11 October 2017
Dear Friend,

Some colleagues have given us your email addrasssfdo explain to the international
academic community what is happening in Spain.

As you know, we are living through difficult timeBor you to understand how things have
reached their present state we must explain thi@@aa, one of the richest regions in Spain,
has been governed for more than three decadesnayianalist élite that has made every
effort to build a specifically Catalan administaatiin which everything that is to do with

Spain will disappear. During this time they havepased the will of one half of the Catalans,
the nationalists, on the other half. Now they apeng so more forcibly than ever and are
threatening imminently to separate Catalonia frgrai&.

National construction. An internal documenbf the nationalist government of Catalonia
(dating from 1990) sets out in detail its stratégydistort the social reality and construct a
Catalan national identity that is exclusive of aBpanish traits. Successive regional
governments have favoured access by nationalisid Gatalan-speakers) to the teaching
profession, to parent-teacher associations, tgoverning bodies of the universities,High
positions in the mediand, in fact, to all the fabric of government,istg business and trade
unions.

This also explains the “spiral of silence” that fi@sdecades hidden and silenced more than
half of the people of Catalonia. For that reasom time has come to give status to those
citizens, who are absent from public life and dowant to lose their rights in Catalonia and
their family ties with Spain. The social reality Gatalonia, which the nationalists deny, is
plural. Firstly becausenore than half of Catalans have Spanish as theihendongue and
secondly because there is not even a nationaligicabmajority: the separatist government
is supported by a majority of parliamentary selads,not by a majority of votes.

Corruption and political disconnection. In spite of everything, on 8 November 2015, the
Catalan Parliament announced the “beginning ottkation of the independent Catalan state
in the form of a republic,” adding that “the Pamient and the process of democratic
disconnection will not be subject to the decisiofghe institutions of the Spanish state, in
particular the Constitutional Court.” On 6 Septemtheey put themselves beyond the pale.
Without even the majorities required by their onet&an Statute of Autonomy, violating the
provisions of the Rules of Procedure of the Cat&taniament aimed at guaranteeing the
rights of its members, preventing their own instdns from issuing their obligatory report,
and even ignoring the schedule for the parliamgrdabate, they sowed the legislative seeds
for a breakaway. In the absence of the main oppastarties, who represent almost half of
the chamber, they approved two laws for the “disemtion” from Spain: the Law for the
referendum and the Law for Judicial Transition &émel Foundation of the Republic, which
will come into effect, they say, after the breakgwé sovereignty. And that will be a matter
of hours or days.

In 2010 the independence movement in Cataloniehesh&9% of the population compared
with only 10% in 2003. A strong radicalisation dhdt start to take off, however, until 2013.
In March of that year, the prolonged discontenthwtite financial cuts that followed the
economic crisis was redirected towards Spain. ‘1Bpairobbing us” were the words of
Convergencia i Unio, the party in power. With thrase they set out to cover up the



corruption of the family of Jordi Pujol, the ideglee of nationalist construction and First
Minister of Catalonia from 1980 to 2003. The illeganding of his party came to light,

involving the granting of public contracts to comes close to the party. The current first
Minister of Catalonia, Carles Puigdemont, is a mernds this political party, which has now
changed its name to PdeCat in order to coveratks:

The implications of sovereignty The underlying idea of sovereignty (which is deetl to

be indivisible in every Constitutions in the worlith some rare exceptions such as Ethiopia
or the former USSR) is that everybody has evergtlaind nobody has anything. Sovereignty
is a unity of decision, it is a community of jugtidNobody can vote on who can belong to the
political community, since this would mean that qaet of the population could exclude the

other. If the richer regions could vote to leaves would be submitted to their perpetual

blackmail, and the equality of rights and dutiesuldobe endangered. Sovereignty over
Catalonia also belongs to all the other Spanishketis; and likewise, the rest of Spain is also
the political property of the Catalans.

History of false grievances Catalonia is not a plundered region and doeshaot an
abnormal fiscal deficit with the rest of Spain. Bpe in practice a federal state where the
Catalans enjoy very far-reaching self-governmentngarable to and even exceeding in
certain areas that of the German Bundeslanderhand of their rights are infringedny
attempt to delegitimise the Spanish transitionémdcracy, just like any attempt to link the
Spanish democratic system or the Spanish governtodatanco’s dictatorial regime, is an
unacceptable insult. Moreover, even though those kdve Catalan as their mother tongue
are in the minority in Catalonia, in breach of jotEnts from our high courts (which require
at least 25% of school classes to be taught iniSipann Catalan public schools no subject is
taught in Spanish apart from the Spanish langudgesover, there was never a war of
secession in the years following 1700, but thers arainternational war of succession to the
Spanish throne. There was never any historicalodpiof “Spain against Catalonia”, not
even during the Spanish Civil War when there werenany Catalans on one side as on the
other. The strategy of Catalan nationalists haaydvbeen to inflame victimism.

Internationalisation of the conflict. The Catalan government has for many years sooght t
make use of its own institutions located in thennmaternational capitals to spread their lies
and false grievances to the world, illicitly divieg to propaganda activities the funds that
should have been used to provide basic servicabidrway they hope to have gained allies
for this moment of tension. They need this suppororder to win politically what is not
viable democratically.

Risks for our democracy.There ismuch talk just now about “mediation” and “dialogué”
worries us that there are prestigious public figuaed international institutions that (with the
best of intentions) do not realise that by appegaton dialogue in the current circumstances
they may in fact be putting pressure on the Spag®rernment to give in to iniquitous
claims that seek to break up the equality of akir$ards before the law. Social peace and
freedom are most urgent now; but democracy andctimemon agreement on which it is
based is also at stake. We believe that the rulavofand the democratic institutions, which
the government of Spain must safeguard, now desetgmational support in order not to
give in to blackmail and to preserve the rule olvlen Catalonia against those who
demonstrate with chants of “The streets will alwhgsours.” The secessionists prioritise the
images of mobilisation in the streets above pamiatary arithmetic and the law; this is
obviously a risk for any democracy. It is enougHadok atthe company they keepor that




reason we reject out of hand any hypothetical dritddism of Spain-Catalonia, which would
reward the seditious elements and snatch democsatereignty from all the other
Spaniards.

Principle of legality. Finally, we should not overlook the fact that swecalled ‘referendum’
of 1 October (which took place with countless ittagities that invalidate the slightest hint
of credibility) was struck down by our ConstitutadrCourt, just as the Italian Constitutional
Court did with respect to the independence clainnfVeneto in 2015 or the German
Federal Constitutional Court when faced with a neidum claim from Bavaria in 2016.
What is more, unlike in these two countries, ad a®in France and the US, the indivisibility
of our nation has not been put under an “eterddyse” and can thus be modified following
the appropriate procedure for such a constitutianandment introducing the right of self-
determination of the different federate entitieshwn the state. Even if the signatories of this
text are not in favour of such a constitutional adreent that would in practice annul the
national sovereignty which is based on its indbilgy, it should be noted that the separatists
have never even wanted to give a consideratiohisgath.

On 1 October, the police had a court order to ctbheeschools that were to be used as polling
stations in order to prevent voting in the illegaferendum; however, two associations
closely linked to, and subsidised by, the sepdrgtisernment connived with the Catalan
police (who partially disobeyed their orders) tgamise a massive act of sedition. Bringing
people out onto the streets in order to breakahe that was the strategy and it was anything
but a democratic one. Fortunately, some of thdeadgrs of Sunday’s events, the presidents
of the organising associations organisers and thef officer of the Catalan police, are
already under judicial investigation for sedition.

The police were faced with organised violent riais the streets and the protestors
significantly outnumbered the police forces. Foapple were hospitalised and after a few
hours there were only two serious injuries: one lbexeh hit in the eye by a rubber bullet, and
an elderly man had had a heart attack. In particzdaes there isvidence of manipulation
that has been highlighted by the international grasd, as has happened recently in other
important international campaigns, Russia was waaeblin the whole thing. Apart from one
isolated case, we deny that there was dispropationse of legitimate violence.

The consequencesMany companies and banks are leaving Catalonid.itBis not only
businesspeople who are afraiteachers have come under pressurea®ave the judges,
who know that the Catalan government has files dn881 judges in Catalonia,
distinguishing the separatists from those loyah® Constitution, and they recently revealed
their fears: “They want to make us choose betwéenQonstitution and the new legality.
This is terrible, but we will have no choice butdooose between treason and exile.” Many
people are afraid to express their ideas in puhbtieyork, etc. There are children harassed at
school because their parents are Guardia Civitef§. Tension is escalating and there is a
powerful movement from an anti-system and anti-Edgtyp (CUP), on which the Catalan
government’s parliamentary support hinges and whiels for some time now been
threatening violence in the streets.

Some time between Friday 6 and Monday 9 October,stditious Catalan government is
expected to declare unilateral independence.



When the constitutional order is re-established thedfear and the threats have ceaséd,
Spaniards must talk and tackle the legal changes that mightdnsidered necessary. But not
before, in order not to give up our political eqtyal

The signatories would be very much obliged if yaeided to pass on this information on to
anyone who may be interested. Kind regards.

Signatures:

Spanish_Members of the European Parliament Maite Pagazaurtundia Ruiz, Teresa
Giménez Barbat, Javier Nart, Esteban Gonzalez Fomwigue Calvet Chambon.

University professors and public_figures: Fernando Savater (Philosopher and writer),
Mario Vargas Llosa (Nobel Prize for Literature)i-élix Ovejero (lecturer in Economics,
Ethics and Social Sciences at Barcelona Universifygresa Freixes (Professor of
Constitutional Law at the Autonomous UniversityRBdrcelona) Francesc de Carreras(at
Barcelona University)Rosa Diez(MP for PSOE and UPyD)Camilo José Cela Conde
(Guest Researcher at the Department of EcologyEamiutionary Biology, University of
California), Francisco Sosa Wagner(Professor of Administrative Lawjndrés de Blas
Guerrero (Professor of State Theory at Spanish Nationatabise Education University
(UNED)), Adela Cortina (Professor of Ethics and Political Philosophyha tUniversity of
Valencia),Andrés Trapiello (Writer), Félix de Azua (Retired Professor of Aesthetics and
Theory of Art at the University of Barcelonaflfonso Ruiz Miguel (Professor of
Philosophy of Law at the Autonomous University ofadilid), José Luis Pardo Torio
(Professor of Philosophy at the Complutense Unityersf Madrid), Francisco Mora
(Professor of Human Physiology at the Faculty ofdMime of the Complutense University
Madrid and Adjunct Professor of the Department aiédular Physiology and Biophysics at
the University of lowa, USA)Benigno PendaqProfessor of Political Scienceergio Sanz
(Member of the Catalan Regional Parliamemyaceli Mangas Martin (Professor of
International Public Law at the Complutense Uniitgrof Madrid), Joaquim Coll i
Amargos (Historian and writer)Juan Antonio Garcia Amado (Professor of Philosophy of
Law at the University of Ledn)Joaquim Coll i Amargdés (Historian and writer)Manuel
Montero (Professor of Contemporary History at the Uniuwgrsif the Basque Country),
Arcadi Espada (Writer and Journalist)José Alvarez Junco (Professor of History of
Thought and Political and Social Movements at tlmm@lutense University of Madrid),
Joaquin Leguina (was MP for PSOE)Francisco Frutos (Secretary General of the
Communist Party of Spain between 1998 and 20R6herto L. Blanco Valdés(Professor
of Constitutional Law at the University of Santidgg8urelio Arteta (Retired Professor of
Moral Philosophy and Politics at the Universitytbeé Basque CountryManuel Atienza
(Professor of Philosophy of Law at the UniversityAdicante), Manuel Arias Maldonado
(Philosopher, lecturer, sociologist, political sttist and writer) Albert Boadella (actor and




playwright), Alvaro Delgado-Gd (Writer and editor of “Revista de Libros” magagjn
Javier Tajadura Tejada (Lecturer in Constitutional Law at the University the Basque
Country),Antonio Bar Cendon (Professor of Constitutional Law and Jean Monmetd3sor
“ad personam” of Law and Politics of the Europeamadd, in the Faculty of Law of the
University of Valencia),Julidn Sauquillo Gonzalez (Autonomous University of Madrid,
Professor of Philosophy of LawMercedes Fuertes(Professor of Administrative Law),
Carmen lglesias(Spanish Royal Academy /Royal Academy of Histodgvier Fernandez
Sebastian(lecturer in the Faculty of Social Science atltheversity of the Basque Country),
Juan José Laborda(Former Senate President, lecturer of Modern Idys& University of
Burgos), José Luis Diez Ripollés(Professor of Criminal Law at University of Malgga
Joseba Arregi (formerly lecturer in Sociology at the University the Basque Country,
former Minister in the Basque governmen¥planda Gdémez SanchezProfessor of
Constitutional Law (Jean Monnet Professad, personam, of the European Union)Josep
Ramon Bosch i CodinaPresident of Joan Bosca Foundatjdviaria José VillaverdeRico
(Professor of Political Science at the Complutedserersity of Madrid),Francisco Llera
(Professor of Political Science at University ok tBasque Country)Carlos Martinez
Gorriaran (Lecturer in Aesthetics at the University of thasBue Country),.uis Rodriguez
Abascal (Tenured Lecturer in Philosophy of Law, Autonomdusiversity of Madrid),
Carmen Sanz Ayan (Professor of Modern History. Complutense Uniugjsi Julio
Carabafia (Professor of Sociology at UCMRamén Vargas--Machuca Ortega(Professor
of the Faculty of Philosophy and Letters of Uniwgrof Cadiz), Ifaki Iriarte (Tenured
Lecturer in History of Political Thought in the Wersity of the Basque Countryjavier
Pefa Echeverria(Professor of Political Philosophy at the Univirsif Valladolid),Josu de
Miguel Barcena (Lecturer in Constitutional Law at the Autonomoumiversity of
Barcelona), José Vicente Rodriguez Mora (Lecturer in Economics, University of
Edinburgh),Luis Prieto Sanchis(Professor of Law Philosophy at University of Qéstia
Mancha),lgnacio Fdez. SarasolgLecturer of Constitutional Law at University oviedo),
José Ignacio Fortea Pérez(Professor of Modern History at University of Camta),
Manuel Toscano Méndez(Lecturer in Moral Philosophy at the University bfalaga),
Rafael Arenas Garcia(Professor of Private International Law at thedxatmous University
of Barcelona)Mario Kdélling (Lecturer of Political Science at UNEMaria Elvira Roca
Barea (Doctor of Medieval Literature, has worked at 8@anish National Research Council
(CSIC) and taught at Harvard Universit{depe Tudela(Lecturer of Constitutional Law at
University of Zaragoza)Nuria Amat (writer), Jesus Conill(Professor of Moral Philosophy
and Politics at the University of Valenci@ntonio Diéguez Lucena(Professor of Logic and
Philosophy of Science at the University of Malagd)guel Jerez (Professor of Political
Science at University of Granadafarlos Fernandez de CasadevantdProfessor of
International Public Law at the Rey Juan Carlosvgrsity in Madrid),Fernando Jiménez
Sanchez(Lecturer of Political Science at University of kia and expert of Group of States
Against Corruption —GRECO-Carlos Mougan (Tenured Lecturer in Moral Philosophy,
University of Cadiz))gnacio Tirado (Lecturer in Private, Social and Economic Lawha t
Autonomous University of MadridAntonio Hermosa (Lecturer in Aesthetics and History
Philosophy at the University of Sevilleyjartin Alonso (Retired Lecturer in Philosophy),
Juan Antonio Cordero Fuertes (Ecole polytechnigRaris), Javier Redondo Rodelas



(Lecturer in Political Science at Carlos Il Uniségy Madrid and Editor of the magazine “La
Aventura de la Historia”)Jesus Javier Sanchez Barricarte(Lecturer of Sociology at
UC3M), Juan Antonio Cordero Fuertes (Ecole polytechnique, Parisjuan Pimentel
(Senior researcher at CSI@abriel Cabello (Lecturer of History of Art at the University of
Granada), Roberto Villa Garcia (Lecturer of Political History at Rey Juan Carlos
University), Francisco Castilla Urbano (Lecturer in History and Philosophy at the
University of Alcald),Roberto Colom (Professor of Psychology and Biology Health at the
Autonomous University of Madrid),Adolfo Calatrava Garcia (Lecturer of IR at
Universidad Nebrija)Juan Ignacio Martinez PastorSpanish National Distance Education
University (UNED), Lidia Valera Ordaz (lecturer in the Faculty of Journalism, at the
University of Valencia),Mikel Arteta (PhD in Moral and Political PhilosophyMiguel
Pefia Méndez(Lecturer in the Faculty of Fine Art at the Unisity of Granada)]sabel
Echevarria Isusquiza(Department Hispanic, Romance Philology and Thedhyiterature),
Juan Bonilla (Writer), Marta Gil (PhD Political Philosophy)Carlos Ballesteros(Lecturer

in Journalism at University of Valladolid)Miguel Cainzos (University of Santiago de
Compostela),Eduardo Uriarte Romero (Writer), Juan Antonio Negrete (Lecturer in
Philosophy), Toméas Valladolid Bueno (Lecturer in Philosophy)José Angel Gonzélez
Sainz (Writer, Lecturer and founder of the Antonio Madbalnternational Centre),uis
Alberto de Cuenca y Prado(Poet),Miguel Angel Quintana Paz(Lecturer of Ethics and
Political Philosophy)Roberto Ramos FontecobdEditor of Pagina Indomita Pres§orka
Maneiro (Spokesperson of Plataforma Ahordgvier Irazoki (Poet),Gerardo Lopez
Sastre (Lecturer in Philosogy at University of Castill@lMancha)Pedro Gomez(Editor)
Oscar Sanchez-AlonsdlLecturer at Pontifical University of Salamanc3)sé Angel Garcia
Landa (Lecturer in the Faculty of Philosophy at the Uity of Zaragoza).

As leaders of this project, we remain at your entlisposal to provide you with any other
information you may require on this issue.
With best regards,

Maite Pagazaurtundua(MEP, ALDE) andFernando Savater(Philosopher and writer)

Links to some interesting documents in English:

* ldentity poison plan carried out since 1990 by the
Catalan secessionist governments

https://www.docdroid.net/RSxImxx/catalan-governmimathe-90s-idendity-poison-plan.pdf

» Graphic extracted from the independence roadmap (4Jpages) seized on 20
September in the residence of Josep Maria Jove, tlisght hand man” of Oriol
Junqueras (Deputy First Minister of Catalonia) in the Ministry of Finance and
Economy of the Catalan regional government. It show the strategy for social
control according to different targets.



https://www.docdroid.net/SOgyCim/strategy-for-sd@antrol-according-to-different-targets.pdf

* On Sunday 8 October the silent majority overcame thir fear and decided, for
the first time in many years, to march in the strets (between 350,000 and a
million depending on sources) chanting “Viva Espafiaviva Cataluiia” and “We
are also Catalans”.

https://streamable.com/8saia

» Letter sent to Jean Claude Juncker by five foundingmembers of jBasta Yal!
(Fernando Savater, Carlos Martinez Gorriaran, MariaSan Gil, Rosa Diez, Maite
Pagazaurtundua), association awarded the SakharovrRe for its civic struggle
against ETA and against the theoretical foundation of exclusive ethnic
nationalism in the Basque Country.

https://www.docdroid.net/fGzjFve/letter-to-eu-leaglpdf

* In Defence of The Freedom of Expression of Professoin Catalonia
(International Manifesto)

https://lectureresxlalibertad.blogspot.com.es/?m=1

» Statement on the lack of foundation on InternationhLaw of the independence
referendum has been convened in Catalonia (Manifestof Spanish Lecturers
and Professors)

https://www.docdroid.net/Y2yjJLU/aedpdiri.pdf

* Manifesto of Professors of Spanish Universities aime Situation in Catalonia

https://www.docdroid.net/meghUGx/manifiesto-profiessuniversitarios-eng.pdf

* Manifesto of Professors of spanish Professors of @stitutional Law in favour of
the observance of the Constitution

https://www.docdroid.net/SxTwV7S/profesores-derechnstitucional.pdf

« “Call to the democratic Left on the events in Catabnia”

https://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-makesitiiopof-social-scientists-working-at-
various-universities-and-citizens-in-barcel

* Marginal Revolution (ECONOMY BLOG). About Catalonia:
-About language policy:

http://marginalrevolution.com/marginalrevolution1Zd10/catalan-spanish-language-issue-
comments.html

-About institutional disloyalty:

http://marginalrevolution.com/marginalrevolutioniZd10/separatist-sentences-ponder.html

« The Wall Street Journal:



-Catalan TV Network Reflects Separatist Fervor 108017)

https://www.wsj.com/articles/catalan-tv-networkieets-separatist-fervor-1388615902

» Some articles from El Pais in English:

- It's time for the government to act on Cataloni&/{®/2017)

https://elpais.com/elpais/2017/10/05/inenglish/1TBIB503 273844.html

-What is really happening in Catalonia? (05/10/2017

https://elpais.com/elpais/2017/10/03/inenglish/XBH584 438952.html

-Who in Europe supports the Catalan secessiorn(i820/2017)

https://elpais.com/elpais/2017/10/04/inenglish/1BE814 170926.html

-Catalan police leader under investigation for sediby High Court (04/10/2017)
https://elpais.com/elpais/2017/10/04/inenglish/1B0#391 236888.html

-There’s fake news in Catalonia too (02/10/2017)
https://elpais.com/elpais/2017/10/02/inenglish/1BEH13 999238.html

» Some Spanish press articles translated into English

https://voicesfromspain.com/

*« Some research articles:

-Roberto Garvia & Thomas Jeffrey Miley (2013)inguistic immersion” and political
conflict in contemporary Cataloni&uropean Journal of Language Policy 5.1, 5-40

http://online.liverpooluniversitypress.co.uk/doisab0.3828/ejlp.2013.2

- Thomas Jeffrey Miley (2007): Against the Thesistloé “Civic Nation”. The Case of
Catalonia in Contemporary SpaMationalism and Ethnic Politics, 13:1, 1-37

-Thomas Jeffrey Miley (2014): Democratic Represimtaand the National Dimension in
Catalan and Basque Politicggurnal of politics culture and society, 27:291-322

-Enric Martinez and Thomas Jeffrey Miley (2010):eTbonstitution and the politics of
national identity in Spair\ations and Nationalism, 16 (1), 6—30.

» Catalonia: Political group leaders discuss the si@tion with Frans Timmermans
(04/10/2017)

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-roofi/20031PR85246/catalonia-political-
group-leaders-discuss-situation-with-frans-timmearma




