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Silent-film festival showcases historic organ

Louisville instrument
has unique features
By Sheryl Ededen
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When it comes to entertaining, the
77-year-old pipe ongan in Memorial Audito-
rium has gone from city royalty to relative
recluse.

“Before there was a Louisville Orchestra
or Louisville Ballet ... this was where people
wouldd come to hear good music and be en-
tertained,” Tim Baker said.

Baker has been the organist and caregiv-
er for the Memorial Auditorium instru-
ment for the past 33 years. He and others
have kept it working, but Baker said Memo-
rial Auditorium now has only about 15
events a year that call for organ music.

This weekend, he and other members of
the William H. Baver Foundation, a non-
profit group dedicated to the organ's resto-
ration, are holding their 12th Annual Silent
F’ihncms&ua:ﬁldmmauhl-
siast, had access to the Memorial Anditori-
um instrument and introduced Baker and
Phil Hines to it when Baker was about 16,
The pair have maintained it ever since.

The event will feature black-and-white
silent films from early in the last century
with icons Charlie Chaplin, Buster Keaton
and Laurel & Hardy.

The movies will be by or-
gan music played by Baker, a St. Regis Park-
area resident who also is the organist at

Harvey Browne Memorial Presbyterian
Church on Browns Lane and St. Frances of
Rome Catholic Church in Clifton.

Proceeds from the event will gotoward a
planned $110,000 upgrade of the organ’s
electrical system — part of an overall

phased restoration effort.

The organ fundraising group, formed in
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koep it in condition.
According to the Louisville Encyclope-
Memorial Auditorium pipe organ
was the largest built by Henry Pilcher's

dia, the
Sons, an a-pn—mdmzu?'o‘mpmy that relo-
cated to Louisville Chicago in the

1870 and dominated the area’s organ in-
dustry until World War IL

Known for their exceptional quality,
about 2000 Pilcher organs graced churches
mlthmtcd&xeslnd.bylhcwiy
1940s, more than 100 Louisville religious in-
stitutions used them.

Organists from around the world visited
to play at Memorial Auditorium until about
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books about 100 dates a year; Baker said he
physlheorpnﬁxaﬂyabanbevms
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ongan, Baker said that Memorial Auditori-
um’s organ is also unique because of its
ability to serve as both a concert and thea-
ter instrument.

l‘hm::rhnlcnes‘ of stops and gears it
plays real xylophones, snare drums, tri-
angles and other instruments stored in an-
other room.

All that lends itself well to movie scores,
some of which Baker admits to improvising
as the movie is

“Very few of these movies had scores. |
just watch the movie along with the audi-
ence, and when there's a love scene, I play
mmicm:ﬁc.ac}memlphycl'nse
typcm\mc he said.

John Ball, organ technician, onga-
nlsxandhstorywmllddhem)oyedpa!
festivals and the chance to see the organ in
action.

“They're fun, very different,” the La
Grange resident said of the silent films.
“Anyone who has an interest in anything
historical and in what was going on 100
years ago and how far technology has come
krw:ﬁshoukl o

In the midst of it all, Ball said, the audi-
ence should also take a moment to appre-
ciate what the organ, built and installed for
$75000,

represents.
“It would cost more than $1 million to re-
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Tim Baker said that Memorial Auditorium's
organ s unique because of its abllity to serve
as both a concert and theater instrument,

place now, I'm sure,” Ball said. “It's very
much a part of the city’s history. It should be
kept and it should be played.”

Reporter Sheryl Edelen can be reached at (502)
N|2<4aa.




