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LITERATURE FOCUS
QJY\

THE SWING
ia s Y

The life of the writer «JilSJ| dL>
iy Lyl g Alalinall e 81 (i Jo ghad puda gy cadd Mg S i) Ay AU ) (Sae AdUl) ALY\ Aiadla
Uadll g M\Mgﬁu 28 ALY o) syl

V-Who is Mohammed Khudhair? ssaa seaa g2 (s

- He is an lragi writer who was born in Basra in 1942 . Y4 ¢Y ale b padl 8 Ay B e als
2-Where did he join after he had finished his secondary study in Basra? ¢ = @il ¢l A
Bl (B A i) Al 8 g

-He joined the High School for Teachers. ¢salall bial) du jaally gail)

3-Where did he teach ? g il ald ¢l

He taught at schools in Diwaniyya , Nassiriya and Basra. 5l s 4 ualill s 4l gsall 3 (s
4-How long did he teach at schools? (il (A (a2 oS

-He taught for more than thirty years. Wle ¢ e 8 Lal (0

5-Where did his first short stories appear? 8 sadll duasd J g < g

-His first short stories appeared in an Iragi magazine called The Iraqi Writer in
1962.1941Y ale B all cus¥) aud 48) o dlaa B & gl 3 juall) daad J g)

6-Which languages are his short stories translated into? 3 alll dawb ciaa 5 4t g N

-His short stories are translated into English , Russian_and French . 4w sl s 4 5.8

L Al

7-What prizes has he won? Ju & 3l sall ()

-He has won many prizes, including the Sultan Al Owais’s Award in UAE in 2004 and
the Gold Pen Award from the General Union of Iragi Writers in 2008. W-iaas 3 g 83 Ju
Yoo hale Glall oLl aladl AV cpe 1) aL8N 5 ¥ € ale il jla¥) B G sad) (b il

8-When did he achieve fame in the Middle East? kg @&l 83 ¢ (s Ja

-He achieved fame in the Middle East after publishing his two short stories ""The

Swing'" and ""Melodies on the String of Rubaaba'’ in the Beirut Art magazine. 5_g< (3
MAL S do gl g e g VI B juall) dawal i Jawgd) (38 B

9-What do his best works include? 4les) Juad) ciiea ila

-His best works include 'The Black Kingdom’, ‘At 45 centigrade', 'Autumn Dream’,

Embalmment’, 'Gardens of Faces' and the novel Basriata. s sl dSlaall cuiledl dlles| Juad)
Ui 43l 99 09980 (Bilaag Janiadill g iy Al alag dygia €0 dn 0 b

10--Which magazine did Khudair's best short stories appear and achieved fame? ¢
b g¥) (3 A BB g cuia g judad dasa Jlas ) Juad) < gl Al

a) The Iragi Writer magazine b) Beirut Art magazine &8l cigmg 21 all cua¥) ddxa
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The Swing

a>ge> ) V|
The Setting
the time: after the summer 1967 war against Israel
the place: in Ali's house who was recently killed in a battle

1-When did Khudhair write “the swing”? 4a s ¥ S e

-He wrote the swing after the summer 1967 war against Israel . Y31V al& (a2 a ag g
il ) 2

2- ""The Swing " is one of the best short stories about war . gawlll Juad) ¢ saal g & 4a g Y
Guall (S B mall)

3-How old was Khudhair when he wrote ‘the swing’? 4 s ¥) GiiS Ladie juad jae (S oS

-He was 25 years old when he wrote “the swing « L& Y& s jue gls

4-What did the writer find when he wrote ‘the swing ¢? 4a g ¥ ¢iiS Ladie Cilsl) 22 13

-He actually found it very difficult to control the personal feeling storming a young man

with crude experience in politics and war. () &saddll eliall Je s o) cuall ¢ 4d) 22

Al g dulpudly AL 3 i Agal Gy Cuas

5-Mohammed Khudhair was fully aware of the conditions of story —writing . swai taaa
dadl) 4,8 dn g iy ALalS A 3 o (s

6- ""The Swing " is a server condemnation of war wherever it happens. 43 & 4a g2 ¥
Gand lay) o all 4l

7-‘The Swing’ is a sincere invitation to sustain family life, to make childhood secure and

t0 love one another. 3aly cag ¢)) g Ada) 4 gilal) Jaalg Alilal) Blia o Bliall dalia 5 g0 (A A2 Y)

LAY

8-What does ‘The Swing’ tell about? What is the plot of the ‘Swing’? 8 4a g2 ¥ U i )il
dasa Y A Al

-1t tells about a soldier, Sattar, who has just returned from the hell of war carrying a

massage for the family of his friend. His friend Ali was killed in battle, leaving his

mother, his wife and his little daughter, Haleema. g, ¢y i 4ol gaia ¢e Uil A

B _yual) Al g Ada g 9 4l ISJBZ\S}A‘;dﬁgJG @M@M%Mh@)khuﬂ\ﬁnw\ﬁy
dada

9-What are the two main characters in “The swing”? 4ssa ¥ (& (i ) Giluaddld) Al

- The two main characters in “The swing” are Sattar and Haleema. (2 (pfi ) (piluad )
dagla g i Laa 4a g2 V)

10-An indescribable dialogue goes on between Sattar and the little girl while he sways

her in her swing. Wi s ) (2 W g oS Laln daila g s O s Gy ¥ Jlsa

11- What does the story ** The Swing " stress on? 4asa ¥ dad aadi il o

- It stresses on that war destroys everything. It leads to nothing but death , deprivation
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and destruction. kel (ke adl g Cigall W) g ol A 5258 Y (R 9 el IS Jadi @ aldl O o aadh A
12-What does the writer try to do? Jads ¢ il Jgla 13l

-The writer tries to convince the child that her father is like smoke and she can see him
only when she closed her eyes. 131 ¥) o) i &) (Sag ¥ g Glaal) Jia Laall g o) Adihal) @y of J slay sl
Lle cate)

13-Sattar came to his friend’s house to tell his family about his death. 4&aa <ol sla Ui
14-Sattar can not find any other way to inform the little girl and her family that his
friend Ali has left forever, though he left honourably . 3Udll aled ¢ a1 48y b () a2l i
i oy 4d) o 33 oy B e dlaa o) gl 9 8 pual)

15-In 1967, Irag was at war with Israel . Jsi s ga ca A olS @)l 147V ale b

16-. Discuss how the visitor tried to convey his massage to the little child? Jsla s (idu
5l BLAN ) Al 1 Jasa g 31 i )

-The visitor tries to convince the child that her father is like smoke and she can see him
only when she closed her eyes. ki diaalia aubiod Lgd) g GAA Jia Laall g o BLAH &y o Jgla ) 31
e (35 Lanic

16- Sattar and Haleema ate a hot loaf of bread before lunch. Ja J& i 51 gl glii dagda g b
¢dal) J@

17-What moral lessons does the writer try to give in "The Swing? &l 48NAY) Gu gl Al
da ga ¥ A Lgilae) oS gl

a-- "The Swing " is a server condemnation of war wherever it happens. 4131 & 4asaJ¥)
oot Laly) o all Auld

b--‘The Swing’ is a sincere invitation to sustain family life, to make childhood secure
and to love one another. AY) aaly qay Sy 4da) A gikall Jaa g Alilad) Sl o Bliall Lalia 3 o A
c -- It stresses on that war destroys everything. It leads to nothing but death ,
deprivation and destruction. dtasally &sall ) s ol a5 ¥ g g JS sadi cual) O o 208 L)
Jaallg

1A-The visitor described the child’s father as (a. smoke / b. water) to express that her
father had gone forever. 43U da, Bl g ) ad GLAAS Addkal) Al g iy il 30

V4- " The swing " is considered as (a.tragic/ b. comedic) story. 4l ,aidaga ¥

4 gudla

Y+~ The visitor found it ( a. easy/ b. difficult ) to convey the death of his friend to his
family . 4ilile I dhaa ciga Jag o) dggrall (e 4l 22 g 130
2Y-What does ""The Swing" reflect ? 4a s ¥ (e 13l
-1t reflects the writer's sad feeling after the summer 1967 war against Israel. sgad (usas

Sl ) 2 VATV ale Cinea G pa day (G jad) il
2Y-‘He came out of the tree’s shadow with a wet face”-What does ‘wet face’ refer to? s
Jlia A g el 1la Jla A2 93 8 il Jua (e £ A

-1t refers to crying  sl&d N juds

YY-""The Swing ' is a server condemnation of war wherever it happens. Give suitable
meaning for the underlined word. 4alSll cuilia Jra koo, Gaat Labyl o all 4B 4313 & daga )
B Lgias )
b () o e JAahae | g sad) s deae JELY) slae I\ Ay ISV AR Cal Ak 3l

CWYYAECAYY CYV LAY YA Ol ge | dualaiall




- severe disapproval

Q\\ Choose the expression that carries the closest meaning to the
underlined words: b giad Al ilalSll  8Y) Jxall Jaad Al palasl) 54
1. Mohammad Khudair was a young man with crude experience in politics and war. (b)
AES

2. “The Swing”’ is a sincere invitation to sustain family life. (c) &y

3. The visitor tries to tell the little girl about her father as he sways her in the swing.

(d) &

4. “He vanished every time you open your eyes”. .(e) 4

5. The war leads to deprivation and destruction. .(a)O%a

a. taking something necessary away from someone .
b. simple and not skilfully .

c. support emotionally .

d. moves slowly from side to side.

e. disappeared suddenly.

Q\ Give suitable meanings for the following:

crude = simple and not skilfully

condemnation = criticism / severe disapproval

sustain = support emotionally ¢s& — 3

sways = moves slowly from side to side.

deprivation = taking something necessary away from someone ok

vanished = disappeared suddenly 436
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LITERATURE FOCUS
c._\JY\

The canary
‘QQJL'\SS\ JALE

By Katherine Mansfield
abila ¢y S Al
4l e e Ali)
1-where was Katherine Mansfield born? adwila ¢ filS cialg ¢pl
-She was born in New Zealand in 1888. 1aBkjg A VAAA ale & <l
2-She was the third of five children in a wealthy family. s Juila) duad ¢pe G Lgus 5 oS
LA dlie
3-Where did she move in 1903?Why? 13y Y4+ ¥ ale & clisl) o )
-She moved to London in 1903 to study music at Queen’s College. % + ¥ ale gail ) culisi)
Astal) 408 B Baa gall (il
4-What did she become while she was studying music at Queen’s College? Leis Caval 13l
Aslal) AdS & S gal) (i ciils
-She became the editor of the college newspaper. 4l 35 5 A 5 ) jaa Caual
5-What did she do between 1903 and 19067 Y4+ 1 ale 9 18 + ¥ ale ¢y culad |3la
-She travelled around Europe between 1903 and 1906. Y4 +1 514+ ¥ ale g Ligl Jga < la
6-When did she return to New Zealand? 1adbjgs ) s Sa
-She returned to New Zealand in1906. Y4+ 7 als 1Al j g ) Can
7-What did she begin after she had returned to New Zealand in 19067 caa &) 3 Gy Vit
VAT ale B AL e
-She began to write short stories. 3 malll 4adl) 4,US 3 ciy
8-When did she move back to London ? ¢ail ) s e
-She moved back to London two years later. ¢uiim aag all ) caa
9-Who was Katherine Mansfield? ilduila ¢u S (A (e
- Katherine Mansfield was a well-known modernist writer who was born in New
Zealand in 1888. YAAA ale 1aidjsxd (8 il g 3 ) ggecia B pualaa 4lS (& Alibuila ¢y JilS
10-What happened to her in 19177 VAV ale Lgd duaa 1ika
-In 1917, she became ill with tuberculosis . Judl dua 3 Cagal Y3V e b
11-When did she die? s ia
-She died in January 1923 at the age of 35. ¥ e ¢& V3 YY ale (e AL (g8 i B Cud g
Ll
12-What does she remain famous for? 3_ s¢<a <y 13lay
-She remains famous for her collections of poems and short stories, especially Bliss
and The Garden Party 4ia" o " aail) "' (a gadlly g 3 abl) Lyawd g L ailad aaalaal 3 ) ggdia iy
" Aduaal)

‘éJL'\S]\ " sail) cuwa glm\ Jas) o) ual
: A\\ Answer or complete the followings according to the text “The Canary”
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V-You cannot imagine how wonderfully he sung. ** he ** referred to (the canary).
SIS N g oA " padall | Adlleag By S JATE O OSa Y
2. How does the story of “ The Canary ” end? U 4uad ¢35 (i
—It ends unhappy when the canary died. ¢ Usll cigay Ladie 44y ja dlgs gl
¥-What were the people carried away by ? ¢swasia (il (IS 13lay
- They were carried away by the canary’s singing. . g US!) sl (pania ) 4ils
4-What did the canary do to attract the attention of his owner? skl qiaul 5 LSl Jad 1ila
Aisila
- The canary used to hop, hop from one perch to another , tap against the bars and sip a
little water to attract the attention of his owner. (lwadll Jo jii ¢ AY (e o S8 0 o slic)
ASla oliti) udad JuB pla (RS g
°-When Missus said: “When I found him lying on his back with his eyes dim. She meant
he was dead. Lixe (S 4dly el culls | 1" GUaild olise g 0 s o Litlinee 4303 g Ladis " G guaa il Ladic
6- The nail to the right of the front door brought back the sweet memories of the bird to
Missus. (true or false)( / @) cusesa ) 5 gladl iy Sl ale) ¢ ealal) bl Gzan 3 g2 gal) Jlassall
)
V-Missus was happy to have the canary because she lived (a_lonely / an unlonely) life.
(Bany € [ Baay) cdle Ykl LeSal B S (u gaua
A-People have the idea that birds are heartless and cold little creatures. (True or False).
(Wad / a) BaJl 3 e clBglia g gl Dy ) gaall ()l 3 S8 agmal (uldl)
9- Who are the characters in the story? 4all ciluaid ala
A - A lonely woman . s g 5i sl
B - A dead canary . <uwe LS
C - A Chinaman who sold her the canary . ¢ Us) el Ava day
D - Three younger men whom she cooks dinner for. a¢d sldall Fakall lpds &G
10- -What kind of story is “The Canary”? s dab g 5l oh e
- Itis a sad story 4l b
11- What idea do the people have of birds? g Jusll e (ulill gl Al 5 <8l Al
-People have the idea that birds are heartless, cold little creatures. &) gl agzal Guldl)
33 kg ald MU cid gl g sl
12- Why did her heart feel hollow ? 4t 8 §1 & ads 13l
- - Her heart felt hollow when she saw her canary died. ¢ us! il Latie g8 8 &) 8, pds

-

lld

13-Before she bought a canary ,what had she loved? <ual 13l g Usl 5 Al o @
-She had loved flowers and the evening star. stwall aaig WY sl A

B. Replace the underlined words with the expressions or words that carry the closest
meaning: (s @A) Jaad et o) cilalSy Jad Lgtial ‘_,.d\ Glalsl) Jasi)

1. My heart felt hollow, as if it was his cage. (c) g

2- He used to hop, hop from one perch to another. (f) 3w

3- | felt drowsy during the boring lecture. (a)

4-The death of the canary was unbearable to Missus. (b) Adaal (S Y

5- Missus could scarcely look at the cage without the canary in it. (d) L

6- Missus kept the cage of the canary neat. () &

a. feeling sleepy when it is not the usual time to sleep

b. so unpleasant or painful that you find it hard to accept

c. having an empty space inside .

d. hardly

e. tidy

f. a small jump

b (2 o e\ o sead) Gauly deas ALY dlac |\ Ay IV ARl Gl A e
VYYYAS CAYY PYY L ATTY YA il se | alaiall




L.'SJL.ISS‘MJPQGS” Al
SB: P. 91\\1\\-In no more than 200 words, write a summary of Katherine Mansfield's
short story .
B_mall) aldiauila o S Aall (adle (iS) dalS Yo v e J8U
The story is about a lonely woman who was suffering from loneliness though she was
taking care of three young men .One day a Chinaman came to her house and he was
selling birds , she saw a small canary in its cage , she loved it at once and bought it . She
used to hang his cage on the big nail to the right of the front door .The canary was
acting as a professional singer and he became the perfect company to this woman, she
used to spend every afternoon cleaning the cage ,feeding the canary and listening to its
melodies. One day she found the canary lying on his back with his eyes dim and his
claws wrung. She talked to it but there was no response .the canary was dead and she
was filled with sadness and she felt that her heart is hollow as if it was its cage.
) e Jau s A dal B Gl COl e 5 cillS Ll ad ) Baa gl (e (Al CillS Basa g B jal e 4 Al
duad gl o)) Cialic) 38 g 45 il g Yl Adial g dald B s g US jila ciaald aB g gadal) s (S g L
31 yall 03gd MUl (38 ) graal g G sina haS (5358 s JUSH (IS Mg ala¥) Gl Gaay o S Jlaia o
éJUSﬂ Qé@gelﬁ\!\ da) gé‘g‘uhﬂ UJ\ @ﬁuﬁj éJUﬁ\ ‘a’.h:t‘g uam‘ dﬂs‘)ﬁ.ﬂ\ 3‘)35‘;;.'4!4;"0\ Galie 433
Gl Ladle dBg (g U e 381, 8 Al 43S0 g Are ciaal A8 g 4y gila Aullda g el olise g 6 48 o Aliie
Al AlS g § 8 Lgald o)) Cual

SB: P. 91\\2\\ Do you find it easy to sympothise with the woman? Why or why not? J&
31 sall aa cilalasil) Sl (pa 4S) 293

Yes, | do, because she was a lonely woman and the canary was perfect company to her,
and when he died she became lonely again. 43 4lS Laua ¢S o LS g 8a g Cills g QIS aad
A8 B e Saa g Ciaual cila Ladis g

SB: P. 91\\3\\ Match the words in list A with the words in list B that have the same
meaning. sisall udi Jaad Al gAY 48l o clalsll 2a oY) aailal) & clalsll Ly )

1.scarcely = hardly 14U\ Lt

2. fancy =imagination = Jua

3. blouse =woman‘s shirt BT

4. washing- up = cleaning the dishes  Qsaall Jus

5. appreciated =enjoyed , was grateful for _séu\ o

6.neat = tidy < (@

7. precious = valuable ¢
8. wondered = asked or thought about Jsbui

SB: P. 92\\4\\ Look up the ten underlined words in the story in your dictionary. What
does each word mean? 4& sh 4 gisall ) cilalsl) Jak 13l

verandah = balcony 4 sk

fluttering = move the wings rapidly <i_ »

scold = to rebuke s

supper = dinner slis

unbearable = not endured 4lead ¢Sas ¥

sip = asmall drink 44,

drowsy =sleepy lwd

tucked = to make a tuck <

dreadfully = extremely 4:al

hollow =empty g
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SB: P. 92 Try to use five of the words from the glossary in sentences of your own : s
uuyw\gés.ﬁﬁ‘yd\ RAPN(S C)“d‘%tﬁ“‘i

1. The bird makes a hop . & ial)

2. 1 saw a small bird in its perch . 4isa A& jia il cald

3. There are many creatures in the farm . 4s_jall b dyae el glia ciali

4. That bird is very beautiful . 13 Jsas ital)

5. We removed the dirt from floor . ua ¥ ¢se gewsh W)

SB: P.92 Choose three phrases in the story that create a strong image for you: &3 i)
Al (5 98 £ ladail (3145 duall) & ) e

- Perfect company : this phrase gives me strong image because it shows the relationship
between people and animals. oalll ¢ A8l (i Y (g 68 £ lakall (adaad § jlaad) 028 : A0l A
Gl gaaldl g

- My heart felt hollow as if it was his cage , this phrase is also a strong image which
means that the woman's heart has lost the canary so it is empty . oS 4ilsy gl ok iy B
E8 ga M (5 UKl 188 3] pal) b Jnig (g 8 £lukal) Jaati QIS B jlaad) 038 ; Auaid

- I can't describe it ; it shows the huge love that woman has to the canary gaius ¥ g,
KU 3 pal) ASSH G2 pukl) caad) (i A 9 Aduag

Glossary
i salil)

1- after my time = after my death (fise 2

2- hop = small jump 3_sua 538

3- perch = a place where a bird rests _shll 4le Jay fl<a

4- exquisite = very beautiful (&) 1 Jsea

5- sympathise = show understanding «ibta;

6- goldfinches = small birds with yellow on their wings s ) sk daialy § phia s
Cigead)

7- despairingly = with sadness and worry (st

8- scraped = removed the dirt (<) #lug¥) i)

9- chickweed = small plants with white flowers ( skl Lsh) slay b 3l 8 sa cilils
Y0- exaggerated =make more important than it really is / &l ) 4ida ¢y 4l JiS) ¥ Joa
abe11- creatures = animals ( <@stia ) @l g

V2- awful = upsetting, terrible gub

V3-spying = watching her secretly (owead) 43y L) B3

V4- dim dark = lifeless ( alka) céls

V5-wrung = curled up s <idll)

O\ True and False Wi 5 peay

1." The Canary " is considered a sad story. T 4ija dab i 5 us!)

2. Cooking food is the woman's source of living . T 3lall (e jiaa sa alakal) g

3. The writer thought that flowers respond wonderfully and sympathise . F ¢ a5 43!
chlalaiy g dad) ) B ) gaay glai a3

4. People have the idea that birds are heartless, cold little creatures. T &) s gl agaal (uldl)
Bl B b il glia g ulh Dy )

5. Washerwoman told the writer that there is a comfort in a canary. F 46l < d) Al
g sl s i3 @be U o
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owsLludl wwall LY asjle gl
Sslacyi
2lxU <leVl adlall gaosd (luos
$990Jl alllg....
S,845d ] Gawl doceo: SliwYl
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