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Public get the chance to watch WRC 201

UNCH
By David Evans

Motorsport News 
readers will be 
offered unparalleled 
access to the stars 
of the World Rally 
Championship 
when it is unveiled at 
January’s Autosport 
International.

The series is 

being launched in 

Birmingham for 

the second year in 

succession, but next 

year’s reveal will be 

organised with fans 

as well as the world’s 

media in mind.
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ByDavidEvans

Nextyear’sWorldRally
Championshipwillbe
launched in frontof tens
of thousandsofBritish
fans inBirminghamon
SaturdayJanuary12.

Followingfeedbackfromthis

year’sAutosportInternational

Showandworkinginconjunction

withWRCPromoter,thedecision

wastakentobringtheteams,

carsandcrewstotheNECon

Saturdayratherthanoneof

WRC AIMS
TO WOW
AUTOSPORT
SHOW FANS
WITH 2019 
LAUNCH
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Ogier wants to meet fans

the trade-targeted weekdays.

Show director Kate Woodley told 

Motorsport News: “Launching the 

FIA World Rally Championship 

was one of  the highlights and 

biggest moments in the history 

of  Autosport International. It was 

a real coup for us this year. Next 

year, we want to make it bigger, 

better and more fan-friendly.”

World Rally champion 

Sebastien Ogier was one of  

the key drivers who led the call 

for change in the launch date. 

The Frenchman told MN: 

“We did the launch on the media 

day at the show, but it could be 

an idea to bring more people 

and do it on a day when the public 

and the families could come in 

as well. It c ould be tough for 

the media if  we do this, but 

it’s better for the fans.”

That sentiment was echoed by 

M-Sport’s world championship-

winning team principal Malcolm 

Wilson, who said: “Definitely 

it’s worth looking at moving the 

launch, we’ve all seen how many 

thousands of  people come through 

the doors at the weekend. It would 

be nice to show those people our 

sport and our championship.”

Woodley said those comments 

made the decision to move 

the launch date easier.

“When people like Sebastien 

Ogier and Malcolm Wilson talk 

to us, we listen and we listen very 

carefully,” said Woodley. “As it 

happens, we were completely of  

the same mind here. 

“We want the public to come 

in and meet their heroes, that’s 

what this show is all about, and 

what we’re offering in January is 

an unparalleled opportunity for 

rally fans to come and see their 

heroes for the first time in 2019.”

As was the case this year, the 

entire series, including all drivers, 

co-drivers and cars in their new 

liveries – as well as representatives 

from WRC2 and Junior World 

Rally Championship – will 

be present in Birmingham 

for Saturday January 12.

WRC Promoter managing 
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The wraps came off the 2018World Rally Championship at the Autosport International Show at the NEC this year

The world’s media will be

focused on the WRC launch
The top names from the world of rallying will be present in Birmingham
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HOW KRIS MEEKE WILL FARE AT TOYOTA PAGE 20

director Oliver Ciesla said ASI 

offered the perfect place to 

launch the series.  “We are 

delighted to launch the 2019 WRC 

at Autosport International on 

Saturday in front of  the thousands 

of  public visitors,” he said. “Ahead 

of what is lining up to be another 

exceptionally competitive year, 

there is no better way to launch 

next year’s FIA World Rally 

Championship than at the show, 

which kicks off  the start of  the 

new motorsport season. With all 

the 2019 cars, drivers and team 

principals at the show, fans 

will  get their WRC fix ahead of  

the season-opening Rallye 

Monte Carlo.” 

As usual Motorsport News 

will work alongside sister title 

Autosport at the show and MN 

editor Matt James is looking 

forward to showcasing the 

best the WRC has on offer.

“It’s fantastic to be involved in 

this,” said James. “Coming on 

the back of  another very, very 

strong Wales Rally GB, the news 

that British rally fans and 

Motorsport News readers are 

going to have the chance to 

come to our show and be the 

first in the world to see everything 

that’s new-for-’19 in the World 

Rally Championship really is 

something special. 

“If, for example, you’re a Kris 

Meeke fan and you want to see 

what he looks like in Toyota kit, 

you’d better go and buy a ticket 

to ASI – he’ll be there in his 

new threads.”

Tickets are available for the show 

from autosportinternational.com.

Motorsport News will once 

again present the British Touring 

Car Championship stand at the 

Autosport International Show. 

A selection of  leading cars 

from the category will be on 

display and top drivers will be 

interviewed on a stage. Reigning 

champion Colin Turkington 

and 2018 runner-up Tom Ingram, 

along with 2013 title winner 

Andrew Jordan, are already 

confirmed to attend.

   star cars and drivers



Mexicowasa‘horrible’race

Grosjean lost his sixth place

RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND-UP

Downforcegains
Formula1carsshould lose10per
centdownforcewhenfollowing
othercars insteadof thecurrent
30percentnextyear,accordingto
the latestpredictions fromtheFIA.
Inthewakeofdifficultiescarshave
hadovertakingsincerevised
aerodynamicruleswere
introduced lastyear, teams
andthegoverningbodyagreed
araftofaerodynamicchanges
for2019to improvethesituation.
Aseriesof tweaks, including
modifications to frontandrear
wings,areaimedathelpingcars
followeachothermoreclosely.
“With thecurrentgeneration,
the followingcar losesabout
30percentof itsdownforce in this
scenario,”said theFIA’ssingle-
seaterheadNikolasTombazis. “We
hopetoreducethatby10percent.”

Deletraztest
Haaswill handFormula2racerLouis
Deletrazhis firstFormula1run in the
post-season test inAbuDhabi later this
month.The2015champion inFormula
Renault2.0’sNorthernEuropeanCup,
andrunner-up in thenow-defunct
FR3.5ayear later,Deletraz is11th in
thestandings inhissecond full season
inF2.TheSwiss racer, sonof former
F1driver Jean-Denis,will pilot
the team’scurrent-specVF-18onthe
seconddayof the three-day test. “I’m
grateful tobothGeneHaasandGunther
Steiner forgivingmetheopportunity to
testwithHaasF1team,”hesaid. “It’s
theperfectway toendmy2018season,
one inwhich I’vecontinuedtodevelop
andshowcasemycredentials.”

KubicatoFerrari?
RobertKubicacouldtakeupa
developmentroleatFerrarinext
season.Theone-timegrandprix
winnerhasnotgivenupreturning
totheF1gridwithWilliamsin2019,
havingmissedoutonasensational
comebackthisyear,andisonthe
team’sshortlist.ButWilliamsneeds
tocommercialise itssecondseat
and,whileKubica isbelievedto
haveaccesstomorefundingthan
before, it isnotenoughtopluga
gap.Kubica isunderstoodtohave
haddiscussionsoverasimulator
positionwithFerrari,whichneeds
toreplaceAntonioGiovinazzi
andDaniilKvyatbecauseits2018
developmentdrivershavesecured
’19F1driveswithSauberandToro
Rosso, respectively.

Sauber impresses
RacingPointForce India teamboss
OtmarSzafnauerbelievesSauberhas
“outdevelopedthe top teams”over the
courseof thisseason.TheSwisssquad
started theyear towards theverybackof
thegrid,withbothcarsslowest inChina,
butnowregularlyqualifies in the top
10. “Idon’t knowhowtheyhadsuch
asteepdevelopmentcurve,”said
Szafnauer. “Butwe’vegot to figure that
out,because they’resmartguys. I am
impressedwith theirdevelopment rate.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Hamilton admits to having ‘no idea’ why Mercedes has struggled in recent races

Haas loses appeal 
against exclusion
Haashas lost its appeal 

against Romain Grosjean’s 

disqualification from the 

Italian Grand Prix back 

inSeptember.

TheUS-owned team went to 

theFIA’s International Court 

of Appeal to argue it was not 

correct for the team to have 

lostGrosjean’s sixth-place 

finish for running an illegal 

floor,a decision that followed 

aprotest from Renault.

Atechnical clarification 

fromthe FIA before the 

summer break had made 

thedesign of the floor of the 

Haasin breach of regulations 

thatdemand there must be a 

radius of 50mm at each front 

corner of the reference plane.

Haas argued that, due to 

theF1 summer shutdown 

therewas not enough time 

tomake modifications to its 

design before the Singapore 

Grand Prix, so had wanted 

special dispensation.

After a hearing in Paris 

onThursday, the FIA has 

confirmed the appeal court 

upheld the original stewards’ 

verdict, and asked the 

“competent sporting authority 

todraw, as appropriate, the 

consequences of this ruling”.

Haas team boss Gunther 

Steiner said: “We simply 

moveforwardandlookto

thefinal tworacesof the

yeartocontinuetofight

on-track,earnmorepoints,

andconcludeourstrongest

seasontodateinFormula1.”

Renault’schassis technical

directorNickChestersaid:

“Technicalregulations–

especiallythoseintroduced

forsafetyreasons–must

beobservedstrictly.

“Wearesatisfiedwiththe

decisionandIwouldliketo

thankthecourtandtheFIA

fortheirworkonthismatter.”

Lewis Hamilton says his focus 

cannot slip after winning a fifth 

Formula 1 title because he has 

“no idea” why he has struggled 

in the last two grands prix.

Hamilton won four races 

in a row to put himself  on the 

brink of  the championship 

but Mercedes then had 

problems in the United 

States and Mexican GPs.

He clinched the crown by 

finishing fourth in Mexico, the 

first time he failed to stand on 

the podium since the Austrian 

GP at the start of  July.

Hamilton said: “I still have 

work to do. I’ve still got to get 

back to the factory and rally 

the troops to figure out how 

we can come back and win 

these next races.

“I have no idea why I 

struggled so much in these 

last two and we all feel the pain 

of  not winning those races.

“We still have the 

constructors’ championship 

to win, which I know will 

mean even more to all the 

guys back at the factory.  

So that’s the focus.”

RED BULL: HONDA CAN
POWER A TITLE BID
Team sets target of Verstappen becoming youngest F1 champion

Photos: LAT

By Adam Cooper

Red Bull is now so 
confident in the Honda 
engine  that it has set a 
target of making Max 
Verstappen Formula 1’s 
youngest-ever world 
champion in 2019.

Sebastian Vettel holds that 

record, having secured his first 

title with Red Bull in 2010 aged 

23 years and 134 days.

That means Verstappen, 

currently 21, has until 2020 

to take the honour – but Red 

Bull motorsport advisor 

Helmut Marko said there 

are “no excuses” not to try 

to achieve it in 2019.

He sees the team’s form in 

Mexico, where the altitude put 

Renault on a par with rivals 

Mercedes and Ferrari, as a 

sign of  how strong the Red 

Bull chassis is and is 

confident 2019 engine 

supplier Honda is already 

superior to Renault.

“We’re really looking 

forward to next year,” Marko 

said. “The aim is to have the 

youngest world champion. 

Two years we have, but we’ll 

go for it next year.

“We know the first year with 

a new engine manufacturer 

is not easy. But the aim, and 

the goal that I’ve told all the 

people, is that we have to go 

for the championship from 

the beginning. No excuses.”

Marko admitted that Honda 

reliability could be a concern, 

but he stressed that the high 

number of  engine changes 

current Honda team Toro 

Rosso has accrued in 2018 is 

related to a strategy of  wanting 

to test new developments.

“It’s tactical to get the best 

for next year,” he said. “Toro 

Rosso are sacrificing their 

season for next year. It’s 

part of  our concept that we 

have with Honda.

“The figures are already 

ahead of  Renault. But even 

so if  you have one or two starts 

from the back, with Verstappen 

there’s some excitement.

“On the radio he’s talking 

like he’s sitting with a cup of  

tea. The sort of  information he 

is asking for... He’s unbelievable. 

There is no limit yet.”

Red Bull team principal 

Christian Horner agreed after 

Verstappen’s commanding 

Mexican Grand Prix win 

that his driver can take on 

the established title 

contenders next year.

“You’ve seen this weekend 

if  we’ve an engine that’s 

anywhere near the ballpark of  

our opponents then we’ve got a 

strong enough team and strong 

enough driver package to take 

the fight to them,” Horner said.

“We’re obviously hopeful 

that Honda, with the progress 

they’re making, will put us 

into the situation that we’re 

more regularly able to compete 

like we are here [in Mexico]– 

with the optimum downforce 

and setting on the car.”

Honda could boost 

Red Bull next year

Marko (r) confident of title chal-
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Tatiana Calderon made her Formula 1 debut in Sauber’s
current C37 racer, and said she found the car easier to drive
than her regular GP3 machine.Calderon drove the car at
the Mexico City circuit in a filming day, and said: “In some
ways I found it easier to handle than the GP3 car.I hope I can
continue to show that there is no physical disadvantage [for
women].Now that this day has passed, I do not want to go
back to my GP3 car, I want to stay here!”Calderon is 16th
in GP3 this year with Jenzer Motorsport.

Photo: LAT

SauberFormula1driverMarcusEricsson

willswitchtoIndyCarin2019,drivingfor

SchmidtPetersonMotorsportsasfull-

timeteam-matetoJamesHinchcliffe.

EricssonhasracedwithSauberfor

thepastfourseasons,andshouldhave

made97F1startswhenhecompetesin

theseason-closingAbuDhabiGrand

Prixlaterthismonth.Sauberismaking

a completeline-upchangefor2019,

with2007F1championKimiRaikkonen

joinedbyAntonioGiovinazzias

CharlesLeclercmovestoFerrariand

Ericssonisdemotedtoareserverole.

The 28-year-old Swede quickly

made clear that he wanted to combine

that F1 link with a full season racing

elsewhere and will now join the

IndyCar grid.

“It feels like a perfect step for me

and my career after five years in F1,”

said Ericsson.

“I can’t wait to start work with SPM

and all the people in the team which I’ve

heard a lot of good things about. They’ve

had some great success over the years,

and I’m looking forward to working hard

to continue and improve on that path.”

Ericsson believes he can get up to

speed quickly, but there will be added

pressure due to the fact he is an F1

driver crossing over.

“Definitely there will be high

expectations on me,” he said of his

IndyCar move.

“I would expect nothing else. I come

from almost 100 races in F1, five years

there. I’ve built up a big experience which

I think will benefit me making this step.

“So I definitely feel that there will

be high expectations, which is something

that I think is right. And that comes

with pressure as well, but that’s

something that I’m used to.

“Being in F1 for five years, you always

have that big pressure on your shoulders

to deliver so that’s nothing new. I come

over here expecting myself to be up

there and getting to it quickly. But

I also know it’s going to be requiring

a lot of hard work from me because

everything will be new.”

SPM fielded Hinchcliffe and Robert

Wickens as its full-time 2018 line-up

until Wickens was seriously injured

in a horrific crash at Pocono.

I I
INDYCAR WITH SCHMIDT PETERSON

Photos: LAT

Alonso and Johnson will swap Formula 1 and NASCAR in Abu Dhabi later this month

Penske protests rival
in Australian Supercars
ScottMcLaughlinwilltakea

14-pointleadintotheAustralian

SupercarsfinaleatNewcastle

afterhisteam’sprotestof title

rivalShanevanGisbergen’s

raceonewinatPukekohe

lastweekendfailed.

Acontroversialdecisionnotto

penaliseTripleEightdrivervan

GisbergenforhisHolden’swheels

spinningduringapitstopledto

aPenskeFordprotest,with

ahearingheldonSunday

morningaheadof racetwo.

WhilevanGisbergenwas

immediatelyclearedoveran

initialwheelmovementwhen

engagingfirstgear,allowed

bytheregulations,asecondary

movementasthecarcameoff

thejacksledtoaninquirythat

wentwell intothenight.

Thestewardsstuckwiththeir

originaldecisionnottoimpose

apenaltyonvanGisbergen.

McLaughlinwentontowinthe

secondracelastweekendwhile

TripleEightusedteamorders

topromotevanGisbergeninto

second.With300pointsonoffer

atthelastroundof theseason

onNovember23-25,McLaughlin

holdsanarrowlead.

Kevin Harvick secured his place
in the four-way fight for the NASCAR 
Cup Series with victory at Texas 
last weekend. The Stewart-Haas 
Racing driver beat Ryan Blaney 
despite a late restart to take the 
honours. Harvick joins Joey Logano
in the final four, with one race – at
Phoenix – remaining before the

Miami finale…European Formula 3 
frontrunner Alex Palou is a late entry
 into the Macau Grand Prix on November 
14-18. The Spaniard was seventh in 
Euro F3 this year with Hitech, but joins 
crack Japanese squad B-Max Racing 
for Macau. Hitech’s line-up was filled by
Enaam Ahmed, Charles Leong and Jake
Hughes… Formula E has announced

a new partnership with YouTube 
that means races will be streamed 
live in the UK for the first time from 
the opening round of the 2018/19 
season. FE previously broadcasted 
practice and qualifying sessions on 
YouTube and made full event reruns 
available on the platform, but races 
were not screened live…

Representatives of IndyCar have been 
invited to Australia as part of a plan to 
return the series to the Surfers Paradise 
circuit on the Gold Coast. The event has 
already been linked to NASCAR. The 
last time an American single-seater 
series visited the track was CART in 
2007 having been a staple at the venue 
since 1991 when it opened the season.  

Two-time Formula 1 world champion 

Fernando Alonso will swap cars with 

NASCAR superstar Jimmie Johnson 

at the end of  this month. 

The car swap will take place at 

Bahrain’s Sakhir circuit on 

November 26, the day after the F1 

season finale in Abu Dhabi.

Motorsport News has learned the plan 

is much more extensive than a typical 

car swap which has taken place before, 

including most recently in 2011 between F1 

champion Lewis Hamilton and three-time 

NASCAR Cup champion Tony Stewart at 

Watkins Glen, and previously with Jeff  

Gordon and Juan Pablo Montoya in 2003.

Following the NASCAR season finale 

at Homestead, Johnson will depart for 

London to spend time at McLaren’s 

factory, where he will spend several 

hours using the team’s F1 simulator.

Johnson, a seven-time Cup champion, 

will then join his Hendrick team members 

in Abu Dhabi for the F1 season finale.

His NASCAR crew will be matched 

with their counterparts on Alonso’s team 

for a couple of  days before departing for 

Bahrain, where they will set up one of  

Johnson’s #48 Chevrolets, which is 

already being transported via sea freight.

QUICK LAP THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Swede will partner

Hinchcliffe in ’19

F1 time has run out for Ericsson

Penske’s McLaughlin leads
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Stewart and Hamilton in 2011, inset: Montoya and Gordon

Ford driver Harvick dominated
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ByMattJames

Excelr8 Motorsport will join
the British Touring Car
Championship grid next season
with two MG6 GT machines.

TheNorfolk-basedteam,which

built thecarsfortheMiniChallenge

andoperatesseveralentriesinthe

series,hastakenovertheTOCA

BTCCLicencestocompeteand

thecarsfromAmDTuning.com.

Excelr8isassessingopportunities

withothersuitableautomotive

brandsforthefuture,withafocus

onBritishmarques.

Onedriverhasalreadysignedup

fortheprogramme,andtheteam

isintalkswithothersregardingthe

secondcar.

TeammanagerOliverShepherd

said:“We’vebeenlookingtowards

theBTCCforafewyearsnowand

whenwegotthechancetogethold

of theMGGTsitwasanopportunity

thatwecouldn’tpassup,especiallyas

it fitswithour‘GreatBritish’theme.

“TheBTCCisthehighest-profile

championshipinthecountry,with

someincredibledriversandvery

high-calibreteams,soweknowwe

willhaveourworkcutouttolearn

abouttheracingandthenewcars.

However,wehavenodoubtthatwe

cancompeteatthislevel,andwe’re

currentlyworkinghardtofinalise

anexcitingdriverlineupfor2019.

“Thisisasizeableinvestmentfor

Excelr8,andwe’reacquiringall-new

specialistequipmenttomakesure

wehaveeverythingweneedtohit

thegroundrunningnextseason.”

MINI TEAM EXCELR8 TO RUN
MGs IN BTCC NEXT YEAR

Jordan hopes Goodwood will avoid unpopular BTCC date clashes in 2020

GT4 Supercup to return to Thruxton and Knockhill circuits during 2019 season

TheGinettaGT4Supercupwillreturnto

ThruxtonandKnockhillnextyearafter

not visiting those venues in recent seasons.

The series will continue to feature on 

the support bill at eight of  the British 

TouringCarChampionship’smeetings

in2019,withtheGT5Challengeagain

takingitsplaceattheothertwo.

ThisyeartheSupercupskippedthe

ThruxtonandKnockhillroundswhile

next year the first of  the two Thruxton 

meetings and Snetterton don’t feature 

on the calendar. But as the series will 

makethesecondtriptoThruxtonin

Augustitwillbethefirsttimethe

Hampshirevenuehasbeenincluded

since2015.Knockhill last featuredin’16.

“It’safewdifferenttracks[forthedrivers]

– they haven’t been to Thruxton or Knockhill 

for a few years,” explained Ginetta 

motorsport manager Ash Gallagher. 

“TherearethreeclashesbetweenTOCA

andBritishGTsoit’sbeendifficultto

sort[asGT5runswithBritishGT].”

Rockingham ‘send-off’
event reduced to one day

Ladell eyeing move to
Porsche Carrera Cup

Rockingham’s farewell meeting – the 

last race event to be held at the venue 

before it closes to motorsport – has been 

reduced to a single day after receiving a 

lower than anticipated entry.

The event will now run on November 

24 only, with races for single-seaters, 

Ginettas, Caterhams, Sports/Saloons 

and a one-hour enduro. Organisers are 

asking for entries sooner rather than 

later for the one-off  event.

“The entries weren’t quite what 

we’d hoped, or certainly not what the 

expressions of  interest led us to believe, 

and rather than stringing it out, we 

wanted to put on one big day for 

everybody,” said Michael Galjaardt – 

head of  sales and marketing at the

 Corby circuit.

“It should still be a good party for all 

and we’re hoping [once] some of  the 

other  races are out of  the way, with the 

Walter Hayes at the weekend, and we 

have Race of  Remembrance  next 

weekend, hopefully we’ll pick up some 

more entries.”

Demostration  cars and race entries are 

still being accepted, via the circuit website.

AndrewJordanhopesthat

Goodwood“realiseswhattheyare

missing”,toensurethatthe2020

RevivalandMembers’Meeting

avoidarepeatclashwiththeBritish

TouringCarChampionship.

BoththeApril6-7Members’

MeetingandtheSeptember13-15

Revivalhavebeenpushedbacka

weekfor2019,meaningbothfall

acrossBTCCweekends–the

BrandsHatchseasonopener

andKnockhill.

It isahopedthatalaterdatefor

theMMwillavoidanothersnow-

hitevent,whiletheRevival’sdate

changeistopreventaclashwith

theItalianGrandPrix.

BTCCchampionsJordan,

MattNeal,JasonPlatoandmore

recentlyAshSuttonareallregular

competitorsatGoodwoodmeetings.

Jordansaid:“Iamobviously

reallydisappointed[aboutthe

dates]astheMembers’Meeting

andRevivalaremytwofavourite

eventsof theyear.

“Ipresumetheyaretryingto

misstheMMbadweatherwhich

isfairenoughaslastyearwe

haddreadfulconditionsforthe

spectators.ThatsaidthoughI

havequalifiedatBrandsforthe

BTCCopenerandithasbeen

snowingsoit’sneveragiven.

“Idothinkit’sarealshameas

overthelastfewyearstheBTCC

drivershavestolentheshowand

provenhowwellwecanracehard

andfair.Hopefullytheywillrealise

whattheyaremissingandmake

sureitdoesn’tclashin2020.”

TheDukeof Richmond,whois

theownerof Goodwood,added:

“Decidingonthedatesforour

motorsporteventsisalwaysa

challenge.Inevitablytherewill

sometimesbeclashesandthis

Septemberisparticularlytricky

withF1fixturesandBTCCrounds.

“We’llmissourBTCCfriends

verymuchbutlookforward

towelcomingthembackto

Goodwoodverysoon.”

MGs will be run by

third different team

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Ollie Read, LAT

Newly-crownedGinettaGT4Supercup

championCharlieLadell isconsidering

amoveintothePorscheCarreraCup

GBnextyearaftersamplingthe911

GT3Cupcarinlastweek’stasterday

atSilverstone.

Anumberof drivershavemadethe

progressionfromtheGinettaseries

totheCarreraCupinrecentyears,

includingLadell’s fellowchampions

TomOliphantandTomWrigley.

“It’sdefinitelyanoptionforus,”said

formerRenaultUKClioCupdriver

Ladell.“Wewanttomoveonfrom

Supercup,sothisisthenextstepup

forusontheladder.Obviously, itall

comesdowntobudgetreally,butit

wouldbenicetodoit.

“Icouldn’tbelievehowdifferentit

was.It’ssuchawell-builtcarandfelt

reallygoodgoingupthroughthe

gears.It’s likenothingelse.”

LadellwasjoinedbySupercuprivals

TomRoche,JacConstableandAm

classchampionMichaelCrees, the

latteralsosayingaswitchtoPorsches

wouldbeanoptiontoconsiderfor2019.

Jordan is one of the BTCC’s Goodwood regulars

Series last raced at Knockhill in 2016

Squad purchases cars and licences from AmD to field two cars

Team ran Harrison in JCW Minis

LadellcouldswapGinettaforPorsche

Rockingham starts soon to be history
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American Legends racer and world champion Jordan O’Brien makes UK return at Brands

 Legends double world champion 

Jordan O’Brien made his second 

British appearance after a last-

minute offer from Matt Roach 

Racing to drive a spare car in 

the UK championship finale at 

Brands Hatch last weekend.

The American made a big 

impact on his first transatlantic 

visit, recording two wins at the 

Anglesey track in May. He 

received the invitation to Brands 

a week before the event and saw 

the track for the first time when 

he took part in Friday testing, 

later topping the times in both 

qualifying sessions.

“In America Brands Hatch is 

seen as one of  the world’s top 

tracks, so to come here and look 

around at all these people is 

pretty crazy,” he said. 

Sadly the weekend didn’t live 

up to hopes, as a number of  

minor problems on a car not 

used for some time plagued 

his efforts. Seventh place from 

24th on the grid in Sunday’s 

final race demonstrated what 

might have been.

O’Brien moved into Legends 

at the age of  14 and celebrated 

his 20th birthday last month. 

His sights are set on the 

Lamborghini Supertrofeo North

America for 2019. He added: “I 

would certainly like to spend 

other weekends racing in the 

UK and elsewhere in Europe.”

O’Brien comes from Maine, but

is currently based in Las Vegas 

where he works as an instructor

for an organisation which 

provides exotic car experiences.

DAVIDSON SWITCHES TO TF SPORT
WITH JONNY ADAM IN BRITISH GT

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Michael Chester, Gary Hawkins

Graham Davidson has targeted

the 2019 British GT title ahead

of aswitchtoTFSportalongside

three-time champion Jonny

Adam, billing it as an “all or

nothing year”.

The 2017 GT Cup champion

stepped up to the category with

a Jetstream Motorsport Aston

Martin Vantage this year, and

took a first win at Spa alongside

Maxime Martin, but was a

magnet for bad luck and only

finished seventh in the points.

After moving to partner

defending champion Adam,

who switches from Optimum

Motorsport back to the team

he won the 2016 title with,

Davidsonisdeterminedto

makethesteptochampionship

contenderwithAston’snew

VantageGT3.

“Theaimistodoalotof

simulatorwork,alotof testing

andtogetpolepositionsandwin

races–it’sanallornothingyear

forme,”DavidsontoldMN.

“I want to give myself the

best possible chance – I don’t

want to increase the budget a

little bit to find out that we

were runner-up and if I had

just put in a bit more testing

or a bit more simulator time

that we might have won.

“I don’t want to leave

anything to chance, so I will

employ the approach that Flick

[Haigh, 2018 champion] did last

year and give it everything I can

to give me the best chance.

“I’d like to think we’re

starting on the front foot

with the strongest package.

I’m ready for it, I just wish

the season could continue

on from the last one!”

Connor O’Brien will step up

fromtheGinettaGT5Challenge

to make his British GT debut in

GT4 with 2016 class champion

Optimum. The 18-year-old will

race one of the squad’s two

new Aston Martin Vantage

GT4s and join the revamped

AMR Young Driver Academy.

Ex-Formula 1 drivers Tommy Byrne and David Kennedy join Fiesta 6 Hour grid

The annual Mondello Park

Fiesta 6 Hour Endurance

race attracted some high

profile names to take on the

regular class pacesetters

last weekend, with ex-F1

drivers Tommy Byrne and

David Kennedy competing.

The pair teamed up

with Kevin McGarrity

and Niall McFadden in a

Murray Motorsport car,

with their main opposition

expected to come from

team-mates Michael

Cullen, Dave Maguire,

John Denning and Rod

McGovern – all former

saloon car champions.

Last year’s winner LOH

Motorsport was also

confident of challenging

with Vee drivers Dan Polley

and Patrick O’Dwyer

alongside former Fiesta

racer Ronan McHale.

At the end of qualifying

though, it was the local

MTR team of Lloyd

Murphy/Damien Murphy

and former team owner

Brendan Travers who

claimed pole position.

Unfortunately for them

though, they were late

leaving their garage and

the pitlane had closed,

meaning they, among

others, would have to start

the race from the pitlane.

In the closing stages, the

Barrable team of father

Michael and sons Peter

and Robert were in the

lead with the Murray

team of Cullen/Maguire/

Denning/McGovern on

the same lap, and closing.

At the final stop, with

the rain falling, Robert

Barrable took the wheel

and Murray Motorsport

responded by putting

Cullen in their car, and

fitting a new left front

tyre too.

Cullen immediately

began to slash the gap but

Barrable responded and

when Cullen tangled with

a backmarker, the safety

car was dispatched,

followed by the chequered

flag a few laps later.

A great comeback meant

the MTR equipe took

second, just from the SPCF

team of Alan Auerbach,

Mark Meenaghan, Mark

O’Donoghue and Shane

Murphy, who were in

contention throughout.

Byrne/Kennedy/

McGarrity/McFadden

finished sixth in their

Team Bristol Mallory car.

Davidson (l) Joins

TF with Adam

Young beats Coates for
Clio International win

British drivers finished first

and second in the Clio Cup

International Final at Paul Ricard

last weekend with Jack Young

beating Max Coates to the crown.

Northern Irishman Young,

last year’s Renault UK Clio Cup

Junior champion, has impressed

since switching to senior car

racing in the middle of this term

but had struggled to translate

his strong pace into results.

But that changed in France as he

qualifiedonpoleandledthroughout,

successfully maintaining his

advantage over UK runner-up

Coates after a late-race safety car,

caused by the other Briton in the

race, Brett Lidsey, tangling with

Frenchman David Pouget.

Young has received a 280bhp

Renault Megane RS as a prize

for winning the race.

“It’s amazing, Max pushed me

throughout the race, as he had

done earlier in the weekend,”

said MRM driver Young, who

topped the 37 cars that started the

race. “Gradually, he regained

ground but I managed to pull

away as soon as the safety car was

cleared. Therefore, I only had to

manage it to the finish. It’s great

and a bit surreal, but I hope to

defend my crown next year!”

Coates said he was “both

delighted and disappointed

with this result” having earlier

shared the Central European

race spoils with Young.

ThenewAstonMartin

VantageGT3willberaced

incustomerhandsforthe

first timeattheGulf 12

HoursinAbuDhabinext

month,withthreecars

respectivelyenteredby

TFSport,Beechdean

AMRandtheSwiss

R-Motorsportsquadthat

will fieldtheAston

Martin-badgedDTM

effortnextyear.

JonnyAdamand

AhmadAlHarthywill

reprisethecombination

thatsealedthe2017

BlancpainEndurance

Pro-AmtitleatTFSport,

alongwithAstonstalwart

DarrenTurner,while

BeechdeanAMRpatron

AndrewHowardwill

sharewith2016BGT

team-mateRossGunn,

two-timeAmerican

LeMansSeries

championChrisDyson

andEmiratidriver

HumaidalMasaood.

TeamregularJake

Denniswillsharethe

R-Motorsportcarwith

MarvinKirchhoferandan

unconfirmedthirddriver.

Thecardebutedinthe

VLNEnduranceSeries

attheNurburgring

Nordschleife inOctober

withTurnerandMaxime

Martinclaimingpole

positionandfinishing

fourthinVLN8.
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Team Barrable took victory in the Fiesta 6 Hours after late safety car

StrongformfromBrits inFrance

Customers to race 
new GT3 Aston

Adam (r) with TF in 2016

O’Brien wants UK 

Legends return





TomBrowncompetedintwo
differentcarsintheWalter
HayesTrophyatSilverstone,
eithersideofahospitalvisit
necessitatedbyrollinghis
VanDiemenRF79onthefinal
lapofhisheatatBecketts,after
clashingwithPaulMason’s
SwiftSC94.Brownwastaken
toNorthamptonGeneral
Hospital,butwasdischarged
withonlybruisingtohisknee.
Hegotbackoutintothe
SundayProgressionracein
hisfatherDave’ssecondcar,
aVanDiemenRF91,and
finishedeighth.Heretired
fromtheLastChancecontest
afterdamagedwingmirrors
lefthimwithnovisibility.

Photo: Rachel Bourne

Irish Supercars ace Fenton raced Murray’s car in theWHT

SHP TO RUN THREE CLASSES
Pickups organiser takes over Intermarque and will create US-style sprint series

Photos: Richard Styles, Gary Hawkins, Steve Jones, Jakob Ebrey

ByStephenLickorish

Theorganisersof thePickupTruck
RacingChampionshipareplanning
tocreateamini-packageof three
series torunat thepopularBritish
Truckmeetingsnextyear.

InadditiontoitssuccessfulPickup

series,SHPEngineeringwillalsorun

aSuperSilhouetteschampionship

andaseriesforAmerican-style

sprintcarsattruckmeetings,with

thefocusonprovidingentertaining

racingforspectators.

SHPwilltakeoverorganisingthe

BritishAutomobileRacingClub-run

Intermarqueseriesandwillrename

ittoreflectthecategory’soriginaltitle–

althoughtheexistingIntermarque

organisersstill intendtohavetheir

ownseparateseriestoo.

“WehadameetingwiththeIntermarque

driversandtheyseemedonboardfor

it,”explainedSHPfounderSonny

Howard.“CarlBoardleyhadanew

GinettaoutatBrandsHatch[builtto

thenewseries’regulations]andhe’s

gottwoorthreeothersonorderand

RickyHunnhadanewMazdaRX-8.

“Wehaverewrittentherulessoit

willbeforspaceframechassis, front-

engined,rear-wheeldrivecars.Ithinkit

relatesitbacktowhatitwasinthefirst

place[whentheserieswasfoundedoff

thebackof shortovalracing].We’vealso

changedthenametoSuperSilhouettes

andit’snowwhatitsaysonthetin.By

rewritingtheregulations,we’veended

upbringingtheminlineandtheywill

usethesamepointssystemand

qualifying[format]asthetrucks.”

RichardSmith,along-standing

Intermarqueracer,alongwithhis

brotherSimonandsonsLewisand

Daniel,welcomedthechange.He

believesitwillhelpattractnewentries

andadded:“Wewantittoberun

professionallyandtoraceatsome

biggermeetingssowehavetobe

preparedtotravelabitmore.”

SuperSilhouetteswon’tjointhe

PickupsatThruxton,withHoward

describingtheHampshirecircuitas

“notreallysuitableforthem”,butwill

appearattheotherrounds.

Howardisalsolaunchingathirdseries

forAmerican-stylesprintracers–and

carsfromallthreecategorieswillbeat

AutosportInternationalinJanuary.

“It’sanewconceptwithentertainment

valueandit’ssomethingdifferent,”said

Howard.“Itwillbequirky.Buttheydon’t

runbigenginessohaven’tgotthebigtop

[section].We’vegotsixinbuildandthey

willalsobeattheAutosportshow.

“There’slotsof kidsandfamiliesthat

gotothebigtruckeventsandIthink

thesecarswillappealtothesepeople.”

Howardalsoplanstocreateaspecial

eventfortheclassesatCroftinSeptember.

“WearehopingtogointoDarlington

shoppingmallandendupputtingthe

trucksandSuperSilhouettesonshow,”

hesaid.

AdditionalreportingbyBrianPhillips

Drivers slam “dangerous” use of a live snatch recovery during Walter Hayes Trophy

Fenton eyes full
National campaign

LeadingFormulaForddrivers

andteamsslammedWalter

HayesTrophyofficialsover

theuseof atelehandlerto

conductalivesnatchrecovery

duringthesecondsemi-final

atSilverstoneonSunday.

ScottishdriverLoganHannah’s

carwasstrandedatthesideof the

circuitaftercontactwithStephane

Lemeretbeforethefirstcorner.

Theclerkof thecoursedeployed

thetelehandlertoretrievethe

carunderyellowflagconditions,

withtheprocesstakinga

numberof lapstocomplete.

Three-timeWalterHayes

TrophywinnerJoeyFoster

wasunhappywiththedecision.

“Itwasthemostdangerous

situationIhaveeverseenoneof

thoseused,”hesaid.“Itwasvery

slipperyintoCopse,youcould

easilylockuponthedownshift,

evenwhenyou’renotpushing.

“Asafetycarwouldhave

beenabsolutelyfineinthose

conditions.Theyhaveto

understandthatitcan’t

happen.If acarisoff two-thirds

of thewayaroundLuffield,

rightinthegravelattheback,

fairenough.Butnotwhen

youareapproachingat120mph,

withmarshalsandthesnatch

vehiclejustoff thetrack.”

Hannah’sGrahamBrunton

Racingteamwasalsounhappy

withhowtheincidentwas

handled.“Thetrackislicensedto

doit,butanyMSVR-administered

championshipdoesn’tuselive

snatches,noBRSCCopen-wheel

seriesusesthem,”saidCraig

Brunton.“Herewe’retoldit’sa

trophyevent[andthey’re

allowed].Agroupof usspoketo

theclerkof thecourseandhesaid

hewouldtakeittothestewards.”

Theremainderof theevent

passedwithouttheneedfor

furtherlivesnatchesin

exposedpositions.

Aspokespersonforthe

organisingHistoricSportsCar

Clubsaid:“Theclerksin

conjunctionwiththecircuit

safetyteamwillultimately

decidewhatisthemost

appropriatewaytodealwith

anincident,andonthisoccasion,

livesnatchwasemployed.

Silverstoneislicensedfor

livesnatchandallteams

werebriefedthiswouldbein

operation.Weasaclubwilluse

livesnatchwhereitislicensed.

“Thestewardsandtheclerksof

thecourseatthisracemeeting

confirmedthatthesafetyteam

conductedtherecoverypromptly

andefficientlywithinthelicence

requirements.Overalltheevent

producedexcellentracingwith

onlyoneracebeinghaltedbya

redflagacross17races.Our

thanksgotoallmarshals,

officialsandcompetitors, for

theirassistancethroughoutthe

event, forachievingthatresult.”

New package to focus

on entertaining racing
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Safetycarwascalledinfinalafterearlierlivesnatchangeredsome

RACING NEWS

PROVISIONAL CALENDAR

SHP series in 2018

DATE CIRCUIT

April 21/22 Brands Hatch
May 11/12 Pembrey
June 1/2 Brands Hatch   
 (American SpeedFest)

June 29/30 Thruxton
July 28 Mallory Park
Aug 10/11 Donington Park
Aug 26 Mallory Park
Sept7/8 Snetterton
Sept21/22 Croft
Nov2/3 BrandsHatch

New Ginetta has been built

Intermarque to be renamed

Irish Supercars winner  

Cameron Fenton is targeting 

a campaign in the British 

Racing and Sports Car Club’s 

National Formula Ford 1600 

Championship after making 

his Walter Hayes Trophy 

debut last weekend.

The 2017 Ginetta Junior 

Ireland runner-up received a 

late call to compete in the Hayes

in Niall Murray’s regular Van 

Diemen RF99, with the 2016 

Hayes winner busy with the 

Mondello Park Fiesta race.

Fenton is a contender for the 

Sexton Trophy prize in Ireland 

– with the winner receiving 

50,000 euros (£43,787). Should 

he win the prize, Fenton 

would put it towards a 

season in National FF1600.

“I got a phone call last week 

saying would I want to race,” 

he said. “Thursday testing 

was wet so really it [Saturday] 

is my second day and I think I 

did well. This is completely 

different to Irish supercars!

“If  I get that £50,000 I want to 

do a full season next year with 

Team Dolan, and that money 

would [help] make it [happen].”

Fenton had previously 

contested a couple of  FF1600 

races in Northern Ireland but 

was delighted to finish sixth in 

his heat and was 17th in the final.

“That feels like a win as it’s 

my first Walter Hayes Trophy,” 

he added. 





Porsche 356 leads entry

Irishcrew’ssuccess
IrishcrewRayCunninghamand
JaredGill sealedtheHRCROld
StagerChampionshipandthe
MiniSportCupChallengeonthe
recent final round, theCheviot
Stagesover theOtterburnranges.
Theeventwasmarredbyaserious
accident forMinicrewIanClare
andAntonyElkeswhowereboth
hospitalisedwithback injuries.
Theywere takentoNewcastle for
treatmentand later reportedto
bemakinggoodprogress.

Himalayanwoe
Landslides,closedroadsandbiblical
stormshit the inauguralHimalayan
Challenge fromtheEnduranceRally
Association,whichwasoneof the first
classic rallies to run in India.From40
classicandvintagecrews,Michael
VelascoandPeterStGeorge took
victoryon the21-dayevent in their
1971Mercedes-Benz280S.The
event finished in theshadowsof the
TajMahal inAgra.

Endurovoyage
FrenchpromoterPeterAutowill
breaknewgroundbyfielding
oneof itscategories in theMiddle
East later thismonth.TheSixties
Endurancegridwill join the
programmeat theBahrainGT
Festival (November30-December
1) to racealongsidemodernGT
grids fromtheSROMotorsports
Group.Agridofperiodsportsand
GTcarswill contest tworaceson
theSakhircircuit in theBahrain
ClassicChallenge.

Bouclesboggles
TheLegendsBouclesofBastogne,
thebiggestBelgianhistoric rallyof the
season,will featureanewcategory
in2019forcarsbuilt up to theendof
1990.TheSuperLegendscategory
on theFebruary2/3eventwill be for
periodcorrect two-wheeldrivecars
including theBMWM3,FordSierra
RSCosworth,OpelKadettand
Peugeot205.Four-wheel-drivecars
will notbepermitted.

Arcticparty
Twentyyearsafter the firstArctic
CircleClassicRally, thesecond
editionwillbeheld inJune2020.
The4300-mile routewill start in
theNetherlandsandfinish just
northofOslo, taking in theBaltic
StatesandScandinavia.The
ArcticCircle2020 (June12-29,
2020)willonlybeopentovintage
carsproducedbefore theend
of1949andclassics frombefore
theendof1967.

Stagemasters
WelshcrewKenDaviesandAlan
Joneswerecrownedoverallwinners
of theHRCRStageMasters
Challengeafter thecancellationof
theplanned final round, theWyedean
Rally.TheyusedaVolvoAmazon
andaLotusCortinaduringabusy
13-rallyseasonandwill nowend
theyearbycontesting theSilver
FernRally inNewZealand ina
FordEscortMk2.

HISTORICS

Harris and Suter make Mini history in Corsica One-make Porsche series expanded for ’19

NorthamptonaccountantPhil

Harrisandco-driverRichard

SuterrecentlytooktheirMini

Coopertosuccessonthefour-day

TourdeCorseHistoriqueby

winningtheIndexof Performance.

HarrisandSuterfinished

40thoverallandsecondintheir

category.“Myfirstaimwastoget

totheendof dayone,asin1967the

threeBMCfactoryMinisdidnot

getthatfar,”saidHarris.

The500-mileroutetackled

Corsica’snarrow,twistingroads

overhighmountainrangesin

rapidlychangingweather.

“Not only were we the only

British crew on the rally,” said

Harris, “but we were also in

the oldest car with the smallest

engine, and it was our first

time in Corsica!”

The one-make series for two-

litre pre ’66 Porsche 911s

from the French-based Peter

Auto organisation will be

expanded in 2018 following

the success of this year’s

inaugural series.

A number of British teams

and drivers supported the

new concept and grid levels

ranging from 26 to 36 cars

have prompted Peter

Auto to develop the

2.0L Cup for 2019. “Boosted

by its success, the 2.0L

Cup will be part of all six

meetings organised by Peter

Auto,” said a spokesman.

The season will start at

Barcelona on April 5-7 for

the annual Espiritu de

Montjuic historic festival.

Crosby and Pullan look to land back-to-back Rally of the Tests wins

Former Formula 3000 team

manager Paul Crosby and

co-driver Andy Pullan will bid

to repeat their 2017 victory on

the Rally of the Tests when this

year’s rally starts in Harrogate

on Thursday evening.

The Porsche 356 of Crosby and

Pullan is among a 90-car entry for

one of the toughest UK classic

rallies as the route runs from

HarrogatetoBristolviamid-Wales.

Crosby worked for March

Engineering, Dave Price and

Eddie Jordan in F3000 in the

late 1980s and early 1990s.

After Thursday evening’s

prologue in Yorkshire, crews face

three long days before the Sunday

afternoon finish in Bristol. The

routetakesin30specialtestsand17

regularitysectionsinaneventthat

recreatestheRACRalliesof the

1950s.Theovernighthaltswillbe

atSuttonColdfieldonFridayand

NewportonSaturday.Entries

featurecarsuptotheearly1980s,

butthemainawardsareforpre’68

cars.Spectatorinformationis

availableatheroevents.eu.

ByPaulLawrence

The50thanniversary
ofFormula5000willbe
celebrated inafeature
displayatAutosport
Internationalat the
NECBirminghamon
January10-13.

TheHistoricSportsCarClub

willhonourthespectacular

single-seatercategorywitha

six-cardisplayof themighty

five-litremonsters,which

arrivedintheUKforthe1969

season. CarsfromLola,

McLaren,Surtees,Gurney

andMcRaewillbeonshowfrom

theclub’sDerekBellTrophy

raceseriesandformerF5000

driverswillbeinvitedtoattend

ontheFridayof theshow.

BasedontheUSFormulaA

class,Formula5000was

introducedtotheUKby

JohnWebbfromBrands

Hatchandtheinaugural

raceatOultonParkoverthe

Easterweekendin1969was

wonbyPeterGethinina

McLarenM10.

At its peak in the early

1970s, Formula 5000 was

active in America, Canada,

New Zealand, Australia

and Europe.

TheHSCCdisplaywill include

anex-MikeHailwood1971

SurteesTS8andthe1970

McLarenM10BracedbyGethin

forSidTaylor’steam.The1969

ex-HorstKrollLolaT142will

representtheearlycars,while

the1975LolaT400,nowraced

successfullybyMichaelLyons

intheDerekBellTrophy,isone

of theultimateF5000designs.

Grahame White, boss of the

HSCC, said: “Formula 5000

played host to so many iconic

names that we recognise to

this day. It was a category

which came to the UK in

1969 and thrilled fans with

some extraordinary works of

engineering and raw power.”

Legendary single-seater monsters head for the NEC in January

F5000 ICONS JOIN
AUTOSPORT DISPLAY

DOWNTHE

PUB
WITH
MATTEO
FERRER-AZA
Historic F1 newcomer

Age:23 Lives:Lausanne,

Switzerland

IN BRIEF

‘Thurston won the
Pre-’82 finale’
Walter Hayes report, p26

GETTING TO GRIPS WITH A NEW ELECTRIC RACER PAGE 24

He started in junior 
single-seaters
“I started off with the Intersteps 
single-seater category in 
the UK and then moved on to 
BARC Formula Renault and did 
two years of that. At that stage 
I was living in England as I was 
born and bred here, in London 
and then Suffolk. So it is a home 
away from home. When I was 
15 or 16 I did a day of karting at 
Buckmore Park and caught the 
bug. I did Renault in Europe and 
some Formula 3 testing and that 
was about as high as it went.”

He was attracted 
to historics
“Whenever we went to 
Donington Park for open testing 
I used to go on the pitwall and 
watch the old F1 cars. They 
had to drag me away to get 
into my car for the next session 
because I was so taken by 
these old cars. I developed a 
passion for the history of the 
sport and my manager Peter 
Collins was in F1 in that period.”

He decided to make 
the switch
“I wanted to give it a go in the 
modern side of the sport but 
got a bit sick of it and in the end 
I didn’t enjoy it. I wanted to try 
my hand at historic racing 
so I decided to try and find 
something to drive, which is 
hard if you are unproven and not 
known in the historic scene.”

He tried some GT cars
“I drove a 1969 Alfa Giulia 
Sprint at a trackday in France 
and then a Shelby GT350 
Mustang, which was my first 
taste of driving historic cars. 
I’d tried a round of the Porsche 
Supercup, but didn’t like it. 
As I’d enjoyed driving tin-top 
historics, I wondered how the 
single-seaters would be.”
 
Historic F1 beckoned
“I wanted to race in Historic 
F1 and looked for a car for my 
family to buy as an investment 
and we were very lucky to find 
the Ligier JS11 at the beginning 
of the year. I went to see it in 
Paris with Rob Hall  and it was 
love at first sight. It is unlike 
anything else and it is a dream 
come true. The plan for this 
year was to see how it goes 
and get the car set up. Next 
year, hopefully, we’ll have a 
proper crack at it.”

Photos: Ben and Paul Lawrence

The ex-Horst Kroll 

Lola will be on show

Ferrer-Aza is a Ligier fan
Davies and Jones won title

Clare beats the hordes in the Vintage Sports-Car Club’s speed championship

Gary Clare, competing in the 

one-off  Grannie Special from 

1928, has been confirmed 

as overall winner of  the 

Vintage Sports-Car Club’s 

hugely successful 

speed championship.

Across a season of  sprints 

and hillclimbs, Clare scored 

in eight of  the nine rounds

and was a clear

champion. 

He capped his 

campaign with the

best vintage time

at Loton Park 

in September.

Jo Blakeney-

Edwards, wife of prolific 

historic racer 

Patrick, finished 

verall runner-

p in her 1929 

Frazer Nash 

uper Sports 

while out-going 

hampion David 

Furnell (1930 Austin 7) 

completed the top three.

Peter Batty (Frazer Nash) 

won the Young Driver 

Award for those under 

30 and James T  Roberts 

(1917 Vauxhall 30-98) won 

the Novice Award in his first 

season of  competition.
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Craig Breen was the

last Circuit winner
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RALLY NEWS

CIRCUIT OF IRELAND RETURN
NEARS REALITY FOR 2020

ByDavidEvans

ApotentialCircuitof Irelandreturn
movedastepcloserafterevent
organiserBobbyWilliswas joined
bygovernmentofficialsona ‘fact-
finding’missiontoRallyofSpain.

NorthAntrimMemberof Parliament

IanPaisleyandtworepresentatives

fromTourismNorthernIrelandwere

inSpainwithCircuitof Irelandevent

directorWillis.

WillistoldMotorsportNewshis

priorityremainstoreturntheCircuit

of Irelandtotheinternational

rallycalendar.

Willissaid:“Tworepresentatives

fromtheevent’ssideof Tourism

NorthernIrelandcameforasitevisit

toseethepotentialof amotorsport

event.Iknowthisrallyverywelland

itcanbefascinatingforpeopleof a

non-motorsportbackgroundtocome

andseewhathappenswithamajor

eventlikethis.

“TheCircuithasn’trunforthelast

twoyearsandit’snotgoingtohappen

nextyear,butwe’retargeting2020to

bringtheeventback.”

Willis’presenceinSalousparked

speculationof apossibleWRCround

inNorthernIreland.

AskedaboutWRCambitions,Willis

said:“I’veneverdeniedthatmyultimate

ambitionwouldbetogettheCircuitto

thehighestlevelof worldrallying–that

wouldbeanincredibleachievementfor

theteamandit’salevelatwhichIthink

oureventwouldsitcomfortably.But

we’retalkingtotheEuropeanRally

Championship,we’retalkingtolots

of peoplerightnow,but, likeIsaid,

collectivelywe’reworkingtowards

gettingtheCircuitof Irelandback

onthecalendar.”

Britain’sroundof theWRC,Wales

RallyGB,willreturntoWalesforthe

20thseasoninsuccessionnextyear,

butMSAchairmanDavidRichardshas

admittedtheeventcouldrotatefrom

region-to-regionfrom2020onwards.

Richardssaid:“They’re[theWelsh

Government]willingtosupportRally

GBforanotherthreeyears,butthey

alsoseethatif theeventhastoexpand

andgotootherregionsof theUKas

partof thatprocess,they’rewillingto

supportthataswell–solongaswe’re

willingtocomebackagain.It’sa

win-winforeverybody.”

It’sthroughsuchanagreementthat

themovetoNorthernIrelandcouldbe

onthecards.

DemocraticUnionistPartymember

PaisleyaccompaniedWillisinSpainas

chairmanof theNorthernIreland’s

MotorsportTaskForce.

Willissaid:“It’sgreattohaveIanin

Spaintoseeaneventrunningatthis

level.TheTaskForceiskeytothefuture

of motorsportinourpartof theworld

andhavingIanonsidewiththatisvitalin

areassuchasdevelopingthevolunteer

baseandrealisingtheeconomicimpact

andvalueof motorsportintheprovince.

“Whenyou’reouthereonaWRCround

likethis, itbecomesobvioushowmuch

workgoesinfromthemarshalsand

organisers–forIantoseethisfirst-hand

isinvaluable.”

TheeventalsogavePaisleyaninsight

intowhataWRCroundcouldmeanto

NorthernIreland.

“I’dlovetobeabletosaywecangetit

toNorthernIreland,”saidPaisley.

“That’soneof thereasonswhyI’mhere

thisweek,tolookatthepotentialforabig

motorsporteventlikethis.Anddowe

havethehungerandthecapacitytotake

onsomethinglikethis?ThisisFormula1

standardandthisisFormula1forthe

workingmanandit’s[about]trying

tomakesurewecouldcopewiththis.

IthinkwecouldandIthinkwe’ddoit

brilliantly,butobviouslyitcostsmoney

andBobbyhastopersuadethe

government[of thebenefits].

“Thepotentialreturnoninvestment

isgoodandthat’sapositive.If Bobby

cansellthattotheboffinscalculating

thenumbersthenmaybewecan

getthemtolookfavourablyonthe

possibilityof gettingaWRCroundto

NorthernIreland.That’saconclusion

Bobby,histeamand,I’msure,all

motorsportfanslikemeinNorthern

Irelandwouldlovetogetto.”

PaisleyalsopaidtributetoWillis’

hardworkanddedicationtoreturn

theCircuitof Irelandtoformerglories

andpossiblybeyond.“Thisman’sa

rockstar,”hesaid.“Theintellectual

propertyandknowledgehebringsis

afantasticassetandIthinkwe’dbe

madif wedon’tcapitaliseonthat

soonerratherthanlater.”

TheWRChasbeenseentwiceinthe

NorthernIrishlaneswhenacross-

borderRallyIrelandranoutof Sligo

in2007and2009.

Photos: ERC Media, mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Tourism chiefs and MP visit Rally of Spain for pointers

The Northern Irish delegation 

wasn’t the only region visiting 

Rally of  Spain last month – 

Liverpool was also represented.

MN understands Liverpool 

is the favoured option for the 

start and Thursday night 

superspecial at next year’s

Wales Rally GB. 

A member of  Liverpool council 

flew out to Spain on Thursday to 

visit the Salou service park and 

Barcelona superspecial stage. 

Neither the council or Rally GB 

had any comment to make on 

the visit, but MN’s sources 

have confirmed the trip was 

a successful one.

Liverpool is no stranger to 

closing roads for motorsport 

events with the Red Bull Drift 

Shifters running in the city 

centre in August. The route 

for a city-centre superspecial 

would be expected to run along 

a similar, high-profile route 

in and around the docks. 

Liverpool City chiefs 
visit Rally Spain too
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Ireland last hosted the WRC in 2009



Loeb will

tackle Dakar

Kovalainen’s rally went south

InspiredbyhisRallyof Spain

victory,SebastienLoebhas

decidedtotakeanothershotat

amaidenDakarwinnextyear.

Earlierthisyear,following

Peugeot’swithdrawalfromits

Dakarprogramme,Loebtold

MotorsportNewshecouldn’t

imaginehimself returning

totheSouthAmerican

marathon.Now,however,

freshfroma79thWorldRally

Championshipwin,he’sback

andchasingvictoryinPeru

inaprivately-runPHSport

Peugeot3008DKR.

Inhiseffortstobecomethe

firstnon-factorydriverto

winDakarsinceJean-Louis

Schlesserin2000,Loebwill

facethefull forceof X-raid’s

Mini-basedsquad–ateam

whichincludesthreeof his

formerPeugeotcolleagues,

CarlosSainz,Stephane

PeterhanselandCyrilDespres.

“ThroughoutmycareerI’ve

alwaysbeenconsideredtobea

favourite,”saidLoeb.“While

I’mobviouslymotivated

bywinning,havingfunis

importanttoo,sotakingpart

inthe2019DakarwithDaniel

[Elena,co-driver],asprivate

outsiders, isafantastic

challenge.I’mreadytogive

itago:alittlebit likemythree

WRCappearancesthisyear,

wheresuccesswasfarfrom

beingguaranteed.”

Aregulationchangeforthe

January6-17eventmeans

Loebwon’tbeabletodrivethe

latestwider-trackDKRMaxi

heusedthisseason.Instead,

hewilldrivethe2017-speccar

heusedtofinishsecondon

lastyear’sDakar.Becauseof

hislatedecisiontocommitto

theevent,hehasmissedthe

traditionalwarm-uprallies

andwillcompletehisown

privatetestnextmonth.Much

of thattimewillbefocused

ongettingthebestoutof

himself,Elenaandthecarin

thedunes.Morethan70per

centof January’srouteruns

throughthePeruviandunes.

“Ionlymadethedecisionto

gotoDakaragainatthelast

minute,butI’mstillhungry

forthewin,”saidLoeb.

“We’reprobablylacking

somepreparationbutIdidn’t

forgeteverythingIlearned

overthelastthreeyears.It’s

goingtobeanadventure.”

Japan’sfutureintheWorld

RallyChampionshiplooks

securefollowingthesuccessful

runningof theShinshiroRally

candidateroundlastweekend.

Thetwo-dayeventincluded

15all-asphaltstages,threeof

whichweresuperspecials

throughShinshiroPark.

FIAsafetydelegateMichele

Moutonattendedalongwith

manufacturerrepresentatives

andWRCPromoter’sOliver

Ciesla.RallyJapanhadbeen

widelyexpectedtoreturntothe

WRCcalendarnextseason,but

thathasnowbeenputback

toalikely2020date.

Cieslasaid:“Froma

promotionalpointof view,

thisrallymetourexpectations.

Obviously,wecan’tspeakforthe

FIA,butthesportingchallenge

fromthisrallywasverygood.”

Cieslasaidtheappetitefor

theWorldRallyChampionship

remainsasstrongasever,

despitethefacttheseries

hasn’tvisitedsinceafinalvisit

toHokkaidofortheSapporo-

based2010event.

“Thefanbaseisvery,very

strong,”saidCiesla,aftermore

than50,000turnedoutforthe

ShinshiroRally.“Thiswillbea

rallyforthefans.Theorganisers

willviewnextyearasawarm-up

year[foraproposedcalendar

returnin2020].It’salreadya

greatachievementtohave

Juho Hanninen and Heikki

Kovalainen were the

highest profile drivers

at last weekend’s Shinshiro

Rally in Japan.

Toyota Gazoo Racing driver

Hanninen was present in

Japan to drive the Yaris WRC

on demonstration runs, while

former Formula 1 driver

Kovalainen was competing

in a Toyota GT86.

Kovalainen’s event went

awry when his car suffered

gearbox problems. The Super

GT driver said on social

media: “Gearbox went on

the third stage and we had to

retire for the day. Lost fourth

gear first then subsequently

all the others. Felt good but

the times weren’t good on the

first two stages, bit puzzled

there. Anyway, it’s so much

fun to be driving a rally car

for a change.”

‘Pryce wants to 
topple Rovanpera’
Welshman’s big plans, p14
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Thumbs up for Japan after candidate event

Toyota to boost Katsuta’s experience
Kovalainen suffers
car woe on Shinshiro

Toyotahasconfirmeda

‘massiveprogramme’of

testingforrisingJapanese

rallystarTakamotoKatsuta.

The25-year-oldandhis

countrymanHirokiArai

havebeenpartof theToyota

GazooRacingRallyChallenge

Programmeforthelasttwo

years–butonlyKatsutawill

moveforwardtothenext

levelphaseof thescheme.

Katsuta,whotookhis

maidenWRC2winonRally

Swedenthisseason,will

continuetodriveatthatlevel,

usingaFordFiestaR5(Toyota

doesn’thaveanR5car),butas

wellasthathehasbeenlinked

tooutingsinaYarisWRC.

HetestedaYarisWRCfor

thefirsttimeafterRally

Finlandinthesummer.

TGRteamprincipalTommi

Makinenconfirmedhisplan

forKatsutatoMN,saying:

“Wehaveaplantogivehim

sometestinginaWorldRally

Car.Iwouldliketoseeif we

canorganisehimamassive

programmefromthebeginning

of theseasonandorganisea

testdriveforhimin[theYaris]

WRC.Wewouldliketoseehim

behindthewheel.”

Theoriginalplanwasfor

KatsutatorunafourthYaris

WRCatRallyJapan,but

whentheHonshu-based

eventfailedtomakethe2019

calendar,theteamwasforced

intoarethink.

“Itwouldhavebeengood

tohavehadhiminthecarin

Japan,”saidMakinen.“It

wouldhavebeenagoodstory.

Nowwewanttocoachhim,

givehimlotsof supportand

advicethenwelookagainat

what’sgoingon.” AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS
“Who will be 
unveiled at the
Autosport Show

I
don’t often tell you what to do, 
but I’m going to do that today. 
Go and buy a ticket for Autosport 
International and make sure it’s 
for Saturday January 12 (other 
days are available and will, of 

course, be epic – but that day will be 
double-time epic, if not better).

Don’t waste time. Don’t delay. In fact, put MN 
down (I don’t say that very often, either) and go 
and do it now. 

Done it? Good. Now you can relax, safe in the 
knowledge that you’re going to be among the 
first people in the world to see the new livery for 
M-Sport, Hyundai, Toyota and Citroen’s 2019 
World Rally Cars together and in the flesh 
before anybody else in the whole wide world. 
And, on top of that, you’ll be the first to hear 
Sebastien Ogier talking about why he went 
back to Citroen and what he expects from his 
second stint as part of the Parisian workforce.

Next year’s World Rally Championship 
launch at Autosport International is going to 
be something special. This year’s was great, 
but there was frustration from everybody 
involved that so many of you missed out on 
it. Not next time. 

So who will be announced where, and what’s 
going on with Hyundai? Last I heard, Dani 
Sordo’s deal was done and he was on the verge 
of being announced for seven rallies next 
season, with Hayden Paddon bound to drive 
the i20 Coupe WRC on the other events.

Then it went all quiet. Hayden had nothing 
to say. And no news. As of earlier this week, 
there was no definite plan for an announcement 
from the German-based squad. I’ll keep 
digging and come back to you on that one. 

In the red corner, there’s more and more 
talk that Sebastien Loeb’s Spanish win will 
be enough to keep Citroen running three cars 
next year – and possibly even a fourth if Sheikh 
Khalid Al Qassimi brings Abu Dhabi back to the 
table again. If that happens, Loeb is reckoned 
near certain to be in the C3 WRC for five or six 
rounds, with Craig Breen taking the controls for 
the rest of the rallies.

Such a move would surely secure Elfyn 
Evans at M-Sport alongside Teemu Suninen 
for another season. And that would be that. 
Finally, the driver (and co-driver, we shouldn’t 
forget their part in all this) line-up would be 
done and sorted for 2019. 

Do any of us really believe that’s the end of it? 
Not a chance. Just like this thrilling season of 
world championship rallying we’re enjoying, 
there’s plenty more mileage in the who goes 
where story yet.

Just before I go, huge congratulations to 
Osian Pryce for his second place at Saturday’s 
Rally Ciudad de Granada in Spain. The 
Welshman has succeeded in reawakening the 
world to R4 rallying. There’s half a chance the 
former BRC frontrunner could do a bit more of 
that in the future, but for now it’ll be fascinating 
to see if this apparently already forgotten 
formula can ever take off.

LOEB CONFIRMS A DAKAR RETURN

broughtthisrallybackandnow

wehavetowaitonemoreyearto

comebacktoJapan.”

NeitherSaturdaynorSunday

rantofullWRClength,butthe

stagesusedweresomeof those

whichwouldbeintendedforthe

nation’sfirstWRCroundheldon

themainislandof Honshu.The

routefortheWRCcounterwould

runclosetoMountFujibetween

Tokyo,YokohamaandNagoya.

The campaign 
gathers pace

Hanninen’s presence came 

as no surprise given Toyota’s 

support for the event and 

Japan’s potential return to 

the world championship.

While overshadowed by the 

presence of WRC officials, the 

Shinshiro Rally was also the 

final round of the Japanese 

Rally Championship and the 

event was won by local hero 

and former Subaru factory 

driver Toshi Arai in an 

Impreza WRX. 

 

Photos: Oregon Trails Rally/Robert Mahony, Red Bull



Pryce was second

on his R4 outing

Pryce is ready to step up in 2019

M-Sport has someVolvos to offload...Simpsonwas13thintheSkodaFabia

RALLY NEWS
Photos: ERC Media, Félix Trigueros Moruno – FTM Foto
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:
IS MY MOTIVATION
ByDavidEvans

WelshmanOsianPrycehasset
hissightsontopplingKalle
Rovanperaasawayback into
theWorldRallyChampionship.

FormerDriveDMACKCupwinner

Prycehasmissedmuchof thisseasondue

toalackof sponsorship,butisworking

onafour-roundWRC2returntargeting

the18-year-oldFinnnextseason.

Prycereturnedtointernational

rallyingwithasensationalsecondplace

ontheSpanishgraveleventRallyCiudad

deGranada.GivingtheToyotaEtiosR4

itscompetitivedebut,Pryceandco-driver

DaleFurnisswonthreestagesontheir

waytosecondplace.MuchasPryce

appreciatedthe runinSpanishteam

ASM’sR4car,hissightsremainhigher.

“We’vegottotargetKalle,”Pryce

toldMotorsportNews.“He’stheguy

thateverybody’stalkingabout,he’s

thedrivereveryteamwants,soif we

cangetpasthimthenthat’sgoingto

helpgetusbackupthere.

“Tom[Cave]showedit’spossibletoget

neartohimonRallyGBthisyear,sowe’re

lookingatfourrallieswherewe’vebeen

beforetoseewhatwecando.Kalle’sa

younglad,buthe’sgotalotof experience

andhe’sspendingalotof timedriving

acar–he’sbecomethebenchmarkand

that’swhywe’vegottogetoutthereand

trytobeathim.”

PryceisputtingtogetheraWRC2

programmeincludingPortugal,

Germany,SpainandGB.

PrycehasonlystartedfourWRCrounds

inanR5car,buthassettimesclosetoor

atthefrontof theWRC2packoneach

occasion.Twoof hisoutingscameinan

M-Sport-run Fiesta R5 courtesy

of winning the DMACK series.

The 25-year-old is keen to retain

those M-Sport links.

“M-Sport has been really good to

me and I want to work with them going

forward,” he said. “At the same time, I

want to keep the good Ford links with

[sponsor] Hills Ford. Having said that,

if a Skoda’s coming in a lot cheaper for

the four rallies then I’d be mad not to

consider it – the priority right now is

to get back into the WRC and get

people talking about us again.”

M-Sport issellingoff its fleetof

Volvoreccecars,offeringfansarare

opportunitytobuysensiblypriced

carsdrivenbysomeof thesport’s

biggestnames.

ThedefendingWorldRally

championteamisoverhaulingits

fleetof reccecars,meaningthe

Volvos–someof whichhavebeenin

servicesince2004–arebeingmade

availabletothegeneralpublic.

DeputyteamprincipalRichMillener

toldMN: “Theresponsehasbeen

amazing,we’vesoldafewof them

already.Asyoucanimagine, they’re

invariousstates,butallpeoplewant

toknowiswho’sdriventhem.

“We’vegotcarsdrivenbyColin

[McRae],Carlos[Sainz],Marcus

Brit targets Finn’s successful impact as a benchmark for 2019 WRC2

Simpson tempted by
more European outings
Asuccessfuloutingonlastweekend’s

CondrozRallycouldbeenoughtotempt

formerBritishRallyChampionship

frontrunnerNeilSimpsonbackto

rallyingnextseason.

Absentfortwoyears,Simpsonguided

theToksportSkodaFabiaR5drivenby

ChrisIngramonRallyGBto13thplace

inBelgium.

“I’mchuffedwiththeresult,”Simpson

said.“Ittookmeacoupleof stagesto

getbackinto; ittakestimetogetthe

confidence,butwegotthere.I lovethis

rally.Youfeelprivilegedtocomeand

drivetheseroadsandcompeteona

rallywithenthusiasticorganisers

andsomanyfansmakingyoufeel

[Gronholm],basicallymostof the

sport’sbiggeststarshavebeenthrough

M-Sportandthey’vebeeninthese

Volvos. I thinkmostof themaregoing

tocollectors,butafewaregoingtobe

doingsomemorerecces inthefuture.

It’sachancetobuyarealpieceof the

sport’shistory.”

Anybodyinterestedinoneof the

carsshouldcontactNeilRobinson

on01900828888.

sowelcome.Thestagesweremuddyin

placesandeverycornerwasajudgement

callonhowmuchwewantedtorisk.”

Simpsonreturnedtorallyingin2014

aftera13-yearabsence.Nowaftertwo

moreyearsawayhe’sthinkingabout

anotherreturn. “I’dlovetodomore,”

hesaid.“It’s justtimeandbeingso

busywithwork,butI’mgoingtothink

aboutitandlookatnextseason.”
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Meeke halted on 
tragic Condroz Rally

Al-Attiyah rewrites 
the record books

M-Sport offers chance  
to own some WRC history

Kris Meeke’s return to 

competitive rallying ended 

prematurely when the engine  

on his Skoda Fabia R5 failed at  

last weekend’s Condroz Rally.

The Northern Irishman retired 

from third place after the car,  

run by Italian team Metior, hit 

problems on the fifth stage. 

The event was won by Meeke’s 

former Citroen team-mate 

Stephane Lefebvre. The 26-year-

old Belgian moved into the lead on 

SS2 and kept the C3 R5 out front to 

give it its highest profile win yet.

Like many, Meeke’s thoughts 

were elsewhere following an 

accident involving the Skoda  

of  Steve Matterne and co-driver 

Rik Vanlessen.

Vanlessen died in the accident, 

but it remains unclear whether  

he was killed in the impact or 

suffered a heart attack. Matterne 

was hospitalised with non-life-

threatening injuries. 

Meeke’s Facebook page read: 

“We all love motorsport and 

rallying because of  how exciting it 

is – for the drivers and navigators 

in the cars, for the team members 

who work so hard to keep the cars 

going, and for the fans who watch 

the action. But it’s dangerous and 

sometimes it reminds us of  that.

“Today, sadly, was one of  those 

occasions. I want to send my 

condolences to Rik Vanlessen’s 

family and friends.”

Nasser Al-Attiyah became  

the most successful driver  

in the history of the Middle 

East Rally Championship 

with a 12-minute win on  

last weekend’s Kuwait 

International event.

The Qatari driver’s 14th 

MERC title came at the wheel 

of a Ford Fiesta R5 prepared 

and run by British firm 

Autotek. Al-Attiyah’s latest 

championship win moves  

him past Mohammed bin 

Sulayem, who won 13 titles – 

his 14th came in 1989 when 

only half the rallies were  

held due to the Gulf War.  

The FIA declared 66 per  

cent of rallies must run for  

a title to be awarded. 

Despite his result, the 

47-year-old Al-Attiyah has  

no intention of stopping.  

He said: “This a fantastic 

result for me and the whole 

team after another excellent 

season. To break the long-

standing record is very 

satisfying. There have been 

many memories along the 

way and many battles with 

some great drivers. Now we 

can look to the future and 

pushing ahead with more 

records of our own.”

Al-Attiyah’s win was his 

seventh in Kuwait and his 

69th in the MERC.



Creighton

quick in R5

WRCs move

to Class 7

Prestone Motorsport News Junior British 

Rally Championship frontrunner William 

Creighton has confirmed he has no plans to 

switch classes after making his R5 debut on 

the Tyrone Stages Rally earlier this month.

Creighton was given the opportunity to 

drive a Citroen DS3 R5 on the sealed surface 

event after coming to an agreement with 

the car’s owners – David Greer Motorsport – 

and Race and Rally.

The former UK Young Rally Driver of  the 

Year recorded a string of  top three stage 

times in the dry to finish second overall, 

despite having had limited seat time in the 

French car beforehand.

“I got asked if  I would like to drive the car, 

I said yes, and DGM and Race and Rally put 

the whole thing together for me,” he told 

Motorsport News. “At the minute it is purely 

a one-off  for me.  What I found interesting 

was the similarities that exist between the 

Peugeot R2 I drive and the R5 car. The main 

differences are obviously the speed,thegrip

and power. It’s a beast!

“The chance to compete in an R5andget

some experience of  what they arelikewasa

good one but it was a bit for fun attheendof

a hard season in the British Championship.”

Creighton confirmed that he willreturn

to the Junior British Rally Championship

in 2019. This year he was a distantfourthto

eventual winner Steve Rokland, withhis

Ypres crash not helping. He had movedinto

the lead of  the R2 field before goingintoa

ditch with the finish line in sight.

“The plan is to do another seasoninanR2

car in the JBRC,” he said. “After whatwe

achieved in 2017, this year wasn’tgreat.The

cancellation of  two rounds didn’t do much 

for our cause this year, either. Once we get 

the budget together, we will try and win it.”

Rallyfan,volunteerand

competitorChrisEvans

madeareturntorally

competitionafter16years

outafterwinningacharity

auctiontojoinBrynmor

PierceinhisFordFiestaST

ontheNeilHowardStages.

Evans,47, isaparamedic,

buthasbeenworkingin

rallycontrolonvarious

eventsfor15years.

Heisalsoatalented

photographer,known

forhiscompanyChimera

Photographic.

Hebid£300fortheseat

withPierce,whoauctioned

theseat fortheWelsh

AirAmbulancethrough

theRallyForumat

WalesRallyGB,which

heorganises.

Thepair joinedforthe

OultonParkeventlast

Saturday, finishing

57thoverall.

“Thedaywasfantastic

anditwasanabsolute

pleasuretobesatwith

Brynmoronhisfirst

outinginhisnewly

acquiredST,”saidEvans.

“WeusedSS1togetto

knoweachotherandthe

car, thenpushedfromSS2

onwards.OnSS6the

inevitablemotionsickness

kickedin...butgotbackto

serviceandcleanedmyself

andcarupandheaded

outforSS7,8and9.

“Obviouslythemain

aimof thedaywasto

finish,whichwedid,and

toraisemoneyforthe

WalesAirAmbulance.

TheJustGivingpagewill

remainliveuntil theend

of November.Donations

arestillwelcome.”

YoucandonatetoEvans’

pagehere: justgiving.com/

fundraising/summit6.

Five-time Irish Tarmac Rally

champion Austin MacHale

was back behind the wheel

of a Ford Escort Mk2 last

weekend for the first time

in 37 years.

Driving the same car that

Donagh Kelly drove in the

Carrick on Suir Winter Rally

Sprint, MacHale won Class 3.

The event, which attracted

over 80 entries, was a

fundraiser for Our

Lady’s Children Hospital

in Crumlin, Dublin.

MacHale’s sons, Gareth

and Aaron, were also

competing – double driving

Aaron’s Citroen DS3 R5 –

but a broken driveshaft on

the penultimate run ended

their bid.

Cashel’s Pat O’Connell,

in a recently acquired

Mitsubishi Lancer E10, took

a start-to-finish victory.

He was 11.7 seconds in

front of the Lancer E9 of

Waterford’s Keith Power.

James Bradley (Honda

Civic) was 3.9 seconds

further behind in third.

Motorsport Ireland

has acted to clamp

down on drivers

modifying homologated

cars with a change to

its Class 20 regulations.

Homologated WRC and

R5 cars are supposed to

sit in Class 7 and 5

respectively, but drivers

have been increasing the

size of restrictors, for

example, and running

them in Class 20. MI has

stated that is not what

Class 20 was intended for.

A Motorsport Ireland

statement read: “At a

recent meeting of the

Motorsport Commission,

the following changes

were approved for Class

20. The changes will

come into effect for cars

competing in Class 20 on

all MI events for 2019.

“Competitors that, up to

now, competed in Class 20

with the following cars;

currently homologated

WRCs, RRCs, S2000 Rally

1.6T and R5s and modified

versions of these cars

will no longer be eligible

to enter Class 20

from January 1.”

The 2019 changes follow

last month’s meeting of

the Motorsport Ireland

Commission where

some 84 rule changes

were passed and will

be incorporated in

next year’s rules

and regulations.

‘Higgins seals first 
British Rallycross title’
Silverstone BRX, p29
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Charity co-driving for rally ace Chris Evans at Oulton

Hamilton nominated for 
Billy Coleman Award

Austin MacHale back in a Ford Escort after 37 years for Carrick Rally Sprint

Motorsport Ireland clamps down on WR cars in Class 20

Michael Hamilton has earned a 

nomination for Young Rally Driver 

of the Year for the months of 

September to October. 

The 23-year-old Honda Civic 

driver has earned a place in the 

final of the Billy Coleman Award 

which hands €50,000 to the winner, 

decided by a special panel.

Hamilton impressed with class 

wins on the Sligo Rally and the Clare 

Stages, finishing 12th and 15th on 

those events respectively.

Hamilton joins Opel Adam 

driver Jordan Hone, National 

junior champion Jason Black and 

Vauxhall Nova driver Derek Mackarel 

in being nominated for the award. 

A wildcard entry can also be selected 

to compete alongside the finalists.

The Billy Coleman Award has 

helped to launch the careers of the 

likes of Craig Breen, Keith Cronin 

and Rob Duggan.

Brynmor Pierce (l) auctioned a rally seat to Chris Evans (r)

CREIGHTON 
STICKS WITH R2

Kirkistown Rally 
axed due low entry
Mid Antrim Motor Club  

abandoned plans to hold the  

Kirkistown Stages Rally last 

weekend following a poor 

response from competitors.

At a cost of  £185, 13 crews put 

their names down for the single 

venue event which would have 

consisted of  six stages totalling 

20 competitive miles.

Those who entered included 

Kilrea’s Brian McCloskey in a 

Ford Fiesta R5+, Gareth Sayers 

in a S8-specification Subaru 

Impreza World Rally Car, and 

Dominic McNeill in a Ford 

Fiesta World Rally Car.

In a short statement, Mid 

Antrim Motor Club said: 

“Unfortunately, we had to the take 

the decision to cancel the rally 

due to a severe lack of  entries.

“Thanks to everyone who made 

the effort to put their entry in, and 

thanks to the army of volunteers 

who gave their time to organise 

the rally, and who committed 

their time to help us set-up and 

run the rally on the day.” 

With 2018 being Mid Antrim 

Motor Club’s opt-out year from 

the Northern Ireland Rally 

Championship, a single-venue 

event was thought to represent 

better value to teams and cost the 

club less financially. However, 

the entry level did not support 

that theory.

Consultation soon 
for closed roads
The Motor Sports Association 

and Scottish Motor Sports 

have confirmed that a public 

consultation for developing 

closed-road legislation has 

taken a step closer. 

Motorsport events cannot 

currently be held in Scotland 

due to the fact that any such 

event would suffer insurance 

difficulties under the 1990 closed 

road act. Therefore a new act 

needs to be drafted, but before 

the wording of  the act can be 

created, a 12-week consultation 

period must take place first. 

Both the MSA and SMS 

attended a recent meeting of  

the Motorsport on Public Roads 

Advisory Group in Scotland.

England and Wales passed 

legislation last year which 

enabled the MSA to grant closed 

road permits to events, with 

the approval of  the relevant 

local highway authority. 

MSA chairman David Richards 

said: “This is a further step 

towards reinstating some iconic 

motorsport events in Scotland, 

that have brought so much to 

their local communities, while 

providing the potential for new 

events to join the motorsport 

calendar in the future.”

Photos: William Neill, Lightning House, Martin Walsh



Morrison’sT
Subaru Impr

Fifth overall for

Stone at Oulton

Lee Holland Memorial Stages win on his R5 debut – Kirkaldy

Aftergiant-killingresultsinhis1600ccPeugeot106,BarryLindsaylookstohavedone
enoughtosealanotherSGPetchANECCCRallyChampionshiptitle.Inincredibly
toughconditionsandinafieldbrimmingwithWorldRallyCars,Lindsayfinished
eighthontheCheviotStagesoverOtterburnlastmonth.Lastweekendhetookastrong
34thoverallontheMaltonRallyintheforestsnearPickering.Lastyeartheprizeforthe
titlewasadriveinStephenPetch’sFordFiestaS2000turbo,whichheusedtowinthe
JackFrostStages.

Photo: Ewan Tindall

KRIS MEEKE’S NEW CHANCE FOR WRC GLORY WITH TOYOTA PAGE 20

RALLY NEWS

STONE MAKES FIESTA WRC
SWITCH FOR MN SERIES
ByJackBenyon

JohnStonemadeashockcarchange
for lastweekend’sNeilHoward
StagesatOultonPark, fieldinga
FordFiestaRSWRCwhichhewill
use in futureMotorsportNews
CircuitRallyChampionship rounds.

InthefirstMNroundof theseason

atOultonPark,Stonenarrowlymissed

outonfourthplaceinthecar.Hehas

swappedtotheWRCcarfromaFiesta

S2000witha2.5-litreMillingtonengine.

Thenewcarwaspurchasedfrom

KieranGraffininIreland,andStone

isplanningvisitstoIrelandandthe

Isleof Maninthenextyear.

“I’dlovetotakethecartoMonaghan

inAprilandI’dlovetodotheManx

National,”saidStoneof hisplansfor

nextyear.“It’sapropertoolforthat.

“Atthebackof mymindIalsohave

theNorthWestStagesandIwantto

haveasuper-competitivecarforthat.

It’salearningthingnow,wehaveto

startfromthebeginning.”

StonesponsorstheNorthWestStages

throughhisLegendFiresconcernin

Blackburn,andtheeventisparticularly

significantnextyearasit issettouse

closedroadsincompetitionforthe

firsttime.

Stonewasusurpedlateintherallyby

FiestaR5driverSteveSimpson,butwas

happywiththegeneralperformance.

“ItwasgreattobattlewithSteve

Simpson,”hesaid.“Westartedrallying

atthesametime20yearsago,battling

inmyPeugeot205andhehada306,which

hewasusingoncircuiteventseventhen.”

StonecouldgivehisThreeSisters

Championship-winningsonAlexadebut

inthecarattheGlynStagesatAnglesey

inlateNovember,andhasentered.

Photos: SMJ Photography, Pro-Rally Photography

Blackburn rally man debuts new challenger at Oulton Park

LeeHollandMemorialStages

winnerAlanKirkaldyhas

boughtaFordFiestaR5,and

hopestomakehisdebutinthe

carontheMotorsportNews

CircuitRallyChampionship’s

KnockhillRallyinDecember.

Kirkaldyhasregularly

competedinaMillington-powered

FordEscortMk2,butwonthe

LeeHolland–alsoaroundof

theMNseries–afterbeing

loanedanR5carbyPeterSmith.

“Mydadwasgoingtobuya

Ferraributhedecidedhe’dnever

driveitanditwouldjustsit inthe

garage,”saidKirkaldy.“Wehad

alookforanR5andgotone,it’s

Evo2,it’schassisnumber100

whichwasondisplayatthe

Autosportshow.Wesawitadvertised

inMilan.Itwasquitecheapbutit

neededabitof tidyingup.”

Kirkaldyisintheprocessof

decidingoneventstocompetein

nextyear,butishopingtheJim

ClarkRally–whichiswaitingfor

arulechangeonclosed-road

eventsfromtheScottish

government–willreturn.

“I’mhopingtheJimClarkcomes

backbecause,asmuchasIenjoy

single-venues,Ireallyenjoyproper

closed-roadevents,”hesaid.

“WhenIdidthePokerstars[Isleof

Man]lastyearitshowshowmuch

of ateameffortyouneedtowin.

“Ican’tcommittoachampionship 

duetowork.IwanttodoKnockhill 

togetbackintoitasit’sbeena

whilesinceI’vebeeninoneof

them[anR5].Thenwe’lldecide

aboutnextyear.”

Entriesarestillopenforthe

event.Althoughitwassettobe

atwo-dayrally, ithasbeen

reducedtoonetokeepcosts

downforcompetitors.

Motor Sports Association 

chairman David Richards 

believes clubmen-style 

events like the Neil 

Howard Stages need to 

be celebrated more than 

top events in order to 

keep motorsport alive. 

The Prodrive boss 

and 1981 World Rally 

champion co-driver 

competed on his first 

stage rally in 10 years on 

last weekend’s Oulton 

Park event, having been 

invited by the Motorsport

News Circuit Rally 

Championship.

“It’s so good to see the 

club events like this doing 

well, and you look at the 

enthusiasm of everyone 

involved and taking part,” 

said Richards, who has 

highlighted stimulating 

the grassroots of UK 

motorsport as a key target 

of his reign at the sport’s 

UK governing body. 

“That’s what it should be 

– it should be stimulating. 

They’ve looked after me 

well and it’s a really well 

organised event.

“We should celebrate 

this sort of event, 

rather than focus on 

the professional higher 

events that we’re used 

to. We would lose 

motorsport otherwise.”

Richards co-drove 

Graham Coffey’s Ford 

Fiesta RS WRC and 

the pairing took seventh 

overall. Coffey added: 

“We’ve enjoyed it. But, 

there’d have been a 

spotlight on me if I’d have 

crashed it with David 

Richards alongside you!” 

Richards: Club 
events need help

Kirkaldy will debut his new Ford Fiesta R5 at Knockhill in Motorsport News Circuit series

North of England champion Morrison to Manx Pokerstars Rally

Newly-crowned North of 

England Tarmacadam Rally 

champion Gordon Morrison 

will head to the Pokerstars 

Rally this weekend after 

what he says is his best 

performance of the season 

on the recent Cheviot Stages. 

Morrison – driving a TEG 

Sport Subaru Impreza 

co-driven byCalum

MacPherson

three events

championsh

year and topp

that off with

brilliant thir

overall on the

Cheviot in treacherous 

conditions against strong 

MSA Asphalt opposition.

After wrapping up the title 

he set out to win at the start 

of the year, Morrison hasn’t 

decided on what he will do 

next year.

“I’ve not set my mind on any 

championship, I justwantto

domorebuck tli

the Pokerstars and I’m first 

reserve now having started 

at 16th, so I’m getting there. 

“We went to Ireland this 

year and did the Donegal 

Harvest. It was amazing. I had 

a great time, the atmosphere 

is great and they really want 

you to be there. I want to 

try and do the big Donegal. 

the Jim 

o.”

red a 

r from 

urrently 

pment, 

ll likely 

e 

way 

ugh 
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Thecarthatfinishedsecond
onthelastroundoftheWorld
RallyChampionship,Rally
Catalunya,lastmonthmadea
surpriseappearanceatOulton
Parklastweekend.M-Sport–
whichwasrunningNeil
HowardStagespodiumfinisher
AlexLaffey’sFordFiestaR5–
broughtthecardrivenby
SebastienOgierandJulien
Ingrassiaandputitondisplay
fortheopeningroundofthe
MotorsportNewsCircuitRally
Championship.Forafullreport
ontheeventturntopage19.

Photo: SMJ Photography
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Unstoppable:

Payne’s Fiesta

PAYNEWINSAFOURTH
MALTON RALLY

Photo: Kevin Money, Black Mountains Media, Joseph John Gilbertson

Davies wins in Builth as he and fellow Nova man Evans tie on times

Malton Forest Rally
By Peter Scherer

Organiser: Malton MC &Clitheroe & DMC When: November 4 Where: 
North Yorkshire Championships: Northern Historic, ANCC, ANECCC, 
ANEMMC, EMAMC, SD34 Stage & Inter League Stages: 6 Starters: 89

For the fourth successive year, 
Charlie Payne and Carl Williamson 
proved unbeatable on the Malton 
Rally, but their Ford Fiesta had to 
see off a strong challenge from 
Ollie Mellors and Ian Windress’ 
Proton Iriz R5 first.

On the opening Cropton stage, 

Mellors pulled out a five-second lead 

over Payne, who shared second place 

with Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson’s 

Fiesta RS WRC. 

All three are past winners of  the rally, 

and soon began to ease their battle away 

from the pursuers. But Mellors had 

increased the lead to seven seconds after 

Gale Rigg, before Payne responded. “We 

just changed tyres after the first two and 

it made all the difference,” said Payne.

Payne was quickest through Langdale 

as they completed the first leg, reducing 

Mellors’ advantage to three seconds as 

the lead pair edged away from Petch, 

although the latter was safe in third.

Behind, the Subaru Imprezas of  

Richard Hill/Steffan Evans’ and Ian 

Bainbridge/Daniel May tied fourth, 

after both had ousted Dan Mennell/

Tom Rodgers’ Impreza. “I was taking 

too many risks but then backed off  

too much,” Mennell admitted, after 

dropping to seventh behind Matthew 

Robinson/Sam Collis’ Escort too.

With two more seconds off  his lead on 

the return to Cropton, Mellors’s gap was 

down to a solitary second. “I was going 

as fast as I could, the car was fantastic 

and we had no problems at all,” he said. 

But by the end of  the second Gale Rigg 

stage the lead had been turned into a 

seven-second deficit, with Payne 

finally taking victory by 11 seconds. 

Petch also had a troublefree run 

to retain third but, having gone clear 

in fourth, Hill joined the retirements 

on stage five, which handed the place 

to Bainbridge.

Despite a puncture on stage four, 

Mennell reclaimed fifth, while Robinson 

completed the top six and was first 

two-wheel drive and Historic entry. 

Matt Edwards/Hamish Campbell’s 

Fiat 131 had an early clutch problem, 

but having solved that a later exhaust 

malady was joined by the car “jumping 

out of  gear”. He still closed on Robinson 

in the last couple of  stages, having 

demoted Steve Bannister/Callum 

Atkinson’s Escort on stage four. Peter 

Smith/John Millington’s Fiesta and 

Petr Krizan/Lukas Sintal’s Mitsubishi 

Lancer E9 completed the top 10.

Steve Black/Paul Morris’ Suzuki Swift 

was never headed in Class 1, but the duel 

for Class 2 between Ben Cree/Shaun 

Wilson’s Peugeot 205 GTI and Barry 

Lindsay/Caroline Lodge’s Peugeot 206, 

finally went in Lindsay’s favour, aided 

by Cree collecting road penalties.

Despite a rear puncture on the last 

stage, David Crossen/Aileen Kelly’s 

Escort still retained the daylong lead in 

Class 3, while Nigel Cay/Fred Roberts’ 

Vauxhall Chevette topped Class 4.

Results
1 Charlie Payne/Carl Williamson (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) 37m08s; 2 
Ollie Mellors/Ian Windress (Proton Iriz R5) +11s; 3 Stephen Petch/
Michael Wilkinson (Fiesta RS WRC); 4 Ian Bainbridge/Daniel May 
(Subaru Impreza); 5 Daniel Mennell/Tom Rodgers ( Impreza); 6 
Matthew Robinson/Sam Collis (Ford Escort Mk2); 7 Matt Edwards/
Hamish Campbell (Fiat 131); 8 Steve Bannister/Callum Atkinson 
(Escort Mk2); 9 Peter Smith/John Millington (Fiesta R5); 10 Petr 
Krizan/Lukas Sintal (Mitsubishi E9).
Class winners: Steve Black/Paul Morris (Suzuki Swift); Barry 
Lindsay/Caroline Lodge (Peugeot 206); David Crossen/Aileen Kelly 
(Ford Escort Mk2); Nigel Cay/Fred Roberts (Vauxhall Chevette); 
Stuart Cariss/Linda Cariss (Escort Mk1); Robinson/Collis.

Builth Showground Stages
By Simon Gronow

Organiser: Herefordshire MC When: November 3  
Where: Royal Welsh Showground, Builth Wells  
Stages: 14 Starters: 55

After 14 stages over mixed 

surfaces at the Royal Welsh 

Showground, there was 

no separating the Vauxhall 

Novas driven by Sam Davies/

Martin Lasper and Ian Evans/

Justin Brooks.

Last year’s winner Davies 

moved into a one second lead 

after the first two stages, and 

he continued to lead until 

the sixth stage when Evans 

equalled his time. Evans then 

moved to the front, only to lose 

time when his brakes jammed 

on when a stone got stuck in 

the pedal box on SS10.

Going into the last stage, 

Davies led by one second, and 

both drivers gave it their all. 

Davies had a big moment at 

high speed and dropped a 

second to Evans, who had 

overshot a junction in the dark. 

With the first-stage tie-break 

applied, victory went to Davies.

Behind them, Kevin Davies, 

with Annie Green alongside, 

was delighted to finish third 

in his Cilwendeg-winning Ford 

Escort, and grateful that his 

car was problem-free as he 

headed off to contest that 

evening’s Powys Lanes road 

rally event, which he duly 

won (see Road Rally round-up) . 

Nigel Mee/Reg Davies were 

lucky when they hit a rock 

just after the flying finish of 

stage 10, damaging their 

Subaru Impreza’s suspension. 

After repairs, they overtook 

class leaders Theo Bengry/Les 

Forsbrook for fourth position, 

though the Escort crew were 

thoroughly enjoying the event. 

Dan Evans/Jessica Hockly 

dropped over a minute when 

their Suzuki Swift broke a 

driveshaft on stage three, but 

pulled back to a class-winning 

sixth overall ahead of Phil 

Jones/Clive Jones. The latter 

crew dropped a place following 

a stage 11 spin. Conrad and 

Sophie Law took their Escort 

Mk1 to a two second class win 

from Wayne Lloyd/Bryan 

Barrell, who received a time 

penalty for a wrong direction 

at a split junction. So did 

Damian Cole/Michelle Shaw 

although they still won their 

class in their Escort.

Results
1 Sam Davies/Martin Lasper (Vauxhall Nova) 42m24s; 
2 Ian Evans/Justin Brooks (Nova) +0s; 3 Kevin Davies/
Annie Green (Ford Escort Mk2); 4 Nigel Mee/Reg Davies 
(Subaru Impreza); 5 Theo Bengry/Les Forsbrook (Escort 
Mk2); 6 Dan Evans/Jessica Hockly (Suzuki Swift); 
7 Phil Jones/Clive Jones (Escort Mk2); 8 Conrad Law/
Sophie Law (Ford Escort Mk1); 9 Wayne Lloyd/Bryan 
Barrell (Escort Mk2); 10 Gary Thomas/Linda Thomas 
(Escort Mk2).
Class winners: Evans/Hockly; Evans/Brooks; Law/Law; 
Damian Cole/Michelle Shaw (Escort Mk2); Steve Ellis/
Steve McPhee (BMW 325i); Davies/Green; Bengry/
Forsbrook; Mee/Davies.

Victory on the Powys Lanes gave
Kevin Davies/Dale Bowen two
wins in successive weekends in the
Welsh Road Rally Championship,
however unlike last week’s
Cilwendeg win, this wasn’t a
clear-cut triumph.

At the halfway point it appeared
that the night would go the way of
many previous events with Davies/
Bowen having built up a healthy
lead of 27 seconds. However, in
the second half, they just failed to
make their time at a control timed to
the minute, in contrast two of their
nearest rivals reached the control
on schedule; the one minute
difference in penalty was critical.

Reian Jones/Cadog Davies took
the lead at this point and appeared
initially to have won the rally.
Unfortunately they had failed to
get a code board counter signed,
the fail for this offence dropped
them down the order.

Kevin ‘Penclaw’ Jones/Alan

Davies’s second 

win in a row

Davies’s red four-door Escort has been at the front plenty

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

James also cleaned the vital 
section and finished the rally just 
three seconds behind the winners. 
Andy Davies/Michael Gilbey took 
third, which was enough to secure 
the Welsh Drivers’ title for Davies 
in his Subaru Impreza; the first time 
a four-wheel-drive car has won the 
Welsh Road Rally Championship. 
Gilbey had wrapped up the 
co-driver’s title on the Cilwendeg.

Ian Mills

Results
Organiser: Epynt Motor Club When: November 3/4 
Where: Mid-Wales Championships: WAMC, ANWCC 
& ASWMC Route: 120 Miles Starters: 75.
1 Kevin Davies/Dale Bowen (Ford Escort) 6m26s; 2 
Kevin ‘Penclaw’ Jones/Alan James (Toyota Corolla) 
+3s; 3 Andy Davies/Michael Gilbey (Subaru Impreza); 
4 Dewi ‘Dai’ Davies/Nathan Davies (Vauxhall Astra); 5 
Mark Lennox/Ian Beamond (Escort); 6 Steve Knibbs/
Gerwyn Barry (Proton Satria); 7 Paul Morgan/Jamie 
Mills (Honda Civic); 8 Chris Hand/Aled Richards (Ford 
Cortina); 9 Steve Davies/Matthew Maidment (Escort); 
10 Daniel Williams/Shaun Richards (BMW 318Ti). 
Class winners: Jones/James; Williams/Richards; 
Owain Llywelyn Morgans/Daniel Reid (Ford Fiesta ST).





James‘JJ’Yates and brother Rhys were rapid but lost time with a stall

Class B:Rapid Ryan Burns

Micra pair headed Class A

MN RALLY REPORT
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RESULTS
Motorsport News Circuit Rally Championship, round 1/7,
Oulton Park, Cheshire, November 3

POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1 Kevin Procter/Derek Fawcett Ford Fiesta S2000 Turbo 58m04s
2 James Yates/Rhys Yates Skoda Fabia R5 +6s
3 Alex Laffey/Michael Gilbey Ford Fiesta R5 +26s
4 Steve Simpson/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta R5 +1m6s
5 John Stone/Jack Morton Ford Fiesta RS WRC +1m8s
6 Chris West/Robbie Hannah Peugeot 306 Maxi +2m30s
7 Graham Coffey/David Richards Ford Fiesta RS WRC +3m07s
8 James Self/Nick Vigors Ford Fiesta R5 +3m54s
9 John Griffiths/Nigel Wetton Subaru Imprezza +4m21s
10 Stephen Tilburn/Jack Tilburn Ford Escort Mk2 +4m49s

Event class winners: Gethin Sharp/Kate Bann (Nissan Micra); Ryan Burns/Steve Hallmark (Vauxhall Corsa); Mark Roberts/Stephen
Landen (Ford Fiesta S2000); West/Hannah; Simpson/Walsh.
MN Championship class winners: Class A: Dale Lawson/Andrew Lawson (MG ZR); Class B driver: Ryan Burns (Corsa)
Class B co-driver: Jamie Mactavish (Ford Fiesta R2); Class C: Rob Cox/Dylan Thomas (Ford Escort Mk2); Class D1: West/Hannah;
Class D2: Laffey/Gilbey; MX-5: Paul Gorge/Geoffrey Maine; Michelin Cup: Stone/Morton.

Whileconsistencywaskey in theoverall
fight for victory, attritionwas thedecisive
factor inmostof the remainingclasses.

ClassA inparticularbecamearace to
finish.RookieGethinSharpgavehimself
apleasantsurpriseashewasvictorious
inhisNissanMicra,despitesitting third
inclass formuchof theevent.

Stagesevenwas the turningpoint,
asdisaster twicestruck the leading
contenders.Runaway leadersJoe
CunninghamandMarcFowlerhad
theirhopes–andahealthy1m38s
leadcushion–dashedbybattery
failure in their rapidVauxhallCorsa.

“It juststoppedwithoutwarning,
which is themost frustratingproblemto
have,”saidCunningham,hismisfortune
handing theclass lead–briefly– to
championship regularDavidMcMullan.

Thenewleader’s joywasshortlived,
asMcMullan’sVauxhallNova failed
to finish thestagewithdriveshaft failure
tohandSharp“abitofa luckywin”,
according toco-driverKateBann.
DaleandAndrewLawson(MGZR)
tookmaximumMNChampionship
points inclass.

ClassBstagedanotherevent-long
pressurecookerbetweenvastlydifferent
machinery.AVauxhall this timedid
have the last laugh,afterRyanBurns’s
Corsasurvivedanunusualscare in
pippingChrisWoodhouse’sCitroen
C2forclasshonoursby13seconds.

The frightcamefromabizarrecollision
with theFordEscortMk2ofChrisBerry,
which reversed intohispath in the tricky
infieldsection thatcaughtoutmany
driversduring theday.

Despiteabentsteering rack from
thealtercation,Burnsclungon,although
despitePaulO’Neill threatenedtomake
ita late three-carshowdown.

TheBritishTouringCar racewinner’s
chanceendedonthepenultimatestage
whenabattery leadpoppedoutof the
MazdaMX-5.

AshleighMorriswasalsovictim to
mechanicalproblems,unable toputher
FordFiesta intogearonstage two.

ClassCbecameabattlebetween
classicFordmachinery.MarkRoberts
wasvictorious inhisupdatedFiestaMk3,
broughtacross fromrallying inSouth
Africa.WhileRoberts lookedathomeon
thecircuit stageson theway to finishing
11thoverall, a latesurge fromStephen
Beck inhiselderlyEscortMk2swas
brave,butnotenoughasnightdescended.

MikeEnglishwaded inon thebattle
throughout theafternoon,butstage
sevenwasalsohisundoing.Aspinat
OldHallputhim into thebarriers,giving
himamaximumstage timeandcosmetic
frontbumperdamage.

WhileoverallwinnerProcteralso
claimedD2classhonourson the
event,AlexLaffeywas thehighest
registeredMNCircuitRallycontender.
D1victorywent toChrisWestand
RobbieHannahaftera turbulent
build-up to theevent.

ThePeugeot306Maxiwasa
significantdoubt for theeventafter
engineproblems, the reigning
champion’sonlyglitchbeingan
overzealousgravel-sprayingentry to
thewatersplashonhis firstattackat it.

DanMason

K
evin Procter
has made
a habit of
winning the
Neil Howard
Stages.
Although it

might not have come as a surprise
that he completed a hat-trick of
successive Oulton Park wins in
the Motorsport News Circuit
Rally Championship opener,
his third triumph was arguably
one of his toughest.

The feat matched Rob Barry,

who last completed the treble of

consecutive Neil Howard wins in

2000 when the event was held at Park

Hall, but Procter’s latest required a

determined final-stage push in the

dark to fend off a chasing James and

Rhys Yates by just six seconds.

The latter chose to adopt a different

role on this occasion. British Rally

Championship frontrunner Rhys

handed driving duties of their Skoda

Fabia R5 to brother James, who

gradually found confidence and

feel for the car as the afternoon

progressed, having finished second

on the event in 2016 in his last

rally outing.

A sticking point for Yates came on

the third stage of the nine, one which

played into the hands of the consistent

Procter and co-driver, Derek Fawcett,

who sat second at the time.

While Procter’s Ford Fiesta – an

S2000-spec car with a turbocharged

two-litre engine – navigated the

watersplash section without difficulty,

an approach “too cautious” meant

Yates briefly stalled into a tricky

square left following the splash.

Regardless of the stall, only five

seconds was lost.

An alternative attacking approach

on the same stage, SS3, proved

the undoing of 2015 winner, Steve

Simpson. “We’ve blown it” was his

reaction after spinning out of the

early lead, losing 18 seconds as well

as the CA1 Sport-run Ford Fiesta’s

front bumper in the off after

collecting the barriers. “We could

have even won that,” he lamented.

His rivals faltering, Procter’s

confidence was high, and he extended

his lead to as high as 17 seconds after

stage six. As darkness loomed the

tides soon turned, James Yates’

confidence growing by the mile.

The battle intensified as seven

seconds vanished from that lead

with a rare traffic-free run through

stage seven for Yates. Procter

responded on the re-run to enter the

last stage with nine seconds in hand,

as light rain threatened to throw one

final variable into the picture.

Despite three seconds to the good

for the Skoda man in the final stage,

it was not enough to overturn Procter,

the lead falling from nine to six

seconds at the finish.

“A few early mistakes cost us, but

we don’tmindgettingbeatbysomeone

likeKevin,”saidJamesYates.“He’s

topclassandknowsthisplacewell.

I’veenjoyeddrivingtoday.Every

corneryoulearnsomethingnew.”

TheYatesbrothersinterceptedwhat

wasotherwiseadominantdisplayby

Ford,Fiestaslockingoutfourof the

topfivespots.BRCdriverAlexLaffey

wasbestof therestinhisM-Sport-run

Fiesta,survivingcosmeticdamage

fromstrikingamisplacedchicane

waterbarreltocomehomethirdwith

MichaelGilbey,whorushedoff todo

thePowysLanesroadrallyafterward.

ArecoveringSimpsongrabbedfourth

atthedeathfromJohnStone,thelatter

beddinginabrandnewFiestaRSWRC

atOultonPark.“Ifeltmyhandsstill

shakingafterthefirststage,soit

mustbequick,”quippedStone.

One of the major headlines prior to

the season opener was the potential

absence of its reigning champion.

Battling budget and mechanical

troubles, Chris West did arrive in

Cheshire but with finishing the

only goal on his mind. Armed with

a Peugeot 306 Maxi that had only

done 17-miles on the road with a

new engine, West still salvaged

sixth overall.

Alongside him was a more

unfamiliar name in co-driver Robbie

Hannah, who flew in from Jersey

to compensate for the mid-week

cancellation of West’s regular

navigator, Keith Hounslow.

Stage three was

the turning point

Fiesta driver on top, Laffey takes top MN points. By Dan Mason

PROCTER TAKES AN
OULTON HAT-TRICK

Laffey earned a podium on his first trip to Oulton

CLASS ROUND-UP

The pair gelled, but not with Oulton 

Park, West left looking to Cadwell 

Park after a tricky shakedown. “It’s 

just a test session,” he admitted. “It’s 

slippery out there, but I just want to 

get through this one then go away 

and get it back to 110 per cent for the 

next round at Cadwell. We’ll be back.”

Ford could have had eight Fiestas 

inside the top 10 but for the departures 

of  both Peter Smith in his ex-Ott 

Tanak Fiesta, and Andy Scott. The 

latter was forced out of  the rally with 

structural damage, caused by an 

impact with the scenery on stage four.

Another Fiesta in the top 10 gathered 

plenty of  scrutiny from the avid fans. 

Graham Coffey grabbed seventh 

place after clawing back ground from 

a sluggish opening stage, sharing 

with Prodrive owner, MSA chairman 

David Richards. James Self  (Fiesta R5) 

kept his nose clean to come home 

eighth ahead of  the Subaru Impreza 

of  the returning John Griffiths, while 

best of  the Ford Escorts was that of  

Stephen Tilburn and Jack Tilburn 

as their Mk2 completed the top 10.
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INSIGHT

Y
ou couldn’t help 
but feel a bit sorry 
for Esapekka 
Lappi at Rally 
of  Spain last 
month. Imagine 
a position where 

you’re wheeling your new 
partner out to meet the folks 
when the current one walks 
in from their day at work.

That was pretty much Toyota 

Gazoo Racing in Salou on the Friday 

night. Awkward.

The reality of  the matter is, of  

course, different: Lappi wants away 

and is off  to Citroen and he and Kris 

Meeke have absolutely no issue with 

each other. As well as Toyota’s new 

recruit, there were a few elephants 

around in the room.

As one onlooker sagely put it: 

“Could you imagine locking those 

two in a room for five minutes and 

asking them to talk about their 

current or previous employer… 

all bets would be off !”

Understandably, Meeke would 

find it hard to put his finger on the 

positives on offer at Citroen, while 

Lappi, if  rumour is to be believed, 

doesn’t have much good to say 

about life in Puuppola. 

Beyond the perfunctory, there 

wasn’t much for either to say. Kris 

had popped down from his place in 

the hills in Andorra to meet his new 

team and put faces to emails. And the 

welcome couldn’t have been warmer.

“It’s great to see Kris here,” says 

team principal Tommi Makinen. 

“Of  course, we saw him in the factory 

last week, but it’s nice for him to say 

hello. We are excited for next year.”

There’s no doubt Meeke’s return 

to the service park added a certain 

something. Conveniently, PSA 

Group CEO Carlos Tavares was 

also on the Costa Daurada, so the 

Dungannon driver’s arrival offered 

an opportunity to try to find out more 

about the decision process which 

led to his departure from Citroen. 

Tavares says: “We are pragmatic 

people. If  we have asked Mr Meeke 

to stop during the season, it’s because 

we wanted to avoid the drama. And it 

was obvious, accident after accident, 

at one point in time something serious 

could happen and it is our ethical 

responsibility to make any decision 

that could avoid that from happening. 

And I’m happy we could make that 

decision before a drama happened. 

“That’s why we made that decision 

and I think it was the right decision 

from a pure responsibility stand 

point. By the way, I consider that 

Kris Meeke is a huge, huge champion 

and I hope he will find his balance 

and I hope that everything that will 

happen to him is good things. I hope 

him well. We like him very much.”

Yeah… I’m not sure that feeling is 

entirely mutual. But this story’s 

one to look forwards, not backwards. 

Certainly, Meeke had zero interest

in raking over the coals of his past

career. But there was plenty to be 

read between the lines.

When he was announced as a 

Toyota driver last month, one line 

stood out from him.

“If  I can just enjoy my driving and 

the connection with road, then the 

speed will take care of  itself.”

The connection reference 

could be interpreted physically 

and metaphorically. Physically, 

we’ve seen the way geometry and 

suspension changes have improved 

the performance of  the C3 WRC – 

Citroen took it from nowhere in 

Finland 12 months ago to Mads 

Ostberg almost delivering a win 

this time around.

But metaphorically, the connection 

with the road encompasses everything 

a driver needs to do his job; he needs 

the confidence in – and from – the 

team behind him and he needs 

total faith that everything has been 

maximised and no corner cut as he 

aims his car at an apex. When he 

has that, the connection is complete 

because there’s nothing else for him 

to think – he stops worrying about 

what’s around him and thinks only 

about what’s beneath him.

That’s what Meeke wants from 

Toyota. He’s done with second-

guessing which direction the 

corporate wind will blow or how 

best to juggle testing budgets. 

While I was talking to Meeke, one of

the team was trying to finalise details

of  his next test. Snow and ice had 

arrived in Jyvaskyla, complicating 

matters from a tyre perspective. 

But what came across loud and clear, 

though, was the desire from Toyota to 

do what was right for Meeke. The car 

was there, if  he wanted to drive it. 

This scenario drew an obvious and 

stark contrast to Meeke’s last Rally 

GB test, conducted in south-west 

France to save money. 

Fighting against that sort of  decision 

had starved Meeke of  the two things he 

craved most: success and job satisfaction.

“When I departed the championship 

in May it started to really hit home how 

much I wasn’t enjoying my job,” says 

Meeke, “and to do one of  the best jobs 

in the world and to realise you weren’t

actually enjoying it for many, many

reasons which we can’t speak about…

My only goal is to enjoy my driving.”

Meeke’s enforced absence from the

championship has given him time to

go home and think – the one thing he

hasn’t spent a lot of  time on is watching

the World Rally Championship.

He continues: “I haven’t watched

any coverage, any footage for three

years – that was probably a signal I

wasn’t enjoying it. But when I was

coming down here [to Salou], I was

up, texting my Michelin engineer to

find out who was on what tyres and

following the splits. The hunger’s

back. The sport’s still my life, but

when you get a situation like the one

that happened in May, you need to

go and disappear for a while; you

need to go and reset.”

Meeke’s last WRC win was on Rally Spain 2017, before his Citroen split

His WRC career appeared over after his Citro

MEEKE’ RIGH
CONNECTION

Northern Irishman has instantly settled into his new Toyota surroundings
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Meeke made his WRC debut back in 2002Latvala is pleased for his new team-mate

the ear of a man who knows what

it takes to turn potential into points

and prizes.

“We know what Kris can do as a

driver,” says Makinen, “we know

how fast he is. Next year is going to

be an exciting one, I think we can

have a strong team.”

Back to Friday night in Salou and

not long after turning his car into

the end of day service, Latvala has an

arm around Meeke and the pair are

engaged in a discussion which would

have started with empathy and ended

with them trading ramp angles.

“I wanted to know his feeling about

the car,” says Latvala, “and it was a

good feeling. I can see he is excited.

It will be good next year. He’s a good

guy to have in the team and it’s a

nice opportunity for Kris after what

happened with Citroen. He can get

the feeling and come back to the

sport, this is nice.”

Nice or not, Meeke and Latvala both 

know only one thing will matter when it 

comes to extending their contract with 

Makinen in 12 months’ time: results. 

Toyota has a line-up with the potential 

for world domination; every one of  its 

three drivers can win any one of  next 

year’s 14 rallies. But, as strong 

characters with their own influence 

inside a team which hasn’t been without 

internal strife of  its own this season, 

they will take some managing.

And Meeke knows, if  he wants to 

succeed then he’s going to have to get 

onthewaveOttTanak’sridingpretty

quicklynextyear.TheEstoniancan

donowrongrightnow.

“He’shitasweetspot,”saysMeekeof

hisnewteam-mate.“Heturnsupatany

rallyandhecanwinit.AndJarihas

proventhepaceof thecaragain.Let’s

see…Ican’tpre-emptanything; I’ve

onlydriventheYarisWRCinFinland

anditwasbornandbredonthoseroads.

It’swonthelasttwoRallyFinlands,so

Iknewitwasgoingtobequickthere,

butIhaven’t testedit fortheSpanish

gravelorinaSardiniaorPortugal

set-up,soIcan’tmakeanycomment.

“WhatIcansayisthattheatmosphere

isgreatcomingintotheteam–Ican

feel it fromjustwalkinginhere. It’s

sorefreshingfromwhatI’vehadin

thepast, it feelsgood.”

Fortheumpteenthtime,our

discussionishaltedbyanotherwell-

wishingToyotaGazooRacingteam

member. The appreciation from both 

the Finnish and Japanese side of  the 

team is huge.

But what about the man of  the 

moment, what does Tanak think? 

He’s interested, possibly excited, 

but definitely pragmatic.

“I know what he can do,” says Tanak, 

“I know what he can bring to the team 

and definitely he can help take us 

forward – it’s always good to have 

something new from some different 

teams. Citroen is doing things in 

a professional way, so hopefully 

there’s something useful from there.”

Meeke’s time at Citroen has taught

him plenty. When Yves Matton

offered him a seat in a DS 3 WRC in

Finland five years ago, teams weren’t

exactly queuing around the block

for his signature. Things have

changed now. Meeke’s a man in

demand and he couldn’t be happier

with the way things have played out.

History has shown the Northern

Irishman has little time for the

politics or the executive level

corporate comings and goings of

a manufacturer team. His real

interest and his real ability is in

bringing those on the factory floor

around him and with him. Meeke’s

a man of his people who starts every

stage with his heart on his sleeve

and the mechanics and technicians

in every team he’s worked with are

more than happy to buy into that.

Some around the service park

reckon Meeke has jumped out of  the 

frying pan and into the fire in terms 

of  internal team dealings. We’ll see. 

The biggest and most obvious gripe 

at Citroen was born out of  Tavares’ 

determination to turn the sport’s 

second most successful make ever 

into budget world champions. His 

constant sighting of  M-Sport’s ability 

to win on a shoestring was warped 

and twisted to his own ends. 

Shoestrings aren’t much in 

vogue at Meeke’s new place of  

work – Toyota’s all about bonhomie 

and good connections. 

Meeke has already 

had first Toyota test

en sacking but Kris Meeke’s already enjoying life at Toyota. By David Evans
championship starts. That’s 101 more 

than Meeke.

J-ML has contested a full campaign 

for the last 12 years, Meeke’s only 

done three complete seasons in his 

entire time in the sport.

Three years.

Meeke’s career has been 

ridiculously stop-start. Anybody 

who’s started 93 rounds of  the 

world championship would appear 

to have had a good shot at the thing, 

but that’s not the case here. For 

whatever reason, every time he’s 

built some momentum, the thing has 

fallen down and his career stalled. 

Now, he has everything he needs. 

He’s got arguably the best and 

fastest World Rally Car ever created, 

a well-funded and very enthusiastic 

manufacturer team behind him and 

Resetandreadytogo, Monte Carlo 

can’tcomesoonenough. And with it 

will come a shot at genuine redemption. 

Meeke’s irked by references to last-

chance saloons, but that’s where 

he sits right now. Mid-way through 

his first season with the Japanese 

manufacturer, he’ll be 40 years old 

and it’s difficult to see another 

chance coming along after that if  

this one goes south.

Then again, we said that when we read 

what appeared to be a career-ending 

communication from Paris in May.

Meeke’s been around for a long time, 

his maiden WRC outing was the 2002 

Rally GB; 16 years ago, another driver 

made his debut at the sport’s highest 

level: Jari-Matti Latvala. The fully-

funded Finn has enjoyed plenty of  

seat time since, racking up 194 world 

HT
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British Truck Racing
Championship, Division 1
Race 1: Ryan Smith
(MAN TGA)
Race 2: Jamie Anderson
(MAN TGX)
Race 3: Stuart Oliver
(Volvo VNL)
Race 4: John Newell
(MAN TGS)

Division 2
Race 1: Brad Smith
(DAF CF)
Race 2&4: Luke Garrett
(MAN TGX)
Race 3: Erik Forsstrom
(Sisu RSM)

Legends National
Championship
Saturday heat 1: Miles
Rudman
Heat 2: Marcus Pett
Final: Miles Rudman
Sunday heat 1: Miles
Rudman
Heat 2: Marcus Pett
Final: Will Gibson

Pickup Championship
Race 1: Lea Wood
Race 2: Michael Smith
Race 3: Scott Bourne

Junior Saloons Winter Cup
Race 1: Steven Chandler
Race 2: Lewis Saunders

WINNERS

Championshipswereupforgrabs
forheavyweight trucks,nimble
Legendsand joustingPickupsat
oneofBrandsHatch’smostpopular
meetings–notonlybecauseof the
racingactionbut forMotorSport
Vision’s fireworkdisplayand
entertainmentprogramme.

Onthetrack,RyanSmithwastedno

timeconfirminghisthirdBTRAtruck

championshipbydominatingSaturday’s

Division1race.Theonlydriverwho

couldhavechallengedforthetitle,

DavidJenkins,finishedsecondand

paidtributetoSmith.Hewasechoedby

multiplechampionStuartOliver,who

joinedthemonthepodiumandsaid

Smithhadraisedthecompetitivebar

anditwasuptotheresttocatchup.

Mickel (r) secured a fourth title

Photos: Gary Hawkins, Steve Jones

SMITH SEALS TRUCK TRIUMPH 
AS TITLES ARE DECIDED

happenedbydefaultwhenbothhe

andSmithwereexcludedforyellow

flagoffencesmeaningSmithcouldn’t

score.Theracewaswonbyformer

FinnishchampionErikForsstrom.

Garrettwonracefour.

JohnMickel’srecord-breakingfifth

Legendsnationaltitlewasconfirmed

withadaytosparewithfourth,fifthand 

sixthplacefinishesonSaturday.Miles

Rudmanwonthefirstheatandthefinal. 

Amishapinthesecondheat,wonby

MarcusPett,gaveRudmanafavourable 

startingpositionforthefinal.

RudmanandPettwereagainheat

winners on Sunday, but the final went 

to Will Gibson in the tightest of  finishes 

with Sean Smith and cross-Channel 

visitor Sebastien Kluyskens. Rudman 

was fourth.

Another championship to be settled 

brought 23 Pickups to Brands, and 

Lea Wood kept the pressure on Scott 

Bourne in the first of  three races. 

Wood battled with David O’Regan 

before winning, while Michael 

Smith, George Turiccki and Bourne 

contested third.

Smith enjoyed his first win of  the year 

in race two, while Bourne secured back-

to-back titles by finishing third, right 

behind Wood. All the pressure gone, 

Bourne drove to an impressive race 

three victory over O’Regan and Smith. 

Wood was involved in a first corner 

incident and recovered to eighth.

Steven Chandler achieved his first 

Junior Saloons win in front of  what 

must have been the biggest audience of  

the year on Saturday in the Winter Cup 

contest, but crashed before the first 

corner in race two. This came down to 

a tense contest which fell to this year’s 

champion, Lewis Saunders, after 

several changes of  lead on the final lap.

Smith chased from last on a reversed 

grid to finish second on Sunday morning, 

a length behind Jamie Anderson – but 

Smith was later handed a 10-second 

penalty for being out of  position at the 

start. Jenkins and Martin Gibson were 

even closer in third and fourth, but all 

eyes were on Richard Collett and Oliver, 

who completed the final lap with their 

truckslockedtogether.

Smith’sluckranoutwhenhisMAN

hadsuspectedclutchfailureinrace

three,helpingOlivertoonlyhissecond

winin2018.Andersonwasnext,with

Jenkinsthirdafterbeingelbowedoff

theroadearlyon.

ThetruckletSmithdownagaininthe

final,andotherincidentshelpedformer

Division2championJohnNewellto

recordhisfirstDivision1winunder

pressurefromSimonReid.

LukeGarrettarrivedasfavouritefor

theDivision2crown,butdidn’tdoquite

enoughondayonetobesure.BradSmith

keptthecontestalivebywinningtheir

firstracewithGarretteighth,buta

meteoricgetawaygaveLukeracetwo.

GarrettneededasinglepointonSunday

anddulyclinchedachampionshipearned

inthepastbyhislatefather,thoughit

RACING REPORTS
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Smith (l) secured 

the crown with a win

E
ighteenyearsago,
twoverytalented
racerswere
battlingforatitle
attheheadof a
competitivefield.

Today,oneof thosedrivershas

justclaimedhisfifthFormula1

championshipcrowninMexico,

whiletheotherhasrecentlymadea

winningreturntoracing–inrather

lessillustrioussurroundings.

Formerworldkartingchampion

ColinBrownreturnedtocompetitive

actionlastmonth,racinginthe

F1000championshipfinaleat

DoningtonParkinhisfirstsingle-

seaterappearancefor15years.

Butbackin2000,Browntriumphed

overbothLewisHamiltonand

NicoRosbergenroutetothe

FormulaAkartingtitle.

Despitetheearlysuccess,hiscareer

stalledattheendof abrief spell in

EuroF3000in2003,duetoanumber

of personalandcontractualfactors.

However,aninvitetojointhe

F1000fieldfortheseasonfinale

providedtheopportunityfor

Browntoretaketothetrackin

single-seatermachinery.

Havingqualifiedfourth,Brown

battledintosecondplaceduring

theopeningraceof theweekend

beforestormingthroughfromsixth

onthegridtoclaimvictoryinthe

secondrace.

“I’vebeendoingabitof kartingthis

yearjusttogetmybodyandmind

backintoitandthenIgotaninviteto

comeanddothisrace,”saysBrown.

“IjustfeltthatIwasreadyforit.

“Asforthe15years[away]–alot

of itwas[causedby]peoplewhohad

promisedmetheworldandletme

down,alotof itwasmehidingaway

dealingwithmyownproblems

havingnotracedforsolong.

“Butthen,whenIhadmydaughter

afewyearsago,I justbecamea

littlemorefocusedagainwithlife

ingeneral.Istartedfeelingbetter

andIjustthoughtI’dgoforit.

“Ifeltconnectedtothe[F1000]

carstraightaway.Itfeltgreat.The

firstfewlapsinthecar,Iwasjust

laughing,puttingyourfootdown

andgoingthroughthecorners, it’s

likeanewbuzzandissomething

I’dreallymissed.”

Brown’skartingcredentials

makeforanimpressiveresume.

HisFormulaAtitlein2000was

sealedbyawinduringthefinalrace

of theseasonatBragainPortugal,

inwhichBrownlineduponagrid

featuringthelikesof Rosberg,

RobertKubica,GiedovanderGarde,

PastorMaldonado,MikeConway,

JamieGreenandSusieWolff.

However,itwasHamilton,who

steppeduptoFormulaAforthe

2000season,whowasBrown’s

mainrival.IntheBragadecider,

thepairexchangedthelead

throughouttheracebeforea

camshaftfailureintheclosing

stagesforcedHamiltontoretire.

Brown (inset) took a win

on racing comeback

Colin Brown never reached the big time but has made a winning return to racing. By Kyran Gibbons

HAMILTON’S CLOSE RIVAL BACK ON TRACK

Askedwhetherheexpected

Hamilton to make it to the top of  

motorsport, Brown says: “It did 

seem like that straight away. 

“Whenever I was on track he was 

always right near me which was a 

bit irritating at times because I just 

wanted him to go away. 

“I can say that he was the most 

talented driver I came up against 

when I was growing up. Rosberg 

wasthereaswellbuthewasn’tin

the same league. I hate to say it but 

that was the case.”

Despite his impressive early years, 

a successful return and renewed 

focus on racing, Brown does not 

have a plan in place for his future.

“At the moment, I’m just living 

on a prayer as far as where I’m 

going next,” he says. “Just hoping 

that someone gives me a shot.” 

Karting champion enjoyed racing in F1000 finale after tough years away
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SPORTING TRIALS

HOW GOING UPHILL
IS RAISING THE BAR
T

rialling has
been around
for most of
the UK’s
motorsport
history and
the wonderful

Vintage Sports-Car Club hosts
an annual season of trials for
Pre-War cars. Justashasbeen
thecasesincetriallingstarted
morethan100yearsago,the
desiretopitcarsagainstmuddy
hillsburnsasstrongasever.

Theethosissimple.Setoutupto

15hillsonmuddyslopes,onforest

tracksoroldlanesandtryandclimb

themfromastandingstart.Public

roadsectionslinkthehills.TheVSCC

isslightlyquirkyinthatitgenerally

scoresthehillsfrom1to25,sothat

theday’shighestscoreisthebest.

Tomakethingsevenharderonsome

hills,astopandrestartcanbeadded,

requiringcarstostopandthenstart

againonamarshal’sinstructionand

somehillscanevenfeaturemore

thanoneroutetosuittheclimbing

capabilitiesof differentclassesof car.

Onaperfecttrial,onecarwill

successfullyclimb,orclean,every

hill.Alongthewaythedriversand

passengerswillbounceupand

downtotryandfindelusivegripand

maintainessentialforwardmotion.

Incarswithfourseats,orevenmore,

synchronisedbouncinghasbecome

anartform.Itisalldoneinaspiritof

sportsmanship,camaraderieand

funthatissooftenlackingin

contemporarymotorsport.

Consideringthatallof thecarsare

atleast80yearsold,andtheoldest

goback115years, it isremarkable

thattheVSCCtriallingmovement

isbooming.Demandforplacesis

suchthatif competitorsdon’tenter

onthedaythatentriesopen,they

willprobablynotgetaslot.

Trialling with the Vintage Sports-Car Club is proving more popular than ever, as Paul Lawrence reports

Ben Collings uses a 1903 Mercedes-Benz

Competitor Simon Diffey gets stuck in

A stop-and-start test 

provides drama

All of  the events are either over-

subscribed or full and that’s probably 

the only one of  the VSCC’s varied 

disciplines where that applies. Of  

the seven events that run each year, 

most have a capacity of  between 100 

and 110 cars. Only the Scottish Trial 

has a smaller field.

Tania Brown is a director of  the 

VSCC and heads up the trials sub-

committee. “It’s the best way to 

have fun in an old car,” says Brown. 

“The VSCC is all about competition 

and we have 300 people competing 

on some trials. It is the soul of  the 

club. It’s a huge thing for families to 

come and do, because the kids can 

take part asbouncers.Theyneedto

be over 12 y

front, but c

closed cars

The seaso

west in Feb

Trial and t

in Derbysh

Trial and t

in the sprin

After the su

break, the 

resumes w

hugely-pop

Welsh Tria

mid-Octob

concludes with the Lakeland and 

Cotswold events in November. They 

all have tradition and history and 

such events have long been a big part 

of  the VSCC’s sporting calendar.

Importantly, the trials draw 

business to the host towns and the 

Welsh Trial brings the sleepy Welsh 

borders town of  Presteigne to life 

over a mid-October weekend. The 

town traditionally welcomes the 

trial with open arms and local 

traders have a bumper weekend. 

Scrutineering takes over the main 

street and the overnight stay on 

Saturday night fills the hotels, 

pubs and restaurants.

“Trials are generally non-

built for rough and un-surfaced 

roads so they cope really well and 

it is a hugely competitive branch of  

the sport.”

A decent starter car, like the ever 

popular Austin 7 or Ford Model A, 

should be no more than £10,000 and 

running costs are limited to fuel, 

entry fees and the occasional 

breakage. Costs of  getting started 

beyond the initial car purchase 

are also pretty modest. Licences 

are inexpensive and there is no 

mandated safety kit for the crew, 

although decent waterproof  

clothing is essential, particularly 

at the top of  the Honister Pass in 

the Lake District in mid-November. 

there are cars that 

nsiderably more than 

t is to the credit of  those 

this branch of  the 

ugattis and Bentleys are 

o the hills. Cars from 

ers like MG, Vauxhall, 

ancis, Riley and Singer 

ere getting muddy.

the common marques, 

me real rarities in action.  

3 Helix two-seater 

paigned by Susan Hill 

om Newtown in Mid-

Wales has been in the 

family for many years and is the 

only known surviving example.

Almost as rare is the 1930 AJS two-

seater made by the company better 

known for its motorcycles. It is one 

of  two such cars owned and used by 

Philip Milne-Taylor, who competes 

alongside his two daughters. 

“It is great to do these events 

alongside my daughters,” he says. 

“It’s all about the camaraderie, the 

fun and the scenery.”

The oldest of  the lot is the amazing 

1903 Mercedes 60HP of  Ben Collings, 

which is remarkably agile for a 

chain-driven 115-year-old car. It is 

also incredibly adept at climbing 

hills as the nine-litre engine chugs 

along at unfeasibly low revs.

Michael New is a regular 

competitor in his 1928 Morris 

Oxford Special. “It is great fun, 

with fantastic camaraderie,” he 

says. “But you have to enter on 

the day that entries are released. 

If  we don’t get an entry, we go and 

marshal. Trials take us to some 

of  the most beautiful parts of  the 

country and to places we’d never 

normally get to. It’s not terribly 

expensive to compete and we drive 

the car to most events. This is the 

best kept secret in motorsport.” 

Philip Milne-Taylor 

uses a rare AJS

Presteigne hosts 

a popular event

A Bentley pushes on hard



Jaguar is the first fully

electric tin-top racer

TRACK TEST: JAGUAR I-PACE
British Touring Car Championship racer Rob Austin slid into the cockpit of the new Jaguar I-PACE eTrophy machine

I
t isveryrarethatthere
isatotalrevolutionin
motorsport,particularly
in tin-tops, but Jaguar 
has grabbed electric 
racing by the scruff  
of  the neck. The new 

Jaguar I-PACE eTrophy, which 
will support Formula E, is set to 
charge into life in Riyadh in Saudi 
Arabia in a month’s time and I 
was lucky enough to go to a wet 
Rockingham last week to get my 
hands on one of  the new machines 
on behalf  of  Motorsport News.

The main thing I thought I knew 

about electric cars was that the torque 

was going to be there straight away. 

I figured that I was going to have to 

be gentle on the throttle initially and 

the power pick up would be harsh. 

Although it is quite a heavy car at 

it still has a decent amount 

Williams Advanced Engineering-

developed powertrain.

Iwasinterestedtofindoutwhatit

would be like to drive a car with no 

noise. I have had an incident in the 

past where I was racing in British F3 

and Ginetta G20s on the same day at the

same track, and I accidentally left my 

earplugs in when I got from the single-

seater into the Ginetta. In the Ginetta,  

it was totally silent and it was the 

weirdest feeling, because you can’t hear

the engine on downshift and things like

that. It almost knocked me off  kilter.

It is amazing how much a driver 

uses those senses when you are racing –

sound helps you judge. You would 

have thought it was all down to feel, 

so you don’t realise you are reliant 

on the sound until you have lost 

that sense. I thought I was in for an 

interesting experience in the Jaguar.  

On first glimpse of  the I-PACE, I 

couldtell it isapropercar:theboffins 

i lVehicleOperations, 

ve 

d job 

ssat a 

than 

its at 

but the 

ave to fit 

yunder 

eseat is. 

dsto a bit 

evation in 

kpit. Even

ouring car 

ettothe 

ideheight 

, Iwould 

aveto look 

overthe 
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LEADING THE CHARGE FOR
dash,becauseIamsataslowaspossible.

Yousimplycan’tgetthatlowintheJag.

Thelayoutinsidethecarisvery

familiar – it is the same dashboard as 

the BTCC with the Cosworth datalogger. 

It feels like a racing car. There were lots 

of  buttons, and that was the additional 

thing that I had to get used to. I have 

never raced a car with adjustable 

Anti-lock Braking System before so 

I had those settings to play with. Also, 

because it is a four-wheel-drive car, 

there was another dial which could 

shift the way the power is delivered 

from 50-50 per cent front and rear axle 

split to 65-35 towards the rear. There 

was also a regeneration map that we 

didn’t use when I was running. 

In competition, the drivers will be 

able to vary the car’s regeneration 

levels throughout the race. The I-PACE 

guys were telling me that they won’t 

need to regenerate throughout the 

race although some drivers are 

already preferring driving with a 

level of  regeneration to help with the 

retardation and stability under braking. 

Once I got up to speed, the first thing 

I noticed was that there was not a lot to 

do! There are no gears – I was sat there 

in a straight line feeling like I should 

be doing something. All I could do was 

wait. The power delivery was nowhere 

near as aggressive as I had pictured it. 

Yes, there is good torque, but it feels 

pretty gentle in the way it is delivered 

and that is down to the way the traction 

control works in conjunction with an 

electric car. It is part of  the car’s brain, 

and it all works in unison. 

It is so smooth that it almost feels 

like it has not got a lot of  power, but 

that is down to the fact that each part 

of thecaristalkingtotheotherbits

allthetimeintermsof tractioncontrol

andthingslikethat.Itwasadamp

track too so on the initial power pick-

up it was trying to control itself. 

Again, considering its weight, it was 

extremely nimble. It is tall too so you 

would expect lots of  body roll, but there 

was none of  that. The battery is on the 

floor, so although it is heavy, it still has 

a very good centre of  gravity: probably 

not quite as good as a Subaru Levorg 

British Touring Car Championship 

car though…

With no body roll, it was harder to 

get the car to pitch into corners. If  I 

was setting up a car for members of  

the press and anyone else to drive, I 

would certainly make it understeery 

and nice and safe. That is maybe what’s 

happened here. If  it was me, I would 

like to be able to transfer the weight 

on the front more. You want to load 

up that front tyre and I like a bit of  

oversteer – there was none to be had.

The braking was really good. The 

regeneration, where it is working, is 

exactly the same as engine braking. 

I was expecting the braking to be very 

numb because you had lost the sound, 

you had lost that sense, but it really 

wasn’t. It surprised me how it didn’t feel 

odd to me. It felt right, natural, and I 

didn’t miss the sound. If  anything, it 

increased the feedback for me because 

in the corners and on the drier parts of  

the circuit we were running on, I could 

hear the tyres. If  I went off  line in the 

wetter parts to find some grip, I could 

hear the pick-up and the hiss because 

you are on the dirty part of  the circuit. I 

was getting a different kind of  feedback. 

It was a surprise how natural it felt.

IknowFormulaEusestreadedtyres

andthatisoneof thecallingcardswith

electricchampionships.It isaboutroad

tyres, and road circuits. It was very hard 

to judge the level of  grip from the rubber 

because of  the conditions we were 

running in and I think the car will be a 

lot more fun in the dry. Around a very 

greasy Rockingham – and Rockingham 

when it is in that in between, slippery 

stage – is a nightmare. It would have 

been better in full wet. It would be 

unfair to judge the Michelins.

They even work off-road. I will get 

the driver excuses out of  the way first... 

Having never dealt with adjustable ABS 

before, I came into the Tarzan hairpin 

hammering on the ABS – that was fine. 

Then, after a few laps, I decided to try 

it on a lower setting: it was doing less 

intervention. I hit the brakes at the same 

point at Tarzan and I didn’t even get to 

the ABS and I was able to pull the car 

up quite a bit shorter than I needed. So, 

on the next lap, I left it on that setting 

and I braked a little bit later…I just 

touched the ABS and once it kicked in 

it did its job and it released the brakes – 

and therefore it just kept going into 

the gravel. 

It was maybe a little run through 

the gravel but I will tell you what: that 

thing handles a lot better than my HMS 

Racing Alfa Romeo Giulietta BTCC car 

in the gravel trap! Four-wheel drive, 

nice ride height, Michelin treaded 

tyres – it was beautiful in the stones.

Despite that little slip, it is a really 

nice car and an easy one to handle and 

I think that will make the racing very 

close. Although it does feel like a proper 

racing car, it’s still on treaded tyres and 

there is a bit about it that makes it quite The I-PACE has an adjustable rear wing
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The seating position is

higher up than usual
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likearoadcar.Thatmakesitquite

easytodriveinitially,sothereforeI

thinkarelativelyinexperienceddriver

would be up to pace quite quickly. 

Ten years’ worth of  experience isn’t 

going to buy you one second on lap 

pace. Maybe a tenth or two, so the 

grid will be quite close. 

On street circuits, I think that brings 

a unique element to it, particularly 

because it is a touring car-type car. 

Also, when you have got to apex a wall, 

it is a different feeling. It is hard to 

judge. I am not sure that inexperienced 

drivers would take to that straight away 

and might spread it out a bit further.

You have to applaud Jaguar for 

embracing electric motorsport the 

way it has. It is the future, and I would 

love to get involved with it. It is going 

to be a good championship to watch. 

The cars aren’t trying to bite you. 

Although the cars look big, the 

dimensions are similar to a Formula E 

single-seater. The I-PACE is not that  

wide – it is just over 2.1 metres across – 

so the racing and overtaking should be 

feasible and it is not going to just be a 

train of  cars unable to pass each other. 

It will be interesting to see how much 

of an effect the slipstreaming has. 

With a touring car, when you are in a 

slipstream, you lose the resistance of  

the air but you also lose nice cold fresh 

air into the intercooler which slows 

the car a fraction. That will not happen 

in an electric car. Slipstream could 

be a major part of  this, which will be 

very interesting to see. I can totally 

picture myself  lunging someone in 

one of  the I-PACE cars.

The guys at Jaguar told me that if  

the battery is above 75 per cent, the 

regeneration doesn’t do anything. 

It automatically starts working – 

gradually – when the battery goes 

below that level. So nobody will have 

regeneration initially, so if  drivers 

like running it with that system on, 

they will not have it to start with. 

Then they will have to balance that 

with the ABS, which does make a big 

difference – especially on treaded 

tyres – on the initial turn in.

Keeping your tyre temperature 

right is going to be crucial. Treaded 

tyres on a track with a two-ton car 

could end up melted by the end. Are 

you going to want to start on brand 

new tyres? Ideally, you want buffed 

tyres. Either way, tyre management 

is going to be an interesting one. 

The events will be 25 minutes plus 

one lap, and that is a decent length of  

race and there will be plenty to keep 

the drivers occupied. 

 It might seem all serene and quiet 

on the outside, but there will be loads 

going on inside the cockpit. 

 THE NEXT GENERATION

Austin got to grips with the car in the tricky conditions in the test

The car returns to the 

pitlane – plus some gravel 

The cockpit felt 

familiar for Austin

TECH SPEC

Jaguar I-PACE eTrophy
Chassis: Built by Jaguar SVO; length: 
4.85m; width: 2.15m; FIA rollcage
Powertrain: All-wheel drive, 400PS 
maximum power output, 700Nm 
maximum torque, two synchronous 
electric motors
Battery: Lithium-ion battery, same 
as in the Jaguar I-PACE, 90kWh 
power output
Charging: Custom-made, compact 
Terra fast chargers, powered by ABB
Wheels and tyres: 265/35 Zr22 
Michelin Pilot Super Sport tyres, 
bespoke 22-inch forged rims, treaded 
tyres for all conditions
Brakes: Bespoke AP Racing brake 
system, Bosch Motorsport ABS 
management system with 11 settings 
to suit driver preference
Suspension: Race specification 
knuckles and springs; spring rates 
increased by 225 per cent front, 75 
per cent rear
Data acquisition: Cosworth dash 
display, datalogger, data analysis 
system including video synchronised 
overlays 
Electrics: Lightweight full-race 
loom; system adapted from Jaguar’s 
Formula E racer
Aerodynamics: Front and rear splitter, 
rear diffuser and adjustable rear wing. 
Additional air intakes to help with cooling
Body: lightweight, all-aluminium 
structure, modified from the production-
spec to allow the fitment of the rollcage; 
some production aluminium body 
panels to be exchanged with composite 
panels to save weight
0-60mph: 4.5 seconds
Top speed: 121mph

CALENDAR

 Jaguar I-PACE eTrophy calendar

DATE TRACK

Dec 15, 2018 Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
Feb 16, 2019 Mexico City, Mexico
March 10, 2019 Hong Kong
March 23, 2019 Sanya, China
April 13, 2019 Rome, Italy
April 27, 2019 Paris, France
May 11, 2019 Monte Carlo, Monaco
May 25, 2019 Berlin, Germany
July 13/14, 2019 New York, America*

* = double header

Jaguar I-PACE is an easy 

racer to get to grips with



WALTER HAYESTROPHY
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Last year’s victor was the man to beat again. By Matt Beer

U
ntilhalfway
throughthe2018
Walter Hayes 
Trophy final, ’17 
winner Michael 
Moyers looked 
like a man with 

serenity to spare. A dominant 
heat poleman and winner on 
Saturday, a relatively comfortable 
semi-final winner once Kevin 
Mills Racing team-mate Michael 
Eastwell had misfired his way 
backwards, and then swiftly past 
yet another KMR Spectrum team-
mate – Julian van der Watt – to lead 
the final from second on the grid.

The potential mishap of  a too-dry set-

up for the quite-wet track was averted 

with a last-gasp change completed just 

as the whistle blew in the assembly area. 

Moyers had the lead and the pace. Back 

to back wins looked predestined.

Then coming into a fiendishly slippery 

Brooklands just before half-distance, 

Moyers had his only blip of  the weekend.

“I screwed up. I probably braked five 

feet too late. Literally just too late,” he 

said. “The fronts locked and I had a bit of  

a wobble and I knew I had to go straight 

on. And my heart just sank.”

Even as Moyers was slithering over 

the run-off  area, good news for him was 

unfolding behind. Jordan Dempsey, 

another member of  Kevin Mills’ WHT 

superteam, had been a huge threat early 

on – quickly recovering from a poor start 

tohackthrough into second by the 

end of  the first lap and then hounding 

Moyers. Dempsey’s overtaking 

ambitions were only stymied by yellows 

at the complex after team-mate Roger 

Orgee was sent spinning into Team 

USA Scholarship winner Jake Craig’s 

Cliff  Dempsey Racing Ray. Once that 

was cleared with a safety car, two thirds 

of  the race remained and Dempsey’s 

“‘yes, I can have a go at him now!’” 

intentions were made very clear with a 

big look down the inside at Brooklands.

But next time around, Dempsey was 

attacked for second by a charging Joey 

Foster just as Moyers went off  in front 

of  them.

“He [Foster] just understeered into 

me and biffed me off,” said Dempsey. 

“But it’s the Walter Hayes final, I can 

excuse it.”

With Dempsey following Moyers 

across the run-off, and others losing 

momentum behind the incident, 

Moyers rejoined the track to a pleasant 

surprise: rather than having tumbled 

down into the midfield, “it was just 

Joey in front of  me”.

Moyers also had time to think 

“‘where’s Joey come from? That’s 

typical Joey...’” when he remembered 

the new leader had started way down 

in 11th, before quickly deciding he 

had to immediately attack to avoid 

getting drawn into a battle that would 

allow the pack to swamp them.

Foster thought he had Moyers 

covered “for a fraction of  a second” 

but “knew I had a fight on my hands” 

when he saw how much the Spectrum 

gained on him through Copse.

Onto the back straight, Foster 

thought “he’s not going to go for it 

straight away, surely?” but that was 

exactly what Moyers did – diving 

to the inside at Brooklands and 

reclaiming first place precisely where 

he had lost it just one lap earlier.

Still learning about the quick but set-

up-sensitive Firman he has recently 

taken on, Foster’s pace would fade as 

the race went on. He also fell down the 

order when taken wide at Brooklands 

by Festival winner Josh Smith, who 

had charged through from ninth while 

grappling with tricky brake bias on 

his Oldfield Van Diemen that led to 

the brush with Foster and an eventual 

exit backwards into the Copse gravel.

Foster and Smith going off-course 

together opened the door for Matt 

Cowley to appear in second. Back 

from America to lead the charge of  

the Dolan team that had dominated 

the National Championship with the 

absent Niall Murray, Cowley had 

already made epic progress from the 

Last Chance race and was benefiting 

from a Van Diemen with a dry-leaning 

set-up on an improving track.

But Moyers had things in hand. 

Giving himself  “take a deep breath 

every lap, keep calm, I’ve got it under 

control” instructions in the cockpit, 

he inched into a small advantage as

Cowley found himself  very busy with 

the recovering Dempsey.

“I was so close to the dream 

weekend,” said Cowley, having fallen 

0.978 seconds shy of  victory. “But 

considering we weren’t even in the 

semi-finals at the start of  today to be 

battling for the lead in the final and 

coming second was great.”

Third-placed Dempsey was left “a 

bit annoyed” as he – rightly – felt he 

had the pace to win, but readily 

conceded that Moyers had been 

“top class all weekend”.

While Mills’s crew celebrated a fourth 

WHT win in eight years, it was quiet 

next door at Cliff  Dempsey Racing – so 

often KMR’s main rival at this event. 

With Craig taken out, Nico Gruber 

retiring with damage, and the very 

rapid James Clarke a disconsolate last 

after spinning, CDR’s best finisher was 

Team USA’s Colin Mullan in 12th.

Two of the three drivers with the best 

victory shots had scooted straight on at 

Brooklands on lap one – final polesitter 

van der Watt and the ever-combative 

Oliver White. Van der Watt’s weekend 

eventually ended in the pits straight 

gravel after a tap on the rear through 

Woodcote, but the South African was 

still ecstatic about his performance. 

Promising but low-key on his UK FF1600

debut in last year’s Festival, van der 

Watt returned emboldened from a 

rookie season in USF2000 and shone. 

MASTERFUL MOYERS
TAKES ANOTHER WIN

Moyers has taken consecutive wins

White’sSouleyMotorsportMedina

was in the thick of  things up front all 

weekend but was beached at Luffield 

after a collision with Luke Cooper.

Foster made it back to fourth ahead 

of  Cowley’s Dolan team-mate Chris 

Middlehurst and Cooper – who was 

stymied during the whole event by an 

engine generously loaned by Swift 

Cooper team-mate Alan Slater, but 

originally prepared for recent racing 

returnee Slater’s Historic Nike and 

not up to challenging for a WHT win.

Scottish champion Ross Martin, 

last year’s WHT runner-up Josh 

Fisher, Eastwell and lead B-M driver 

Tom McArthur completed the top 10. 

McArthur had starred all weekend 

and spent the early laps as Moyers 

and Dempsey’s main chaser before 

“a rush of  blood to the head” after 

losing ground at the safety car restart 

sent him wide and down the order. 

He also had a slowing-down lap 

brush with Middlehurst that was 

investigated by officials, but over 

which no action was taken.

Fisher was “over the moon” with 

eighth given that he had started the 

day near the back of  the Progression 

race grid, but Eastwell couldn’t decide 

how he felt about ninth. That was 

understandable, his team boss Mills 

reckoning Eastwell was potentially 

the fastest of  all his drivers in the 

Sunday afternoon conditions had he 

been able to start up front.

Foster (r) was Moyer’s main challenger

Orgee (r) was sent 

spinning by Craig

White’s final ended in disappointment as contact with Cooper left him out
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If  you were going to pick possible heat 

winners before the weekend, Felix 

Fisher, Julian van der Watt and Rory 

Smith were perhaps not at the top of  

the list. But all three triumphed as the 

Saturday races produced some 

surprising results.

Fisher did benefit from a huge slice of  

luck to win heat two in his TM Racing 

Ray. Jordan Dempsey and Matt Cowley 

had a close battle for the lead, with 

Dempsey holding the advantage into 

lap seven of  the eight. But then into 

Brooklands the pair collided and spun.

Dempsey described Cowley’s 

move as “stupid”, saying: “Matt just 

went for a gap that wasn’t there. An 

experienced driver would know that 

it’s going to close. I don’t know what 

he was thinking.”

Cowley countered: “I darted right 

and then back on the inside and I 

think he thought I was on the outside 

still and didn’t leave me enough room.”

Cowley and Dempsey weren’t the only

ones in the wars, as Sebastian Job spun

his B-M Van Diemen at Becketts on the

opening lap while Tom Brown rolled his

Van Diemen RF79 (see news) on the final

tour at the same corner after clashing 

with Paul Mason’s Swift SC94.

Heat three didn’t look the most 

exciting on paper, with it seemingly 

lacking major contenders, but it ended 

up being one of  the most entertaining. 

South African van der Watt, Tom 

McArthur, Scottish champion Ross 

Martin and Carter Williams (Ray) 

were close throughout, with van der 

Watt eventually prevailing after 

Martin led initially. 

“What a heat!” enthused Martin.

“That was the first proper race I’ve had

since I raced here last year. In Scotland

you don’t get races like that.”

Smith also had to work hard for his

win in heat five, just keeping Team

USA driver Jake Craig and three-time

Hayes winner Joey Foster at bay.

There was another slightly surprising

victor in the final heat too. Festival

winner Josh Smith was on a charge on

the opening lap, passing Nico Gruber

around the outside of Copse and Ollie

White at Brooklands. But his lead only

lasted until lap three when a missed

gear on the pit straight cost him dear

and allowed Roger Orgee, who has had

little competitive action this year,

through to win narrowly from White.

A less unexpected winner was Chris

Middlehurst in the opening heat. 

Michael Eastwell led the early stages

but – just two weeks after his Festival

heartbreak – a missed gear on lap

four damaged his engine and allowed

Middlehurst to get ahead, although

the Team Dolan racer reckoned he

had the pace to win anyway.

But in a worse position was Josh

Fisher. Having already qualified at the

back after an oil leak in qualifying, he

then spun off at Becketts on the final lap

having just passed the ailing Eastwell.

The most predictable heat winner

of them all, however, came in the

fourth contest as last year’s victor

Michael Moyers was dominant,

with Ivor McCullough’s Van Diemen

snatching second from Stuart

Gough’s Oldfield-run machine

with two laps remaining.

While Moyers was looking

ominously untroubled, Josh

Fisher, Job and Cowley all had

plenty to do to reach the final.

Stephen Lickorish

Unexpected names top the heats as Saturday races feature surprising results

RESULTS
Walter Hayes Trophy
Heat 1: Chris Middlehurst
(Van Diemen LA10)
Heat 2: Felix Fisher
(Ray GR08)
Heat 3: Julian van der Watt
(Spectrum 011C)
Heat 4: Michael Moyers
(Spectrum 011C)
Heat 5: Rory Smith
(Medina Sport JL18)
Heat 6: Roger Orgee
(Spectrum 011C)
Progression race: Josh
Fisher (Van Diemen JL14)
Last Chance race: Matt
Cowley (Van Diemen JL13)
Semi-final 1: Michael
Moyers
Semi-final 2: Julian Van
der Watt
Pre ’93 Final for the
Janet Cesar Trophy:
Callum Grant
(Van Diemen RF91)

Pre ’82 Final for the
Carl Hamer Trophy: Ed
Thurston (Merlyn Mk20A)
Final: Michael Moyers

HSCC Closed Wheel
Allcomers Race
Vic Nutter (Osella PA3)

BWRDC Ladies’ Closed
Wheel
Scratch: Natalie McGloin
(Porsche Cayman S)
Handicap: Katie Milner
(Ginetta G40 GT5)

HSCC Open Wheel
Allcomers Race
David Thorburn (Ralt RT3)

Silverstone Allcomers
Closed Wheel
Richard Wise
(Chiron LMP)

Photos: Steve Jones, Jakob Ebrey

‘Felix Fisher won after 
huge slice of luck’
WHT heat report, below

Cowley’s optimistic move on Dempsey cost them both in heat two

Rory Smith was another of the less expected heat winners

BrooklandsspinforCraigallowedvanderWatttowinthesecondsemi-final

HEATS

Toqualifyonpolefor
theWalterHayes
Trophyissome
achievement.Andto
dosowhenyou’veonly
gotafractionofthe
experienceofracing
inFormulaFordinthe
UKofyourrivals,is
evenmoreimpressive.
That’swhatSouth
AfricanJulianvan
derWattachievedlast
weekend.Yes,hehas
racedinUSF2000this
yearbutitwasstilla
fineresult.Itwasjust
ashamehisfinal
endedinthe gravel
onthepitstraight.

STAR OF THE MEETING

For those who falter on the first 

day of the WHT, Sunday morning 

provides an opportunity for 

redemption. Unusually, only 

three drivers of note needed the 

get out of jail card afforded by 

the repechage system.

Josh Fisher and Sebastian Job 

made short work of getting to the 

front of the Progression race, and 

were making serene progress to 

the next stage until contact at 

Brooklands on the final lap caused 

Job to spin, but he retained second.

Job tracked Fisher through the 

Last Chance race, too, but this 

time behind Matt Cowley, who 

had earlier outbraked Jack Kemp’s

Ray at Becketts to take the lead.

The trio safely moved into the 

semi-finals, but Job’s progress – 

and his first season of racing – 

ended in the first last-72 race, 

with an early off at Becketts 

causing gearbox damage.

One of the heat winners was 

also eliminated in that contest. A 

distributor issue prevented Felix 

Fisher from taking the restart of 

a race halted when Vincent Jay’s 

Ray became stranded at Maggotts. 

Before the red flag he had survived 

a collision with Stuart Gough, who 

in turn had been touched by Luke 

Most of the main contenders successfully navigate eventful semi-final contests held in tricky conditions

As well as finishing a strong 

15th in the overall final, Callum 

Grant also won the Pre ’93 

final in his Van Diemen RF91. 

Grant, who normally races 

a Merlyn Mk20, finished 12s 

ahead of  Richard Tarling, 

despite only having driven 

the car a handful of  times 

before the race. Tarling, in 

his new Jamun M92, made a 

superb recovery drive after 

dropping to the back of  the 

pack from second place on 

the grid. He had struggled for 

grip off  the startline and had 

contact at the first corner.

Further back, Pirelli 

engineer Doug Crosbie’s Van 

Diemen RF89 followed Tarling 

past a scrapping Jaap Blijleven 

(Reynard 89F) and Nicolas 

Beloou (Van Diemen RF91). 

Crosbie had qualified fourth 

but was initially passed by the 

flying Blijleven and Beloou.

The Pre ’82 final resulted 

in another dominant win, 

from Ed Thurston this time. 

This was Thurston’s first time 

out in a Merlyn Mk20A, run by 

Classic Team Merlyn. He was 

followed quite closely by Mark 

Armstrong in his Van Diemen 

RF80 but the Irishman was 

unable to get within passing 

range. Rick Morris was third 

driving a patched-up Royale 

RP29, seven seconds behind 

having not quite kept in touch 

with the front two.

Vic Nutter won the HSCC 

Closed Wheel Allcomers 

race, capitalising on erstwhile 

leader David Wale missing a 

gear in his Mallock to sneak 

his red Osella PA3 into the 

lead on the penultimate lap. 

Natalie McGloin (Porsche 

Cayman) won the BWRDC 

Ladies’ race on scratch after 

a spirited battle with Katie 

Milner’s Ginetta, but Milner 

won on handicap.

Rachel Harris-Gardiner

Grant the master of 
older machinery

SEMI-FINALS

Cooper on the approach to 

Becketts. Gough was also ruled out.

In the first part of the race 

Michael Eastwell made rapid 

progress from row three to be 

second by the end of the opening 

lap, but he was stymied by a 

breakage inside a spark plug and 

he could salvage only 12th. 

Meanwhile, Michael Moyers 

continued his strong campaign 

with a clear win over Jordan 

Dempsey – who started from row 

six and did most of the hard work 

before the stoppage – and James 

Clarke, who was only one place 

ahead of the Irishman on the 

original grid. 

Most impressive of all, though, 

was Cowley, up from 28th to take 

fourth position on the third of 

four laps in part two of the race, 

demoting heat one winner Chris 

Middlehurst, who was struggling 

for grip as the rain fell.

The second semi-final didn’t 

result in any high profile 

departures, but two of the three 

heat winners were left dissatisfied. 

The one that wasn’t was Julian 

van der Watt, who sealed the lead 

at Becketts on the opening lap and 

held it until he lost it to Jake Craig 

there on the final lap, only for the 

American to spin down to 11th 

position at Brooklands, handing 

the South African victory.

Ollie White was runner-up from 

Tom McArthur, Nico Gruber and 

Josh Smith, but fifth heat winner 

Rory Smith had looked set to take 

second for much of the race. On 

lap seven he edged Joey Foster 

onto the grass at Copse, causing 

the Firman to jump out of gear

 and the Cornishman to drop back 

to seventh. Two laps later, Smith 

went wide there himself and spun, 

eventually recovering to 10th.

Two places ahead of him, Roger 

Orgee finished eighth having 

earlier made “the worst start of 

my career” to drop into the frantic 

scrap for the minor placings, 

from which he never emerged. 

Josh Fisher’s progress stuttered, 

but he survived to take 14th 

after a bash from a remorseful 

Colin Mullan.

Ian Sowman
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National Hot Rods:
Hednesford Hill
By Graham Brown

Organiser: Incarace When: November 4 Where:
Hednesford Hills Raceway Starters: 33.

JasonKewswept tovictory in
the lastWorldSeries roundof
theyearaswellas lifting the
magnificentnewAngieRowe
MemorialTrophy toadornhis
mantelpieceforayear.

GavinMurrayandShaneBland

followedKewhomeinthefinal,

whileheathonoursfelltoJack

BloodandRalphSanders.

Apackedgridtooktothetrackfor

theopeningheat,theentryswollen

byanumberof visitors.Asteady

drizzlemadesurethewettrack

stayedthatway,andmostcarswere

onamixtureof slicksandwets.

ShaunTaylorwasthefirstto

showwithRussWilcox,Alistair

LoweandIvanGraysonall inthe

vanguard,buttherewerebattles

goingonthroughouttheorderwith

a13-carpackscrappingoverthe

minorplacesatonepoint.Itwas

Bloodwhobrokefreeof therestto

chase down the leaders, and the 

fired-up Vauxhall man barrelled 

around the outside to take Wilcox 

and then Taylor half  a lap later.

With the leader pulling clear 

interest centred on the fight for 

second. Although well back in the 

mix,RobMcDonaldandBillyWood

werebothcharginguptheorder.

Withthepassingof half distance,

McDonaldhadmadeitthrough

tosixthandjustkeptongoing,

eventuallytakingtheflagsecond

albeitalongwaybackfromBlood,

whileColinSmithtookthirdabout

half acarlengthuponAndyLane.

Heattwowasjustascrowdedand

equallyfrantic.Graysongotaway

firstthistimeandquicklyleftthe

earlyoppositionbehind.Butwith

thesurfacestill treacherous,

experiencebegantocountand

therearen’tmanyHotRoddrivers

withmoreof thatthanSanders.

TheWestCountrymanheldoff the

otherplacementogosecond,and

thencarvedintoGrayson’slead

beforegoingaheadattheEastbend.

Therewasagooddealof three-

wideracinggoingonfurtherback

butitwasSmith’sBMWthatbroke

awayfromtheresttochasethe

leaderdown.Infact,Smithisone

of thefewwhorivalSandersinthe

experiencestakesandhespentthe

restof theracewhittlingdownthe

gap.Hewasalmostontermsstarting

the last lap but never got any nearer 

than that, the pair crossing the line 

well clear of  third man Blood.

With Blood having garnered  

pole for the final, few were betting 

against him making it a brace of  

wins and sure enough he shot away 

atthegreenflag, leavingSmith,

McDonald,Sanders,Kewand

Murraytodecidewhohadcorrectly

guessedthebestset-upforthestill

grip-lessandslimytracksurface.

Woodwasgoingintheright

directionforawhileuntilhisrun

stalledandhebegantoloseplaces

again.InsteaditwasKewwho

doggedlykeptthepressureonSmith

untilhewasrewardedwithsecond.

Bloodwasstillrompingawayat

thefront,pickingoff backmarkers

easilyandgenerallylookingpretty

secure.However,Kewinexorably

begantoclosedowntheleader’s

advantageuntilhesettledonto

Blood’stailshortlybeforemid-

distance.Kewcontinuedhis

policyof steadilypressurising

theoppositionuntilhewasfinally

abletoslipdownBlood’sinside

alongthebackstraight.

The new leader had just

started to pull away when he was

interrupted by the only yellow

flag of the whole meeting, Sanders

having come to a stop in a very

dodgy spot. The closed up order for

the restart allowed Murray to get

an immediate jump on Blood to

snatch second, and had also now

brought Bland into the mix, the

track conditions seemingly coming

to him as the laps ran out, with

Smith, McDonald and Blood all

falling victim to Bland’s late charge.

KEW WINS THE INAUGURAL ANGIE
ROWE MEMORIAL SHOWDOWN

NATIONAL HOT RODS

Kew (above and inset) 

was the class of the field

SPORTING SCENE

RESULTS
Heat one: 1 Jack Blood (Vauxhall Tigra);  
2 Rob McDonald (Vauxhall Tigra); 3 Colin 
Smith (BMW Z4); 4 Andy Lane (Ginetta 
G40R); 5 Shaun Taylor (Vauxhall Tigra);  
6 Ralph Sanders (Vauxhall Tigra); 7 Billy 
Wood (Vauxhall Tigra); 8 Lewis Shelley 

(Vauxhall Tigra). Heat two: 1 Sanders;  
2 Smith; 3 Blood; 4 Gavin Murray (Vauxhall 
Tigra); 5 Jason Kew (Ginetta G40R);  
6 Paul Gomm (Vauxhall Tigra); 7 McDonald;  
8 Shane Bland (Vauxhall Tigra). Final:  
1 Kew; 2 Murray; 3 Bland; 4 McDonald;  

5 Smith; 6 Chris Haird (Vauxhall Tigra);  
7 Blood; 8 Adam Maxwell (Vauxhall Tigra);  
9 Wood; 10 Kym Weaver (Vauxhall Tigra). 
Standings (after 7/14 rounds):  
1 McDonald 285; 2 Kew 269; 3 Haird 267;  
4 Murray 248; 5 Wood 231; 6 Weaver 230.



Cars will return to Cornish roads

Wainman leads the race for the silver roof ahead of the BelleVue finale
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SPEED SWAPS TO
SUBARU FOR ARX
Ex-F1 driver joins Japanese firm for 2019

ByHalRidge

FormerFormula1driver
ScottSpeedhasswitched
fromtheVolkswagenAndretti
Rallycross teamwithwhich
hehasclaimedfourstraight
titles todrive forSubaru’s
worksrallycrosseffort
inAmericasRallycross
nextyear.

TheformerToroRossodriver

wonthefirstAmericasRallycross

titlein2018racingaVolkswagen

Beetle, followingahat-trickof

crownsinthenowdefunct

American-basedGlobal

RallycrossChampionship.

Hewillnowjoinformer

WorldRallyChampionship

driversPatrikSandelland

ChrisAtkinsonintheVermont

SportsCar-operatedSubaru

RallyTeamUSAsquad.

“I’mexcitedtoofficially

announcemyracingplansfor

the2019season,”saidSpeed.

“I’veracedallovertheworld–

Formula1,NASCAR,FormulaE,

andafour-yearrallycross

championshiprun,including

theinauguralARXtitlethisyear–

andI’mthrilledthatthenext

chapterformewillbehereinthe

USwiththeSubaruteaminthe

AmericasRallycrossseries.”

The35-yearoldFormulaE

podium-finisherappearedon

thepodiumateachof thefour

ARXroundsthisseason,and

wontwice.Hebeganhis

campaignwithasecondplace

finishatSilverstoneinMayto

team-mateTannerFoust,but

willswitchtoaSubaruWRXSTI

withdevelopmentledbyBritish

engineerJonathanCareyfornext

season.Thesquadisyettofinish

onthepodiuminthenewseries.

“Subaruisateamontherise

inARX,”saidSpeed.

“I’malsoexcitedtojoinSandell

andAtkinson–twoof thetop

driversinthesport,whoshowed

seriouspaceintheWRXSTI

thisseason.”

Croft will return to being the

host venue for the final round

of the British Rallycross

Championship next season

while Silverstone will hold

just one round of the series.

The 2019 season will be held over

eight rounds in seven weekends

starting at Silverstone in March

before visiting Lydden Hill for the

traditional Easter Bank Holiday

Monday round in April.

As with the World Championship,

British RX will use the wing

paddock for its 2019 round. A

now customary double-header

weekend will be held at Pembrey

in June, where the circuit will

be run in opposite directions

across the two days.

The Lydden August Bank Holiday

stop-off remains on the schedule

for round five, before a single-day

visit to Pembrey is sandwiched

by a pair of Croft events at the

conclusion of the season, with

the final round taking place at

the end of October.

Speed will

have fresh seat

British Rallycross
Championship
By Hal Ridge

Organiser: BARC/LHMC When: November 4 Where: Silverstone
Starters: 70.

MarkHigginsenteredthefinalround

of theBritishRallycrossChampionship

atSilverstoneknowingvictorywas

requiredif hewastolifthisfourthMSA

Britishtitle,andhisfirstrallycross

crowninhismaidenseason.

HiseventstartedwellinQ1asthe

Manxmanpassedbothof histitle

rivalsOllieO’Donovanandthen

JulianGodfreywithtwoaccomplished

outbrakingmovesintothefirstcorner

onsuccessivelapstosetthebesttime.

ThatfirstturnwasthentheAlbatec

Racingdriver’sundoinginQ2whenhe

losthisPeugeot208asWorldRXregular

OliverBennettsetthefastesttime.

Bennettwasagainquickestin

Q3asrainhitSilverstone’sStowe

rallycrosslayout,withHigginssecond

tonetapolepositionstartforthe

semi-finals.

Itwasthatstageof theeventwhere

pace-settingBennett’srunwouldend

ashewasforcedtostopwiththerear

of hisFordFiestaonfire.Returning

2016BritishRXchampionDan

Rooketookthewin.

Insemi-finaltwo,thethreetitle

protagonistslineduponthefrontrow

anditwaspointsleaderO’Donovanwho

madethebeststartfromtheoutsideto

takethelead.Inslipperyconditions,

thetitlecontendershadelectedfordry

tyresandaseachof therunnerstook

theircompulsoryjokerlaps,Higgins

climbedtothefrontasO’Donovan

droppedtothird.

ThatmeantO’Donovanwouldline

uponthesecondrowforthefinal,with

BriSCA F1: Stoke
By Colin Casserley

Organiser: Startrax When: November 3 Where: Stoke Starters: 35

FrankieWainmanJrhasonehandonthe

NationalSeriesShootouttrophyaftera

convincingfinalwinatStoke.Wainman

Jrcametotheeventtiedatthetopof the

standingswithStuartSmithJrafterlast

week’sevents.However,injurymeant

SmithJrwasforcedtomissthemeeting

andhewillnotreturnfortheremainder

of thecontest.

TheStokeresultcreatedafirstinthe

64-yearhistoryof stockcarswhenthetop

threeplaceswerefilledbymembersof the

samefamily.WainmanJrwasfollowed

homebyhisbrotherDannyWainman

withFrankie’ssonFrankieWainman

JuniorJrcompletingthepodiumplaces.

Theracewashaltedontheopeninglap

whenNeilScrivenandNigelHarrhyboth

rolledtheirmachines.Attherestart,Sam

Jacklingrabbedtheleadwhilethemulti-

carpile-upslowedthefield.WainmanJr

wasabletobargehiswaythroughthe

meleeandtrackdownJacklin.Hetook

theleadjustafterthehalfwaypoint.

DannyWainmanbattledwithWainman

JuniorJrbeforenudginghiswayinto

secondintheclosingstages.

“Itwasahecticstart;Ihadalittlebit

of luckgettingthroughthepile-up,”

saidwinnerWainmanJr.“Butwhen

IgotintotheleadIjusttriedtodrive

conservativelyandnottakeanychances.

It’sgreattohavethefamilytakethetop

threespots,butwhenwegetoutonthe

trackitiseachmanforhimself.”

FrankieWainmanJuniorJradded:

“[Frankie]mightbemydadbutif Ihad

caughthim,Iwouldknockhimoutthe

waylikeanyotherdriver.It’s justheis

fasterthanmeatthemomentandIhave

nothadthechancetobeathimyet!”

DannyWainmanmovesintosecond

intheShootoutpointschartaheadof Mat

Newson,whohadadisastrousmeeting

atStoke,failingtoqualifyforthefinal.

However,with40marksseparatingthe

topthreeandapossible90pointsonoffer

attheShootoutfinaleonSundayatBelle

Vue,thetitleisstillupforgrabs.

Results
1 Frankie Wainman Jr; 2 Danny Wainman; 3 Frankie Wainman
Junior Jr; 4 Lee Fairhurst; 5 Karl Hawkins; 6 Paul Hines; 7 Mark
Woodhull; 8 Phoebe Wainman; no other finishers.

Higgins delivers the
victory his title needed

Croft returns in 2019 
as British RX sign-off

The Wainmans complete podium lock-out at Stoke

Watergate Bay hillclimb to become an annual event as 2019 date is revealed

Organisers of  the closed-road Watergate 

Bay Speed Hillclimb in Cornwall have 

confirmed that it will become an annual 

fixture and take place for a second time 

in 2019.

After a successful first event in 

September this year, promoters 

Truro and District Motor Club, Newquay 

Auto Club and Plymouth Motor Club 

are also looking at making changes to 

thehilltoofferagreaterchallengefor

competitors and better viewing for 

fans throughout the course. Next 

year’s contest is scheduled to take

place on September 14/15. 

The inaugural event featured 90 drivers 

each day competing on the 720-metre 

course which uses the B3276 coast road 

between Padstow and Newquay.

Truro and District MC competition 

secretary Dave Brenton, said: “It’s very 

excitingtobeabletoformallyannounce

a date for 2019 and the return of  the 

Watergate Bay Speed Hillclimb.

“The entire committee worked 

tirelessly to ensure the debut event was 

a success and I was so very proud that 

we managed to do that considering it 

was the first event of  its kind in the 

country. We learned very fast and 

that means we can now take our 

experiences into next year and make 

itbiggerandbetterthanbefore.”

BRITISH RALLYCROSS CHAMPIONSHIPBRISCA F1

Higgins on pole. The three-time British 

Rally champion duly took the lead of  

the final at the start, as O’Donovan 

made the best launch but was hung out 

on the outside of  the pack and dropped 

behind Pat Doran in the run to Turn 2.

Doran then climbed another position 

when Rooke spun at the loose surface 

hairpin. In an attempt to remove 

himself  from the traffic, O’Donovan 

took his joker at the first opportunity, 

followed by Steve Hill,  but the pair 

returned to the main circuit behind 

Mike Manning’s Fiesta and began to 

drop time. 

Having started on the outside of  

the front row, five-time champion 

Godfrey jokered on lap two and 

dropped behind Doran as Higgins

up front extended his margin with 

a commanding performance. 

With a penultimate-lap joker, Higgins 

maintained his lead to win his third 

event of  the season and wrap up the 

championship. Godfrey finished second 

and just missed out on a sixth crown 

while O’Donovan’s fourth place finish 

was two places down on where he 

needed to be to stop Higgins taking the 

biggest prize of  the year. Rooke finished 

fifth with Hill sixth and Manning father-

and-son pairing Mike and Liam 

Manning completing the finalists. 

Former Supernational champion 

Dave Bellerby made a one-off  return to 

the class and beat regulars Jack Thorne 

and 2018 champion Tristan Ovenden 

for victory, while Tom Constantine 

bettered younger brother Luke to 

Junior class victory and the title. 

Martin Hawkes and Tom Llewellin 

claimed their first wins of  the season 

in the BMW Mini and Swift Sport 

classes, while Ford Escort driver 

Ray Morgan won the Retro Rallycross 

final. Chrissy Palmer passed Leo 

Forster to win the RX150 buggy class 

and maintain his clean sheet in 2018.

Results
British Rallycross: 1 Mark Higgins (Peugeot 208); 2 Julian 
Godfrey (Mitsubishi Mirage) +6.075s; 3 Pat Doran (Citroen C4); 
4 Ollie O’Donovan (Ford Fiesta); 5 Dan Rooke (Ford Focus); 
6 Steve Hill (Mitsubishi Evo).
Supernational: 1 Dave Bellerby (Lotus Exige); 2 Jack Thorne 
(Renault Twingo) +0.582s; 3 Tristan Ovenden (Renault Clio); 
4 Paul Coney (Vauxhall Corsa); 5 Darren Scott (Citroen C2); 
6 Vincent Bristow (BMW E46).
Junior: 1 Tom Constantine; 2 Luke Constantine +1.378s; 
3 Patrick O’Donovan; 4 Kristiane Hvaal Engh; 5 Ben Sayer; 
6 James Constantine.
Suzuki Swift: 1 Tom Llewellin; 2 Dominic Flitney +1.898s; 
3 Simon Ovenden; 4 Christopher Scott; 5 Nikita Abramov; 
6 Max Weatherley.
RX150: 1 Chrissy Palmer; 2 Leo Forster +1.178s; 3 Jami 
Kalliomaki; 4 Stephen Jones; 5 Hal Ridge; 6 Luke Woodham.
BMW Mini: 1 Martin Hawkes; 2 Dave Ward +1.764s; 3 David 
Bell; 4 Andrew Hawkes; 5 Bradley Durdin; 6 Frankie Helliwell.
Retro: 1 Ray Morgan (Escort); 2 Rob Gibson (MG Metro 6R4) 
+0.148s; 3 James Harrold (VW Beetle); 4 Gary Dixon (Vauxhall 
Astra); 5 John Cross (Lancia Stratos); 6 Paul Easterbrook 
(Toyota MR2).

Higgins won the BRX 

title in fine style

CALENDAR
British Rallycross 
Championship

DATE TRACK

March 24 Silverstone
April 22 Lydden
June 22 Pembrey 
June 23 Pembrey 
August 26 Lydden
September 8 Croft
September 22 Pembrey 
October 27 Croft

Speed: car change
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A good news week for rallying fans

Richard Salisbury’s photograph of the Neil Howard Stages from the 2017 season Robert Ingham’s Historic Formula Ford 1600 shot from the last round at Silverstone 

Snetterton action from Justin Ward

Chris Collier’s shot from Rally Spain

James Lomax’s shot of a Fiat 131 flier

Anthony Underwood’s snap from the recent Rob Walker celebration event

Josh Jones’s shot from Wales Rally GB

Bob Sketchly was at Bedford car trials

Mike Griffin from the Neil Howard Stages

This is certainly an interesting week for rally fans with two slices of very good news indeed. The first of these is the announcement that th
official launch of the 2019 World Rally Championship will take place at the Autosport International Show at the NEC in Birmingham next
January on one of the public days. Fans will be able to get up close to the stars and the cars.

Then there is the fact that organisers and officials who have the power to revive the Circuit of Ireland have been to visit a modern round of the WRC. The 
trip to Rally of Spain by leading personnel, including politicians, means that the door must be ajar when it comes to a willingness to make something 
happen in Ireland and Northern Ireland.

Given the strength of rallying in England, Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland, this is no more than the fans deserve. Each event will get the welcom
reception they deserve and go to underline the passion of the home-grown fans.  
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

Two significant steps will bring this branch of motorsport into sharp focus

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!

John Henderson captured this classic Jaguar pushing hard at Anglesey recently
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PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS,VIEWS AND REPORTS

NEXT WEEK OUT WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14

LISTINGSTV GUIDE

LIVE F1
Brazilian Grand
Prix Sky Sports
F1 HD coverage

Drivers’ press conference:
Thursday, 1300-1330hrs

FP1: Friday,
1245-1450hrs

FP2: Friday,
1645-1850hrs

FP3: Saturday,

1345-1515hrs
Qualifying: Saturday,

1655-1845hrs
Race:Sunday,1630-1930hrs

Channel 4 HD
highlights

Qualifying: Saturday,
2045-2215hrs

Race:Sunday,2230-0045hrs

NewbywonPokerstarsRallyin’17

It’s the Brazilian Grand Prix this

weekend – an event that has a history

of producing some dramatic races.

And, ahead of this year’s instalment,

you can watch a couple of Classic

Brazilian encounters on Sky Sports F1.

There have been a number of

wet races at Interlagos and the

2003 edition was one of the most

entertaining and led to a very

surprising result – eventually. Catch

all the action from a day when even

Michael Schumacher was caught

out on Wednesday (2100-2315hrs).

Further back in time, there was

another tense contest in 1991, as

Ayrton Senna produced a herculean

effort to win his home race despite

severe gearbox woes (Thursday,

2100-2200hrs).

But if you’d prefer more historic

cars than that, there’s another

chance to catch action from the

Grand Prix de Monaco

Historique earlier this year on

Saturday (1645-1845hrs, Eurosport 2).

And finally, the Porsche Supercup

season reached its conclusion in

Mexico last month. To find out who

took title glory, tune in on Saturday

(1315-1345hrs, Eurosport 2).

EvenSchumacher(r)wascaughtoutduringtreacherousBrazilianGrandPrixin2003

RACING
SATURDAY/SUNDAY

BrandsHatch,Kent
MSVRmeeting:FormulaVee,FF1600,
VictorMeldrewSaloons,TrackdayTrophy,
TrackdayChampionship,RadicalSR1,
AllcomersStartsSaturday, racing from
1140hrs (qualifying from0900hrs)
Sunday, racing from1220hrs (qualifying
from1000hrs)Admissionadult£16,
under13 freeWebmsv.comContact
08434539000

Anglesey,NorthWales
RaceofRemembrance
StartsSaturday,qualifying from
0900hrs, racing from1500hrsSunday,
racing from0900hrsAdmissionadult
£12child freeWebangleseycircuit.com
Contact01407811400

RALLY
FRIDAY/SATURDAY

IsleofMan
PokerstarsRally
Starts1800hrsAdmission free
Webmanxautosport.org

SPORTINGSCENE
SUNDAY

BelleVue,Manchester
BriSCAF1
Starts1530hrsAdmissionTBAWeb
brisca.com

Detailscorrectat timeofpressbut
pleasecheckbefore travelling

CAN HAMILTON
ADD TO HIS 2018
SUCCESSES?

A SEASON FULL OF SURPRISES

LIVE TV
NASCARCup:
Phoenix

Race:Sunday, 1900-
2330hrs, Premier Sports

F1’s next stop is Brazil

NASCAR will head to Phoenix

FULL BRAZILIAN GRAND PRIX REPORT

F3 RACER MONGER TRIES SPECIALLY-ADAPTED RALLY CARRALLYING

BILLY 
WHIZZES INTO 

WE LOOK BACK ON THE BTCC SUPPORT SERIES IN 2018 

Photos: LAT, Martyn’s Fotos, Chicane Media, Jakob Ebrey


















