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AAOS Opioid Initiatives

Advocacy Initiatives
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• Discussions for opioid-related legislation began as early 
as 2017: hearings, RFIs, briefings, round table 
discussion etc

• AAOS monitored all developments and provided input and 
feedback along the way

• Feb. 2018: Letter to Senate Finance
• March 2018: Letter to House Ways & Means 

• Ways and Means Committee Report quoted AAOS policy

• April 2018: Letter to Senate HELP
• April 2018: Letter to Energy & Commerce

AAOS supported two pieces of legislation:

1. HR 3528: Every Prescription Conveyed Securely Act
- would require electronic prescriptions for 
controlled substances

2. HR 4236: The MONITOR Act
- would establish minimum standards for 
Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs
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Advocacy Initiatives
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NOLC Opioid Discussions

• Opioid policy was one of the ‘asks’ at NOLC Hill 

Day on June 7, 2018
• AAOS members talked about various legislative 

proposals and explained the AAOS position on 

prescription limits, electronic prescribing, and 

mandatory opioid CME. 

• 412 scheduled meetings with members of the 

House, Senate, and staffers

• 280 orthopaedic surgeons participated

4

Final Opioid Package

On September 28, 2018 the final opioid package 
(HR 6), passed the House.

AAOS wins in bill:

• No limits on prescriptions

• Every Prescription Conveyed Securely Act 
included

On October 3rd, HR 6 passed the Senate

Next Steps: onto the President’s desk!
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AAOS Opioid Resources
Opioid PSA
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AAOS Opioid Resources
Pain Relief Toolkit
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Opioid Information Statement on “Opioid Use, 
Misuse, and Abuse in Orthopaedic Practice”
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AAOS Opioid Resources

AAOS Education Efforts
Instructional Course Lecture at Annual Meeting:

- “Risk Evaluation and Management Strategies 
for Prescribing Opioids”
- Developed by the Medical Liability Committee
- This ICL has been renewed for 2019

Webinar CMEs
- Developing three opioid CME programs for 

webinar delivery
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Other AAOS Opioid Initiatives
Partnership with American Society of 

Anesthesiologists 
- developing consensus reference guides for 

prescribing

Partnership with the American Medical 
Association

- Opioid Taskforce
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