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ByRobertLadbrook

Former McLaren Formula 1
team-mates Fernando Alonso
and Jenson Button both got their
firsttaste of the Le Mans circuit
atthe official test day last

LMP1 debuts thisyear.

Two-time world champion
Alonsoimpressed by settingthe
fastest time of the day yesterday
[Sunday]aboard the Toyota TS050
HYBRID he shares with Kazuki
Nakajima and Sebastien Buemi.

Alonsosetthe paceinthe
morningalso, with a3m21.468s
benchmark, before lowering that
witha3m19.066sin the afternoon
tofinish almosta second clear
of the sister Toyota handled
by Kamui Kobayashi.

Alonso completed 401aps of the
La Sarthe circuit—around 339
miles of running-across the day.
The Spaniard said he had worked
hard on his preparation forhisLe
Mans debut, and confessed to
watchingasmuch as 16 hours of
onboard footage fromlast year’s
raceas well asrunningmany
sessionsin the simulator.

When asked if he’d watched the
available footage [16 hours’ worth]
from the car of Buemi/Nakajima
and testdriver Anthony Davidson
duringlastyear’srace, Alonso
said: “Yes, I watched all of thatand
someraces from the pastalso,
videos, thelap from Kamuiin
qualifyingontheinternet-Ithink
TamaspreparedasIcanbe.

“Obviously thereal track and
thereal conditions are always
different because youdon’thave
the uphilland downhill on the
simulator. The adjustment to the
speed difference between cars
andtothetrafficis somethingthat
youdeveloponlyinthereal car
and with agood number of laps.

“Igotsomelonger runsthan [the
otherdrivers], but the programme
was quite even. Idid about 10 per
centmorethantheothers. Butit
wasalot of fun out there-the track
isbeautiful and fits perfectly with
the LMP1s. It wasenjoyable and we
got theinfo we needed from the test.

“Itwasavery good day for the
team. We obviously prepared for
thistestin the best way possible
before the bigrace. The carfelt
good from thefirstlapand
everyone was happy straight
away. Thenit wasjust getting
familiar with the circuit.”

Despite topping both the
morningand afternoon sessions,
the soleremaining LMP1
manufacturer team did not
enjoy asizable pace advantage
overits privateerrivals.

The #3Rebellion Racing R-13-
Gibson driven by Mathias Beche

Sorensen escaped accident

week ahead of theirrespective

Berthon topped
the LMP2 order

twice managed to split thefactory
cars, finishing 0.360s and 0.614s
behind Alonsorespectively.

Thesister #1Rebellion of
ex-Porsche drivers Neel Janiand
Andre Lotterer with Bruno Senna
wasfourth fastest in both sessions,
two seconds back.

TheRussian SMP Racingteam
annexed fifth and sixth in both
sessions with its BRE Engineering
BRE-AER BR1s, with the car
crewed by Button, Vitaly Petrov
and Mikhail Aleshin finishing
asthefastest of the two.

Button, whoisalsomakinghis
LeMansdebut this year around
hiscommitmentsracing with
Hondain Japanese Super GT, said
hefoundthetrack abaptism.

“Iwasreasonably happy [with
hisrunning], butinthe morning
Tjustfounditanother world -
drivingaround hereinacarl
don’treally know. Ifound it quite
disconcerting,” said Button, who
completed 20 laps across the day,
settingabest time of 3m24.002s -
comparabletothe car’sbest of
3m21.603s set by Petrov.

“But we made some good
changesoverlunch,andIwas
much happier with the carin
the afternoon.Thadalotmore
confidence. High speed, good
confidence, and the braking was
much bettertoo. Alotof the
cornershereareverytightand
they come up on you very quickly,
whichis very different from what
I'mused to.Idefinitely gotto grips
withitinthe afternoon, much
happier. But you always want
morerunning, and new tyres.

“Welostsometimeinthe
morning with asensorissue,
which was ashame. Then we had
anotherlittleissueafterlunch, so
ourtrack time was quitelimited. I
onlyranoneset of tyres, notanew
set.Idid 201aps, butlearntalot.
Thisplaceisallabout building
confidence and gaining time. You
cangooutandbeasquickasyou
can,butthere’sabigchance you’ll
go off. You’vereally got torespect
thiscircuit. It’s tough!

“Ifeel very confident now at
theend of the day, butI'd rather
havehad another501aps.”

Thenew Ginetta LMP1
machines struggled, finishing
the testalmostnine seconds off the
ultimate pace. The quickest car of
Oliver Rowland/Alex Brundle/
Oliver Turvey was still behind
the two fastest LMP2 machines.

Theoutingscomeasthecar’s
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Alonso and Button impress on their first

GRAND PRIX

firstreal group test, after they
were withdrawn from the Six
Hours of Spa due tofundingissues
forthe TRSM [Manor] team.
The carsran with their high-
downforce aeroKkit still fitted, with
anew low-dragvariantduetobe
ready for testing during race week.
Ginetta’s Lawrence Tomlinson
told DailySportscar.com: “We’re
heretocompete, and to show that
weare serious about LMP1. Thisis
afive-to 10-year commitment from
Ginettaand the commercial issues
for TRSM have meant that our
testingprogramme hasbeen
massively delayed, that shouldn’t
be confused with ourintention to
take this programme forward.”

Best of the rest

The DragonSpeed team topped
the LMP2times with Nathanael
Berthon puttingits ORECA-
Gibson 07 ninth in the overall
order. His effortleft the car

he shares with Pastor Maldonado
and Roberto Gonzalezjust0.024s
ahead of the IDEC Sport ORECA
of Paul-Loup Chatin.

FIA Formula E pointsleader
Jean-Eric Vergne puthis G-Drive
ORECA in third place. The
leading Ligier entry was United
Autosportsinsixth.

Porsche jumped ahead of Ford
inthebattle totop GTE Pro, with
Patrick Pilet fastestin the #93
CORE Autosport-run 911 RSR,
beatingthesister car of Gianmaria
Brunibya10th.

Andy Priaulx was thirdin the
lead Ford GT,just0.361s behind.

Aston Martinhad adifficult first
LM24test with itsnew Vantage
AMR challenger. Marco Sorensen
wasinvolved inaheavy accident
on therunto Indianapolis corner.
While the Dane escaped injury, the
team has confirmed that it will
have tobuild up afresh chassis for
therace duetothedamage.

Thesister car of Alex Lynn/
Maxime Martin/Jonny Adam
broughtuptherear of theclass,
justshy of five seconds down
ontheleading Porsche.

The Dempsey-Proton Porsche
squad moved to the top of the
GTE Amtimesattheend of the
afternoon session, which was
brought toaprematurefinish by
afourthredflagof theday.

Julien Andlauer seta3m55.970s
inthe#77911 RSR toknock
Giancarlo Fisichella’s #54 Spirit
of Race Ferrari488 GTE off the
topof thetimes.
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outings at La Sarthe

Alonso topped the times
during both testing sessions
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Butto_r:was a bit daunted by Le Mans track
Briton handled the
! SMP Racing ORECA

POS| NO|DRIVERS | TEAM/CAR | TIME |GAP
1| 8 |Sebastien Buemi/KazukiNakajima/FernandoAlonso | Toyota GazooRacing TSO50HYBRID _ [3m19.066s | |

LMP2

1| 31 | PastorMaldonado/Nathanael Berthon/Roberto Gonzalez | DragonSpeed ORECA-Gibson 07 3m27.228s |- |
2 | 48 Paul-Loup Chatin/Memo Rojas/Paul Lafargue IDEC Sport ORECA-Gibson 07
Jean-Eric Vergne/Roman Rusinov/Andrea Pizzitola G-Drive Racing (TDS) ORECA-Gibson 07 3m28.394s  |+1.166s

1 | 93 | Nick Tandy/Patrick Pilet/Earl Bamber Porsche GT Team (CORE) Porsche 911 RSR  |8m52.5651s
i/Richard Lietz/Frederic Makowiecki Porsche GT Team (Manthey) Porsche 911 RSR |3m52.647s +0.096s
Andy Priaulx/Harry Tincknell Ford Chip Ganassi Team UK Ford GT 3m53.008s

Matt Campbell/Julien Andlauer/Christian Ried Dempsey-Proton Racing Porsche 911 RSR ~ [3m55.970s |- |
"'”‘“"w;z;" 2 Giancarlo Fisichella/Francesco Castellacci/Thomas Flohr | Spirit of Race (AF) Ferrari 488 GTE
p— s 3 | 61  MattGriffin/Keita Sawa/Mok Weng Sun Clearwater Racing Ferrari 488 GTE 3m56.672s | +0.702s
= Bold denotes driver who set fastest time

Ginettais playing catch up, but still has high hopes for LMP1

PH
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F1 ROUND-UP

Tuned Leclexc
Charles Leclerc says he
willtry not to listen too
much to the “amazing”
praise he has been
receiving fromF1’s
biggest names. Both
Sebastian Vettel and
Lewis Hamilton said
before the Monaco GP
that the hype around
Leclerc as one of the
future stars of the sport
was justified. “To have
these drivers speak about
me this way is crazy,”
said Leclerc.

Renault’s axe
Renault scrapped its own
version of the halo-mounted
mirror after the FIA outlawed
Ferrari's original design atthe
Spanish GP. Ferrari's
concept featured an upper
‘wing' that the FIA deemed
wasn't essential forthe
mounting of the part. Renault's
design had one winglet
sprouting from the halo with
the mirror attached
underneath.

Mallya steps
Vijay Mallya has resigned
as adirector of the
Forcelndiateamandis
expected to hand the
board role to his son,
Siddarth, but he will
remain as the team
principal. Mallya said
he made the decision to
focus on his own legal
issues as he doesn’t
want them impacting
upon the team.

Bigwheels
Aswitch from 13-to 18-inch
wheelsin Formula 1is part of
the proposed rules package
for 2021. Pirelli has pushed
forthe move before, but was
met with opposition from the
teams which suggested it
could meanincreased
development costs for
suspension parts. Alower-
profile tyre would fit closer to
road car technology.

Great tracks
New tracks will have to
prove they can provide
‘great’ racing if they are
to claim a place on the

F1 calendar, according

to chairman Chase Carey.
New tracks in Miamiin
America and Vietnam

are being discussed, but
Carey said: “First,we
want to make sure that
itis greatforarace. While
we build all the things
around it, it starts with
having a track that
provides a great race.”

Advertis
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By Robert Ladbrook competition. “It definitely isa challenge thatI’'vehad withmy

Lewis Hamilton says what is
shaping up to be a three-way
battle for the world championship
thisyearranks as the biggest
challenge he’s had since he
joined Mercedes.

The four-time world champion
currently sits atop the championship,

three-way fight for it this year,” said
Hamilton. “Ferrari, I think, are still
the strongest. Their car was quick in
Monaco, their car was working quite
well through the whole season sofar
and they have dropped the ball a few
times and we’ve capitalised on that so
we are further ahead than we would
beif everyone had done the same job.

boys [Mercedes], butI'mloving

that challenge.I'mlovinghavingto

dip super deepintomy technical

knowledge and learning more and how

Ican communicate, howIcanpick the

right set-up-all the different things.”
Red Bull’stitle chanceslikely hinge

on the progress of Renault’s update

package, whichisduetoarrivein time

Daniel Ricciardo’s
options for his future
aremore limited than

they appear, according

to Lewis Hamilton.
Despiterepeated

speculation that

he’sbeing courted by

havingscored two victoriessofar
this year. However, Hamilton’sleadisa
slender one, with Ferrari’s Sebastian
Vetteljust 14 points back,and Monaco
GP winner Daniel Ricciardo 38 behind.

Both Vettel and Ricciardo have
alsoequalled Hamilton’s victory
tally this year. With each driver
winning twice across the first six
races of the season sofar.

Ahead of this weekend’s seventh
round in Montreal, Canada, Hamilton
said he was enjoying the renewed

“ButIstill feel they’re the strongest
and Sebastian has been doingthe
strongestjob. Butitisathree-way
battle.Ithink Red Bull potentially
have an upgrade coming engine-wise,
soit will beinterestingto see their
performance and they will continue
to get stronger through the year.

“I'mtellingyou, we’redoingall we
cantowintheseraces—andthen Red
Bull wins, then Ferrari wins, and then
we win. It’sgreattohave thatand
personallyIloveit. It’sthe biggest

fortheracein Canada. However, Red
Bullmay notrunit this weekend due
toonly six units beingready across
the six Renault-powered cars.
Ricciardo believes a third win before
the summer break will be essential
if heistobeadark horseforthetitle.
“Lewis still has a good buffer on
me, butit’snotimpossible,” he said.
“We’ve probably got to prove on atleast
oneother circuit before the break that
we can win again, and then maybe
we’ve gotanicelittle outside chance.”

possibly toreplace
Valtteri Bottas at the
latter when his deal
ends this year.
“Ican’timagine how
he’smentally
positioned himself,”
said Hamilton. “[Red
Bull]is still a strong
team, they’ve got good
potential moving
forwards. I would

Ferrariand Mercedes,

ing enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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The top three have
B slugged it out so far

Hamilton: Ricciardo’s options

imagine his futureis
there, but he’s one of
thetopdriverssoI'm
sure he has options.”
Hamilton believes
Ricciardoisthe
number one driver at
Red Bull, and that he
should feel valued by
the team he drives for.
“Daniel’sthelead
driver at Red Bull. But
he’s got ateam-mate
thatis, from whatI
hear, makingalot more
money and yet he’s
[Ricciardp] more
consistent, keeping
the cartogetheralot
more. It’simportant
that you feel valued.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

Ferrari star Raikkonen goes legal over extortion claims by female based in Montreal

A complainthasbeenmadeto
policein Canada on behalf of
Ferraridriver Kimi Raikkonen
allegingheisthe victim of
extortion by awomanin Montreal.
The complaint, filed by a
Montreal legal firm workingfor
Raikkonen, claims he has been
threatened with publicaccusations
of sexual misconductunless he
provided financial compensation.

In2016the woman alleged online
thatshe wasinvolved inanincident
withanunnamed F1driver and his
friend while she was workingata
bar after that year’s Canadian GP.

Sheclaimed theintoxicated
driver touched her breast while she
was workingasa waitress and that
ananonymousfriend puthishand
down the front of her underwear.

Earlier this year she published a

follow-up statingthat she had
protected the driver toolongand
wouldnow act.

A representative of Raikkonen’s
legal team in Montreal told MN’s
sister title Autosportthatthe
woman informed them of the
initial accusations.

They thenreceived aletterlast
week, on May 23, stating she would
gopublic with the accusations

without recompense, which the
representative told Autosportwas
a‘“huge” amount of money.

Hesaid Raikkonen denies the
allegations completely and the
only course of action to “protect
thedriver’sreputation” wasto
filean extortion complaint. A
resolutionisnotexpected for
several months, especially if it
involves courtaction.

Raikkone ployed lawyers

@MNmotorsport
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‘Full Iist of the
runners and riders’
Le Mans preview, p23

Photos: Porsche

PORSCHE RUNS RETRO LIVERIE

Porsche has unveiled retro liveries that two of its GTE Pro class factory entries will run in this month’s Le Mans 24 Hours to
celebrate the manufacturer’s 70 years in sportscars. One of Porsche’s regularWorld Endurance Championship entries willuse
the same colours as the Rothmans Porsche 956 and 962C Group C cars that competed in the 24 Hours in 1982-’87. The other
Manthey-runWEC carwill race at Le Mans on June 16/17 with the ‘Pink Pig’ colour scheme first run on the widebody Porsche
917/20 thattook partinthe French enduroin 1971. The inside of the garages from which the Manthey factory squad will run the
cars hasalsobeen given aretro look for Le Mans (see right).The cladding has a brick effect to mimic the old pits that were in

placebetween 1956 and 1990.

Photos: LAT

Seefried,Klien and Costa victorious

Lexus takes first win
after Blancpain thriller

A Lexuswon aBlancpain GT Series
raceforthefirsttime after takingthe
lead on thelastlap of a truly incredible
Endurance Cupraceat Paul Ricard
last weekend.

The Bentley Continental crew of
Jordan Pepper, Steven Kane and Jules
Gounon-which qualified 18th -
claimed thelead with 40 minutes of the
six-hour contest remaining when the
SMP Racing Ferrari 488 of Miguel
Molinalosta wheel.

Butafteralate full course yellow for a
damaged kerb, the Emil Frey Lexus RC
Fof Marco Seefried, Christian Klien
and Albert Costa closed rightinand
Costapounced with three cornersto go.

Forthefirstfive hours, therace was
controlled by the Garage 59 McLaren
650S of Ben Barnicoat, Andrew Watson
and Come Ledogar. They had builta
20-second advantage until two
consecutive safety cars bunched the
pack up and erased theirlead.

The Ferraricrew then used their
shorter joker pitstop to grabfirst place
after the final round of stops-with
more woe followingfor the Garage 59
McLarensquad astheyreceived a
drivethrough penalty for having two
mechanicsin the working area of the
pitlane when the car departed. Despite
this, Barnicoat, Watson and Ledogar
still took third behind the Bentley.

Further back, there was some
successfor McLaren still as Alexander
West, Chris Harrisand Chris
Goodwin won the Am class.

The start of the second
IndyCar race from Detroit
was delayed by nearly 40
minutes after the safety car
crashed while leading the
field on the formation lap.
Ryan Hunter-Reay won the
race after passing Andretti
Autosportteam-mate
Alexander Rossi late on
torecord his first victory
since 2015. Scott Dixon
won the first race in Detroit,
holding off a late charge
from Hunter-Reay...
Reigning NASCAR Cup series
champion Martin Truex Jr held
on through a spate of late
cautions to take his second

victory of the season at Pocono.

: The Furniture Row Racing driver
* ranconsistently in the top five

: throughout, and kept ahead of

: the pack during two caution

: periods in the last 20 laps to win
: by2.4seconds... The World

: Touring Car Cup’s Argentina
: round has been dropped for
: 2018 and will be replaced

: with an eventin Slovakia.

: The Termas de Rio Hondo

¢ circuitwas a permanent

: fixture on the World Touring
: CarChampionship calendar
: from 2013 until the

: category’s final season

: lastyearbut has been

: replaced by the Slovakia

: Ring due to economic

¢ difficulties... Australian

: Supercars is investigating

: hybrid technology as a possible
: option forits Gen3 regulations,
: series boss Sean Seamer has

: confirmed. Seamer explained

: thatthe hybrid talks are still in

: theirinfancy, but he hopes to

: have itlocked down by the end

: ofthis yearto give competitors

: time to get organised with the

* Supercars commission

: currently investigating how it 4
: couldbeincorporated...Aftera :
: number of clutch and engine :
: management problems, an :
: update is expected for the

: new Formula 2 car for Paul
: Ricard later this month,

: which is expected to fix

! bothissues...

= =

: Hunter-Reaywon after safety car driver’s crash caused long delay

Paffett was furious after crash thatinjured three marshals

Paffett slams officials after ‘embarrassing’ handling of pit crashes

DTM driver Gary Paffett has hit
outatofficialsafter Lucas Auer,
Edoardo Mortaraand Bruno
Spengler were disqualified from
thesecond Hungaroringrace
following pitlane incidents.

Three pitlane marshals were
airlifted to hospital withleg
injuries after Auer, whohad
qualified on pole, was unable to
stop entering his pitbox and
slithered into them.

Onelap later, fellow Mercedes
driver Mortaraknocked over his
pitgantry, while BMW man
Spengler collided with one of his
mechanics, albeit without
causinginjury.

Therace was duly red-flagged,
although all three continued and
finishedin the top 10.

Butthey werelater disqualified
after stewardsruled theaccidents

hadbeen an infringement of
article 30.9 of the sporting
regulations, which states: “The
driver mustreduce speed assoon
ashejoins the deceleration zone
sothathecan stophiscaratthe
pits without endangering other
participants or the marshals.”
Paffett, the 2005 champion,
criticised the stewards, tweeting:
“With the pitlanein the
condition it wastoday it was
nearly impossible not tocrash.”
Paffetthad earlierlambasted
thedecisiontoonlyredflagthe
raceafterall threeincidents
happened, saying Mortara’s
crash “could haveKilled people”.
“The wholerace was disastrous,
itwasthe mostembarrassing
DTMraceI'vebeeninoverthe
last15years,” hesaid.
“Honestly don’t know how you

canletarace carry on withaguy
with abrokenlegin the pitlane.

“How can you have an
ambulance parked in the pitlane
and let people do pitstopsona
surfacethat youalready seeis
likeice?Idon’t understandit.

“Assoonasyouseeone
accidentlike that, youredflag
theraceimmediately. You know
people are gonna make pitstops
becauseitisraining. Edohit the
pitgantry andit could have
killed people.”

Auer spoke of hisregret after
theincident, sayinghis “heart
wasn’tin therace anymore” and
called onthe DTM to ensure that
theincidentisnotrepeated.

BMW driver Marco Wittmann
won therestarted race after
Mercedes’ Paul di Restahad
triumphed in the opening contest.
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BTCG WANTS TO REDUCE.
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BTCC may be too
crowded in paddock
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By Matt James

British Touring Car
Championship series
director Alan Gow says
itishisdesiretoseea
maximum of 26 cars on
the grid in the future.
Thirty-two cars participate
intheseries presently, and
eachentryhasaTOCABTCC
Licence [TBL], which secures
their place in theline-up. This

R OFEN

SBS want tn tl’ im amnunt

system was implemented for
the 2014 season onwards.

TBLs can be sold or leased
between teams with the
approval of TOCA. But, if a
team defaults on the conditions
of the TBL, which include
appearance at every round and
stipulations over the number
of driver swaps duringthe
year, then the TBLis forfeited.

Gow said that the current
32-carline-up meantthe BTCC

i3

was atits verylimit, and
hehadadesire toslash that
number by six.

“I'would prefer for there to be
lessand, infact,I’'ve been telling
the teams over thelast couple of
yearsthat I want toreduce the
grid size.’'mnot going tojust
takeateam’s TBLfrom them,
sohave been hopingit will be
achieved through natural
attrition,” said Gow. “Each
year, the teams bring more and

moreKkit with them and you
only havetolook at the paddock
—atsome smaller venues, we
are simply burstingat the
seams. High numbers can also
create problems on-track: for
example on the tight Indy track
atBrands or at Knockhill, with
the carsso close there arejust
too many cars fighting for the
same piece of track.

“Amore consolidated entry
would be better for everyone.”

DPE withdraws from Brands Hatch meeting with engine issues

DPE Motorsport was forced
to withdraw its two Alfa
Romeo Giuliettasfrom the
TCRUKracesat Brands

Hatch-leavingjust12carson

the grid -after both suffered
unrelated engine problems
in qualifying.

Debutant Robert Gilmour -

who wasreplacing Aiden
Moffatatthe team after the
BTCCdriver quitthe series—
was able to set the eighth
fastest time before his car
blew a valve, while the sister

BMR boss Scott
(left) will join TCR §

car of Derek Palmer Jrhada
head gasketfail. The engines
have now been sentback to
Italy for further analysis.
“These carsarenew—itjust
takesaminute to getthem
sorted,” said team boss Derek
Palmer Sr. “We're doing
ourtestingin the public.”
Theteam has been struck
by poor reliability atall three
TCR UK meetings, but Palmer
confirmed it will be present
atthenextround at Castle
Combe next month, with

further testing planned.
“We’ve had twomajor
breakdowns but we’lljust
overcomeit,” added Palmer.
“We’lldo whatever it takes.
Thecars will beright. Alfa
Romeoisverykeenthatthe
carsareright, we’rekeen
thatthe carsareright.”
Even with the addition
of Alex Morgan’s Renault
Megane, with the Alfasout,
theseriesstillhad fewer cars
thanthe 13ithad foritsfirst
raceat Silverstone.

| —

Alfas were arare sght at Brands Hatch as th hadissues

Warren Scott set to join TCR UK, forming a two-car BMR entry

Team BMRis set tofield two

carsin TCR UK from the next
round of the championship at

Castle Combe after plans for
team boss Warren Scott to
jointhe seriesat Brands
Hatch fell through.

The squad has run British
Touring Car Championship
driver Josh Pricein afirst-

generation Honda Civic since

round two at Knockhill, with

Scott now intending tojoin
him for the rest of the season.
After missing out on one of
the similar FK2-shape Civics,
another option was for Scott
tousethe car vacated by
championship frontrunner
Ollie Taylor, who has upgraded

toanewer FK7model. However,

itcould not be preparedin time.
“Thefirst car never
materialised, and then I was

goingtoborrow acar from
Mark [Hunt] at Pyro and
unfortunately he couldn’t get
itready intime,” said Scott.
“Ithink Ishould go well [at
Castle Combe]. From my days
onmotorcycles,I’ve done alot
of laps round Castle Combe.
“We should be running with
Josh and myself for the rest of
the year and thenlookingata
proper challenge next year.”

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Kent’s move

Ford Fiesta Championship regular
Bradley Kent switched to the Mazda
MX-5 Supercup for last weekend’s
round at Brands Hatch, making his
rear-wheel-drive debut. Kent, younger
brother of TCR UK driver Lewis, qualified
19th and took a best finish of 13th over
the threeracesin a car prepared by
MX-5 specialist Paul Sheard.

Kendrick’s woe

Simon Kendrick was twice denied a

shot at victory in the MG Owners’ Club
Championship races at Donington Park last
weekend when his car expired in a cloud
of steam. The double series champion led
the opening five laps of the first race from
pole before his MG F overheated. Inrace
two he was second to Martin Willis before
developing a misfire that preceded further
engine overheating.

Simmons tops test

British Formula 4 points leader Ayrton
Simmons topped the times in the series’
official test day at Croft on Monday. The
JHR Developments driver’s time was
just six thousandths of a second faster
than Arden racerJack Doohan. Double
R’s Kiern Jewiss, who is second in the
points, was fourth. The next rounds

of the championship take place at
Oulton Park this weekend.

Stratton to hold test day
Stratton Motorsport will hold a test day over
the coming months in an attempt to finda
driver forits BRDC British Formula 3 team.
Stratton attempted to enter the 2018 season
but has missed all three rounds so far as no
suitable driver was found. Race manager
David Kershaw said: “We were asked if we
wanted to break the cars down for spares
but we weren't prepared to do that, we still
want to run them. That's our ambition.”

BTCC ace won’t have time for TCR

Tordoff out of time to
make Brands TCR debut

British Touring Car Championship
racer Sam Tordoff says he was
disappointed tomiss out on making
his TCR UK debut at Brands Hatch
last weekend asitrepresented hisfinal
chanceto tackle the series this year.
The former BTCC runner-up said
hewasinitially looking at the series
in conjunction with his touring car
boss, Motorbase Performance’s David
Bartrum, at the start of the season.
Motorbase shelved its TCR plans
earlier this year, but Tordoff still
wanted to tackle the round but ran
out of time to organise a fresh deal.
“Thad forgotten that [the Brands Hatch
rounds] were coming up so quickly,”
said Tordoff. “Irushed around and
tried to get something organised with a
new team, but we just couldn’t make it
happen. Iwanted to sample TCR just
tosee what they arelike—-Ihave never
driven one but they look like good fun.
“The only problem is that with
my work, BTCC and historicracing
commitments, I won’t have the time
todo any of theremaining rounds.”
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Win on China GT
debut for Fagg

British GT4 frontrunner
Charlie Faggmade a
winning debutin the
China GT Championship
at the Zhejiang Circuit
last weekend.

Fagg, whois part of the
McLaren GT young driver
programme, swapped
his Tolman Motorsport-
run McLaren 570S GT4
for asimilar car run by
Winning Team. He shared
the car with fellow Briton
David McIntyre.

Having taken pole and
led race one, Fagg/
McIntyre finished fourth
after losing time behind
asafety car cost them
positions. The pair then
made no mistakes in
race two to win.

“What a feeling,” said
Fagg. “The team and
David were sublime.
Hopefully I will return
soon to try and keep
McLaren where it should
be, on the top step.”

@ The British GT3 grid
will swell to 14 cars for
this weekend’s
Silverstone 500
showpiece with the
addition of an Aston
Martin Vantage run by
Ultimate Speed. Mike
Brown and Matt
Manderson will share
the car. The pair’s most

An eligibility row led to three cars
inthe Mazda MX-5 Supercup running
inaninvitation class at Brands Hatch
last weekend.

Nick Boon, Geoff Gourietand Tom
Parker were forced to race for no points
after beingunable to fit the requisite
air filter system to their cars, although
Parker managed to source one

—

VX-5/4IR FILTER CONFUSION
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Some drivers weren’t
eligible for points

recent British GT
appearance came at
Brands Hatch last year.

overnightforracestwo and three.
Confusion emerged over differing
interpretation of regulation 5.7.5, which
states: “Itis permitted toreplace the
standard induction system cold air pipe
and filter with an aftermarket induction
kit,i.e. Pipercross universal VM7100.”
Some drivers had taken this wording to
mean that other aftermarket brand kits

Ahmed ‘not thinking ahout the championship’ after taking F3 series lead

Formula 3 European Championship
leader Enaam Ahmed believes that he
isfar from being the title favourite,
despite histwo winsin last weekend’s
Hungaroring round propelling him
into the serieslead.

The 18-year-old vaulted fellow Briton
Dan Ticktum for the championship
advantage with his first win on
Sunday, and his second victory later
that day put him 18 points in front of
Ferrariprotege Guan YuZhou and 20

Reigning BRDC British F3
champion Ahmed’s victories came
on the heels of hisfirst podium
finish, a second place in the Pau
Grand Prix at the opening round
onthe French street circuit.

“The start of this season has
surpassed my expectations, for my
firstrace I would have been happy to
getatop10,” said the Hitech GP driver.
“Inever thoughtIwould beina
position to fight for the championship.

championship,I'mjustgoingtotry
and go for wins and pole positions.

“This championshipis such adifferent

league [to anythingI've done before] I
don’t wanttolook intoittoomuch.”
Ticktum, whobeat Ahmed tothe
2017McLaren Autosport BRDC
Award, took victory in the opening
race of the weekend.
@ Fortec Motorsportsreturned to
European F3last weekend with Petru
Florescuand recorded abestresult of

could also be used on their cars.

A clarification was then issued to state
that “the Pipercross Venom universal
VMT7100is the part that mustbe used”.

Anumber of drivers changed to the
correct part between qualifying and the
firstrace and were allowed to compete
asnormal.

The British Racing and Sports Car

Club’s competitions director Dominic
Ostrowski commented: “It’s unfortunate
for [the affected drivers] but we had to
draw theline and say thatis the
regulation. It had been brought to our
attention that some of them weren’t
runningto theregulations so that was
the best option to allow them to stillrace
this weekend.”

clear of Red Bull Junior Ticktum.

“I'mnotthinking aboutthe

19thinracethree.

Ahmed nowleads European F3 standings after taking two wins at the Hungaroring

Reigning Swedish Clubmans
champion Monika Arvidsson
made her UK racing debut
at Donington Park last
weekend in the equivalent
British Automobile Racing
Club-run series.

The 17-year-old began
her career in karting aged
seven, progressing to

winning the title the
following year.

Arvidsson said: “This is my
third season [of car racing]
and my first time in England.
There’s more good drivers
in good cars here so there’s
more competition.

“The circuitis so much fun.
The elevation changes are

Clubmans in 2016 and wonderful. It’s the best circuit
= — finishing runner-up in and everythingis just better
her first season before here in my opinion.”

From Sweden to the UK: Arvidssonracedin Briain for the fist time at Donington Par

Swedish Clubmans driver makes UK debut, three more outings planned

Although Arvidsson is
driving the same Mallock
Mk29 as she did in Sweden,
adapting from rolling starts
tothe BARC’s standing starts
cost her positions off the
line but she recovered to
claim two second places
across the three races.

Arvidsson will enter a
further three rounds at
Snetterton, Anglesey
and Silverstone this year.

LMP3 and GT Cup attract low numbers for Spa-Francorchamps

Low grid numbers were
evidentin the combined
LMP3 Cup and GT Cup

races at Spa-Francorchamps
last weekend asjust 16 cars
took part.

Only four LMP3 cars
competedin bothraces,
matching the same number
thatinitially took partin
the previous round at
Brands Hatch.

Tony Wells and Colin Noble

- - RIS R

took victory inrace one for
Ecurie Ecosse/Nielsen
Racingin their Ligier JSP3,
while Mectech Motorsport
duo Duncan Williams and
Bradley Smith won the
second aboard a Norma M30.
Twelve cars competed in
the GT Cup acrossfive
divisions, with two-time GT
Cup champion Paul Bailey
takinghis first class win
sincereturningto the series.

Alongside Phil Glew,
the pair won the second
GTCraceina Ferrari 488
Challenge, while Laki
Christoforou and Fulvio
Mussi won the first, also
in a 488 Challenge.

Overall GT Cup honours
went to Nigel Hudson and
Adam Wilcox (Aston
Martin Vantage GT3) and
Gareth Downing (Mosler
MT900) respectively.

4P . ' -~
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Only four LMP3 cars raced at Spa, while there were 12 cars in GT Cup across five differnt clases
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Welham (r) will make the step up

Karters to make the
jump to F1000 series

A pair of promising 16-year-old karters
will join the F1000field later this year.
Highly-rated Rob Welham —-who was
rookie championin the Super One Junior
TKM serieslast year and is targetingthe
title thisterm-will make hisdebutin
the Rockingham races on June 23/24.
Thenlaterin the year successful
clubkarter Reece Lycett will also
compete, with both drivers having
benefited from the F1000iZone
driver development programme.
“IThad an amazingtest day with the
JediRacing Carsfactory team,” said
Welham, who will be 60 years younger
than the oldest competitor on the grid—
Peter Lague—at Rockingham. “Thad
afew prepsessionsatiZoneonthe
simulator but nothing prepared mefor
how Ifelt after thefirst run. I'm still
buzzing! After afew sightinglapsIlet
itgoabitand washooked.”
Lycett, whoissetto begin competing
at Croftin September, added: “From as

Full grids will
be at Mallory

early asIcanrememberI've dreamtabout
drivingarace car. Gettingthe chance
todrive the Jedi was amazing, the speed
and acceleration are truly breathtaking.
I'drecommendittoanyone makingthe
stepfrom kartingtocarracing.”

There arethree other karters who
arepartof F1000’s testingand
coachingprogramme.

Championship manager Frazer Corbyn
welcomes the diverse range of driverson
thegrid. Hesaid: “Although the Jedi
Racing Carisfastit’salso veryforgiving,
soit’saperfect choice for youngstersto
stepup from kartinginto single seaters.”

Write off:Ballard sfered ths spectacular crash at Brands Hatch

By Stefan Mackley

The Classic and Modern
Motorsport Club’s first official
meeting will take place this
weekend with bumper grids
for the majority of races.

The Classic and Modern Motorsport
Festival will take place on Sunday
at Mallory Park, with anumber of
races being held by the CMMC.

The Motorsports School Sports

Saloon Challenge will feature 18 cars
including four Ariel Atoms, Mazda
MX-5s, two Citroen Clsand a
Triumph Spitfire amongst others.
Eighteen cars will also compete
in the British Thoroughbred Sports/
Saloon/GT and the Classic Car
Challenge —-includinga Jaguar XJ12
and XJS, Morgan +8, five MGBs and
aTriumph GT6from Australia.
The meeting will also feature
motorcycleracing and a host of guest

championships from established
clubslike the Historic Sport Car Club.

Richard Culverhouse, founder of
the CMMC and formerly of the Classic
Sports Car Club said: “People don’t
want to see the same make of cars
goaround: there are plenty of
one-make series.

“It’sareal clubby meetingand it’s
grown from last year [which was
organised by the 360 Motor Racing
Club]. We couldn’t get the bikes on

board [last year] but we’ve got a full
grid of 30 and 500cc F3 carsinstead
of the Formula Fords.”

Afull gridis expected for the HSCC’s
70s Road Sports and almost 20 cars
for the Historic Road Sports series.

The CMMC also plans to hold a
meeting at Snetterton in September,
which will include a one-off race
for powerful production-based cars,
with the aim of creatinganew series
in 2019if there’s enough interest.

Ballard hounces back from Brands MG crash to win in new car at Silverstone National

Tylor Ballard took a double at Brands later in the month but we got therein the end. the Brands meeting
MG Trophy Class C win at hebarrelrolled at Paddock “To be back in the car felt altogether after writing
Silverstone’s MG Live last Hill Bend and came to rest quite weird, butIenjoyed it his car off at Silverstone
weekend in anew car after on top of abarrier. and soon felt back at home. in the openingrace of the
writing off his previous “The previous car was a Icouldn’t wait to get back year. Atthe MG Live meeting
ZR in a spectacular Brands write off,” Ballard said. “We out after the accident, I was hereturned totake Class B
Hatch crash. had tobuild a new car ready gutted to missrace two [at pole and finish the opening
Ballard won the opening for MG Live so we builtitin Brands]. I’'m young enough, race second in class. In the
Class Crace of the season at four weeks. It wasacomplete Ihaveno fear!” second race he stopped
Silverstone’s National circuit rebuild, sorollcages, engines, Sam Kirkpatrick also with a transmission
in April but then in the first axles, painting, welding, returned to the MG Trophyin problem shortly after
race of the following meeting thelot. It was a bit manic, anew ZR 170 after he missed taking the class lead.

South African drivers impressed after Silverstone MG Live outings

Photos: Steve Jones

it There were two

Two South Africandrivers Niekerk finished sixthin class, him,” Bacon said, “and then he dramatic crashes
joined the MG Trophy risingtosecond inracetwo,earning foundoutthathehada car for atthe Thruxton 50th
competitorsat Silverstone himadriver of therace award. metoborrowsolIwasgladto anniversary meeting
for MG Livelast weekend. For Baconitwashisfirstraces havethe opportunity.” lastweekend. Mini
Danie Van Niekerk and Cliff outside of South Africa. Bacon'sopeningracelasted only a Selendriver Daniel
Bacon took partin MGZR 170s “Iwas going tocome along with lapafter hehad contact on the front- Budd hada
inthe Class B category, although him [Van Niekerk] just to support left of his ZR with a car ahead that spectacularroll
for Van Niekerk it wasnot the first cutacrosshim, and the resultant onWoodham Hill,
timehe’draced in the event. N hubdamage caused apuncture. while Martin Bloss
“Paul [Luti-last year’sMG Inracetwohebroughtthe car also flipped over at
Trophy overall runner-up]isoneof home 19th. the chicaneinhis
mybiggestfriendsandlastyearhe s — === o ’b Headded: “The guys here Van Diemen RF83

" don’tunderstand what they’ve
got. Thisis; ustbrilliant,
it'sjust beautiful out here.
They'vegot somuch-in South
Africawe’ve gotnothingin
comparison to this.”

invited ustocome andracehere,”
said Van Niekerk, whomadea
successful return.

Inthe openingrace Van

after colliding with
Andrew Smith in the
single-seaterrace
(top).Both drivers
escaped injury.

.‘

Van Niekerk competed
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NICK
SAVAGE

Age: 69 Lives: Ruislip
Inhis final season of racing

He’sraced for28years

“| started when | got made
redundant. | think my wife hoped
that | would eke out the redundancy
pay to provide for her and our
young son, but I went and bought
aracing car. ltwas a 1958 Alfa
Romeo Giulietta Sprintand | was
recommended tothe HSCC
because it was suitable for

Road Sports.”

He started with the HSCC
“The HSCC proved to be the
idealhome as ithad anovice
championship at the time. This

was pre-ARDS and in the days of
steam-operated racing, | got a suit
and turned up with my race licence
to Donington, which was my first
track. Thatwas 1991 andI've done
about 200racesinall.”

Henowracesa1960s
Camaro

“Very sadly the owner of the
Chevrolet Camaro I'm driving
now, Hugo Dixon, died most
unexpectedly. Hugo used torace
three or four times ayearand had
the Camaro prepared. I'd always
loved this era of American cars
andthe sound of a V8. There's
just nothing like the sound of a
V8.I've had more funin the last
sixyears racing the Camaro than
| probably had in the previous
10yearsracing Alfas.”

Retirementbeckons

“This is definitely my final season. |
cherry pick the dates a bit because
the Camaro is not the ideal car for
Cadwell Park, forexample. The

ByPaul Lawrence

An annual classic and
historic racing festival at

the success of the circuit’s
50th anniversary meeting
last weekend.

sessions, circuitboss Bill

ontheeventandcreatean
annual historicfestival atthe

Thruxton is now likely after

Afteralarge crowd watcheda
mix of races and demonstration

Coombs said he hoped to build

high-speed Hampshire track.
With racesfrom Motor Racing
Legends, the Historic Sports
Car Cluband the Mini Seven
Racing Club, the 50th meeting
celebrated the heritage of the
UK’sfastest circuitand some
fineracing was capped by two
slip-streaming thrillers for the
Historic Formula Fords.
“We’re very keen to have
aflagship historic meeting
coveringall theages, toappeal
toawideaudience,” said

ANNUAL HISTORIC
EVENT AT THRUXTON

Plans for more classic racing after 50th anniversary success

Coombs, an accomplished
historic single-seater racer.
“I'hope the 50th eventisnota
one-off andI'dlike to try and
builditinto one of the big
events of the Thruxton season.
This weekend worked very,
very well and thereis plenty
of content out there. The track
hasagreat history.”

If Coombsis able to develop
themeetingintoaregular
fixture, it will join the British
Touring Car Championship
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‘A large crowd
turned out’

Historic cars shone, below
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1

F5000 at Brands
Formula 5000s from the Derek
Bell Trophy will race as part of this
weekend’s American SpeedFest
atBrands Hatch. Michael Lyons
will head the field in one of the
cars from the family stable while
the ex-Peter Gethin title-winning
McLaren M10B makes arare
race outing in the hands of
Matthew Wurr.

Carlisle Stagesis go
Paul Barrett and Dai Roberts will
head the field into round three of
the MSA British Historic Rally
Championship, this weekend's
ATL Carlisle Stagesin Kielder. The
Northern Ireland/Welsh pair have a
21-point lead after two rounds but
willface another stern challenge
from Matthew Robinson when the
action starts on Friday evening.

Chevron returns
The Formula Atlantic Chevron
B45 raced by Jim Crawford is
being offered for sale via Alan
Cornock. One of only four
B45s builtin 1978, the carwas
raced when new by Eje Eilgh
and Keke Rosberginthe US
before coming back to the UK
for Crawford. Chassis 4 isideal
for Derek Bell Trophy and Historic

Historic FF1600 was
a standout category

and British Superbikes as

key datesin the Thruxton F2races.
calendar, which islimited to
just12noisy days of qualifying Bloss:roll repairs

andracingeach year.
Highlights of the
demonstration sessions
included former F1racer
Karun Chandhok pushing
hardin an ex-Rosberg
Williams FW08C: “Itisa very
special car and I love Thruxton
from my days in Formula 3.
It’sgotalot of character!”

lan Pearson worked wonders to get
his FF2000 Van Diemen rebuilt
overnight at Thruxton after Martin
Bloss rolled it twice on Saturday
following a clash of wheels at the
chicane. Pearson gotit fixed ready

for Bloss tofinish fifth overallin the
second single-seater race on Sunday.

Red Kite fullup
More than 100 two-wheel-drive
entries, including over 60

historics, are already entered
forthe Red Kite Stages on June
24, which will run to the Rally
2WD format. The total entry for

Engine issues thwart Aussie as he tries to emulate Lauda’s F2 finish

The UK racingreturn of the

the eventis now at 120 cars with
more due before the closing date
as the rally moves to the seldom-

Finals Meeting in October will be
my final race and then I'll sell the car.
I drive it to and from each meeting:

Ex-pat Australian Weller also issues prompted alateretirement.

well, to and hopefully from!ldo
about 3000 miles ayearintotalin
the Camaro, including the races.”

Itisathirstyroadcar

“The fuel consumption on the track
is four or five mpg and about 12 on
the road if I'm lucky. But it sounds
great! You getto know the carreally
welland itis a beautiful old beast.
I'ma hopeless driver but | enjoy
myself. Historic Road Sportsis a
friendly crew and there is good
behaviour onthe track, which can't
be said for every series I've raced in.”

He enjoyshistorics

“There is something about the
atmosphere that | like and this is
clubracing. It's not an exercise in
spending huge money: it is just
going outand having agood time. A
life without racing would be a loss,
so 'l stillcome along and watch.”

Savage: retirement soon

Lauda’s F2 car was a star

ex-Niki Lauda Formula2March
722 wasone of the highlights of
the Thruxton 50th anniversary
meeting, although owner Stephen
Weller was thwarted in his bid to

match Lauda’s 1972 podium finish.

owns the ex-Hiroshi Kazato
March 722 butran the Lauda car
at Thruxtonin the pair of single-
seaterraces. The carran strongly
and wasashighassecondin
Sunday’srace before engine

“I’'vebeenamazed at the interest

showninthe car,” said Weller, who
isonasummer UK racingtour.

“I'would haveloved to have

finished third, tomatch Lauda’s
1972finish,” headded.

Brown joined hy granddaughters on Epynt

Welshrallying veteran

Terry Brown will be joinedin
competition thismonth by his
two granddaughters Angharad
and Cathy.

Allthree of them will competein
the annual Epynt hillclimb, which
uses the section of the famous
rangeson the climbup from Four
Ways Bridge. Terry will drive his
modified 2500cc rally-prepared

Escort Mk2 while theladies
will share hisfamiliar historic
specification MK2.

“They wanted tohaveagoand
the carneeds anew bodyshell, so
itdoesn’t matterif they bendit,”
said the septuagenarian, who has
raced andrallied extensively over
a50-year career. The two-day
Brecon Motor Club hillclimbruns
over the weekend of June 16/17.

Epic new event planned for New Zealand

The Endurance Rally
Association has unveiled a
new 21-day event in New

Highlights should include
the spectacular 30-mile Motu

used forests of South Wales for
the firsttime.

Haugland in Ulster
Former Skoda works rally driver

John Haugland will return to driving
arally prepared Skoda 130 onthe
Titanic Deja Vu Ulster celebration
event on September 1. The Norwegian
ace, athree-time class winneron the
Ulster Rally, will use the car owned by
rallying Skoda dealer John Mulholland,
revisiting stages he tackled in

Zealand, running from
February 15 to March 8 2020.
Rally New Zealand 2020
will take a field of classicand
historic cars on aroute around
both North and South Island,
takingin special tests and
regularity sections along the way.

Road Gorge as used in the the 1970sand 1980s.

World Rally Championship

and the Bruce McLaren Lamploughin F2

Motorsport Park at Taupo. Half a century after heraced
The event will startin inthe inaugural European

Auckland and finish in Formula 2 race at Thruxton,

Christchurch and the ERA Robs Lamplough returned to

will organise shipping of the Hampshire track to mark

cars from Europe. its 50th anniversary by racing

his Winkelmann WDF2in the

Carlisle Stages shows the way for a more relaxed running order for historic rallying

Paul Mankin’s Lotus Cortina
willrun firston theroad on
Friday night’slegof the ATL
Carlisle Stagesasthe MSA’s
relaxation of running order
rulesstarts to take effect.
Forthefirsttimesince the

Mankin: first on the road

movetoonefield of cars was
implemented early in 2015,
historiccarswilllead thefield

e -

onthejoint BHRC and BTRDA
championship event.

The Friday nightleg of stages
in the Newcastleton region of
Kielder forest will feature a
field of 50 historicand 2WD
cars, with the first 14 Category 1
and 1600cc historic running
firstinreverse order. Aftera

weekend’s Historic Formula
Ford races. Now 75, Lamplough
finished 12thin 1968ina
McLaren M4A.
shortgap, the balance of the
field will be headed by the
Escort Mk2s of Paul Barrett
and Matthew Robinson.
Saturday’s stages will feature
arevised order with modern
1400s joining the older cars at
thefront before the historic
section finishes at main service.

e

Lamplough back at Thruxton

D COMPETITION COMES TO THE STREETS OF COVENTRY

> D DPAGE 28|
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Volkswagen Motorsport’s Pikes Peak challenger made its way up the 12.42-mile Colorado course for the first time last week. Romain Dumas was full of praise for the

all-electricI.D.R, saying it was the best car he’s ever driven up the mountain-and he’s won the event three times before.

Irishman ready to lead

ByDavid Evans

Craig Breen says he won’tlet
the upheaval at Citroen Racing
—and Kris Meeke’s departure
—detract from his efforts at
this week’s Rally Italy.

This week’s Alghero-based event
isthefirstsince Citroenrocked
rallying with the sacking of the
five-time event winner following his
crash on Rally Portugal. Breen
worked closely with his fellow
EmeraldIslander since the
partnership came togetheratthe
startof 2016.

Breen will work with Mads
Ostbergin Sardinia this week,
whilealong-termreplacement
for Meeke is considered. Citroen
team principal Pierre Budar has
already told MNthe Breen-Ostberg
alliance could be one solution for
theremainder of the season.

Breen admitted the decision to
drop Meeke took him by surprise.

“It’ssad thatit’shappened,”
Breensaid, “but the simplefact
isthatit’shappened and we have
towork withit. Nothing has or will
detractfrom my determination
tosucceed. What’shappened has

happened in the team, it sounds
harsh, butit’snotmy decision.
T'lldowhatI've always done, keep
my head down, work hard and stay
focusedonthetaskinhand. And
this week that task istoscore the
best possibleresult for the team
inItaly.”

Budartold MNlast week that
theloss of Meeke could have
implications for theimmediate
development and pre-event set-up
work for theteam. Breen agreed
withhisboss, adding: “Krishad
somuch experience of the carand
these eventsand the conditions.
Of courseit’s goingtobemore
difficult comingtotheserallies
without that experience-he wasa
constant reference, LikeIsaid,
thisisthe timefor the team to
stand up and dothejob. For
meithastobebusinessas
usual, nodistractions.”

Breenknows he's landed &
atrickyeventtostartas "
teamleader for thefirst
time, he’s only competed
on Sardinia twice

Breenwill miss
Meeke input

©

before and retired from the opening
legwith an oilleak aboard his C3
WRC 12monthsago.

“I'vegottobe completely
honestand say thisisn’t one of my
favourite rallies of the year,” said
Breen. “Thatsaid, the car has come
such along way since we were here
lastseason-it wasfantasticin
Portugal and thatfeeling was there
inthetestaswell. The good thing
formeisthatIstart Friday eighth
ontheroadandthat’ssomething
Icanlook tousetomyadvantage.
And, theroutefortheeventhasn’t
changed significantly sincelast
season, so the pacenotes Scott
[Martin, co-driver] and Imadelast
year will be a great base this week.”
Citroen carried outits pre-event
testin Spainratherthan
Sardinialast week, but Breen
wason the Italian island

early for somedevelopment
runningin Citroen’s C3R5.

“Thadn’tdriventhe R5car

since Octoberlast
year,” said Breen,
«. “andtheteamwas
ﬁ g keentogetmy
x feedbackon
@ '_/ howthecar

had progressed since then.Thave
tosay, it felt fantastic. We wereona
typically nadgery, tight and twisty
road and it was sonice todrive.

“Iwasreally pleased tobe outin
theR5 caragain, butit wasalsoabit
of abonusfor meto getthe chance
todrivein ‘stage’ modein Sardinia
soclosetotheevent. Thetest was
fine, but theseroadshere are quite
specificin terms of speed and
surface and I'mreally glad of
the opportunity tobe drivingjust
daysbefore we start therally.”

Sardiniamightnotbe one
of Breen’s favourites, but his
team-mate Ostbergisabigfan
of Europe’shottest and hardest
WRCround.

“I'vealwaysbeen quick here,”
said the Norwegian, who has
started theevent 10times
previously —finishing second
in2014. “Iworked hard on the
set-up forthe carat thelastrally
in Portugal and duringthetest.
Ilikethisrally and I want tomake
the most of thischance. For
whateverreason, thereisaseat
goingfortherestof the yearand I
willdoeverythingIcantoproveto
theteamthatIamready forthat.”

SOLBERG JR SCOOPS NORDIC RALLYCROSS GLORY

BREEN: CITROEN WILL PRESS ON

the line on Rally Italy

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com
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Changes can boos
Hyundal S man

Andreas Mikkelsenisready to
turnhis “nightmare” season
around and chase hisfirst
WRCvictory with Hyundai
atthis week’sRally Italy.

ARally Sweden podium aside,
the Norwegian hasendured a
troublesome start to hisfirst full
yearinani20 WRC. Mikkelsen s,
however, confident the work he
did tothe car duringlastmonth’s
Rally of Portugal will be enough
forhimtofightatthefrontin
Sardinia this week.

Mikkelsen looked to have
turned a cornerin Portugal,
posting second fastest on the

0203 405 8110

‘Magal.haes won
at his own pace’

Acropolis Rally report,

pli

firstday’s Ponte de Lima test
only for his charge to be halted
by power steeringfailure two
stageslater. Hisrally was
finished by aburst oil sealand
enginefireatthe openingday’s
final gravel test. Hearriveson
theItalianisland sixthin the
championship and 65 points
adrift of hisseriesleading
team-mate Thierry Neuville.
“It’sbeenabit of anightmare,”
Mikkelsen told MN. “Finally
whenIfeellcandrivethecar
thenThad the problems[in
Portugall,it’sabitfrustrating.
Of course I'was pissed off with

Portugal and I would like to
havehadaresult, butI’'malso
abitrelieved because now I
haveacarthatIlike.”

MikKkelsen explained the
set-up changeshe did with the
carahead of Portugal, which
he’s confident will work just
aswellin Sardinia.

“We worked alotand made
some changes with the set-up
inthedifferentials,” he said.
“Before, Istruggled to getthe
frontturned in under braking
and whenIwas goingtothe
throttle thenIwouldlose the
rear. Now I can get thefront

(.n.,"__

s ‘;feeli_né*”

turned and therearismore
stable; we went softer with
therear and more open onthe
front [differential]. Istill think
thereis some small room for
improvement, but we’re going
intherightdirection.

“Meand Anders [Jaeger,
co-driver], we have been
frustrated. We think that people
think we havelostiit, but we just
didn’treally have thefeeling
withthe carand, atthislevel,
youneed tobeatone with the
car.Thavebeenfightingin every
corner sofarthisyear, but this
willwork in Sardinia.”

&%

Evans feéls ready for fight

Evans geared up for Sardinian challenge after upturn in form

Elfyn Evans will look to
continue his upturn in form
atthis week’s Rally Italy -one
of his favoured rounds of the
World Rally Championship.
M-Sport Ford’s Welshman
arrives in Sardinia on the
back of a strong second
place in Portugal and he says
he’s determined to use that

result tokick-oninthe
championship table.

“We’ve got to keep that
momentum going,” Evans
said. “I havereally good
memories of Sardinia-it’s
the placeIfirst drove a factory
World Rally Car [finishing
sixth in 2013] and it’s an event
Ilike.It’s tough, it’sareal

challenge and that’s why I
enjoy it. You’ve constantly got
to have in mind how rough
and abrasive theroads are
and how you need to keep a
margin for the tyres. Portugal
was a good result for me and
now I’m going to Sardinia to
look for another strong result
this week.”

Gill, Kajetanowicz
ready to step up

FIAregional rally champions
Gaurav Gilland Kajto
Kajetanowicz will step

up to their World Rally
Championship programmes
atthis week’s Rally Italy.

Triple Asia Pacificchampion
Gill switches from a Skoda
FabiaR5toaFord FiestaR5
forfour rounds of thisyear’s
WRC. Heisexpected toreturn
for afull WRC2 campaign next
season, when Indian firm MRF
will become a nominated tyre
supplier to the series.

Gillsaid: “Toachieve whatno
Indian tyre manufacturer has
ever done before and compete
in what’s considered to be the
mostdifficult motorsport
championship in the world
isahugeachievement.It’sa
huge honour forme.”

Triple ERC winner
Kajetanowicz brings his
FiestaR5for the start of
his WRC2effort-the Polish
driver waslastseeninthe
WRC when he tackled hishome
round of the seriesin2016
andfinished fourthin WRC2.

Toyota insists that the YarisWRC is sturdy enough, despite the damage sustained in Portugal

Toyota not rushing into suspension fixes for its Yaris “tank”

Toyota Gazoo Racing technical
director Tom Fowler has defended
thereliability record of the Yaris
WRC and insists he won’tbe
hurried intoany unplanned
suspension developments.

Rock damageruled both
Jari-Matti Latvalaand Ott
Tanak out of contention from the
last World Rally Championship
round in Portugal, but Fowler
said theteam remains calmin
itsapproach to what could be

the season’sroughestroadsin
Sardiniathis week.
“Ourfailurerate on suspension
componentsis well below the
normal expected value,” Fowler
told MN. “And the talk of our
drivers and around the service
parkisthatthe Toyota’satank.
“Inthelast couple of rallies
people have started toask
questions about thisarea of the
car,butnothinghaschanged
[in the specification] and we have

nothingin the pipelinein this
area. The only difference nowis
that the performance of the car
hasgoneupandourdriversare
inbigfightsforrally victoriesand
when that happens everybody is
pushingharder and the car takes
more stress. Part of our work
movingforwardisanalysing
thedataand decidingif we need
togivethisareamoreattention
now we're frontrunners at some
of therougherrallies.”
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“Is this the end for
Sebastien Ogier?
Probably not...”

s Sebastien Ogierin crisis? He hasn’t
been on the podium since early April;
this is the first time he’s been off the
podium on consecutive rallies since
mid-2016 and he hasn’t been this far
behind in the chase for the
championship since 2012, when he was
driving a Skoda Fabia $S2000.

What's going on? Is this the end for the Frenchman?
Do we dare think of the championship being won by
somebody not called Sebastien for the first time since
achap called Petterwonit 15 yearsago?

Possibly. But probably not.

Argentinafirst: Ogier's not a fan of that rally. More
precisely, he's not a fan of the rutted conditions which
can prevail down those fast South American stages. If
the five-time champion has a weak spot, that's it.

Portugal? A very simple mistake from Ogier. He cuta
corner he'dtold himself not to cut a few days earlier on
the recce, broke the steering, failed to make the next
left-hander and slipped off on the outside. It really
wasn't anything more dramatic than that. Some made
much out of his apparent lack of speed and scorching
stage times over the weekend. He might not have
managed scratch after scratch, but he was still
quickest across the spread of Saturday afternoon.

And then we come to the powerstage, the place
where Ogier was supposed to knock everybody out
and pull the high five out of the bag. Instead, he came
away with nothing. And left Portugal 19 points behind
Hyundai's Thierry Neuville.

That powerstage performance was the one which
got people really scratching their heads. How could
that have happened? If you look allittle closer, you'll see
that Seb sent the world amessage on the first run
through Fafe. Running ninth on the road, he was
fastest. A few hours later, with the order tinkered with
for live television, he found himself second down the
same stretch of road. Time-wise, he was two seconds
fasterin the afternoon than he had been in the morning.
Compare that with powerstage winner Esapekka
Lappi, who whipped 11s out of his first attempt.

Running on a dirty road, Ogier was powerless to do
more in the powerstage. Superficially, it looked bad.

Superficially.

Iremember a similar story afew years ago with the
other Seb. It was 2009 and Loeb arrived in Poland on
the back of one of his biggest ever crashesin the
WRC, on the Acropolis. He clipped atree root or
something similar in Mikolajki and finished seventh.
The firstfive rallies had netted him five winsand a
20-point lead in the championship (and, don't forget,
thisis in old money when awin was worth 10 not 25
points), but after round eight Loeb was a point behind
Mikko Hirvonen.

Incredible. Game on. Cue predictions aplenty about
France’s then five-time champion losing it. What
happened? Well, to give Hirvonen his due, he
extended his lead at home in Finland and moved further
ahead after Loeb’s Citroen was penalised by a minute
afterthe C4 WRC's anti-roll bars failed to conform with
homologation papers.

What happened on the final two rounds? Loeb won
both and took a sixth title by the smallest of margins.
And that grip remained firm for a further three years.

Discounta French Seb at your peril. The fightback
starts this week.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Carnival spirit
Sunday’s Abingdon

Car-nival Stages takes

place at the Dalton Barracks
in Oxfordshire. The event
offers more than 70 miles

of stages and a mandatory
charity donation is necessary
as part of the entry fee.

Croninis top man
Keith Cronin has been seeded
carnumber one for the Rally van
Wervik, which a number of British
Rally Championship competitors
are using as preparation for the
Ypres Rally two weekends later.
The event s the next round

of the MSA Asphalt Rally
Championship. Ford Fiesta
S2000 driver and points leader
Jason Pritchard is seeded sixth.
The event takes place on Friday
and Saturday this week.

Champs already
Jade Paveley has become one
of the first rally champions

of 2018, securing the Welsh
Tarmacadam Junior title with
fourrounds to spare. Subaru
Impreza driver Paveley is third
inthe overall championship
afterfive rallies. Her nexttarget
is to seal the hotly contested
C7 class for four-wheel-drive
turbo-powered cars. She
missed most of2016 and ’17
while rebuilding the Impreza.

Weeton returns
The Weeton Barracks will host

its first of two rallies this year

on Sunday for the Keith Frecker
Memorial Stages. The Lancashire
venue plays host to the fourth
round of the Junior Formula 1000
Championship, and will be led
away by Ford Escort Mk2 driver
Mark Jasper. Around 50 miles

will be on offer to the competitors.

BTRDA is back
This weekend’s Carlisle
Stages will be headed by the
winner of the last two BTRDA
rounds, Matt Edwards. The
British Rally Championship
M-Sportdriver is using the
BTRDA events as extra seat
time this season, although
Carlisle comes as many of
his rivals competitors head
to the Rally van Wervik.

Luke Francis, Paul Bird,
Stephen Petch and Mick
O’Brien complete the top
five entries.

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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RALLY GB NATIONAL
MILEAGE UPPED

Event changes to Friday to Saturday format for 2018

Friday, October 5

Start | Deeside Rally Village

SS1 | Clocaenog (4.77 miles)
SS2 | Brenig(18.1 miles)

SS3 | Penmachno (10.53 miles)
SS4 | Slate Mountain 1 (1.05 miles)
SS5 | Slate Mountain 2 (1.05 miles)

Saturday, October 6
SS6 | Myherin (12.60 miles)

Hafren (12.39 miles)
SS8 | Dyfi(12.10 miles)

SS9 | Gartheiniog (7.00 miles)
SS10 | Dyfnant (5.16 miles)
Finish | Deeside Rally Village

GB National has
an eclectic field
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Event always
brings drama

ByJack Benyon

The Wales Rally GB National
Rally route has been revealed
with increased stage mileage,
and a switch to a Friday and
Saturday format for2018.
Theeventran on Saturday and
Sunday last year, but the organisers
havelistened to competitors. Many
entrantsin2017 didn’tfinish the
Sunday leguntil the evening which
didn’t givingthem enough time to
rest before returning to work,
which wasaconcern.
In 2017, the overnight stopon
Saturday was followed by just
15.07 competitive miles on Sunday,
which competitors said wasnot
worth the extraday and latefinish.
With the majority of the mileage
forthis year’sevent on Saturday
now anyway, theroute change was
made easierfor the organisers.
Last year competitorsdrove
59.86 stage miles, with that expected
torisetoover 85this year whenthe
eventreturnson October4-7.

“The popularity of the WRGB
National Rallyisareally important
success story for thisevent,”
said Wales Rally GB managing
director Ben Taylor. “There are not
many sports where amateurs can
compete alongside their heroes
and thisisabrilliant opportunity
for crewsfrom alllevels of the sport
totacklethestages of thisamazing
World Championship event.

“Wehavelistened to the feedback
fromlast year and moved the event
to Friday-Saturday, as competitors
didn’tappreciate the overnight for
littlemileage on the Sunday.

“What we have delivered is some
of themosticonicrally stagesin
Wales over twodays of great fun
and camaraderie, withits own high
profilefinish on Saturday evening
intheRally Village.”

Entries for the event open on
August 15, with the entry fee priced
at£900plus VAT. An entry forthe
full three-day international will
cost £2200 plus VAT, with mileage
expected tobejust under 200.

.

Down Rally fills quickly, stuns organisers

Organisers of next month’s Down
Rally have said the interest shown
towards the closed-road event by
competitors based on either side
of theIrish Sea has “surpassed
their expectations”.

Within just 20 minutes of entries
officially openingfor the fourth
round of the MSA Asphalt Rally
Championship, more than half
the available spaces for the
competition were taken.

Someof theleadingnamesto
appear on the unseeded entry
listinclude Desi Henry and David
Bogieinabrace of Skoda Fabia R5s,
Northern Ireland Rally champion
Kenny McKinstry,andrising
talent Amy Cox.

Asexpected, Jason Pritchard,
Melvyn Evans and Damian Cole—
thetopthree Asphalt Rally
Championship title contenders-are
makingthe trip from the Mainland.

“We obviously hoped fora
top quality entry, butitreally
hassurprised us; wedidn’tever

expect this. It has surpassed our
expectations,” said deputy clerk of
the course, Brian Crawford.

“We havelocal crews from here
in Northern Ireland and Ireland
doingtherally. We also have crews
travellingfrom England, Scotland,
Wales and the Isle of Man. There’s
even competitors makingthe trip
from Jersey and France. Think
about that: thatisn’tjustjumping
ononeferry withavanand trailer.
That takes a fair amount of effort
and preparation. We did our best to
try and come up with aformat that
would please competitors, soitis
quite satisfyingas we watch the
entriescomingin.”

Takingplace on Saturday, July 21,
the new-for-2018 event will feature
four special stages with theserun
three times. The total competitive

mileagealsoincorporates aspectator

friendly special stage within the
confines of the Eikon Exhibition
Centre whererally HQ and the
service parkistobebased.

exhibition oftheWelshman’s pictures-including this stunner of Juha Kankkunen

Maurice Selden will photograp his 450th round of the World Rally
Championship in Germany this summer.Tomark the occasionthere’san

flying a Lancia Delta—-atTheatr Brycheiniog, Brecon from June 28-August 20.
There willbe a question and answer session with Maurice, Phil Mlills and Sara
Williams on the opening night.Details are available on the theatre’s website.
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Protondriverisrelishing chance

Smith gets R2 prize
drive for Carlisle

BTRDA two-wheel-drive frontrunner
Mat Smithisthelatestdrivertobe
givenaprize outingin a Ford Fiesta R2.

Pete Smith and his Swift Caravan
concernhave given multiple drivers
struggling for abudget the chance to
show what they can doin anewer car.
Smithisthelatestand will startthe
Carlisle Stages this weekend in the car.

“Igotamessage on Facebook askingif
Iwanted todrive the R2, of courseIsaid
yes!” said Smith, who sporadically
competesina1400S-spec Proton Satria.

“I'mabitold for this compared to
some of the otherdrivershe’shadin!
I'm competitive and I want to win, but
Thavetoberealisticand concentrate
onbringingthe car home safely.”

Smith, whose Proton hasa cracked
block and will be out of action until
laterintheyear,is hopeful he can
match the pace of the classfrontrunners
like George Lepley, wholeads the
R2Rallye Cup. “I'll be disappointed if
I'mnotonthepacebytheend, butI’'m
notexpectingtokeep upfromthestart,”
added the 2014 1400S BTRDA champion.

“There are an awful lot of people with
money out there doing their own
rallying, butit’s great what Pete is
doingtogiveback tothe sportandit’s
afantastic opportunity.”

Smith’s Proton hasasequential
gearbox and his previous car,a Ford Ka,
wasleft-hand drive, so elements of the
Fiesta will not be completely new.

Mourne will go ahead,

even with financial loss

This weekend’s Mourne Rally will go
ahead asplanned evenif itmeans
runningitatafinancialloss, organisers
have confirmed.

Entries have been slow to come in for
the fourthround of the Northern Ireland
Rally Championship. At the time of
goingtopress, Derek McGarrity was
the sole high-profile starter at the wheel
of aFord FiestaRS WRC.

Clerk of the course Des O’Loan said
it wasimportantto hold the Mourne
Rally toprotectitslong-term future.
Hesaid: “Wehave apoor entry whichis
disappointing. However, the club will
runtherally evenif it meansafinancial
lossasitsecures ourfuture placeinthe
MSA Northern Ireland Championship.

“A smallteam has put amassive effort
into gettingtherally to this point, soit’s
goingrun,” added O’Loan.

Basedin Newry, the Mourne Rally will
compriseeight Tarmacstagestogivea
total competitive distance of 34 miles,in

Slieve Gullion and Camlough mountains.

“The Forestry Service has harvested
thetreesoverthelastfew yearssothe
look of the stage has changed quitea
lot,” added O’Loan. “Parts have also
beenre-tarred, soit’ssmooth andit
will be potholefree.”
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‘Another closed-road
boost for the UK’

Coventry MotoFest, p28

:R5 BRC COMPETITORS CAN’ T

COMPETE IN. WBGZ ONBRALLY G

British Rally Championship
R5 competitors willnot be
abletocompeteinthe
WRC2 section on Wales
Rally GB thisyear.
Theeventisaround of
the BRCthis year, for the
first time since 2008.
WRC2 competitorsuse
adifferent control fuel
than the BRC, meaning

¥ mixingcompetitors
4§ wouldnotbepossible.

Also,some BRC
competitors whouse tyres
thataren’t WRC-registered
would be ruled out of
competingaswell.

“Thedriverscan’thave
priority seedingand run
in WRC2,” explained BRC
championship co-ordinator
and Rally GB clerk of the
course Iain Campbell.

“There’safewreasons
really: oneistokeepthem
inasimilarplace onthe
road, butthe otherreason
iswehave Vitalfuelsas
our control fuel, and if you
run WRC2 you have torun
Panta [company] fuel.

“Theotherreason
issomeonelike Marty
McCormack wouldn’tbe
abletobuya WRC2entryas

herunson Kumhotyres,
andtheyaren’t currently
registered for WRC2
competition. Wedo [have
tocompromise]. The fuel
andthetyresarethe
obviousonesand thetwo
championship regulations
don’talign.”

CA1 Sportteamboss
Martin Wilkinson and his
driver David Bogie both
wanted toregister for
WRC2fortheevent. “The
attraction of Wales Rally
GBbeingincludedinthe
British Championshipis
that you can goand compete
againstthebestinthe
world,” said Wilkinson.

“Butif therulesand
regulations mean that you
can’t, there’sno point going
tocompete on Rally GB.”

Bogieadded: “It’sabit
disappointing. Every driver
wantsto pit themselves
againstthebest.Irealised it
could have been anissue but
Iwashoping the organisers
could find a way around
that,and toincorporateitas
onebigbattle.”

AllBRC competitors
willhavetodothe
international event.

Photos: Nicholas Bhajan, Himal Reece

Two British crews took a podium finish on Rally Barbados last
weekend, but neither could usurp now four-time winners Jeffrey
Panton/Michael Fennell Jr (top left). Rob Swann/Darren Garrod (top
right) took second ahead of Paul Bird/Jack Morton after the latter
punctured and lost almost a minute. Seven Brits featured in the
event’s top 12.L-x: Morton, Fennell, Panton, Garrod and Swann.

ST Trophy battle is wide open between Green, Giddings and Hughes

Welshman Kalvin Greenis
confident of challenging for more
Fiesta ST Trophy wins after taking
hisfirst victorylast time outonthe
Plains Rally.

Green and co-driver Osian Owen
areintheirfirstyearinthe Ford Fiesta,
but have adapted to the car quickly and
head to this weekend’s Carlisle Stages
full of confidence.

Green, second in the points, said:
“Times have come down massively
from the Cambrian and there’s seconds
initnow so,now we know we can be
contenders, we can have a good push
ontheremainingrounds.

“There’s definitely more to come, I've

Bogie was quick
inWRC2in ’17

done threeralliesin the car now soI'm
gettingused toit. Idon’tthink we're at
the peak yet. Ithink it willcome asIget
more confidentinthe carandinthe
notes. I can push onabit morethen.”

Fellow Welshman James Giddings
leadsthe seriesin hisdebutseasonin
the BTRDA-supporting championship,
but had an engine mount break while
leadingthe class on the Plains, ruling
him out of therunning.

Zak Hughes, whoimpressed in the
one-make Suzuki Shining Stars
serieslast year, won the class on the
Cambrianin February, but has had
reliability issues since then. All three
willdo battle in Cumbria this weekend.
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Magalhaes
claimed his

| first win of the
ERCseason—
and his

-.‘; - .
Portuguese pair
drove safely to win

Bruno (r) and Hugo

European Rally Championship, June 1-3, round 3/8, Athens

POS |DRIVER | CAR | TIME
Bruno Magalhaes/Hugo Magalhaes | Skoda Fabia RS 3h02m09.4s

2 |Norbert Herczig /Ramén Ferencz Skoda Fabia R5 +29.1s

3 |Hubert Ptaszek /Maciej Szczepaniak | Skoda Fabia RS +1m37.2s
4 |Eyvind Brynildsen/VeronicaEngan | Ford Fiesta RS +2m35.2s
5 |Simos Galatariotis/Antonios loannou | Skoda Fabia RS +3m23.0s
6 |Grzegorz Grzyb/Jakub Wrobel Skoda Fabia R5 +5m20.6s
7 |Jourdan Serderidis/Frederic Miclotte | Skoda Fabia RS +5mb55.5s
8 |Orhan Avcioglu/Burcin Korkmaz Skoda Fabia R5 +6m39.3s
9 |Paulo Nobre/Gabriel Morales Skoda Fabia R +6mb55.3s
10 |Tibor ErdiJr/Gyorgy Papp MitsubishiLancerE10| +9m07.8s

ERC2: Erdi/ Papp; ERC3: Amittrajit Ghosh/Ashwin Naik (Ford Fiesta R2); ERC Ladies’ Trophy: Emma Falcon
(Citroen DS 3 R3T).

runo

firstonthe
Acropolis—aschampionship
leader Alexey Lukyanuk
went from zeroto hero
andback tozeroagain.

Lukyanuk arrived in Greece on
theback of winningthe opening
tworoundsand very mucha
reformed character-hiscrash-
happy reputation seemingly a
thingof the past based on his
dominant performancesin
the Azoresand Gran Canaria.

Butheundid all that good work
with an innocuousdriving blip
on Saturday’s second stage that
would have major consequences
for him. It wasalsoan unlikely
titlelifeline for Magalhaes, the
Portuguese closing to within
14 points of the Russian having
been 41 adriftatthe ceremonial
startin Athens.

“We werereally on a careful
pace, savingtyres and driving
really carefully,” Lukyanuk said
inhisdefence. “Somewhereinside
acornerthere wasastoneand
Ididn’tsee. Wehad ahittothe
frontleft, the suspensionarm
was broken and the wheel opened.
Wehad tostop. Badluck again.”

Frombeing40.5s down atthe
completion of 19 miles of Thiva
on Friday evening—where
Lukyanuk fought back from P20
toP1followingapunctureon
the opening superspecialin
Markopoulo—-Magalhaes
wasnow leading by 40.1sat
the completion of the punishing
Drossohoristage.

Aswellas wrecking Lukyanuk’s
hopes, Drossohorialsodelayed
several other frontrunners
including Eyvind Brynildsen and

Skoda protege Juuso Nordgren
duetopunctures.

Magalhaes, meanwhile, was
driving with strategy very
much inmind asambient
temperatures approaching
32degrees centigradehit.

“Insome cornersIwas
completely out [of the road]
toavoid therocksand the stones,”
hesaid. “Iavoid everythingand
I’'mleading. It was the strategy.”

Leadingby just over aminute at
theend of Saturday, the strategy
was certainly paying off for
Magalhaes. Despite a hesitant
runthrough Sunday’s opener,
which allowed second-placed
Norbert Herczigto close up by
almost 20s, Magalhaes’ safety-
firstdrivingensured victory
would be his. And, asit transpired
afterwards, the budget to contest
next week’s Cyprus Rally, which
was dependent on a strongresult
in Greece.

Herczig, the four-time
Hungarian champion, survived
aspinandastall on Sunday’s
second stage tofinish second
ahead of young Pole Hubert
Ptaszek, who belied hislack of
experience with an accomplished
performance.

For fourth-placed Brynildsen,
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meanwhile, it was a case of what
might have been: his time loss
caused by a puncture and broken
intercom aboutthe sameasa
tyre change. A rear differential
failure caused further delay.

Lukyanuk’s return on Sunday
netted three stage wins and the
maximum haul of seven bonus
points for winning theleg,
which could prove crucial at
the season’send.

Nordgren, on his ERC debut,
alsorestarted on the final day
and won the opening test before
hislack of hard-compound
coversruled out more
progress by the young Finn.

London-based Indian
Anmittrajit Ghosh won ERC3
(for two-wheel-drive cars) on his
debut with some aplomb, despite
nursing a bentrear beam on his
Fiesta. Tibor Erdi Jr topped
the Group N-based ERC2 class
for the second event running,
while Juan Carlos Alonsorolling
onthefinal stage in his bid
forapodium.

NorthernIreland’s Allan
Harryman had been due to
co-drive George Philippedes,
only for the former Greek
champion to withdraw before
the start for personal reasons.

Epynt expert Willett strikes in his Escort

Welsh Marches Mini
EpyntRally

By Simon Gronow

Organiser: Herefordshire MC When: June 3 Where:
EpyntRanges, Powys Championship: King of Epynt
Championship; RAC Historic Asphalt Championship
Stages: 10 Starters 67.

Following a problem-freerun,
Dave Willett/John Daviesmade
itahat-trick of winsonthe
Welsh Marches Mini Epynt
Stagesin their Ford Escort Mk2.
It wasnoeasy victory,asthey
were forced topushhardall
day in order to secure the win.
Initially, Huw Reed/Anthony
Hackettheld aslenderlead
beforeretiringtheir Darrian
GTR with fuel pump failure.
Aftertakingtheirmaiden
fastest stage time on Epynt, Roger
Moran/Keaton Williams finished
second in their Escort, while

third-placed Damian Cole/Jamie
Edwards werelefttorueaslow
startas Colereacclimatised to
Escort Mk2driving, having

used his Fiesta RS WRC on other
eventsthisyear.

Havingretired onthelast
seven events, Tomasand Eurig
Davies were pleased tomake the
finish infourth placein their
Escort Mk2,a wrongtyre choice
midway through the event
costingsometime.

Justthree seconds behind were
Ray Horton/Paul Williams, who
losttime starting the final stage
and they were followed home by
fellow Darrian GTR crew Tony
Rees/Lloyd Morgan.

Nick Elliott/Dave Price were
firstof the historic crews home
asrivals Neil Williams/Peter
Jamesretired their Escort
with differential problems.

Willett: Epynt dominator

Results

1 Dave Willett/John Davies (Ford Escort Mk2) 31m16s;
2 Roger Moran/ Keaton Williams (Escort Mk2)+ 11s;

3 Damian Cole/Jamie Edwards (Escort Mk2); 4 Tomas
Davies/ Eurig Davies (Escort Mk2); 5 Ray Horton/ Paul
Williams (Darrian GTRY); 6 Tony Rees/ Lloyd Morgan
(Darrian GTR); 7 Nick Elliott/ Dave Price (Escort Mk2);
8 Craig Jones/Jon Hawkins (Mitsubishi Lancer E9);

9 Richard Merriman/Kath Curzon (Darrian T90);

10 Terry Brown/Den Golding (Escort MK2).

Class winners: Kalvin Green/Rhys Stoneman (Nissan
Micra); Andrew Owen/Arwel Jenkins (Vauxhall Nova);
Merriman/ Curzon; Paul Boxall/Allan Brown (Peugeot
205 GTi); Moran/Williams; Will Arrowsmith/Wayne
Arrowsmith (Escort Mk2); Elliott/ Price; Jones/ Hawkins.

An event-long battle for the lead of
the Ystwyth Targa Rally was
decided on the final test in favour of
top seeds Andy Davies/Cadog
Daviesinaneventheldinthe
confines of one of the UK’s most
popularrally venues in Sweet Lamb.

The pairhad been fastest onthe
initial test and, taking advantage of
the dust-free view of running first
ontheroad, had built up alead of
50 seconds by the eighth test.

Kevin Davies/Owain Davies and
Richard Williams/Alan James were
chasing hard, and, when the leaders

picked up a one-minute penalty
for booking in early at the start of
test nine, Williams hit the front.

The lead ping-ponged between
the three crews, with Kevin Davies
holding a one-second advantage
over Andy Davies at the end of the
penultimate test. The final section
was along one, using the newly-built
three-mile track to the south-west
ofthe Sweet Lamb Complex. Andy
Davies blitzed it and emerged with
alead of 17 seconds, to take his
second successive Ystwyth win.

Ian Mills

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

Results

Ystwyth Targa Rally

Organiser: Aberystwyth & District MC

When: June 3 Where: Sweet Lamb, Llanidloes
Route: 17 tests, 40 miles Starters: 69.

1 Andy Davies/ Cadog Davies (Subaru Impreza)
58m18s; 2 Kevin Davies/ Owain Davies (Ford
Escort) +17s; 3 Richard Williams/Alan James
(Escort); 4 Mark Lennox/lan Beamond (Escort);
5 Steve Knibbs/ Gerwyn Barry (Proton Satria
GTi); 6 Elliott Stafford/ Lewis Sim (Mazda
MX-5); 7 Daniel Williams/ Mark Rodway

(BMW 318Ti); 8 Deion Atkinson/Aron Jones
(BMW 318Tu); 9 Paul Morgan/Robbie Pugh
(Honda Civic); 10 Daniel Owen James/ Owen
Davies (Peugeot 206 GTi). Class winners:
Owen James/ Davies; Rhodri Evans/Ross

Leach (Ford Escort).

Photos: AutoAvia Photographic, Martin Walsh

" CRONIN GIVES i20 A MAIDEN WIN

Circuit of Munster Rally

ByMartinWalsh

Organiser: LimerickMC When: June 3 Where:
Rathkeale, County Limerick Championship: West Coast
Rally Championship Stages: 9 Starters 81.

Four-time British Rally
champion Keith Cronin
and his co-driver Mikie
Galvin shook down their
new Hyundaii20 R5 with an
impressive performance
that yielded their expected
victory on the Circuit of
Munster Rally.

Keith’s younger brother
Daniel and his co-driver
JJ Cremin (Ford Fiesta R5)
finished aminute and 55
seconds behind in second and
33.5seconds in front of local
driver Ed Synan on his debut
in a McKinstry-hired Subaru

Impreza WRC. He was
co-driven by Tom Collins.

Cronin gained 17.2s from
the opening stage where local
ace Ed O’Callaghan (Ford
Escort) was next best; second
seed Daniel Cronin overshot
and was fortunate to avoid
contact with a bridge.

By the end of theloop it
was a Cronin 1-2 as Keith led
younger sibling Daniel by
40.8s. 0’Callaghan was in
third place but Synan, who
stalled on the startline of
SS3, was only a fraction of
asecond adrift.

Ontherepeatloop, and
with a harder compound
tyre, Keith sped into the
distance and was 1m14.1s
in front of Daniel. But they
were the only duo to traverse

SS5 as O’Callaghan crashed
heavily and was taken to
hospital with suspected leg
injuries. SS6 fell by the
wayside after the emergency
services were dispatched to
attend to a stage resident.
Cronin completed the
rout with the complete set
of fastest stage times. Daniel
made contact with a chicane
on thefinal stage that ripped
part of the front-left wing.
Synan came home third
from an untroubled PJ
McDermott (Subaru) and
toprear-wheel drive
exponent Colin Byrne
(Escort) survived a massive
high-speed moment on
the penultimate stage to
finish fifth.
Results
1 Keith Cronin/Mikie Galvin (Hyundai i20 R5)
1h00m06.8s; 2 Daniel Cronin/JJ Cremin (Ford Fiesta
R5) +1m55s; 3 Ed Synan/Tom Collins (Subaru
Impreza S14 WRC); 4 PJ McDermott/ Niall Burns
(Impreza $12B WRC); 5 Colin Byrne/Eric Calnan
(Ford Escort Mk2); 6 Mike Quinn/Tony Healy (Escort);
7 Eamon Daly/Brian Doherty (Mitsubishi Lancer E9);
8 Tim Enright/ Stephen Buckley (Escort); 9 Viincent
0"Shea/Sean Brunton (Escort); 10 John Danaher/
Martin Mulcahy (Escort).
Class winners: Garry Kelly/Mark Hurley (Honda
Civic); Kevin Horgan/ Liam Fouhy (Skoda Fabia R2);
Micheal Rodgers/Aiden Connolly (Civic); McDermott/
Burns; Pat Ryan/Jack Dalton (Escort); Gordon
Dreaper/Derek Bovenizer (Peugeot 205 GTi); Patrick
Murphy/ Mikey Walsh (Civic); James McCarville/
Emmet Sherry (Escort); Maurice Meskell/ Steve
Meskell (Escort); Sean Moran/Jonathan Keane
(Ford Escort); Byrne/ Calnan; Anthony Breen/
Jill White (Subaru); Daly/ Doherty; David Griffin/
PJ 0'Dowd (Toyota Corolla); Todd Falvey/ larla
McCarthy (Escort); Conor Murphy/ Michael
Hamilton (Civic).
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Gary Watkins looks at the Japanese firm’s utter determination to conquer La Sarthe

TOYOIA

GETS READY TODEFEAT THE
CHALLENGEOFLEMANS |,
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" Last-lap heartbreak in 2016 after
technical failure while leading
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Newest recruit Fernando Alonso will bring big pressure with him
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asateamever
been so well-
prepared for
the Le Mans
24 Hours?
That’sa
question that
hastobe asked about Toyota as
it bids for an elusive first victory
inthe French enduro this year.

The Japanese manufacturer hasn’t
justbeen poundingaround the test
tracks of Europe in the opening months
of the year withits already-proven
TS050 HYBRID; ithasalsobeen gearing
upforthebigraceinan altogether
different way. Ithas been preparing
forthe unexpected.

Thetask thistimearound, says
Toyota Motorsport GmbH technical
director Pascal Vasselon, is “tobeat
LeMans”inayear whenithasno
factory opposition andisup against
privateersonly in LMP1.

Andthatmeansreactingcorrectly to
thekind of problems that deprived it of
aclear-cutchance of victory in three of
thepast four editions of the greatrace.

“Wefailed through unexpected
problems-whatIwould call Le Mans-
specific problems—that we obviously
didnot handle correctly,” explains
Vasselon. “My personal feeling,
lookingat the past two years, isthat
webeatourselves.”

Vasselonistalkingaboutarun of
relatively minor issues-but ones that
had major consequences—in2014,’16
and’17thatpulled therugfrom
underneath Toyota when it was sitting
pretty atthehead of thefield. The task
forthis yearistobeabletoovercome
such problems should they occur.

Dealing with the unexpected has
been top of Toyota’slistasit prepares
for Le Mans 2018. It explains a slightly
eccentricroutine during pre-season
testingthat hasinvolved sendinga car
out withatyrelessrim, learninghow
tochange componentsin the fastest
possible time and making sure
thateachdriverisaw fait with the
complicated systems of the
twin-hybrid T'S050.

Thelandscape haschanged at
the front of the World Endurance
Championship for the 2018-19
‘superseason’. Porsche’s withdrawal
from the LMP1ranksat the end of
lastseason, ayear onfrom Audi’s
disappearance, means that Toyota
isthe clear favourite as the only
manufacturerleft standingin P1.

Manufacturers generally have the
biggest budgets, the best organisation
and strongest driver line-ups.

Allthose things apply to Toyota this
timeasitgoes up against Rebellion,
SMP Racing, DragonSpeed, ByKolles
and the Manor Ginetta team. Butit
alsohasanin-builtadvantage under
myriad technical agreements that
cover the WEC superseason.

The promise of lap time parity made
totheindependent teamsrunning
non-hybrid LMP1 machinery on the
announcement of the superseason last

September wasn’t quite what it seemed.

Thereality is that Toyotahas been
given an advantage of half a second
perlapover the eight and ahalf miles
of the Circuitdela Sarthe underthe
Equivalence of Technology rules
beingused to balance the hybrid
and non-hybrid machinery.

Therulemakers—the Automobile
Clubdel’Ouestand the FIA —-say that
thisisanecessary buffer toensure that
therulesbreaksthe privateers have
been granted donotresultinthem
goingfaster than Toyota. The Japanese
manufacturer simply suggests that it
wasn’t goingtoagree to parity of lap
timesand had FIA statutesonrules
stability onitsside.

Toyota has made concessions, most
dramatically in thenumber of laps
the TS050s can go between pitstops.
Lastyear, ithit 141aps on occasion, but
thisyearit’slimitedto11. The
privateersareallowed todojust
10green-flaglaps onatank of fuel.

Toyotahasa threefold advantage
atLeMans.Inaddition tothe pace
andmileage advantages, the TS050s
will spend less timein the pits.

The time taken torefuel the two
different types of P1 car have been set

up to give Toyota a five-second margin.

Allthisexplainsachange of approach
foramanufacturer that willagain
berunningtwo cars at Le Mans this
year. The expansion to three entries
for Le Mans was never destined to be
continued. It was off the agenda even
before Porsche’s announcement that
itwouldn’t be returning to LMP1
this year.

“If you want to beat Porsche and
Audi you have to outperform them,”
explains Vasselon. “Then you have
tomake this performancereliable.
Testing before was allabout mileage,
mileage, mileage. This year
performance hasnot been a priority.

“Inthe past we havenot given alot
of time to the team to prepare for
thingsthat donot go as expected.
This year has been the opposite. We
have sacrificed mileage to give the
team the opportunity tolearn how
tohandle a car that comes back on
three wheels, a car where everything
blacks out on thedriver.”

Vasselon has invoked the word
‘fake’ from the ‘fake-news’ term of
the moment to describe the kind of
problems Toyota has been simulating
duringits three endurance tests
leading up to the start of the WEC
season at Spa last month. Running
the car around with only three
Michelin tyresis probably the most
extreme example of the kind of fake

“T think that
sometimes
we beat
ourselves”

problem ithasthrown into the mix
duringits pre-season preparation,
but the TMG squad has tried to
simulate a whole host of issues.

“We want to train our guys to
change parts that normally should
notneed changing,” explains
John Litjens, TMG’s LMP1 project
leader. “We made alonglist of
things that might need to be
changed and we now know the
timeit takes to change them.”

Toyota has twice run a TS050 for a
lap with arim sans Michelin tyre. It
ran withoutafront tyre atthe Algarve
circuitin Portugal and withoutarear
atMotorland Aragon in Spain. “It was
donetosimulate aflattyre,” explains
Litjens. “We wanted to see what the
driver felt and to understand what
speed he could come back to the
garage without causing major
damage. But we also wanted to
see how the systemsreacted tothe
wheel-speed sensors giving different
information tonormal.”

Training the drivers has alsobeen
partof theroutine. “Our engineers
have come up with akind of quiz to
help train thedrivers,” continues
Litjens. “They ask, ‘If this happens,
what do you do, what switch do you
hit? The problem is that when the car
isrunning well you don’t need all these
solutions; you kind of forget about
them. There are always back-ups,
but sometimesittakes alongtimeto
react, even for therace engineers.”

Toyota hasn’t been slowed down for
thisseason andithasnointention, it
says, of slowingitself down nomatter
how faritisinfront of the Le Mans
field. That’s because modern P1
hybrids need tobedriven near to
theirlimit tofunction properly.

“If we ask ourselves whether we
should drop our paceif we have abig
advantage, the answer would beno,”
explains Vasselon. “These cars are
designed torunatagiven pace. If you
starttodrop the speed, youlose gripin
thetyresand yourecover more energy
and saturate your battery. We have to
keep the car withinits working window.

. Da:énage scuppered 2013 attack

Itwould not be clevertorun three
seconds off thepace.”

There will be strict guidelinesin place
about what the drivers can doouton
thetrackin traffic, but Vasselon insists
thathasbeen the casefor the past
coupleof years. “Wehave had strong
guidelinesin place already, but this
year they will probably be a bit
stronger,” he says. “Wedon’thaveall
the answers, becauseaccidentsand
contactarearecurringissueatLe
Mans. For sure our drivers will have
avery clearbriefing.”

Thenextobvious question
concernsteam orders. Toyota could be
inaposition touseitslikely dominance
of therace todetermine which of the
two cars wins. Again, Vasselon saysno
change. “Wehave had aset of rulesin
placeforalongtime,” he explains.
“You have seen many times that the
fastest car goesin front,andithas
been working reasonably well.”

Askedif thatraisesissuesof the
driverstaking unnecessaryriskstotry
toprove they are the fastest, Vasselon
responds: “Don’t you think thatis
theirjob? Racingis somehow alittle
bit dangerous and unpredictable. We
willnever transform itinto an activity
thatistotally safe and predictable. We
don’twanttoand we can’t.”

Le Mans willnever be predictable.
Theaccident that put the third Toyota
outof theracelast year, when Nicolas
Lapierre was hit up therear by an
LMP2 carinto the Dunlop Chicane,
istestamenttothat.

Norshould it be forgotten justhow
complex amodern twin-hybrid LMP1
raceris. There’salot moreto go wrong
ona Toyota TS050 HYBRID thana
Rebellion ora Ginetta.

“Our carsare socomplicated,” says
Sebastien Buemi, whoisteamed with
Nakajimaand Fernando Alonsoin the
#8Toyota. “We have a front motor, a
rear motor, a front 'diff, a battery. That
means we have so many more chances
of havinganissue. We should be alittle
bit quicker than the privateers, butI
don’tknow how many times more
complexourcarsare.” ll
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Jaguar took Le Mans victory in 1988 for the first time in over 30 years, but the race was so nearly los

ONE STEPFRI

The formation finish could have been

poaLor

\ ’

The crew were largely unaware of the problems going on inside the car

nemoregear
change, and
Jaguar’scomeback
victory would have
beenderailed at
the 1988 Le Mans

24 Hours.

The British manufacturer came that
closetolosingitsfirst winin the French
enduro since 1957in thefinal hour.
That the winning Tom Walkinshaw
RacingJaguar XJR-9LM lasted the
course owed everythingtothe
mechanical sympathies of lead
driver Jan Lammers, and perhaps
even some kind of sixth sense.

The Dutchman, who shared the
victorious Jaguar XJR-9LM with Andy
Wallace and Johnny Dumfries, knew he
had a gearbox problem as the 24 Hours
drewtoa close. He’d listened to team-
mate Raul Boesel tell the tale of the
retirement of his Jaguarinthe small
hoursashe’d been tyinghisbootlaces
inreadinessfor hisreturn tothe cockpit
inthepenultimate hour. And when the
symptoms he’d just heard described
by the Brazilian appeared to be
manifesting themselvesright behind
him, hetook abold decision that
ultimately secured himself a placein
sportscarracing’s history books.

Lammersleftthe carinfourth and
didn’ttouch theleveragain—hedidn’t
change gear from shortly before the
end of his penultimate stint through
totheend of therace. Thankstothe
massive torque of the seven-litre
Jaguar V12,he wasabletocontinueata
decentlickin agear designed to send
the car down the Mulsanne Straight,
then unsullied by chicanes, at 200mph.

What’s more, he was able to clutchslip
hisway out of the pits after hisfinal
pitstop. Itdidn’t matter if hedamaged
theclutch, he points out, “because
Iwasn’tgoingtoneeditagain”.

“Raul said that he had been shifting
from second to third, and it jumped out
of gear,” recalls Lammers, who was at
LeMansforthe second time with the
Silk Cut-sponsored TWR squad. “He
then explained thathe went tofourth,
anditjumped outagain,and when he
went tofifth, hesaid: ‘All of asuddenI
had anempty 'box’.I went from second
tothird, anditjumped out.Iwent for
fourth, andIexpectedittojumpouta
second time,” continues Lammers.
“Itdidn’t,and Iimmediately decided
thatIwasn’t goingto touch the gear
lever anymore.

“Ididn’tknow exactly what was
wrong, butI’d had enough experience

of preparing gearboxes whenI’d been
racingin Formula Ford 1600 to know
how sensitive they could be. Ijust tried
tomake surethatIdidn’t putonejitter
through the transmission.”

Exactly howmany laps Lammersdid
inthishobbled stateisn’t quite clear.
Eddie Hinckley, who engineered the
winning Jaguar, reckons the problem
struck a couple of laps before his
driver was due to pit. Hisrun sheets
suggest that Lammersdid another
seven laps after his final stop. Sothat’s
ninelaps-orthebetter part of 40
minutes—inonegear.

Lammers knew that onefalse move
could spell disaster: “Iaccelerated
very slowly and when I lifted off for
the corners, Itried tomake sure that
there was always a constantload going
through the gearbox. Ithought thatif T
accelerated or decelerated too quickly,

the whole thing was goingtofall apart.”

Lammers was probably right. The
main pinion shaft of the five-speed
transmission, which haditsrootsin
agearbox developed by British
constructor March for CART single-
seatersin North Americausing
Hewland DG internals, had splitin two
atapoint where an oilway ran through
it. Somehow it was held together over

those finallaps by the splined hub
thattook thedrive from fourth and
fifth gearsthat straddled the break.

The chief mechanic on the winning
#2Jaguar, Rod Benoist, remembers
the stripdown of the gearbox back at
TWRHQ inKidlington after therace.
“Aswetook the gear cluster out, we
saw that the main shafthad splitin
two,” heremembers. “It was a case of
scratchingour heads and thinking,
‘Thank goodness for that.”

Benoist thinks the chances of
Lammersbeingableto selectanother
gear were “about absolutely zero”.
Alastair Macqueen, the chief engineer
onJaguar’s Group C programme,
reckonsthatthe Dutchman could have
selected fifth, but thatit wouldn’t have
been alot of usetohim. Makingit
around thetight Mulsanne and Arnage
corners, letalone getting going from
standstillin the pits, would have been
nigh-onimpossiblein the higher
gear. And adownshift would definitely

—

have spelled disaster. That means
Lammersreally was one gear change
away from bringing Jaguar’s victory
hopestoajudderinghalt.
Lammers’rolein securing Jaguar’s
first Le Mans victory inmore than 30
yearsshouldn’t be underestimated,
reckons Macqueen. “Jan had brilliant
technical sympathy,” he says. “His part
inthat victory has been underplayed.”
First, Lammershad torecognise the
problem. Then he had todrive around
itand keepupadecentpace. The
Jaguar’slap timesdidn’t drop away
massively over thefinallaps,according
toHinckley. “Normally, the times
would have been in the 3m26s and 27s,”
hesays. “They wentinto the 3m30s
straightaway and, rightattheend,
down intothe 40s, butsuchadrop
wasn’tunusual in those times for
thefinal stages of Le Mans.”
Lammers’ ability to keepupadecent
pace wascrucial atatime when the
chasingfactory Porsche 962C shared

“The main
gearbox shaft
had split”

RodiBenoist|




in the c@singstages. By Gary Watkins

rek Bell, Hans Stuck and Klaus
vig wasn’t entirely out of the

tion, despite arun of problems
beganin the early stages of the
when Ludwighad to trickle back

> pits after runningout of fuelin
orsche Curves.

> Jaguarhadbeenalaptothe
when Dumfries handed over the

) his Dutch team-mate, but there
ome concern from the pits over
aceinthefinallaps. Lammers
mbers beingtold “not to slow
1toomuch” over theradio.
ammers’ resolution toleave the
hox in fourth was inspired, so too
1is decision not toinform his team
s woes over the airwaves. Ludwig,
ulprit for running the car out of
would almost certainly have been
oputonaspurtinthe works962C.
sroup C fuel formula gave each car
ctallocation and Porsche was
1deeperintotheblack thanits
Jaguarhadjust twolitresleft

> finish, whereas the Porsche

1 of its 2550 litres remaining

24 hoursof racing.

idn’t want to give toomuch away to
pponents, soIsaid, T'vegotalittle
tfor you’,” explains Lammers.
ysaidthattheydidn’t wantto

- The Jaguar, driven here by

Wallace, was lucky to finish

know, and Itold them, ‘You'reright, you
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don’t want to know’.

The TWR Jaguar squad understood
Lammers’ ‘little secret’ asheleft the
pitsin what patently wasn’tfirst gear.
That explains the Plan B concocted on
the old Le Mans pit counter.

The three XJR-9LMs thatfinished
theraceassembled themselvesina
formationfinish over thefinallaps at
thebehest of the team. Butit wasn’t
for the benefit of the TV cameras. It
wasjustin casetheleadingJag’s
gearbox finally gave up the ghost.

“If the carhad conked out on the last
lap, theidea wasthat one of the others
would have stuck itsnoseinto the
gearbox of Jan’s car and pushed it
acrosstheline,” explains Macqueen.
“I'mnotsurehow, because it wasn’t
something we practised.”

Benoist confirms that there was some
kind of plan to this effect in the works,
although he also questions how it would
have worked. “That was the kind of plan
that Tom [Walkinshaw, team head]
would have come up with, being the
crafty old devil he was, and Ithink he
wasready toimplementit,” he explains.
“That’s why we needed two cars there
behind Jan, because theradiatorin the
nose would have been incredibly prone

tothe wing-support plates from Jan’s
car goingrightthroughit.”

Notthat Plan Bwascommunicated
tothedrivers behind Lammers. Derek
Daly, who was at the wheel of the
Jaguarrun by TWR’s North American
operation that finished in fourth place,
isadamant thathe was never told
thathe mightbe called upon to
somehow push histeam-mate around,
justthathehadtostay close behind
ontheruntotheflag.

“Idon’trememberthat,” says Daly,
who was teamed with Larry Perkins
and Kevin Cogan. “Idon’tdoubt that it
was discussed, but they would only
haveneeded tocommunicateittous
if itsuddenly becamenecessary.”

Lammers wasn’timpressed by the
presence of the other remaining Jags
on histailashetried to baby his car
home. “Iremember Jantellingusin
ratherflowery language to stop the
other cars crowding him,” says
Macqueen. “Heneeded todo everything
very gingerly —he was brakingand
acceleratingsogently-thathedidn’t
want other carsright up behind him.”

The Jaguar didn’tneed ahelpinghand
intheend. Thehelpit got wasthat
Lammers chosenottolayahand on
thegearleverinthosefinallaps. ®
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Modifications were made to the Jaguar XJR-9LM to pass scrutineering

Back stories to a famous win

Allfive TWR entries failed
scrutineeringin the Place
des Jacobinsin the shadow
of the gothic splendour of Le
Mans cathedral because they
were somewhere between
25and 30mm toolong.

The LM version of the XJR-9
hadbeenrunningadjustable
mountingplatesintesting
while therear-wingposition
wasfinalised, and the
production version had never
been put on the car until they
arrived in Le Mans city centre.

“Theydidn’tfitinthe
truck with the wings on, so
the wings never went on
until we got to scrutineering,”
recalls Macqueen.

“Itwasafairly simplefix—
al0-minutejoboneachcar
— by extendingthefront of the
plate with some suspension-
mounting plates that wehad
withusinthetruck.”

The winning car wentinto
therace with asignificantly
different set-up to the other
four XJR-9LMs. Lammersand
Hinckley had raised the front
ride height during qualifying
insearch of amorebenign-
handlingcar, butitalsoended
uprunninglower attherear
duringtherace. Lammers
suggeststhatthis wasanidea
that Hinckley came up with
between the warm-up and
therace, butthe engineer
suggeststhatitactually
resulted from amistake.

“When we measured the car
after the warm-up wefound
thattherear waslowerthan
we’dintended,” says Hinckley.
“Jansaidit wasabithairy
inthePorsche Curves, but
thatitgave himabit of extra
straight-line speed. It wasn’t
anythingclever onmy part.”

Abroken windscreen

sustained by the winning car
costitsone-laplead over the
chasing Porsche on Sunday
morning, buthad the TWR
Jaguarbeenin the samespec
as1987it would have taken
much longer. The XJRhad
previously sported bonded-in
windscreens, butfor 1988 they
were clamped in place
courtesy of therulesforthe
North American IMSA series,
which Jaguar entered for the
firsttime that year.
“Thescreens on the original
Jaguars were bonded in and
would have needed chiseling
out,” says TWR Jaguar
designer Tony Southgate. “It
made sense to have them
standard acrossall the cars.”
Walkinshaw wasin the thick
of theaction duringthe
change, takingthe broken
screen off Benoistashe was
handed thereplacement.

Wallace, Dumfries
and Lammers

The victorious Jaguar only had fourth gear for the final 40 minutes of the race
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ith18races
inthe books
sincethe
advent of
the control
LMP2
formula
inthe World Endurance
Championship and European
LeMans Seriesin 2017, the tally
reads 15 wins for the ORECA 07,
two for the Ligier JSP217 and
justonefor the DallaraP217.
Evenif that figureis swayed by
ORECA’s monopolisation of the
WEC grid last year, that doesn’t
make happy reading for Ligier
constructor Onroak Automotive.
LeMans 2017 was an apt summary
of the story sofar. Onthe biggest
stage of them all, Ligier was notin
the picture asthe DCRacing ORECA
threatened to steal outright victory
from the unreliable LMP1s. For
Onroak’s Philippe Dumas, it wasa
livingnightmare; ORECA locked
out the top nine in qualifying, while
the quickest Ligier from United
Autosports wasregularly three
seconds off the paceinrace trim. A
cleanrun from Filipe Albuquerque,
Hugo de Sadeleer and Will Owen
gave United fifth overall, but there

e
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could be nodisguising that the result
owed much to others’ misfortune.
“I’'ve done many 24-hourracesand I
never had such a cleanrace, even the
onesIwon,” says Daytona 24 Hours
victor Albuquerque. “It’s goingto be
difficult to top what we did last year.”
But concern that LMP2 will be
another foregone conclusion might
bemisplaced. Dumas contends that
the opening rounds of the ELMS at
Paul Ricard and Monza—in which
Ligier’sbestresultthusfarisseventh -
willnot be representative of Le Mans,
asthe FIA and ACO have given Ligier
(and Dallara) dispensation toimprove
their Sprintand Le Manskits.
Albuquerquedrove aRebellion
ORECA atthe Nurburgring WEC
round last year and quickly saw why it
wasthe benchmark. “Itfeltlike more of
anagilecar,” hesays. “Ithink they have
alighter car, butaswellI think alotof
their strength is with the aero package.
They were spot on atmakingthe carat
thefirstattempt. How easy the car was
to get tothoselap times was also pretty
nice, butatthesametimeIcould see
itwasmore demandingon thetyres.”
Ligier’'skindnessonits tyres was
keyin United’s ELMS victoriesat
Silverstone and the Red Bull Ring
last year,and Albuquerque has been
working closely with Dunlop to fine-
tune the compounds to best suit the car.
Butgreater durability over
aguadruple stint willmean
nothingif itisnocloseron
* pace. With thisinmind, Ligier
hasfocused its work on
improving the aerodynamic
efficiency of the nose section
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UPALEVELINI

James Newbold describes how the French firm has hlg plans

GIER AIMSSTOSTEP.
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Ex-Manchester United goalkeeper Barthez’s Ligier team is back this

toreduce dragonthe Mulsanne
Straightand, while Dumas brands
theresulta “compromise” between
what it wanted to change and what
was allowed, heis confident of being
more competitive this term.

“Last year was a disaster because we
did Le Mans with the Sprint package,”
hesays. “It’sadifficult question
because we can take the dispensation
asapresentfromthe FIA, butit’snot
the complete package. We have tofind
acompromise with the room we were
allowed to modify. We did a test after
Paul Ricard ELMS with the Le Mans
package for thefirsttimeand the
numberslook promising. We are
reasonably confident tobealot closer
tothe ORECA.”

United boss Richard Dean, also the
UK agent for Ligier, has expanded to
two cars, with Juan Pablo Montoya
making his Le Mans debut alongside
Owen and de Sadeleer, while
Albuquerque partners Paul di Resta—
whoimpressed Dean at Sebring—and
Phil Hanson. Although he’snot getting
carried away by the “significant step
up” from the Sprintand Le MansKitsin
testing, the 2006 GT2 winneris quietly
optimistic of turningthe tableson
ORECA aftera “98 per cent perfect
operational Le Mans” ontheteam’s
debutlast year.

“Youdon’t need many detail
differences at 150mph-plus or 200mph
toeffectabigchange,” Dean says.
“We’renotlookingatit, if it happens,

-

United Autosports took
fifth on Le Mans debut

thatit will be somuch of a surprise.
Ican understand why people would
think that, based on what we’ve seen
from thefirsttwo ELMSraces, but
youdon’tputadriver line-up together
like we’ve done and have adebutlike
wedid last year and not gointoit
thinkinganythingother than
‘we’ve gotagood chance.”
Albuquerque adds: “Ican guarantee
that we will not be asfar off as we were
last year.Idon’t know how much closer
we will be, butif we are within half a
second toone second, we are stillfine.”
Aside from the United cars, Ligier
hasacouplemorebulletsin the gun to
pose achallenge. Thereis the Panis-
Barthez Competition carrun by Tech 1
Racing, which features ex-Manor F1
driver Will Stevens, while DC Racing
alsohas two examples fielded by OAK
Racing,inadditiontoits Jota-run
ORECAs. The #33 car entered for
team patron David Chengisn’t
expected to challenge, but the #34
of reigningIMSA champion Ricky
Taylor, Come Ledogar and David
Heinemeier Hansson is an outside
bet for a podium, bolstered by
engineers from crack GT team
WRT and the US-based ESM outfit.
“Le Mans this yearis an obligation
forusto getagoodresult,” says
Dumas. “It’s extremely important
because LMP2is atop category and
it’sashowcase—we have to show
the highestlevel of the company. We
have a better car, so considering the
line-up between United, DCRacing
and Panis-Barthez, we have a chance
todo well and to change the way of
thinkingabout Ligier.” ®
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This year’s race
be 86th edition

Toyota seeks top
step of podium

Race begins at
1500hrs Saturday

Le Mans 2018

Sunday, June 10

1430- 1900hrs

Scruntineering at the Place de la Republique

Monday, June 11

1000-1800hrs

Scruntineering at the Place de la Republique

Tuesday, June 12

1700-1830hrs

Autograph session in pitlane

Wednesday, June 13

1600-2000hrs

Free practice

2200-0000hrs

Qualifying session 1

Thursday, June 14

1730-1825hrs

Road to Le Mans Race 1

1900-2100hrs

Qualifying session 2

2200-0000hrs

Qualifying session 3

Friday, June 15

1000-2000hrs

Access to pitlane

1730-1900hrs

Drivers' parade in downtown Le Mans

Saturday, June 16

0900-0945hrs Warm-up
1015-1100hrs Festival Aston Martin race
1130-1225hrs Road to Le Mans Race 2

1400-1430hrs

Presentation of the teams and drivers

1451 Start of the formation lap

1500 Start of the 86th 24 Hours of Le Mans
Sunday, June 17

1500 Race finish

*For UK timings, subtract one hour

LMP1
NO |DRIVER | TEAM |cAR

1 Andre Lotterer / Neel Jani/ Bruno Senna Rebellion Racing Rebellion-Gibson R13

3 Thomas Laurent/ Mathias Beche / Gustavo Menezes Rebellion Racing Rebellion-Gibson R13

4 Oliver Webb / Dominik Kraihamer / Tom Dillmann ByKolles Racing Team ENSO CLM-Nissan P1/01

5 Charlie Robertson / Mike Simpson / Leo Roussel CEFCTRSM Racing (Manor) | Ginetta-Mecachrome G60-LT-P1

6 Oliver Rowland / Alex Brundle / Oliver Turvey CEFC TRSM Racing (Manor) | Ginetta-Mecachrome G60-LT-P1

7 Mike Conway / Kamui Kobayashi/ Jose Maria Lopez Toyota Gazoo Racing Toyota TS050 HYBRID

8 Sebastien Buemi/ Kazuki Nakajima / Fernando Alonso Toyota Gazoo Racing Toyota TSO50 HYBRID

10 |BenHanley/RengervanderZande / Henrik Hedman DragonSpeed BRE-Gibson BR1

11 |Jenson Button / Mikhail Aleshin / Vitaly Petrov SMP Racing (ART) BRE-AERBR1

17 |Stephane Sarrazin/ Egor Orudzhev/Matevos Isaakyan SMP Racing (ART) BRE-AERBR1
LMP2

22 |PauldiResta/ Filipe Albuquerque / Phil Hanson United Autosports Ligier-Gibson JSP217

23 | Wil Stevens/ Timothe Buret / Julien Canal Panis Barthez Competition Ligier-Gibson JSP217

25  |Mark Patterson / Ate de Jong / Tacksung Kim Algarve Pro Racing Ligier-Gibson JSP217

26 |Jean-Eric Vergne / Roman Rusinov/ Andrea Pizzitola G-Drive Racing (TDS) ORECA-Gibson 07

28 |Loic Duval/ Matthieu Vaxiviere / Francois Perrodo TDS Racing ORECA-Gibson 07

29 |GiedovanderGarde/Jan Lammers/ Frits van Eerd Racing Team Nederland Dallara-Gibson P217

31 |PastorMaldonado / Nathanael Berthon / Roberto Gonzalez | DragonSpeed ORECA-Gibson 07

32 |Juan Pablo Montoya/ WillOwen / Hugo de Sadeleer United Autosports Ligier-Gibson JSP217

33 |David Cheng/Nick Boulle / Pierre Nicolet Jackie Chan DC Racing (OAK) | Ligier-Gibson JSP217

34 |Ricky Taylor/ Come Ledogar/ David Heinemeier Hansson | Jackie Chan DC Racing (OAK) | Ligier-Gibson JSP217

35 |Norman Nato / Viktor Shaytar / Harrison Newey SMP Racing Dallara-Gibson P217

36 [Nicolas Lapierre / Andre Negrao / Pierre Thiriet Signatech Alpine Matmut Alpine-Gibson A470

37 |Jazeman Jaafar/ Weiron Tan / Nabil Jeffri Jackie Chan DC Racing (Jota) | ORECA-Gibson 07

38 |Ho-Pin Tung/ Stephane Richelmi/ Gabriel Aubry Jackie Chan DC Racing (Jota) | ORECA-Gibson 07

39 | Tristan Gommendy /Jonathan Hirschi/ Vincent Capillaire | Graff-SO24 ORECA-Gibson 07

40 |Enzo Guibbert/Jose Gutierrez/James Allen G-Drive Racing (Graff) ORECA-Gibson 07

44 | Andrea Bertolini/ Nic Jonsson / Tracy Krohn Eurasia Motorsport Ligier-Gibson JSP217

47  |Felipe Nasr/ Giorgio Sernagiotto / Roberto Lacorte Cetilar Villorba Corse Dallara-Gibson P217

48  |Paul-Loup Chatin/Memo Rojas / Paul Lafargue IDEC Sport ORECA-Gibson 07

50 |Erwin Creed/Romano Ricci/ Thomas Dagoneau Larbre Competition Ligier-Gibson JSP217
GTEPro

51 |James Calado/ Alessandro Pier Guidi/ Daniel Serra AF Corse Ferrari 488 GTE ‘evo’

52 | ToniVilander/ Antonio Giovinazzi/ Pipo Derani AF Corse Ferrari 488 GTE ‘evo’

63 |Jan Magnussen/Antonio Garcia/ Mike Rockenfeller Corvette Racing (Pratt & Miller) | Chevrolet Corvette C7.R

64  |Oliver Gavin/ Tommy Milner / Marcel Fassler Corvette Racing (Pratt & Miller) | Chevrolet Corvette C7.R

66 |Olivier Pla/Stefan Mucke / Billy Johnson Ford Chip GanassiTeam UK | Ford GT

67 |Andy Priaulx/Harry Tincknell / Tony Kanaan Ford Chip GanassiTeam UK  |Ford GT

68 |Sebastien Bourdais/ Dirk Muller / Joey Hand Ford Chip Ganassi Team USA | Ford GT

69 |Ryan Briscoe/Richard Westbrook/ Scott Dixon Ford Chip Ganassi Team USA |Ford GT

71 |Sam Bird/ Davide Rigon/ Miguel Molina AF Corse Ferrari 488 GTE ‘evo’

81  |Martin Tomczyk / Nicky Catsburg/ Philipp Eng BMW Team MTEK BMW M8 GTE

82 |Augusto Farfus / Antonio Felix da Costa/ Alexander Sims | BMW Team MTEK BMW M8 GTE

91 | Gianmaria Bruni/Richard Lietz / Frederic Makowiecki Porsche GT Team (Manthey) | Porsche 911 RSR

92 |Michael Christensen /Kevin Estre / Laurens Vanthoor Porsche GT Team (Manthey) | Porsche 911 RSR

93  |[Nick Tandy / Patrick Pilet / Earl Bamber Porsche GT Team (CORE) Porsche 911 RSR

94  |Timo Bernhard / Romain Dumas / Sven Muller Porsche GT Team (CORE) Porsche 911 RSR

95  [Nicki Thiim/Marco Sorensen / Darren Turner Aston Martin Racing (Prodrive) | Aston Martin Vantage GTE

97 |Jonny Adam/Alex Lynn/Maxime Martin Aston Martin Racing (Prodrive) | Aston Martin Vantage GTE
GTEAm

54 |Giancarlo Fisichella/ Francesco Castellacci/ Thomas Flohr | Spirit of Race (AF) Ferrari 488 GTE

56 |Jorg Bergmeister/ Patrick Lindsey / Egidio Perfetti Team Project 1 Porsche 911 RSR

61 Matt Griffin / Keita Sawa / Mok Weng Sun Clearwater Racing Ferrari488 GTE

70 | Olivier Beretta/ Eddie Cheever lll / Motoaki Ishikawa MR Racing (AF) Ferrari 488 GTE

77 |Matt Campbell/Julien Andlauer / Christian Ried Dempsey-Proton Racing Porsche 911 RSR

80 |Fabio Babini/ Christina Nielsen / Erik Maris Ebimotors Porsche 911 RSR

84 |Jeff Segal/ Cooper MacNeil / Liam Giriffin JMW Motorsport Ferrari 488 GTE

85 |Jeroen Bleekemolen/Luca Stolz/Ben Keating Keating Motorsports (Risi) Ferrari 488 GTE

86 |BenBarker/Alex Davison / Michael Wainwright Gulf Racing UK Porsche 911 RSR

88 |Matteo Cairoli/ Giorgio Roda/Khaled Al Qubaisi Dempsey-Proton Racing Porsche 911 RSR

90 |EuanHankey/Charlie Eastwood/ Salih Yoluc TF Sport Aston Martin Vantage GTE

98 |PedrolLamy/Mathias Lauda/Paul DallaLana Aston Martin Racing (Prodrive) | Aston Martin Vantage GTE

99 |Patrick Long/Spencer Pumpelly/ Tim Pappas Proton Competition Porsche 911 RSR
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Mitchell claimed a
hard-fought brace

On a glorious Sunday when 1992
Formula 1 world champion Nigel
Mansell and Murray Walker opened
the new Thruxton Centre and Karun
Chandhok exercised a Williams-
Cosworth FW08C to mark the
ultra-fast BARC circuit’s 50th
Anniversary, Historic Formula

Ford and Minis lived up to their
reputation, enthralling an
enthusiastic audience.

Eightpoints adrift of Cameron
Jackson after Donington and Cadwell
Park double-headers, Ben Mitchell
pulled off two astonishingly close wins
inaMerlyn Mk20to top the Historic
Sports Car Club Formula Ford 1600
table. Inrepeating his 2015 double (in
father Westie’s sister chassis), Mitchell
emulated the car’sfirst owner Rob
Cooper’s July 1972 victories at Thruxton.

Havingled four times previously,asa
writhing seven-car snake embroiled
titlerivals Jackson, reigning champion
Richard Tarlingand Callum Grant,
plus Max Bartell, brother Sam Mitchell
and veteran Tiff Needell (in his original
Autosportprize Lotus 69), Mitchell left
ittothefinal corner beforerounding
Bartell boldly inrace one. With Tarling
robbing Grant of third on theline,
thefirst four missed the chequered
flag,indeed Bartell thought he’d won
italaplater! “Thekidsshould have
been disqualified, then I’d have won,”
smiled Needell.

Ben Mitchell waited patiently in
another breathtakingslipstreamer later,
drafting through from fourth toedge
Jackson by 0.147s, with Bartell, the
clutchless Tarlingand Ed Thurston,
whohadraced from the back to seventh
intheopener. Grantstartedin the
pitlane, scrutineers having spotted that
hisrollhoop stay pin was missing, but
shotthrough tosixth.

Photos: Steve Jones

The Mini championshipraces
were equally frenetic, although Tom
Sanderson broke the tow, unusually, to
win Saturday’s 1000cc Se7en opener by
5.699s. Sunday’s sequel was brewing up
on lap four when Daniel Budd, in the
lead group, had amonumental accident
having clipped Max Hunter ataround
115mph on Woodham Hill and
somersaulted over the guardrail (see
racing news). Budd and amarshal
escaped seriousinjury. Darren Thomas
wasleading Spencer Wanstall, from row
five,and Sanderson when red flags flew.

Theslick-shod Miglias, pulling
130mph with 1293cc engines screaming
towards 9000rpm, huntedin packs as
ever. Sunday morning’s opener lost Alfie
Brown, double champion Rupert Deeth
and Charlie Budd in an early incident
atthe chicane, but pointsleader Dave
Drew, Nick Padmore—eight days after
hisHistoric F1 Williams FW07C win at
Brands Hatch—Aaron Smith and 2009
champ Kane Astin (whose 1m29.270s lap
was the weekend’s best) were blanketed
by 0.65s at the finish.

Second time out Smith beat early
pacemaker Drew by a second after the
six-carlead battledistilled to the pair
of them. They finished clear of a train
embroiling Astin (almost overcome by
petrol fumes with his car’sfiller cap
off), Colin Peacock, Budd, Jason Porter
and Deeth, who setfastestlap in his
patched-up car. Robert Howard was
unabletojointhem.

Motor Racing Legends’ sportscar
miscellany, combining RAC Woodcote
Trophy Pre-1956 and Stirling Moss
Trophy Pre’61 contenders, was popular
and theracingupfront was very closeas
many debutantslearned the unforgiving
track. Honours were shared between
the vastly experienced and versatile

Chris Wardin arorty Lister-Jaguar

e P T E =

A, =

Ward and Bryant proved to be the cl

and Oliver Bryantinanimble Lotus 15.

Bryanthad arear wheel work loose
inthe opener but, following overnight
hub machining by Clive Robinson,
bounced back to win a wonderful
Sunday dogfight. The duo, who traded
places constantly through the Noble,
Village and Goodwood sweepers to
Church, were followed onto the podium
by Billy Bellinger, in Keith Ahlers’little
LolaMKk1 Prototype.

Coopershadfinished third and fourth
on Saturday, the T49 Monaco of Justin
Maeers (who survived a hairy wobble
atChurch)and theintrepid Charlie
Martin crossingtheline ahead of the
Jaguar-powered T38 of Patrick
Blakeney-Edwards.

Ric Wood’s Ford Capri won both
Historic Touring Carraces, its
crossover-injected Weslake V6engine
sounding magnificent. British Touring
Carleader Adam Morgan tamed iton
Saturday, when James Hanson led
initially in Paul Pochciol’s Broadspeed
Jaguar XJ12Creplica. The Chevrolet
Camaros of Tony Dron Trophy Group 1
winner Olly Bryantand Alex
Thistlethwayte,and American Fred

ass of the Stirling Moss Trophy field

Wakeman’s Rover V8displaced the Jag
onceinPochciol’shands.

Hanson led Wood until the stops on
Sunday. Thereafter Ric was unstoppable
and Bryant ousted Pochciol from
second. Patrick Watts and John Spiers
enjoyed aheady Group 1 Capritussle
when Watts’ Levis Frank & Jeans car
lost out to Spiers’ Hermetite version
whenitran outof fuel.

The HSCC Guards Trophy round
reminded older onlookers of the BARC’s
Castrol/ Motoring News sportscar
racesof the early *70sin which obsolete
Chevron B6s and B8sfeatured. They are
now atthe sharpend, although once
Graeme Dodd had relayed son Jamesin
their Ginetta G16, intermediate leader
James Schryver (B8) was destined for
silver. Yorkshiremen John Waggitt—
on his Thruxton debut-and Peter
Needham madeitathree-marque
podium with the former’s Lenham.

The GT section was pretty intense,
John Spiers earning top honoursin his
thunderous TVR Griffith. Inthe Lotus
Elan class defending champion John
Davison (Ian Walker Racing Gold Bug
tribute 26R) was pressed extremely hard

Historic Touring Cars Race 2: Aaron Smith
Race 1: Adam Morgan

(Ford Capri) Mini Se7en

Race 2: Ric Wood Race 1: Tom Sanderson
(Ford Capri) Race 2: Darren Thomas
HSCC Guards Trophy RAC Woodcote Trophy/
Graeme & James Dodd Stirling Moss Trophy

(Ginetta-BMW G16) Race 1: Chris Ward

(Lister-Jaguar ‘Knobbly’)

Historic Formula Ford Race 2: Oliver Bryant

Race 1: Ben Mitchell (Lotus 15)

(Merlyn Mk20)

Race 2: Ben Mitchell Single-seaters

(Merlyn Mk20) Race 1: Paul Smith
(Ralt RT3)

Mini Miglia Race 2: Andy Smith

Race 1: Dave Drew (March 783)

by local ace Paul Tooms who, having
been hindered by pesky Chevrons, went
out when adriveshaftletgoat Allard.

Star of the Spirit of Thruxton
single-seater races, which drew asmall
two-litrefield, was UK-born Australian
Stephen Weller’s works March 722-5—in
which Niki Lauda finished third behind
reigning champion Ronnie Peterson and
Francois Cevertin the venue’s
European F2roundin 1972.

Although the ‘soft’ BDA-engined car
was ultimately hobbled by fuel pump
issues, Weller ran second on Sunday,
behind runaway winner Andy ‘Ginetta’
Smith, whose Saturday debutin the F3
March 783-2 was curtailed by electrical
failure, benefiting Paul Smith (Ralt
RT3), with whom he’d been dicing.

With Andy chargingfrom the back,
Paul Smith wasleading on Sunday when
abroken damper forced retirement.
Andy lapped ever quicker toclaim the
Jochen Rindt Memorial Trophy. Two
exemplary drives by Scott Blakeney
indad Pat’s FF2000 Deltanetted fine
runner-up placings, over Tom Smith
(Royale RP27) and Chris Levy (Van
Diemen RF83) respectively.

Chandhok completed demonstration laps inWilliams FW08C from 1983

Sandersonromped clear from the pack to win the opening Mini Se7enrace inimpres

sive style by 5.7 seconds
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Renault became the seventh
manufacturer to be represented
onthe TCRUKgrid as Alex Morgan’s
Megane joined the fray at Brands
Hatch last weekend.

The Swiss Wolf-Power Racing team is
running the new Vukovic Motorsport-
developed carin TCR Germany, but
teethingtrouble at the Oschersleben
openerledittoskip the nextround.
Instead, it went back to the test bench,
before travellingtothe UK in
preparation for the third round of TCR
Germany this weekend.

“We didn’t seem far away at the Balance
of Performance testin Valencia, but
when we got to Oschersleben wehad a
fewissues with the power delivery and
the driveability of the car,” says Morgan,
who was runner-upin the 2013 Renault
UK Clio Cupand drove a SEAT for Wolf-
Power in TCR Germany last year.

“Itwasclearthat we werenotevenin
the same ballpark as the other cars. We
were down about 11kph. There were
someissues which meant the engine
would sacrifice power to saveitself.

“Thedevelopment [started]last year
butafter Valencia, when all the

“ MURRAY,PROVESITHEIMAN
RTO/BEAT,INNATIONALIFF1600,

Lloyd (23) is yet to
be beaten in TCR UK

MAKEIT SIX

ESIN.

CRUK

L_-_‘ i

[homologation] details came through,
wehad todoalot of reworking and, for
somereason, the system just didn’t work
as we were expecting.”

Developinga carinpublicisnoteasy,
as DPE Motorsport has alsofound with
its pair of AlfaRomeo Giuliettas (see
racing news). Performance may not
translate from test-bed to track as solving
one problem can unmask another.

“We seeiton the dyno, weare close to
the SEAT now,” says Wolf-Power team
boss Adrian Wolf. “It’sa big, bigstep
forward. The datalooks great today in the
morning, but after four laps he started to
push more, and after that we had a power-
steering problem and boost problem.

“Maybe we need too much power for the
power steering so the power box
says, ‘thank you, not withme,” and
cutseverything. So you have 200-and-
something horse power. Alexdida
really good job with the laptime [in
qualifying] because half of thelaphe
hasnot [even] 300bhp.”

Morgan qualified 12th of the 14 cars,
then made several pitstops during the
races as he struggled tomanhandle the
car, allowing the team to perform further

Two wins went the way of Murray (8) toextend hisleadin the standings

systems checks, eventually retiring
from both. Butheis convinced thatit
will be worth the effort.

“It’s been difficult for usto doactual
car set-up work because we’ve been so
down on power,” Morgan says. “I'm
hopingnow we actually starttounlock
abitmore of the potential of the car
becauseif youlook at the build-quality
of it, it’sabsolutely fantastic—I've not
seenanythinglikeit.

“ThingsthatIthink will make the car
better, Milenko [Vukovic]is more than
happy tojust get on the case and start
developing. We've got to go through this
phasenow becauseit’snotastried and
tested asthe SEAT butit’sjustamatter
of time and persevering.”

Atthehead of thefield, Daniel Lloyd
continued hisdominant form. The
WestCoast Racing driver took his
Volkswagen Golf to another pair of
victories, stretching his winning streak
tosixraces. Lloyd didn’t haveitall his
own way, though, asfirst Ollie Taylor
—inhisnew FK7model Honda Civic—
and then Carl Swift (Cupra) gave him
agoodrun.

Inthe opener, Taylor moved ahead as

Niall Murray’s crushing pace all
weekend meant that the rest of

the National Formula Ford
Championshipfield wasfighting
over second in the opening tworaces.

Murray’s Van Diemen RF99 took
thefirst by nearly six seconds from Joey
Foster (Ray GR08), who evoked
memories of hislatest Festival triumph
with a pass around the outside of
Michael Eastwell (Spectrum 011C) at
Paddock Hill Bend. On this occasion
though, notonly did he brave it around
Paddock, healsohungaround the
outside of Druids before passing.

Foster kept Murray in his sightsin
race two, but was unable tomounta
challenge for victory as the opener’s
podium was repeated. Pointsleader
Murray rose from eighth to third in the
reversed-gridrace three, histask made
harder by yellow flags. Polesitter Neil
Maclennanled fromlightstoflagin his
Cliff Dempsey Racing Ray GR16, having
progressed from the back of the gridin
race two. He had stuttered toretirement
after running second in the opener;
runningoutof fuel after the race was
extended due to a safety-car period.
Hugo Bentley-Ellis took second for his

Lloydbogged down from pole position
and was nudged into a half-spin by
fourth qualifier Lewis Kent’s Hyundai
i30N at Druids. But the Yorkshireman
hungon and chased theleader down,
catching Taylor by surprise withamove
at Clearways on lap five of 36. He then
managed to build and sustain a two-
second lead while struggling with tyre
pick-up. Behind them Kent secured a
maiden podium from Lloyd’s team-
mate Jessica Backman, who benefited
when Josh Price’s Honda Civiclost
power on the finallap.
Inthereversed-grid race two, Lloyd
carved through fromninth to challenge
polesitter Swift. The Volkswagen dived

Morgan’s Megane
had problems

Photos: Gary Hawkins

Caterham Academy James Colburn
Green Group: Justin Heap (Austin A40 Speedwell)
White Group: Gregory Monks

Mazda MX-5 Supercup

Caterham Seven 270R
Race 1: Jamie Falvey
Race 2: Jamie Falvey

Race 1: Luke Herbert
Race 2: Luke Herbert
Race 3: James Blake-Baldwin

Caterham Seven 310R
Race 1: Alan Gooper

National Formula Ford
Race 1: Niall Murray

Race 2: Chris Rankin (Van Diemen RF99)
Race 3: Christian Szaruta Race 2: Niall Murray
(Van Diemen RF99)
Caterham Roadsport Race 3: Neil Maclennan
Race 1: Daniel French (Ray GR16)
Race 2: James Murphy
TCR UK

HRDC Allstars
Peter Chambers
(Lotus Ford Cortina Mk1)

Race 1: Daniel Lloyd
(Volkswagen Golf GTI TCR)
Race 2: Daniel Lioyd
(Volkswagen Golf GTI TCR)
HRDC Touring Greats

Herberttook Mazda MX-5 brace

inside at Graham Hill Bend, only for
Swift tohit back at Surtees. Lloyd finally
completed the move with an outside
passat Druids threelapslater, butthe
tenacious Swift had impressed with
hispaceandracecraft. Sadly, he had
noreward aslater contact with Andreas
Backman (VW Golf GTI)at Druids
ended both theirraces.

That promoted Jessica Backman
tosecond and Howard Fuller (Honda
Civic) tothird, maiden podiums for
both. Taylor’s threat had been blunted
by early contact knocking his tracking
askew, while Kent went backwards with
areturnof the tyredelaminationissues
hesuffered at Knockhill.

maiden National FF'1600 podium.

Thelarge Caterham 310R entry
required a two-from-three race format,
with Alan Cooper duckingout of Lee
Bristow’s slipstream to take thefirst
by 0.04s after a thrilling battlealso
involving Chris Hutchinson and
Gordon Sawyer. Bristow was beaten
by Christian Szaruta by an almost
identical margininrace three, which
was shortened after Nathan Bell’s
engine blow-upled toamulti-car
accident on therunto Graham Hill
Bend. Chris Rankin won a typically
closerace twofrom Szarutaand Cooper.

The closest finish of the weekend
though wasinthe Caterham
Roadsports, when James Murphy
held off Caterham CEO Graham
Macdonald to win the second race by
just0.016s. Early leader Daniel French
was third, havingdropped to eighth
when momentarily stuck in second gear
exiting Clearways. French had taken a
more comfortable victoryinraceone,
from Dan Halstead and Murphy.

Pete Walterslost the opening
Caterham 270R race after being
slapped with a 10s penalty for
excessively blocking Jamie Falvey on

theruntotheflagbut such wasthepair’s
advantage that Waltersretained second.
They duked throughout, with Walters
moving ahead when Falvey was baulked
by abackmarker, and it was a similar
story inrace two with Falvey prevailing.

Reigning champion Luke Herbert
added twomore wins to histally inthe
Mazda MX-5 Supercup, holding off
Jack Harding and James Blake-Baldwin
inraceone. Thefollowing pair’s order
was swapped in race two, where Herbert
admitted he was helped by numerous
yellow flags allowing him to take better
lines for defending the available
overtakingspots.

Blake-Baldwin claimed amore frantic
racethree, spiced up by a top-eight
gridreversal. He sealed the win with
identical lunges on both Aidan Hillsand
then Jon Greensmith at Paddock Hill
Bend, as Herbert managed fourth.

James Colburn took his Austin A40
tovictoryinthe HRDC Touring
Greats, passing Ding Boston’s 1959
Riley 1.5 OUMF and the 1962 Alfa Romeo
Giulietta Tiof Gavin Watson after the
pitstops. Neil Brown was closing on
Bostoninsecond when he spun his
Austin A35, butrecovered to third.
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MGF ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATE
SPE EIIII.TMG LI

There is never a shortage of
attractions at Silverstone’s MG
Live, but this time one stood apart,
with a special race open to all
competition MGFs and TFs to
mark the 20th anniversary of the
BRDC’s MGF Cup and MG Car
Club’s Abingdon Trophy.

The MGF Cup was afamous big-budget
series supporting British Formula 3
and GT;iteven supported the British
Grand Prixin 1998 and "99.

The Abingdon Trophy ran in parallel
for club competitors with road-going
vehicles, before the two series were
merged intothe MG Trophy in the 2000s.

Theanniversary race was the work of
MG stalwart David Coulthard, who owns
one of theremaining Cup cars, which he
droveintheanniversaryrace.

“That’s how the ball got going, my
Cupcar,” says Coulthard. “Inoticed
thatit was comingup on the 20th
anniversary from 1998t02018,so1

thoughtit would beagoodideato
mark the occasion.”

However, Coulthard found organising
theraceatryingtask. “Championship
coordinators that do this week-in week-
out:Itake my cap off tothem,” he admits.
“I’'vefound it hard work to motivate and
identify who the drivers are and keep
them informed of what’s goingon.

“Therehasn’t been an abundance of
MGFsracingsoit wasalwaysa bitof a
tall order of tryingtolocate the cars:
[many of] the Cup cars have migrated
to Australiaand theroad-goingcars
werea little thin on the ground.”

Anniversary race winner Jonathan
Harker paid tribute to Coulthard.
“Hedeserves a trophy for doingthat,”
Harkersays, “I'm very grateful tohim,
Ithink weallare.”

The MGF Cup provided a springboard
tothe careersof anumber of notable
driversduringits existence. “People like
Warren Hughes, who won the MGF Cup

in 1999, he moved on to touring cars and
racingthe sportscar for MG at Le
Mans,” Coulthard explains.

“Also peoplelike Dave Loudon who
willrace anything with a Rover badge
onthefront of itand Paul O’Neill, who
iscommentating on touring cars, he
was adriver in 1999 and 2000. It’s been
aspringboard for afew people.”

Harker led the anniversary race
from lights-to-flag after poleman
Phil Standish pitted at the end of the
formation lap with fuel injection
problems. But Harker’srace was far
from trouble-free.

“[Second-placed Brain Butler] gave
me a workoutIwasn’treally expecting,
hesays. “I did have a problem threelaps
fromtheend, a coolant hose had gone
and the inside of the car steamed up.
Icouldn’tsee soThad toback off.

“Ithought ‘Tdon’t wanttolose the
race on the basis of something
thatinsignificant’.

2

McCarthy and Spencer share the spoils in eventful BCV8 encounters

Both MG BCV8races started in
similar fashion, with poleman Russ
McCarthy losing out at the start and
having to fight his way back against
Neil Fowler and Rob Spencer.

Fowler led race one until lap three
of nine, when Spencer slipped
down the inside into Brooklands.
With McCarthy following alap
later, Spencer’s lead was soon
under threat.

It was during traffic, however, that
the decisive move was made. With
Spencer baulked, McCarthy went
around the outside at Becketts to
lead onto Hangar Straight.

Despite alast-lap spin at Abbey,
Spencer retained second with
Fowler completing the podium
after spinning within inches of
the Wellington Straight wall.

Spencer was never headed in race
two, with Fowler regaining second,
after McCarthy retired having
holed the oil cooler.

Both of the concurrent Cockshoot
Cupraces were won by Ray Collier’s
ZR, the second with a critically
overheating engine.

After running side-by-side with
Pete Morris down the Wellington
Straight on the opening lap of the
first Porsche Clubrace, defending
champion Mark McAleer showed a
clean pair of heels to the rest of the
field. Morris retained second until
both he and third-placed Mike Price
spun on oil on lap seven. Tom
Bradshaw came out on top of
an entertaining duel with Mark
Sumpter for second and third,
both counting themselves lucky
not to have joined the spinners.

Sumpter and Bradshaw’s battle
for race two supremacy ended
after contact at Luffield on the
penultimate lap. Sumpter had led
from the start, but Bradshaw had
got alongside a couple of times.
Ashe challenged into Brooklands,
they rubbed door handles and
made further contact with a
backmarker into Luffield. Both
were out, leaving Morris to take
the victory from team-mate
Chris Dyer and Kevin Harrison.

Graham Ross secured a winning
double in the MG Trophy. Andy

Spencer held the initial gap

for much of the race in a secure
second, with William Payne
snatching third from Doug Cole
on the last tour.

Both Ross and Spencer held
station from the start of race two,
but with Gary Wetton pulling
off on the first lap, Cole got
his revenge over Payne, as he
completed the podium finishers.

Jack Rawles’ Austin Healey 3000
had both Equipe Pre’63 & MGB
races sewn up on the opening lap.
Martin Brewer’s Aston Martin
Project 214 had to chase down John
Pearson’s Healey before securing
aclear second from lap six. Bob
Binfield’s Jaguar E-type just kept
Paul Kennelly’s similar car at bay
for third, after Pearson had a
couple of spins at Aintree.

Inrace two Brewer headed the
pursuit of Rawles throughout,
with Binfield third again after
Pearson’s early challenge faded.

It was one win each for the
TVR Granturas of Will Penrose
and Mark Ashworth in Equipe

Harker led MGF
race from the start

“I'was desperately trying to wipe it
[the windscreen] and the car was
smelling really badly inside of
something burning. Idon’t think I would
have done one morelap with itlike that.”

Butler beat Adam Key to third-a
long-overdue battle for MGF
enthusiasts as the pair missed each
otherinthe Cupbyayear.

“[We] gotavery good reaction from the
crowd,” Coulthard smiles. “Everybody
gaveusagood waveattheend.”

Headmits though it was “slightly
disappointing” tohave an 11-car grid.

“Imanaged toidentify about45 cars
inthe UK that could race,” he continues,
“I'was hoping we’d get around 30.

“The MG Owners’ Clubhad a
[clashing] meeting at Donington, it
was just one of those unavoidable
clashes. We were very keen to get the
racehereat MG Live.”

Therace was nevertheless considered
asuccess and Coulthardis hopeful that

Photos: Mick Walker

Allcomers (Rover Metro GTi)
Dan Surridge (MG ZR 170)  Race 2: Alan Brooke
(Rover Metro GTi)
Equipe GTS
Race 1: Will Penrose MGF/TF Anniversary
(TVR Grantura) Jonathan Harker
Race 2: Mark Ashworth  (TF LES00)
(TVR Grantura)
MG Midget Sprite
Equipe Pre 63/Equipe  Challenge
MGB Stephen Collier
Race 1: Jack Rawles (MG Midget)
(Austin Healey 3000)
Race 2: Jack Rawles MG Trophy
(Austin Healey 3000) Race 1: Graham Ross
(ZR 190)
Iconic 50s Race 2: Graham Ross
Steve Watton (ZR190)
(Turner Mkll)
Porsche Club
MG BCV8/ Race 1: Mark McAleer
Cockshoot Cup (996 C2)
Race 1: Russ McCarthy ~ Race 2: Pete Morris
(MGB GT \i8) (997 C29)
Race 2: Rob Spencer
(MGB GT VB) Sports 2000
Tom Stoten (Gunn TS11)
MG Cup
Race 1: Alan Brooke
MGF organiser Coulthard

an MGF series can again be established.

“One of thoseideasbehinditisif we
round up enough cars and see if we can
actually get achampionship together,
alongthelines of MG Trophy that run
the MG ZR,” he explains. “But we’ll see
what happens.”

Standish thinksit’simportant MGFs
have their own category. “We often race
against the front-wheel-drive ZRs
and they are alot more forgiving,” he
says. “MGFsracingtogether means
that we’ve all got the same problems.”

Harker agrees and would be keen
tosupport any futureraces.

“They’renot the easiest car,”
he admits. “They’re quite quick
inastraightline but they’re a bit
interestingin the corners. They’re
very quirky.

“Iwould love to think we could
have more of these cars outin future
and have single marqueraces. It’sa
greatthingtodo.”

Spencer (r) was second,despite a spin,inrace one and victoriousinrace two

GTS. Penrose just retained a
race-long lead in the opener over
Ashworth, with Tom Smith’s MGB
winning the duel for third over
Rod Begbie’s TVR. It came down
tothelastlapinrace two though,
with Smith leading to Luffield,
before Ashworth took the outside
to clinch the win, from Smith,
Penrose and Begbie.

Although Tom Stoten’s Gunn
was a lights-to-flag Sports 2000
winner, Michael Gibbins’ MCR
had shadowed him throughout.
That was until a last-lap collision
put him out with a puncture and
handed Tim Tudor second. David
Houghton’s similar car was a
distant third.

Peter Scherer
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British Superkart GP Division 1
| Peter Elkmann (Anderson/VM)

British Superkart GP F125 Open
Liam Morley (MS Kart/TM)

European Superkarts
British Superkart GP for F250/F450
Jordan Forde (Anderson/DEA)

Classic Formula Ford 1600
Race 1: Benn Tilley (Merlyn MK20)
Race 2: Benn Tilley (Merlyn Mk20)

National

Clubmans Championship

Race 1: Clive Wood (Mallock Mk23)
Race 2: Clive Wood (Mallock Mk23)
Race 3: Clive Wood (Mallock Mk23)

Race 1: Peter Elkmann (Anderson/VM)
Race 2: Peter Elkmann (Anderson/VM)
F250 National/Division 1 UK/F450

Race 1: Jordan Forde (Anderson/DEA)

Elkmann (left) took
| Division 1 victory

Race 2: Liam Fox (Anderson/ FPE)

Kumho BMWs
Race 1: James Card (BMW E46 M3)
Race 2: Piers Reid (BMW E46 M3)

Mighty Minis

Max5 Championship

Race 1: Paul Roddison (Mazda MX-5 Mkd)
Race 2: Paul Roddison (Mazda MX-5 Mkd)  Redspeed)
MG Owners’ Club IAME)
Race 1: Martin Willis (MG F)

Race 2: Steve Darbey (MG ZR)
Race 1: Dave Rees (Super Mighty Mini)
Race 2: Dave Rees (Super Mighty Mini)

National F125 Open
Race 1: Matt Robinson (Anderson/

Race 2: Chris Needham (Anderson/

omethingold,
somethingnew—that
seemed tosumupthe
British Automobile
Racing Club’s weekend.
Whileitshometrack
of Thruxton was
celebratingits 50th anniversary, over
in Coventry the British Automobile
Racing Club was headingup anew
chapter of UK motorsport.

Forthefirst timesince the 1990
Birmingham Superprix, competitive
motorsport was being staged back on
city streets at the Coventry MotoFest
Festival. Following newly passed
legislation that paved the way for
April’s Tendringand Clacton Rally,
the club wasrunninga points-scoring
round of its Sprint championship.

It was Olly Clark, son of World Rally
Championship event winner Roger, who
topped the times on the city ringroad in
his Subaru Impreza. But for many, the
headline act was Andy Wallace -back
driving the seven-litre V12 Jaguar XJR-9
with which he won Le Mans 30 years ago.
Nostranger to street circuits as winner
of the’86 Macau Grand Prix, in many
respects he was coming full circle having
raced Formula 3 at the’87 Superprix.

“It’snicetoseethese carsinamuseum,
butif it can actually run thenit’s even
better,” hesaid. “Thecity’s gotalot of
motoringhistory with the car[Jaguar’s
headquartersisbased in Coventry]soit
makes perfect sensetobehere.

“Thetrackisvery, very tight. There’sa
couple of chicanes where you're on full
lock and the XJR-9has cold front tyres so
if youhead in with too much speed then
you’re goingintothebarrier.”

While pre-weekend estimates of 130,000
spectators seemed ambitious given that

crowds wererarely more than twodeep,
MotoFest certainly struck theright chord
with the competitors.

ChrisHall, chairman of the Midlands
branch of BARC, said: “It’sbeen alot of
work, but I'mreally pleased with how
it’sgone. People have said that thisis
like an accessible version of the
[Goodwood] Festival of Speed.

“If MotoFest can crack thatthenit’s
bangon. People have comeandhad a
look round and soIthink next year we’ll
sellout [the50entries].”

Away from the sprint circuit, the Motor
Sports Association and Loughborough
Car Club offered free passengerrides
around amakeshift autotest route. Part
of aninitiative toreduce anti-social
behaviourin the 2021 UK city of culture,
itshowcased alegal and regulated way
for people toskid round a carpark.

Duetosafety restrictions based onthe
currentroad infrastructure and barrier
set-up, single-seaters were the only
notable absences. Otherwise, MotoFest
spanned the spectrum of motorsport.
Historicsportscars, rally-spec Audi
quattros and highly tuned sprint cars
were outin force and demonstrationruns
extended to the current British Touring
Cargrid. With Power Maxed as the title
sponsor of the event, Brands Hatch
winner Senna Proctor was behind the
wheel of the team’s Vauxhall Astra.

“There’salot of people hereandit’s
alwaysanicethingtocometo,” hesaid
of the Festival’s fifth running. “Forme,
it’smorechilled out than usual. ButI'm
enjoyingitall.

“It’d be good to doinga few touring car
races [on street circuits], butI'mnot
sureif we’d getround there or how
many people would finish!” B

Matt Kew

| Wallace wowed crowds in his 7-litre Le Mans winner

Prior to the British Superkart Grand Prix
at Donington Park, it seemed as though
the drivers had privately agreed that
whoever should win mustdo soin
crushing fashion. Nowhere was that
more evident than with Peter Elkmann.

Already atwo-time winner of the event,
he celebrated the GP’s 40th anniversary
by reaping maximum rewards.

During the headline race for 100bhp
Division 1 karts, capable of 140mph,
Elkmann was untouchable and won by
nearly 10 seconds from fellow German
and Anderson/VM driver Andreas Jost.

Although Jost was quicker away at the
start, Elkmann occupied the inside lineinto
Redgate and held ontofirst. A loss of water
thatresulted in overheating curtailed
Liam Morley’srace, having started third
and briefly passing Jost.

Butup front, Elkmann wasas much as 1.3s
alap faster than the rest of the field and he
duly cleared off into the distance.

After, he waxedlyrical, saying: “It was
absolutely a fantastic weekend for us.
Maximum points, winning the GP, pole
position and fastest lap. There was nothing
more to dream about before this weekend.”

His triumph in the blue riband race added to
taking both European Superkart victories
duringthe championship’s opening round.
Despite smaller winning margins, helooked
justas comfortable as heled home Czech
driver Adam Kout each time.

Alsowinninginabruisingfashion,
Australian Jordan Forde was a massive
13s clear of Paul Plattin the GP race for
F250/450 karts come the chequered flag.
That followed after taking the spoils in the
first British National F250/450 race,
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although Forde’s fortunes took adownward
turn when a broken ignition switch
sustained on the green flaglap of race two
meant he dived into the pitlane from what
would have been pole. Second starting Liam
Foxinstead claimed top spot.

The only exception in the GP trend was
duringthe F125 Open race, in which just
0.037s separated Chris Needham from nicking
champion Liam Morley’s victory, Matt
Robinson having won the previous day’srace.

Whileit may have been the kartraces
that topped the billing, the Mighty Minis
provided the pick of the action with Dave
Rees’ brace belying two frenetic battles. In
the openingrace, heled into Redgate but
fellow drivers David Kirkpatrick and Alex
Comis flanked him under brakinginto the
Melbourne Hairpin. Rees recovered with a
superior runinto the final corner and
survived further threats to take hisfirst
championship win, which he dedicated to
hislate mother.

Inrace two, up until Greg Jenkins, Mark
Ditchburn and Steven Rideout collided at
Melbourne and brought out the safety car,
any one of the top nine looked in contention.
Reesled attherestart but alast-lap pass
from Comislooked to have denied him. But
Comis was slapped with a track limits penalty
which relegated him to fourth but only
learned of his costly indiscretion after
returning to the pits.

A safety car called toretrieve bodywork on
track allowed Benn Tilley to close and then
pass the Van Diemen RF80 of Ben Tinkler in
the opening Classic Formula Ford 1600
race. A clean getaway in race two left Tilley
unchallenged into Redgate and from there
the Merlyn MKk20 driver added a second win.

CITY STREETS PLAY
HOST TOMOTORSPORT

First competitive event since 1990 Superprix

Clark’s Subaru was
™ the class of the field

Ly

Machines ofall hpes sizes and age competed

~
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Uren and Hall share the

hillclimbing honours

Dave Uren and Will Hall shared the
honoursin the fifth meeting of the
British Hillclimb Championship at
Shelsley Walsh on Sunday.

Theresults over the two showdowns,
rounds nine and 10, pushed Hall up to
second in the points table just one away
from table-topper Trevor Willis.

Uren powered his Gould GR55B to top
spot with a 23.53s despite pressure from
Hall, who was actually faster on his run
until hisreached the bottom S section,
where therear of the Force WH slid
slightly and he clocked a 23.60s. Hall was
second, ahead of Willis and Wallace
Menzies (Gould GR59) third.

Inthesecond contest, Hallmade no -
mistake and landed a 23.83s run, with
Uren just0.01s behind and Menzies
further back ona23.91s.

The nextround of the championship
takes place at Loton Park on June 9/10 for
rounds11and12.

@ Mitch Evans will run the Jaguar
Formula E car up the hill at Shelsley
Walsh on August 12 to help celebrate the
venue’s 113th anniversary, and not
Prescott, asreported in the Motorsport
News article on May 23. Apologies for any
inconvenience caused.

SOLBERG JR
GETS ANOTHER WIN
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Solberg is
close to top

ByHalRidge

usingaLatvianlicence todrive his
father’sformer car.

“It’samazingtowinin Arvika again
and get my title hopes back ontrack

clean and keep pushing. It’'sa great
feeling to win again and gives me

Urentook the fastesttime onday one

EUROPEAN HOT ROD CHAMPIONSHIP

Haird back on form
National Hot Rods

By Craham Brown

Organiser: Spedeworth When: May 28 Where: Foxhall
International Raceway Starters: 27.

Following along periodinthe
doldrums, Chris Haird bounced
back at Ipswich, scoring wellin the
heats before taking a dominant final
victory, which helped him pull a
commandinglead at the finish over

points championship rival Billy Wood.

For the second meetingrunning, the

racingtook placeinblisteringheatand

the Bank Holiday havingalso brought
out some welcome visitorsto playin
the sunshine. Nodoubt usingitasa
pre-World Final test, top Scot Rob
McDonald was anowadays unusual
additiontoan English grid, and he
was joined by Ulsterman Kenny
McCannin his Vauxhall Corsa.
Returnee Peter Elliott set off in
determined fashion from the front

rank of thegridin heat one butit wasn’t

longbeforefellow white grader Guy
Smith wasinbotherat Turn3,some
mayhem down thereleadingto cars
spinningand colliding, with Aaron
Dew’s Ginetta comingout of it very
much the worse for wear.
Following a yellow flag clear up,
Elliott resumed leading but was soon
jumped by Ivan Grayson and Terry
Hunn, with Elliott eventually going
outaftera collision with Jason Kew.
Grayson had Hunn breathing down

hisneck therest of the way but without

thelatter ever beingabletomakea

serious passingattempt. Haird gothome

third in this one, having eclipsed Carl
Waller-Barrett around the outside—no
mean feat. The triple world champion

was driving his seemingly unloved new

Sixteen-year-old Oliver Solberg,
son of triple FIA world champion
Petter, claimed his third career
rallycross victory at Arvika in
Sweden last weekend and has
zeroed inon the lead of the
RallyX Nordic Championship.
The Citroen DS 3driver topped the
podium after battling his way ahead in
thefinal. The victory came one year
after he became the youngest ever
Supercar winner at the same venue

Solberghad been blighted by niggling
issuesin the Holjes season-openerlast
month, where victory was taken by
reigning Nordic champion Thomas
Bryntesson. Bryntesson again topped
the Intermediate Classification at
Arvikaandled the openinglap of the
final until being passed by Solbergat
the start of lap two, from where the
OSRXdriver remained ahead until the
finish. Bryntesson later dropped to
fourth with a puncture.

after all the problems we hadin
Holjes,” said Solberg Jr. “We had
problems with the launches initially
[today] but once we had fixed it, the car
was brilliantand I could focus properly
onracing. InthefinalIhad a great start
and even though Bryntesson got ahead
of me through thefirst cornersIfeltI
was faster. When he went wide into the
final cornerIjuststucktotheinside
and was able to out-drag him. After
thatIjusthadtofocus, keepmylines

confidence ahead of my home
roundin Grenland.”

Lukas Walfridson and Philip
Gehrman -thelatterracingan
Eklund Motorsport-run Volkswagen
Beetleinrallycrosslegend Per
Eklund’s home town —completed the
podium. Solbergnow lies second in
the standings, nine points behind
leader Bryntesson. The third of six
rounds takes place at Grenland in
Norway later this month.

Ha1rd hashit his stride atthe rlght time of the season with Ipswich win

car, which previously had only
managed afew laps of Hednesford
before blowingits engine up.

The second encounter began much
the same way, with Elliott getting away
fastintothelead, but this time with
Paul Gomm and Hunn quickly catching
him. They soon went tearing past,
Elliott dropping back down the order
thereafter. Hunn found himself in the
same position thathe’d occupiedin
thefirstrace, that of beingable to stick
right with theleader without being
abletoseeapassing shotanywhere
and it was Gomm'’s always beautifully
prepared car which swept under the
chequersstilljustahead.

Hunn’s two second spots certainly did
himnoharm forthefinal of course, as
they meanthe had pole wrapped up, but
with Haird satright behind on row two,
no-one was takingbets about anything
other than a win for carnumber115.

Haird’s cause was helped still further
when outside front row man Grayson
hadabigmoment on the openinglap,
allowing Hunn to easily assume the
lead while Haird just as easily took over
the mantle of second. The expected
pressure was soon on, with Haird

sniffingat Hunn’s back bumper for
most of alap before dartingunder
the Mazda and away.

With Haird winning pretty much as
heliked, attention switched to the
places battles. Here, the expected fast
movers gradually worked their way
up theleader board, with Billy Wood
lookingthe best of them as he appeared
insecond longbefore thefinish. He
was still too far back to ever bother
theleader however, while behind him
Gavin Murray acceded to third with
Shane Bland fourth, that was untilhe
gotdisqualified for an early incident
which had sent Hunn spinning.

Thatleft Waller-Barrettin fourth
placeinstead ahead of Jack Blood
and McDonald.

Results

Heat one: 1 lvan Grayson (Vauxhall Tigra); 2 Terry Hunn (Mazda
RX-8); 3 Chris Haird (Vauxhall Tigra); 4 Carl Waller-Barrett
(Vauxhall Tigra); 5 Billy Wood (Vauxhall Tigra); 6 Colin Hitch
(Peugeot 206); 7 Danny Smith (Vauxhall Tigra); 8 Shane Bland
(Vauxhall Tigra). Heat two: 1 Paul Gomm (Vauxhall Tigra);
2 Hunn; 3 Hitch; 4 Grayson; 5 D Smith; 6 Wood; 7 Haird;

8 Gavin Murray (Vauxhall Tigra). Final: 1 Haird; 2 Wood;

3 Murray; 4 Waller-Barrett; 5 Jack Blood (Vauxhall Tigra);

6 Rob McDonald (Vauxhall Tigra); 7 D Smith; 8 Billy Bonnar
(Vauxhall Tigra); 9 Gomm; 10 Hitch.

Points (after 11/12 rounds): 1 Wood 436; 2 Haird 425; 3
Waller-Barrett 424; 4 Murray 375; 5 Weaver and Bonnar 326.

BRISCA F1

Harrison marks his Buxton anniversary in style

BriSCA F1: Buxton

By Colin Casserley

Organiser: BriSCA F1 When: June 3 Where: Buxton Raceway
Starters: 38.

Paul Harrison dominated to record his
64th career final win and his seventh at
Buxton. Harrison’s first win at the
Derbyshire track was 27 years and one
dayagoonJune2,1991.

Adam Bamford and Jacklyn Ellis
swapped the lead in the early stages
before Ellis pulled away from the pack.
Further back, Will Hunter was slicing
through thefield with Harrison in tow.

Astheduo encountered lapped traffic
they tangled, with Hunter spinning
and comingtoastop on theracingline,
which caused a yellow flag.

Ontherestart Ellis once again
pulled away but Nigel Green was on
the move behind. He had passed
Harrison for second before a flat tyre
forced him toretire.

Astherace entered the second half
Harrison passed Ellis for the lead and

Harrison lifted his
seventh Buxton win

pulled away to win by almost half a
lap. Onthefinallap Lee Fairhurst,
Ellis’ partner, nudged Ellis wide and
wonthe dragrace totheline by
0.038s to claim second.

“When Green got by me Ithought he
would go on to win, but I was keeping up
with himuntil he had a flat tyre,” said
winner Harrison. “After that there was
some oildown on the track and it was
tricky to drive, butIfound agood line
and the car handled so well.”

Ellis was ecstatic with her third
position. She said: “Those last four laps
seemed thelongest I have ever driven,
Isaw Fairhurst closingin, Itried tolet
himpassin Turn1solIcould haveago
at him on thelast corner, but he slowed
down and followed me down the back
straight.Ican’t believe I have got a top
three though, Inever dreamed of this
whenIgottothetracktoday.”

Result
1 Paul Harrison; 2 Lee Fairhurst; 3 Jacklyn Ellis;
4 Aaron Leach; 5 Frankie Wainman Jr; 6 Danny Wainman;

T Karl Hawkins; 8 Luke Davidson; 9 Bradley Harrison;
10 Frankie Wainman Junior Jr. 77T
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N SAYS...
Stars will turn the spotlight on Le IVIans

Alonso and Button ready for one of their biggest motor racing challenges

Fan favourite Jenson Button was candid in his assessment of Le Mans after the test day last weekend. The 2009 Formula 1 champion said
itwas “disconcerting”. He is not wrong: La Sarthe will be quite unlike anything that he has tackled before, and that is what makes his
participation all the more interesting.

While Button will be in a privateer LMP1 car, the headlines will be all about Fernando Alonso as he aims to finally take Toyota to the top step of the podiumin
the twice-round-the-clock race. He conducted more running than Button during the test day and said he feels truly ready for the challenge after getting ample
experience and setting the fastest time around the 8.46-mile configuration. There is something magical about Alonso’s burning desire to claim more prizes as
he struggles to grab the triple crown. In ayear when the 24 hours is devoid of all but one factory team, it should keep the spotlight firmly placed on Le Mans.

@ MN’s preview is 11 days before the big race, to enable fans travelling to France for qualifying to take it with them. If you are going, enjoy.

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters

DIGITAL WRITETOUS
\ ISSUE
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Motorsport News,May 30

Meeke out

Thank goodness Citroen has at

last seen sense to dispense with the
services of Kris Meeke (Motorsport
News, May 30).

If only for his own safety and well
being as opposed from a monetary
point of view.

No doubt the usual plaudits will roll
out the usual same old lame excuses;
ill-handling car, pure bad luck, but
enough is enough now before the
next crashismore severe or, God
forbid, fatal.

Thave been at pains over the years
to point out to the motoring press
and fellow rally enthusiasts that he
was never goingto be the next
Richard Burns/Colin McRae,
as much as many, including myself,
would like him to have been.

Whatever unfurls in the next chapter
of Mr Meeke’slife, may I wish him
good luck.

If afull-time works drive did come
upinthe future, whilst it would be
brilliant to still see him around,
he would beill advised to take it.

- While even after all these years
Graham Lomax with his Stokoe cartoons Ilament the passing of the Group B
L 7§ i 3 =S T X E L era, it goes without saying that the
| MoNgTER } ] [ on ’ current crop of WRC cars are
19N carrying far more speed through
the corners.

If you are unfortunate enough to
wrap your car around atreeata
modest 10mph extra, you will hit
thattree notat 10 times extraforce,
butat100times.

Mr Meeke may feel he was punished
hard forasmalldrivingerror.

——— = =1 Taminclined to say that you cannot
World RX at Silverstone from Michael Vickers defeat thelaws of physics.
Nigel Thompson
Via email

DVISIT THE NEW MN WEBSITED > > WWW.MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK]
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More hillclimb action from Tim Hall Sam Nudd caught thls off at Croft
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TV GUIDE

Make sure to watch the Great
History of the 24 Hours of Le
Mans and the 1993 running
(Thursday, 1400-1500hrs), as
Peugeot returned with its 905
Evo 1Binanattempt to claim
back-to-back victories.

There are highlights from
the third round of the British
GT Championship at
Snetterton (Friday, 1045-
1145hrs), which included two
races on the Norfolk circuit.

Relive the 1987 Rally Sanremo
with Classic FIA World Rally

Ec) motorsport.tv

Championship (Saturday,
2300-0000hrs) as Lancia
attempted to continue its
unbeaten start to the season.

Catch up on all on both of
the TCR Europeraces from
Spa-Francorchamps on
Sunday (2100-2200hrs).

And startthe week with the
Windsor Interviews (Monday,
0830-0900hrs), and David Hobbs
—who had an accomplished
career in both single-seaters
and sportscar racing before
switchingto broadcasting.

TV GUIDE

Watch highlights of both

IndyCar races from Detroit

this evening (Wednesday, 1900-

2100hrs, BT Sport 3), as Indy 500

winner Will Power tries to

extend hislead in the standings.
Take astep back in time

with Classic F1 and the

2008 Canadian Grand Prix

(Wednesday, 2100-2315hrs, SKy

uverl |

| | Euroformula Open:Spa :
: MRace 1: Saturday, 1300-1400hrs,
: BT Sport2

: MRace2:Sunday, 1215-1315hrs,

: BT Sport3

i

Ricciardo:Making a splash

Canadian Grand
Prix Sky SportsF1
H Drivers’ press conference:
Thursday, 1600-1630hrs

B FP1:Friday, 1330-1550hrs

W FP2:Friday, 1745-1950hrs

M FP3: Saturday, 1445-1615hrs
M Qualifying: Saturday,
1700-1945hrs

W Race: Sunday, 1630-2110hrs
M Highlights: Monday,
0045-0145hrs

Channel 4 HD
highlights

M Qualifying: Saturday, 2255-
0025hrs

W Race: Sunday, 2240-0040hrs

NEXT WEEK

F1 GANADIA
GRAND PRIX
REPORT

MERGEDES,
FERRARI AND
RED BULL

BATTLE IT 0UT
IN MONTREAL

PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS, VIEWS AND REPORTS

Sports F1), currently the only
victory for Robert Kubica.
Andthere’saction from the
second round of the European
Formula 3 Championship
atthe Hungaroring (Friday,
1500-1600hrs, BT Sport 2), with
Britain’s Enaam Ahmedlying
third in the standings after he
made his series debut in Pau.

: GT Open:Spa

- MRace 1: Saturday, 1400-1545hrs,
: BT Sport2

: MRace2: Sunday, 1315-1445hrs,

: BT Sport3

: IndyCar:Texas
: MRace: Sunday, 0100-0400hrs,
: BT SportESPN

: Formula E: Zurich
: HMRace: Sunday, 1630-1815hrs,
: Channel 5/1700-1815hrs,

- Eurosport 2

: NASCAR: Michigan
: MRace: Sunday, 1830-2300hrs,
- Premier Sports

: BTCC: Oulton Park
: M Allthe day’s action: Sunday,
: 1115-1800hrs, ITV4

Peugeot went for victory

Rally Sardinia,
: BT Sport

! Thursday
: WSS1:1800-1900hrs, BT Sport 1

! Friday
: MEnd of day review: 2330-
: 0000hrs, BT Sport 2

: Saturday

W SS10:0730-0830hrs, BT Sport 1

: SS14:1500-1600hrs, BT Sport 1
: MEnd of day review: 2330-
¢ 0000hrs, BT Sport 1

: Sunday

: WSS18:0830-0930hrs, BT Sport 1
: WSS20:1100-1230hrs, BT Sport 1
: MEnd of day review:

: 2130-2200hrs, BT Sport 1

: Red BullTV

: MEnd of day review: Friday,

: 2100-2130hrs

: W SS14:Saturday, 1445hrs

- MEnd of day review: Saturday,
: 2100-2130hrs

: MEnd of day review: Sunday,

: 2100-2130hrs

ES] motorsport.tv

End of day
reviews

M Day 1:Friday, 2230-2300hrs
M Day 2: Saturday,
2230-2300hrs

M Day 3: Sunday,
2230-2300hrs

Admission £26 Web silverstone.co.uk
Contact 08704 588260
B Brands Hatch, Kent
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! RACING

: SATURDAY/SUNDAY

: mOulton Park, Cheshire

. BTCC meeting:BTCC, F4, Carrera

: Cup, Clio Cup, Ginetta GT4, Ginetta

: Junior Starts Saturday, racing from

i 1445hrs (qualifying from 0905hrs)

: Sunday, racing from1220hrs

: Admission adult £34, under 13 free

: Web msv.com Contact 0843 453

i 9000

: mSilverstone, Northants

: British F3/GT meeting: GT, F3,

¢ Ginetta GT5/Ginetta G40, Caterham

i 420R, Ginetta Racing Drivers Club,

: Mini Challenge Starts Saturday, racing
: from 1355hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs)
: Sunday, racing from 0900hrs

: American SpeedFestVI:NASCAR

¢ Euro Series, Formula5000, FF1600,

: Legends, Bernie's V8s/Sports Racing

: and GT,Modified Saloon Cars, Tin Tops
: Starts Saturday, racing from 1225hrs

¢ (qualifying from 0900hrs) Sunday,

: racing from 1055hrs (qualifying from

: 1020hrs) Admission adult £25,

: under 13 free Web msv.com Contact

i 08434539000

: ESnetterton, Norfolk

: BRSCC meeting: TVR, Open Sports,
: ST-XRChallenge, Production GTi,

: Fun Cup Starts Saturday, racing from

¢ 1210hrs(qualifying from 0900hrs)

¢ Sunday, racing from 1115hrs (qualifying
: from 0900hrs) Admission adult £16,

: under 13 free Web msv.com Contact

: 08434539000

: BRockingham, Northants

¢ 750MC meeting: Clio 182, Club

: Enduro, ToyotaMR2, Roadsports, 750
Formula, Bikesports, Sport Specials,

: Armed Forces Race Starts Saturday,

: racing from 1200hrs (qualifying from
0900hrs) Sunday, racing from 1030hrs
¢ (qualifying from 0900hrs) Admission

: £16 Web rockingham.co.uk Contact

: 08701660438

: HPembrey, SouthWales

: BARC meeting: Classic VW, Welsh

: Sportsand Saloons, Citroen C1,BARC
: Saloons Starts Saturday, racing from
1250hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs)

: Sunday, racing from 0925hrs (qualifying
: from 0900hrs) Admission adult £15,

. under 14 free Web barc.net Contact

: 01264882200

: EMondello Park, Ireland

: MEC meeting: Formula Vee, Formula
: Sheane, BOSS Ireland, Touring Cars,

: SEAT, Historic Racing Cars, Fiesta

: Zetec, Fiesta ST, Legends Cars, ASK

¢ Supercars Starts Saturday, racing from

: 1300hrs (qualifying from 0930hrs)

¢ Sunday, racing from 1300hrs (qualifying
i from 0930hrs) Admission adult Euro
15, under 16 free Web mondello.ie

: SUNDAY

: @MalloryPark, Leics

: Classic and Modern Motorsport

: Festival: FF1600, 70s Road Sports,

+ Historic Road Sports, 500cc F3,

: Northern Sports/Saloons Starts racing
: from 1100hrs (qualifying from 0930hrs)
: Admission adult £13, under 13 free

: Web mallorypark.co.uk Contact

: 01455502214

! RALLY

: FRIDAY-SATURDAY
: MCarlisle, Cumbria

! ATL Carlisle Stages

: Starts 1800hrs Admission free

: Web racrmc.org

: SATURDAY

: BWervik, Belgium

: Motul Rally Van Wervik

: Starts 0830hrs Admission TBC
: Web scuderiavervica.be

: mCrail Rirfield, Fife

: Crail Summer Stages

: Starts 1145hrs AdmissionTBC
: Web glenrothes-msc.com

: ENewry, County Armagh
: and County Down

: Mourne Rally Starts 0900hrs

¢ Admission TBAWeb nadmc.net

: SUNDAY

: mDalton Barracks, Abingdon

: Abingdon CAR-nival

! Starts 0900hrs Admission TBA
Web abingdoncarnival.com

: BPortlaoise, County Laois

: Laois Heartlands Mini Stages Rally
: Starts 0950hrs Admission free

: Webrally.ie

:SPORTING SCENE

: SATURDAY/SUNDAY

: mLoton Park, Shrops

: British Hillclimb

: Starts 0800hrs

: Admission adult £1 2.50, under 16 free
Web britishhillclimb.co.uk

: SUNDAY

: mAldershot, Hants

: National HotRods

: Starts 1200hrs

: Admission adults £16, concessions
+ £12, children £6

 Web nationalhotrod.com

Details correctattime of press but
. please check before travelling
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Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

Book your advert before 12pm Monday and see it in print first thing Wednesday

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Classified
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It

Telephone: 0203 4058 109 Email: mnads@motorsport.com

Brand New Private Seller Rates
Lineage:

25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat)

25 words + Picture = £35 (£42inc vat)
Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat)

Full Colour 4x1 Box Advert

£50 (£60 inc vat)

£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat)
Private seller Offer

25% off when you book for 4 weeks

Motorsport News Classified
offers a fantastic opportunity to
advertise to a uniquely motorsport
based audience. Advertising with
us puts your advert right in front
of a very hands on and involved
motorsport market.

If you wish to advertise in the
Motorsport News Classified please
call 0203 4058 110 or

email mnads@motorsport.com
Deadline: Mondays at 12noon
(subject to change on Bank Holiday
weeks)

Payment: Cheques and postal
orders should be made payable to
Autosport Media UK Ltd

SPARES AND ACCESSORIES

If you are a trade advertiser this must be
indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers
are also reminded that they are responsible for
complying with legal requirements currently in
force.

Six weeks notice prior to issue date required
for cancellation of any advertisement. All Verbal
confirmation taken on the phone is binding.

Address for advertising  Important

The publishers reserve the right to refuse
advertisements and do not accept liability for
clerical or printers errors.

Terms for approved accounts strictly net within
30 days. The advertisers name and address
must accompany all advertisements, whether for
publication or not.

Any advertisement received too late for publication
and any advertisement received too late for
inclusion in the current issue will automatically be
inserted in the next available issue.

Motorsport News Advertising
1 Eton Street,
Richmond,

TW9 1AG

Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Terms of acceptance of advertising are available
on request.

Dominate the competition

Hawk and Carbotech
motorsport compounds

f:rh@#arh‘"

PERFORMANCE BRAKES

Cambridge
‘Motorsport Parts

www.cambridgemotorsport.com
sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

= Sy
(Alloywheelrepairs.com |

- Repairs to aluminium and magnesium
wheels and castings.

Vehicle
Wiring
Products

We supply a
comprehensive range of
wiring products for repair,
modification or complete
rewire to your vehicle

+ Wheels chemically stripped, fne bead
blasted and powder coated.

+Wheels inserted and PCD and ofset
altered.

( Chevette )

» Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

« HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll
cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works
spec.

« 40 years of experience to share.

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA

01904 703 863,

Full range of engine components for:
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE
VAUXHALL ECOTEC

ROVER K-SERIES
Grp N, R4,

Call or buy online!
QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK B13 / Open Class
01509 412 317 -

Tel 01524 761398
Large amount of
parts held in stock
ready for immediate
despatch View our
online catalogue at

waynesis@aol.com
www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk

MITSUBISHI

f

FABRICAGEZ=I=E
ROLLCAGE DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE
Tubiilar Steel Banding & Fabrlcation
Roll Cages with over 20 years Experience
Your Safety is our Priority

From Road 1o Race, Autograss to Rally,
Histonc to Current Day

For friendly helpful advise contact Peter Folbigg
& 07801 749 888
fabricagebt@gmail.com f

INSURANCE
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& ASSCQCIATES
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INBURANCE BROKERS

INSURANCE REOKERS

POLICIES FOR

v" COMPETITION CARS
v RALLY & RACE CARS
v SERVICE VEHICLES

PHONE: 0161 440 7590

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

SIMPSON )

Roce Exhoaust=

The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

Like Us
facebook.com/SimpsonAaceExhausts

Follow Us

twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts

v

01753532222 ||

f]

Simpson Exhausts

TO ADVERTISE YOUR NEW PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

IN OUR NEXT ISSUE CALL

020 3405 8109
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MARI{ETPLACE

‘PDH- THE UK’S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF TANKS & TANK ACCESSORIES

* TANK SERUICE ¢

WE CAN MANUFACTUFIE ONSITE ANY SHAP

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON w
[H250mm x W300mm x L600mm]

£299.99 9199
i PROJECT Wl PROJECT
cusToOM |

1 X OFF CENTER FILLER
NECK [BAFFLED]

INLET, 6MM OUTLET
‘l X FAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

£11909 W ESogiSE ' = [FE209'99

PROJECT | | PROJECT

CMB-FTO015

CuUsTOM
MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, 6mm OUTLET
FILLEH NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] COMPLETEWTTH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BAFFLED]

SWISS ALPINE
MILITARY
by Grovana

{ RACELOGIC

- - £145.00
5WI _—
www.classic-time.co.uk
CALL FOR MORE INFO 2R BRUNEL CLOSE Email: inm@marlligras.co.ul(

01327 858 006 DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE www.hlardigras.co.ul( Te I : 0 1 189 48 2 6 74

DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB www.performanceclutch.co.uk
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MARKETPLACE

o FRONT STRUT
TUBE KIT

HEATED WINDSCREENS
Escort Mk1 & 2

g,

SPECIAL
TACHOMETERS

ATLAS [
PLATELSD |

INFRA RED
THERMOMETER,
Up to 500°C

Page 177

ENGINE LOAD £
LEVELLER

~ Page 189

MATCHING TACHO & SPEEDO

LOW PRICE BLACKLINE HELICAL ATB's
ENGLISH, ATLAS, SIERRA 7”, FORD FWD,
MX5, FOCUS ST170

ATLAS INTO ENGLISH PARTS
Inc. Heavy Duty Halfshafts

FREE! Rally Design 2018 Motorsport Catalogue!
Avdilable from our website www.rallydesign.co.uk

See US AT THE CLASSIC MOTOR SHOW - NEC Birmingham 9-11 November 2018

BLACKLINE GAS
CHARGED
INSERTS | Page 82

ESCORT WING
BADGES

FORD TRIM CLIPS
& GROMMETS

Page 96-100 |

CALIPER
CARRIER
MOUNT

L U
N, 52mm SMOKE LENS
3 % 5 %\ W

Y,
%

.\\\\\\ll Wiy,
Y Y

60mm ‘STEPPER
SWEEP' GAUGES

ATLAS AXLE
PARTS

ENGLISH
PLATE LSD

CASTOR/CAMBER
GAUGE
MOUNT

_.P._lg_e 177

4-LEVEL
TROLLEY

TOOLBOX | B
. Page lt_}

50amp PLASMA
CUTTER

Page 205 )

Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888 www.rﬂ"ydesign.co,uk UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 20J
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MARKETPLACE
4
) | 2N
Tl Awutomotive [ GLENCOE .

High Performance UK 1 w TI
L UK distributor
m———aVadelinkthe @E‘m !
Original equipment on:

MOTORSREOET
‘OUT OF TANK’ 4“ £79 85 - BUGATTI VEYRON
i LRSYJER . KONEIGSEGG ONE

@2 7Es2.00 M.T.ﬁs © Bl

i - DODGE VIPER
5@@%@ y L I
5 BAR FUEL - . DODGE HELLCAT(S)

(270 LTR/ HR @ 3 BAR) o

MOTTORSES PR 7wo£”"”9 9. 78

7e57.10 U”&ﬁ@ﬁ ’ M Eﬁﬁl@/@‘v

\-/
| fc MRS PO
SPe) 0) ERI ORIGINAL EOUIPMENT ON DODGEIHELLCAT, 700+ BHi'i' ON YOU TUBE

7Es8. ao@ == N ?E]IQ\

2 ) LTRSS P’r No. GST450)(RUMP ONLY)
BHRE GST450K4 (PUMP I(IT) &

J www.glencoeltd.co.uk Tel: +44 (0)1784 493 555 Prlces ‘Exclude’ Vat @ 20%

(%] www.proalloy.co.uk ————— 01440 710266 75

@ sales@proalloy.co.uk e Pro Alloy Motorsport, 15 Rookwood Way
. N U Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8PB
ALLOY co.uc

SPECIALIST MOTORSPORT ENGINEERING

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

p o I
. - -
h . A AN . B
are one of the leading manufacture! i i , fuel systems e .

an ECi motorsport products. Our products al craftsmen e v o /]
|

an ears elopment an 4

al u e solution to r

ens s ahead of the competition.... - L]

7 2 = = e |
% -

Tweet Us facebook.com/
@ProAlloy proalloy.motorsport

e e il b e e M oroslloy.conuk If you would like to advertise
your products or

services here please email

Ben.kavanagh@
motorsport.com

0203 405 8109

F: +44 (0)1274 531409
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MARKETPLACE

LUXURY MOTORHOMES
lk SALES s BROKERAGE -

=

VISIBLY LOUD
2014 KETTERER CONTINENTAL “HIGH END” LUXURY MOTORHOME STUNNING & |MMACULATE
18.000 KM - 12 UD METER -2 SLIDEOUTS - CAR CARRYING CAPABILITY

gl

~1'1!.
PRICE AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION UPON APPLICATION
FULL SIZE IMAGES ¥ FACEBOOK.CO LUXUR ANOTOR E S

ARTICULATED DREAM  GENERATION |11
BESPOKE MANUFACTURED LUXURY MOTORHOME

CUSTOM BUILT CHASSIS » TAILORED DESIGN & FLOORPLANS
2, 3 or 4 SLIDEOUTS » FINISHING TO THE HIGHEST OF
STANDARDS » FINEST FIXTURES & FITTINGS - PRIVACY GLASS
GAGGENAU KITCHEN APF’LIANC‘.ES WALK IN WAF{DFIOBES
IMAGES & INTERIORS §# FACEBOOK.COM, UXURYMOTORHOMES
HAVE A MOTORHOME? WE PROVIDE TAILORED MOTORHOME MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS TO RACING DRIVERS.

L S o VIiISIBLY LOUD —

St PIERS DONNELLY 1

TEL: +44 3333 44 55 15 WWW.LUXURY-MOTORHOMES.EUSALES@QLUXURY-MOTORHOMES.EU
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& TRANSPORTERS

N = S

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

T —

.) Connected to you

L

www.brianjames.co.uk

A

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel’ strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all
designed to offer the latest technology and improved
convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
SIN® = TRANSPORTER|=] - | | _ A
For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

PORTSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
T: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS
T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester,
Hampshire
S0O21 3AS
T: 01962 774988
Fax 01962 795 093
E: info@trailers.co.uk
E: sales@trailertek.com
www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM
GREGG MOTORSPORT
T: 07977975173
E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com
www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road, Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

T: 07933842719

Dealers who hold stock

NORTH SCOTLAND
GLENBURGIE CARS
WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND
Easter Lawrenceton Steading
Forres IV36 2RL
T: +44 (0)1309 676787
E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk
www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON
BLUE LINE TRAILERS
Main Road
Sutterton
Boston
Lincs
PE20 2BE
T: 01205 460346
E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER
Bridgwater Trailer Centre
The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road,
Bridgwater TA6 4AP
T: 01278 445000
www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON
SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE
Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road, Wallington, Surrey
SM6 7BJ
T: 0208 647 0110

Mob: 07836 224250

E: steve@sltc.co.uk
ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
T: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
T: +44 (0)1787 249737
T: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
www.1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington
West Sussex
RH20 4LR
T: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1 Marsden Barn,
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton,
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
T: 01455641367
Mob: 07968 888624
marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
T: 01159293901
Mob: 0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,
Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG
T: 01686 628144

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 0SB
T: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farrm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading, RG7 1NB
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
www.lovelltrailers.co.uk
T: 01183240403

NORTHERN IRELAND

MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT

T: 0044(0)2885549851

www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

Woodford Trailers Limited ® 14 Great Central Way e Daventry ¢ Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

(€ 9:9:4:10).4 4 RACEWEAR

_ PHOENIX Gearboxman.com Grepd Prix
Authorised stockists for: COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES i ———
PULTIEES e o Gearboxes and AXles for Road // Race / Rally / & more e bt e s
01527 908676 | www.phoenixa couk §  Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007 T wwwgprdirect.com

RACE CARS RACEWEAR

: 1 It -H (:_-.'_ . (SRR ‘rv'b
R __l _:4.,*’—_ T2 7 ) - {,—:;,

m C) RACE&A;.LV

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
RACE & RALLY PARTS RACEWEAR

www.mcrracecars.co.u

01933 411 993 f—=e S

jondelrace@aol.com

MCR's for sale

arrive & drive packages WWW.JJCRACEANDRALLY.COM

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORETO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

== MARDIGRAS |Fgemontweeks
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD == MOTORSPORT
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING. \\
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS, \\

PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

_ MOTORSPORT —

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128 Www.mardlgras.co.uk www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists -

T

©®Quick Turnaround

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS [
We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW! W

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will

put fogether the best package with engines producing 250640 up fo 5500hp Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine ®Min Order Only 4
A - : oy kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide. ® No Logo Set Up Fees
maore email: q com
Gm call Mark on: 01244 822 327 of visit: groupbmotorsport.com W: shdev.co.uk E: shdmotorspori@biconnectcom T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121 WWW. OgomeUP-COoU 8 73

RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥? Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

\  Performance Tuning Specialists
Northampton © 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
) Motorsport 1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity

] o Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
northamptonmott:}r-sn;::'lt@btconnect o  Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
or visit Plus much more, Contact us on

northamptonmotorsport.com 01604 766624

(€ 9:9:3:10).4 4 RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS
Avanti Motorsport Transmissions Autoparts and Hvdraulics l[l
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP p y o RV
+44 (01458) 446517 (R) WWW. EMP RE E‘F-COQUI(
avantimotors@btconnect.com . e 1 &
he gl X
- Rally and Race Gearboxes L"Vmg + 3
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes Tel: +44 (0) i 76 I 300 489
-5 & 6 speed Gearkit y
_ Limited 5|1S§§ffer§s{i;|; etc. sales@LMAautoparts.com www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk
(e]29:4:4:10).4 3] RACE & RALLY PARTS WHEELS & TYRES
-
- ‘;a:g:»?:c;g;am.:; Stocﬁ:??: culsgm;; made COMF'OMOT!VE
5a vesha i ue ells. MOTORSPORT WHEELS
- Q1782280136 F: 01782269913 Short lead times. Winning all over the world since 1973...
£ sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com 01527 521050 Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.

Including CXR, ML and MO
WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Ben Kavanagh Sunita Davies
Classified Advertising Production Manager
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109 T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8134

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com E: sunita.davies@motorsport.com




"AlcoSense are a clear step
ahead of the rivals”

Aufo Express Breathalyser

BEST 310)7 Group Test, Dec 2016
2016

If you drank 4 pinfs or 4 glasses of wine between 9pm and midnight
you could still have alcohol in your system atf 1 1am the next day. That's
why one in five drink drive accidents happen the morning after”,

AlcoSense quickly and accurately shows your blood alcohol level, so
you don’t become one of them.

Single Use
Breathalysers

From £2.99

ETHYLOTEST 02/01
CHIMIQUE

®

Available at Halfords & Selected Boots a ’ c " s e
halfords /74

PERSONAL BREATHALYSERS

r‘t’o

reddot award 2016

" winner

Order securely at alcosense.co.uk or call 0800 195 0088

A: Source: DT Road Accident Data 2015, B: Review of the AlicoSense Pro, 24/12/15. Infellectual Property: www.alcosense.co.ukfip. © AlcoSense Laboratories, part of Now Group UK Lid, Unit 3 MEC, Cordwallis Street, Maidenheoad SLé 7BE



