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Take this superb book for just£1
|plus p.& p.*] asyour introduction
to the On the Road book club.
\Whatever your special interest —
whether you're a dedicated
one-marque man, budding
mechanic or auto-modeller ...
maybe into racing, rallying or
restoration — Onthe Road book
club will give you the kind of
reading you most enjoy! This isthe
book club that caters for ALL road
transport enthusiasts. If it has
wheelsand an engine and travels
on the highway or race track, we'll
offer you books about it! Buses,
trucks, bikes — and, most of all,
cars, of every shape, size and type.

Quite simply, On the Road book
club brings you the finest of today's
motoring books. And that's notall,
because asa member you'll save at
least 25% — sometimes as much as

YOURS
FOR ONLY

% By distinguished motor-
ing writers David Hodges,
Doug Nye and Nigel
Roebuck. # BIG format:
10%2"x 13%". 224 pages.

% Ilustrated throughout
with the highest-quality
pictures in black-and-white
and beautiful colour.

most exclting and glamorous sport in the
world. From the 63 mph of the very first GP
motor race to the 200 mph of the -
Indianapolis Speedway; from the playboy
drivers of the Edwardian era tothe

hardened professionals of today, and from | -

Grand Prix hedemie \.‘

aseries of isolated races in Western Europe
to a multi-milllen-pound champlonship
spanning three continents — here isthe
whole fascinating story!

cH
e

50% — onthe publishers’ prices of
the books you buy.

And you'll receive a free
magazine at approximately
three-monthly intervals to help you
decide what books you want from
the club’s terrific programme —
hundreds each year, including
many on other subjects to interest
all the family. All we ask Is that you
take at least one book each quarter
during your membership. Could
there be a better way to buy the

book each quarter
during your membi

Your only commitment l
is to buy at least ane I

ship. The minimum
length of membership

I To: Onthe Road,

I Swindon X, SN99 9XX.

Please accept my application and enrol me asa member
of On the Road and send me the book featured here for
only £1, plus 95p towardspost and packing*. If | am not
l completely satisfied, | may returnthe book within 10 days
my membership will be cancelled and | will owe nothing.
I Asamember | agree to buy at least one book each
quarter. lunderstand that the minimum length of
membershipis one year (4 quarters). fafter thistime |
wish tocancel, | may da so by giving one month's notice in
writing. All books are described inthe free club magazine,
Onthe Road', and are offered for at least 25% less than
the published prices (plus postage and packing). | am over
V 18 years of age

er- =)

is one year f
books you want? (4 quarters) \@ Mr/Mrs/Mi
- BLOCK LETTE!
Startnow — fill in ...and your assurance RS
the coupon and of good service. Address

send it back to
us. Butsend no
money until
you've examined
this remarkable
book in your own
home for ten days.

any.causa for
complaint about
club's goods or
services, youare
invited towrite to

Swindon X, SN99 9XX.

Boak Club Associates,
Swindon X; SN399XX,

Should you ever have

the I

I - - Postcode
Membership limited to one per household
Overseas send for details

SEND NO MONEY NOW

GP 301




Whagever your interest, a Canon camera will enable you to rake
thekind o_f pictures you've always wanted. -

Th.lS year C_anun will again be the Official Camera for
madny major sporting events, providing photographic services
an su&;%:t éqmpment for the World’s Press,

ith Canon you can rest assured -
) just follow th
action and capture those perfect pictures with ease, :

Official camera of the
British Grand Prix,
Motorcycle Grand Prix

and the RAC Tourist Trophy,

Canon (UK
Brent

OLtd., Camera Diyic
Trading Centre, 15:»;2 'E':'i‘““n,
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LE MANS 24 HOURS - ENTRY DETAILS
RECEIVED BY MAY 31
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VIC RETURNS

Twelve years ago, the Nurburgring
1000 kilometers was won by Vic
Eiford and Gerard Larrousse. The
two drivers were out of a similar
mould. Both were as adept on a
special stage as they wereon acir-
cuit. Indeed, while Larrousse went
an to drive in Formula Two, the
English driverdrove in Grands Prix.
When, in the mid-seventies, Elford
became team manager of the Ren-
deau effort towin Le Mans with

Inaiteras, it seemed that his driving

careerwas over, A number of pro-
jects followed the Inaltera appoint-
ment and Vic even did the odd
marathon-type rally.

Butat Nurburgring, 1983, here was
the former three limes winner,
dressed in overalls again, leaning
against the pit wall. “'l've decided
to make a comeback," he explai-
ned. “I'mhoping to do all the races
from now on. | told Porsche | wan-
ledtorace again, and Jurgen Barth
put me in touch with Hans-
Christian Jurgensen. It's probably
agood Idea to drive a BMW M1 (o
get back into the swing of things.
Howaever, | hope to drive a 956 in the
near future. and I'm hoping to do
Le Mans in a Rondeau which |s
rather ironic."!

Vic had last driven at the ‘Ring in
1972, buthis return, 11 years later,
was rather brief. After gearbox trou-
bleinunofficial practice, and then
a_broken gearbox in the first ses-
sion, the engine dropped avalve in
the second session, and as his
team had no spare unit, the BMW
M1 had to be scratched.

GROUPC FOR SALE

Have you noticed the litlle logos
that accompany each of the evegnls
in the World Endurance cham-
pionship? They incorporate the
rjateu?lhaevemandlocalion the
host eountry's national flag, the lat-
tering ‘83 World Endurance Gham.

ip,andthe FISAbadge. We
Fa“;knesc'i‘ %rcup C co-ordinator
Jochen Neerpasch whal this was
all about. Afterall, FISA don'teven
do this for FormulaOne, sowhy the
World Endurance series? He
explained to us that it was part of
FISA’s way of selling ll_werchal"n-
pinnshipluasponsor,Tms isquite
a breakthrough for FISA, for they
have been loathe to accept spon-
sorship, but Neerpasch, whoison
the organising committee of lhe
series, explained that it is FISA's
way of helping the competitor. “We
want to get asponsor who will put
in money that we can pass on
directly to the competitor. That
way, the sponsar will also getabet-
ter championship as we hope that
the increased prize manﬁy will
attract more competitors.
The scheme, it seems, has been
well received. Neerpasch is hope-
ful that after Le Mans, a sponsor
will be signed up for next year.

CHEETAH
RETURNS

Chuck Graemiger's latest Cheelah
recently made its debut inthe unli-
kely setting of the Lausanne Grand
Prix for old.cars. This latest Group
G car, constructed at Heini Mader's
workshops at Gland on the shores
of Lake Geneva in Switzerland, is
tomakeits racingdebut at Le Mans
in the hands of Loris Kessel, the
Swiss driver, and partners yel to be
decided.

Graemigerin anold hand at sports
carracing, having builtelevencars
in the period from 1974 to 1980,
after which he worked forboth the
Shadow F1 and the Maurer F2
teams. The new car has an alumi-
nium honeycomb monocoque,
magnesium bulkheads, aGRP and
kevlar 3 piece body and wishbone
suspension at the front, and roc-
kers at the rear. It has been finan-
ced by aconsortium of Swiss busi-
nessmen and will be powered by
one of Mader's Cosworth DFL engi-
nes. [t will run on Dunlop tyres.

MEN FOR THE
LANCIAS

Although they have yel ig
announce specific pairings, Lancia
have announced their drwa:rs for
the Le Mans 24 hourrace. Missing
from the line-up is Riccardc

Patrese who isn't at all keen on
taking part, while the late Rolf
Stommelen was also intended as
a team member.

The list of drivers, however, does
include a wealth of talent from
various formulae. Michele Alboreto
and Piercarlo Ghinzani are
amongst the regular Lanciadrivers,
as is Teo Fabi who will be taking
part, fresh from setting the fastest
time ever around the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway. Lancia's other
three drivers are more ‘occasional.’
They include Hans Heyerwhoused
to drive a Lanciain the World cham-
pionship and German Rennsport-
meisterschaft but who has driven
both the Boss and New Man Pors-
ches in this year's World Endu-
rance championship.

From Formula Two come Beppe
Gabbiani and Alessandro Nannini.
Gabbiani has won four F2 races so
far this year and has driven in the
Lancia team before, but Nannini
who drives a Minardi in F2drove a
Lancia once at Mugello last year,
although he has raliied a Lancia
Stratos.

GPI AT LE MANS

We were so pleased and excited by
our involvment with the Silverstone
1000 kilometer race that we've
decided to extend our involvment

to include the classic Le Mans 24
hours, although it will be on a
slightly different basis to Silvers-
tone but still with the help of the
Kremer brothers, Erwin and Man-
fred, from Cologne.

The German team will be entering
two cars in the Le Mans classic:
— the first will be the long tailed
956 which our men, Jones and

ourcolours, which was due to take
place at Zolder on June 2, two days
after this issued closed for press.
So sadly, we have been unable to
carry apicture of what is sure to be
a spectacular car from the Kre-
mers, but of course, it will be fully
pictured in our special Le Mans
issue which is due to appear just
afew days after the chequered flag

Schuppan drove at Silverstone but
will be shared at Le Mans by the
Andretti family, father Mario and
son Michael, plus Formula Twodri-

— the second car is a brand new
CK5, developed from the CKS5
which the Kremer brothers sold to
Ricard Cleare at the beginning of
the season. Former Formula Two
driver Frank Jelinski has been tes-
ting the new car over the last few

Thislatter carcarries the hopes of
the Kremerbrothers because it has
abigger engine than the 956s, yet
is also economical. It attracted our
attention too, and it is this car
which will carry our colours at Le
Mans. But we've also managed to
retain the services of our rapid
columnist, Alan Jones, for his Le
Mans debut, while ex-FormulaOne
driver, Patrick Gaillard, will also be
ng strength, backing up
Kremer's regular driver, Jelinski.
Theinkonthe contract was still wet
when we went to press, so we mis-
sed the first outing of the CK5 in

INTEREST?

Interest in Junior Group C is cur-
rently limited, but wedo hearof an
interesting new team taking shape
in England. It's been common
knowledge for some timethat Lola
have been building a Mazda-
engined Group C car. Now, we hear
thatitis likely to be athree carteam
which will take part in next year's
World Endurance Championship
with support from and using B. F.
Goodrich tyres. That, at least, will

INCEST:GOOD RACING

Jean-Marie Balestre and FISA are very much hoping
that this year it will be a success. Now in its second
he revamped World Endurance championship
notthe great success it mightbe in the future,
is certainly no bore, even if, once again, the
title will almost certainly go to Porsche.
When FISA introduced the Group 5 ‘Silhouette’
championship, some said that FISA had succumbed
to the wishes of the German firm whose 935s went
on to win races throughout the world, almost unop-
posed. Butitwould be wrong to accuse FISA of being
manipulated in the chosing of the Group C regula-
tions. The formula has opened up endurance racing
to a wide variety of manufacturers. Unfortunately,
some of them have fallen by the wayside for reasons
unrelated to the champi hip. Rond , forexam-
ple, have suffered financial troubles which have pre-
vented them from doing more than Le Mans. Lola and
March have, temporarily we hope, taken a back seat,
while Ford provided the major shock by pulling out
of the series altogether right at the last minute. A
variety of problems have temporarily held up the
Ferrari-engined Lancia project, which has seen
Porsches take full advantage of only Stuttgart-
originating opposition to win the first three races.
AtMonza, Silverstone and the Nurburgring, the Ger-
man constructor reaped maximum points, but spec-
tators did have an incestuous, one-make battle to
keep them interested, as private teams using Pors-
chestried hard to beat the works Porsche team, and
the factory tried hard to maintain its image as being
the best team in endurance racing.
But this incestuous form of racing isn’t entirely
without its advantages. Some of the closest racing
is to be found in one-make championships, such as
Formula Ford, where only the driver’s talent swings
the balance, providing, of course (rather optimisti-
cally) that everyone has the same means available
to them. But that is why this year’s championship
holds considerable interest, even if it is dominated
by Porsche. On the one hand, there are drivers of the
stature of Jacky lckx, Jochen Mass, Derek Bell and
Bob Wollek, while on the other, the young lions such
as Stefan Johansson and Stefan Bellof are trying to
prove thatthese kings of endurance racing are really
pastit. And added to this confrontation, there is ano-
ther: the entry of two World Champions to the fray:
Alan Jones at Silverstone, Keke Rosberg at Nurbur-
gring. After the first three races, and on the eve of
Le Mans, one can honestly say that these events
have been lively and exciting, the gaps between
competitors close and the result in question to the
end.
It has often been said that two cars are enough to
make a race. We would go so far as to say that a
bunch of Porsche 956s also makes a race. But
should anyone think that we are losing heart in the
championship, we would confirm that we think it will
succeed, and we are right behind it. And should
anyone doubtthat, they only have to look at Silvers-
tone where we sponsored the race, and provided a
top car with top drivers. Spending money for no rea-
son and extending our efforts without gain has never
been our strong point, so it is clear that we are sin-
cere in our aims,

Didier Braillon




JULY 11 1943 - APRIL 24 1983

He died a long way from home. Born in Germany, Rolf Stomme-
len died under a clear blue Californian sky. It was at Riverside,
during the fifth round of IMSA’s Camel GT championship, that
the rear wing of the John Fitzpatrick Racing Porsche 935 which
he was sharing with Derek Bell, parted company with the car
in the long lefthander before the pits. The car thumped into a
retaining barrier, rolled a number of times, and caught fire. The
driver died of a cardiac arrest. He had been one of the fastest
sports car drivers of his era, mainly in Porsches, despite a brief
spell with Alfa Romeo.

He became along distance specialist, but had also driven in For-
mula Two and |ater tried to make a name for himself in Formula
One, but his machinery was never competitive. He took part in
53 Grands Prix between 1970 and 1978 in such cars as Brabham,
Surtees, Eifelland-March, Lola, Hesketh and Arrows, but he only
scored 14 World Championship points.

A mild mannered man, he might even be called shy and certainly
reserved, but few people knew of his sharp sense of humour
and his lively character among friends. As a driver, he was one
of a line of German drivers who have proved that they have little
fear but plenty of raw talent; the style that Manfred Winkelhock
is demonstrating these days. He may have been conscious of
the dangers of motor racing, but at Le Mans in 1969, he made
history. That year, Porsche turned up with their incredible 917
Sport, fitted with a flat 12, 4500cc engine developing 650 bhp.
In order to get the thing to stay on the ground and handle, the
factory engineers had adapted an idea first used on the three
litre 908s. This comprised linking the rear suspensions to a little
flap at either end of the rear wing.

When there was too much load on the outside rear wheel, the
flap would give a little |ift, while balancing the download would
be the other flap which would incline to give downforce on the
interior rear wheel.

However, because the Formula One boys had gone over the top
with phenomenal wings at front and rear of the cars, which had
then detached themselves causing considerable accidents, the

April 24 1983,
Riverside. In the
long left before
the pits, Rolf
Stommelen’s
Porsche 935 left
the track, thrown
off balance by
losing its rear
wing. It thumped
into a barrier,
rolled a number of
times, and caught
fire. In the
accident, Rolf lost
his life. (photos:
R. Leffingwell).

CSl (the FISA of those days) had decided to ban all moveable
wings. This had been a sudden decision, implemented on the
second day of practice for the Monaco GP. The Le Mans orga-
nisers took up the rule for the 24 hour race a few weeks later,
much to the annoyance of Porsche who screamed blue murder:
without their moveable flaps, the 917s would be undriveable. To
prove the fact, Rolf Stommelen was sent back out onto the track
with his flaps blocked, after he'd set pole position. It was an
incredible sight. Rolf struggled with the ungainly monster, trying
to keep it on the road, adding a certain amount of his own talent
to the spectacle even though it was an utter pig to drive. The
Le Mans organisers, however, were convinced. If these things
had their flaps, immobilised, there could well be a nasty acci-
dent. The 917s were freed of restriction; only the 908s would
have to have their flaps fixed in position.

This episode epitomised Rolf Stommelen’s career. He was fear-
less yet modest and was finally victim of an extraordinary coin-
cidence. It should have been Jochen Mass who drove Fitz's
Moby Dick at Riverside, but Jochen wanted to see his family
in South Africa, so Rolf Stommelen had replaced him...

The 917 which
Rolf Stommelen
tamed, here at Le
Mans in 1969
while Rolf was
trying to set pole
position. It is
fitted with the
moveable flaps at
either end of the
rear wing.
(photo: DPPI)




It hasn’t been the best start to the season for Lancia. Problems
with tyres, later with the engine and at Nurburging with dif-
ferentials have made for an unhappy start to the year. But
Cesare Fiorio, the omnipresent Lancia competitions mana-
ger, is optimistic for the future. When the second half of the
season gets under way at Spa in September, he expects to
be giving the Porsches a good run for their money.

urburgring was a pretty

unpleasant place to be. Stee

ped in history it may be, the

ultimate challenge for any

racing driver possibly, but the
sort of place you'd chose to go sunba-
thing: never! The wind swept in straight
from Belgium, bringing cold rain with it,
chilling body and bone. Not the sort of
place ahot-blooded Latin choses to race
But Cesare Fiorio had to be there, even if
he was due to jet straight to Greece the
evening after the race to run the works
Lancia Rallyes in the Acropolis Rally.
From one World Championship to ano-
ther; from a competitions programme still
very much in its infancy and suffering
more than its fair share of teething trou
bles, toone which was ticking over nicely,
reaping valuable wins here and there. It
wasn't surprising that he was looking for-
ward to picking up his Acropolis suitcase
and leaving behind his Nurburgring case,
if only because one was full of cold wea-
ther gear, more suited to the Monte Carlo

by Bob Constanduros

rally, while the other was somewhat ligh-
ter, full of scantier, sun-orientated
clothing

For the last three years, few competitions
managers can have been as busy as Fio-
rio. While the Lancia Rallyes have been
developed, the racing side first of all built
up the Lancia Beta Monte Carlo turbos for
Group 5 racing, then the Lancia Martini
LC1s for Group 6 last year, and finally the
LC2s forthis year's Group C World Endu-
rance series. Despite the relative youth of
the first two models, they brought Lancia
wins during the season. Meanwhile, Pors-
che were developing their new 956 against
which Lancia found themselves last year
with their Group 6 car.

Butwith the outlawing of Group 6, Lancia
had to decide whether they were staying
in the championship, and the first set-
back for the team was that decision was
made relatively late in the year. It meant
that Lancia were scarcely able to test at
all priortothe first race at Monza. “Wedid
—m

One might have hoped for
better from the Lancia team.
Even though the cars were
relatively new, a squad of top
class drivers and a powerful
Ferrari engine might well have
seen them challenging the
works Porsches but for their
teething troubles. Now we
shall have to wait a few months
before they’re on top form.
(photos: B. Asset)




about 300 kilometers | i
Eano." i 7S in the wet at Fjo-
onsequently, the Martini-
Lancr_as were virtually brandsnpew?;gg
practice began at Monza. Within an hoy
of official practice, both cars had lim clr
down the back straight with rear tyregeln
shreds. Although it never happened agai
in practice, the same thing happene?i in
‘t:'% race._tshoxetging was obviously ve:'g
ng wi e Pirelli
\Ava’s L irelli tyres that the car
At first, the Pirelli men thou
ti_ae tyre pressures. “We pugf%?g;:};v =
rig, found out the loads and downfo:, :
and founc[ that they ran betterat 2 bar mce
;af;':rp?:g'rlrl:lh had been used at Manz.:n“
/ 500 iti ;
ﬂigel Woilhéimrf]pem'an tyre spokesman
nfortunately, the figures thal
usingdidn't really carresponfﬂsg?ﬂ:e\-‘\l,rare
figures, but Pirelli and Lanciawent tesﬂue
at Paul Ricard, doing back to back te '}g
with Dunlop and Pirelli. “The .EJurr.‘oS -
exploded after three laps, and the meff‘s
iftertr ve orsix laps," continued Wollhej =
‘Something was obviously very wrong as
we went to Manza to do some mor'e%'e .
ting and coated the tyres with ,'vellos-
paint. When we found some of this on mw
bodywork, we realised what was hap, ;
ning. The tyres were growing- the conye.
tional Dunlops fasterthan the radial Pire)
lis - and shredding themselves on tﬁe-
bodywork. Sowe cured that by cutting the
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tyres, back to zar o1

@ ¥
tyres ,amggfonapume,

mic/weight lem,
did noq SnLr9UIes that

to work to produce some new tyres, ant
While they were ready for the Nurburgrind
';"{,E wanted to test them first. Wehave i
them on a rig at 360 kph for 48 hours bl
rue have a rig in Germany where we 6"
m” them at 400 kph for 48 hours.”

o eft Fiorio in an embarrassing positio”
dgﬁ*él had refused to give him tyres: 50

7 Cided to go shopping for Dunlops-

e:f quite happy with the way the carwas
ﬁl?] grmiqg on Dunlops,”" he said &t tg}e
de;. urgring, “but the car was orfg"’am}f
hey 9ned fora radial tyre with 1015 O C7L,
Vi ith the Dunlops, we're usind 2%

5o Wi s e

e right solution.” :
gﬁ:’h“e‘h& tyre situation should b2
le utbefore Le Mans, Lanciahave!g
in wé‘h the Ferrari engines that are =
Blek - Car. “At Sjlverstone, we hé’_ﬂ'ap I
in 1o theengine because there 1% atis
nothe,S3ting of the cylinder head .,
overh V1Y Serious, but theengine® i
eating, all the water is 16akI"% .y,
We could break engines. Fort! 3_:[3,5
sttcaf:’en t broken one yet as d”mm.

- offbeforehand, but it s 2Pl
Won' s ortunately it's a probletl, gl
ane be resolyeq until July whe? "

So a0, Casting.” ine
Tor L 12101a prepare the Ferrari &/ 7yt
terof NS, it is, as Fiorio says: fagly
althoy hosing ang hoping. " INtereS . hes

emari \hey are called Ferrari end o2

only built the first three- -

have built the other four from akit of parts
supplied by Ferrari.
But although Fiorio is not optimistic for
these reasons about Le Mans, he is loo-
king forward to the second half of the sea-
son, once he knows that his heads are
right and his Pirellityres are capableoflas-
ting the distance. An experienced driver
in a rival team at Nurburgring took one
look at the Lancias and commented:
“that's a real racing car. The 956 drivers
only say how nice they are to drive
because they're betterand easier to drive
than the 935..."
His drivers are happy with the cars, but
Fiorio has more than hearsay and compli-
ments to go on. “The car showed that it
could lead a race at Monza, while at Sil-
verstone, it showed that its fuel consump-
tion is good. We stopped three laps later
than the last Porsche at Silverstone, so |
think we'll be good when we're ready."
But as Fiorio was preparing himselftoslip
away from the chill wind of Nurburgring,
anew problem reared its head in the Lan-
cia pit. First to suffer was the brand new
LC2 bought by the Mirabellateam. The dif-
ferential broke. And even as the works
team was struggling with a recalcitrant
starter, the Martini-sponsored team suf-
fered the same set-back and was
sidelined.
But even if Fiorio hasn't enjoyed his Group
G racing so far this year, technically spea-
king he has enjoyed th: challenge of

GroupC. "I don'tknow if the public really
realises that here are cars that are faster
than Formula One cars, weigh 800 kilos,
which is around 250 kilos more than a For-
mula One, and have a fuel consumption
that is 25 percent less. | find that very inte-
resting, these machines are incredibly
efficient. The technology in Group C
racing is really very advanced."
His only moan about the championshipis
the calendar. ““No one came to the Nurbur-
gring. There are 50 Group C cars at Le
Mans in two weeks time, and 11 at Nurbur-
gring. | broughtonly one carinstead of two
or even three, and some people haven't
come at all. Why should they when the big
race of the year is so close? So it's a
shame for the organiser who has a good
race and faithful fans but no cars. It's the
same as last year. Even Porsche didn't
come last year. It's the only fault with the
championship. If they could push this race
to halfway through July, it would be great.
They'd get everyone from Le Mans as
well."”
Just forthe moment, Fiorio is grabbing as
much glory as he can get. “Qualifying
doesn 't mean alot, but we like to be there,
as much because we may not finish, soit's
good to be there at the start.” To this end,
Fiorio tweaked the Lancia's boost pres-
sure at Nurburgring for the first time.
“Michele had gone out on race tyres, with
full tanks and done a 6m 40s. He said the
car felt good, so then we put an the quali-

In addition to problems
usually associated with a new
racing car have been tyre
troubles. Low pressure, fyres
rubling on the bodywork,
overheating due to the turbo
engine were all reasons given
for these failures, but now it
seems the problems have been
resolved, happily before Le
Mans.

{photo: B. Asset)

fiers and turned up the boost. It was the
first time that we'd done it - it can only be
done by engineers, not by the driver. So
Michele went out, did one slow lap and
then began the quick one. Down into Hat-
zenbach, he came across the Sehcarand
couldn't get by, so he slowed down and
conserved his tyres for the next flying lap.
Only this time it was raining all round the
circuit! That was the first time that we had
put the boost up..."

The immediate future looks uncertain, the
distant future looks better for Lancia. Fur-
thermore, Fiorio reckons that his team will
do the three European Drivers Cham-
pionship races at Imola, Mugello and
Brands Hatch, which will lend much nee-
ded kudos tothat series. He's looking for-
ward to getting his car running well, so
that he can sell more cars. “We've sold
one carto the Mirabella team and we lent
them Piercarlo Ghinzani fora race to make
sure they got the right set-up. But if some-
body wants another car, we shall sell them
one. | think people are just waiting to see
how we go.”

Fiorio is waiting as well. While Le Mans
is not his favourite race, and his chances
look slim there this year, everything
should come good during the two month
gapbefore Spa. “We'llcome, "he mused.
“We'll be there; fairly soon." So there is
light at the end of Lancia’s tunnel, and it
doesn't consist solely of the sun shinin
on Lancia’s rally team... a
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taly in April: thankfully amore hos-
pitableplacethanatthe Grand Prix
in September. The stuffy Milan
smog hadn't yet gathered over
Monza. Sweaters and overcoats
were still being worn, it was still reaso-
nablycoolandovercastwhen the paddock
began to fill forthe firstround of the 1983
World Endurance championship.
Thisfirstroundwouldalsobethefirstrun
onlyiorcarseligibieunderihelalestF!SA
rules. Strictlyspeaking, thismeantGroup
C,JuniorGroupCand GroupB.Therewas
a worrying prospect: would there be
enoughentriestoholdthecrowd’s atten-
1ionthroughout1000kilcmeters,173laps?
Incasetheanswershould be No,theorga-
nisersdecidedto runaGroup 6 race over
14 laps withintheWorld Enduranceevent.
Those who wished to carry on and do the
1000kilometerscoulddoso. Intheevent,
only the Martino Finotto/Carlo Facetti
Carmadid so,andthisis acarabouttobe
converted to Junior Group Canyway.
In fact the organisers had little reason to
worry. The entry forthis first round of the
serieswasalittlethinwith 19eligiblecars

takingpartin practice, butgenerallythose
carslookedstrong. The12carsin GroupC
were easily divided into eight Porsches
and four Lancias. Of the latter, two were
the Ferrari-engined models which had
doneonlygookmsofiesting,iwothirdsot
itintherain. Piercario Ghinzani/Teo Fabi
and Riccardo Patrese/Michele Alboreto
werethedrivers of the Martini-sponsored
cars. The other two Lancias were last
year's Group 6 cars modified to Group c
regulations by Dall'Ara and Bellasi, and
run by the Novara-based Sivamateam for
Duilio Truffo/Roby Sigala(standingin for
brother Massimo)and Luigi Moreschi/loe
Castellano.

Of the Porsches, all but one were 956s.
There were two Rothmans works cars for
Jacky Ickx/Jochen Mass and Derek Bell/Al
Holbert (standing in for Stefan Bellof).
Thesewere lighter(worth asecond alap,
said some), with different nose-sections
givingmoredownforceand electroniciuel
injection.

Most powerful of the privateers was Rein-
hold J&st'stwo carteam;the Marlboro car
driven by Bob Wollek/Thierry Boutsen

(sland‘lnginforStefan.Johansson)andthe
New Man clothing sponsored version for
Rolf Stommelen/Hans Heyer/Clemens
Schickentanz. John Fitzpatrick and David
Hobbs shared Fitz's J. David-sponsored
version, while Tiff Needellwasalate addi-
tion to the Richard Lloyd-run Canon model
driven by LloydandJan Lammers. Finally,
Jurgen Lassig, nursing a broken wrist,
broughthis Boss-supported956whichhe
would drive with ex-SuperVee champion
Axel Plankenhorn and Jurgen Barth.

The only non-956 was the Kremer CK5
which Englishman Richard Cleare had
bought from the Kremer brothers who
were on hand to look afterit. Cleare, who
drove a 934 last year, shared the driving
with usual teammate Tony Dron and Mar-
gieSmith-Hasswhohad broughtfinancial
support.

Althoughallthecustomer956s were basi-
cally similar, there were twodifferent tail
sections available. The high downforce
versionwas fitted to the works cars, Fitz-
patrick's and the Marlboroversion, while
theothersusedthe lowerdownforcewing.

—_—
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Riccardo Patress flat out, Plercarlo Ghinzani behind the wheel: both LanciaLC2
drivers were sidelined by tyre failures. Works Porsche driver Derek Bell brought
along his son Justin, Al Holbert came all the way from the USA, but they were

dby a fuel mi: Having already raced Gp C cars from Nimrod-
Aston Martin and March-Chevrolet, Tiff Needsll was having an outing in Richard
Lioyd’s 956. Like the others, he had to thread his way around several mobile chi-
canes like this not very rapid Porsche 911T. (photos: B. Asset and DPPI)
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Starting from pole
position on the
grid, the
Ghinzani/Fabi
Lancia LC2
threatened to
keep the Porsche
drivers on their
toes. Tyre
problems decided
that it should not
be so.

(photo: B. Asset)

Ghn;zanlﬂ-'abl,
ckx/M.
Wollek/Boutsen,
Stom, Bell/Holbert, .
melen/Heyer-
Al ;:"Mckcn tanz,
It reto/Patrese,
Zpatrick/Hobbs,
"'"""r'l"llloydl
@

u':'ﬂlPlank::;g:

N nine might
foy Locars Jookey
E Position jn the
Stchicane after
the start.
(photo: DPPI}

A lone Group C entry
shape ofthe Maz
England. Bui
by the Mann
Blackburn whi
experience. Blackb
driving with Ro
member D

40in 196¢
73d 1g Ferraris, and again in a
in 1976 with Jochen Mass.
twoninaPorsche908in 1978
whileJurgen Lassigand Edgar Doeren had
wonin 1981 in yrsche 935 K3.
sions on Saturday
reflected what would later come in the
race. Firstly, that the new Lancias were
quick, buthad drastic tyre problems. After
half an hourofthe first session, the two
Martinicars came cruisingdowntheback
straight within five minutes ofoneanother
with their left rear tyres in shreds. The
construction of the tyre was blamed.
But the cars were guick, as testified by
Ghinzani's pole position,and Wollekwas
guicker than the works. The other Pors-
chesturnedouttobereliablealthoughthe
Canon version needed a new fuel tank.
Bothex-works Lancias weretoonewtobe
competitive while the Kremer Porsche
provided the biggest drama of practice
when an exhaust valve broke, and sheets
of flame burst from the back of the caron
its way to the pits. Fortunately, fire
damagewasminimal,andathreelitre 935
enginereplacedthedamaged?2.8version
and although only Dron had practised, the
othertwo drivers were allowed to race.
By Grand Prix standards, thecrowd forthe
173 lap race was modest, but it made life
much easier for everyone
Ghinzaniledintothe firstcorner,and the
first fivelaps, butthenanotherleftreartyre
burst as the car passed the pits. As Ghin-
zaniturnedintothe second partof thefirst
chicane, thecarshedthedamaged rubber,
butGhinzanihadtodoawholelaponthree
lyres,Whenrhecarlma\lyrejomed.ltonly
did a few laps before Fabi retired it. The
cooling system had been badly damaged
and the engine had suffered in conse-
quence
Ghinzani's retirementhadleftagaggle of
Porschesinthelead:Ickx fromBellclosely
followed by Wollek with Stommelen not
very far behind. Then came Lammers
before agap to the second works Lancia
and another gap to the Boss 956 and the
Kremer CK5. Fitzpatrick had gone missing
earlyonwhen aplug lead had to be repla-
ced, and then he had been pushed off the
trackbyoneoftheGroup6cars.Oncehe'd
beenwinchedoutofthesand,hewasable
toget goingagain, buthelostalotoftime
Meanwhile, the battle at the front was
intense. Within 15 laps, Wollek had over-
taken Bell and moved up to second, now
challenginglckxforthelead. Furtherback
Patreseled Lammersand Dronhadputthe
CK5ahead of the Boss 956
Bythe20thlap,theleaderswerecatching
backmarkers again, and this was when
Wollek lost his second place to Bell, who
then moved ahead of Ickx too. But on 28
laps, bothworkscars headed for the pits,
leavingWollektodoanotherlap. Herewas
the first chink in the works Porsche
armour. Ty
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Returning to
racing after three
years away, the §
big German Axel
Plankenhorn was
co-driving at the
invitation of
Jurgen Lissig.
Their Porsche
carries the
pinstripe colours
of the *‘racers’
tailor’’, Hugo Boss
of Metzingen near
Stuttgart.
(photo: B. Asset)

It was thanks
(indirectly) to the
Spirit-Honda F1
B team that
elgium’s Thierry
Boutsen was
sharing the
Winning Porsche
“:':;I Bob Wollek.
e same da
Stefan Johanss:r:'
(Reinhold J5st’s
original choice of
Co-driver) was at
Brands Hatch,
9iving the Anglo-
- :’”HGIO car its
‘::;f é: the Race
ampions-
(photo: B, Asset)

Interestingly, the first pit stops left the
lckx/Mass car in the lead from the New
Man Porsche, the Marlboro 956 and then
the second Rothmanscar. Lassig’s Pors-
che was fifth from the surviving Lancia.
Needell took over from Lammers and
promptly hadawheel falloff. Hemanaged
logettheca'back10thepﬁ5w|thourioc
muchdrama,butlostfourandahalf minu-
tes,sodroppedtothebackoftheGroupGC
entry apart from Fitzpatrick’s 956.
Within afew laps ofthe second hour, Bout-
sen had taken the Jost Porsche up to
second place behind Mass, but was
obviously drawing in the leading works
car. Holbert, meanwhile, was catching
Schickentanzin the New Man 856 and, at
41 laps, swept into third place. Shortly
before, the Kremer CK5 had dropped out
with an oil leak, and one of the older Lan-
cias three-wheeled into the pits and
retirement.

Boutsenstill hadn'tcaught Masswhenthe
leading caragain pitted firstafter56 laps.
Mass stayedin thedriving seat while Wol-
lek took overfrom Boutsen alap later. By
now, the Porsche team knew that they
would have totakeiteasytoconservefuel.

Wollek was soon eating up the gap bet-
ween himself and Mass. The two men in
blue and white helmets were locked in a
battlethatoneknewhemustloseandthe
otherwas confidentofwinning. Yetat pre-
ciselythe momentwhenWollekwasabout
topounce, Patresehad apuncture andthe
back straight was littered with bodywork
debris. However, within acouple of laps,
Wollek took the lead and drew away: if
Mass was to finish, he must just sitthere
andwatchthe Frenchmandisappear.His
lap times were drastically increased in
ordertoconserve fuelsoastodoasmany
laps as possible on atankful.
Bytheendofthethirdhour,105!ap5,Wo\-
lek had a 14.8s lead on Mass while the
second works car was over a minute
behind. The New Man Porsche wasovera
lap further behind. The surviving works
Lanciawasdownin12th positionafterits
puncture which also damaged the
exhaust,andlostthe car28minuteswhile
repairs were being made.

In the final two hours, the Marlboro 956
simply pulled away to win. There was
nothingtheworks drivers coulddoifthey

weren't torunoutofiue
wasthwartedinthefou

broughtthes i
aseized wh

sandwiching the
hequered flag. Las-
e

sig’s ed machine took
was an exciting tussle for fifth place.

David Hobbshadcomeinearlyduring his
stintdue toexhaustion and handed overto
Fitzwhowas infifth place butwas now low.

on fuel because of the early stop. Lam-
mers, in the Canon-sponsored 956, wasn't
farbehind, and the team had erred on the
sideofcautionwithregardtotheirfuel,so
wereinaperfect position totakefifth place
from Fitz's J. David car. But while the
Canon team's timekeeperrecognised that
Fitzwasn’tfarin front, Porsche's compu-
ter put the car ahead. It wasn't until the
dying laps that the team realised that the
Porschecomputerwas wrong,andinspite
of Lammers trying his utmost, he failed to

wrest fifth place by 2.2s.
With the Rothmans team’s absence, the
podium was aJést team benefit. Indeed,
the race was aPorsche benefitwith seven
9565 in the first seven places. Lanciahad
posted their challenge, but expected to
react quickly to the tyre problems.
The day after the Monzarace, Pirelli took
their race tyres to a simulated test rig
wheretheyranthetyres underracecondi-
tions at one bar pressure. They lasted 12
minutesbeforeblisteringand puncturing.
Butnow.armed withtheinformationasto
how much load they had to deal with (car
and downfarce), they ran the tyres at two
bar pressure. Two days later, they swit-
ched off the test rig— the tyres were still
holdingtogether.Sosimplylackofavalla-
ble testing on Pirelli's products has cost
Lanciaarace.
No one had won Junior Group C, the
Mazda-Harrierretiring in the second hour
with rotor gear failuredue to high oil tem-
perature. In Group B, BMWs vanquished
the Porsches. Roundone was over; it sho-
wed lots of promise.

Bob Constanduros
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| | MONZA 1000KMS
PREVIOUS WINNERS
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1965: Mike

World Endurance Championship. round one
1966: M

Date: April 10, 1983

Distance: 173 laps of 3.605 mile circuit, 623 483 miles
Official event name: 1000 kms di Monza-Trofeo
Filippo Caracciola

Weather conditions: clouds, mainly overcast and col

Hobbs - F
fert - Briai

odrigue

Rilal BF;

Attendance: 15,000 spectators

5-Lancia Martini
Ghinzani - Fabi
1'35"86
1-Porsche 956
Ickx - Mass
1'36"'68
4-Lancia Martini

1'38"'84
12- Porsche 956

Schickentanz
1'39"'78
18- Porsche 956

Lassig
1'46"865
22-LancialG/1
15239
88-BMW M1

1'58'36

Blackburn - Baker
2'00"'49
83-Porsche 911
Kuhn-Weiss
Memminger
20757
84-Parsche 930
Colzani - Rebay
210770

Patrese - Alboreto

Stommelen - Heyer

Plankenhorn - Barth

Moreschi-Castellano

Doeren - Jurgensen

51-Mazda-Harrier

STARTING GRID

11- Porsche 956
Wollek - Boutsen
1°36"61
2-Porsche 956
Bell - Holbert
1'37"96

16.- Porsche 956
Fitzpatrick - Hobbs
13920

14 - Porsche 956
Lammers - Needell -
Lloyd

142"87

19- Porsche CK5
Dron - Cleare
Smith-Haas

147757

23- Lancia LG
Truffo - Sigala
15330

B2-BMW M1

Braun - Winther
159749
81-Porsche 911 turbo
Steckonigg - Schiller
206764
85-Porsche
Almeras-
Guillot

WORLD ENDURANI

POINTS (DRIVERS) . O™ AMPIOSHIP

1. Wollsk/Boutsen
3. Ickx/Mass 20
5. Stommelen/Heyer/Schicken 15""
8 Lassig/Plankenhomarty 12hs
1 | ke 10515
ers/Lioyd/N
il : e
18, Truffo/Sigala oo
20. Alboreto/Patrese 3 ‘7{3
22. Doren/Jurgensen 2 312
1pts

[ WORLD ENDURANCE CrammoRe——

POINTS (CONSTRUCTORs) ' SHIP

1. Porsche
2. Lancia

ALy

0 +=Agip SINT 2000

RESULTS

Porsche 956
Porsche 956
Porsche 956
Parsche 956
Porsche 956
Porsche 956
LanciaLC/1
Lancia LC/2
BMW M1

11, BMW M1

12. Porsche 911
13. Porsche 911
14. Porsche 911
15. Lancia LG/
16. Mazda - Harrier
17. Porsche GKS
18. Lancia LC/2
19. Porsche 930

OO O BLD S

Porsche 956 / Wollek - Boutsen, 173 1aps

Ickx - Mass

Stommelen - Heyer - Schic
Plankenhorn - Barth - Lassig

Fitzpatrick - Hobbs

Lammers - Needel! - Lioyd

Bell - Holbert
Truffo -Sigala
Patrese - Alboreto
Doeren - Jurgensen
Braun - Winther

Kuhn-Weiss - Memminger
Almeras - Biancone - Guillot

Steckonigg - Schiller
Moreschi - Casteliano
Blackburn - Baker

Dron - Cleare - Smith-Haas

Ghinzani - Fabi
Colzani - Rebay

623483 milesin5hrs 120679, 11
1 m 12.9's behind

|aps! retired
4 laps/ retired. acc

RACE LEADERS

Laps 110 8 Lancia LC/ 2(Ghinzani/Fabi)
9 to 21: Porsche 956 (Ickx/Mass)

22 to 23: Porsche 956 (Beil/Holbert)

24: Porsche 956 (Ickx/Mass)

25: Porsche 956 (Wollek/Boutsen)

26 to 80: Porsche 956 (Ickx/Mass)

81 to 173: Porsche 956 (Wollek/Boutsen)

FASTEST LAP

Fitzpatrick/Porsche 956. 1 4074 on 125th lap.
207.968kph: 129.225mph
GROUP C WINNER

Porsche 956/Wollek - Boutsen
GROUP C JUNIORWINNER

No finishers

GROUP B WINNER

BMW M1/D6ren - Jurgensen




BURNING
QUESTION

aas /7hat | don't understand 15
SEA VA V[ how Bob Woilek can keep
./ \_/ going so fast for so long
and not seem to worry aboul fuel.” Derek
Bell was speaking shortly after half dis-
tanceat Monza, reflecting the hot gossip
of the pitiane. How that Marlboro Porsche
956 could apparently go quite so fastjover-
taking works cars) lasting for two more
laps than the rest on 100 litres of fuel was
the matter that was puzziing everyone in
the pit lane ;
At the Rothmans pit, Norbert Singer
smiled bravely. The works?egf;! f—“a”ﬁg‘f"
lives on his wits during races. He d be
much better off team managing a spr 1
team. Sometimes thetensionot ma
the world's best long distance team &
comes so great that he can't even spea
Now, however, he appeared almo
reiaxved "“We have lost this one, bu Y
:r:ar: t lose again.” Was this :'ue:%
Ingcorrectly? Here was Sin mit:
tingdefeat. Did he know w:zsswag'-‘e“"aeu ost
't;:am'sadvanzage” i
walsquitesimnle.asev ryonewaslater
to discover, Many of lho:;yn'rc‘- lf:f‘ T'E
continued to maintain that J&st "Tc ha -
anaovantage.buuherewasais;e“" G’\E
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Jaegi.lokune simply, both Derek E.e‘b £
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denied, “you couldn’t fit 8 Mg
eﬂg’ne!omiscar,.'rphyswafl'y'sn W
ble. And there isn’t room to 9" i N
ting engine out to three litres ei;;fi.":
'I's not a three litre enginé bl
engineers even say thatit's f’"posmf:»’

Isewhere, comments ranged (i
Shafts to boost pressure t

there was noadvantage. 71" pe 5
had better engines r%an ours: ,,ng-’”.
afterthe race. - Whether they i g ber
enafﬂﬂsorwsrgs,imp[yusmgmareui\"’;
1d°"'rknow:'7newomscafﬁ“"e t !
0‘25 boost. ‘‘We were MM o0y
00, butthey were quicker %" o hd )
and onto the straights: N9 nyoré
Power advantage — they di o agg‘-.'»
seemﬂha!wehadafue‘a vmey“-c‘-

ggh"’y used more boost, 1h
€more fuel too."

A
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Gradually, argument that Jost had some
hidden advantage was eroded. Yel there
remained a theory that there was some-
thing a little different in the engine
Somewhere, a fuel advantage or even
handling had beenimproved upon Singer
would admit thatthe works electronic fuel
injection system still needed more work
and development, but theworks cars were
running on Denloc wheels to which the
car's Dunlop tyres were screwed, giving
instant response on turn in, and less
flexing of the tyres'sidewalls. How then,
with these apparent advantages, had the
works cars beenknockedoff the frontrow
by Bob Wollek during practice? It didn't
marry up, yet Singer, with that knowing
smile, had saidthat they wouldn’tbe bea-
ten again!
So Marlboro had beaten Rothmans, and
young Belgian, Thierry Boutsen, had bea-

ten old Belgian, Jacky Ickx Poor Thierry
was satisfied with hisday's work, but ac-
knowledged that this was just a one-off
drive. He was only standing in for former
teammate Stefan Johanssanwhowasdri-
ving the Spirit-Honda at Brands Hatch,a
drive towhich Thierry had hadjustasmuch
righl.lnstead.herehewaswmning inSte-
fan's car. All he had left this seasonwas a
worksRondeaudriveat Le Manswith Pes-
carolo. How had the 956 compared with
the Rondeau he drove in Spa and Japan
last yaar?"Nn‘gnrandday,"replied Thierry
simply.And whatabout beatingJacky?"/
haven't spoken to him," said the Belgian
aftertherace. Indeed,Jacky had wandered
up towards the padium afterthe cheque-
red flag, had come acrossaflockof auto-
graph hunters, signed acouple of books
and gave up trying to get on the podium,
sauntering back to the pits.

But it puzzled Thierry, "'It's strange, you
know. When | won in Spa last yearin F2,

thare were no flowers, no cups, nothing

because at that time he was the big chief
at Spa. Now, here | am first and he is
second, andhedoesn 'tevenspeaktome.

Idon'tknow why."

The reigningWorld Endurance champion
wasn't pleased. He complained of ““poor
fuel pick-upwhich wasn'tas good as last
year.” So too did Jochen Mass, but this
complaimwasnewstoSinger.Asfarashe
was concerned, they had lost because of
those early stops. It wouldn't happen
again. It was his job to make sure that it

didn't.

Bob Constanduros
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At Monza, opening round
of the Endurance
championship, no fewer
than seven of Porsche’s
magnificent 956 models
turned up to race, iwo
from the factory and five

from private entrants. In
spite of the painfully
high price, the 956 has
sold like hot cakes
during the winter among
privateers keen fo
reproduce last year’s
factory results.

The happy owners have
taken advantage of the
956’'s clean lines to add
their own colours and
design to the voracious
Stuttgart monster. If
someone staged a
concours d’elegance fo
settle the question of
which was the most
attractive, it would be a
tough choice between
the décor chosen by
entrants Reinhold Jast,
John Fitzpatrick,
Richard Lloyd and
Jurgen Lissig, not to
mention the works
Rothmans cars. For
model racing car fans,
the 1983 season looks
like being a vintage one
as they haul out their
tape measures. They’ll
be sizing up a wealth of
paintwork which has not
been seen in sports car
racing for years...
(photos: B. Asset)
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To follow up last year's
Successes with their
lightweight Group 6
open two-seaters —
which were not allowed
to score points in the
Group C constructor's
champianshlp — the
Lancia Martini team has
now designed a ‘‘fy]
house’’ Group ¢ car to
compete against the
might of Stuttgart
Powered by a 2.B-mre-
twin-turbo Ferrarj
engine (purpose-built in
Maraneslio), the new
Lancia-Martinj Lc2
design has some
worthwhile assets: jt |s
compact, light and
slippery. With 600
horsepower and 820
kilos, Lancia racing boss
Cesare Fiorio was
confident that his new
cars would be near the
front of the grid, capabje
at least of matching the
swarm of private and
works Porsche 9565
Plercario Ghinzanj am}
Teo Fabi duly Proved
him correct with 5
searing pole position,

=
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high speeds,
f rubber were
und like wads
hewing gum.
s forced to
» & water hose
pped from its
, while the other
(seen with its turbo
doing a flame-out)
managed to
survive to the finish in
the hands of F1 men
Alboreto and Patrese,
albeit 22 laps adrift.
The most infuriating
part of the story was
revealed the following
day, when Pirelli
engineers admitted that
they had miscalculated
the required pressure
for the tyres: with a bit
meore air, they would
have behaved perfectly.
The result of the 1000
Kms would therefore
have been much less
certain, and it seems
likely that there would
have been an Italian
element in what was to
be a Teutonic
walkover...
(photos B. Asset)
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ound 2 of the World endurance
Championship, the Silverstone
1,000 kms, sponsored this year
by Grand Prix International, was

L blessed with a much more
impressive entry than there had been for the
Monza 1,000 kms. In previous years the race
has been a six hour event, and since 1977 it
has been recognised as the final run-up to
Le Mans. There will, of course, be one more
race (the Nirburgring 1,000 kms) before the
French classic, but for many entrants the Ger-
man round is too close to Le Mans to risk an
entry there.

There had been seven Porsche 956s at
Monza, and there were two more at Silvers-
tone. The brothers Erwin and Manfred Kre-
mer from Cologne had taken delivery of their
new 956, fitted (with Le Mans in mind) with
the “long tail" bodywork which is probably two
or three seconds a lap slower at Silverstone
than the “short tail” version with its high wing.
Freshly painted in GPI's red and white colours,
the car had been entrusted to Alan Jones
(everyone's favourite columnist) and his fellow
Australian Vern Schuppan. Alan got the taste
for long distance racing last year, during his

Australian “retirement,” while Vern (who had
been one of the four Rothmans-Porsche
“musketeers” last year) has been racing this
year in Japan, where he recently won a race
at Suzuka, teamed with Naohiro Fujita in the
956 of the Nova Engineering Co.

The other new 956 (also a “long tail”) belongs
to American driver/entrant Preston Henn,
complete with ten gallon hat, whose doings
and misdoings were fully reported in the last
“Endurance” edition of GPI. For Silverstone
Preston heroically took over the role of num-
ber 1 driver in his team, and with the help of
Newsweek magazine was able to reach an
agreement with British drivers Guy Edwards
and Rupert Keegan to try the car during the
Saturday qualifying sessions.

There were only a few changes in the crews
that had been seen in the seven 956s at
Monza. Stefan Bellof took over from Al Hol-
bert alongside Bell in the second works car;
Stefan Johansson was paired with Bob Wol-
lek in the Marlboro-sponsored Jost entry
which had won at Monza, replacing Thierry
Boutsen; and Boutsen himself had found a
place in the Canon-sponsored 956 which is

run, from a workshop at Silverstone, by Bri-
tish driver/entrant Rchard Lioyd.
Opposition for the nine German monsters
came from last year's Kremer Porsche CK5
(now in the hands of British privateer Richard
Cleare and his regular co-driver, magazine edi-
tor Tony Dron) plus of course the four turbo-
charged Lancias — two Ferrari-engined LC2s
from the factory and two LC1s from SIVAMA
Racing — which had been at Monza. There
was to have been a third LC2, entered priva-
tely for Giorgio Francia by the Scuderia Mira-
bella, but it wasn't ready in time.
Other entries which didn't materialise were the
Cosworth-engined GRID S1 which had raced
at Miami and Sebring, for Skeeter McKitte-
rick/Emilio de Villota, and the Peer Racing
Ford C100 for Iishmen Martin Birrane/David
Kennedy, which was not sufficiently recove-
red from the damage inflicted upon it in the
first “Thundersports” race at Brands Hatch
over Easter.
Worthy replacements, however, were two all-
British cars using Tickford-developed Aston
Martin V8 engines. Viscount Downe's car is
basically last year's Nimrod chassis, lightened
and elegantly rebodied with the help of Ray
= o ol
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Guy Edwards

The engine of Preston Henn’s Porsche 956 blew up while co-driver f
ys for

was at the wheel; Stefan Johansson takes a breather; Michele Albore topra

reliable tyres and engines; the Sauber-Cosworth driven by Hans Stuck presses

on before its gearbox broke; and the elegant EMKA Aston Martin shows its under-

tsldo during practice. Meanwhile, your friends from GPl learn to love cuddly Aus-
ralian marsupials...

(photos: First Line, B. Asset and DPPI)

It stopped raining
before the start,
but the track was
still soaking wet.
Taking the
decision to
compromise (he
chose
intermediate
tyres), Alan Jones
was able to pull
through and take
the lead for a few
laps. (photo:

B. Asset)

With Alboreto

s already safely
rough Becketts
on the first lap,
lon Ghinzani leads
X, Bell, Wollek,
.':tz"‘"rlck, Heyer
d Jones, side by
side. Soon the
Lancias were to
Start their swan-
Song... (photo:

nooil

Mallock afte

wind tunnel wi
downforce

110 kilos lighter th
Aston Martin ¢

ns) and low weight,
0 kilo limit set for

to the 53-itre
include shortening (by 3
), and the use of
sium castings for the sump and other
ed the height and weight (by 40
pounds) of the block. Power output is 580 bhp
at 7,000 rpm and the engine is expected to
be even more suitable for Group C next year,
when stricter economy will be required. The
car wasn't particularly quick at Silverstone,
being so new, but its immaculate preparation
and professional appearance suggest that it
could be a car to follow in future.
The same may eventually be true of the BMW-
engined SHS coupe promised by Brun
Motorsport of Germany, but for the time being
the team was having to make do with last
year's Sauber SHSCS, still with its 3.9-litre
Cosworth-Ford DFL engine, with Hans Stuck
as one of the drivers.
Finally, there were two important newcomers
in the Group C Junior category. The Mazda
717C is a semi-works car all the way from
Japan, complete with noisy rotary engine,
while the shapely Giannini-Alba with its one-
off four cylinder turbo engine is entered by
CARMA (Carlo Facetli and Martino Finoito).
Friday's unofficial practising, under cloudy
skies, produced fastest time from the Bell/Bel-
lof 956, with 1m 16.86s. But most of the atten-
tion in the pits was focussed on the two works
Lancias of Ghinzani/Fabi and Albo-
reto/Patrese. As at Monza, the V8 Ferrari-
engined coupes were in trouble with their
tyres, which were inclined to explode spec-
tacularly after only a handful of high speed
laps. A rueful Pirelli spokesman explained
what was happening. “One of our problems
at Monza was definitely under-inflation,” he
said, “and we also know that the LC2 needed
to be altered to suit our latest range of wide
tyres, because there's a tendency for the inner
sidewall to rub against the carbon-fibre body-
work. Both these difficulties have been sor-
ted but, but when Lancia did some back-to-
back tests with Duniop tyres we discovered
that there’s still something serously wrong.
Our tyres lasted for seven laps before they
blew up again, while the Dunlops were only
good for three laps before they exploded!”
The cause of the problem, it now seems, is
the close proximity to the tyres of the turbo-
charger units, which run at a temperature of
more than 800 degrees C. For Silverstone,
however, it was obvious that nothing could be
done to cure it...
As the Pirelli man explained, ‘a racing tyre
usually reaches its maximum operating tem-
perature within two laps. On the Lancias,
however, it continue to rise lap by lap until
eventually the tyre explodes.” The cars,
obviously, will have to be extensively modified.
For the time being, however, the team was
having to make do with extra heat shields to
protect the tyres. L
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An excellent 7th
place gave
Viscount Downe’s 2

bodywork
designed by co.
driver Ray
Mallock, and other
changes by the
Richard Williams
team, it's
appreciably
lighter than it was
in 1982 trim,
(photo: B. Asset)
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Looking as unha,
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PRy and as long-suffering as his Lancia team mates is Piercarlo
cond Jést-Porsche seen in an artistically fuzzy shot; the all-new

Giannini-Alba which won the Grou
LC1and Jurgen Lissig’,
little regard for the
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Upsetting all
HPeclations, their
tyres held out. It
was serious
Dverheating in the
engine
Compartments
which finished the %
two Lancia Lc2s:

. ey stopped
SM_ITuIl‘aneously for
Mvestigations in

Still at the wheel, g
before finally I
"etiring. (photo: |
B. Asset) ™
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:'::1:1 Williams and Alan Jones look unconcerned as they pose in frontof the Kre-

Skt anagement; Hans Heyer qualifies the Belgian Porsche 936J; Stefan Bellof

e a::;"’" to begin his final, victorious stint while one of the Martin brothers offers

o dn_f::‘" ;:.u':f?:les‘g’: Mandelli; at the same time Harald Grohs, Jurgen Lassig's
Sk a; e unexpected excursion of th

(photos: B. Asset, First Line and beer nof the unfortunate Jochen Mass...

The regular ‘mﬁ‘:‘
of Richard LIV
Pors®

With Lancia seriously handicapped, and the-
refore without any chance of winning, it was
the performances of the different Porsche
956s which provided the interest when offi-
cial qualifying began on Saturday morning.
With the track still wet from an ovemight soak-
ing, times weren't enormously spectacular,
and when the skies opened again after 60
minutes of the 90 minute session it was John
Fitzpatrick's 1m 17.62s lap in the J David spon-
sored 956 which headed the official list in
front of Ghinzani, Mass, Patrese and Wollek.
The final session didn't start until late in the
afternoon, by which time the track was dry
despite threatening clouds overhead. The
Lancia engineers were stil playing about with
bits of heat shield and Ghinzani was trying to
use Dunlop tyres without anyone noticing for
another back-to-back comparison. Meanwhile
the Jost/Malboro 956 was being used to
embarrass the works Rothmans twosome.
Wollek held “pole” for a long time with 1m
15.42s, but suddenly lckx slipped in a 1m
1530s, so it looked as though someone might
shave off a few tenths and perhaps take pole
withialow “15," or possibly a “14." There were
incredulous looks all round, therefore, when
newcomer Bellof's name appeared on the
limekeeping sheets next to a time of 1m
13.15s, delighting the works team and putting
glum looks on all the privateer’s faces.
‘Must be a qualifying engine, specially for Bel-
lof,” grumbled the Jost crew, who were get-

ting ready to send out Johansson on soft rub-
ber There was no question of him being able
even to approach Bellof's time, but at least
he could make sure that the Marlboro car
started from the front row. With a splendid
1m 15.10s the skinny Swede had something
to smile about.

With two Porsches behind him, Alan Jones
on the sixth row of the grid had hardly been
disgraced in his first endurance race. His
achievement was all more remarkable when
one knows that the “long tail” body of the GPI
956 gives about 40 per cent less downforce
than was available to the drivers of the six
956s in front of him on the grid.

The start on Sunday was scheduled for mid-
day. A morning shower had soaked the track,
which was still damp for the start. All the lea-
ding runners chose to start on slicks, with
three exceptions. The Lancias settled for
wets, while the GPI entry was fitted with “inter-
mediate” grooved slick Goodyears. Thus, pro-
vided it didn't suddenly rain, the pattern for
the first half hour was programmed before the
race had even begun: the Lancias would
quickly go ahead, only to be reeled in by Jones
as the track dried out. The Australian wouldn’t
stay in front for long, though, as a pack of
Porsches caught him thanks to their slicks.
With the threatened rain deciding to fall in ano-
ther county, that in fact is exactly what hap-
pened. On the first lap Alboreto was leading

Ghinzani, Mass, Bell, Wollek, Fitzpatrick,
Jones, Duez and Larrauri (both an wets), then
Heyer, Lammers, Stuck, Mallock and Planken-
horn, etc. By lap 13 the Lancias' race was
effectively over and Jones went into the lead,
where he stayed until the end of lap 18.
By the time the first pit stops started the sun
was trying to corme out and the race was
beginning to take shape. The serious racing,
though, did not involve the works Lancias now
that everyone was switching to the same type
of tyre. The ltalian cars were in serious ove-
rheating trouble which was causing the entire
cooling system to pressurise. Ironically, their
tyres (now protected from the heat of the tur-
bochargers) were in excellent shape in the
cool conditions and it was the engines which
were giving trouble.
This enabled the race to develop into a splen-
did one-make scrap, albeit without Henn and
Heyer, both of whom were early casualties
with engine failure. Nor was it long before the
contest became, in effect, a three-horse affair:
the two “official” Porsches of Ickx/Mass and
Bell/Bellof against the Jost entry of Wol-
lek/Johansson, the latter despite some inex-
plicable handling problems. Also dropping
back were the Kremer/GP| entry, handicap-
ped by its long tail, and the “Canon” car, which
refused to engage third gear. Fitzpatrick, too,
had started the first of an endless series of
pit stops which failed to make any impression
on a major fuel injection fault.
_—
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The colours of the winner's helmel are almos! the same a5 GPI's; 2 nice example
of that living legend in cars, the E-type Jaguar; Rothmans 'firs! candie in the 1883
Endurance season; the Editor studies the booty won by Derek Bell ané Stefan Bel
1o1; Truffo's off.road excursion in one of the Lancis LC15: andlel's not forge! Josi—
3een signalling to hiz second P56 [sponsored by “New Man' | which broke ifs
engine—ar the BMW M1 which won the Group C class

{photos: DPPI, First Line and B. Asset

Once again
Reinhold J&st
proved to be an
unwanted
headache for the
works Porsches.
Brilliantly driven
by Bob Wollek and
Stefan Johansson,
who had some
serious handling
pProblems to cope
with, his 956
finished a mere 35
seconds behind
the winning S8
factory car. X
(photo: First Line) s
i

v&w

ot
. The
couple of

> turned
re only a2 mat
k/Johans.
the gap
n they
ps for
1o the pits
3 18.5 seconds,
thought that this
ose famous "Sil-
1 the local commen-
not, alas, to be so,

sering on full tanks. There
1at Johansson could do
them
is.
was

remarkable suc-
«ing his debut with the fac-
aps behind the two duel-
en/Lammers, with Las-
Nankenhom/Grohs and Jones/Schuppan
adrift. Well behind the five 956s were
Jron in the CKS and Mallock/Salmon
\ the Nimrod Aston. The latter crew had
fallen prey to that other familiar Silverstone
hazard, having hit a hare which did enough
damage to their fronl bodywork section to
ause a long stop. Historically-minded readers
yer that it was a Silverstone hare
whic nce prevented the late Jean Behra
from winning a race there for BRM. Time may
change but the hares continue to run in the
British Midlands

Didier Braillon
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SILVERSTONE 1’000 K> BESULE i s, 1,000.22 km) in 5hr 2m 42.93s (avge 123.2 mph,
1. Porsche 956/Bell-Bellof covered 212 laps (621.58 miles, 1.
198.3 km/h)
i i 35.12s behind
World Endurance Championship, round two T Wollek Jogan[;soﬂ ol Iap;
Date: 8 May 1983, ; 5. A e 956 Lammers-Boutsen . o
Official race title: Grand Prix ]nzamanonalﬁm""‘ o Lassig-Plankenhorn-Grahs = oo
Distance: 212 |aps of 2.9:mile (4.7 km) circuit. 2 pmfch; 956 Jones-Schuppan 197 Iaps
Weather: Cloudy with scattered showers. Ej PO r;chc»KerB" CKS Cleare-Dron 184 laps
Attendance: 30,000 spestators. 7. Aston Martin Nimrod Mallock-Salmon 180 laps
—_— I 8 F;rache 956 F\rzpavnék‘H‘atbhs 172 laps
-Alb Finotto-Facetti 169 laps
13 gﬁ”ﬂliAl ¥ Winther-MercerBraun ng‘ags
g Jurgensen-Déren-Mande 167 laps
SEAREMQ S il net-Lola Wilds-Duret-Harrower w5 tagsu&!\red‘ suspension
KA Ofatihe Al Masdal e lere
13. Aston Martin .sm'[h—ovey 159 Ia|
8-Porsche 956 2-Porsche 956 14. Porsche 811 Cooper Smil Hitor 129 [aps
Wollek-Johansson Bell-Bellof 15, Porache 830 Memminger-Kuhn-Wei 148 Iaps )
115710 113”15 16. Porsche 911 Schiller-Steckkonig 114 lapsiretired, accc‘ldeﬂ
- + . Kx-Mass tapsiretired, accident
! 17. Porsche 956 Ickx o 98 lapsiretire : o
4-Lancia LCi2 1-Porsche 956 C Castellano-Trulfo 94 |apsiretired. head gasket
Alboreto-Patrese Ickx-Mass HANGAR STRAIGHT 18, La”‘::‘: E[((_:;: Sigala-Larrauri 77 lapsiretired, transmission
1'16"03 115”30 18' E;':ané:che 9364 Martin-Martin- Duez 74 lapslretired, overheating
ia LCI2 20. Porsc LC2 Albareto-Patrese 74 lapsiretired, engine
11-Porsche 956 S-Lancia LC/2 21. Lancia 5 Schickentanz-Merl-Heyer 54 |apsiretired, engine
Fitzpatrick-Hobbs ialiyeriant e Henn-Edwards 54 lapsiretired, overheating
11762 117''43 23. Eorscc;icg Ghinzani-Fabi 32 lapsiretired, loose wheel
18-Porsche 956 12-Porsche 956 gg ME;zd‘a = Terada-Lovett 32 lapsiretired, gearbox
Lassig-Plankenhorn-Grohs Schickentanz-Merl-Heyer 26. Ford Sauber SHSCB Stuck-Brun i landons 7 lapslretired, engine
118713 11801 57 Porsche 911 Alméras-Guillof
21-Porsche 956 14-Porsche 956 ;
Jones-Schuppan Lammers-Boulsen-Lioyd Eid n%t ségQ,Smith,Haas-Ga".
18" 18" arsche 5 m
;:‘:i 7: Sauber SHSCH ;:i 2 e 956 Mo e
-Ford Sauber -Porsche
Stuck-Brun Henn-Edwards-Keegan
121”88 1'20"59

S1-Lancia LG/ 42-Porsche Kremer CK5

Slgala-Larrauri Cleare-Dron
1'22"'26 12213

15-Porsche 936 38-Aston Martin Nimrod
Martin-Martin-Duez Mallock-Salmon

12396 2270

52-Lancia LG/ 41-Aston Martin Emka Cga
Caslellano-Truffo O'Rourke-Allam-Needegll
125"22 1'24"'45

60-Mazda 717G

62-Giannini Alba
Terada.Lovett Finotto-Facetti
1129"22 1'26"47
89-BMW M1 S55-Ford De Cadenet Lo|
Winther-Mercer-Braun b7
113617

wilda~Duret-Harmwer
1'28"52
92-Porsche 930

Memmingerrkuhn-Weiss ?ﬁrzrnv:emjﬁren-Manﬁem
140”29 1'36"60

98-Porsche 911 93-Porsche a1
?&?\I-g%-smwkdmg ﬁggggg%‘fth-mey

g1-Pnhr5'_c€he 930 95-Porsche 911
mith, Haas-Gall Alméras.Gyjliof.
T 1‘;;."?65 Guillot Biancane

g?-:dazga Harrier
aker-D. Palmer.g
1'43"95 FBlackbym

DRIVERS)
WORLD ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP (
Fastest lap: Patrese/Lancia LG2,

in 1m 18.39s, avge 134.6 mph. %?%;‘;Tih
: Porsche 956/Bell- f ’
g::ﬂg gﬁf.larfizr class: Glannini-Alba/Finotto-Facetti

35 pts
1, Wollek = B
Group B class: BMW M1/Winther-Mercer-Braun g SSHEE” 20 pts
4 Bellof-Lassig-Plankenhorn igts
7. Lakmr;\ﬂers Johansson 12 gts
8. Ickx-Mass-
~Schickentanz 11 pts
11. Stammelen-Heyer-Scl
L " LAP LEADERS 11 Stomnaen.ves 10513
h - ohs-Barth
: JAlboreto-Patrese 16, Grohs-Barf e
e e LA, 8 T S o o
3 i Ibar 7 I "
PREVIOUS WINNERS: pEx Lol Gaplbarale EACet 24’ Folbert:Mallock-Salmon e
t:ﬂ: 1537, Porscha S8k Mass TR e =
i Lap 38: Porsche 956/Bell-Bello Lol nsen-Winther-Mercer-Braun
1CQSTLB: John Fitzpatrick-Tom Walkinshaw/amw 350, La: 39 Lancga Lc%@;ggﬁgztﬁgs 33, Doren-Jurge
Laps 40-72: Porscl
1977: Jacky Ickx-dochen Mass/Porsche gas, : Porsche 956/Bell-Bellof MAKES
1978: Jacky Ickx-Jachen Massiporons 3577 R R NDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP ( )
1979: John Fitzpatrick-Bob Wollek t e 1o, o5k baTA oG 956/lckx-Mass WORLD E
G " Bk B0 Wl L e fE e salies © =
= ap 107: -Johanss
: - 4 Wollek
L8 hlain de Cadenst-Desits Witsonige Eimab R e e 1. Porsche e
1881: Harald Grohs-Waiter RohiiDi(er e t:ﬁ:;;zg:récne sscWalpilolianasen 2t AT 2pts
tein/Porsche 935 il Laps 149-182: Porsche 956/Bell- " Lan: 7
1882: chcardnF’alreseMicheieNborelulLanciaMa"m— L:g 183: Porsche %wwgttak-JOEane;?un 4 Giannini-Alba
NB: The above races were all of ajy Nours duratior Laps 183-212: Parsche 956/8ell-Be




EXTRA,ERIRZ

ALAN JONES
COLUMN

ou will not be surprised to hear
that the best part of the Grand

Prix International 1,000 kms at
Silverstone — both for me and for

everyone at GPl — was the couple of laps
at the beginning when | managed to put
the GPl-sponsored Kremer Porsche 956
intothe lead. The carwas at its best thanks
to the engineers from Goodyear Deutsch-
land, who gave us more co-operation at
Silverstone than | got from their Austra-
lian counterparts throughout 1982. Inthe
wet/dry conditions prevailing at the begin-
ning of the race the Goodyear grooved
slicks were just the right tyres to have. It
was certainly very satisfying to overtake
along distance expert like Jochen Mass
and then to make up a gap of more than
20seconds on Alboretoin thevery power-
ful Lancia-Ferrari to take the lead.

and start
i inser 1 £ cuit to

t lane on to 1N
E|now, you're oing 1

back straight..
meosre e FOS
book with every racing car. i details
comewi oS e
difference betw! : e
i o 0
W ¢ )i
mg?ﬂfnﬁ no Parsche racing car s G%I ;
vered with brakes orroll bars that ca:: x
adjusted by the driver from the cocl plh.
When you think of all the changes whic!
the weathercan throw at you inthe course
of asix hourrace, itseems crazy not‘to be
able to make the car faster and easier to
drive. Apparently the famous computer at
Stuttgart has informed the management
that racing drivers are too stupid to be
trusted with the mechanical adjustment
of their cars.

Asyouwill see from theresults, Vern and
I managed to finish fifth at Silverstone. It
would have been unrealistic, | think, to
have expected us o be competitive with
the works carin first place or the Jést car
which finished second, but | think we
could have finished a good third if we had
been given suitable equipment. For this
Iholq 1 s_upertrog" responsible. He's GPI's
Publishing Director, Michel-Alain Konig
Who set up the whole deal forme to race
with your favourite magazine, And
although Miche| was king, i
mekitted outin beautifyl

5:{:2;[ Ira, it|:"')§ as::our'for_amohent. the
available g ;:ﬂvaie%gl?a.;?];emly osons

long ailbody ftteg g g et faNts. The

o "‘ AMoforsports Magazine
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effective forL e urearis only req)
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I'm still learning a lot about o andoffers by Y ,gotmymakeup  Europe for i 2 A
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By supporting a Porsche
956 prepared by the
Kremer brothers for

Silverstone, Grand Prix
International has

s

The E‘ﬁ\'ﬁ@-\‘\C"‘tmm

.
‘o

become a sponsor at the
highest possible level,
Behind the wheel of the
German supercar we
had Alan Jones, a former
and current GPI
columnist who has
always had a distinctive
way with words..,

The car was a bit too
new, and its ““Le Mans"
type long taj| didn't

ana- Pk

\
AN TERTUAY VORM

Magazin®

Thé"flrlf Motorsports

es af the
y wet frack, we
to see Alan

[y, and our
ISS rew were

on the leader board
2 finish, in 5th

We’'re delighted with
this first step into racing
sponsorship, so we're
hoping to follow it up.
There’s nothing to report
yet, but after his
enthusiastic showing as
our driver, it’s on the
cards that we’ll be
offering another drive to
our man, the Australian
who delivers his
columns faster than
anyone else’s!

(Photos: B. Asset and
First Line)




Being obliged to USE no
more than 55 mre:f .
(12 Imp gallons) o um,e
and then cover the sa
distance (just ove;_

100 miles) as the big o
boys on a tankfu‘r.' tha s
the rather peculiar (an
difficult) challenge

which the rules throw

out te would-be
competitors in the
Group C Junior class.
Most of the established
constructors took one
look at the Junior
regulations and decided
that it was impossible,
or Uneconomic (or
Probably both), to make
cars. Thus it's peen left
!‘o the Japanese to step
n where others fear the
tread,

This tubby-looking little
Mazda 717¢ is the result
of some carefuyl
calculations at
Matdaspeed, the semj.

Works Competitio,
depart ns

MAZUA

ARY ENGINE

acea

g forced
at 32 laps,
y’d even had a
to discover if the
d lasted Iong__ .
10 ... ([photos: Firs
i.u;;.g; .ﬂize? and DPPI)
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NO REJECT!

Magazine art directors will in variably
discard a “‘sliced”’ photograph, At GPI,
however, we pride ourselves on being
photo purists when the circumstances
are right. You will understand, there.
fore, that when Bernard Asset Produ-
ced this remarkable chunk of Richard
Cleare’s Porsche-Kremer CK5 with its
tailin flames, we ditched ourarty prin.
ciples and decided to publish,..










lens to inflate a
apd an unususily rounded
or not, but that’s John Fitzpatrick’s
6. It didh't earn much glory in the
wus from using a photo
i eal that w




DARKNESS FALLS

AND A NEW STAR
RISES

The man who snatched the 82 G i | . { —C ¥ \ -
“Endurance” title at Brands Hatch TR . - =l

was Jacky Ickx, who amply . e \ - -
demonstrated his abilities at TS L \ i
Silverstone under a lowering sky v N

during untimed practice. But Ickx

was fated to not to be at the finish

this time, for his co-driver Jochen
Mass put the no 1 Porsche off the
road when he hit a puddie during a
sudden downpour. That left the road
clear for the second works Porsche,
and with Derek Bell as his ¢

o-driver jt
was the remarkable 25 year old from

Germany, Stefan Bellof, who pulled
success out of adversity for Porsche,
demonstrating an impressive mastery
of a difficult car...

[Photos: B. Asset)
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RINGMEISTER

His name goes hand in hand with the greater races in the
world: the classics. And the Nurburgring is one of those.
Soitis only right that the name of Jacky Ickx plus that of
Germany's most successful driver in recent years, Jochen
Mass, should be immortalised as the last winners on the
Nordschleife. Their names are in the record books. The
World Endurance champion showed his worth. The 'Ring
is dead, long live the 'Ring. (photos: David Winter and Ber-
nard Asset)




Ickx and Mass led
for only eight of
the 44 laps, but

they demonstrate
that the works

Porsche 9565 are
now superior to

the cusiomt':
versions: (Photo:
Peter Burn)
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hey've been saying it for a
while, but this time it seemed
true: this would be the last
Nurburgring 1000 kilometer
cult race to be held on the long cir-
M Indeed, already that long circuit had
ot 1 Shortened by two kilometers as the
all(o1S: control fower, south curve and
pletes Srandstands there had been com:
WBI: ﬁ, demolished. All that remained
Tubp), € old Conti tower rising out of the
its r? like some old memarial, and the
tang o oh i1S covered wooden grands-
by blac it Protected from the elements
ig K boarding. The rest was just ons
the siuu ple. History was being erased,
Of g 1 Wiped clean.
nen. Jrse, for some, that could nevernap-
Ring» v fans had been saying “Ja zum
Yes o (V€S to the 'Ring.) for some time.
tevey 'ey Wanted the Nurburgring in wha-
Gmgy O'M. Since 1964, the Nurburgring
e 18 been trying to build a new,
an Practlcal circuit. When the Gra_nd
Was Y8 to Hockenheim, the writing
[05py: (M€ wall: if the Nurburgring Was
Thig hawe‘ itwould have to update itself-
it ima[-re.adv happened once, in 1972
aining the 22.8 kilometer Gircuit

* asan internationally licensed circuit was

The alternative was to build ashor-
fi:t:’rStrl'g:ore practical track. A 6.6 kilometer
ciré:uil was designed. It was too expen-

ive. In two weeks, a4.5 kilometer circuit
i;s'moated. The plan was accepted in
January 1881. The first dig was made in
November1BE1, and now it is hoped that
the Grand Prix will be at the Nurburgring
during the first weekendof August, 1984.
The cost of the new circuit will be
80,000,000 peutschmarks, a-rounrii
226 005 000, but when t_he new, ecologi-

aII’ bia'sed Green polihcal party attemp-
Y dyto veto the plan, saying it was too
e tly and would destroyacrasof attrac-
o zuntryside, they found that they gai-
o o support in Koblenz nor in areas
b nrto the Eifel mouptains. The 'Ring
st own mystique. |tis part of the area,
e history, @ Way of life of its own.
art of NIOW | e last Nurburgring
on the old circt;‘it.tthe Iaﬁ;

ship event that wou

ha._[:‘c‘ﬂolgndrgarks as Flugplatz,
orst, Breidscheid, Karu;selll,
chen pflanzgarten an Scl wears
s Az A circuit of 71com
b”"?ﬁ h;;:apfxear from the international
wou S

e ok

calendar. One could still pay 11 Deutsch-

marks to drive around it, as 100,000 peo-

ple do every year, or even take part in one

of the National long distance saloon car

races every Sunday when there isn’t an

international event. Sometimes 140 tars

take part in these, and they will continue

next year.

But for the International brigade, this

would be the last time that they would

have to brave the often inclement weather

over the 20.8 kilometers of the Nurbur-

gring. We know of one journalist who only

goes to the Nurburgring each year, and

it usually snows when he’s there. Fortu-
nately, it didn’t do that this year, but it was

cold and often damp throughout the wee-

kend. The low cloud hung in the tree tops,
and the sun peeped through the clouds

only occasionally. Typical Nurburgring

weather; surely it's anly a story that one

year it was so hot that they were actually
selling water?

Sadly, few Group C teams took advantage
of the fact that this would be the last race.
There are some who might say, “good. |
never liked the place anyway. It's too hard
to learn, and the chances of a big accident
are too great.” Without doubt, this and

—_—
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Grohs was spectacular in BMW M1 N° 101, while Dunlop and Pirelli couldn't agree
who was supplying Lancia with tyres. World Champions don’t even have to buy
their own bockwurst. Below, the Sehcar and its BMW turbo engine looked nice...
while it lasted, and spectators had a lot to put up with. Stefan, Keke and Chico
were fascinated by Jochen Mass's soiar-powered briefcase, particularly those
from the land of the midnight sun, which doesn't actually provide a lot of power...
(Photos : DPPI, Peter Burn and David Winter}.

?‘;7 -

Ona damp track,
B Bellof leads
M alrese, Wollek,
aSs and the rest
at the firsy start,
Por. DUt Bellof's
Orsche ends up
Priapse o rad at
anzgarten, 20
laps late
(Photos Peter;
Burn apng IPA).

the proximity to Le Mans were worrying
factors which kept some teams away.
Furthermore, despite sponsorship from
the Bitburger brewery, there appeared to
be worries over start money, which kept
the Jost-run New Man-sponsored Pors-
che 956 back at the factory. So when offi-
cial practice got under way on Saturday
morning, there were just 12 Group Ccars,
plus ane spare Porsche 956 for the works
team. Making up the field were ten Group
B cars, supported by various Group Two
and Group One cars.
The Group C Porsche 956 entry compri-
sed the regular two for the works, plus the
regular version run by Reinhold Jost for
Stefan Johansson and Bob Wollek. Keke
Rosberg ultimately found aride with the
Canon Porsche 956, joining Jan Lammers
and Jonathan Palmer. His intented team-
mate in the New Man 956, Hans Heyer,
found aride in the Boss 956, joining Jur-
gen Lassig and Axel Plankenhorn which
meant that Thierry Boutsen was out ofa
drive. John Fitzpatrick's J. David 956 had
the usual pairing of Fitz himself and David
Hobbs. Hobbs, along with Vic Elford, was
one of the more senior citizens in the
field. but David hadn't raced at the ‘Ring
since 1969 when he drove a Gulf Mirage-
BRM with Mike Hailwood “when it ran out
of petrol while Mike was driving, much to
our relief.” His memories of the ‘Ring
were fllled with items such as “'sticking
the nose in the hedge when you were sli-
ding through Adenauer Forst,"and “Hat-
-enbach where Jimmy Clark wen t off the
edge in the Lotus 23 just before the Le
Mans fiasco."
Lancia brought just one LC2, but the Mar-
tini team ‘lent’ the Mirabella team Pier-
carlo Ghinzani to sort out the brand new
red LC2 which they had bought for Paulo
Barilla and Alfa test driver Giorgio Fran-
cia to drive. Massimo Sigala and Oscar
Larrauri were to drive the sole Sivama
Lancia LC1. Making its debut at Nurbur-
gring was the Schnitzer 3.5 BMW turbo
engined Sehcar designed by Seger and
Hoffman in Switzerland and built by John
Thompson in England. Not surprisingly,
this had the distinct look of last year's
sauber, if not more spectacular in its
lines. Rolf Gotz and Peter Kroeber ultima-
tely turned up wiht the BMW-engined
URD, while the only Junior C present was
the pretty Giannini-Alba for which Gior-
gio Stirano had designed pullrod suspen-
sion for the front and pushrod for the back
since Silverstone, so that even the Sil-
verstone engine remained in the car due
to lack of time in which to change it. The
only other item of interest was the inclu-
sionof Vic Elford, three times Nurgur-
gring 1000 kilometers winner, in the Hans-
Christian Jurgensen-owned BMW M1.
As the weather was both wet and dry,
practice was something of a lottery. The
bumps of the 'Ring affected various cars,
principally the Boss 958 whose undertray
became detached, the Canon Porsche
whose nose cone began to break up, and
the works Lancia which bottomed anum-
ber of times around the circuit. The Mar-
tini Lancia mechanics then packed the
shock absorbers with rubber, but this
meant that the car was virtually solid, and
very nervous to drive. Ultimately they sof-
tened them again on recommendation
from Bilstein’s Hugo Emde. The Marlboro
Porsche had problems with the tuel
system while the new Lancia had a turbo
—_—
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'he race had to be stopped while the debris from alter Brun's enormous accl-
dent was cleared up. Below, stopping the race gave everyone a ci_mnce to reco-
ver : Stefan Bellof described how his Porsche flew off the track, while others took
liquid refreshment - after all, the race was sponsored by a brewery. For mecha-
nics, there was a long walk from paddock to temporary pits, and they worked
hard once they got there. However, sadly both Lancias went out with differen-
tial failure, including the new Mirabella-entered version, N° 6. (Photos : DPPI,
David Winter and Peter Burn].
= ﬂ?“': .

It was not to be
Lancia’s weekend, €
although they won ' i

at the 'Ring last
year. Only one car j
was entered, but it

failed to finished.
But Italy provided
the only Junior C
car, the pretty §
Giannini-Alba
Painted in a green
that matched the
countryside,
although the car
was delayed by a
leaking head

gasket. Jost's
Marlboro 956 was
__also in trouble
With no third gear, -
problems with ¢ ©
fourth, and tack of £y
turbo boost.
Wollek and
Johansson were
lucky to finish
Second. (Photos :
DPPI ang pavid
Winter).

d didn’

q" Ilféag? part in the secong
e tr S M1 wasin trouble,
then Whein fr Ne gearboy broke and
i EGglne dropped a valve in
adno Staran Dluﬂunataly, the team
};\’1 ?#” i gine sg they were forced
Balls xc;:l Of the field, however, Stefan

ta Suggestagam flying. It was Iémptin
nead U ;if‘:‘zttl;!:;:oosl had been tug
u ] © Young German pole
rSol.: malist had sugggstedpthis

: " a Formula One car? |t blo
ftg rS:ee?hdé gt;emsn 't it? Well, we're ‘53#5
€ engine in Bellof's car
Er:;rﬁ;ow. Sowe're not about to risk blo-
e Up are we?Mr Singer didn't like
il gggeshon that Bellof's pole might
o €en set with higher boost. But his
o h'3. was a surprise to many, and the
: ctthat he was five seconds faster than
ochen Mass made some his colleagues

suggest that maybe he was taking too
many risks. Indeed, when Mass had the
nose lift at Pflanzgarten during Sunday
morning's warm-up, it was a warning to
him not too overdo things. i
The weather on raceday was as unpredic-
table as it had been the rest of the wee-
kend. Fans crowded around the 20 kilo-
meter circuit, but few werelf{mpted to sit
in the open stands overlooking the tem-
porary pits on the link road from the chi-
cane to the first corner into Hatzenbach.
But as the cars formed up on the_gru:i pno;
to their rolling start at the beginning o
the Nurburgring straight, it bega{r‘\ to
drizzle slightly. Among those to E ors1e
wet tyres were the URD, Wollek, E e
works Lancia, Stuck, Fitzpatrick and a;
rauri in the LC1. But as they Wenft_;otl-'[]n
their pace |ap, 20 kilometersof | '1akeey
?:alised that they had made a n;ili =
The URD immediately pitted, ot
thers did at |east one lap on their wehs.
F Bellof was the man to dominate the
HE lap |eading at the end of the first
apanlls around three seconds from the

g-t"ri;?‘;{o%mans car, Further back in third

came Fitzpatrick who didn't stop for
slicks until the next lap. Then came Ros-
berg and in fifth came Wollek, already
having lost third gear. At the end of lap
two, an order began to emerge: Bellof lea-
ding from Mass followed by Rosberg at
a distance, then the Marlboro car, and
now Fitz who had dropped back after his
stop. Harald Grohs had his BMW M1 up
to sixth place, while the Martini Lancia
was three places behind. Patrese and
Wollek had a collision during the opening
lap, and a Lancia exhaust pipe was
slightly bent, but after it had been chec-
ked, it was found that the Lancia wasn't
damaged any further.

The situation at the front was quite sim-
ple. Bellof was drawing away from Mass,
extending his lead to around half a minute
by the first pit stops at the end of the
seventh lap. Both Porsches came in, as
did Rosberg and Wollek, but Fitzpatrick
and Patrese did one more lap each.
These first pit stops revealed an interes-
ting loophole in the race regulations. Nor-
mally, each fuel stop will take around two
minutes as petrol flow is limited. But
there were no permanent arrangements
in the Nurburgring pits. Thus, if a team
wanted to speed up its fuel flow, it could
do so0, and there was no one to stop them.
Admittedly, there was an official from
FISA timing them, but there was little he
could do to actually apply the rule. “The
officials here didn’t really realise what
was needed," he explained.

One team to suffer from this anomaly was
the Canon team. While others made pit
stops fora full fuel load in 1m 40s, theif's
took 2m 10s and they promptly lost pla-
ces to both the Jost 956 and that of Fitz-
patrick. By lap 10, they were the last
unlapped runners, foreven the works Lan-
ciawas a lap behind. The Sehcar should
have been seventh, but it suffered that all
too common ailment of damage to the
ignition pick-up off the fly wheel which
crippled the Cosworth-powered Ron-
deaus at Le Mans last year. The repair
took 30 minutes. Grohs retired, his fourth
gear having broken.

The main race was that for the lead. lckx
was hauling in Bell, but when Bellof went
out again, he began to open up the gap
again. Although his orders had been for
laps in the 8m 45s bracket, his first lap
back on the track again was considerably
quicker. In fact he was flying, almost lite-
rally, for at the end of the 20th lap, jekx
came slowly past the pits reporting that
Bellof had flown off the road at Pflanzgar-
ten. The Parsche driver was unhurt, but
now the works effort was down to one car.
However, they led Wollek/Johansson by
5m 21s and Fitzpatrick/Hobbs by 8m 01s.
The rest were all lapped.

Then on the 26th lap, it all went quiet. Wal-
ter Brun had crashed heavily and the race
was stopped while Brun was taken to hos-
pital, the crashed cars were retrieved from
the circuit and the barrier repaired where
the Sehcar had broken it.

During the interval before the race was
started again. Lancia discovered that the
works car's starter was no longer opera-
tive. "We don't know if we'll start yet,”
said Patrese with all honesty. The car was
still in the pits, but when the mechanics
pushed it up the hill to put it onto the grid,
they promptly abandoned it and as it rol-
led backwards downhill, Alboreto enga-
ged reverse, let out the clutch and the car

—_—
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bump started. Was this a push start? The
Canon team saw the whole thing and
promptly reported it to the clerk of the
COUrse..
Meanwhile, the race was restarted over
19 ]aps. As they crossed the line after the
first half lap, the Ickx Porsche lead the
Lancia, then Rosberg, Johansson, Plan-
kenhorn and the rest. By the end of the
first full lap, Ickx had already pulled clear,
while Rosberg had moved up to second,
Just clear of Alboreto. Johansson was
being challenged by Fitzpatrick who over-
took on the next lap. On the third lap, the
works Porsche made a routine stop, lea-
ving Rosberg in the lead, only for him to
stop the next time round. That left the
Lancia leading for a lap before its pit stop.
But without a starter, how would the car
be restarted? It was quite simple. The
mechanics put ramps under the wheels.
and at the end of the pit stop, the driver
put it in reverse, rolled it off the ramps
downhill and bump started it again
These stops should have promoted the
works car back into the lead, but instead,
Mass was reported to be crawling round
to the pits. The works Porsche had suf-
fered a breakage of the right rear suspen-
sion which took five minutes to repair, but
more time had been lost on the track. It
x 3 : ; o was now over a lap behind the leading
mg, why not use a Porsche 228 ? E

Porsche, the Canon model now being dri-
all, the new circuit will have its limitations. Keith Greene felt the cold, but rhe : : ven by Lammers
Fitzpatrick mechanics soon warmed up when the boss brought his 956 in with

broken suspension. Below, the demolition of the oid pits meant that temporary
ones had to be arranged, which also mean that racing cars had to travel te and
fro on the public road. Jacky ickx’s greatest fans on raceday were his two daugh-
ters, but Jochen Mass appeared to have drunk all the beer in his barrel even before
he got on the podium ! (Photos : DPPI, David Winter and Peter Burn).

Another car to crawl into the pits was Fitz-

patrick's. At Silverstone, the team had

already had problems with bolts holding

on the brake calipers. This time the bolts

had broken again, and the caliper had

then broken the front suspension. Fitz

crawled round with one front wheel loc-

ked and it took more than half an hour to

repair the damage, so he was effectively

out of the running

So leading the second part of this race

was the Canon car, which proceded to do

so until the end. Second after six laps was

the Lancia, but five laps from the end of

this second half, the car came into the

pits with a broken differential, which the

Mirabellacarhas suffered afew laps ear-

lier. The officlals had hatched a plan to

counter its unusual starting technique.

An empty can of Coca Cola had been pla-
ced behind the rear wheels to prevent any

repitition of its unorthodox technique, but

the Coke can wasn't required...

So coming into second place in this

second halt was the Boss 956, for the
Wollek/Johansson car was now suffering
from alack of turbo boost pressure while
fourth gear was also playing up. lckx and
Mass unlapped themselves, and for a
while, it was unsure as to whom, exactly,
was leading overall. But it was clear that
they were alap in front of the Canon Pors-
che in the first part of the race, and the
Marlbore car's problems during the clo-
sing stages seriously affected their chan-
ces, dropping them to second overall,
ahead of Canon.

So Ickx and Mass wrote their names into
the record books with the final World
Championship win over the Nurburgring
long circuit, “The Nurburgring is beauti-
ful,” said the Belgian ace. '"l've been
racing here for 20 years and its a chal-
lenge to drive on. But it's not for medern
motor racing.” And so the Nurburgring's
Nordschleife passed into World Cham-
pionship history.

Bob Constanduros

In the forest,
something §

stirred : John
Fitzpatrick’s
Porsche rushes ¥
through the
woods, delayed
however, by
broken front
Suspension. With
Nurburg castle
Providing a final
backdrop, Richard
Lloyd’s Canon
Porsche 956 is
guided to third
Place by Rosberg,
Lamers and
Palmer. (Photos :
David Winter). 75




d Endur:
May 28, 8
Official race title: Bitbur

ger ADAG 1000 k
Original distance: 47 laps

NURBURGRING 1000 KMS

of 20.832 kms ¢
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uit plus
553 miles
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Scraniben.

2-Porsche 956
Beillof - Bell
6'11"13

8-Porsche 956
Wollek - Johansson
6'31"59

4-Lancia LC2
Patrese - Alboreto
6'41"17

35-BMW-Sehcar turbo
Stuck - Brun
65214

51-Lancia LC1
Larrauri - M. Sigala
'06"'90 .

101-BMW M1
Grohs - Prince von Bayem
7'30"1

B-Lancia LC2

Francia - Barilla - Ghinzani
7'56"'83

112-Opel Ascona 400
Schaeler - Guertheler
81015

113-Porsche 924
Utz - Haldi
81828
108-Porsche 930

Reuter - Friebel - Duge
8'26"82

106-Porsche 830

Doren - Gall - Hamelmann
8'37"'50

* Did not start

14-Porsche 956

Rosberg - La
6'39"52

11-Porsche
Fitzpatrick - H
6'42"12

701761

63-Giannini-Alba
Finotto - Facetti
7'25"37

103-BMW M1
Winther - Braun - Jelinski
7'49"81

110-Porsche 830
Memminger - Kuhn-Weiss
Steckkénig

B'09"65

56-BMW-URD
Goglz - Kroeber
B'17"54

109-Porsche 924
Von Staehr - Richier
8'19"46

111-Porsche 9285

Probst - Haug - Waiter
8'36''66

105-BMW M1 =

Jurgensen - Daren Elford
9'48"'52

21 3w
2 wa
© ot running

Bellof/Porsche 856, 6/25'91, 194,333 kph, 120,753 mph
st [ap

Group

PREVIOUS WINNERS

1953: Alberto Ascari - Nino Farina/Ferrari
1956: Stirling Moss - Jearn BehraiMaserati
1957: Tony. Brooks - Noel Cunnmgham-Re}dmmun Martin
1858: Stirding Mosg Jack Brabham/Aston Martin
1959: Stirling Moss - Jack Fairman/Aston Martin
19860: Stirfing Moss - Dan Gurney/Maserati
1961: Masten Gregory - Lucky Casner/Maserati
1962: Phil Hill - Offyiar Gendebien/Fearrarj
1963: John Surtees - Willy MairasselFerrar
1964; Ludovico Scarfioyt} Ning Vacarelia/Ferrari
1985: John Surtees - Ludovico ScarfiottiiFerrar
1966: Phil Hil » Joachim Bcnnler!Char)palal
1967 Udo Schutz - Jog Buzzellal Porsche
1968: Jo Siffert - Vic Elford/ Porsche
1969: Jo Siffert - Brian Redman/ Porsche
1970: Kurt Atrens - vig Elford! Porsche

: Gerard Larrousse . Vic Elford/ Porache
1972: Tim Schenken - Ronnie Peterson/Ferrar|
1973; Jacky Icky - Brian RedmaniFerrar|
1974 Jean-Piare Belloige - Jean-Plgrrg Jarier/Matra
1975: Arturg Merzario - Jacques Latfiteraifa Romeo
19765 Albrecht Krebs - Dieter Quester; BMw csi
:g;g Lllr:uiﬂednwkfn -:!o\l Stommelen - Tojng Hezemans/Porsche 935
1979, Manirest g2 Hane Heyer - Toing Hezemans/Porsche 935

John Fitzpatrick/Parsche 935
orsche

LC1

|ckx - Mass, 44 Laps,

02 kph, 104,638 mph.

+ Wollek - Johansson

Rosberg - Lammers - Palmer
assig - Pbanifenhorn - Heyer

arrauri - M. Sigala

| Fitzpatrick - Hobbs

e a0/ Doren - Gall-Hameimann
24/ Utz - Haldi e

8 arohling - A. Felder - J, Felder

916,

Uz :!«Iba.’ Finotto - Facett|
N Heger - Bauer 7
! 9p4i Von Staehr - Richter
906 dendorf - Hassel - Lehnhoft
e feidt - Manthey - Reich
c2/ Patrese - Alboreto
g, Lar L a285/ Probst - Haug - Waiter ;
7. porsche c2/ Francia - Barilla - Ghinzani
i 18 Uécb; Reuter - Friebel - Duge
che Cs6l Bell - Bellof
Dl Goetz - Kroeber -
M hear turbol Stuck - Brun

Msep Grohs - Prince von Bayern
m{c W‘mther - Braun - Jelinski
BMW N i Group B or C.

Faste o che 956/ Ickx - Mass
o G “"'"Eﬂ-fncn':r. Giannini-Albal Finotto - Facetti
o G juni

Group er: Porsche 930/ Doren - Gall - Hamelmann

Group B Winn

SUCCESS“‘E LEADERS:
First racq

3 1-19: Porsche 956/ Bell - Bellof
120 20 - 24 Porsche 956/ Ickx - Mass

Second rage
3]

b0t 3 Parsche 956/ Ickx - Mass
120 4 Parsche gsgy Rosberg - Pitnmaar Lammers

P 3 Lancia LC2/ Alboreto - Patres ~Palmer
L0 . g; Purscﬁe 956/ Rosbarg - Lammats - P

60 kms, 569,553 Miles in § hyy 263475,

10/ Memminger - Kuhn-Waiss - Steckkonig

i\ an ave.

% lane
aps/ ratj
3 laps red, differantial

29 laps/ o i
28 e ed, dilferential

19 laps/ retited, accideny

19 laps/ retj d, crank bearing
19 laps, retirag accident
14 laps/ retired, no foyrnh gear
12 13ps/ retireg accideny

NDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP FOR DRIVERS

i Bh
llek 32 pts
; Ivg:li - Mass 30 pts
‘.‘ Boutseﬂ! Lassig - Plankenhorn « Joharsson gg g::;
5. Lammers - zp
pts
1l
e =
11 Bellot . :
L it S ekentanz - Rosterg - Paime nee
P e T Sigala - Larrauri 6 pis
18 Ginea - Schupaan - M. Sigala 5pis
20, -IJ.?;‘;;' Needell - Cleare - Pron i
24, & elmann 3pts
28 Sg{g:ﬂ _ Mallock - S:lumaﬂu 7 Fnll Hami 3 ;m
g gale < e 1 ige  1pl
gd‘ H;ﬁ;tﬂg ?;?,:':g . FI::;S;WF_";::’“ . Memminger - Kuhn-Weiss - Steckonigg i
38 - Winther -
42. Jurgensen
p——— R tens
HAMPIONSHIP OF ENDURANCE FOR .
WORGR 1 pts
4 pts
1. Furs'f:e 35
2. LA artin
3 Giannini - Aloa
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DEATH OF 007

n racing when the
hair on the back of the neck sud: nly
L ! fizzes. It's when he journalist has to
do what he hates doing, when the team
manager fears for his driver, and is simply
thankful when he comes round, when other
drivers take a hard line; did a colleague lake
an unnecessary risk? He knew whal he was
doing didn't he?
That moment is when a car goes missing
from a lap chart, when safety vehicles arr
and leave the pit area with a sense of urgen
which arouses the curiosity. At worst, it's
tragedy, at best, it's almost certainly a wreCk
ed car. The air hums with rumours, |
to maintain a balanced view of wh
on.
There were two of those moments at Nurbur-

_1 here are mome

-

h John

iew wit
it Miami, they

TOom
dily, infor-
had

T

had happened to Porsche 956, chassj
ber 007, e the fump at P s
" came over the hump a anzga
1t was as though alr got under megffor:}nw
car. It just ook off, came up on its back
crashed down into the ground. Then the f
oitched into the barrier” It was certainly f
ked. The whale of the left rear corniar yax
smashed — the front as well as the backw“
007 was tipped unceremoniously off tha Wr::
kers truck, Stefan sent her on her way w“'
a shove his foot on the left rear wheg| whict
was no longer attached to the wreck at iy
gBut was i1 entirely air under the car that haq
caused the accident? Derek Bell, for inslamad
was not alittle unhappy. ‘It's ashanie he ha:;
to learn in a race this way, especially When
we are leading. We were told to go slower
during our stint: we were told to do 6m 455
alap, yet his first flying lap was 6m 26s. Ano
ther driver said he was an accident looking
for somewhere to happen. The bloke ,g
obviously good, but you have to treat this cir-
cuit with a lot of respect. Maybe he needs that
accident to realise that he's not invincible..
Jahn Fitzpatrick reckoned that Bellof had got
off line: “after all, he did a 6m 11s yesterday
without taking off, so why did he do so taday?
But | think these cars have outgrown the Nur-
burgring. You can't blame the Formula One
blokes for not coming here." .
While Bellof was explaining his aceident, the
circuit went quiet again. Black flags weré_qis.
played around the track, a red flag at the
start/finish line, The race was stopped.Ano-
ther car had gone off: Walter Brun in the
powerful Sehcar powered by a 35 litre BMW.
turbocharged engine.
There were dreadful moments of speculation.
Brun had been seen lying by the track. Then
Jacky Ickx came in and reported o Brun's co-
driver Hans Stuck that he'd been seen wal-
king to the ambulance. Brun’s girlfriend was
lead away, weeping with relief that he was
alright.
Later, Walter was unable to explain the cause
of his accident. He was taken to Adenau hos:

|

l

KEKE : GROUP C
DEBUTANT

g y first impression of driving &
M Group C car is that they're hea-
e vier. slower and in the rain,
tey're very hard work. The changing weather
conditions makes them difficult to drive. But
Iihas been interesting to drive a turbo engi-

organisers had failed to agree start money,
and that he was out of a drive. It was a blow
to which Keke reacted with diplomacy. ‘1f one:
fan makes the journey here to see Keke, and
he isn't here.” said his manager, Ortwin Pod-
lech, “then Keke must fry and apologise lo
that fan." So Ortwin was making sure that
everyone knew that it wasn't Keke's fault.

But on Friday morning, Ortwin was still wan-
dering the paddock, with the look of a wor-
ried man. “you know. I've spent so much time
on the phone, it seems a waste that he’s not

because I'm far too late on the throttie, but
it's interesting, very interesting,”

Keke was happy 1o take official practice in his
stride. Looking at Bellof's 6 m 11 s pole posi-
tion, he commented that you'd *have to bea
bit crazy to do it anyway.” It wasn't until after
seven that evening that Keke left the track.
Looking incongruously tanned, he stood
around in the cold paddock, shunning the
Canon team's motorhome, joking with Chico
and Stefan Johansson, his neighbour in
England. Autograph hunters came and went;

It 108 : 't possible d down by the Cham-
plalwheroa ok ef U RRRRI | | o o e fst tive ki R G Solmsearngif SUAOSISLCN om0 it
injury. He had thumped the barrier hard Ines around here when | could have used todve SNoHer B8 ing'is Frank Willams!”  Ofcourse, t was aso raltier eary n the mors’
the way up lo the Karussell. Then the Se 0 that was twice as wide! Anyway. Im  behanpy e deal had been concluded  ning for those used 10 10 am starts, but Keke
had crossed the track, hitting the barrier 0 ihes; 300y to have finished third behind al mmw.dmﬁacmﬁ 986nor  arrived at the 8 am practice, and the 8.30 am
hard on the other side that the barrier had | Ukee Group C professionals!” brm:’m by Jonathan Palmer, Jan Lam warm-up. The race, he took in his stride. Here,
actually broken. Fortunately the car hadn't o Fosberg was talking at a press confe: m&Wmd Richard Lloyd. stand  al the Nurburgring. more than at any other
gone through for 100 foot drop lay beyond, | & afler the end of the Nurburging 1000 mers. ) don't really enjoy this . race, the works cars appeared to have the
but it had then flipped back into the track, ek Lo clers. His plane was waiting at Cologne, L were doing well last year  edge. No Keke Rosberg would ever make up
ling upside down and coming to rest on the ahelicopter was waiting to take him from was only WhE) the difference. So Keke did as he was told,
track itself ; SE CICuit to the airport. But there were No that ! a.""ay;dg was given for Keke 10 bring  and did the times required of him. He did his
The damage was sufficient to make the car UPErsiar, Formula One-type antics here to The green 191 “andat530  twostints at the wheel, but was stillin the pits
virtually immovable, which is why the race Was Elauay from the circuit a6 500N 8 POSSE TS OCE Con, e aived 118 P, SCECTCL at the final change over “f there’s siil 2
ol b i y sy £ If the organi fe.  thatafternoon, {aking advantage of  chance of us winning.” he said as rumours
. ad come ! fenge isers wanted a press €Ol ed by Chico Serra C redlated as just who was leading on aggre-

side of the car, and the gearbox was only held With the first three winning teams, thef mempww ang his pilot. There was

B (yas e - times, "then | guarantee that I'l drive,”
on by a couple of links. The bodywork Was ‘ Ko %3S gaing to be there. while by ot A o

scrap, yot Brun had baen saved by both 8 | | o 170! hadn't made it to Nurburgfind & ﬁ:dgﬂ,,dm he cimoed intothe seet o 112 g %&’ﬁ:”ﬁf&l”ﬁ&?ﬁ?ﬂ@
very tough monocoque and the roll m ik thay ,?9&" decided at the Monaco X stll A m04595, required, but he was there to the end. He sha-
which, despite being dented and slightly B ing o€ could do the Nurburgring race ok, but Keke's first lap endingupwilh  red the podium with his teammates, attended
remained in exactly the shape in which !t“:ﬁ ‘ Map HJ'S””Q the blue chip event of the Ger 2 §m5959 sand the press conference, did everything that was
Eua’nded. It was a tribute to the Seger ant i 1o g”SDonmeis(erschaft_ Frank Wil 26 m 48398 the practice. of him. He wanted to race, gave the
Hoffman design, and John Thompsan ¥€5 | Sty keen on his drivers doing anything & er ine end of unofficel DEECC esions  public what they wanted and behaved admi-
uilt the car in England. Keke mfmna One, but he had conceded that g}‘m Keke gave ';fs steening, the bra- rably. Like his colleagues, Riccardo Patrese
| Tharyg ?y do these two races. the.car “It's s0 heary: axpect that. And it and Michele Alboreto, he helped to lay the
Bob Const | figey” 0 Jurgen Barth, Porsche’s customer ? y amost EXEE ) otkickback  myth that Formula One drivers are all prima

: | 4 N g <ok had been found %ﬁ;‘; thefunnyting  donnas. '

56 ang aN-Sponsored, Jost-run POrSC st Just at ! ' Bob Constanduros

Ha"s; he would share with Ringmelstef - with the turbe Cane anclai

Ring
Keo " CYEE By e event.
® | ut a few days before the evert:
aeq that New Man, Jost and e
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on his way up, already a

a driver who never quite

After Alan Jones at
Silverstone came Keke
Rosberg at Nurburgring.
Clearly the big names of
Formula One are taking
an interest in the
rejuvenation of the
World Endurance
championship, not only
because it means that
there’s money to pay for
their drives, but also
their particular qualities
are put to the test.
Endurance racing is
competitive: Rosberg
and his two teammates
are classic examples of
the diversity but also
the talent of drivers
currently taking part.
You have the current
World Champion, a
young F2 driver who is

Formula One test driver
(Jonathan Palmer), and

made it in F1, despite
his obvious talent {Jan
Lammers). This trio
might have finished
even better in the final
classification, but as it

drove a turbo engined
car for the first time, and
that, no doubt, will be
useful when Mr Williams
Puts one in the back of
his F1 car. (photos:

First Line, David Winter
and Peter Burn).

was, they won the
second half of the race.
But for a rather relaxed
Ppace in the first half of

the race, and a lengthy
but legal pit stop early
on, they might well have
reaped richer rewards
than their third piace,
But Keke left Germany a
richer man in two
senses. No doubt, he
was financially
rewarded for his
services, but he also




a

Le Mans seems a long

way away
k puffs nervously
of his sponsor's
ts, woolly hat

d down over the
ears in an effort to ward
off the Eifel chill. Close
by, teammate Stefan
Johansson digs deep in

.q""‘.

y

his soup bowl for some
warming noodles. The
two of them were lucky
to leave Germany with
second place, for it was
a worrying weekend
with a host of
mechanical bothers. But
it meant 15 points more
for the Frenchman, who
maintains a lead of that
many points over his
nearest rivals, works
drivers Ickx and Mass in
the World Endurance
championship. The
longest day, for both
teams, will be at Le
Mans. Both Wollek and
his Jést-run 956 and the
works drivers will be
thinking of the ultimate
event in Endurance
racing. As the nights
grow shorter; Wollek
may be allowed to
dream of winning Le
Mans for the first time.

r all, his 956 has
Al . reliable,

rks cars: (photos:
g:vld Winter and Peter

Burn)-
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GROWTH

ch
category ofsi:a{ s have won in every conceivable
history, sponsﬂ:,.“a?‘" racing during their 13 year
gne:t;eir list of prio:-?g:,nsg neverfeatured very highly
re -
enclogen oaavent of the current GTP/Group C fully
Canam and Gsé March built occasional runs of G7
satisfied cust 2-litre open top cars all of which
has only bees omers’ demands and won races butit
inconsider ninthe pastcouple of years that the not
desian able weight of the whole company’s
gn and engineering staff has been thrown

behind ﬁ car project.
by lan Phillips




Due for delivery to
Al Holbert (the
current leader of
the IMSA ““Camel
GT"
championship),
the works March
83G with its
Porsche engine is
considerably
different from the
March 82G that
Holbert used for
his wins at Miami
and Laguna Seca,
and equally
different from the
March 83G-
Porsche which
Giampiero Moretti
raced from
Riverside
onwards. (photo:
factory. Previous
Ppages: factory)

obin Herd, in taking the com-
D pany, of which he is the sole

surviving founder member,

into the 1980s looked around

for a new challenge. it had
become difficult tomotivate the company
into winning yet another Formula 3 or
Atlantic Championship and in the reces-
sion chances of breaking any more pro-
duction records were slim. Their traditio-
nalmarkets needed volume to be profita-
ble too.

Through a March Cars subsidiary com-
pany, March Engines, Herd had been
involved with one-off specials for Indy car
racing and Le Mans. Neitherhad been par-
ticularly fruitful in terms of results but had
sufficiently motivated Herd's fertile brain
that he gambled the whole company's
future on March's ability to not only break
new ground but to do it profitably too,
The Indy car story is one of unparalleled
success — witness half the drivers ente-
red for this year's Indy 500 are in Marches.
The sports car programme has been slo-
wer to germinate but with two wins and
three seconds in the opening six rounds
of the IMSA GTP series this year, the nut
appears to have cracked.

It was through BMW that March became
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involved in the long distance racing world.
In Formula2 they had achieved unrivalled
success together and Herd was asked to
bail out BMW Motorsport GmbH supremo
Jochen Neerpasch with aGroup 5version
of his Ml White Elephant. Other than the
final face-saving Procar series, anything
involved around the MI project was see-
mingly doomed. The March Engines deve-
loped Le Mans MI, while being an extre-
mely attractive car, sadly fell into this cate.
gory. At Le Mans in 1979 it didn't comply
with any recognised class in which it
could be competitive, as neither car nor
engine had been homologated by BMW.
Eventually it ran, and fajled to qualify, in

Group 6 with a G4 engine. It stood no
chance.

Neerpasch had promised a1.000bh i

turbo engine for the car but the sgctz\)’vnlg
smaller and slimmer chassis still had to
rel)f on l_h_e trusty 3.5litre straight six which
whilegivingan excellent 7 mpgjust would
not pull the MI shape down the straights

mry quickly. Two further versions

ere very much used as the

for the cur
regulations, rent IMSA aTp

With FISA debating new regula}ions_for
their World Endurance Championships
during 1980 in heavy consultation with the

manufacturers, BMW's new motor sport *

management team commissioned March
Engineering (Engines had closed) to build
what they reckoned would be a carclose
tomeeting the anticipated 1982 European
Group G and IMSA GTP regulations. Still
very much based on the MI running gear
March built the MI/C. It was supposed to
be a mobile test bed but BMW were s0
encouraged by its testing and full scale
wind tunnel testing that they employed
David Hobbs to drive it in the IMSA GT
series.

Again it was powered by the straight si
Ml engine (although BMW USA dugupan
old 2-itre turbo late in the season) and
other than on handling circuits it just
couldn’t match the turbo Parsches.
When the full Group C regulations weré
announced, they were based on a fuel €60
nomy formula which didn't suit BMW at
all and in any case their 1.5 turbo engine
Was mapping out an F1 career for its€
and that became the company's time anh
money consuming passion. Maréh
Meanwhile were encouraged by the Pe.'t
formance of the MI/C as on oceasions !
Proved conclusively that a well hand!ing

With the 956
model specifically
banned from
competing in the
1983 IMSA
championship, and
the 935 getting
somewhat out of
date, it is not
surprising that the
factory in
Stuttgart has
taken a close
interest in the
83G-Porsche
project. The
engineers at
Bicester have
been given full
works support,
including the
development of a
special single-
turbo version of
the flat-six engine.
(photo: D. Winter)

hassis could out-perform the horsepo-
"specials which dominated the Ame-
&N GT series.

‘:’,ﬂh New IMSA and WEG rules coming
g€ at the begining of 1982 it see-
e Jical forthem to use the experience

" with the BMW specials in orderto

LeBkinto thig ially lucra-
b ey new and potentially

wgé"*“ﬂﬂs which may one day be explai-
“‘HQ|MES°D°0_’1UHity to run the blosso-
$ime g, Aseries and the new WEC tothe
firgy Qulations was passed up by FISA-
oy - 3TS were to be run to fuel eco-
iim, > '90ed regulations and with &
lisa o Weight 100 kgs less than the
ey ;rs‘ By the time this became clear
Db o9 already announced what Was
Yiirg 12! category car — the 82G. 10
\:raun;n C anew category they had to
Pocagyrin€ first car early and the FISA
‘oreyy ating overthe requlations (which
T:’Tg Grg "Oparly finalised even at the 0pe-
%ee”%u race at Monza in April) had
1oong, ' dissipating the ambition ©
i toylg ~1Ors like March who believe
1 Micg , PrOdUce a dual purpose ¢ars
g 0 b“\‘ 'eh the privateers 5o Neces:
g aj Or?jter Endurance Racing grids

tof

red by a full house 5-litre Chevrolet
Cgv{tﬁe sley;k March :iﬁdwoginzdn;eﬁ;
ine from the sta opened a
maeirglsr]byclaiming pole pc_:smonhrst ;m:
ut at Daytona. |t still retained some i
;)III heritage and Dr Max Sardou twgm 5
ith Robin Herd's engineering tle e
refi theaerodynamics. Second rrgl Ly
refmebﬂng the car finished secoﬂ 2 ﬁ) ..
efitflsﬁnleresl naturally running hig

e
ked as though the gmaa::]r:g :g‘uylg st:ij:h
o Strai‘lg'vqlis%‘ﬁ.a{n.arch's ex-Chevron gaée::
a Da:':r __theman whowas fearlgrgrrea rﬁme
glilrnelg forthe whuh;:1 sp;rgz lcearpr:oieet e
— meant thaldt fe i o

a time,
momegﬂnanaﬂ.‘ g’ C carwas puttoge:
hasty

\ TP
he same heavy GT
therusmge*m'ia"y‘;vral'et VB which in

chassiisa:r:"m didn't suit European fuel
amonget : tmentoulotthe
runningwalland

. Herd and

s.
5 commi

h as Lola, let alone newcomers like
:I‘ltjacrch. In next to no time the WEC had
disenchanted the very people who could
make the grids interesting : March, Lola,
Grid, Rondeau etc soon realised that as
racing car specialists there was no way
they could entertain the sort of money that
Porsche and Lancia were spending or,
indeed, expect or anticipate a customer
being able to find it.

The IMSA market was not an easy one to
open either for specialist constructors.
For years the inevitabte_ Porsche had
dominated the market. Quite simply a!l the
customer had to do was turn the ignition
key, dial in the required boost and dr!ve
them like aroad car. The advent of cars like
the March 82G brought wn’p them single
seater technology and sophistication way
beyond the comprehension of the average
punter. GTP, for instance, permits full
ground effect underbodies (although not
skirts) which even Group C with its man-
datory flat bottom areaoutlawed from the
start. The prototype March 83G with com-
pletely revised aerodynamics and both
shorter and lighter made its debut at the
Daytona IMSA finale last Nc_wembsr anq
was immediately competitive with the
turbo brigade. An early tyre blow out rui-
—_—
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The current Group
C/IMSA §
programme should
allow March to
make inroads into
American sporis
car sales and
enable Porsche to |8
maintain its racing
supremacy. Note
the plumbing
required to satisfy
IMSA’s ‘single
turbo’ ruling.
(photos: D. Winter.
Centre: factory)

Situated at
Bicester, not far
from Silverstone,
the superbly-
equipped March
factory recently
delivered its
1000th racing car.
Virtually every
part of the 83G—
except of course
the Porsche
engine—is
produced ‘in
house.’ (photos:
D. Winter)

ned the race but the point had been made.
The very same car in the hands of priva-
teers Marty Hize/Randy Lainer/Terry Wol-
ters finished second at the Daytona 24
hours '83 season opener in February
having led for most of the race. The point
was confirmed.

Itwas animportant race tohave done well
in, especially with privateers, for the Pors-
che 935 was rapidly coming to the end of
its competitive life. Amarket was opening
up.

For-the inaugural Miami GP, March had
top American sports car racer Al Holbert
strapped into the first production 83G. His
win in the rain-shortened race may have
been slightly fortuitous but it was prophe-
tic. Holbert sold the car on and had ano-
ther new one for Riverside which he domi-
nated and but for an unlucky puncture
would have clearly won instead of finis-
hing second. A week later he made
amends at Laguna Seca lapping the whole
field. Meanwhile the customers were fil-
ling up the minor placings too.

Despite the success there was still acom-
promise in the car which was to March's
commercial disadvantage — the cars
were supplied with the trusty v8 Chevro-
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letengine whichwas giving away up to 150
bhptothe mildest Porsche engine which
IMSA were permitting, the single plug, sin-
gle turbo 934 unit
With so many virtually redundant 935s in
existence it rapidly became obvious that
to satisfy the needs of the majorit yMarch
had to build achassis which easily accep-
ted the flat 6 engine of which there were
plenty lying around
March chassis owners Dave Cowart and
Giampiero Moretti did their own conver-
sions but back at Bicester designated
sports carengineer Adrian Newey began
work straight after Daytonaona SlungAanr
blessed March-Porsche.
It wasn't a straightforward job by an any
means and warranted an almost complete
esign and aerodynamic
:rs! problem to overcome
pation of heat from the air
Mounted in the Chevy vg

was the digsi
cooled turbo,

reprofiling the ¢
ginalairto airin
a split air to g

ritical underbody. The ori-
lercoo_lerwaschanged for
rand air to water system,

The intercooler itself had to be angled at
15degrees to the horizontal from |tsato'p
the-bellhousing mounting in an effort 1o
channel the airout of the carbetween:he
trailing edges of the underbody and top
deck.

Being a single turbo unit meant that rather

than the ideal side mounted Symmet"‘ﬁ:{
placings of a twin turbo set up, the ﬁte
ward singleton turbo had to be mOt;J s
centre line on top of the 956 gear guiar
Theengine tselfis mounted viaatu ntral
steel A frame and a front moumedcﬁsc e
brace. By using the complete Pg ter
engine, bellhousing, oil ‘a”k"? i
plate, gearbox train the suspens Dr;as a
to be modified and now incorpOraISt
lower radius arm at the rear althougit oy
same March uprights, which PeIlg,,
the specially wide and deep ventu
ser tunnels, have been retained: \hamp:
A four day programme at the SOUO uce
ton University wind tunnel has pr! aenon
the best drag figures March hava:,niorce
asports car shape and created do a 168l
Which wouldn't shame a Formu'e Jeipe
The distinctive lobster claw NOS® b ed
March G series cars has been Sh

r*—-_;

%15 inches and consequently the rear
;’r'r"gu:?s been moved back by the same
:;?“' 10p NACA duct feeds the familiar
nagp£Ngine fan while the oil cooleris
nipe 241 the nose and awater radiator
s Ethand sidepod just ahead of the
o Wheels,

Wil :;:0"3 Package, according to Newey,
imy* 2bSolutely on the 900 kas weight
M

'b;r;]h E“Qineering director Dave Reeves,
uruducr:iresmnsibleforall the comp_anyg
Wil g o Miracles, was very satlsﬂet
“ongigara¥ the project had turned out,
oy, 211Ng that Porsche were not used
eyt Of working jt has come toge-
iy 48! Both Robin and | wes g
Mo Nd cam mendou
'“‘UI.J.'fzs“',d- Yoy hafe ?: fejé g:ct what they
ng wnf‘"’ﬂ‘e straight forward enginee:
;"'Tefablef Works. They've given us €on-
Hing o ﬁf"‘“"f-‘at‘ assistance and we_amt
Q::CCESS-. €can into making the projec

PsF the key s h-
Chaprc @Y figures in the Marc
:"*“G;‘:,:“wct hasgbeen American domi-
“ahaS%an Alvin Springer whose San
Ndial Racing have been SUS

i in IMSA
ly running Porsche 935s in
:;s:ﬁlg;ﬁ Despite winn ingthe Daytonaar
24Hrs this yearwith lhelrspac&!ramer: =
they were wellaware lhatthecalllw: i
hing the end of its race winn pgl =
ands was oneof themain instig
e Sprlnglen; March, Porsche and Al Hol-
103 ?ziigesthar. “It'sideal forthe ma:!o m
s ho have 935 engines fx;_?ngld o
o chasslstaputmemm S Ieﬂon
it the first car neared cogtr; : wm;
"%rma;’m"mmjsna%o:egorssche is
let enginé; i
”;;ngf;%‘;lrgfdmb.‘y more powerso it
i 2 forthe
to be a winn e responsible
Ao e 2
bl pushing o 670 e debutol the
using 1 4poost jjed tobeat Char-
M esting by IMSA

To everyone's intense disappointment
March’s own entry for Le Mans has been
withdrawn. Basically their problem, like so
many other specialist chassis manutac-
turers, Is that they have been unable to
gather together a progrmme which would
be both financially viable and competitive
with the Porsche and Lancia efforts.
“It's not that we don't think we can beat
Porsche al theirown game " says Reeves,
“in fact | think that with the right team
togetherwe could go outand win. It would
be easier of course if we could use a 956
engine and 'box, but we'd gladly accept
the challenge of developing another
engine along with our chassis. We've
already done the aerodynamic package
fora Group C car and we still very much
want to do it. Our car sells for haif the price
of a Porsche and | genuinely believe that
given the right circumstances we could
apply some pressurein that market. Unfor-
tunately we cannot afford to do it just for

Jganwhljewith the capacity to manutfac-
ture two cars amonth, March are halfway
through this year's planned production of
eight cars all of which have been taken up
for America.
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“—THE MAN
RO
STRASBOURG

ns Porsche and the Jost 956

i he Rothma 5
Ever since the start of the race the e oW, with the end

had been playing a thrilling game of cat-an of
of the race coming into sight, they were separated by only 2 handful

seconds as they whirled around in the hands of the two Stefans, Bel'!of
and Johansson. In less than a minute’s time they wquld be coming In 0::
their penultimate pit stops, increasing the unceriarnt_y of the race ﬂn"
perceptibly adding to the tension. Sitting there on the Silverstone pit wla y
wearing his old-fashioned open-face helmet, Bob Wollek I_ookeq calm.
Not a trace of excess concentration showed on his face. Discretion for-
bade me to fix him with a stare, but his clear gaze somehow forced me
to look in his direction. The faint smell of complicity was in the air as two
syllables formed on his lips. “Ayy-jayy;’ he mouthed, for the old spectre
of A J Foyt was once again at the back of his mind!

8. _ —=hy Didier Braillon _—____———

thim

superficial coldn

rages many of hi rela-
getting to know Bob Wo g him for
any better: not for nothing is
he a true son of Alsace and ated the
eastern France. As he likes to call himself s, Bob
he's an “‘ersatz’' German, more { € onderfully
| than latin. He behaves as you would ish to find in
| expect from a native of Strasbourg, capi
tal of that so trequently disputed bit of 3 e as it may seem,
France on the German borders. Out- Y vy, carefully
wardly, you wouldn't say that he was a e al sensa
nice person, for he seems insufferably nmyn ed foradri-

of ability to reveal, to a
full extent of his delicate
honeof his rivals. And the
prang up at the Day-
between Bob and
—

sure of himself. He has firmly fixed per- ver at Bob’s lev
sonal opinions, nor does he hesitate to pressman, th
deride his fellows. To top it all he is (and relationship v
always was) avery poor loser who carries “love affair
grudges toextremes. It all adds up toalist tona 24 hour

90




O internay
ps =
F ”yhcuhse gical yar - :ec; sy iec?r;g:
e"ough to ho :
ran“e"edn&a Sed the']'"foﬁuﬂate
What haﬂha OIGP' "ﬂwUStSt Enduy.
Sunday mop da Da“DnaOEgOWEf
0wn51he An 5 Pregtn" HénnarIVOn
bemgdrw‘ve b rSche 935 ypi who
Léna ¥ Wollek 5 ich was
iaw,,v(was Prevailed yp, aude Baljot
expirany 03¢ Nimrod.agpor . 30 "4
COCkD”) relhesl'e"mh fn.sg|||?£19a o
ollek 3 d‘g-altsheuld menliome;iermh
ard worg Du::pr:had alrea Vdﬂneanlg.?;
ottom of echgr:gei arsche from the

e Way into the
Who shoue tiry darl;ness had fallen.

next morni
ver; Well-resteq, showareq a:(ljn-g’ howe-

LIﬂCOITIp[omlsing
character...

Three weeks later, on board the plane brin-
ging the twa of us back to Paris from the
Miami Grand Prix, he licked his ips in keen
anticipation of the next little Foyt-Wollek
confrontation. It was to take place at River-
side: he, the grumbling Strasburger, in
a Porsche 935 again, versus the gum-
chewing Texan, in asimilar but rival 935.
No sooner had he spotted me at Silvers-
tone than he wanted to get me to one side
so that he could tell me the story in all its
splendour: “here, let me teil you what hap-
pened at Riverside...”

Well, it seems that “Ayy-jayy,” in Henn's
Andial 935, had achieved 9th fastest prac-
tice time. Bob, behind the wheel of Giam-
piero Moretti's “Moby Dick" 935 (rented
on this occasion to the Colombian Mau-
ricio de Navaez), qualified 5th. Once prac-
tice was over, whoshould appearcarrying
a metaphorical flag of truce than FO\N:
come to payavisiton the goddam F':E“n
chie.” Aslaponol' Bob's back, switc! 0d
the Hollywood smile, anodu?dJ ,:223'3?&

he two of them W :

i[;‘aayltg.\nammc‘s stageagreat ?F,Jap“faplfcr:g
Bob scarcely looked up: “No W)

't iveup.lhough.t;ying
Ilcliirz‘itegBob. Several times
@ he ran up against'the sagne;;?nnhe
wglrl Therber quiaéiyuc:r!z%p;ar;s in mé
Al o
sy ’ s meef Gr‘f..when [come pastto
raee 18 e inutes.” Preston
umerfrom.asa;e
ileof tyres, was SO te{(:ﬂsgieé
S%a;t?‘:?hgd e lhalbhef::;n ?: the illus:
i yver be
aff 2 RE h'ft‘{i Foyt had anynnedared

im like this. )
e "Ike | ntinued the
it i;'l ?he :gea!rgrabol;:

i Itoo im a 5e afﬁ,g’;iz,
35 minutes: e i ol et
|ater, and a eing 4 ’";ge oo
ree ¥ athepits./m e
beforeby I a
5 "
it hand-- e
our with oné o (a_rirom ﬁf:;i. .
Drmngt o geodadrwell'yondw“.h S0
LS e iggerhandfug-sﬁ‘ Wollek

Canrightly claim to be the world’s leading
S5specialist. As he says, “fhe 935 is such
?.” extraordinary car that anyone needs
‘Me to get adapted, no matter how good
he may be. Look at Ayy-jayy and Mario
Andretti at Riverside: everytime they
should have been zigging they were zag-
ging, and vice versa. The 935 has all the
Warst characteristics of a GT car, with a
horribly squirrelly chassis: the weight dis-
L’-‘buhon is way off beam, with a great
eavy engine sticking out behind the back
axle, And there’s a colossal amount of
Pawer, which comes in without warning
9?;3!1955% of rhhe turbo throttle lag.
€306,0n the other hand,is a genuine
racing car. It responds to adju%tmenf-
After only ten laps at Ricard, Stefan
Johansson was in his element, setting
quick lap times. In fact I'm convinced that
single-seater drivers—who these days
have experience with ground effect
cars—are able lo settle down to driving
a 956 more quickly than me, because
something inside my head retains the
memory of the 935's bad habits. They're
50 Ingrained that it makes it difficult to
imagine just how high the limits of the 956
really are."”
Today, at 39, although Bob is an outstan-
ding endurance expert, there are some
fine single-seater races in his past to be
recalled. “/ always knew that| was a pretty
fairdriver, so | had every reason to believe
that | could make it in Formula 1. | since-
rely believe that | could have done well. It's
not something which bugs me every day,
but when I do think about it | know that fai-
ling to get into F1, at the end of the day,
left a big hole in my career. Anyone who
tries to tell you that Formula 1is stuffand
nonsense is not being genuine. F1 has to
be the ultimate aim of any professional
driver.”
Like so many others on their way to the
top, Bob spent some time in Formula 3,
in 1970. “I had a Brabham, the best car of
the time, and by a piece of amazing luck I
also happened to have a fantastic engine,
probably the best that Novamolor ever
built. It was arocket. | was driving pretty
well then, | figured that | had a rosy future.
I knew | was going to win a lot of races.
Unfortunately | got involved in a serious
accident at Rouen. | was dicing with
James Hunt (who wer:f onr towin !hi raceg,
and we were in abig slipstreaming bunch.
rpu!ledour!ogerarowpas!hrmatexacf.'y
the same instant that he moved over to
pass another car. He was young, Just like
me, and our mutual .'.af:!:khof ex,zer;_e;.,nce
nt me thundering off the road. There
:teas no guardrail then and | went straight
into the trees. The surgeon didn't do a very
good job, with the result that for two years
one of my arms had no sgrength. There
were also some pretty serious psycholo-
gleal consequences, because when |
moved up lo F2 [ wasn't t?; J;nan rl had
. And itis unfortunate that my team,
??Z?lfel Racing, treated me as their fifth
man. The other drivers were Graham Hill,
Carlos Reutemann, Tim Schenken and
Jody Scheckter, so jt was always me who
got the leftoverengines and tyres. Any of
the bits that N‘mJ others d'tdn 't want see-
o find their way on to my car."
?:go;e familiar with Bob's character
might expect to find him bitter about the
Rondel experience. Wrong: “ifeverything
had gone the way it should, | would never
have had the F3 accident. | would have




rappened to
an incredible hain o

quences forh
broke a rear wing,

corner. His car went side
into three blocks of ¢
been placed parallel with
racing line. If he'd gone side
earlier, nothing would have hag
hegotinto trouble 30 feet
havetoremember that Rolf
been in the car at all. It sho
Jochen Mass, but he withdre
he wanted to go and see
South Africa. Fate mak
fusing twists and turn:
That's the realistic, practical s
talking, the slde_ which als
remarkable businessman
Strasbourg he is the MD
family’'s large Mercedes
ded over to him by his fa
have 90 employees who depend
and that's abig responsibility. I'v
business career and the i g
tedout now. Forexample, whenI'md

aGerman championship race mos
circuits which we use are with
reach, so | leave on Frigay night and
be back in the office on Monday morm.
When I'm doing a world championship

ward for the
n the past.

ky. Schuppan
and he wasn't
s whichwere
would have fit-
nfortunately it didn't
sche took on Stefan
had the choice of a
a young superstar
ranks of German
t hesitate, and | can
I caneven tell myself, on
ey did me a good turn,
because ie only a restricted pro-
gramme of races this year. | probably
wouldn't have been able to race with the
Jdst team in the German championship,
and | wouldn'’t have been allowed to do
IMSA races in the USA. Americais some-
thing completely new for me, you know:
I'm like a kid with a new toy. I'd never had
many chances of going there, and it's a
wonderful change. Going to the same old
cireuits, racing against the same guys,
you getabitjaded. Overthereit's all exci-
ting and new, abig adventure. |'m hoping
to persuade Jost to make areal American
effort next year. Still, that doesn 't prevent
me from being upset by the factory's decl-
slon not to take me on this year. It was a
kick in the backside for me..."
In the circumstance it's not difficult to
understand the feelings that were running
through the normally imperturbable Wol-
lek mind after the “Monza stunt.” It was,
furthermore, astunt which he very nearly
repeated at Silverstone.
Ifithappens, one day, thatyou run into the
barrier of frostiness which the Man from
Strasbourg chooses to throw around him-
self, then please be advised that it's only
because you haven't had enough time to
get to know him properly.
You should also know that you have to be
careful: a man who is as demanding of
himself as Bob is, by nature, is a deman-
ding man when it comes to personal
friendships. He's the sort of friend that
you can aliord‘ not underany circumstan-
ces, to disappoint...
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. | Forced to act by the power and awesomely high speeds
| being attained by contemporary sports-prototype racing
| cars, in 1967 the CSl (predecessor of FISA as motorsport’s
international governing body) placed an outright ban on
the monsters being raced by Ford, Chaparral and Ferrari.
Ford in particular was left in the cold: its once unbeatable
Mk IV had suddenly become an outlaw. Under develop-
ment at the time however, was the Formula 1 Ford engine,
created by Cosworth this V8 was to give Ford an opportu-
B nity of starting again from scratch in sports car racing
| through its co-operation with the Alan Mann team.
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were install
tion” run of at least 50 cars. In ord
ile in endurance ra
Ford (USA) turned to Ford (Great Brit
the division of the company which had the
most “European’ attitude to rac and
rallying. The British Ford manageme
was instructed to recruit designers and
engineers who would be able to build a
good-handling chassis using a *s al
engine with a higher horsepowe! pa-
city ratio.
Finding a suitable engine presented no
problems at all. In 1966 Ford had stepped
in to help Cosworth with the
development costs of the './
new DFV which had madea -
victorious debut at 7
Zandvoort in 1967, as
(literally) an integral
part of Jim Clark’s
Lotus 49.
The compact
racing V8 had all
the necessary
requirements:
notonlywas =
Ford’sname
emblazoned on
the cam box
covers, but its
capacity was spot
on the CSI's new limit.
The design of a suitable
chassis was entrusted to
Len Bailey, an Englishman

On the previous
two pages: a P68
competing in the

1968 Niirburgring

who had spent a short time to an F2 race that day 1000kms (8) and
at American Motors before switchingto  Hockenheim (where he was fatedtobekil-  the P69 during the
Ford at Dearborn. There he hadworkedon  led), for Brands Hatch Mann decided to 1969 Brands
the road car programme which culmina-  team McLaren with Spence and Hulme Hatch 1000kms
ted in the Escort, Cortina and Mustang with Rindt. Only McLaren/Spence were in (9). Opposite:
Bailey’s chassis experience had also  place at the start (where they had quali- cutaway drawing
been seen on the Ford Honker I, ahuge  fied in the middle of the front row) of the P68 in its
open two-seaterdesigned forthe Can-Am  because the other entry broke its engine, original version

racing. Ford brought the two men toge-  Bythetimethe race had beenrunningfor ~ PIus a rear view of
theragain: Bailey for his theoretical know- an hour, there were reasonable grounds the P68 in its ““Mk
ledge, Mann to put it into metal. foroptimism. The Ford was lying 2nd and 2 form (34)
When the Ford P68 appeared, the intrin-  putting up agood fight against the Pors- ~ showing the Ford-
sic conservatism of its engineering was che 907/8 roadsters of Siffert/Herrmann ~ Cosworth DFV and
concealed beneath a coupé body which and Mitter/Scarfiotti. Unfortunately, soon the “‘add-on’’ rear

combined simplicity of line with aracy,  afterwards the transmission failed. spoiler. The front
“touring” type of styling of undeniably At the Nirburgring 1000 Kms there were view shows the
aesthetic attraction. The chassis was two Fordsinthe entry, one for Richard Att- P68 in its "Mk 3"
straightforward, withamonocoque con-  wood/Frank Gardner, the other for Pedro form (note the
taining lateral fuel bag-tanks. The suspen-  Rodriguez/Chris Irwin. Once again front air dam). The
sionwas byWIshbone,_the gearboxaHew- though, there was to be only one Fnrc; other pictures
land. The aerodynamics, however, were  starting the race. The talented Irwin illustrate the P69
moreinteresting, havingbeendeveloped  already making an F1 name for himself (photos: DPP’:

in the RAF wind tunnel at Farnborough with BRM, was unfortunat
: ) ! eto
where research suggestedthatitshould  road during practice at Ftugpgl‘gtcz)itatlree-

.

drawing by Theo
Page)

98



T — ST gy
. 5 s T A

Denny Hulme in the “*high wing’’ 1969 version ofthe P68 (58) c_lur!'ng_rhe Brar‘lds
Hatch 1000kms, which also saw the debut of the P69 (57) with its interesting
driver-adjustable front wing. The remaining photos illustrate the 1968 cars (see
previous page). (photaos : DPPI}.

L - A

100

gedly the result of hitting arabbit and the
puncturing the critically-shaped nose-
>, Irwin survived, but severe head inju-
ries put an end to the Londoner's racing
career. After setting fifth fastest time in
tice, the other Ford hit several pro-
ofore being forced ingloriously to
retire with ignition failure.
Aerodynamically, Bailey's concept was
already being compromised, forin addi-
tion to the rear spoiler the Ford had now
acquired a chin spoiler at the I.rom_
Two weeks later the sole surviving P68
rancorchampsin Belgium for
ustralia's Frank Gardner

was at Spa-F

the 1000kms. A
and Germany's Hubert Hahne took pole
position with it at over 145mph, four

seconds faster thanthe Ford GT40 of Ickx
d Redman. All hopes of a win at last
v n|ueraliydrowned.forilwasraining
on Sunday and water on the ignition
broughtthe engineto awatery halton the
very first lap.

The P68 wasn’t brought out again until the
end of the season. In anon-championship
event at Silverstone, Gardner had been
chasing them uch more powerful LolaT70
Mark 3 of race winner Denny Hulme when
hewas eliminated by abroken camshatft,
a common failing of early DFVs. With
nothing much to show for the season,
Mann and Bailey agreed on some major
alterations for 1969. Influenced by deve-
lopments on the F1 front, they did an
aerodynamic volte face by switching from
apolicyof no downforce to the complete
opposite. Atthe Brands Hatch Six Hours
of 1969, the Denny Hulme/Masten Gre-
gory P68 was fitted with an enormous rear
wing. The pair qualified seventh, only to
retire very soon after the start with no oil
pressure. Mann's second carat thisrace
was a new shape, the Ford P69, an open
two-seater, 15 inches shorter than the
P68, fitted with front and rear wings atta-
ched directly to the suspension uprights:
An additional wing, adjustable forangle,
was fitted at the front.

This new prototype, which Ford regarded
as aracing laboratory, was more impres-
sive than beautiful. Driven in practice by
Brabham and Gardner, itdid not get tothe
start because, yetagain, itsengine failed.
By this stage Ford (Great Britain) was well
aware that the ambitious project was unli-
kely to produce results: the P68 and P69
with their F1-based Cosworth Formula 1
engines would never be winners. To
achieve anything they would need amuch
greater investment of cash and research
facilities. The P69 never reappeared on
the track, while the “winged’ P68 ended
its career at Silverstone, again in anon-
championship race, when it flew off the
road after Frank Gardner found a deep
puddle during the warming-up lap.
Luck has rarely been so cruel as it was to
be for Ford's racing efforts. But this long
drawn out saga virtually repeated itself
last year with the Ford C100 project In
which, to beginwith, Len Bailey was again
invalved. For 1983 the car was virtually
redesigned and entrusted to Gordon
Spice's private team at Silverstone, only
to have its wings clipped by Ford before
it got the chance to prove that it could live
up to expectations. In making their deci
sion to scrap the car, could it be that the
Ford chiefs had recalled the set-backs of
1968 and 1969?
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The world's best drivers will meet at the Gilles Villeneuve Circuit on
lle Notre-Dame, in Montreal next June 10, 11 and 12, for the Labatt
Grand Prix of Canada.

the start/finish line and the working pils.

1 Main Grandstands (A,B,C) $80.00 Thiea day lickols. Reserved seating in grandstands near

Cholce Grandatands (J,K,N) $50.00 Three Oay lickats Reserved seating in grandstands
with some of the best racing views on 1he track

Grandstands (D,E,F,G,H,L,M) $30.00 Three day lickets. Reserved seating good lor
Saturday and Sunday only.

You may purchase your tickels i fiately by teleph

usln? the Teletron” system, simply dial (514) 288-3782; ($1.50
service charge per ticket must be added to telephone orders).
Or at all Ticketron outlets, and at Compl Desjardins.

General admission {sunam g-Adults) Access (o the site with the exception of ?!ands tands
and specifically identilied resiricied areas. Friday, June 10 free - Saturday, June 1
$12.00 - Sunday, June 12 $15.00

General admission (Standing-Children, 12 Years and Under) Access to the site with the
axceplion of grandstands and specifically identified restricted areas. Friday, June 10 free
Saturday, June 11 $2.00 - Sunday, $5.00

Labatt Grand Prix of Canada is sanctionned
b
C.AS.C. and organized byF A.({
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