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John Romain with 1342 outside the FHCAM
hangar. ViA JOHN ROMAIN

It was fitted with a 1,175hp
(876kW) Daimler Benz DB 601Aa
12-cylinder, liquid-cooled, inverted
‘'vee' engine. Armament comprised
two geared 7.9mm MG 17 machine
guns mounted over the engine and
firing through the propeller and
two MG/FF 20mm cannon in the
wings.

The Luftwaffe accepted 1342
around the end of October 1939 - it
was issued to Jagdgeschwader 51
(JG - fighter wing) and assigned to
Feldwebel (RAF equivalent to flight
sergeant) Eduard Hemmerling of
the unit's 6th Staffel.

Artwork was painted on under
the cockpit of a ‘'verschnupfte
rabe’ (a runny nosed raven) with
the phrase 'Gott Strafe England’
(May God Punish England). The
raven caricatured British Prime
Minister Sir Neville Chamberlain.
The emblem was relocated to the
aft fuselage in April 1940.

Hemmerling fought in the Battle
of France and shot down an RAF
54 Squadron Supermarine Spitfire
on July 7,1940 over Dover and a
Bristol Blenheim two days later
near Cap Blanc Nez.

The first phase of the Battle
of Britain began on July 10, and
on the 29th Hemmerling was
escorting a force of 48 Junkers
Ju 87 ‘Stuka’ dive-bombers and
was engaged in a dogfight over
Dover. He shot down a British
aircraft - his third aerial victory.
However, 1342 was also hit in the
combat and Hemmerling turned
back towards France. He didn't
make it and crashed on the coast
of Cap Blanc Nez. The 27-year-old
Luftwaffe pilot died of his injuries.

Beachcombing
A man walking on the beach near
Calais in 1988 noticed a piece of
metal sticking out of the sand. It was
the wingtip of Bf 1091342 and the
hulk was recovered from its watery
grave.

The Messerschmitt was sent to
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England for restoration at Craig
Charleston’s Charleston Aviation
Services workshop near Colchester
in Essex. It was placed on the British
civil register as G-BYDS in November
1998 for New Zealand-based Sir Tim
Wallis's Alpine Fighter Collection.

Prior to first flight, the
Messerschmitt was acquired by Paul
Allen and it was registered to Flying
Heritage as N342FH in November
2004. The first engine and taxi
runs were carried out at Wattisham,
Suffolk, in February 2005.

Shipped to the USA, 1342
was re-assembled at Arlington,
Washington and then Steve Hinton
carried out the Bf 109's first flight in
68 years on March 22, 2008. Happy
with its performance, Hinton ferried
the fighter to Paine Field.

Too soft, don't fly!
Only a few warbird pilots

have experience in an original
Messerschmitt fighter. One of
those is the well known John
Romain of the Duxford-based
Aircraft Restoration Company. He
describes what it's like to fly the
Bf 109E-3.

"It is not that often you are asked
to fly an original Bf 109, especially
an E-model, so you can imagine my
delight at being asked to fly the
Flying Heritage and Combat Armor
Museum's example in Seattle. The
aircraft in question has original
combat history, including the
Battle of Britain, and has been
restored to exacting standards.

“Luckily, I have now accumulated
a few hundred hours flying '109s
and [Spanish-built, Rolls-Royce
Merlin-engined] Buchéns. The first
109 | ever flew was an E-model
in Canada that was owned by
the Russell Group. Nowadays my
normal seat comes in our Buchén
‘Yellow 10" based at Duxford.

“So, why am | flying this example?
The engineers at FHCAM wanted to
have some comparison with



Emil airborne
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... you do not want to be on a long,

straight final in this type of aircraft.

“So downwind, power back and
run the propeller up to the 12
o'clock position. As the airspeed
drops away, the cooling doors go to
full open and the undercarriage is
selected down.

“Now at midpoint downwind, |
start hand cranking in the flap.
Ideally, | want three-quarters flap
before pitching in for a nice curved
approach to finals. With the speed
now settled at 90 knots, | crank in
the last of the flap and control the
descent with a little power.

“The aircraft is very stable on
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into a false sense of security - but
beware! Before the flare to land, a
visual check on the slip indicator is
necessary to confirm everything is
in balance. Never land a '109 with
any drift. It leads to an exciting
time.
“At the right time, | close the
throttle and start the transition
to a three-point attitude for the
landing. The aircraft will normally
settle down well and track fairly
straight until the rudder becomes
ineffective at about 30 knots.
“Then you need the brakes if
the aircraft decides to depart,
and if she decides to, then get her

tail will punish you if you allow it.

“Taxi back before the engine gets
too hot, clear the plugs with a quick
run up to 1,800rpm and shut down.

“With respect, the '109is a
fantastic aircraft to fly, but you
must fly her and not let any lack of
concentration reverse that into you
being flown.

“FHCAM's Bf 109E-3 was a
pleasure to fly. Needless to say |
would love to do it again soon!"

Special thanks to Mark Sheppard
for his research and John Romain
for describing what it is like to fly
this classic aircraft.




