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ByDavid Evans

Frenchlegend ties up deal for six 2019 rounds

LOEB

GRABS HYUNDAI WRC DRIVE

Hyundai is hoping Sebastien
Loeb’s arrival will be enough
todeliverthe South Korean
marque’s first World Rally

¥ Championship title.

§ Hyundaireturnedtothe WRCin
2014 and, while it has scored event wins,
season-long glory hasevaded the German-
based team. Loebis confident he can deliver
i whenhemakeshisdebutinani20 Coupe —_—
¢~ WRCatnextmonth’s Monte CarloRally. e

& Fullstory, page2-3 —
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Loeb not concerned about
lack of 120 WRC testing

By David Evans

New Hyundai signing
Sebastien Loeb will face
arace againsttime as he
prepares for his maiden
World Rally Championship
outing with the squad on
the Monte Carlo Rally.

Thenine-time world champion,

who drivesfor amanufacturer-
backed team other than Citroen
forthefirsttimeinhis21-year
career, willarrive at Hyundai’s
Monte CarloRally preparations
nextmonth with justhours
tosparefollowinghislatest
attempt to win Dakarin Peru.
Peugeot’sdecision to walk
away from both Dakar and
the World Rallycross
Championship earlier this
yearleft Loeb withouta PSA
contractforthefirsttimein
twodecades and forcedhimto

Toyota outings for Loeb in ZOOO..

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

look elsewhere for full-time work.

He was confirmed asa Hyundai
driver for the next two yearslast
week. His 2019 programme offers
sixrallies, including thefirsttwo
events of the new season in Monte
Carloand Sweden. Theremainder
of next year and his 2020 itinerary
have yettobedecided.

Despite the absence of afactory
effort, Loeb sought afourth shot
atwinning the South American
marathon and signed up forthe
3,000-mile eventin a Peugeot 3008
DKR with French privateer
squad PH Sport.

Loebisscheduled tofinish
Dakar on Magdalenabeach,
LimaonJanuary 17. He will then
makethe 12-hourflight back to
Europethenextday and drive
Hyundai’si20 Coupe WRC{for the
firsttimein atestinthe French
AlpsonJanuary 19.

Aftertestingfor Saturday and
Sunday, Loeb will work through
histestdata on Monday before
starting therecce for Monte Carlo
at0800hrs on Tuesday January 22.
He and co-driver Daniel Elena will
complete their preparations for
theirfirst Monte outingin four
years at 2000hrs on Wednesday.
Rally fans will get their first

glimpse of Loeb drivinga Hyundai
at 1000hrsthe following morning
when he starts thefirst pre-event
shakedown stage of the season.

The Sanremo Rally in October,
2000 was thelast time Loeb started
aWRCroundinanythingother
than a Citroen (he guided a Toyota
Corolla WRCto 10th ontheItalian
event)-butthatall changes
shortly after sevenin the evening
on Thursday January 24, when
he starts Monte Carlofrom Place
Desmichelsin Gap. Hisfirst
competitive stage, the 12-mile
testfrom La Breole to Selonnet
starts half an hourlater.

Despite the punishing schedule,
Loebadmitshe’sdelighted to
bebackinthe WRC.

Hesaid: “Winningat the Rally
of Spain this seasonreignited my
desireto continue competing at
the very front of WRC. Joining
Hyundai will give us afresh
challengeand onethatIcan’t
waittotackle.

“Thave beenimpressed with
the team’s approach and their
determination to succeed. They
were firmly in the titlefight this
seasonandIfeelthatIcanbringa
lottothem, together with Thierry
[Neuville], Andreas [Mikkelsen]
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and Dani [Sordo]. The Hyundai
120 Coupe WRCisaprovenrally
winner, and, asacrew, we know
we can still be up there with the
best, s02019 promises to be an
excitingseason.”
Loeb’slatearrivalintoround one
isfarfromideal, buthis pedigree as
aseven-time Monte winner meant
Hyundai waskeentohave himin
the car and pushingfor afirst WRC
win by a South Korean marque
ontheseries’ blueriband event.
Loebhasn’tdriventhei20in
any kind of shakedown and his
firstmileage in the car will come
inthe Alpsatthe pre-event test.
Hyundaiteam manager Alain
Penassetold MNhehasno
concerns about Loeb’slast-minute
arrivalinto Monte Carlo.
“Thereisnoothersolution, he
hastotest the weekend before the
event,” said Penasse. “This will
makeitaveryinterestingtest,
Ithink. Hehasn’tdriven the car
yet, buthe knows whatit’sabout -
he saw what the car was capable
of in Spain, heknew how hard
hehadtogo[tobeat Hyundai
driver Neuville]. He hassomuch
experience of thisevent, he’s won
itahellof alotof timesandhe’s
always been competitive there.

Y

Hislack of timein the car won’t
beaproblem.

“Anddon’tforget, the Monteis
avery specificevent with very
littletesting available. We saw in
Mexico thisyear, when hehad
been away for a while, he was able
tocomeback and be on the pace.
He will give away some advantage
tosome other drivers who have
had more timein their carsand
more experience, butIthink he
will befine.”

Penasse added that Loeb’s arrival
would come asaboosttothe team
asitwentinsearch of itsfirsttitle.
Hyundaireturned tothe WRCin
2014 and progressed wellin the
first three years, finishing fourth,
thirdand second in 2014, ’15and
’16 respectively. Since then,
however, the team has stalled
andthis year wasitsthird
consecutive runners-up spot.

Understandably, there hasbeen
mounting pressure both from
within Hyundai Motorsportand
from Hyundai Motor Corporation
in Seoul. The hopeisthat Loeb’s
arrival will be enough to help
seal afirsttitlein 2019.

Penasse continued: “Sebastien
comingtotheteam, hisexperience,
hisconfidence and his

competitiveness, this will help
everybody. Headds valueto
theteamand hehasarealaura
around him and this will help
the people around him next year.
We have been close to winning
the championship, this year we
werestillinthefightinthefinal
morning of the season.”

Hyundai team principal Michel
Nandan said Loeb’s decision to
jointheteamreflectedits standing
in the world of rallying.

“Sebastien’s announcement
ishugelyimportant for Hyundai
Motorsport,” said Nandan.
“Sealing a deal with someone of
hisimmense talent and calibre
showsthat we are an attractive
and competitive propositionin
the World Rally Championship.
Ultimately, our goalisto win the
WRCtitle. We believe we have the
packagetoachievethat,and our
composition of crews for 2019 will
perfectly reflect thatambition.”

Loebwill share ani20 Coupe
WRC with Sordo—the Spaniard’s
programmeisraised from sevento
eightralliesin 2019—while Neuville
and Mikkelsen tackle all 14 rounds.

Loeb’sarrival means Hayden
Paddonisleft out of Hyundai’s
2019 plans (seepage 10).

Dakar 2018 ended
with a crash for Loeb

HEADLINE NEWS
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New Hyundai signing ill get just one test hefore WRC season hegins
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Leclerxc intimidated
Charles Leclerc says he found
Formula 1 “intimidating” at first

as he adapted to dealing with

more people than he had been
used toin his junior career. Leclerc
did not score a point at any of the
opening three rounds of the season
as Sauber struggled towards the
rear of the field, but he broke his
duck with a sixth-place finish in
Azerbaijan in April and impressed
sufficiently to secure a Ferrari drive.
“At the beginning it’s first of all quite
intimidating to speak to so many
people,” he explained. “Everything
you say is going to be analysed,

not only by your engineer, but by

so many people. So obviously it’s
quite... not scary, but intimidating.
Butthenyougetusedtoit.”

Red Bullrivals

Daniel Ricciardo expected to have a
worse relationship with Max Verstappen
asteam-mates at Red Bull but thinks
they will stay friends even with Ricciardo
moving to Renault. Though the duo

had some intense on-track moments
together, like battling for what turned

out to be victory inthe 2016 Malaysian
Grand Prixand crashing spectacularly in
Azerbaijan this year, they got on very well
off-track. Ricciardo has left Red Bull to
join the Renault works team for 2019 but
reckons his friendship with Verstappen
will continue and be “maybe even
better” because they will not be “direct
competitors”. “I'd say the relationship
with Maxand myself went better than,

I'll be honest, | thought it would go,” said
Ricciardo. “It was cool, it was a good,
hard fight with himand | enjoyed it.”

Mercedes support
Mercedes is turning to
psychologists, well-being practices
and medical support forits staffin
its bid to remain atthe top of F1.
“As an organisation we are looking
atthe working environment,” said
team boss Toto Wolff. “We are
looking at nutrition, at sleep, at
medical support, at sports, and

we are looking at giving days off,
sending people home, if we

feel they are notina good frame

of mind. We are looking at
psychologists, at mindfulness
atthe team.l could speak here
foranother hour and say what

we are doing.”

Onyx backer dies

The colourful money man behind the
Onyxteam’s F1 entryin 1989, Jean-
Pierre Van Rossem, has died at the age
of 73. The Belgian backed Onyx with
his Moneytron investment company
forits graduation to F1 from the F3000
ranks with Stefan Johansson and
Bertrand Gachot. The Onyx, designed
by Alan Jenkins, claimed a points finish
in only its seventh race at Paul Ricard
andthen apodium at Estoril laterin the
season — both results with Johansson.
Onyxboss Mike Earle described Van
Rossem as “an eccentric, but an out-
and-out motorsport enthusiast at heart”.

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER ) > ) @MNmotorsport

Monza could
be reworked

Photos: LAT

RADICAL £89 MILLION REVAMP.

\EYED FOR MONZA'S LAYOUT —

Italian circuit could be overhauled as it aims for new i contract

By Jonathan Noble

Monzais considering
removing one of its
chicanes and reprofiling
the second Lesmo corner
as part of a proposed
£89 million revamp to mark
the Formula 1 circuit’s
centenaryin 2022,

Ahead of discussionsto
secure theltalian Grand Prix’s
future beyond next year, the

Alonso input would he valuahble in new MclLaren challenger

Fernando Alonso’s input on
the 2019 McLaren Formula1
car would be “very valuable”,
reckonnew drivers Lando
Norrisand Carlos Sainz Jr.
Two-time F1 world champion
Alonso departed grand prix
racingat the conclusion of the
2018 season, albeit leaving the
door open to a future comeback.
CEO Zak Brown made clear
Alonso was welcome to try
thenew McLaren, and rookie
Norris hinted he would be
willing to give up some running
tohave Alonso sample the car.
“Ithink [hisinput] will be

| ANGELO R. DRIVE

president of theItalianracing
federationthe ACI, Angelo
Sticchi Damiani, hasrevealed
ahost of changes he wants
implemented by 2022.

Accordingtoareport
in Gazzettadello Sport,
Damiani wantsanew circuit
configuration that willmake
the track faster and secure
itsclaim tothe ‘Temple of
Speed’tag.

Aninitial suggestionis

very valuable,” Norris said.
“He’s got the bestidea how
the car’s changed over the
years, the best experience
of what’s good and what’s
bad, alotmorethanIdo.”
Renault convert Sainz agreed
McLaren could benefit from
Alonso testingthe 2019 design.
“It’ssomethingthat for sureis
in McLaren’s interests, or also
Fernando’sinterests to keep
himself active,” said Sainz.
“It’sadecision more up to
themanagementthanto
ourselves, butI wouldn’t see
itwith bad eyes.

toremove one of thetrack’s
three chicanes—mostlikely
the second one—and openup
the second Lesmo soitreturns
tobeingafaster challenge, as
it was before it was modified
in1994.

Aswell astweakstothe
layout, the track would be
widened, while the addition
of new accessroadsandanew
main grandstand, as well asthe
possiblerenovation of the old

banking, have been proposed.
Damiani suggeststhat
having a full workable banking
could make Monzaaunique
attraction with,in theory, a
eight-mile circuit.
Theprojecthasbeen costed
at £89m, but Damiani hasnot
been put off by theamount of
money it will take and thinks
itcanberaised through
contributions from thelocal
and national governments.

Hetold Gazzettadello Sport:
“Themoney will befound in
someway.”

Key totheproject moving
forward will be an extension
of the Italian Grand Prix
contract, which hasnot yet
beenrenewed as Liberty
andrace promotershave
yettoagreea price, for 2020
and beyond.

Additional reporting by
Franco Nugnes

“Iwould seeitasagoodthing
tohave adriverlike Fernando
comparingcars.”

While McLaren’s sixth inthe
constructors’ standingsin 2018
was a clear improvement on the
nadir of ninth the previous year,
the MCL33faded down the order
and was often slowest of all by
the end of the season.

Brown freely admitted it was
“an extremely poorracecar”.

McLaren underwent major
operational changesin 2018,
but Norris conceded “no one
knows” whether improvements
will come as soon asnext year.

McLarenwillbe looking to bounce backto the frontin2019

53
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Techeetah pair were
given drivethroughs

e The attack mode activation zonefor the
~ ABBFIA FormulaE Ad Diriyah E-Prix
. wasmoved fromitsinitial location prior
totherace afterit was criticised by

the championship’sdrivers.

Several drivers, includingreigning

champion Jean-Eric Vergne, complained

about the placement of the zone, which
| wasoriginally situated at the exit of
Turn 17 at the season-opening circuit,
. andfedontothetrack’smain straight.
The zone was moved 23 metres closer

- e

tothestartline, and the painted white
linesthat signal the start and end points
of the zone were also “increased in size
for better visibility”, according to an
FIA bulletin after qualifying.

“After discussioninthedriver
briefing, the attack zone hasbeen
relocated appropriately 23 metres
closertothestartlinefromthe
originallocation,” read the bulletin.

“Effectively, the original ‘exitline’

9

of thezoneisnow the ‘entryline’.
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When asked about the changes,
Vergnetold MNthat “it’sabit better”.

“It’sgood that they responded, the
only thingthatI hopeisthatinthefuture
they tell us what they want exactly, like
if we [are supposed to]lose one second,
two seconds,” the DS Techeetah
driver continued.

“We have the simulator, we know whatis
dangerous ornot, and obviously this place
wasnotright. [But] they all realised it.

“I'mhappy they changedit, butin the

— = e
z - =
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—
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What is FE’s attack

mode system?

Last weekend’s Ad
| Diriyah E-Prix featured
the first use of the
attack modein the
ABBFIA Formula E
championship.
Itisintended to
increase strategy and
overtaking options
in FE now that the
championship no
W longerfeaturescar
. swaps duringraces. ,
Drivers must travel ir‘l
- through an off-line i
activation zone, u
featuring three timing 3
sensors, after arming
the attack mode viaa |
! button on their steering
- wheelstoaccess ahigher
~ power mode of 225kW.

- The offline positioning =
- of theattack mode zone
isdesigned to ensure bl
drivers lose time before

| gettingaccess to the i
higher power mode. |
Teams are only
informed of the duration,
. minimum usage time
- andnumber of
~activations of the attack

L

L‘HANG;

futureIhopethey can contactusand

check with thedriversfirst.” - modeboostsystem one
Vergne and Techeetah team-mate ﬁ hour before eachrace. \

Andre Lotterer were also handed -~ Inthe AdDiriyahrace,

drivethrough penalties duringtherace " drivers were allowed -
having passed long-timeleader and to arm the system five
eventual winner, Antonio Felix da Costa. - timesasamaximum,

The offencerelated to a software with two activations of

four minutes permitted |
per driver. The system
ismandatory touse

- duringraces.

infringement which resulted in
powerregeneration exceedingthe
level defined within the FIA suppliers’
implementation guide.

OVUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

: theminto professional racing drivers.

: Ordonez enjoyed a 10-year career

: with Nissan that has included five Le

: Mans 24 Hours starts, outings in the
 Nurburgring 24 Hours, and spells in

: Super GT and the Blancpain GT Series...

McLaren Formula 1 test and reserve
driver Sergio Sette Camara will switch to
DAMS for his third season of Formula 2
in2019. He couldn’trepeat the race win
he achieved with MP Motorsportin2017
after moving to series returnee Carlin
for’18, but matched his McLaren F1
bound team-mate Lando Norris for pace
and finished sixth in the championship...
David Beckmann will drive for ART Grand Prix
inthe FIA Formula 3 Championshipin 2019.
He endured a difficult start in the GP3 Series
this season with Jenzer Motorsport, having
switched to the series after two campaigns

- in European Formula 3. But amove to Trident
: Racing for the fifth round of the season in

- Hungary brought success, and Beckmann

- scored three wins, a second place and

- two pole positions on his way to fifth in the

- standings... Lucas Ordonez, the first

- winner of gamer-to-racer contest GT

: Academy, is ending his decade-long

- relationship with Nissan. The 33-year-old :
- was the first-ever graduate of the Nissan- :
: backed GT Academy, backin 2008, which :
: was designed to take the top players

: from the PlayStation-exclusive video

- game franchise Gran Turismo and turn

Grand Tourtest driver Abbie Eaton, who has

: made clear her intention to run in Super2 next

season as a springboard into Supercars by
2021, will stay in Australia beyond Christmas
as she searches for the required budget. She

also completed her second testin a Supercars
: machine earlier this month in an outing with
: Matt Stone Racing at Queensland Raceway.

F1 champion Villeneuve to
return to full-time racing

Formula1world champion Jacques
Villeneuve will return toracing full-time
nextyearinthe NASCAR Euro Series.

Villeneuve, the 1997 champion with
Williams, made four NASCAR Cup
starts between 2007 and ’13, and has
also competedin the Trucksand Xfinity
categories that supportthe main series
plusNASCAR Canada.

The47-year-old made areturntoracing
thisyearinthe Americas Rallycross
Championshipinhisnative Canadaina
SubaruImpreza, morethantwoanda
half years after he was dropped by Venturi
duringthe2015/16 Formula E season.

Helast completed afull seasonin
2005 when he drove for Sauberin F1.

Villeneuverecently tested at the
Franciacorta circuitin Italy, and will
raceinthe Euro Series with the Go
FasRacing Ford Mustang outfit that
also competesinthe Cup series.

“Thad alot of fundiscoveringthe car
becauseitisreally similartowhatIwas

_

NASCAR Euro Series forVilleneuve

usedtoin NASCARintheUS,”

said Villeneuve, who also won the
Indianapolis 500in 1995 and the overall
CART title that year.

“You canreally driveithard and you
canwork alotonthecarandthat’s
alsoverynice.

“Returningfull-time is what matters
themosttome, becausel wanttobe part
of acomplete project and have a goal for
theentire season. I'mreallylooking
forwardtothefirstrace of 2019!”

Inaugural Jaguar I-PACE
elrophy victory for Evans

Simon Evans claimed victory in the
firstever Jaguar I-PACE eTrophy event,
prevailingin arace-longthree-way
fight for thelead tomake history.

Evans, elder brother of Jaguar FormulaE
ace Mitch, led from start tofinish, buthad
towork hard for his winin Saudi Arabia.

With qualifying having been rained off,
the starting order was decided by the free
practice session that took place on Friday
evening and meant that Evans was on pole.

Heled from Bryan Sellers almost
throughout, until Sergio Jimenez pulled off
agreatmove on Sellers to take second onthe
penultimate lap and earn a sniff at putting
the pressure on Evans up front, but the Kiwi
held on for alandmark win.

Brits Alice Powell e _
andKatherineLegge [l 25ttt
finished fifth and . -
sixthrespectively. - i

i W

Evansled from
start to finish

4 Super GT test commitments will

FormerF1 champion will still race at Le Mans again with SMP Racing
Button to miss Sebring and Spa 2019 WEC rounds

One-time Formula 1 champion
Jenson Button will skip both next
year’s Sebring and Spa World
Endurance Championship rounds.
Button, the 2009 F1 champion
and current Super GT title-holder,
skipped this year’s Spa WEC
racein May as it fell on the same
weekend as Super GT’s Fuji
race and the two events will
clash againin 2019.
Although Button was named
in SMP’s line-up on the initial
Sebring WEC entry list unveiled
earlier this month, the Russian
outfithas now confirmed that

Itmeans Button’s next WEC
outing will be the season-closing
Le Mans 24 Hours in June.

“It was always clear that it
wasn’t going to be easy to combine
my participation in the seasons
of WEC and Super GT,” said
Button, whois also joining Sky
Sports F'1 as a pundit next year.

“Atthe same time, torace for
SMP Racing -even if I would
have to miss certain rounds -
isagreat opportunity thatI
couldn’t pass up.

“The Shanghai podium is an
unbelievable achievement and
progress for our team, and we’ll
keep trying and working further
tosecure ever greater results.”

preclude him from racing in
the 1000-mile event in March.
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Monger’s BBC award
BRDC British Formula 3 frontrunner Billy
Monger was presented with the Helen Rollason
Award atthe BBC Sports Personality of the
Yearawards last weekend (December 16).
Named in honour of the first female presenter of
BBC's Grandstand who later died from cancer,
the award was given to Monger in recognition of
his sensational return to racing despite suffering
adouble legamputation followinga crashin
2017.Heachieved four podiums and a pole
position on his return with Carlin this season.

New F4 driver

Australian racer Bart Horsten has been
unveiled as Arden’s first British Formula 4
driverfor2019. The 16-year-old took three
podiums in the Australian Formula Ford
Championship this season but will now
switch toracing in F4.“l can’tthank Arden
enough for their help in making the move
to the UK and providing such a welcoming
environment,” he said. “l have huge
confidence in the team and what they

can achieve nextseason.”

Prize drive for Reid

More details have been announced about
Sunoco 240 Challenge winner Kyle Reid's prize
drive next year. The Mini Challenge Cooper

Pro champion will gettorace aBMW M4 GT4
alongside Toby Grahovec and Jayson Clunie in
afour-hour support race to the Daytona 24
Hours. “I've seen Kyle race on many occasions
and am confident that he will do a very good
job,"” said Anders Hildebrand, boss of Sunoco
fuel distributor AAOC. “I'm also very excited that
we have teamed up with Fast Track Racing/
Classic BMW team manager Toby Grahovec.”

Day will use an ex-Austin Audi A4

A new dawn, a new Day
for Alex in Touring Trophy

Touring car team HMS Racing will
run Alex Day in thenew Touring Car
Trophy with an ex-Rob Austin Audi A4.

Day, 19, hasbeen sharingthe Audiin
the Britcar Sprint Class this year with his
father Robert. BTCCrace winner Austin
has worked with the driver pairing before
and will continue tohave aninput.

“I'mreally excited tobejoining such
aprestigiousteam which has such vast
experience of the touring car scene,” said
Day. “Mydreamistoonedayraceinthe
BTCC, sothisisafantastic opportunity to
draw on the experience of HMS andlearn
allIcanfromRob[Austin] and the team.

“TCT also provides me with a perfect
stepping stone towards my long-term
ambition soI know 2019is goingtobean
exciting year,and I will be workingas
hard asIcantomakeitasuccessful year
aswell.Iam very fortunate to already
have experiencein a British touringcar,
atjust18yearsof age,and Il amrelishing
the opportunity tobuild on thatin amore
competitive environment.”

The Touring Car Trophy isnew for
2019.Itis the brainchild of former
BTCCracer Stewart Lines and starts
atDonington Park on April 14.

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Mick Walker

Tordoff

TORDOFF SIGNS UP WITH
AMD TEAM IN A HONDA

Championship runner-up in 2016 will partner Scot Butcher next year

By Matt James Butcher, 31, will return for a second
season with AmD. He took a best finish
of sixthin 2018.

Tordoff, who was the championship
runner-upin2016 with WSRina
BMW, wasarace winner thisyearin
aMotorbase Performance Ford Focus
onhisway to11thinthestandings.

Tordoff, 29, said: “I'm sure there will

be some people who are surprised by

Former series runner-up Sam
Tordoff will join Rory Butcherin
AmDTuning.com’s British Touring
Car Championship assaultin2019.
The pair will race the squad’snew
Honda Civic Type Rmachines, which
AmbD acquired from Eurotech Racing
attheend of the2018 campaign.

thismove and while thereis some appeal
ingoinginto2019asan underdog, the
realityisthatIhave oneaim andthatis
tofight forthe championship title.
“AmD have putalot of investment
intonot only getting the cars, butin
strengthening the team behind the
scenesinorder tomove tothenext
level and there can benoexcuses.”
Butcher, whois the brother-in-law of

three-time BTCC champion Gordon
Shedden, said: “You only havetolook at
the statsforthe Hondainrecent years
toseehow wellit has performed andon
paper, thereishuge potential forustodo
some bigthingsontrackin2019.It’sabig
stepupforboththeteamandI,andI'm
confident that this package will giveusa
great chance of success. It would be silly of
metonotaim for podiums andrace wins.”

BTCC return for Hill with Trade Price Racing’s Audi $3

Jake Hill will return to

the British Touring Car
Championshipgridin2019at
the wheel of a Trade Price
Racing Audi S3saloon.

Hill started this season driving
forthe Team Hard operation
inan VW CC, and finished
insecond place in the second
race of the season in wet-but-
drying conditions. However, he
split with the squad before the
middle of the season and was unable
toreturn to competition.

Hill previously raced the S3for Shaun
Hollamby’s AmDTuningin 2015ina
one-off outing. The 2019 operation will

berunbynew team Trade Price
Carsand overseen by AmD.

Hill, 24, said: “We have been
working non-stop since the
summer to get thingsin place
togetbackintothe BTCC, and
Tam absolutely buzzingto once
againbepart of this exciting
new project with Trade Price
CarsRacing.

“We’vehad atough year but
everythinghappensforareasonand
Tam morefocused, fitter, and more
determined than ever to succeed —this
will beafunride. Ireally, really liked
beingon the podium at BrandssoI’dlike
to getabitmore experienceof itin2019.”

Hills

plit with Team Hard last season but has already raced S3 in the past
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MG Motor UK has helped develop the new MG3 racer to be used next year

New MG3 car could spark standalone series hy 2020

The MG Car Club has been working
with MG Motor UK to develop anew
MGs3racerinabidtobringmore
modern carsintothe club.

Thefirstexample of therace-ready
MG3will be built by internsat SAIC
Motor Technical Centre UK —an offshoot
of MG’sowner-at Longbridge and will
raceintheinvitational class of the MG
Cup. If there’s sufficient interest, a full
standalone seriesis planned for 2020.

“Themainreason for doingitistwo-
fold,” said MGCC general manager
Adam Sloman. “First,it’stogeta
current MG on the grid with us. Right
through our history we’ve always had
acurrentMGaspartof our package.
Since MG-Rover collapsed we’ve not
had anything [new]sincetheZR.

“MG Motor havehadtoestablisha
dealernetwork and brand and made a

significantinvestmentin top-level
motorsport with touring cars so club-
level racing wasn’t apriority for them.
“Also, one of themain areastheclubis
lookingtoengage with is young members.
We wanted to work with MG so that we
can create somethingthatis affordable
and accessible to young people. If you're
afirst-timedriver, the ZR 190 could be a
bittoomuch. Buta105bhp MG3 that’s
quite closelyrelated to theroad caris
somethingthat’s more accessible.”
Sloman says that prospective drivers
canpick upan early accident-damaged
model for between £2000 and £3000
makingit cost-effective to enter.
“Theideais by this timenext year we
would’ve built enough carstowriteaset
of regulationsforits own series,” Sloman
added. “We’ve had some interestfrom
some universities about building cars.”

HAVERSHA
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Caldwell takes Gulf
12 Hours class win

Italian Formula 4 race-winner
Olli Caldwell took a class victory
on his GT debut contesting the
Gulf 12 Hours in AbuDhabi last
weekend, but plans to remain on
the single-seater ladder in 2019.

Sharing a Bullitt Racing
Mercedes-AMG GT4 with British
GTrace winner Ian Loggie and
Russian Oleg Kharuk, the
16-year-old Briton won by alap
on his first outing with a roof
since a half-season in Ginetta
Juniorin 2016, finishingin
20th overall.

Caldwell told MN that the event
was meant to be a “bit of fun” and
enjoyed the experience, despite
losing ABS during the second
portion of the two six-hour races.

“The first part of therace
wentreally well, there was a few
safety cars and I ended up doing
adouble stint, which was just
over two hours, so alotlonger
thanI’ve everdrivenin one
g0,” he explained.

“After the second start, Ian did
his first stint and about 20 minutes
intomy stint the ABS failed,
which was quite unsettling, but
after Iadjusted quite quickly.”

Caldwell added that he
“wouldn’t say no” to doing more
enduranceracing, although his
ambition remains Formula 1.

He has tested a GP3 car and
plans to take a step up from F4,
but has yet to decide between
the F1-supporting FIA F3 and
re-named Formula European
Masters series on the DTM bill.

Mercedes-AMG GT3will beraced

Full-time British GT
return for ABBA Racing

Team ABBA Racing will returntothe
British GT championshipforafull
seasonnext year afteritspartial 2018
campaign was curtailed by fire damage
at SpaindJuly.

AMG factory driver Adam
Christodoulouand Richard Neary
will again drive the Mercedes-AMG
GT3,which hasbeenrepaired after the
dramaticfire caused Christodoulouto
spend anightin hospital for treatment on
burnstohishandsand smokeinhalation.

Thepairingfirstappearedin 2017 when
Christodoulou took over from the retiring
Martin Shortmid-season, but only made
two appearances this term—failingto
finish on both occasions—while Neary
concentrated onracingin Britcar.

Christodoulouis determined to set
theteam’srecent poorluck asideand
capitalise onits experience of thecar.

“The carnow beinginitsthird yearis
to our advantage, hopefully we can take
advantage of theirlack of experience
with the new carsoutthere,” said
Christodoulou, ahead of hisfirst
national campaign since winning the
2008 Formula Renault 2.0 UK title.

“Wehavetouseeverythingtoour
advantage, we’ll be working hard over
the winter doing plenty of testingand
fine-tune the carmore.”

Christodoulou will miss the first of
two visitsto Donington Park duetoa
clash with the Nurburgring 24 Hours.

New McLaren led .
before problem_s e .,

Ben Barnicoatis confident the

new McLaren 720S GT3 will shine
in customer hands next year after a
starring performance onits debut
in the Gulf 12Hoursin Abu Dhabi
last weekend.

The McLarenfactory driver has
been developing the successortothe
650S with fellow factory drivers Joe
Osborne and Rob Bell, and was chosen
topartnerformer McLaren GT works
drivers Shane van Gisbergen and
Alvaro Parente in a works-entered
car for the season-ending enduro.

Photos: Jakob Ebrey
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The 720S was leading with two
hoursto go when aminorright-front
damper problemresulted inalong
pitstopforrepairsthat cost it fourlaps
and demoted the crew to eighth, but
Barnicoat said McLaren had taken
encouragement fromits performance.

“Itwasfrustratingthat [the
suspension problem] happened but
tobe ableto perform as strongly as
we did against Audis and Ferraris,
which are well-renowned cars, was
incredible and gives me alot of
confidence,” he told MIV.

E
i

“Weranthe carinfull FIA-spec
because the objective wastorunitas
customers will have it next year and
getasmuch information as we could,
whichIthink we did a very goodjob of.”

The outgoing 650S wasrenowned for
beingtricky todrive on the limit, sothe
new car hashad significant suspension
and geometry changestomakeitmore
stable and easier for Am driversto
use. Barnicoat believes thereis still
“moreonthetableforustobehad”
and added that development will be
ongoing throughout next year

when thefirst cars are delivered.
Meanwhile, the new Aston Martin
Vantage GT4had atroubled debut
in AbuDhabi after damage from an
openinglap collision condemned the
works-prepared car driven by Mark
Farmer, Tom Canning, Ollie Wilkinson
and Adrian Willmott to alowly finish.
The Kessel Racing Ferrari 488
GT3driven by Alessandro Pier
Guidi, Davide Rigon and Michael
Broniszewski capitalised on McLaren’s
misfortune totake the team’sfourth
straight wininthe event.

The final laps of the Rockingham Motor Speedway were completed lastThursday (December 13) as the
circuit preparesto close atthe end of the year.IndyCar driver Max Chilton and 2019 McLaren Formula 1
racer Lando Norris both took to Carlin GP2 machines and performed donuts and burnouts on the start-
finish straight. Also there was the new-for-2019 Revolution Prototype, driven by James Abbott, that will
be distributed from next yearand used ina variety of series.The venue will now be closed to motorsport
asitbecomes a storage facility for defleet cars, a testing venue and hold auctions.

Ginetta Junior series

move for In2Racing

Porsche Carrera Cup GBregular In2Racing
will expand into Ginetta Junior next year,
plottingamulti-car entry.

The team, which competed in British GT
in2017and has been on the Carrera Cup
grid since 2006, has signed Junior TKM
karterZak Taylor asitsfirst driver.

In2racerswill also getachancetotestthe
team’s Carrera Cup car at the end of 2019.

“The Junior Championshipisaproven
training ground for young aspiring drivers
toshowcase their talents at a high-profile
level,” said team boss Nick Dudfield.

“With drivers of the calibre of Lando
Norrislearningtheirtradeinthe series
and McLaren Autosport BRDC Award
winner Tom Gamble arace winnerin 2017.”

Other Clio models allowed to race in Clio Cup Series

The Michelin Clio Cup Series will be
opened uptoawiderange of Clio
models next season following the
addition of a Sport Series class.
Previously the category has only
allowed third-generation Clios split
betweenits Race and Road Series
classes. Now the extra division will
allow second and fourth-generation
Clios to compete—with both Renault
Sport-built Clios and road car
conversions, limited to 220bhp, eligible.
Thisis significant given the 2019

season marks thefinal one with the
current fourth generation carin the
Renault UK Clio Cup so those cars can
now berehomed in the Michelin series.
“Theaim of thenew Sport Seriesis
to give the many fans of the car amore
open series where modified road cars
canraceagainst Renault Sportfactory-
builtrace carsall with like minded
people, inafriendly and relaxed

atmosphere - wereally want to celebrate

the Clio ‘family’,” said championship
promoter Richard Colburn.

Older modls, like pictured above,can compete in new Sport Series class
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Da Costa leads
away from pole

ormula E may
have anewlook,

Nissan e.damsdriver afew tours
later, butdown theinside, on

Ithad been aspirited drive from
Lopez, but he was undone by the

rules and many lap12o0f 33. entry tothe attack mode zone. “I Round 1/12, Ad Diriyah (SA), December15, 331aps-51.510miles
unfamiliar The Techeetah drivers then closed tried to go alittle wider and got POS | DRIVER | CAR |TIME
drivers for inonda Costa. First, despite the ontothedust, I never expected it to 1 | Antonio FelixdaCosta(POR) | BMW-BMW FE.18 46m?29.377s
the2018/19 BMW driver’sfierce defence, Vergne bethatbad,” he explained. “Idida 2 |Jean-Eric Vergne (FRA) | DS Techeetah-DS E-Tense FE19 |+0.462s
championship, repeated histrickaround theoutside = mistake there and misjudged the 3 [Jerome d’Ambrosio (BEL) | Mahindra Racing-MahindraM5Electro | +4.033s
butitsracing was astight and of Turn18totakethelead. An situation.I went wide and I touched 4 |Mitch Evans (NZL) Jaguar-Jaguar|-TYPE 3 +5.383s
unpredictable asever. immediate season five win for the the wall with the rear -nothard, 5 |Andre Lotterer (DEU) DS Techeetah-DS E-Tense FE19 |+5.579s
Not unexpectedly, BMW Andretti season four champion looked on. but enough to have some damage.” 6 |Sebastien Buemi(CHE) |Nissane.Dams-NissanIMO1 +6.625s
claimed pole position. The squad had ATecheetah 1-2also appeared Lopezlimped on for afew more 7 |OliverRowland (GBR) | Nissan e.Dams-NissanIMO1 +9.105s
topped all three days of pre-season likely eight lapslater when Lotterer laps but eventually stopped at 8 |Daniel Abt(DEU) Audi Sport Abt-Audie-tron FEO5 |+9.819s
testing and again showed good top- shot by da Costa on the straight Turn 14 onlap 26, which triggered a 9 |LucasdiGrassi(BRA) Audi Sport Abt-Audi e-tron FE05 |+10.936s
end speed to claim the top spoton opposite the pit garagestotake virtual safety car that then became 10 |NelsonPiquetJr(BRA) |Jaguar-Jaguarl-TYPE3 +11.564s
the grid, through damp and greasy second goingintoTurn1. afull safety carinterruption. This 11 [|SamBird (GBR) Virgin Racing-Audie-tron FEO5  |+11.747s
conditions onthestill-dryingtrack, Butthentheraceturnedonits closed the pack up, with da Costa 12 |Robin Frijns (NLD) Virgin Racing-Audie-tron FEO5  |+12.189s
with Antonio Felix da Costa. head. Both Techeetah drivers were immediately activating hisfirst 13 |Oliver Turvey (GBR) NIO-NIO 004 +13.104s
Hetransformed pole intoa debut handed drivethrough penaltiesfor attack mode usage asheran ahead 14 |Tom Dillmann (FRA) NIO-NIO 004 +14.273s
FE winfor BMW —itisnow afull going over the maximum permitted of D’Ambrosio and Vergne. When 15 |[Maximilian Gunther (DEU) | Dragon Racing-Penske EV-3 +16.161s
works FE manufacturer, although power whileusingregen. Thisisa theracerestarted for afour-lap dash 16 |Stoffel Vandoorne (BEL) | HWA-Venturi VFE-05 +20.013s
Andrettistillownsthe entry-butit breachof article27.90of FE’ssporting  totheflag, both da Costa and Vergne 17 |Felipe Massa (BRA) Venturi-Venturi VFE-05 +43.610s
wasn’t straightforward. First, da regs andrelatestoasoftwareissue used their second attack mode 18 |AlexanderSims(GBR) | BMW-BMWIFE.18 +47.712s
Costahadtoreverseintohisgridspot  resultingin power regeneration activationsjust before the safety car 19 |EdoardoMortara(CHE) | Venturi-Venturi VFE-05 -1 lap
ashewas “lookingat the wrongline exceeding thelevel defined within camein. The disruption meantall R |JoseMarialLopez(ARG) | Dragon Racing-Penske EV-3 25 laps/accident damage
onthefloor soImisplaced my the FIA suppliers’ software the drivers could push flat out to the R |GaryPaffett(GBR) HWA-Venturi VFE-05 9 laps/accident damage
caralittlebit”,and thatleft him implementation guide. The penalties  end, although many reckoned the R |FelixRosenquist(SWE) | Mahindra Racing-MahindraM5Electro |8 laps/transmission

pointing towards the wall on the
left of thetrack.

Thatproved tobenobother, though,
asheshotoff thelineandintothe
lead, while behind him, Sebastien
Buemi battled by Jose Maria Lopez
totake second around the outside of
thefirst corner.

Da Costa consolidated hislead
duringtheearlylaps, as Jean-Eric
Vergne and his DS Techeetah team-
mate Andre Lotterer passed Lopez
and closedin on Buemi. Vergne
seized second with a spectacular pass
ontheoutside of theright-hand Turn
18—thetrack’smain overtaking spot,
where Lotterer alsodemoted the

Lotterer had to serve a drivethrough during race

handed da Costathelead back ahead
of Lopez and Jerome d’Ambrosio,
who had risen up from sixth on the
grid, with Vergne and Lotterer
rejoining fifth and seventh.
Buttheduoroared back towards
thefront of therace. In the closing
stages, theylowered the fastestlap
benchmark three times (twice for
Vergne and once, finally, with
Lotterer)-Techeetah setit15times
outof 27 overall, with BMW the
nextbestonsix-tocloseinonthe
top three. Their charge was aided
by Lopez stopping with abroken
leftrear suspension, just after
Vergne had moved into third.

'-l'l

Bl FORILA £ s

event was not particularly energy
limited in any case.

Da Costa scampered clear
while Vergne was busy demoting
D’Ambrosiotothird. Atthe start
of thefinallap, the Portuguese
driver’slead was 1.507s, but that
wasjust0.462s at the finish.

“Iwasnotactually stressed
until the second last corner where
Iwasn’texpecting himto be that
close,” adelighted da Costa said
afterwards. “Itook iteasy on the
lastlapjusttobringit home and
thenIlooked inthe mirror and he
wasright there. I waslike ‘jeez
Ishould have kept pushing on

D’Ambrosio collected a podlum flmsh for Mahmdra

2;10 Piquet 1.

Winner’s average speed 66.479mph. Fastest lap Lotterer 1m12.591s (76.854mph).

Qualifying 1 da Costa Tm17.728s; 2 Lopez Tm18.113s; 3 Buemi 1m18.269s; 4 Vandoorne 1Tm18.490s; 5 Vergne Tm18.571s; 6
dAmbrosio Tm19.077s; 7 Lotterer Tm19.317s; 8 Evans 1m19.712s; 9 Paffett 1m19.929s; 10 Mortara Tm20.330s*; 11 Sims 1m20.367s;
12 Abt 1m20.385s; 13 Massa 1Tm20.407s; 14 Rowland 1m20.849s; 15 Piquet 1m21.489s; 16 Gunther 1m21.883s; 17 Rosenqvist
1m?23.037s; 18 di Grassi Tm25.104s; 19 Bird 1m29.625s; 20 Frijns 1m31.566s; 21 Turvey; 22 Dillmann. *Three-place grid penalty.
CGhampionship 1 da Costa 28; 2 Vergne 18; 3 d’Ambrosio 15; 4 Evans 12; 5 Lotterer 11; 6 Buemi 8; 7 Rowland 6; 8 Abt 4; 9 di Grassi

thatlap’ but he was stillnot
closeenough.”

BMW motorsport boss Jens
Marquardt called the victory a
“historic” moment for the
manufacturer. “To bring[BMW'’s
hard work] onto the race track
herein Riyadh for the first time and
have thefirst victory from pole
straightaway,” he continued, “you

definitely can’t have it any better.”
D’Ambrosio completed the
podium ahead of alate-charging
Mitch Evans (Jaguar), Lotterer,
Buemi, and Nissan’s Oliver
Rowland, who was the top
placed rookie. Nelson Piquet
rounded outthe top 10 behind a
disappointed Audi pair, Daniel
Abtand Lucas di Grassi.

Champion Vergne
tracked the leader
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‘Morgan makes
it to the end’

Against all odds, below

Photos: Paul Lawrence

COLLIS

Age: 32 Lives: Chesterfield
Silver Fern-winning co-driver

He’sanace co-driver
“I've beenrallying for 15 years and
| started as soon as | could, mainly
co-driving. I've driven on a couple
of single-venues and a few road
rallies. I've just bought a stage
rally Vauxhall Astra to start doing
abitmore next year. But 'l still be
co-driving for Matthew Robinson
in his historic Escort Mk2.”

Theywon the Silver Fern
“The Silver Fern Rallyin New
Zealand last month was literally
mind-blowing. To understand the
roads you'd have to go and have
alookatit yourself. There are fresh-
airdrops and the road surfaces
areincredible. The people want
you there and they are so friendly.
Itis a superb country.”

Itwasn’teasy

“We went off on the third day ata
very, very deceptive corner. We
were the first car on the road and

it was just one of those things.
Shane Murland, in the second

car, followed us in and | thought
he was going to land on top of us.
We then needed to change the
engine because the cam belt had
jumped when we left the road. The
rally came back to us when Roger
Chilman broke a halfshaft, but that's
all part of rallying. Ina 40-mile rally
it would have been game over.”

Maps were achallenge
“Then, because we were leading
by so much we felt like sitting
ducks because it was ours to
lose. We'd have rather been 30s
behind and chasing. The mapsin
New Zealand are nothing like as
good as we have here.”

Itwasamassive win

“l can't tellyou what it meant to
win. There was a lot of emotion:
like nothing either of us has felt. It
was like a weight had been lifted
because we'd spent three days
nursing alead. We went through
the final stage, the Motu Road, and
afterabout eight miles Matthew
said: ‘am | driving fast enough?’
You hear every rattle and Matthew
had convinced himself that the

propshaft was coming off!

 Hill was a giantkiller
| at Silverstone in July

HILLREUNITED WITH
LOTUS ELAN 26R

BTCC racer signs up for 2019 Masters Gentleman Drivers series

By Paul Lawrence

British Touring Car
Championship racer Jake
Hill will dovetail aseason
inaLotus Elan 26R with
his other commitments
after making an impressive
appearance atthe
Silverstone Classicin July.
BRDCRising Star Hill has
beeninvited to share the same
Elanhetook toamemorable
victoryinthe Gentleman
Drivers’race at Silverstone as

hefended off the best AC Cobras,

TVRsand Jaguar E-types.

Combe will highlight 1960s

Atthetime, the Elan was
owned by Richard Wheeler
and now the new owner Rob
Fennhasasked Hill toshare
the carinthe 2019 Masters
Gentleman Drivers’ series. Fenn
isswitchingfrom the Lotus Cup
UKtoracethecarunderthe
wing of John Danby Racing.

“I'gotacall from David Fenn
afewdaysagoand he asked if
Iwouldbeinterestedinracing
with Rob and working with them
andIjumpedatthechance,”
said Kent-based Hill. “Ican’t
thank David enough for the
opportunity, and for believing

inmeand whatIcando.I'd
lovetodevelop acareerin
historicracingalongsidemy
BTCC campaign, sothisisa
superb opportunity.”

Hill’s victoryat Silverstone
was widely regarded as one
of the drives of thehistoric
season and showcased his
speed and versatility. “Winning
inthe Elan at the Classic was
one of the highlights of my
career, soto haveachanceto
drive on somany legendary
circuitsin one of my favourite
cars with fantastic people will
beincredible,” said Hill,

H111 Stand out dr1ve 1 18

Castle Combe to roll hack to the 1960s with Autumn Classic event

Heroes of the 1960s will take
centre stage at the eighth
Castle Combe Autumn Classic
on Saturday October 5.

Theevent willincludea
celebration of 50 years of Formula
Ford at the Wiltshire track, 60
years of Marcosand around of

Allingham for Ford Escort Mk2 in Barbados

Three-time Welsh Rally
champion Alex Allingham
will join the historic scene for
nextyear’s Sol Rally Barbados
after acceptingan invitation to
drive the Weir Rallying Ford
Escort Mk2.

Allingham and co-driver Ross
Weir are thefirst new overseas
competitors confirmed for the
30thrunning of the high-profile
event, organised by the Barbados
Rally Club. Last year, Weir
co-droveforthe car’sbuilder,

Dave Jenkins, on the way to
29th overall on the car’s debut,
despiteengineissuesin the
high ambient temperatures.
Allingham started hisrallying
career backin2001ina1600cc
Escort Mk2but has done most of
hiseventsin SubaruImprezas.
Team patron and former
competitor Rob Weir said: “We’re
excited tohave Alexaspartof the
team. With our new Jondel engine
installed and tested, we feel
they’reawinning combination.”

the Historic Racing Drivers’
Club’snew Classic Alfa Challenge.
In 1969, the Castle Combe
Formula Ford Championship
was created as thefirst circuit-
based championship in British
motorracing. The inaugural
champion was Bryan Sharp

(Merlyn Mk11)and 50 years of
the category will be celebrated.

Meanwhile, the circuit’s
heroes of the 1960s will be
remembered, including saloon
carracerslike Vince Woodman,
Brian Cutting, Geoff Mabbs and
Richard Longman.

Appendix K series to grow next season

Eight events covering amix
of sprint and pitstop races
have been unveiled for the
second season of the Equipe
Pre’63 series for Appendix K
FIA sportscars.
Firstlaunched for the
2018 season, the new series
rapidly gained support and
next year’s calendar takes
in the grand prix circuits at

Silverstone and Brands Hatch.

John Pearson from Equipe
Classic Racing said: “The
first season surpassed all
our expectations, achieving
an average of 27 cars per
race, which is a fantastic
result when you consider
just how many options
there are for racing these
cars. Early indications
for 2019 point to bumper
grids and close racing.”

Full Monte attack
Blue Diamond Riley Services will
field a six-car team comprising
five classic Rileysand an MGTC
inthe Monte Carlo Classique
Rally at the end of January. The
cars, ranging from a 1931 Riley 9
Tourer to the 1949 MG will start
from Clydebank on January 30.

LeJogmedals

Just four crews from 70 starters won
Gold Medals on the recent LeJog, the
Land's Endto John O'Groats Classic
Reliability Trial. When the crews arrived
atthe top of Scotland, those with the
top performances were Noel Kelly/
Pete Johnson (Volvo 122S), Roger
Tushingham/Amy Henchoz (MGB GT),
Paul Bloxidge/lan Canavan (Porsche
911) and Richard White/Bernard
Northmore (Porsche 924S).

Canadians prevail
After more than 4000 miles, the
big winners in the inaugural Rally
Round Africa were Canadians
David and Barbara Berks (1929
Chrysler75) and Australians Steve
and Ruth Lambert (BMW 2002).
The 1955 Morgan +4 of Jeremy
Holden and Victoria Olivertook
third in the Pre '66 class aswell as
the ‘Against All Odds' award after
overcoming car breakdowns.

Arxctic will begin
The 4300-mile 16-day Arctic Circle
Rally will start on June 13 2020 from
the historic city of Potsdam), just to
the south-west of Berdin. Run by
Classic Events, the event already
has entries from across Europe.

Trial is full

Fifty entries are expected forthe
final Historic Sporting Trial of the
year, the Historic Plum Pudding
Trial on Saturday December28.
The event will be held near
Petersfield in Hampshire.

White’s award
Grahame White has been appointed
as an Honorary Life President ofthe
Historic Sports Car Club to mark the
end of his time as the club’s chief
executive officer. White has held the
role for over 20 years and will stand
down fromthe end of December.

Studebaker sale
Therare 1965 Studebaker Lark
Daytona 500 most recently raced
by Nick Whale will be offered
forsale by his Silverstone
Auctions’s operation at Autosport
International in January. As the
only racing example in Europe,
the 430bhp touring car has been
invited to compete at Goodwood
five times. It has an auction
estimate of £100,000 to £130,000.

Lark Daytona 500 is a rarity |
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Norwegian driver
came under threat

By David Evans

Hyundai tried to alter
Andreas Mikkelsen’s
contractahead of the 2019
World Rally Championship
season, investigating the
chance to reduce his number
of outings in the series.
Motorsport Newsunderstands
Hyundaihadlooked atthe
potential for reducing Mikkelsen’s
programme-atheory backed
by aninitial reluctance from
management to confirm the 29-year-
old’sprecise programme in 2019.
Mikkelsen endured his toughest
seasoninthe WRCin 2018, failing
towinarally while hisfull-time
team-mate Thierry Neuville won
three times andled the drivers’
championship for seven rounds.
The Belgian only lost his title bid
onthefinalroundin Australia,
endingthe season second while
Mikkelsen was a distant sixth,
117 points behind him.
Sourcesinside theteam have
talked of frustrations building with
Mikkelsen and hislack of pace.

Sincereturningfromthefinal
round in Coffs Harbour, there
havebeen aseries of robust
meetings between Mikkelsen
and theteam management. An
upturninform, pace and results
isexpected fromnext month’s
Monte CarloRally onwards.

The Norwegian said he would
be ‘regrouping’ through the winter
andlookingtotakelessonsfrom
thisseason.

Teammanager Alain Penasse
admitted more was expected
from hissquad’s second full-time
driverinthenew year.

“It’sbeen atough yearfor
Andreas,” Penasse told M.

“Andit’sclearthatlast year
wasnot the one he expected or we
expected overall. Wehave had
some debriefings after thelast
round of the championshipand
we will work togethertofinda
better way. We will seein Monte
Carloif he has taken something
outof thesediscussions.”

Asked directly if he would be
contestingall 14rounds alongside
Neuville, Penassereplied: “Yes, all

14. It was a very easy decision
because we have the contractand
we want torespect the contract.”
Mikkelsen told MNhe had work
todo, saying: “It’s very important
formetogetmyformback.I'm
working with this team next year,
soit’simportantfor meto get out
of thisbad spiralthatI'mat. At
everyrally [we had aproblem],
Itried harder tomakeupforiton
thenextone.IguessIneedjust
onegoodresultandthenIcan
relaxagain, maybeI’m thinking
toomuch about thedriving.”
Along with Sebastien Loeb, Dani
Sordo wasannounced asa Hyundai
driver for next season last week.
The Spaniard will tackle the eight
rallies Loebmisses, but presumably
hisdeal could shrinkif the team’s
new superstar Frenchman wants
more WRCaction.
Sordourged Hyundaitotake
the positivesfrom thelast five
years and use themin 2019.
“Ifeltthat 2018 was one of my
most competitive seasons,” said
Sordo. “We know that when
things work in our favour we can

really be strong contenders. Itis
importantforustolearnfrom

the difficult moments and come
back stronger —that’stheaim
for2019. We have an exciting crew
line-up with Sebastien comingon
board. He brings animmeasurable
amount of experience which

will be ahuge benefit to the entire
team as we move forward.”

Team principal Michel Nandan
will be keen toforget 2018 and look
towards the new year, and starting
the season with a former Monte
CarloRally winnerin hisline-up.

“Ultimately, our goalis to win
the WRCltitle,” said Nandan.

“Webelieve we have the
packagetoachieve that,and our
composition of crewsfor 2019
will perfectly reflect that ambition.
Weare also happy toretainthe
services of Danifor another year,
extending a positive working
relationship thatdatesback to
2014. With Thierry and Andreas
already on the books fornext
season, we have an exciting
mix of personalitiesand a
complementary line-up.”
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Mikkelsen underperformed in WRC in 2018

Paddon dropped, uncertain future

Sebastien Loeb’s
decision toreturn
to the World Rally
Championship has
forced Hayden Paddon
to consider his time in
the series could be up.
Paddon was on
the brink of being
announced alongside
Dani Sordo on a part-
programme when an
11th-hour agreement
was made with nine-
time champion Loeb.

Hyundai offered Paddon

a single outing for
2019, but he declined
the offer (see column).

For the first time in
adecade, the 2011
PWRC champion faces
aseason without any
WRC action.

Paddon admitted the
news was tough to
take, saying: “The last
few months have been

mentally very difficult.

There have been many
discussions in the
background, we were

promised and told many

things which haven’t

come to fruition.
“After the signing of

Sebastien Loeb we’ve

been left high and

dry-aseat [and]

position which

was planned

we had after

several months §

of discussions. ]

We were i\

offered just

onerally,

which in

every one’s

best interests —that’s
not an option for us.

“Naturally we are very
disappointed, but at the
same time understand
that can be the reality
of professional sport.
We can be proud of what
we achieved and hold
our head high.

“We were always told
it was impossible for a
Kiwi to be in the WRC.
Not only did we get
there, we won arally
and have eight podiums,
[which]is some nice
success that we can
reflect on and was not
possible without the
belief and help of so
many people in NZ.

Of course, I feel like
we could have achieved
more but you can’t
spend life reflecting

on the ‘what ifs’.

“This is certainly
not the end,” he said.
“Rallying is in my blood
andit’s just a matter
toregroup and plan
the next steps. We have
some nice ideas [and]
projects that we will try
and putin place to take
on the world with our

own Kiwi team.

“I’'m still

competitive,

I’m still
“motivated, I
_still want to

drive and I still

want to win!”
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Paddonousted
from Hyundai
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Is M-Sport heading
for WRC sunset?

Bl i

” M-Sport will seek an extension
tothe FIA’sFriday deadline
for entry to the World Rally
Championshipasitbattles
tosaveitsfutureintheseries.

WRC manufacturers have
to confirm their entries with
the governingbody by Friday
afternoonforinclusioninnext
year’s world championship.
M-Sportteam principal
Malcolm Wilson said histeam
isnotinapositiontodothat.

Despitelifting back-to-back
drivers’ titles with Sebastien
Ogier and winninglast year’s
manufacturers’ crown, the
Cumbriansquadisoutof
cash ahead of 2019.

“Idon’tthink peoplereally

-t
|

PORT FIGHTING FOR WR
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understand how close we are,”
Wilson told MN. “Thave
contacted the FIA and explained
tothem that, right now, I simply
can’tcommitto2019. Wedon’t
have the necessary resource
tocompeteandIdon’tsee

that changingby Friday.

“It goes without saying that
we’re workingflat-out on this
and there are somethingsin
the pipeline, butI've beenin
thissportlongenoughto
understand thatthedeal’s
notdoneuntilthemoney’s
inthebank.”

Wilson admitted funding
thelasttwo years with Ogier
had cost M-Sport.

“Don’tgetmewrong,” he

said, “Iwouldn’tchangeathing
andI’ddoitagain. Towin three
of thefour titles, five of the six
including the co-drivers’ titles
for Julien [Ingrassia] was
an absolutely outstanding
achievement for a [private]
teamlike ours.
“Movingforward, one thing
Iam simply not prepared to
doisriskthefuture of the
company.Iwalk around the
factory hereandIsee300
facesthatrely on M-Sport’s
future being safeguarded -
they’re moreimportant to
methan competingin the
World Rally Championship
for another season.
“LikelIsaid, we're working

onitand we’re working with
the FIA.Idesperately wantto
bethereandI'lldoasmuchas
possible to make sure we are.
ButIwon’trisk everything.”

M-Sporthas competed on
every WRCround at the sport’s
highestlevel since taking over
Ford’s WRC participationin
1997 and won seven world titles
inthattime.

Toyota, Hyundaiand Citroen
will all confirm their entries
withthe FIA on Friday
(December 21), along with their
entriesforroundone. Fridayis
alsothe closingdatefor Monte
Carlo Rally entries, with the
entrylist published by the round
oneorganiserondJanuary11.

Bottas to make rally debut in WRC Fiesta

Valtteri Bottas will follow
in the footsteps of fellow
Finnish Formula 1

greats Keke Rosberg,

Mika Hakkinen and Kimi
Raikkonen when he

starts next month’s Arctic
Lapland Rally in a current-
spec World Rally Car.

The 29-year-old will drive
aFord Fiesta WRC on the
Rovaniemi-based event with
two-time world champion
Timo Rautiainen co-driving
for him. Ahead of the January
24-26 event, the Finn will
complete two days of
testing in the Arctic Circle.

M-Sport’s deputy team
principal Rich Millener
is confident Bottas won’t
let himself down.

Hesaid: “We met Valtteri
at the start of this season
when we were in Monte Carlo
and he made it clear what he
wanted to do. He’s done a lot
of karting with [Citroen

WRC driver] Esapekka Lappi
and I think this is something
he’s always wanted to do.

“What will be tough for him
—and we’ve seen this with
the likes of Kimi Raikkonen
and Robert [Kubica] is
learning pacenotes. But he’s
got Timo [Rautiainen] there
tohelp him.”

As well as the pacenotes,
the weather conditions will
play a big part in his debut
on the stages.

“Consistent conditions
would really help,” said
Millener. “Ideally there
will be a lot of snow, big
snowbanks and lots of good,
hardice on theroad. If he
gets those conditions, he’ll
find the grip’s at areally high
level and he’ll learn quickly.
If it’s a bit warmer and he
starts to lose some studs
from the tyres because there’s
gravel coming through the
ice, thenit could be tough.”

"OBITUARY

Steve Bagnall

Motorsport Newsissadto
reportthe death of former
Audiand Volkswagen team
manager Steve Bagnall.

One of Britishrallying’skey
figures through the 1980s and
1990s, Bagnall was responsible
forbringing Audi’s stars from
the world stage to these shores—
includingabrace of British Open
outings on the Ulster and Manx
Rallies for Michele Moutonin
the sensational Sport quattro E2.

Volkswagen’s success through
the BRC’s Formula 2 eraowed
much toBagnall and drivers
like Mark Higgins and Alister
McRaebothreadily accept
theirroute tothetop of the
sport would have been more
difficult without Bagnall.

McRaeremembershistime
with VW and Bagnall’s SBG
team fondly —especially their

'WRC liveries to he revealed at Autosport International

Citroen and Hyundaiare livery similar tothis year, Autosport International
expectedtorevealall-new  but ‘Super Saturday’ isamazingforus.But,
liveries for next year’s January 12 willbethe even moreimportantly,
WorldRally Championship firsttimetomeetthe it’'samazingforthefansto
attheseasonlaunch at Japanesefirm’snew have the chancetoshare
AutosportInternational. British crew Kris Meeke inthismoment.”

A third new colour and Seb Marshall. Fansattending ASIon
scheme will also be Eventsdirector Kate Thursday and Friday will
unveiled by British team Woodley said: “Thelivery have the opportunity to
M-Sport, if the Cumbrian unveilis such an exciting look atall four factory cars
firm commitstotheseries  partof theseasonandto in their2018liveries.
(seeseparate story). have all the World Rally Tickets forthe show

Defendingmanufacturer ~Championshipteams are available from
champion Toyota Gazoo showingtheir colours autosportinternational.
Racingisexpectedtoruna forthefirsttimeat com.

test for the Donegal Rally in 1996.

McRaesaid: “Our first Tarmac
test wasin Ireland and the reason
forusingthe particularroad was
because Steve said thelocal pub
had the best Guinness anywhere
intheworld. After thefirstday
of testingl had to godown with
him and was allowed one pint as
we were testingthenextday. I
picked up the pintand he nearly
knocked me off my seat saying
“Young McRae putitback onthe
bar. Youmustletitrestsoitcan
reach thezenith of its creamy
excellence’. A great guy who
wasinstrumental in getting
meintothe WRC, heloved
hismotorsport.”

Higginsadded: “He wasa
fantastic character, boss and
friend. They don’t make them
like Steve anymore.”

David Evans
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“Paddon didn’t @
deserve to lose |
Hyundai seat”

ubbish week that last one.
Glad to berid of it. Heard the
news that Steve Bagnall and
Maurice Nagle had passed,
two fellas forwhom | had

the greatest of respect. Can’t
move on here without mentioning the fear
factor with Baggers as well, he scared me
rigid through the early part of my career.

And so it remained, right up until my first trip to the
Essen Motor Show with him. After that, everything
was simpler, more straightforward. Largely because
Iremained comprehensively anaesthetised from the
amount of Guinness consumed.

Maurice, | met much more recently, but what a genuinely
lovely bloke and so rightly and justifiably proud of Paul
and his entire family. Both willbe much missed.

I hope it doesn’t sound trite to move on to another
person who will be missed, if not in the ultimate
sense, but Hayden Paddon’s demise was another
source of despondency for me last week.

The news that Sebastien Loeb had signed for
Hyundaiwas, of course, fantastic fromarally
Jjournalist’s perspective. But once the deal was
announced, the more | talked and the more | thought
about it, the more confused | became. What does this
say about the South Korean firm's WRC ambitions?

Short-term, there's no doubt he will raise the
potential for seeing an i20 Coupe WRC on the
podium more regularly. Butlonger-term?Is Loeb
the answer, I'm not so sure.

I've rarely felt so conflicted on such a question. |
sympathise hugely with the view that Loeb and Dani
Sordo have had their go and they need to move on
and let lads like Paddon get afair go.

But then, when it comes to Monte, I'll be at the
front of the queue to see how Loeb’s shakedown
time compares. He will, undoubtedly, offer another
fascinating angle to what's shapingup tobe a
classic 2019 story.

Loeb brings massive potential and a very safe pair
of hands. So maybe keep him and ditch Dani. But
then Sordo had his best season in years while the
guillotine hung over his neck through 2018. The
same could be said for Paddon, Hyundai's second
best scorer in terms of returning points perrally.

Hayden did absolutely nothing wrong last year.

He followed team instructions to the letter and
delivered. And this is the thanks he gets.

Before I'm done with this column for this year,
maybe we should tackle the elephant that's popped
inand out of the room over the last 12 months.
Andreas Mikkelsen.

I'm baffled at how Paddon’s shown the door after
what's been a shocking season forthe Norwegian.
Sure, we can look up fastest times here or great
splits there, but, on the results of 2018, Mikkelsen
doesn’t deserve his seat next year. There are afew
inthe team who genuinely fear that he'llever come
to terms with the 20 Coupe WRC.

That said, nobody will want to turn things around
more than Mikkelsen. And he doesn't have to look
toofar backin history to remember the pain of
rejection. If those two elements don't serve to carry
him back to the podium’s top step then he must go.

Andif he does, feel free to call me Michel Nandan:
I've got the number of a Kiwiwho can fly.

L/
<, AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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New co-driver

training scheme

British Rally Championship
co-driver CraigParry has
launched a co-driver
training schemeto help
navigatorsimprove.

Parryhasstarted CPM
Training alongside Jamie
Edwards—arespected rally
co-driverin his ownrightand
co-founder of the Rally4Wales
roadrepair outfit —to deliver
special workshops based
ontheduo’s experience.

Thefirst workshopisat
Monkhouse Granaryin
Shrewsbury and takes place
on February 2.

“There’s amassive gap between
national events and the route to
the world championship,” said
2016 BRC champion Parry.

“OncelannouncedIwas
retiring, I spoke to Jamie about

the potential to run some courses.

Jamieis a professional trainer
by trade soit made senseto
organise somethingtogether.

“Between us, we've put
together afour-hour course,
whichisopentodriversand
co-drivers, if they want to come
asapair, and there’snoage
limitsoeveryoneis welcome. I
t’'saboutimproving skills.”

Parry has taken on anumber
of rolesinrallyingrecently after
he wasforced toretire due to
acrashintestingfor WRC
Rally Germany.

Duringthe workshop,
attendees will learn about
schedulingtests, recces and
movement schedules for teams
onevents, as well as checking
notesfromarecce video and
learning how to prepare better
for events.

Admission to the workshop

By Jack Benyon

Motorsport UK
chairman David
Richards believes a
rethinkis needed
on how the UKrally
calendarisformed,
as called for by
Motorsport News

atthe beginning of Richards:

the season.

InMN’s ‘how to save
nationalrallying’ feature, one
itemthat came uprepeatedly after
canvassing therally community
wasthebelief that fewer events
inthe calendar could helpto
boost participation by
strengtheningbigger events
tohelpimprove entries.

While Richards stopped short
of backingfewer events, he did say
thatthe UK couldimplementa
policy similarto European
countrieslike France, which
doesn’tallowregionalrallies
two weeks priortothenational
championship, in the UK’s case the
British Rally Championship.

“We’ve allowed the calendarjust
tohappen,” Richards told M.

and this goesa while
back, ‘it would be so
much bettertohavea
rally calendar, if we
didn’thave anyregional
championship eventstwo
weeks before a British
Championship event.
Itwould help us with
marshalling, officials
and participation’.

Calendarissue “Wecanchangethings

through common sense.”

Currently therally calendaris
formed by clubs stating when and
wherethey wantan event, and
thatisthen approved or denied.

Richardssaid thatanew
system could improve national
rallying and bring costs down.

“We should be telling the clubs
wherethey canrally, choose the
areathey canrallyinand make
surethere’snooverlaps,” Richards
added. “Weuse 10 per cent of the
roads availablein Wales, the
opportunity toexpand is colossal.

“Andif wedoit, themaintenance
costs will come down, costs
[altogether] will come down. Why
hasnoonemanaged this? Because
noone hastheresponsibility for

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, SMJ Photograph

is£100. For ticketsand
moreinformation visit
facebook.com/cpmrally.

“Everyonehasturnedaroundtome  theend performance.” BRC has struggled

to bag clubmen

OBITUARY
Maurice Nagle 1951-2013

Barbados regular Swann will drive an Escort Mk2 for the first time in Decemher

Tempest Rally winner Motor Clubeventrunin —F\\ 4 N - f i
and Barbadosrally tandem with the Craven a4 y L i '
frontrunner Rob Swann Motor Club, havinginitially E
will drive a Ford Escort notplannedtotakepart.
MKk2 for thefirsttimeon “I'mabigfanof the
the Mini Tempest Deepcut Tempestrallies: I've won
stageslater thismonth. the gravel rally afew times,
Brit Swann hasfocused Isawtheentryanddidn’t
mostly onrallyinghis think’d havea car.
SubaruImpreza S12B WRC “ButthenIsaw they Maurice (r) and
inBarbadosinrecentyears.  were strugglingfor entries .
“The Subaruwon’tbe solrallied around a few L (e el

backintimefrom Barbados, peopletotryanddrum A conversation about Moll’s Gap course car on the Killarney Historic

it’sonits way back fora uptheentries.” isalways special. Butit wasnever Stages Rally earlier thismonth.
freshen-up over the winter,” Theevent takesplace more special than when it was Notfarbehind him ontheroad
said Swann. for one time only onthe with Maurice Nagle. was hisson Paul, co-drivinga

“Steve Finch haslentme Princess Royal Barracks,
hisMk2Escortandthatwill Deepcut. The MoD facility
be anew experience for me. will close next year, sothis

MNissaddened toreport Nagle’s second course car—albeit slightly
passingfollowing a shortillness. quicker—in Craig Breen’s Metro
Well-known and much-loved as 6R4.Paul’s career asa world

I’'vehad Escort Cosworths isthelast chanceforan both aco-driver and Killarney championship co-driver wasa
andanEscort G3whenIdid  eventthere. organiser, Maurice madeforthe source of huge pride for Maurice.
BTRDA back in the day. Itisanon-spectator best of company, especially when MN’s deepest sympathies are
I'mreally looking forward event sothe only chance he wastalkingabout the sporthe extended to his wife Angela, sons
toit.” towatchistomarshal. _ o lovedmost. But, betterthantalking = Pauland Alan, therest of hisfamily
Swann wanted to help Contactdavewhyman@ & et aboutitwasdoingit, whichisjust and many friendsin the sport.

outthe Sutton and Cheam hotmail.com for details. Swannis a frontrunner in Caribbean eventsin his Impreza what Maurice did when he drove David Evans
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‘M-Sport’s new R2
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The Oswestry Showground
based Speed & Rally Show
willreturnin 2019, withanew
Augustdate, and a celebration
of the Mini and Richard Burns.
In 2018 the Motorsport News-
supported event celebrated the
anniversary of thelast season
of the Motoring News Road
Rally Championshipin 1986,
with special guestsfromtheera.
Next year marks 60 years since
the Mini hittheroadsinthe UK
and the mid-wales eventnear

the English borderislooking
for carsthroughout the years
tojoinonstaticdisplay and as
demonstration machines.

The20th anniversary of
the Richard Burns Subaru
Imprezaisalsoontheagenda
to celebrate on August17.

Theevent always attracts
anarray of currentand
historicmachinery from
British and World Rally
history, with a testingdemo
stage set-up which also

features buggies, motorbikes
and other machines from the
world of motoring.

“After feedback from
entrants and the great clubs
thathelp us source vehicles
itbecame apparent the May
date just wouldn’t work,”
said Lightning House’s
Brynmor Pierce, the man
behind the event.

“We’velooked at other dates
and decided to take aleap of
faith with August 17, thishas

Welsh event attracts
storied works’ cars
already ensured some of the
amazing ex-worksrally cars
from 2017 are back with us.”
Pierce owns a Mkl Mini
Cooper and has had variations
of the carsin his family since
the 1960s. The Mini Cooper
Register and HRCR Mini Cup
championship have also been
invited tomark the occasion.
Tickets for the event are
availableon January1
and are all priced below £20.
Visit: tsars.orgfor details.

McGonigle is targeting a Mini title push

RALLY REPORTS

Procter takes eighth Croft Christmas win

Christmas Stages Rally
By Larry Carter

Organiser: Northallerton Automobile Club When:
December 16 Where: Croft Circuit, North Yorkshire
Championships: North of England Tarmacadam
Stages: 8 Starters:89.

After goingtwo years without
avictory on theirhomeevent,
local aces Kevin Procter and Dave
Bellerby returned to winning
ways when they emerged
triumphant in Northallerton
Automobile Club’s Christmas
Stages Rally at Croft Circuit.
Runners-uplast year, the
pairing overcome thetricky
damp conditionsearly on to
win all eight stages for an eighth

winin total on the festive event.

Oncetheearly challenge from
2016 winners Guy Smith/Patrick
Walsh (Ford FiestaR5+)and Tony
Bardy/Tony Walker (Ford Focus
WRC)ended in both crews
sufferingmechanical problems
after SS2,nooneelse gotalookin
asProcter eased to victory.

Asthemilder conditions
allowed the track todry, he
eased 22s ahead after SS2 and
the gap extended to 44 seconds
over Peter Smith/Graham Wild
(FiestaRS WRC) by the half-time
turnaround following SS4.

Peter Smith valiantly equalled
Procter on SS6, butit wastono
avail asdarknessfell, Procter
upped the pace again tostamp
hisauthority on proceedingsin

his S2000 car with aturbo engine.
Smith claimed second ahead of
Gordon Morrison with stuntdriver
Paul Swift fourth. A late charging
Peter Stephenson/Ian Windress
(Subaru) jumped the Escort of
Mark Jasper/Don Whyatt for fifth.
Class1was won by Mark/Andrew
Constantine (Vauxhall Corsa), Des
Campbell/Craig Forsyth (Peugeot
206) took Class2andin Class 3,
Edward Todd/Andy Brown (GTM
Coupe) took the win. Swift won

McGonigie to defend Turkey Run Rally win in WRC Mini
ReigningTurkey RunRally theyusedinperiod.Inthe Championshipnext year.
winner Joe McGoniglewill UKandIreland WRCsare “Ittook me some time
returntotheeventatthe oftenrun with a bigger tosettlein tothe Miniso
end of Decembertodo restrictor for more power. hopefully we’ll be in better
development work on his “You'renotallowed a shapein 2019.”
Mini John Cooper Works 34mmrestrictor now,” Dominic McNeill, Derek
WRCcar. said McGonigle. McGeehanand Alan
McGoniglefinished third “I'dnever evendriven Carmichael areall setto
inthelrish NationalRally  thecar[withthe use WRC carson the
Championship this year homologatedrestrictor] County Derry Shackleton
inthe Mini, butarules sowe wanttodothe Airfield eventon
changein the country Turkey Runtoworkonthe December29. Thereare 29
means WRC cars must mapping and make sure stage miles on the event.
reverttorunning with everythingisasgoodascan Fora listof festiverallies,
theoriginal sizerestrictor  befor theIrish National see What’s On, page 16.

Class4 with Stephenson doing
likewisein Class5.

Results

1 Kevin Procter/ Dave Bellerby (Ford Fiesta) 57m14s;

2 Peter Smith/ Graham Wild (Fiesta RS WRC) +1m19s;

3 Gordon Morrison/ Calum MacPherson (Subaru Impreza);
4 Paul Swift/Russ Swift (Ford Escort Mk2); 5 Peter
Stephenson/lan Windress (Subaru Impreza WRC);

6 Mark Jasper/Don Whyatt (Escort Mk2); 7 Geoff Wright/
Chris Sanderson (Fiesta); 8 Des Campbell/ Craig Forsyth
(Peugeot 206); 9 Edward Todd/Andy Brown (GTM Coupe);
10 Barry Lindsay/ Caroline Lodge (Peugeot 106).

Class winners: Mark Constantine/Andrew Constantine
(Vauxhall Corsa); Campbell/ Forsyth; Todd/ Brown; Swift/

CHRIS
BOYDE

“Manxmen hope
for better 2019
rally season”

ust two of five intended stage
rallies took place on thelsle
of Man in 2018, making it the
leanest calendar for over 40
years, foot and mouth aside.

In2017 the island clubs restarted
forest rallying with two successful events,
amuch-needed returnto the gravel stages
that helped launch Mark Higgins and Martin
Rowe, among others. Both were scrapped
this year due to alack of entries and,
worryingly, neither is even on the calendar
for 2019. Allthe impetus has been lost.

Then inthe summer came the cancellation
of Rally Isle of Man, a heritage event not just
for the island but for British rallying. The fact
that it fell because of disagreement between
the organisers and the authorising bodies
of the Government remains a sore point of
contention for all entrants and spectators.

RIOM organisers, battered by the bruising
aftermath of their decision, have shown
little appetite to move forward. Aimost four
months have drifted by since the event
was axed and, although they say they hope
toruna 2019 rally, inreality planning appears
slowed and there is no date confirmed.

Most importantly, the stalemate means
that any significant and vital rebuilding of
relations with the IOM Government has
yet to begin.

Beyond that is the question of where the
future of this once folklore event lies.

Pokerstars Rally winner Jamie Jukes, as
big afan of Manxrallying as there is, rightly
reminded me in November, “we all watch the
Patrick Snijers videos in awe, but that was
30years ago. We need an updated reason
to marvel. What would RIOM be coming
back as? It needs to be something special.”

Yetin 2017 the event was around of no
fewer than nine championships and had
over 170 entries. The demand is there,
but the sense of dejavuis too, backto
2012 and the last ‘start from zero’ project.

It will be more difficult now.

However, there are chinks of light. Manx
Auto Sport will introduce the Junior Rally
concept on an eventin February, the
Motorsport UK Asphalt Rally
Championship return to the Manx National
Rally was a great success to be built on,
and the Pokerstars Rally profile continues
torise, albeit linked to the absence of the
Mull Rally in the short-term.

All of the issues facing Manx rallying are
serious, but they also pale into insignificance
inthe wake of the loss of driver Mark James
following his incident on the Pokerstars
Rally. Mark’s family and friendship circle
are inthe thoughts of the island’s rallying
community, and it is a stark reminder of
the need to pull together and the privilege
we have to enjoy our sport.

A New Year offers an opportunity to
turn the page.

Swift; Procter/ Bellerby.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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The PSRX team will
step down in 2019

ByHalRidge

Petter Solberg’s World Rallycross
Championship-winning PSRX
Volkswagen Sweden team
won’tdefend its titlesin 2019

as he and VW have decided not

to take partinthe category.

VW joins Audiand Peugeotin
quittingthe series, while the privately-
run OlsbergsMSE team, whichran
Ford Fiestasin the class, will also
beon thesidelinesin 2019.

PSRX had planned to continuein
the seriesnext year, butin a statement
issued at the end of last week, it cited
alack of competition following the
departure of the other worksor
works-assisted teams from World RX.

The announcement meansthat, asit
stands, there will be nomanufacturer-
backed teamsin World RX in 2019, for
thefirst time since the championship
gained FTA World status (when
Peugeot backed Kenneth Hansen’s
team and OlsbergsMSE received
supportfrom Ford)in 2014.

PSRX won both drivers’ and teams’
titlesfor thelast two years, running
abrace of WRC-derived Volkswagen

Motorsport-prepared Polos. “We can
all seethepotential here, butit’sjust
not sensible to continue for PSRX
Volkswagen Swedenin 2019,” said
double WRX champion Solberg.
Thetop non-works driverin the 2018
drivers’ championship was GRX driver
Niclas Gronholm in seventh, 195 points
behind champion Johan Kristoffersson.
Solbergsaid: “Theimportant thingto
understand hereisthatthisisapause—
apause andnotanend. Istill believe
in World RX. I still believe this
championship can deliver the most
sustainable, relevant, entertaining
and competitive racinganywhere
intheworld.”
The Norwegian has stated thathe
will competeina Volkswagen in 2019,
buthas given no furtherinformation.
While Solberg’s team has competed
inevery World RX event since the
series began, Volkswagen Motorsport’s
involvement since 2017 has been with an
eyeonthefuture, and theelectrification
of World RX. However, that switch
hasbeen postponed until 2021. The
marquesaysit’s stillinterested in the
electric switch.
“We certainly didn’t take the decision

lightly, but we came to amutual
agreementnotto continuein WRX
in 2019 asthereishuge uncertainty
regarding theentriesand the
competition for next season,” said
Volkswagen motorsport director
Sven Smeets. “Naturally, Volkswagen
Motorsport will keep a close eye

on any developments towards

the electrification of the sport

of rallycross.”

World Rallycross promotor IMG
saysitisindiscussion with several
privateer teams about entries for 2019.
“It’s disappointing that Petter and
Volkswagen are pausing their
involvement,” said World RX managing
director Paul Bellamy. “But while
onedoor closes another door opens.
Volkswagen hasbeen incredibly
dominant over thelast two yearsand it
doesmakeita very open championship
now aswe gointo2019. Talkingtoa
number of private teams, they see
anopportunity now tobeaworld
champion. There’s probably five or
six of thoselookingatthatasteams.
Car count, Ithink it could be anywhere
between 14to 19 with the conversations
I'mcurrently having.”

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

(OLKSWAGEN QUITS WORLD RX

Championsgfuturelin'doubt as German firm withdraws-its-ba acking.from contest

SOLBERG’SWRXTIMELINE

——

2013

Petter Solberg returns

to Europeanrallycross
with a PSRX-built
Citroen DS3 but endures
adifficult year clouded

by mechanical issues
and ontrackincidents.

2014

Solberg wins the first
ever World RX eventin
Portugaland goes on

to claim the first drivers'
title. PSRX runs atwo-
carteam, with the
second car driven by
Alexander Hvaal, Simone
Romagna, Sten Oja

and Manfred Stohl.

2015

Solberg teams up with
Brit Liam Doran inatwo-
car effort called SDRX,
and the Norwegian claims
his third FIA World title.

2016

Returning to asingle-car
DS3 outfit, Solberg
fights for the title with
Mattias Ekstrom but
dropstofourthin

the pointsin the final
rounds of the season.

2017

PSRX gets Volkswagen
backing to run a pair of
adapted ex-WRC
Polos, and signs Johan
Kristoffersson. Solberg
wins at Lydden Hill as
Kristoffersson takes the
title,and PSRX claims
the teams’ crown.

2018

Kristoffersson and
PSRX defend the
drivers’ and teams' titles.
Kristoffersson wins 11
ofthe 12 rounds,
Solberg just misses
third in the points due

to an engine penalty.

Kristoffersson assesses his options for 2019 and has race and rally chances

Kristoffersson did
’18 Rally Sweden

Back-to-back World RX champion
Johan Kristoffersson saysit’s highly
unlikely that he will be on the grid
in2019ashe weighs up circuitracing
andrallyingoptions, butis keento
returnto the discipline.

The 11-time 2018 round winner
said: “I’'m disappointed that we
cannot continue [in World RX]
because for meit’s been two amazing
years with great success.

“Since day oneI'vefeltreally
comfortable and really welcomein
PSRX, it’sbeen areally nice journey
andIenjoyed every minute.It’s
somethingthatIwill remember for
therest of my life but 1100 per cent
understand the decision.”

Kristoffersson’s contract with the
team comestoan end thismonth. He
received final confirmation of the news
that the VW-backed squad would shelve
its plans to competein World RX next

year on Thursday evening, before the
announcementon Friday, the same
daythatheisbelieved to have tested a
WTCR Volkswagen Golf at Portimao.

A sourcetold MNthatreigning
Swedish Touring Car champion
Kristoffersson attended the
Portuguese testand ran at comparable
pace to British driver Rob Huff.
“I'mnot closing any doors, butitis
highly unlikely to see me in another
rallycross team for 2019. For me
scanning the market, the closestI'm
looking atis within the Volkswagen
family. I have been there since 2008
sothat’s quite natural tolook there
and see what opportunitiesI have.”

Kristoffersson won the STCC title
with his father’s team this season and
isalsoset to drive anew Polo R5 for
theteaminrallying.

He will debut the car before the end
of the year, and is working on plans to

compete on Rally Sweden in February.

“Thereis still an evaluation going on
about what happens with STCC for
Kristoffersson Motorsportnext year,
sofor surethereistesting goingon,” he
said. “Alsowithin Volkswagen there
are TCR carsrunninginthe WTCR,
butfor the next couple of weeksrally
will bemy focus.”

The Swede says heiskeentoreturnto
rallycross, especially in the proposed
electric switch in 2021. “If they are able
topush through electric and there
will be manufacturer teams running
in 2021, I will mostlikely be there,”
hesaid. “There will be a big, big
difference between the 2018 and 2019
seasons inrallycross, next year it
lookslikeit will be less manufacturers
involved, butIdon’tthink that the
announcement from Volkswagen’s
sideis decreasing the possibilities
for an electricfutureinrallycross.”
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HAVE YOUR SAY

MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters
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Goodwood pack, from Bob Sketchley

Mike Phillips went to the Spa 24 Hours

i

BTCC traffic jam, by Adam Chamberlain
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Touring car classics at Oulton Park, sent in by James Lomax
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Daniel Darrall took a trip to the WRC season-opener in Monaco Nearly! Snetterton fun from Sam Nudd Ian Cutting captured this moment of high drama at Rockingham

DGOT AN OPINION? > > > LET US KNOW: LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK |
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MN SAYS...

Why it was a year to remember

Motorsport has delivered — but there’s plenty to look forward to

Itis that time of year when we can reflect on the 12 months just gone, and motorsport has once again delivered

some truly remarkable moments which we have compiled within these pages. In fact, there are so many thatwe

could have filled the Defining Moments list (pages 19-29) twice over.
The news this week that Sebastien Loeb will take part in a selected programme of World Rally Championship events with

Hyundai adds even more excitement to what will be a fascinating season. The main focus will be on Kris Meeke, as he aims to

restore his reputation in arguably the fastest car on the stages, the Toyota Yaris WRC.
Thenin F1, Lewis Hamilton shows no signs of slowing down as he is ripping up the record books on his way to becoming the
best of all time. He might well dominate, but his mastery is supreme. We will also look out for the progress of young British-born
aces Lando Norris, George Russell and Alex Albon. Motorsport is in a very good place.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

So, the TVisaboutto vomit
out akaleidoscope of topnotch
entertainment over thefestive
period. After a year of Brexit mania
and the world being on the verge of
anuclear warit’snice tobe brought
back down to earth with the classics.
Solets start with Watership
Down (Part 1-Saturday, December
22,1900hrs, BBC1/Part2-Sunday,
1920hrs, BBC1). Fans of ships tune
out,fans of rabbits tunein. Not got
any tissuesin the house? Tune back
outagain. Nextit’sDragon’s Den
(Sunday, December 23, 2000hrs,
BBC2). Those huge piles of cash
sittingnexttothe Dragonsisjust
askingfor alone mentalist to come
waltzing into the den pitchingfora
1 per cent stakein hisnew sawn-off
shotgunrange with builtin smoothie
maker....now that would make
for great entertainment watching
Peter Jones gethaggled down at
gun point but sadly Iwon’t be
watchingittonight... “T’'mout”!
Thename’s Bond, James Bond, in
Casino Royale (Sunday, December
23,2100hrs,ITV). Don’t get too excited
by the carin thisone though. The
Aston Martin DBS doesn’t have
theusual 007 gadgets therear-
facingdouble-barreled gun, the
flamethrowers, the ejector seats
with parachute... butjustasmall
defibrillator, the one careful
previous owner wasinfacta
hypochondriac villain. Bond wins
itinastrip poker gamelIthink...
Bigfans of laughter and suffering

NEXT ISSUE

from Father Ted insomnia should
avoidlyinghorizontal and tune in to
Channel 4 after midnight to watch
Ted offend Craggy Island’s Chinese
community with four classic episodes.

It’s Christmas Eve, the stockingis
hung, the children’s eyes are taped
closed —settledown with a pint of
mulled vodka and watch The Lady
in the Van (Monday, December 24,
2200hrs, BBC2).If an old bag parked
her van on your driveway for 15
years, that’s £657,000in parking
fines...thank you!

ChristmasDay isfinally here, so
watch the Queen’s Speech (1500hrs,
BBC1)asshemarvelsoverthe UK’s
amazing year through herrosetinted
spectacles (well Gareth Southgate’s
ladsdid alrightin Russia, then there
was Billy Monger’s courageous
motorsportcomeback, Harry
Redknapp being crowned King of
the Junglebutthat’sitand she
probably won’t mention any of
thesesoIfeelitmy dutytohere!).

Anyway watch Chitty Chitty
Bang Bang (1510hrs, Channel 5),
thenoise of theflying vintage car
backfiringmight be handy tomask
those awkward trouser coughs post
brussel sprout overdose, youmight
need to apply agasmask though...
Imean who actually likes brussel
sprouts but weall eatatleast10
becauseit’stradition.

If youfancy a swift half pint of
misery then popintothe Queen Vic
(2115hrs, BBC1). Spoiler alert, the
new EastEnders set won’t beready

BRITAIN’S FUTURE FORMULA 1
WORLD CHAMPIONS?

s4'R\ FIA Formuta 1

Worid Championship-

&
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until 2023 and at a cost of £86 million.
It’s Boxing Day, time for more
family bonding with Quantum of
Solace (Wednesday, December 26,
2000hrs, ITV). Aston enthusiasts
don’t gettoo excited asagold Ford
Kaseemstobe centre stage! Skyfall
(Thursday, December 27, 2000hrs,
ITV)on the other handisrich
pickings and Aston nerds will
notbeable tostand up as the gorgeous
DB5makes one of its longest
appearances since Goldfinger (1964).
It’sNew Year’s Eve. You could go
outand watch fireworks whizzing,
bangingand popping by the bongs
of BigBen and then getkettledina
dark alleyway by the old bill for three
hours, or you could stay indoorsasa
hair-raising supercar chase through
Rome is definitely amore appealing
optionin the Bond thriller Spectre
(Monday, December 31, 2000hrs, ITV).
BondhasaDB10and will need more
than atube of T-cuttosortitintheend.
Sonowit’s New Year’s Day, 2019...
the hangover cure, (nonot becoming
afully fledged vegan, or running
backwardsforfive miles in yournew
lycrabudgie smugglers) settle down
with a turkey sandwich and watch
World’s Strongest Man (Tuesday,
January 1,2019, Channel 5,1750hrs).
Tossing the hammer, pullingan
aeroplane andliftinga car. That’s all
they’ll befitfor soon when they have
no steering wheel or engine and rely
on4000dd 9V rechargeables... these
guys could have single-handedly
built Crossrailin half the time.

. Jaffa Stages at Pembrey Circuitis on December 30

. RACING

: : Starts 0945hrs

: BOXING DAY : Admission TBC

: @Mallory Park, : Web maidencitymotorclub.
: Leics : webs.com

: BRSCC meeting: :

: Sports Cars, Open : DECEMBER 30
: Saloons, motorbikes : #HPembrey Circuit,
: Startsracingfrom1130hrs  : Llanelli

: (qualifying from 0945hrs) : West Wales Rally Spares
: Admissionadult£12, : Jaffa Stages

: under 13 free Web : Starts 0930hrs

: mallorypark.co.uk : Admission TBC

- Contact01455502214 : Web carmarthenmotorclub.
. ' co.uk

- RALLY :

- DECEMBER 27 : SPORTING

: mMondello Park, : SCENE

: CountyKildare : DECEMBER 30
: Carlow Rallysprint : W Stoke, Staffs

: Starts 1130hrs : BriSCAF1

. Admission TBC : Starts 1230hrs

: Web carlowcarclub.ie

: Admission TBC
. Web brisca.com

: DECEMBER 29
- M Shackleton, ! Details correct at time of
: Ballykelly . press but please check

: MJM Turkey Run Rally

: before travelling

OUT WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2 2019
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STARRBING: LEWIS HA MILTON, KRIS MEEKE,
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M0 TORSPOF

The 2018 season has
been a dramatic one
for so many reasons,
and much of what has
played out over the
last 12 months will live
long in the memory.

From Lewis Hamilton’s
sensational fifth World
F1titletooneof the
most tense World
Rally Championship
showdowns in seasons,
motorsport has delivered
some mouth-watering
storylines and we have
attempted to collect
together our defining
moments of the
12monthsjust gone.

We hope you enjoy
ourlook back atthe
highs andlows of the
year and if you think
we have missed anything,
pleaseletus know at
letters@motorsport-
news.co.uk.

Happy Christmas!
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WEST TAKES MN
GIRCUIT CHAMPIONSHIP

WHERE: ANGLESEY
WHEN: MARCH 18
There’snodoubt that the Ford
Escort Mk2hasarightful place
inrally history, and it continues
towrite concurrent chapters
inboth modern and historic
rallyinginits varying specs,
especially in the Motorsport
News Circuit Rally
Championship where the model
haswonthelasttwotitles.
Butsometimesit’snicetosee
some variation, and a different
car taking plaudits. Especially
whenit’s a Peugeot 306 Maxi.
Theex-Francois Delecour and

WHERE:
INDIANAPOLIS
WHEN: MAY 27
It’sfairtosay there wasn’t
quiteasmuchinterestin
thisyear’sIndy 500 as
lastseason’s. Fernando
Alonso’smaiden
appearance ensured
many more millions were
watchingthanusualin
2017. And iteven topped
MN’sdefiningmoments
listlastyear.

Withno Alonso, there
was less attention when
former British Formula 3
racer Will Power claimed
hismaiden victoryinthe

s EEL: BN T Y
POWERWINSINDY 300
POWERWINS:NDY

GillesPanizzi test car was
driven brilliantly by the
talented Chris Westand
co-driver Keith Hounslow
and, althoughitismore
advanced than theoriginal
F2-speccar, it’sstill
fundamentally heavier than
aMKk2 and front-wheel drive.

West wrapped up thetitlea
round early at Anglesey after
three maximum scores out of
eight, and hasreturned just as
strongin the2018/19 season
taking two maximum points
scoresonthefirst three
rounds already.JB

race and pounced on Oriol
Servia, Jack Harvey
and Stefan Wilson in the
closingstages after hislast
stop dropped him back.
But, sadly, this year’s
IndyCar season will
instead be remembered
for ahorrific crash for
Robert Wickens at Pocono.
The Canadian suffered
aseriousspinalinjury
when he hittherear of
Ryan Hunter-Reay’s car,
which senthim alongthe
topof abarrierandintoa
catchfence. Hisrecovery
isstillinthe early stages

f‘iﬂll'F:J

WHERE: GROSVENOR
HOUSE HOTEL, LONDON
WHEN: DECEMBER 2
Tom Gamble certainly was
not thefavourite goinginto
the judging process for

the McLaren Autosport
BRDC Award.

Hefaced opposition from
2017 British F4 champion
Jamie Caroline, Formula
Renault Eurocup winner Max
Fewtrell and the 2018 British
F4champion Kiern Jewiss.
Gamble, 17, had jumped from
Ginetta Juniorsto F3inone
bound for 2018, which was a
giantleap. He finished fifth
in the points but when the

VERSTAPPE

WHERE: BRAZILIAN
GRAND PRIX

WHEN: NOVEMBER 11
Ithad been amature, faultless
drive from Max Verstappenashe
made his way up from fifth on the
grid tolead this year’s Brazilian
Grand Prix which had included
overtakesonboth Mercedes and
Ferraricars, supposedly quicker

machines on the Sao Paulo circuit.

Butonlap44of the711aprace
everything changed when Racing
Point Force India’s Esteban Ocon,
on brand new supersoft tyres and

pressure wasoninthe
assessment sessions at
Silverstone at the end of the
year, he handled the MSV F2
car, the Ligier LMP3 and the
McLaren 650 GT3 with skill.
Judges were impressed with
all aspects of Gamble’s
overall performance.

“TosayI've wonthe
Autosport Award, and having
beaten some of the best
driversmy agein the UK, is
phenomenal,” Gamble said.
“It’s definitely going to take
awhile tosink in! Having
thisaward on my CV will
definitely make me alot
more appealing.” MJ

with a paceadvantage, tried to
unlap himself around the outside
of Turn1andthenontheinside
into Turn 2. Ocon’s front-left
wheel hit Vertsappen’sright-rear
and both cars were sent spinning.
Verstappenlostthelead and
anassured win, trailing Lewis
Hamiltonhomein second.
Enraged by the actions of Ocon,
the Dutchman confronted him
post-race before pushinghim
several times, which earned him
two days of community service
fromthe FIA.SM

AND 46

OCON GOLLIDE
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WHERE:SILVERSTONE

WHEN: JULY 8
Everybodylovesagood
motorsportcomeback, and
one of thebestin 2018 was
60-year-old Tommy Byrne.

The sometime F1driver
famed for hisrapid pacein
hiscarandhisequally
high-adrenalinelifestyle,
re-emergedin the
motorsport spotlight
after amovie wasreleased
about him, called Crashed
and Byrned.

Havingbeen out of
competition in the UK for
decades, coachingdrivers

LOEB SHOGKS THE WRG
BY SIGNING WITH HYUNDAI

WHERE: ALZENAU

WHEN: DECEMBER 13

The sight of Sebastien Loeb
driving anythingnot made by the
PSA Group (Citroen and Peugeot)
isakintoseeing pigsfly orriding
aunicorn, but theimpossible
became the happeninglast

week when the French nine-time
World Rally champion confirmed
he would sign for Hyundaifor a
six-round slate in 2019.

Peugeot pulling out of Dakar
and World Rallycrosslightened
Loeb’sload for 2019, and then Abu
Dhabi pullingits backing of the
third Citroen C3 he had driven
in 2018 cleared it completely.

The competitive juices are not
doneflowing as he steersjust
histhird make of carin hisrally
career, with a couple of outings
inaRenault Megane and a part-

%
scheduleinaToyota Corolla K=
coming before he was established
inthe WRC with Citroen.

Judgingby this year, he’ll be 3
tough tobeatin what lookslike
ani20strongerthanthe C3.JB
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atthe Masters Historic F1
round supportingthe
British Grand Prix.

Infamously Byrne was
rapidinaMcLarentestin
1982 at Silverstone, but the
circuithaschangedabit
sincethen...

“Itriedtogoinasimulator
overinthe States,and
Icouldn’tgetalapin without
crashing,” Byrnesaid with
asmile.

Abroken halfshaft ruined
qualifying, herecoveredto
16th in the opener while
enginetrouble ended his
secondrace.

andit’snot yet knownif
he will be permanently
paralysed. SL

overinthe United States, his
friend James Hagan invited
himtodrivehis Ensign N177

THRUXTON'S 30TH BIRTHDAY MEETING

WHERE: THRUXTON
WHEN: JUNE 3

Justtohearthe sound of a wailing
DFV around the sweeps of Thruxton
was special. The Williams FW08C
that Karun Chandhok hustled
around the 2.356-mile track was
ajoy, butit wasonly theicingon
the cake of a wonderful weekend
markingfive decades of the
Hampshire venue.

Byrnehasn’truled out
more outings with “the
rightdeal”.JB

legendary event. He was
abletolead much of the

the new Thruxton Centre on the
inside of Allard corner.

Itis a state-of-the-art building
which offers facilities for fans
onrace weekends and corporate -
hospitality, but will also allow
the venue tomaximise its
revenue through the week with
manufacturer launches and
conferences. The future seems
set for many yearsto come. MJ

The superbraceline up
including many historic
categoriesrecalling machines
from the track’s past, and
there was amouth-watering
display of iconic motorsport
winners in the paddock.

The weekend also marked a
significant developmentin
terms of the facilities at the
circuit, with the opening of




WHERE: CORDOBA,
ARGENTINA
WHEN: JANUARY 20
When Carlos Sainz started
this year’s Dakar, a second
win on the South American
marathon was alongshot.
Thathad nothingto do with
him being short on testing
in Peugeot’s 3008 DKR Maxi.

Evenlesstodo with him
failing tofinish the event
since 2011. And absolutely
nothingto do with the
55 years’ experience
hebroughttothestart
inJanuary.

No, thereasona Sainz
win was going to be tricky
was Peugeot’s emphasis on

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Sebastien Loeb. Somewhat
understandably, the French
firm was putting significant
resource behind its French
star (that’s Loeb, by the
way, not his 13-time Dakar
winning countryman
Stephane Peterhansel...),
but when Loeb was forced
out after his co-driver
Daniel Elena sustained
abackinjury, thefloor
belonged to Sainz.
Consecutive stage wins
eitherside of the La Paz
rest day were enough to
nudge El Matador into a
lead he wouldn’t relinquish.
Brilliant drive. And even
better story. DE

SAINZ WINS DAKAR
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GINETTA'S LMP1

NI['-IITMIHE

WHERE:INTHEWEC
WHEN: THROUGHOUT
THE SEASON
It was withmuch fanfare
Ginetta announced it would
build an LMP1 carfor 2018,
with bold claims of six cars
onthegrid and Toyota-
beating pace. Inreality, the
Ginetta LMP1 programme
hasbeennothing short of
adisaster, challenging
Nissan’s pitiful effort
three yearsago.

The only two G60-LT-P1
machines enteredinto
the World Endurance
Championship by the
Manor/TRS operation failed
totake partinthe Spa season-
opener amid cashflow
problems with sponsors.

" -MI]NGEII*IIETIIIINS 10
RACING WITH PODIUM

WHERE: OULTON PARK
WHEN: MARCH 31
It waslike afairytaleor
Hollywood film script. Less
than 12 months after his
horrific British Formula4
crash at Donington Park
whichledtoadoubleleg
amputation, Billy Monger
was on the podium again.
He’d secured third place
attheopeninground of the
BRDC British Formula 3
Championship at Oulton
Park onhisracingreturn,
and through the course of the
year would claim three more
rostrums and sixth inthe

The carsdid makeitto
Le Mans but were woefully
unreliable and, although
one technically madeitto
thefinish, it was 1051aps
down. And nowherenear
Toyota-beating pace —its
bestlap was 6.8 seconds off.

Upgrades were planned
for Silverstone buta
switch to AER engines
from Mecachrome wasn’t
formally approvedin time
torace and Manor later
withdrew from running
the cars. TRSM/Ginetta
then planned a single-car
entry for Fujiand Shanghai
butthat toofailed to
materialise. Forget LMP1,
thisembarrassing affair
was LMP-none. SL

overall standings.

Over the winter he’dre-learnt
how todrive usinghand-
controls created by Carlin
but still needed MotorSport
Vision, operators of British
F3,togivethe team permission
torun anextracar. This was
after Monger had got the FIA
tooverturnarule banning
disabled driversfromracing
single-seaters. Perhaps his
personal momentfromthe
season, though, wasbeing
giventhe chancetodrivea
2011 Sauber F1carat
Rockingham as partof a Sky
Sports F1 programme. SM

WHERE: HOCKENHEIM,
GERMANY
WHEN:OCTOBER 14
Overthefirsthalf of the
European Formula 3 season
Mick Schumacher took
justone win and two other
podiums,languishingeighthin
the standings and 53 points off
the summit. Thereforeit’sno
wonder eyebrows wereraised
when he went ontowinthe
championship by 57 points...
The Prema driver was
unstoppablein the second
half of the year and has
now secured an F2drive.
Consideringhisfatheris seven-

ACHERWINS
EANF3TITLE

time champion Michael, it’snot
surprisingthatheisalready
beinglinked with F1 teams.
Over thefirsthalf of the
season, Briton Dan Ticktum
and New Zealander Marcus
Armstrong were evenly-
matched atthefrontof the
field. Buttoomany mistakes
from Ticktumandalack of
performance from Armstrong
enabled Schumacher
topounce. Ithasgiven
Schumacher’s career impetus
afterhehad been treading
water since he wasrunner-up
in the competitive German and
Italian F4 seriesin 2016. SL

BTCC WITH SPEEDWORKS

WHERE:NANTWICH,
CHESHIRE
WHEN: NOVEMBER 28
Thereissomethingirresistible
about both Speedworks
Motorsportand Tom Ingram
asthey have battled their way
tothe summit of the British
Touring Car Championship.
Ingram’s progress from
rookie to podium finisher,
and then ontorace winner
and title challenger, has been
stellar, and Speedworks has
been with him every step
of the way through that
journey. Thereisnotighter
commitment between team

and driver on the grid.
Whennewsbrokeinlate

November that Toyota was

goingtostepbackintothe

BTCCarenaasafactory

effort with the Team Toyota

GBnamereturningtothe

paddock, Speedworks was

in prime spot to capitalise.
Thenew Corollafor next

seasonlooksthepart,and

2019 will be ahuge staging post

forboth thedriver and team

principals Amy and Christian

Dick. If their amazing upward

trajectory continues,

then there will be plenty of

silverware in thefuture. MJ

WHERE: SILVERSTONE
WHEN:APRIL 1
Much wasmade of the new-
for-2018 TCR UK series after
the growth of the category
elsewherein Europe and
Asia. Itsinaugural season held
sevenrounds at Silverstone,
Knockhill, Brands Hatch,
Castle Combe, Oulton Park,
Croftand Donington Park,
with the series beingrun by
the British Racing and Sports
Car Club.

While grid numbers would
fluctuate throughoutthe
season, 13 carslined up

WHERE: BIRMINGHAM
WHEN:JANUARY 11,2018
Thursday January 11 was a
day Motorsport Network
made history. For the first
time in the 27-year history of
Autosport International, an
FIA world championship
was launched under the
roof of Birmingham’s NEC.
Every driver, co-driver and
team principal from the World
Rally Championship was joined
by hundreds of mediaand
thousands of fans when the
series took over the opening day
of this year’s ASI. M-Sport

for thefirsteverraceat
Silverstone. WestCoast
Racing’s Dan Lloyd took pole
in his Volkswagen Golf GTi
and would goon totakethe
first of six victories onthe
bounce. He would eventually
winthetitleatthefinal round
atDonington, butnot before
PyroMotorsport’s Ollie
Taylor pushed him all the way.
The series also attracted the
likes of 2017 British Touring
Car champion Ash Sutton who
took adouble victory at Oulton
aboard aHonda Civic TypeR
for Verizon Connect Racing. SM

‘;L

WREIRNCHIATASI:

Ford’s 2017 World Rally
champion Sebastien Ogier was
bowled over by the eventand
immediately called forittobe
runontoapublicadmission
day, offeringeven morefansthe
opportunity tocomein andjoin
Ogier and his colleagueslooking
forward to the season ahead.
The six-time world
champion’s wishhasbeen
granted:the WRC’sbackin
town again next month, but
thistimeit’sgoingtobea
Super Saturday (January 12)
with everybody welcome to
the2019seasonlaunch. DE
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TOYOTA EXCLUDED FROM

SILVERSTONE WEC

WHERE: SILVERSTONE
WHEN:AUGUST 19
Following Porsche’s
withdrawal from the World
Endurance Championship
attheend of last year, Toyota
only had itself to beat this
superseason. Yes, there were
anumber of privateer outfitsin
the LMP1 class with rewritten
rulesaimed atachieving
increased parity —butinreality
they were still miles off the
Japanese manufacturer.
Toyota was even able to
finally shake off its Le Mans
24 Hours curse and takea 1-2

inthisyear’sevent. Butat
Silverstone Toyota did manage
tobeatitself. Everything
seemed to go well enough as
the TS050 HYBRIDs took
anotherregulation 1-2but both
werelater excluded after failing
skidblock deflection tests.
Instead it was the Rebellion
team that was ableto claim the
1-2honour, with victory going
tothe R13-Gibson of Gustavo
Menezes, Thomas Laurent
and Mathias Beche.
AndToyota will justhave to
wait for next seasontoseeif it
cantakeaclean sweep. SL

TS

WHERE: AZERBAIJAN
GRAND PRIX,
WHEN:APRIL 29
Thenumber one unwritten
ruleinmotorsportisnever
collide with your team-
mate. There were a few
instances during the 2018
Formula1season where
thatrule wasignored,
the most spectacular of
which was Red Bull drivers
Daniel Ricciardo and Max
Verstappen coming
togetherin Azerbaijan.

The ominous signs had
been there for the majority
of therace,asonseveral
occasionsthepairrubbed
and banged wheels. But
then atthe start of lap 39
itall went wrong.

Behind, andin the
slipstream, Ricciardo
tried one of hisfamous
latelungesto the inside of
Turn1, but Verstappenin
frontmoved across atthe
lastsecond. Ricciardo
thumped into the back of
histeam-mate which sent
both cars down the escape
road and intoretirement.
Blame lay with both drivers
and an apology to the entire
team wasin order. SM
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WHERE: DONINGTON Haighmadeatriumphant the most successful driver
WHEN:SEPTEMBER 23 return to UK motorsport inserieshistory. M AHK “ Iﬂﬂ I Ns WI Ns
After abruisingtitle-decider after two yearsonthe The championship was

atDonington Park, Optimum  continent tobecome the first sealed by eight pointsover

Motorsportduo Flick Haigh
and Jonny Adam emerged

unscathed toseal the British
GTtitleinthe swansong year

forthe venerable Aston
Martin V12 Vantage GT3,
seven years after Adamhad
firstraceditin Beechdean
AMR colours.

| = |

female outright champion
andimpressed with standout
drivesat Oulton Park, Spa
and Brands Hatch, while
Adam’sthirdtitle (with as
many different co-drivers
after successes with Andrew
Howardin 2015and Derek
Johnstonin’16) made him

Barwell Lamborghini pair
Jon Minshaw/Phil Keen,
whose victoryin thefinal
round at Donington wasnot
enough tomakeupthe27.5-
point deficit that followed
Optimum successfully
overturningits penalty for
contactat Snetterton. JN

I“-"““l -

WHEN: JANUARY-
FEBRUARY
The British Touring Car
Championship staged its
very own soap opera weeks
before the first engines had
beenfired upin anger.
While most were pleased
that three-time champion
Gordon Shedden had been
offered adrivein the World
Touring Car Cup with the

sized hole in thefactory
Dynamicstried tofit Mat

Jackson into that void, but
he had already signed for

WHERE:THE MIDLANDS

WRT team, itleft a Scotsman-

Hondateaminthe UK. Team

Motorbase Performance. Cue
something of a Mexican stand

off, which resulted in several
grumpy emails pinging their
way between Dynamics HQ
and Motorbase’s North
Kent workshops.

Ultimately, it left Jackson

outinthecold-and outof his
original drive with Motorbase

too—and paved the way

for Dan Cammish to plonk
himself into the driving
seat of the Civic alongside
team co-owner Matt Neal.
Cammish went on to lift
the Jack Sears Trophy and
he claimed two outright
victories along the way. MJ

MOTOR SPORTS ASSOGIATION REBRANDS INTO MOTORSPORT UK

WHERE: COLNBROOK
WHEN:NOVEMBER 13
Since taking over as chairman
of the Motor Sports Association
—responsible for governing
motorsportinthe United
Kingdom-at the startof the

year David Richards has already

implemented a raft of changes
which overall have been well-
received over thelast 12 months.

The 1981 World Rally
champion co-driver and
Prodrive bossisintenton
promoting and regulating more
efficiently than before, with one
of the most significant changes
being therebranding of the
MSA into Motorsport UK. Long-
time Prodrive employee Hugh
Chambers, who also worked
closely with Richards at the

BARFormulalteaminthemid-
2000s, collaborated with him on
therebrand since early 2018.
Chambershas previously
overseen a similar transition
inthe governing body of sailing,
and the target with Motorsport
UKissimilar:toincrease
participation, stimulate the
grassroots and promote the
sportexternally. SM

BRITISH RX IN FIRST
FULL SEASON

WHERE: SILVERSTONE
WHEN: NOVEMBER 3

A three-time British Rally
champion, Mark Higgins signed
for the Albatec Racingsquadto
drive a Peugeot 208 in the British
Rallycross Championshipfor
2018, and won in only his second
startat Lydden Hill.

It wasaturbulent campaign
for Higgins, who displayed fast
pacefrom the get-go but spent
timelearning circuits and the
oppositionin hisfirst season
of door-to-doorracing. Three
drivers were separated by five
pointsenteringthe Silverstone
finale, with Higgins the lowest-
placed of the trio. The Manxman
knew a win was critical if
he was tosnatch the crown
from the hands of experienced
rallycross campaigners Julian
Godfrey and Ollie O’Donovan.

Hedid exactly what he needed
with a dominant performance
totake his third win of the season
and wrap up thetitlefrom the
front. Higgins’ maidenrallycross
crown was also Albatec’s
first title, reward for owner
Andy Scott’slongstanding
commitmenttothe cause. HR
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WHERE: Saturday night, which
SNETTERTON was effectively a one-shot
WHEN:JULY 29 showdown with all of the
_§| POOCIRES LT T3 \ Intheseasonto cars carryingno ballast.
i —- - ' otk I i el | celebrate 60 years of Ashasso often been
- - . = - G the British Touring the caseinthe category’s
: = = ——— o Car Championship, history, Matt Neal was
™ — : = series bosses devised the man for the big
L SENNA — N5 p—— somethingspecialtohelp  occasion ashe qualified
; / “ ' \ | commemoratethe onthefrontrowinthe
= 7 occasion: the Diamond Team Dynamics Honda
: Double at Snetterton. Civic Type Rand then
Double points were on jumped the privately-run
offer for therace, which Civic of Jack Goff to

assume thelead, which
he would notlose—itwas

rantoalength of 60 miles
(althoughiteventually

\ ranto63milesduetoa Neal’s second win of
. o caution period)and the season and his 63rd
there wasa 15-minute victoryinthe category
qualifying session on overall. MJ

WHERE:HOCKENHEIM
WHEN:OCTOBER 14
Thousandsflocked tothe
BrandsHatch circuitin
Augustas, for thefirsttime
since 2013, the popular
German touring car series,
DTM, returned torace on
UK soil. Some were left
disappointed ashigher and
more catch fencinghad been
placed around the Grand
Prixlooptoprovide greater
safety, and the trackside
section between Sheene
Curve and Stirling’s Bend
was closed.

Still, the event proved
popular as Mercedes drivers
Daniel Juncadella and Paul
diRestatook awineach.It
would be di Resta who would
lead the championship
intothefinal roundat

PAFFETT SEALS
THE DTM TITLE
AS SERIES RETURNS

WOOD WINS NATIONAL
HOTROD WORLD FINAL

WHERE: FOXHALL HEATH
WHEN:JULY 8

then decided to use theignition
switch to slow the car down.

Hockenheim, but fellow
Brit Gary Paffett came out
ontoptosecurehissecond
DTMtitletogowithhis
2005 triumph. Third place
inthefinalrace meanthe
finished four points ahead
of reigning champion Rene
Rast, who won thefinal six
races of the season. SM

10 BRANDS HATCH

There were only 11 laps left of the
75-lap winner-takes-all National
Hot Rod World Final and Glenn
Bell was cruising serenely in
thelead of the race headed for
his second World championship.
Then all of asudden, drama. A
large puff of smoke emitted from
his Vauxhall Tigra as the throttle
stuck open. Bell initially tried

Asthelaps wound down, rival
Billy Wood closed in on the ailing
car and eventually made his way
ahead as Bell lost control and
spun, although Wood had been
pushed hard all the way by
John Christie.

Wood went on to take his first
World Final win and added that
silverware to the English points

titlethathe had collected earlier
inthe year. MJ

stamping on the anchorsto get
himself around the turns, and

¥ FORCE INDIA SAVED FROM ADMINISTRATION

WHERE: SILVERSTONE seeingafairerdivision of the cash pot inrode Lawrence Stroll, father of F1
— WHEN: LATE-JULY AND that Formula 1 generates. Ithad often racer Lance Stroll, and herescued the
. EARLY AUGUST beenheld up astheteam that managed situation just two weekslater. The team

tomake thelimited amount of cash
ithad gothefurthestin termsof
being competitive.

However, themoney tapran dry on
the verge of the Hungarian Grand Prix
and the team faced extinction. However,

THE GURIOUS GASE OF SANTING FERRUGG

e

ForceIndia was one of the teamsmost
vociferous about the unfair division

of F1finances at the end of 2016, when
Manor disappeared from grand prix
motorsport. There’sno wonderthat the
Silverstone-based squad was so keen on

wasrebranded Racing Point Force India
(which will change again for 2019).
Given the tough timesthatall F1teams
are experiencingin the commercial
world, it would have been unthinkable
tolose another outfitfrom the grid. MJ

WHERE:SILVERSTONE
WHEN:JULY 11
American driver Santino Ferrucci
shot to stardom for all the wrong
reasons at Silverstone in July. The
Formula 2 backmarker crashed
into his Trident Racing F2 team-
mate Arjun Mainion the cool down
lap after therace —and multiple
times during therace—in front of
the Formula 1 audience. He was
banned for four races, tworounds.
In addition to that, he drove his
F2 car between Silverstone’s two
paddocks without his gloves and

was seen operating a phone while
driving. Can you believe it?

He was dropped by the Trident
teamnotlong after theincident
had occurred.

He wasback racinginno time
in IndyCar, and was kept on by
the Haas Formula 1 team asone
of itsjuniors, despite what he
called a “mentallapse”.

“Ihaveno excuse other than
thefactIam a 20-year-old Italian
American with a deep passion
for motorsport, whichis a very
emotional sport,” hesaid. JB
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WHERE: MACAU, CHINA
WHEN:NOVEMBER 18
Charging Briton Dan Ticktum seemed
setfairforthetitle in the European F3

until Mick Schumacher wenton alate
season charge and snatched the glory.
However, the Macau F3 Grand Prixis

Championship after takingfour victories,

G MO

TIL‘ TIIM WINS MAGAU F3 GRAND PRIX - AﬂAIN

S —

the blueriband event of the year and the
Motopark-rundriver snatched asecond
successive win on the streetsin the
FarEast. Itwasaraceheledfrom
starttofinish.

That event wasmarred by adramatic
accident for Sophia Florsch, who collided
with arival, vaulted the barriers and ended

TS

Sheisrecoveringfrom aspinal fracture.

After taking partinthefinal Formula
2rounds of the seasonin Abu Dhabi,
Ticktum crowned his season by
collecting the National Racing Driver
of the Year accolade at the Autosport
Awards ceremony. M]J

up colliding with a photographer’s tower.
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WHERE: AUSTIN,TEXAS
WHEN:SEPTEMBER 30
Barring an unprecedented
upturnin form, Johan
Kristoffersson’s second
straight World Rallycross
drivers’ title was merely
aformality by the time
the series arrived in Texas
for round 10.

At the Circuit of the
Americas’ first World RX

&
5

defence of histitle at the semi

FFERSSON WINS
WRXTITLE

event, the Swede completed the

final stage. It was, however, his
team-mate Petter Solberg who

LOEB AND KRISTOFFERSSON TAKE
SILVERSTONE'S FIRST RALLYCROSS HONOURS

WHERE: SILVERSTONE
WHEN: MARCH 17,MAY 27
Silverstone’sfirst ever rallycross
event, onatrack constructed inside
the Stowe circuit, was held in bitterly
cold March conditions for the British
RX seasonopener.

Rallylegend Sebastien Loeb
claimed victoryin a podium lockout
for factory World RX teams.

Loeb’s Peugeot colleague Timmy
Hansen and EKS Audidriver
AndreasBakkerud alsousedthe
eventasatestandfinished ahead
of thenational contenders.

The Northamptonshirerallycross
circuit was built so World RX could
switch from Lydden Hill to Silverstone
for 2018 and Johan Kristoffersson
won the first World RX round tobe

WHERE: MOTEGI, JAPAN
WHEN:NOVEMBER 11
Successhasbeen hard tocome by
inrecent yearsfor Jenson Button.
The 2009 Formula 1 champion was
lumbered with a series of ever
decreasingly competitive McLaren
carsduringthetwilight of hisF1

career. Him spearing Pascal Wehrlein

intothe wall at Monacoin hisfinal
one-off appearancelast year marked
arather desperate exit.

Butsuccess wasback on Button’s
agendathis season. After a year out,

hereturned tofull-time competition
with aSuper GTtitle tilt alongside
competingin the LMP1 class of the
World Endurance Championship.
Buttonhad dipped his toein the
Japanese Super GT water attheend
of last year and, alongside Kunimitsu
Hondateam-mate Naoki Yamamoto,
heclinched thetitle by just three
points with third place in the Motegi
finale. Button became thefirst rookie
towinthetop classinover 10 years
and described histriumph as “just
asbig” astakinghis Fltitle. SL

WHERE: ALL OVERTHE UK
WHEN:ALL SEASON
The culmination of 15 yearsin
rallying, Matt Edwards achieved
adream by winning the British
Rally Championship titlein just
hissecond seasonin atop-linecar.
Edwards signed with World Rally
Championshipsquad M-Sportin
January, formingthe M-Sport

Swift Rally Team with hislong-
term backer Pete Smith, owner
of Swift Caravans.

What would follow is domination,
he and co-driver Darren Garrod
won all four of the series’ events
outright, stumbling only on Wales
Rally GB where the event was
divided in two.

Takingthird on thefirstleg

was dominatingin Austin,
but when the Norwegian
made amistake with less
than two laps of thefinal to go,
Kristoffersson pounced and
sealed his crown in style with
aninth win of the campaign.
The PSRX Volkswagen
man would goontowin 11 of
the 12roundsin 2018 aboard
Volkswagen Motorsport’s Polo
Supercar, anincredible run
against the might of Solberg,
- Sebastien Loeb, Mattias
Ekstrom and therising
rallycross youngsters. HR

held at the venue, despite careering
intoatyrewall atthe startof the
semi-finals following contact with
PSRX Volkswagen team-mate Petter
Solberg. While Solbergretired from
there-runrace, Kristoffersson won.
The World RX round was part of
the Speedmachine festival weekend,
headlined by Dizzee Rascal, butit was
Kristoffersson who stole the show. HR

EDWARDS'S SUCCESSFUL RALLY YEAR

was all that wasneeded to secure
thetitle,and they duly delivered
despite sliding off in his favourite
Penmachno stagelate-on, bringing
back asecond-hand FiestaR5.

Before GB,hehad also wrapped

upthe BTRDA titleagainstahost
of Fiesta RS WRC cars with more
power, and did that with a whole
roundtospare.]JB
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VETTEL WINS BRITISH GRAND PRIX

20

VERGNE WINS

WHERE: SILVERSTONE
WHEN: JULY 8

“Deliberate orincompetence”
that was Mercedes technical
director James Allison’s
controversial opinion after
Kimi Raikkonen clattered into
polesitter Lewis Hamilton at the
start of the British Grand Prix.

questionable Ferraritactics.

What we doknowisthe
incident denied Hamilton a
chance of an unprecedented
sixth win on home soil -but
only just.

Despite dropping to the very
tail of the field, the Mercedes
driver stormed up the order

aided by two safety car periods).
Ithad been an eventfulrace
withmultiple incidents and
talking points but the result
reflected Ferrari’s strong PR R
position at the time. Vettel G, e
left Silverstone with a 17-point '
advantage over Hamilton,
only for him to throwitall

A spun Hamilton was and finished just 2.2 seconds away, starting with that
unhappy toobutlaterretracted behind Sebastian Vettelin the clumsy spin at Hockenheim
his comments about runner-up spot (admittedly two weekslater. SL

WHERE:NEWYORK,USA
WHEN: JULY 14
CastasidebyRed Bullin Formulal,
Jean-Eric Vergnefoundrefugeinthe
Formula E championship duringits
inaugural seasonin2014/15.

TURKINGTON WINS
A THIRD BTGC TITLE

Ittook until the final round of season WHERE: BRANDS
three in Montreal for him tofinally break HATCH
hisrace win drought, and thatwas a sign of WHEN:SEPTEMBER 30

One win. That was all Colin
Turkington took on his way

thingsto comefor2017/18. The Techeetah
driver took four winsin Chile, Uruguay,

Franceand Americaon his way to sealing tothe 2018 British Touring
thetitleatthefinal roundin New York, his Car Championship and that
first title triumph since British F3in 2010. just proved whata tough

Reigning FE champion Lucas di Grassi competitionithad been.
endured a torrid startto the season with Themodern-day

championship, with option
tyres, successballast and
reversed grids, meansthat
the path to gloryis beset with
pitfalls. And the competition
intheseriesthisterm was
tougher than ever, with 17
different race winners
acrossthe course of the
30-race campaign.
Turkington’s WSR BMW
125i M Sportnever had the
ultimate pace and that
meanthe had toscrapfor
every single pointand,
alongsidethat win at
Oulton Park, there were
nine other podiums which
helped him tofinally eclipse
Tom Ingram’s Toyota for
an emotional third BTCC
crown. Turkington had
been through sometough
personal times away from
the circuitin the middle of
theyear andthetearsashe
stepped from his car after
the 29thround, where he
claimed the trophy, were
thereleaseof ahuge
uphill battle. MJ

Audi Sport Abt, but then recorded two wins
andfive second placesinthelast sevenraces
tofinish runner-up. His efforts and that of
team-mate Daniel Abt were enough to give
Audi theteams’ championship by two
points from Techeetah. SM

L

BRITISH RALLY GHAMPIO

WHERE:THE UK’S STAGES
WHEN: MARCHTO SEPTEMBER
The British Rally Championship began
its third year since a hiatus torelaunch
the contestin 2016 in turmoil through no
fault of its own, as the Border Counties
Rally had to be cancelled due to ‘the
Beastfrom the East’ and the heavy
snow it brought to Jedburgh.

The series had gone for ashorter

calendar, instead adding the blockbuster
Wales Rally GB to the schedule, but

the combination of this and rallies

being cancelled compromised the
calendar significantly.

Further drama snowballed the situation
when Rally Isle of Man was cancelled due
toadisagreement between the event and
the government over road closure
permits, the government accused the

event of “long-standing personal
organisation”, while the event called
itan “unavoidable decision”.

Theresult was afour-event BRC
calendar, losing one of therallies that
issynonymous with it in the Manx.

In better news, the Cambrian, West
Cork Rally and Galloway Hills have been
added in place of the Border Counties and
Wales Rally GBin 2019’s calendar. JB

NEW FEMALE-ONLY W SERIES LAUNC

16

- v

WHEN:OCTOBER 10
There’sbeen aplethoraof
new serieslaunched in thelast
12monthsbutnone of them
have caused quiteasmuch
controversy as W Series.
TheBritish Racingand
Sports Car Club-administered
categoryisopentofemale
driversonly, will use an FIA
Regional F3-spec Tatuus carand
the winner will receive $500,000.
But despite having bigname
backerslike David Coulthard
and Adrian Newey the series
received a swathe of criticism.
“It’s completely unnecessary,”

said 2014 Mazda MX-5 Supercup
champion Abbie Eaton. “Ijust
feel we’ve backtracked aload

by segregatingmen and women
and creatingthisseries.”

There were various other
argumentsagainst the series
too-some suggestedit’sattoo
high alevel toencourage more
female driversinto the sport
andthe money should be spent
atthe grassroots.

Butdespite all the acrimony, five
British drivers have signed up and
areamongthe55contenders that
will be whittled down tothe 18 that
actually gettorace. SL
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WHERE:INTHE WRC
WHEN:THROUGHOUT
THE SEASON
The whole situation was
utterly bizarre. Just off the
podium after therally of his
life, finishing second in
Sweden, and Craig Breen was
lost for words. In abad way.
That was thelast the Waterford
man would see of theinside of
aC3 WRCin competitionfor
twomonths. He was out.
Sebastien Loeb wasin.
Citroen team principal
Pierre Budar thought about

PORSCHE 919 ‘EVO°

hisresponse, considered
conservatism, then replied:
“This wasnotmy decision.”
He couldn’thave been
clearer: Loeb for Breen was
hispredecessor Yves Matton’s
plan and hethought very
little of it. For his part, Loeb
sympathised with Breen. It
wasn’t the way he’d seen this
oneplaying outeither.

But, when Citroen’snine-time
world champion wasupfora
three-round return, Breen was
always going to play second
fiddle. And when Loebled

HYBRID SMASHES

SPA AND NORDSCHLEIFE RECORDS

WHERE: GERMANY AND
BELGIUM
WHEN: APRIL 9/JUNE 29
After World Endurance
Championship success and
subsequent withdrawal from
theseriesattheend of 2017,
it was expected Porsche would
consignitstitle-winning919
Hybrid LMP1 car toamuseum.
Instead, the German firm
modifieditand took the 919 ‘Evo’
onaspectacular ‘world tour’.
Itbroke the unofficial laprecord
of the Spa-Francorchamps
circuit with Neel Janiatthe
wheel, beating Lewis Hamilton’s
pole position timefor the 2017
Flrace.Janisetalm41.770s,
12 seconds quicker thanthe
car’'s WECpolelapin2017.
Despite Sebastian Vettel
retaking therecord back

several monthslater, it still
didn’t diminish Porsche’sfeat.
Twomonthslater,and with
Timo Bernhard driving, the car
unofficially smashed thelate
Stefan Bellof’s outright lap
record for the Nurburgring-
Nordschleife. Bernhard
knocked nearly aminute off
Bellof’s 1983 Nurburgring
1000kms pole position time
of 6m11.13saround the 12.94-
mile Nordschleife, settinga
5m19.546s. It alsojust missed
out by onetenth of asecond
onthe Brands Hatch Indy
laprecord of 38.032s set by
the Benetton B197 of Scott
Mansell back in 2004 during
aEuroBOSSrace. One of
motorsport’s most remarkable
machines wasfinally retired
from publiclifein October. SM

. |

- BREEN GETS BENGHED AND
“ RETURNING LOEB WINS

Mexico until stoppingto
change apuncture, the story
evolved further. The world
stillloved super Seb thefirst.
Sliding off theroad early in
Corsica deviated slightly from
the script, but Rally Spain was
just perfect for the Versailles
team and itsking.

Itwaslike he’d never been
away when helanded a 79th
WRC win with an inspired
tyre choice and stunning
drive through thefinal day
in Salou. Breen was brilliant,
butluckless. DE

WHERE: PIKES PEAK
WHEN: JUNE 24

WHERE: ENSTONE
WHEN: AUGUST 3
Therearen’t many driver
swapsin F1thatreally catch
onlookersunawares, but
Daniel Ricciardo’s decision to
jumpfrom Red Bull to Renault
came fromleft of centre.
TheRed Bullisa winning
car,and the Renaulthasn’t
been since the manufacturer
returnedin2016. The car
hasbeen arguably the fastest
amongthe ‘Class B’ division,

1

Five yearsago Sebastien Loeb smashed
- therecordfor the Pikes Peak International
. Hillclimb. His benchmark of 8m13.878s
came via3.2litres, two turbos and 875bhp.
Atthetime, the word was, his time would
never be beaten. Ever. How could it? How
could anybody drive those 156 corners
faster than Loeb’s average of 87mph?
Nobody could. Nobody did.

WHEN:ALLYEAR
Itwasarollercoaster year
for the World Rallycross

whichbeganonahighin
January when Mattias
Ekstrom ended hisfull-time
DTM career tofocuson
rallycross with increased
Audisupport,just beforeit
was confirmed that electric
carswere planned tobethe

That move wasratified in

Until Romain Dumas arrived in Colorado
Springs to drive Volkswagen Motorsport’s
electrified Norma prototype chassis up
the 12.42-mile course. First announced in
Octoberlast year, the word from Hannover
throughout the development programme
was about chasing Rhys Millen’s electric
best of 9m07.222s for Pikes Peak. Nobody
was willing to go anywhere near therecord
onthesubject of besting Loeb.

Volkswagen kept its counsel and worked

RICGIARDO SWITCHES TO RENAULT F1

WHERE: INWORLD RX

Championship anditsfuture,

top World RX class from 2020.

Photos: LAT, mcklein-imagedatabase.com, Jakob Ebrey Photograph

Juneby the FIA, but when

the minimum three marques
requiredtosignupforthe
concept by the end of August
didn’t materialise, the electric
startdate was postponed until
2021. That delay wasin part
forced by Audinot signing up
toEWRX and withdrawing
from the seriesjustdayslater,
the consequence of which was
Ekstrom endinghis full-time
rallycross career asadriver at
the seasonfinaleand his EKS

team subsequently concluding

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

itsrallycross chapter.

Before thefinal round,
Peugeot alsomade the shock
decision to withdrawits World
RX programme havingnot
finished thefirst year of its
in-house assault, citingthat
thedelayin EWRXnolonger
fitted intoits timescales.

RXregulars Olsbergs MSE
andfinally PSRX VW followed
last week—withdrawing
because of alack of
competition—leavingthe
seriesin astate of disarray. HR

butneedsabigstep forward.
Ricciardoacknowledged
asmuch when heinked his
deal: “Thereisalotaheadin
ordertoallow Renaultto
reach theirtarget of
competing atthe highestlevel
butIhave beenimpressed by
their progressionin only two
years, andI know thateach
time Renaulthasbeeninthe
sportthey eventually win.
Thopetohelpthemin this
journey and contribute.”

Thefact that Kimi
Raikkonen’stime wasup at
Ferrari wasn’t such ashock.
Hehadbeenunderacloudin
thelastfew seasonsand the
Scuderia called time on his
tenure as Sebastian Vettel’s
team-matelater onintheyear
—after which, hemanaged
towinthe US GP. Raikkonen
will perform a swap with
Monegasque Charles Leclerc
goinginthe oppositedirection
from Sauber to Ferrari. MJ

WHERE: ROCKINGHAM when the 2019 BTCC calendar
WHEN:DECEMBER 31 was announced in June. For the
After17yearswhichincludedthe firsttimesince2006the
firstandonly IndyCarracestobe = Northamptonshire venue

heldinthe UK, as well as British
Touring Car Championship and
British GT action, Rockingham
Motorsport Speedway closes to
motorsportattheend of the year.
Rumoursaboutits closure had
plagued the circuitalmostas

soon asitopenedin 2001, but those

whispersbegan to gather pace

wouldn’thostameetingforthe
UK’s premierracingseries.
Then twomonthslater,

Rockingham boss Peter Hardman
confirmed that motorsportevents

would completely cease at
theend of the 2018 season and
the venue would become a
storagefacility forfleet cars,

tolevel anear verticallearning curve.
Rightupuntil the final week of practice,
there wereissuesandniggles. But, when
it mattered most, everything came good.
The clouds cleared on Sunday June 24
and Dumas sent Volkswagen’sI.D. R Pikes
Peak up thehill. America’s Mountain
smiled down and history was made. Two
250kw motors, a stack of aero and a ballsy
Frenchman were enough to hit a history
rewriting 7m57.148s. Job done. DE

atesting venue and hold auctions.
Afarewell meeting was planned
for November, but the event was
cutfromtwo daystojustoneand
the promise of seeing American
single-seatersand NASCARs
never materialised. Perhaps
fittingly, Hardman won the
finaleverrace at the venue and
onDecember1/2Paul King won
thefinal motorsporteventat
the venue: the Rockingham
StagesRally. SM
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RALLY 2WD SOLVES THE RALLY SEEDING ISSUES ™+

WHERE:IN FORESTS
WHEN: JANUARYTO JUNE
Three men from Shropshire.
Itmay soundlike thestartof a
badjoke, butin actual fact they
helped tokickstartarevolution
in British rallying this year.
Since 2015, the running order
on gravel rallies was seeded
on performance, meaning
powerful four-wheel-drive
carsran atthefront, creating
damaged and rutted roads
for lower powered and less
durable cars atthe back. The

main groups affected by this
were 1400cc front-wheel drives
and older historic cars.
However, MNhistorics editor
Paul Lawrence, Simon Wallis
and Alan Walker devised a
scheme whereby cars were
separated into two different
groups effectively creating two
differentrallies on the same
roads. While it wasn’t a perfect
format, it allowed many of the
affected cars back onto the
gravel stages of Britain
and renewed the debate for

reversing the performance-
first seeding. In June, new
Motorsport UK chairman
David Richards helped force
through a change to allow
eventsto seed in two groups or
by class, alleviating the need for
the Rally2WD format anymore.
But whileit was needed it
renewed participation and
sparked debate. It was also
proof that with aloud enough
voice, the powers at be will have
tolisten and adapt—and whata
brilliant sign for the future. JB

WHERE: GROVE marquethatgavehima
WHEN:NOVEMBER breakthroughin2017,
22 when he got back behind
RobertKubica’s world the wheel of an F1car
came crashingdownin andimpressed with his
February 2011 when he immediate pace. Amid
shunted hisrally car. At aswirl of rumoursof a
the time, he was being racedrive, heended up .
feted as F1’snext big landing therole of testand I
superstar, but his development driver with -
trajectory was brought Williams for 2018, tackling
toahaltagainstabarrier threesessionsand
in AndorrainItaly which completingmileage away
left him with severe from the race weekends.
forearm damage among The work that the one-
anumber of other very timerace winner putin
seriousinjuries. with the backroom staff
Thereturnwasalong and hisapproach
and painful one, but, impressed many and he
after astintin the World finally got the callin late
Rally Championship,the = Novembertobecomea
circuitswerebeckoning  full-time F1driver again
again. Hesampled GTs with Williams alongside
and tested LMP1and young Brit George
Formula E machinery. Russell. Theresurrection #*
Renault wasthe is complete. MJ

OGIER SEALS A SIXTH
WORLD RALLY TITLE

WHERE: RALLY WHERE:INFIAF2
AUSTRALIA WHEN: ALL SEASON
WHEN:NOVEMBER 18 Pickinga definingmoment for

For four yearsnot much happened
in Sebastien Ogier’s life. He went
towork, drove his Volkswagen
Polo (faster than anybody else),
wonralliesand, attheend of

the season, wore his crown.

Two yearsago, all that changed.
Volkswagen departed and Ogier
gotbusy. He went private, he
kept on winning. And when he
extended his M-Sportdealinto
2018, itlooked like more of the
same after three winsfromthe
firstfourrallies. Hislights-to-flag
success in Monte Carlo was an
early season highlight given the
capricious conditionsinthe Alps
thisseason (remember Thursday
night over thetop of Sisteron?).

Wales was another highlight.
Afterarun of threerallies
withoutapodium, the champ
hitback bigtime whenitcame
toRally GB. Despite knowing
that putting the car off theroad
would likely signal the end of
his championship challenge and
five-yearreign atthe top of the
WRC, Ogier was sublime toedge
Jari-Matti Latvalafor the win.

Notonly did that fifth GB win
puthistitletilt back ontrack, it
alsomade him the most successful
driverinthehistory of Britain’s
WRCround. Justover amonth
later, five became six as Ogier
topped the world down under. DE

George Russell in 2018is tough.

of winsinaFormula2season
with seven, tying Charles

of Leclerc, Lewis Hamilton,
Nico Rosbergand Nico
Hulkenbergin drivers who
have won Formula 2in their
debut season? Overcominga
tricky F2 car which threw

Isitequalingthe record number

Leclerc and Stoffel Vandoorne?
Orperhapsjoiningtheelite club

reliability problems athim
onmultiple occasions? Or
realising hislife goal of
reaching F1, signing with

with trying to pick one.

He spent the first half of the
season plagued with reliability
problems and having to watch
golden boy Lando Norris steal
all the headlines. But after a

stunning run of form into

mid-season and onwards, he

wasincredible. On average

hefinished a place higherin

Williams? You see the problem

qualifying and in the feature
racesthan any otherdriver and,

erasing carissues, finished

outside thetopfive onceall year.

Thatkind of form got the

Mercedesjuniornoticed and
Williams came callinginlate
October, a PowerPoint to Paddy
Lowehelpingtopushthedeal
overtheline. A win at the first
racein AbuDhabiin F2 secured

thetitleand lessthan a week

later he was sat under afitting
halo, in the Williams F1 car, as

anFldriver.]JB

season and helped
British squad Carlin
totheteams'
championship,
although he
missed out
onthe

drivers'

WHERE:WOKING crown thankstoaslightdip
WHEN:SEPTEMBER 3 in performanceinthe second
Whetherit wasthe sheer half of theseason, and the
drivingtalentorthenine resurgent form of eventual
Weetabix he eatseach day, champion George Russell.
Lando Norris wasaman This year may have not been
onamissionin2018andin perfectintermsof F2,butin
September, herealised a justhisfifth seasonracing
life-long goal of becoming cars, heachieved what he had
aFormulaldriver alwayssetouttodo.Hehas
with McLaren. thedifficult task of beating
Havingbeenajunior with team-mate Carlos Sainz, and
the team since 2017, a pair being ajunior driver
of FP1outingsatSpa hasn’talways been

and Monza pushed positive (read Kevin
his agenda over Magnussen, Stoffel
thelineand the Vandoorne). But
Wokingteam Norris hasmet
couldn’tturn adversity and
downthe19-year-4 conguereditinhis
old, whohad been ‘ short career, and
linked with a move there’s areason
away to ToroRosso. McLaren chosehim

Healsoled thefirst over Vandoorne and
half of the Formmula 2 othersinthe F1

driver market. JB
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ALONSO QUITS F1 AND WINS LE MANS

WHERE:F1 PADDOCKAND

LA SARTHE

WHEN: JUNE AND AUGUST

You could probably fill an entire top 50
list of 2018’s definingmomentsrelated
Jjustto Fernando Alonso. From the trivial,
like him declaring another 15th-place
grid spot was his ‘best qualifyinglap
ever’ or berating the ‘amateur’ driving

although he hasn’t completely ruled
outeverreturningtotheseries. His F1
career, for now anyway, ended with an
11th-placefinishin AbuDhabiinarace
that was notable for Alonso continually
cutting cornersin the closinglaps—and
receiving three penalties—ashe attempted
to creepintothe top 10. His McLaren seat
will be taken by Carlos Sainz Jr, who was

standardsin Formula 1, tolarger confirmed in anintense period of the
storieslike him winning LeMans driver merry-go-round.
and confirminganIndy 500return % used ThentherewastheLeManswin. While
nextyear. Therehascertainly M expected given Toyota’s advantage,
beennoshortage of Alonso W Alonso, Kazuki Nakajima and
stories this year. Q ) .. Sebastien Buemistill delivered
Themost significantis F g i the goodsandfinally ended
probably his decisionto 1 Toyota’s LeMans drought.
quit F1.It was not exactlya ;} Andthetrioistopping
surprise after four dismally - % theWorld Endurance
disappointing—and wasted— ° ‘éﬂhampionship
seasonsatMcLaren, i standings, too. SL
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Hamilton wrapped up the title =

at the Mexican Grand Prix
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tseemed that Mercedes-Benz
bosseson the pitwall were
determined to make Lewis
Hamilton’s attempt to
capture a second successive
title and hisfifth overall
asdifficult as possible.
Strategy mistakesin Australiaand
China gifted the advantage torivals, but
the Briton’srescue missionsin thoseraces
meantthat hemovedintocommandin

the championship when he took his first
winin Azerbaijan.

Rival Sebastian Vettel pushed his Ferrari
back to the top of the standings as Hamilton
struggled for pace in Canadaand then
suffered a crippling fuel pressure problem
in Austria.

Fromthatpoint, Mercedes wasinthe
ascendant and Hamilton went on arun of
six wins in sevenraces throughout the
summer to push himself well out of reach.
Therunmirrored a similarly crushing
blowin 2017 and once again underlined
that heistruly the master of the turbo-
hybrid era.In theend, he wasnearly 100
points clear of Vettel.

Another impressiveindicator to
Hamilton’sdomination was his ability to
winraceseven after the title wasin his
pocket—whichisnotsomethinghehas
donepreviously.

Team boss Toto Wolff said that the Brit
isperformingatadifferentlevel.

Hamilton noticed it himself: “Ithink this
year it was beingin a different placein my
life.Ido want to continue to push thelimits.
[Iwantto]sothatIcanreally continueto
keepthatfoundation asstrongasithasbeen
thisyear, sol canusethat tostartonnext
year. It wasnobiggie thatIdidn’t win after
Iwon the championship butI'm definitely
happy [with the way the end of 2018 went].” M]J
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HﬂllERBﬂASTER TEAR

he World Rally
Championship’s
very own shock
and awe moment
was delivered at
1719hrs on May 24.

Justdays after
crashingout of Rally of Portugal,
Citroen pulled the pin ona grenade
that would rock the service park.
Nobody saw it coming.

“Duetoan excessively highnumber
of crashes, some of which were
particularly heavy and could have had
serious consequences withregard to
the crew’s safety, and given that the
risksinvolved were unjustified by
the sporting stakes at play, Citroen
Racing WRT hasdecided to terminate
the participation of Kris Meeke and
Paul Naglein the2018 WRC.”

Evenre-reading that team statement
morethan six months on, it still takes
some comprehending.

Meeke’s starttothe season hadn’t
beenideal, butapowerstage win and
fourth overall on a tricky Monte
allied to a podium in Mexico were
by nomeans the end of the world.

There’sno gettingaround thefact
that the Portugal shunt was abit of a
monster, but Meeke had been leading
the event on the first day and things
were startingto take shapefor the
Northern Irishman and Citroen.

And then May 24 happened.

Meeke and co-driver Nagle went
toground and said nothing. They
stayed away from the sport for
much of the summer, but offers
from Toyota, M-Sport and Hyundai
were hard toignore. In the end,

Meeke did what he feels he should
have done at the end of 2015, when he
and Makinen first talked around the
table: hefixed his future in Finland.

For all the months after May,
it appeared more and more
complicated for Meeke toreturn.
Reading much of the copy —on these
pages asmuch as anywhere —must
have been like having your obituary
presented to you. ButI was wrong,
we were wrong, everybody but Meeke
and Makinen was wrong. October
brought the news —exclusively to
MN-the Dungannon man would be
back. And then some. DE

WHERE: EVERYWHERE WHEN: ALL SEASON
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GLOSED ROADS
INAGTION

agedatabase.com, M&H Photography, Jakob Ebrey, Tony Adams

hen closed-
road
legislation
was passed in
2017, British
fansrejoiced
and called
for events to sprout up all around
the country. Whether that would
happen though was uncertain,

and required big investment, both
in terms of money, people-power
and time for organisation. A closed-
road event takes a massive amount
to come together.

Thankfully, the beginning of 2018 was
littered with thenews that closed-road
action was coming toatown, city, lane
orforestnear you. WalesRally GB, the
Coventry Motofestand Watergate
Bay Hillclimb all confirmed their
intentionsinthefirst three months of 2018.

Wales Rally GB, perhaps being the
highest profile of all, delivered a special
stagearoundthe Great Ormein
Llandudnoin October, finishingin the
middle of the town with its central
roundabout providing a perfect donut
mound. Thefive-mile stage provided
plenty of dramaand played akeyrole, as
Sebastien Ogier used his advantage on the
testto eke out victory, which became vital
tohim takinga sixth world rally title.

While that was one shortsharptest,
Rally Tendringand Clacton was a
full-blown 40-plus mile closed-road stage
rally and, after over a year of planning,
the event went off withouta hitch despite
thenerves of residents around the area.
Melvyn Evans and Sean Hayde steered
their SubaruImpreza S12B WRC
tovictoryintheroads of the south-east.

Between those tworallies, motorsport
returned to city streets for the first time
since 1990 and the Birmingham Super
Prixasthe Coventry Motofestran a
British Automobile Racing Club-
sanctioned event won by Olly Clark, son
of rally ace Roger, ina Subaruin June.

Andthen the Watergate Bay Hillclimb
followed in September, an uphill flier
through the twistsand turns of Cornwall
aperfect metaphor forthe ascendancy of
closed-road motorsportin the UK.

Three morerallies have confirmed the
intention of using closed-roads next year,
Formula E islooking for a Britishreturn
andno doubt there are other clubs out
therediscussing the possibility of going
closedroadsin2019.If they runasthe
eventsthis year did, fans, spectators
and competitorsareinforatreat.JB



30 DECEMBER 19/26 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

David Evans looks back on a tense and dramatic WRG season in 2018

-
—

A strong start stood . — — — e o —‘—*l
Ogier in good stead

LOSHISNERVE;
ITTEWINNINGIRICAE

hierry Neuville Ford World Rally Team driver. was close to tears. Listening to asthe man to beat. Sure, he headed
could have. Ott Ogier’s trip home from Turkey him relay the effort, the agony and to the nextround in Wales 13 points
Tanak should was aquietone. The day prior to his ultimately the ecstasy at getting his down on Neuville, but helanded on
have. Sebastien departure he’d experienced every car working, his voice wobbled. He Deeside with the sort of momentum
Ogierdid. In emotionimaginable. Saturday’s took amoment. Bowed his head only a Finland-Germany-Turkey
terms of vintage, opener had done for championship slightly, composed himself. Then hat-trick can generate.
thisyear’s World | leader Neuville,leaving Ogier out crashed on the next stage. And Friday’s north Wales stages
Rally Championship wasright front. Could he stay there? Turkey’s return to the world only served to further that theory.
up there with the bottle of If he could, his rival’s top-of-the- championship was always going to The Estonian demolished everybody
Chateau Petrus the Frenchman table advantage could be wiped be a contentiousissue for entirely and had the rally won before the
shared with Malcolm Wilson away in a stroke. Such thoughts separate political reasons. weekend had begun. Cruisingand
to celebrateit. were gone one stage later, when he No matter what your views on controlling Saturday, the fragile
That the cork came so close to toowas stranded at the side of the Recep Tayyip Erdogan were, the front end of his Toyota Yaris WRC
remaining in the merlot only road working on his car. roads over which he presides let him down again and he was forced
served tofurther improve the taste. Finally, he got the Fiesta WRC played host to the season’s most to stop with radiator damage. Sweet
'-"I' With three of the season’s 13 mobile again and got to the next dramatic scenes. Lamb left a bitter taste.
ralliesremaining, Ogier was the stage. Then he slid off the road Buthe wasn’tdone yet. Onerally on
: outsider. Sitting in third place, and stayed there. Tanak denied and he was bossing a Spanish Friday
) - = — 23 points down on Neuville after Ogier’snot known as a hugely Plenty saw Turkey as the turning inthe same fashion. This time it was
P . Rl e Tt VSTE Tt o Rally Turkey in September, a emotional character, but Turkey point. It was, apparently, where apuncture that halted his charge.
A o e e comeback from here was hard gottohim. When he arrived in Neuville and Ogier lost the His journey from hero to zero was
Kris Meeke’s year was truncated topicture. Even for the M-Sport service havingfixed his car, he championship. And Tanak emerged completed when he crashed out of the

ROUND BY ROUND

: 3Rally Mexico
: MARCH 8-11

: Championship leader Neuville finds the
¢ shoe onthe other foot on round three,

: where he's sacrificed at the front of the

: starttothe Monte. But starting fifth : field and can only manage sixth place.

. onaparticularly snowy road in Sweden : Sebastien Loebis backinthe WRC

¢ isn'tabad pay-offand he makes the ¢ againand leads, butloses out when

: mostofit—movinginto the lead on : he stopsto change a puncture. Ogier

: SS3and staying there all the way to - wins, but clipping a chicane on the final

: thefinish. Firstand second on the road, : stagemeansatrip to the stewards and

¢ Ogierand Ott Tanak can do nothing : theloss of hisfour powerstage points. i

: 2Rally Sweden

: FEBRUARY 15-18

: Sittingina Sisteron ditch a couple of
: weeks earlier, it was hard for Neuville
: toseea positive from his disastrous

1 Monte Carlo
JANUARY 25-28

Forget the Col de Turini providing
astinginthe tailonthisyear's
Monte, the sting comes right at
the top of the season as the crews
are forced to tip-toe their way
across the top of afrozen solid
Sisteron test on the first Thursday
night of the 2018 season. Few
emerge unscathed, but Thierry
Neuville (spin) and Elfyn Evans

(puncture) endure the toughest secure his fifth straight win on ¢ except shovel snow out of the way and ¢ Ogier is furious and this row will rumble
starts, dropping four minutes the WRC season opener. : swearabout it. They do lots of both. : onuntil mid-season.

apiece. The shocking conditions 1 Sebastien Ogier (Ford Fiesta) : 1 Thierry Neuville (Hyundaii20) : 1 Sebastien Ogier (Ford Fiesta)
continue, but Sebastien Ogieris 2 OttTanak (Toyota Yaris) : 2 Craig Breen (Citroen C3) : 2 Dani Sordo (Hyundaii20)

more than a match for them, to 3 Jari-MattiLatvala (Toyota Yaris) : 3 Andreas Mikkelsen (Hyundaii20) : 3 Kris Meeke (Citroen C3)
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The men who bossed the
series (I-r): Martin Jarveoja,
Ott Tanak, Sebastien Ogier,
Julien Ingrassia, Thierry
Neuville and Nicolas Gilsoul

lead fightin the Australianfinale.
By then, however, his hopes and
dreams of amaiden title were
well and truly out of hishands.

Tanak’s start was one of the
surprises of the season. Nobody
doubted his pace, but 2018 was his
first year aboard a Yaris WRC, having
driven Cumbrian-built Fiestas for
six of the previous seven seasons.
Tanak was as surprised as anybody,
evidenced by him rating his debut
podium in Monte Carlo as a personal
highlight from a year of exceptional
wins and towering speed.

And that speed has been placed
beyond question with the season’s
bignumbers: stage wins? Tanak:

70 from this 250, 30 more than
anybody else. And heled for 86 of
those 250. That’s 21 more than his
nearestrival.

4Tour de Corse
APRIL 5-8

Forthe third time in four
rallies, Ogier isthe man
to beat. M-Sport's Ford

: 5Rally Argentina

: APRIL 26-29

: Tanak's first win ina Toyotawas

: telegraphed by an encouraging pre-event
testin Sardiniaaweek or so earlier. Arriving

Fiesta WRC hasthe

legs onits rivals and the Frenchmanis looking
entirely comfortable on the French island

as he stretches achampionship leadto 17
points. Tanak solves a suspension conundrum
that had contained his speed in Toyota's
Yaris, allowing the Estonian to power his way
up to second by the finish. Neuville survives a
late engine scare to clinch third for Hyundai.

1 Sebastien Ogier (Ford Fiesta)

2 OttTanak (Toyota Yaris)

3 Thierry Neuville (Hyundaii20)

¢ in South America, the Estonianisin

: confidentmood and, courtesy of his speed
: from shakedown to powerstage, the new
¢ boyinthe teamis simply unbeatable. Kris
: Meeke runs second before he's forced to
: stopand change apuncture late on day

: two, adeflation that allows Neuville up to
: second place. Dani Sordo is third, a

: second podiumin three events.

: 1 OttTanak (Toyota Yaris)

i 2 Thierry Neuville (Hyundaii20)

: 3 Dani Sordo (Hyundaii20)

Second place on a particularly
tricky and changeable Montein
January was a solid indication that
Tanak had located a sweet spot with
the Yaris, butit wasround fivein
Argentinain April where he sank
squarely into the middle of it.

Assilly spinin thefirst stage proper,
dropped Tanak to the wrong end of
the top 10 and cost him 23 seconds to
theleader. Fired up and frustrated,
the #8 Toyota was taken by the scruff
of itsneck and driven harder and
faster than ever. Four stageslater, he
wasinthelead. Alead heneverlet slip.

Somuch was expected from the
nexttworoundsin Portugal and
Sardinia, butarock and a heavy
landing cost him those results. In
Toyota’s defence, therock on theline
in Portugal was virtually football-
sized, but Tanak slotted it mid-ships

where the underbody protectionis
atits strongest. But still the oil exited.

Three Fridayslater and the Yaris
nosedived flat-in-top into the Monte
Baranta stage. Immediately, Tanak
looked down at the dash, waiting
for the warninglight. It came.

He stopped.

But the heart-breaker was Wales.
That was the one hereally deserved.
Braking for amedium-speed left-
hander, the front of the car took
another engine-damaging impact,
but this onereally wasn’t Tanak’s
fault. In Portugal, Ott slammed the
bonnet down in frustration. In Italy,
co-driver Martin Jarveoja flunghis
pacenote book at the dash. In Wales,
Tanak lay down on the ground and
shut his eyes, pondering a massive,
massive missed opportunity.

Continued on page 32

i 6 Rally Portugal
: MAY 17-20
: Once he's dialled the Hyundaiin at lunchtime
: onday one, Thierry Neuville doesn’t look
: back. He's on sublime form and an inch-
perfect performance, allied to punctures
. for Citroen rivals Meeke (who then crashes
i heavily onthe second day) and Craig Breen,
: notto mention an uncharacteristic accident
: from Ogier, leaves the Belgian looking down
| : oneverybody from the top of the table by the
: time this event finishes. After a troubled start,
: Evansisgladto get his seasonup and
| : running with second.

: 1 Thierry Neuville (Hyundaii20)
: 2 Elfyn Evans (Ford Fiesta)
: 3 Teemu Suninen (Ford Fiesta)
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Continued frompage 31

The comfortfor Tanak is what lies
ahead. It’sfair to say the transition
into Toyota wasn’t all plain sailing and
there was the need for adjustment from
both sides asthey became acquainted.
Mid-season, there was more talk of
trouble on the horizon in the Puuppola
base, but once again team principal
TommiMakinen has steered the ship
to calmer waters and Ottended the year
ahappier man. If Toyota can deliverin
terms of transmission development
(Tanak’ssure there’smore grip, feel
and stability to come from the car) and
front-end reliability, then he’ll start
nextseasoninavery strong position.

Andnotjusthim. Jari-Matti Latvala
suffered similarissues, but with hisjob
ontheline, the Finn kepthis counsel
andrefused tobe drawn on internal
matters. Instead, Latvalafocused his
energies on what he could control and
was simply superb—arguably better
than ever—inthe second half of the
year. Second in Turkey, he was pipped
tothe win by Ogierin Wales, then
lost apossible Spanish success with
apuncture before topping the podium
in Australia.

Latvalalooked amore complete
driverthanever asthis year drew
toaclose. A potential title tilt next
season might havelooked fanciful
with team-mates as strongas Tanak
and theinbound Kris Meeke, butif
J-ML can stretch thatautumnform
intoafull season, 2019 could just
deliver hisdream.

Citroen not Meecke
Havingmentioned Meeke, now’s
asgood atimeasany todiscuss what
turned outtobe a dramatically shorter
year than the Northern Irishman
expected. Thefirsttworounds weren’t
dramatically different to 12 months
earlier, with Meeke findingnothing
like the confidence needed to push for
awininMonte or Sweden. By round
threein Mexico things were looking up,
then arareerror from co-driver Paul
Nagle costthem a podium in Corsica

in April; stopping to change a puncture
had the same effect on their Argentina
result. And then came Portugalin
May. A couple of deflations attheend
of Friday forced the Citroen crew to
runatyre-lessrimon the Portostreet
stage, where television pictures

Mads Ostberg: Citroen call-up

depicted sparksflyingand high
drama. Thereality was a sensible
strategy that keptthemintheevent.

Seeingthe C3 WRC through the
Porto streetsreminded folk —this time
quite unfairly —of Meeke’sreckless
streak. Atthis point, the Dungannon
driver hadn’t made a significant
mistake since that Thursday night on
Rally Germany the previous summer.

Onday twoin Portugal, Meeke
turned intoan Amaranteleft-hander
fractionally toolate and the C3 was sent
tothetrees. When the dust settled, the
carlooked horrific. Meeke and Nagle
rightly pointed to the Citroen’s safety
features doingtheirjobin keepingthe
crew safe. But Citroen went down
theroad of what-ifs, put together a
damning communication and sacked
the pair of them.

Mads Ostberg stepped in and made
themost of aheavily revised Citroen
with a great second placein Finland
and Craig Breen constantly looked for
waystobuild onabrilliant secondin
Sweden. But neither could make their
season stick, with Breen enduring
agenuinely luckless year.

Staringdown the barrel of what
would be only Citroen’s second
winless season since 2002, the old
boy came back and delivered for
them. Onthethird eventin histhree-
rally programme, Sebastien Loeb
wound back the yearstoclincha
Rally Spain victory that provided
yetanother fanciful storylinein
thismost compelling of seasons.

Hyundai’s rollercoaster
Comingintothe second season with
theselatest generation World Rally
Cars, Hyundaihogged the headlines.
Firstly, could Neuville finish the job
he’d started in 2017 and secondly,
how quickly could the Korean
manufacturer tie-up the makes’ title?
Andreas Mikkelsen joined Hyundai
attheend of 2017 and, showing
immediate pace, came closeto
winningin Australia. The world
waited asfamously good mates
Neuville and Mikkelsen went head-
to-head in astraightracetothetitle.
And that story would have been
fascinating, had the Norwegian
turned up;it’sraretoseeadriverfall
sofarfrom gracein asingle season.
Yes, there wereflashes of inspiration
andspeed, but that’s all they were.
Strugglingto getthe cartosuit him,
hetweaked hisdriving style tosuit
thei20 Coupe WRC, butonceadriver
turnstheirback on what comes
naturally tothem, they’re onahiding
tonothing. That’s precisely what
Mikkelsen was on all season.
Conversely, Hyundai’s part-timers
Hayden Paddon and Dani Sordo did
thejobthey were asked todo. And
spent much of the year makingupfor
Mikkelsen’s shortcomings. It’s telling
toseethat Paddon, with six fewer starts
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i\ PO DR AR 4 6 8 : 0 OTA
1 Sebastien Ogier Ford Fiesta 26 |5 |25 |28 |16 |- |22 |10 |17 |5 |28 |22 |15 [219
2 Thierry Neuville Hyundaii20 14 127 |11 |15 [23 |29 |30 |4 (19 [5 |12 (12 |- 201
3 Ott Tanak Toyota Yaris 18(3 |5 [19 (27 |- |5 |30 |29 (28 |4 (13 |1 181
4 Jari-Matti Latvala Toyota Yaris 1716 |8 |- |- |- |6 [18 |- (20|23 (4 |26 |128
5 Esapekka Lappi Toyota Yaris 6 (17 |- |13 |4 (15|15 ]- |18 |- [16 |6 |16 |126
6 Andreas Mikkelsen Hyundaii20 3 (18 |14 6 |13 |- |2 |1 |8 108 |1 |- 84
7 Elfyn Evans Ford Fiesta 8 |- - 1018 (1911 |6 |- 1 |- [17 /10 |80
8 Hayden Paddon Hyundaii20 10 - |12 |12 15 |6 18 |73
9 Dani Sordo Hyundaii20 18 |12 (15 |15 - 11 71
10 | Mads Ostberg Citroen C3 8 8 |10 22 |- |- |4 18 |70
11 Craig Breen (Citroen C3) 67; 12 Teemu Suninen (Ford Fiesta) 54; 13 Sebastien Loeb (Citroen C3) 43; 14 Kris Meeke (Citroen C3) 43; 15 Jan Kopecky (Skoda Fabia R5) 17, etc.
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Jari-Matti Latvala rounded
out the season with a win

than Andreas, finished just 11 points
behind him-and outscored himon
four of his seven starts. Sordo, who
wasone place behind the Kiwiin

the end of season standings, beat
Mikkelsen to the finish five times.

Alltoooften, the heavy lifting was
left to Neuville. Toyota didn’t win
this year’s manufacturers’title,
Hyundailostit.

And that’sabsolutely not meant to
take anything away from Makinen’s
men. They did a quite magnificentjob
inthemid-season development of the
Yaris and thefour-time champ and his
sportingdirector Kaj Lindstrom should
takeplenty of creditinreigniting
Latvala’sfire. Unfortunately, those
changes cametoolate for Esapekka
Lappi, who’d seen enough by Finland
and was already lookingtolearn
French for an end-of-season move
to Citroen.

Ogier on top

Lappi’snew team-mate will, of course,
be Ogier who takes hisnumber ones
from the side of the Fiesta and puts
them on a C3next season. Ogier will be
badly missed by M-Sportin2019. And
he’llmiss the Britsas well.

We’ve seen a different side to Ogier
this year. After five years of dominance,
he’sbeenin adogfight through 2018.
Thathe’s come out with the same result
since’13,istestamentto Ogier’s ability,
resolve, talent and temperament.

There have been times of sheer
brilliance from Ogier this year. Aside
from winning three of the first four
rallies, stage sixin Sardinia (fastest
inthick fogand pouringrain)andthat
final run through Gwydir on thefinal
morningin Wales kind will live long
inthe memory.

But what of Neuville? Canhe
bounce back from dropping a 27-point

lead goinginto the second half of
thisseason? Looking at hisresults
followinga quite brilliant final-stage
winin Sardinia, you’d have to question
that. Hemanaged just one podium
(second in Germany) through the
season’s second half andrarely
looked like the driver who’d taken
ararenon-Scandinavian winin
Sweden at the top of the year.

Neuville haslittleinterestin such
considerations. Anybody who knows
the Belgian knows confidence and
self-belief isno problem for him.

He passesthe point up thelineand
talks of Hyundai’s need to keep
pace with Toyota.

Butattheback of hismind-and that
of Ogier,nodoubt-there willremain
asinglefigure; one manready toruin
everybody’s 2019 plans. Ott Tanak
won’t befarfrom anybody’s thoughts
as Monte Carlomoves ever closer. l

ROUND BY ROUND

: 10 Rally Turkey
7 SEPTEMBER 13-16

First thing Saturday morning and
championship leader Neuville hits

: 9 Rally Germany
: AUGUST 16-19

: Tanakis untouchablein
his successful pursuit of

: 8 RallyFinland

: JULY 26-29

: Takingasecond per kilometre out of
everybody in the Moksi stage is almost unheard

Z Rally Italy
JUNE 7Z-10

Thisis the World Rally
Championship atits

absolute best. Helped by lead ahead ofthe summer  : of. Yet Tanak does just that to set up afirst : back-to-back winsin Germany. : trouble asthe front-left damper
unseasonal heavy rainon break. Esapekka Lappi Estonian winin Jyvaskyla for 15 years. Driving Behind him, the championship battle intensifies. : bursts through the bonnet. He's out.
the opening day, title makes his first trip to the - aToyotabuiltjustup the road in Puuppola, - Ogierlooks to be the only man capable of . And chieftitle rival Ogier damages
protagonists Thierry Neuville 2018 podium with third, : Tanak humbles the best of the rest withan : threatening the Estonian’s runaway Toyota, : thefront-right of his Fiesta. Crucially,
and Sebastien Ogier raise goingsomewaytomaking  : outrageously quick Finland win. Citroenstand-in : buthe'sforcedto stop and changeapuncture  : the M-Sport crew make it to service
themselves above and upforasecondsuccessive - Mads Ostberg makes the most of new C3 - and can only manage fourth. Series leader ¢ before sliding off the road on the very
beyond everybodyelseand  retirement for Ott Tanak. - geometry and afavourable place ontheroadto : Neuville endures an indifferent event, : nextstage. You couldn’t make this up!

it's alleyes onthem as they
head into the final stage of a
Sardinian classic. Neuville

1 Thierry Neuville
(Hyundaii20)
2 Sebastien Ogier

: lead early on. He finishes second, edginglocal : struggling with transmission issues for the
: heroJari-MattiLatvalain afinal-stage thriller. ~ : first half of the rally and is relieved to make it to
: 1 OttTanak (Toyota Yaris) : thefinishin second place ahead of Lappi.

¢ Having been nowhere for two days,
¢ Tanakfinds himselfinthe lead and
: cruising to athird successive win.

overturns Ogier's0.8slead  (Ford Fiesta) : 2 Mads Ostberg (Citroen C3) . : 1 OttTanak(Toyota Yaris) : 1 OttTanak (Toyota Yaris)
to win on the ltalianisland, 3 Esapekka Lappi 3 Jari-Matti Latvala oS : 2 Thierry Neuville (Hyundai i20) 2 Jari-Matti Latvala (Toyota Yaris)
strengthening his series (Toyota Yaris) : (Toyota Yaris) 3 3 Esapekka Lappi (Toyota Yaris) : 3 Hayden Paddon (Hyundaii20)




Thierry Neuville
was top in Sweden
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| < \ Andreas Mlkkelsen
" failed to show his pace

It was a trying year
for Craig Breen

Last year’s Autosport International
was a cause for significant optimism
for British and Irish rally fans. Kris
Meeke, Paul Nagle, Elfyn Evans,
Dani Barritt, Craig Breen, Scott
Martin and Seb Marshall [Hayden
Paddon’s co-driver] were allin
Birmingham for thelaunch of the
World Rally Championship and
alllooking ahead to puttingforward
asignificant challenge.

Admittedly, Marshall’s would be
something of a bit-part programme
with him and Paddon only tackling
half therallies.

Whatadifference a year makes.
Nextmonth Marshall’sback in
Britain’s second city where he
will be alongside Meeke and
surely ready for a title tilt.

Meeke was in that positionlast
year. After a stop-start season of
development, much was expected
of the Northern Irishman and his
C3.Itdidn’tgotoplan.

Breen was thefirst of the three
tomake the podium, with the
Waterford star finishing round
twoin Sweden in a stunning second
place. And he’d doneit without,
apparently, breakingtoomuch of a
sweat. Unfortunately for Breen, that
career best result would only serve
topile onthefrustration ashe was
benched for the next tworalliesin
Mexico and Corsicatomake way for
the returning Sebastien Loeb.

Citroen’sinbound team principal
Pierre Budarmadeit quite clear
this was the policy of his Belgian
predecessor (Yves Matton, who
departed tobecome FIA rally
directorin February)andnot
adecision hehad made.

A Saturday shunt ruled Breen out
of hisreturningrallyin Argentina
and then his season just seemed to
spiral downwards, with middle of
theroadresultsrunningthrough
themiddle of the season. And very
little of that was of Breen’smaking,
there were punctures, handbrake
issues, rain showersin Germany —
all of these things combined to
leave him runningin the worst
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possible position on theroad
through the weekend.

It would befair to say Breen saw
little of therub of the green this season.

And then things went seriously
wrong when his C3 waslost tofire
in Turkey. Fourth in Wales was a
brief respite, allowing him to offer
hisfavoured, “Flat tothe square
right,” asa description on more
than one occasion. If you're still
off the pace with that one, Google
thosefive words, sit back and enjoy
some quality Irish onboard.

Spain and Australia didn’t offer
the end of the season he might have
hoped for. The Coffs Harbour-based
rally started well enough. Quickest
in Sherwood late on Friday, Breen
wasrightin thethick of thelead
fight until suspension damage on
Urungu-his concentrationnot
helped by a sticking throttle on the
previous stage—confined him to
thelower end of the top 10.

There’sno doubt building pressure
probably took its toll on Breen as
the season progressed, the harder he
soughtaresult, the harderitbecame
tofind one. In a perfect world, there
was enough pace and potential
there to offer Breen another shot
this season, but only time will tell
if hisisthe perfect world.

It was a similar story of misfortune
for Evans. Puncturesruined Monte
and Sweden, while a sixth-gear shunt
left co-driver Barritt seeing stars and
out of notjust the Leon weekend, but
alsothefollowingeventin Corsica.
Fifth was a solid result with stand-in
co-driver Phil Mills.

Evans andhismoreillustrious

Elfyn Evans was a
man under pressure f .

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

M-Sport Ford team-mate Sebastien
Ogier struggled to get the best out of
the carin Argentina, but second in
Portugal offered hope for the second
half of the season. A noddy accident
in Tula, understeeringintoabank on
the second stagein Sardinia, putthe
mockerson histrip totheItalian
island and Evans couldn’trevive the
speed which had carried him to
second in Finland 12 months earlier.
He was seventh in Jyvaskylathis
timearound. More understeer and
more steering damage followed in
Germany and, by this time, the
pressure wasreally building.

Things didn’timprove with broken
suspensionin Turkey and aroad
section engineissue in Wales.

By this point, things were looking
grimfor Evans—justasthey had
three yearsearlier. In 2015, Evans
wilted under the pressureand wasa
broken man on thefinal round. Not
thistime. Hebounced back with a
sensational drive through Spain,
edging Thierry Neuville—to the
delight of Ogier and the whole
M-Sportsquad—for third place and
then delivering an untroubled sixth
atthe New South Walesfinale.

Evans, like Breen, has been better
than hisresults would suggest this
season. He’s demonstrated maturity
and self-confidence. But, if he does
baganother seasoninthe WRC,
then he hasto comeoutand put
the Ford Fiesta WRC onits door
handles from the very start.

The misfortune’sfinished,
Evanshashad enough timeatthe
sport’ssharpend. It’stime tostart
winning somerallies.
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: 13 Rally Australia
: NOVEMBER 15-18
: Tryasthey might, there's nothing Neuville or
: man himself thinks : Tanak can do about Ogier’s march towards
:it's possible. Butitis: : thetitle. Afirst-day puncture costs the
Sebastien Loeb winds Hyundai man dearly. He pushes as hard

: backthe years and clinches a ninth Rally Spain : ashedares to make time up on Ogier, but

¢ victory. Andthe Frenchmandoesitinthebestway  : mistakes creepinand he retires, knocking

: possible, gambling on afinal-morning tyrechoice ~ : awheel off on the penultimate stage. Tanak
: that provesinspired and enoughtoseal Citroen's  : leads, butit's not enough. He needs Ogier

: onlyvictory of 2018. Of more relevance in terms - tohittrouble. Instead, he bounces his Yaris

! 12 Rally Spain
: OCTOBER 25-28
: Noteventhe great

11 Rally GB

OCTOBER 4-7

Tanak has two objectives in Wales: to
score afifth win of the year and play himself
into the race for the drivers’ championship.
The Estonian is magnificent through the
opening day, pulling himself half a minute
clear of the chasing pack. It all goes wrong
when the radiator is damaged second
time through Sweet Lamb. Ogier steps

in to take a sensational victory from under

the nose of an inspired Latvala. Neuville’s : ofthe championship fight, his countryman Ogieris  : offthe New South Wales scenery and
atthe races before he slidesinto aditch. : second and moves past afourth-placed Neuville : leavesafive-time championto makeita
He finishes fifth. : tothetop of the table with one round remaining. : straight six. Latvala wins.

: 1 Sebastien Loeb (Citroen C3)
: 2 Sebastien Ogier (Ford Fiesta)
: 3 Elfyn Evans (Ford Fiesta)

: 1 Jari-Matti Latvala (Toyota Yaris)
: 2 Hayden Paddon (Hyundaii20)
: 3 Mads Ostberg (Citroen C3)

1 Sebastien Ogier (Ford Fiesta)
2 Jari-Matti Latvala (Toyota Yaris)
3 Esapekka Lappi(Toyota Yaris)
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SEBASTIEN OGIE

Car: Ford Fiesta ' -
WRC Team: s
M-Sport Ford
World Rally Team
Wins: 4
Podiums: 6
Points: 219
Championship
position: 1st
Showed his
absolute pedigree
this year. Was 23
points down with
three events
remaining and
looking down and
out. Ogier used
every ounce of
his experience,
his guile, his
nous and his
considerable
talent to stalk,
pounce upon

and ultimately
pass his title
rivals. He might
not be the fastest
driverinthe
world, butheis
unquestionably
the bestand at
the top of his
game right now.

MN'S LEADING PERFORMERS
OF THE WRG SEASON

We pick out the top 10 drivers of the season just gone. By Colin Clark

Car: Toyota Yaris WRC
Team: Toyota Gazoo
World Rally Team
Wins: 4 Podiums: 6
Points: 181
Championship
position: 3rd
Wellif Ogier isn't the fastest
in the world then who is?

Not too much doubt about

it really. Tanak was showing
signs of brilliance in 2017

in the Fiesta but moved up
another couple of levels in
his debut year with Toyota.
He won four rallies this year
but it could have been

many more. Well placed to
challenge in 2019 and will be
title favourite in many eyes.

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Car: Toyota Yaris Team: Toyota Gazoo World
Rally Team Wins: 1 Podiums: 5

Points: 128 Championship position: 4th
In the form of his life in the second half of the
2018 season. Three podiums and awinin
Australia signalled a stunning return to form for
the eminently likeable Finn. Most importantly
his head seems to be in the right place with the
Puuppola-based Toyota team. Played a major
part in securing the manufacturers’ crown for
Toyota and willbe a contenderin 2019.

Car: Citroen C3WRC
Team: Citroen Total Abu Dhabi World

Rally Team

Wins: 1 Podiums: 1

Points: 43 Championship position: 13th
Just the most remarkable comeback from

Le Maestro. Was challenging in Mexico,
mighty quick in Corsica and utterly brilliant

in Spain. Has lost none of his ability and
demonstrated superbly that rallying is not,
and never will be, about speed alone.

Car: Hyundaii20 Team: Hyundai Shell Mobis
World Rally Team Wins: 3 Podiums: 6
Points: 201 Championship position: 2nd
Brilliant start to the year where three wins and
two podiums gave him a dominant lead in the
championship. The second half of the season
was nothing short of a disaster, however. One
podium in six events was far from championship-
winning form. Battled the car and drove beyond
its capabilities on too many rallies but gets a solid
five stars for effort and commitment.

Car: Skoda Fabia R5 Team: Skoda Motorsport
Wins: 2 (WRC2) Podiums: 3 (WRC2)
WRC2 points: 90 WRC2 championship
position: 3rd

We have seen the future, and the future is as exciting
as hell. Stuttering start to his season exploded into
life with breathtaking and car breaking run on Rally
Finland. Finished the year with two wins in WRC2
and looks to be more than living up to all the hype
that continually surrounds this child prodigy.
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Car: Hyundaii20

Team: Hyundai Shell Mobis
World Rally Team

Wins: 0 Podiums: 2
Points: 71
Championship
position: 9th

Never outside the top

five and two podiumsin

his part time season with
Hyundai was exactly

what was needed by

his employerin 2018.

The reduced level of
expectation on the veteran
Spaniard seems to suit him
welland his speed and
overall performance was at
alevel beyond what we've
seen in the past. More of
the samein 2019 please.

Car: Hyundaii20

Team: Hyundai Shell Mobis
World Rally Team

Wins: 0 Podiums: 2
Points: 73 Championship
position: 8th

Remarkably similar season
to Sordo. Rally GBwas a
disappointment but other
than that a solid point-
scoring season for the Kiwi
charger. Podiums in Australia
and Turkey demonstrate

that he can still be a challenger
tothe WRC elite. But with
Hyundai signing Loeb, his
future at the top-level of
rallying is up in the air and

he has very few options
available to him.

Jan Kopecky won

Car: Citroen C3WRC
Team: Citroen Abu Dhabi
World Rally Team

Wins: 0 Podiums: 1

Points: 43

Championship position: 14th
He makes my top 10 for his
actions off the stages and
most definitely not because of
his actions on the stages. He
was supposedly suggesting
that the terse note of dismissall
from Citroen was career-
ending, yet somewhat
miraculously, six months later
was confirming a full time
return with Toyota. Bouncing
back with all the style, punch,
power and finesse of Tyson
Fury. Genius.

Car: Skoda Fabia R5

Team: Skoda Motorsport I
Wins: 5 (WRC?2) Podiums: 6
(WRC2)

WRC2 points: 143WRC2
championship position: 1st
Won 11 of the 12 events

he entered in 2018. Much

like Loeb, demonstrating
brilliantly that rallying is

about experience and
intelligence as much as
anything else. Gave the
supposed young guns of

the WRC an absolute
whipping on more than one
occasion and fully deserved
his WRC2 crown. Would

love to see him get a crack
inaWRC car.

WRC2 at a canter

eeingthe end of
anll-yearcareer
loomingontothe
horizon canbean
incredibly motivating
force.Justask Jan
Kopecky (or Dani

Sordo, obviously...). Kopecky
came into this season not really
sure what his year was going
tolook like. It ended up being
his best yet.

So oftenin the past, the Czech
star has been forced to play second
fiddle to the next bigthing coming
throughina Skoda. But, having
served his time in the Asia Pacific
and European Rally Championships,
Kopecky was finally given a shot
atthe bigone; Skoda sanctioned
hisassaulton the R5’s biggest
prize: WRC2. Kopecky repaid
thatfaith with aremarkable
campaign that delivered five
wins, a second place and the title.

Once again, however, the WRC2
battle was skewed by the fact that
the main protagonists came together
onjustoneoccasion. Ironically, they
weren’t avoiding each other —it was
Skoda’sdecision when and where to
run Kopecky and team-mates Pontus
Tidemand and Kalle Rovanpera. But
the simple fact that Turkey provided
the only head-to-head competition
once again demonstrated that the
FIA and WRC Promoter doesn’t
have an answer to the calendar
for the series’ second tier.

Butlet’snot get bogged down in
that. Instead, let’srevel in Kopecky’s
mastery of the Fabia R5. Jan was
the man in Turkey as his Swedish
team-mate and rival Tidemand
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Kalle Rovanpera Was an instant hit at the wheel

of a Sko.da

suffered two punctures and broken
wheels in successive stages, ruling
him outand ruining his year.
Tidemand’s season didn’t get off
tothebest of starts, when he was
beaten at home by Toyota’s junior
Japanese driver Takamoto Katsuta -
asurprise, but worthy winner of
WRC2in Karlstad. He won his next
threerallies, butretiringin Turkey
effectively ended his hopes of a
successful WRC2 title defence.
Kopecky deserved the win. And
Rovanpera certainly deserved
the headlines and the plaudits
he earned for his winsin Wales
and Spain at the end of the
18-year-old’sfirst season in WRC2.
Gus Greensmith upheld M-Sport’s

| honour with fourth. The

Manchester driver made a solid
starttothe season, with a brace of
secondsin Mexicoand Argentina,
butretirements in Germany and
Turkey hit his title campaign hard.
The Junior WRCtitle race went to
the wire with just about every driver
still able to take the crown, partly
thanks toadouble-headerfinalein
Marmaris. Dennis Radstrom was
the early pacesetter, taking two
wins from the first threeroundsin
the six-event series. But when the
Swede crashed in Finland, his
countryman Emil Bergkvist
justified his decision to step back
from WRC2to the junior series by
taking the title—and the biggest
prize in world rallying, a new Ford
FiestaR5-onthefinalround. W
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The firm’s Polish arm has ramped up its H) and is ready to take the next step. By David Evans

HOWM-SPORT IS BREAKING

Polish staff will build # =
100s of cars and kits

lyinginto
Krakow’s

John Paul II
International
Airportisa
slightly surreal
experiencefora
rally fan. There’s the predictable
bird’s eye view of along-stay car
park, an Orlen petrol station, a
McDonalds... and an enormous
M-Sport building.

Arrivingonthe car park at M-Sport
Poland, it’s quite disorientating. The
signageis, naturally, similar tothe
business end of Dovenby Hall, but
inplace of a 16th-century country
house, there’sa cuttingedge,
design-led factory.

And every few minutesa pair of
Rolls-Royce enginesreverse thrust
toremind you you’re some distance
from Cumbria.

M-Sport managing director Malcolm
Wilson smiles at therecognition
of missionaccomplished.

“Iwanted this placetobethe
complete opposite to Dovenby,” he
says. “AtDovenby we’re afairly long
way from the nearest airport, soto
make this Krakow site work, ithad
tobeascloseaspossible.”

Any closer andit’d be an extension

tothe terminal building. Completed
last year, Wilson’s justifiably proud
of the super-swish new facility.
Andjustasproudof thechapin
chargeof'it.

Maciek Wodamoved to Britain to
chasehisdream of becomingarally
engineerin 2004. After atwo-month
trial period, he wastakenonasa
full-time mechanic at Dovenby. After
risingthrough the ranks, Woda took
advantage of Wilson’s good mood as
Mikko Hirvonen and Jari-Matti
Latvala cruised towards an apparent
1-2at Rally Poland in 2009.

“Aswe walked downtowatchthe
final superspecial, I asked Malcolm
what he thought of Poland,” says
Woda, “hesaid helikedit. SoIsaid
‘Why don’t youinvest in Poland then?’
Hethoughtforamoment and said:
‘Whynot...’T’'mgladIdidn’tleaveit
for a couple of hours, hismood wasn’t
sogood after Jari-Matti crashed!”

M-Sport Poland was bornthe
following year and housed temporarily
at workshopsin Krakow from 2011.

Woda continues: “We moved into
some premisesin Krakow in timeto
runtheoriginal Fiestas for the 2011
WRC Academy. Weran the carsfrom
those premises for three years, butit
was always about anew building
closetotheairport. Thisis perfect.”

Openedlast year, M-Sport Poland’s
new factory is something special.
Once you'reinside—and away from
thenoise of Lufthansa’s 1235hrs
departurefor Frankfurt-it’s M-Sport
all over with a gleamingfactory floor
finished to the same standard asthe
Cockermouth headquarters.

The Woda and Wilson tour takes
awhile, encompassing shops for
bodyshells, fabrication, engine,

electrics, suspension and transmission.

Then there’sahuge side section which

swallows a couple of transporter trucks
whole and allows them tobe washed in
the warm-a genuine comfortin aplace
which spends a chunk of the winter
weathering below freezing.

The enginedynoroomisespecially
impressive. And begs the obvious
question of what’s the placefor?

“We'refocusing on front-wheel
drive here,” says Woda. “The dyno was
invaluablein the development of the
new [Ford Fiesta] R2 car. The engine
did 120 hourson the dyno. Having it
really transforms afacility like this
one. For example, weneeded to dosome
work on the camshaft for the carand
we had itredesigned, on the dynoand
ready togointhe carin48hourslater.

“Butaswell asthat weuseitforthe
rebuild of R5engines.”

Wilson’sinvestment in M-Sport
Polandissignificant, especially in
Woda himself.

“He’sfantastic,” says Woda. “He’s
alwaysthereontheend of the telephone
and he’sover hereregularly, but he
letsme get on with things. He keeps
tellingme: ‘no pressure!’ ButIthink
weboth know...

“It’ssoimportant tomethat M-Sport
Poland standson itsown twofeet
financially. With the exception of the
[wiring]looms [which come from
Cumbria], we have designed and built
the R2 car completely on our own here,
with our own workforce. OK, we have
the M-Sport database, so we can dive
inandlook atthe work fromthe R5or
World Rally Car-and, of course, our
friendsin Cumbria are only ontheend
of thetelephone. ButI'mreally proud
of what we achieved here and what
we have planned for thefuture.”

Thefirst part of that futureis
supplying next year’s Junior WRC
carsout of Krakow, nottomention
one-make seriesin national rallying

all around the world. M-Sport sold
120 of the current one-litre R2 cars.
Woda hasalready committed to
building 100 kits for the new cars.

Ford has committed budget tothe
development of the R2 car, but that’s
asmartinvestmentfrom the Blue Oval
as M-Sportissurely one of its biggest
customers; the stores are packed from
floor to ceiling with original parts
bought and paid for from Ford Poland.

Walking back ontothemainfactory
floor,it’shard to miss adistinctly
dog-eared R2car.

“That’sthefirst test car,” says
Woda. “Asyoucansee,it’sbeen busy.”
Dented panels add detail to almost

2500 milesin stage mode already.
“It’sbeen everywhere, every surface.
Wehavetohaveitready for
homologationonJanuary1.”

It will be. And from then on, the
targetisto sign-off three or four
carsper week.

“Wehavealotof ordersand alotof
interestinthisnew car,” says Woda.
“It’snotsurprising. The previous car
was good, but this oneis even better—
almost everythingisnew. Wehavea
new engine with 200bhp [the old one
had 175bhp] thanksto using the turbo
from the Fiesta ST, different pistons
and anew cam. And we have a higher
specification gearbox from Sadev.
There was nothing wrong with the old
one, but thisone has thicker casings—
some of these changeshadtobemade
because of the new R2regulationsfrom
the FTA.Butthe caris good. Very good.”

And, ontheinside, it bears more
than astrikingresemblance toits big
brother World Rally Car.

“The seating position and much of
therollcage design,” says Woda, “we
took these from the Fiesta WRC. It
makes sensefor usto usethe expertise
we have within the company.”

Atthesametime, Wodais about
generatingtalent from within Poland,
which was why he wasintrigued by a
letter from Jaroslaw Rusek. Working
inadesign studio in Krakow, lifelong
rally fan Rusek wrote to Woda to ask
if he could help out at the new M-Sport
facility at weekends.

“He was offering to wash cars, to
doanything,” Woda says. “Italked to
Chris[Williams, M-Sport’s head of
rally engineering] and sent him the
CV.Chrissaid totalktohim.”

Ruseklanded the dream. He spenta
year at Dovenby Hall before returning
to M-Sport Poland, where he now
worksfull time.

“Iwanted tobeinvolved, somehow,
in M-SportPoland,” Rusek says. “In
Poland we have some workshops for
rallying, but nothinglike M-Sport.
Forus,it’s M-Sport and nothingelse.

“Irememberthefirst timelsawthe
buildingin Dovenby. Of course, you
know this building from the pictures,
butinlifeitis something completely
different. And theninside, thefirst time
Isawthefirst generation Focus, the
Safaricar [from 1999], it was incredible.
Thave somany posters of this car on my
wall. It was Colin’s car—you could cryin
amomentlike this. This was something
amazing for me; I could neverimagine
this story would golike this for me.

“It was the same when I saw Malcolm
Wilson forthefirst time.Thad seen him
somany timesininterviews onthe
television, buttohavethismanasmy
boss was somethingincredible.”

And when Wilson and Woda pull
back the covertoreveal the all-new
Ford Fiesta R2, Rusek is full of pride.
“From here, we put our heart and soul
tothis car,” hesays, “thisisthecar
from Poland.”

Andthestart of anew story for
M-Sport Poland. ®
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.Engine pushes
out 200bhp

MalcolmWilson (left) and his protege Maciek Woda on the prowl

Evans got to : oot el
grips with the R2

MNSMANGOES SLIF
SLIDINGAWALA
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TECHSPEC

Engine: 12-valve, three-

cylinder 999cc turbo

Power: 200bhp

@ 6500rpm

Torque: 290Nm

@ 4000rpm

Gearbox: Five-speed

sequential Sadev

2 with plated LSD

Clutch: APRacing

two plate

Suspension: Reiger
adjustable dampers/

| Eibach springs

Front brakes: vented

285mm (gravel) 310mm

(asphalt) AP Racing

discs/Alcon calipers

Rear brakes: Solid

280mmdiscs

Steering: electric power-

assisted

Wheels: 6x15-inch (gravel)

6.2x15-inch (asphalt)

Length: 4065mm

Width: 1735mm

Wheelbase: 2490mm

Weight: 1030kg

Price: €64,990(£58,000)

+ VAT built/€37,990

(£34,000) + VAT for kit

(donor carand wheels

notincluded)

I

]

astyear’s Junior
World Rally
champion Nil
Solansissitting
aloneatatable. He
has, quite clearly,
been happier. The
highlight of hisday was driving
M-Sport’s brand new Ford Fiesta
R2 at the Kielce circuit in Poland.

From the point he stepped out of the
left-hand seat and back into thefreezing
morningmist, things started to go
downhill. It’s early on a December
Tuesday and the all-asphalt track
which sits halfway between Krakow
and Warsaw isfull of ice. He didn’t mind
the conditions. He enjoyed himself,
lots of handbrake, lots of driftiness.

Butnowit’stimeto get back in the car.
Ontheotherside. Nexttome. Atleast
oneof usishappy tobe here.

Itryto offer him areassuring smile.
Hetakesadeepbreath and: “Morning-
it’s-so-slippery-we-need-to-be-very-
very-careful.”

OK...

Fortunately for him (probably even
moreforme), we'reusing theinfield
partof the Kielce track, which involves
the bottom half of thefive-speed Sadev
gearbox far more than the top.

WhileI'm wrestling with the belts,
M-Sport engineer Marek Lachleans
into the car with somefresh input into
the conditions.

“It’s very slippery out there,” he says.

OK, thanks.

Finally tied down and ready to fire the
Fiestaup, Lachisback.

“So,” he says, “the open hairpin right
atthefarend of the stageis completely
ice. Allice.It’s very, very slippery.”

Yep, got that. Shall we go?

Lach: “If youfeel you would get more
of afeelingforthe car, we could let
Nildrive...”

Searchingfor someinspiration, I catch
theeyeof Finnish colleague Miika

Wuorela. He’s been outside. Helooks cold.

“It’syour Monte test,” he grins. “It’s
nottoolate toimpress Malcolm, maybe
itcould be youand Teemu [Suninen]
nextyear...”

Taskif there’sany sign of the
icemelting.

“They’re putting salt down,” Wuorela
says, “but, no. There’salot of ice there.”

Very slippery?

“Very slippery,” he shuts thedoor,

with the grim-faced expression of
an executioner sending anotherto
meet their maker.

Thedoor’sopen again. Lach’s back.

“Wedecided to change the mapping
abit,” hesays, leaningdown to pluga
laptop in somewhere beneath my
left buttock.

Now happily (happily, try firmly...)
ensconcedintheright-hand seatit’s
time for a word from Solans.

“Wedon’'tneed the anti-lag,” he says,
“wewillruninroad mode.”

Iam here, youknow.

Finally, full of fear, I back M-Sport
Poland’s second 2019-specification
FiestaR2out of the garage and out
ontothetrack.

“Cake or Dime?” says Solans.

Excuseme?

Hismouth’smoving, butIcan’thear
athing.Ishrug. Heshrugsback. Then
he getsitand turnsthe volumeupon
hismic.

“Takeyourtime!”

Ah!Understood. Watchinga video
of my sightinglap, I can absolutely
confirmItook my time.

A coupleof lapsin, a bit of heatinto
the brakes and things started to work.
Clutch only fromfirstto second and,
onceoutof thaticy hairpin,ontothe
straight and up tofourth.

Wheelspinin every gear. Nice.

Leftfoot hard ontothe brakesand
silence. Stalled. Evennicer.

Detailed analysis of thislovely car
was, I’'m afraid, beyond me. My time
aboard the all-new R2 was all about
finding grip. And not make an utter
pillock of myself. Feeling the front
wash away from under you goingin and
outof corners wasn’tideal, but even
in such compromised conditions the
car still gave confidence and feedback.

A couple of times the Fiesta got
reasonably out of shape, but was still
compliant enough to be brought back

Back in one piece: MN’s Evans

under control from angles it was never
designedtobedriven at.

The power, what little Iused of it, was
impressive—massively so when you
consider the three pistons ahead
of me were sweepingjust 999 cubic
centimetresto deliver 200bhp. And the
gearbox was, predictably Sadevlovely.

Iwas enjoying myself.

Even Nil seemed to be enjoying
himself. Somuch so that he offered a
bitmore advice. Turning the volume
upagain, justtobeclear, he said: “Turn
this way, we’refinished...”

Probably best.Ithink he’d seen me
eyeingthehandbrake and sensed I was
about tojump on the happy stick next
time around; I'll be honest, as youread
these words, it’s quite possible we might
stillhave been spinning down theroad...

Arrivingback intothe garage,Igota
bigthumbsupfrom Lach—-aman who
looked like hemightjust have come out
from behind hishands.

“How was the seat position?”” he asks. “It’s
comfortable-like the World Rally Car.”

Sofocused had I been on keepingthe
thingout of the trees,I’d completely
forgotten to consider the creature
comfortsfromtheinside.I’'m sureit
waslovely though.

FeelingI might havelet my engineer
down and with little left to offer in terms
of debrief —beyond confirmation that
itwasindeed, very slippery —-Iwentin
search of the Pirelliman to compliment
him on getting the choiceright.

Alberto Ferloni had sent me outon the
SottoZero B (that’s the STZ-B to those of
usintheknow...), basically the softest,
mostheavily grooved cover this side of
a Swedish spike. I asked what it would
have been like on a soft wet. It was
warming up and [ thought thisdata
might prove useful wereIever asked
back tothis corner of Kielce.

Ferlonilooked alittle bitawkward.

“Thewet?” he questions, “you want
thewet...”

Longish pause, ending with an even
more awkward look and a deep breath
from him.

“Youwouldneed tobeareal rally
driver,” hesays. “Togetany heatintoa
wet, even a soft wet, in these conditions,
you would need toreally stress the tyre.”

Oh.OK.

Ididn’tneed any more stress. Ileft the
wetsand went home.

Great car. Great place. Very slippery. B
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From Barbados to the UK and back, the BimmaCGup UK is set to impress. By Jack Benyon

hemost common
complaintin UK
rallyingis why
aren’tthere
more successful
single-make
championships?
In 2019 and beyond that could
well change with the arrival of
BimmaCup UK.

Ithasthe mostunlikely originsfor
aUK championship...in Barbados.
Long-time competitor and organiser
ontheisland, Greg Cozier, beganthe
BimmaCup there with the intention
of offering alow-cost rear-wheel-
drive formulafor theisland, asits
rally entries had struggled torecover
afterthe 2008 financial crisis.

Launchedin 2015, theformula
hasexpanded tohave an Antiguan
variant and a Caribbean series,
with numerous competitors
from across theregion travelling
through theislandsto compete.

Nearly 30 cars started thelast
roundin Barbados in November.
Thatis quite some number
consideringthe population of the
threehostingislands combined
isunder 500,000 people. As Cozier
putsit: “It’slikehavingarally
championshipin one of your
[UK]small cities!”

For 2019, BimmaCup UK hasbeen
launched for the BMW 318ti, and
the only major changestothecar
aretherollcage,larger limited-slip
differential, ECUreprogramme and
new suspension. Forunder £10,000,
you’ve got afunrear-wheel-drive
carandaseason’srallying with

goodreliability. What’sthe catch?

Theonly real downsideis that
the seriesis based around single-
venues, but thatis great for keeping
itaccessible, costsdownand
allowingnew people into the sport
atanacceptable price. Forthe
target market, itis perfectand the
organsiers will consider expansion
asand when the series grows.

Theright people are behind
the series too. Long-time British
competitors and organisers Martin
Stockdale and Rob Brook, who have
competed in Barbados since 2001,
areorganising BimmaCup UK
with Cozier remaininginvolved.

Andthebest partisstillto come.
Notonly have you got a brilliant
season’srallying for under £10,000;
the winner gets an expenses-paid
trip to compete in thefinal round of
BimmaCup Caribbean in Barbados
next November. Intherallying scene
in Barbados, the fun and party-aspect
of the preand post eventistaken
justasseriously asthelocals take
the competition on the eventitself.
Whatother grassroots series can
offerthat?

‘Mr Single-Make’ himself, Ryan
Champion, isbuildinga BimmaCup
carforrental and the occasional
outing, despite owning much more
trick machinerylikea 1996 Group A
SubaruImpreza, driven by Didier
Auriol, amongothers.

Having competed in the Peugeot
Challenge, Puma Cup, British
Junior championship whenit was
for 306s, and single-make series for
Peugeot 106s and Mitsubishi Lancers,
thereigning East African Safari
winner knows a thing or two about
single-make championships.

Hebelieves BimmaCup UK can
succeed where other single-make
formulas have failed.

—

Photos: Simon Clarke, Kevin Money

THEUK'S NEXT SINGLE-MAKE SUEE[SS 7

“Alot of one-make championships
are costly todo, there’snodoubt about
it,” says Champion. “BimmaCup UK
isabout as cost-effective as arear-wheel
drive single-make formula can get.

“You can convert anexistingrace
car, or buy a car for £300-400 and
build it fromthere. Youcan get
engines for £250. They are sofun
todriveaswell. That’s two good
foundations—cheap and fun—for
astrongsingle-make formula.”

Champion (r)
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1 2019 BimmaCup UK

S | DATE |RALLY VENUE

1; Feb9 Jack Neal Memorial Rally  |Blyton Park, Lincolnshire
: ‘- “1 | April 7 Lookout Stages Down Ampney, Cirencester

-~ | | June TBC |Abingdon Carnival Stages |Dalton Barracks, Abingdon
‘ <= S h Aug TBC |Pendragon Stages Warcop Ranges, Cumbria .

Stockdale (1) and | |Oct TBC _|Harold Palin Memorial Stages |Fulbeck Airfield, Nottinghamshire | |
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Cozieragrees: “A gearboxinmy
historic Escortis £7000. You can
have a BimmaCup carfor that!”
Theseries organisers arerally
fans, competitors and organisers
who arerealistic. The first round
takes place at Blyton next February9,
andthe organisers expect things
tostartsmall and build quickly.
“Weall agreed between us [the
organisers], if wefinish the year
with five or six cars, that would be

asuccess,” adds Cozier. “It’snot

difficulttogetthe carsreadyintime

forthefirstroundin February 2019 as

there’sapool of race cars available.”
Presentatthefirstround will

be Derek Edwards, the Caribbean

champion, whohasnever competed

abroad before. He definitely has

the short straw, coming to Blyton

in Lincolnshirein February, while

the BimmaCup UK champion heads

intheoppositedirection...l

Stone won last
Rockingham Rally

Stephen ‘Simmo’
Simpson: Hyundai s -.,_____-—-.._ —
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ROCKINGHAM'S FITTING RALLY DEBUT

ockingham
circuitis
known for
some brilliant
racing
memories,
but the circuit
hasalongrallyinghistory which
alsocomestoanend when the
circuit closes to motorsport at
theend of the year.
Rallyinglaunched ontothe scene
at Rockinghamin 2004, three years

after opening, toastrongnational-
level entry, most of whom are still
competingatahighlevel today.

Carnumber one was Stephen
Simpson, co-driven by Mark Boothin
aHyundai Accent WRC. Bringingthe
fight tohim was perennial Asphalt
Championshiprival John Stoneand
navigator Lee Carter, in the third of
Stone’s MG Metro 6R4s. Old vsnew
for thefirsteverrally at the circuit.

Simpson had the advantage for
most of theday in hisex-Freddy

Loixand Armin Schwarz car, but
astherally—thenaone-day event—
reached its climax, Stone wanted
toprovide afittingending.
Heneededtogoasecond amile
faster onthelaststagetotake
victoryin hisex-Tony Pond car.
“Atthattimethere weren’t
many single-venuerallies at circuits
running, butIremember the facilities
beingfantastic,” says Stone.
“Goingintothe darkness, we
gunneditonthelaststageandl

| remember cominginto the control

feelingthat we’d doneit, and it was
one of my bestrally memories.

“There’safew times where you
drivea car and you canfeel everything
working perfectly. Everything worked
and that was one of those times.

“We [with Carter] were quitea
formidable team at that timeand
itwasareally goodrally. Lee was
theking of single venues. He wasa
brilliant co-driver and he was just

| pushingmeallthe way.”

It wasenough as Stone took victory
by just three measly seconds.

Stonereturnedto the venuefor
thelast ever event there, winning
the one-day Sunday rally aboard his
Ford Fiesta RS WRC.

Times have changed since 2004, but
therivalry hasn’t. ‘Simmo’ Simpson
and Stone are still fightingmultiple
times ayear, but sadly it will never
be at Rockingham again. Stone’s
wininthelastevent —having won
thefirst—wasafittingsend off. W
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In2019 one of the most famauslunmrsmgle-seater formulas is getting amakeover. By.lackBenynn

Car was unveilea at =
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix

NEW DIRECTION

n 2019, the toplevel of
Formula 3willtakea
huge step in a different
direction, asthe FIA
shakes things up.

The GP3Series—-a
single-makeformula
that supports Formulalraces—
ismerging with themulti-engine
European Formula 3 Championship
tocreatethe FIA Formula3
Championship. Simple, eh?

Inreality, very little other than
afew teams will be carried over
from European F3to the new series,
asthemain characteristics from
GP3 dominate. The same boss
takes over, Bruno Michel, the
single-make, single-engine format
remains and the series remains
onthe Formula 1 support bill.

The carissimilartoo, albeit new,
with a chassis by Dallaraasper
the previous two championships.
Theengine and gearbox isfromthe
GP3/16, withmoreaeroaddedin
line with Formula 3. Purists will be
unhappy toknow that the trademark
side-mountedintake pod—which
looksabitlike abazookalauncher -
doesnotremain, droppedfora
standard over-head intake.

The power output matches GP3,
with thenew car pushingout

160bhp more than European
Formula 3 with 380bhp,and atop
speed of around 186mph from the
3.4-litre Mecachrome engine.

While the power output may seem
massivein comparisonto ‘old’ F3,
thenew cars will be much heavier, in
mostpartdowntoasteel haloadded
tothe carasmandated by the FIA.
The Formula 2 car—runby the same
Michel operation—-introduced a
new car this year, meaning F1, F2
and F3will all be on the same track,
competing on the same weekends
withahalonextyear.

Allthree will have DRS, too,
asthat’s carried over from GP3.
However, it will be unlimited in F3
next year, whereas GP3 allowed six
usesinitsfeatureraces andfour
initsreversed-grid counter.

Theteamshave alimited number
of mechanicsthat can work oneach
car, which ex-European F3 teams
will have toadapt tohavingnot
had alimit before.

Whilethe carisadeparture
from many things considered
fundamental to F3, it does atleast
usemany parts froma GP3 car which
was—mostof thetime-reliable. The
Formula 2 carfeatured aturbo
engine and new technology, and
proved unreliable for the first half

Is new F3 really good for young drivers’ development?

There are many positives toracing
onthe Formula1bill, and it’s often
apositive that drivers cite for wanting

ﬂh " 2 iy

Michelisin charge of new series

of the season. Keeping consistent
partsfrom GP3 should atleast help
toavoid that.

It’'sastar-studdedlist of
teams signed up to compete in the
championship too (seeaboveright),
including PremaRacing with four
decades of F3 experience and the 2018
European F3teams’ title underits
belt,and ART Grand Prix which won
seven GP3teams’ championshipsin
eight seasons of the category.

Whatever you think of the direction
of new F3,ithasthe supportof the
FIA and Liberty Media, which is
settoinvestmoreindriversinits
support categoriesnext year and to
promote them more, and thereare
some brilliant teamsinvolved. &

which takes talent almost completely

out of the equation. Competing at
thislevel should be all about natural

than apotentially quickerrival. In
F1,the tyres have been developed to
degradealotlessthaninprevious
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ART Grand Prix
Campos Racing

Carlin

Charouz Racing System
Hitech Grand Prix
HWARACELAB
Jenzer Motorsport

MP Motorsport

Prema Racing

Trident

CALENDAR

2019FIAFormula 3
Championship

DATE | TRACK

May 11/12 Barcelona
Jun 22/23 Paul Ricard
Jun 29/30 Red Bull Ring
Jul13/14 Silverstone
Aug 3/4 Hungaroring
Aug 31/Sep 1 |Spa

Sep 7/8 Monza

Sep 28/29 Sochi

competitors,isvoid. Costs are totally
controlled centrally, and often this
doesn’t work in motorsport. Italso

to competein championshipslike
Formula2and GP3. Butisitharming
the development of youngdrivers?
Thefactthat these championships
appear on F1 weekends means they
have to satisfy an entertainment quota,
butintheformula’slonghistory,
Formula3hasalways been about the
same thing: providing a platform for
youngdriverstolearn unhindered.
Thenew FIA Formula3
Championshipisthe furthest departure
yetfrom Formula3’sroots, and there
aretwomajorissues. The addition
of DRS, and the Pirellijelly tyres
that are tough tomanage and use.
Yes, Formula2has DRS. Butit’satool

overtaking; finding gaps, settingdrivers
up, experimenting with grip and pulling
off the overtake. The addition of DRSin
F3willhelp to prepare drivers for the use

of itin F1, buthowmuch learningisneeded
topush a button and sail past yourrival?

Askedif it was a difficult decision to
make, new F3boss Bruno Michel said:
“No, it wasnotadifficult decision to
make, we wanted tomake a car that
createsfantasticracing. Thisisour
DNA, thatis why [people] are watching
itand know the drivers.”

The otherissueisthePirelli tyres. It
giveslesstalented driversthe chanceto
artificially appear betterif they are able
tolook after their tyres more effectively

years, and also teams getaccessto
bucketloads of datathankstotyre
temperature sensors on the carsand
cameras pointed at the tyresto evaluate
wear. F2 and F3 will have no sensors,
sohavingtyresthatdegradeless
would still be a challenge, but the
driver would be relying on the process
of dataand adaptingtoitratherthan
drivingtoadeltatimeortakinga
specificline with the current tyres.
Thenthere’s the one-make element.
It gives the championship total control,
meaningthe ability for different
supplierstoundercuteach other,
naturally bringing prices down
and openingthe series up tomore

means many motorsport suppliers
miss out onachance todobusiness.

There are positives, that drivers are
theoretically on an even playing field
by thefact that they areinthe same
car. But DRS and management of
Pirelli tyres can sway that playing
field in drivers’ favour, and not always
because they are afaster driver.

There are prosand cons tothe new
seriesand thefactthatthe FIA has
supported it meansithasfaith. It’snot
really F3inits DNA, but perhaps this
new series can change and adapt with
motorsportinthefuture. But maybe
that’s seeingthe glass half-full.

Jack Benyon

Driver development over entertaining




t’sthat time of
year again where
we look back at
thebestaction
fromthelast12
months which
wouldn’t be possible
without our dedicated
team of photographers.

Our MN contributors
have gone above and
beyond as ever to capture
the best momentsinracing
andrallying from 2018.

Out of thousands of
pictures, we've selected
the very bestimagesto get
you in the mood for 2019.

Thanks to Rachel Bourne,
Colin Casserley, Jakob
Ebrey, Gary Hawkins,
mcklein-imagedatabase.
com, Chicane Media, SMJ
Photography, Steve Jones,
Ollie Read, Richard Styles
and Mick Walker.

MATT JAMES (=3,

EDITOR

Thefinal British Touring
Car Championship meeting
of the yearis a pressure
cooker, with the ultimate
title usually to be decided.
That generally sweeps all
beforeitin terms of drama,
and this year’s conclusion
was no different.

Colin Turkington rather
limped over the line to
claim his third overall
crown, butthe BTCC saved
upitsbestforlastin2018.
There were a number of
exceptional races over the
course of the year—Senna
Proctor’s gamble for a
win on thedryingtrack at
Brandsin April and Jack
Goff’s narrow triumph in
race one at Snetterton were
two very strong contenders.

But therace of the year
was the very last one where
good chums Ash Sutton
(Team BMR Subaru Levorg)
and Josh Cook (Power
Maxed Racing Vauxhall
Astra) went hammer and
tongsatit. There wasno
quarter asked or given as
each explored parts of the
Brands Hatch Grand Prix
track Tarmac not usually
associated with overtaking.

Thelast eight laps were
utterly absorbing, with the
pair going side-by-side on
numerous occasions. It was
gloves off racing, with a
mutual respectrarely seen
and adashtotheline which
gave deposed champion
Sutton the perfect sign off
tothe campaign.

=
=
Cook (1) battled with Sutton
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A Chevron B8 driven by Andrew Kirkaldy gets some air at the Oulton Park Gold up

e

Things go very wrong for Joe Dalgarno in MG Trophy race at Oulton Park

StuSmith Jr was once again on top of the world withawininthe BriSCAF1World Final




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Nelson Rowe tries €5
to make a quick exit FSEE.
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JACK BENYON

NATIONAL EDITOR
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This year has been the bestin
junior single-seater history
for British-born drivers. It’sa
bold statement, but never have
three of the nation’s starlets
dominated the closest feeder
seriesto Formula1-currently
Formula2-lockingoutthe

top three in the standings and
all graduatingto F1.

George Russell pulled off one
of themost brilliant yearsin
F2, takingthetitlein hisrookie
year having won the GP3 Series
the previous year, also at his
first attempt. His seven wins
ties Charles Leclerc and Stoffel
Vandoorne as the most, while
hewenton totake 11 podiums
inayearthat could have been
even better had it not been for
anunreliable F2 car. Lando
Norris pipped Alex Albon to
second in the points, and his
Carlinteam continued the
theme of British domination
by taking the Teams’ crown.

Thatisthe kind of year of
British domination which
will be hard torepeat.

STEPHEN LICKORISH &~
DEPUTY EDITOR

Last year’s Donington Park
British Formula 4 meeting
will forever be remembered
for Billy Monger’s horrific
crash. But this year’s event
was memorable for all the
right reasons as the second
racefeatured arguably the
best performancein the
category’s shorthistory.
For any driver to win from
13th on the grid takes either
amulti-car pile-up, a terrific
strategy call or an overtaking
masterclass. And with that
Doningtonraceit was
definitely the third option.
Kiern Jewiss’s weekend in
Leicestershire hadn’t got off

tothebest of startsasafailed
move on Ayrton Simmons left

him stranded in the gravel in
the opener. But the Double R
driver quickly put that
disappointment behind him
todeliver a truly stunning
display inrace two, gliding
through the field with breath-
taking ease to win. It really
was something special.

That one drive alone
shows why he was champion
and will be remembered
foralongtime.

A
o

Porsche 987 Boxsters line-up in formation for a Brands Hatch celebration

Jewiss won from 13th on grid

Billy Monger got the chance to get behind the wheel of arally car this year
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DAVID EVANS

RALLIES EDITOR

Somany moments, solittleroom...
What’sittobe? Something

from the closest World Rally
Championshipfinishin 15 years?
Actually, no. It’s eatingmy first
doughnutat14,110feet.

Actually, that’sjustavery small
partofit. The bigger pictureis
Pikes Peak, an eventI've wanted
tovisitever sincelfirst watched
AriVatanen climb and dance his
way up America’s Mountain.

Itdidn’tdisappoint. Neitherdid
Volkswagen’sI.D. R Pikes Peak.
Notonly diditsmashtherecord
for12.42miles and 156 corners, it
turned me ontoelectric. All-in-all,
afabulousfew daysin Colorado.

But... wasthat the moment of
the year? Actually it wasn’t. The
moment of the year hastobethe
onethat stops youin yourtracks.
And thisyear, it wasn'tagood
moment. In terms of track-
stoppingnews value, Citroen
sacking Kris Meeke took
some topping.

STEFAN MACKLEY 53
REPORTER

It seemed impossible at the
time and even now it’s still
difficult to believe that it
happened. The word
impossibleisn’tonelimagine
Billy Monger takesmuch
notice of, buteven he was
surprised after takinga shock
podium on hisreturn toracing.
Lessthan 12 months before
he’d been involved inahorrific
British Formula4 accidentat
Donington Park whichled toa
doublelegamputation.

Thefacthe wasback out
onthegridatallsosoon
wasincredible.

Buttheunflappable
teenager puttobed any
questions about what his pace
would be by qualifyingfifth
before finishing the opening
race of the BRDC British F3
seasonin third.

Hisfamily and Carlin mechanics
wererightly overjoyed and
Monger struggled to hold
back tearsashe made his way,
with the use of prostheticlegs,
onto therostrum surrounded
by droves of supporters. I
imagine there were few more
inspiring sights acrossthe
whole of motorsportin2018.

T 5

B Tim Davies’s Metro
-9 leaves a trail

Sparks from ul di Resa onthe DTM’sreturn to Brands after five years away

Monger was all smiles
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Mark Farmer was lucky to escape seriousinjury after his Aston Martin ignited following a crash at Spa

PAULLAWRENCE

HISTORICS EDITOR

We get preciousfew chances
towitness gravelrallyingin
the dark these days. Aside
from the biennial Roger
Albert Clark Rally, the
stand-outis the Trackrod
Historic Cupand thisyear’s
event was glorious.

Onthe Friday evening
thehistoricsareletloosein
Dalby forest, which offers
some of the highest speeds
of the historic season and
itall happensunder the
cover of darkness.

The 2018 edition was truly
epic, asthe moonrose over
the Yorkshireforestsand
thestarscameoutona
balmy late summer evening.
Aswellasthose populating
the Milky Way, the stars came
outinthehistoricentry.

When Matthew Robinson
dropped his Ford Escort’s
clutch atthethick end of nine
grand, it was game on and
thenoise of aposse of BDGs,
and the BRM-Avenger of
Ieuan Rowlands, working up
and down thelong, flowing
riggs was unforgettable.

Rallymg in the dark
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Glenn Bellwas heartbroken ashisthrottle] ammed at the Hot Rod World Fmal

~- Luke Cooper makes
a splash in FF1600

HAL RIDGE o)

RXCORRESPONDENT 2

My memory of the yearin
unashamedly self-indulgent. Only
two cars won around of the World
Rallycross Championship this year,
andIgottheincredible opportunity
todrive one of them. The Peugeot 208
WRXused by rally legend Sebastien
Loebto win the Belgianroundin
May, as part of afeaturefor MN’s
sister publication, Autosport.

Having squeezed myself into
Loeb’s compact seating position, the
208 drove amazingly, with incredible
response from the two-litre engine
and suspension so efficient that you
hardly noticed Lydden Hill’s kerbs
and rough sections. That was
followed by an outinginarather
moreagricultural Will Gollop MG
Metro6R4, the car that Tiff Needell
racedin the 1989 Rallycross Grand
Prix, complete with its wailing
naturally aspirated V6 engine.

Wherever top-flight rallycross
technology goes in the coming years,
the carsof the Group B eraand
today’s Supercar machines deserve
their placein the history books.

Drivingboth onthe samedayis
somethingthat will stay withme
foravery, verylongtime.

Peugeot 208 WRX/Metro 6R4
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OurF1 Racing
experts Ben
Anderson, Stuart
Godling and
James Roberts
look back on
the season’s
highlights

he bare statistics
of 2018 show that
Lewis Hamilton
wasonce again
the behemoth

of F1. Afifth
world title was
snared with 11 victories, and his
dominance was such thathe was
able tolift the crown with two
rounds to spare, his second title
in arow which has now brought
him level with Juan Manuel
Fangiointheall-timelist.

He was almost 100 points ahead of
any other driver, and the seemingly
unbreakable benchmark of Michael
Schumacher’s seven world titles
and 91 race winsis being brought
into sharp focus. Who knows where
the bandwagon will roll?

A strongstart from Ferrari and
Sebastian Vettel, in particular, went
onthe wane in the second half of
the year, while Red Bull was only
able to challenge on occasion.

Despite that, there were some good
races with plenty of action, and that
seems set to continue through to
2019. Here, we answer the big-
questions of the season gone by.

ROUND BY ROUND
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It’ssaid thatahuman sacrificeis Stoffel Vandoorne arrived uncompetitive McLarentoa much everyone responsible for
oftenrequired when any project in Formula 1l accompanied by a pointsfinish it barely warranted. bringing him aboard McLaren’s
isseentobefailing. Quite frankly, justifiably loud fanfare, having Promoted to afull-time drive young driver programme has
though, an Aztec priestin afrenzy dominated GP2 and shown well from 2017 onwards, he was initially now gone in the succession of

of deity-appeasement mightlook ina ‘holding season’in Super guilty of tryingtoo hard. He management purgesinrecent
over atthe way the bodies are Formula ashe awaited a vacancy studiously revised his approach years, accounts for his departure.
stackingup at McLaren, gasp at atMcLaren. Heshowed wellin a andimproved... butnotenoughto He’salotbetter than he’slooked —
the awfulness of the shambles one-off drive at Bahrainin 2016, regularly beat Alonsointhat but he’snota protege of the
there, wipe the entrails off hisknife  fillinginforthe injured Fernando season or the one just past. current Wokingregime, so onto
and take up Buddhism instead. Alonso and dragged his That, and the fact that pretty the casualty list he goes. SC

AUSTRALIAN GP,MELBOURNE BAHRAIN GP,SAKHIR CHINESE GP,SHANGHAI AZERBAIJAN GP,BAKU SPANISH GP,BARCELONA
MARCH 25 : APRILS : APRIL 15 : APRIL 29 : MAY 13

Lewis Hamilton qualifies six tenths clear of - Vettel fends off Valtteri Bottas to win - Bottaslooks good to win this race, after . Anotherrace Bottas should have won. - Feeling comfortable with the set-up of his
the pack but is denied victory by Mercedes’  : again. After Mercedes misjudges Vettel's  : jumping Vettel in the pits, but the timing : This time, debris eliminates him with just + Mercedes for the first time since Australia,
strategic miscalculation under virtual safety  : strategy, Bottas is slow to give chase, . ofthe VSCleaves him strugglingtoresist  : threelapsleft, following alate-race restart  : Hamilton dominates in Spain, winning by
car conditions, which hands the race to - and thinks better of attempting a pass - alate Red Bull charge. Max Verstappen : afterthe Red Bull drivers wipe each other = more than 20 seconds. Vettel runs second
Sebastian Vettel's Ferrari. Haas suffers : onthefinal lap. Hamilton recovers from : goes off trying to pass Hamilton and : outbattling over fourth. Vettel botches a . until Ferrari’s over-eager appetite for Pirelli's
adouble blow as both cars retire while - agrid penalty to finish third, while Kimi : crashes into Vettel. Daniel Ricciardo’s ¢ bid for the lead moments before Bottas's  : special low-gauge tyres forces him to make
running strongly inside the points thanks - Raikkonen retires when his car strikes * more measured judgement allows him ¢ puncture and drops to fourth, as Hamilton ~ : asecond pitstop and drops him behind

to two botched pitstops. : aFerrarimechanic during his pitstop. : tostealvictory from Bottas. ¢ inherits victory. : Bottasand Verstappen.

1 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari) : 1 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari) : 1 Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull) : 1 LewisHamilton (Mercedes) : 1 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

2 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes) : 2 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes) : 2 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes) : 2 KimiRaikkonen (Ferrari) : 2 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)

3 KimiRaikkonen (Ferrari) : 3 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes) : 3 KimiRaikkonen (Ferrari) : 3 SergioPerez (Force India) : 3 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)
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Onlap52of 67 of this year’s German
Grand Prix, the world championship
slipped through Sebastian Vettel’s
fingers. The Ferraridriver had
started hishomerace from pole
position, while his title-rival Lewis
Hamilton was 14th onthe grid after a
hydraulic gremlinin qualifying.

Therace dramatically turned on
itshead and a Ferraril-2became
aMercedes 1-2 after adownpour
soaked the Hockenheim track and
Vettel slithered out of contention,
crashinginto the Turn 13 barriers
after an unforced error. Hamilton
came through thefield to take an
unlikely victory.

The shunt was one of many to
affectthe Ferraridriverin 2018.In
total, there werenearly adozen
mistakesmade by the German. They
included thelock-upin Bakuthat
costhim victory, thefirst corner clash
with ValtteriBottasat Paul Ricard and
spinning after wheel-to-wheel contact
with Hamilton (in Monza) and Max
Verstappen (in Suzuka). In contrast,
Hamiltonrarely put afoot wrongand
soaked up the pressure magnificently.

Asthethunderstorm continued to
strike the Hockenheim trackin
July, twoimages stand out. The first
is Hamilton celebrating with his
handsto the sky, while the second
is Vettel kicking the gravel trap in
frustration.JR

AttheRussian GP,Mercedes team
boss Toto Wolff denied Valtteri Bottas
aracevictory by imposing team orders
and favouring Lewis Hamilton. With
fiveracesremaining, many people
questioned hisdecision. Aftertherace,
Wolff responded by posing the question:
“What would you have done?”

He admitted the previousnighthe

struggled to sleep, wrestling with
themorality of team orders and the
affectit would have on ‘the show’. But
hedisplayed leadershipin hisdecision
andjustified his actions. When the sole
goal of the whole of the Mercedes
organisation—totalling nearly 1,000
employees—istowinthedrivers’and
constructors’titles, then every critical

decision mustreturn tothat single aim.
A clear strategic actionis the difference
between winning and losing.

It was suggested Wolff’s actions
mimicked those unpleasant scenes
of Jean Todtin Austria’02, when he
ordered Rubens Barrichelloto make
way for Michael Schumacherearlyin
the season. Hisresponse? Toremind

usthatJean Todt was arguably the
most successful team principalin the
history of modern motorsport, with
hischampionship victoriesinrallying,
sportscarsand F1.

Isitany surprise, then, that Wolff
hasnowmatched Todt’s achievement
of five consecutive drivers’and
constructors’ championships?JR

MONACO GP,MIONTE CARI.O
MAY 27

After Verstappen’s crash in final practice,
Ricciardo takes pole and leads comfortably
untilan MGU-K problem robs his car of
power and forces him to avoid using
seventh and eighth gears. Ricciardo wins
despite the problems, describing the
victory as “redemption” for the Red Bull
pitstop blunder that cost himin 2016.

1 Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull)

2 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

3 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

CANADIAN GP,MONTREAL

: JUNE10

. Vettel grabs the championship lead with a
: comfortable victory from pole in Montreal,
. as Hamilton endures a difficult weekend

- on one of his favourite circuits and ends

: up adistant fifth after suffering engine

: power “drop outs”. A failed challenge

: on Bottas at the start forces Verstappen

: to settle for third.

: 1 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

: 2 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)

: 3 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)

FRENCH GP,PAUL RICARD

: JUNE 24

: Hamilton uses Mercedes’ delayed engine
: update to great effect, winning from pole

: as Vettel is restricted to fifth after colliding
: clumsily with Bottas on the opening lap.

: Bottas's title hopes take a further blow

: ashe can only recover to seventh, while

: Verstappen takes up vain chase of Hamilton
¢ andfinishes seven seconds adrift.

: 1 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

: 2 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)

: 3 KimiRaikkonen (Ferrari)

AUSTRIAN GP,RED BULL RING

: JuLY 1

: Ananomalous race where both Mercedes
: retire with mechanical problems after

¢ running 1-2 for the first 12 laps. A first-lap
: error that gifts position to Verstappen thus
: costs Raikkonen his shot at victory. Vettel
: recovers from a grid penalty forimpeding

: in qualifying, including passing Hamilton

¢ on-track, to complete the podium.

: 1 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)

: 2 Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)

: 3 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

' BRITISH GP,SILVERSTONE

I JULY 8

- Abrilliant pole lap leaves Hamilton

: physically shaking from the effort, but

< his good work is undone when Raikkonen
- turns him around at Village on lap one.

: Bottas inherits the lead when Vettel pits
: forasecond time, but loses out to a bold
* Vettel pass at Brooklands six laps from

: thefinish.

: 1 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

: 2 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

: 3  KimiRaikkonen (Ferrari)
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The obvious choice would be the
spectacular startline shunt at

Spa, where Nico Hulkenberg
(who had another impressive

crashin AbuDhabi) misjudged
hisbraking point, cannoned into
Fernando Alonso and launched the
latter airborne. Alonso’s McLaren

landed on Charles Leclerc’s
Sauber and left significant
scarring on Leclerc’shalo.
Suddenly, critics of the FIA’s

latest safety crusadefell silent.

Whenracingdrivers attack one another
off-track, not only isit professionally
unseemly, it justlooks stupid —especially
if they’re both wearing crash helmets,
in which casetheytendtoslapatone
another ineffectually like two cats
playing pattercake. Even without helmets,
driver-on-driver brawls often gonofurther
than abit of pushingand shoving.
Andthat’sjust plain disappointing.
Thefacts of the Max Verstappen
versus Esteban Ocon case are that

ROUND BY ROUND

GERMAN GP,HOCKENHEIM
JULY 22

Apivotalmoment in the title race as Ferrari’s

Sebastian Vettel slides off the track and

throws away a race he looks sure to win after

the Scuderia surreptitiously orders Kimi
Raikkonen to move aside. Lewis Hamilton
recovers from a gearbox failure in Q1 that
leaves him 14th on the grid to claim victory

and the championship lead from his team-mate

Valtteri Bottas.

1 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
2 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)
3 KimiRaikkonen (Ferrari)

Last year, Niki Lauda said the
halo “destroysthe DNA of anF1
car”, but perhapsthat DNA is
worth discardingif doingso can
save a life.

Subsequent investigations by
the FIA show that thehalo did
indeed save Leclercfrom a blow
tothehead.

Hukenberg’s AbuDhabiaccident

alsoput the haloin the spotlight
again, and it wasthought that the
device had impeded his exit from

‘u,. 3

theinverted car, but this waslater
denied by the FIA.

It wasimpressive how quickly
thehalobecamejustthenormin
F1:it wasn’tthe ugly blemmish
that most fans thoughtit would
be atthestart of the season. And,
with theresults of thereportinto
the Leclercaccident, and a similar
incident in F2 where Tadasuke
Makino was prevented from harm
inashuntinBarcelona, the halo
provedits worth. BA
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shortly after Verstappen took thelead
of the Brazilian Grand Prix, Ocon, who
wasrunningoutside thetop 10but had
justmade a pitstop, came up fast behind
him. Ocon’s Force India pitwall told
him that he should unlap himself if he
had the speed, and thisis whathe was
tryingto do when they collided.
Ocontried to go around the outside
intoTurn1, Verstappen needlessly —
perhaps even churlishly -madeit
difficult, so as they proceeded towards

- I-IUNGARIAN GP,HUNGARORING

: JULY 29

: Anotherrace Ferrari clearly has

- the pace to win, until heavy rain lashes
< the circuit for qualifying. Hamilton'’s

- wet weather wizardry does the rest,

= giving him an unlikely pole he duly

: convertsinto victory. Vettel finishes

- second after passing Bottas late-on

- bythe Mercedes.

: 1Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
: 2 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

: 3 Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)

: and somehow surviving being rear-ended

theright-hand portion of the Senna
Esses Ocontried to claim what was
theinsideline. Verstappen turnedinas
if he’d forgotten his adversary wasthere.
The stewards decided to ping Ocon, and
hewas, by theletter of the law, “wholly
or predominantly to blame”.

Afterwardsthey had thatrather
disappointing shoving contestin the
FIA garage. Really, Max, if you're not
goingtothrow apunchthenlearnto
turn the other cheek...SC

: BELGIAN GP,SPA-

: FRANCORCHAMPS

: AUGUST 26

: Hamilton claims pole by a huge margin

: asrain affects qualifying again, but cannot

: prevent Vettel crucially slipstreaming past on
- thefirstlap. Max Verstappen finishes third as
: Bottasrecoverstofourth afteragrid penalty.

: The controversial halois praised after a

: collision sends Fernando Alonso airborne
: andonto Charles Leclerc's Sauber.

: 1Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

: 2Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

: 3Max Verstappen (Red Bull)

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

GREATEST DISAPPOINTMENT

When the Williams FW41 was
unveiledinatrendy east London
‘artspace’ earlier this year, the
signs were good. Well, rather than
‘unveiled’, butit was more a case of
animagebeingprojected ontothe
brick wall of a Shoreditch
basement, and perhaps therein
liesthe problem.

Theimage thusdisplayed was
of acarmoreaerodynamically
inline with the Ferrarithat
had showed reasonably well
throughout the previous season.
Onthefaceof it,afar better
prospect than thelow-downforce
design conceptthe team had been
pursuing with diminishing
returnssince 2014.

Butyouonly had to watch from
trackside at Barcelona’s Turn3

in pre-seasonto grasp the awful
truth. Forlap afterlap, Lance
Stroll and Sergey Sirotkin
grappled gamely with the
twitching and spasming of

the wretched deviceasitmade
successive bidsto spearitself
intothebarrier.

Andthecar gotlittle better
throughoutthe year. Anew
(andless complex)front wing
madeitslightly lessedgy, but at
Silverstone Williamshadtojunk a
new rear wing because the airflow
wouldn’treattach when the DRS
closed. By season’s end the team
seemed nonearer to understanding
why the car was sobad.

They might be better off Shore-
ditchingthe wholelotand
startingagain.SC

Red Bull’s Daniel Ricciardois
considered one of the best passers
inthe business, unexpectedly
pouncingon his prey with clean,
ruthlessefficiency. Atthisyear’s
Chinese Grand Prixhe camefrom
behind to overtake title protagonists
Lewis Hamilton and Sebastian
Vettel -plus Valtteri Bottas—to
claim the sixth victory of his career.
Despiteatyreadvantage,
Ricciardo still needed to make
the moves stick and if you
needed an example of how it
could have come undone, look
no further than his team-mate
Max Verstappen who, on the
same strategy, made a mistake
attempting to pass Hamilton

ITALIAN GP,MIONZA

: SEPTEMBER 2

: Apsychologically crucial win

: for Hamilton, as he comes from

: behind to beat Ferrari on its home turf.
: Poleman Raikkonen finishes a feisty
: second after being told he's told

: he'slost his drive for 2019, while

: Vettel is only fourth after colliding

: with Hamilton on lap one and

. spinning to the back.

: 1Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

! 2 Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)

: 3 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)

and then crashed into Vettel.
Two of Ricciardo’s overtakes
in Shanghai were assisted with
DRSintothefinal hairpin, butthe
highlight of the season was the
pass on Bottasforthelead. Asthey
crested therise and approached
thetightright-hander at Turne,
Ricciardoimmediately started
toposition hiscartotheinside.
Bottas defended once, then
moved acrossagain. Ricciardo
was watching the gapnarrow,
butkept his Red Bull between
the Mercedes and the apex. He
beautifully kept off the brakes
forlonger, didn’tlock up,and
neatly won the corner from the
Finn.P1andvictory assured.JR

: SINGAPORE GP,

: MARINA BAY

: SEPTEMBER 16

: Hamilton takes a surprise pole on

¢ Mercedes’ weakest circuit with alap

: Toto Wolff calls the best he's ever seen,
: and extends his championship lead

: 10 40 points with an assured drive

: tovictory. Vettel loses out to Verstappen
: inthe pits after overtaking him for second
: placeearlyon.

: 1Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

: 2 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)

: 3 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)
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_ BAIIAN
GRAND PRIX

It’sasignof adramaticrace
weekend when you discover

that three drivers werein
tearsat various points
overthe weekend. The
unforgiving street circuit
around the Azerbaijan
capital, Baku, onceagain

and he was consigned to
theback of the grid. Tears
turned tofury on Sunday
when he crashedin P6-on
hisown-whilerunning
behind the safety car.
Ontheopeninglap, Force
India’s Esteban Ocon was

CHARLES
LECLERC

Charles Leclerc was this year’s standout
rookiein Formula1-by alongshot.
Tobefair to Sergey Sirotkin, his
qualifyingrecord versus Williams team-
mate Lance Stroll was a very healthy 13-8
in Sirotkin’s favour. But qualifyingis
not Stroll’s strong suit, and Sirotkin did
nothing much else of notereally. The car
was bad, yes, the worst Williams for a
while - perhaps ever —but Sirotkin did
notdo agreat deal with it either. Inthe

end, his sponsors grew too frustrated —
partly (and probably unfairly) with
him, but mostly with Williams’ dire
lack of performance and development —
tobother continuing, so his F1 career
already looks over.

By contrast, Leclerc’s rookie season
was, by all accounts, outstanding. Aftera
tricky early period coming to terms with
the set-up of his Sauber, and toning down
his F2-derived driving style to better suit

thedemands of F'1, Leclerc buried
thefive-year career of experienced
team-mate Marcus Ericsson with
performances soincreasingly assured
that Ferrarifinally felt moved to end
Kimi Raikkonen’slong second stint

at Maranello.

That Leclerc has earned his promotion
to Ferrarialready, after just 21 grands
prix, is proof enough he was 2018’s most
outstanding new talent. BA

FORMULA 1WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS, 2018

gearbox malfunctioned

delivered non-stop action, nudged intothe barriers
dramaandheartbreak... andretirement by Kimi
First we witnessed Raikkonen. Cuemoretears.
Romain Grosjean with Finally, after the two Red
hisheadinhishandsat Bulldrivers had crashed
thesideof thetrack on intoeachother (!)and
Saturday when his Haas Sebastian Vettel had taken

himself out of contention
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for victory (witharash
Turn1overtake), Valtteri
Bottasfound himself in the
lead of therace. Ashebegan
hislastlap—suddenly —
hisright-reartyreblew.

The puncture was caused
by running over debris.
Hamilton inherited victory
and Bottas wasleft toruehis
badluck. Later he admitted
when hereturned tohis
hotelroom thatnight, hefell
tohiskneesand “criedlikea
baby”.Baku.Onceagainan
emotionalrollercoaster. JR

| WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR IN 2019

VIZLY/ T3 iJ.s‘J‘_'t'
VAN

Parttrialrunfor the
all-newregulations
comingin 2021, part
quick-fix because
nobody foresaw or
cared about how
aerodynamically
disruptive thelatest
generation of cars
would be, new front
wingsare comingin
2019. Theintentionis
that by reducing
aerodynamic outwash
from the wing, each
car’swake will beless

POS | DRIVERS CAR-ENGINE l1/2]|3]|4|5]|6|7]8 9 (10]11]12|13 |14 (1516 (17 [18 |19 |20 |21 TOTAL turbulent, makingit
1 | Lewis Hamilton | Mercedes 1811512/ 25/25/15/10/25| - |18|25(25/18|25/25 /25 (25|15 (12 (25 |25 [ 408 easierfordriversto get
2 | Sebastian Vettel | Ferrari 25|25 4 |12]12]18|25[{10}15]25] - |18]|25]12]|15]15|(8 |12]18| 8 [18 ] 320 closeandlaunchan
3 Kimi Raikkonen Ferrari 15| - |15]18} - [12] 8 |15]18|15]15]15] - | 18]10|12[10]25 |15 |15 ] - 251 attack withoutrelying
4 | MaxVerstappen | Red Bull-TAG Heuer 8| - |10] - |115] 2 |15]18 25| - |12 - |15]10|18]10|15]|18 |25 |18 |15 | 249 onartificesuchasDRS.
5 | ValtteriBottas Mercedes 4,18/18| - |18 10/18!1 6 | - |12/18|10/12115|12118 /18|10 /10|10 |10 247 But willit workin
6 | Daniel Ricciardo | Red Bull-Tag Heuer 12} - |25 - |10]25}12}12| - |10} - J12} - | - 8 |12] - | - |12 |12 170 practice? Perhaps. But
7 | NicoHulkenberg | Renault 6|18|8]-1-14|6|2|-[8J10)-}J-]-11]1-1-18]8]-]- 69 senior engineers within
8 | SergioPerez RacingPointForceindia-Mercedes| - | - | - |15} 2| - | - | -] 6 |1}]6]-J10}6 | -]1|6]4]-111]4 62 Flareexpressing very
9 | KevinMagnussen | Haas-Ferrari -j10}l1]-181-1-18j10]12}-16{4]-1-141-1-1-1211 56 littlehopethatit will, at
10 | Carlos Sainz Renault 1) -]2]1016]|1]4]14)]-]1-1-121-14]14]-]1]6]-1-18 53 leastinthelongterm.

11 Fernando Alonso (McLaren-Renault) 50; 12 Esteban Ocon (Racing Point Force India-Mercedes) 49; 13 Charles Leclerc (Sauber-Ferrari) 39; 14 Romain Grosjean (Haas-Ferrari) 37; 15 Pierre Gasly (Toro Rosso-Honda) 29; 16
Stoffel Vandoorne (McLaren-Renault) 12; 17 Marcus Ericsson (Sauber-Ferrari) 9; 18 Lance Stroll (Williams-Mercedes) 6; 19 Brendon Hartley (Toro Rosso-Honda) 4; 20 Sergey Sirotkin (Williams-Mercedes) 1.

Themostlikely
scenarioisthatwe’ll
seearaftof differing
designs atthefirsttest
nextyear,andthen, as
one particular concept
proves more effective
thantherest, there
will be aconvergence
towards that solution.
Bythebeginningof the
European seasonthe
wealthiest teams will
nodoubthaveachieved
that convergence, while
theless well-resourced
oneslag. Grand prix
racinghasbeenlike
that since Nuvolari
gothislicence. Still, it
will give the pundits
somethingtotalk
about, and anything
that fuels conversation
about subjects other
than tyredegradation
isfinebyus.SC

Photos: LAT

RUSSIAN GP,SOCHI
SEPTEMBER 30

Bottas annexes pole and has the
race under control until Mercedes
botches Hamilton's strategy and
drops him behind Vettel. Hamilton
re-passes the Ferrari before
Bottas is ordered to move aside
to mitigate any remaining threat.

An uncomfortable podium
ceremony ensues.

1 Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)
2 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)
3 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

JAPANESE GP,SUZUKA

: OCTOBER?Y

¢ Ferraribungles its tyre choicein

* mixed conditions in Q3, leaving

¢ Hamilton and Bottas clearto set up
: another Mercedes 1-2 finish. Vettel
- starts strongly from eighth but spins
: trying to pass Verstappen and

: finishes only sixth. Verstappen

: pressures Bottastowards the end as
: Hamilton stretches his pointslead to 67.
: 1Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

: 2 Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes)

: 3Max Verstappen (Red Bull)

USA GP,CIRCUIT OF THE AMERICAS :

: OCTOBER 21

: Raikkonen ends a personal victory
- drought of 112races by beating

: Hamilton off the line then managing
- tyres perfectly. Mercedes parks its
- innovative wheel design as a precaution -
: against protestand Hamilton is :
- only third after making an extra stop.
: Verstappenis second from 18thonthe :
: grid, while Vettel again spins in battle.
: 1 Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)

: 2 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)

- 3Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

MEXICAN GP,MEXICO CITY
OCTOBER 28

Verstappen is furious at losing pole
to team-mate Daniel Ricciardo, but
puts that right with a strong race

as Ricciardo botches the start. Merc
struggles with tyre-life and Hamilton
clinches his fifth world title with a
subdued race to fourth. Ricciardo
declares his car “cursed” after another
technical failure while running second.
1 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)

2 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

3 Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)

BRAZILIAN GP,INTERLAGOS
: NOVEMBER 11

: Astirring drive from fifth on the

: grid puts Verstappen in position

: towinagain, butacollision as

: Esteban Ocon tries to unlap

: himself hands the race back to

: Hamilton —whose engine comes

: close to failing from an exhaust

: problem. Verstappen is punished

: for confronting Ocon after the race.
: 1Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

: 2 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)

: 3Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari)

ABUDHABI GP,YAS MARINA
: NOVEMBER 25

: Hamilton rounds out 2018 withan

¢ impressive 11thvictory after beating

: Bottasto pole. Bottas slumps to fifth

¢ inthe race, and the championship,

: after another underwhelming outing —
. thistime struggling with his brakes.

: Vettel comes through to second while
: Verstappen recovers from a tough start
: torecord hisfifth consecutive podium.
: 1Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

: 2 Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

: 3 Max Verstappen (Red Bull)
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Turkington had a strong
weekend at Thruxton
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HOW TURKINGTON OVERGAME IS [006H

Racessettledbylessthan
onesecond atthe flag

(onlyincluding representative lap times)

The BMW man withstood huge pressure to claim a third championship

ritish Touring
Car champion
Colin Turkington
hasbroken
recordsthis year,
buthehasset

one benchmark
whichisevidence of justhow
tough the season hasbeen.

The 36-year-old took the title with the
lowest average score acrossthe10race
meetings since the points system was
altered for the 2012 season. He collected
anaverageof 30.4ateach event.

Conversely, in that seven-year
period, he alsohas therecord forthe
most points scored on average by a
champion (43.4) across the 10 meetings
when he took his second crown in 2014.

“Ithink the 2018 performance and
the statistics goto show just how far the
championshiphascomeinthattime,”
saysthe Portadown man. “In 2014, won
eightracesandIwason the podiumat
every event we went to.In 2018, I won
onerace, although my podium strike
rate was quite good with nine others.
Itisevidence of the strengthindepth
of the championship. The cups are

beinghanded out toalot more people.”
The championship hasramped up
inits competitivelevelin thelastfive
yearsatleast, as the graphson this
page show. The qualifying spreadis
muchlessthanitusedtobe,the
average winning marginsare down
and, remarkably, more than half of
the 30roundsin 2018 were settled by
onesecond or less. There were 17
different race winners this year.
Thatissomething series bosses have
noticed, and the upperlevel of ballast
hasbeen dropped from 75kgin 2018
down to54kgfor theforthcomingyear.
“Four yearsago, when the maximum
ballast was45kgs, I wouldn’t even have
thoughtaboutit,” explains Turkington,
who was saddled with 75kgs goinginto
five meetingsin 2018. “But 75kgwasa
real struggle. You knew you couldn’t
race with thatlevel of weight onthe car.
You were just managing the situation,
drivingaround and hopingto pick upa
couple of pointsjust waiting until you
could shed the ballast for the nextrace.
Itwasnotevenfuntobeinraceslikethat.
“Thatis why Ifound thisyear so
difficult. Iwasn’t gettingthe rewards

interms of therace winsand that
means youreally have to adjust
your mindset to how you approach
the championship and how you
approach eachrace weekend.

“People came up tome afterit wasall
over andsay ‘you’vehadagood year,
you’ve won thetitle’,and I would think
‘didIhave agood year? Did 1 really?
TIamnotsureitreallyfelt that way —
mindyou, if IthinkIhavehadabad
year and I am champion, how must
theothersfeel?!”

Butitwasagood year,and
Turkington survived the pressure
cooker of thetraditional final-round
showdown. He and Speedworks
Motorsport Toyota Avensis driver
Tom Ingram went toe-to-toe at Brands
Hatch and Turkington prevailedin the
penultimate round-moreasaresult of
Ingramfailingtoland apodium rather
than anything the BMW 125i M Sport
driver did. Turkington was knocked
intothe gravel and wasn’t able to
register asingle point.

There was somereal emotion from
Turkington in the parcfermearea
afterwards, ashe struggled tohold

back the tears. That wasalegacy of
therelief at topping the battlehe had
towage on track and some of the
most turbulent timeshehad ever
been through off it.

Hismother Mavis, aregularinthe
British Touring Car Championship
paddock since Colin (and brother
Gary)cametoraceonthemainlandin
1999, passed away before the rounds at
Oulton Park after battlingalongillness.

“The weekends at Thruxton and
Oulton Park were the most difficult
events of mylife,” says Turkington
candidly. “The situation was grave and
Ididn’tknow if I was goingto be able
toraceat Thruxtonatall.Icould have
hadto goatany minute. It washard to
cope withandIwaslivingday by day.

“But, once yougotoarace meeting,
youarelockedintoitfortwodays.Itis
adistraction and youhaveto put things
toonesideand it gave us, asafamily,
somethingtosmileabout. After mum
passed away, I won at Oulton Park just
dayslater. You can’t choose whento
wininthe BTCC, butthat one was
special. Fate wason my side.

“My dad and brothers were there,

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

In a turbulent season for the Northern Irishman, a third title was his most pleasing yet. By Matt James
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Averagerace
winning margin

2014 2.284s
2016 1.788s
2018 1.910s

as wellas my family, butit washard
todriveinto parcferme afterwards.
Thatis where the family were waiting
to greet me, and it was tough turning
up there and mum not being around.
Inaway,it wasayear of firstsfor
reasonslikethat.”

Anditended up with the ultimate
first, the championship trophy for
athird timetoadd tothat 2014 triumph
and 2009.

The WSRBMW 125i M Sport was
fitted with anew engineforthe 2017
campaign and attracted factory
backing. The hard yards were done
atthestartof that season gettingto
understand the new-specrubber
that Dunlop had introduced to the
championship, but there weren’t
very many more stepstobetaken
ahead of 2018.

“Wehad four days ahead of the season
—and two of those were wet,” says
Turkington. “Wehad asmall stepon
the engine, but the job wastomaximise
everythingwehad. Weneeded tobe
the best prepared we could because we
knew thefight would be harder than
ever. Wedidn'thave the fastest carat
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Suspension damage ruined Turkington’s Snetterton meeting

any pointacrossthe season, butit was
how we played the game that gotusto
where we were at the end of September.”
Although the team boxed clever with
the German hatchback, there were
three weekends where Turkington had
aparticularly tough time, and one of
those was at the second meeting of the
year at Donington. Technical gremlins
restricted him tojust six points.
“Between the opening six races at
Brands Hatch and Donington Park,
IThad effectively only done three
of them,” he explains. “We’d had a
probleminracetwo at Brands, and
twice at Donington. It would have
been very easy to get your head down
atthat stage, but the good thing about
this championshipisthatis does give
you the chances to play your way back
into the picture. Given the factors of
the ballast, reversed grids and tyres,
you can come back, although it
seemed like along way. I was lucky
ithappened so early onin the season,
and I knew I had the tracks which
really suit me and the car —like
Oulton Park and Croft—yet tocome.”
Thatresilience of mindissomething

that Turkington says has been one
of themajor high points of his
campaign. Heis adriver who works
extremely hard away from the
circuitfilingreportsonthecarto
the team and assessing all aspects
of hisperformance.

“Attheend of every year, Isitdown
and analyse how I havedriven and

whereIcanimprove,” says Turkington.

“Eachyear,Icanseelam gettingalittle
bitbetter.Iamnot surethatisinterms
of raw pace but the other areas, the
areas youlearn to control with more
experience.lam getting better at
managingthe car over arace weekend
and how to claw yourself back into
itafterasetback.”

And Turkingtonis keento gain
morerace mileagein 2019, although
hisexact programme has yetto
be determined. Given the level of
success he has enjoyed in the British
Touring Car Championship, and
the profileit has given him since he
returnedin 2013, it would be hard to
see him walking away, even if it did
offer him the biggest challenge of
hislifein the past 122months. B
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Racetwo

at Brands GP was torrid, but he still took the title

Donington was a
nadir for Turkington
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THE THREE CHAMPIONSHIPS

The first title came with the WSR-run BMW 320si

2009
THEFIRST ONE

Team: WSR Car: BMW 320si

Wins: 6 Podiums: 14

Driving the Team RAC-branded WSR BMW 320si, Turkington
was in his third year with the rear-wheel-drive machine and it
clicked together. The season was not a simple one with huge
competition from both the RML-run Chevrolet Lacetti of Jason
Plato and the factory Vauxhall Vectra of Fabrizio Giovanardi.
The BMW lapped up the strong acceleration zones at Oulton
Park and Croft, where he took two wins apiece, but it went
down to the wire. With Plato leading the final round, Turkington
had to finish atleast in the top four to seal the crown. He held
his nerve to land hisfirst title.

Turkingten managed eight wins over the season

2014

THIRDPLACEIS ENOUGH

Team:WSR Car: BMW 125i M Sport

Wins: 8 Podiums: 19

The eBay Motors-supported car was fully refined in its second
year and Turkington was ready to pounce — but once again,
Jason Platowas the man who proved to be his biggest
nemesis. Turkington again performed his now customary

trick of dominating the mid-part of the championship when
the series visits the tracks that are most suited to rear-wheel-drive.
Thatlaid the foundations, but Plato was keeping the pressure
upall the way through. In the showdown at Brands Hatch,
Triple Eight Race Engineering MG man Plato was gifted a

win by team-mate Sam Tordoff, who adhered to team orders,
but Turkington'’s third position was enough for himto seal a
second crown.

The WSRBMW 125i M Sport faced stiff opposition

2018

KEEPINGITTICKING OVER

Team: WSR Car: BMW 125i M Sport

Wins: 1 Podiums: 10

The BMW 125i M Sport driver was quietly optimistic coming
into the series, with a developed BMW. The carwas nota
match for some other rivals, but the experience and guile of
Turkington guided him through the pitfalls of the series,
whichincludes success ballast, option tyres and reversed
grids. He was boosted when the two drivers who were
chasing down the advantage he had built — Tom Ingram
(Speedworks Motorsport Toyota Avensis) and Ash Sutton
(Team BMR Subaru Levorg) — were both booted out of
the top two spots at Knockhill for ride height infringements.
He was nervous despite taking a 34-pointlead into the
finale, but when Ingram failed to finish on the podiumin
race two at Brands Hatch, a third crown was his.
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After winning arecord fifth UK Legends title, John Mickel still has his sights on the USA. By Stefan Mackiey

‘MICKELSAMERICAN

Mickel is still aiming to race full-time in America

Rl 9 DN R I . e

istory was
made this
yearinthe

UK National
Legends Cars
Championship
asJohn Mickel
became thefirstdrivertowin
fivetitlesinthe category, which
incredibly was hisfourth
successonthebounce.

That’snosmall featin aseries
where more than 30 carsregularly
compete, across sixracesovera
weekend and withrandomised grids.

“If people say it’s easy to win this
championship then they want to
come and have a gobecause wedo
sixracesinaweekend and you've
gottokeepthat consistency going,”
saysthe47-year-old, whosefirst UK
Legendstitle came in 2001.

“Week in, week out, making sure
the carisreliable, keepingitonthe
track, there’salot of work involved
andIdon’tthink peoplerealise
howharditis.

“Some championships only do
oneraceortworaces aweekend
but wehavesix.”

Driversfrom the other series
lookingin might believe that Mickel’s
dominationisasignthat the seriesis
competitively weak or that numbers
aredwindling. But,infact, the series,
which will celebrate 25 yearsin 2019,
isprovingtobejust as competitive
andpopularasever.

Thefinal meeting of the year -

UK Legends is going
strong after 24 years

always a good barometer of how
healthy aseriesis—at Brands Hatch
in early November attracted
32entries, while Mickel’stitle

was sealed that same weekend as
opposed to several rounds before.

The series also shared five of
itsnineroundsthis year with the
highly-popular British Truck
Racing Championship, which
attracts thousands of spectators
toitsmeetings.

Mickelisn’'t surprised that the
series and cars—five-eighth scale
models based on pre-war Ford,
Chevroletand Dodge bodies with
122bhp, alocked rear differential
andno aerodynamics—continue
tobesopopular.

“They’ve gotloads of power and
no grip, it’snotlike they’reslicks
and wings where you put your foot
down and it goes where they want it
to go,” says Mickel, whoisalso a five-
time Legends World champion.

“We’reon the knife-edge all the
time with them and there’safine
line between keepingiton the track
orputtingit off the track.

“That’s why they'resofunto
drive, they’vejust got bags of power
overthegroundandnogripatall.

“And that’s why I think anybody
who goes from Legendsintoa
different formulareally does shine
because they’ve got the car control
and skill tohandle something that
doeshandle when they moveintoit.”

Racinghasalwaysbeenin Mickel’s

blood, hisdad Brian was alocal

stock carracer when he was growing
up, and by the age of 10 Mickel

was competingin Ministox.

He was Superstox World and
European champion onshortovals
when he was 18-years-old before
eventually making themoveinto
Legendsin 1998, as “that wasthe only
thing we could afford movingupto”.

He founded Mickel Motorsport
in 2000 with his wife, and former
Legendsdriver, Lisa,and his
first UK Legends title followed
the next year, as well becoming
Legends World champion for the
firsttime and theinaugural title
holderin the Rockingham-based
series ASCAR inthe sameyear.

While Legendsis where Mickel
hasmade aname for himself it’sin
the United States of America where
he’sbeenlooking tomake abreak
formorethanadecade.

Havingdoneseveralracesinthe
States, he explainsit’smorethan
justracingoverthere.

“The Americans understand
motorsportIthink. They dosomany
different classesof racing, it’sjust
notracingit’sashowandIthink
that’s what the Legends have done,”
says Mickel, who took Legends
World Championship honours
in 2001, ’15and World Series
successin2001,’15,’17.

“It’snotjustaboutracing,it’s
the whole show and festival at the
meeting, gettingthe crowd involved

—

andtheexcitementof itall. Like we
havethe Trucks with the Legends,
we get 30,000 or 40,000 people there.

“We'renotjustdrivers: we're
showmenreally where we’ve got to
putonashow forthe crowd and get
them excited and the more they get
excited the better the crowd gets.

“That wasthe great attraction
about Rockingham, the ASCAR
was going because we had big
crowds and if we can get big
crowds back to motorsportthen
itmakeseverybody’slife easier.”

HemadehisNASCAR Truck
Series debutin 2005 at Texas Motor
Speedway and the following season
contested the final fiverounds
of the championship.

In2010he also won theinaugural
ASA Freestate500racein South
Africaandinthe processbecame
thefirst Englishmantowina
NASCAR-sanctioned race outside
of the USA.

Butultimately alack of budget
held him back from competing
further, butithasn’t stopped him
eyeingapossiblereturntothe States
in 2019 for afull season of racing.

“I'still wanttodoayearin America,
it’sjustfindingthe sponsorto get
ustherebutI'mnot gettingany
younger,” admits Mickel.

“It would be Trucks or Xfinity
[Series], if we canraise the budget
todothatforaseason and then when
I'moldandgreyIcanhangupmy
crash helmet and boots and say ‘you

Mickel hasraced in NASCARTruck Series and wants to return

DREAM,

F

- el Record breaker: Five
titles now for Mickel

know what, atleastI’'vehad ago’.

“We’ve donefour or fiveraces
outtherebut because you’'re new
and you jump straightinto it you get
two races underneath your belt and
youjust getinto the swing of things
and then you’re coming home.”

Evenif the American dream
doesn’t come true Mickel still plans
toreturnto UK Legends next year
totry and claim what herefersto
asthe “drive forfive” titlesin arow.

Buthe’sundernoillusions
that the task of winning another
titleisn’t becoming any easier.

“There’salot of good drivers
comingthrough thathaveraced
ontheovals.I’ve gottoup my
game and I'm in the process of
doingthatbecauseIthinkI've
been a bitlax last year, maybe the
last two years,” he says.

“Hopefully that push will be
enough to give me the edge but
there’salot of good drivers
comingthrough.

“You can’t put your finger on
one, I could probably reel off
10 who possibly, on their day,
could putitall together and win
the championship.”

Thefact thatthe UK Legends
Cars championshiprecord
holderis already predicting
how difficult next season will
be tellsthe uninitiated all they
need to know about how
competitive one of the UK’s
most popular seriesis. ®

Win in South African NASCAR race
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Behind every great BTGC driver, there is a dedicated partner. By Matt James

hose moments .
when a driver The Turkington
standson the family celebrate
top stepof

the British
Touring Car
Championship
rostrum mark the summit of
years of effortthat has gone

in on and off the circuit, and
itisnotjust aboutthe hours
spentinthe workshop orthe
miles of testingand preparation.

Whatever happenson the track,
drivers will then gohometo
their partners andfamilies. The
champagne isnowhere tobe seen
andlife hasto goon—-whetherthe
weekend before has been strong
oradisaster.

Drivers’ partners have many
different roles overthe course
of araceeventandtherehasto
beastrategy astohowtocope
with the highsandlows.

There are severalroles the girls
perform at ameeting. For example,
champion Colin Turkington’s wife
Louiselooks after the commercial
and performance aspect of her
BMW-drivinghusband overthe
course of theevent.

Louiseexplains: “Iam the eyes
andearsonthegroundandIhave
nohidden agenda other thanto
have Colin’s best interests. Wherever
that takesme, or whoever I have
tospeaktoor whateverIhaveto
do, that’sfor Colin. AN i . g \

“It’sup tome toremove By e s gl e el 5 m...
distractions and manage his ti‘on for Ingram and Drysdale: Llama ia
energies sothat his complete
focusis onhis own performance.”

The Turkingtons have been
togethersince 1999 and the
relationship between themhas
evolved over the seasonsthat
they have spent at the forefront
of the BTCC.

Louisesays: “Itisnot easy butit
isinstinctive.Iunderstand whathe
needs and that helpsbecausel am
as passionate about the end result
asheis.Ithasalmostbecomelikea
kindred spirit. If we communicate
or wedon’tcommunicate, we are
both onthe samepage.”

Toyota Avensis driver Tom & A . d
Ingram wastherunner-upinthe S ‘ |
championshipin 2018, and his
partner LauraDrysdaleisa constant
ateveryracemeeting. However,
sheisrarelyinthepitlane, asshe
hasahands-onrole with therunning

Lucy

of the Speedworks Motorsport team have helped him to get there that joy of astrong weekend. There how do you find a positivein that “By Monday morning, heis
in thehospitality unit. should be there. It’'snot mereally: were many of thoseforIngram situation? Because everything that absolutely fine. He putsit behind
“Itisactually atreatthat Tomis they are the ones who get their in2018,and again, itisanother could possibly have gone wrong. him, he thinks about the weekend
busy when heisataracemeeting: handsdirty and dothe hard work.” food outlet that feels the benefit. Butyouhavetotryandkeepthe andlooks at what’s happened and
it’'sawesome,” shesays. “Wearea There are different approaches “Afteragood weekend,itispodium | focusontheendgoal. Youcan'tget hejust getson withit. Rob just gets
bitlike shipsin thenight. Tomis astohow todeal with the driver on pizza,” says Laura. “Assoonas we pulled down by the lows and you on withlifeand moveson.Itis
oneperson, and I have anywhere race day, there hastobeacoping getout of the track. Then on Monday, can’tridethehighstoohigh. about what’snext.”
between 70to 100 people tolook mechanism. If theracer hashad we will go out and do an activity “Herespondstoempathy and tough Louise Turkington says that the
afterin hospitality. They aremy abad weekend and had adentin togetherasacouple, usually love.Iwilltell himitasitis. Thefacts. highpoints alongthe way are just
focusfortheday.” their title hopes, it can be tough involvinganimals. An animalfarm Tamnotafraid totell him what the staging posts along the season-long
Itseemsleavingadrivertoitisa forthe partner. somewhere: we both lovellamas. situationis:Iwon’t pussyfoot around campaign. Itisnot until the final
popular way of coping. Three-time LauraDrysdale explains that They are cuddly, approachable him. Heresponds well to a positive chequered flag of the season and
race winner Rob Austin’s wife Lucy shehasironed outthe peaksand andnice-justask[BTCCbossand attitude, not sympathy. Hereally the final points totals have been
saystherace weekend doesn’tonly troughsthatIngram might have former llama owner] Alan Gow.” hasgothishead togetherandit’sup counted up that the couple can truly
start when the AlfaRomeodriver experienced over the campaign, Louise, too, knowsthatatough tometocomplimentthat. Hedoes enjoy what they’ve been through.
turnsupatarace circuit. particularly if it went badly. weekend can have an impactbut the the same with me. We work really “Then the emotions come out,”
“Therunuptotherace weekend “Heused to get very overemotional Turkingtons have amore pragmatic welltogether.” says Louise. “Thatis thefinish
canbe quite upand down,” explains andupset,” explains Laura. “But attitudetotherollercoasterrides of Lucy Austinexplainsthather line for us. And that’s when you
Lucy. “Rob could be a bit stressed Ididn’tsign upto deal with that sh*t, motorsport—especially reflecting husband’s attitude after abad startto see what you’ve done and
or he could belooking forward toit. soIhadtostopit.Icouldn’tdeal with onDonington Parkin April, where weekend can take a while to defrost, how far you’ve come.”
There are a wholerange of emotions him beingthis primadonna,Ididn’t the threeracesyielded just six buthe generally recovers quickly. And while it was Colin
going through him. Helikestobe wantthat. I started totrain him: points after some mechanical woes. Lucysays: “The good thing Turkington who stood on the top
prepared. Everythinghastoberight Tused adistraction technique. We “Itisinstinctive. Youjust know aboutRobisthatif hehashadash*t step of therostrum at Brands
—solIkind of justleavehimtoit. would find the nearest McDonalds whattodo,” says Louise. “Butit’s weekend, he will have an hour to Hatchto collect the silverware,
“Overtherace weekend, even if tothecircuit. BigMac, chicken funny youmention Donington. The himself wherehefeelsdown or it wasn’t long before he was joined
hehaswonaraceorbeenonthe nuggets, fries—usually amilkshake first thingIthought was ‘sh*t, Idon’t whatever and gathers histhoughts, by Louise and his boys Adam and
podium,Iamnotthere.Itisthe too. That sortsitoutand then we know where this chapterisinmy butthen he will just get on withit. Lewis. That is one of the unseen
engineer, mechanics, itistheteam canhaveaconversation.” manual [of how tolook after Colin]!’ He will quickly start becoming measures of what goesinto
manager: itisall those people who Then, ontheflipside, there’sthe Itwasunchartered territory—and positive again. makingasuccessful driver.
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WORLD OF MMOTORSPORT QUIZ

ROUND 1: GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

1 Toyota GBis returning 6 Why was Fernando
to the British Touring Car Alonso handed three
Championship next year, penalties in his final

but what model will its
new challengerbe?

2 National Hot Rod
organisers have recently

unveiled the calendar 2018/19 FormulaE -~ o=
for next year. Name the season. Which team has - i :
two new venues that it now partnered with? Lappiwas unable towinaWRC round in 2018

feature onit.

3 Williams finished 10th

Formula 1 race in Abu
Dhabi?

7 DS has split with the
Virgin team for the

8 Next year's Chinese
Grand Prix is set to be

Photos: LAT, Jakob Ebrey, mcklein-imagedatabase.com

ROUND 2: MULTIPLE CHOICE

inthe constructors’ the 1000th Formula 1
championshipin 2018. race. Where and when
Name the two Formula 1 was the 900th? There’sbeenlots of Team Hard BTCC drivers,buthowmany? Raikkonen’slastwinin2013

seasons since 2010
when it was ninth.

9 Jenson Button won the
Super GT title as arookie.

1 How many different drivers
did Team Hard run in the British

3 Outofallthe 2018 World Rally
Championship drivers to have

5 Kimi Raikkonen took his first
Formula 1 win since 2013

4 \Who won their second Which ex-Formula 1 Touring Car Championship this previously won an event, which has this year. How many races did he
BriSCAF1 world driver was the last rookie year? the longest current win drought? start between those wins?
championship thisseason?  to win the championship? A)6 B)8 C€)10 A) Dani Sordo A)111 B)115 C)119

B) Mads Ostberg
5 Esapekka Lappiis 10 Avisit from which 2 Who finished runner-up C)Hayden Paddon 6 Out of the initial 2018/19

moving to Citroen next

high profile figure

inthe Formula 2 standings

Formula E driver line-ups,

season, but what was led to the Galway this year? 4 How many of the last 20 World how many teams don’t

his best resultin hisfinal Summer Stages rally i~ . A) Lando Norris Rallycross rounds has Johan have at least one ex-Formula 1
World Rally Championship  being rescheduled M N B) Alex Albon Kristoffersson won? driver?

campaign with Toyota? thisyear? DShassplitwiththeVirginteaminFormulaE C)Nyckde Vries A)15 B)17 C)19 A)O B)2 0©)4

BIG CHRISTMVIAS CROSSWORD

Down

1 Fernando Alonso's best result in F1 this season (5)
2 Lake _proposed Northern Irish circuit that hit funding trouble this

year (7)

3 Billy _the winner of this year's National Hot Rod World Final (4)

4 Andrew _, the 2018 Scottish Rally champion (9)

6 Team the 2017/18 Formula E champion Jean-Eric Vergne drove

for (9)

7 The circuit that will be visited twice by the BTCC next season

following Rockingham’s demise (8)

10 Circuit where BTCC champion Colin Turkington took his only

win of 2018 (6, 4)

12 Mick _ winner of European Formula 3 title (10)

14 The new BRC opener for 2019 following a calendar revamp (8)
15 _Chambers, the new chief executive of governing body

Motorsport UK (4)

Across

5 Number of consecutive WRC titles won by a driver called

Sebastien (7)

8 Manufacturer that won the WRC teams' title this year (6)
9 The name given to the WEC's new 2020 rules concept (8)

11 Number of laps behind the winner the first non-Toyota car finished
at Le Mans this year (6)

13 Mercedes' new reserve driver after he failed to find an F1 seat for
2019(7,4)

16 Number of different drivers to win a WRC round with Hyundai
this year (3)

17 Name of the driver to deny Johan Kristoffersson a clean sweep
of WRX wins this year (9, 4)

18 Anthoine _, the last ever GP3 champion (6)

19 The 2018 British Rallycross title winner: Mark _(7)

20 The winner of both the BRC and BTRDA titles this season (4, 7)

Answers to the quiz and crossword will be found in the
January 2 issue of Motorsport News
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What'samused theWRC legends?

What are Ricciardo andVerstappen thinkingin Mexico?
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PREDICTIONS: ALVIANAC

MN’s resident medium predicts what may be on the cards for 2019. By Chris Tylball
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Hot Rod racers: :
Ready for school £

JANUARY

Inthebuild up tothe season, Sebastien
Loebfindshehastimeonhishandsand
entersthe darts world championship at
Frimley Green. He topples the men who
have been on the scene for years and
beats Michael van Gerwen in thefinal.

Given the struggles the World
Rallycross Championship has had
attracting entries, it decides the

only solution is tointroduce anew
top class for specially-modified old
FIA European Formula 3-spec cars.
The Dallaras feature a number of
changes to make them suitable for
the discipline including strengthened
suspension and new tyres.

FEBRUARY

With aspare weekend in his calendar,
Loebentersthe opening round of the
World Superbike Championship at Phillip
Island in Australia. He wins in front of
reigning champion Jonathan Rea.

The opening round of the

British Rally Championship, the
Cambrian Rally, is cancelled at
thelast minute when it is discovered
that paperwork was not filled in
properly ahead of the event. A
replacementis not scheduled.

The British Racingand Sports Car
Clubfeelsithasspotted another gapin
themarket and announces anew series
for the old FIA European F3 spec cars.
Organisers believe there are notenough
optionsforteams wishingto continue
racingthe Dallaramachines.

MARCH

Citroen picks up backing from the
Saint Kitts and Nevis government
and decides to enter a third car in the
World Rally Championship. Short on

Advertising en
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fresh talent, it hires Petter Solbergto
spearhead the attack. The Norwegian
takes a sensational victory.

Lewis Hamilton dominatesthe
Australian Grand Prix for Mercedes.
Team-mate Valtteri Bottas struggles
togetahandle ontheset-up of thecar,
andfinishes more than one minute
behind. McLaren struggles with its
new car and Lando Norris and Carlos
Sainzfinishlapsbehind.

The West Cork Rally, around of the
BRC, is axed when amystery virus
strikes down the organising team.
Areplacement cannot be found.

Another gapin hisscheduleallows
Loebtotake partinthe British round
of the Motocross GP season. Heleads
home Dutch ace Jeffrey Herlings to
claim the trophy.

APRIL

Three different drivers take wins
in the opening rounds of the British
Touring Car Championship at
Brands Hatch.

Hamilton takes his third win of the F1
season in China. However, team-mate
Bottasonceagain hasissues gettingto
grips with the Mercedes. He finishes
outside the points. McLaren struggles
withitsnew car—itblamesadodgy
batch of cup cakesin the staff canteen
forthetrouble.

The Pirelli International Rally is
cancelled at the last minute as arare
species of butterfly is found in the
forests where the event is planned to
run. A replacement cannot be organised.

There are threenew round winners

| inthe BTCC atthe second meeting

The BTCC winter season was not a hit with race spectators

of the season at Donington Park.

Thereis asensational win on Rally
Argentina for Carlos Sainz, who has
been drafted in to pilot the Saint
Kitts and Nevis-backed Citroen.

MAY

Hamilton dominates the Monaco Grand
Prix, while Bottasisonce againataloss
tounlock pace from the car. Hefails to
qualify. McLaren joins the Finninfailing
to qualify. It blames problems with the
wind, which is apparently “blowingin
the wrong direction”.

Sensation on the Giro d’Italia bike
race as Loeb dominates the event to
take afamous win -ahead of team-
mate Chris Froome. It means he
misses the final games of the
Premier League, where he has made
several appearances for Liverpool,
but remains the division’s top scorer.

JUNE
The Saint Kitts and Nevis government
are delighted after Rally Portugal when
Didier Auriol takes the win on a one-off
appearance for Citroenina C3.

Hamilton strides to victory in the
Austrian Grand Prix at a canter.
Bottas has just finished the previous
French Grand Prix. Heis still in
front of the McLarens, though.

At Croft, after 12rounds of the British
Touring Car Championship, three fresh
drivers scale the rostrum meaning there
hasbeenadozen winners.

The Ypres Rally is axed from the BRC
schedule when Brexit negotiations
mean that none of the UK crews have
their entries accepted. A replacement
isnot found.
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Who threw away the keys? Jakob Ebrey enjoys the high life...

JULY

After securingalast-minute drive, Loeb

dominates the National Hot Rod World
Final from the verylast spot on the grid.

Fresh from Foxhall Heath, Loeb
beats Novak Djokovic to win the
Mens’ singles final at Wimbledon.

Yet another win for Hamilton at
Silverstone. Hefinishesalapclear

of anyoneelse, and finished the 521aps
well clear of the rest—especially Bottas,
whoisstill taking partin Free Practice 1.

AUGUST

On Rally Germany, one-off driver
Miki Biasion stands on the top of
therostrum after hauling the Saint
Kitts and Nevis Citroen to glory.

TOCA chiefsfeel thereisa growing

market for old FIA European Formula 3

cars and announce atthelast-minute
thatanew series for the machines
will support the British Touring Car
Championshipin 2020. A statement
saystherehad been a clamour from
teams moaning aboutalack of
realistic options for continuing
tofield thecars.

The Ulster Rally, around of the
BRC, is cancelled because the
weatheris too warm and the
Tarmacroads have melted. A
replacement can’t be found.

SEPTEMBER

Hamilton wraps up the championship
with a winintheItalian Grand Prix.
Bottasisstill on the beach enjoying
themid-season break. McLaren
blames Hondaforitsterrible
performance, untilitis pointed out
that the Japanese powerplantsno
longer motivate the British cars.

All competitorsin the British
Rally Championship finish on

zero points when the Galloway
Hills Rally is axed as Scotland
isinthe middle of an independence
vote. Itisnotreplaced. Bosses

of the BRC announce a calendar
for the 2020 season involving no
rounds at all.

The BTCCbreaksallrecords

at Knockhill, with three more

new winners atthe head of the

pack. That means 24 differentracers
have tasted the champagne.

Ouch - that’s gotta hurt. Putting the bo

otin at Brands Hatchin 2018

Dan Cammish loves Matt
James’ Tyson Fury impression

NickTandy:no fan of number two

OCTOBER

Juha Kankkunen makes a
sensational one-off appearance
for Citroen on Wales Rally GB
and takes glory in the Saint
Kitts and Nevis-supported C3.

Afterthefinal rounds of the BTCC

at Brands, the seriesrecords an
extraordinary 30differentrace
winnersfrom the 30races. Alldrivers
have equal pointsand every single
entrantis crowned champion.

NOVEMBER

In another dominant performance,
Hamilton claims the Brazilian
Grand Prix at Interlagos.
Meanwhile, in Finland, Bottasisin
the departure lounge at Helsinki
airportready to board a plane to
Sao Paulo. McLaren blames “evil
spirits” inits pitlane garage for

its appalling performance.

The British Hillclimb Championship
revealsthatit willbeaddinganew
classtoitsranksforlimited FIA
European Formula3speccars.
Series bosses claim teamshave

been struggling tofind placestorace
the cars and were only too happy to
incorporate a class dedicated to F3.

DECEMBER

After a 10-week process, Loeb
claims £250,000 from Alan Sugar
after winning The Apprentice.

Bottas wins a celebrity version of
BBC’s Mastermind. He takes glory
duetothefacthehasmadeabsolutely
nopasses.

Loeb claims the number one slot at
Christmasin the UK after winning
the X-Factor.
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Fugards

-.--l'l' -'I .} #
Ifonly I had a windscreen wiper...

Spedeworth boss Deane Wood shows off a new short oval category
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SPARES AND ACCESSORIES
www.kaylan.co.uk P

Full range of engine components for:

“ m® LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM | | = Sy =y ey, Lo
MOTORSPORT LOTUS 900-SERIES
: 4 VAUXHALL XE The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

VAUXHALL ECOTEC

l‘ Inni . Follow Us | LikeUs
Th i “{ inn ! ng C:I?\t;f'nblfj :i’“:::E! E] witter. com/SimpsonExhausts E facebook com/SimpsonRaceExhausts
fO rmu I din h I g h STE%TSRZ'.JORT'(;' b 01753532222 | Simpson Exhausts
performance plastic...

~ )
(Alloywheelrepairs.com |

b \ramn ¢hoere L3 i M @

S e B e e R - Repairs to aluminium and magnesium . .
| | Rebuild Timel...

o Rbadiflags fhoth mokdnd snd poecterd] * Protrrtion for Fradesy Are Grecton, Sowr oty Tor Lnko, Difborrmtoel smd General Unsbrrbaody Froseecton

® Wieel Apch [y » g o Gergrfess Moseiy * Bersbery ol Boepaiogn * hoep s Tini Guardy » Srpobe Wowlded Party » foll Culfong Serveer Srashabie . Wheels Chemica”y Stripped, ﬁne

bead blasted and powder coated. Fast and Reliable DE“VEI’Y of
Forged Pistons and Conrods

+Wheels inserted and PCD and
offset altered.

( Chevette )

- Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

+ HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll
cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works
spec.

F: +44 (0)1274 531409

+ 40 years of experience to share.

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

CARRILLO
| K e Commetn

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET, Have the Pkt‘:""s you need, m’f- =
SI;H(ST(;ZRPE% (();%Yog éR A3 i CALL: (0)1462 684300
X ]| X Cambrid ge sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

) Motorsport Parts
Unit 5 Lacre Way, Letchworth, Herts, S5Gé | NR. www.cambridgemotorsport.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

A e MITSUBISHI
S TO ADVERTISE | | GRNF4

YOUR NEW i

O Cooters sSCHRICK PRODUCTS AND ﬁ

RACELOGIC SERVICES IN

= VARLEY RED ..!.ﬂ' OUR NEXT ISSUE

2 - - N\ gzﬂalé parts held in stock

> FERODO ready for immediate

e ———T A - RACING despatch View our

4 0 5 8 1 0 9 online catalogue at

Tel 01524 761398

Large amount of

CALL FOR MORE INFO 2R BRUNEL CLOSE Email: info@mardigras.co.uk :
01327 858 006 DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www.mardigras.co.uk wayn esli s@ ao I com
DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB www.performanceclutch.co.uk www.arn si d emoto rsp ort.co.u k
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MARKETPLACE

NGINES

\DUR’I-\TEG

\ZETEC

DURATEC ZETEC

ENGINE ENGINE

» 2.0-2.5 Litre » 1.6, 1.8 & 2.0 Litre
AYRTON SENNA » 200-340 BHP » 188-275 BHP

L OT US - HON DA A

COMPLETE ENGINE & COMPONENT DEVELOPMENT

wwwwwwwww.dunnellengines.com /i1

Tel: +44 (0) 1449 677 726 E-Mail: info@dunnellengines.com
Unit 10 Tomo Business Park, Tomo Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 5EP, England

WEICANIMANUEACTURE ONSITE ANY. SHAPE
SIZE} s EABACITY OF TANK YOU NEED! & TP

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON ' '™
[H610mm x WE10mm x Lﬁasrmni

[H250mm x W300mm x L600mm)

PRO JECT _ {PROJECT
e ~___CMB-FT014

CUSTOM f" — CUSTOM
1 X OFF CENTER FILLER 1=KFAHSIDEFI.LH%___ e INLET, 6MM OUTLET
NECK [BAFFLED] +FORK LIFT BRACKETS [&'AFFLEB] - 1 X FAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

CMB-FTO015
CUSTOM

MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, 6mm OUTLET
FILLER NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] COMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BAFFLED]

Quote SP329 when you call:30 1734 595 Www.compbra e

Compbrake Motorsport Ltd, Belvedere Barn Estate, Unit F1, Crank Road, Billinge, Wigan, WN5 7EZ Sales: sales@compbrake com Technical: technical@compbrake.com
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108 COMPETITORS IN 3 X
RACES CAN'T BE WRONG!

HRDC 2018 SEASON FINALE
DONINGTON PARK 14* OCTOBER

HRDC ‘TOURING GREATS’ FOR PRE-'60
TOURING CARS WITH ‘TC63" & 'ACADEMY"

HRDC ‘ALLSTARS’ FOR PRE-'66 SPORTS,
'4 GT & TOURING CARS

..F;"*a- a2 l;

JOIN THE
BEST TEAM
IN HISTORIC

RACING
FOR 2019!

HRDC ‘CLASSIC ALFA CHALLENGE' FOR ALFA
ROMEO SPORTS, GT & TOURING CARS

COMPETITION ENQUIRIES: JULIUS THURGOOD 07850 361159 . direct@juliusthurgood.co.uk . www.hrdc.eu
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stripe

“They’re a semi-secret way to wear your car nerd THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

on your sleeve, but stylish enough that you'll get ' o Tanspon T

compliments on them from people who don’t know
the secret meaning behind the pattern.”

If you would like to advertise
your products ox

services here please email

Benjamin.kavanagh@
motorsport.com

0203 405 8109

use discount code MOTORSPORTNEWS20 for 20% off at
www.striipedesign.com

Bright LED
dashboard

lighting bulbs ; High power LED’
| o W stop & tail light
\ i A . ——— NG bulbs

We have | .
been upgrading =

.‘\

car lighting . | . N
for 40 years. m on eylbwara nt = Bright sharp LED

L G S

Our advice is SN flasher upgrades
free. R i RS S~ TR A T L2 -&i_i S plus headlights

. . : & more.
We design unique products to make your classic more

car better, brighter and safer. Pound for pound, ﬂ
nothing else makes more difference. N 4

01789 576109

www.bettercarlighting.co.uk enquiries@bettercarlighting.co.uk
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RECRUITMENT
DRIVEN BY
PASSION

el

Find your dream |

Find the latest jobs in motorsport

Apply for a job with just one click

Upload your CV and let recruiters find you

Set up job alerts - don’t miss out on your dream move

molorsport

motorsportjobs.com Motorsport jobs

- A Motorsport
Network Company
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS
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-y SR

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

T

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
TRANSPORTER
QAGE — B For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

l , HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS

FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish

Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ | Telephone 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

(€29:9:4:10).4 2 RACEWEAR

_ PHOENIK = Gearboxman.com Grapd Prix
Authorised stockists for: COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES Silverstone
PHILIPS any ol Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more T
01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.couk § Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007 www.gprdirect.com

RACE CARS RACEWEAR

B s, J o

01933 411 993 § e _ : phone. 07771 762145 RACE&RALLY
jondelrace@aol.com N o ( PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
- MCR's for sale

arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS
BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS

—r
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD MOTORSPORT
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING. \\

CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS, \\

PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING. WWW.maI'digI'as.CO-uk Www.demon-tWEEks.com

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

RACE & RALLY PARTS RACEWEAR

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECILIST S BlD M otors p ort T"“'““'f‘g..{mi'{fgsts - ;,aimeur
7

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW! [

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

put together the best package with engines producing 2500hp up 1 5500hp Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine ®Min Order Only 4
BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management

{Kﬁ For mors inkomelion el selesByreapbumelorsperloses kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide. eNo I.ogo. Set Up Fees
GroupB Motorsport
-mail
northamptonmotsrsn;(?;t@btconnect.com e Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents I,ead l“g per‘o rmance bra“ds on ““e )) CO nn 'ECted to yo u

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com W: sbdev.co.uk E: sbdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121 WWW. ogomeup_co_u
or visit Plus much more, Contact us on 2 2
www.part-box.com www.brianjames.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

e Performance Tuning Specialists - t
— Northampton * 2WD Superflow Rolling Road, . .. a)-or@)oﬂ Par
Motorsport 1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity - = =

Performance and Tuning Parts

northamptonmotorsport.com 01604 766624

GEARBOXES RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions Autoovarts and Hvdraulics ‘L
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP p y = RV
nd Stret, Somerset www.EMPIRE gﬁCO'Uk
avantimotors@btconnect.com . s Hae P! e
- Rally and Race Gearboxes l,n.rmg 3h
-6 3psed Ssqental Getbones Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489
_ Limited Slip Differentials etc. sales@LMAautoparts.com www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk
GEARBOXES RECE & RALLY PERTS ____ WHEELS&TYRES
- 3 3N
e, Rally & Race Gearboxes, Stock and custom made COMPOMOTIVE
=~ r,T GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts FiA Fuel Cells. -E MOTORSPORT WHEELS
T:01782280136 F:01782269913 Short lead times. Gl Winning all over the world since 1973...
Transmissions  E:sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com 01527 521050 T —’--.’.:rr Heat treateclinillllt:zi;v; g‘;:;nm\_’ la)ﬁgkwllr:)productlon.
T . T : . WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM
sisit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com www.classicworldracing.co.uk Tl. 00 44 1952 850615 _sales@comp.co.uk
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