Driven does more, with less

Independent testing reveals Driven Racing Oils
provides more horsepower with less wear

Detailed surface measurements and used oil analysis
results all confirm the Driven system of lubricants
reduces wear by 76%, provides 2% more horsepower
and lowers temperatures by 11°C compared to
conventional, high zinc racing oils.
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DRIVEN

RACING OIL

XP9O
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Developed for and used by NASCAR champions Joe
Gibbs Racing, Driven Racing Qil provides bespoke

products proven to outperform standard synthetic

oils and even “high zinc”racing oils. Trusted by
professional racing teams around the world for M TITION PREVEN T
more than a decade, Driven delivers protection and e ————
performance you can count on. 007 o Pk
The Driven XP range is available in:
oW, OW-10, OW-20, 5W-20, 10W-30,
10W-40 & 15W-50 viscosities

‘Ed Pink Racing Engines uses Driven Racing Oil in every engine we
build. It is the best insurance for long engine life that you can get’
Ed Pink, Hall of Fame Engine Builder
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Motorsport News
readers will be

. offered unparalleled
accessto the stars
of the World Rally
Championship
whenitisunveiled at
January’s Autosport
International.

Theseriesis

beinglaunchedin
Birmingham for
thesecond yearin
succession, butnext
year’sreveal will be
organised with fans
aswellasthe world’s

IRCUIT SERIES
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mediainmind.
Fullstory, p2-3
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Public will be able to get access to the

ByDavid Evans

Nextyear’s World Rally
Championship will be
launched in front of tens
of thousands of British
fansin Birminghamon
Saturday January 12.
Followingfeedback from this
year’s Autosport International
Show and workingin conjunction
with WRC Promoter, the decision
was taken to bringthe teams,
carsand crewstothe NECon
Saturday rather than one of

Ogier wants to meet fa_ns

the trade-targeted weekdays.

Show director Kate Woodley told
Motorsport News: “Launching the
FIA World Rally Championship
was one of the highlightsand
biggest momentsin the history
of AutosportInternational. It was
areal coupforusthisyear. Next
year, we want to make it bigger,
better and more fan-friendly.”

World Rally champion
Sebastien Ogier was one of
thekey drivers wholed the call
for changein thelaunch date.

The Frenchman told MN:
“Wedid thelaunch onthe media
day atthe show, butitcould be
anideatobring more people
anddoitonaday when the public
and the families could comein
aswell. It could be tough for
themediaif we do this, but
it’sbetterfor thefans.”

That sentiment was echoed by
M-Sport’s world championship-
winning team principal Malcolm
Wilson, who said: “Definitely
it’'sworthlookingatmovingthe
launch, we’ve all seen how many

--\‘\ wminly b "

thousands of people come through
the doors atthe weekend. It would
benice to show those people our
sportand our championship.”

Woodley said those comments
made the decision tomove
thelaunch date easier.

“When peoplelike Sebastien
Ogier and Malcolm Wilson talk
tous, welisten and welisten very
carefully,” said Woodley. “Asit
happens, we were completely of
thesamemind here.

“Wewant the publictocome
inand meet their heroes, that’s
whatthisshowisall about, and
what we're offeringin January is
anunparalleled opportunity for
rally fans to come and see their
heroesforthefirsttimein 2019.”

Aswasthecasethisyear, the
entire series, includingall drivers,
co-driversand carsin their new
liveries—as well asrepresentatives
from WRC2 and Junior World
Rally Championship-will
bepresentin Birmingham
for Saturday January 12.

WRC Promoter managing
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star cars and drivers

director Oliver Ciesla said ASI
offered the perfect placeto
launchtheseries. “Weare
delighted tolaunch the 2019 WRC
at Autosport International on
Saturday in front of the thousands
of public visitors,” hesaid. “Ahead
of whatislininguptobe another
exceptionally competitive year,
thereisno better way tolaunch
nextyear’s FIA World Rally
Championship than atthe show,
which Kkicks off the start of the
new motorsportseason. Withall
the 2019 cars, driversand team
principals atthe show, fans
will get their WRCfix ahead of
the season-opening Rallye
Monte Carlo.”

Asusual Motorsport News
will work alongside sistertitle
Autosportatthe show and MN
editor Matt Jamesislooking
forward to showcasingthe
bestthe WRC has on offer.

“It’sfantastictobeinvolvedin
this,” said James. “Comingon
theback of another very, very
strong Wales Rally GB, the news

that Britishrally fansand
Motorsport Newsreaders are
goingtohavethechanceto
cometoour showandbethe
firstin the world to see everything
that’snew-for-"19in the World
Rally Championshipreallyis
somethingspecial.

“If, for example, you'reaKris
Meekefan and youwantto see
what helookslikein Toyotakit,
you’d better go and buy a ticket
to ASI-he’llbethereinhis
new threads.”

Tickets are available for the show
from autosportinternational.com.
®Motorsport News will once
again present the British Touring
Car Championship stand at the
AutosportInternational Show.

A selection of leading cars

from the category will be on
display and top drivers will be
interviewed on a stage. Reigning
champion Colin Turkington

and 2018 runner-up Tom Ingram,
along with 2013 title winner
Andrew Jordan, are already
confirmed to attend.
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F1 ROUND-UP

Downforce gains
Formula 1 cars should lose 10 per
centdownforce when following
other cars instead of the current
30 per cent nextyear, according to
the latest predictions from the FIA.
Inthe wake of difficulties cars have
had overtaking since revised
aerodynamic rules were
introduced lastyear, teams

and the governing body agreed
araft of aerodynamic changes
for2019 to improve the situation.
A series of tweaks, including
modifications to front and rear
wings, are aimed at helping cars
follow each other more closely.
“With the current generation,

the following car loses about

30 per cent of its downforce in this
scenario,” said the FIA’s single-
seater head Nikolas Tombazis. “We
hope to reduce that by 10 per cent.”

Deletraz test

Haas will hand Formula 2 racer Louis
Deletraz his first Formula 1 runinthe
post-season testin Abu Dhabi later this
month. The 2015 champion in Formula
Renault 2.0's Northern European Cup,
and runner-up in the now-defunct
FR3.5 ayear later, Deletrazis 11thin
the standings in his second full season
in F2. The Swiss racer, son of former

F1 driver Jean-Denis, will pilot

the team’s current-spec VF-18 onthe
second day of the three-day test. “I'm
grateful to both Gene Haas and Gunther
Steiner for giving me the opportunity to
test with Haas F1 team,” he said. “It's
the perfect way to end my 2018 season,
one in which I've continued to develop
and showcase my credentials.”

Kubica to Ferrari?
Robert Kubica could take up a
development role at Ferrari next
season. The one-time grand prix
winner has not given up returning
to the F1 grid with Williams in 2019,
having missed out on a sensational
comeback thisyear, andis on the
team’s shortlist. But Williams needs
to commercialise its second seat
and, while Kubicais believed to
have access to more funding than
before, itis notenough to plug a
gap. Kubica is understood to have
had discussions over a simulator
position with Ferrari, which needs
toreplace Antonio Giovinazzi

and Daniil Kvyat because its 2018
developmentdrivers have secured
19 F1 drives with Sauber and Toro
Rosso, respectively.

Sauberimpresses
Racing Point Force Indiateam boss
Otmar Szafnauer believes Sauber has
“outdeveloped the top teams” over the
course of this season. The Swiss squad
started the year towards the very back of
the grid, with both cars slowest in China,
but now regularly qualifies in the top

10. “Idon’tknow how they had such
asteep development curve,” said
Szafnauer. “But we've got to figure that
out, because they're smart guys.lam
impressed with their development rate.”

By Adam Cooper

Red Bullis now so
confidentinthe Honda
engine thatithasseta
target of making Max
Verstappen Formula 1’s
youngest-ever world
championin2019.

Sebastian Vettel holds that
record, having secured hisfirst
title with Red Bullin2010aged
23 yearsand 134 days.

That means Verstappen,
currently 21, has until 2020
totakethehonour-butRed
Bull motorsportadvisor
Helmut Marko said there
are “noexcuses”’ nottotry
toachieveitin2019.

Heseestheteam’sformin
Mexico, where the altitude put

Renaulton apar withrivals
Mercedes and Ferrari,asa
sign of how strongthe Red
Bull chassisisandis
confident2019engine
supplier Honda is already
superior to Renault.

“We’rereallylooking
forward tonext year,” Marko
said. “Theaimistohavethe
youngest world champion.
Two years we have, but we’ll
goforitnextyear.

“Weknow the first year with
anew engine manufacturer
isnoteasy. Buttheaim,and
thegoalthatI'vetold allthe
people, isthat we haveto go
for the championship from
thebeginning. Noexcuses.”

Marko admitted that Honda
reliability could beaconcern,

Photos: LAT

REDBULL: HONDA CAN
POWERA TITLE BID

leam sets 1arget of Verstappen becoming youngest F1 champion

; - Honda could boost

buthe stressed that the high
number of engine changes
current Honda team Toro
Rossohasaccruedin2018is
related toa strategy of wanting
totestnew developments.

“It’stactical toget thebest
fornextyear,” hesaid. “Toro
Rosso aresacrificing their
seasonfornextyear.It’s
partof our conceptthat we
have with Honda.

“Thefigures are already
ahead of Renault. Buteven
soif youhave one or two starts
fromtheback, with Verstappen
there’s some excitement.

“Ontheradiohe’stalking
likehe’ssittingwith acup of
tea. The sortof information he
isaskingfor... He’sunbelievable.
Thereisnolimityet.”

' Red Bull next year

e

Red Bull team principal
Christian Horner agreed after
Verstappen’scommanding
Mexican Grand Prix win
thathisdriver cantakeon
the established title
contendersnext year.

“You’ve seen this weekend
if we’vean enginethat’s
anywherenear the ballpark of
our opponentsthen we'vegota
strongenough team and strong
enough driver packagetotake
thefighttothem,” Horner said.

“We're obviously hopeful
that Honda, with the progress
they’remaking, will put us
intothesituation that we're
moreregularly able to compete
like we are here [in Mexico]-
with the optimum downforce
and settingonthecar.”

g}

Mexicowasa‘horrible’race

Haas loses appeal
against exclusion

Haas haslostits appeal
against Romain Grosjean’s
disqualification from the
Italian Grand Prix back

in September.

The US-owned team went to
the FIA’s International Court
of Appeal to argue it was not
correct for the team to have
lost Grosjean’s sixth-place
finish for running anillegal
floor, a decision that followed
aprotest from Renault.

A technical clarification
from the FIA before the
summer break had made
the design of the floor of the
Haas in breach of regulations
that demand there mustbea
radius of 50mm at each front
corner of the reference plane.

Haas argued that, due to
the F1 summer shutdown
there was not enough time
tomake modifications toits
design before the Singapore
Grand Prix, so had wanted
special dispensation.

After ahearingin Paris
on Thursday, the FIA has
confirmed the appeal court
upheld the original stewards’
verdict, and asked the
“competent sporting authority
todraw, as appropriate, the
consequences of thisruling”.

Haas team boss Gunther
Steiner said: “We simply
move forward and look to
the final tworaces of the
year to continue to fight
on-track, earn more points,
and conclude our strongest
seasontodatein Formula1l.”

Renault’s chassis technical
director Nick Chester said:
“Technical regulations -
especially those introduced
for safety reasons —must
be observed strictly.

“We are satisfied with the
decision and I would like to
thank the court and the FTIA
for their work on this matter.”

Grosjeanlosthis sixth place

Hamilton admits to having ‘no idea’ why Mercedes has struggled in recent races

Lewis Hamilton says hisfocus
cannot slip after winning a fifth
Formula 1 titlebecause he has
“noidea” why he has struggled
in thelast two grands prix.
Hamilton won fourraces
inarow to put himself on the
brink of the championship

but Mercedes then had
problemsinthe United
States and Mexican GPs.

He clinched the crown by
finishingfourth in Mexico, the
firsttime hefailed to stand on
the podium since the Austrian
GP atthestart of July.

Hamilton said: “Istill have
work to do. I've still got to get
back tothefactory and rally
the troopstofigure out how
we can come back and win
these nextraces.

“ThavenoideawhyI
struggled somuchinthese

lasttwo and we all feel the pain
of not winning thoseraces.

“We still have the
constructors’ championship
to win, which I know will
mean even more to all the
guys back at thefactory.
Sothat’s thefocus.”
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Sauber Formula 1 driver Marcus Ericsson
will switch toIndyCarin 2019, drivingfor
Schmidt Peterson Motorsports asfull-
time team-mate to James Hinchcliffe.
Ericssonhasraced with Sauber for
the past four seasons, and should have
made 97 F1starts when he competesin
the season-closing AbuDhabi Grand
Prixlaterthismonth. Sauberis making
a completeline-up changefor 2019,
with 2007 F1 champion Kimi Raikkonen
joined by Antonio Giovinazzias
Charles Leclercmovesto Ferrariand
Ericssonisdemotedtoareserverole.

The 28-year-old Swede quickly
made clear that he wanted to combine
that F1link with afull seasonracing
elsewhere and will now join the
IndyCar grid.

“Itfeelslike a perfect step for me
and my career afterfive yearsin F1,”
said Ericsson.

“Ican’t wait to start work with SPM
and all the people in the team whichI've
heard alot of good things about. They’ve
had some great success over the years,
and I’'mlookingforward to working hard
to continue and improve on that path.”

Ericssonbelieves he can getupto
speed quickly, but there will be added
pressureduetothefactheisan F1
driver crossing over.

“Definitely there will be high
expectationsonme,” he said of his
IndyCarmove.

“I'would expect nothingelse.Icome
from almost 100racesin F1, five years
there.I've built up a big experience which
Ithink will benefit me making this step.

“Soldefinitely feel that there will
be high expectations, which is something
thatIthinkisright. And that comes

LY "mwmxmrn
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Swedé will pafther

with pressure as well, but that’s
somethingthat ’'mused to.

“Beingin F1forfive years, you always
have that big pressure on your shoulders
todeliver sothat’snothingnew.Icome

over here expecting myself to be up
there and getting toit quickly. But
Talsoknow it’s goingtoberequiring
alot of hard work from me because
everything will be new.”

SPM fielded Hinchcliffe and Robert

Wickens asitsfull-time 2018 line-up
until Wickens was seriously injured
inahorrific crash at Pocono.

"\ Hmchchffe in’l9

Penske protests rival

in Australian Supercars

Scott McLaughlin will take a
14-pointlead into the Australian
Supercarsfinale at Newcastle
after histeam’s protest of title
rival Shane van Gisbergen’s
race one win at Pukekohe

last weekend failed.

A controversial decision not to
penalise Triple Eight driver van
Gisbergen for his Holden’s wheels
spinning duringa pitstopled to
aPenske Ford protest, with
ahearingheld on Sunday
morningahead of race two.

While van Gisbergen was
immediately cleared over an
initial wheel movement when
engagingfirst gear, allowed
by theregulations, asecondary
movement asthe car came off
thejacksled toaninquiry that
went well into thenight.

The stewards stuck with their
original decision nottoimpose
apenalty on van Gisbergen.

McLaughlin went on to win the
secondracelast weekend while
Triple Eight used team orders
to promote van Gisbergen into
second. With 300 points on offer
atthelastround of the season
on November 23-25, McLaughlin
holdsanarrowlead.

Penske’s McLaughlin lead

Fc;rd dnver Harv1ck dominated

DUICK I..AP _ TE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

: Kevin Harvick secured his place
. inthe four-way fight for the NASCAR
‘ : Cup Series with victory at Texas
| : lastweekend. The Stewart-Haas
: Racingdriver beat Ryan Blaney
: despite a late restart to take the

<1 . honours. Harvick joins Joey Logano

: inthe final four, with one race — at
: Phoenix -remaining before the

: Miamifinale...European Formula 3

: frontrunner Alex Palou is a late entry

© into the Macau Grand Prix on November
: 14-18.The Spaniard was seventh in

* Euro F3 this year with Hitech, but joins

¢ crack Japanese squad B-Max Racing

: for Macau. Hitech’s line-up was filled by
: Enaam Ahmed, Charles Leong and Jake
: Hughes... Formula E has announced

: anew partnership with YouTube

: that means races will be streamed

: livein the UK for the first time from

: the opening round of the 2018/19

: season. FE previously broadcasted

: practice and qualifying sessions on
: YouTube and made full event reruns
: available on the platform, but races
: were notscreened live...

: Representatives of IndyCar have been

: invited to Australia as part of a plan to

: return the series to the Surfers Paradise
: circuit on the Gold Coast. The event has
: already been linked to NASCAR. The

: lasttime an American single-seater

: series visited the track was CART in

: 2007 having been a staple at the venue

: since 1991 when it opened the season.

Alonso and Johnson will swap Formula 1 and NASCAR in Abu Dhabi later this month

Two-time Formula 1 world champion
Fernando Alonso will swap cars with
NASCAR superstar Jimmie Johnson
atthe end of thismonth.

The car swap will take place at
Bahrain’s Sakhir circuit on
November 26, the day after the F1
season finalein Abu Dhabi.

Motorsport News haslearned the plan
ismuch more extensive than atypical

car swap which has taken place before,
including mostrecently in 2011 between F1
champion Lewis Hamilton and three-time
NASCAR Cup champion Tony Stewart at
Watkins Glen, and previously with Jeff
Gordon and Juan Pablo Montoya in 2003.
Followingthe NASCAR season finale
at Homestead, Johnson will departfor
London tospend time at McLaren’s
factory, where he will spend several

hoursusingtheteam’s F1 simulator.
Johnson, a seven-time Cup champion,
will thenjoin his Hendrick team members
in Abu Dhabi forthe F1seasonfinale.
HisNASCAR crew will be matched
with their counterpartson Alonso’steam
for a couple of days before departing for
Bahrain, where they will set up one of
Johnson’s #48 Chevrolets, which is
already beingtransported via sea freight.

Photo: LAT

Tatiana Calderon made hexr Formula 1 debutin Sauber’s
current C37 racer, and said she found the car easierto drive
than herregular GP3machine.Calderon drove the car at
the Mexico City circuitin a filming day, and said: “Insome
ways I found it easier to handle thanthe GP3 car.IhopeIcan
continue to show that there is no physical disadvantage [for
women]. Now that this day has passed, Ido not want to go
back to my GP3 car, Iwant to stay here!” Calderonis 16th

in GP3 this year with Jenzer Motorsport.
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Ladell eyeing move to

Porsche Carrera Cup

Newly-crowned Ginetta GT4 Supercup
champion Charlie Ladell is considering
amoveintothe Porsche Carrera Cup
GBnextyear after sampling the 911
GT3Cup carinlast week’s taster day
at Silverstone.

Anumber of drivershave made the
progression from the Ginetta series
tothe Carrera Cupinrecent years,
including Ladell’s fellow champions
Tom Oliphant and Tom Wrigley.

“It’s definitely an option for us,” said
former Renault UK Clio Cup driver
Ladell. “We want tomove onfrom
Supercup, so thisisthenext stepup
forusontheladder. Obviously,itall
comes down to budget really, butit
would benicetodoit.

“I couldn’t believe how different it
was. It’s such a well-built car and felt
really good going up through the
gears. It’slikenothingelse.”

Ladell was joined by Supercuprivals
Tom Roche, Jac Constable and Am
class champion Michael Crees, the
latter also saying a switch to Porsches
would be an option to considerfor 2019.

Excelr8 Motorsport will join
the British Touring Car
Championship grid next season
with two MG6 GT machines.
The Norfolk-based team, which
built the cars for the Mini Challenge
and operates several entriesin the
series, hastaken overthe TOCA
BTCC Licencesto compete and
the carsfrom AmDTuning.com.
Excelr8isassessing opportunities
with other suitable automotive

Onedriver has already signed up
forthe programme, and the team
isin talks with othersregardingthe
second car.

Teammanager Oliver Shepherd
said: “We’ve been looking towards
the BTCCforafew yearsnow and
when we got the chance to get hold
of the MG GTsit was an opportunity
that we couldn’t pass up, especially as
itfits with our ‘Great British’ theme.

“The BTCCisthehighest-profile

high-calibre teams, so we know we
will have our work cut outtolearn
abouttheracingandthenew cars.
However, we have no doubt that we
can compete atthislevel,and we're
currently working hard tofinalise
an excitingdriverline upfor 2019.
“Thisisasizeableinvestmentfor
Excelr8, and we'reacquiring all-new
specialistequipment tomake sure
we have everything we need to hit
the ground running next season.”

GT4 Supercup to return to Thruxton and Knockhill circuits during 2019 season
Rockingham starts soon to be history

The Ginetta GT4 Supercup will return to This year the Supercup skipped the since 2015. Knockhill last featuredin ’16.

= 1
Thruxton and Knockhill next year after Thruxton and Knockhill rounds while “It’safew different tracks [for the drivers] HOCklngham send-off’
not visitingthose venuesinrecentseasons. nextyearthefirstof the two Thruxton —theyhaven’tbeen to Thruxton or Knockhill
The series will continue tofeature on meetings and Snetterton don’tfeature for afew years,” explained Ginetta event reduced to one day

Rockingham’sfarewell meeting—the
lastraceeventtobeheld at the venue
beforeit closes to motorsport—hasbeen
reduced toasingle day afterreceivinga
lower than anticipated entry.

The event will now run on November
24 only, with racesfor single-seaters,
Ginettas, Caterhams, Sports/Saloons
and aone-hour enduro. Organisers are
askingfor entries sooner rather than
later for the one-off event.

“Theentries weren’t quite what
we’d hoped, or certainly not what the
expressions of interestled usto believe,

motorsport manager Ash Gallagher.
“There are three clashes between TOCA
and British GT soit’s been difficult to
sort[as GT5runs with British GT].”

onthe calendar. But as the series will
make the second trip to Thruxton in
Augustit will be the first time the
Hampshire venue hasbeenincluded

the supportbill at eight of the British
Touring Car Championship’s meetings
in 2019, with the GT5 Challenge again
takingits place at the other two.

Serieslastraced atKnockhillin2016

Jordan hopes Goodwood will aveid unpopular BTCC date clashes in 2020

overthelastfew yearsthe BTCC
drivershave stolen the show and
proven how well we can race hard
andfair. Hopefully they will realise
what they are missing and make

BTCC championsJordan,
Matt Neal, Jason Plato and more
recently Ash Sutton are all regular
competitors at Goodwood meetings.
Jordansaid: “Iam obviously

Andrew Jordan hopesthat
Goodwood “realises what they are
missing”, to ensure that the 2020
Revival and Members’ Meeting
avoid arepeat clash with the British

Touring Car Championship.

Both the April 6-7 Members’
Meeting and the September 13-15
Revival have been pushed back a
week for 2019, meaning both fall
across BTCC weekends—the
Brands Hatch season opener
and Knockhill.

Itisahoped that alater datefor
the MM will avoid another snow-
hitevent, while the Revival’s date
changeistopreventaclash with
the Italian Grand Prix.

really disappointed [about the
dates] asthe Members’ Meeting
and Revival are my two favourite
events of the year.
“Ipresumethey aretryingto
miss the MM bad weather which
isfairenough aslast year we
had dreadful conditionsforthe
spectators. That said thoughI
have qualified at Brandsforthe
BTCCopener andithasbeen
snowingsoit’sneveragiven.
“Idothinkit’sarealshameas

sureitdoesn’t clash in 2020.”

The Duke of Richmond, whois
the owner of Goodwood, added:
“Deciding on the datesfor our
motorsporteventsisalwaysa
challenge. Inevitably there will T3
sometimesbe clashes and this
Septemberisparticularly tricky
with F1fixtures and BTCCrounds.

“We’llmiss our BTCC friends
very much butlook forward
towelcoming them back to
Goodwood very soon.”

Jordanis one of the BTCC’s Goodwood regu]as

andrather than stringingit out, we
wanted to put on one bigday for
everybody,” said Michael Galjaardt—
head of salesand marketingat the
Corby circuit.

“It should still be a good party for all
and we’re hoping [once] some of the
other racesare out of the way, with the
Walter Hayes at the weekend, and we
have Race of Remembrance next
weekend, hopefully we’ll pick up some
moreentries.”

Demostration carsandrace entries are
still being accepted, via the circuit website.
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Clio International win

British drivers finished first

and second in the Clio Cup

International Final at Paul Ricard

last weekend with Jack Young

beating Max Coates to the crown.
NorthernIrishman Young,

last year’s Renault UK Clio Cup

Junior champion, hasimpressed

since switchingto senior car

racingin the middle of this term

buthad struggled to translate

his strong pace intoresults.
Butthat changed in France as he

qualified on pole and led throughout,

successfully maintaining his
advantage over UK runner-up
Coates after alate-race safety car,
caused by the other Briton in the
race, Brett Lidsey, tangling with
Frenchman David Pouget.
Younghasreceived a 280bhp
Renault Megane RS as a prize
for winning therace.
“It’samazing, Max pushed me
throughout therace, ashehad
done earlier in the weekend,”
said MRM driver Young, who
topped the 37 cars that started the
race. “Gradually, he regained
ground butI managed to pull
away as soon as the safety car was
cleared. Therefore, I only had to
manage it to the finish. It’s great
and a bit surreal, but I hope to
defend my crown next year!”
Coates said he was “both
delighted and disappointed
with thisresult” having earlier
shared the Central European
race spoils with Young.

Strong form from BritsinFrance

Young heats Coates for

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Michael Chester, Gary Hawkins
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nothingyear”.

The 2017 GT Cup champion
stepped up to the category with
aJetstream Motorsport Aston
Martin Vantage this year, and
took afirst win at Spa alongside
Maxime Martin, but wasa
magnet for bad luck and only
finished seventh in the points.

After movingto partner
defending champion Adam,
who switches from Optimum
Motorsportback tothe team
he won the 2016 title with,

Graham Davidson has targeted
the 2019 British GTtitleahead
of aswitchto TF Sportalongside
three-time champion Jonny
Adam, billingitasan “all or

Davidsonisdetermined to
make the step tochampionship
contender with Aston’snew
Vantage GTS3.
“Theaimistodoalotof
simulator work, alot of testing

forme,” Davidson told M.
“Iwantto give myself the
best possible chance-Idon’t
want toincrease the budgeta

little bit tofind out that we
wererunner-up and if T had
justputinabitmore testing
or abit more simulator time
that we might have won.
“Idon’t want toleave
anythingto chance, soIwill

and to get pole positions and win
races—it’sanall ornothing year

employ the approach that Flick
[Haigh, 2018 champion] did last
year and giveiteverythingIcan
to give me the best chance.
“T'dliketothink we're
starting on the front foot
with the strongest package.
I'mready forit, Ijust wish
the season could continue
onfromthelastone!”
® Connor O’Brien will step up
from the Ginetta GT5 Challenge
tomake his British GT debut in
GT4 with 2016 class champion
Optimum. The 18-year-old will
race one of thesquad’stwo
new Aston Martin Vantage
GT4sand join the revamped
AMR Young Driver Academy.

Davidson (1) Joins
TF with Adam

Adam ()

%

WithTF in 2016

Customers to race
new GT3 Aston

The new Aston Martin
Vantage GT3 will beraced
in customer hands for the
first time at the Gulf 12
Hoursin Abu Dhabinext
month, with three cars
respectively entered by
TF Sport, Beechdean
AMR and the Swiss
R-Motorsport squad that
will field the Aston
Martin-badged DTM
effort next year.

Jonny Adam and
Ahmad Al Harthy will
reprise the combination
thatsealed the 2017
Blancpain Endurance
Pro-Amtitle at TF Sport,
along with Aston stalwart
Darren Turner, while
Beechdean AMR patron
Andrew Howard will
share with 2016 BGT
team-mate Ross Gunn,
two-time American
Le Mans Series
champion Chris Dyson
and Emirati driver
Humaid al Masaood.

Team regular Jake
Dennis will share the
R-Motorsport car with
Marvin Kirchhofer and an
unconfirmed third driver.

The car debuted in the
VLN Endurance Series
at the Nurburgring
Nordschleife in October
with Turner and Maxime
Martin claiming pole
position and finishing
fourthin VLNS.
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Team Barrable took victory in the Fiesta 6 Hours after late safety car

Fiesta 6 Hour Endurance

race attracted some high

regular class pacesetters
last weekend, with ex-F1
drivers Tommy Byrne and

The pair teamed up
with Kevin McGarrity
and Niall McFadden in a
Murray Motorsport car,

expected to come from
team-mates Michael

Cullen, Dave Maguire,
John Denning and Rod
McGovern —all former
saloon car champions.

profile names to take on the

David Kennedy competing.

with their main opposition

Last year’s winner LOH
Motorsport was also
confident of challenging
with Vee drivers Dan Polley
and Patrick O’Dwyer
alongside former Fiesta
racer Ronan McHale.

At the end of qualifying
though, it was the local
MTR team of Lloyd
Murphy/Damien Murphy
and former team owner
Brendan Travers who
claimed pole position.
Unfortunately for them
though, they were late
leaving their garage and
the pitlane had closed,
meaning they, among

others, would have to start
therace from the pitlane.
In the closing stages, the
Barrable team of father
Michael and sons Peter
and Robert were in the
lead with the Murray
team of Cullen/Maguire/
Denning/McGovern on
the same lap, and closing.
At the final stop, with
the rain falling, Robert
Barrable took the wheel
and Murray Motorsport
responded by putting
Cullen in their car, and
fitting a new left front

tyre too.

Cullen immediately

Ex-Formula 1 drivers Tommy Byrne and David Kennedy join Fiesta 6 Hour grid
The annual Mondello Park

began to slash the gap but
Barrable responded and
when Cullen tangled with
a backmarker, the safety
car was dispatched,
followed by the chequered
flag a few laps later.

A great comeback meant
the MTR equipe took
second, just from the SPCF
team of Alan Auerbach,
Mark Meenaghan, Mark
O’Donoghue and Shane
Murphy, who were in
contention throughout.

Byrne/Kennedy/
McGarrity/McFadden
finished sixth in their
Team Bristol Mallory car.

American Legends racer and world champion Jordan 0’Brien makes UK return at Brands

Legends double world champion
Jordan O’Brien made his second
British appearance after a last-
minute offer from Matt Roach
Racingtodrive aspare carin

the UK championship finale at
Brands Hatch last weekend.

The American made a big
impact onhisfirst transatlantic
visit, recording two wins at the
Anglesey track in May. He

received theinvitation to Brands
aweek before the event and saw
the track for the first time when
hetook partin Friday testing,
later topping the times in both
qualifying sessions.

“In America Brands Hatchis
seen as one of the world’s top
tracks, soto come here and look
around at all these peopleis
pretty crazy,” he said.

Sadly the weekend didn’t live
up tohopes, asanumber of
minor problems on a car not
used for some time plagued
his efforts. Seventh place from
24th on the gridin Sunday’s
finalrace demonstrated what
might have been.

O’Brien moved into Legends
attheageof 14 and celebrated
his 20th birthday last month.

Hissightsaresetonthe
Lamborghini Supertrofeo North
Americafor2019. Headded: “I
would certainly like to spend
other weekendsracingin the
UK and elsewhere in Europe.”
O’Brien comes from Maine, but
is currently based in Las Vegas
where he works as an instructor
for an organisation which
provides exotic car experiences.

O’Brien wants UK
return

Legends
s g
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Pickupslorganiser ta?lges over Intermarque and will create'US:style sprint ‘series
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New Ginetta has been built

DATE __|CIRCUIT |
April21/22 | Brands Hatch
May 11/12 | Pembrey
June 1/2 Brands Hatch
(American SpeedFest)
June 29/30 | Thruxton
July 28 Mallory Park
Aug 10/11 | Donington Park
Aug 26 Mallory Park
Sept 7/8 Snetterton
New package to focus Sept21/22 | Croft
Nov2/3 _ |BrandsHatch Intermarque to be renamed

on entertaining racing

By Stephen Lickorish valueand it’s somethingdifferent,” said
Howard. “It will be quirky. But they don’t
runbigengines sohaven’t got the bigtop
[section]. We've got sixin build and they
will also be at the Autosport show.
“There’slots of kids and families that
gotothebigtruck eventsandIthink
these cars will appeal to these people.”
Howard alsoplansto create a special
event for the classes at Croftin September.
“Wearehopingtogointo Darlington
shopping mall and end up putting the
trucks and Super Silhouettes on show,”
hesaid.
Additionalreporting by Brian Phillips

believesit will help attract new entries
andadded: “Wewantittoberun
professionally and torace at some
bigger meetings so we havetobe
prepared totravel abitmore.”

Super Silhouettes won’t join the
Pickups at Thruxton, with Howard
describing the Hampshire circuit as
“notreally suitable for them”, but will
appear atthe otherrounds.

Howardisalsolaunchingathird series
for American-style sprintracers—and
carsfrom all three categories will be at
AutosportInternational in January.

“It’sanew concept with entertainment

will be for spaceframe chassis, front-
engined, rear-wheel drive cars. I think it
relatesitback to whatit wasin the first
place [when the series was founded off
theback of shortovalracing]. We’ve also
changed the name to Super Silhouettes
andit’snow whatit saysonthetin. By
rewritingtheregulations, we’ve ended
up bringingtheminline and they will
usethe same points system and
qualifying [format]asthetrucks.”
Richard Smith, along-standing
Intermarqueracer, along with his
brother Simon and sons Lewisand
Daniel, welcomed the change. He

British Automobile Racing Club-run
Intermarque series and will rename
ittoreflectthe category’soriginal title -
although the existingIntermarque
organisers still intend to have their
own separate series too.

“Wehad ameeting with the Intermarque
driversand they seemed on board for
it,” explained SHP founder Sonny
Howard. “Carl Boardley had anew
Ginetta outat Brands Hatch [built to
thenew series’ regulations]and he’s
got two or three others on order and
Ricky Hunn had anew Mazda RX-8.

“Wehaverewritten therulessoit

The organisers of the Pickup Truck

Racing Championship are planning

to create a mini-package of three

series to run at the popular British

Truck meetings nextyear.
Inadditiontoitssuccessful Pickup

series, SHP Engineering will alsorun

a Super Silhouettes championship

and a series for American-style

sprint cars at truck meetings, with

thefocus on providing entertaining

racingfor spectators.

SHP will take over organising the

Drivers slam “dangerous” use of a live snatch recovery during Walter Hayes Trophy

Rl od o d
I Lab ol |
Leading Formula Ford drivers situation I have ever seen one of doit, butany MSVR-administered anincident,and onthisoccasion,
and teams slammed Walter thoseused,” hesaid. “Itwasvery = championship doesn’t uselive live snatch was employed.
Hayes Trophy officials over slippery into Copse, you could snatches,no BRSCCopen-wheel  Silverstoneislicensed for
the use of atelehandlerto easily lock up on the downshift, seriesusesthem,” said Craig live snatch and all teams

conductalive snatchrecovery
duringthe second semi-final
at Silverstone on Sunday.
Scottish driver Logan Hannah'’s
car was stranded at the side of the
circuitafter contact with Stephane
Lemeret before the first corner.
The clerk of the course deployed
thetelehandler toretrieve the
carunder yellow flag conditions,
with the processtakinga
number of laps to complete.
Three-time Walter Hayes
Trophy winner Joey Foster
was unhappy with the decision.
“It wasthe most dangerous

even when you’renot pushing.
“A safety car would have
been absolutely finein those
conditions. They have to
understand thatitcan’t
happen. If a car is off two-thirds
of the way around Luffield,
rightin the gravel at the back,
fairenough. Butnot when
you are approachingat 120mph,
withmarshals andthe snatch
vehiclejust off thetrack.”
Hannah’s Graham Brunton
Racing team was also unhappy
with how theincident was
handled. “Thetrackislicensed to

Brunton. “Here we’re toldit’sa
trophy event [and they’re
allowed]. A group of us spoketo
the clerk of the course and he said
hewould takeit tothe stewards.”

Theremainder of the event
passed without the need for
furtherlive snatchesin
exposed positions.

A spokespersonforthe
organising Historic Sports Car
Clubsaid: “The clerksin
conjunction with the circuit
safety team will ultimately
decide whatisthemost
appropriate way to deal with

were briefed this would bein
operation. Weasaclub will use
live snatch whereitislicensed.
“The stewards and the clerks of
the courseatthisrace meeting
confirmed that the safety team
conducted therecovery promptly
and efficiently within the licence
requirements. Overall the event
produced excellentracing with
only oneracebeinghalted by a
redflagacross17races. Our
thanks gotoallmarshals,
officials and competitors, for
their assistance throughout the
event, for achievingthatresult.”

Fenton eyes full
National campaign

Irish Supercars winner
Cameron Fentonistargeting
acampaignin the British
Racingand Sports Car Club’s
National Formula Ford 1600
Championship aftermaking
his Walter Hayes Trophy
debutlast weekend.

The 2017 Ginetta Junior
Ireland runner-upreceived a
late call to compete in the Hayes
in Niall Murray’sregular Van
Diemen RF99, with the 2016
Hayes winner busy with the
Mondello Park Fiestarace.

Fentonisacontenderforthe
Sexton Trophy prize in Ireland
—with the winnerreceiving
50,000 euros (£43,787). Should

Photo: Rachel Bourne

Irish Supercars ace Fentonraced Murray’s car in the W

he win the prize, Fenton
would putittowardsa
seasonin National FF1600.
“Igotaphone calllast week
saying would I wanttorace,”
hesaid. “Thursday testing
was wet soreally it [Saturday]
ismyseconddayandIthinkI
did well. Thisis completely
different to Irish supercars!
“If Igetthat £50,000I want to

HT

doafull seasonnext year with
Team Dolan, and that money
would [help] makeit [happen].
Fenton had previously
contested a couple of FF1600
racesin NorthernIreland but
wasdelighted tofinish sixthin

”

hisheatand was 17th in thefinal.

“Thatfeelslikeawinasit’s
my first Walter Hayes Trophy,”
headded.

Tom Brown competed in two
different carsintheWalter
HayesTrophy at Silverstone,
eitherside ofahospital visit
necessitated byrolling his
VanDiemen RF79 on the final
lap of hisheat at Becketts, after
clashing with Paul Mason’s
Swift SC94. Brown was taken
toNorthampton General
Hospital, but was discharged
with onlybruisingto his knee.
He gotback outinto the
SundayProgressionracein
his father Dave’s second cazr,
aVanDiemenRF91,and
finished eighth.He retired
from the Last Chance contest
afterdamaged wing mirrors
left him with no visibility.
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HISTORICS

MATTEO

FERRER-AZA

Historic F1 newcomer

Bge: 23 Lives: Lausanne,
Switzerland

He started in junior
single-seaters

“I started off with the Intersteps
single-seater category in

the UK and then moved on to
BARC Formula Renault and did
two years of that. At that stage
Iwas living in England as | was
born and bred here, in London
and then Suffolk. Soitis ahome
away from home. When I was
15 or 16 | did a day of karting at
Buckmore Park and caught the
bug. | did Renault in Europe and
some Formula 3 testing and that
was about as high as it went.”

He was attracted

to historics

“Whenever we went to
Donington Park for open testing
I used to go on the pitwall and
watch the old F1 cars. They

had to drag me away to get

into my car for the next session
because | was so taken by
these old cars. | developed a
passion for the history of the
sport and my manager Peter
Collins wasin F1 in that period.”

He decided to make
the switch

‘lwanted to giveitagoin the
modern side of the sport but
gotabit sick of itand in the end
I didn’t enjoy it. | wanted to try
my hand at historic racing

so | decided to try and find
something to drive, which is
hard if you are unproven and not
known in the historic scene.”

He tried some GT cars
“I drove a 1969 Alfa Giulia
Sprint at a trackday in France
and then a Shelby GT350
Mustang, which was my first
taste of driving historic cars.
I'd tried a round of the Porsche
Supercup, but didn't like it.

As I'd enjoyed driving tin-top
historics, | wondered how the
single-seaters would be.”

Historic Il beckoned
“l wanted to race in Historic
F1 and looked for a car for my
family to buy as an investment
and we were very lucky to find
the Ligier JS11 at the beginning
ofthe year. lwentto seeitin
Paris with Rob Hall and it was
love at first sight. It is unlike
anything else anditis a dream
come true. The plan for this
year was to see how it goes
and get the car set up. Next
year, hopefully, we'llhave a
proper crack at it.”

Ferrer-Aza is a Ligier fan

. ByPaul Lawrence
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arrivedin the UK for the 1969

The 50th anniversary
of Formula 5000 will be
celebrated in afeature
display at Autosport
International atthe
NEC Birminghamon
January 10-13.

The Historic Sports Car Club
will honourthe spectacular
single-seater category with a
six-car display of the mighty
five-litre monsters, which

season. CarsfromLola,
McLaren, Surtees, Gurney
and McRae will be on show from
the club’s Derek Bell Trophy
race series and former F5000
drivers will be invited to attend
onthe Friday of the show.
Based onthe US Formula A
class, Formula 5000 was
introduced to the UK by
John Webb from Brands
Hatch and theinaugural
raceat Oulton Park over the

Easter weekend in 1969 was
won by Peter Gethinina
McLaren M10.

Atitspeakintheearly
1970s, Formula 5000 was
activein America, Canada,
New Zealand, Australia
and Europe.

The HSCC display will include
anex-Mike Hailwood 1971
Surtees T'S8 and the 1970
McLaren M10B raced by Gethin
for Sid Taylor’s team. The 1969
ex-Horst Kroll Lola T142 will
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‘Thurston won the

Pre-’82 finale’

Walter Hayes report, p26
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Lola will be on show

represent the early cars, while
the 1975 Lola T400, now raced
successfully by Michael Lyons
inthe Derek Bell Trophy, isone
of the ultimate F5000 designs.
Grahame White, boss of the
HSCC, said: “Formula 5000
played host to so many iconic
names that werecognise to
thisday. It was a category
which cametothe UK in
1969 and thrilled fans with
some extraordinary works of
engineering and raw power.”
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Porsche 356 leads entry

Croshy and Pullan look to land back-to-back Rally of the Tests wins

Former Formula 3000 team
manager Paul Crosby and
co-driver Andy Pullan will bid
torepeat their 2017 victory on

" theRally of the Tests when this

year’srally startsin Harrogate
on Thursday evening.

The Porsche 356 of Crosby and
Pullanis amonga 90-car entry for
one of the toughest UK classic

rallies as the route runs from
Harrogate to Bristol viamid-Wales.

Crosby worked for March
Engineering, Dave Price and
Eddie Jordanin F3000in the
late 1980s and early 1990s.

After Thursday evening’s
prologuein Yorkshire, crews face
threelong days before the Sunday
afternoon finish in Bristol. The

routetakesin30special testsand 17
regularity sectionsin an event that
recreatesthe RAC Rallies of the
1950s. The overnight halts will be
at Sutton Coldfield on Friday and
Newporton Saturday. Entries
feature carsuptothe early 1980s,
but the main awards are for pre 68
cars. Spectator informationis
available atheroevents.eu.

Harris and Suter make Mini history in Corsica

Northampton accountant Phil
Harrisand co-driver Richard
Suterrecently took their Mini
Cooper tosuccess onthe four-day
Tour de Corse Historique by
winningthe Index of Performance.
Harris and Suterfinished
40th overall and second in their
category. “My first aim was to get
totheend of day one,asin1967the
three BMC factory Minis did not

getthatfar,” said Harris.

The 500-mileroute tackled
Corsica’snarrow, twistingroads
over highmountainrangesin
rapidly changing weather.

“Not only were we the only
British crew on therally,” said
Harris, “but we were alsoin
the oldest car with the smallest
engine, and it was our first
time in Corsica!”

One-make Porsche series expanded for 19

The one-make series for two-
litre pre ’66 Porsche 911s
from the French-based Peter
Auto organisation will be
expanded in 2018 following
the success of this year’s
inaugural series.

A number of British teams
and drivers supported the
new concept and grid levels
ranging from 26 to 36 cars

have prompted Peter

Auto to develop the

2.0L Cup for 2019. “Boosted

by its success, the 2.0L

Cup will be part of all six

meetings organised by Peter

Auto,” said a spokesman.
The season will start at

Barcelona on April 5-7 for

the annual Espiritude

Montjuic historic festival.

Clare heats the hordes in the Vintage Sports-Car Club’s speed championship

Gary Clare, competingin the
one-off Grannie Special from
1928, has been confirmed
as overall winner of the
Vintage Sports-Car Club’s
hugely successful
speed championship.

Across aseason of sprints
and hillclimbs, Clare scored

in eight of the nine rounds
and was aclear
champion.
He capped his
campaign with the
best vintage time
at Loton Park
in September.

Jo Blakeney-

GETTING TO GRIPS WITH A NEW EI.ECTRIC RACER > > JPAGE 24

Edwards, wife of prolific
historicracer
Patrick, finished
overall runner-

champion David

Furnell (1930 Austin 7)
completed the top three.
Peter Batty (Frazer Nash)
won the Young Driver
Award for those under
30 and James T Roberts
(1917 Vauxhall 30-98) won
the Novice Award in his first
season of competition.

Irish crew’s success
Irish crew Ray Cunningham and
Jared Gill sealed the HRCR Old
Stager Championship and the
Mini Sport Cup Challenge on the
recentfinal round, the Cheviot
Stages over the Otterburnranges.
The eventwas marred by a serious
accident for Mini crew lan Clare
and Antony Elkes who were both
hospitalised with back injuries.
They were taken to Newcastle for
treatment and later reported to

be making good progress.

Himalayan woe
Landslides, closed roads and biblical
storms hit the inaugural Himalayan
Challenge from the Endurance Rally
Association, which was one of the first
classicralliestoruninIndia. From 40
classic and vintage crews, Michael
Velasco and Peter St George took
victory on the 21-day event in their
1971 Mercedes-Benz 280S.The
event finished in the shadows of the
TajMahalin Agra.

Enduro voyage

French promoter Peter Auto will
break new ground by fielding

one of its categories in the Middle
East later this month. The Sixties
Endurance grid will join the
programme at the Bahrain GT
Festival (November 30-December
1) to race alongside modern GT
grids from the SRO Motorsports
Group. A grid of period sports and
GT cars will contesttwo raceson
the Sakhir circuitin the Bahrain
Classic Challenge.

Boucles boggles
The Legends Boucles of Bastogne,
the biggest Belgian historic rally of the
season, will feature anew category
in 2019 for cars built up to the end of
1990. The Super Legends category
on the February 2/3 event will be for
period correct two-wheel drive cars
including the BMW M3, Ford Sierra
RS Cosworth, Opel Kadett and
Peugeot 205. Four-wheel-drive cars
will not be permitted.

Arxctic party

Twenty years after the first Arctic
Circle Classic Rally, the second
edition will be held in June 2020.
The 4300-mile route will startin
the Netherlands and finish just
north of Oslo, taking in the Baltic
States and Scandinavia. The
Arctic Circle 2020 (June 12-29,
2020) will only be open to vintage
cars produced before the end

of 1949 and classics from before
the end of 1967.

Stage masters

Welsh crew Ken Davies and Alan
Jones were crowned overall winners
ofthe HRCR Stage Masters
Challenge after the cancellation of
the planned final round, the Wyedean
Rally. They used a Volvo Amazon
and a Lotus Cortinaduring abusy
13-rally season and willnow end

the year by contesting the Silver
Fern Rallyin New Zealandina

Ford Escort Mk2.

Davies and Jones won title
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Craig Breen was the
last Circuit winner

-

ByDavid Evans

A potential Circuit of Ireland return
moved a step closer after event
organiser Bobby Willis was joined
by government officials on a ‘fact-
finding’ mission to Rally of Spain.

North Antrim Member of Parliament
Ian Paisley and two representatives
from Tourism Northern Ireland were
in Spain with Circuit of Ireland event
director Willis.

Willis told Motorsport News his
priority remainstoreturnthe Circuit
of Ireland tothe international
rally calendar.

Willis said: “Tworepresentatives
from the event’s side of Tourism
Northern Ireland came for a site visit
toseethe potential of amotorsport
event. I know thisrally very well and
itcan befascinating for peopleof a
non-motorsportbackground to come
and see what happens with amajor
eventlikethis.

“The Circuithasn’trunforthelast
twoyearsandit’snot goingto happen
next year, but we’re targeting 2020 to
bringtheeventback.”

Willis’ presence in Salou sparked

speculation of a possible WRC round
in NorthernIreland.

Asked about WRC ambitions, Willis
said: “I’venever denied that my ultimate
ambition would be to get the Circuit to
the highestlevel of world rallying—that
would be an incredible achievement for
theteamandit’salevel at whichIthink
our event would sit comfortably. But
we’re talking to the European Rally
Championship, we're talkingtolots
of peoplerightnow, but, likeI'said,
collectively we're working towards
getting the Circuit of Ireland back
onthecalendar.”

Britain’sround of the WRC, Wales
Rally GB, will return to Walesfor the
20th season in succession next year,
but MSA chairman David Richardshas
admitted the event could rotate from
region-to-region from 2020 onwards.

Richardssaid: “They’re [the Welsh
Government] willing to supportRally
GBfor another three years, butthey
alsoseethatif the eventhastoexpand
and gotootherregionsof the UK as
partof that process, they're willingto
supportthataswell-solongas we’re
willingtocomeback again.It’sa
win-win for everybody.”

It’sthrough such an agreement that
themove to Northern Ireland could be
onthecards.

Democratic Unionist Party member
Paisley accompanied Willisin Spain as
chairman of the NorthernIreland’s
Motorsport Task Force.

Willissaid: “It’s greattohavelanin
Spaintoseeaneventrunningatthis
level. The Task Forceis key to the future
of motorsportin our partof the world
andhavinglan onside with thatisvitalin
areas such as developing the volunteer
base andrealising the economicimpact
and value of motorsportintheprovince.

“Whenyou’reout here ona WRCround
like this, it becomes obvious how much
work goesinfromthe marshals and
organisers—forIantoseethisfirst-hand
isinvaluable.”

Theevent also gave Paisley aninsight
intowhata WRCround could mean to
NorthernIreland.

“I’dlovetobeabletosay we can get it
to NorthernIreland,” said Paisley.
“That’sone of thereasons why I'm here
this week, tolook at the potential for a big
motorsporteventlike this. And dowe
have the hunger and the capacity totake
onsomethinglike this? Thisis Formulal

=
?imm ters,

standard and thisis Formula1forthe
working man andit’s [about] trying
tomake sure we could cope with this.
Ithink we could andIthink we’d doit
brilliantly, but obviously it costs money
and Bobby hastopersuadethe
government [of the benefits].

“Thepotential return oninvestment
isgood and that’sapositive. If Bobby
cansellthat to the boffins calculating
the numbers then maybe we can
getthem tolook favourably onthe
possibility of gettinga WRC round to
NorthernIreland. That’s a conclusion
Bobby, histeam and, I'm sure, all
motorsportfanslike mein Northern
Ireland would love to get to.”

Paisley also paid tribute to Willis’
hard work and dedication toreturn
the Circuit of Ireland toformer glories
and possibly beyond. “Thisman’sa
rock star,” he said. “Theintellectual
property and knowledge he bringsis
afantasticassetandIthink we’d be
mad if wedon’t capitalise on that
soonerratherthanlater.”

The WRChasbeen seentwicein the
NorthernIrishlanes when a cross-
border Rally Ireland ran out of Sligo
in 2007 and 2009.
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ltverpool City chlefs
visit Rally Spain too

The Northern Irish delegation :I
wasn’t the only region visiting
Rally of Spain last month —
Liverpool was alsorepresented.

MNunderstands Liverpool
is the favoured option for the
startand Thursday night
superspecial at next year’s
Wales Rally GB.

A member of Liverpool council
flew out to Spain on Thursday to
visit the Salou service park and
Barcelona superspecial stage.
Neither the council or Rally GB
had any comment tomake on
the visit, but MIN’s sources
have confirmed the trip was
asuccessful one.

Liverpoolisno stranger to
closingroads for motorsport
events with the Red Bull Drift
Shifters runningin the city
centrein August. Theroute
for a city-centre superspecial
would be expected torun along
asimilar, high-profileroute
in and around the docks.
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Loeb will -
tackle Dakar K-

‘Pryce wants to
topple Rovanpera’

Welshman’s big plans, pl4

Inspired by his Rally of Spain
victory, Sebastien Loeb has
decided totake another shotat
amaiden Dakar win next year.
Earlier this year, following
Peugeot’s withdrawal from its
Dakar programme, Loeb told
Motorsport Newshe couldn’t
imagine himself returning
tothe South American
marathon. Now, however,
fresh from a 79th World Rally
Championship win, he’sback
and chasing victory in Peru
inaprivately-run PH Sport
Peugeot 3008 DKR.
Inhiseffortstobecomethe
firstnon-factory driverto

win Dakar since Jean-Louis
Schlesserin 2000, Loeb will
facethefullforce of X-raid’s
Mini-based squad-ateam

2 whichincludesthreeof his

former Peugeot colleagues,
Carlos Sainz, Stephane
Peterhansel and Cyril Despres.
“Throughout my careerI’ve
always been consideredtobea
favourite,” said Loeb. “While
I’'mobviously motivated

by winning, havingfunis
importanttoo, sotaking part
inthe 2019 Dakar with Daniel
[Elena, co-driver], as private

AIDAKARRET

itago:alittle bitlike my three

where success was far from
being guaranteed.”

January 6-17 event means
Loebwon’tbeabletodrive the
latest wider-track DKR Maxi
heused thisseason. Instead,
hewilldrivethe2017-speccar |
heusedtofinish secondon

last year’s Dakar. Because of
hislate decision to committo

the event, hehasmissed the
traditional warm-uprallies

outsiders,isafantastic
challenge. I'mready to give

WRC appearances this year,

Aregulation changeforthe

and will complete hisown

privatetest next month. Much

of that time will be focused
on getting the best out of

himself, Elenaandthecarin
the dunes. More than 70 per

cent of January’srouteruns

through the Peruvian dunes.

“Tonlymadethedecisionto
gotoDakaragain atthelast

minute, but 'm still hungry
forthewin,” said Loeb.

“We're probably lacking
some preparation butIdidn’t

forgeteverythingIlearned

overthelastthree years.It’s
goingtobeanadventure.”

Thumbs up for Japan after candidate event

Japan’sfuturein the World
Rally Championshiplooks
securefollowing the successful
running of the Shinshiro Rally
candidate round last weekend.
The two-day eventincluded
15all-asphalt stages, three of
which were superspecials
through Shinshiro Park.
FIA safety delegate Michele
Mouton attended along with
manufacturer representatives
and WRC Promoter’s Oliver
Ciesla. Rally Japan had been

widely expected toreturntothe

WRC calendar next season, but
thathasnow been putback
toalikely 2020 date.

Cieslasaid: “Froma
promotional point of view,

thisrally met our expectations.
Obviously, we can’t speak for the
FIA, butthe sporting challenge
from thisrally was very good.”
Cieslasaid the appetite for
the World Rally Championship
remainsas strongas ever,
despitethefactthe series
hasn’tvisited since afinal visit
to Hokkaido for the Sapporo-
based 2010 event.
“Thefanbaseis very, very
strong,” said Ciesla, after more
than 50,000 turned out for the
Shinshiro Rally. “This willbe a
rally for thefans. The organisers
will view next year asa warm-up
year [for a proposed calendar
returnin2020]. It’salready a
greatachievementto have

The campaign
gathers pace

brought thisrally back and now
we have to wait one more yearto
comeback toJapan.”

Neither Saturday nor Sunday
rantofull WRClength, but the
stagesused were some of those

which would be intended for the
nation’sfirst WRC round held on
themain island of Honshu. The
routefor the WRC counter would
run close to Mount Fujibetween
Tokyo, Yokohama and Nagoya.

Toyota to boost Katsuta’s experience

Toyotahas confirmed a
‘massive programme’ of
testingforrising Japanese
rally star Takamoto Katsuta.
The 25-year-old and his
countryman Hiroki Arai
have been part of the Toyota
GazooRacingRally Challenge
Programmeforthelasttwo
years—but only Katsuta will
move forward tothe next
level phase of the scheme.
Katsuta, who took his
maiden WRC2 win on Rally
Sweden this season, will
continue todrive atthatlevel,
usinga Ford Fiesta R5 (Toyota
doesn’thaveanR5car), butas
well as thathe hasbeen linked
tooutingsina Yaris WRC.
Hetested a Yaris WRC for
thefirsttime after Rally
Finland in the summer.
TGR team principal Tommi
Makinen confirmed his plan

for Katsutato MN, saying:
“Wehaveaplan to give him
some testingin a World Rally
Car.Iwouldlike to seeif we
canorganise him amassive
programme from the beginning
of theseason and organisea
testdrivefor himin [the Yaris]
WRC. We would like to see him
behind the wheel.”

The original plan wasfor
Katsutatorunafourth Yaris
WRC at Rally Japan, but
when the Honshu-based
eventfailed tomakethe 2019
calendar, the team was forced
intoarethink.

“It would have been good
tohavehad himinthecarin
Japan,” said Makinen. “It
would have been a good story.
Now we want to coach him,
give him lots of supportand
advicethen welook again at
what’sgoingon.”

Kovalainen suffers
car woe on Shinshiro

Juho Hanninen and Heikki
Kovalainen were the
highest profile drivers
atlast weekend’s Shinshiro
Rally in Japan.

Toyota Gazoo Racing driver
Hanninen was present in
Japan to drive the Yaris WRC
on demonstration runs, while
former Formula 1 driver
Kovalainen was competing
in a Toyota GT86.

Kovalainen’s event went
awry when his car suffered
gearbox problems. The Super
GT driver said on social
media: “Gearbox went on
the third stage and we had to
retire for the day. Lost fourth
gear first then subsequently
all the others. Felt good but
the times weren’t good on the
first two stages, bit puzzled
there. Anyway, it’s so much
fun to be driving arally car
for achange.”

Kovalainen’s rally went south

Hanninen’s presence came
asno surprise given Toyota’s
support for the event and
Japan’s potential return to
the world championship.

While overshadowed by the
presence of WRC officials, the
Shinshiro Rally was also the
final round of the Japanese
Rally Championship and the
event was won by local hero
and former Subaru factory
driver Toshi Araiin an
Impreza WRX.
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“Who will be
unveiled at the
Autosport Show?’;

don’t often tell you what to do,
but I’m going to do that today.
Go and buy a ticket for Autosport
International and make sure it’s
for Saturday January 12 (other
days are available and will, of
course, be epic — but that day will be
double-time epic, if not better).

Don'’t waste time. Don’t delay. In fact, put MN
down (I don't say that very often, either) and go
and do it now.

Done it? Good. Now you canrelax, safe in the
knowledge that you're going to be among the
first people in the world to see the new livery for
M-Sport, Hyundai, Toyota and Citroen’s 2019
World Rally Cars together and in the flesh
before anybody else in the whole wide world.
And, on top of that, you'll be the first to hear
Sebastien Ogier talking about why he went
back to Citroen and what he expects from his
second stint as part of the Parisian workforce.

Next year’s World Rally Championship
launch at Autosport International is going to
be something special. This year's was great,
but there was frustration from everybody
involved that so many of you missed out on
it. Not next time.

So who will be announced where, and what'’s
going on with Hyundai? Last | heard, Dani
Sordo’s deal was done and he was on the verge
of being announced for seven rallies next
season, with Hayden Paddon bound to drive
the 120 Coupe WRC on the other events.

Then it went all quiet. Hayden had nothing
to say. And no news. As of earlier this week,
there was no definite plan for an announcement
from the German-based squad. I'll keep
digging and come back to you on that one.

In the red corner, there's more and more
talk that Sebastien Loeb’s Spanish win will
be enough to keep Citroen running three cars
next year — and possibly even a fourth if Sheikh
Khalid Al Qassimi brings Abu Dhabi back to the
table again. If that happens, Loeb is reckoned
near certain to be in the C3 WRC for five or six
rounds, with Craig Breen taking the controls for
the rest of the rallies.

Such a move would surely secure Elfyn
Evans at M-Sport alongside Teemu Suninen
for another season. And that would be that.
Finally, the driver (and co-driver, we shouldn't
forget their part in all this) line-up would be
done and sorted for 2019.

Do any of us really believe that's the end of it?
Not a chance. Just like this thrilling season of
world championship rallying we're enjoying,
there’s plenty more mileage in the who goes
where story yet.

Just before | go, huge congratulations to
Osian Pryce for his second place at Saturday’s
Rally Ciudad de Granada in Spain. The
Welshman has succeeded in reawakening the
world to R4 rallying. There’s half a chance the
former BRC frontrunner could do a bit more of
that in the future, but for now it’ll be fascinating
to see if this apparently already forgotten
formula can ever take off.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Meeke halted on
tragic Condroz Rally

KrisMeeke’sreturnto
competitiverallyingended
prematurely whentheengine
on his Skoda Fabia R5failed at
last weekend’s Condroz Rally.

The Northern Irishmanretired
fromthird place after the car,
run by Italian team Metior, hit
problems on thefifth stage.

The event was won by Meeke’s
former Citroen team-mate
Stephane Lefebvre. The 26-year-
old Belgian movedintothelead on
SS2 and keptthe C3R5 outfrontto
giveitits highest profile win yet.

Likemany, Meeke’s thoughts
were elsewhere followingan
accidentinvolvingthe Skoda
of Steve Matterne and co-driver
Rik Vanlessen.

Vanlessen died intheaccident,
butitremainsunclear whether
he waskilled intheimpact or
suffered aheartattack. Matterne
was hospitalised with non-life-
threateninginjuries.

Meeke’s Facebook pageread:
“Wealllove motorsportand

rallying because of how excitingit

is—forthedriversandnavigators
inthecars, for the team members
who work sohardtokeep the cars
going, and for thefans who watch
theaction. Butit’sdangerousand
sometimesitremindsus of that.

“Today, sadly, was one of those
occasions.Iwanttosend my
condolencestoRik Vanlessen’s
family and friends.”
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Al-Attiyah rewrites

the record hooks

Nasser Al-Attiyah became
the most successful driver
in the history of the Middle
East Rally Championship
with a 12-minute win on
last weekend’s Kuwait
International event.

The Qataridriver’s 14th
MERC title came at the wheel
of a Ford Fiesta R5 prepared
and run by British firm
Autotek. Al-Attiyah’s latest
championship win moves
him past Mohammed bin
Sulayem, who won 13 titles -
his 14th came in 1989 when
only half the rallies were
held due to the Gulf War.
The FIA declared 66 per
cent of rallies must run for
atitle to be awarded.

Despite his result, the
47-year-old Al-Attiyah has
no intention of stopping.
Hesaid: “This a fantastic
result for me and the whole
team after another excellent
season. To break the long-
standing record is very
satisfying. There have been
many memories along the
way and many battles with
some great drivers. Now we
canlook to the future and
pushing ahead with more
records of our own.”

Al-Attiyah’s win was his
seventh in Kuwait and his
69th in the MERC.

Pryce was second
on his R4 outing

——

PRYGE: R
ISMY MOTIVATION

Brit targets Finn’s successful impact as a benchmark for 2019 WRC2

By David Evans

Welshman Osian Pryce has set
his sights on toppling Kalle
Rovanpera as away backinto
the World Rally Championship.
Former Drive DMACK Cup winner
Prycehasmissed much of this season due
toalack of sponsorship, butis working
onafour-round WRC2returntargeting
the 18-year-old Finn next season.
Prycereturned tointernational
rallying with a sensational second place
onthe Spanish gravel event Rally Ciudad

de Granada. Givingthe Toyota Etios R4
itscompetitive debut, Pryce and co-driver
Dale Furniss won three stages on their
way tosecond place. Much as Pryce
appreciated the runin Spanish team
ASM’sR4 car, hissightsremain higher.
“We've gottotarget Kalle,” Pryce
told Motorsport News. “He’s the guy
thateverybody’s talking about, he’s
thedriver every team wants, soif we
can getpasthimthenthat’s goingto
help getusback up there.
“Tom [Cave] showed it’s possible to get
neartohimon Rally GB this year, sowe’re

lookingat four rallies where we’ve been
before tosee what we cando. Kalle’sa
younglad, buthe’s got alot of experience
and he’sspendingalot of time driving
acar-he’sbecomethe benchmark and
that’s why we’ve got to get out thereand
trytobeathim.”

Pryceisputtingtogether a WRC2
programmeincluding Portugal,
Germany, Spainand GB.

Prycehasonly started four WRC rounds
inanR5 car, but hassettimesclosetoor
atthefront of the WRC2 pack oneach
occasion. Two of hisoutings cameinan
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M-Sport-run Fiesta R5 courtesy
of winning the DM ACK series.
The 25-year-old is keen to retain
those M-Sportlinks.

“M-Sport has beenreally good to
me and I want to work with them going
forward,” hesaid. “Atthe same time, I
want tokeep the good Ford links with
[sponsor] Hills Ford. Having said that,
if aSkoda’s comingin alot cheaper for
thefourralliesthenI’d be madnot to
considerit—thepriority right nowis
togetbackintothe WRC and get
peopletalkingaboutusagain.”

Simpson tempted by
more European outings

A successful outing onlast weekend’s
CondrozRally could be enough to tempt
former British Rally Championship
frontrunner Neil Simpson back to
rallyingnext season.

Absent for two years, Simpson guided
the Toksport Skoda Fabia R5 driven by
ChrisIngram on Rally GBto 13th place
in Belgium.

“I'm chuffed with the result,” Simpson
said. “Ittook me a couple of stagesto
getbackinto; it takes time to get the
confidence, but we got there. Ilove this
rally. Youfeel privileged to come and
drive theseroads and competeon a
rally with enthusiastic organisers
and somany fans making you feel

Simpsonwas 13thinthe SkodaFabia

sowelcome. The stages were muddy in
placesand every corner was a judgement
call on how much we wanted torisk.”
Simpson returned torallyingin 2014
after a13-year absence. Now after two
more years away he’sthinking about
anotherreturn. “I’dlovetodomore,”
hesaid. “It’s just time and being so
busy with work, but I'm going to think
aboutitandlook atnextseason.”

M-Sport offers chance

to own some WRC history

M-Sportis selling off its fleet of
Volvorecce cars, offering fans arare
opportunity to buy sensibly priced
cars driven by some of the sport’s
biggest names.

The defending World Rally
champion team is overhaulingits
fleet of recce cars, meaning the
Volvos -some of which have been in
service since 2004 -are being made
available to the general public.

Deputy team principal Rich Millener
told MN: “Theresponse has been
amazing, we’ve sold a few of them
already. As you can imagine, they’re
in various states, but all people want
toknow is who’s driven them.

“We’ve got cars driven by Colin
[McRae], Carlos [Sainz], Marcus

M-Sporthas someVol

L ]
vos to offload...

[Gronholm], basically most of the
sport’s biggest stars have been through
M-Sport and they’ve been in these
Volvos. Ithink most of them are going
to collectors, but afew are going to be
doing some morerecces in the future.
It’s achance to buy areal piece of the
sport’s history.”

Anybody interested in one of the
cars should contact Neil Robinson
on 01900 828388.
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‘Higqgins seals first
British Rallycross title’

Silverstone BRX, p29

Photos: William Neill, Lightning House, Martin Walsh

Kirkistown Rally

Prestone Motorsport News Junior British aXEd due Iﬂw entry
Rally Championship frontrunner William Mid Antrim Motor Club
Creighton has confirmed hehasno plansto abandoned planstohold the
switch classes after makinghis R5debut on Kirkistown Stages Rally last

the Tyrone Stages Rally earlier thismonth. weekend following a poor

Creighton was given the opportunity to

drive a Citroen DS3R5 on the sealed surface

eventafter comingtoan agreement with

the car’sowners—David Greer Motorsport —

and Raceand Rally.

The former UK YoungRally Driver of the

Yearrecorded a string of top three stage
timesinthe dry tofinish second overall,
despite havinghad limited seat timeinthe
French car beforehand.

“Igot asked if Iwould like todrive the car,
Isaid yes,and DGM and Race and Rally put

L
)

TICKS WITHR2

response from competitors.

Atacostof £185, 13 crews put
theirnames down for the single
venue event which would have
consisted of six stagestotalling
20 competitive miles.

Those who entered included
Kilrea’s Brian McCloskeyina
Ford Fiesta R5+, Gareth Sayers
ina S8-specification Subaru
Impreza World Rally Car, and
Dominic McNeill ina Ford

the whole thing together for me,” he told Fiesta World Rally Car.
Motorsport News. “Atthe minuteitis purely Inashortstatement, Mid
aone-off forme. WhatIfound interesting Antrim Motor Club said:

wasthesimilarities that exist between the

Peugeot R21drive and the R5 car. The main
differences are obviously the speed, the grip

and power. It’sabeast!
“The chance tocompeteinan R5and get

some experience of whatthey arelike wasa
good onebutitwasabitforfunattheendof
ahard seasonin the British Championship.’

Creighton confirmed thathe will return
to the Junior British Rally Championship

in 2019. This year he was adistant fourth to

eventual winner Steve Rokland, with his

Ypres crash not helping. He had moved into

thelead of the R2field before goingintoa
ditch with thefinish linein sight.

“TheplanistodoanotherseasoninanR2

carintheJBRC,” hesaid. “After what we

achievedin 2017, this year wasn’tgreat. The

cancellation of tworounds didn’t domuch
for our cause this year, either. Once we get

the budget together, we will try and win it.”

Charity co-driving for rally ace Chris Evans at Oulton

Hamilton nominated for
Billy Coleman Award

Michael Hamilton has earned a

Austin MacHale bhack in a Ford Escort after 37 years for Carrick Rally Sprint

Five-time Irish Tarmac Rally
champion Austin MacHale
was back behind the wheel

Carrick on Suir Winter Rally
Sprint, MacHale won Class 3.
The event, which attracted

and Aaron, were also

competing-double driving

Aaron’s Citroen DS3R5—

Mitsubishi Lancer E10, took
astart-to-finish victory.
He was11.7secondsin

“Unfortunately, wehad tothe take
thedecisionto cancel therally
duetoaseverelack of entries.

“Thanksto everyone whomade
the efforttoput theirentryin, and
thankstothe army of volunteers
who gave their time to organise
therally, and who committed
theirtimetohelpusset-upand
runtherally ontheday.”

With 2018 being Mid Antrim
Motor Club’s opt-out year from
the Northern Ireland Rally
Championship, asingle-venue
event was thoughttorepresent
better value toteams and cost the
clublessfinancially. However,
theentrylevel did not support
thattheory.

Consultation soon
for closed roads

The Motor Sports Association
and Scottish Motor Sports
have confirmed thatapublic

consultation for developing
Rally fan, volunteer and the seat for the Welsh onwards. On SS6 the closed-roadlegislation has
competitor Chris Evans Air Ambulance through inevitable motion sickness taken astep closer.
made areturntorally the Rally Forum at kicked in...but got back to Motorsportevents cannot
competition after 16 years Wales Rally GB, which service and cleaned myself currently be held in Scotland
out after winningacharity  heorganises. and car up and headed duetothefactthatanysuch
auction tojoin Brynmor The pair joined for the out for SS7, 8 and 9. event would suffer insurance
PierceinhisFordFiestaST  Oulton Park eventlast “Obviously the main difficulties under the 1990 closed
on the Neil Howard Stages. Saturday, finishing aim of the day was to road act. Thereforeanew act
Evans, 47,isaparamedic, 57thoverall. finish, which we did, and needstobe drafted, but before
but has been working in “The day was fantastic toraise money for the the wording of theact can be
rally control on various and it was an absolute Wales Air Ambulance. created, a 12-week consultation
events for 15 years. pleasure to be sat with The Just Giving page will period must take placefirst.
Heis also a talented Brynmor on his first remain live until the end Boththe MSA and SMS
photographer, known outingin hisnewly of November. Donations attended arecent meeting of
for his company Chimera acquired ST,” said Evans. are still welcome.” the Motorsport on Public Roads
o Photographic. “We used SS1 to get to You can donate to Evans’ Advisory Group in Scotland.
Brynmor Pi : ' He bid £300 for the seat know each other and the page here: justgiving.com/ England and Wales passed
Y Pierce (1) auctioned a rally seat to Chris Evans (r) with Pierce, whoauctioned  car,thenpushedfromSS2  fundraising/summit6. legislation last year which
enabled the MSA togrant closed

road permits to events, with
the approval of therelevant
local highway authority.

MSA chairman David Richards
said: “Thisisafurtherstep
towardsreinstatingsomeiconic
motorsporteventsin Scotland,

nomination for Young Rally Driver of aFord Escort Mk2last over 80 entries, wasa but a broken driveshaft on front of the Lancer E9 of thathave brought somuchto
of the Year for the months of weekend for thefirst time fundraiser for Our the penultimate run ended Waterford’s Keith Power. theirlocal communities, while
September to October. in37years. Lady’s Children Hospital their bid. James Bradley (Honda providing the potential for new
The 23-year-old Honda Civic Drivingthe same car that in Crumlin, Dublin. Cashel’s Pat O’Connell, Civic) was 3.9 seconds eventstojointhe motorsport
driver has earned a place in the Donagh Kelly drovein the MacHale’s sons, Gareth inarecently acquired further behind in third. calendarinthefuture.”

final of the Billy Coleman Award
which hands €50,000 to the winner,

decided by a special panel. Motorsport Ireland clamps down on WR cars in Class 20 WRCs move [
Hamilton impressed with class to Class 7 %
wins on the Sligo Rally and the Clare Motorsport Ireland Class 20 wasintended for. WRCs, RRCs, S2000 Rally : :&
Stages, finishing 12th and 15th on has acted to clamp A Motorsport Ireland 1.6T and R5s and modified —
those events respectively. down on drivers statementread: “Ata versions of these cars =t
Hamilton joins Opel Adam modifying homologated recent meeting of the will no longer be eligible
driver Jordan Hone, National cars with a change to Motorsport Commission, toenter Class 20
junior champion Jason Black and its Class 20 regulations. the following changes from January 1.”
Vauxhall Nova driver Derek Mackarel Homologated WRC and were approved for Class The 2019 changes follow
in being nominated for the award. R5 cars are supposed to 20. The changes will last month’s meeting of
A wildcard entry can also be selected sitin Class 7 and 5 come into effect for cars the Motorsport Ireland
to compete alongside the finalists. respectively, but drivers competing in Class 20 on Commission where
The Billy Coleman Award has have been increasing the all MI events for 2019. some 84 rule changes
helped to launch the careers of the size of restrictors, for “Competitors that,upto were passed and will
likes of Craig Breen, Keith Cronin example, and running now, competedin Class 20 be incorporated in
and Rob Duggan. them in Class 20. MI has with the following cars; next year’srules
stated that is not what currently homologated andregulations.
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Richards: Club
events need help

Motor Sports Association
chairman David Richards
believes clubmen-style
events like the Neil
Howard Stages need to

be celebrated more than
top eventsin order to
keep motorsport alive.

The Prodrive boss
and 1981 World Rally
champion co-driver
competed on his first
stagerally in 10 years on
last weekend’s Oulton
Park event, having been
invited by the Motorsport
News Circuit Rally
Championship.

“It’s so good to see the
club eventslike this doing
well, and you look at the
enthusiasm of everyone F =¥ | . -~ =" s
involved and taking part,” L i e - — e i b el ST e— A

SWITCGH FOR MIN SERIES

Blackburn rally man debuts new challenger at Oulton Park

the grassroots of UK
motorsport as a key target
of hisreign at the sport’s
UK governing body.
“That’s what it should be
—itshould be stimulating.
They’ve looked after me
well and it’s areally well
organised event.
“We should celebrate
the North West Stagesand I want to
have a super-competitive car for that.
It’salearning thingnow, we have to
startfromthebeginning.”

Stone sponsors the North West Stages
through his Legend Fires concernin
Blackburn, and the eventis particularly
significantnext yearasitissettouse
closed roadsin competitionforthe
firsttime.

this sort of event,
Stone was usurped late in the rally by

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Photos: SMJ Photography, Pro-Rally Photography

¥ Stone at Oulton

rather than focus on
the professional higher
events that we’re used
to. We would lose
motorsport otherwise.”
Richards co-drove
Graham Coffey’s Ford
FiestaRS WRC and
the pairing took seventh
overall. Coffey added:
“We’ve enjoyed it. But,
there’d have been a
spotlight on me if I'’d have
crashed it with David
Richards alongside you!”

ByJack Benyon FiestaR5driver Steve Simpson, but was
happy with the general performance.

“Itwas great to battle with Steve
Simpson,” hesaid. “We started rallying
atthesametime 20 yearsago, battling
inmy Peugeot 205and he had a 306, which
he wasusingon circuiteventseven then.”

Stone could give his Three Sisters
Championship-winning son Alex a debut
inthe caratthe Glyn Stages at Anglesey
inlate November, and has entered.

swapped tothe WRC car from a Fiesta
S2000 with a 2.5-litre Millington engine.
Thenew car was purchased from
Kieran GraffininIreland, and Stone
isplanning visitsto Ireland and the
Isle of Manin the next year.
“I'dlovetotakethe cartoMonaghan
in AprilandI’dlove todo the Manx
National,” said Stone of his plansfor
nextyear. “It’saproper tool for that.
“Attheback of mymindIalsohave

John Stone made a shock carchange
forlastweekend’s Neil Howard
Stages at Oulton Park, fielding a
Ford Fiesta RS WRC which he will
use in future Motorsport News
Circuit Rally Championship rounds.
Inthefirst MN round of the season
at Oulton Park, Stone narrowly missed
outonfourthplaceinthecar. Hehas

Kirkaldy will debut his new Ford Fiesta R5 at Knockhill in Motorsport News Circuit series

Lee Holland Memorial Stages
winner Alan Kirkaldy has
boughtaFord FiestaR5,and
hopestomakehisdebutinthe
caronthe Motorsport News
Circuit Rally Championship’s
Knockhill Rally in December.
Kirkaldy hasregularly
competedin a Millington-powered
Ford Escort Mk2, but won the
LeeHolland-alsoaround of
the MN series—after being

= R

Lee Holland Memorial Stages win on his R5 debut—Kirkaldy

loaned an R5 car by Peter Smith.
“My dad was goingtobuy a
Ferraribut hedecided he’d never
driveitandit would justsitinthe
garage,” said Kirkaldy. “Wehad
alookforanR5and gotone,it’s
Evo2,it’schassisnumber 100
which was ondisplay at the
Autosportshow. We saw itadvertised
in Milan. It was quite cheap but it
needed abit of tidyingup.”
Kirkaldyisin the process of

deciding on eventstocompetein
nextyear, butishopingthe Jim
Clark Rally—which is waiting for
arulechangeon closed-road
events from the Scottish
government—will return.
“I'mhopingthe Jim Clark comes
back because, asmuchasIenjoy
single-venues, Ireally enjoy proper
closed-road events,” he said.
“WhenIdidthe Pokerstars[Isle of
Man]last yearit shows howmuch

of ateam effort youneed to win.

“Ican’t commit toachampionship
due towork.Iwantto do Knockhill
togetbackintoitasit’sbeena
while sinceI’ve beenin one of
them [anR5]. Then we’ll decide
aboutnextyear.”

Entriesarestill openforthe
event. Althoughitwassettobe
atwo-dayrally,ithasbeen
reduced toonetokeep costs
down for competitors.

North of England champion Morrison to Manx Pokerstars Rally

Newly-crowned North of Cheviot in treacherous the Pokerstars and I’m first
England Tarmacadam Rally conditions against strong reserve now having started
champion Gordon Morrison MSA Asphalt opposition. at 16th, soI’m getting there.

will head to the Pokerstars After wrapping up the title “We went to Ireland this
Rally this weekend after heset out towin at the start year and did the Donegal
what he saysis his best of the year, Morrison hasn’t Harvest. It was amazing. I had

decided on what he will do
nextyear.
“I’venotset my mind on any

agreat time, the atmosphere
isgreat and they really want
you to be there. I want to

performance of the season
on therecent Cheviot Stages.
Morrison-drivingaTEG

Sport SubaruImpreza championship, I just want to try and do the big Donegal.
co-driven by Calum domore bucketlistevents,”he  Hopefully Mull and the Jim
MacPherson-has won said. “I’ve got an entryinfor Clark will be back too.”

three eventsin the i Meorrisonhas ordered a
championship this ' new Skoda-based car from
year and topped TEG which is currently

that off witha -
brilliant third SRy
overall on the =y

~— indevelopment,

and will likely

, arrive

halfway

. through
2019.

Morrison’s TEG ‘&=
SubarulImpreza

i
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After giant-killing results in his 1600cc Peugeot 106, Barry Lindsay looks to have done
enough to seal another SG Petch ANECCC Rally Championship title.Inincredibly
tough conditions and in a field brimming withWorld Rally Cars, Lindsay finished
eighth on the Cheviot Stages over Otterburn last month.Last weekend he took a strong
34th overall on the Malton Rally in the forests near Pickering. Last year the prize for the
title was adrive in Stephen Petch’s Ford Fiesta S2000 turbo, which he used towin the

Jack Frost Stages.
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PAYNE WINS AFOURTH
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Malton Forest Rally

By Peter Scherer

Organiser: Malton MC &Clitheroe & DMC When: November 4 Where:
North Yorkshire Championships: Northern Historic, ANCC, ANECCC,
ANEMMC, EMAMC, SD34 Stage & Inter League Stages: 6 Starters: 89

Forthe fourth successive year,
Charlie Payne and Carl Williamson
proved unbeatable on the Malton
Rally, but their Ford Fiesta had to
see off a strong challenge from
Ollie Mellors and lan Windress’
ProtonIriz R5 first.

Onthe opening Cropton stage,
Mellors pulled out a five-second lead
over Payne, who shared second place

| with Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson’s
. FiestaRSWRC.

All three are past winners of therally,

- andsoonbegan to ease their battle away
. fromthe pursuers. But Mellors had

increased thelead to seven seconds after
GaleRigg, before Payneresponded. “We

" justchanged tyres after thefirsttwoand

- itmadeall the difference,” said Payne.

Payne was quickest through Langdale
asthey completed thefirstleg, reducing

| Mellors’ advantageto three seconds as
| thelead pair edged away from Petch,

although thelatter was safein third.
Behind, the SubaruImprezas of
Richard Hill/Steffan Evans’and Ian

' Bainbridge/Daniel May tied fourth,

after both had ousted Dan Mennell/
Tom Rodgers’ Impreza. “I was taking
toomany risks but then backed off

~ toomuch,” Mennell admitted, after

droppingto seventh behind Matthew
Robinson/Sam Collis’ Escort too.
With twomore seconds off hislead on

- thereturnto Cropton, Mellors’s gap was

downtoasolitary second. “I was going
asfastasIcould, the car wasfantastic
and wehadnoproblemsatall,” hesaid.

- Butbytheendof thesecond GaleRigg

Photo: Kevin Money, Black Mountains Media, Joseph John Gilbertson

stagethelead had beenturnedintoa
seven-second deficit, with Payne
finally taking victory by 11 seconds.

Petch alsohad atroublefreerun
toretain third but, having gone clear
infourth, Hill joined the retirements
onstagefive, which handed the place
toBainbridge.

Despite a puncture on stage four,
Mennell reclaimedfifth, while Robinson
completed the top six and was first
two-wheel drive and Historic entry.
Matt Edwards/Hamish Campbell’s
Fiat131had an early clutch problem,
buthavingsolved that alater exhaust
malady wasjoined by the car “jumping
outof gear”. He still closed on Robinson
inthelast couple of stages, having
demoted Steve Bannister/Callum
Atkinson’s Escort on stage four. Peter
Smith/John Millington’s Fiesta and
Petr Krizan/Lukas Sintal’s Mitsubishi
Lancer E9 completed the top 10.

Steve Black/Paul Morris’ Suzuki Swift
wasnever headedin Class 1, buttheduel
for Class 2 between Ben Cree/Shaun
Wilson’s Peugeot 205 GTIand Barry
Lindsay/Caroline Lodge’s Peugeot 206,
finally went in Lindsay’s favour, aided
by Cree collectingroad penalties.

Despitearear punctureon thelast
stage, David Crossen/Aileen Kelly’s
Escortstillretained the daylonglead in
Class 3, while Nigel Cay/Fred Roberts’
Vauxhall Chevette topped Class 4.

Results

1 Charlie Payne/ Carl Williamson (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) 37m08s; 2
Ollie Mellors/lan Windress (Proton Iriz R5) +11s; 3 Stephen Petch/
Michael Wilkinson (Fiesta RS WRC); 4 lan Bainbridge/ Daniel May
(Subaru Impreza); 5 Daniel Mennell/Tom Rodgers (Impreza); 6
Matthew Robinson/Sam Collis (Ford Escort Mk2); 7 Matt Edwards/
Hamish Campbell (Fiat 131); 8 Steve Bannister/ Callum Atkinson
(Escort Mk2); 9 Peter Smith/John Millington (Fiesta R5); 10 Petr
Krizan/ Lukas Sintal (Mitsubishi ES).

Class winners: Steve Black/Paul Morris (Suzuki Swift); Barry
Lindsay/ Caroline Lodge (Peugeot 206); David Crossen/Aileen Kelly
(Ford Escort Mk2); Nigel Cay/ Fred Roberts (Vauxhall Chevette);
Stuart Cariss/Linda Cariss (Escort Mk1); Robinson/ Collis.

-

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

Victory on the Powys Lanes gave
Kevin Davies/Dale Bowen two
wins in successive weekends in the
Welsh Road Rally Championship,
however unlike last week's
Cilwendeg win, this wasn'ta
clear-cut triumph.

At the halfway point it appeared
that the night would go the way of
many previous events with Davies/
Bowen having built up a healthy
lead of 27 seconds. However, in
the second half, they just failed to
make their time at a control timed to
the minute, in contrast two of their
nearest rivals reached the control
on schedule; the one minute
difference in penalty was critical.

Reian Jones/Cadog Davies took
the lead at this point and appeared
initially to have won the rally.
Unfortunately they had failed to
get acode board counter signed,
the fail for this offence dropped
them down the order.

Kevin ‘Penclaw’ Jones/Alan

James also cleaned the vital
section and finished the rally just
three seconds behind the winners.
Andy Davies/Michael Gilbey took
third, which was enough to secure
the Welsh Drivers' title for Davies
in his Subaru Impreza; the first time
afour-wheel-drive car has won the

Davies’sred four-door Escort hasbeen at the front plenty

Results

Organiser: Epynt Motor Club When: November 3/4
Where: Mid-Wales Championships: WAMC, ANWCC
& ASWMC Route: 120 Miles Starters: 75.

1 Kevin Davies/ Dale Bowen (Ford Escort) 6m26s; 2
Kevin ‘Penclaw’ Jones/Alan James (Toyota Corolla)
+3s; 3 Andy Davies/ Michael Gilbey (Subaru Impreza);
4 Dewi ‘Dai’ Davies/ Nathan Davies (Vauxhall Astra); 5
Mark Lennox/lan Beamond (Escort); 6 Steve Knibbs/
Gerwyn Barry (Proton Satria); 7 Paul Morgan/Jamie

- fan Bvane
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Davies’s second

win in a row

Davies wins in Builth as he and fellow Nova man Evans tie on times

Builth Showground Stages

high speed and dropped a

their Suzuki Swift broke a

Mills (Honda Civic); 8 Chris Hand/Aled Richards (Ford
Cortina); 9 Steve Davies/ Matthew Maidment (Escort);
10 Daniel Williams/Shaun Richards (BMW 318Ti).
Class winners: Jones/James; Williams/Richards;
Owain Llywelyn Morgans/ Daniel Reid (Ford Fiesta ST).

Welsh Road Rally Championship.

Gilbey had wrapped up the

co-driver's title on the Cilwendeg.
Ian Mills

By Simon Gronow

Organiser: Herefordshire MC When: November 3
Where: Royal Welsh Showground, Builth Wells
Stages: 14 Starters: 55

Photo: SMJ Photograph

The carthatfinished second
onthe lastround of theWorld
Rally Championship, Rally
Catalunya, lastmonthmadea
surprise appearance at Oulton
Park last weekend. M-Sport—
whichwasrunning Neil
Howard Stages podium finisher
Alex Laffey’s Ford FiestaR5 -
broughtthe cardriven by
Sebastien Ogierand Julien
Ingrassiaand putitondisplay
forthe opening round of the
Motorsport News Circuit Rally
Championship.Fora full report
onthe eventturntopage19.

After 14 stages over mixed
surfaces at the Royal Welsh
Showground, there was

no separating the Vauxhall
Novas driven by Sam Davies/
Martin Lasper and Ian Evans/
Justin Brooks.

Last year’s winner Davies
moved into a one second lead
after the first two stages, and
he continued tolead until
the sixth stage when Evans
equalled his time. Evans then
moved to the front, only tolose
time when his brakes jammed
on when a stone got stuck in
the pedal box on SS10.

Goinginto the last stage,
Davies led by one second, and
both drivers gave it their all.
Davies had a bigmoment at

second to Evans, who had

overshot a junction in the dark.

With the first-stage tie-break

applied, victory went to Davies.

Behind them, Kevin Davies,
with Annie Green alongside,
was delighted to finish third
in his Cilwendeg-winning Ford
Escort, and grateful that his
car was problem-free as he
headed off to contest that
evening’s Powys Lanesroad
rally event, which he duly
won (see Road Rally round-up).
Nigel Mee/RegDavies were
lucky when they hitarock
just after the flying finish of
stage 10, damaging their
Subaru Impreza’s suspension.
Afterrepairs, they overtook
classleaders Theo Bengry/Les
Forsbrook for fourth position,
though the Escort crew were
thoroughly enjoying the event.

Dan Evans/Jessica Hockly
dropped over aminute when

driveshaft on stage three, but
pulled back to a class-winning
sixth overall ahead of Phil
Jones/Clive Jones. The latter
crew dropped a place following
astage 11 spin. Conrad and
Sophie Law took their Escort
MK1 to atwo second class win
from Wayne Lloyd/Bryan
Barrell, whoreceived a time
penalty for a wrong direction
at asplit junction. Sodid
Damian Cole/Michelle Shaw
although they still won their
classin their Escort.

Results

1 Sam Davies/ Martin Lasper (Vauxhall Nova) 42m24s;

2 lan Evans/Justin Brooks (Nova) +0s; 3 Kevin Davies/
Annie Green (Ford Escort Mk2); 4 Nigel Mee/Reg Davies
(Subaru Impreza); 5 Theo Bengry/ Les Forsbrook (Escort
Mk2); 6 Dan Evans/Jessica Hockly (Suzuki Swift);

7 Phil Jones/ Clive Jones (Escort Mk2); 8 Conrad Law/
Sophie Law (Ford Escort Mk1); 9 Wayne Lloyd/Bryan
Barrell (Escort Mk2); 10 Gary Thomas/ Linda Thomas
(Escort Mk2).

Class winners: Evans/Hockly; Evans/Brooks; Law/Law;
Damian Cole/Michelle Shaw (Escort Mk2); Steve Ellis/
Steve McPhee (BMW 325i); Davies/ Green; Bengry/
Forshrook; Mee/ Davies.
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CLASS ROUND-UP

While consistency was key in the overall
fight for victory, attrition was the decisive
factorin most of the remaining classes.

Class A in particular became arace to
finish. Rookie Gethin Sharp gave himself
apleasant surprise as he was victorious
in his Nissan Micra, despite sitting third
in class for much of the event.

Stage seven was the turning point,
as disaster twice struck the leading
contenders. Runaway leaders Joe
Cunningham and Marc Fowler had
theirhopes —and a healthy 1m38s
lead cushion — dashed by battery
failure in their rapid Vauxhall Corsa.

“It just stopped without warning,
which is the most frustrating problem to
have,” said Cunningham, his misfortune
handing the classlead — briefly —to
championship regular David McMullan.

The new leader’s joy was shortlived,
as McMullan's Vauxhall Nova failed
tofinish the stage with driveshaft failure
tohand Sharp “abit of alucky win",
according to co-driver Kate Bann.

Dale and Andrew Lawson (MG ZR)
took maximum MN Championship
pointsin class.

Class B staged another event-long
pressure cooker between vastly different
machinery. A Vauxhall this time did
have the last laugh, after Ryan Burns's
Corsa survived an unusual scare in
pipping Chris Woodhouse's Citroen
C2for class honours by 13 seconds.

The fright came from a bizarre collision
with the Ford Escort Mk2 of Chris Berry,
which reversed into his path in the tricky
infield section that caught out many
drivers during the day.

Despite a bent steering rack from
the altercation, Burns clung on, although
despite Paul O'Neill threatened to make
it alate three-car showdown.

The British Touring Car race winner's
chance ended on the penultimate stage
when a battery lead popped out of the
Mazda MX-5.

Ashleigh Morris was also victim to
mechanical problems, unable to put her
Ford Fiestainto gear on stage two.

Class C became a battle between
classic Ford machinery. Mark Roberts
was victorious in his updated Fiesta Mk3,
brought across from rallying in South
Africa. While Roberts looked at home on
the circuit stages on the way to finishing
11th overall, alate surge from Stephen
Beckin his elderly Escort Mk2s was
brave, but not enough as night descended.

Mike English waded in on the battle
throughout the afternoon, but stage
seven was also his undoing. A spin at
Old Hall put himinto the barriers, giving
him a maximum stage time and cosmetic
front bumper damage.

While overall winner Procter also
claimed D2 class honours on the
event, Alex Laffey was the highest
registered MN Circuit Rally contender.
D1 victory went to Chris West and
Robbie Hannah after a turbulent
build-up to the event.

The Peugeot 306 Maxiwas a
significant doubt for the event after
engine problems, the reigning
champion’s only glitch being an
overzealous gravel-spraying entry to
the watersplash on his first attack at it.

DanMason

Micra pair headed Class A

I

Stage three was
the turning point

evin Procter
hasmade
ahabitof
winningthe
Neil Howard
Stages.
Althoughit
might not have come asasurprise
that he completed a hat-trick of
successive Oulton Park winsin
the Motorsport News Circuit
Rally Championship opener,

his third triumph was arguably
one of his toughest.

Thefeat matched Rob Barry,
who last completed the treble of
consecutive Neil Howard winsin
2000 when the event was held at Park
Hall, but Procter’s latestrequired a
determined final-stage pushinthe
dark tofend off a chasing James and
Rhys Yates by just six seconds.

Thelatter chose to adopt a different
role on thisoccasion. British Rally
Championship frontrunner Rhys
handed driving duties of their Skoda
Fabia R5to brother James, who
gradually found confidence and
feel for the car as the afternoon
progressed, having finished second
ontheeventin2016inhislast
rally outing.

A sticking point for Yates came on
the third stage of the nine, one which
played into the hands of the consistent
Procter and co-driver, Derek Fawcett,
who sat second at the time.

While Procter’s Ford Fiesta—an
S2000-spec car with a turbocharged
two-litre engine —navigated the
watersplash section without difficulty,
an approach “too cautious” meant
Yates briefly stalled into a tricky
square left following the splash.
Regardless of the stall, only five
seconds waslost.

An alternative attacking approach
onthe same stage, SS3, proved
the undoing of 2015 winner, Steve
Simpson. “We’ve blown it” was his
reaction after spinning out of the
earlylead,losing 18 seconds as well
asthe CA1l Sport-run Ford Fiesta’s
front bumper in the off after
collectingthe barriers. “We could
have even won that,” he lamented.

Hisrivalsfaltering, Procter’s

TV s 5
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confidence was high, and he extended
hislead toashigh as 17 seconds after
stage six. Asdarknessloomed the
tides soon turned, James Yates’
confidence growing by the mile.

The battle intensified as seven
seconds vanished from thatlead
with arare traffic-free run through
stage seven for Yates. Procter
responded on there-runto enter the
last stage with nine secondsin hand,
aslightrain threatened to throw one
final variableinto the picture.

Despite three seconds to the good
for the Skodaman in thefinal stage,
it was not enough to overturn Procter,
thelead falling from nine to six
seconds at the finish.

“A few early mistakes cost us, but
we don’t mind getting beat by someone
like Kevin,” said James Yates. “He’s
top class and knows this place well.
I'veenjoyed drivingtoday. Every
corner youlearnsomethingnew.”

The Yates brothersintercepted what
was otherwise adominant display by
Ford, Fiestaslocking out four of the
topfive spots. BRC driver Alex Laffey
was best of therestin his M-Sport-run
Fiesta, surviving cosmetic damage
from striking a misplaced chicane
water barrel to come home third with
Michael Gilbey, who rushed off todo
the Powys Lanesroad rally afterward.

Arecovering Simpson grabbed fourth
atthe death from John Stone, thelatter
beddingin abrand new Fiesta RS WRC
at Oulton Park. “Ifelt my hands still
shakingafter thefirst stage, soit
mustbe quick,” quipped Stone.

One of the major headlines prior to
the season opener was the potential
absence of itsreigning champion.

Battling budget and mechanical
troubles, Chris West did arrive in
Cheshire but with finishing the
only goal on hismind. Armed with
aPeugeot 306 Maxithathad only
done 17-miles on theroad with a
new engine, West still salvaged
sixth overall.

Alongside him was amore
unfamiliar name in co-driver Robbie
Hannah, whoflewin from Jersey
to compensate for the mid-week
cancellation of West’sregular
navigator, Keith Hounslow.

driveran top, Laffe yi“‘ikes top VN pointsByDanMason?
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James ]_'[’Yates and brother Rhys were rapid but lost time w1th astall

CHAMPIONSHIP

v association with VISR

RESULTS|

Motorsport News Circuit Rally Championship, round 1/1,
Oulton Park, Cheshire, November 3

POS| DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR TIME
1 | Kevin Procter/Derek Fawcett Ford Fiesta S2000 Turbo | 58m04s
2 |James Yates/Rhys Yates Skoda Fabia R5 +6s
3 | Alex Laffey/Michael Gilbey Ford Fiesta RS +26s
4 | Steve Simpson/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta RS +1m6s
5 |John Stone/Jack Morton Ford FiestaRS WRC +1m8s
6 | Chris West/Robbie Hannah Peugeot 306 Maxi +2m30s
7 | Graham Coffey/David Richards | Ford FiestaRS WRC +3mO07s
8 |James Self/Nick Vigors Ford Fiesta RS +3mb4s
9 | John Griffiths/Nigel Wetton Subaru Imprezza +4m21s
10 | Stephen Tilburn/Jack Tilburn Ford Escort Mk2 +4m49s

Landen (Ford Fiesta S2000); West/Hannah; Simpson/Walsh.

Event class winners: Gethin Sharp/Kate Bann (Nissan Micra); Ryan Burns/Steve Hallmark (Vauxhall Corsa); Mark Roberts/Stephen

MN Championship class winners: Class A: Dale Lawson/Andrew Lawson (MG ZR); Class B driver: Ryan Burns (Corsa)
Class B co-driver: Jamie Mactavish (Ford Fiesta R2); Class G: Rob Cox/Dylan Thomas (Ford Escort Mk2); Class D1: West/Hannah;
Class D2: Laffey/ Gilbey; MX-5: Paul Gorge/ Geoffrey Maine; Michelin Cup: Stone/ Morton.

The pair gelled, but not with Oulton
Park, West left looking to Cadwell
Park after atricky shakedown. “It’s
justatestsession,” headmitted. “It’s
slippery out there, butI just want to
get through this one then go away
and getitback to 110 per cent for the
nextround at Cadwell. We’ll be back.”

Ford could have had eight Fiestas
inside the top 10 but for the departures
of both Peter Smith in his ex-Ott
Tanak Fiesta, and Andy Scott. The
latter was forced out of the rally with
structural damage, caused by an

impact with the scenery on stage four.
Another Fiestain the top 10 gathered
plenty of scrutiny from the avid fans.
Graham Coffey grabbed seventh
place after clawing back ground from
asluggish opening stage, sharing
with Prodrive owner, MSA chairman
David Richards. James Self (Fiesta R5)
kept hisnose clean to come home
eighth ahead of the SubaruImpreza
of thereturning John Griffiths, while
best of the Ford Escorts was that of
Stephen Tilburn and Jack Tilburn
as their Mk2 completed the top 10.

Photos: SMJ Photography
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ou couldn’thelp
butfeel abitsorry
for Esapekka
Lappiat Rally

of Spainlast
month.Imagine
aposition where
you’re wheeling your new
partner out to meet the folks
when the current one walks
infrom their day at work.

That was pretty much Toyota
GazooRacingin Salouonthe Friday
night. Awkward.

Thereality of the matteris, of
course, different: Lappi wants away
andis off to Citroen and he and Kris
Meeke have absolutely noissue with
each other. Aswell as Toyota’s new
recruit, there were a few elephants
around in theroom.

Asoneonlooker sagely putit:
“Could youimaginelocking those
two in aroom for five minutes and
asking them to talk about their
current or previous employer...
all bets would be off!”

Understandably, Meeke would
findithard to puthisfinger onthe
positives on offer at Citroen, while
Lappi, if rumouristobe believed,
doesn’t have much good to say
about life in Puuppola.

Beyond the perfunctory, there
wasn’t much for either to say. Kris
had popped down from his placein
the hillsin Andorratomeet hisnew
team and put faces to emails. And the

Northern Irishman has instantly settled into his new Toyota surroundings

welcome couldn’t have been warmer.
“It’sgreattosee Krishere,” says
team principal Tommi Makinen.
“Of course, we saw himin the factory
last week, butit’s nice for him to say
hello. We are excited for next year.”
There’sno doubt Meeke’sreturn
tothe service park added a certain
something. Conveniently, PSA
Group CEO Carlos Tavares was
alsoonthe Costa Daurada, so the
Dungannondriver’s arrival offered
an opportunity to try tofind out more
about the decision process which
led tohisdeparture from Citroen.
Tavares says: “We are pragmatic
people. If we have asked Mr Meeke
tostop during the season, it’s because
we wanted to avoid the drama. And it
was obvious, accident after accident,
atone point in time something serious
could happen anditisourethical
responsibility to make any decision
that could avoid that from happening.
AndI’'m happy we could make that
decision before a drama happened.
“That’s why we made that decision
andIthink it wastherightdecision
from a pureresponsibility stand
point. By the way, I consider that
KrisMeekeis ahuge, huge champion
andIhopehe will find his balance
and I hopethat everythingthat will
happen to himis good things. I hope
him well. We like him very much.”
Yeah...I’'mnot sure that feelingis
entirely mutual. But this story’s
onetolook forwards, not backwards.

Certainly, Meeke had zero interest
inraking over the coals of his past
career. But there was plenty to be
read between thelines.

When he wasannounced asa
Toyota driver last month, oneline
stood out from him.

“If Icanjustenjoy my driving and
the connection withroad, then the
speed will take care of itself.”

The connection reference
could be interpreted physically
and metaphorically. Physically,
we’ve seen the way geometry and
suspension changes have improved
the performance of the C3 WRC -
Citroen took it from nowherein
Finland 12 months ago to Mads
Ostbergalmost delivering a win
this time around.

But metaphorically, the connection
with theroad encompasses everything
adriverneedstodohisjob; heneeds
the confidence in—and from —-the
team behind him and he needs
total faith that everything has been
maximised and no corner cutashe
aimshis car atan apex. When he
hasthat, the connectionis complete
because there’s nothingelse for him
tothink —he stops worrying about
what’s around him and thinks only
about what’s beneath him.

That’s what Meeke wants from
Toyota. He’s done with second-
guessing which direction the
corporate wind will blow or how
best to juggle testing budgets.

WhilelI was talking to Meeke, one of
the team was trying to finalise details
of hisnexttest. Snow andice had
arrived in Jyvaskyla, complicating
matters from atyre perspective.

But what came acrossloud and clear,
though, was the desire from Toyota to
dowhat wasright for Meeke. The car
was there, if he wanted to driveit.

This scenario drew an obvious and
stark contrast to Meeke’s last Rally
GBtest, conducted in south-west
France to save money.

Fighting against that sort of decision
had starved Meeke of the two things he

craved most: successand job satisfaction.

“When I departed the championship
in May it started toreally hithome how
muchIwasn’tenjoying my job,” says
Meeke, “and to do one of the best jobs
inthe world and torealise you weren’t

g L

His WRC career appeared over after his itrn

actually enjoyingit for many, many
reasons which we can’t speak about...
My only goalis toenjoy my driving.”

Meeke’s enforced absence from the
championship has given him time to
gohome and think —the one thinghe
hasn’t spentalot of time onis watching
the World Rally Championship.

He continues: “Ihaven’t watched
any coverage, any footage for three
years—that was probably a signal I
wasn’tenjoyingit. But whenIwas
coming down here [to Salou],Iwas
up, texting my Michelin engineer to
find out who was on what tyres and
following the splits. The hunger’s
back. The sport’s still my life, but
when you get a situation like the one
that happened in May, youneed to
go and disappear for a while; you
needtogoandreset.”

e

Meeke’s last WRC win was on Ral

e g e

ly Spain 2017, before his Citroen split
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Reset and ready to go, Monte Carlo
can’tcome soon enough. And with it
will come a shot at genuine redemption.
Meeke’sirked by referencestolast-
chancesaloons, butthat’s where
hesitsright now. Mid-way through
hisfirst season with the Japanese
manufacturer, he’ll be 40 years old
andit’sdifficult to see another
chance comingalongafter that if
this one goes south.

Then again, we said that when weread
what appeared tobe a career-ending
communication from Parisin May.

Meeke’s been around for alongtime,
hismaiden WRC outing was the 2002
Rally GB; 16 yearsago, another driver
made hisdebut at the sport’shighest
level: Jari-Matti Latvala. The fully-
funded Finn has enjoyed plenty of
seat time since, rackingup 194 world

Latvalais pleased for hisnew team-mate

championship starts. That’s 101 more
than Meeke.

J-ML has contested a full campaign
forthelast 12 years, Meeke’s only
done three complete seasons in his
entire timein the sport.

Threeyears.

Meeke’s career has been
ridiculously stop-start. Anybody
who’s started 93 rounds of the
world championship would appear
tohave had a good shot at the thing,
butthat’s not the case here. For
whatever reason, every time he’s
built some momentum, the thing has
fallen down and his career stalled.

Now, he haseverything he needs.
He’s got arguably the best and
fastest World Rally Car ever created,
awell-funded and very enthusiastic
manufacturer team behind him and

Meeke made hisWRC debutbackin 2002

the ear of aman who knows what
ittakesto turn potential into points
and prizes.

“Weknow whatKriscandoasa
driver,” says Makinen, “we know
how fastheis. Next yearis goingto
be an exciting one, I think we can
haveastrongteam.”

Back to Friday nightin Salouand
notlongafter turninghiscarinto
the end of day service, Latvalahasan
arm around Meeke and the pair are
engaged in a discussion which would
have started with empathy and ended
with them trading ramp angles.

“Iwanted to know his feeling about
the car,” says Latvala, “and it was a
good feeling. I can see heisexcited.

It will be good next year. He’s a good
guytohaveintheteamandit’sa
nice opportunity for Kris after what
happened with Citroen. He can get
thefeelingand come back to the
sport, thisisnice.”

Nice ornot, Meeke and Latvala both
know only one thing will matter when it
comes toextending their contract with
Makinen in 12 months’ time: results.

Toyota has aline-up with the potential
for world domination; every one of its
three drivers can win any one of next
year’s 14rallies. But, as strong
characters with their own influence
inside ateam which hasn’t been without
internal strife of its own this season,
they will take some managing.

And Meeke knows, if he wants to
succeed then he’s going to have to get

onthe wave Ott Tanak’sriding pretty
quickly next year. The Estonian can
donowrongright now.

“He’shitasweet spot,” says Meeke of
hisnewteam-mate. “Heturnsup atany
rally and he can winit. And Jarihas
proven thepace of the car again. Let’s
see...Ican’t pre-emptanything;I've
only driven the Yaris WRCin Finland
and it was born and bred on thoseroads.
It’swon thelast two Rally Finlands, so
Iknewit was goingtobe quick there,
butIhaven’ttesteditfor the Spanish
gravel orin a Sardinia or Portugal
set-up, soIcan’t make any comment.

“WhatIcansayisthattheatmosphere
isgreat comingintotheteam-Ican
feelitfromjust walkingin here. It’s
sorefreshing from whatI’vehadin
thepast,itfeelsgood.”

Forthe umpteenth time, our
discussionishalted by another well-
wishing Toyota Gazoo Racing team
member. The appreciation from both
the Finnish and Japanese side of the
teamishuge.

But whatabout the man of the
moment, what does Tanak think?
He’sinterested, possibly excited,
but definitely pragmatic.

“Iknow what he can do,” says Tanak,
“I know what he can bring to the team
and definitely he can help take us
forward —it’s always good to have
something new from some different
teams. Citroenis doingthingsin
aprofessional way, so hopefully
there’s something useful from there.”
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Meeke has already
had first Toyota test

L3

Meeke’s time at Citroen has taught
him plenty. When Yves Matton
offered himaseatinaDS3 WRCin
Finland five years ago, teams weren’t
exactly queuing around the block
for his signature. Things have
changed now. Meeke’samanin
demand and he couldn’t be happier
with the way things have played out.

History has shown the Northern
Irishman haslittle time for the
politics or the executive level
corporate comings and goings of
amanufacturer team. Hisreal
interest and hisreal abilityisin
bringing those on the factory floor
around him and with him. Meeke’s
aman of hispeople who starts every
stage with hishearton his sleeve
and the mechanics and technicians
inevery team he’s worked with are
more than happy to buy into that.

Some around the service park
reckon Meeke has jumped out of the
frying pan and into the fire in terms
of internal team dealings. We’ll see.
The biggest and most obvious gripe
at Citroen was born out of Tavares’
determination to turnthe sport’s
second most successful make ever
into budget world champions. His
constant sighting of M-Sport’s ability
towin on ashoestring was warped
and twisted to his own ends.

Shoestringsaren’t muchin
vogue at Meeke’s new place of
work —Toyota’s all about bonhomie
and good connections. l
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SMITH SEALS TRUCK TRIUMPH / v

AS TITLES ARE DECIDED

Championships were up for grabs
for heavyweight trucks, nimble
Legends and jousting Pickups at
one of Brands Hatch’s most popular
meetings — not only because of the
racing action but for MotorSport
Vision’s firework display and
entertainment programme.
Onthetrack, Ryan Smith wastedno
time confirminghis third BTRA truck
championship by dominating Saturday’s
Division 1race. The only driver who
could have challenged for the title,
David Jenkins, finished second and
paid tribute to Smith. He was echoed by
multiple champion Stuart Oliver, who
joined them on the podium and said
Smith had raised the competitive bar
anditwasuptotheresttocatchup.

e oy B . s
Brown (inset) took a win S
on racing comeback

two very talented
racerswere
battlingfor atitle
attheheadof a
competitivefield.
Today, one of those drivershas
just claimed hisfifth Formulal
championship crownin Mexico,

lessillustrious surroundings.
Former world karting champion

Colin Brown returned to competitive

actionlastmonth, racingin the
F1000 championshipfinaleat
Donington Park in hisfirst single-
seater appearancefor 15 years.

Butback in 2000, Brown triumphed

over both Lewis Hamilton and
NicoRosbergenroutetothe
Formula A kartingtitle.

stalled at the end of a brief spellin

ighteen yearsago,

while the other hasrecently madea
winningreturntoracing—inrather

Despite the early success, his career

Euro F30001in 2003, due toanumber
of personal and contractual factors.

Smith chased fromlast on areversed
grid tofinish second on Sunday morning,
alength behind Jamie Anderson-but
Smith waslater handed a 10-second
penalty for being out of position at the
start. Jenkins and Martin Gibson were
even closerin third and fourth, but all
eyes were on Richard Collett and Oliver,
who completed thefinallap with their
truckslocked together.

Smith’sluckran out when his MAN
had suspected clutchfailureinrace
three, helping Oliver to only his second
win in 2018. Anderson was next, with
Jenkins third after being elbowed off
theroad early on.

Thetruck let Smith down againinthe
final, and other incidents helped former
Division 2 champion John Newell to
record hisfirst Division 1 win under
pressure from Simon Reid.

Luke Garrettarrived as favourite for
the Division 2 crown, butdidn’t do quite
enough on day one tobe sure. Brad Smith
kept the contest alive by winning their
firstrace with Garrett eighth, buta
meteoric getaway gave Luke race two.

Garrettneeded a single point on Sunday
and duly clinched a championship earned
inthepastby hislatefather, thoughit

However, an invite tojoin the
F1000field for the seasonfinale
provided the opportunity for
Browntoretaketothetrackin
single-seater machinery.

Having qualified fourth, Brown
battled into second place during
the openingrace of the weekend
before storming through from sixth
onthegridtoclaim victoryin the
secondrace.

“I'vebeen doingabit of kartingthis
yearjusttogetmybody and mind
backintoitandthenIgotaninviteto
comeand dothisrace,” says Brown.
“IjustfeltthatI wasready forit.

“Asforthel5years[away]—-alot
of it was[caused by] people who had
promised me the world and let me
down, alotof it wasme hiding away
dealing with my own problems
havingnotracedforsolong.

“Butthen, whenI had my daughter
afew yearsago,Ijustbecamea
littlemore focused again with life
in general.Istarted feelingbetter

Smith (1) secured
the crown with a win %

happened by default when both he
and Smith were excluded for yellow
flag offences meaning Smith couldn’t
score. Therace was won by former
Finnish champion Erik Forsstrom.
Garrett wonracefour.

John Mickel’srecord-breaking fifth
Legendsnational title was confirmed
with a day to spare with fourth, fifth and
sixth placefinishes on Saturday. Miles

Rudman won thefirst heatand thefinal.

Amishapinthe second heat, won by
Marcus Pett, gave Rudman afavourable
starting position for the final.

Rudman and Pett were again heat

andIjustthoughtI’d goforit.
“Ifelt connected tothe [F1000]
car straight away. It felt great. The
firstfewlapsin the car,Iwasjust
laughing, putting yourfoot down
and going through the corners, it’s
likeanew buzz and is something
I’'dreally missed.”
Brown’skarting credentials
make for animpressiveresume.
His Formula A title in 2000 was
sealed by awin during thefinalrace
of theseason at Bragain Portugal,
in which Brownlineduponagrid
featuring thelikes of Rosberg,
Robert Kubica, Giedo van der Garde,
Pastor Maldonado, Mike Conway,
Jamie Green and Susie Wolff.
However, it was Hamilton, who
stepped up to Formula A for the
2000 season, who was Brown’s
mainrival. Inthe Bragadecider,
the pair exchanged thelead
throughout theracebeforea
camshaftfailure in the closing
stagesforced Hamilton toretire.

51 Race 4: John Newell

winners on Sunday, but the final went
to Will Gibson in the tightest of finishes
with Sean Smith and cross-Channel
visitor Sebastien Kluyskens. Rudman
was fourth.

Another championship to be settled
brought 23 Pickups to Brands, and
Lea Wood kept the pressure on Scott
Bournein thefirst of threeraces.
Wood battled with David O’Regan
before winning, while Michael
Smith, George Turicckiand Bourne
contested third.

Smith enjoyed hisfirst win of the year

inrace two, while Bourne secured back-

4 Division 2
% Race 2&4: Luke Garrett

§ (Sisu RSM)

Photos: Gary Hawkins, Steve Jones

WINNERS

British Truck Racing
Championship, Division 1
Race 1: Ryan Smith

(MAN TGA)

Race 2: Jamie Anderson
(MAN TGX)

Race 3: Stuart Oliver
(Volvo VNL)

Legends National
Championship
Saturday heat 1: Miles
Rudman

Heat 2: Marcus Pett
Final: Miles Rudman
Sunday heat 1: Miles
Rudman

Heat 2: Marcus Pett
(MAN TGS) Final: Will Gibson
Pickup Championship
Race 1: Lea Wood
Race 2: Michael Smith
Race 3: Scott Bourne

Race 1: Brad Smith
(DAF CF)

(MAN TGX)

Race 3: Erik Forsstrom Junior Saloons Winter Cup

Race 1: Steven Chandler
Race 2: Lewis Saunders

to-back titles by finishing third, right
behind Wood. All the pressure gone,
Bourne drove to animpressive race
three victory over O’Regan and Smith.
Wood was involved in a first corner
incident and recovered to eighth.
Steven Chandler achieved hisfirst
Junior Saloons win in front of what
musthave been the biggest audience of
the year on Saturday in the Winter Cup
contest, but crashed before the first
cornerinracetwo. This came down to
atense contest which fell to this year’s
champion, Lewis Saunders, after
several changes of lead on thefinal lap.

Ka:rtmg champion enjoyed racinginF1000 finale after tough years away

Asked whether he expected
Hamilton tomakeittothe top of
motorsport, Brown says: “Itdid
seem like that straight away.

“WheneverIwason track he was
alwaysrightnear me which wasa
bitirritatingattimesbecauseIjust
wanted him to go away.

“Ican say that he wasthe most
talented driverIcame up against
whenIwas growing up. Rosberg

wasthereaswell buthe wasn’'tin
thesameleague.lhatetosay it but
that wasthecase.”

Despite hisimpressive early years,
asuccessful return and renewed
focusonracing, Brown doesnot
have aplanin place for his future.

“Atthemoment, I'mjustliving
onaprayerasfaraswhereI’m
goingnext,” hesays. “Justhoping
thatsomeone givesme ashot.” ll
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SPORTING TRIALS

Trialling with __the Vin tage Spnrts L‘ar Glubis pro vmg more pnpular than ever, as Paul La wrence repnrts

A stop-and-start tes
prov1des drama

riallinghas
been around
for most of
the UK’s
motorsport
history and
the wonderful
Vintage Sports-Car Club hosts
an annual season of trials for
Pre-War cars. Justashasbeen
the casesince trialling started
morethan 100 yearsago, the
desire to pit carsagainst muddy
hillsburnsasstrongasever.
Theethosissimple. Setout up to
15hills on muddy slopes, on forest
tracksoroldlanesandtry and climb
them from a standing start. Public
road sectionslink the hills. The VSCC
isslightly quirky in thatit generally
scores thehillsfrom1to 25, sothat
theday’shighest scoreisthebest.
Tomakethings even harder on some
hills, astop andrestart can be added,
requiring carstostop andthenstart
againonamarshal’sinstructionand
some hills can even feature more
than oneroutetosuit the climbing
capabilities of different classes of car.
Onaperfecttrial, one car will
successfully climb, or clean, every
hill. Alongthe way thedriversand
passengers will bounce up and
downtotryandfind elusive gripand
maintain essential forward motion.
In cars with four seats, or even more,
synchronised bouncinghasbecome
anartform.Itisalldoneinaspiritof
sportsmanship, camaraderie and
fun thatissooftenlackingin
contemporary motorsport.
Consideringthatall of the carsare
atleast80yearsold, and the oldest
goback 115years, itisremarkable
thatthe VSCCtriallingmovement
isbooming. Demand for placesis
such thatif competitorsdon’tenter
ontheday thatentries open, they
will probably not get a slot.

Philip Milne-Taylor
uses a rare AJS

All of the events are either over-
subscribed orfull and that’s probably
the only one of the VSCC’s varied
disciplines where that applies. Of
the seven eventsthatruneach year,
mosthave a capacity of between 100
and 110cars. Only the Scottish Trial
hasasmallerfield.

Tania Brownisadirector of the
VSCCandheadsupthetrials sub-
committee. “It’sthe best way to
have funinanoldcar,” says Brown.
“The VSCCisall about competition
and we have 300 people competing
onsometrials.Itisthesoul of the
club.It’'sahuge thingfor families to
come and do, because the kids can
takepartasbouncers. Theyneed to
beover 12 yearsof agetobein the
front, but can bein the back of the
closed carsata youngerage.”

The season starts in the south-
west in February with the Exmoor
Trial and takesin the John Harris
in Derbyshire, the Herefordshire
Trial and the Scottish '
inthespring. Y i
Afterthesummer =
break, the season ,.r T
resumes with ﬂlB
hugely-popular '\.., ‘i
Welsh Trialin

' mid-Octoberand Y Bentley pushes on hard

concludes with the Lakeland and
Cotswold eventsin November. They
allhave tradition and history and
such events havelongbeen a bigpart
of the VSCC’s sporting calendar.

Importantly, the trials draw
businesstothe hosttowns and the
Welsh Trial brings the sleepy Welsh
borders town of Presteigne to life
overamid-October weekend. The
town traditionally welcomes the
trial with open arms and local
traders have abumper weekend.
Scrutineering takes over the main
street and the overnight stay on
Saturday nightfills the hotels,
pubsandrestaurants.

“Trials are generally non-
damaging and notdesigned to
breakcars,” says Brown. “Butwe
doneed some testing sections and
more ground clearance is sensible.
The cars of the 1920s and 1930s were
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Presteigne hosts
a popular event

built for rough and un-surfaced
roads so they copereally well and
itisahugely competitive branch of
thesport.”

A decent starter car, like the ever
popular Austin 7 or Ford Model A,
should be nomore than £10,000 and
running costs arelimited to fuel,
entry fees and the occasional
breakage. Costs of getting started
beyond theinitial car purchase
are also pretty modest. Licences
areinexpensive and thereisno
mandated safety kit for the crew,
although decent waterproof
clothingisessential, particularly
atthetop of the Honister Passin
the Lake District in mid-November.

Of course, there are cars that
are worth considerably more than
£10,000 and it is to the credit of those
whosupport this branch of the
sport that Bugattis and Bentleys are
still takingto the hills. Cars from
manufacturerslike MG, Vauxhall,
Alvis, Lea Francis, Riley and Singer
areall out there getting muddy.

Away from the common marques,

~ therearesomereal raritiesinaction.

The 1923 Helix two-seater
campaigned by Susan Hill
from Newtown in Mid-
Waleshasbeeninthe

family for many years andis the
only known surviving example.

Almostasrareisthe 1930 AJS two-
seater made by the company better
known forits motorcycles. Itis one
of two such cars owned and used by
Philip Milne-Taylor, who competes
alongside his two daughters.

“Itisgreattodotheseevents
alongside my daughters,” he says.
“It’sall about the camaraderie, the
fun andthe scenery.”

The oldest of thelotis the amazing
1903 Mercedes 60HP of Ben Collings,
whichisremarkably agile for a
chain-driven 115-year-old car. Itis
alsoincredibly adept at climbing
hills as the nine-litre engine chugs
along at unfeasibly low revs.

Michael New is aregular
competitorinhis 1928 Morris
Oxford Special. “Itis greatfun,
with fantastic camaraderie,” he
says. “But you have to enteron
the day thatentries arereleased.

If wedon’tgetan entry, we goand
marshal. Trials take usto some

of the most beautiful parts of the
country and to places we’d never
normally get to. It’snot terribly
expensive to compete and we drive
the car tomost events. Thisisthe
best kept secret in motorsport.”
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British Touring GCar Championship racer Rob Austin slid into the cockpit of the new Jaguar I-PACE eTrophy machine

Jaguar is the first fully
electric tin-top racer

tisveryrarethatthere
isatotalrevolutionin
motorsport, particularly
intin-tops, butJaguar
hasgrabbed electric
racing by the scruff
of theneck. The new
JaguarI-PACE eTrophy, which
will support Formula E,isset to
chargeintolifein Riyadhin Saudi
Arabiainamonth’stimeandI
waslucky enoughtogotoawet
Rockingham last week to getmy
hands on one of thenew machines
on behalf of Motorsport News.
Themainthinglthoughtl knew
aboutelectric cars wasthat the torque
was goingtobethere straight away.
Ifigured thatIwas goingtohaveto
be gentle on the throttleinitially and
the power pick up would be harsh.
Althoughitisquiteaheavy carat
twotons, it stillhas a decent amount
of power with 400PS and T00Nm
of torque which all comes from the

)

Williams Advanced Engineering-
developed powertrain.
Iwasinterested tofind out whatit
would beliketodriveacar withno
noise.IThavehadanincidentinthe
past whereIwasracingin British F3
and Ginetta G20s onthe same day at the
sametrack, andIaccidentally left my
earplugsin whenIgot fromthe single-
seater into the Ginetta. In the Ginetta,
itwastotally silentand it was the
weirdest feeling, because youcan’t hear
the engine on downshift and thingslike
that. It almost knocked me off Kilter.
Itisamazinghow much adriver
uses those senses when youareracing—
sound helps youjudge. You would
havethoughtit was alldown tofeel,
soyoudon’trealise youarereliant
onthe sound until you havelost
that sense.IthoughtIwasinforan
interestingexperienceinthe Jaguar.
Onfirstglimpse of the I-PACE, I
could tellitisaproper car:the boffins
atJaguar Special Vehicle Operations,

. who have built the chassis, have

doneareally good job
of it. Thedriverissata

1 & ' T\ _ litflebithigherupthan
-— = Iamusedto.Itsitsat
. [
e =

—

[ ]

B

P\ 1.525 metres—butthe
=== . engineershavetofit
thebattery under

wheretheseatis.
Thatleadstoabit
moreelevationin
thecockpit. Even
if my touringcar
was settothe
samerideheight
asthat, Iwould
still have tolook
uptoseeoverthe

"_-f:--

The I-PACE has an adjustable rear wing

dash, becauselam sat aslow as possible.
Yousimply can’t get thatlowinthe Jag.

Thelayoutinside the caris very
familiar-itisthe same dashboardas
the BTCC with the Cosworth datalogger.
Itfeelslike aracing car. There were lots
of buttons, and that was the additional
thingthatThadtogetusedto.lhave
neverraced a car with adjustable
Anti-lock Braking System before so
Thad those settings to play with. Also,
becauseitisafour-wheel-drive car,
there was another dial which could
shift the way the poweris delivered
from 50-50 per centfrontand rear axle
splitto65-35towards therear. There
wasalsoaregeneration map that we
didn’tuse whenIwasrunning.

In competition, the drivers will be
abletovary the car’sregeneration
levelsthroughout therace. The - PACE
guys were tellingme that they won’t
needtoregenerate throughout the
race although somedriversare
already preferringdriving with a
level of regeneration tohelp with the
retardation and stability under braking.

Oncelgotuptospeed,thefirstthing
Inoticed was thatthere wasnotalotto
do!Therearenogears—Iwassatthere
inastraightlinefeelinglikeIshould
be doing something. AllIcould dowas
wait. The power delivery was nowhere
nearasaggressiveasIhad picturedit.
Yes, thereis good torque, butit feels
pretty gentlein the way itis delivered
andthatis down tothe way the traction
control worksin conjunction with an
electric car.Itis part of the car’sbrain,
anditall worksin unison.

Itissosmooth thatitalmostfeels
likeithasnot gotalot of power, but
thatisdowntothefactthateach part

of the caristalkingtothe other bits

all the timeinterms of traction control
and thingslike that. It wasadamp
track too soon theinitial power pick-
upitwastryingto controlitself.

Again, consideringits weight, it was
extremely nimble. Itistall too so you
would expectlots of bodyroll, but there
wasnone of that. The batteryisonthe
floor, so althoughitisheavy, it stillhas
avery good centre of gravity: probably
not quiteas good asaSubaruLevorg
British Touring Car Championship
carthough...

Withnobodyroll, it was harder to
getthecartopitchintocorners. If I
was setting up a car for members of
the pressand anyoneelse todrive, I
would certainly make it understeery
andniceandsafe. Thatismaybe what’s
happened here. If it was me, I would
liketobeable to transfer the weight
onthefrontmore. You wanttoload
upthatfronttyreandIlikeabitof
oversteer—there wasnonetobehad.

Thebraking wasreally good. The
regeneration, whereitis working, is
exactly the same asengine braking.
Iwasexpectingthe brakingtobe very
numb because you had lost the sound,
youhadlost thatsense, butitreally
wasn’t. It surprised me how it didn’t feel
odd tome. Itfeltright, natural, and I
didn’t missthe sound. If anything, it
increased the feedback for me because
inthe cornersand onthedrier parts of
the circuit we wererunningon, I could
hear the tyres.If I went off linein the
wetter parts tofind some grip, I could
hear the pick-up and the hiss because
youareonthedirty partof thecircuit.I
was getting a different kind of feedback.
Itwasasurprisehow natural itfelt.

Iknow Formula E usestreaded tyres
and thatisone of the calling cards with
electric championships. Itisaboutroad
tyres, and road circuits. It was very hard
tojudgethelevel of gripfromtherubber
because of the conditions we were
runninginandIthink the carwillbea
lotmorefuninthedry. Around avery
greasy Rockingham -and Rockingham
whenitisinthatinbetween, slippery
stage—isanightmare. It would have
been better in full wet. It would be
unfair tojudge the Michelins.

They even work off-road. I will get
the driver excuses out of the way first...
Havingnever dealt with adjustable ABS
before,I cameinto the Tarzan hairpin
hammering onthe ABS-that wasfine.
Then, after afewlaps,Idecided totry
itonalower setting: it was doingless
intervention.IThitthe brakesatthesame
pointat TarzanandIdidn’teven getto
the ABS andIwas able to pull the car
up quiteabit shorterthan Ineeded. So,
onthenextlap, Ileftit onthat setting
andIbrakedalittlebitlater...Ijust
touched the ABS and onceitkickedin
itdiditsjobanditreleased the brakes—
and thereforeitjust kept goinginto
the gravel.

Itwasmaybealittlerun through
the gravel but I will tell you what: that
thinghandles alot better than my HMS
Racing AlfaRomeo Giulietta BTCC car
inthe gravel trap! Four-wheel drive,
niceride height, Michelin treaded
tyres—it was beautiful in the stones.

Despite thatlittleslip, itisareally
nice car and an easy one tohandle and
Ithink that willmake theracing very
close. Althoughit doesfeellike a proper
racingcar,it’s stillon treaded tyres and
thereisabitaboutitthat makesit quite
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likearoad car. That makesit quite
easy todriveinitially, sothereforel
think arelatively inexperienced driver
would be up to pace quite quickly.

Ten years’ worth of experienceisn’t
going tobuy you one second onlap
pace. Maybe a tenth or two, so the
grid will be quite close.

On sstreet circuits, I think that brings
auniqueelementtoit, particularly
becauseitisatouringcar-type car.
Also, when you have got toapexawall,
itisadifferentfeeling. Itishardto
judge.Iamnot sure thatinexperienced
drivers would take to that straight away
and might spread itoutabitfurther.

You have to applaud Jaguar for
embracingelectric motorsportthe
way it has. Itisthefuture, and I would
love to getinvolved withit. Itis going
tobeagood championship to watch.
Thecarsaren’ttryingtobite you.

Although the carslook big, the
dimensionsare similartoa Formula E
single-seater. The -PACE isnot that
wide-itisjustover2.1 metresacross—
sotheracing and overtaking should be
feasibleanditisnotgoingtojustbea
train of carsunable to pass each other.

It will beinterestingto see how much
of an effect the slipstreaminghas.
Withatouringcar, whenyouareina
slipstream, youlose theresistance of
theair but you alsolosenice cold fresh
airintotheintercooler which slows
the carafraction. That will not happen
inanelectriccar. Slipstream could
beamajor part of this, which will be
very interestingto see.Ican totally
picture myself lunging someonein
one of theI-PACE cars.

The guysatJaguar told methatif
the batteryis above 75 per cent, the

ALENDAR

JaguarI-PACE eTrophy calendar

DATE | TRACK

Dec 15,2018 |Riyadh, SaudiArabia
Feb 16,2019 |Mexico City, Mexico
March 10,2019 | Hong Kong

March 23,2019 | Sanya, China

April 132019 | Rome, ltaly

April 27,2019 | Paris, France

May 11,2019 | Monte Carlo, Monaco
May 25,2019 |Berlin, Germany

July 13/14,2019 | New York, America*
* = double header

regeneration doesn’tdo anything.
Itautomatically starts working —
gradually —when the battery goes
below thatlevel. Sonobody will have
regeneration initially, soif drivers
like runningit with that system on,
they will not haveit to start with.
Then they will have to balance that
withthe ABS, which does make a big
difference —especially on treaded
tyres—ontheinitial turnin.

Keeping your tyre temperature
rightisgoingtobecrucial. Treaded
tyresonatrack with atwo-ton car
could end upmelted by theend. Are
you goingto wantto start on brand
new tyres? Ideally, you want buffed
tyres. Either way, tyre management
isgoingtobean interestingone.

The events will be 25 minutes plus
onelap, andthatisadecentlength of
race and there will be plenty to keep
the driversoccupied.

Itmight seem all serene and quiet
ontheoutside, but there will beloads

| goingoninsidethe cockpit. ™

("
e

é, The seating position is
& higher up than usual
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TECHSPEC_

Jaguar 1-PACE eTrophy
Chassis: Built by Jaguar SVO; length:
4.85m;width: 2.15m; FlArollcage
Powertrain: All-wheel drive, 400PS
maximum power output, 700Nm
maximum torque, two synchronous
electric motors

Battery: Lithium-ion battery, same
asinthe Jaguarl-PACE, 90kWh

power output

Charging: Custom-made, compact
Terrafast chargers, powered by ABB
Wheels and tyres: 265/35 Zr22
Michelin Pilot Super Sport tyres,
bespoke 22-inch forged rims, treaded
tyresfor all conditions

Brakes: Bespoke AP Racing brake
system, Bosch Motorsport ABS
management system with 11 settings
to suit driver preference

Suspension: Race specification
knuckles and springs; spring rates
increased by 225 per cent front, 75
percentrear

Data acquisition: Cosworth dash
display, datalogger, data analysis
systemincluding video synchronised
overlays

Electrics: Lightweight full-race
loom; system adapted from Jaguar’'s
Formula Eracer

Aerodynamics: Frontand rear splitter,
rear diffuser and adjustable rear wing.
Additional air intakes to help with cooling
Body: lightweight, all-aluminium
structure, modified from the production-
spec to allow the fitment of the rollcage;
some production aluminium body
panels to be exchanged with composite
panels to save weight

0-60mph: 4.5 seconds

Top speed: 121mph

Photos: Jakob Ebrey Photography

Jaguar I-PACE is an easy
racer to get to grips with

The cockpit felt
_familiar for Austin
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Last year’s victor was the man to beat agam By Matt Beer

MASTERFUL'MOYERS
AKES:

Moyers has taken consecutive wins
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ntil halfway
through the 2018
Walter Hayes
Trophyfinal,’17
winner Michael
Moyerslooked
likeaman with
serenity tospare. A dominant
heat poleman and winner on
Saturday, arelatively comfortable
semi-final winner once Kevin
Mills Racing team-mate Michael
Eastwell had misfired his way
backwards, and then swiftly past
yetanother KMR Spectrum team-
mate-Julian vander Watt-tolead
thefinal from second on the grid.

Thepotential mishap of atoo-dry set-
up for the quite-wet track was averted
with alast-gasp change completed just
asthe whistle blew in the assembly area.
Moyershad thelead and the pace. Back
toback winslooked predestined.

Then cominginto afiendishly slippery
Brooklands just before half-distance,
Moyers had his only blip of the weekend.

“Iscrewed up. I probably braked five
feettoolate. Literally justtoolate,” he
said. “Thefrontslocked and I had a bit of
awobbleandIknew I hadtogostraight
on. Andmy heartjustsank.”

Even as Moyers was slithering over
therun-off area, good news for him was
unfolding behind. Jordan Dempsey,
another member of Kevin Mills’ WHT
superteam, had been a huge threat early
on-—quickly recoveringfrom a poor start

tohack through into second by the
end of thefirstlap and then hounding
Moyers. Dempsey’s overtaking

ambitions were only stymied by yellows

atthe complex after team-mate Roger
Orgee was sent spinninginto Team
USA Scholarship winner Jake Craig’s
Cliff Dempsey Racing Ray. Once that
was cleared with a safety car, two thirds
of theraceremained and Dempsey’s
“‘yes,Icanhaveagoathimnow!””
intentions weremade very clear with a
biglook down theinside at Brooklands.

Butnext time around, Dempsey was
attacked for second by a charging Joey
Foster justas Moyers went off in front
of them.

“He[Foster]just understeeredinto
me and biffed me off,” said Dempsey.
“Butit’sthe Walter Hayes final, I can
excuseit.”

With Dempsey following Moyers
across therun-off, and otherslosing
momentum behind the incident,
Moyersrejoined the track toapleasant
surprise: rather than having tumbled
down into the midfield, “it was just
Joeyinfrontof me”.

Moyersalsohad timetothink
where’s Joey come from? That’s
typical Joey...”” when heremembered
thenew leader had started way down
in 11th, before quickly deciding he
had toimmediately attack to avoid
gettingdrawn into a battle that would
allow the pack to swamp them.

Foster thought he had Moyers

113

White’s final ended in disappointment as contact with Cooper left him out

covered “forafraction of asecond”
but “knewIhad afighton my hands”
when he saw how much the Spectrum
gained on him through Copse.
Ontotheback straight, Foster
thought “he’snot goingtogoforit
straight away, surely?” butthat was
exactly what Moyers did—-diving
totheinside at Brooklands and
reclaimingfirst place precisely where
hehadlostitjust onelapearlier.
Stilllearning about the quick but set-
up-sensitive Firman he hasrecently
takenon, Foster’s pace would fade as
therace wenton. Healsofell down the
order when taken wide at Brooklands
by Festival winner Josh Smith, who
had charged through from ninth while
grappling with tricky brake bias on
his Oldfield Van Diemen thatled to
the brush with Foster and an eventual
exitbackwardsinto the Copse gravel.
Foster and Smith going off-course
together opened the door for Matt
Cowley toappearinsecond. Back
from Americatoleadthe charge of
the Dolan team that had dominated
the National Championship with the
absent Niall Murray, Cowley had
already made epic progress from the
Last Chancerace and was benefiting
from a Van Diemen with adry-leaning
set-up onanimprovingtrack.
ButMoyershad thingsin hand.
Giving himself “take a deep breath
every lap, keep calm,I've gotitunder
control” instructionsin the cockpit,

heinched intoasmalladvantage as
Cowley found himself very busy with
therecovering Dempsey.

“Iwassoclosetothedream
weekend,” said Cowley, havingfallen
0.978 seconds shy of victory. “But
considering we weren’teven in the
semi-finals at the start of today tobe
battlingfor theleadinthefinal and
comingsecond was great.”

Third-placed Dempsey wasleft “a
bitannoyed” ashe—-rightly —felthe
had the pacetowin, butreadily
conceded that Moyers had been
“top classall weekend”.

While Mills’s crew celebrated afourth
WHT winineight years, it was quiet
next door at Cliff Dempsey Racing—so
often KMR’smainrival at thisevent.
With Craigtaken out, Nico Gruber
retiring with damage, and the very
rapid James Clarke adisconsolatelast
after spinning, CDR’s best finisher was
Team USA’s Colin Mullanin 12th.

Two of the three drivers with the best
victory shots had scooted straight on at
Brooklands onlap one-final polesitter
vander Watt and the ever-combative
Oliver White. Van der Watt’s weekend
eventually ended in the pits straight
gravel after atap ontherear through
Woodcote, but the South African was
still ecstatic about his performance.

Promisingbutlow-key on his UK FF1600

debutinlast year’s Festival, van der
Wattreturned emboldened froma
rookie season in USF2000 and shone.

SRR

Foster (r) was Moyer’s main challenger

White’s Souley Motorsport Medina
wasinthethick of thingsupfrontall
weekend but was beached at Luffield
after a collision with Luke Cooper.

Fostermadeitback tofourth ahead
of Cowley’s Dolan team-mate Chris
Middlehurst and Cooper—-who was
stymied during the whole event by an
engine generously loaned by Swift
Cooper team-mate Alan Slater, but
originally prepared forrecentracing
returnee Slater’s Historic Nike and
notuptochallengingfora WHT win.

Scottish champion Ross Martin,
lastyear’s WHT runner-up Josh
Fisher, Eastwell and lead B-M driver
Tom McArthur completed the top 10.
McArthurhad starred all weekend
and spent the early laps as Moyers
and Dempsey’s main chaser before
“arushof bloodtothehead” after
losing ground at the safety carrestart
sent him wide and down the order.
Healsohad aslowing-down lap
brush with Middlehurst that was
investigated by officials, but over
whichnoaction was taken.

Fisher was “over themoon” with
eighth given thathe had started the
dayneartheback of the Progression
race grid, but Eastwell couldn’t decide
how hefeltaboutninth. That was
understandable, his team boss Mills
reckoning Eastwell was potentially
thefastest of all hisdriversinthe
Sunday afternoon conditions had he
been abletostartupfront.

O;gee (r) was sent
spinning by Craig
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Unexpected names top the heats as Saturday races feature surprising results

If you were going to pick possible heat
winners before the weekend, Felix
Fisher, Julian van der Watt and Rory
Smith were perhapsnot at the top of
thelist. But all three triumphed as the
Saturday races produced some
surprisingresults.

Fisher did benefit from a huge slice of
luck to win heat twoin his TM Racing
Ray. Jordan Dempsey and Matt Cowley
had aclose battle for thelead, with
Dempsey holding the advantage into
lap seven of the eight. But then into
Brooklands the pair collided and spun.

Dempsey described Cowley’s
move as “stupid”, saying: “Matt just
went for a gap that wasn’t there. An
experienced driver would know that
it’s goingto close.I don’t know what
he was thinking.”

Cowley countered: “Idarted right
and then back on theinside and I
think he thoughtIwas on the outside
stilland didn’t leave me enough room.”

Cowley and Dempsey weren’t the only

ones in the wars, as Sebastian Job spun
his B-M Van Diemen at Becketts on the

openinglap while Tom Brown rolled his
Van Diemen RF'79 (see news) on the final

To qualify on pole for
theWalter Hayes
Trophyissome
achievement.And to
do sowhenyou’ve only
gotafractionofthe
experience ofracing
inFormulaFord in the
UKofyourrivals, is
evenmore impressive.
That’swhat South
African]Julianvan
derWattachievedlast
weekend.Yes, hehas
raced inUSF2000 this
yearbutitwasstilla
fine result.Itwas just
ashame hisfinal
ended inthe gravel
onthe pitstraight.

For those who falter on the first
day of the WHT, Sunday morning
provides an opportunity for
redemption. Unusually, only
three drivers of note needed the
get out of jail card afforded by
the repechage system.

Josh Fisher and Sebastian Job
made short work of getting to the
front of the Progression race, and
were making serene progress to
the next stage until contact at
Brooklands on the final lap caused
Job to spin, but he retained second.

Job tracked Fisher through the
Last Chancerace, too, but this
time behind Matt Cowley, who
had earlier outbraked Jack Kemp’s
Ray at Becketts to take the lead.

The trio safely moved into the
semi-finals, but Job’s progress —
and his first season of racing —
ended in the firstlast-72 race,
with an early off at Becketts
causing gearbox damage.

One of the heat winners was
also eliminated in that contest. A
distributor issue prevented Felix
Fisher from taking the restart of
arace halted when Vincent Jay’s
Ray became stranded at Maggotts.
Before thered flag he had survived
a collision with Stuart Gough, who
in turn had been touched by Luke

tour at the same corner after clashing
with Paul Mason’s Swift SC94.

Heat three didn’t look the most
exciting on paper, with it seemingly
lacking major contenders, butit ended
up being one of the most entertaining.
South African van der Watt, Tom
McArthur, Scottish champion Ross
Martin and Carter Williams (Ray)
were close throughout, with van der
Watt eventually prevailing after
Martinled initially.

“What a heat!” enthused Martin.
“That was thefirst properraceI've had
sinceIraced herelast year.In Scotland
youdon’tgetraceslike that.”

Smith also had to work hard for his
win in heat five, just keeping Team
USA driver Jake Craigand three-time
Hayes winner Joey Foster at bay.

There was another slightly surprising
victorin thefinal heat too. Festival
winner Josh Smith was on a charge on
the openinglap, passing Nico Gruber
around the outside of Copse and Ollie
White at Brooklands. But hislead only
lasted untillap three when a missed
gear on the pit straight cost him dear
and allowed Roger Orgee, who hashad

little competitive action this year,

through to win narrowly from White.
Aless unexpected winner was Chris

Middlehurstin the opening heat.

Michael Eastwell led the early stages
but—just two weeks after his Festival

heartbreak —amissed gear onlap

four damaged his engine and allowed

Middlehurst to get ahead, although
the Team Dolan racer reckoned he
had the pace to win anyway.

Butin a worse position was Josh

Fisher. Having already qualified at the
back after an oil leak in qualifying, he
then spun off at Becketts on the final lap
havingjust passed the ailing Eastwell.

The most predictable heat winner
of them all, however, camein the
fourth contest aslast year’s victor
Michael Moyers was dominant,
with Ivor McCullough’s Van Diemen
snatching second from Stuart
Gough’s Oldfield-run machine
with two lapsremaining.

While Moyers was looking
ominously untroubled, Josh
Fisher, Joband Cowley all had
plenty todo toreach the final.

Stephen Lickorish
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‘Felix Fisher won after

huge slice of luck’
WHT heat report, below

Photos: Steve Jones, Jakob Ebrey

Rory S

Pre ’82 Final for the
Carl Hamer Trophy: Ed
Thurston (Merlyn Mk20A)
Final: Michael Moyers

Walter Hayes Trophy
Heat 1: Chris Middlehurst
(Van Diemen LA10)

Heat 2: Felix Fisher

(Ray GR08)

Heat 3: Julian van der Watt
(Spectrum 011C)

Heat 4: Michael Moyers
(Spectrum 011C)

Heat 5: Rory Smith
(Medina Sport JL18)
Heat 6: Roger Orgee
(Spectrum 011C)
Progression race: Josh
Fisher (Van Diemen JL14)

HSCC Closed Wheel
Allcomers Race
Vic Nutter (Osella PA3)

BWRDC Ladies’ Closed
Wheel

Scratch: Natalie McGloin
(Porsche Cayman S)
Handicap: Katie Milner

Last Chance race: Matt (Ginetta G40 GT5)
Cowley (Van Diemen JL13) HSCC 0

Al pen Wheel
I\SII?JI;:; rSfmal 1: Michael Allqumers Race
Semi-final 2: Julian Van David Thorburn (Ralt RT3)
der Watt .
Pre '93 Final for the g:"’efzfa;‘if Al"cﬂ'"m
Janet Cesar Trophy: Ri:t?:r i Wis:e
Callum Grant X
(Van Diemen RF91) (Chiron LMP)

ALS
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Brooklands spin for Craig allowed van der Watt to win the second semi-final

Cooper on the approach to
Becketts. Gough was also ruled out.
In the first part of the race
Michael Eastwell made rapid
progress from row three to be
second by the end of the opening
lap, but he was stymied by a
breakage inside a spark plug and
he could salvage only 12th.
Meanwhile, Michael Moyers
continued his strong campaign
with a clear win over Jordan
Dempsey - who started from row

six and did most of the hard work
before the stoppage —and James
Clarke, who was only one place
ahead of the Irishman on the
original grid.

Most impressive of all, though,
was Cowley, up from 28th to take
fourth position on the third of
fourlapsin part two of the race,
demoting heat one winner Chris
Middlehurst, who was struggling
for grip as the rain fell.

The second semi-final didn’t

result in any high profile
departures, but two of the three
heat winners were left dissatisfied.
The one that wasn’t was Julian
van der Watt, who sealed the lead
at Becketts on the opening lap and
held it until he lost it to Jake Craig
there on the final lap, only for the
American to spin down to 11th
position at Brooklands, handing
the South African victory.

Ollie White was runner-up from
Tom McArthur, Nico Gruber and
Josh Smith, but fifth heat winner
Rory Smith had looked set to take
second for much of the race. On
lap seven he edged Joey Foster
onto the grass at Copse, causing
the Firman to jump out of gear
and the Cornishman to drop back
to seventh. Two laps later, Smith
went wide there himself and spun,
eventually recovering to 10th.

Two places ahead of him, Roger
Orgee finished eighth having
earlier made “the worst start of
my career” to drop into the frantic
scrap for the minor placings,
from which he never emerged.
Josh Fisher’s progress stuttered,
but he survived to take 14th
after a bash from a remorseful
Colin Mullan.

ith was another of the less expected heat winners

Ian Sowman

Grant the master of
older machinery

As well asfinishing a strong
15th in the overall final, Callum
Grant also won the Pre ’93
final in his Van Diemen RF91.

Grant, who normally races
aMerlyn MKk20, finished 12s
ahead of Richard Tarling,
despite only having driven
the car a handful of times
before therace. Tarling, in
hisnew Jamun M92, made a
superbrecovery drive after
droppingtothe back of the
pack from second place on
the grid. He had struggled for
grip off the startline and had
contact at the first corner.

Further back, Pirelli
engineer Doug Crosbie’s Van
Diemen RF89followed Tarling
past ascrapping Jaap Blijleven
(Reynard 89F) and Nicolas
Beloou (Van Diemen RF91).
Crosbie had qualified fourth
but was initially passed by the
flying Blijleven and Beloou.

The Pre ’82 final resulted
in another dominant win,
from Ed Thurston this time.
This was Thurston’sfirst time
outinaMerlyn Mk20A, run by
Classic Team Merlyn. He was
followed quite closely by Mark
Armstrongin his Van Diemen
RF80but the Irishman was
unable to get within passing
range. Rick Morris was third
driving a patched-up Royale
RP29, seven seconds behind
havingnot quite keptin touch
with the front two.

Vic Nutter won the HSCC
Closed Wheel Allcomers
race, capitalising on erstwhile
leader David Wale missing a
gearin his Mallock to sneak
hisred Osella PA3into the
lead on the penultimate lap.
Natalie McGloin (Porsche
Cayman)wonthe BWRDC
Ladies’ race onscratch after
aspirited battle with Katie
Milner’s Ginetta, but Milner
won on handicap.

Rachel Harris-Gardiner
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NATIONAL HOT RODS

KEW WINS THE INAUGURAL ANGIE
ROWE MEMORIAL SHOWDOWN

National Hot Rods:
Hednesford Hill

By Graham Brown

Organiser: Incarace When: November 4 Where:
Hednesford Hills Raceway Starters: 33.

Jason Kew swepttovictoryin
the last World Series round of
theyear as well as lifting the
magnificent new Angie Rowe
Memorial Trophy to adorn his
mantelpiece forayear.

Gavin Murray and Shane Bland
followed Kew homein thefinal,
while heat honoursfell to Jack
Blood and Ralph Sanders.

A packed grid took to the track for
the openingheat, the entry swollen
by anumber of visitors. A steady
drizzlemade surethe wet track
stayed that way, and most cars were
onamixture of slicks and wets.

Shaun Taylor was thefirstto
show with Russ Wilcox, Alistair
Lowe and Ivan Grayson allin the
vanguard, but there were battles
goingon throughout the order with
al3-carpack scrappingoverthe
minor places at one point. It was
Blood who broke free of therestto
chasedown theleaders,and the
fired-up Vauxhall man barrelled
around the outside to take Wilcox
and then Taylor half alaplater.

With theleader pulling clear
interest centred on the fight for
second. Although well back in the

mix, RobMcDonald and Billy Wood
were both charging up the order.
With the passingof half distance,
McDonald had madeit through
tosixth and just kept on going,
eventually taking the flagsecond
albeit along way back from Blood,
while Colin Smith took third about
half a carlength up on Andy Lane.

Heat two wasjust as crowded and
equally frantic. Grayson got away
first this time and quickly left the
early opposition behind. But with
the surface still treacherous,
experience begantocountand
there aren’t many Hot Rod drivers
with more of that than Sanders.
The West Countryman held off the
other placemen to go second, and
then carved into Grayson’slead
before going ahead atthe East bend.

There was a good deal of three-
wideracing goingon further back
butit was Smith’s BMW that broke
away fromtherest tochase the
leader down. Infact, Smithisone
of thefew whorival Sandersin the
experience stakes and he spent the
rest of therace whittlingdown the
gap. He was almost on terms starting
thelastlap but never got any nearer
than that, the pair crossing the line
well clear of third man Blood.

With Blood having garnered
poleforthefinal, few were betting
againsthimmakingitabrace of
wins and sure enough he shot away

atthe greenflag, leaving Smith,
McDonald, Sanders, Kew and
Murray to decide who had correctly
guessed the best set-up for the still
grip-lessand slimy track surface.
Wood was goingin theright
directionfor a while until hisrun
stalled and he began tolose places
again. Instead it was Kew who
doggedly kept the pressure on Smith
until he was rewarded with second.
Blood was still romping away at
thefront, picking off backmarkers
easily and generally looking pretty
secure. However, Kew inexorably
began to close down theleader’s
advantage until he settled onto
Blood’s tail shortly before mid-
distance. Kew continued his
policy of steadily pressurising
the opposition untilhe was finally
abletoslipdown Blood’sinside
alongtheback straight.
Thenewleader had just
started to pull away when he was
interrupted by the only yellow
flag of the whole meeting, Sanders
having cometoastopina very
dodgy spot. The closed up order for
therestart allowed Murray to get
animmediate jump on Blood to
snatch second, and had alsonow
brought Bland into the mix, the
track conditions seemingly coming
tohim asthelapsran out, with
Smith, McDonald and Blood all
falling victim to Bland’s late charge.

M
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Kew (above and inset)
was the class of the field

Heat one: 1 Jack Blood (Vauxhall Tigra);
2 Rob McDonald (Vauxhall Tigra); 3 Colin
Smith (BMW Z4); 4 Andy Lane (Ginetta
GAOR); 5 Shaun Taylor (Vauxhall Tigra);
6 Ralph Sanders (Vauxhall Tigra); 7 Billy
Wood (Vauxhall Tigra); 8 Lewis Shelley

(Vauxhall Tigra). Heat two: 1 Sanders;

2 Smith; 3 Blood; 4 Gavin Murray (Vauxhall
Tigra); 5 Jason Kew (Ginetta G40R);

6 Paul Gomm (Vauxhall Tigra); 7 McDonald;
8 Shane Bland (Vauxhall Tigra). Final:

1 Kew; 2 Murray; 3 Bland; 4 McDonald;

5 Smith; 6 Chris Haird (Vauxhall Tigra);

7 Blood; 8 Adam Maxwell (Vauxhall Tigra);
9 Wood; 10 Kym Weaver (Vauxhall Tigra).
Standings (after 7/14 rounds):

1 McDonald 285; 2 Kew 269; 3 Haird 267;
4 Murray 248; 5 Wood 231; 6 Weaver 230.
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Croft returns in 2019
as British RX sign-off

Croft will return to being the
host venue for the final round
of the British Rallycross
Championshipnext season
while Silverstone will hold
justoneround of the series.

The 2019 season will be held over
eightrounds in seven weekends
starting at Silverstone in March
before visiting Lydden Hill for the
traditional Easter Bank Holiday
Monday round in April.

As with the World Championship,
British RX will use the wing
paddock forits 2019 round. A
now customary double-header
weekend will be held at Pembrey
in June, where the circuit will
berunin opposite directions
across the two days.

The Lydden August Bank Holiday
stop-off remains on the schedule
for round five, before a single-day
visitto Pembrey is sandwiched
by a pair of Croft events at the
conclusion of the season, with
thefinal round taking place at

By HalRidge Formulal,NASCAR, FormulaE,
and afour-yearrallycross
championshiprun, including
theinaugural ARX title this year—
andI’'mthrilled that the next
chapterfor me will be hereinthe
USwiththe Subaruteaminthe
Americas Rallycross series.”
The35-year old Formula E
podium-finisher appeared on
the podium at each of thefour
ARXroundsthisseason,and
wontwice. Hebegan his
campaign with asecond place
finish at Silverstone in May to
team-mate Tanner Foust, but
will switch toa Subaru WRX STI
with developmentled by British
engineer Jonathan Carey for next
season. Thesquad isyettofinish
onthe podiuminthenew series.
“Subaruisateamontherise
in ARX,” said Speed.
“I'malsoexcited tojoin Sandell
and Atkinson—two of the top
driversinthe sport, who showed
serious paceinthe WRX STI
thisseason.”

Former Formula 1 driver
Scott Speed has switched
from the Volkswagen Andretti
Rallycross team with which
he has claimed four straight
titles to drive for Subaru’s
works rallycross effort

in Americas Rallycross
nextyear.

Theformer Toro Rosso driver
won the first Americas Rallycross
. titlein2018racinga Volkswagen
Beetle, following a hat-trick of
crownsin thenow defunct
American-based Global
Rallycross Championship.

He willnow join former
World Rally Championship
driversPatrik Sandell and
Chris Atkinsonin the Vermont
. Sports Car-operated Subaru
Rally Team USA squad.

“I'mexcited toofficially
announcemy racing plansfor
' the2019season,” said Speed.
“TI'veraced all over the world -

Speed will
have fresh seat

the end of October.

CALENDAR]
British Rallycross Watergate Bay hillclimb to hecome an annual event as 2019 date is revealed
Championship
Organisers of the closed-road Watergate ~ competitorsand better viewingfor adatefor2019and thereturn of the
March 24 Silverstone Bay Speed Hillclimb in Cornwall have fansthroughoutthe course. Next Watergate Bay Speed Hillclimb.
April 22 Lydden confirmed that it will become an annual year’s contestis scheduled to take “Theentire committee worked
June 22 Pembrey fixture and take placefor asecond time place on September14/15. tirelessly to ensure the debut event was
June 23 Pembrey in2019. The inaugural event featured 90 drivers asuccessandIwasso very proud that
August 26 Lydden After asuccessful firsteventin each day competing on the 720-metre wemanaged to dothat consideringit
September 8 Croft September this year, promoters course which uses the B3276 coastroad wasthefirstevent of itskind in the
September 22 Pembrey Truro and District Motor Club, Newquay between Padstow and Newquay. country. Welearned very fastand
October 27 Croft Auto Club and Plymouth Motor Club Truro and District MC competition that means we can now take our

arealsolooking at making changesto secretary Dave Brenton, said: “It’s very experiencesintonext year and make

it bigger and better than before.”

Carswill returnto Cornish roads

BRISCA F'1

The Wainmans complete podium lock-out at Stoke

thehill to offer a greater challenge for excitingto be able toformally announce

BRITISH RALLYCROSS CHAVMIPIONSHIP

Higgins delivers the

BriSCA F1: Stoke

By Colin Casserley

Organiser: Startrax When: November 3 Where: Stoke Starters: 35

Frankie Wainman Jr hasone hand on the
National Series Shootout trophy aftera
convincingfinal win at Stoke. Wainman
Jrcametotheeventtied atthetopof the
standings with Stuart Smith Jr afterlast
week’s events. However, injury meant
Smith Jr wasforced to miss the meeting
and he willnotreturn for the remainder
of the contest.

The Stokeresult created afirstin the
64-year history of stock cars when the top
three places were filled by members of the
same family. Wainman Jr was followed
home by his brother Danny Wainman
with Frankie’s son Frankie Wainman
Junior Jr completing the podium places.

Therace was halted on the openinglap
when Neil Scriven and Nigel Harrhy both
rolled their machines. Attherestart, Sam
Jacklin grabbed thelead while the multi-
car pile-up slowed thefield. Wainman Jr
was able tobarge his way through the
melee and track down Jacklin. He took
thelead just after the halfway point.

Danny Wainman battled with Wainman
Junior Jrbefore nudging his way into
second in the closing stages.
“Itwasahecticstart;I had alittle bit
of luck getting through the pile-up,”
said winner Wainman Jr. “But when
IgotintotheleadIjusttriedtodrive
conservatively and not take any chances.
It’sgreat tohave the family take the top
three spots, but when we get out on the
trackitiseach manforhimself.”
Frankie Wainman Junior Jr added:
“IFrankie]mightbemy dadbutif Thad
caught him, I would knock him out the
way like any other driver. It’sjustheis
fasterthan me atthe moment andIhave
nothadthechancetobeat him yet!”
Danny Wainman moves into second
in the Shootout points chartahead of Mat
Newson, who had a disastrous meeting
at Stoke, failing to qualify for thefinal.
However, with 40 marks separatingthe
top three and a possible 90 points on offer
atthe Shootoutfinale on Sunday at Belle
Vue, the titleis still up for grabs.

Results

1 Frankie Wainman Jr; 2 Danny Wainman; 3 Frankie Wainman
Junior Jr; 4 Lee Fairhurst; 5 Karl Hawkins; 6 Paul Hines; 7 Mark
Woodhull; 8 Phoebe Wainman; no other finishers.

Wainmanleads the race for the silver roof ahead of the Belle Vue finale

victory his title needed

British Rallycross
Championship

By Hal Ridge

Organiser: BARG/LHMC When: November 4 Where: Silverstone
Starters: 70.

Mark Higgins entered thefinal round
of the British Rallycross Championship
at Silverstone knowing victory was
required if he was tolift his fourth MSA
British title, and hisfirstrallycross
crownin hismaiden season.

Hiseventstarted wellin Q1 as the
Manxman passed both of histitle
rivals Ollie O’Donovan and then
Julian Godfrey with two accomplished
outbrakingmovesinto thefirst corner
onsuccessive lapsto setthe best time.

That first turn was then the Albatec
Racingdriver’sundoingin Q2 when he
lost his Peugeot 208 as World RX regular
Oliver Bennett set thefastest time.

Bennett was again quickestin
Q3asrainhit Silverstone’s Stowe
rallycrosslayout, with Higgins second
tonetapoleposition startforthe
semi-finals.

It wasthat stage of the event where
pace-setting Bennett’s run would end
ashe wasforced to stop with therear
of his Ford Fiesta onfire. Returning
2016 British RX champion Dan
Rooke took the win.

In semi-final two, the three title
protagonistslined up on thefront row
and it was pointsleader O’Donovan who
madethebest start from the outside to
takethelead. In slippery conditions,
the title contendershad elected for dry
tyresand as each of the runners took
their compulsory joker laps, Higgins
climbed to the frontas O’Donovan
dropped to third.

Thatmeant O’Donovan would line
up on the second row for thefinal, with

Higgins won the BRX
® title in fine style

Higginson pole. The three-time British
Rally champion duly took thelead of
thefinal at the start,as O’Donovan
made the bestlaunch but was hungout
onthe outside of the pack and dropped
behind Pat DoranintheruntoTurn2.

Doran then climbed another position
when Rooke spun at the loose surface
hairpin. In an attempt toremove
himself from the traffic, O’Donovan
took hisjoker at thefirst opportunity,
followed by Steve Hill, but the pair
returned tothe main circuit behind
Mike Manning’s Fiesta and began to
droptime.

Having started on the outside of
thefrontrow, five-time champion
Godfrey jokered onlaptwoand
dropped behind Doran as Higgins
up front extended his margin with
acommanding performance.

With a penultimate-lapjoker, Higgins
maintained hislead to win his third
event of the season and wrap up the
championship. Godfrey finished second
andjust missed out on a sixth crown
while O’Donovan’s fourth place finish
was two places down on where he
needed to be to stop Higgins taking the
biggest prize of the year. Rooke finished
fifth with Hill sixth and Manning father-
and-son pairing Mike and Liam
Manning completing the finalists.

Former Supernational champion

Dave Bellerby made a one-off return to
the classand beat regulars Jack Thorne
and 2018 champion Tristan Ovenden
for victory, while Tom Constantine
bettered younger brother Luke to
Junior class victory and the title.
Martin Hawkes and Tom Llewellin
claimed their first wins of the season
in the BMW Mini and Swift Sport
classes, while Ford Escort driver
Ray Morgan won the Retro Rallycross
final. Chrissy Palmer passed Leo
Forster to win the RX150 buggy class
and maintain his clean sheetin 2018.

Results

British Rallycross: 1 Mark Higgins (Peugeot 208); 2 Julian
Godfrey (Mitsubishi Mirage) +6.075s; 3 Pat Doran (Citroen C4);
4 Ollie 0’'Donovan (Ford Fiesta); 5 Dan Rooke (Ford Focus);

6 Steve Hill (Mitsubishi Evo).

Supernational: 1 Dave Bellerby (Lotus Exige); 2 Jack Thorne
(Renault Twingo) +0.582s; 3 Tristan Ovenden (Renault Clio);

4 Paul Coney (Vauxhall Corsa); 5 Darren Scott (Citroen C2);

6 Vincent Bristow (BMW E46).

Junior: 1 Tom Constantine; 2 Luke Constantine +1.378s;

3 Patrick 0’Donovan; 4 Kristiane Hvaal Engh; 5 Ben Sayer;

6 James Constantine.

Suzuki Swift: 1 Tom Llewellin; 2 Dominic Flitney +1.898s;

3 Simon Ovenden; 4 Christopher Scott; 5 Nikita Abramov;

6 Max Weatherley.

RX150: 1 Chrissy Palmer; 2 Leo Forster +1.178s; 3 Jami
Kalliomaki; 4 Stephen Jones; 5 Hal Ridge; 6 Luke Woodham.
BMW Mini: 1 Martin Hawkes; 2 Dave Ward +1.764s; 3 David
Bell; 4 Andrew Hawkes; 5 Bradley Durdin; 6 Frankie Helliwell
Retro: 1 Ray Morgan (Escort); 2 Rob Gibson (MG Metro 6R4)
+0.148s; 3 James Harrold (VW Beetle); 4 Gary Dixon (Vauxhall
Astra); 5 John Cross (Lancia Stratos); 6 Paul Easterbrook
(Toyota MR2).
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HAVE YOUR SAY

MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters

MN SAYS...
A good news week for rallying fans

Two significant steps will bring this branch of motorsport into sharp focus

This is certainly an interesting week for rally fans with two slices of very good news indeed. The first of these is the announcement that the
official launch of the 2019 World Rally Championship will take place at the Autosport International Show at the NEC in Birmingham next
January on one of the public days. Fans will be able to get up close to the stars and the cars.

Then there is the fact that organisers and officials who have the power to revive the Circuit of Ireland have been to visit a modern round of the WRC. The
trip to Rally of Spain by leading personnel, including politicians, means that the door must be ajar when it comes to a willingness to make something
happen in Ireland and Northern Ireland.

Given the strength of rallying in England, Northern Ireland and the Repubilic of Ireland, this is no more than the fans deserve. Each event will get the welcome
reception they deserve and go to underline the passion of the home-grown fans.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)
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John Henderson captured this classic Jaguar pushing hard at Anglesey recently

Mike Griffin from the

S e

Neil Howard Stage

T o i i s o 7R

Josh Jones’s shot from Wales Rally GB

Richard Salisbury’s photograph of the Neil Howard Stages from the 2017 season

Robert Ingham’s Historic Formula Ford 1600 shot from the last round at Silverstone

DGOT AN OPINION? > > > LET US KNOW: LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK ]
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It’s the Brazilian Grand Prix this , A e _ el e A=l e : :
weekend —an event that has a history
of producing some dramaticraces.
And, ahead of this year’sinstalment,
you can watch a couple of Classic
Brazilian encounters on Sky Sports F1.
There have been anumber of
wet races at Interlagos and the
2003 edition was one of the most
entertaining andled toavery
surprisingresult-eventually. Catch

Newby won Pokerstars Rallyin’17

all the action from a day when even : RACING
Michael Schumacher was caught - : . SATURDAY/SUNDAY
out on Wednesday (2100-2315hrs). - . : MBrandsHatch, Kent

Further back in time, there was . : P - = L st - : MSVR meeting: Formula Vee, FF1600,
another tense contestin 1991, as N . : L T R S ik . Victor Meldrew Saloons, Trackday Trophy, :
Ayrton Sennaproduced aherculean <. 2 i - L e ST . ol - i Trackday Championship, Radical SR1, :

effort to win his home race despite
severe gearbox woes (Thursday,

Allcomers Starts Saturday, racing from
1140hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs)

2100-2200hrs). s . : i Sunday, racing from 1220hrs (qualifying ~ :
Butif you’d prefer more historic et - = == i < : from 1000hrs) Admission adult £16, :

carsthan that, there’s another "_"""',._- . under 13 free Web msv.com Contact

chance to catch action from the : 08434539000

Grand Prix de Monaco Even Schumacher (r) was caught out during treacherous Brazilian Grand Prixin2003  : mAnglesey, NorthWales

Historique earlier this year on
Saturday (1645-1845hrs, Eurosport 2).
And finally, the Porsche Supercup
season reached its conclusion in
Mexicolast month. Tofind out who

. Race of Remembrance

. Starts Saturday, qualifying from

. 0900hrs, racing from 1500hrs Sunday,

: racing from 0900hrs Admission adult :
: £12childfree Web angleseycircuit.com :

NASCAR Cup:
Phoenix
W Race: Sunday, 1900-

took title glory, tune in on Saturday 2330hrs, Premier Sports : Contact01407811400
(1315-1345hrs, Eurosport 2). :
: RALLY :
—  : FRIDAY/SATURDAY :

: mIsle of Man :
l' VE F 1 Pokerstars Rally

Starts 1800hrs Admission free

: ; Web manxautosport.org
: Brazilian Grand : 1345-1515hrs : :
: Prix Sky Sports : M Qualifying: Saturday, : SPORTING SCENE :
: F1 HD coverage : 1655-1845hrs : SUNDAY :
: MDrivers’ press conference: : MRace:Sunday, 1630-1930hrs : M BelleVue, Manchester :
¢ Thursday, 1300-1330hrs : : BriSCAF1 :
: MFP1:Friday, : Channel 4 HD : Starts 1530hrs Admission TBAWeb

8 © 1245-1450hrs : highlights : brisca.com
. EFP2:Friday, : M Qualifying: Saturday, Z

| | 1645-1850hrs : 2045-2215hrs : Details correct at time of press but :
: EFP3:Saturday, : MRace:Sunday, 2230-0045hrs ! please check before travelling
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FOR SALE Duratec 2.5 318 bhp engine

Built from new block, steel rods and crank,
Omega pistons, Cosworth roller barrels,
Pace dry sump system, Omex ignition,
Big Valve Cosworth head.

Four races from new, won all four.
Engine still in car and can be heard running.
Comes complete and ready to bolt into car.

£11,500 ovno Contact Jeff 01661 821879 / 07733 137309

Dunnell Engines

____ ES

DURATEC | ZETEC
ENGINE ENGINE
» 2.0-2.5 Litre : »1.6,1.8 & 2.0 Litre

» 200-340 BHP » 188-275 BHP

Full range of engine components for:
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES

Call or buy online!
QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK

01509 4 3

>SIMPSON jj
Roce ExhPhausts
The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

Follow Us
twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts

Like Us
facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

01753532222 |/ Simpson Exhausts

ra \
(Alloywheelrepairs.com |

« Repairs to aluminium and magnesium
wheels and castings.

+ Wheels chemically stripped, fine
bead blasted and powder coated.

+Wheels inserted and PCD and
offset altered.

( Chevette )

» Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

+ HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll
cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works
spec.

+ 40 years of experience to share.

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA

——

01904 703 863,

wwwwwwww.dunnellengines.com /i1

Tel: +44 (0) 1449 677 726 E-Mail: info@dunnellengines.com
Unit 10 Tomo Business Park, Tomo Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 5EP, England

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR NEW
PRODUCTS AND
SERVICES IN
OUR NEXT ISSUE
CALL

0203
405 8109

MITSUBISHI "S-

Grp N, R4,
B13 / Open Class

Tel 01524 761398

Large amount of
parts held in stock
ready for immediate
despatch View our
online catalogue at

wayneSis@aoI.com
www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk

Vehicle
Wiring
Products

We supply a
comprehensive range of
wiring products for repair,
modification or complete
rewire to your vehicle

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.
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01327 858 O0OG | DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www.mardigras.co.uk WWW.REVOLUTIONWHEELS.COM

DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB www.performanceclutch.co.uk E INFO@RWIL.ORG.UK / T +44 (0) 1623 860000 / MOB +44 (0) 7702 845264

MOTO RSPO RT

@@M@S fg\c;m c22%00

High quality, reliable, qmei ﬁ ¢ﬁ24o LTR/HR
7@?? '£52 00 Used by professionals 7", , 210 LTR/HR @ 3BAR

0580 464070
**Pd:,_

MOTORSPORT
£72.20

(P3018.1) £56.00
REplacesBosch05801254191 1

" 264 LTR/HR
® J"zzs LTR/HR @ 3BAR
= Replaces: Bosch 0580,254 979

, . ..378 LTR/HR
Z318'LTR/HR @ 3BAR

ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT @ 20%

Replace 50 )50 2 U044

v Tel: 01784 493 555 www.glencoeltd.co.uk Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk
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IPants¥S pavesIGaRallyIEquipment:
Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888

UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2QJ

Ly esig

Bl K23 www.rallydesign.co.uk Tl By

See RALLY DESIGN on STANDS 3752 & 3754 : 2
Come und

+AUTOSPORT

IiMTEE WA TiD AL

THE RACING |

v
M B.’i’a’gﬁ{ 2019

CAR SHOW Mk1 Mexico front wing, LH or RH each £265.22 £318.27
Cﬂw Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, std, each £72.10 £86.52
Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, RS2000  each L175.00 £210.00

NEC BIRMINGHAM 10-13 JANUARY 2019

ATLAS AXLE PARTS, BLACKLINE

Atlas plate style diff, historic spec. with “Boreham” mods,
18 tooth side gears £495.80 £594.96

Full fisting of all Mk1 and Mk2 body panels on our website

SPARES X-Flow ally H'Iﬂ-;'s 2
Spare side gears, 18 tooth each £32.50 £39.00 £179.60 £215-
Mo!nﬂporfp‘a plate kit £83.90 E100.68
Wa fe each £16.30 E719.56 :
Atlas CWP 3.4, 3.7, 46, 5.1 £229.50 £275.40 NECRNEE (A S S i iiindie ik
E179.60 £215.52
Atlas axle casing, thick Wilwood brakes kit, 265x10, Powerlite caliper £299.51 £359.41 RS2000 (Pinto) ally radiator
tube, double pinned & breather £198.60 £238.32 Wilwood brakes kit, 247x20, Midilite caliper E468.49 £562.19 £179.60 £215.52
Pig’s head only £165.00 £198.00 Wilwood brakes kit, 285x21, Midilite caliper £571.40 £685.68 13/235 oil cooler
Balance bar pedal box, cable clutch E189.50 £227.40 50.10 £60.12

Balance bar pedal box, hydraulic clutch £215.00 £258.00
RMD master cylinders from £21,50 £25.80 Lockable fuel fifler
Wilwood master cylinders from £29.50 £35.40 cap assembly
sz msmbs. R/H & L/H thread pair £49.90 £59.88 Wilwood proportioning valve, knob E42.50  E51.00 £49.50 £59.40
Ax ing rings, R/H & L/H thread pair £21.90 £26.28 Wilwood proprtioning valve, fever E57.50 £69.00 iti ; ; ;
Locking ring adjustment tool £2550 £30.60  Blackline ‘swaged” stainless brake lines, 3-line D974 E3565 ooy dome b Meves o
Caliper mount brackets, suit AP pair £29.50 £35.40 Classic Ford wheels 6x13 £69.00 £82.80 £62.14 £74.81
7x13 E76.00 £91.20
ax13 E87.50 £165.00
ax15 £99.00 £118.80

Fully floating hub assembly without shafts pair £218.60 £262.32 frows

Fully floating axle kit, inc.(2) F/F Hub assemblies Classic Ford “flz 80

plus (2} "4340° halfshafts, 18 tooth £69.00 .

{choice of length) £228.60 £394.38

Hange to suit F/F hub kit £49.50 £59.40

SPARES

Studs cach5.90 £7.08 : 3 / wcP """"k.'&"‘_' "‘g'

Seal pack pack z£13.90 £76.68 Poly’ bump stops, top axle mounting pair £8.72 £9.75 - £29.00

Bearing. top qualit each £38.90 £46.68 Escort 11/1300 front springs, 145-22albs pair £33.80 £40.56

770mm ‘4340 halishaft, 18 footh each £77.50 £93.00 Escort RS front springs, 145-2201bs pair £313.80 £40.56

820mm ‘4340 halfshaft, 18 tooth cach £82.50 £99.00 1.9” & 2.25" coil springs, 20,000 in stock! from E15.90 £19.08 WCP interupter fuel pump E29.00 £34.80

5 . e -

A1 kit G - G v ot 0 sy st e g b fom om  fochoeses g% o»

have induction teeth to Rockwell 50 HRC spedificati Py Fio - - YECINn Tuer pump 2. g

£340 is shoul twice a5 as 1040 (the material which OFM halfshafts are normally Gaz, front shocks each E67.600 £81.12 Bonnet pin k.'_ts, stainless £5.00 £6.00

manufactured from). it has a high of ductility to absorb shock loadings of abrupt Gaz, able (3-way) front shocks each E299.50 £359.40 Bonnet pin kits, alloy £7.00  £8.40

mle.-arm taking some hm Hmmdﬂummr;ﬁfa{;d mmmm w 4 doey high &zﬁ justable :i rear shocks each L6500 E78.00 Aerocatch tigh gm £31.00 £37.20
_ﬂmﬁ::r to sustain i is ick steeri RH 2:9 ratio E1719.50 £7143.40 Avanti map light m £19.50 E23.40

maferial,  1he o dﬁ:ﬂ show the yield and tensile strength, and the yield torque for e RH 2:4 ratio £129.50 E£167.40 Manifold wrap, 27 x 15 metres (50ft), Vermiculite E29.60 £35.52

2 fypéca dameter Raliskalt H 2:4 ratio E149.50 £179.40 Roll cage padding, 3ft, B1 fire rating £6.00  E7.20

266 x 21 ‘Forest’ lype discs pair E159.00 E7190.80
FBL 062 disc bells pair £51.00 E£61.20
Halfshaft flange, not F/F. suit std. axle each £59.50 E77.40

M16 calipers to fit standard discs,
pair £89.00 £106.80

M16 calipers to fit vented discs
ENGLISH AXLE PARTS, H/duty quick steering racks RH 2:4 ratio £174.50 £209.40 (no spacers needed),
BLACKLINE RH 2:2 ratio £204.50 £245.40 ) pair £98.50 £118.20
LH 2:4 ratio £184.50 £225.40 M16 caliper, shouldered bolts, set of 4
English plate style diff (30/90 ramps) LH 2:2 ratio E214.50 £257.40 £70.99 £13.19
Available 18 tooth (mates with semi-floating OEM style steering rack mounts pair ET6.80 £20.16 Group 1 vented discs (247x20,
conversion kit) £395.80 E474.96 Roller bearing top mount - spherical bearing, each £49.50 £59.40 = pair £39.00 £46.80
Available 22 tooth (mates with std, halfshaft) £395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - rofler bearing, each £49.50 £59.40
Spare plate kit £39.50 E£E47.40 Roller beann plastic dust covers pair £9.50 ET1.40
Spare side gears, 18 or 22 tooth (please state) E32.50 £39.00 Spherical bearing race lype top mounls pair £49.60 £59.52
English CWP 3.54, 3.7, 39,41, 44, 47, 49,51,53 £295.50 £275.40
Spare side bearing, top quality £19.90 £23.88 S
Crush washer . £5.90 £7.08 4.25 ltr FIA plumbed-in fire system,
Cromm wheel bearng £9.90 £11.88 fol msealition kit, FIA homologation EX 037.13
Pinion bearing E14.90 £17.88 Kit £159.80 £191.76

Atlas into English semi-floating hub kit,

inc. (2) *4340" halfshafts, 18 tooth £443.80 £532.56 TCA's ‘Patlern’ siyle ir £36.50 £43.80
English axle weld-on brace ring £39.90 £47.88 TCA's “OEM’ style pair  £63.50 £76.20 Escort Laminated & Heated Screens
Special 186mm axle brace, English axle £99.50 ET19.40 :?IA bush msgrfr;:o? bf‘:rrd i”-*m g?'-&‘?
SPARES win cam anti- 539.50  E71.40 : z 2
- v ; = A ; ’ Escort MkT front laminated screen (incl, rubber) £69.50 £83.40
Semi- ﬁo:ﬂmg {mﬁ assembly (less bearing) cach £144.40 £173.28 - i AN Sian Escort Mk2 front laminated screen (incl. rubber) £69.50 £83.40
Bearing "4340 E48.90 £59.76 World cup X-member ET06.50 E127.80 Mk1 Front laminatod i
Halfshaft, suit semi-floating kit £77.50 £93.00  World cup mounts pair £26.50 £3420  EscotMi T o e e e '"‘E 'h! il RINEARO Soit 45
Flange, not semi-floating, suit std. axfe £59.50 £71.40 RS2000 track rod ends each ET0.50 £12.60 EE'“*"' Mﬁ‘ s afed lamnaled screen (inc. ) £198.60 £238.32
Hange, Group 1 type £59.50 £71.40 Group 4 style all steel U/J coupling £19.80 £23.76 scort e it screen ruba‘:J ubber B "'?"’ £29.90
Brake disc, 265 x 10 cach £34.50 £41.40  4-link kit E119.50 £143.90  ESCUTMKT rvar scresh isber £e3.98 £48.79
Heavy duty 4-link kit £135.00 £22200  Escot e fe';':‘sz‘;; rubler ST Liew
HELICAL LSDs (ATBs), BLACKLINE f,m,,g"’""“m;";’;:' . o £63.00 £78.00  Laser windscreen chip repair kit £13.90 £16.68
' M2 spring shackles car set £23.50 £28.20 14”or 17 rear view mirror £14.90 £17.88
nfffsfl axle, Caterham, 22 spline £124.00 £388.80 OFM Escort RS struts each £96.95 £116.34
tlas axle, 16 spline £354.00 £424.80  Group 4 spec. front RS struts each £128.00 £153.60 Escort Mk2 Rubber Paris
Ford FWD - f?;'gl ;‘sfeﬁ:ﬁff‘-‘“f’ KA, SR ce s Escort RS stub axles pair £130.00 £156.00
Orion, Puma - e RS steering arms pair E69.500 EB3.40 Bonnet bump sto air £6.20 £7.44
Sierra 7', Caterham ) £399.00 £478.80 Heavy duty steering arms, gusseted pair £79.50 £95.40 Bonnet rail Psl‘np, set of 4 g £10.90 £13.08
Focus 5T170, Mini Cooper °§ _ Quiick fit steering arm kit pair £9.60 £11.52 Bonnet bump stop, centre-rear £5.10 £6.12
(6-speed Getrag box) £399.00 £478.80 Ally hubs - standard or Group 4 each £49.50 £59.40 Wiring loom bulkhead grommet £6.90 £8.28
Marda MX5 (94-05) £399.00 £478.80 Stub axle hardware kit £10.90 £13.08 Bonnet release cable grommet £5.20 £6.24
Watts linkage kit £199.50 £239.40 Steering column bulkhead grommet £7.20 £8.64
TRANSMISSION PARTS, BLACKLINE Eger ﬁf Spﬂ'ng’-s, 1461h ralem each £49.50 E59.40 Handbr.;.l; bﬁﬁ; la.rif dust boots pair £7.10  £8.52
I strut brace, round fi E44.90 £53.88 5 o cable ead grommel £5.20 £6.24
4-speed bearing fype gearlever £38.50 £46.20 Work style 60mm oval tube strut brace £51.50 £61.80 T]}:Emdm‘e pedal ° £5.20 £6.24
5-speed bearing type gearlever £40.50 £48.60 Rear lamp protectors pair E12.90 £15.448 Brake and clutch pedal pads pair £8.00 E9.60
5-speed qwdrsluz conversion kit £13.50 £16.20 Chassis mounted sump guard, wet sump E137.00 ET64.40 Shock absorber top caps pair £13.90 £16.68
M10 afly 'Prn‘&ear £14.90 E£17.88 Kaylan mudflaps, 4mm (500x300) pair £16.50 £719.80 Rear bumper side plugs, sef of 4 £9.90 £11.88
M10 white or black nylon gearknob £12.50 £15.00 kit car sel ETT9.50 £743.40 Oil fine bulkhead grommet E£5.10 £6.12
Propshafi, Type 9 - English or Atlas axle £89.50 £107.40 Ford hub nut socket, 3/4”D, 65mm £13.90 £16.68 Brake servo rod bellows £5.20 £6.24

I  PLEASE NOTE: All prices in Red are EXCLUSIVE OF VAT N a— ——
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autoﬁclgssics

AutoClassics launches
digital UK storage locator

for classic and

Check out the professional opﬁ.ons at
www.autoclassics.com/storage-companies

LDOCKINGS

engineering

Advanced Cooling Systems

Water Radiators Vi L
Intercoolers /7% PR
Oil Coolers =

Heat Exchangers

System Design
Ancillary Products

Manufactured to your requirements
by the UK's leading supplier.

_—_— =R

info@dockingengineering.com
+44 (0) 1327 857164
+44 (0) 1327 858011
www.dockingengineering.com

&y
V.| Certified to CAA & AWS Silverstone, Northants

----- NN12 8TL, United Kingdom

® KN Unit 15 Silverstone Circuit
=" Welding Standards

Think Automotive are
specialists in oil
cooling systems and
all aspects of vehicle
plumbing. We are the
manufacturer and
distributor of Mocal®
products.

ﬁ\eroqqia_"; lviocAL”, | @ CRAIG "
A laminoua e WVIrE) NEWTON
T a I O LEMENT LTD

ﬁhﬂw&ﬁﬁrfkﬁ@ﬂﬁﬁhﬁ

g BAAR Sy

Artrafar Madh Forforearss

Radiator Pressure Caps

SPEEDLLOW

ARPE

el Xiraeone v IRacecan PR oo

We stock and distribute the finest automobile products,
such as oil coolers, hosing, hose fittings, filler caps,
water pumps, oil pumps, heaters, gauges and more.
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RECRUITMENT

molorsporl DRIVEN BY
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Find your dreaiﬁ jOb

Here at Autosport we've been helping people find great jobs in motorsport for over
60 years. Today we're launching a new global motorsport jobs site, where you can:

Find the latest jobs in motorsport

Apply for a job with just one click

Upload your CV and let recruiters find you

Set up job alerts - don’t miss out on your dream move

molorsport

RegiSter at Motorsport Jobs
- A Motorsport

Network Company
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Sy

www.brianjames.co.uk

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office

RACE 6
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PORTSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
T: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS
T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester,
Hampshire
S021 3AS
T: 01962 774988
Fax 01962 795 093
E: info@trailers.co.uk
E: sales@trailertek.com
www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM
GREGG MOTORSPORT
T: 07977975173
E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com
www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road, Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

T: 07933842719

Dealers who hold stock

NORTH SCOTLAND
GLENBURGIE CARS
WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND
Easter Lawrenceton Steading
Forres IV36 2RL
T: +44 (0)1309 676787
E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk
www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON
BLUE LINE TRAILERS
Main Road
Sutterton
Boston
Lincs
PE20 2BE
T: 01205 460346
E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER
Bridgwater Trailer Centre
The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road,
Bridgwater TA6 4AP
T: 01278 445000
www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON
SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE
Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road, Wallington, Surrey
SM6 7BJ
T: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@siltc.co.uk
ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
T: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
T: +44 (0)1787 249737
T: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
www. 1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington
West Sussex
RH20 4LR
T: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1 Marsden Barn,
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton,
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
T: 01455641367
Mob: 07968 888624
marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
T: 01159293901
Mob: 0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,
Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG
T: 01686 628144

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 0SB
T: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farrm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading, RG7 1NB
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
www.lovelltrailers.co.uk
T: 01183240403

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
T: 0044(0)2885549851
www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

Woodford Trailers Limited ¢ 14 Great Central Way ¢ Daventry ® Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ

Telephone:

01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

Authorised stockists for:

PHILIPSEGE~S

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS
We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GP8 Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
put together the bast package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

G{xﬁ For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
pB Motorsport

GEARBOXES

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

— phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

&.  MARDIGRAS

i\ R MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, enging
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: sbdev.co.uk E:shd com T:+44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACE & RALLY PARTS

RACEWEAR

e e

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

RACE&RALLY

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
WWW.JJCRACEANDRALLY.COM

RACEWEAR

s

www.demon-tweeks.com

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists -

o idery
rint
®Quick Turnaround

@ Min Order Only 4
® No Logo Set Up Fees

www.logomeup.co.u

1o

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

e Performance Tuning Specialists
e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
e Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit groupbmotorspori.com
. — Northampton
) Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com
or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

GEARBOXES

| Part )¢}

Performance and Tuning Parts
Leading performance brands online

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

=
B

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
L ivimey e highe Iite
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRY.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Rally & Race Gearboxes,

GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

T: 01782280136 F: 01782269913
E: sales{@eliteracingtransmissions.com

= s b
Frp_
" o
= % - i =
= Y B r ’

Transmissions

visit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

Stock and custom made ——
FiA Fuel Cells. W@@/ﬂ@
Short lead times. e
GGl 25
01527 521050 “*ff’ f...i_._-_.(___@,}

wwwi.classicworldracing.co.uk

Ben Kavanagh
Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

e 3
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Webster

Senior Production Coordinator
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131

E: ben.webster@motorsport.com




