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Mission

Vision

The Council of Islamic Organizations of Greater Chicago (CIOGC) is the unifying force that 
brings together over 400,000 Muslim Americans in the greater Chicago region, and now 
increasingly all of Illinois. With over 60 member organizations, ranging from mosques, to 
Islamic schools and community organizations based in the Chicagoland region, the CIOGC 
is made up of a very diverse body. 

Muslims are represented by a wide array of ethnicities, races and cultures including African 
Americans, Nigerians, South Asians, Arabs, Bosnians, Albanians, Turks, Latinos, Caucasians 
and many more. The Council brings these extraordinary communities together in cooperation 
and collaboration to engage and work with the interfaith community, government, media 
and the public in general.

Our mission is to be the unifying federation of Islamic organizations 
of greater Chicagoland, the leading advocate of Muslim community 
interests and a catalyst for enriching American society.

The Council connects, empowers, represents and leads the diverse 
Muslim community of Illinois by guiding them to play a constructive 
role in advancing positive social change and progress in American 
society through civic education and engagement, community 
building, youth development, interfaith collaboration, and media. 
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A picture is worth a thousand words. We are pleased to present to you a pictorial record of 
CIOGC accomplishments this year, thanks to Allah (swt) and your continued support. Your 
CIOGC presents a demonstration of unity, diversity, leadership, service and rep-
resentation of the Chicago area Muslim community. We all are lucky to be so 
united, something that is lacking in many other metropolitan areas in the US.

The Council has continued its increased focus on our member organiza-
tions. The tradition of a Yearbook (that was re-initiated last year) has grown 
considerably this year. You will find in this book the profile and accomplish-
ments of almost all of our major member organizations.

While we have made significant strides in the past year, we have also been met 
with challenges. One of them has been the targeting and scapegoating of the Muslim com-
munity relating to the arrest of three young Muslims over the past two years on charges 
of supporting or seeking to involve themselves with terrorist groups. We see that violent 
extremism is a disease that has plagued almost all communities across our country, as wit-
nessed in numerous shootings in schools and other public places. For the Muslim community 
one arrest in 2012 on charges of terrorism was one too many.

CIOGC and its members continue to address the problem of violent extremism through sup-
port and promotion of programs for and by the youth. These programs have flourished over 
the past several years at mosques, Islamic schools, and centers across Chicagoland. CIOGC 
is also proactively encouraging our governmental agencies to do their part in rehabilitating 
young people with violent tendencies before giving up on them and putting them away. Par-
ents of troubled teens are more likely to seek help from these programs. 

We as a society need to understand and address the root causes of violent extremism. All 
three young Muslims arrested over the past two years expressed their frustration with our for-
eign policies that seem to be stacked up against Muslims in many parts of the world. We also 
know that they were not alone in expressing these frustrations. Nearly half of all Americans 
were opposed to the Iraq war that killed hundreds of thousands of Muslims and devastated a 
country. 

The challenges that we face as a community are being able to identify root causes of the vio-
lent extremism, providing positive opportunities for Muslim youth, and working closely with 
law enforcement and government agencies to respond to and proactively prevent violent 
extremism. Islam is a religion of peace and CIOGC will continue to display this through our 
efforts to unify Muslims, work with the youth, partners of faith, media, and government.

        Sincerely,

Dr. Mohammed Kaiseruddin
Chairman & Co-Founder of CIOGC
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CIOGC presents a demonstration of unity, diversity, leadership, service and rep-

While we have made significant strides in the past year, we have also been met 



CIOGC supports its members, which include local masajid (mosques) and Muslim 
community organizations, by empowering their leadership and communities, en-
hancing their organizational capacity, and serving their constituencies most effec-
tively via:

Leadership and professional development
House of Representatives meetings
Civic engagement, voter registration trainings and lobbying practices
Muslim cultural sensitivity trainings and workshops
Goal-setting, strategic planning and fundraising guidance
Media trainings and workshops

CIOGC House of Representatives meetings bring together the diverse leaders of the Chicagoland Muslim community.

Pictured above: Roger Othman, Executive Director of the Islamic Food and Nutrition 
Council of America, speaks at a CIOGC House of Representatives meeting.
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Community members gathered in February to 
attend a series of informative workshops on the 
Affordable Care Act, various types of health in-
surances, how to enroll and how to help other 
community members enroll. Among this series 
of workshops, CIOGC partnered with United 
Power for Action and Justice (UPAJ) at the 
MAS-Chicago office in Bridgeview, Illinois.

CIOGC and the Office of the Governor hosted 
a State Employment Workshop in March at Is-
lamic Foundation in Villa Park, Illinois. Co-Chair 
of the Muslim American Advisory Council, 
Sohair Omar, along with others, underscored 
the opportunities for Illinois Muslims to join the 
state workforce. 

CIOGC held its Pillars Dinner in May as an 
opportunity for Chicagoland Muslim leaders 
to learn more about CIOGC’s work and vision 
for the future. Top leaders also had the oppor-
tunity to discuss how to meet the needs of the 
growing Chicagoland Muslim community. 

A committee of CIOGC, Zakat Chicago helps 
calculate Zakat and answers questions regard-
ing its distribution. It also offers local distribu-
tion of Zakat to organizations and individuals. 
On the right is a photo of the Greater Chicago 
Food Depository receiving a check from Zakat 
Chicago for over $20,000 to provide supplies 
to food pantries across Chicagoland.

Zakat Chicago

Pillars Dinner

State Employment Workshops

Affordable Care Act Workshops

4



CIOGC meets with Senator Christine Radogno to discuss its legislative agenda during Illinois Muslim Action Day

CIOGC leads nearly half a million Illinois Muslims in being more politically active 
while also providing opportunities for Muslims to participate in civic and govern-
mental affairs. Our civic engagement work has many components, including:

Muslim American Advisory Council to Illinois Governor Pat Quinn
Illinois Muslim Action Day at the state capitol
Voter registration drives across Chicagoland
Community organizing, mobilizing and coalition building
Senate Page Program for Muslim youth

5
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Illinois Muslim Action Day
CIOGC held a successful 6th 
Annual Illinois Muslim Action 
Day on April 30 at the state 
capitol in Springfield, Illinois. 
During the event, Muslim 
community leaders met with 
Senators and Representatives 
to seek support for CIOGC’s 
legislative agenda. A press 
conference was also held in 
which all Springfield media 
outlets attended.

Iftar with the Governor
Governor Pat Quinn hosted 
more than 100 Illinois Muslim 
community leaders for the 
second annual Governor’s 
Iftar at the Executive Mansion 
in Springfield, Illinois, on July 
2, 2014. Quinn inaugurated 
the custom in 2013 as part of 
his agenda to make Illinois 
the most welcoming state in 
the nation. Muslim leaders 
who attended the event were 

also able to communicate 
with the Governor on various 
topics and issues pertinent to 
the Muslim community.

UPAJ Meeting with the Gov-
ernor
Over 800 community activ-
ists, religious leaders and 
concerned citizens met with 
Governor Pat Quinn in Jan-
uary to discuss issues for 
which they sought an imme-
diate response. Organized by 
United Power for Action and 
Justice (UPAJ), the meeting 
at Ascension Church brought 
together Jews, Christians, 
Sikhs, Muslims and other 
people of faith.

Voter Registration Drives
CIOGC hosted multiple voter 
registration drives through-
out September 2014 at 
various locations, including 
the Downtown Islamic Cen-

ter (DIC), the Islamic Center 
of Naperville (ICN) and the 
Islamic Foundation of Villa 
Park. Drives were met by a 
large number of community 
members who saw the im-
portance of getting involved 
in the voting process.

Muslim American Advisory 
Council
CIOGC closely works with the 
Muslim American Advisory 
Council (MAAC) to advise the 
Governor on ways to ad-
vance the role and civic par-
ticipation of Muslim Ameri-
cans in Illinois as well as ways 
in which Illinois can enhance 
trade and cooperation with 
Muslim-majority countries. 
Additionally, MAAC helps the 
State build relationships with 
and disseminate information 
to Muslim American commu-
nities across Illinois.
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CIOGC Board Members with Governor Quinn at his Iftar party in the Governor’s mansion



CIOGC is committed to active dialogue and joint action between Muslims and peo-
ple of diverse faith traditions and maintains invaluable relationships with several 
faith groups, including:

Francis Cardinal George and the Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago
The Catholic Theological Union 
The Chicago Board of Rabbis
Council of Religious Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago
Jewish Council on Urban Affairs
Northern Illinois Conference of the United Methodist Church 
Presbytery of Chicago

Council of Religious Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago, including CIOGC Chairman, at a peace prayer gathering at the Daley Plaza

Pictured above: CIOGC participates in an outdoor event entitled “An InterFaith Gathering 
in Witness of Peace” sponsored by the Council of Religious Leaders of Metropolitan Chica-
go (CRLMC) in Daley Plaza in August. 
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CIOGC Chairman Dr. Mohammed Kaiser-
uddin spoke at the City of Chicago’s 28th 
Annual Interfaith Breakfast, where civic, 
business and religious leaders came togeth-
er on January 17, 2014, to commemorate 
the life-work of civil rights activist Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

CIOGC and the Downtown Islamic Center 
(DIC) hosted the Archbishop of Chicago, 
Cardinal Francis George, and the Chicago 
Catholic community for CIOGC’s Annual 
Interfaith Iftar in July. In April, CIOGC rec-
ognized Cardinal George with a dinner to 
honor his long-standing friendship with the 
Muslim community.

A mixed group of nearly 100 Methodists 
and Muslims held their 9th Annual Unity 
Banquet on June 12 at the Islamic Founda-
tion in Villa Park, Illinois. The event’s theme, 
“Does God bless inter-religious dialogue?,” 
prompted insightful and constructive con-
versation among the attendees.

CIOGC and the Presbytery of Chicago held 
their Annual Interfaith Dinner in Septem-
ber at the Islamic Foundation in Villa Park, 
Illinois. The event’s theme was “Sharing the 
Horizon, Turning Dialogue into Action” and 
focused on how Muslims and Presbyterians 
can partner on faith-driven projects and 
programs.

Annual Muslim-Presbyterian Dinner

Annual Muslim-Methodist Dinner

Interfaith Iftar with Cardinal George

City of Chicago MLK Interfaith Event
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CIOGC helps Muslim youth become better Muslims and American citizens by offering 
opportunities to build leadership skills, become civically engaged, and be recognized 
for their academic achievements. The Council supports youth initiatives including:

Youth Leadership Forums and activities
Senate Page Program
Internship & Volunteer Program
Muslim Valedictorians recognition

9

Muslim youth express their support for democracy and human rights in Egypt at a CIOGC-sponsored rally in downtown Chicago
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The Council offers a unique and 
collaborative environment for 
students who seek to develop 
their professional work experience 
in advocating for the interests of 
the diverse and growing Chicago-
land Muslim community. Through 
hands-on learning, CIOGC interns 
enhance as well as acquire new 
skills that contribute to their aca-
demic and professional growth. 

Internship Program

Each year, CIOGC invites students 
to become Senate Pages to shad-
ow state senators in Springfield 
during its annual Illinois Muslim Ac-
tion Day. By shadowing state sena-
tors for a day, CIOGC Senate Pages 
participate in the lawmaking and 
the legislative process first-hand. 

Senate Page Program

Every year, CIOGC recognizes the 
achievements of Muslim valedicto-
rians and promotes the academic 
and extracurricular achievements 
of Muslim youth across Chicago-
land through its Muslim Valedictori-
an program. 

Muslim Valedictorians
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CIOGC is the premier Muslim voice in Chicagoland media representing over 
400,000 Muslims across the state of Illinois. The Council’s communications team 
leads a wide-range of media efforts including:

The Chicago Crescent, the Council’s monthly print and online newspaper
Weekly E-Newsletter with news and information from CIOGC and its members
Media advocacy on topics and issues about or related to Muslims
Media campaigns to promote a positive media image of Islam and Muslims
Media trainings and workshops for member organizations

CIOGC and the Nigerian Islamic Association address local media on the topic of the kidnappings of Nigerian girls

Pictured above: CIOGC, along with the Nigerian Islamic Association, held a press confer-
ence in May to condemn the horrific mass kidnappings of more than 200 girls in Nigeria 
and pray for them to be released and returned safely to their families. ABC, CBS, FOX, 
NBC, WBBM, WGN, and local college media outlets attended and reported on the event.
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CIOGC participated in a press 
conference on behalf of Islamic 
Foundation North in February to 
condemn hateful graffiti found on 
both the mosque and the neigh-
boring St. Demetrios Church in 
Waukegan, Illinois.

Condemnation of vandalism

CIOGC and interfaith leaders held 
a press conference in March to 
urge people of all faiths to partici-
pate in a day of prayer and fasting 
for the children of Syria as part of 
Syrian Children Awareness Day.

Syrian Children Awareness

CIOGC, in collaboration with Gain-
Peace, MCC, ICNA, IFANCA and 
the Sabeel Food Pantry, co-spon-
sored a billboard on highway 294 
in Chicago throughout Ramadan 
2014. The advertisement invited 
the public to learn more about 
Muslims and the Holy Quran.

Ramadan Ad Campaign

Since 2006, CIOGC’s publica-
tion The Chicago Crescent has 
remained the leading monthly 
newspaper that reports on news, 
announcements and happenings 
in and about the greater Chicago-
land Muslim community. 

The Chicago Crescent
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Pat Quinn
Governor of Illinois

Toni Preckwinkle
Cook County Board President
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John J. Cullerton
Illinois Senate President

Roger C. Claar
Mayor of Bolingbrook, Illinois



1313 * Due to vastness of geographic reach not all members are shown 
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Al Furqaan Foundation
American Islamic Association (AIA)
American Islamic College (AIC)
American Muslims for Palestine (AMP)
Aqsa School
Arab American Family Services (AAFS)
CMECCA School
Chicago Dugsi Center
College Preparatory School of America (CPSA)
Council for the Advancement of Muslim Professionals (CAMP)
Dar-us-Sunnah Masjid and Community Center
Downtown Islamic Center (DIC)
East-West University
Ephraim Bahar Cultural Center (Masjid Al-Mu’minun)
Fox Valley Muslim Community Center
Gujarati Muslim Association of America
Helping Hand for Relief and Development (HHRD-USA) 
Horizon Academy 
Inner City Muslim Action Network (IMAN)
Institute of Islamic Information & Education
IQRA’ International Education Foundation
Islamic Center of Western Suburbs (ICWS)
Islamic Center of Wheaton (ICW)
Islamic Circle of North America (ICNA)
Islamic Community Center of Des Plaines (ICCD)
Islamic Community Center of Illinois (ICCI)
Islamic Center of Naperville (ICN)
Islamic Cultural Center of Greater Chicago
Islamic Food & Nutrition Council of America (IFANCA)
Islamic Foundation
Islamic Foundation North (IFN)
Islamic Foundation School (IFS)
Islamic Medical Association of North America (IMANA)
Islamic Relief USA (IR-USA)
Islamic Society of Northwest Suburbs (ISNS)
Masjid Al- Farooq
Masjid Al-Muhajireen
Masjid Al-Taqwa
Masjid Dawah
Midwest Islamic Center (Masjid Al-Huda)
Mosque Foundation
MUNA Chicago
Muslim American Society (MAS)
Muslim Association of Bolingbrook 
Muslim Bar Association (MBA)
Muslim Community Center (MCC)
MCC Academy 
Muslim Consumer Group for Food Products
Muslim Educational & Cultural Center of America (MECCA)
Muslim Legal Fund of America (MLFA)
Muslim Society Inc. (MSI)
Muslim Women’s Alliance (MWA)
Muslim Women’s Resource Center (MWRC)
Nigerian Islamic Association (NIA)
Organization of Islamic Speakers - Midwest
Prayer Center of Orland Park (OPPC)
Sound Vision Foundation
Universal Knowledge Institute
Universal School
Webb Foundation
Zakat Foundation
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231 S. State Street, Suite 300
Chicago, Illinois 60604

Tel: 312-506-0070  | Fax: 312-506-0077
E-mail: info@ciogc.org
www.ciogc.org


