I doesn’t
seem...




WELCOME
TO THE
OF THE

%
a
i
)

CRIMSON
GODDESS...




I AM GLAD

THANK YOU
FOR MAKING ME
REMEMBER SUCH A
NOSTALGIC SIGHT,
TSUKIKAGE-SAN.

TO SEE You

ALL.

e/
/ >

HERE?
NS
gl hlﬁ“ﬂ, £

I FOLLOWED

THE SOUND

OF THE TSU-
ZUML....

YOU KNEW [T,

S0, BEFORE B, 1
YOU ALL %

GATHERED |4, I\J]}

<
»
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/
WHEN I WOKE
UP I COULDN'T
FIND ANYONE SO
I DECIDED TO

GET UP AND
LOOK FOR THEM.




e YOU LOOK |,
FINE T0O, |
s PRESIDENT.

[ 1A You
\ FOR EVERY-

THING YOU'VE
| pone.

AND ALSO
FOR BRINGING
THESE TWO
GIRLS HERE.

F

IT'S BEEN
A WHILE,
TSUKI-
KAGE-SAN.

|/ T AM HaPPY TO
| SEE THAT You
| AREINGOOD . -

( TSUKI

! KAGE-

I AM HapPY To SENSEI|
BE HERE... &

VOUs! SOON, IN
THIS PLACE, You
WILL BEGIN
TEACHING ME
THE ROLE OF
THE CRIMSON
GODDESS.

SEEING YOu
IN THIS VALLEY
MAKES ME EX-

TREMELY HAPPY,

TSUKIKAGE-

SENSEI!




THIS IS NOT
THE TREE FROM
THIS WHICH THE
VALLEY IS SACRED STATUE
- RVED,
e AN | MGETE
TREES ARE PLACE
IN FULL Y
BLOOM FOR
HALF A
YEAR.

IT IS SPLENDID. T CAN'T
TELL HOW OLD IT IS,
BUT IT SHOULD BE AS

COULD THIS BE
THE CRIMSON
PLUM TREE
WHERE THE
SPIRIT OF THE
CRIMSON GOD-
DESS DWELLS?

OLD AS THE ONE FROM

THE LEGEND.

AND OFFERING

IT'S AN END-
LESS IMPROVE-

AS IF THE IT
éLeMgngfé SEASONS HAD ICHIREN SURELY Yoy
CONSTANT TEM- STOPPED. GOT HIS INSPIRA- 15 A ¥
PERATURES TION FROM THIS SACRED
TREE TO WRITE TREE.
AND UNCHANG- THE CRIMSON
ING CLIMATE. GOUDESS!
/ THE CRIMSON
GODDESS' GES- AYUMI-
( THE TURES, EXPRES- EVERYDAY, SAN.
CHANGE SIONS... SINCE T AR~
IN HER
HEART...

EVEN THOUGH T
PLAYED THIS
ROLE FOR A
LONG TIME T

STILL DISCOVER
NEW THINGS

ABOUT IT EVERY

DAY.

IT'S STRANGE,
RIGHT?

IT KEEPS LIVING
us THESE MANY

SENSEI, DID
YOU OFTEN
COME HERE TO
REHEARSE THE
CRIMSON
GODDESS?




YOUR PER-
FORMANCE
| EARLIER WAS
WONDERFLLL.

IT LOOKED AS IF
THE WIND WAS
GENTLY CARESSING
THE PLUM TREE
BLOSSOMS AL-
THOUGH THERE
WAS NO WIND
BLOWING.

FOR A
LONG TIME 1
DREAMED OF

THE DAY WHEN
I COULD BE

I'M READY  TALGHT BY
TO DO ANY- YOLUL.

I FEEL
HONOURED
TO BE GUIDED
BY YOU, TSUKI-
KAGE-SENSEL

BUT You
HAVE YOUR
OWN CRIMSON

DON'T EVER GODDESS.

GET TIRED
OF TRYING.

TSUKI
KAGE-
SENSEL

AYUMI-SA...




IT I GET SO
EXCITED...

I WAS
LOOKING
AT THIS
PLUM
TREE.

HERE LIVES
THE SPIRIT OF
THE CRIMSON

GODDESS.

BECOME
THE SPIRIT
OF A PLUM
TREE LIKE

THIS...

TSUKIKAGE-

UH? AH,
SENSEI!

Q

...TO BE ABLE
TO PLAY THE
SPIRIT OF A
PLUM TREE AS
BEAUTIFUL AS
THIS ONE!

SEEMS
LIKE A
DREAM

s\"’& IS 4




While I'm filled

o with fension at the What kind
." thought of the of persor{w
=" challenge the Crim- T are you!
. Son Goddess is! axetted 10

become the

spirit of a

plum tree!

\§\\ . ']viyllrlllél\\\\\
Sy The Crimson
~ How can you be so Goddess;) The
- happy?! It almost Ih part that
- . s e lost 3
5 seems like this is a masterpiece! was desired
— game for you! by so many
= actresses!
=~ \
4// \\
\\\\ el 1‘\\\\\\

A
2 If | look at
When | com- you | start
pare wmyself fo fee! self
1o you | notice CONSCIOUS.
how futile my

efforts are.

NOW I SHALL
TELL YOU A
BIT OF THE

CRIMSON
GODDESS'
STORY.

e
B s

7

i

Why..7!

TR\




HE WONDERED
HOW HE COULD
MAKE A STATUE
IN WHICH THE
SPIRIT OF THE
GODDESS
WOULD LIVE.

...THE EMPEROR
ORDERED A
SCULPTOR THAT
SPECIALISED IN
SACRED IMAGES
TO MAKE THE
STATUE OF A
GODDESS TO
PLEAD TO HER
FOR PEACE.

THE SCULP-
TOR SET ON
HIS WAY TO
FIND THAT

BY CUTTING IT AND
SCULPTING ITS
WOOD IT WOULD

SURELY RESULT IN
A GREAT STATUE

WHICH WOULD BEAR

THE GODDESS'

CERTAIN PLACE.

A
LONG
TIME

WHEN THE A69
COUNTRY
WAS TORN

APART BY
WAR...

THE SCULPTOR

MADE SEVERAL

ATTEMPTS BUT

NONE SATISFIED
HIM.

(=
s e».

ON HIs waAY

BACK, HE
HEARD SOME

RUMOURS
ABOUT...

...A SACRED,

MILLENARY

PLUM TREE

THAT COULD BE
FOUND IN A

2"— V7 S
AP




IT WAS THE
CRIMSON
GODDESS, THE
MILLENARY
SPIRIT OF THE
PLUM TREE...

PSR T AY

THEN HE
MET WITH A
YOUNG

\ A ) |
J N/
4&’ =A\\

...50 THAT
YOU'LL BE
ABLE TO
UNDERSTAND
HER AND EX-
PRESS YOUR-
SELVES...

...AS THIS CHAR-
ACTER AND THUS
ACT IN THE PLAY.

STARTING
FROM NOW
I SHALL
TEACH You
SOMETHING
ABOUT THE
CRIMSON
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sals held by
Tsukikage
sensel..have







&
My hips ard /—\@9/
right leg are N How...how
aching! My much longer

arws feel X muﬂsf wi
heavy and my _  continve fo
body is stiff! = hold this
pose..!

——

A true plum




NN

Maya..!
She looks so
natural!
She is able fo
stand still and
not even get N
fired!

THAT'S
ENOUGH!

That’s how
she gives the |
impression
of a free..!

\%
ON THE IT HAS
OTHER HAND, BROUGHT

KITAJIMA-KUN FORWARD AYUMI-SAN'S

HAS CHOSEN AN T:E;;Rgg' POSE WAS

+BUT WHIcH, ~ EXTREMELY A HUMAN BEAUTIFLL

WITH THE SyLe Low BEING BUT HARD
PASSING OF ORDINARY ’ TO MAINTAIN

TIME, MADE HER ~ POSE- FOR LONG.

BEAR MORE
RESEMBLANCE
TO A TREE...

A RESULT
TRANSMITTED
THE FEELING OF
BEING ONE.

<A



W/

F Maya
- Kitajima
isreally -
frightening! "N

Ayumi-san
isgreatas =
~ expected!

With the passing time my |
plum tree has brought for-
ward the fraaility of a
huwan being while on the
contrary Maya seewmed

even more like a free...




AND WHERE

| DOES THE RAN
AND DEW COME

FROM, MAYA?

WELL, FROM
THE WATER
VAPOUR THAT
COOLS IN THE
ATMOSPHERE.

DOES THE
WATER
GET IN THE |4

IT IS AB-
SORBED FROM
THE RAIN AND
DEW THAT
FALLS ON THE
GROUND.

WHAT IS AT
THE BASE
OF A TREE,

AYUMI-SAN?

AND HOW IS THE
TREE ABLE TO EX-
TRACT THE NUTRI-
ENTS FROM THE
GROLIND, MAYA?

I SHALL
NOW ASK
YOU SOME
QUESTIONS.

AND WHAT
ELSE DO THE
PLANTS NEED

TO GROW?
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WIND, FIRE, —————
EARTH AND ).
WATER? o 16
g ‘-'*. ] \

)

o

77\/7 [ 7
e | N WL/ You HAvE TO
‘ THINK HOW TO
b\ [ EXPRESS THE

MOVEMENT OF
THE WIND.

AFTER YOU
LUNDERSTAND
TSR I, you'LL
[{[[TH  sHow ITTO  f
ME.

M
= LA 1!‘



T
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‘ BYE
HAVE A | PRESIDENT.

T CAN HARDLY
WAIT TO COME
AND GET THEM

CAN SEE THEIR

OF
COURSE,

A
r’mﬁ\-ﬂf\\,_ =

v
l

BACK SO 1

PROGRESS IN

THEIR CRIMSON

f
60017555/’

TSUKIKAGE-SAN.



DO YOU THINK

THAT SUCH A

’ TRIVIAL THING

CAN HOLD Me
BACK?!

you
THIS MORNING YOU } SHOULDN'T
WANTED TO COME FORCE
OUT AGAINST THE YOURSELF,
DOCTOR'S OPINION TO MADAME.
gur  GREET THE GIRLS... there p

PLEASE
BE MORE
CAREFLL
NOT TO

YOU WERE IN
THE TOWN
HOSPITAL...

YESTERDAY {_ i

PART OF THE
CRIMSON
GODDESS...
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Unil I've % )

\\ — —
S — =SS frained the girls ——=———
e —— for the part of - i“‘\“

the Crimson \**%
Goddess! ;\§\\§§
\
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express the




The tip of
the finger
gets dry...

The wind is
blowing from
the wountain...
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,A’r’s 80

" loud...the”

d of the——

=

Soun



N

' /) The wind

/" Mthat
ugrushes

my face...
ft

AoA
/

The wind
that passes
through my

fingers...

The wind is =
_ pushing me, =
blowing

against my ~

Where does it
come from,
where does it




" The clouds
moving
rapidly

by...

The power
of the
wind...

) What is the
/ wind..7 The wind that causes
To portray a swall swirl af my
the wind... How does i feet and pushes the
come into This clouds in the sky...
world...7

W]
i

|l f

| v""l'{‘ i ‘\ A

=
/‘% " The essence_
4&/2”/2 of the wind...- - ~ e —
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{;)/ EVEN IF IT WAS
| FOR A MOMENT
| IT SEEMED TO

= HAVE THE

~ B smenemior
\ A TYPHOON!

There wmust
—— beawayto
———  express the
wind’s form...

' Lo

N Y

The wind’s
form...

I don’t
understand!
You can’t see it
nor touch it...

The colour of the
wind, the voice of the
wind, the movement
of the wind...

But it
definitely
exists.




WHAT A

IAM BEAUTIFUL

SURE I'VE
SEEN HER
SOMEWHERE



Veviosd TR A

\
S
MAYA
-SAN!
Ir's
BURNING!
BLRNING!




YOU'VE BOILED
THE RICE AS

san is so good




\ (exacruye;

IT WAS
MAYA WHO
COOKED
THIS FISH,

NICE WAY TO
CHOP THE
VEGETABLES.

5

>N DID You

PREPARE

YOU HAVE m{;sﬂoe

AGREAT  DISH,
STYLE.

: SAN?

I SEE, AN |
EXPERT. |

TLL ERM HASN'T M-
" IMPROVE PROVED AT
IN THE ALL.

\\‘

e K YOUR COOK- |

| ING sTVLE

She is good
at everything
she does...

But | thought
that Ayuwi-san
had never cooked

in her life...



