula E championship during its 
inaugural season in 2014/15. 

Ittookuntilthefinalroundof season
threeinMontrealforhimtofinallybreak
hisracewindrought,andthatwasasignof
thingstocomefor2017/18.TheTecheetah
drivertookfourwinsinChile,Uruguay,
FranceandAmericaonhiswaytosealing
thetitleatthefinalroundinNewYork,his
firsttitletriumphsinceBritishF3in2010.

ReigningFEchampionLucasdiGrassi
enduredatorridstarttotheseasonwith
AudiSportAbt,butthenrecordedtwowins
andfivesecondplacesinthelastsevenraces
tofinishrunner-up.Hiseffortsandthatof
team-mateDanielAbtwereenoughtogive
Auditheteams’championshipbytwo
pointsfromTecheetah.SM

WHEN: OCTOBER 10
There’s been a plethora of  
new series launched in the last 
12 months but none of  them 
have caused quite as much 
controversy as W Series. 

The British Racing and 
Sports Car Club-administered 
category is open to female 
drivers only, will use an FIA 
Regional F3-spec Tatuus car and 
the winner will receive $500,000. 
But despite having big name 
backers like David Coulthard 
and Adrian Newey the series 
received a swathe of  criticism.

“It’s completely unnecessary,” 

said 2014 Mazda MX-5 Supercup 
champion Abbie Eaton. “I just 
feel we’ve backtracked a load 
by segregating men and women 
and creating this series.”

There were various other 
arguments against the series 
too – some suggested it’s at too 
high a level to encourage more 
female drivers into the sport 
and the money should be spent 
at the grassroots. 

But despite all the acrimony, five 
British drivers have signed up and 
are among the 55 contenders that 
will be whittled down to the 18 that 
actually get to race. SL



Photos: LAT, mcklein-imagedatabase.com, Jakob Ebrey Photography
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VWBEATSPIKES
PEAK RECORD

RICCIARDO SWITCHES TO RENAULT F1

WHERE: ROCKINGHAM
WHEN: DECEMBER 31
After 17 years which included the 
first and only IndyCar races to be 
held in the UK, as well as British 
Touring Car Championship and 
British GT action, Rockingham 
Motorsport Speedway closes to 
motorsport at the end of  the year. 
Rumours about its closure had 
plagued the circuit almost as 
soon as it opened in 2001, but those 
whispers began to gather pace 

when the 2019 BTCC calendar 
was announced in June. For the 
first time since 2006 the 
Northamptonshire venue 
wouldn’t host a meeting for the 
UK’s premier racing series. 

Then two months later, 
Rockingham boss Peter Hardman 
confirmed that motorsport events 
would completely cease at 
the end of  the 2018 season and 
the venue would become a 
storage facility for fleet cars, 

a testing venue and hold auctions. 
A farewell meeting was planned 

for November, but the event was 
cut from two days to just one and 
the promise of  seeing American 
single-seaters and NASCARs 
never materialised. Perhaps 
fittingly, Hardman won the 
final ever race at the venue and 
on December 1/2 Paul King won 
the final motorsport event at 
the venue: the Rockingham 
Stages Rally. SM

WHERE: ENSTONE
WHEN: AUGUST 3
There aren’t many driver 
swaps in F1 that really catch 
onlookers unawares, but 
Daniel Ricciardo’s decision to 
jump from Red Bull to Renault 
came from left of  centre.

The Red Bull is a winning 
car, and the Renault hasn’t 
been since the manufacturer 
returned in 2016. The car 
has been arguably the fastest 
among the ‘Class B’ division, 

but needs a big step forward. 
Ricciardo acknowledged 

as much when he inked his 
deal: “There is a lot ahead in 
order to allow Renault to 
reach their target of  
competing at the highest level 
but I have been impressed by 
their progression in only two 
years, and I know that each 
time Renault has been in the 
sport they eventually win. 
I hope to help them in this 
journey and contribute.”

The fact that Kimi 
Raikkonen’s time was up at 
Ferrari wasn’t such a shock. 
He had been under a cloud in 
the last few seasons and the 
Scuderia called time on his 
tenure as Sebastian Vettel’s 
team-mate later on in the year 
– after which, he managed 
to win the US GP. Raikkonen 
will perform a swap with 
Monegasque Charles Leclerc 
going in the opposite direction 
from Sauber to Ferrari. MJ

WHERE:GERMANYAND
BELGIUM
WHEN:  APRIL 9/JUNE 29
After World Endurance 
Championship success and 
subsequent withdrawal from 
the series at the end of  2017, 
it was expected Porsche would 
consign its title-winning 919 
Hybrid LMP1 car to a museum.

Instead, the German firm 
modified it and took the 919 ‘Evo’ 
on a spectacular ‘world tour’. 
It broke the unofficial lap record 
of  the Spa-Francorchamps 
circuit with Neel Jani at the 
wheel, beating Lewis Hamilton’s 
pole position time for the 2017 
F1 race. Jani set a 1m41.770s, 
12 seconds quicker than the 
car’s WEC pole lap in 2017.  
Despite Sebastian Vettel 
retakingtherecordback

severalmonthslater, itstill
didn’tdiminishPorsche’sfeat.

Two months later, and with 
Timo Bernhard driving, the car 
unofficially smashed the late 
Stefan Bellof’s outright lap 
record for the Nurburgring-
Nordschleife. Bernhard 
knocked nearly a minute off  
Bellof’s 1983 Nurburgring 
1000kms pole position time 
of  6m11.13s around the 12.94-
mile Nordschleife, setting a 
5m19.546s. It also just missed 
out by one tenth of  a second 
on the Brands Hatch Indy 
lap record of  38.032s set by 
the Benetton B197 of  Scott 
Mansell back in 2004 during 
a EuroBOSS race. One of  
motorsport’s most remarkable 
machines was finally retired 
from public life in October. SM

WHERE: IN THE WRC
WHEN: THROUGHOUT 
THE SEASON
The whole situation was 
utterly bizarre. Just off  the 
podium after the rally of  his 
life, finishing second in 
Sweden, and Craig Breen was 
lost for words. In a bad way. 
That was the last the Waterford 
manwouldseeof theinsideof
aC3WRCincompetitionfor
twomonths.Hewasout.
SebastienLoebwasin.

Citroenteamprincipal
out

his response, considered 
conservatism, then replied: 
“This was not my decision.” 
He couldn’t have been 
clearer: Loeb for Breen was 
his predecessor Yves Matton’s 
plan and he thought very 
little of  it. For his part, Loeb 
sympathised with Breen. It 
wasn’t the way he’d seen this 
oneplayingouteither.

But,whenCitroen’snine-time
worldchampionwasupfora
three-roundreturn,Breenwas
alwaysgoingtoplaysecond
fiddle.AndwhenLoebled

Mexico until stopping to 
change a puncture, the story 
evolved further. The world 
still loved super Seb the first. 
Sliding off  the road early in 
Corsica deviated slightly from 
the script, but Rally Spain was 
just perfect for the Versailles 
team and its king. 

It was like he’d never been 
awaywhenhelandeda79th 
WRCwinwithaninspired 
tyrechoiceandstunning 
drivethroughthefinalday 
inSalou.Breenwasbrilliant, 
butluckless.DE

10
ROCKINGHAM CLOSES

12
PORSCHE 919 ‘EVO’ HYBRID SMASHES 
SPA AND NORDSCHLEIFE RECORDS

14
WHERE: IN WORLD RX
WHEN: ALL YEAR
It was a rollercoaster year 
for the World Rallycross 
Championship and its future, 
which began on a high in 
January when Mattias 
Ekstrom ended his full-time 
DTM career to focus on 
rallycross with increased 
Audi support, just before it 
was confirmed that electric 
cars were planned to be the 
top World RX class from 2020. 

That move was ratified in 

June by the FIA, but when 
the minimum three marques 
required to sign up for the 
concept by the end of  August 
didn’t materialise, the electric 
start date was postponed until 
2021. That delay was in part 
forced by Audi not signing up 
to EWRX and withdrawing 
from the series just days later, 
the consequence of  which was 
Ekstrom ending his full-time 
rallycross career as a driver at 
the season finale and his EKS 
team subsequently concluding 

its rallycross chapter. 
Before the final round, 

Peugeot also made the shock 
decision to withdraw its World 
RX programme having not 
finished the first year of  its 
in-house assault, citing that 
the delay in EWRX no longer 
fitted into its timescales. 

RX regulars Olsbergs MSE 
and finally PSRX VW followed 
last week – withdrawing 
because of  a lack of  
competition – leaving the 
series in a state of  disarray. HR

WRX ELECTRIC STUMBLE15
BREEN GETS BENCHED AND 
RETURNING LOEB WINS

WHERE: PIKES PEAK
WHEN: JUNE 24
Five years ago Sebastien Loeb smashed 
the record for the Pikes Peak International 
Hillclimb. His benchmark of 8m13.878s 
came via 3.2 litres, two turbos and 875bhp. 
At the time, the word was, his time would 
never be beaten. Ever. How could it? How 
could anybody drive those 156 corners 
faster than Loeb’s average of  87mph?

Nobody could. Nobody did. 

Until Romain Dumas arrived in Colorado 
Springs to drive Volkswagen Motorsport’s 
electrified Norma prototype chassis up 
the 12.42-mile course. First announced in 
October last year, the word from Hannover 
throughout the development programme 
was about chasing Rhys Millen’s electric 
best of  9m07.222s for Pikes Peak. Nobody 
was willing to go anywhere near the record 
on the subject of  besting Loeb.

Volkswagen kept its counsel and worked 

to level a near vertical learning curve. 
Right up until the final week of  practice, 
there were issues and niggles. But, when 
it mattered most, everything came good. 
The clouds cleared on Sunday June 24 
and Dumas sent Volkswagen’s I.D. R Pikes 
Peak up the hill. America’s Mountain 
smiled down and history was made. Two 
250kw motors, a stack of  aero and a ballsy 
Frenchman were enough to hit a history 
rewriting 7m57.148s. Job done. DE
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ALONSO QUITS F1 AND WINS LE MANS

ROBERT KUBICA’S RETURN TO F1 JOINS McLAREN

RUSSELL’S STRONG YEAR

WHERE:IN FORESTS
WHEN: JANUARY TO JUNE
Three men from Shropshire. 
It may sound like the start of  a 
bad joke, but in actual fact they 
helped to kickstart a revolution 
in British rallying this year. 

Since 2015, the running order 
on gravel rallies was seeded 
on performance, meaning 
powerful four-wheel-drive 
cars ran at the front, creating 
damaged and rutted roads
for lower powered and less
durable cars at the back. The

main groups affected by this
were 1400cc front-wheel drives 
and older historic cars. 

However, MN historics editor 
Paul Lawrence, Simon Wallis 
and Alan Walker  devised a 
scheme whereby cars were 
separated into two different 
groups effectively creating two 
different rallies on the same 
roads. While it wasn’t a perfect 
format, it allowed many of  the 
affected cars back onto the
gravel stages of Britain
and renewed the debate for

reversing the performance-
first seeding. In June, new 
Motorsport UK chairman 
David Richards helped force 
through a change to allow 
events to seed in two groups or 
by class, alleviating the need for 
the Rally2WD format anymore. 
But while it was needed it 
renewed participation and 
sparked debate. It was also 
proof  that with a loud enough 
voice, the powers at be will have 
to listen and adapt – and what a 
brilliant sign for the future.  JB

RALLY 2WD SOLVES THE RALLY SEEDING ISSUES

8
65

WHERE: GROVE
WHEN: NOVEMBER 
22
Robert Kubica’s world 
came crashing down in 
February 2011 when he 
shunted his rally car. At 
the time, he was being 
feted as F1’s next big 
superstar, but his 
trajectory was brought 
to a halt against a barrier 
in Andorra in Italy which 
left him with severe 
forearm damage among 
a number of  other very 
serious injuries.

The return was a long 
and painful one, but, 
afterastintintheWorld
RallyChampionship,the
circuitswerebeckoning
again.HesampledGTs
andtestedLMP1and
FormulaEmachinery.

Renaultwasthe

marque that gave him a 
breakthrough in 2017, 
when he got back behind 
the wheel of  an F1 car 
and impressed with his 
immediate pace. Amid 
a swirl of  rumours of  a 
race drive, he ended up 
landing the role of  test and 
development driver with 
Williams for 2018, tackling 
three sessions and 
completing mileage away 
from the race weekends.

The work that the one-
time race winner put in 
with the backroom staff  
and his approach 
impressed many and he 
finallygotthecall inlate
Novembertobecomea
full-timeF1driveragain
withWilliamsalongside
youngBritGeorge
Russell.Theresurrection
is complete.MJ

WHERE: WOKING
WHEN: SEPTEMBER 3
Whether it was the sheer 
driving talent or the nine 
Weetabix he eats each day, 
Lando Norris was a man 
on a mission in 2018 and in 
September, he realised a 
life-long goal of  becoming 
a Formula 1 driver 
withMcLaren
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crown thanks to a slight dip 
in performance in the second 
half  of  the season, and the 
resurgent form of eventual 
champion George Russell.  

This year may have not been 
perfect in terms of F2, but in 
just his fifth season racing 
cars, he achieved what he had 
always set out to do. He has 
thedifficulttaskof beating

WHERE: IN FIA F2
WHEN: ALL SEASON
Picking a defining moment for 
George Russell in 2018 is tough. 
Is it equaling the record number 
of  wins in a Formula 2 season 
with seven, tying Charles 
Leclerc and Stoffel Vandoorne? 
Or perhaps joining the elite club 
of  Leclerc, Lewis Hamilton, 
Nico Rosberg and Nico 
Hulkenberg in drivers who 
have won Formula 2 in their 
debut season? Overcoming a 
tricky F2 car which threw 

reliability problems at him 
on multiple occasions? Or 
realising his life goal of
reaching F1, signing with
Williams? You see the problem
with trying to pick one.

He spent the first half of the
season plagued with reliability
problems and having to watch
golden boy Lando Norris steal
all the headlines. But after a
stunning run of  form into
mid-season and onwards,
was incredible. On averag
he finished a place higher

qualifying and in the feature 
races than any other driver and, 
erasingcarissues,finished
outsidethetopfiveonceallyear.

Thatkindof formgotthe
Mercedesjuniornoticedand
Williamscamecallinginlate
October,aPowerPointtoPaddy
Lowehelpingtopushthedeal
overtheline.Awinatthefirst
raceinAbuDhabiinF2secured 

g
s

WHERE: RALLY 
AUSTRALIA
WHEN: NOVEMBER 18
For four years not much happened 
in Sebastien Ogier’s life. He went 
to work, drove his Volkswagen 
Polo (faster than anybody else), 
won rallies and, at the end of  
the season, wore his crown.

Two years ago, all that changed. 
Volkswagen departed and Ogier 
got busy. He went private, he 
kept on winning. And when he 
extended his M-Sport deal into 
2018, it looked like more of  the 
same after three wins from the 
first four rallies. His lights-to-flag 
success in Monte Carlo was an 
early season highlight given the 
capricious conditions in the Alps 
this season (remember Thursday 
night over the top of  Sisteron?).

Wales was another highlight. 
After a run of three rallies 
without a podium, the champ 
hit back big time when it came 
to Rally GB. Despite knowing 
that putting the car off  the road 
would likely signal the end of  
his championship challenge and 
five-year reign at the top of  the 
WRC, Ogier was sublime to edge 
Jari-Matti Latvala for the win. 

Not only did that fifth GB win 
put his title tilt back on track, it 
also made him the most successful 
driver in the history of  Britain’s 
WRC round. Just over a month 
later, five became six as Ogier 
topped the world down under. DE 

OGIER SEALS A SIXTH 
WORLD RALLY TITLE

WHERE: F1 PADDOCK AND 
LA SARTHE 
WHEN: JUNE AND AUGUST
You could probably fill an entire top 50 
list of  2018’s defining moments related 
just to Fernando Alonso. From the trivial, 
like him declaring another 15th-place 
grid spot was his ‘best qualifying lap 
ever’ or berating the ‘amateur’ driving 
standards in Form
stories like him win
and confirming an
next year. There ha
been no shortage o
stories this year.

The most signific
probably his decisi
quit F1. It was not e
surprise after four
disappointing – and
seasons at McLare

although he hasn’t completely ruled 
out ever returning to the series. His F1 
career, for now anyway, ended with an 
11th-place finish in Abu Dhabi in a race 
that was notable for Alonso continually 
cutting corners in the closing laps – and 
receiving three penalties – as he attempted 
to creep into the top 10. His McLaren seat 
will be taken by Carlos Sainz Jr, who was 

riod of  the 

ans win. While 
vantage, 
jima and 
 still delivered 
inally ended 

Mans drought. 
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2
Hamilton wrapped up the title
at the Mexican Grand Prix
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T
heWorldRally
Championship’s
very own shock 
and awe moment 
was delivered at 
1719hrs on May 24.

Just days after 
crashing out of  Rally of  Portugal, 
Citroen pulled the pin on a grenade 
that would rock the service park. 
Nobody saw it coming. 

“Due to an excessively high number 
of  crashes, some of which were 
particularly heavy and could have had 
serious consequences with regard to 
the crew’s safety, and given that the 
risks involved were unjustified by 
the sporting stakes at play, Citroen 
Racing WRT has decided to terminate 
the participation of  Kris Meeke and 
Paul Nagle in the 2018 WRC.”

Even re-reading that team statement 
more than six months on, it still takes 
some comprehending. 

Meeke’s start to the season hadn’t 
been ideal, but a powerstage win and 
fourth overall on a tricky Monte 
allied to a podium in Mexico were 
by no means the end of  the world.

There’snogettingaroundthefact
thatthePortugalshuntwasabitof a
monster, but Meeke had been leading 
the event on the first day and things 
were starting to take shape for the 
Northern Irishman and Citroen. 

And then May 24 happened.
Meeke and co-driver Nagle went 

to ground and said nothing. They 
stayed away from the sport for 
much of  the summer, but offers 
from Toyota, M-Sport and Hyundai 
were hard to ignore. In the end, 
Meeke did what he feels he should 
have done at the end of  2015, when he 
and Makinen first talked around the 
table: he fixed his future in Finland.

For all the months after May, 
it appeared more and more 
complicated for Meeke to return. 
Reading much of  the copy – on these 
pages as much as anywhere – must 
have been like having your obituary 
presented to you. But I was wrong, 
we were wrong, everybody but Meeke 
and Makinen was wrong. October 
brought the news – exclusively to 
MN – the Dungannon man would be 
back. And then some. DE 

KRISMEEKE’S
ROLLERCOASTER YEAR

I
tseemedthatMercedes-Benz
bossesonthepitwall were
determined to make Lewis
Hamilton’s attempt to
capture a second successive
title and his fifth overall
as difficult as possible.

StrategymistakesinAustraliaand
Chinagiftedtheadvantagetorivals,but
theBriton’srescuemissionsinthoseraces
meantthathemovedintocommandin
thechampionshipwhenhetookhisfirst
wininAzerbaijan.

RivalSebastianVettelpushedhisFerrari
backtothetopof thestandingsasHamilton
struggledforpaceinCanadaandthen
sufferedacripplingfuelpressureproblem
inAustria.

Fromthatpoint,Mercedeswasinthe
ascendantandHamiltonwentonarunof
sixwinsinsevenracesthroughoutthe
summertopushhimself welloutof reach.
Therunmirroredasimilarlycrushing
blowin2017andonceagainunderlined
thatheistrulythemasterof theturbo-
hybridera.Intheend,hewasnearly100
pointsclearof Vettel.

Anotherimpressiveindicatorto
Hamilton’sdominationwashisabilityto
winracesevenafterthetitlewasinhis
pocket–whichisnotsomethinghehas
donepreviously.

TeambossTotoWolff saidthattheBrit
isperformingatadifferentlevel.

Hamiltonnoticedithimself:“Ithinkthis
yearitwasbeinginadifferentplaceinmy
life.Idowanttocontinuetopushthelimits.
[Iwantto]sothatIcanreallycontinueto
keepthatfoundationasstrongasithasbeen
thisyear,soIcanusethattostartonnext
year.ItwasnobiggiethatIdidn’twinafter
IwonthechampionshipbutI’mdefinitely
happy[withthewaytheendof 2018went].”MJ

LEWIS BECOMES A
FIVE-TIME CHAMPION

WHERE: EVERYWHERE WHEN: ALL SEASON

WHERE: MEXICAN GRAND PRIXWHEN:OCTOBER 28
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1CLOSED ROADS 
IN ACTION

W
hen closed-
road 
legislation 
was passed in 
2017, British 
fans rejoiced 
and called 

for events to sprout up all around 
the country. Whether that would 
happen though was uncertain, 
and required big investment, both 
in terms of  money, people-power 
and time for organisation. A closed-
road event takes a massive amount 
to come together. 

Thankfully, the beginning of  2018 was 
littered with the news that closed-road 
action was coming to a town, city, lane 
or forest near you. Wales Rally GB, the 
Coventry Motofest and Watergate 
Bay Hillclimb all confirmed their 
intentions in the first three months of  2018. 

Wales Rally GB, perhaps being the 
highest profile of  all, delivered a special 
stage around the Great Orme in 
Llandudno in October, finishing in the 
middle of  the town with its central 
roundabout providing a perfect donut 
mound. The five-mile stage provided 
plenty of  drama and played a key role, as 
Sebastien Ogier used his advantage on the 
test to eke out victory, which became vital 
to him taking a sixth world rally title.

While that was one short sharp test, 
Rally Tendring and Clacton was a 
full-blown 40-plus mile closed-road stage 
rally and, after over a year of  planning, 
the event went off  without a hitch despite 
the nerves of  residents around the area. 
Melvyn Evans and Sean Hayde steered 
their Subaru Impreza S12B WRC 
to victory in the roads of  the south-east. 

Between those two rallies, motorsport 
returned to city streets for the first time 
since 1990 and the Birmingham Super 
Prix as the Coventry Motofest ran a 
British Automobile Racing Club-
sanctioned event won by Olly Clark, son 
of  rally ace Roger, in a Subaru in June. 

And then the Watergate Bay Hillclimb 
followed in September, an uphill flier 
through the twists and turns of  Cornwall 
a perfect metaphor for the ascendancy of  
closed-road motorsport in the UK.  

Three more rallies have confirmed the 
intention of  using closed-roads next year, 
Formula E is looking for a British return 
and no doubt there are other clubs out 
there discussing the possibility of  going 
closed roads in 2019. If  they run as the 
events this year did, fans, spectators 
and competitors are in for a treat. JB 

WHERE: UK  WHEN: 2018

Variety in the British Automobile Racing Club’s sprint in Coventry Melvyn Evans and Sean Hayde won Rally Tendring and Clacton

Watergate Bay brought hillclimb into closed-roads mix Sebastien Ogier dominated on Wales Rally GB’s Llandudno town street stage



A strong start stood
Ogier in good stead

Kris Meeke’s year was truncated
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ROUND BY ROUND

1 Monte Carlo
JANUARY 25-28
Forget the Col de Turini providing 
a sting in the tail on this year’s 
Monte, the sting comes right at 
the top of the season as the crews 
are forced to tip-toe their way 
across the top of a frozen solid 
Sisteron test on the first Thursday 
night of the 2018 season. Few 
emerge unscathed, but Thierry 
Neuville (spin) and Elfyn Evans 
(puncture) endure the toughest 
starts, dropping four minutes 
apiece. The shocking conditions 
continue, but Sebastien Ogier is 
more than a match for them, to 

secure his fifth straight win on 
the WRC season opener.
1 Sebastien Ogier (Ford Fiesta)
2 Ott Tanak (Toyota Yaris)
3 Jari-Matti Latvala (Toyota Yaris)

2 Rally Sweden
FEBRUARY 15-18
Sitting in a Sisteron ditch a couple of 
weeks earlier, it was hard for Neuville 
to see a positive from his disastrous 
start to the Monte. But starting fifth 
on a particularly snowy road in Sweden 
isn’t a bad pay-off and he makes the 
most of it – moving into the lead on 
SS3 and staying there all the way to 
the finish. First and second on the road, 
Ogier and Ott Tanak can do nothing 
except shovel snow out of the way and 
swear about it. They do lots of both. 
1 Thierry Neuville (Hyundai i20)
2 Craig Breen (Citroen C3)
3 Andreas Mikkelsen (Hyundai i20)

3 Rally Mexico
MARCH 8-11
Championship leaderNeuville finds the
shoe on the other footon roundthree,
where he’s sacrificedat the frontof the
field and can only managesixthplace.
Sebastien Loeb is back in theWRC
again and leads, but losesoutwhen
he stops to change apuncture.Ogier
wins, but clipping a chicaneon the final
stage means a trip to thestewardsand
the loss of his four powerstagepoints.
Ogier is furious and this rowwill rumble
on until mid-season.
1 Sebastien Ogier (FordFiesta)
2 Dani Sordo (Hyundai i20)
3 Kris Meeke (CitroenC3)

OGIER HOLDS HIS NERVE TO
REPEAT TITLE-WINNING TRICK

T
hierry Neuville
could have. Ott
Tanak should 
have. Sebastien 
Ogier did. In 
terms of  vintage, 
this year’s World 

Rally Championship was right 
up there with the bottle of  
Chateau Petrus the Frenchman 
shared with Malcolm Wilson 
to celebrate it.

That the cork came so close to 
remaining in the merlot only 
served to further improve the taste.

With three of the season’s 13 
rallies remaining, Ogier was the 
outsider. Sitting in third place, 
23 points down on Neuville after 
Rally Turkey in September, a 
comeback from here was hard 
to picture. Even for the M-Sport 

Ford World Rally Team driver.
Ogier’s trip home from Turkey

was a quiet one. The day prior to his 
departure he’d experienced every 
emotion imaginable. Saturday’s 
opener had done for championship 
leader Neuville, leaving Ogier out 
front. Could he stay there? 

If  he could, his rival’s top-of-the-
table advantage could be wiped 
away in a stroke. Such thoughts 
were gone one stage later, when he 
too was stranded at the side of  the 
road working on his car. 

Finally, he got the Fiesta WRC 
mobile again and got to the next 
stage. Then he slid off  the road 
and stayed there.

Ogier’s not known as a hugely 
emotional character, but Turkey 
got to him. When he arrived in 
service having fixed his car, he 

was close to tears. Listening to
him relay the effort, the agony and
ultimately the ecstasy at getting his 
car working, his voice wobbled. He 
took a moment. Bowed his head 
slightly, composed himself. Then 
crashed on the next stage.

Turkey’s return to the world 
championship was always going to
be a contentious issue for entirely 
separate political reasons. 

No matter what your views on 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan were, the 
roads over which he presides 
played host to the season’s most 
dramatic scenes.

Tanak denied
Plenty saw Turkey as the turning 
point. It was, apparently, where 
Neuville and Ogier lost the 
championship. And Tanak emerged 

as the man to beat. Sure, he headed
to the next round in Wales 13 points
down on Neuville, but he landed on 
Deeside with the sort of  momentum 
only a Finland-Germany-Turkey 
hat-trick can generate. 

And Friday’s north Wales stages 
only served to further that theory. 
The Estonian demolished everybody 
and had the rally won before the 
weekend had begun. Cruising and 
controlling Saturday, the fragile 
front end of  his Toyota Yaris WRC 
let him down again and he was forced 
to stop with radiator damage. Sweet 
Lamb left a bitter taste.

But he wasn’t done yet. One rally on 
and he was bossing a Spanish Friday 
in the same fashion. This time it was 
a puncture that halted his charge.

His journey from hero to zero was 
completed when he crashed out of  the 

David Evans looks back on a tense and dramatic WRC season in 2018



Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Four victories put OttTanak in the heart of the championship showdown
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5 Rally Argentina
APRIL 26-29
Tanak’s first win in a Toyota was
telegraphed by an encouragingpre-event
test in Sardinia a week or so earlier.Arriving
in South America, the Estonian is in
confident mood and, courtesy ofhisspeed
from shakedown to powerstage, thenew
boy in the team is simply unbeatable.Kris
Meeke runs second before he’s forced to
stop and change a puncture lateonday
two, a deflation that allows Neuvilleup to
second place. Dani Sordo is third,a
second podium in three events.
1 Ott Tanak (Toyota Yaris)
2 Thierry Neuville (Hyundai i20)
3 Dani Sordo (Hyundai i20)

6RallyPortugal
MAY17-20
Oncehe’sdialled theHyundai in at lunchtime
ondayone,ThierryNeuville doesn’t look 
back.He’sonsublime form and an inch-
perfectperformance,allied to punctures 
forCitroen rivalsMeeke(who then crashes 
heavilyon thesecondday) and Craig Breen,
not tomentionanuncharacteristic accident 
fromOgier, leaves theBelgian looking down
oneverybody fromthe topof the table by the
time thisevent finishes.After a troubled start
Evans isglad togethisseason up and 
runningwithsecond.
1 ThierryNeuville (Hyundai i20)
2 ElfynEvans (FordFiesta)
3 TeemuSuninen(FordFiesta)

4 Tour de Corse
APRIL 5-8
For the third time in four 
rallies, Ogier is the man 
to beat. M-Sport’s Ford 
Fiesta WRC has the 
legs on its rivals and the Frenchman is looking 
entirely comfortable on the French island 
as he stretches a championship lead to 17 
points. Tanak solves a suspension conundrum 
that had contained his speed in Toyota’s 
Yaris, allowing the Estonian to power his way 
up to second by the finish. Neuville survives a 
late engine scare to clinch third for Hyundai.
1 Sebastien Ogier (Ford Fiesta)
2 Ott Tanak (Toyota Yaris)
3 Thierry Neuville (Hyundai i20)

lead fight in the Australian finale. 
By then, however, his hopes and 
dreams of  a maiden title were 
well and truly out of  his hands.

Tanak’s start was one of  the 
surprises of  the season. Nobody 
doubted his pace, but 2018 was his 
first year aboard a Yaris WRC, having 
driven Cumbrian-built Fiestas for 
six of  the previous seven seasons. 
Tanak was as surprised as anybody, 
evidenced by him rating his debut 
podium in Monte Carlo as a personal 
highlight from a year of  exceptional 
wins and towering speed.

And that speed has been placed 
beyond question with the season’s 
big numbers: stage wins? Tanak: 
70 from this 250, 30 more than 
anybody else. And he led for 86 of  
those 250. That’s 21 more than his 
nearest rival.

Second place on a particularly 
tricky and changeable Monte in 
January was a solid indication that 
Tanak had located a sweet spot with 
the Yaris, but it was round five in 
Argentina in April where he sank 
squarely into the middle of  it. 

A silly spin in the first stage proper, 
dropped Tanak to the wrong end of  
the top 10 and cost him 23 seconds to 
the leader. Fired up and frustrated, 
the #8 Toyota was taken by the scruff  
of  its neck and driven harder and 
faster than ever. Four stages later, he 
was in the lead. A lead he never let slip.

So much was expected from the 
next two rounds in Portugal and 
Sardinia, but a rock and a heavy 
landing cost him those results. In 
Toyota’s defence, the rock on the line 
in Portugal was virtually football-
sized, but Tanak slotted it mid-ships 

where the underbody protection is 
at its strongest. But still the oil exited.

Three Fridays later and the Yaris 
nosedived flat-in-top into the Monte 
Baranta stage. Immediately, Tanak 
looked down at the dash, waiting
for the warning light. It came. 
He stopped. 

But the heart-breaker was Wales. 
That was the one he really deserved. 
Braking for a medium-speed left-
hander, the front of  the car took 
another engine-damaging impact, 
but this one really wasn’t Tanak’s 
fault. In Portugal, Ott slammed the 
bonnet down in frustration. In Italy, 
co-driver Martin Jarveoja flung his 
pacenote book at the dash. In Wales, 
Tanak lay down on the ground and 
shut his eyes, pondering a massive, 
massive missed opportunity. 

Continued on page 32

The men who bossed the 
series (l-r): Martin Jarveoja, 
Ott Tanak, Sebastien Ogier, 
Julien Ingrassia, Thierry 
Neuville and Nicolas Gilsoul 



Continued from page 31
The comfort for Tanak is what lies 

ahead. It’s fair to say the transition 
into Toyota wasn’t all plain sailing and 
there was the need for adjustment from 
both sides as they became acquainted. 
Mid-season, there was more talk of  
trouble on the horizon in the Puuppola 
base, but once again team principal 
Tommi Makinen has steered the ship 
to calmer waters and Ott ended the year
a happier man. If  Toyota can deliver in 
terms of transmission development 
(Tanak’s sure there’s more grip, feel 
and stability to come from the car) and 
front-end reliability, then he’ll start 
next season in a very strong position.

And not just him. Jari-Matti Latvala 
suffered similar issues, but with his job 
on the line, the Finn kept his counsel 
and refused to be drawn on internal 
matters. Instead, Latvala focused his 
energies on what he could control and 
was simply superb – arguably better 
than ever – in the second half  of  the 
year. Second in Turkey, he was pipped 
to the win by Ogier in Wales, then 
lost a possible Spanish success with 
a puncture before topping the podium 
in Australia. 

Latvala looked a more complete 
driver than ever as this year drew 
to a close. A potential title tilt next 
season might have looked fanciful 
with team-mates as strong as Tanak 
and the inbound Kris Meeke, but if  
J-ML can stretch that autumn form 
into a full season, 2019 could just 
deliver his dream.

Citroen not Meeke
Having mentioned Meeke, now’s 
as good a time as any to discuss what 
turned out to be a dramatically shorter 
year than the Northern Irishman 
expected. The first two rounds weren’t 
dramatically different to 12 months 
earlier, with Meeke finding nothing 
like the confidence needed to push for 
a win in Monte or Sweden. By round 
three in Mexico things were looking up,
then a rare error from co-driver Paul 
Nagle cost them a podium in Corsica 
in April; stopping to change a puncture 
had the same effect on their Argentina 
result. And then came Portugal in 
May. A couple of  deflations at the end 
of  Friday forced the Citroen crew to 
run a tyre-less rim on the Porto street 
stage, where television pictures 

Jari-Matti Latvala rounded 
out the season with a win

than Andreas, finished just 11 points 
behind him – and outscored him on 
four of  his seven starts. Sordo, who 
was one place behind the Kiwi in 
the end of  season standings, beat 
Mikkelsen to the finish five times.

All too often, the heavy lifting was 
left to Neuville. Toyota didn’t win 
this year’s manufacturers’ title, 
Hyundai lost it.

And that’s absolutely not meant to 
take anything away from Makinen’s 
men. They did a quite magnificent job 
in the mid-season development of  the 
Yaris and the four-time champ and his 
sporting director Kaj Lindstrom should 
take plenty of  credit in reigniting 
Latvala’s fire. Unfortunately, those 
changes came too late for Esapekka 
Lappi, who’d seen enough by Finland 
and was already looking to learn 
French for an end-of-season move 
toCitroen.

Ogier on top
Lappi’s new team-mate will, of  course, 
be Ogier who takes his number ones 
from the side of  the Fiesta and puts 
them on a C3 next season. Ogier will be 
badly missed by M-Sport in 2019. And 
he’ll miss the Brits as well. 

We’ve seen a different side to Ogier 
this year. After five years of  dominance, 
he’s been in a dogfight through 2018. 
That he’s come out with the same result 
since ’13, is testament to Ogier’s ability, 
resolve, talent and temperament.

There have been times of  sheer 
brilliance from Ogier this year. Aside 
from winning three of  the first four 
rallies, stage six in Sardinia (fastest 
in thick fog and pouring rain) and that 
final run through Gwydir on the final 
morning in Wales kind will live long 
in the memory.

But what of  Neuville? Can he 
bouncebackfromdroppinga27-point

lead going into the second half  of  
this season? Looking at his results 
following a quite brilliant final-stage 
win in Sardinia, you’d have to question 
that. He managed just one podium 
(second in Germany) through the 
season’s second half  and rarely 
looked like the driver who’d taken 
a rare non-Scandinavian win in 
Sweden at the top of  the year. 

Neuville has little interest in such 
considerations. Anybody who knows 
the Belgian knows confidence and 
self-belief  is no problem for him. 
He passes the point up the line and 
talks of  Hyundai’s need to keep 
pace with Toyota. 

But at the back of  his mind – and that 
of  Ogier, no doubt – there will remain 
a single figure; one man ready to ruin 
everybody’s 2019 plans. Ott Tanak 
won’t be far from anybody’s thoughts 
asMonte Carlo moves ever closer. 

FINAL POINTS
World Rally Championship, 2018

POS DRIVER CAR 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 TOTAL
1 Sebastien Ogier Ford Fiesta 26 5 25 28 16 - 22 10 17 5 28 22 15 219
2 Thierry Neuville Hyundai i20 14 27 11 15 23 29 30 4 19 5 12 12 - 201
3 Ott Tanak Toyota Yaris 18 3 5 19 27 - 5 30 29 28 4 13 1 181
4 Jari-Matti Latvala Toyota Yaris 17 6 8 - - - 6 18 - 20 23 4 26 128
5 Esapekka Lappi Toyota Yaris 6 17 - 13 4 15 15 - 18 - 16 6 16 126
6 Andreas Mikkelsen Hyundai i20 3 18 14 6 13 - 2 1 8 10 8 1 - 84
7 Elfyn Evans Ford Fiesta 8 - - 10 8 19 1 6 - 1 - 17 10 80
8 Hayden Paddon Hyundai i20  10    - 12 12  15 6  18 73
9 Dani Sordo Hyundai i20 18 12 15 15 - 11 71
10 Mads Ostberg Citroen C3 8 8 10 22 - - 4 18 70

11 Craig Breen (Citroen C3) 67; 12 Teemu Suninen (Ford Fiesta) 54; 13 Sebastien Loeb (Citroen C3) 43; 14 Kris Meeke (Citroen C3) 43; 15 Jan Kopecky (Skoda Fabia R5) 17, etc. 
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ROUND BY ROUND

7 Rally Italy
JUNE 7-10
This is the World Rally 
Championship at its 
absolute best. Helped by 
unseasonal heavy rain on 
the opening day, title 
protagonists Thierry Neuville 
and Sebastien Ogier raise 
themselves above and 
beyond everybody else and 
it’s all eyes on them as they 
head into the final stage of a 
Sardinian classic. Neuville 
overturns Ogier’s 0.8s lead 
to win on the Italian island, 
strengthening his series 

lead ahead of the summer 
break. Esapekka Lappi 
makes his first trip to the 
2018 podium with third, 
going someway to making 
up for a second successive 
retirement for Ott Tanak. 
1 Thierry Neuville 
(Hyundai i20)
2 Sebastien Ogier 
(Ford Fiesta)
3 Esapekka Lappi 
(Toyota Yaris)

8 Rally Finland
JULY 26-29
Taking a second per kilometre out of 
everybody in the Moksi stage is almost unheard 
of. Yet Tanak does just that to set up a first 
Estonian win in Jyvaskyla for 15 years. Driving 
a Toyota built just up the road in Puuppola, 
Tanak humbles the best of the rest with an 
outrageously quick Finland win. Citroen stand-in 
Mads Ostberg makes the most of new C3 
geometry and a favourable place on the road to 
lead early on. He finishes second, edging local 
hero Jari-Matti Latvala in a final-stage thriller.
1 Ott Tanak (Toyota Yaris)
2 Mads Ostberg (Citroen
3 Jari-Matti Latvala 
(Toyota Yaris)

9 Rally Germany
AUGUST 16-19
Tanak is untouchable in
his successful pursuit of
back-to-back wins in Germany.
Behind him, the championship battle intensifies. 
Ogier looks to be the only man capable of 
threatening the Estonian’s runaway Toyota, 
but he’s forced to stop and change a puncture 
and can only manage fourth. Series leader 
Neuville endures an indifferent event, 
struggling with transmission issues for the 
first half of the rally and is relieved to make it to 
th finish in second place ahead of Lappi.

Ott Tanak (Toyota Yaris)
Thierry Neuville (Hyundai i20)
Esapekka Lappi (Toyota Yaris)

10 Rally Turkey
SEPTEMBER 13-16
First thing Saturday morning and 
championship leader Neuville hits 
trouble as the front-left damper 
bursts through the bonnet. He’s out. 
And chief title rival Ogier damages 
the front-right of his Fiesta. Crucially, 
the M-Sport crew make it to service 
before sliding off the road on the very 
next stage. You couldn’t make this up! 
Having been nowhere for two days, 
Tanak finds himself in the lead and 
cruising to a third successive win.  
1 Ott Tanak (Toyota Yaris)
2 Jari-Matti Latvala (Toyota Yaris)
3 Hayden Paddon (Hyundai i20)

depicted sparks flying and high 
drama. The reality was a sensible 
strategy that kept them in the event.

Seeing the C3 WRC through the 
Porto streets reminded folk – this time 
quite unfairly – of  Meeke’s reckless 
streak. At this point, the Dungannon 
driver hadn’t made a significant 
mistake since that Thursday night on 
Rally Germany the previous summer. 

On day two in Portugal, Meeke 
turned into an Amarante left-hander 
fractionally too late and the C3 was sent 
to the trees. When the dust settled, the 
car looked horrific. Meeke and Nagle 
rightly pointed to the Citroen’s safety 
features doing their job in keeping the 
crew safe. But Citroen went down 
the road of  what-ifs, put together a 
damning communication and sacked 
the pair of  them.

Mads Ostberg stepped in and made 
the most of  a heavily revised Citroen 
with a great second place in Finland 
and Craig Breen constantly looked for 
ways to build on a brilliant second in 
Sweden. But neither could make their 
season stick, with Breen enduring 
a genuinely luckless year. 

Staring down the barrel of  what 
would be only Citroen’s second 
winless season since 2002, the old 
boy came back and delivered for 
them. On the third event in his three-
rally programme, Sebastien Loeb 
wound back the years to clinch a 
Rally Spain victory that provided 
yet another fanciful storyline in 
this most compelling of  seasons.

 
Hyundai’s rollercoaster
Coming into the second season with 
these latest generation World Rally 
Cars, Hyundai hogged the headlines. 
Firstly, could Neuville finish the job 
he’d started in 2017 and secondly, 
how quickly could the Korean 
manufacturer tie-up the makes’ title? 

Andreas Mikkelsen joined Hyundai 
at the end of  2017 and, showing 
immediate pace, came close to 
winning in Australia. The world 
waited as famously good mates 
Neuville and Mikkelsen went head-
to-head in a straight race to the title. 
And that story would have been 
fascinating, had the Norwegian 
turned up; it’s rare to see a driver fall 
so far from grace in a single season. 
Yes, there were flashes of  inspiration 
and speed, but that’s all they were. 

Struggling to get the car to suit him, 
he tweaked his driving style to suit 
the i20 Coupe WRC, but once a driver 
turns their back on what comes 
naturally to them, they’re on a hiding 
to nothing. That’s precisely what 
Mikkelsen was on all season.

Conversely, Hyundai’s part-timers 
Hayden Paddon and Dani Sordo did 
the job they were asked to do. And 
spent much of the year making up for 
Mikkelsen’s shortcomings. It’s telling 
to see that Paddon, with six fewer starts Mads Ostberg: Citroen call-up



Thierry Neuville 
was top in Sweden

Neuville gets to work on his Hyundai i20

Andreas Mikkelsen 
failed to show his pace

It was a trying year
for Craig Breen

Elfyn Evans was a
man under pressure

11 Rally GB
OCTOBER 4-7
Tanak has two objectives in Wales: to 
score a fifth win of the year and play himself 
into the race for the drivers’ championship. 
The Estonian is magnificent through the 
opening day, pulling himself half a minute 
clear of the chasing pack. It all goes wrong 
when the radiator is damaged second 
time through Sweet Lamb. Ogier steps 
in to take a sensational victory from under 
the nose of an inspired Latvala. Neuville’s 
at the races before he slides into a ditch. 
He finishes fifth. 
1 Sebastien Ogier (Ford Fiesta)
2 Jari-Matti Latvala (Toyota Yaris)
3 Esapekka Lappi (Toyota Yaris)

12 Rally Spain
OCTOBER 25-28
Not even the great 
man himself thinks 
it’s possible. But it is: 
Sebastien Loeb winds 
back the years and clinches a ninth Rally Spain 
victory. And the Frenchman does it in the best way 
possible, gambling on a final-morning tyre choice 
that proves inspired and enough to seal Citroen’s 
only victory of 2018. Of more relevance in terms 
of the championship fight, his countryman Ogier is 
second and moves past a fourth-placed Neuville 
to the top of the table with one round remaining. 
1 Sebastien Loeb (Citroen C3)
2 Sebastien Ogier (Ford Fiesta)
3 Elfyn Evans (Ford Fiesta)

13 Rally Australia
NOVEMBER 15-18
Try as they might, there’s nothingNeuvilleor
Tanak can do about Ogier’s march towards
the title. A first-day puncturecosts the
Hyundai man dearly. He pushesashard
as he dares to make time up onOgier,but
mistakes creep in and he retires, knocking
a wheel off on the penultimatestage.Tanak
leads, but it’s not enough. HeneedsOgier
to hit trouble. Instead, he bounceshisYaris
off the New South Wales sceneryand
leaves a five-time champion tomake ita
straight six. Latvala wins. 
1 Jari-Matti Latvala (ToyotaYaris)
2 Hayden Paddon (Hyundai i20)
3 Mads Ostberg (Citroen C3)
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Lastyear’sAutosportInternational
wasacauseforsignificantoptimism
forBritishandIrishrallyfans.Kris
Meeke,PaulNagle,ElfynEvans,
DaniBarritt,CraigBreen,Scott
MartinandSebMarshall[Hayden
Paddon’sco-driver]wereall in
Birminghamforthelaunchof the
WorldRallyChampionshipand
all lookingaheadtoputtingforward
asignificantchallenge.

Admittedly,Marshall’swouldbe
somethingof abit-partprogramme
withhimandPaddononlytackling
half therallies.

Whatadifferenceayearmakes.
NextmonthMarshall’sbackin
Britain’ssecondcitywherehe
willbealongsideMeekeand
surelyreadyforatitletilt.

Meekewasinthatpositionlast
year.Afterastop-startseasonof
development,muchwasexpected
of theNorthernIrishmanandhis
C3.Itdidn’tgotoplan.

Breenwasthefirstof thethree
tomakethepodium,withthe
Waterfordstarfinishinground
twoinSwedeninastunningsecond
place.Andhe’ddoneitwithout,
apparently,breakingtoomuchof a
sweat.UnfortunatelyforBreen,that
careerbestresultwouldonlyserve
topileonthefrustrationashewas
benchedforthenexttworalliesin
MexicoandCorsicatomakewayfor
thereturningSebastienLoeb.

Citroen’sinboundteamprincipal
PierreBudarmadeitquiteclear
thiswasthepolicyof hisBelgian
predecessor(YvesMatton,who
departedtobecomeFIArally
directorinFebruary)andnot
adecisionhehadmade.

ASaturdayshuntruledBreenout
of his returning rally in Argentina 
and then his season just seemed to 
spiral downwards, with middle of  
the road results running through 
the middle of  the season. And very 
little of  that was of  Breen’s making, 
there were punctures, handbrake 
issues, rain showers in Germany – 
all of  these things combined to 
leave him running in the worst 

TOUGH TIMES FOR THE 
UP-AND-COMING BRITS

possible position on the road 
through the weekend.

It would be fair to say Breen saw 
little of  the rub of  the green this season.

And then things went seriously 
wrong when his C3 was lost to fire 
in Turkey. Fourth in Wales was a 
brief  respite, allowing him to offer 
his favoured, “Flat to the square 
right,” as a description on more 
than one occasion. If  you’re still 
off  the pace with that one, Google 
those five words, sit back and enjoy 
some quality Irish onboard. 

Spain and Australia didn’t offer 
the end of  the season he might have 
hoped for. The Coffs Harbour-based 
rally started well enough. Quickest 
in Sherwood late on Friday, Breen 
was right in the thick of  the lead 
fight until suspension damage on 
Urungu – his concentration not 
helped by a sticking throttle on the 
previous stage – confined him to 
the lower end of  the top 10.  

There’s no doubt building pressure 
probably took its toll on Breen as 
the season progressed, the harder he 
sought a result, the harder it became 
to find one. In a perfect world, there 
was enough pace and potential 
there to offer Breen another shot 
this season, but only time will tell 
if  his is the perfect world.

It was a similar story of  misfortune 
for Evans. Punctures ruined Monte 
and Sweden, while a sixth-gear shunt 
left co-driver Barritt seeing stars and 
out of  not just the Leon weekend, but 
also the following event in Corsica. 
Fifth was a solid result with stand-in 
co-driver Phil Mills.

Evans and his more illustrious 

M-Sport Ford team-mate Sebastien 
Ogier struggled to get the best out of  
the car in Argentina, but second in 
Portugal offered hope for the second 
half  of  the season. A noddy accident 
in Tula, understeering into a bank on 
the second stage in Sardinia, put the 
mockers on his trip to the Italian 
island and Evans couldn’t revive the 
speed which had carried him to 
second in Finland 12 months earlier. 
He was seventh in Jyvaskyla this 
time around. More understeer and 
more steering damage followed in 
Germany and, by this time, the 
pressure was really building.

Things didn’t improve with broken 
suspension in Turkey and a road 
section engine issue in Wales. 

By this point, things were looking 
grim for Evans – just as they had 
three years earlier. In 2015, Evans 
wilted under the pressure and was a 
broken man on the final round. Not 
this time. He bounced back with a 
sensational drive through Spain, 
edging Thierry Neuville – to the 
delight of  Ogier and the whole 
M-Sport squad – for third place and 
then delivering an untroubled sixth 
at the New South Wales finale.

Evans, like Breen, has been better 
than his results would suggest this 
season. He’s demonstrated maturity 
and self-confidence. But, if  he does 
bag another season in the WRC, 
then he has to come out and put 
the Ford Fiesta WRC on its door 
handles from the very start. 

The misfortune’s finished, 
Evans has had enough time at the 
sport’s sharp end. It’s time to start 
winning some rallies. 
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REVIEW: WRC

3 JARI-MATTI LATVALA
Car: Toyota Yaris Team: Toyota Gazoo World 
Rally Team Wins: 1 Podiums: 5
Points: 128 Championship position: 4th
In the form of his life in the second half of the 
2018 season. Three podiums and a win in 
Australia signalled a stunning return to form for 
the eminently likeable Finn. Most importantly 
his head seems to be in the right place with the 
Puuppola-based Toyota team. Played a major 
part in securing the manufacturers’ crown for 
Toyota and will be a contender in 2019.

Car: Hyundai i20 Team: Hyundai Shell Mobis
World Rally Team Wins: 3 Podiums: 6
Points: 201 Championship position: 2nd
Brilliant start to the year where three wins and 
two podiums gave him a dominant lead in the 
championship. The second half of the season 
was nothing short of a disaster, however. One 
podium in six events was far from championship-
winning form. Battled the car and drove beyond 
its capabilities on too many rallies but gets a solid 
five stars for effort and commitment.

Car: Citroen C3 WRC
Team: Citroen Total Abu Dhabi World
Rally Team
Wins: 1 Podiums: 1 
Points: 43 Championship position: 13th
Just the most remarkable comeback from 
Le Maestro. Was challenging in Mexico, 
mighty quick in Corsica and utterly brilliant 
in Spain. Has lost none of his ability and 
demonstrated superbly that rallying is not, 
and never will be, about speed alone.

Car: Skoda Fabia R5 Team: Skoda Motorsport
Wins: 2 (WRC2) Podiums: 3 (WRC2)
WRC2 points: 90 WRC2 championship 
position: 3rd 
We have seen the future, and the future is as exciting 
as hell. Stuttering start to his season exploded into 
life with breathtaking and car breaking run on Rally 
Finland. Finished the year with two wins in WRC2 
and looks to be more than living up to all the hype 
that continually surrounds this child prodigy.

MN’S LEADING PERFORMERS
OF THE WRC SEASON

Car: Ford Fiesta
WRC Team:
M-Sport Ford 
World Rally Team
Wins: 4 
Podiums: 6
Points: 219 
Championship 
position: 1st
Showed his 
absolute pedigree 
this year. Was 23 
points down with 
three events 
remaining and 
looking down and 
out. Ogier used 
every ounce of 
his experience, 
his guile, his 
nous and his 
considerable 
talent to stalk, 
pounce upon 
and ultimately 
pass his title 
rivals. He might 
not be the fastest 
driver in the 
world, but he is 
unquestionably 
the best and at 
the top of his
game right now.

Car: Toyota Yaris WRC
Team: Toyota Gazoo
World Rally Team
Wins: 4 Podiums: 6
Points: 181 
Championship 
position:  3rd
Well if Ogier isn’t the fastest 
in the world then who is? 
Not too much doubt about 
it really. Tanak was showing 
signs of brilliance in 2017 
in the Fiesta but moved up 
another couple of levels in 
his debut year with Toyota. 
He won four rallies this year 
but it could have been 
many more. Well placed to 
challenge in 2019 and will be 
title favourite in many eyes.

2 OTT TANAK

1 SEBASTIEN OGIER
We pick out the top 10 drivers of the season just gone. By Colin Clark

6 KALLE ROVANPERA

5 THIERRY NEUVILLE

4 SEBASTIEN LOEB
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KOPECKY
SIGNS OFF IN STYLE

Jan Kopecky won
WRC2 at a canter

Car: Skoda Fabia R5 
Team: Skoda Motorsport II
Wins: 5 (WRC2) Podiums: 6 
(WRC2)
WRC2 points: 143 WRC2 
championship position: 1st 
Won 11 of the 12 events 
he entered in 2018. Much 
like Loeb, demonstrating 
brilliantly that rallying is 
about experience and 
intelligence as much as 
anything else. Gave the 
supposed young guns of 
the WRC an absolute 
whipping on more than one 
occasion and fully deserved 
his WRC2 crown. Would 
love to see him get a crack 
in a WRC car.

Car: Citroen C3 WRC 
Team: Citroen Abu Dhabi 
World Rally Team
Wins: 0 Podiums: 1
Points: 43 
Championship position: 14th
He makes my top 10 for his 
actions off the stages and 
most definitely not because of 
his actions on the stages. He 
was supposedly suggesting 
that the terse note of dismissal 
from Citroen was career-
ending, yet somewhat 
miraculously, six months later 
was confirming a full time 
return with Toyota. Bouncing 
back with all the style, punch, 
power and finesse of Tyson 
Fury. Genius.

Car: Hyundai i20 
Team: Hyundai Shell Mobis 
World Rally Team
Wins: 0 Podiums: 2
Points: 73 Championship 
position: 8th 
Remarkably similar season 
to Sordo. Rally GB was a 
disappointment but other 
than that a solid point-
scoring season for the Kiwi 
charger. Podiums in Australia 
and Turkey demonstrate 
that he can still be a challenger 
to the WRC elite. But with 
Hyundai signing Loeb, his 
future at the top-level of 
rallying is up in the air and 
he has very few options 
available to him.

Car:  Hyundai i20 
Team: Hyundai Shell Mobis 
World Rally Team
Wins: 0 Podiums: 2
Points: 71 
Championship 
position: 9th
Never outside the top 
five and two podiums in 
his part time season with 
Hyundai was exactly 
what was needed by 
his employer in 2018. 
The reduced level of 
expectation on the veteran 
Spaniard seems to suit him 
well and his speed and 
overall performance was at 
a level beyond what we’ve 
seen in the past. More of 
the same in 2019 please.

10 JAN KOPECKY

9 KRIS MEEKE

8 HAYDEN PADDON

7 DANI SORDO

S
eeing the end of  
an 11-year career 
looming onto the 
horizon can be an 
incredibly motivating
force. Just ask Jan 
Kopecky (or Dani 

Sordo, obviously…). Kopecky 
came into this season not really 
sure what his year was going 
to look like. It ended up being 
his best yet.

So often in the past, the Czech 
star has been forced to play second 
fiddle to the next big thing coming 
through in a Skoda. But, having 
served his time in the Asia Pacific 
and European Rally Championships,
Kopecky was finally given a shot 
at the big one; Skoda sanctioned 
his assault on the R5’s biggest 
prize: WRC2. Kopecky repaid 
that faith with a remarkable 
campaign that delivered five 
wins, a second place and the title.

Once again, however, the WRC2 
battle was skewed by the fact that 
the main protagonists came together
on just one occasion. Ironically, they
weren’t avoiding each other – it was 
Skoda’s decision when and where to 
run Kopecky and team-mates Pontus
Tidemand and Kalle Rovanpera. But
the simple fact that Turkey provided
the only head-to-head competition 
once again demonstrated that the 
FIA and WRC Promoter doesn’t 
have an answer to the calendar 
for the series’ second tier.

But let’s not get bogged down in 
that. Instead, let’s revel in Kopecky’s
mastery of  the Fabia R5. Jan was 
the man in Turkey as his Swedish 
team-mate and rival Tidemand 

WRC2

suffered two punctures and broken
wheels in successive stages, ruling 
him out and ruining his year.

Tidemand’s season didn’t get off  
to the best of  starts, when he was 
beaten at home by Toyota’s junior 
Japanese driver Takamoto Katsuta – 
a surprise, but worthy winner of  
WRC2 in Karlstad. He won his next 
three rallies, but retiring in Turkey 
effectively ended his hopes of  a 
successful WRC2 title defence.

Kopecky deserved the win. And 
Rovanpera certainly deserved 
the headlines and the plaudits 
he earned for his wins in Wales 
and Spain at the end of  the 
18-year-old’s first season in WRC2.

Gus Greensmith upheld M-Sport’s 
honour with fourth. The 

Manchester driver made a solid
start to the season, with a brace of  
seconds in Mexico and Argentina, 
but retirements in Germany and 
Turkey hit his title campaign hard. 

The Junior WRC title race went to 
the wire with just about every driver 
still able to take the crown, partly 
thanks to a double-header finale in 
Marmaris. Dennis Radstrom was 
the early pacesetter, taking two 
wins from the first three rounds in 
the six-event series. But when the 
Swede crashed in Finland, his 
countryman Emil Bergkvist 
justified his decision to step back 
from WRC2 to the junior series by 
taking the title – and the biggest 
prize in world rallying, a new Ford 
Fiesta R5 – on the final round.  

Kalle Rovanpera was an instant hit at the wheel of a Skoda
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INSIGHT

HOW M-SPORT IS BREAKING    
DOWN THE BORDERS

The firm’s Polish arm has ramped up its HQ and is ready to take the next step. By David Evans

swallows a couple of  transporter trucks 
whole and allows them to be washed in 
the warm – a genuine comfort in a place 
which spends a chunk of the winter 
weathering below freezing.

The engine dyno room is especially 
impressive. And begs the obvious 
question of  what’s the place for?

“We’re focusing on front-wheel 
drive here,” says Woda. “The dyno was 
invaluable in the development of  the 
new [Ford Fiesta] R2 car. The engine 
did 120 hours on the dyno. Having it 
really transforms a facility like this 
one. For example, we needed to do some 
work on the camshaft for the car and 
we had it redesigned, on the dyno and 
ready to go in the car in 48 hours later.

“But as well as that we use it for the 
rebuild of  R5 engines.”

Wilson’s investment in M-Sport 
Poland is significant, especially in 
Woda himself.

“He’s fantastic,” says Woda. “He’s 
always there on the end of  the telephone 
and he’s over here regularly, but he 
lets me get on with things. He keeps 
telling me: ‘no pressure!’ But I think 
we both know… 

“It’s so important to me that M-Sport 
Poland stands on its own two feet 
financially. With the exception of  the 
[wiring] looms [which come from 
Cumbria], we have designed and built 
the R2 car completely on our own here, 
with our own workforce. OK, we have 
the M-Sport database, so we can dive 
in and look at the work from the R5 or 
World Rally Car – and, of  course, our 
friends in Cumbria are only on the end 
of  the telephone. But I’m really proud 
of what we achieved here and what 
we have planned for the future.”

The first part of  that future is 
supplying next year’s Junior WRC 
cars out of  Krakow, not to mention 
one-make series in national rallying 

all around the world. M-Sport sold 
120 of  the current one-litre R2 cars. 
Woda has already committed to 
building 100 kits for the new cars.

Ford has committed budget to the 
development of  the R2 car, but that’s 
a smart investment from the Blue Oval 
as M-Sport is surely one of  its biggest 
customers; the stores are packed from 
floor to ceiling with original parts 
bought and paid for from Ford Poland.

Walking back onto the main factory 
floor, it’s hard to miss a distinctly 
dog-eared R2 car. 

“That’s the first test car,” says 
Woda. “As you can see, it’s been busy.” 

Dented panels add detail to almost 
2500 miles in stage mode already. 
“It’s been everywhere, every surface. 
We have to have it ready for 
homologation on January 1.”

It will be. And from then on, the 
target is to sign-off  three or four 
cars per week. 

“We have a lot of  orders and a lot of  
interest in this new car,” says Woda. 
“It’s not surprising. The previous car 
was good, but this one is even better – 
almost everything is new. We have a 
new engine with 200bhp [the old one 
had 175bhp] thanks to using the turbo 
from the Fiesta ST, different pistons 
and a new cam. And we have a higher 
specification gearbox from Sadev. 
There was nothing wrong with the old 
one, but this one has thicker casings – 
some of these changes had to be made 
because of  the new R2 regulations from 
the FIA. But the car is good. Very good.”

And, on the inside, it bears more 
than a striking resemblance to its big 
brother World Rally Car. 

“The seating position and much of  
the rollcage design,” says Woda, “we 
took these from the Fiesta WRC. It 
makes sense for us to use the expertise 
we have within the company.”

At the same time, Woda is about 
generating talent from within Poland, 
which was why he was intrigued by a 
letter from Jaroslaw Rusek. Working 
in a design studio in Krakow, lifelong 
rally fan Rusek wrote to Woda to ask 
if  he could help out at the new M-Sport 
facility at weekends.

“He was offering to wash cars, to 
do anything,” Woda says. “I talked to 
Chris [Williams, M-Sport’s head of  
rally engineering] and sent him the 
CV. Chris said to talk to him.”

Rusek landed the dream. He spent a 
year at Dovenby Hall before returning 
to M-Sport Poland, where he now 
works full time. 

“I wanted to be involved, somehow, 
in M-Sport Poland,” Rusek says. “In 
Poland we have some workshops for 
rallying, but nothing like M-Sport. 
For us, it’s M-Sport and nothing else.

“I remember the first time I saw the 
building in Dovenby. Of course, you 
know this building from the pictures, 
but in life it is something completely 
different. And then inside, the first time 
I saw the first generation Focus, the 
Safari car [from 1999], it was incredible. 
I have so many posters of  this car on my 
wall. It was Colin’s car – you could cry in 
a moment like this. This was something 
amazing for me; I could never imagine 
this story would go like this for me.

“It was the same when I saw Malcolm 
Wilson for the first time. I had seen him 
so many times in interviews on the 
television, but to have this man as my 
boss was something incredible.”

And when Wilson and Woda pull 
back the cover to reveal the all-new 
Ford Fiesta R2, Rusek is full of  pride. 
“From here, we put our heart and soul 
to this car,” he says, “this is the car 
from Poland.”

And the start of  a new story for 
M-Sport Poland. 

F
lying into
Krakow’s
John Paul II
International
Airport is a
slightly surreal
experience for a

rally fan. There’s the predictable
bird’s eye view of a long-stay car
park, an Orlen petrol station, a
McDonalds… and an enormous
M-Sport building.

ArrivingonthecarparkatM-Sport
Poland,it’squitedisorientating.The
signageis,naturally,similartothe
businessendof DovenbyHall,but
inplaceof a16th-centurycountry
house,there’sacuttingedge,
design-ledfactory.

Andeveryfewminutesapairof
Rolls-Royceenginesreversethrust
toremindyouyou’resomedistance
fromCumbria.

M-SportmanagingdirectorMalcolm
Wilsonsmilesattherecognition
of missionaccomplished.

“Iwantedthisplacetobethe
completeoppositetoDovenby,”he
says.“AtDovenbywe’reafairlylong
wayfromthenearestairport,soto
makethisKrakowsitework,ithad
tobeascloseaspossible.”

Anycloserandit’dbeanextension

Impressive new M-Sport facility

to the terminal building. Completed 
last year, Wilson’s justifiably proud 
of the super-swish new facility. 
And just as proud of the chap in 
charge of  it. 

Maciek Woda moved to Britain to 
chase his dream of becoming a rally 
engineer in 2004. After a two-month 
trial period, he was taken on as a 
full-time mechanic at Dovenby. After 
rising through the ranks, Woda took 
advantage of  Wilson’s good mood as 
Mikko Hirvonen and Jari-Matti 
Latvala cruised towards an apparent 
1-2 at Rally Poland in 2009.

“As we walked down to watch the 
final superspecial, I asked Malcolm 
what he thought of  Poland,” says 
Woda, “he said he liked it. So I said 
‘Why don’t you invest in Poland then?’ 
He thought for a moment and said: 
‘Why not…’ I’m glad I didn’t leave it 
for a couple of  hours, his mood wasn’t 
so good after Jari-Matti crashed!” 

M-Sport Poland was born the 
following year and housed temporarily 
at workshops in Krakow from 2011.

Woda continues: “We moved into 
some premises in Krakow in time to 
run the original Fiestas for the 2011 
WRC Academy. We ran the cars from 
those premises for three years, but it 
was always about a new building 
close to the airport. This is perfect.”

Opened last year, M-Sport Poland’s 
new factory is something special. 
Once you’re inside – and away from 
the noise of  Lufthansa’s 1235hrs 
departure for Frankfurt – it’s M-Sport 
all over with a gleaming factory floor 
finished to the same standard as the 
Cockermouth headquarters. 

The Woda and Wilson tour takes 
a while, encompassing shops for 
bodyshells, fabrication, engine, 
electrics, suspension and transmission. 
Then there’s a huge side section which 

Polish staff will build 
100s of cars and kits



MalcolmWilson (left) and his protege MaciekWoda on the prowl
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L
ast year’s Junior
World Rally
champion Nil
Solans is sitting
alone at a table. He
has, quite clearly,
been happier. The

highlight of his day was driving
M-Sport’s brand new Ford Fiesta
R2 at the Kielce circuit in Poland.

Fromthepointhesteppedoutof the
left-handseatandbackintothefreezing
morningmist,thingsstartedtogo
downhill. It’searlyonaDecember
Tuesdayandtheall-asphalttrack
whichsitshalfwaybetweenKrakow
andWarsawisfullof ice.Hedidn’tmind
theconditions.Heenjoyedhimself,
lotsof handbrake,lotsof driftiness.

Butnowit’stimetogetbackinthecar.
Ontheotherside.Nexttome.Atleast
oneof usishappytobehere.

Itrytoofferhimareassuringsmile.
Hetakesadeepbreathand:“Morning-
it’s-so-slippery-we-need-to-be-very-
very-careful.”

OK…
Fortunatelyforhim(probablyeven

moreforme),we’reusingtheinfield
partof theKielcetrack,whichinvolves
thebottomhalf of thefive-speedSadev
gearboxfarmorethanthetop.

WhileI’mwrestlingwiththebelts,
M-SportengineerMarekLachleans
intothecarwithsomefreshinputinto
theconditions.

“It’sveryslipperyoutthere,”hesays.
OK,thanks.
Finallytieddownandreadytofirethe

Fiestaup,Lachisback.
“So,”hesays,“theopenhairpinright

atthefarendof thestageiscompletely
ice.All ice.It’svery,veryslippery.”

Yep,gotthat.Shallwego?
Lach:“If youfeelyouwouldgetmore

of afeelingforthecar,wecouldlet
Nildrive…”

Searchingforsomeinspiration,Icatch
theeyeof FinnishcolleagueMiika
Wuorela.He’sbeenoutside.Helookscold.

“It’syourMontetest,”hegrins.“It’s
nottoolatetoimpressMalcolm,maybe
itcouldbeyouandTeemu[Suninen]
nextyear…”

Iaskif there’sanysignof the
icemelting.

“They’reputtingsaltdown,”Wuorela
says,“but,no.There’salotof icethere.”

Veryslippery?
“Veryslippery,”heshutsthedoor,

withthegrim-facedexpressionof
anexecutionersendinganotherto
meettheirmaker.

Thedoor’sopenagain.Lach’sback.
“Wedecidedtochangethemapping

abit,”hesays,leaningdowntopluga
laptopinsomewherebeneathmy
leftbuttock.

Nowhappily(happily,tryfirmly…)
ensconcedintheright-handseatit’s
timeforawordfromSolans.

“Wedon’tneedtheanti-lag,”hesays,
“wewillruninroadmode.”

Iamhere,youknow.
Finally, fullof fear,IbackM-Sport

Poland’ssecond2019-specification
FiestaR2outof thegarageandout
ontothetrack.

“CakeorDime?”saysSolans.
Excuseme?
Hismouth’smoving,butIcan’thear

athing.Ishrug.Heshrugsback.Then
hegetsitandturnsthevolumeupon
hismic.

“Takeyourtime!”
Ah!Understood.Watchingavideo

of mysightinglap,Icanabsolutely
confirmItookmytime.

Acoupleof lapsin,abitof heatinto
thebrakesandthingsstartedtowork.
Clutchonlyfromfirsttosecondand,
onceoutof thaticyhairpin,ontothe
straightanduptofourth.

Wheelspinineverygear.Nice.
Leftfoothardontothebrakesand

silence.Stalled.Evennicer.
Detailedanalysisof thislovelycar

was,I’mafraid,beyondme.Mytime
aboardtheall-newR2wasallabout
findinggrip.Andnotmakeanutter
pillockof myself.Feelingthefront
washawayfromunderyougoinginand
outof cornerswasn’tideal,buteven
insuchcompromisedconditionsthe
carstillgaveconfidenceandfeedback.

Acoupleof timestheFiestagot
reasonablyoutof shape,butwasstill
compliantenoughtobebroughtback

Evans got to
grips with the R2

Engine pushes
out 200bhp

TECH SPEC
Engine: 12-valve, three-
cylinder 999cc turbo
Power: 200bhp 
@ 6500rpm
Torque: 290Nm 
@ 4000rpm
Gearbox: Five-speed 
sequential Sadev 
with plated LSD 
Clutch: AP Racing 
two plate
Suspension: Reiger 
adjustable dampers/
Eibach springs
Front brakes: vented 
285mm (gravel) 310mm 
(asphalt) AP Racing 
discs/Alcon calipers
Rear brakes: Solid 
280mm discs
Steering: electric power-
assisted 
Wheels: 6x15-inch (gravel) 
6.2x15-inch (asphalt)
Length: 4065mm
Width: 1735mm
Wheelbase: 2490mm
Weight: 1030kg
Price: €64,990 (£58,000) 
+ VAT built/€37,990 
(£34,000) + VAT for kit 
(donor car and wheels 
not included)

Back in one piece: MN’s Evans

MN’S MAN GOES SLIP 
SLIDING AWAY...

The R2 car has been completely built in the new Krakow base

under control from angles it was never 
designed to be driven at. 

The power, what little I used of  it, was 
impressive – massively so when you 
consider the three pistons ahead 
of  me were sweeping just 999 cubic 
centimetres to deliver 200bhp. And the 
gearbox was, predictably Sadev lovely. 

I was enjoying myself. 
Even Nil seemed to be enjoying 

himself. So much so that he offered a 
bit more advice. Turning the volume 
up again, just to be clear, he said: “Turn 
this way, we’re finished…”

Probably best. I think he’d seen me 
eyeing the handbrake and sensed I was 
about to jump on the happy stick next 
time around; I’ll be honest, as you read 
these words, it’s quite possible we might 
still have been spinning down the road…

Arriving back into the garage, I got a 
big thumbs up from Lach – a man who 
looked like he might just have come out 
from behind his hands. 

“How was the seat position?” he asks. “It’s 
comfortable – like the World Rally Car.”

So focused had I been on keeping the 
thing out of  the trees, I’d completely 
forgotten to consider the creature 
comforts from the inside. I’m sure it 
was lovely though. 

Feeling I might have let my engineer 
down and with little left to offer in terms 
of debrief  – beyond confirmation that 
it was indeed, very slippery – I went in 
search of  the Pirelli man to compliment 
him on getting the choice right.

Alberto Ferloni had sent me out on the 
SottoZero B (that’s the STZ-B to those of  
us in the know…), basically the softest, 
most heavily grooved cover this side of  
a Swedish spike. I asked what it would 
have been like on a soft wet. It was 
warming up and I thought this data 
might prove useful were I ever asked 
back to this corner of  Kielce.

Ferloni looked a little bit awkward.
“The wet?” he questions, “you want 

the wet…”
Longish pause, ending with an even 

more awkward look and a deep breath 
from him. 

“You would need to be a real rally 
driver,” he says. “To get any heat into a 
wet, even a soft wet, in these conditions, 
you would need to really stress the tyre.”

Oh. OK.
I didn’t need any more stress. I left the 

wets and went home.
Great car. Great place. Very slippery.   



Photos: Simon Clarke, Kevin Money
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“Alotof one-makechampionships
arecostlytodo,there’snodoubtabout
it,”saysChampion.“BimmaCupUK
isaboutascost-effectiveasarear-wheel
drivesingle-makeformulacanget.

“Youcanconvertanexistingrace
car,orbuyacarfor£300-400and
builditfromthere.Youcanget
engines for £250. They are so fun 
to drive as well. That’s two good 
foundations – cheap and fun – for 
a strong single-make formula.”

Cozieragrees:“Agearboxinmy
historicEscortis£7000.Youcan
haveaBimmaCupcarforthat!”

Theseriesorganisersarerally
fans,competitorsandorganisers
whoarerealistic.Thefirstround
takesplaceatBlytonnextFebruary9,
andtheorganisersexpectthings
to start small and build quickly.

“We all agreed between us [the 
organisers], if  we finish the year 
with five or six cars, that would be 

asuccess,”addsCozier.“It’snot
difficulttogetthecarsreadyintime
forthefirstroundinFebruary2019as
there’sapoolof racecarsavailable.”

Presentatthefirstroundwill
beDerekEdwards,theCaribbean
champion,whohasnevercompeted
abroadbefore.Hedefinitelyhas
the short straw, coming to Blyton 
in Lincolnshire in February, while 
the BimmaCup UK champion heads 
in the opposite direction…

From Barbados to the UK and back, the BimmaCup UK is set to impress. By Jack Benyon

As the circuit closes, MN remembers the first rally at Rockingham. By Jack Benyon 

T
he most common 
complaint in UK 
rallying is why 
aren’t there 
more successful 
single-make 
championships? 

In 2019 and beyond that could 
well change with the arrival of  
BimmaCup UK. 

It has the most unlikely origins for 
a UK championship…in Barbados. 
Long-time competitor and organiser 
on the island, Greg Cozier, began the 
BimmaCup there with the intention 
of  offering a low-cost rear-wheel-
drive formula for the island, as its 
rally entries had struggled to recover 
after the 2008 financial crisis. 

Launched in 2015, the formula 
has expanded to have an Antiguan 
variant and a Caribbean series, 
with numerous competitors 
from across the region travelling 
through the islands to compete. 

Nearly 30 cars started the last 
round in Barbados in November. 
That is quite some number 
considering the population of  the 
three hosting islands combined 
is under 500,000 people. As Cozier 
puts it: “It’s like having a rally 
championship in one of  your 
[UK] small cities!”

For 2019, BimmaCup UK has been 
launched for the BMW 318ti, and 
the only major changes to the car 
are the rollcage, larger limited-slip 
differential, ECU reprogramme and 
new suspension. For under £10,000, 
you’ve got a fun rear-wheel-drive 
carandaseason’srallyingwith

R
ockingham 
circuit is 
known for 
some brilliant 
racing 
memories, 
but the circuit 

has a long rallying history which 
also comes to an end when the 
circuit closes to motorsport at 
the end of  the year. 

Rallying launched onto the scene 
at Rockingham in 2004, three years 

after opening, to a strong national-
level entry, most of  whom are still 
competing at a high level today. 

Car number one was Stephen 
Simpson, co-driven by Mark Booth in 
a Hyundai Accent WRC. Bringing the 
fight to him was perennial Asphalt 
Championship rival John Stone and 
navigator Lee Carter, in the third of  
Stone’s MG Metro 6R4s. Old vs new 
for the first ever rally at the circuit. 

Simpson had the advantage for 
most of  the day in his ex-Freddy 

Loix and Armin Schwarz car, but 
as the rally – then a one-day event – 
reached its climax, Stone wanted 
to provide a fitting ending. 

He needed to go a second a mile 
faster on the last stage to take 
victory in his ex-Tony Pond car.

 “At that time there weren’t 
many single-venue rallies at circuits 
running, but I remember the facilities 
being fantastic,” says Stone. 

“Going into the darkness, we 
gunned it on the last stage and I 

remember coming into the control 
feeling that we’d done it, and it was 
one of  my best rally memories. 

“There’s a few times where you 
drive a car and you can feel everything 
working perfectly. Everything worked 
and that was one of  those times.

“We [with Carter] were quite a 
formidable team at that time and 
it was a really good rally. Lee was 
the king of  single venues. He was a 
brilliant co-driver and he was just 
pushing me all the way.”

It was enough as Stone took victory 
by just three measly seconds. 

Stone returned to the venue for 
the last ever event there, winning 
the one-day Sunday rally aboard his 
Ford Fiesta RS WRC. 

Times have changed since 2004, but 
the rivalry hasn’t. ‘Simmo’ Simpson 
and Stone are still fighting multiple 
times a year, but sadly it will never 
be at Rockingham again. Stone’s 
win in the last event  – having won 
the first – was a fitting send off.  

good reliability. What’sthecatch?
The only real downsideisthat

the series is basedaroundsingle-
venues, but that isgreatforkeeping
it accessible, costsdownand
allowing new peopleintothesport
at an acceptable price.Forthe
target market, it isperfectandthe
organsiers will considerexpansion
as and when the seriesgrows.

The right peoplearebehind
the series too. Long-timeBritish
competitors and organisersMartin
Stockdale and RobBrook,whohave
competed in Barbadossince2001,
are organising BimmaCupUK
with Cozier remaininginvolved.

And the best partisstill tocome.
Not only have yougotabrilliant
season’s rallying forunder£10,000;
the winner gets anexpenses-paid
trip to compete inthefinalroundof
BimmaCup CaribbeaninBarbados
next November. Intherallyingscene
in Barbados, the funandparty-aspect
of the pre and posteventistaken
just as seriously asthelocalstake
the competition ontheeventitself.
What other grassrootsseriescan
offer that?

‘Mr Single-Make’himself,Ryan
Champion, is buildingaBimmaCup
car for rental andtheoccasional
outing, despite owningmuchmore
trick machinery likea1996GroupA
Subaru Impreza, drivenbyDidier
Auriol, among others.

Having competedinthePeugeot
Challenge, PumaCup,British
Junior championshipwhenitwas
for 306s, and single-makeseriesfor
Peugeot 106s and MitsubishiLancers,
the reigning East AfricanSafari
winner knows a thingortwoabout
single-make championships.  

He believes BimmaCup UK can 
succeed where other single-make 
formulas have failed. 

ROCKINGHAM’SFITTINGRALLY DEBUT

UK winner gets Barbados visit

Champion backs
new BMW series

Stephen ‘Simmo’ 
Simpson: Hyundai

An ex-Pond 
Metro 6R4 won

Stone won last 
Rockingham Rally

THEUK’SNEXTSINGLE-MAKESUCCESS?

CALENDAR
2019BimmaCupUK
DATE RALLY VENUE
Feb9 JackNealMemorialRally BlytonPark,Lincolnshire
April7 LookoutStages DownAmpney,Cirencester
JuneTBC AbingdonCarnivalStages DaltonBarracks,Abingdon
Aug TBC PendragonStages WarcopRanges,Cumbria
Oct TBC HaroldPalinMemorialStages FulbeckAirfield,NottinghamshireStockdale (l) and

Champion (r)



Photos: LAT

ART Grand Prix
Campos Racing
Carlin
Charouz Racing System
Hitech Grand Prix
HWA RACELAB
Jenzer Motorsport
MP Motorsport
Prema Racing
Trident
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FEATURE
In 2019 one of the most famous junior single-seater formulas is getting a makeover. By Jack Benyon

I
n 2019, the top level of
Formula 3 will take a
huge step in a different
direction, as the FIA
shakes things up. 

The GP3 Series – a 
single-make formula 

that supports Formula 1 races – 
is merging with the multi-engine 
European Formula 3 Championship 
to create the FIA Formula 3 
Championship. Simple, eh?

In reality, very little other than 
a few teams will be carried over 
from European F3 to the new series, 
as the main characteristics from 
GP3 dominate. The same boss 
takes over, Bruno Michel, the 
single-make, single-engine format 
remains and the series remains 
on the Formula 1 support bill.

The car is similar too, albeit new, 
with a chassis by Dallara as per 
the previous two championships. 
The engine and gearbox is from the 
GP3/16, with more aero added in 
line with Formula 3. Purists will be 
unhappy to know that the trademark 
side-mounted intake pod – which 
looks a bit like a bazooka launcher – 
does not remain, dropped for a 
standard over-head intake.

The power output matches GP3, 
with the new car pushing out 

160bhpmorethanEuropean
Formula3with380bhp,andatop
speedof around186mphfromthe
3.4-litre Mecachrome engine.

While the power output may seem 
massive in comparison to ‘old’ F3, 
the new cars will be much heavier, in 
most part down to a steel halo added 
to the car as mandated by the FIA. 
The Formula 2 car – run by the same 
Michel operation – introduced a 
new car this year, meaning F1, F2 
and F3 will all be on the same track, 
competing on the same weekends 
with a halo next year. 

All three will have DRS, too,
as that’s carried over from GP3. 
However, it will be unlimited in F3 
next year, whereas GP3 allowed six 
uses in its feature races and four 
in its reversed-grid counter. 

The teams have a limited number 
of  mechanics that can work on each 
car, which ex-European F3 teams 
will have to adapt to having not 
had a limit before. 

While the car is a departure 
from many things considered 
fundamental to F3, it does at least 
use many parts from a GP3 car which
was – most of  the time – reliable. The 
Formula2carfeaturedaturbo
engineandnewtechnology,and
provedunreliableforthefirsthalf

of  the season. Keeping consistent 
parts from GP3 should at least help 
to avoid that. 

It’s a star-studded list of  
teams signed up to compete in the 
championship too (see above right), 
including Prema Racing with four 
decades of  F3 experience and the 2018 
European F3 teams’ title under its 
belt, and ART Grand Prix which won 
seven GP3 teams’ championships in 
eight seasons of  the category.

Whatever you think of  the direction 
of  new F3, it has the support of  the 
FIA and Liberty Media, which is 
set to invest more in drivers in its 
supportcategoriesnextyearandto
promotethemmore,andthereare
somebrilliantteamsinvolved.

Michel is in charge of new series

NEW DIRECTION

Car was unveiled at 
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix

FORMULA 3’S

Therearemanypositivestoracing
on the Formula 1 bill, and it’s often 
a positive that drivers cite for wanting 
to compete in championships like 
Formula 2 and GP3. But is it harming 
the development of  young drivers?

The fact that these championships 
appear on F1 weekends means they 
have to satisfy an entertainment quota, 
but in the formula’s long history, 
Formula 3 has always been about the 
same thing: providing a platform for 
young drivers to learn unhindered. 

The new FIA Formula 3 
Championship is the furthest departure 
yet from Formula 3’s roots, and there 
are two major issues. The addition 
of  DRS, and the Pirelli jelly tyres 
that are tough to manage and use. 

Yes, Formula 2 has DRS. But it’s a tool 

whichtakestalentalmostcompletely
out of  the equation. Competing at 
this level should be all about natural 
overtaking; finding gaps, setting drivers 
up, experimenting with grip and pulling 
off  the overtake. The addition of  DRS in 
F3 will help to prepare drivers for the use 
of  it in F1, but how much learning is needed 
to push a button and sail past your rival?

Asked if  it was a difficult decision to 
make, new F3 boss Bruno Michel said: 
“No, it was not a difficult decision to 
make, we wanted to make a car that 
creates fantastic racing. This is our 
DNA, that is why [people] are watching 
it and know the drivers.” 

The other issue is the Pirelli tyres. It 
gives less talented drivers the chance to 
artificially appear better if  they are able 
to look after their tyres more effectively 

thanapotentiallyquickerrival.In
F1, the tyres have been developed to 
degrade a lot less than in previous 
years, and also teams get access to 
bucket loads of  data thanks to tyre 
temperature sensors on the cars and 
cameras pointed at the tyres to evaluate 
wear. F2 and F3 will have no sensors, 
so having tyres that degrade less 
would still be a challenge, but the 
driver would be relying on the process 
of  data and adapting to it rather than 
driving to a delta time or taking a 
specific line with the current tyres. 

Then there’s the one-make element. 
It gives the championship total control, 
meaning the ability for different 
suppliers to undercut each other, 
naturally bringing prices down 
and opening the series up to more 

competitors, isvoid.Costsaretotally
controlled centrally, and often this 
doesn’t work in motorsport. It also 
means many motorsport suppliers 
miss out on a chance to do business.

There are positives, that drivers are 
theoretically on an even playing field 
by the fact that they are in the same 
car. But DRS and management of  
Pirelli tyres can sway that playing 
field in drivers’ favour, and not always 
because they are a faster driver.

There are pros and cons to the new 
series and the fact that the FIA has 
supported it means it has faith. It’s not 
really F3 in its DNA, but perhaps this 
new series can change and adapt with 
motorsport in the future. But maybe 
that’s seeing the glass half-full. 

Jack Benyon

New F3 has a halo and DRS

Is new F3 really good for young drivers’ development? 

Johnny Herbert was an F3 product

Driver development over entertaining

says...

2019 FIA Formula 3 
Championship

DATE TRACK
May 11/12 Barcelona
Jun 22/23 Paul Ricard
Jun 29/30 Red Bull Ring
Jul 13/14 Silverstone
Aug 3/4 Hungaroring
Aug 31/Sep 1 Spa
Sep 7/8 Monza
Sep 28/29 Sochi

CALENDAR

TEAMS
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The final British Touring 
Car Championship meeting 
of  the year is a pressure 
cooker, with the ultimate 
title usually to be decided. 
That generally sweeps all 
before it in terms of  drama, 
and this year’s conclusion 
was no different.

Colin Turkington rather 
limped over the line to 
claim his third overall 
crown, but the BTCC saved 
up its best for last in 2018. 
There were a number of  
exceptional races over the 
course of  the year – Senna 
Proctor’s gamble for a 
win on the drying track at 
Brands in April and Jack 
Goff’s narrow triumph in 
race one at Snetterton were 
two very strong contenders. 

But the race of  the year 
was the very last one where 
good chums Ash Sutton 
(Team BMR Subaru Levorg) 
and Josh Cook (Power 
Maxed Racing Vauxhall 
Astra) went hammer and 
tongs at it. There was no 
quarter asked or given as 
each explored parts of  the 
Brands Hatch Grand Prix 
track Tarmac not usually 
associated with overtaking. 

The last eight laps were 
utterly absorbing, with the 
pair going side-by-side on 
numerous occasions. It was 
gloves off  racing, with a 
mutual respect rarely seen 
and a dash to the line which 
gave deposed champion 
Sutton the perfect sign off  
to the campaign.  

MATT JAME
EDITOR

Drama wasn’t far away in BMW 
Compact Cup at Castle Combe 

A Chevron B8 driven by Andrew Kirkaldy gets some air at the Oulton Park Gold Cup

Stu Smith Jr was once again on top of the world with a win in the BriSCA F1 World Final

Seeing is believing: Formula Ford driver Nico Gruber gets cross-eyed

Things go very wrong for Joe Dalgarno in MG Trophy race at Oulton Park

I
t’s that time of  
year again where 
we look back at 
the best action 
from the last 12 
months which 

wouldn’t be possible 
without our dedicated 
team of  photographers.

Our MN contributors 
have gone above and 
beyond as ever to capture 
the best moments in racing 
and rallying from 2018.

Out of  thousands of  
pictures, we’ve selected 
the very best images to get 
you in the mood for 2019.

Thanks to Rachel Bourne, 
Colin Casserley, Jakob 
Ebrey, Gary Hawkins, 
mcklein-imagedatabase.
com, Chicane Media, SMJ 
Photography, Steve Jones, 
Ollie Read, Richard Styles 
and Mick Walker. 

Cook (l) battled with Sutton



Last year’s Donington Park
British Formula 4 meeting
will forever be remembered
for Billy Monger’s horrific
crash. But this year’s event
was memorable for all the
right reasons as the second
race featured arguably the
best performance in the
category’s short history.

For any driver to win from
13th on the grid takes either
a multi-car pile-up, a terrific
strategy call or an overtaking
masterclass. And with that
Donington race it was
definitely the third option.

Kiern Jewiss’s weekend in
Leicestershire hadn’t got off
to the best of starts as a failed
move on Ayrton Simmons left
him stranded in the gravel in
the opener. But the Double R
driver quickly put that
disappointment behind him
to deliver a truly stunning
display in race two, gliding
through the field with breath-
taking ease to win. It really
was something special.

That one drive alone
shows why he was champion
and will be remembered
for a long time.

STEPHENLICKO
DEPUTY EDITOR

Nelson Rowe tries 
to make a quick exit 

The start of the British GT race at Donington Park where some drivers find a new route

Billy Monger got the chance to get behind the wheel of a rally car this year

A new racing series for 2019 or demonstration run at Cadwell?

Porsche 987 Boxsters line-up in formation for a Brands Hatch celebration
Jewiss won from 13th on grid

This year has been the best in 
junior single-seater history 
for British-born drivers. It’s a 
bold statement, but never have 
three of  the nation’s starlets 
dominated the closest feeder 
series to Formula 1 – currently 
Formula 2 – locking out the 
top three in the standings and 
all graduating to F1.  

George Russell pulled off  one 
of  the most brilliant years in 
F2, taking the title in his rookie 
year having won the GP3 Series 
the previous year, also at his 
first attempt. His seven wins 
ties Charles Leclerc and Stoffel 
Vandoorne as the most, while 
he went on to take 11 podiums 
in a year that could have been 
even better had it not been for 
an unreliable F2 car. Lando 
Norris pipped Alex Albon to 
second in the points, and his 
Carlin team continued the 
theme of  British domination 
by taking the Teams’ crown.

That is the kind of  year of  
British domination which 
willbehardtorepeat.

JACK BENYO
NATIONAL EDITOR

Future F1 champions?
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Itseemedimpossibleatthe
timeandevennowit’sstill
difficulttobelievethatit
happened.Theword
impossibleisn’toneIimagine
BillyMongertakesmuch
noticeof,butevenhewas
surprisedaftertakingashock
podiumonhisreturntoracing.
Lessthan12monthsbefore
he’dbeeninvolvedinahorrific
BritishFormula4accidentat
DoningtonParkwhichledtoa
doublelegamputation.

Thefacthewasbackout
onthegridatallsosoon
wasincredible.

Buttheunflappable
teenagerputtobedany
questionsaboutwhathispace
wouldbebyqualifyingfifth
beforefinishingtheopening
raceof theBRDCBritishF3
seasoninthird.

HisfamilyandCarlinmechanics
wererightlyoverjoyedand
Mongerstruggledtohold
backtearsashemadehisway,
withtheuseof prostheticlegs,
ontotherostrumsurrounded
bydrovesof supporters.I
imaginetherewerefewmore
inspiringsightsacrossthe
wholeof motorsportin2018.

STEFAN MACKL
REPORTER

Monger was all smiles
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The British GT field about 
to do battle at Snetterton

Tim Davies’s Metro 
leaves a trail Sparks from Paul di Resta on the DTM’s return to Brands after five years away

We have lift-off: Ricardo van der Ende ends up in an unusual position

Phil Burton driving a Subaru Impreza in the MN Circuit Rally at Cadwell Park

So many moments, so little room… 
What’s it to be? Something 
from the closest World Rally 
Championship finish in 15 years? 
Actually, no. It’s eating my first 
doughnut at 14,110 feet. 

Actually, that’s just a very small 
part of  it. The bigger picture is 
Pikes Peak, an event I’ve wanted 
to visit ever since I first watched 
Ari Vatanen climb and dance his 
way up America’s Mountain.

It didn’t disappoint. Neither did 
Volkswagen’s I.D. R Pikes Peak. 
Not only did it smash the record 
for 12.42 miles and 156 corners, it 
turned me on to electric. All-in-all, 
a fabulous few days in Colorado.

But… was that the moment of  
the year? Actually it wasn’t. The 
moment of  the year has to be the 
one that stops you in your tracks. 
And this year, it wasn’t a good 
moment. In terms of track-
stopping news value, Citroen 
sacking Kris Meeke took 
sometopping.

DAVID EVANS
RALLIES EDITOR

VW beat Pikes Peak record
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Mymemoryof theyearin 
unashamedlyself-indulgent. Only 
two cars won a round of the World 
Rallycross Championship this year, 
and I got the incredible opportunity 
to drive one of  them. The Peugeot 208 
WRX used by rally legend Sebastien 
Loeb to win the Belgian round in 
May, as part of  a feature for MN’s 
sister publication, Autosport. 

Having squeezed myself  into 
Loeb’s compact seating position, the 
208 drove amazingly, with incredible 
response from the two-litre engine 
and suspension so efficient that you 
hardly noticed Lydden Hill’s kerbs 
and rough sections. That was 
followed by an outing in a rather 
more agricultural Will Gollop MG 
Metro 6R4, the car that Tiff  Needell 
raced in the 1989 Rallycross Grand 
Prix, complete with its wailing 
naturally aspirated V6 engine.

Wherever top-flight rallycross 
technology goes in the coming years, 
the cars of  the Group B era and 
today’s Supercar machines deserve 
their place in the history books.

Driving both on the same  day is 
something that will stay with me 
for a very, very long time.

We get precious fewchances
to witness gravel rallyingin
the dark these days.Aside
from the biennial Roger
Albert Clark Rally, the
stand-out is the Trackrod
Historic Cup and this year’s 
event was glorious.

On the Friday evening 
the historics are let loose in 
Dalby forest, which offers 
some of the highest speeds 
of  the historic season and 
it all happens under the 
cover of  darkness.

The 2018 edition was truly 
epic, as the moon rose over 
the Yorkshire forests and 
the stars came out on a 
balmy late summer evening. 
As well as those populating 
the Milky Way, the stars came 
out in the historic entry. 

When Matthew Robinson 
dropped his Ford Escort’s 
clutch at the thick end of  nine 
grand, it was game on and 
the noise of  a posse of  BDGs, 
andtheBRM-Avengerof
IeuanRowlands,workingup
anddownthelong,flowing
riggswasunforgettable.

PAULLAWRENCE
HISTORICS EDITOR

James Pinkerton avoided any distractions on his way to the Radical SR1 Cup crown

Glenn Bell was heartbroken as his throttle jammedat theHotRod WorldFinalMark Farmer was lucky to escape serious injury after his Aston Martin ignited following a crash at Spa

Simon Edwards aboard his Morgan Super Aero at the Vintage Sports Car Club meeting at a damp Snetterton

Luke Cooper makes 
a splash in FF1600

Rallying in the dark Peugeot 208 WRX/Metro 6R4

HAL RIDGE
RX CORRESPONDENT
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MOST UNDERRATED DRIVER

STOFFELVANDOORNE

Our F1 Racing
experts Ben
Anderson, Stuart 
Codling and 
James Roberts 
look back on 
the season’s 
highlights

T
he bare statistics 
of  2018 show that 
Lewis Hamilton 
was once again 
the behemoth 
of  F1. A fifth 
world title was 

snared with 11 victories, and his 
dominance was such that he was 
able to lift the crown with two 
rounds to spare, his second title 
in a row which has now brought 
him level with Juan Manuel 
Fangio in the all-time list.

He was almost 100 points ahead of  
any other driver, and the seemingly 
unbreakable benchmark of  Michael 
Schumacher’s seven world titles 
and 91 race wins is being brought 
into sharp focus. Who knows where 
the bandwagon will roll?

A strong start from Ferrari and 
Sebastian Vettel, in particular, went 
on the wane in the second half  of  
the year, while Red Bull was only 
able to challenge on occasion. 

Despite that, there were some good 
races with plenty of  action, and that 
seems set to continue through to 
2019. Here, we answer the big- 
questions of the season gone by.  

AUSTRALIAN GP, MELBOURNE
MARCH 25
Lewis Hamilton qualifies six tenths clear of 
the pack but is denied victory by Mercedes’ 
strategic miscalculation under virtual safety 
car conditions, which hands the race to 
Sebastian Vettel’s Ferrari. Haas suffers 
a double blow as both cars retire while 
running strongly inside the points thanks 
to two botched pitstops.
1 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)
2 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
3  Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)

BAHRAIN GP, SAKHIR
APRIL 8
Vettel fends off Valtteri Bottas to win 
again. After Mercedes misjudges Vettel’s 
strategy, Bottas is slow to give chase, 
and thinks better of attempting a pass 
on the final lap. Hamilton recovers from 
a grid penalty to finish third, while Kimi 
Raikkonen retires when his car strikes 
a Ferrari mechanic during his pitstop.
1  Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)
2  Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)
3  Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

CHINESE GP, SHANGHAI
APRIL 15
Bottas looks good to win this race, after 
jumping Vettel in the pits, but the timing 
of the VSC leaves him struggling to resist 
a late Red Bull charge. Max Verstappen 
goes off trying to pass Hamilton and 
crashes into Vettel. Daniel Ricciardo’s 
more measured judgement allows him 
to steal victory from Bottas.
1  Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull)
2  Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)
3  Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)

AZERBAIJAN GP,BAKU
APRIL 29
Another race Bottas should have won. 
This time, debris eliminates him with just 
three laps left, following a late-race restart 
after the Red Bull drivers wipe each other 
out battling over fourth. Vettel botches a 
bid for the lead moments before Bottas’s 
puncture and drops to fourth, as Hamilton 
inherits victory. 
1  Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
2  Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)
3  Sergio Perez (Force India)

SPANISH GP,BARCELONA
MAY 13
Feeling comfortable with the set-up of his 
Mercedes for the first time since Australia, 
Hamilton dominates in Spain, winning by 
more than 20 seconds. Vettel runs second 
until Ferrari’s over-eager appetite for Pirelli’s 
special low-gauge tyres forces him to make 
a second pitstop and drops him behind 
Bottas and Verstappen.
1  Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
2  Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)
3  Max Verstappen (Red Bull)

ROUND BY ROUND

It’s said that a human sacrifice is 
often required when any project 
is seen to be failing. Quite frankly, 
though, an Aztec priest in a frenzy 
of  deity-appeasement might look 
over at the way the bodies are 
stacking up at McLaren, gasp at 
the awfulness of  the shambles 
there, wipe the entrails off  his knife 
and take up Buddhism instead.

Stoffel Vandoorne arrived 
in Formula 1 accompanied by a 
justifiably loud fanfare, having 
dominated GP2 and shown well 
in a ‘holding season’ in Super 
Formula as he awaited a vacancy 
at McLaren. He showed well in a 
one-off  drive at Bahrain in 2016, 
filling in for the injured Fernando 
Alonso and dragged his 

uncompetitive McLaren to a 
points finish it barely warranted.

Promoted to a full-time drive 
from 2017 onwards, he was initially 
guilty of  trying too hard. He 
studiously revised his approach 
and improved… but not enough to 
regularly beat Alonso in that 
season or the one just past.

That, and the fact that pretty 

much everyone responsible for 
bringing him aboard McLaren’s 
young driver programme has 
now gone in the succession of  
management purges in recent 
years, accounts for his departure. 
He’s a lot better than he’s looked – 
but he’s not a protege of  the 
current Woking regime, so onto 
the casualty list he goes.  SC

THEGOODANDTHE
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AttheRussianGP,Mercedesteam
boss Toto Wolff  denied Valtteri Bottas 
a race victory by imposing team orders 
and favouring Lewis Hamilton. With 
five races remaining, many people 
questioned his decision. After the race, 
Wolff  responded by posing the question: 
“What would you have done?”

He admitted the previous night he 

struggledtosleep,wrestlingwith
the morality of  team orders and the 
affect it would have on ‘the show’. But 
he displayed leadership in his decision 
and justified his actions. When the sole 
goal of  the whole of  the Mercedes 
organisation – totalling nearly 1,000 
employees – is to win the drivers’ and 
constructors’ titles, then every critical 

decisionmustreturn to that single aim. 
A clear strategic action is the difference 
between winning and losing.

It was suggested Wolff’s actions 
mimicked those unpleasant scenes 
of  Jean Todt in Austria ’02, when he 
ordered Rubens Barrichello to make 
way for Michael Schumacher early in 
the season. His response? To remind 

us that Jean Todt was arguably the 
most successful team principal in the 
history of  modern motorsport, with 
his championship victories in rallying, 
sportscars and F1.

Is it any surprise, then, that Wolff  
has now matched Todt’s achievement 
of  five consecutive drivers’ and 
constructors’ championships? JR

FLASHPOINT OF THE YEAR

TEAM MANAGEMENT OF THE SEASON

GERMANGRANDPRIX

TOTO WOLFF, MERCEDES-BENZ
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MONACO GP, MONTE CARLO
MAY 27
After Verstappen’s crash in final practice, 
Ricciardo takes pole and leads comfortably 
until an MGU-K problem robs his car of 
power and forces him to avoid using 
seventh and eighth gears. Ricciardo wins 
despite the problems, describing the 
victory as “redemption” for the Red Bull 
pitstop blunder that cost him in 2016.
1  Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull)
2  Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)
3  Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

CANADIAN GP, MONTREAL
JUNE 10
Vettel grabs the championship lead with a 
comfortable victory from pole in Montreal, 
as Hamilton endures a difficult weekend 
on one of his favourite circuits and ends 
up a distant fifth after suffering engine 
power “drop outs”. A failed challenge 
on Bottas at the start forces Verstappen 
to settle for third.
1  Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari) 
2  Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)
3  Max Verstappen (Red Bull)

FRENCH GP, PAUL RICARD
JUNE 24
Hamilton uses Mercedes’ delayed engine 
update to great effect, winning from pole 
as Vettel is restricted to fifth after colliding 
clumsily with Bottas on the opening lap. 
Bottas’s title hopes take a further blow 
as he can only recover to seventh, while 
Verstappen takes up vain chase of Hamilton 
and finishes seven seconds adrift.
1  Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
2  Max Verstappen (Red Bull) 
3  Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)

AUSTRIAN GP, RED BULL RING
JULY 1
An anomalous race where both Mercedes 
retire with mechanical problems after 
running 1-2 for the first 12 laps. A first-lap 
error that gifts position to Verstappen thus 
costs Raikkonen his shot at victory. Vettel 
recovers from a grid penalty for impeding 
in qualifying, including passing Hamilton 
on-track, to complete the podium.
1  Max Verstappen (Red Bull)
2  Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)
3  Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

BRITISH GP, SILVERSTONE
JULY 8
A brilliant pole lap leaves Hamilton 
physically shaking from the effort, but 
his good work is undone when Raikkonen 
turns him around at Village on lap one. 
Bottas inherits the lead when Vettel pits 
for a second time, but loses out to a bold 
Vettel pass at Brooklands six laps from 
the finish.
1  Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)
2  Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
3 Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)

Onlap52of 67of thisyear’sGerman
GrandPrix,theworldchampionship
slipped through Sebastian Vettel’s 
fingers. The Ferrari driver had 
started his home race from pole 
position, while his title-rival Lewis 
Hamilton was 14th on the grid after a 
hydraulic gremlin in qualifying.

The race dramatically turned on 
its head and a Ferrari 1-2 became 
a Mercedes 1-2 after a downpour 
soaked the Hockenheim track and 
Vettel slithered out of  contention, 
crashing into the Turn 13 barriers 
after an unforced error. Hamilton 
came through the field to take an 
unlikely victory.

The shunt was one of  many to 
affect the Ferrari driver in 2018. In 
total, there were nearly a dozen 
mistakes made by the German. They 
included the lock-up in Baku that 
cost him victory, the first corner clash 
with Valtteri Bottas at Paul Ricard and 
spinning after wheel-to-wheel contact 
with Hamilton (in Monza) and Max 
Verstappen (in Suzuka). In contrast, 
Hamilton rarely put a foot wrong and 
soaked up the pressure magnificently.

As the thunderstorm continued to 
strike the Hockenheim track in 
July, two images stand out. The first 
is Hamilton celebrating with his 
hands to the sky, while the second 
is Vettel kicking the gravel trap in 
frustration. JR

BAD OF F1 IN 2018
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SHUNT OF THE YEAR SPA

MAXVERSTAPPEN
VESTEBANOCONBIGGEST CONTROVERSY

BELGIAN GP, SPA-
FRANCORCHAMPS
AUGUST 26
Hamilton claims pole by a huge margin 
as rain affects qualifying again, but cannot 
prevent Vettel crucially slipstreaming past on 
the first lap. Max Verstappen finishes third as 
Bottas recovers to fourth after a grid penalty. 
The controversial halo is praised after a 
collision sends Fernando Alonso airborne 
and onto Charles Leclerc’s Sauber.
1 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)
2 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
3 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)

ITALIAN GP, MONZA
SEPTEMBER 2
A psychologically crucial win 
for Hamilton, as he comes from 
behind to beat Ferrari on its home turf. 
Poleman Raikkonen finishes a feisty 
second after being told he’s told 
he’s lost his drive for 2019, while 
Vettel is only fourth after colliding 
with Hamilton on lap one and 
spinning to the back.
1 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
2 Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)
3 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)

SINGAPORE GP, 
MARINA BAY
SEPTEMBER 16
Hamilton takes a surprise pole on 
Mercedes’ weakest circuit with a lap 
Toto Wolff calls the best he’s ever seen, 
and extends his championship lead 
to 40 points with an assured drive 
to victory. Vettel loses out to Verstappen 
in the pits after overtaking him for second 
place early on.
1 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
2 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)
3 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

HUNGARIAN GP,HUNGARORING
JULY 29
Another race Ferrari clearly has 
the pace to win, until heavy rain lashes 
the circuit for qualifying. Hamilton’s 
wet weather wizardry does the rest, 
giving him an unlikely pole he duly 
converts into victory. Vettel finishes 
second after passing Bottas late-on 
and somehow surviving being rear-ended 
by the Mercedes.
1 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
2 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)
3 Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)

GERMAN GP, HOCKENHEIM
JULY 22
A pivotal moment in the title race as Ferrari’s 
Sebastian Vettel slides off the track and 
throws away a race he looks sure to win after 
the Scuderia surreptitiously orders Kimi 
Raikkonen to move aside. Lewis Hamilton 
recovers from a gearbox failure in Q1 that 
leaves him 14th on the grid to claim victory 
and the championship lead from his team-mate 
Valtteri Bottas.
1  Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
2  Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)
3  Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)

ROUND BY ROUND

The obvious choice would be the 
spectacular startline shunt at 
Spa, where Nico Hulkenberg 
(who had another impressive 
crash in Abu Dhabi) misjudged 
his braking point, cannoned into 
Fernando Alonso and launched the 
latter airborne. Alonso’s McLaren 
landed on Charles Leclerc’s 
Sauber and left significant 
scarring on Leclerc’s halo. 
Suddenly, critics of  the FIA’s 
latest safety crusade fell silent. 

Last year, Niki Lauda said the 
halo “destroys the DNA of  an F1 
car”, but perhaps that DNA is 
worth discarding if  doing so can 
save a life.

Subsequent investigations by 
the FIA show that the halo did 
indeed save Leclerc from a blow 
to the head. 

Hukenberg’s Abu Dhabi accident 
also put the halo in the spotlight 
again, and it was thought that the 
device had impeded his exit from 

the inverted car, but this was later 
denied by the FIA.

It was impressive how quickly 
the halo became just the norm in 
F1: it wasn’t the ugly blemmish 
that most fans thought it would 
be at the start of  the season. And, 
with the results of  the report into 
the Leclerc accident, and a similar 
incident in F2 where Tadasuke 
Makino was prevented from harm 
in a shunt in Barcelona, the halo 
proved its worth. BA

When racing drivers attack one another 
off-track, not only is it professionally 
unseemly, it just looks stupid – especially 
if  they’re both wearing crash helmets, 
in which case they tend to slap at one 
another ineffectually like two cats 
playing pattercake. Even without helmets, 
driver-on-driver brawls often go no further 
than a bit of  pushing and shoving. 
And that’s just plain disappointing.

The facts of  the Max Verstappen 
versus Esteban Ocon case are that 

shortly after Verstappen took the lead 
of  the Brazilian Grand Prix, Ocon, who 
was running outside the top 10 but had 
just made a pitstop, came up fast behind 
him. Ocon’s Force India pitwall told 
him that he should unlap himself  if  he 
had the speed, and this is what he was 
trying to do when they collided.

Ocon tried to go around the outside 
into Turn 1, Verstappen needlessly – 
perhaps even churlishly – made it 
difficult, so as they proceeded towards 

the right-hand portion of  the Senna 
Esses Ocon tried to claim what was 
the inside line. Verstappen turned in as 
if  he’d forgotten his adversary was there. 
The stewards decided to ping Ocon, and 
he was, by the letter of  the law, “wholly 
or predominantly to blame”.

Afterwards they had that rather 
disappointing shoving contest in the 
FIA garage. Really, Max, if  you’re not 
going to throw a punch then learn to 
turn the other cheek…SC

WILLIAMSFW41

When the Williams FW41 was 
unveiled in a trendy east London 
‘art space’ earlier this year, the 
signs were good. Well, rather than 
‘unveiled’, but it was more a case of  
an image being projected onto the 
brick wall of  a Shoreditch 
basement, and perhaps therein 
lies the problem.

The image thus displayed was 
of  a car more aerodynamically 
in line with the Ferrari that 
had showed reasonably well 
throughout the previous season. 
On the face of  it, a far better 
prospect than the low-downforce 
design concept the team had been 
pursuing with diminishing 
returns since 2014. 

But you only had to watch from 
trackside at Barcelona’s Turn 3 

in pre-season to grasp the awful 
truth. For lap after lap, Lance 
Stroll and Sergey Sirotkin 
grappled gamely with the 
twitching and spasming of  
the wretched device as it made 
successive bids to spear itself  
into the barrier.

And the car got little better 
throughout the year. A new 
(and less complex) front wing 
made it slightly less edgy, but at 
Silverstone Williams had to junk a 
new rear wing because the airflow 
wouldn’t reattach when the DRS 
closed. By season’s end the team 
seemed no nearer to understanding 
why the car was so bad.

They might be better off  Shore-
ditching the whole lot and 
starting again. SC

Red Bull’s Daniel Ricciardo is 
considered one of  the best passers 
in the business, unexpectedly 
pouncing on his prey with clean, 
ruthless efficiency. At this year’s 
Chinese Grand Prix he came from 
behind to overtake title protagonists 
Lewis Hamilton and Sebastian 
Vettel – plus Valtteri Bottas – to 
claim the sixth victory of  his career.

Despite a tyre advantage, 
Ricciardo still needed to make 
the moves stick and if  you 
needed an example of  how it 
could have come undone, look 
no further than his team-mate 
Max Verstappen who, on the 
same strategy, made a mistake 
attempting to pass Hamilton 

and then crashed into Vettel.
Two of Ricciardo’s overtakes 

in Shanghai were assisted with 
DRS into the final hairpin, but the 
highlight of  the season was the 
pass on Bottas for the lead. As they 
crested the rise and approached 
the tight right-hander at Turn 6, 
Ricciardo immediately started 
to position his car to the inside. 

Bottas defended once, then 
moved across again. Ricciardo 
was watching the gap narrow, 
but kept his Red Bull between 
the Mercedes and the apex. He 
beautifully kept off  the brakes 
for longer, didn’t lock up, and 
neatly won the corner from the 
Finn. P1 and victory assured. JR

GREATEST DISAPPOINTMENT

DANIELRICCIARDO
OVERTAKING MOVE OF THE YEAR
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WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR IN 2019BEST NEW TALENT

RACE OF THE YEAR AZERBAIJAN
GRANDPRIX

FORMULA1WORLDCHAMPIONSHIPPOINTS,2018

POS DRIVERS CAR-ENGINE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 TOTAL
1 LewisHamilton Mercedes 18 15 12 25 25 15 10 25 - 18 25 25 18 25 25 25 25 15 12 25 25 408
2 SebastianVettel Ferrari 25 25 4 12 12 18 25 10 15 25 - 18 25 12 15 15 8 12 18 8 18 320
3 KimiRaikkonen Ferrari 15 - 15 18 - 12 8 15 18 15 15 15 - 18 10 12 10 25 15 15 - 251
4 MaxVerstappen RedBull-TAGHeuer 8 - 10 - 15 2 15 18 25 - 12 - 15 10 18 10 15 18 25 18 15 249
5 ValtteriBottas Mercedes 4 18 18 - 18 10 18 6 - 12 18 10 12 15 12 18 18 10 10 10 10 247
6 DanielRicciardo RedBull-TagHeuer 12 - 25 - 10 25 12 12 - 10 - 12 - - 8 8 12 - - 12 12 170
7 NicoHulkenberg Renault 6 8 8 - - 4 6 2 - 8 10 - - - 1 - - 8 8 - - 69
8 SergioPerez RacingPointForce India-Mercedes - - - 15 2 - - - 6 1 6 - 10 6 - 1 6 4 - 1 4 62
9 KevinMagnussen Haas-Ferrari - 10 1 - 8 - - 8 10 2 - 6 4 - - 4 - - - 2 1 56
10 CarlosSainz Renault 1 - 2 10 6 1 4 4 - - - 2 - 4 4 - 1 6 - - 8 53

11 Fernando Alonso (McLaren-Renault) 50; 12 Esteban Ocon (Racing Point Force India-Mercedes) 49; 13 Charles Leclerc (Sauber-Ferrari) 39; 14 Romain Grosjean (Haas-Ferrari) 37; 15 Pierre Gasly (Toro Rosso-Honda) 29; 16
Stoffel Vandoorne (McLaren-Renault) 12; 17 Marcus Ericsson (Sauber-Ferrari) 9; 18 Lance Stroll (Williams-Mercedes) 6; 19 Brendon Hartley (Toro Rosso-Honda) 4; 20 Sergey Sirotkin (Williams-Mercedes) 1.

NEWFRONT
WINGS

CHARLES
LECLERC

JAPANESE GP, SUZUKA
OCTOBER 7
Ferrari bungles its tyre choice in 
mixed conditions in Q3, leaving 
Hamilton and Bottas clear to set up 
another Mercedes 1-2 finish. Vettel 
starts strongly from eighth but spins 
trying to pass Verstappen and 
finishes only sixth. Verstappen 
pressures Bottas towards the end as 
Hamilton stretches his points lead to 67.
1 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
2 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)
3 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)

USA GP, CIRCUIT OF THE AMERICAS
OCTOBER 21
Raikkonen ends a personal victory 
drought of 112 races by beating 
Hamilton off the line then managing 
tyres perfectly. Mercedes parks its 
innovative wheel design as a precaution 
against protest and Hamilton is 
only third after making an extra stop. 
Verstappen is second from 18th on the 
grid, while Vettel again spins in battle.
1 Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)
2 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)
3 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

MEXICAN GP, MEXICO CITY
OCTOBER 28
Verstappen is furious at losing pole 
to team-mate Daniel Ricciardo, but 
puts that right with a strong race 
as Ricciardo botches the start. Merc 
struggles with tyre-life and Hamilton 
clinches his fifth world title with a 
subdued race to fourth. Ricciardo 
declares his car “cursed” after another 
technical failure while running second.
1 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)
2 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)
3 Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)

BRAZILIAN GP, INTERLAGOS
NOVEMBER 11
A stirring drive from fifth on the 
grid puts Verstappen in position 
to win again, but a collision as 
Esteban Ocon tries to unlap 
himself hands the race back to 
Hamilton – whose engine comes 
close to failing from an exhaust 
problem. Verstappen is punished 
for confronting Ocon after the race.
1 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
2 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)
3 Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)

ABU DHABI GP, YAS MARINA
NOVEMBER 25
Hamilton rounds out 2018 with an 
impressive 11th victory after beating 
Bottas to pole. Bottas slumps to fifth 
in the race, and the championship, 
after another underwhelming outing – 
this time struggling with his brakes. 
Vettel comes through to second while 
Verstappen recovers from a tough start 
to record his fifth consecutive podium.
1 Lewis  Hamilton (Mercedes)
2 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)
3 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)

RUSSIAN GP, SOCHI
SEPTEMBER 30
Bottas annexes pole and has the 
race under control until Mercedes 
botches Hamilton’s strategy and 
drops him behind Vettel. Hamilton 
re-passes the Ferrari before 
Bottas is ordered to move aside 
to mitigate any remaining threat. 
An uncomfortable podium 
ceremony ensues.
1 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
2 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)
3 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

It’s a sign of  a dramatic race 
weekend when you discover 
that three drivers were in 
tears at various points 
over the weekend. The 
unforgiving street circuit 
around the Azerbaijan 
capital, Baku, once again 
delivered non-stop action, 
drama and heartbreak…

First we witnessed 
Romain Grosjean with 
his head in his hands at 
the side of  the track on 
Saturday when his Haas 
gearbox malfunctioned 

and he was consigned to 
the back of  the grid. Tears 
turned to fury on Sunday 
when he crashed in P6 – on 
his own – while running 
behind the safety car.

On the opening lap, Force 
India’s Esteban Ocon was 
nudged into the barriers 
and retirement by Kimi 
Raikkonen. Cue more tears.

Finally, after the two Red 
Bull drivers had crashed 
into each other (!) and 
Sebastian Vettel had taken 
himself  out of  contention 

for victory (with a rash 
Turn 1 overtake), Valtteri 
Bottas found himself  in the 
lead of  the race. As he began 
his last lap – suddenly – 
his right-rear tyre blew. 
The puncture was caused 
by running over debris. 
Hamilton inherited victory 
and Bottas was left to rue his 
bad luck. Later he admitted 
when he returned to his 
hotel room that night, he fell 
to his knees and “cried like a 
baby”. Baku. Once again an 
emotional rollercoaster.  JR

Charles Leclerc was this year’s standout 
rookie in Formula 1 – by a long shot. 

To be fair to Sergey Sirotkin, his 
qualifying record versus Williams team-
mate Lance Stroll was a very healthy 13-8 
in Sirotkin’s favour. But qualifying is 
not Stroll’s strong suit, and Sirotkin did 
nothing much else of  note really. The car 
was bad, yes, the worst Williams for a 
while – perhaps ever – but Sirotkin did 
not do a great deal with it either. In the 

end, his sponsors grew too frustrated – 
partly (and probably unfairly) with 
him, but mostly with Williams’ dire 
lack of  performance and development – 
to bother continuing, so his F1 career 
already looks over.

By contrast, Leclerc’s rookie season 
was, by all accounts, outstanding. After a 
tricky early period coming to terms with 
the set-up of  his Sauber, and toning down 
his F2-derived driving style to better suit 

the demands of  F1, Leclerc buried 
the five-year career of  experienced 
team-mate Marcus Ericsson with 
performances so increasingly assured 
that Ferrari finally felt moved to end 
Kimi Raikkonen’s long second stint 
at Maranello. 

That Leclerc has earned his promotion 
to Ferrari already, after just 21 grands 
prix, is proof  enough he was 2018’s most 
outstanding new talent. BA

Part trial run for the 
all-new regulations 
coming in 2021, part 
quick-fix  because 
nobody foresaw or 
cared about how 
aerodynamically 
disruptive the latest 
generation of  cars 
would be, new front 
wings are coming in 
2019. The intention is 
that by reducing 
aerodynamic outwash 
from the wing, each 
car’s wake will be less 
turbulent, making it 
easier for drivers to get 
close and launch an 
attack without relying 
on artifice such as DRS.

But will it work in 
practice? Perhaps. But 
senior engineers within 
F1 are expressing very 
little hope that it will, at 
least in the long term.

The most likely 
scenario is that we’ll 
see a raft of  differing 
designs at the first test 
next year, and then, as 
one particular concept 
proves more effective 
than the rest, there 
will be a convergence 
towards that solution. 
By the beginning of  the 
European season the 
wealthiest teams will 
no doubt have achieved 
that convergence, while 
the less well-resourced 
ones lag. Grand prix 
racing has been like 
that since Nuvolari 
got his licence. Still, it 
will give the pundits 
something to talk 
about, and anything 
that fuels conversation 
about subjects other 
than tyre degradation 
is fine by us. SC



Average gap in qualifying from
the front to the back of the grid
(onlyincludingrepresentativelaptimes)

Racessettledbylessthan
onesecondattheflag

Averagerace
winningmargin

2013 3.896s

2014 4.251s

2015 3.433s

2016 3.995s

2017 2.512s

2018 2.131s

2013 7

2014 10

2015 12

2016 11

2017 13

2018 16

2013 2.547s

2014 2.284s

2015 1.561s

2016 1.788s

2017 1.792s

2018 1.910s
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BIG INTERVIEW
In a turbulent season for the Northern Irishman, a third title was his most pleasing yet. By Matt James

B
ritish Touring 
Car champion 
Colin Turkington 
has broken 
records this year, 
but he has set 
one benchmark 

which is evidence of  just how 
tough the season has been. 

The 36-year-old took the title with the 
lowest average score across the 10 race 
meetings since the points system was 
altered for the 2012 season. He collected 
an average of  30.4 at each event.

Conversely, in that seven-year 
period, he also has the record for the 
most points scored on average by a 
champion (43.4) across the 10 meetings 
when he took his second crown in 2014. 

“I think the 2018 performance and 
the statistics go to show just how far the 
championship has come in that time,” 
says the Portadown man. “In 2014, I won 
eight races and I was on the podium at 
every event we went to. In 2018, I won 
one race, although my podium strike 
rate was quite good with nine others. 
It is evidence of  the strength in depth 
of  the championship. The cups are 

being handed out to a lot more people.”
The championship has ramped up 

in its competitive level in the last five 
years at least, as the graphs on this 
page show. The qualifying spread is 
much less than it used to be, the 
average winning margins are down 
and, remarkably, more than half  of  
the 30 rounds in 2018 were settled by 
one second or less. There were 17 
different race winners this year.

That is something series bosses have 
noticed, and the upper level of  ballast 
has been dropped from 75kg in 2018 
down to 54kg for the forthcoming year. 

“Four years ago, when the maximum 
ballast was 45kgs, I wouldn’t even have 
thought about it,” explains Turkington, 
who was saddled with 75kgs going into 
five meetings in 2018. “But 75kg was a 
real struggle. You knew you couldn’t 
race with that level of  weight on the car. 
You were just managing the situation, 
driving around and hoping to pick up a 
couple of  points just waiting until you 
could shed the ballast for the next race. 
It was not even fun to be in races like that.

“That is why I found this year so 
difficult. I wasn’t getting the rewards 

in terms of the race wins and that 
means you really have to adjust 
your mindset to how you approach 
the championship and how you 
approach each race weekend. 

“People came up to me after it was all 
over and say ‘you’ve had a good year, 
you’ve won the title’, and I would think 
‘did I have a good year? Did I really?’  
I am not sure it really felt that way – 
mind you, if  I think I have had a bad 
year and I am champion, how must 
the others feel?!”

But it was a good year, and 
Turkington survived the pressure 
cooker of  the traditional final-round 
showdown. He and Speedworks 
Motorsport Toyota Avensis driver 
Tom Ingram went toe-to-toe at Brands 
Hatch and Turkington prevailed in the 
penultimate round – more as a result of  
Ingram failing to land a podium rather 
than anything the BMW 125i M Sport 
driver did. Turkington was knocked 
into the gravel and wasn’t able to 
register a single point.

There was some real emotion from 
Turkington in the parc ferme area 
afterwards, as he struggled to hold 

back the tears. That was a legacy of  
the relief  at topping the battle he had 
to wage on track and some of the 
most turbulent times he had ever 
been through off  it. 

His mother Mavis, a regular in the 
British Touring Car Championship 
paddock since Colin (and brother 
Gary) came to race on the mainland in 
1999, passed away before the rounds at 
Oulton Park after battling a long illness.

“The weekends at Thruxton and 
Oulton Park were the most difficult 
events of  my life,” says Turkington 
candidly. “The situation was grave and 
I didn’t know if  I was going to be able 
to race at Thruxton at all. I could have 
had to go at any minute. It was hard to 
cope with and I was living day by day.

“But, once you go to a race meeting, 
you are locked into it for two days. It is 
a distraction and you have to put things 
to one side and it gave us, as a family, 
something to smile about. After mum 
passed away, I won at Oulton Park just 
days later. You can’t choose when to 
win in the BTCC, but that one was 
special. Fate was on my side.

“My dad and brothers were there, 

as well as my family, but it was hard 
to drive into parc ferme afterwards. 
That is where the family were waiting 
to greet me, and it was tough turning 
up there and mum not being around. 
In a way, it was a year of  firsts for 
reasons like that.”

And it ended up with the ultimate 
first, the championship trophy for 
a third time to add to that 2014 triumph 
and 2009. 

The WSR BMW 125i M Sport was 
fitted with a new engine for the 2017 
campaign and attracted factory 
backing. The hard yards were done 
at the start of  that season getting to 
understand the new-spec rubber 
that Dunlop had introduced to the 
championship, but there weren’t 
very many more steps to be taken 
ahead of  2018.

“We had four days ahead of  the season 
– and two of those were wet,” says 
Turkington. “We had a small step on 
the engine, but the job was to maximise 
everything we had. We needed to be 
the best prepared we could because we 
knew the fight would be harder than 
ever. We didn’t have the fastest car at 

Turkington had a strong
weekend at Thruxton

The BMW man withstood huge pressure to claim a third championship

HOW COMPETITIVE ISTHE MODERN-DAY BTCC?

HOW TURKINGTON OVERCAME HIS TOUGHEST



Donington was a
nadir for Turkington

Photos: Jakob Ebrey Photography
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any point across the season, but it was 
how we played the game that got us to 
where we were at the end of  September.”

Although the team boxed clever with 
the German hatchback, there were 
three weekends where Turkington had 
a particularly tough time, and one of  
those was at the second meeting of  the 
year at Donington. Technical gremlins 
restricted him to just six points.

“Between the opening six races at 
Brands Hatch and Donington Park, 
I had effectively only done three 
of  them,” he explains. “We’d had a 
problem in race two at Brands, and 
twice at Donington. It would have 
been very easy to get your head down 
at that stage, but the good thing about 
this championship is that is does give 
you the chances to play your way back 
into the picture. Given the factors of  
the ballast, reversed grids and tyres, 
you can come back, although it 
seemed like a long way. I was lucky 
it happened so early on in the season, 
and I knew I had the tracks which 
really suit me and the car – like 
Oulton Park and Croft – yet to come.”

That resilience of  mind is something 

that Turkington says has been one 
of  the major high points of  his 
campaign. He is a driver who works 
extremely hard away from the 
circuit filing reports on the car to 
the team and assessing all aspects 
of  his performance.

“At the end of  every year, I sit down 
and analyse how I have driven and 
where I can improve,” says Turkington.
“Each year, I can see I am getting a little
bit better. I am not sure that is in terms 
of raw pace but the other areas, the 
areas you learn to control with more 
experience. I am getting better at 
managing the car over a race weekend 
and how to claw yourself  back into 
it after a setback.”

And Turkington is keen to gain 
more race mileage in 2019, although 
his exact programme has yet to 
be determined. Given the level of  
success he has enjoyed in the British 
Touring Car Championship, and 
the profile it has given him since he 
returned in 2013, it would be hard to 
see him walking away, even if  it did 
offer him the biggest challenge of  
his life in the past 12 months. 

NE
MW320si
4
C-branded WSR BMW 320si, Turkington
with the rear-wheel-drive machine and it
e season was not a simple one with huge
th the RML-run Chevrolet Lacetti of Jason

y Vauxhall Vectra of Fabrizio Giovanardi.
p the strong acceleration zones at Oulton
re he took two wins apiece, but it went
th Plato leading the final round, Turkington
n the top four to seal the crown. He held

first title.

LACE IS ENOUGH
Car:BMW125iMSport
iums:19
tors-supportedcarwas fully refined in itssecond
ngtonwasready topounce–butonceagain,

was themanwhoproved tobehisbiggest
ingtonagainperformedhisnowcustomary
ating themid-partof thechampionshipwhen
ts the tracks thataremostsuited to rear-wheel-drive.
oundations,butPlatowaskeeping thepressure
through. In theshowdownatBrandsHatch,

TripleEightRaceEngineeringMGmanPlatowasgifteda
winby team-mateSamTordoff,whoadhered to teamorders,
butTurkington’s thirdpositionwasenough forhimtoseala
secondcrown.

2018
KEEPING IT TICKING OVER
Team: WSR Car: BMW 125i M Sport 
Wins: 1 Podiums: 10
The BMW 125i M Sport driver was quietly optimistic coming 
into the series, with a developed BMW.  The car was not a 
match for some other rivals, but the experience and guile of 
Turkington guided him through the pitfalls of the series, 
which includes success ballast, option tyres and reversed 
grids. He was boosted when the two drivers who were 
chasing down the advantage he had built – Tom Ingram 
(Speedworks Motorsport Toyota Avensis) and Ash Sutton 
(Team BMR Subaru Levorg) – were both booted out of 
the top two spots at Knockhill for ride height infringements. 
He was nervous despite taking a 34-point lead into the 
finale, but when Ingram failed to finish on the podium in 
race two at Brands Hatch, a third crown was his. 

EE CHAMPIONSHIPS

Race two at Brands GP was torrid, but he still took the title

Suspension damage ruined Turkington’s Snetterton meeting Oulton Park brought a highly emotional victory

TEST YET TO CLAI

me with the WSR-run BMW 320si

n managed eight wins over the season

The WSR BMW 125i M Sport faced stiff opposition





Photos: Gary Hawkins

Record breaker: Five
titles now for Mickel
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INSIGHT

MICKEL’S AMERICAN DREAM

blood,hisdadBrianwasalocal
stockcarracerwhenhewasgrowing
up,andbytheageof 10Mickel
wascompetinginMinistox.

HewasSuperstoxWorldand
Europeanchampiononshortovals
whenhewas18-years-oldbefore
eventuallymakingthemoveinto
Legendsin1998,as“thatwastheonly
thingwecouldaffordmovingupto”.

HefoundedMickelMotorsport
in2000withhiswife,andformer
Legendsdriver,Lisa,andhis
firstUKLegendstitlefollowed
thenextyear,aswellbecoming
LegendsWorldchampionforthe
firsttimeandtheinauguraltitle
holderintheRockingham-based
seriesASCARinthesameyear.

WhileLegendsiswhereMickel
hasmadeanameforhimself it’sin
theUnitedStatesof Americawhere
he’sbeenlookingtomakeabreak
formorethanadecade.

Havingdoneseveralracesinthe
States,heexplainsit’smorethan
justracingoverthere.

“TheAmericansunderstand
motorsportIthink.Theydosomany
differentclassesof racing,it’s just
notracingit’sashowandIthink
that’swhattheLegendshavedone,”
saysMickel,whotookLegends
WorldChampionshiphonours
in2001, ’15andWorldSeries
successin2001, ’15, ’17.

“It’snotjustaboutracing,it’s
thewholeshowandfestivalatthe
meeting,gettingthecrowdinvolved

andtheexcitementof itall.Likewe
havetheTruckswiththeLegends,
weget30,000or40,000peoplethere.

“We’renotjustdrivers:we’re
showmenreallywherewe’vegotto
putonashowforthecrowdandget
themexcitedandthemoretheyget
excitedthebetterthecrowdgets.

“Thatwasthegreatattraction
aboutRockingham,theASCAR
wasgoingbecausewehadbig
crowdsandif wecangetbig
crowdsbacktomotorsportthen
itmakeseverybody’slifeeasier.”

HemadehisNASCARTruck
Seriesdebutin2005atTexasMotor
Speedwayandthefollowingseason
contestedthefinalfiverounds
of thechampionship.

In2010healsowontheinaugural
ASAFreestate500raceinSouth
Africaandintheprocessbecame
thefirstEnglishmantowina
NASCAR-sanctionedraceoutside
of theUSA.

Butultimatelyalackof budget
heldhimbackfromcompeting
further,butithasn’tstoppedhim
eyeingapossiblereturntotheStates
in2019forafullseasonof racing.

“IstillwanttodoayearinAmerica,
it’s justfindingthesponsortoget
ustherebutI’mnotgettingany
younger,”admitsMickel.

“ItwouldbeTrucksorXfinity
[Series], if wecanraisethebudget
todothatforaseasonandthenwhen
I’moldandgreyIcanhangupmy
crash helmet and boots and say ‘you 

know what, at least I’ve had a go’. 
“We’ve done four or five races 

out there but because you’re new 
and you jump straight into it you get 
two races underneath your belt and 
you just get into the swing of  things 
and then you’re coming home.”

Even if  the American dream 
doesn’t come true Mickel still plans 
to return to UK Legends next year 
to try and claim what he refers to 
as the “drive for five” titles in a row.

But he’s under no illusions 
that the task of  winning another 
title isn’t becoming any easier.

“There’s a lot of  good drivers 
coming through that have raced 
on the ovals. I’ve got to up my 
game and I’m in the process of  
doing that because I think I’ve 
been a bit lax last year, maybe the 
last two years,” he says.

“Hopefully that push will  be 
enough to give me the edge but 
there’s a lot of  good drivers 
coming through. 

“You can’t put your finger on 
one, I could probably reel off  
10 who possibly, on their day, 
could put it all together and win 
the championship.”

The fact that the UK Legends 
Cars  championship record 
holder is already predicting 
how difficult next season will 
be tells the uninitiated all they 
need to know about how 
competitive one of  the UK’s 
most popular series is. 

After winning a record fifth UK Legends title, John Mickel still has his sights on the USA. By Stefan Mackley 

UK Legends is going
strong after 24 years

H
istory was
made this
year in the
UK National
Legends Cars
Championship
asJohnMickel

becamethefirstdrivertowin
fivetitlesinthecategory,which
incrediblywashisfourth
successonthebounce.

That’snosmallfeatinaseries
wheremorethan30carsregularly
compete,acrosssixracesovera
weekendandwithrandomisedgrids.

“If peoplesayit’seasytowinthis
championshipthentheywantto
comeandhaveagobecausewedo
sixracesinaweekendandyou’ve
gottokeepthatconsistencygoing,”
saysthe47-year-old,whosefirstUK
Legendstitlecamein2001.

“Weekin,weekout,makingsure
thecarisreliable,keepingitonthe
track,there’salotof workinvolved
andIdon’tthinkpeoplerealise
howharditis.

“Somechampionshipsonlydo
oneraceortworacesaweekend
butwehavesix.”

Driversfromtheotherseries
lookinginmightbelievethatMickel’s
dominationisasignthattheseriesis
competitivelyweakorthatnumbers
aredwindling.But, infact,theseries,
whichwillcelebrate25yearsin2019,
isprovingtobejustascompetitive
andpopularasever.

Thefinalmeetingof theyear–

alwaysagoodbarometerof how
healthyaseriesis–atBrandsHatch
inearlyNovemberattracted
32entries,whileMickel’stitle
wassealedthatsameweekendas
opposedtoseveralroundsbefore.

Theseriesalsosharedfiveof
itsnineroundsthisyearwiththe
highly-popularBritishTruck
RacingChampionship,which
attractsthousandsof spectators
toitsmeetings.

Mickelisn’tsurprisedthatthe
seriesandcars–five-eighthscale
modelsbasedonpre-warFord,
ChevroletandDodgebodieswith
122bhp,alockedreardifferential
andnoaerodynamics–continue
tobesopopular.

“They’vegotloadsof powerand
nogrip, it’snotlikethey’reslicks
andwingswhereyouputyourfoot
downanditgoeswheretheywantit
togo,”saysMickel,whoisalsoafive-
timeLegendsWorldchampion.

“We’reontheknife-edgeallthe
timewiththemandthere’safine
linebetweenkeepingitonthetrack
orputtingitoff thetrack.

“That’swhythey’resofunto
drive,they’vejustgotbagsof power
overthegroundandnogripatall.

“Andthat’swhyIthinkanybody
whogoesfromLegendsintoa
differentformulareallydoesshine
becausethey’vegotthecarcontrol
andskilltohandlesomethingthat
doeshandlewhentheymoveintoit.”

RacinghasalwaysbeeninMickel’s

Mickel is still aiming to race full-time in America

Mickel has raced in NASCAR Truck Series and wants to return

Win in South African NASCAR race
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havehelpedhimtogettherethat
shouldbethere.It’snotmereally:
theyaretheoneswhogettheir
handsdirtyanddothehardwork.”

Therearedifferentapproaches
astohowtodealwiththedriveron
raceday,therehastobeacoping
mechanism.If theracerhashad
abadweekendandhadadentin
theirtitlehopes, itcanbetough
forthepartner.

LauraDrysdaleexplainsthat
shehasironedoutthepeaksand
troughsthatIngrammighthave
experiencedoverthecampaign,
particularlyif itwentbadly.

“Heusedtogetveryoveremotional
andupset,”explainsLaura.“But
Ididn’tsignuptodealwiththatsh*t,
soIhadtostopit. Icouldn’tdealwith
himbeingthisprimadonna,Ididn’t
wantthat.Istartedtotrainhim:
Iusedadistractiontechnique.We
wouldfindthenearestMcDonalds
tothecircuit.BigMac,chicken
nuggets, fries–usuallyamilkshake
too.Thatsortsitoutandthenwe
canhaveaconversation.”

Then,ontheflipside,there’sthe

joyof astrongweekend.There
weremanyof thoseforIngram
in2018,andagain,it isanother
foodoutletthatfeelsthebenefit.

“Afteragoodweekend,it ispodium
pizza,”saysLaura.“Assoonaswe
getoutof thetrack.ThenonMonday,
wewillgooutanddoanactivity
togetherasacouple,usually
involvinganimals.Ananimalfarm
somewhere:webothlovellamas.
Theyarecuddly,approachable
andnice–justask[BTCCbossand
formerllamaowner]AlanGow.”

Louise,too,knowsthatatough
weekendcanhaveanimpactbutthe
Turkingtonshaveamorepragmatic
attitudetotherollercoasterridesof
motorsport–especiallyreflecting
onDoningtonParkinApril,where
thethreeracesyieldedjustsix
pointsaftersomemechanicalwoes.

“It isinstinctive.Youjustknow
whattodo,”saysLouise.“Butit’s
funnyyoumentionDonington.The
firstthingIthoughtwas‘sh*t,Idon’t
knowwherethischapterisinmy
manual[of howtolookafterColin]!’
Itwasuncharteredterritory–and

howdoyou find a positive in that 
situation?Because everything that 
couldpossibly have gone wrong. 
Butyouhave to try and keep the 
focusonthe end goal. You can’t get 
pulleddown by the lows and you 
can’tridethe highs too high.

“Heresponds to empathy and tough 
love.Iwilltell him it as it is. The facts. 
Iamnotafraid to tell him what the 
situationis: I won’t pussyfoot around 
him.Heresponds well to a positive 
attitude,not sympathy. He really 
hasgothishead together and it’s up 
tometocompliment that.  He does 
thesamewith me.  We work really 
welltogether.”

LucyAustin explains that her 
husband’sattitude after a bad 
weekendcan take a while to defrost, 
buthegenerally recovers quickly.

Lucysays: “The good thing 
aboutRobis that if  he has had a sh*t 
weekend,he will have an hour to 
himself where he feels down or 
whateverand gathers his thoughts, 
butthenhe will just get on with it. 
Hewillquickly start becoming 
positiveagain.

“By Monday morning, he is 
absolutely fine. He puts it behind 
him, he thinks about the weekend 
and looks at what’s happened and 
he just gets on with it. Rob just gets 
on with life and moves on. It is 
about what’s next.”

Louise Turkington says that the 
highpoints along the way are just 
staging posts along the season-long 
campaign. It is not until the final 
chequered flag of  the season and 
the final points totals have been 
counted up that the couple can truly 
enjoy what they’ve been through. 

“Then the emotions come out,” 
says Louise. “That is the finish 
line for us. And that’s when you 
start to see what you’ve done and 
how far you’ve come.” 

And while it was Colin 
Turkington who stood on the top 
step of  the rostrum at Brands 
Hatch to collect the silverware, 
it wasn’t long before he was joined 
by Louise and his boys Adam and 
Lewis. That is one of  the unseen 
measures of  what goes into 
making a successful driver.  

Behind every great BTCC driver, there is a dedicated partner. By Matt James

BEHIND THE

THE POWER 
ON-TRACK GLORY

T
hose moments 
when a driver 
stands on the 
top step of  
the British 
Touring Car 
Championship 

rostrum mark the summit of  
years of  effort that has gone 
in on and off  the circuit, and 
it is not just about the hours 
spent in the workshop or the 
miles of  testing and preparation. 

Whatever happens on the track, 
drivers will then go home to 
their partners and families. The 
champagne is nowhere to be seen 
and life has to go on – whether the 
weekend before has been strong 
or a disaster. 

Drivers’ partners have many 
different roles over the course 
of  a race event and there has to 
be a strategy as to how to cope 
with the highs and lows.

There are several roles the girls 
perform at a meeting. For example, 
champion Colin Turkington’s wife 
Louise looks after the commercial 
and performance aspect of  her 
BMW-driving husband over the 
course of  the event. 

Louise explains: “I am the eyes 
and ears on the ground and I have 
no hidden agenda other than to 
have Colin’s best interests. Wherever 
that takes me, or whoever I have 
to speak to or whatever I have to 
do, that’s for Colin. 

“It’s up to me to remove 
distractions and manage his 
energies so that his complete 
focus is on his own performance.”

The Turkingtons have been 
together since 1999 and the 
relationship between them has 
evolved over the seasons that 
they have spent at the forefront 
of  the BTCC.

Louise says: “It is not easy but it 
is instinctive. I understand what he 
needs and that helps because I am 
as passionate about the end result 
as he is. It has almost become like a 
kindred spirit. If  we communicate 
or we don’t communicate, we are 
both on the same page.”

Toyota Avensis driver Tom 
Ingram was the runner-up in the 
championship in 2018, and his 
partner Laura Drysdale is a constant 
at every race meeting. However, 
she is rarely in the pitlane, as she 
has a hands-on role with the running 
of  the Speedworks Motorsport team 
in the hospitality unit.

 “It is actually a treat that Tom is 
busy when he is at a race meeting: 
it’s awesome,” she says. “We are a 
bit like ships in the night. Tom is 
one person, and I have anywhere 
between 70 to 100 people to look 
after in hospitality. They are my 
focus for the day.”

It seems leaving a driver to it is a 
popular way of coping. Three-time 
race winner Rob Austin’s wife Lucy 
says the race weekend doesn’t only 
start when the Alfa Romeo driver 
turns up at a race circuit.

“The run up to the race weekend 
can be quite up and down,” explains 
Lucy. “Rob could be a bit stressed 
or he could be looking forward to it. 
There are a whole range of  emotions 
going through him. He likes to be 
prepared. Everything has to be right 
– so I kind of  just leave him to it.

“Over the race weekend, even if  
he has won a race or been on the 
podium, I am not there. It is the 
engineer, mechanics, it is the team 
manager: it is all those people who 

The Turkington 
family celebrate 

A Monday tradition for Ingram and Drysdale: Llama farm...

Alfa Romeo BTCC racer Rob Austin and his wife Lucy
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1ToyotaGBis returning
to theBritishTouringCar
Championshipnext year,
butwhatmodelwill its
newchallengerbe?

2 National Hot Rod
organisers have recently
unveiled the calendar
for next year. Name the
two new venues that
feature on it.

3Williams finished10th
in theconstructors’
championship in2018.
Namethe twoFormula1
seasonssince2010
when itwasninth.

4Whowontheir second
BriSCAF1world
championship thisseason?

5EsapekkaLappi is
moving toCitroennext
season,butwhatwas
hisbest result inhis final
WorldRallyChampionship
campaignwithToyota?

6 Why was Fernando
Alonso handed three
penalties in his final
Formula 1 race in Abu
Dhabi?

7 DS has split with the
Virgin team for the
2018/19 Formula E
season. Which team has
it now partnered with?

8 Next year’s Chinese
Grand Prix is set to be
the 1000th Formula 1
race. Where and when
was the 900th?

9 Jenson Button won the
Super GT title as a rookie.
Which ex-Formula 1
driver was the last rookie
to win the championship?

10 A visit from which
high profile figure
led to the Galway
Summer Stages rally
being rescheduled
this year?

1 How many different drivers
did Team Hard run in the British
Touring Car Championship this
year?
A) 6 B) 8 C) 10

2 Who finished runner-up
in the Formula 2 standings
this year?
A) Lando Norris
B) Alex Albon
C) Nyck de Vries

3 Outofall the2018WorldRally
Championshipdrivers tohave
previouslywonanevent,whichhas
the longestcurrentwindrought?
A)DaniSordo
B)MadsOstberg
C)HaydenPaddon

4 How many of the last 20 World
Rallycross rounds has Johan
Kristoffersson won?
A) 15 B) 17 C) 19

5 Kimi Raikkonen took his first
Formula 1 win since 2013
this year. How many races did he
start between those wins?
A) 111 B) 115 C) 119

6 Out of the initial 2018/19
Formula E driver line-ups,
how many teams don’t
have at least one ex-Formula 1
driver?
A) 0 B) 2 C) 4

LappiwasunabletowinaWRCroundin2018

There’sbeenlotsofTeamHardBTCCdrivers,buthowmany?

DS has split with theVirgin team in Formula E

Kristoffersson:regularwins

Raikkonen’slastwinin2013

Down
1 Fernando Alonso’s best result in F1 this season (5)
2 Lake _ proposed Northern Irish circuit that hit funding trouble this
year (7)
3 Billy _ the winner of this year’s National Hot Rod World Final (4)
4 Andrew _, the 2018 Scottish Rally champion (9)
6 Team the 2017/18 Formula E champion Jean-Eric Vergne drove
for (9)
7 The circuit that will be visited twice by the BTCC next season
following Rockingham’s demise (8)
10 Circuit where BTCC champion Colin Turkington took his only
win of 2018 (6, 4)
12 Mick _ winner of European Formula 3 title (10)
14 The new BRC opener for 2019 following a calendar revamp (8)
15 _ Chambers, the new chief executive of governing body
Motorsport UK (4)

Across
5 Number of consecutive WRC titles won by a driver called
Sebastien (7)
8 Manufacturer that won the WRC teams’ title this year (6)
9 The name given to the WEC’s new 2020 rules concept (8)
11 Number of laps behind the winner the first non-Toyota car finished
at Le Mans this year (6)
13 Mercedes’ new reserve driver after he failed to find an F1 seat for
2019 (7, 4)
16 Number of different drivers to win a WRC round with Hyundai
this year (3)
17 Name of the driver to deny Johan Kristoffersson a clean sweep
of WRX wins this year (9, 4)
18 Anthoine _, the last ever GP3 champion (6)
19 The 2018 British Rallycross title winner: Mark _ (7)
20 The winner of both the BRC and BTRDA titles this season (4, 7)

Answers to the quiz and crossword will be found in the
January 2 issue of Motorsport News

WORLD OF MOTORSPORT QUIZ

CARTOON CAPTION COMPETITION PICTURE CAPTION FUN

BIG CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD

Email your captions
to mike.stokoe@
motorsport-news.
co.uk and the best
ones will be
published in our
January 9 issue.
Mike Stokoe’s
favourite will also
receive the cartoon
with their own
caption in a frame
as a prize.

Just for fun.Thebestanswerswillbe
printedinJanuary9.Captionsto
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

ROUND 1: GENERAL KNOWLEDGE ROUND 2: MULTIPLE CHOICE
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What’s amused the WRC legends?What are Ricciardo and Verstappen thinking in Mexico?
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PREDICTIONS: ALMANAC

JANUARY
Inthebuilduptotheseason,Sebastien
Loebfindshehastimeonhishandsand
entersthedartsworldchampionshipat
FrimleyGreen.Hetopplesthemenwho
havebeenonthesceneforyearsand
beatsMichaelvanGerweninthefinal.

GiventhestrugglestheWorld
RallycrossChampionshiphashad
attractingentries, itdecidesthe
onlysolutionistointroduceanew
topclassforspecially-modifiedold
FIAEuropeanFormula3-speccars.
TheDallarasfeatureanumberof
changestomakethemsuitablefor
thedisciplineincludingstrengthened
suspensionandnewtyres.

FEBRUARY
Withaspareweekendinhiscalendar,
Loebenterstheopeningroundof the
WorldSuperbikeChampionshipatPhillip
IslandinAustralia.Hewinsinfrontof
reigningchampionJonathanRea.

Theopeningroundof the
BritishRallyChampionship, the
CambrianRally, iscancelledat
thelastminutewhenit isdiscovered
thatpaperworkwasnotfilledin
properlyaheadof theevent.A
replacementisnotscheduled.

TheBritishRacingandSportsCar
Clubfeelsithasspottedanothergapin
themarketandannouncesanewseries
fortheoldFIAEuropeanF3speccars.
Organisersbelievetherearenotenough
optionsforteamswishingtocontinue
racingtheDallaramachines.

MARCH
Citroenpicksupbackingfromthe
SaintKittsandNevisgovernment
anddecidestoenterathirdcarinthe
WorldRallyChampionship.Shorton

freshtalent, ithiresPetterSolbergto
spearheadtheattack.TheNorwegian
takesasensationalvictory.

LewisHamiltondominatesthe
AustralianGrandPrixforMercedes.
Team-mateValtteriBottasstruggles
togetahandleontheset-upof thecar,
andfinishesmorethanoneminute
behind.McLarenstruggleswithits
newcarandLandoNorrisandCarlos
Sainzfinishlapsbehind.

TheWestCorkRally,aroundof the
BRC, isaxedwhenamysteryvirus
strikesdowntheorganisingteam.
Areplacementcannotbefound.

Anothergapinhisscheduleallows
LoebtotakepartintheBritishround
of theMotocrossGPseason. Heleads
homeDutchaceJeffreyHerlingsto
claimthetrophy.

APRIL
Threedifferentdriverstakewins
intheopeningroundsof theBritish
TouringCarChampionshipat
BrandsHatch.

Hamiltontakeshisthirdwinof theF1
seasoninChina.However,team-mate
Bottasonceagainhasissuesgettingto
gripswiththeMercedes.Hefinishes
outsidethepoints.McLarenstruggles
withitsnewcar–itblamesadodgy
batchof cupcakesinthestaff canteen
forthetrouble.

ThePirelli InternationalRallyis
cancelledatthelastminuteasarare
speciesof butterfly is foundinthe
forestswheretheevent isplannedto
run.Areplacementcannotbeorganised.

Therearethreenewroundwinners
intheBTCCatthesecondmeeting

of theseasonatDoningtonPark.

ThereisasensationalwinonRally
ArgentinaforCarlosSainz,whohas
beendraftedintopilot theSaint
KittsandNevis-backedCitroen.

MAY
HamiltondominatestheMonacoGrand
Prix,whileBottasisonceagainataloss
tounlockpacefromthecar.Hefailsto
qualify.McLarenjoinstheFinninfailing
toqualify.Itblamesproblemswiththe
wind,whichisapparently“blowingin
thewrongdirection”.

SensationontheGirod’Italiabike
raceasLoebdominatestheeventto
takeafamouswin–aheadof team-
mateChrisFroome.Itmeanshe
missesthefinalgamesof the
PremierLeague,wherehehasmade
severalappearancesforLiverpool,
butremainsthedivision’s topscorer.

JUNE
TheSaintKittsandNevisgovernment
aredelightedafterRallyPortugalwhen
DidierAurioltakesthewinonaone-off
appearanceforCitroeninaC3.

Hamiltonstridestovictoryinthe
AustrianGrandPrixatacanter.
Bottashasjust finishedtheprevious
FrenchGrandPrix.Heisstill in
frontof theMcLarens, though.

AtCroft,after12roundsof theBritish
TouringCarChampionship,threefresh
driversscaletherostrummeaningthere
hasbeenadozenwinners.

TheYpresRallyisaxedfromtheBRC
schedulewhenBrexitnegotiations
meanthatnoneof theUKcrewshave
theirentriesaccepted.Areplacement
isnotfound.

MN’s resident medium predicts what may be on the cards for 2019. By Chris Tylball

Hot Rod racers: 
Ready for school
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WHAT 
LIES 
AHEAD     
FOR 
2019?

Hamilton combines motor racing with gynmastics at Silverstone

Trumped up charge? Brands Hatch fights off a takeover bid

The BTCC winter season was not a hit with race spectators

Unfortunately, this Volvo was parked up because it sounded ruff

Every single BTCC car here took a victory during the 2019 season

Street fighters hit the boulevard in the United States of America



Dan Cammish loves Matt
James’ Tyson Fury impression

JULY
Aftersecuringalast-minutedrive,Loeb
dominatestheNationalHotRodWorld
Finalfromtheverylastspotonthegrid.

FreshfromFoxhallHeath,Loeb
beatsNovakDjokovictowinthe
Mens’singlesfinalatWimbledon.

YetanotherwinforHamiltonat
Silverstone.Hefinishesalapclear
of anyoneelse,andfinishedthe52laps
wellclearof therest–especiallyBottas,
whoisstill takingpartinFreePractice1.

AUGUST
OnRallyGermany,one-off driver
MikiBiasionstandsonthetopof
therostrumafterhaulingtheSaint
KittsandNevisCitroentoglory.

TOCAchiefsfeelthereisagrowing
marketforoldFIAEuropeanFormula3
carsandannounceatthelast-minute
thatanewseriesforthemachines
willsupporttheBritishTouringCar
Championshipin2020.Astatement
saystherehadbeenaclamourfrom
teamsmoaningaboutalackof
realisticoptionsforcontinuing
tofieldthecars.

TheUlsterRally,aroundof the
BRC, iscancelledbecausethe
weatheristoowarmandthe
Tarmacroadshavemelted.A
replacementcan’tbefound.

SEPTEMBER
Hamiltonwrapsupthechampionship
withawinintheItalianGrandPrix.
Bottasisstillonthebeachenjoying
themid-seasonbreak.McLaren
blamesHondaforitsterrible
performance,until it ispointedout
thattheJapanesepowerplantsno
longermotivatetheBritishcars.

Allcompetitors intheBritish
RallyChampionshipfinishon
zeropointswhentheGalloway
HillsRallyisaxedasScotland
is inthemiddleof anindependence
vote. It isnotreplaced.Bosses
of theBRCannounceacalendar
forthe2020seasoninvolvingno
roundsatall.

TheBTCCbreaksallrecords
atKnockhill,withthreemore
newwinnersattheheadof the
pack.Thatmeans24differentracers
havetastedthechampagne.
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NickTandy:no fan of number two

If only I had a windscreen wiper...

Confusion:whatamIsupposedtodonow?

Paul di Resta,Jamie Green and Gary Paffett prepare to take on Loeb...

Rolling back the years

Spedeworth boss DeaneWood shows off a new short oval category

Ouch – that’s gotta hurt.Putting the boot in at Brands Hatch in 2018

Who threw away the keys? Jakob Ebrey enjoys the high life...

OCTOBER
Juha Kankkunen makes a 
sensational one-off appearance 
for Citroen on Wales Rally GB 
and takes glory in the Saint 
Kitts and Nevis-supported C3.

After the final rounds of  the BTCC 
at Brands, the series records an 
extraordinary 30 different race 
winners from the 30 races. All drivers 
have equal points and every single 
entrant is crowned champion.

NOVEMBER
In another dominant performance, 
Hamilton claims the Brazilian 
Grand Prix at Interlagos. 
Meanwhile, in Finland, Bottas is in 
the departure lounge at Helsinki 
airport ready to board a plane to 
Sao Paulo. McLaren blames “evil 
spirits” in its pitlane garage for 
its appalling performance. 

The British Hillclimb Championship 
reveals that it will be adding a new 
class to its ranks for limited FIA 
European Formula 3 spec cars. 
Series bosses claim teams have 
been struggling to find places to race 
the cars and were only too happy to 
incorporate a class dedicated to F3.

DECEMBER
After a 10-week process, Loeb 
claims £250,000 from Alan Sugar 
after winning The Apprentice.

Bottas wins a celebrity version of  
BBC’s Mastermind. He takes glory 
due to the fact he has made absolutely 
no passes.

Loeb claims the number one slot at 
Christmas in the UK after winning 
the X-Factor.

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, mkpics.net, Gary Hawkins, Colin Casserley


















