
For further information, contact your LAPD Senior Lead 
Officer: 

KNOLLS/LAKERIDGE: Senior Lead Officer Brian 
White. Email: 38074@lapd.online, 213-793-0702 

Neighborhood Prosecutor: Ethan Weaver 
ethan.weaver@lacity.org 

HOLLYWOOD MANOR: Senior Lead Officer Kurtis 
Delbar Email: 38887@lapd.online, 424-267-955  

Neighborhood Prosecutor: Kevin Dufner@lacity.org 
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CHARLES MALKI 
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Secretary, *Email Tree 
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VP Knolls

Neighborhood Watch, 

*Social


EILEEN PETERSON 
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VP Knolls
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Beautification, Social


MIRIAM  PALACIO

Blair Drive 
*Universal


*SHERICE RECKE

Neighborhood Watch


JOEL SAMUELS

North Knoll Drive 
*By-laws, *Traffic


DANIEL SAVAGE

North Knoll Drive 
President


Hollywood Knolls Community Club

3360 Barham Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA 90068

Representing the communities of Hollywood Knolls, 

Hollywood Manor and Lakeridge Estates

BRUSH CLEARANCE 
DEADLINE May 15 

Our neighborhood is in a VHFHSZ,

(Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone)


We’ve all received notices for Brush 
Clearance. Predictions are for an 

extremely severe fire season. 


LAFD begin inspections starting May 
15. Heavy fines levied if you are 
inspected and haven’t complied.


Be vigilant – Jerry Baker


Visit www.lafd.org/brush	 


LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Dear Neighbors,

A year ago, when we should have been celebrating weddings 
and graduations and looking forward to a summer filled 
with fun and long sunny days, we were instead plunged into 
darkness, suspended in a state of fear, uncertainty and 
hopelessness as COVID took hold.   All the while, we were 
actually the lucky ones, being able to “hunker down” in a 
beautiful neighborhood filled with people who showed care 
and kindness for each other and for the essential works who 
kept us safe and well-supplied.  And we learned to keep 
connected by seeing each other, but at a distance or 
virtually, via Zoom in the case of our last HKCC 
Stakeholders’ meeting.

With the miraculous arrival of vaccines, we now can looking 
forward to better days, but whatever passes as “normal” is 
still a far way off. In the midst of all this, we elected a new 
HKCC Board, a new HHWNC Board (and thanks again for 
trusting me to represent Area 1 in that organization) and a 
new Councilmember, Nithya Raman, who has appointed 
Rachel Fox as our new Field Manager.  We’re doubly lucky 
to have Rachel as not only is she the only one of the six CD4 
Field staff to have worked in an L.A. Councilmember’s office 
but she knows our neighborhood very well, having been our 
Field Deputy during part of Councilmember Ryu’s term. 
Rachel can be reached at rachel.fox@lacity.org.  Feel free 
to reach out to her and/or the HKCC Board at 
hollywoodknolls@yahoo.com if we can be of any help.

Kind regards,

Daniel Savage
President, 
Hollywood Knolls Community Club

SPRING 2021 NEWSLETTER 

Founded in the 1930s, the Hollywood Knolls Community Club (HKCC) is a not-for-profit, volunteer organization dedicated to addressing issues that affect 
our community and protecting the interests of our residents in the Hollywood Knolls, Hollywood Manor and Lakeridge Estates.
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While some kinds of violent crime have gone down, 
robberies have risen significantly in our city and in our 
neighborhood


Mail theft, packages purloined, backyards cased, cars 
ransacked, vehicles stolen – and now,  catalytic 
converters are stripped from cars in the quiet of the night.


According to the LA Times, the metallic parts of the 
required device that reduces the vehicle’s toxic emissions 
have become a windfall for thieves, who can make 
hundreds of dollars selling them to scrapyards.  Catalytic 
converters can be melted and the highly  valuable metals 
extracted.  Just an ounce can be worth thousands of 
dollars.  In LA County alone, the Sheriff’s Department 
reported a 400% increase in catalytic converter thefts 
from 2019 to 2020.  


What to do to lessen the opportunities?  Everything you 
can think of:  Garage your vehicle if possible, add motion 
control lighting, surveillance lights and cameras, and 
barking dogs.  :)


If it happens to you and your car, be sure to phone in a 
police report.  Whatever facts you supply, especially 
surveillance footage, help the police track criminal activity 
and criminals.  Use the non-emergency #877-275-5273, 
877-ASK-LAPD.


CRIME IN THE HILLLS 

New Target:  Catalytic Converters


	 	 —Eileen Peterson	 
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DANIEL SAVAGE
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President


Hollywood Knolls Community Club

3360 Barham Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA 90068

Representing the communities of Hollywood Knolls, 

Hollywood Manor and Lakeridge Estates

BRUSH CLEARANCE 
DEADLINE May 15 

Our neighborhood is in a VHFHSZ,

(Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone)


We’ve all received notices for Brush 
Clearance. Predictions are for an 

extremely severe fire season. 


LAFD begins inspections starting 
May 15. Heavy fines could be levied 

if your property is inspected and 
found not to be in compliance.


Be vigilant – Jerry Baker


Visit www.lafd.org/brush	 


CRIME IN THE HILLS

NEW TARGET:  CATALYTIC CONVERTERS


While some types of violent crime have gone down, 
robberies have risen significantly in our city and in our 
neighborhood.


Mail theft, packages purloined, backyards cased, cars 
ransacked, vehicles stolen – and now,  catalytic converters 
are stripped from cars in the quiet of the night.


According to the LA Times, the metallic parts of the 
required device that reduces the vehicle’s toxic emissions 
have become a windfall for thieves, who can make 
hundreds of dollars selling them to scrapyards.  Catalytic 
converters can be melted and the highly valuable metals 
extracted.  Just an ounce can be worth thousands of 
dollars.  In LA County alone, the Sheriff’s Department 
reported a 400% increase in catalytic converter thefts from 
2019 to 2020.  


What to do to lessen the opportunities?  Everything you 
can think of:  Garage your vehicle if possible, add motion 
control lighting, surveillance lights and cameras, and 
barking dogs.  :)


If it happens to you and your car, be sure to phone in a 
police report.  Whatever facts you supply, especially 
surveillance footage, help the police track criminal activity 
and criminals. Use the non-emergency line 877-275-5273, 
877-ASK-LAPD.


	 	 	 	 —Eileen Peterson


For further information, contact your LAPD Senior Lead 
Officer:


KNOLLS/LAKERIDGE: Senior Lead Officer Brian White 
Email: 38074@lapd.online, 213-793-0702 

Neighborhood Prosecutor: Ethan Weaver  
ethan.weaver@lacity.org 

HOLLYWOOD MANOR: Senior Lead Officer Kurtis Delbar 
Email: 38887@lapd.online, 424-267-9558  

Neighborhood Prosecutor: Kevin Dufner 
kevin.dufner@lacity.org. 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Dear Neighbors,

A year ago, when we should have been celebrating 
weddings and graduations and looking forward to a 
summer filled with fun and long sunny days, we were 
instead plunged into darkness, suspended in a state of 
fear, uncertainty and hopelessness as COVID took hold.   
All the while, we were actually the lucky ones, being able 
to “hunker down” in a beautiful neighborhood filled 
with people who showed care and kindness for each 
other and for the essential works who kept us safe and 
well-supplied.  And we learned to keep connected by 
seeing each other, but at a distance or virtually, via 
Zoom in the case of our last HKCC Stakeholders’ 
meeting.

With the miraculous arrival of vaccines, we now can 
look forward to better days, but whatever passes as 
“normal” is still a far way off.  In the midst of all this, 
we elected a new HKCC Board, a new HHWNC Board 
(and thanks again for trusting me to represent Area 1 in 
that organization) and a new Councilmemberß Nithya 
Raman who has appointed Rachel Fox as our new Field 
Manager. We’re  lucky to have Rachel as she knows our 
neighborhood very well, having been our Field Deputy 
during part of Councilmember Ryu’s term. Rachel can be 
reached at rachel.fox@lacity.org.  Feel free to reach out 
to her and/or the HKCC Board at 
hollywoodknolls@yahoo.com if we can be of any help.

Kind regards,

Daniel Savage
President, 
Hollywood Knolls Community Club

SPRING 2021 NEWSLETTER 

Founded in the 1930s, the Hollywood Knolls Community Club (HKCC) is a not-for-profit, volunteer organization dedicated to addressing issues that affect 
our community and protecting the interests of our residents in the Hollywood Knolls, Hollywood Manor and Lakeridge Estates.
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Report any party house or Airbnb issues to the 
non-emergency police number:  877-ASK LAPD 

—Also report the address to both your SLO and Neighborhood 
City Attorney so they know it's an issue.


—Either official can begin the process to start the escalating fine 
process under the Party House Protocol and Home Sharing 
Ordinance.  (See contact info, Page 1.)


—Ask affected neighbors to do the same. 

—More reports drive fines higher and higher.


— Daisy Marco


The Wonder View Circle, in the heart of the Knolls, received an extraordinary revamp at the start of 2021, initialed by longtime resident J. Paul Higgins           
and supported by dozens of enthusiastic and grateful neighbors.

“In the past few years I’ve watched nearby areas 
getting trashed,” J.Paul Higgins says. “Then COVID 
hit making things far worse. I felt helpless.   Like 
many in this neighborhood, we have a dog and 
every day I would walk with Zorro by the Circle. The 
city-owned property had been neglected and it 
looked pretty bad. 

“I knew that I was powerless to deal with the 
homeless problem and their overflowing garbage, 
but I also felt that if I really wanted things to be 
better, I should start here in our little corner of L.A.”


Responding to Higgins’ passion and motivation, nearby neighbors became donors: Rickey & Rachel Minor, Karen Rosen, Tom 
Otero & Melissa Farnsworth, Jerry Baker & John Provasoli, Kim & Donna LeMasters, Mark Kruger & Mel Lewis, Brad & Helene 
Warnaar, Boris & Heidi Borzajani, Dan & Mary Ellen Swietlik, Janet Woods & Melanie Steensland, , Ken Kwapis & Marisa Silver, 
Kifir & Nata Benshabu, Erin & Brian Rishwain, Stuart Ross & Kevin Trudgeon, Asmaa Gilliland,  Paul Wieselmann & Charlette 
Chamberlain, Rick Cullen & Debora Schulman, Caroline Gaynes, Don Mink, Damon Pease, Ian Killips & Manuel Dizon, George 
Andrajos, Jan & John Thompson,  Jayne & Michael Welter,  Stan Hathaway & J. Paul Higggins and the Hollywood Knolls 
Community Club contributed.  J. Paul calls out a very special thank you to Kim LeMasters who refinished the teak bench 
donated and dedicated by grateful, departing homeowners John Hampton and Tom Clark. 

J. Paul believes that folks who walk by the Circle now will experience a moment of beauty and hopefulness.

Since the City Council passed an 
ordinance restricting them from using 
local streets, tour vans are illegal and 
should be reported.  If you can, take a 
photo of the license, note the date and 
time, and get a phone number or 
company name.  If you want, call the 
company and tell them you’re making 
a one-time courtesy call; the next time 
you’ll call the Rangers and the 
perpetrators will get a hefty fine. 

SLOsKnolls and Lakeridge Estates:

MOUNT HOLLYWOOD RENAMED  
‘TOM LA BONGE SUMMIT’ 

Councilmember Represented CD4  

In March 2020 COVID-19 changed our lives. But Spring came anyway, followed by July 4th, Halloween, and Christmas too.   We loved Valentine’s Day and Spring gardens blooming with daisies, azaleas, roses and madeira.   Nature prevails, and so we will too.

Tom LaBonge was beloved. 
Not just because he served 
Los Angeles for so many 
decades. But because he 
brought so much energy and 
enthusiasm, so much decency 
and passion, so much genuine 
affection for everyone he met 
in his job as a public servant. 

PAGE 2 PAGE 3

WONDER VIEW CIRCLE GETS REVAMP FROM GENEROUS NEIGHBORS

Anyone who knew Tom could tell you one thing: he 
loved every facet of our city, but perhaps nothing was 
closer to his heart than Griffith Park, our crown jewel. 
He knew every inch of the trails, hikes, and hills. He 
walked through the park daily. And it is only fitting that 
his name should forever be attached to this 
extraordinary landmark.

So we are proud to announce that Mount Hollywood 
Summit — which overlooks the city, Griffith 
Observatory, and the entire park — will now be named 
the Tom LaBonge Summit.

—Mayor Eric Garcetti

THE MORE NOISE YOU MAKE
THE LESS NOISE THEY CAN MAKE 

SUPPORT HKCC WITH YOUR DUES
Seventeen HKCC board members volunteer year-round to keep you informed and connected to important  issues.  But 

the organization has operating  expenses: publishing print newsletter, liability insurance, email tree, signs, etc. During this 
year of great hardship, in lieu of the Annual Social Event, we made donations to Covenant House and A Million Drops, 

two local organizations that provide help for homeless families and youth in recovery,  

We also arranged for meals to be delivered to our Station 76 firefighters.


We’re there for you, please be there for us. 
$40 dues per household will cover annual expenses and keep us relevant.

Little Free Library on North Knoll Drive, 
beyond Lake Hollywood Dr. Take a book, 

maybe leave a book. Free to browse. 
            Built by Noah Meehan, 15. 

The Wonder View Circle was professionally landscaped with a border of 
Pennsylvania Blue Flagstone and planted with Agapanthus and Gold Lantana.

TOUR VANS ARE COMING BACK 

Email us at 
 hollywoodknolls@yahoo.com  
to join 500 of your neighbors  

who receive timely and useful notices 
 from our HKCC Email Tree. 

Lost pets, 
red flag days, 

local info. 
 Stay in the loop

BE LOCALTHINK LOCAL

Report any party house or Airbnb issues to the 
non-emergency police number:  877-ASK LAPD 

—Also report the address to both your SLO and Neighborhood 
City Attorney so they know it's an issue.


—Either official can begin the process to start the escalating fine 
process under the Party House Protocol and Home Sharing 
Ordinance.  (See contact info, Page 1.)


—Ask affected neighbors to do the same. 

—More reports drive fines higher and higher.


— Daisy Marco


The Wonder View Circle, in the heart of the Knolls, received an extraordinary revamp at the start of 2021, initialed by longtime resident J. Paul Higgins           
and supported by dozens of enthusiastic and grateful neighbors.

“In the past few years I’ve watched nearby areas 
getting trashed,” J.Paul Higgins says. “Then COVID 
hit making things far worse. I felt helpless.   Like 
many in this neighborhood, we have a dog and 
every day I would walk with Zorro by the Circle. The 
city-owned property had been neglected and it 
looked pretty bad. 

“I knew that I was powerless to deal with the 
homeless problem and their overflowing garbage, 
but I also felt that if I really wanted things to be 
better, I should start here in our little corner of L.A.”


Responding to Higgins’ passion and motivation, nearby neighbors became donors: Rickey & Rachel Minor, Karen Rosen, Tom 
Otero & Melissa Farnsworth, Jerry Baker & John Provasoli, Kim & Donna LeMasters, Mark Kruger & Mel Lewis, Brad & Helene 
Warnaar, Boris & Heidi Borzajani, Dan & Mary Ellen Swietlik, Janet Woods & Melanie Steensland, , Ken Kwapis & Marisa Silver, 
Kifir & Nata Benshabu, Erin & Brian Rishwain, Stuart Ross & Kevin Trudgeon, Asmaa Gilliland,  Paul Wieselmann & Charlette 
Chamberlain, Rick Cullen & Debora Schulman, Caroline Gaynes, Don Mink, Damon Pease, Ian Killips & Manuel Dizon, George 
Andrajos, Jan & John Thompson,  Jayne & Michael Welter,  Stan Hathaway & J. Paul Higggins and the Hollywood Knolls 
Community Club contributed.  J. Paul calls out a very special thank you to Kim LeMasters who refinished the teak bench 
donated and dedicated by grateful, departing homeowners John Hampton and Tom Clark. 

J. Paul believes that folks who walk by the Circle now will experience a moment of beauty and hopefulness.

Since the City Council passed an 
ordinance restricting them from using 
local streets, tour vans are illegal and 
should be reported.  If you can, take a 
photo of the license, note the date and 
time, and get a phone number or 
company name.  If you want, call the 
company and tell them you’re making 
a one-time courtesy call; the next time 
you’ll call the Rangers and the 
perpetrators will get a hefty fine. 

SLOsKnolls and Lakeridge Estates:

MOUNT HOLLYWOOD RENAMED  
‘TOM LA BONGE SUMMIT’ 

Councilmember Represented CD4  

In March 2020 COVID-19 changed our lives. But Spring came anyway, followed by July 4th, Halloween, and Christmas too.   We loved Valentine’s Day and Spring gardens blooming with daisies, azaleas, roses and madeira.   Nature prevails, and so we will too.

Tom LaBonge was beloved. 
Not just because he served 
Los Angeles for so many 
decades. But because he 
brought so much energy and 
enthusiasm, so much decency 
and passion, so much genuine 
affection for everyone he met 
in his job as a public servant. 
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WONDER VIEW CIRCLE GETS REVAMP FROM GENEROUS NEIGHBORS

Anyone who knew Tom could tell you one thing: he 
loved every facet of our city, but perhaps nothing was 
closer to his heart than Griffith Park, our crown jewel. 
He knew every inch of the trails, hikes, and hills. He 
walked through the park daily. And it is only fitting that 
his name should forever be attached to this 
extraordinary landmark.

So we are proud to announce that Mount Hollywood 
Summit — which overlooks the city, Griffith 
Observatory, and the entire park — will now be named 
the Tom LaBonge Summit.

—Mayor Eric Garcetti

THE MORE NOISE YOU MAKE
THE LESS NOISE THEY CAN MAKE 

SUPPORT HKCC WITH YOUR DUES
Seventeen HKCC board members volunteer year-round to keep you informed and connected to important  issues.  But 

the organization has operating  expenses: publishing print newsletter, liability insurance, email tree, signs, etc. During this 
year of great hardship, in lieu of the Annual Social Event, we made donations to Covenant House and A Million Drops, 

two local organizations that provide help for homeless families and youth in recovery,  

We also arranged for meals to be delivered to our Station 76 firefighters.


We’re there for you, please be there for us. 
$40 dues per household will cover annual expenses and keep us relevant.

Little Free Library on North Knoll Drive, 
beyond Lake Hollywood Dr. Take a book, 

maybe leave a book. Free to browse. 
            Built by Noah Meehan, 15. 

The Wonder View Circle was professionally landscaped with a border of 
Pennsylvania Blue Flagstone and planted with Agapanthus and Gold Lantana.

TOUR VANS ARE COMING BACK 

Email us at 
 hollywoodknolls@yahoo.com  
to join 500 of your neighbors  

who receive timely and useful notices 
 from our HKCC Email Tree. 

Lost pets, 
red flag days, 

local info. 
 Stay in the loop

BE LOCALTHINK LOCAL

 
Report any party house or Airbnb issues to the 
non-emergency police number:  877-ASK LAPD 

—Also report the address to both your SLO and Neighborhood 
City Attorney so they know it's an issue.


—Either official can begin the process to start the escalating fine 
process under the Party House Protocol and Home Sharing 
Ordinance.  (See contact info, Page 1.)


—Ask affected neighbors to do the same.  


—More reports drive fines higher and higher.


	 	 	 	 	 — Daisy Marco


The Wonder View Circle, in the heart of the Knolls, received an extraordinary revamp at the start of 2021, initialed by longtime resident J. Paul Higgins           
and supported by dozens of enthusiastic and grateful neighbors. 

“In the past few years I’ve watched nearby areas 
getting trashed,” Higgins says. “Then COVID hit 
making things far worse. I felt helpless.  Like many 
in this neighborhood, we have a dog and every day I 
would walk with Zorro by the Circle. The city-owned 
property had been neglected and it looked pretty 
bad.   I knew that I was powerless to deal with the 
homeless problem and their overflowing garbage, 
but I also felt that if I really wanted things to be 
better, I should start here in our little corner of L.A.”


Responding to Higgins’ passion and motivation, nearby neighbors became donors: Rickey & Rachel Minor, Karen Rosen, Tom 
Otero & Melissa Farnsworth, Jerry Baker & John Provasoli, Kim & Donna LeMasters, Mark Kruger & Mel Lewis, Brad & Helene 
Warnaar, Boris & Heidi Borzajani, Dan & Mary Ellen Swietlik, Janet Woods & Melanie Steensland, , Ken Kwapis & Marisa Silver, 
Kifir & Nata Benshabu, Erin & Brian Rishwain, Stuart Ross & Kevin Trudgeon, Asmaa Gilliland,  Paul Wieselmann & Charlette 
Chamberlain, Rick Cullen & Debora Schulman, Caroline Gaynes, Don Mink, Damon Pease, Ian Killips & Manuel Dizon, George 
Andrajos, Jan & John Thompson,  Jayne & Michael Welter,  Stan Hathaway & J. Paul Higggins and the Hollywood Knolls 
Community Club contributed.  J. Paul calls out a very special thank you to Kim LeMasters who refinished the teak bench 
donated and dedicated by grateful, departing homeowners John Hampton and Tom Clark. 


J. Paul believes that folks who walk by the Circle now will experience a moment of beauty and hopefulness.

Since the City Council passed an 
ordinance restricting them from using 
local streets, tour vans are illegal and 
should be reported.  If you can, take a 
photo of the license, note the date and 
time, and get a phone number or 
company name.  If you want, call the 
company and tell them you’re making 
a one-time courtesy call; the next time 
you’ll call the Rangers and the 
perpetrators will get a hefty fine. 


SLOsKnolls and Lakeridge Estates:  

MOUNT HOLLYWOOD RENAMED  
‘TOM LA BONGE SUMMIT’ 

Councilmember Represented CD4  

In March 2020 COVID-19 changed our lives. But Spring came anyway, followed by July 4th, Halloween, and Christmas too.   We loved Valentine’s Day and Spring gardens blooming with daisies, azaleas, roses and madeira.   Nature prevails, and so we will too.

Tom LaBonge was beloved. 
Not just because he served 
Los Angeles for so many 
decades. But because he 
brought so much energy and 
enthusiasm, so much decency 
and passion, so much genuine 
affection for everyone he met 
in his job as a public servant. 
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WONDER VIEW CIRCLE GETS REVAMP FROM GENEROUS NEIGHBORS

Anyone who knew Tom could tell you one thing: he 
loved every facet of our city, but perhaps nothing was 
closer to his heart than Griffith Park, our crown jewel. 
He knew every inch of the trails, hikes, and hills. He 
walked through the park daily. And it is only fitting that 
his name should forever be attached to this 
extraordinary landmark.

So we are proud to announce that Mount Hollywood 
Summit — which overlooks the city, Griffith 
Observatory, and the entire park — will now be named 
the Tom LaBonge Summit.

—Mayor Eric Garcetti

THE MORE NOISE YOU MAKE                      
THE LESS NOISE THEY CAN MAKE 

SUPPORT HKCC WITH YOUR DUES
Seventeen HKCC board members volunteer year-round to keep you informed and connected to important  issues.  But 

the organization has operating  expenses: publishing print newsletter, liability insurance, email tree, signs, etc. During this 
year of great hardship, in lieu of the Annual Social Event, we made donations to Covenant House and A Million Drops, 

two local organizations that provide help for homeless families and youth in recovery,  

We also arranged for meals to be delivered to our Station 76 firefighters.


We’re there for you, please be there for us. 
$40 dues per household will cover annual expenses and keep us relevant.

Little Free Library on North Knoll Drive, 
beyond Lake Hollywood Dr. Take a book, 

maybe leave a book. Free to browse. 
            Built by Noah Meehan, 15. 

The Wonder View Circle was professionally landscaped with a border of 
Pennsylvania Blue Flagstone and planted with Agapanthus and Gold Lantana.

TOUR VANS ARE COMING BACK 

Email us at 
 hollywoodknolls@yahoo.com  
to join 500 of your neighbors  

who receive timely and useful notices 
 from our HKCC Email Tree.  

Lost pets, 
red flag days, 

local info. 
 Stay in the loop

 

BE LOCALTHINK LOCAL

 
Report any party house or Airbnb issues to the 
non-emergency police number:  877-ASK LAPD 

—Also report the address to both your SLO and Neighborhood 
City Attorney so they know it's an issue.


—Either official can begin the process to start the escalating fine 
process under the Party House Protocol and Home Sharing 
Ordinance.  (See contact info, Page 1.)


—Ask affected neighbors to do the same.  


—More reports drive fines higher and higher.


	 	 	 	 	 — Daisy Marco


The Wonder View Circle, in the heart of the Knolls, received an extraordinary revamp at the start of 2021, initialed by longtime resident J. Paul Higgins           
and supported by dozens of enthusiastic and grateful neighbors. 

“In the past few years I’ve watched nearby areas 
getting trashed,” Higgins says. “Then COVID hit 
making things far worse. I felt helpless.  Like many 
in this neighborhood, we have a dog and every day I 
would walk with Zorro by the Circle. The city-owned 
property had been neglected and it looked pretty 
bad.   I knew that I was powerless to deal with the 
homeless problem and their overflowing garbage, 
but I also felt that if I really wanted things to be 
better, I should start here in our little corner of L.A.”


Responding to Higgins’ passion and motivation, nearby neighbors became donors: Rickey & Rachel Minor, Karen Rosen, Tom 
Otero & Melissa Farnsworth, Jerry Baker & John Provasoli, Kim & Donna LeMasters, Mark Kruger & Mel Lewis, Brad & Helene 
Warnaar, Boris & Heidi Borzajani, Dan & Mary Ellen Swietlik, Janet Woods & Melanie Steensland, , Ken Kwapis & Marisa Silver, 
Kifir & Nata Benshabu, Erin & Brian Rishwain, Stuart Ross & Kevin Trudgeon, Asmaa Gilliland,  Paul Wieselmann & Charlette 
Chamberlain, Rick Cullen & Debora Schulman, Caroline Gaynes, Don Mink, Damon Pease, Ian Killips & Manuel Dizon, George 
Andrajos, Jan & John Thompson,  Jayne & Michael Welter,  Stan Hathaway & J. Paul Higggins and the Hollywood Knolls 
Community Club contributed.  J. Paul calls out a very special thank you to Kim LeMasters who refinished the teak bench 
donated and dedicated by grateful, departing homeowners John Hampton and Tom Clark. 


J. Paul believes that folks who walk by the Circle now will experience a moment of beauty and hopefulness.

Since the City Council passed an 
ordinance restricting them from using 
local streets, tour vans are illegal and 
should be reported.  If you can, take a 
photo of the license, note the date and 
time, and get a phone number or 
company name.  If you want, call the 
company and tell them you’re making 
a one-time courtesy call; the next time 
you’ll call the Rangers and the 
perpetrators will get a hefty fine. 


SLOsKnolls and Lakeridge Estates:  

MOUNT HOLLYWOOD RENAMED  
‘TOM LA BONGE SUMMIT’ 

Councilmember Represented CD4  

In March 2020 COVID-19 changed our lives. But Spring came anyway, followed by July 4th, Halloween, and Christmas too.   We loved Valentine’s Day and Spring gardens blooming with daisies, azaleas, roses and madeira.   Nature prevails, and so we will too.

Tom LaBonge was beloved. 
Not just because he served 
Los Angeles for so many 
decades. But because he 
brought so much energy and 
enthusiasm, so much decency 
and passion, so much genuine 
affection for everyone he met 
in his job as a public servant. 
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WONDER VIEW CIRCLE GETS REVAMP FROM GENEROUS NEIGHBORS

Anyone who knew Tom could tell you one thing: he 
loved every facet of our city, but perhaps nothing was 
closer to his heart than Griffith Park, our crown jewel. 
He knew every inch of the trails, hikes, and hills. He 
walked through the park daily. And it is only fitting that 
his name should forever be attached to this 
extraordinary landmark.

So we are proud to announce that Mount Hollywood 
Summit — which overlooks the city, Griffith 
Observatory, and the entire park — will now be named 
the Tom LaBonge Summit.

—Mayor Eric Garcetti

THE MORE NOISE YOU MAKE                      
THE LESS NOISE THEY CAN MAKE 

SUPPORT HKCC WITH YOUR DUES
Seventeen HKCC board members volunteer year-round to keep you informed and connected to important  issues.  But 

the organization has operating  expenses: publishing print newsletter, liability insurance, email tree, signs, etc. During this 
year of great hardship, in lieu of the Annual Social Event, we made donations to Covenant House and A Million Drops, 

two local organizations that provide help for homeless families and youth in recovery,  

We also arranged for meals to be delivered to our Station 76 firefighters.


We’re there for you, please be there for us. 
$40 dues per household will cover annual expenses and keep us relevant.

Little Free Library on North Knoll Drive, 
beyond Lake Hollywood Dr. Take a book, 

maybe leave a book. Free to browse. 
            Built by Noah Meehan, 15. 

The Wonder View Circle was professionally landscaped with a border of 
Pennsylvania Blue Flagstone and planted with Agapanthus and Gold Lantana.

TOUR VANS ARE COMING BACK 

Email us at 
 hollywoodknolls@yahoo.com  
to join 500 of your neighbors  

who receive timely and useful notices 
 from our HKCC Email Tree.  

Lost pets, 
red flag days, 

local info. 
 Stay in the loop

 

BE LOCALTHINK LOCAL
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