ASTON MARTIN GUNS FOR LE MANS
British sportscar legend targets outright victory

F12009 secrets emerge
- but are new parts legal?
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EVERYTHINGTO
LOOK FORWARD TO

CRISPJANUARY mornings
are good forthe soul. And
whetherit'satthe start of
anotherdayof Formula 1
testing orthe beginning of
the first stage of the World
Rally ChampionshipinIreland
thisweekend, the voyage of
motorsportdiscovery
stretches out before us. Points
have been zero-ed; engineers
have made their final tweaks—it's all to play for.
Forex-world champion Kimi Raikkonen, it's a
chanceto blast away his memories of last year.
Ed Gorman has delved into the Raikkonen
psyche (p28) to gauge whether his old form
can be rediscovered, orif his lacklustre “twin
brother” (as Luca di Montezemolo describes
the Raikkonen of 2008) has stuck around.
Kimi says hewantstowinracesasbadlyas
ever; but doesthe fire still burn as brightly?
Forrally colossus Sebastien Loebit could
be another record-setting season.As he
readies himself for thisweekend’s opening
WRCroundinIreland, what will he make of
Max Mosley's comments (p40)in our
exclusive interviewwith the FIA president?
Andwhatofthe new pretenderto Loeb’s
throne, Sebastien Ogier? The ‘new Seb’ was
sensational enroute to Monte Carlovictory
lastweekend —hisfirst startin a Super 2000-
spec Peugeot. Thisweekend, Ogierand Loeb
gohead-to-headinlreland...
Excitingtimesonthe stages,and onthe
testtrackstoo.F1'stechnicalintricacies have
beenreinvigorated by new aero rules that have
teams pushing the envelope further. Asthe
boundaries of legality are probed (see Top
Story, p6), Mark Hughes sums it up perfectly
onp23:“F1 exactly howit should be.,” Amen!
® Talking of legality, a worrying decision in the
law courts on Monday has left Croft’s future in : : , ; £ s ks e e
the balance. The situationis outlined on p83 . : SRRl e A R S S i S T
—I'llletyou make up your own mind whether el e e T Bl bl it LAY e o T e T
thelawisanassinthiscase. Tl e N e R s el
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RAIKKONEN ON THE ROPES

The 2007 world champion put up a disma
defence of his crown last year. Is he read
to recapture that Finnish fever?

DAYTONA 24 HOURS

Legendary US sportscar team Brumos
denies Ganassi squad a fourth straight

win in closest ever finish to Florida enduro
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TOPSTORY §

FORMULA 1 hasbeen hitby thefirstrules
row of the 2009 aero regulations, with Toyota
and Williams facing questions from rival teams
overthe design of their rear diffusers.

Autosport understandsthat anumberof teams
suspect both Toyota-powered machines of exploiting
aloopholeinthe regulations, whereby they are running
alarger diffuser than they believe is legal. Now they plan
toraise the issue with the FIA.

Renault executive director of engineering Pat
Symonds told Autosport: “They are certainly interesting,
although I don'tthink | can comment on their legality.

“That’s something for the FIA to comment on. We will
be asking the FIAaboutit, butwe haven'tyet.”

Both Williams and Toyota declined to comment on
their diffuser designs, but are confident that they are
within the rules governing rear-bodywork height.

Symonds: Williams and
Toyotaare "interesting”

6 autosport.com January 29 2009

WHAT HAPPENS NOW?
Itis standard practice for teams to seek clarification
from FlIA technical expert Charlie Whiting on the legality
of design concepts they are pursuing. Autosport
understands that several teams asked Whiting last
yearwhetheritwas possible to go with a variation on
the types of designs that Williams and Toyota have
produced, butwere advised not to do so. But the way
that the questionsare phrased when put to the FIA can
be crucial in determining the response.

Itis thought that Williams and Toyota could be using
the top section of the diffuseras part of the ;

EXPERTVIEW

AUTOSPORTTECHNICAL CORRESPONDENT

It'sdifficuittomakean
exactassessmentworking
from photographsandthe

therules. Unlessthey have
founda loophole, such
as usingtherearcrash

naked eyewithoutaccess structure, tojustifyit.

to thedesigndrawings, but Lookingatthe
thereisroomfordoubtas regulationsdictatingthe
towhethertheToyotaand  rearbodywork, itseems
Williamsdiffusersarelegal  thatboththeToyotaand

accordingtomyreadingof  theWilliamshavethe

rear crash structure (see expert view, below),

Should Whiting rejectimminent clarification requests
fromrival teams that the diffuser design isin breach of
the regulations, McLaren, Ferrari, BMW and Renault will be
forcedtoredesign the rear of the theircars to capitalise
on the extra downforce provided by the diffuser, which
willbe particularly beneficial in lower-speed corners.

OZGPCONTROVERSY COULDBEONCARDS
IfWhiting advises the rival teams that the Williams and
Toyotaare illegal, then those two squads would face the
choice either of modifying their cars or risking an

centre sections of their
diffusersextended above
the maximum height
of 175mm stipulated
bythe regulations.
Looking atthe Williams
andworkingoffascalein
comparisontotherear
wing, itappearstobe
170mm highintheside
section and 224mm high
inthe centre section—
49mm higherthan allowed
intheregulations.
Withthe Toyota, it’svery
difficulttogetareference

measurement, butitlook:
tobe evenhigherinthe
centresectionthanthe
Williamsifyoutakethe
heightof theside sectionas
themaximum allowable.
Thismeansthe centre ofthe
diffuseris approximately
246mm,or 71mm higher
thanallowable.

The benefits of extending
the diffuserareobvious.
Withthe new narrowrear
wings, the extradownforce
allowed can make amajor
performance difference




Is trouble looming for
the Williams-Toyota?

eligibility challenge at the Australian Grand Prix.
Ferrarimustalso make changes. Anumber ofteams

ised questions over the legality of the exhaust on the
followingitslaunch on January 12.
Ut Ferrarihas explained that the carwas fitted with

an olg exhaustdesign foritsearly running, andthat
there was no guestion of the team attempting torace
withan exhaustthatitknewwasillegal.

Toyota's diffuser
could come under fire

intermsofgripand

tyre usage.
IfWilliamsandToyota

areallowed torunwith this

diffuser, therestare going

to havetofollowsuitto
catchup.Butifitisruled
asillegal,itcouldleadto
some hastyre-designing
forbothteams.

NEWS

B autosport.com'

This shaded sectn ah the
175mm line has been guestioned

'MAXHEIGHT [§
T7SMM LINE :

Rivals claim the bodywnr |
can't go above thisline

| Toyotahas anarrower section
- | aboveits diffuser over the line

Theoretical maximum
height of the diffuser

WHAT THE REGULATIONS SAY

<
—
=
[="
=]
=
=
=

Article 3.5 of the @The width of bodywork visible from
2009 Formula 1 World behindthe rearwheel centre beneath the car
Championship technical lineand more than200mm andwhichlies ;
regulations statesthat: above thereference plane betweenthe : [
mustnot exceed 750mm. rearwheel
@ The width of bodywork centrelineand
behind the rearwhee! centre Article 3.12.7 applies apoint350mm S — .
lineand lessthan 200 tobodyworkfacing rearward ofit may be more thisareawitha
millimetres above the the ground than 175mmabove the lateral orlongitudinal vertical
reference plane must not reference plane. Any plane shouldform one
exceed 1000mm. @ No bodyworkwhichis intersection ofthe surfacesin continuous line whichisvisible

January 29 2009 autosport.com 7




PIT & PADDOCK

Edited by GLENN FREEMAN

FORMULA 1 teamswill waituntilthe eve

ofthe season before deciding whetherto

race their cars equipped with kinetic energy

recovery systems (KERS) amid continued
uncertainty over the performance benefits of the
regenerative energy units.

The five manufacturer teams, plus Williams, are
continuing to develop KERS but are non-committal
onwhethertheywill be readytoracewithitinthe
Australian Grand Prix on March 29. Even BMW Sauber,
whose team boss Mario Theissen hasbeen a staunch
supporter of the system, cannot give an answer asto
whenits device will be race-ready.

With the use of KERS not mandatory for 2009, teams
must decide whetherthey are confident not only that
their systemis reliable, but also that it will delivera
tangible performance advantage overteamsnot
running the unitin the first part of the season.

PERFORMANCE BOOST

The 60kW KERS motor delivers a maximum of 400k]
perlap, giving a theoretical maximum of 6.67 seconds
of boost at 80.46bhp. Teams could optto discharge a
lower level of power forlonger, albeit still restrained by
the 400k] limit. Although the extra poweris clearly a

T Tee——

FLASHBACK
A BMW mechanic suffered a KERS
shock at Jerez on July 22 last year

benefitinitself, this must be balanced against the
disadvantages of running a KERS unit weighing
approximately 25kg. While this is unlikely to push
anyone over the minimum weight limit (605kg
including driver), it will significantly reduce the amount
of ballast that teams can run, thereby reducing the
effectiveness of a critical set-up tool. Thisiswhy a
number of drivers, including Renault’s Fernando

F1 TEAMS TO MAKE
KERS DECISION AT
THE LAST MINUTE

Notone Formula 1 teamis completely confident of havingits KERS
technology ready for the start of the 2009 season. By EDD STRAW

Alonso, have been asked to lose weight over the wins
“Our estimationis that KERS would be detrimenta
onalmostall ofthe circuits inits current status becav:
ofthe weight,” said Toyota chassis boss Pascal Vasselc
“Of course, that is something that will change accorci
tothelevel of developmentin the season.”

SAFETY ISSUES

There are still concerns over the safety of KERS.
Last July, a BMW Sauber mechanic was injured by
an electric shock during testing at Jerez, and teams
have equipped personnel with insulating gloves for
working on a car with an active KERS. Although the
accident led to a full investigation, with BMW Saube
reporting its findings to the FIA and rival teams, son
still fear the consequences of a fully-charged KERS
being involved in a major crash. The FIA and the
teams are compiling a safety document to circulate
to all race organisers on KERS safety.

Formula 1 race director Charlie Whiting said: “The
teams are taking this very responsibly for their own
safety, of course. They're also looking at how the
marshals will respond to broken-down cars.

“Marshals are going to be educated by the
documentation we'll provide.”

0090000000000 0000000008CE00C00EC0000000003000000000C0000C0080B000000080060080000000000000000P0P0CC0GCROCQOCQC0C00CEO0PESSOEO0C0O0O0O0CRCCCO0GCRBERSOEOOCREROCQESEO0OCEOO 86O OCOEIOO0PO0OCEOOEESS®ESSHd

WHERE KERS FITSIN

1 KERSMOTOR
The motor generator
converts mechanical
energy from braking

to electrical energy for
storage and back again

if the boost button is hit

2 KERSECU -
The ECU will control the X

including managing £
the energy stored in the

batteries and triggering

its deployment

'3 BATTERIES
Up to 400k] will be
stored in the batteries
as used in the majority
of F1 systems. It will be
charged with energy
generated from braking
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HOW RELIABLE WILL KERS BE?

With KERS such a high-profile showcase for the
mainstream manufacturer teams, itis understood that
the likes of Mercedes, Toyota, BMW and Renault are
determined to make it reliable. But a new system
inevitably means that there will be reliability problems
to overcome, with cooling a particularissue.

Thereis also the knock-on effect on the cooling of
the whole car. With the ban on aerodynamic flick-ups,
cars’ overall cooling efficiency has been reduced. This
nas made cooling KERS equipment, particularly battery
or super capacitor technology, critical. The BMW Sauber
F1.09, forexample, features thick-set sidepods partly
through the needtoair-cool its KERS.

LITTLETIMETOTEST

Thebanonin-season testing, aswellasthe cutinwinter
running, means that it will be difficult for teams to track-
prove KERS outside of competition after the firstrace

UPDATE: WHO IS WHERE WITH KERS

of the season. Although this means that they will only
be able totest KERS on the Fridays of grands prix, off-
track development meansthatteamscould bring
the unitstoarace oncethe season hasstarted.

Williams technical director Sam Michael told
Autosport: “In terms of where our programme is for
testingitandbringingittoa grand prix, | can't really
say because we don't know. Butifwe're notonthe
track, it doesn’t mean we’'re not working on KERS
because we have dynosin our factory and dynosin
[engine supplier] Toyota's factory.”

OVERTAKING OPPORTUNITIES

Overtakingis the most commonly cited way to employ
the power of KERS, although with drivers unlikely to be
in a position to attempt a passing move on every lap
of arace, its strategic usage must also be taken into
consideration. There is also the challenge for the
driver of monitoring his available KERS boost, as this

bourne debutisnotdefinite

[aterintheyear, buthasbee

track-testingit.

2" autosport.com
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Rubber gloves are now
mandatory pitcrew kit

cannotbe controlled by the teams.

McLaren head of vehicle engineering Mark Williams
said: "It's a significant gain and the drivers can feel it.
Butitdependswhen you deploy it. If you deployiton
the straight, you wantto deploy it at the start. We can
work out the optimum for the improving time overalap,
butthe driver has to work out how to follow that level.”

Strategically, teams could also utilise the available
KERS powerto save onfuel usage and engine wear
—critical now that the eight-engines-per-driverrule
hasbeenintroduced.

Q&A SAMMICHAEL, WILLIAMS TECHBOSS

January 29 2009 autosport.com 9



PIT & PADDOCK

ROSBERGFLIES
INTHE ALGARVE

The Williams FW31 was fastest
ofthe 2009-spec carsinthe
Algarve testcourtesy of Nico
Rosberg's pace onthe only
dry day. Sebastien Buemiwas
quickestoverallin an'08STR

RENAULT UPBEAT
AFTER SLOW START

New R29 off the pace infirst test, but there’s more to come. By EDD STRAW

RENAULTIS confidentthatthereismoreto

“Butinterms of performance, it's difficult to tell. The
difference between ourlaunch carand ourrace carin
terms of overall downforce is significantly higher this

regulations, something thatcould be downinpz=o =
notrunninganinterim carin Novemberand Decem

come from the new R29, despite being
“disappointed” by lastweek’s first test.

|
&)
w P
T
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]

“The aerodynamic map of thiscarisreally cifers

The Renaultwasthe slowest ofthe fournew  yearthan normal becauseit'samassive learning process.” maybewe hadn’t taken enough notice of that nthesst-
machinesin last week’s Algarve test, with a fastest lap two up,” Symonds said. "We can do better, which will make th:
seconds off Williams driver Nico Rosberg’s best 2009- UNDERSTANDINGTHECAR careasierto drive. But this year, more thzn sver, itwill be
specification time. Despite this, its executive director of Symonds alsc admitted that the team hadn’t focused thoselast couple of teststhatare the indicator”
engineering Pat Symonds believesthat changes enough attention on the set-up demands of the new
scheduled for the next four tests willimprove matters. HIGHHOPESFORKERS

Symonds told Autosport: “l was disappointed. [t wasn't Symondsis hopeful that Renault will be one of the teams

agreattest. We didn’treally have everything the way we
wanted it on the little bit of dry running we did.

“Atthe momentthe Williamsis probably quicker
thanus, butl don’tthinkit's two seconds.”

CHANGESTOCOME
Renault’s development plansforthe R29 include a raft
~of aero tweaks that the team hopeswillimprove speed.

“There are alotofrevisions,” said Symaonds. “lwasin

the windtunnel on Sunday and the car looked different.”
“Thetroubleis, we are so far from ourrace-one car that

it'shardto do these comparisons at the moment. Most

people found thatthe back end ofthe carneededthe

mostwork because that'sthe way the tyres are.

10 autosport.com January 29 2009

Theri_li‘) willsoon
look very different

thatwill runwith a Kinetic Energy Recovery System (KER®
fromthe startofthe season aftermaking rapid progress
overthe pastmonth.

Theteam conducted track tests with the regenerative
energy systeminthe Algarve test, and Symonds s
cautiously optimistic thatitwill be ready to be used
atthefirst grand prix of the seasonin Australia at the

: end of March.

“Before Christmas, |was really concerned about how
we were going to get KERS evenworkingin its basic
form,” said Symonds. “But we made good progress over
Christmas and I’'m much more confidentwe’ll get that or
the carfor Melbourne, There’s no guarantees on that, bu

- I'dnowsayit'slikely.”



ALGARVE TEAMS HOPE FOR DRY TIME

THETEAMS thatranin last
o week’srain-hit Algarve testare
hopeful that the lack of dry
runningwill not set back car development.
McLaren, Williams, Renaultand Toyota
all suffered from the heavyrain thatled to
the fourth day of the test being abandoned.
Ferrari, which was testing at Mugello, also
suffered with bad weather, while BMW
Saubersuffered onlyfrom highwinds
duringitsfour-day private testin Valencia.
The German marque completed over 1500
miles, almost three times more than any of
the teams running at the Algarve.
Williams technical director Sam Michael
is confident that the loss of dry running will
notbe amajorproblem.

“We’ve gotplenty of time to catch up.”
Toyota, Ferrari and BMW Sauberwill skip
the Jereztest that starts on February 10in
favour of running in Bahrain. Toyota chassis
boss Pascal Vasselon believes that what
happenedin the Algarve backs up the

. Wet weather badly
ff

ted Algarve test

decision ofthe teams thatwill go there.
“Thisisa perfectillustration of how
important itis to go to Bahrain,” said
Vasselon. “Forus, itis the bestvalue for
money. Thereisariskin Europeinwinter
of spending time inirrelevant conditions.”

]

How the Yas Marina
circuit will look

ABUDHABIONTIME

Organisers of the Abu Dhabi GP, which will
hold thefinalrace of 2009 onNovember 1, are
confidentthattrack constructionworkis ontime.
“Everythingisgoingtobefinished well ahead

“Weonlyreallylost outto BMW as
Ferrarihad justas muchrainasusin Italy,”
Michaeltold Autosport on Monday.

oftherace,” saidJohn Bullough, the CEQ of the
companythatisbuilding the track.

SAFETY CARCHANCGES
The FIAhas confirmed that Formula 1's Safety
Carruleswill change thisyear. The pitswill no longer

ALGARVE F1 TEST, JANUARY 19-22

1 SebastienBuemi ToroRosso-Ferari STR3* 1m41.5285 Tm34.429s 1m27.987s notime be closed atthe start of a caution period. Instead,

2 NicoRosberg Wiliams-ToyotaFW3 1 = 1m51.580s 1m29.729s = driverswill be informed ofa minimum-time to get

3 LewisHamilton McLaren-MercedesMP4-24 = = 1m30.242s - backto the pitsto avoid the dangers caused by
: 4 TimoGlock ToyotaTF109 = = 1m30.878s notime them rush]ng backfortyres andfuel.
:5 FemnandoAlonso RenaultR29 — — 1m31.743s notime
16 PedrodelaRosa Mclaren-MercedesMP4-24  1m46.076s 1m37.512s - i

7 JamoTrulli ToyotaTF109 = 1m42.339s ~= N FRENCH GP APPROVAL

8 NelsonPiquet RenaultR29 1m48.907s 1m45.860s = ] The Frenchsenate has approved plansfor
30 :;ﬂ‘i‘(':::b":f ?r'”'am;%y;ta i :"‘;gg;gs . » % anewFormula 1trackto bebuiltinthe Yvelines
: i i 4 S . region of Pariswith aviewtothe French Grand Prix
: 11 HeikkiKovalainen McLaren-MercedesMP4-24 = = — notime returningtothe calendarin 2011.The project
: 12 KazukiNakajima Williams-Toyota FW31 - - - notime : 3

dubbed “lavalee de’automobile”, had runinto
some oppositionfrom environmentalists,

: ¥2008-specification car

INC MAKES CUTBACKS

Renault sponsor INGwill reduce its F1 spend
thisyear. Although the amountreceived by Renault
won’tbe cut, the Dutchfinancial institution will spend
less on hospitalityand sponsorship “activation”,

SUPERLICENCEROW

TherowoverF1 driversuperlicencefees
hasrestarted, with the Grand PrixDrivers’
Associationtellingits membersnot tosignthe
documentsforthe nextthree weeks. Driversare
angrythat costshaverisenagainby€400to
€10,444,and by€100to€2100 perpoint.

22, butisconfident that
 abifitytodriveaFormulal

PRESIDENT REUTEMANN?

Twelve-time grand prixwinner Carlos
Reutemannis beingtipped to runforthe presidency
ofArgentinain2011. Although the senator has not
yetdeclared his candidacy, he said: “This time, I'd
thinkaboutthe possibility of being a candidate.”

FERRARI COMPLETES FIRST MAJOR F60 TEST
Ferrari opted to run for four days at Mugello in Italy for the first full test of its new F60. Felipe Massa and Kimi Raikkonen (pictured)
both completed two days in the car and made good progress. “It gets the thumbs-up without a doubt,” said Massa of his "09 racer

Reutemann may
run for president

K1:EADVTUE?CHTBA(K|N2009,p28 =5
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ASTON TAKES ON THE
LE MANS BIG GUNS

Modified Lola coupe forms basis
of LMP1 switch for 2009

Artist's impression
shows new styling

ASTONMARTIN believesit can gotothis include an assault on the five-race Le Mans Series,
year's Le Mans 24 Hours with a chance of had been drawn together without financial backing
producing a giant-killing performance from Aston Martin.

Q&A DARREN TURNER

against the Audi and Peugeot turbodiesels “At this time Aston Martin cant spend money on _ nit
with its new Gulf-backed LMP1 prototypes. motorracing,” Richards added. "It has been up to ' youhave beenwaitingf
Chairman David Richards, whose Prodrive company AMRto secure the necessary funding.” aftersolonginGT
runs Aston Martin Racing, described thisyear'srace asa Guif Oil, which backed AMR’s successful 2008 '
“potential David-and-Goliath situation” at the launch of Le Mans GT1 campaign with the DBR9, Czech entrant
the new V12-engined car this week. Toni Charouz and Harold Primat, who will drive one
“We are going in the belief that there isa chance of ofthe cars, are understood to be the principal
winning, although we are also going with astrong sense  backers of the programme.
ofreality,” he said. “We are outsiders, yetif ever there is The project builds on the success of Prodrive’s single-
afairy story, thenit has to be Aston Martin winning carcampaign at Le Mansand in the Le Mans Series last
Le Mans 50years on from our 1959 victory.” yearwith a Charouz-entered Lola-Aston BO8/60. The
AMR team principal George Howard-Chappell major change for 2009 is all-new bodywork.
explained that histeam would know more about its Howard-Chappell added: “You can see that the car
chances after the new car—which hasyet to be given a doesn’tlook very much like a Lola. We've done our own
type number—runsfor the first time in March. aero package, which hasbeen ajoint effort between
“We are going to have to see what happens, but Aston Martin styling and Aston Martin Racing. You can
we are going to do our best,” he said. “Every now rest assured, however, that we haven’t done anything
andagainupsets happen at Le Mansand thatis thatwill slow the car down.”
whatwe are aimingto do.” AMR has announced five drivers so far, Stefan Mucke
Richards explained that the project, which will andJan Charouz, the regular drivers of the Lola-Aston

last year, will return along with Tomas Enge, who has
strong links with both the Czech entrant and Prodrive.
Darren Turner, part of last year's GT1-winning line-up at
Le Mans, moves up to the prototype programme, while
Primat switches camps from Pescarolo.

12 autosport.com January 29 2009



ACURA LAUNCHES LMP1 CHARGER

ACURAHAS
o developedwhatit
claimsis “the most

nimbleandagile LMP1 ever
built”initsattempttoget
thebetterofthe Peugeotand
Audiwheneveritgoesup
againstthemin2009.

The ARX-02aLMP1
prototypeis“anon-
compromise car’,accordingto
NickWirth, whose eponymous
companyhasdesignedand
builtthe carin Britain.

“Weknewthatifwewere
goingtohaveanychanceto

beatthediesels,wewere isafirstforamodern
goingtohavetopushevery Le Mansprototype.
boundary,” hesaidatthe “That gives usseven per
launchofthe ARX-02aat cent more contact-patch
Sebringduringthe area,” he explained.
American Le Mans “Thatis quite
Serieswintertestat asignificant
the Florida circuit. advantage.”
“Everysingleitem “Theproblemis
wecouldreview thatbigwheelsup
andimprove frontareterriblefor
upon,wedidso.” Wirth: pushing  theaero.Thatmeans
Themajor wehavehadtocome

innovationistheuseofrear
wheelsandtyresonthe front
ofthecar,whichWirth believes

upwith severalinnovative
solutionstotheproblem.”
The ARX-02ais builtaround

e

AUDI TAKES THREE

AUDIlooks certaintorun
three R15TDI prototypesin
thisyear’sLe Mans 24 Hours,
despite only taking up two
of fourguaranteed entries
forthebigrace.
AudiSportbossWolfgang
Ullrich said thatthiswas not
zstatementofintentonthe
numberofcarsthe German
manufacturerwillruninthe
bigracein june. He pointed
out that Audistill had the
possibility to bid foranother
spotinthe openselection
process, forwhich entries
closedlastweek.

Ullrichwould not
elaborate further on his
plansforthe 24 Hours, but
itappearsthathe decided
againsttheideaofrunning
two out of three carsunder
the banner of AudiSport
North America (which had
three guaranteed spots)
andwillinstead bid for
anotherentryasAudi
SportTeam Joest.

Ullrich explained thatit
isAudi’sintentiontofield
twoR15sinthe Sebring 12
Hours, itstraditional Le Mans
warm-up in March,

afour-litreversionofthe V8
thatpoweredthe AcuraLMP2s
in2007-08.The possibility of
buildingaturbodiesel was
discounted because Acura
doesnotselldieselsinthe US.
TheHighcroft Racingand
De Ferran Motorsports ARX-
02as, whichwillflythe flag
forAcurain LMP1 thisyear,
weretestinginpublicforthe
firsttime at Sebring at the
beginningofthisweek. De
Ferrandriver Simon Pagenaud
setabesttime of 1m45.053s
onthefirstdayofthetest.

David Brabham tests
new Highcroft Acura

RAHAL GETS HIS NEW M3 ON TRACK

Rahal Letterman Racing got its hands on the new BMW M3 GT contender at Sebring on Monday.
It built up the first of the definitive M3 racers from a kit of parts supplied by BMW Motorsport

New Panozin

actionat Sebring

FARNBACHERIN APANOZ...

Dominik Farnbacher, a GT?2 classwinnerinthe
American Le Mans Series lastyear, tried outforthe PTG
Panozteam atSebringthisweek. Former PTG BMW
driverlan James also drove the latest Esperante GTLM.

...AND AFERRARI

Farnbacher has confirmed that he will
raceforhisfather Horst’s eponymousteamin
the Le MansSeries thisyear. The German will
share a Ferrari 430 GT with former Tafel Racing
ALMS team-mate Pierre Ehret.

ACURA’S GANASSISTARS

IndyCar drivers Dario Franchittiand Scott Dixon
willreturnto Acura’s sportscar squadforthe Sebring
and Petit Le Mans enduros this year. They respectively
drivethe Highcroftand De Ferran ARX-02aLMP2 cars.

ZONTAQOUT OF PEUGEOT

Brazilian Ricardo Zontahasfollowed his
ex-Formula 1team-mate Jacques Villeneuvein
declaring himself out of Peugeot’s Le Mans line-
up.The ex-Formula 1 driverexplained that his
Grand-Am and Brazilian Stock Car programmes
prevented himforundertaking theamount of
testing Peugeotwanted himto do.

DEVLINTODYSON

British sportscarregular Ben Devlin hasjoined
DysonRacing to drive one of its Lola-Mazda LMP2s at
the Sebringand PetitLe Mans enduros. The 26-year-
old moves overto Dysonfrom the Mazda-backed
B-KMotorsports LMP2 programme.

LATESTO9TION TRACK

The 2009-specPorsche 911 GT3-RSR
broke coverat Sebring thisweekwhen the Flying
Lizard, Farnbacher Lolesand VIClteams put cars
throughtheir paces forthe first time. The major
performance gain onthe car has come courtesy
of newfront-end aerodynamics.

Front end is different £
on new Porsche 911
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RKEBACKON
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Dan Clarke made hisA1GP
debut for Team GBR at Taupo
last weekend. The former
Champ Car driver tooka best
finish of 12th while standing
in for lead driver Danny Watts

A1GP CLOSING I
ON NEW INVESTOR

World Cup of Motorsport setto land financial lifeline

I THELONG-TERM future of A1GPisclose A1GP's CEO Pete da Silvatold Autosport that
to being secured as talks progress between statementwas slightly premature, but he shares Giltrap’s
r series bosses and potentialinvestors. optimism: “Dowe need cash?Yes. Butl'd like to have
The championship has endured arocky intelligent cash right now,” said da Silva.

starttoits fourth season, with races being cancelled and “We are talking to three or four parties. It could be
problems getting all of the new ‘Powered by Ferrari’ cars three parties comingin with smaller stakes, it could be
3 ready for each team. Team New Zealand seat holder onewithanindividual chunk. I'm expecting something

Colin Giltrap admitted last weekend that he had been to break, butit’s notimminent. It could be eightor 10
Q; concerned for A1GP's future in recent weeks, but weeks away in terms of announcing anything,”
: claimed that a deal with aninvestorhad been secured. Da Silva added that the serieswould be able to get

money fasterifit wasin desperate need of it.

“Ifwe were looking for cash, I could find it a lot faster,”
he added. “While lamlooking forit, 'm also looking for
asecure footing. | have the luxury of delaying a pure cash
investment to wait for a strategic investment.”
L -o\'*w Some of the recent uncertainty was caused by the late
Worldtw§.§\\*\“\°‘59. : cancellation of the Lippo Village streetrace in Indonesia,

S onan ; whichwas meantto be the next round of the season.

g Da Silva said that monsoon rain had delayed the building
ofthe circuit, and added that it would definitely appear
early next season.

“Lippo will have a few more monthsto get the circuit

o 4 j | ready, and we will slotit in for season five, in this calendar
Al bosses are confident | Z year,” he said. “We race on FIA Grade 2 tracks and, in terms
of securing its future — of safety, itwasn't ready.”
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could expand for 2009

ZANDYOORTWILLbeableto
hostthe Mastersof Formula3
againthisyearforthefirst
timesince 2006 followinga
changeinthe A1GP calendar.
The Dutch A1 racewill
move totheend ofthe 2009-
10calendar(see separate
story), whichfreesup
some of the ‘noise days’
thatitislimited tobythe
government. The limit
currently onlyallowsitto
hosttwobigevents peryear,
whichhave beenA1GPand

MASTERS BACK
TO ZANDVOORT

DTMforthe pasttwoseasons.
While the calendarshuffle
only guarantees the return of
theracefromZolderforone
yearatthe moment, circuit
officialsare confident that
theirapplicationformore
noise daysfrom2010
onwardswill beresolved
beforethe end of thisyear.
Circuitboss ErikWeijers
said: “Thiseventwasfounded
herein1991andeveryone
agrees—Zandvoortisthe
home of the F3 Masters.”

SAME BATTLE, DIFFERENT CARS AND CONTINENT

Formula 3 Euroseries title rivals Nico Hulkenberg and Edoardo Mortara shone on their GP2 Asia debuts

e

FORMER BRITISH Formula 3 champion

in Bahrain last weekend. Hulkenberg (2) took pole for race one; Mortara (4) finished on the podium

factorinthedecision, ashe had been
contracted totheteamasatestdriver.

Conway will swap

Europe for America

NEWS

- autosport.com

Patrick will get more
help from Andretti

DANICA GETS MICHAEL

Andretti Green Racing team boss Michael
Andrettiwillbecome Danica Patrick’s race strategist
inthe IndyCar Series this year. The 46-year-old
replaces Kyle Moyer, who will move to Marco
Andretti’s carfor2009.

GP2 ACTSTOCUT COSTS

GP2 organisers have announced cost cuts
inthe seriesforthis season. Dallara has reduced
its prices, teams will be limited to 13 people on
raceweekends, and the traditional mid-season
testhasbeen cancelled.

QATARNIGHT RACEISON

GP2 Asia’sfirstevernight race in Qatar has been
confirmed. The eventhad been placed into adoubt due
toadealnotbeing signed by Speedcar officials until
recently,and the race hasbeen putback aweekfromits
original date of February 6-7 to February 13-14.

CARLIN'S GRADUATES

British Formula 3 champion Jaime
Alguersuariwill graduate to Formula Renault 3.5
this seasonwith Carlin Motorsport. Oliver Turvey,
whowasrunner-up to him last season, wili be his
team-mate. Comtec, meanwhile, has confirmed
AlexMarsoinwill partner Anton Nebylitskiy.

SANCHEZFORF2

Spanish Formula 3 champion German Sanchez
isthe latest driver to have signed upfor Formula 2 this
year.The 19-year-oldis the third Spanish F3
frontrunnerto sign up to the series, along with
Natacha Gachnangand Nicola De Marco,

LANCASTERTOSG

Jon Lancasterwill spearhead SG Formula’s
assaultonthe F3 Euroseries after switchingto
the team fromfellow Frenchsquad ART. The
Britonwill be joined by Formula Renault graduate
Andrea Caldarelliand Henkie Waldschmidt, who
stayswith SGforasecondseason.

Mike Conway s planning along careerin
Americaafter confirming his switchfrom
GP2totheIndyCar Seriesforthisyear.
The 25-year-old, whostarredinatest
atSears Pointfor Panther Racinglast year,
willraceforDreyer & Reinbold thisyear.
“Wehadacoupleofyearsin GP2 and
didn’tgetthe resultsthatwe wanted,”
Conwaytold Autosport. “Wewanted to
seewhatwasavailabletous,and the IRL
seemed likethe best option. I thinkit’s
agood switch. | see afuturein America,
andwe’re outthereforthe long haul.”
ConwayaddedthatHonda’s
withdrawal from Formula 1 had playeda

Buthe expects IndyCarto keepimproving
overthe nextfewyears.

“The IRLisvery strong nowfollowing
the mergerwith Champ Car, solseeitas
agoodplacetobe,” headded. “Ihaven’t
drivenonanovalyet, but'm looking
forward to thatand everythingelse that
comeswithracingin America.”

Dreyer & Reinbold hasnot confirmed
anyteam-matesfor Conwayyet, butthe
Britonis optimistic of getting someone
experienced broughtin.

“Itwillbe goodtolearnfromallthe
experienced guyshere,” he said.

>l.ancasterwill stayin
F3 for another year
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PIT & PADDOCK

IGHT RETURN
?llill EX-BTCCMAN

Former World Superbike star anc_j
British Touring Car Championship
racer Aaron Slight was backin the
cockpitat Taupoin New Zealgnd
lastweekend. He camethirdina
non-championship Porscherace

OLVO EVALUATES
BTCC COMEBACK

Swedish manufacturerwants afactory programme in Britain, but time is tight

VOLVOIS planning to re-enterthe British
Touring Car Championship thisyearasa
fullmanufacturerteamwith a pair of
bioethanol-fuelled C30s.

The Swedish manufacturer, which last competedin
the BTCC 10years ago, was arace-winnerin its domestic
series lastyearin the maiden season of competition for
the C30. A British series attack, according to Volvo's

¢30model could
become aBTCC regular

16 autosport.com January 29 2009

director of motorsport Derek Crabb, isnext on the agenda.

Crabb said: “After the successwe’ve had in Sweden
withthe C30,a couple of seriesbecameinterestedin
us.Britainisamarket I'd really like to getinto.

“It hasto be a sponsor-led project and those sponsors
need tofitinwith our greenimage. Getting thosein line
isvery important.| don’t justwant dealsthat will get us
through a year.lwant a three-year deal from sponsors
andwe're nearly there.”

Crabb admitted that Volvois running out of time to be
onthe grid intime for the Brands Hatch season-opener
on April 5, but he did not rule out the possibility of joining
the serieslate, or even postponing the entry until 2010.

“There are a number of options availabletous,” he
added. “Butwhat I'm not prepared to do thoughisto go
tothefirstround and do badly because we're notready.
ltwould only give Volvo a bad name.”

No drivers have yet been confirmed, although 2001
BTCC championJason Plato has been linked to one of the
seats. Crabbwould not confirm this, but did say: "We’re
looking at the very best drivers that are available to us.”

Volvo firstentered aworks team inthe BTCCin 1994
and the TWR-run squad achieved 21 winsin five years,
guiding Rickard Rydell to the 1998 title along the way.

X

I Why come backto BTCC?
[twouldbe agood chance to

re-establishVolvo asasporty -

brand, like itwas whenwe last
hadabigpresenceintouring
cars.We hadfive poles and two
winsin Sweden with the biofuel
C30andranverywellinthe

- WICCatBrands Hatch, and that
- gotothermarketsinterested.

H Willthecarsberunin- -

_house orbyathird party?
~InSwedenwe contractoutthe

runningto PolestarRacing—
who do avery good job, and it
would be the same in Britain.
We beganwith alist offour
possible teamstorunthe -
programme and we now
haveto decide between two,
eachwith BTCC experience.

Il Whataboutdrivers?
Wewanttodothisright, so
we're looking atthe very best
driversthatare available to
us.Theymustbeableto
bringthe caronastep and
representthe Volvoname

_inanappropriate way.




JAMES
THOMPSON
tested for British

Touring Car Championship
newcomers Tempus Sport
inPortugal last week.

The 2002 and 2004 BTCC
Championdrove one ofthe
team’s 2008-spec Chevrolet
Lacettis alongside Harry
Vaulkhard at Estoril.
Thompson enjoyed hisrun,
despite bad weather
interrupting proceedings.

Thompson, whose priority
forthe seasonistofinda

THOMPSON TESTS |
TEMPUS CHEVROLET

drivein eitherthe BTCCor
WTCC, said: “It’s nice to be
askedtodrive anothercar
and | enjoyed mixing with the
teamand seeing how they
work. It'saverygood carand
Ithinkthey can doverywell.”

WORLD CHAMPS TEST FOR ORECA
Reigning World Touring Car champion Yvan Muller (r) and former World
Rally champion Petter Solberg (1) tried an ORECA prototype this week

MERCEDES TRIES
MORE YOUNG GUNS

MERCEDES CARRIED out decided,” he told Autosport.
furtherdriver evaluations “Wewill have ninedrivers,
forits 2009 DTM line-upat withfour’09 carsandfive’08
Estoril thisweek. cars.The season only starts
Single-seaterracersEarl onMay 17, so thereis still
8zamber, Markus Niemelaand sometime left. Inthe next

RengervanderZandewereall threetofourweekswe will
inaction atthe Portuguese knowmore.”

circuit, but Mercedes Haugaddedthata
motorsportboss Norbert decision onthe future of Paul

diRestaand Ralf Schumacher
—oneofwhichwilllanda
2009 car—should be made
inthe nextfortnight.

Haugsaysthatthereisno
rushtofinalise its drivers
forthenewseason.
“Thewhole line-upisnot

WhileTempus boss
Richard Coleman admitted to
having “serious discussions”
with the Yorkshireman about
adrive, Thompsonreiterated
thatheisstillafree agentand
hasyettosignadeal.

Thompson tried the
LacettiatEstoril

> éobT-spec Amﬁs ﬁre in
demand for this year

NEWS

7 autosport.com

‘Jones remains in
BTCC for 2009

JONESGETS ADEAL

AdamJones has completed Clyde Valley
Racing’s BTCCline-up afterjoining asteam-mate to
Dan Eaves. Jones, whofinished thirdin lastyear's
Independents standings, will race abiofuel SEAT Leon
underthe Cartridge World Carbon Zero Racing banner.

ROUSHMUST CUT BACK

NASCAR officials have reiterated their
stance that Roush Fenway Racing will have to
reduceits Sprint Cup team from five carsto
fourin2010. One of the carsislikely to move
toanotherFord squad, with Roush retaining
somesortofinput.

RICGSTONEW TEAM

ScottRiggs hasjoinedthe new Tommy Baldwin
Racing team to drive a Toyota in NASCAR's Sprint Cup
for2009. Riggs lost his drive with Haas CNCwhen the
teamwas boughtinto by Tony Stewart at the end of last
seasonandturned into Stewart Haas Racing.

EXTRAHENDRICK CAR

NASCAR Sprint Cup championteam
HendrickMotorsportswillfielda Chevroletfor
Brad Keselowskiin sevenracesthisyearahead of
afullrookie campaignin 2010. Keselowskiwill
againspearhead theteam’s Nationwide Series
campaign afterfinishing third overalllastyear.

WALLACEENTERS 500

Veteran Mike Wallace will attemptto make
thefieldforthe Daytona 500 afterjoining The Racer’s
Groupforthe NASCAR Sprint Cup season-opener.
Wallace, who hasthree Daytonawinsfrom NASCAR’s
lower tierraces at the oval, will drive a Chevrolet.

DTMTESTS CONFIRMED

DTM organisers have confirmed that
thisyear’stwo official pre-season tests will
take placeatDijonand Hockenheim.The French
trackwillhostathree-dayteston April 14-16,
with Hockenheim taking over on April 27-30.

DTM cars will take
to Dijon pre-season
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FORDREADY FOR
RALLY IRELAND

Ford drivers Mikko Hirvonen and
Jari-Matti Latvalatestedthe Focus
RSWRC 08in Monaghan lastweek.
After scoring his first WRC podium
onRallylrelandin 2007, Latvala’s
committed approach looks set

to continue into thisweek’s rally...

MOSLEY: WRC NE
2-STYLE FORMULA

FIA presidentwants low-budget, one-make rallying a reality as early as next year

FIAPRESIDENT Max Mosleywantstoseea
rallying equivalent of the new single-make
Formula 2 race series integratedinto the

World Rally Championship as soon as possible.

In an exclusive interview with Autosport, Mosley
admitted he liked the idea of a WRC one-make series
sketched out recently by Pirelli’'s motorsport director
PaulHembery.

LOW-COST FORMULA POSSIBLE FOR 2010
While formal plans for the series have yet to be discussed,
Mosley still feelsit would be possible toimplement itin
time for nextyear.

“We only started talking about Formula 2 inthe
Spring,” said Mosley. “We shouldn't exclude 2010. This
isan excellentidea and one I've put forward on previous
occasions. Ifitworks in racing, 'm very confidentit will

“workin rallying. Ifwe can find any way of offering people

the opportunity to take partat the top level forless
money than they currently spend, we should doiit.
“And, the awful truth is, unless you have not only
asingle-make car, but combine that with central
maintenance, the costswill just go through the roof.”
Cutting costs remains high on Mosley’s agenda.

18 autosport.com January 29 2009

He stated thata Super 2000-only WRC formula is still
possible and that he wants to investigate the potential
forrunning one set of tyresforawhole rally.

WINTER CALENDAR HERE FOR GOOD
Mosley also talked atlength about the way the WRC
calendarwould workin the future, confirming that
bi-annual event rotation remains —with no exceptions—
as do plans for the winter calendar, starting from 2010.

“| like the idea [of the winter calendar],” he said. “Rallies
are more interestingifthe conditions are more difficult
and more real. It's good to see genuine snow rallies;
gravel rallies are betterin the rainand asphalt [rallies]
are 100 per cent better. Awinter calendarwould also
fit better among racing and other sports.”

He added that he hadn't beenimpressed with what
he'd seen on lastyear’s Rally GB, with stages being
cancelled and shortened due to the icy conditions,

“For me, that’s pure nonsense,” he said. "Rallying
isallabout driving onicy roads.”

| | Thisyea'rine havetwo
WRCmanufacturers.Don’t

youneedfourforaworld

. championship?

Yes. We'll haveto askthe
World Council for awaiver.
Wewouldn’tnormally, butwe

‘haveto take info accountthe

currentsituation. The whole

carindustryisindire straits.

2 B What'sthelatestonthe

dealforISCtobecomethe -
WRC’s global promoter?

_ Thedealisagreed, orasnear

asagreed. They've been .
appointed and they’re going
throughthe contract. I5C’s
existing contract runs outin
2010and the new contract

will take effectimmediately,

M There’sbeentalkof

- WRC commission president

Morrie Chandlerbeing
replaced. Isthistrue?
Nobodyhasspokentome
about Morrie being replaced.
He’sarallymanthroughand
throughandhe doesan
excellentjob. :




ilic;s Monte Carlo
opener wasabighit ;-

| MIONTE CARLO MAY

STAY ON IRC BILL

THEMONTE Carlo
o Rally may not return
tothe World Rally

Championship asexpected
nextseason, withthe
organisers preferring to
remainwiththe IRC.

The Monaco-based event
ranto highacclaimasthe
IRCopenerlastweekand
aspokesman fromthe
Automobile Clubde Monaco
saidaWRCreturnin2010
wasonlyapossibility.

“Wehavetodecide by
Aprilwhetherwewanttorun

inWRCorIRC,” hesaid. “We
justdon’tknow. Thishas
beenafantasticrallyforus
thisyear. Normally, we go
backinthe WRC, but next
year,we don’tknow. InWRC
weareinand outeveryyear,
buthere [IRC] we can stay
forever. Andwe can organise
the rally the way we want.
“We have freedominiRC

and we have great television.

Youseeabig meansfrom

Eurosportandfantastic

televisionasaresult.”
Eurosport Events

managing director Geraldine
Filioladmitted she wantedto
seealong-termagreement
betweenthe IRCand ACM.
“Thatwould be fantastic,”
said Filiol. “The Monte Carlo
isalegendaryeventthatwe
would love to have on our
calendar.Wewill talkabout
apossibleagreement, but
right nowwe’re going to
enjoy the success of thisfirst
time forthe partnership.”

‘ICEMAN’ RAII(KONEN ENJOYS SUB-ZERO ARCTIC RALLY DEBUT

Ferrari Formula 1 driver Kimi Raikkonen finished 13th in a Abarth Grande Punto on last weekend’s Arctic Rally. The 2007 world
champion tested for 30 miles before the event with his car set-up by WRC Tommi Makinen. Raikkonen said: “It was great fun”

CITROEN GREEN
LIGHTFORS2000

CITROEN TEAM principal
Olivier Quesnel has
confirmed thatwork on the
manufacturer'sSuper2000
carwill start soon, afterthe
budgetforitsdevelopment
was signed offthis month.
While Quesnel continues
todenyadecision hasbeen
made aboutwhich carwill be
used, he confirmed it will not
bethe C4.Itisexpectedtobe
the C3.Healso denied this
developmenttiedthe French

firmtoaWRCprogramme
beyond thisseason.

“Yes, lhavethe budget
todothe newSuper2000
carnow,” hesaid. “Butifwe
don’tsell [road] carsthen
westopinWRC[atthe end
oftheyear]. Atthe moment,
it’sthissimple, of courseit
is. Wewantto carryonand
wewillstartworkingonthe
new carvery soonnow | have
the money, buttherearestill
detailstobe sorted out.”

- NEWS

autosport.com
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second hefore crashing

MEEKENOT WORRIED

Kris Meeke insists hisaccident onthe Monte
Carlo Rallywill notaffect his chances of lifting the IRC
crown.He aimsto bounce backwith awinin Brazilin
March: “We countseven of ninerallies. This doesn't
affect 2009, butitwasthe firsttime I've been scared
inarallycar.” Meekewill drive Ogier's Monte-winning
207 in Brazil, as Kronos does not have time tofix his.

TVBOOST FORSCOTLAND
Eurosporthas confirmed it will repeat
its major Monte Carlo Rally live television
commitment on the final round in Scotlandin
November. The Safari Rally, however, looks like
itwillbe scratched fromthe 2009 IRCschedule.

SARRAZIN WANTS MORE

Stephane Sarrazinis hoping to contestfurther
rounds ofthe RCthis season for Team Peugeot Total,
Afterfinishing third in Monte Carlo lastweek, he said:
“lwanttodomore.have done a lot of testing with
them. Maybe | can do some asphalt rounds.”

JONES SCRATCHES ENTRY

Gareth Jones has scratched his entry
fromthisweek’s Rally Ireland. It’s nowfeared
thatfewerthan 40 carswill start the opening
round of the WRCin Sligo thisweek.

MITSUBISHIQUITS BRC

Mitsubishi haswithdrawn its factory team
fromthisyear's British Rally Championship. Guy Wilks
usedthefirm’s Lancertowin the last two BRC titles.
Mitsubishi saysitaimstoreturntothe BRCin 2010.

STARS TODRIVEESCORTS

FordWorld Rally Team principal Malcolm
Wilson and hisnumber one driver Mikko
Hirvonen are likely to contest rounds of this
year’s British Historic Championshipinabrace
of Ford Escort Mklls. Wilson won last year'sRAC
Rally in hisown Escort, butHirvonen’s caris
stillbeing built by Ford expert Mark Solloway.

T

ARMA ]Apr,

. Hirvenen's Escort M1
is currently being built
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Ian_es il_t '07 for Citroen

RCRUNNERS ANDRIDER

WRC 2009 begins onthe Irish asphalt andit'satricky one to call, says DAVIDEVANS

world’s best rally drivers.

Frenchman Sebastien Loeb will be first off the line
inthe year'sfirst WRC stage—ashehasbeenevery

year since 2005 —but theworld
championwellremembers his first
triptothisall-asphalt eventand he
doesn’'t expect anything different
thistime around.

“The conditionswere...rather
delicate,” he said. “But everything
wentwell forusthenand my
objective hasn'tchanged now.”

While Loebwants another Rally
Ireland winthis week, he’swary of
the fact that the competition will
be eventougher, despite the
withdrawals of Subaru and Suzuki.
\n additionto the factory Fordsand
his fellow factory Citroen driver
DaniSordo, Loebalso has hiseyes
firmly fixed on a new C4 driver,
Subarurefugee Chris Atkinson.

“He canbe quick,” said Loeb.

ITSJANUARY andit's the west coast of
Ireland. Fancy calling the weather? Thought
not. Ifanybody out there believed the World
Rally Championshipwasin foraneasyride
after Sligo replaced Monte Carlo as the season opener,
think again. The lanes around the border towns of Ireland
might not have the fresh-air falls of the French Alps, but
there are plenty of otherhazards ready to catch out the

“He doesn'tknowthe caraswell as the Subaru, but we
saw lastyearthat he could be fast. We have to watch him,
andthe others.”

Afterjust one day of testing in the car, Atkinson admits
he’s going to use tomorrow’s opening leg as an extended
testin his C4 WRC, before pushing harder on Saturday.

“I'lIbe taking a cautious approach totry tolearn more
about everything onday one,” said the Australian.
“lwouldn't expect me to start onthe pace. It'll be hard to
match [Dani] Sordo or Seb [Loeb] on asphalt. That said, I'm
adriverwho should be able to drive fast. If [ turn up and
the car feels good, | should be fast. This
isnot me being over-confident, it'sjust
anassessment of my situation after four
years.| candrive the Citroenat 95 per
centandthat’senough for decent stage
times—it'sthelast five percentiwant.”

After histestin France, Atkinson said
he immediately felt comfortable with the
C4 asitneared the limit. He added: “The
carisnice to drive and the more you push
it, the more you getfromit. [fyoudon't
push, youdon’tget the reward. This all
comesdown tothelastfew percent.|
found afeeling [at the test] where | could
pushmore anditreally responded. The
carworks betterthe more you pushit.

“|don’t know what the stage times will
belike, aslwasn'tatthetesttosetatime,

. - : butitrespondswellto committed driving
. BN ... andthat’swhat|liketodo.Whatmatters

for me nowisleg two of thisrally. That's where we're
going to start to make things happen.”
Apodium spot onlast year's season openerin Monte
Carlo demonstrates that Atkinson has the ability to run
wellin mixed conditions and now he’s got the same
machinery as Loeb, we'll see just how quick he really is.

. RALLY IRELAND ENTRY LIST
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SebastienLoeb/Daniel Elena
DaniSordo/MarcMarti

Mikko Hirvonen/Jarmo Lehtinen
Jari-MattiLatvala/MiikaAntilla
UrmoAava/KuldarSikk
HenningSolberg/CatoMenkerud
ChrisAtkinson/Stephane Prevot
ConradRautenbach/DanielBarritt
KhalidAl Qassimi/Michael Orr
SebastienOgier/Julieningrassia
MatthewWilson/ScottMartin
EamonnBoland/Damien Morrissey
GarethMacHale/Brian Murphy
TimMcNulty/Eugene0’Donnell
AaronMacHale/Killian Duffy
AustinMacHale/TBA
RayBreen/Martin Brady
MichaelBarrable/Dermot0’Gorman
StephenMurphy/Michael Morrissey
AaronBurkart/Michael Kolback

Citroen C4WRC ;
Citroen CAWRC
FordFocusRSWRCO8
FordFocusRSWRCOS
FordFocusRSWRC08 :
FordFocusRSWRCOS
Citroen C4WRC
Citroen C4WRC
FordFocusRSWRCOS
Citroen C4WRC :

Ford FocusRSWRCO8
SubarulmprezaWRC
FordFocusRSWRCO8
SubarulmprezaWRC
Ford FocusRSWRC :
FordFocusRSWRC :
FordFocus RSWRC :
Ford FocusRSWRC
SubaruImprezaWRC
SuzukiSwifts1600 |
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PAYING OVER |

Motorsport Insurance Services would like to give you
the opportunity in securing a place in our free draw
to win up to £10,000.

Our rates have been finalised with Insurers for 2009
and we "Guarantee to beat any reasonable quotation
offered by our competitors.”

How this all works - The first 40 clients to take out
an Annual On Track / On Event policy with Insurers
in 2009 will be entered into our free draw. The first
40 policyholders will be allocated a random number
from 1 to 40. This represents the number of the
horse running for them in the "Grand National at
Aintree on 4th April 2009." The winner will receive
a full refund of their premium up to a maximum of
£10,000.

Terms and Conditions apply - visit our website.

Simply provide details of the events you will be participating

in to receive a competitive quote for the 2009 season and
take out an annual policy to enter.

GET A QUOTE NOW!

.r__M°T°R,SP°“'_’ . www racemsurance .CO. uk TeQI'"' +44 (0]1943 884555
NW. I Iymsurance co. uk _Fax +44 (0)1943 877400

 Authorsed and regulated by the Financial Ser
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’ Toyota. where does diffuser
end, and crash structure begin?

MPH

Autosport
ﬁrandorix editor

Fl'ssharpest
brainshavebeen
engagedincreative
interpretationofthe
newrulebook. Long
maythat continue

ind spots

and loopholes

NOWMOST of the new cars have broken
cover,sotheargumentsbegin. Aseach team
has had the chance of looking at howits rivals
haveinterpreted the 2009 aero rules, so they
discoverloopholes that they themselves
either a) overlooked or b) considered, but
ruled outasillegal. So heated discussions are
breaking outon allmanner of interpretations,
and FlA technical delegate Charlie Whiting
is likely to be particularly harassed.
Thishasn'thappenedinrecentyears
because the regulations were sowell defined,
with allthe wrinklesironed out. The new ones
are by definition alittle more fuzzy, and the
teamsare challenging the new boundaries
intheirattemptsto steal slivers of lap time.
Ferrari'svertical turning vane ahead of the
sidepods has already raised eyebrows, but
there was neverany question of its legality.
Expect to see similarcomponentsonthe
othersbefore long. Butthat's not the end of it.
Everywhere youlook, there are components
subjecttonew discussion and disagreement.

EXHAUSTS ANDHOTAIR

“Ferrari's exhausts areillegal,” said a Toyota
team member at the Algarve circuit last
week, a view that had members of other

“Likelabrats theyclimb
ontothelrspeed wheels”

teamsnoddingvigorously in agreement.
Ferrari, like almost everyone else, has
lengthenedits exhauststo give aflowthat
helps scavenge the spent gases from the
engine more effectively now that they're
limitedto 18,000 instead of 19,000rpm. But,
unlike everyone else’s, Ferrari's are outinthe
open and not shrouded by bodywork bulges.
When the technical working group,
comprising key team personnel, considered
the matterlastyear, therewasaconcernthat
teamswouldtry to shape their exhaust exits
into complex, aerodynamically-friendly
shapes—something thatwould openalot of
expensive research. So they stoppedthatin
itstracks by insisting the exhausts had to be
of auniform shape, with a specified radius.
Alater addition to thiswas that the
exhaust exits were not exempt from the
new bodywork regulations that prohibit any
openingsonthe uppersurfaces—arulethat
was introduced to banish bodywork slats that
formedan exit for hot radiator air, but which
increased the turbulence ofthe carswake,
makingittrickierto overtake. The Ferrari’s
exhausts, asshown atthe F60’slaunch,
clearly contravene that requirement. Thisis
nota problem solong as Ferrariis merely
testingthe car, butitcanbe
taken asread that it will not
be allowed toracein this
format. Putting a bodywork
bulge overthe exhausts so

that there isno opening onthe upper
surface, only at the rear, will almost certainly
adversely affect the airflow to the rear wing,
and haveimplications on the shaping of the
car'ssidepod. If Ferrari has not planned for
this, it could be areal pain, necessitating a
lotof extrawork when it can least afford it.

WHO'LL DEFUSE THE DIFFUSER CLASH?
Butit'snotonly Ferrari. “Look at Toyota's
diffuser,” said anotherteam member. “That
isclearly notone continuousline, like it’s
supposedto be. They've used the underside
ofthe crash structure to give aseparate
upsweep. That's surely not legal.” This seems
to hinge uponaninterpretation of the
wording about the rear crash-structure
component. Williamsisanotherteam to have
taken advantage of this wording, and both
teamsare confident they have come up with
afully legal solution. Meanwhile, Ferrari,
McLaren, BMWand Renaultare left asking
whatthe ultimate interpretation is going to
be,and whether theywill have toredo the
whole rearend aero of their cars.

Remember, also, that the Red Bull/Toro
Rosso—sure to have been subject to Adrian
Newey'simagination and competitive desire
—hasnotbeenshownyet.Justwhat concepts
and trickinterpretations might that design
have; whatarguments might it trigger?

Thisisall partofacycle. Every nowandthen
the technical people convene and agree to
new restraints upon theiringenuity, butit
never does limit theiringenuity; how could it?
Allitdoesisredirectitto ever-smallerareas.

So, like labrats, they climb onto their speed
wheelsandwork even harder to find a fraction
ofatenth. Splitters onthe underside to make
up forthe loss of bargeboards; finding a blind
spotinthe dimensional regs; and—what do
youknow?—atrick newverticalvane? Thisis
classic F1—and exactly howit should be., &=
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DON'T MISS

The latest action
on our broadband
TV channel

WORLD RALLY
CHAMPIONSHIP
Rd1/12

Rally Ireland

Sligo, Ireland

January 30-February 1
WWW.WIC.com

© WRC - IRELAND
Sunday 1800-1900
Dave

The winter is over (in terms of
motorsport anyway) and, hot
on the heels of last weekend’s
IRC openerin Monte Carlo, the
World Rally Championship
begins on Dave with the
asphalt stages of Ireland.
Sebastien Loeb is the hot
favourite, whife a strong local
contingent led by the MacHale
family and Eamonn Boland will
be out for points too. Dave has
a full review show on Sunday,
while Eurosport is the place for
the preview on Wednesday and
Thursday at 2200.

ANDROS TROPHY
Rd7/7
Clermont/Superbesse, France
January 31
www.tropheeandros.com

& ANDROS
TROPHY -
SUPERBESSE
Wednesday 1730-1830
Motors TV

Well, winter's not quite over

in the French Alps, where the
world’s premier ice-racing
series draws to a close. Four-
time F1 World Champion Alain
Prost is the big draw, and fellow
ex-grand prix drivers Olivier Panis
and Franck Lagorce know how
to work the crowds too. But all
three are being left behind by
GT racer Jean-Philippe Dayraut
and his Skoda Fabia, who
needs just a consistent run

to land his first title,

'‘motorsport.net
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ON TRACK, ON SCREE!

TERRESTRIAL/DIGITAL

FRI JAN 30

0720-0735 Roary the Racing Car (Five) -

SAT JAN 31
0900-1000, 1400-1500 World Rally

' prewew (Dave)

SUN FEB 1

0800-0900 World Rally preview (Dave)
1800-1900 World Rally: Ireland 2009
(Dave)

MON FEB 2
0420-0510 Rolex Grand-Am (Five)
0730-0745 Roary the Racing Car (Five)

- 1900-2000 World Rally: Irefand 2009

{Dave)

TUE FEB 3

0150-0240 A1 Grand Prix (Five)
0330-0355 Race and Rally UK (Five)

0355-0420 Motorsport Mundial (Five)

0730-0745 Roary the Racing Car (Five)

WED F EB 4
_0?30~ﬂ?45 Raafy the Racmg Car (Fwe) .

-MOTORS TV

¢ 0420-0605 Wembley 24- Heur
1;_5 Endurance Karting
1100-1200 Aussie Racing Car
1200-1400, 1800-2000 ARCA

0420-0700, 1500-1800 Asian Festival

. ofSpeed

1400-1500 British Rallycross Open
1800-2000 Wembley 24 Hour Endurance
Karting

2200-2300 Trophee Andros

0610-0700 Aussie Racing Cars
1100-1400 Asian Festival of Speed
1400-1530 Roger Albert Clark Rally
2100-2300 ARCA

2300-0000 British Rallycross Open

0030-0200, 0355-0515 Roger Albert
Clark Rally

. 0515-0700 ARCA

. 1800-1900 British Rellycross Open

0230-0515 Asian Festival of Speed
1600-1800 ARCA
¢ 1800-2100 Asian Festival of Speed

- 1000-1100 British Rallycross Open
1400-1500 V8 Lites

1500-1600 Aussie Racing Cars

2100-0000 Asian Festival of Speed

0000-0100 V8 Lites

- 0100-0200 Aussie Racing Cars

- 0230-0415 ARCA

- 0510-0630, 1030-1200 Roger Albert

- Clark Rally -
1200-1500 Asian Festival of Speed
1730-1830 Trophee Ar;cfms :

o 2100-2200 VBlits
- '22%—2_39{)_ Aussw Raung Cars

SKY SPORTS

0245-0300 Licence to Le Mans (553)

£ 1000-1030 Licence to Le Mans (s51).

- 1800-1830 UAE Motor Racing (552)

1830-1900, 2330-0000 Licence to
Le Mans (552)

0600-0700, 1430-1530 NASCAR Now
(NASN)

2200-2300 World Rally

Championship (E)

- 1830-1900 Licence to Le Mans (553)
- 2100-2130 Licence to Le Mans (S50

. 8
. 'Re\new (SET)

:12200-2230 World Ra

: (SET2)

- 0800-0900 Warld Ral Jy(ihamp shtp
1730—1 830 Wurld Ra Iy{fhamp[enshxp

CHANNELKEY: M E EUROSPORT GB M E2 EUROSPORT 28 NASNNORTH AMERICAN SPORTS NETWOR
B SS1SKY SPORTS 1M $52SKY SPORTS 2 B SS3 SKY SPORTS 38 SSX SKY SPORTS EXTRA
B M&MMEN & MOTORS B DAVE DAVE B SET1SETANTA SPORTS 1B SET2 SETANTA SPO RTS2

OTHER SATELLITE

(SET. 2)

1500-1600 World Se
Barcelona (SET2)

Championship (B}

 0730-0800, 1000-1030 WorigRe

Championship (8~
1400-1500 Supedeague Formula:
Vallelunga (SHZ)

0000-0030, 6730-0800, 2300-2:
World Rally Championship (E)
1230-1300 GP Racing on Track (SE
1400-1500 Superleague Formula J
(SET2)

1730-1800 GP Racing on Track (SE

0000-0030, 0730-0800, 2215-2

:World Rally Championship (E)
-1000-1030 GP Racing on Track (SE

1030-1100 GP Racing on Track (SE
1030-1125 Superieague Formul; J

0000-0030, 0730-0800 World Ra
Championship (E)
0600-0630 GP Racing on Track (SE

0000-0030, asoa-ussu; ’
(NASN).
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Send your letters — mcludlng your full name and address — to The Editor, Autosport, Teddington
Studios, Broom Road, Teddington, Middlesex TW11 9BE or email: autosport letters(@haynet.com.
We reserve the right to edit letters for length where required,

LETTER OF
THE WEEK

YORKSHIRE BITTER

Unless you live in close proximity to a racing circuit, it is hard to
understand the problems that noise can bring to an everyday
existence for a non-motorsport fan,

I live in Little Budworth, a stone’s throw from QOulton Park, and

can vouch that on
“| have the utmost certain days, when the
- wind comes from the
Sym pathy for CrOft In south-west and the bikes
its current phght" are racing, the noise can
be irritating.

However, the circuit has been promoting races since 1953,
and so new arrivals will have been aware of what they were
buying into when they moved in.

I have no sympathy for the ‘noise-pollution’ lobbyists and
freedom-killing do-gooders, especially as Dr Jonathan Palmer
ensures that there is always a good entente between MSV,
which owns Oulton Park, and the local council.

I have the utmost sympathy for Croft in its current plight.

It would be interesting to know if the ‘three pairs of ears’ moved
to Croft-on-Tees after 1964. If they did, all | can say to them is
either shut up, put up or sell up!

Dr Mike Rushton

Little Budworth
See National News (p83) and Humble Pye (p85) for the Court of
Appeal verdict on Croft, and who own the 'three pairs of ears’,
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ARISE SIR RON OF WOKING!
So Ron Dennis has decided to
hand over the reins to his
number two Martin Whitmarsh
then. All of us true motor racing
fans should wish Ron all the best
of luck for the future and think
ourselves lucky to have had
such a man not only guiding
McLaren to the forefront of F1,
but the sport in general.

It is not about time that he is
made ‘Sir Ron? After all, Ron is
our very own English version of
Enzo Ferrari.

Jeremy Thornton-Smith

Littlehampton

IRCSTRONGER

DON'T PENALISE DRIVERS
Can somebody explain why F1
drivers are charged for the
number of points they score,
with the sum going towards
their superlicence fee?

| can understand a flat fee for
the licence, and admittedly this
is a sore subject at the moment
with the cost being increased,
but why penalise success?

Under the current climate
this may seem a little odd and
goes against the FIA's stance on
trying to spice up the fight for
first on the circuit. You can
imagine the interview
with a driver being
berated for not

THANEVER i b trying to win:
o |canunderstand '\ iy g
series to n']rcy d flat fee for d | pass when
huge list o . you had the
motorsport Superhcence, but Why | faster car
loves: x - and ample
i penalise successful Jf ooioee
lam " i F to get past?”
obsessed with dnvers' F “Well, if I'd
all forms of P passed him
motorsport, but have — il it would have
never fully immersed cost me €4200.”

myself in rallying, especially
during the last few years.
But, having watched the
odd highlight, | thought |
would give this year's Monte
Carlo Rally a full viewing. So
| watched the IRC boys tackle
the Col de Turini after seeing
the whole event unfold, And |
can safely say | am already a fan.
The cars look brilliant, they
sound great, the drivers are
supremely talented and the
calendar looks fantastic too.
So, if a complete non-rally
fan like myself can be converted
by such an event, it surely
says a huge amount. Well
done IRC — and take note the
World Rally Championship.
Tim Corbin
Weymouth

SPECIAL UK & ETRE

This seems to be another
ploy to extrapolate money from
the teams and drivers under the
cloak of a success or wealth tax.

Martin Roberts

Warrington

IRISH MISS DOUBLE MEASURE
Well done A1 Team Ireland — a
fantastic performance yet again
in New Zealand! Adam Carroll
drove brilliantly: a double pole
position and then another great
win. It would surely have been
the double there too if it were
not for the unfortunate problem
while leaving the pits.

| can only hope the F1 season
gives us the same sort of exciting
racing we enjoy from A1GP.

Kim Wilson

Gravesend

= autosport.com

FROM THE
FORUM

Piquet: Renault’s
number two driver

=~ molive

Pat Symonds said last week that Piquet
will have to support Alonso whenever
possible. Kudos to them for saying it
loud and clear. As if McLaren would
ever be so honest, despite clearly
favouring Lewis all the way.

2 Nonesuch
Nothing sinister. Just saying that in this
day and age it makes sense to favour
one driver over another, especially if
one’s a double world champion and
one’s only in his second year.

2 Tinkerhell

That old ‘equal number one’ thing
didn’t work for Ferrari last year.
Symonds is right.

If not Max than who

for the FIA presidency?
> mursuka80

Ari Vatanen. Great driver in his day and
a man you just have to respect. He also
has experience of the EU parliament,
so palitically sawy too.

2 Mark Bennett

| second that, If Max really does go then
Ariwould be excellent. You wouldn’t get
any scandals from him.

2 Altreiu
Daman Hill or Jackie Stewart,

2 Buttoneer

Ron Dennis says it shouldn’t be an
ex-principal, so following that logic it
has to be Schumi.

2 primer
Nick Fry. It can’t be any worse than
the current regime.
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POLITICS, remarked Otto von
Bismarck, is the art of the
possible. Which is why | leave
my rose-tinted spectacles at
home when | travel to the

Daytona 24 Hours each January.

I'd love to see Le Mans-style
prototypes high up on the

CORRECTIONS AND
CLARIFICATIONS

famous Florida banking, taking
part in some kind of World
Sportscar Championship, but
it would be unlikely to happen
even if a latter-day ‘lron
Chancellor’ were to set his
mind to unifying American
sportscar racing.

My dream is just not possible,
not any time in the near, or
perhaps even distant, future. It's
not that the American Le Mans
Series and Grand-Am are
irreconcilable enemies, witness
ALMS boss Scott Atherton
wandering around the paddock
at Daytona at the weekend.
Rather, they happily co-exist.
The civil war in US endurance
racing is just that: civil.

That's because the two
series are coming from entirely
different directions. To put it

Bamber's view

another way, in promoter-
speak, their business models
are diametrically opposed. The
ALMS is about manufacturers
and high technology, Grand-Am
about teams going about the
business of racing in a cost-
effective way, which means

low technology.

The Daytona Prototype is
the result of Grand-Am’s
philosophy. It's easy to criticise
the things on any number of
fronts. DPs are ugly, they are
slow and they are built around
technology that went out with
the ark, but does that matter?

I would argue not, but then
I've just had the good fortune
to witness four DPs racing
hard right through the final 60
minutes of a 24-hour race that
everyone still wants to win.

Yes, I'd rather watch the
brand new Acura ARX-02a in full
flight than a Riley-Ford MkXX
driven to its limit. But, on the
other hand, I'd much rather
witness a quartet of Daytona
Prototypes trading places, and
a bit of paintwork besides, than
a pair of LMP1s from the same
manufacturer squabbling
among themselves to win
an ALMS race.

| do sometimes think
wistfully about the days when
| would travel to Daytona and
see at least a smattering of the
cars that would be racing at

OMMENT

Le Mans. But it was only a
smattering and, even if there
were a few thrilling climaxes
along the way, | never
witnessed anything that
could hold a candle to
Sunday’s grandstand finish.
Racing as close as that can’t
be guaranteed every year but,
so long as the Daytona 24
Hours continues to attract
teams of the calibre of Ganassi
and Penske, and top-line drivers
from all areas of our sport, then
I'll be there. No matter who
is running the race, or the
shape or size of the cars.

“Grand-Am and the ALMS happily
co-exist because the series” business
models are diametrically opposed”
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€ gets nervous at press
conferences. The answers
tend to be shortish, lacking
in colour and thus
conviction, and there is
little movement, expression
or gesture in his face. You
find yourself trying hard
to believe what Kimi Raikkonen is telling
you, but the questions and the doubts keep
coming. Behind those steely blue eyes, does
he really care? Does it matter to him? Is he
hungry for success or is the inscrutable
Finn just going through the motions?

There is no one else on the Formula 1
grid who so endlessly provokes such
questions and debate. People wonder about
Jenson Button’s motivation after years of
underachieving and overearning, but the
level of scepticism about Button or anyone
else is nothing to compare with Raikkonen.
You simply don't doubt the hunger of men
like Lewis Hamilton, Felipe Massa, Robert
Kubica, Fernando Alonso or Sebastian
Vettel. Questions of ability maybe, but
not of application or motivation.

At the recent Ferrari ‘love-in’ with the
media at the Italian ski resort of Madonna
di Campiglio, Raikkonen was required to
attend a press conference - something he
hates - and it was noticeable that he spent
much of the time trying to explain what
went wrong last season and diffusing the
obvious scepticism among journalists from
all over the Formula 1 world about his
motives for 2009. This was Raikkonen at
10.15am, sounding like he may not have
had time for breakfast,
snuggled up against an
impending bout of

Frustrating run of non-
finishes blighted 2008

tonsilitis in a bright-red Ferrari jumper,
and well and truly on the defensive.

He was asked, for example, whether
winning the world championship in 2007
had taken the edge off him. “No it doesn’t
change my motivation,” he says in his
characteristic monotone. “If [ was not
enjoying it, I definitely wouldn’t be here
today. Last year wasn't the year that [ wanted
but it’s nothing to do with motivation. I just
couldn’t get things the way I wanted them
and that’s the end of the story.

“HE IS LIKE A CENTRE-
FORWARD WHO HAS
TO SCORE A GOAL, AND
NOW HE NEEDS ONE"

“But I definitely want to push,” he adds
without emphasis. “And I want to win races
as badly as before. It didn’t happen last year
and hopefully this year we can change it.”

Put simply, there are many whose job it
is to ‘watch’ the paddock who believe the
Iceman is finished as a fighting force in
a sport he once threatened to take by
storm. It's a complex case to make
because, on one level, Raikkonen has
done almost everything that has been
asked of him in recent seasons.

He came to Ferrari after
five vears
in the
strait-jacket

at McLaren-Mercedes, a team that most
definitely did not suit his laid-back style,
and he delivered. Disproving the naysayers
who predicted he would not be able to
settle down in the warm embrace of the
Scuderia, and could not possibly fill the
void left by Michael Schumacher, he went
and won the world championship, albeit
by the skin of his teeth.

Raikkonen’s first few races of 2008 were
strong, before he encountered bad luck at
key moments. And it emerged that the
F2008 did not suit his driving technique,
specifically its tendency to understeer,
something that helped Massa but not
the then reigning world champion.

Result: Raikkonen, perfectly
understandably, slipped out of contention
and found himself playing tail-gunner to
his Brazilian team-mate, a state of affairs
few predicted would ever come to pass
when the duo paired up two years ago.

This season Raikkonen will bounce back.
That’s what he says. That’s what Ferrari
president Luca di Montezemolo says,
and that’s what team principal Stefano

. Domenicali says. Di Montezemolo

appears to have no doubts on this score.
“Kimi is like a centre-forward who
has to score a goal, so he needs to
score one goal and start again,” he
says. “We have spoken recently and

I think he’s very, very determined. ..
He will be back for sure.”

Domenicali talks of a new beginning
for the Iceman. “Kimi is one who can’t
wait to go back in the car. He wants
to put last year behind him. Kimi is
Kimi - his desire, his will, is to get
back and I am sure, from the
start of the season, he is going
to show his qualities,” he says.

But there are plenty out a4




(& there who do not buy this, and wonder
why Ferrari is prepared to indulge a driver
who is believed to be costing anywhere from
£25-30 million per year and at the same time
makes very little effort to be a part of the
team. The view of the doubters is that
Raikkonen has displayed the classic signs

of a sportsman who has achieved his dream
and has lost his edge as a result.

Far from being a football striker who needs
to score, he is thought of as a footballer who
has lost half a yard of pace, and there is no way
back from there. Where Ferrari appears to have
accepted the argument about the shortcomings

of last year’s car, the doubters beg to differ.

“It’s all nonsense,” was how one veteran
paddock insider put it. “A good racing driver
will drive a bad car well - Ayrton Senna
drove a bad car fast. Kimi Raikkonen is
just looking for excuses.”

Another questioned why a man of such
sublime ability was not able to change his
driving style to adapt to the F2008’s needs,
in the way that his predecessor Schumacher
might have done. “Schumacher changed his
driving style very radically in his years at
Ferrari,” he said. “I can’t believe they could
not modify either the car or his driving, and
that’s why [ believe this is a psychological
rather than a technical problem.”

Raikkonen wearily addressed this point
during his press conference in

Some suggest Wimi's
drinking affects form

Backslap from Feffa.vi
chief di Montezemolo

Finn needs to reassert
_himself over Massa...

the Dolomites: “We wanted some things
slightly different in some areas last season,
but of course it’s difficult to make big changes
during the year. We tried many things and we
were talking about stuff that we would like to
try [for this year] and at least see how it is.”
Domenicali backed him up in remarks that
suggested, to some, that the new machine
for 2009, the F60, is likely to be more of a
‘Kimi car’ than one built around the needs
of Massa: “Kimi suffered an instability in
the front of the car in 2008 - he had high
sensitivity entering corners. We hope we
have solved this with the new car. We’ll
see how we've got on in the near future.”
The strangest part of the Raikkonen

“KIMILIVESON A
DIFFERENT PLANET.

THE PRESSURE HE FEELS
COMES FROM WITHIN"

conundrum is his determined isolation. It is
quite clear that the Finn is prepared to accept
being part of a team only up to a certain
point. You sense, watching him at races and
elsewhere, that he remains something of an
outsider within Ferrari, a team that revels,
perhaps more than any other, in its family ethic.
Unlike Schumacher, Raikkonen has made
no attempt to build the team around him and
has singularly failed to impose himself over
Massa in an era under Domenicali when
Ferrari is content to let its drivers fight on an
equal footing. What’s more, Raikkonen will do
things his way or not at all and Ferrari appears
to have taken this to heart, letting him lead
the life he wants to and requiring a relatively
light level of commitment from him in return.
Thus Domenicali is prepared openly to jest

. that the real Raikkonen is not of this earth:

“Kimi has always had, apart from the second
part of last season, a great capacity to isolate
himself from his surroundings and this has
always been his strength. He lives on a
different planet. The pressure he feels comes
from within. He never suffers from outside
pressure or from the media.”

Whether this accommodating, even
indulgent, approach is the right way for Ferrari
to go, or whether these characteristics are
strengths or weaknesses in Raikkonen’s make-
up as a grand prix driver, are moot points. For
example, the Finn is a keen drinker and his
passion in this area — which many see as
incompatible with his ambitions to remain at
the pinnacle of modern sport — has not been
curtailed, merely hidden during his time at
Maranello. But would Ferrari not be better
off imposing a more disciplined routine on an
individual whose extracurricular activities are
unarguably damaging to his skills in a car?

Whereas Raikkonen remains outside the
Ferrari fold, his team-mate is the opposite.
Where the Iceman turns his back, Massa
embraces, and there can be little doubt that the
Brazilian’s success last year was, in part, due to
the way he galvanised the team around him.

Much was made during the last campaign
of the strength of the partnership between
Massa and his ‘Italianised’ race engineer,

Rob Smedley, who drove the Brazilian to new
heights and so nearly took him to the title. On
the other side of the garage, Raikkonen was
struggling. One interpretation - still current
among Italian journalists - was that the Finn
was not gelling well with his Australian race
engineer Chris Dyer after their success
together in 2007. Ferrari deny there was any
problem, as does Raikkonen, but some believe
the partnership was unable to produce the
best out of Raikkonen technically, even if the
pair got on perfectly well on a personal level.

So this season Raikkonen will work with a
new race engineer in Andrea Stella, previously
the Finn’s performance engineer, while Dyer
moves up to a new role overseeing the entire
engineering department. It’s hard to tell
whether this change will make much of an
impact, especially with Raikkonen and Ferrari
both determined to play it down, but it seems
more than a coincidence that Raikkonen’s
side of the garage has been reworked while
Massa’s has been left untouched.

Here is Raikkonen’s view: “I have been
working with Andrea for two years, like with
Chris. It’s nothing strange. People want to
have some new challenges and we had a




good time with Chris. Of course we won in
the first year and didn’t win last year. But it’s
nothing to do with that, or that we could not
work together, as some people have said.
“We have a very good relationship
and people want to try something
different. [ know Andrea well.
We did the [post-"08 season] test
together and seemed to be okay, so
I'm expecting to have a good year.”
The word is that the 2007 world
champion has been training hard
during this winter in his native
Finland; he has lost some weight,
even if that is not particularly visible,
and is ready to reclaim his place at
the top of the motor racing world.
Along the way he will have to beat
potent challengers in Massa, Hamilton and
maybe Kubica, and he will have to show

.Ralaxing; at Feri;ari
Madonna Ylove-in’

- o0 there'll be more

that he can keep Alonso away from Ferrari at
least until 2011, when the Finn may retire (he
has said that he expects Ferrari to be his last
team in the sport). If he makes it back to the
top of the pile this year, he will have done it
his own way and he will have confounded

a largely disbelieving press corps.

At Madonna, Raikkonen was asked if he
was prepared to promise to Ferrari fans that
a second world championship was in the
offing. “I always try to win and hopefully
we can win the championship this year,”
he responded. “We are going to try to do
the best we can and hopefully be up there
and back in the top podium positions.

“But I am not going to promise
anything or put my hand on my
heart because, mavbe,
it’s not going
to happen.” =

scenes like this in 2009

£

Nurburgring, 2005

KIMI: MR MOTIVATED

Spa, 2004
Stunningwinfrom10thongrid
after narrowescapewhen
Massaattackshimat Turn]

Wentforwindespitefailingtyre

thateventually causedhigh-
speed suspensionfailure

Bahrain, 2006

Started 22ndafter qualifying
suspensionfailure, but surged
throughtofinishonpodium

Suzuka, 2005
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leadfromRenault'sFisichella
withstunning passonfinallap
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McLAREN MERCEDES MP4-24

Another-long wheelbase car (longer than last year’s),
a development that seems counter-intuitive to the
g8 anticipated need to bring weight distribution forward
§ 0 suit the new tyres. But McLaren’s cutting-edge tyre-
modelling software should have given it a head start
and., if that is the route it has chosen, it can only be
a worry to those who've pursued a different path.

The car - which is gorgeous, definitely the best
aesthetically - takes up some the team’s traditional
aerodynamic themes such as a multi-planed front wing
with maximum plan area. But McLaren has adopted
a very different approach to its sidepod design, with
short-but-wide radiator inlets bulging from the top of
the undercut shape and a very different profile to every

BMW SAUBER F1.09

The BMW has been longer in gestation than every car
with the possible exception of the new Williams. It was
out testing the 2009 wing package before anyone
the F1.09 a head start on development.
car is long in wheelbase, but with a short,
- and a McLaren-like two-piece front-wing
iceably higher than those on the
McLaren and Williams, this possibly driven by the much
wider sidepods, which are probably the most unusual
part of the car. Only part of the side hod width is devoted
to radiator-inlet area: inboard of those openings are box
sections that are presumably devoted to KERS-related
components. It implies that the designers have opted to
make a wide-but-short fuel cell, something that would
be effective in bringing the weight distribution forward.
If true, that all suggests a highly integrated design, as
befitting its very long lead time. The KERS itself seems
to be progressing well too. Could that integration and
long development be the key to a world-beater?

KERS weight may give
edyge to Hittle iieidfe_h_l_

other team. Whereas other sidepods begin high
and drop down dramatically towards the back, the
McLaren’s stay high. It implies less downforce creation
from the pods themselves, but creates more room for
KERS batteries and may also give lower drag, enabling
downforce to be reclaimed with wing angle. Certainly,
the rear-wing-endplate treatment looks more
sophisticated than anyone else’s in minimising drag.
During wet testing in Portugal the team was using
its 2008 rear wing in order to give more stability -
obviously not an option it can take once the season has
started - and it begs the question of whether there is
an underlying rear-stability issue with the car.
Mercedes - along with BMW - seems to be heading
progress with KERS, all adding to the feeling ofa
very thoroughly prepared team.

970miles
616miles :

Robertl()ﬁblca
NickHeidfeld

FEATURE

- Hamilton makes mid-
lap tyre-temp check

CerR e s == ==
Lewis Hamilton 315 miles :
E PedrodelaRosa 236miles

Huhica holds record
for mileage in"09 car
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 Real World Radisson Resort & Spa | Portimao, Portugal
p (Nitrnationat - Autodromo Internacional do Algarve

160 luxury fully furnished apartments on the New FIA Approved F1 Raic-e Circuit in Po
' The Best Deal in 2009:

v New FIA Approved F1 Race Circuit
v Fully Furnished Track Apartments from €310,000
v €21,700 Annual Income for 3 Years
v 20 Year Radisson Hotel Rental Agreement
v Own with 10% Deposit/Finance Available
v Estimated 260% ROI over 5 Years
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Enlqineering the Driver

TRANSFORM YOUR
PERFORMANCE FOR 2009!

To be a champion you need to optimise your
performance in all of the areas that effect your on-track
results, these are just a few of the areas that we work
on with our drivers:

Driving in the peak performance zone

Performance monitoring and self analysis

Mind management and conditioning

Technique

Planning and preparation

Career management

If you are serious about winning in 2009 contact us
through the website below.

Log on for free access to your own Driver Develo 7
Andy’s Driving Analysis Test and also receive regular motivational quotes
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profile are extreme in the way their height  distribution, something that is expected to suit the
drops away to nothing towards the rear of  characteristics of the new slick tyres. But it can
the car. This will be extremely effective in ~ bring its own problems, and the suggestions from
generating downforce in its own right,by  testing in Portugal were of a traction shortfall.

RENAULT R29

It's no beauty, especially when : _
seen from head-on, but there’s a - ' : L

. ’ gy fan
lot about it that suggests the team : not 2 KERS 12

inducing pressure in all the right places In common with fellow Magneti Marelli customers
could have found a fruitful concept. : to speed up the airflow to the rear, and Ferrari and Toyota, Renault seems at quite an early
The long slab-like nose ends up is the opposite in concept to McLaren’s. stage with its KERS development, with Fernando
lower than anyone else’s, with a beautifully clean- That sidepod shape, along with the extended Alonso suggesting he’d maybe prefer not to run it all
looking flow area beneath it. A lower nose should floor splitter reaching forward from the cockpit, season if it’s not race-ready by the end of the tests.
bring the centre-of-gravity height down and make implies Renault has opted to site its KERS batteries Renault is very bullish about the numbers it has
for a better front-suspension geometry that should in a different place to most others. This — together seen in the windtunnel for the R29. If the tyres do
work the front tyres better. It has very narrow with a wheelbase that appears shorter than most - indeed respond best to a forward weight distribution,
sidepods, with severe undercuts, and which in suggests it can achieve a very forward-biased weight it may just turn out to be a spectacular performer.

- Test stats

FernandoAlonso 248miles
NelsonPiquet 122 miles

Piguet needs strong
- Renauit for his career

TOYOTA TF109

Similar in general layout to the BMW, with long
wheelbase (longer than the TF108’s) and short nose, the
TF109 is quite distinctive upon closer examination. It
has a more cockpit-forward stance than any other car,
suggesting the fuel tank has been moved up to get a
more-forward weight distribution, even within a longer
car - or that its KERS batteries are more up front for the
same reason. [t also has what appears to be by far the

st ive interpretation of the new diffuser rules.
Within the single-flap front wing, the endplate design
appears sophisticated, especially compared to the brutal
straight lines of those on the BMW. It implies an airflow
that will be quite low-drag and relatively immune from
downforce deterioration as the front wheels are steered.
Because of the lower power of the 2009 generation of
front wings, the proportional reduction in downforce in
conditions of steering and yaw will be greater than
before. As such, details such as this that give stability
and consistency should pay back spectacularly.

If the ride height can be kept within a small window,
the multi-element diffuser should be more powerful
than anyone else’s. But it still needs to be fed with good
airflow otherwise such power is wasted. Furthermore,
if it’s not practical to limit the ride height so tightly, it
could be prone to stalling. A lot therefore hangs on how
well windtunnel simulations translate to the track.

Toyota’s KERS is far from ready. The team’s
simulations suggest its weight, and weight-distribution
implications, cost more in lap time than its extra power
brings.-As such, the TF109 is a design less committed
to using the technology than, say, the BMW. It should
therefore achieve a much better weight distribution
without KERS than a design more integrated with the ;
technology. If KERS does not advance significantly Will non-KERS path
from where it is now, Toyota could be very well placed. benefit Trulli/Toyota? |

187 miles
KamuiKobayashi 154 miles
88 miles

,
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europe's leader in luxury
motorhome rental & sales

Stingray RV is dedicated
to supplying luxurious
American motorhomes
to a varied range of
clients for any event,
anywhere in Europe.

It doesn’t matter if you
need a motorhome for a
2 day race weekend at Silverst
a week at Le Mans or an entire seast
we have the right package for ye:zu.._

Revolutior
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2008 40’ Gulfstream Bounty Hunter As n

sleeps 7 in 5 beds, long range water & fuel |
5,000 miles, 12’ garage, Sony TVs & sol ﬁd
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Rosherg at work
in elegant Williams

WILLIAMS-TOYOTA FW3I1

This is a beautifully elegant design, from its long,
shapely nose to its neatly-waisted sidepods. Like the
BMW, it has been a very long time in gestation. Unlike
that car, it adopts a totally different philosophy of
KERS, with a flywheel-based system.

The benefits of such a KERS system would be
expected to become more apparent when - as is
planned for future seasons - the permitted storage and
power capacities are increased. But in the meantime
there should be no competitive disadvantages, though

CONCLUSIONS SO FAR

F1 TEAMS: TESTING MILES

-

FEATURE
| F1

TESTING 2009

Teststats

NicoRosberg 507 miles
Nico Hulkenberg 82miles
Kazuki Nakajima 3 miles

the team is currently as uncertain as anyone over
whether it will race its system from the start of the year.
The undercut of the sidepods and their extreme
downward sweep suggest great aero qualities, and the
distinctive diffuser design looks like it would be very
sympathetic to a wide variety of operating conditions. It
all points to an aero concept that has been honed over
a long period. With the enhanced importance of aero
consistency this year, that could be the FW31'’s greatest
asset. In its limited testing so far, it has also looked at
a better stage of development than cars from some
bigger teams. Is Williams about to resurrect itself?

Alert snapper gots
sole Nakajima lap

BMW SAUBER F1.09

Only one of the four days in the test at the Algarve
last week was dry, so it was especially frustrating for
McLaren and Toyota that they lost most of that day

1586 MILES =%

35.1

FERRARIF60

with respectively an engine problem and an oil-leak- WILLIAMS-TOYOTA FW31 988 MILES
related fire. The biggest beneficiary was Williams, 592 MILES 1 %.100n

underlining its preparation. Renault’s R29 was
running in basic format, without several of the
components that will be on it by now.

By opting to head for Valencia after the Portugal
tests, BMW leapt into the lead of the running mileage
league with two dry days of running, during which it
continued running its KERS device and left Nick
Heidfeld pretty optimistic.

Ferrari abandoned Portugal without running there,
opting instead for Mugello, where for a time it was
barely better. But reliability seems to be improving.

All that we really know after the first week of testing
is that those two teams that concentrated most heavily
on their 2009 cars last season - BMW and Williams -
looked the most advanced. We should have a much
more realistic idea of the relative pace of the cars after
the Bahrain tests next month, scheduled to be attended
by Ferrari, Toyota and BMW.

McLAREN-MERCEDES MP4-?4
551 MILES 12 20/

TOYOTA TF109
429 MILES

i Eius

RENAULTR29
370 MILES #2080
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Ford (fop) and Citroen are the
WRC's only manufacturers




ore mainstream than minutiae,
FIA president Max Mosley could
be forgiven for taking the road more

to questions on the World Rally
Championship. Not a bit of it. Not
~ today, anyway. On the eve of the

& start of the 2009 WRC in Ireland,
he’s talking exclusively to Autosport. And he’s talking
exclusively about rallying. And we like the answers
were getting. We like one answer in particular.

The question I pose surrounds last year’s Rally GB

and the decision not to run the Hafren stage because
of the icy conditions. Mosley edges forward in his
seat and answers immediately with trademark
coherence. Through a fog of politically correct
mumbojumbo, Mosley’s response strikes a chord
with rally fans — and those of common sense - the
world over.

“Nonsense,” he replies directly. “For me that was
pure nonsense. Rallying, to me, is all about driving on
icy roads. Even I drive on icy roads. 'm very careful,
but I do. This is what rally drivers do. These are the
best drivers in the world. If he [Sebastien Loeb] can’t
handle driving on ice, you'd have to say there should
be a law against driving on icy roads.

“In my opinion, the only possible excuse for
cancelling the stage would be if you physically couldn’t
drive up the road. It’s happened, I think, to all of us
from time to time: you're trying to get up to a resort in
the Alps and there’s black ice and you simply can’t get
the car up, it’s sliding back on you with the wheels
turning. Under those conditions, you can’t hold a
stage. But if it’s driveable in the sense that you can
drive a car down it, it should run. It’s absurd.”

What'’s even more refreshing is that he’s
unconcerned at criticising a decision in which the
FIA’s own safety delegate took such a leading role.
Mr Mosley, the floor - complete with WRC-bedecked
soapbox - is yours.

FORMULATING THE FUTURE

That rational approach is a common theme through
Mosley's views on the World Rally Championship.
ror him, the way forward is simple: cut costs. Yes,
costs have been cut. But they can be cut some more.
And then some more, While Mosley might not be a
nuts-and-bolts WRC man, he has plenty of experience
to contextualise a problem. Noting the resistance to
change from those inside the sport, those more than
fzmiliar with the nuts and bolts, Mosley goes back to
those glorious - yet unsustainable days - of riotous
spending in the sport.

1 remember.” he says, “when we wanted to stop
ervicing when they came off every stage.
vs. to do the Acropolis Rally, you needed
52 vehicles. three helicopters and an aeroplane for two
[rally] cars. And we stopped that. When we did that, it
was the end of the world as far as rallying concerned.
Now, if we wanted to go back to that, nobody would
be interested. It may be that we have to go further.”

The “going further” he’s talking about is the
technical regulations for 2010. After 18 months of
debate, the precise specification for the cars that will
start round one a year from now have still to be cast
in stone. Just as well, as Mosley’s coming down in
favour of another rewrite.

Depending on who you talk to, running a straight
Super 2000 car as the next World Rally Car would not
so much represent selling the family silver, but more
likely opening the door and handing it out to passers-
by. Such a move is unthinkable to many. Well, the
message from on high is to think again.

Mosley says: “There was a major discussion in World
Council about whether the kit for the Super 2000 car
should be available or whether everybody should just
run in Super 2000. The majority felt the kit should be
available. Now, though, that may come into question.
Clearly, however they do it [the kit] is an added
expense for the manufacturer and it’s also clearly an
expense for the private entrant. There was a specific

/
all
s

“WE OUGHT TO LOOK AT THE
IRCTO SEE IF WE'RE DOING
ANYTHING WRONG IN WRC"

decision not to go that route in December, but it may
be that because of what’s happened since [Subaru and
Suzuki departing the WRC], people might like to revise
their opinion. It might be that we now need to take a
different look at it.”

SAFEGUARDING THE SPECTACLE

Five-time world champion Sebastien Loeb has made
his feelings patently clear about a Super 2000 future
for the WRC. He’ll walk. Mosley can't see the
Frenchman’s point.

“There’s an argument that S2000 is not sufficiently
spectacular” he says. “My personal point of view is that
what makes the car spectacular is one, the driver and
two, the conditions. Giving it a bolt-on wing and a few
more horsepower does not make any difference at all.”

Mosley sees the potential of running the Kit of parts
on the S2000 car as the potentially thin end of the
technological wedge.

ce and easy: Mosley belioves
- tough conditions are the WRC

“There’s a tendency,” he says, “for the engineers to
get together. Engineers like engineering and that’s very
expensive. This is a major problem in Formula 1, but
also in rallies. In rallies the argument against this over-
engineering is very strong. All it means is that the cars
are completely overhauled every time they come to
service. Well, arguably, that shouldn’t have to happen.
If the cars were made stronger, with less servicing and
fewer parts and fewer people, they would be less
expensive. And if they’re [running like this] then they’re
closer to the road cars that they're developing. The rally
people don't like that.”

RESPECT TO THE RIVALS
Mosley’s last point depends largely on which rally
people you talk to. Those involved with the
Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) are clearly
believers in S2000 as it forms the mainstay of the
series. The growth of the IRC into a truly global, 12-
round championship with three manufacturers is not
lost on Mosley. He is, he admits, an admirer of the
IRC and Marcello Lotti, one of the driving forces
behind Eurosport’s investment in rallying.

“I think it’s very good,” he says. “I think we ought
to look at the reasons [for the IRC’s growth] to see if =4

The vérec is spectacular,
st the IRC can be toe
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Gawe're doing anything wrong in the WRC. For us, it
means there’s a good, credible series for our [event]
organisers in their off year, if they want it. I've got a
lot of ume for Marcello Lotti and he does an excellent
job for our [Eurosport-promoted] World Touring Car
Championship. He’s a rallying Bernie [Ecclestone].
He'll make a success of that [the IRC].”

/HAT GOES AROUND...
1th S2000 dealt with, we move onto the next hotbed
o2 contention in the WRC: the return of rotation. For
3 VRC ,cﬁ\on startmg anywhere other than
loiss ge. de that’s just for starters.

er the circumstances — classics such
as, for example, | nd. Corsica and Britain is impiety
in the extrem -aree of detachment, that’s

not how .'\Ioﬂc, sees it. The bigger picture, according
to the president, reveals that the exception does not
work as well as the rule.

“Everybody wants their rally everv vear,” he says.
“Everybody thinks there should be special cases and
almost everybody thinks their rally is the special case.
Without making it every other year, you can’t bring
in the new rallies that are the ones that will make it
really interesting.”

That’s fair enough, but on a more practical level,
there are serious concerns that the WRC will be able
to find and sustain 24 competent rallies to run every
two years. Given the boldness and, in many cases,
unpopularity of his stance, he must have a great
deal of confidence in the incoming rallies.

“I'd say I'm hopeful rather than confident,” he says.
“There are a lot of very good rallies that want to be in
the WRC. It’s a question of whether they can meet the
standard. If we want a credible world championship,
we need the new rallies.”

This year’s new and returning rallies are expected
to make the grade, but there are major question marks

Peugeot runs in IRC - a

The FIA president waved
£ars away in Jordan '08

over Bulgaria and Russia for next year, Russia, for
example, will run from Novorosslysk, a Black Sea resort
offering yet another hot, dusty and rocky rally out of
the same mould as Cyprus, Turkey, Acropolis and some
stages in Sardinia. And those roads are being touted in
favour of a base in a place of pre-eminent Russian-ness
like St Petersburg.

Mosley patiently takes this point on board - one
gets the feeling not for the first time - before closing
his argument on a decisive point: “I'd far rather have
an event on the Black Sea than not at all.”

Moving the WRC into expanding economies is vital

for the future of the WRC, as far as Mosley can see.
And, if that means courting condemnation by elbowing
out some of the world’s favoured stages, then so be it.
India and a return to China are next on his list.

Manoeuvring the argument back to Finland and
the loss of multi-million-pound investment in new
facilities due to the rally not running every season
won’t wash with Mosley.

“I'm not convinced by that,” he says. “The Olympics
come [to a country] once every 50 or 100 years. Look
at the investment the British government is making.

If an event is important, they’ll make the investment.
The real reason they shelved the investment is that
the rally’s not that big,”

JOINING THE CYBERSPACE RACE

One country that is notably absent from Mosley’s wish
list is Kenya. This is partly due to the specific nature of
the Safari Rally, which he feels would be better suited
to the Cross Country Championship, and partly
because of his insistence that a sustainable future for

. the WRC lies within cyberspace. Mosley doesn’t appear

to be the tub-thumping-type, but if he was WRC on
the internet would be his theme. Bemused by rallying’s
consistent and persistent struggle to make television
work, Mosley wants ISC - in its impending role as the
WRC’s global promoter - to broker the deal between
the world wide web and what he sees as potentially

its finest sporting offering.

“Rallying,” he says, “is hopeless for television; you
can’t have three days’ non-stop television with long
gaps in between. But rallies would work brilliantly on
the internet. The ISC people absolutely share that view
and once the [global promoter] deal’s in place we’ll
see a revolution.”

That’s more like it. That’s what the WRC needs. No
more talk of downturns or economic doom and gloom.
Gather the troops, let’s talk about the revolution. .. =
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8 e’re told by those in the

' know that 2009 will be a
year of transition for the
World Rally Championship.
However, while this will

be a season of technical,
commercial and sporting

: evolution on Planet WRC,
it’s also going to be a ripper of a year on the stages.

WHY LESS IS MORE

Who needs Subaru? In terms of the overall
championship battle, the Japanese manufacturer
meant little. Of course, in the eyes of some, Subaru
blue was to WRC what the Scuderia Ferrari scarlet
is to Formula 1. Be that as it may, the flat-four has
gone because it couldn’t stop losing. This year, the
collective hairs won’t stand to attention on the backs
of necks when the factory Imprezas are fired up.
Equally, the service park won’t squirm at the sight
of over-emotional drivers in their latest stand-off
with team management.

Halving the number of marques in the sport is,
obviously, not good news, but it doesn’t necessarily
mean half the number of cars being driven by the
world’s finest rally drivers. Pay attention now,
because that’s the good news. ..
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NEW SEASON, NEW QUESTIONS

Finally, we’ll see just how good Chris Atkinson is and
we'll also see whether 2003 king Petter Solberg has
another world title in him.

Since his arrival in 2005, Atkinson has only ever
been able to measure himself against one man in an
underperforming car. Well, no more. This week, he
will have his chance to step his career up a gear. Gone
is the car that hadn’t won in 50-odd starts, replaced by
one that won the majority of them. A Citroen C4 WRC
beckons for Atkinson. And, fear not, he will be out in
the car more often than not this year.

And the same goes for Solberg. Although without
as clear-cut a gig as his former colleague, the
Norwegian should be seen in a Citroen (or even a
Ford) on numerous occasions this year. While Solberg
shifts his focus to a full-time return for 2010, a handful
of rallies this year will be enough to tell us just how
much damage his prolonged stay away from the top

“THIS WILL BE A SEASON OF
TECHNICAL, COMMERCIAL
AND SPORTING EVOLUTION
ON PLANET WRC"

step of the podium has done.

The perceived wisdom of the service park is that
he’ll be back and winning sooner rather than later.
Fact is, the WRC fan faces a much better chance of
seeing Solberg dancing atop his car this year than
we did last year. Another reason to be cheerful.

WHEN TWO BECOME SEVEN
Two manufacturers there might be, but there’s
still going to be seven teams in the championship.
Regular readers of Autosport will be well aware of my
concerns of these manufacturer teams (Munchi’s Ford
Citroen Junior Team and Adapta Subaru) being used
to paper over the cracks created by the absence of
actual car makers. Well, my worries are no more.
The number of car firms ready to run 2010 WRC
programmes is sufficient to stem any concerns over
the year ahead. Don’t forget: it’s a year of transition.
And, for this season, those manufacturer teams are
not filled with talentless, fat-walleted pedallers, either.
They're full of some of the brightest drivers for the
future and some genuinely talented podium chasers.
The Citroen Junior Team is a case in point. Sebastien
Ogier is a French rally fan’s dream come true - that’s
if a French rally fan has any unfulfilled dreams
remaining, of course. ..
The reigning junior world rally champion led last



vear's Rallv GB on his first outing in a World Rally Car.
And this vear I'd bet on him hitting the podium before
mid-vear and possibly even better in the second six
rallies of 2009. And then there’s Evgeny Novikov, an
18-year-old from Russia. Those two settled in alongside
Atkinson and Citroen regular Conrad Rautenbach

make for a fascinating season ahead.

DON'T FORGET THE WORKS TEAMS
See, it’s a mark of how good this vear’s going to be that
you've read all of those words before any mention of
the Citroen and Ford factory teams. Driver-wise, it's
more of the same aboard the official C4 WRCs and
Focus RS WRCs, but Sebastien Loeb knows he’s in for
more of a fight than ever before. And that fight won't
come from Ford men Mikko Hirvonen and Jari-Matti
Latvala alone. Loeb’s own team-mate, Dani Sordo,
knows he has to deliver. If Sordo doesn’t get in and
rattle the five-time champion’s cage, there’s a whole
Citroen Junior Team’s worth of drivers ready to get
in and do the job for him.

At Ford, the two drivers need to trade some of
their individual strengths. Hirvonen could do with
a smidgen of Latvala’s staggering speed, while the
younger Finn could do with a dose of Hirvonen’s
ability to bring the car home in the points. If Ford’s
mathematicians manage that complicated equation,

then the Blue Oval will be more than capable of
capturing a third makes’ title in four years - and either
driver could stand in the way of Loeb’s sixth title.

IS THIS THE DREAM DOZEN?

The calendar has been slashed from 15 to 12 rallies
for this year - and it starts later and finishes eatlier.
WRC fans won’t see the Christmas lights of Cardiff.
Within the confines of the calendar, there have also
been some significant changes. Monte Carlo, Sweden,
Mexico, Jordan, Turkey, Germany, New Zealand,
Corsica and Japan are gone, while Ireland, Norway,
Cyprus, Portugal, Poland and Australia are back.

Ford is one of only two [
faetnrys_tiiﬁ;

Once the dust settles,
WRC wili be big again

THE SUPPORTING CAST

Both Junior and Production Car World Rally
Championship entries have been hit by the world’s
financial woes. The PWRC has 19 registrations, with
plenty of stars including Martin Prokop, Toshi Arai,
Bernardo Sousa, Patrik Sandell and Pirelli Star Driver
Martin Semerad. The J-WRC is looking like it might
struggle a little. With the loss of Citroen’s one-make
series and diminishing support from the French
manufacturer, numbers are looking a little lean. Series
runner-up (to Ogier) Aaron Burkart is the first of nine
entries. Burkart forms part of the Suzuki Junior team
this season, along with Michal Kosciuszko. Yoann
Bonato is one of the more interesting registrations,
with the Frenchman likely to set the pace this season.

HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF

We've been in this kind of position before; 1987 and
the post-Group B dip is the obvious comparison. But
just as Group A delivered an almighty WRC a few years
later, with Ford, Lancia, Mazda, Mitsubishi, Subaru and
Toyota fighting it out, so the new Super 2000-based
tech regs will post-2010. A year of transition this might
be, but, if we get everything right with the technical
regulations and ISC gets the commercial commitment
it needs, wants and deserves, this season should mark
the start of the WRC’s new dawn.
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easiestof carstostepintoanddriveonthelimit, which

means some of the Citroen Junior drivers may struggle
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The ‘other Sehastien’ o
stunning win on his f_'lrst Monte

"

ousimply
couldn’t have
made this up.
Youwouldn’t
have dared. After
years of mediocre
e Montes, last
week’s — the first ever to qualify
for the IRCratherthan the WRC -
was an absolute stunner. It was
exceptional from start to finish.
And the result? Well, this being
the Monte, it had to be a win for
Sebastien. And it was. For Loeb,
read Ogier. His BFGoodrich
Drivers’ Team Peugeot 207
$2000 didn’t miss a beat for the
duration ofthe rally and the
reigning junior world rally
champion looked as though he’d
spentyears driving Super 2000
machinery on those roads. He
hasn’t, by the way, last week was
his first time in the car. And his
first time on the event. Awesome.
With Ogier not registered forIRC
points, runner-up Freddy Loix
bagged a maximum score.

LEGONE 48.73MILES COLD/DRY/
SMOW!LATER-6TO7 DEGREES

Standing next to the harbourin
Monte Carlo on a typically mild
pre-dawn Mediterranean
morning, Kris Meeke looked
skywards. The time had come to
make a decision on what rubber
torun. The darkness shrouding
the surrounding mountains
ensured no secrets were given
away; if Meeke was looking
beyond the Alpine peaks for
inspiration, he wasn’t alone.

The trouble was, the roads for
which the drivers were picking
their tyres were a world away
from the tranquil milieu of
Monaco. Snow, ice and the
associated chaos didn’t
happen alongside the polished
pavements of the principality
- that was reserved for the twists
and turns thatlay ahead on the
road out of Tourette du Chateau.

“If'salottery,” grinned Meeke,
nervously. “What do you do? If
we take the slick, we're risking
more than if we take the winter
tyre. The slickwon’t work on ice,
but the winter tyre will be okay
on the dryasphalt.”

That dilemma was being
played out 65-fold by each and
every one of the crews about to
embark on one of the wintriest
Montes in years.

In the end, it was Nicolas
Vouilloz’s choice of a half-studded
tyre that worked the best. The
defending champion’s Peugeot
20752000 stopped the clocks 2.3
seconds up on Juho Hanninen’s
all-new Skoda Fabia S2000. There
had been plenty ofice on the road

REPORT
IRCMONTE CARLO

between Tourette and St Antonin,
but the prediction that the perfect
tyre did not exist was borne out by
the fact that Hanninen’s covers
were stud-free.

The Skoda team’s delight at
Hanninen’s second place was
tempered by the loss of power
steering aboard the sister Fabia of
Jan Kopecky. The Czech Republic
driverhadn’t made it amile into
the stage before he lost
assistance. He dropped more
than four minutes in the twists
and turns of the 15-mile opener,

Despite the event only being
one stage old, two of the rally’s
biggest names would playno
further part in proceedings.
Didier Auriol (Peugeot 207
S2000) and Luca Rossetti
(Abarth Grande Punto) dropped
theirslick-shod machinery at the
same corner and both headed for
an early bath. Not being part of
the World Rally Championship -
and determined to strike a chord
with the old school - this year’s
Monte Carlo Rally would not be
welcoming crews back under the
SupeRally regulations.

Fellow slick-runner Stephane
Sarrazin made it through SS1
and exploited the dry asphalt on
offerin the next test to the max,
bagging fastest time and moving
from eighth to second overall.

“Ilamveryhappy now,”said
the relieved Frenchman. “In the
first stage, | was nearly off twice
verysoon and Iwas thinking [
had gotitverybadly wrong.
Okay, thisis anice place now.”

Sarrazin’s gain was Vouilloz’s
loss. His studded BFGoodrich
boots started to overheat,
dropping him to third, with a slow
puncture not helping matters.
Hanninen’s middle of the road
choice was good enough to
promote him to P1.

While there was no service
between the day’s three stages,
the crews were given the chance
to change tyres ahead of SS3.
Rain and/or snow was talked
about for St Jean en Royans, but
itwas anybody’s guess if, and or
when, it would come.

Happy that his choice of stud-
less winter tyres had seen him
through the morning, Hanninen
plumped for them again for the
longest stage of the day. They
worked a treat. The rain arrived
at the start of the stage, but as the
road climbed towards the halfway
point on the peak of Col de la
Portette it had turned to snow -
and that snowwould fall harder
and harder as time passed.

Running second on the road,
Hanninen scrabbled through
before the worst of the white
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stuff descended. Hislead
intact, he would start day two
11.9sec ahead of Sarrazin.
Fortune had smiled on Skoda’s
leader, however. A damaged left-
rearrim bore testament to that.
“I'wasleaning on the banka
little bit,” he said. “There was a
bit of avibration for the stage. The
snow was coming really heavily in
the end, but my gravel crew did a
fantasticjob forme. I had such
good confidence in them. Even
where the snow was really thick
on the road, I knewwhere the grip
would be thanks to the notes.”
Behind Sarrazin and Vouilloz,
fellow Kronos Peugeot runners
Sebastien Ogier, Freddy Loix and
Meeke were separated by just 12
seconds in their fight for fourth.
QOgier’s first dayin a Super 2000
carhad failed to match his first
dayin aWorld Rally Car, when he
led Rally GB in a Citroen C4 last
month, but he was still very much
in touch going into day two. His
only gripe had been a flat front-
right for the last five miles of
§83. Loixand Meeke were both
running without any problems,
the Brit ending his day on a high
with fastest time in the final stage.
Aminute offthe lead at the end
of day one on most European
rallies would have been a disaster.
Not here. That deficit could be
overturned in one tyre choice.
Abarth’s first day of the new
season was something ofa
disaster. Anton Alen led the
Italian firm’s charge in fourth
after SS1, belying the fact that he
was running a year-old Punto.
Unfortunately for the Finn, he
dropped three minutes with a
puncture in S§2 and even more
time when his intermediates
offered no grip in stage three.
Giandomenico Basso was top
Grande Punto, seventh aftermore
spins than he cared to remember.

POSITIONS AT THEEND OF
LEGONE

1 Hanninen/Markkula 56m32.8s
2 Sarrazin/Renucci +11.9s
3 Vouilloz/Klinger +33.9s
4 Ogier/Ingrassia +49.35
5 Loix/Smets +54.65
6 Meeke/Nagle +1m01.3s

LEG TWO 90.58 MILES RAIN/SNOW
-7T0 5 DEGREES

The event’s only full day started
well for leader Hanninen with
fastest time on SS4, but even
better for Meeke. The Peugeot

UK driver climbed from sixth to
second in the 15-mile test, with
the icy conditions worsening as
the test climbed to the finish at
2500 meters.

Meeke’s elevation up the
leaderboard came partly on
merit; he deposed Ogier and
Loix on speed, while Vouilloz
and Sarrazin hit trouble.
Vouilloz collected a front-right
puncture and lost one minute,
while second-placed Sarrazin
went off for five minutes.

“It took a lot of spectators
to get the car back on the
road,” said Sarrazin. “It was
steep. I didn’t think it would
come back.”

Vouilloz’s puncture had
repercussions as the morning
progressed. Like the rest of the
field, the number one 207 had
departed Valence on studded
tyres. He was carrying a brace
of stud-less winter tyres in the
boot, figuring that the rising
temperatures would melt the
snow on the third and final
test before lunch. His deflation
forced him to bolt on a cover
without any studs to the front-
right - and worse still he’'d
damaged the brake line and
was left with no stopping power
on that corner of the car.

The lead 24 hours earlier
had become sixth position and
close to a three-minute deficit
by mid-day Thursday. He
wouldn’t be the only Peugeot
runner suffering a puncture,
either. Meeke’s grip on second
was shot to bits when he
dropped a rear wheel into a
drain halfway through SS6. He
thought he’d got away with his
minor indiscretion, but a mile
later the tyre went down
leaving him seven miles to
drive on the flat. Loix and
Ogier both went back past.

The rerun loop of morning
stages might have been devoid
of the overnight dusting of
snow that had caused the odd
moment first time around, but
the roads were in a terrible
mess after the entire field had
been through and cut the
slushy corners. Vouilloz was the
first to fall foul of this, going off
in stage seven and breaking the
steering on his 207. After his
horrid morning, he’d probably
thought his afternoon couldn’t
get any worse. Then it did.

Ahead of him, Ogier arrived
at the start of the day’s

-

LO

THINK IT

WOUL

Sarrazin's 207 was fix
and he took strong thi

SS1TOURETTEDU CHATEAU- SS2AMOTTECHALANCON- SS3STJEANENROYANS-COL SS4 ABATIED'ANDAURE SS5STBONNETLEFROID SS6LAMASTRE- SS7LABATIED’ANDAL
STANTONIN(15.13 miles) STNAZAIRELEDESERT DEGAUDISSART (20.68 miles) (15.62 miles) (15.95 miles) ALBOUSSIERE(13.62 miles) (15.72 miles)
LEADER:Vouilloz (8.15 miles) | FADER: Hanninen LEADER:Hanninen LEADER: Hanninen LEADER: Hanninen LEADER: Hanninen
. 1Vouilloz22m22.9s, 1Sarrazin14m28.2s;2 Basso 1 Meeke 18m56.65;2 Sarrazin 1 Hanninen 18m21.5s; 1Hanninen17m{1.35;2 Alen 1 Kopecky 15m11.0s; 1Sarrazin 16m19.6s; 2
2Hanninen+2.35;3 +13.35;3 Kopecky +36.85 +0.75; 3 Loix+4.95 2Meeke+8.5s; +5.55;3 Ogier+16.5s 2 Gardemeister+22.95; +11.25;3 Loix+12.65
. Gardemeister+16.3s LFADER:Hanninen MeekesetshisfirstIRCfastest 3 Gardemeister+13.2s Puncturefor Ogierfoseshim 3Samazin+24.0s Vouillozcrashesoffthe o
Aurioland Rossettiboth off. Stick Hanninen takeslead. Alen drops time. Gamble onstudsworksas Puncture forVouilloz Sarrazin 15sec. Vouillozbrake trouble Puncture forMeeke costshim andinto retirementwith
| runnersstruggle ontheice fromfourthto 10thwith puncture offthe road forfive minutes afterpuncturein previousstage damaged suspensicn
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Former WRC factory driver Loix

madeitaPeugeot 207 one-two

Kopecky was hest non-Peugeot;
he took fourthin his Skoda Fabia

penultimate test and admitted
his hopes of victory were all-
but gone. With more than
1m30s between him and
Hanninen, the runner-up was
entirely focused on retaining
his own position — particularly
as he’'d come under heavy fire
from Loix in SS7. The Belgian
whipped seven seconds out of
the difference between third
and second places.

After a uniform approach

to tyre selection in the
morning, Ogier had
taken a soft wet in the
afternoon. Loix was on

a winter tyre, which had
been expected to work
better on the final stage
of the day. In the end, it
was the opposite. Loix’s
overworked winter tyre
couldn’t cope with the damp
ninth test. Ogier ended the
stage 30sec to the good - and
in the lead of the rally.

A puncture near the start of
the stage had cost Hanninen
two minutes. The Skoda driver
couldn’t believe it. “I didn’t see
anything,” he said. “But it went
down. We decided to drive on,
but it was difficult.”

Almost a minute down in
third, Hanninen was not done
yet. “I will push tomorrow,”

he promised. “I want the lead
back, and anything is still
possible with this event.”
Fourth-placed Meeke was
just 59.2sec off Ogier’s lead,
while Toni Gardemeister’s
Astra-run Grande Punto was
e fifth at the end of the day, the
Britishhopes were dashed Finn finding life as a privateer

REPORT
IRC MONTE CARLO

handling was doing nothing

to inspire confidence and even
less to provide grip between
tyre and track.

Gardemeister’s only crumb
of comfort was that he had two
minutes on his nearest rival,
the fast-recovering Sarrazin.
Kopecky was another driver
in recovery mode, placing his
Skoda seventh while Basso
remained the leading factory
Abarth in an uninspired eighth.

POSITIONS AT THEENDOF
LEGTWO

1 Ogier/Ingrassia 2h35m09.8s
2 Loix/Smets +32 43
3 Hanninen/Markkula +54.85
4 Meeke/Nagle +59.25

5 Gardemeister/Tuominen +1m40.7s
6 Sarrazin/Renucci +3m42.65

LEG THREE 83.76MILES RAIN/SNOW
-7TO3 DEGREES
The inclusion of the Friday
morning run over the top of Col
de Perty, just north of Chateau
Arnouxwas supposed to be
simply a way of breaking up the
humdrum drive from Valence
back down to Monaco before the
main event of the rally - a brace
of night-time runs overTurini and
down the hill to Luceram. In the
end, stage 10 was much more
than aloosener. Overnight snow
turned itinto a stage that won’t
be forgotten by Hanninen and
Meeke foralong time.
Determined to push to try to
getbackto the front, where he'd
spent much of the event,
Hanninen rolled his Skoda on the
first corner. Two minutes before
that, Meeke had been two gears

when Kris Meeke crashed tough again. His car’s kart-like ~  higherwhenhe did amore
SS8STBONNETLEFROID SS9 LAMASTRE- S$510MONTAUBANSUR SS11 COLDEBRAUS-LA SS12 LANTOSQUE- S$S513COLDEBRAUS-LA S$514 LANTOSQUE-
(15.95 miles) ALBOUSSIERE(13.62 miles) OUVEZE-EYGALAYES(18.90m) BOLLENE(20.54 miles) LUCERAM (11.88 miles) BOLLENE(20.54 miles) LUCERAM(11.88 miles)
LEADER: Hanninen LEADER: Ogier LEADER: Ogier LEADER Ogier LEADER Ogier LEADER Ogier LEADER Qgier
1 Hanninen 14m31.25; 1Sarrazin 14m42.35;2 Ogier 10gier28m00.4s;2 G’ meister 1 Loix30m38.15;2 G’ meister 1Basso 17m16.0s;2 Arzeno 1Sarrazin29m51.7s; 2 Kop'ky 18arrazin 16m42.6s; 2 Basso
7 Kopecky+2.35;3 Loix+5.2s +9.75;3 Meeke +17.4s +9.85;3 Sarrazin+17.0s +11.15:3Alen+16.75 +17.75;3 Kopecky+30.25 +29.95:3Basso +3%.95 +11.05;3 Loix+16.55
Sarrazin passes Bassoto move PunctureforHanninen costs him Hanninenand Meeke both Kopecky powersteeringfailure. Alternatorfailure forces Sarrazin'sfastesttogo clearof Ogiersealsincredible maiden
into sixth, while Hanninen's 2m30sandthelead. Steering crashoutofthe eventnear Gardemeisterlocksto besafe Gardemeisterintoretirement Kopeckyforthird place.Alenhas Monte Carlo Rally win.Alen
fastesttime secures hislead insecondinhis private Punto... beforethestartofthestage toworkonengine priorto start retires onway backto Monac
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‘Ogier reaches for his trophy on
the podium back in Mente Carlo _

admitted: “That was the most
difficult stage I've ever done.”
He knew, however, that he had

G comprehensive job on his 207.
Helost the Peugeot on a fast
stretch and rolled five times. The

crews from both cars were to push ifhe was to stand any
unharmed, but their cars were chance of beating Gardemeister
going no further. Everybody to second. His SS11 efforts were

rewarded with 11 seconds. On
the way into the next stage,
Loixwas gifted second when

behind leaders Ogier and Loix
prepared to move up one place,
but Gardemeister went one

better by making the most of Gardemeister’s Punto stopped
ademon tyre choice and a with a transmission and electrical
puncture for Loixto steal second.  fault on the road section.

Having been nowhere for With two minutes in hand over

most of the event, Gardemeister Sarrazin and the same to Ogier

would now go into the final night ahead, Loix throttled back. For
second, albeit close to two awhile, itlooked as though
minutes down on Ogier. Thegaps  Sarrazin might be able to
through the leading pack would overturn the gap. His wets,
have been large enough for the useless in the first stage, came

‘op runners to relax, but it was into their own on the downhill
“owing again. As the SS12. All the former F1 driver
nowploughs were deployed on and Peugeot Le Mans star’s

== 1607-metre summit of Turini, good work was undone when
= dnivers fretted back down in he clouted a wall nearthe end
‘onaco. Suddenly,nogapwould  ofthe stage, dropping a minute
~e big enough. and slipping into the grasp of
Afierhalfanhourofdrivingon  Kopecky’s chasing Skoda.
-z =Cze, Loix collected fastest The Fabia was only two
—me over [urini. Opening the seconds behind Sarrazin’s 207
- 21 the end, the Belgian going into the finalloop, but the

onte CarloRally, January 21-

Skoda team had made it clear: it
wanted a finish. A brace of fastest
times in the middle of the night
were enough for Sarrazin to
cement third, with Loix and
Ogier enjoying trouble-free, if
fairly steady, runs to the end.
Basso was fifth behind
Kopecky, while Alen had
recovered to a fine sixth afteryet
more mechanical woes on the
final night - only for a broken
clutch to leave him stranded at
the roadside on the wayback to
the ceremonial finish in Monaco.
But the night belonged to
Ogier. He'd driven an
astonishingly accomplished
event and ended it with alead the
other Sebastien would have been
proud of. And his driving wasn’t
all that was reminiscent of Loeb.
Arriving at the finish line, the
celebrations were muted. But the
broad grin that broke out when
he’d shut the door on the cameras
told another story. He'd just won
the Monte Carlo Rally at his first
attempt. And that’s arecord not
even the other one can beat.

Driver table

1 9 “Seboses *L o1 Ingrassia_ Peugeot 207 2000 4h40m457s PosDawer .~ . Ph
2 4 Fredifly Lo Tscoor Smets Peugeot 20752000 +Im436s 1 Freddyloix(® 10
3 7 Steghame Sarvazin lzcoues Renuce Peugeot 20752000 +2m2l6s 2 Stephane Sarrazin(F) 8
4 6 JamKepecky Petr Sar Skoda Fabia 2000 +3ml73s 3 JanKopecky(CZ) 6
5 2 Glandomenico Basso Vi Dotta  Abarth Grande Punto  +4m28.0s 4 _Giandomenico Basso (I) 5_
6 21 Frederic Romeyer Thomas Fournel Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 9 +20m303s [EMMIGEIANTIETTEGIESCE
7 15 Olivier Burri/Fabrics Gordon Abarth Grande Punto  +2Im230s 6 OlivierBurri(CH) 3|
8 38 “LucaBetti/Givans Sgrese Renault Clio LU0 R  Patrick Artru (F) 2
9 20 Vi Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 9 +25m50.7s 8 Tobia Cavallini(l) 1
10 36 : ' +27m598s

R 11 Anton Alen/Timo Alanne arth Grande Punto  After SS14, clutch w
R 12 Kris Meeke/Paul Nagle Peugeot 20752000 SSI0, accident ST SR B
R 3 Juho Hanninen/Mikko Markkula  Skodz Fabia WRC SS10, accident AL :

R 1 Nicolas Vouilloz/Nicolas Klinger ~ Peugeot 20752000 SS7 accident 3 Skoda

R 8 Didier Auriol/Denis Giraudet Peugeot 207 S2000  SS1, accident 4 Mitsubishi

Starters/finishers 65/29 Rally leaders SS1 Vouilloz; $S2-8 Hanninen; $59-14 Ogier
*Not eligible for Intercontinental Rally Championship points

ALLPICS IRCSERIES COM
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AND NOW for the tough bit;
the second round ofthe IRC
is going to have one heck of a
jobtryingtotop lastweek’s
season openerin Monte Carlo.
Everything wentright forthe
rally and for the Eurosport-
backed series. Okay, noteven
IRC chief Marcello Lotti and
his crew could fixthe weather,
butthey probably had a go.

Anewroute takinginthe
bestofthe Ardeche and the
Alpes Maritimes, heavy snow,
loads of ice, a smidge of dry
asphalt, a brace of midnight
stagesin the frozen
mountainsand some of
the best-soundingrally
carsanywhere inthe world.
Isthere a betterway to start
the season?In short, no.

Inthe week prior to Monte
Carlo, I'd been told by FIA
president MaxMosley that
rallying ontelevision did not
work. I'm sorry Max, butyou're
wrong. Eurosport’s coverage —
including seven live stages
—ofthe Monte Carlo Rallywas
awesome. | realise it'sloads
easierwhenyou have a
dedicated channel (or two)
andyou canschedule the
programmeswhenyouwant,
butthetechnical production
was superb.

The thing that struck me
about everything that the
Automobile Club de Monaco
andIRCdid lastweek wasthe
simplicity. Nothing was over-
complicated. Thiswasarally

inits purest form. There were
no splittimes, no SupeRally,
novirtual spectator, nojiggery-
pokery tryingtoturnarally
intoarace.Heck, therewasn't
evenasuperspecial. Justa
memorable, old-school Monte.

Ifthere was one criticism,
it'sthatthe ACM didn’t go far
enoughwiththe changes.
Fourteen stages weren’t
enough. Sisteronforone,
wentbegging. Nexttime, let's
have double the stages and
double the mileage in the
French Alps. Don't forget,
France—the nation where
thiseventruns—is the birth
place of Dakar, an eventthat
laughsin the face ofhealth
andsafety and then tells its
competitors to get on with
anotherflat-out 500 miles.

Soonenough, itwillbe
decisiontime and the ACM
will have to chose between
the world championship and
the freedom that goes with
the IRCforits 2010 event.
Ifthis event did one thing,
ithighlighted the
claustrophobia of the WRC.

Rallies need to be allowed
touse theirimagination every
onceinawhile. The WRC
remains the bestrally
championshipinthe world,
butitneedstobereadyto
instigate and accept change,
aswell as accepting criticism.
Otherwise, the Monte Carlo
Rallymightjustbecomea
thing ofits past.

‘[T WAS AMEMORABLE,

OLD-SCHOOL MONTE”

ThelRC embracéd the most famous
rally of all for its 2009 season opener
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'DAYTONA

22-75109
B GRAND-AM
o "im ROUND /12

THERE’SNO need

4 forsuperlatives
§ andnoneedfor

. hyperbole. Atrio of
factsreveal pretty much the
whole story of the 2009 Daytona
24 Hours. Six cars remained on
the lead lap at half distance, four
carswere covered by a second
and a halfwith an hourto goand
the margin of victory at the finish
was just0.167sec. This onewas
close..and close all the way.

Somuch sothatlast
weekend's US endurance classic

24 HOURS

RACEREPORT

boiled downinto a one-houror,
more accurately, a 53-minute
sprintto the flag between that
quartet of cars. David Donohue
ultimately came outontopinthe
Brumos Riley-Porsche he shared
with Darren Law, Buddy Rice and
Antonio Garcia, but the result
wasn’t settled until the cars
sped up the famous Daytona
International Speedway banking
forthe finaltime.

Donohuewas on fire overthe
final laps after taking over the lead
Brumos Riley MkX| at the final

Veteran US sportscar squad Brumos Racing tookits first Daytonawinfor
31yearsafteranail-biting climaxtothe Floridaenduro.By GARYWATKINS

round of pitstops. He'd claimed
pole position for the Grand-Am
openeron Thursday, 38 years
after his father, Mark, did the
same, and now hewas looking to
emulate hisdad’s 1969 victory.
The crew ofthe lead Brumos
car produced a massive effort
whentheleaders cameinline
asternforone final pitstop during
acaution period almost bang
onthe 23-hour mark. Uniquely
amongthe four protagonists, the
crew had to change driver and yet
they stillleapfrogged Donohue

ahead of team-mate Joao
Barbosa, who shared with Terry
Borcheller, Hurley Haywood and
JCFrance.What's more, he came
withinawhisker of taking the lead
fromJuan Pablo Montoyain the
Chip Ganassi Racing Riley-Lexus
MKXI/XX.

Itwas hardto believe thatwhat
happened next was being played
outinthe closing stages of a 24-
hourrace. Time aftertime
Donohue tried to find away past
Montoya, either out of the Bus
Stop chicane on the back straight

 Brumos toolc first win
at Daytonasince 1978

orup onto the banking from Tur
7.0ne lap, he'dtry the outside
into the first corner, the nextlap
he’d be ontheinside.

Itwas all the more thrilling
because Barbosa and Max
Angelelliin the Wayne Taylor
Racing Dallara-Ford were right
intheir slipstream, waiting to
capitalise onany error. Anyone
ofthese four cars could genuines
have wonthisrace.

Montoya later admitted that
he'd believedit “wasjust a matter
oftime” before the Brumoscar
found a way past to deprive him,
Scott Pruett and Memo Rojas of
another Daytona victory. The
inevitable happened whenthe
Colombian NASCAR starwas
baulked exiting the Bus Stop
andwas powerless to prevent
Donohue passing on the banking

Justasremarkable was ex-F1
winner Montoya's pursuit of the
new leader.

1600

HOUR 2

Bemhard backinleadas his rivals

stop, but can’t pull out more than six
seconds on Donohue. Speedsource
Mazda returnsto track 41 laps down

1700

HOUR 3

¢ Dumashunts down Law, retaking
i leadforPenske. First safety car called
: aftertwo hours 50 minutes. Quick
i FambacherPorscheleadsGT class

1800

HOUR 4

Law past Franchittitwo laps after
second caution, Dumasloses
positionsto Borchellerand Montoya
intraffic. Lawpulls out 11-seclead

BemhardtakesleadforPenskeonlap :
two, staysinfrontuntil earlypitstop. &
2008 GT-winning Speedsource

Mazda behind the wallwithfuel leak

Allmendinger grindstohaltin
ofthe Shank Rileys. Doran Dal
movestotop ofleade

foregoing stop underyellows




Winning Brumes Riley
~ survived smoky scare

Ganassi came within
Oc of fourth win

“lwas surprised | could stay
with him,” said Montoya, whose
pursuitof Donohue overthe final
35 minuteswas aided by first
Angelelliand then Barbosa losing
contactand having to settle for
fourth and third respectively.
“Idrove my butt offin the hope
that they would make a mistake.”

Montoya was just six tenths
behind starting the final lap and
only backed off out of the Bus
Stop forthe final time. The
Brumos/Ganassi battle wasn’t
over, however. The on-track battle
turnedinto a war of words offit.

Pruettand Montoyaletitbe
knownin nouncertain terms
that, to their mind, the latest
3.99-litre Porsche engine had
asignificantadvantage at
Daytonalast weekend, despite
Grand-Am giving Daytona
Prototypes running the flat-six
powerplant two performance
penalties over the winter.

ltrsreally was this clnse
Top four ran together

Garcia (left) had to join
inwithUS flag waving

“We gave it 110percent,” said
veteran Pruett. “Congratulations
toBrumos, butitis frustrating,
becausewhen guysjustdrive
pastyou,itdoesn’t seem right.”

Montoya suggested thata
repass of Donohue was never
really onthe cards.

“We could get alongside, but
they'dstill gettherunonus,” he
explained. “Hopefully Grand-Am
willdo something about this.”

Donohuewasn’timpressed by
hisrivals’comments, suggesting
that the closest finish everin the
history of the 24 Hours at
Daytonaindicated that the
rulemakers had got it right.

“We gotthem on the straight
becausewe were trimmed out,”
he said. "Did you notice how they
closedupinthe turns? | didn’tjust
drive past; I really had to plan it
and seize the opportunity.”

Wayne Taylor,who shared
his car with Angelelli, Brian
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(& Frisselle and Pedro Lamy,
added hisown ha’penny to the
argument: “Those Porsche-
powered cars arejust too quick.
You canseeitunderacceleration
andonthebanking.”

The other Porsche-powered
contender, the Penske Riley
driven by factory drivers Romain
Dumasand Timo Bernhard, and
Ryan Briscoe, was definitely the
fastest carintherace. Thistrio
had the pace to overtake the
otherleading contenders almost

rearend aftera driveshaft
exploded. The team traced the
problemtoasplitCVbootonthe
gearbox side of the halfshaft.

[twas an unlikely problem, but
onethat cost Penske 15 lapsand
leftthe carinsixth place. That's
where it finished, despite another
delay after Briscoe damaged the
splitterwhenthe nosedugina
holeinthe dirt onthe wrongside
ofthe kerb at the Bus Stop.

The Penske Riley was one of
the carsontheleadlap athalf

“THIS ONE IS FOR THE BRUMOS

GUYS WHO'VE TURNED THIS
TEAM AROUND" pavip poNoHUE

atwill, something they were
required to do early on courtesy
of a fuel pick-up problem that
reduced the length of their stints
for the first third of the race. What
theyweren’table to dowasto eke
outany breathing space.

“With so many yellowsitis
impossible to make a break,”
offered a disappointed Dumas.
“Now | understand that this event
ismore like a NASCAR race than
Le Mans, Spa orthe Nurburgring
[the other 24-hour classics].
There are so many safety cars.”

Penske remainedinthe hunt
until the 18th hour, whenthe
team was required to change the

distance. The sixthwasthe
second Ganassi Riley, inwhich
2008 Daytonawinner Dario
Franchittiwas joined by Scott
DixonandAlex Lioyd.

This car remainedin the hunt
until Franchittiencountereda
braking probleminhour17.1t
forced him straight onatthe Bus
Stop andtheninto the pits, where
abrake line wasreplaced.

Franchittiand histeam-mates
remained a couple of laps offthe
lead until Dixon lost his front
bodywork a couple of hours later.
Alongerdelay meant there was
noway back from fifth position.

The Penske Riley and the

second Ganassi car, along with
the second Brumos entry, had
remainedontheleadlap
throughout the first half of the
race. The otherthree had all
encountered minor delays, yet
stillbeen able to claw their way
back courtesy of the yellows.

The winning car lost time when
Garciawentoffoncoldtyresat
Turn 3 onanout-lap. Montoya
damaged the nose on the Ganassi
Riley against a backmarker, while
the SunTrust-sponsored Dallara
hadto fight itsway back onto the
lead lap no fewthan three times.

Its first delay camewhenthe
teamdecidedtochangea

Porsche prevails in G T power stakes

THERACER’S Group didn't
have the fastest 91 1satthe
weekend, butitdid have the
mostreliable carsin the GT
field. And that'swhy it came
outontopinthe battle ofthe
Porsche superteams ahead of
arch-rival Farnbacher Loles.

The best of the five TRG-run
911 GT3 Cup cars driven by
factory driversjorg
Bergmeister and Patrick Long,
and justin Marks, Andy Lally
and R) Valentine ran faultlessly
throughout the 24 Hours to
take the Californianteam’s first
victory at Daytona since its
shock outrightwinin 2003.
Farnbacher had to make do
with a fifth in class aftera spate
of driveshaft problems.

TRG 911 GT3 uses stealthratherthan speedtoscore GT classvictory

“There'snosuchthingasa
freelunch,” said TRGboss
Kevin Buckler later. "We knew
we could run quicker if we set
them up lower and had them
scraping along the ground,
butthisisa24-hourrace.”

Porsche sources revealed
that the lowerride height on
the Farnbacher carswas to the
detriment of driveshaft life.
One by one, the German-
Americanteam’s cars
succumbedto failures.

The quickest of the team’s
entries, which included Wolf
Henzler, Dirk Werner and
Richard Westbrook onits
driving strength, lost ground
inthe eighth hour. The
Farnbacher flag was then flown
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by Dominik Farnbacher, Kevin
Roush, Matthew Marsh and
Eric Lux, which looked
favourite for GT honours until
it raninto driveshaft problems
inthe 20th hour.

TRG had already
agreed thatitsbest
two carswould hold
station if the
Farnbacher Porsche
hit problems. That
ensured thewin for
Bergmeisterand co,
buttheteam'’s
decision turned out
to be academicwhen
the second-placed
carinwhich Porsche
factory drivers
Emmanuel Collard

ondatend ofthe hour

damaged exhaust, which was
causing the gearbox to overheat.
Team boss Taylor had to make an
unscheduled stopinthe night
when tyre debris caughtfirein
the frontrightwheelarch and
thenthe team endured a delay
changingthefrontbrakeson
Sunday morning.

“Eachtimewewere ableto
gain the lap back,” explained
Taylor,who only drove one double
stint during the night, “and most
ofthat was down to Max.”

Fourth place wasadecent,
even surprising, result forthe
Dallara DP0O1, which was making
its 24-hour debut. Taylor'steam

and Richard Lietz were joined
by Spencer Pumpelly, Tim
George and Ted Ballou lost
acouple oflapswith arear
suspension problem.

Third place wentto the

0700

hiteachother

HOUR 17

Franchitti straight-tines the Bus Stop.
Alapislostattending to theright-
front brake. Angelelli and France

Penske Riley-Po
needed rear-end wo

had beenwaiting for an engin:
problem that afflicted all its fel
Ford runnerstoraiseits headf
the best part oftherace.
“Ithas been mentionedtol
butwe've decidedtoraceone
hard as possible,” said Taylor.
“We've got to be positive.”
The gremlin on the Roush/
Yates Ford VBsresultedinthe
retirement of the two Michael
Shank Racing Rileys, the Dora
team’s Dallara, the two Krohn
Lolas and the AIM Autosport R
The problem was traced to th
crankshaft trigger wheel work
loose andwas believed tobet
result of a faulty batch of part:

Wright Motorsports Porsche
driven by Sascha Maassen,
Patrick Pilet, B| Zacharias an
Phillip Martien. Its only issue
was throttle problem that
afflicted itthroughout the r:

Racet's Group Porsche
to ped GT class hattle

0800

HOUR

Dumas stopswith driveshaft
Carispushed backtoitsgara
losing 15 laps



AJ Allmendingerretired the
best of the MSR Rileys from the
leadin the sixth hour, while its
sister car, whose roster of drivers
included Oswaldo Negriand Ryan
Hunter-Reay, was sitting pretty on
thelead lapwhenitwent outjust
before one-third distance. The
best ofthe Krohn Lolas, inwhich
Darren Turnerjoined Ricardo
Zontaand NicJonsson, was
getting fasterand fasterwhen
itconked outjust 10 minutes
after Allmendinger.

The Doran Dallara, which was
runningan older-spec engine,
lastedlonger and had already
been delayed with a steering
problemwhenitretired on
Sunday morning. The car, shared
by Memo Gidley, Brad Jaeger,
Fabrizio Gollin and Matteo Bobbi,
wasrunning seventhwhen it
wentoutinthe 17th hour.

Itsretirement allowed the
GAINSCO Riley driven by Alex
Gurney, Jon Fogarty, Jimmie
Johnsonand Jimmy Vasserto take
seventh. The Pontiac-powered
car, which Gurney reckoned was
“hopeless onthe straights”,
wouldn't have been a contender
evenwithout two long stops.

The Childress-Howard
Crawford was the first of the
second-string DPs homein
eighth place. The Pontiac-
engined DPO3 driven by Andy
Wallace, Rob Finlay, Danica Patrick
and Casey Mearslost 20 laps
early ontrying to solve multiple
electrical problemsthat plagued
thecartothe endoftherace.

“We've gotalarms going off
zlloverthe place,” said former
DaytonawinnerWallace. "We've
fixed one short circuit, butwe
thinkthere’sanotherone. We
daren’ttrytofixit, because we
mightnot getit started again.”

Wallace haswon all the big
enduros, but for Donohue this
wasthefirstforthe sonofan
Americanroadracing legend.
He tried to play down the
significance of his triumph,
comingzsitdid40yearsafter
his father shared victory with
Chuck Parsonsin a Penske-run
LolaT70.

“I'm certainly very proud of my
fatherand his achievements, but
itreallyisa coincidence thatl've
managed to nail thisrace onthe
40thanniversary,” he said. “He’s
beendead quite sometimeand
thisoneisreally f

orthe Brumos
guyswhohave putall the effort

—

intoturnthisteamaround.” =

ashetakestothe bankingat Turn 7.
Almostimmediately Dixon loses
nose and hasto pitforrepairs

_ Patrick and Franchitti
both finishedintop10

‘ Brumos Racing

REPORT

DAYTONA 24 HOURS |

Prototypes swamp
GT carson theinfield

>

s.unTrust Dallara took
fourth on 24-hour debut

>

hitsdriveshaftproblemsand hasto
pitforrepairs. TRGPorschesnowrun
one-twoinGT

1 David Donohue (USA)/Antonio Garcia (E)/Darren Law (USA)/Buddy Rice (USA) Riley-Porsche MkXI 24h00m26465s  1m40.540s 1
2 _Scott Pruett (USA)/Juan Pablo Montoya (C0)/Memo Rojas (MEX) Ganassi with Sabates  Riley-Lexus MKXI/XX _ +0.167s Imdl0les 4
3 _Joao Barhosa (P)/Terry Borcheller (USA)/JC France (USA)/Hurley Haywood (USA) Brumos Racing Riley-Porsche MkXI +31969s 1m4l375s 7
4 Max Angelelli (I)/Pedro Lamy (P)/Brian Frisselle (USA)/Wayne Taylor (USA) SunTrust Racing (Taylor) Dallara-Ford DPO1 +37054s Imdl3lls 5
5 Scott Dixon (NZ)/Datio Franchitti (GB)/Alex Lioyd (GB) Ganassi with Sabates Riley-Lexus MkxXI -4 laps Imdl3les 6
6 Timo Bernhard (D)/Romain Dumas (F)/Ryan Briscoe (AUS) Penske Racing Riley-Porsche MkXX 18 laps 1Im40541s 2
7 Alex Gurney (USA)/Jon Fogarty (USA)/Jimmie Johnson (USA)/Jimmy Vasser (USA) GAINSCO/Stallings Riley-Pontiac MkXI/XX -21 laps Im4lebes 9
8 Andy Wallace (GB)/Rab Finlay (USA)/Casey Mears (USA)/Danica Patrick (USA) Childress-Howard Msports Crawford-Pontiac DPO3 33 laps Im45070s 18
9 Andy Lally (USA)/Jorg Bergmeister (D)/Patrick Long (USA)/Justin Marks (USA)/RJ Valentine (USA) TRG Porsche GT3 Cup (GT) 40 laps 1m49540s 21
10 Spencer Pumpelly (USA)Emmaruel Collard (F)/Richar Lietz (A)/Ted Ballou (USA)/Tim Geotye Jr (USA) TRG Porsche GT3 Cup (GT)  -41 laps 1m50.109s 26
11 Sascha Maassen (D)/Patrick Pilet (F)/BJ Zacharias (USA)/Phillip Martien (USA) Wright Motorsports Parsche GT3 Cu(g (GT) -44 laps 1m50517s 30
12 Paul Edwards (USA)/Jan Magnussen (DK)/Kelly Collins (USA) Banner Racing Pontiac GXPR (GT) -46 laps 1m51.2365 34
13 Dominik Farnbacher (D)/Eric Lux (USA)/Matthew Marsh (GB)/Kevin Roush (USA) Farnhacher Loles Racing Porsche GT3 Cup (GT) 47 laps 1m50.234s 28
14 Robin Liddell (GB)/Jeff Bucknum (USA)/Andrew Davis (USA) Stevenson Motorsports Pontiac GXPR (GT) 51 laps 1mb51481s 38
15 Richard Westhrook (GB)/Steve Johnson (USA)/Dave Lacey (CON)/Robert Nearn (GB)/James Sofronas (USA) Farnbacher Loles acing Porsche GT3 Cup (GT) -55 laps 1m51.376s 37
16 Dirlc Werner (D)/Wolf Henzler (D)/Leh Keen (USA)/Dominik Farnbacher (D)/Richard Westbrook (GB) Farnbacher Loles Racing Porsche GT3 CIJH) (GT) -59 [aps 1m49.946s 25
17 Jeff Segal (USA)/Emil Assentato (USA)/Nick Longhi (USA)/Matt Plumh (USA) SpeedSource Mazda RX-8 (GT) -60 laps 1m49.822s 23
18 Randy Pohst (USA)/Shane Lewis (USA)/Gerardo Bonilla (PR)/Jerome Jacalone (USA)/Joe Jacalone (USA)  Gotham Competition Porsche GT3 Cup (GT) -60 laps 1m50.206s 27
19 Chris ?_phe Bouchut (F)/Raphael Matos (BR)/Scott Tucker (USA)/Ed Zahinski (USA) Level 5 Motorsports Riley-BMW MicXX -70 laps 1md1.569s 8
20 Ricky Taylor (USA)/Jared Beyer (USA)/David Martinez (MEX)/Jordan Taylor (USA) Beyer Racing ] Riley-Pontiac MicXI -3 laps 1m42.058s 1
23 Guy Cosmo (USA)/Jason Pridmore (USA)/Scott Russell (USA)/Jeff Ward (USA) Spirit of Daytona Racing Coyate-Porsche CC/08/01  -B6 laps 1m42475s 13
26 Pierre Kaffer (D)/Allan Simonsen (DK)/Giacomo Petrobelli (1)/Gahrio Rosa (1)/Giorgio Rosa (1) Farnbacher Loles Racing Porsche GT3 Cup (GT) -113 laps 1m51.254s 35
28  Sylvain Tremblay (USA)/Jonathan Bomarito (USA)/Nick Ham (GB)/David Haskell (USA) SpeedSaurce Mazda RX-8 (GT) -144 laps 1m49445s 20
31 Memo Gidley (USA)/Matteo Bobbi (1)/Fabrizio Gollin (I)/Brad Jaeger (USA) Doran Racing Dallara-Ford DPO1 504 laps - engine 1m42.740s 14
34 Tracy Krohn (USA)/Oliver Gavin (GB)/Eric van de Poele (B) Krohn Racing Lola-Ford BOB/70 374 laps - engine 1m44.041s 15
36 Nathan Swartzbaugh (USA)/Max Papis (I)/Luca Drudi (1)/Cesar Campanico (P)/Jay Wilton (USA) Mastercar - Coast 2 Costa Ferrari 430 Challenge (GT) 324 laps - electrical ~ 1m52402s 45
38 Burt Frisselle (USA?/David Empringham (CDN)/John Farano (CDN)/Alex Figge (USA)/Mark Wilkins (CON)  AIM Autosport Riley-Ford MkXI/X 301 laps - engine 1m42.086s 12
39 Ryan Dalziel (GB)/Tomas Enge (CZ)/Catlos de Quesada (USA)/Chapman Ducote R?SA)/Jean-Franmis Dumoulin (CON) Alegra Motorsports Riley-BMW MkXI 292 laps - acc damage  1m40915s 19*
41 Oswaldo Negri (BR)/Colin Braun (USA)/Ryan Hunter-ReakV (USA)/Mark Patterson (ZA) Michagl Shank Racing Riley-Ford MkXI/XX 262 laps - engine 1m41.796s 10
44 Leo Hindery (USA)/Darren Manring (GB)YBHI Laster (US )/I(gle Petty (USA) Orbit Racing Riley-BMW MkXI 216 laps - engine 1m52.108s 16
45 Johannes van Overbeek (USA)/Jim Lowe (USA)/Jim Pace (USA)/Tim Sugden (GB) JLowe Racing (Farnbacher Loles) Porsche GT3 Cup (GT) 201 laps - driveshaft  1m50.573s 31
46 Ricardo Zonta (BR)/Nic Jonsson (S)/Darren Turner (GB) Krohn Racing Lola-Ford BO8/70 159 laps - engine 1m40.892s 3
47 Michael Valiante (CDN)/AJ Allmendinger (USA)/Tan James (GB)/John Pew (USA) Michael Shank Racing Rilay-Ford MkxX 153 laps - engine 1m40.651s 17

Starters 49, Winner's average speed 108992mph. Fastest lap Dumas, Im41537s, 126.220mph. In each car, first-named driver set qualifying time and started the race. *Grid penalty.

NEXT ROUND Virginia International Raceway (USA), April 25

1100

IR 21

Spiritof Daytona Coyote catchesfire
inpitsasaresultoffuelleak. Caris
able to continue afterrepairs

Lead Brumos
Rileyattop ofthe hour

1500

byjustasecondanda half

1400

HOUR23 HOUR 24

Final caution period: fourleaderswith Donohue beats Barbosa out of pits,
Montoyaatfront of queue separated

i harries Montoya andfinally takes
i leadwith25lapstogo. Crosses
i line0.167secahead
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RACE REPORT

AIGP
Taupo
Z3-25109
ROUND 4/9

Jani gets points for the Swiss

Reigning champions NeelJaniand Team Switzerland ended upontopinNZ
afteraday battling Ireland’s Adam Carroll. MARK GLENDENNING reports

ITTOOK asmall
mechanical glitch
to slow Adam
&% Carroll'sfortification

ofA’l Team Ireland’s points
lead at Taupo last weekend.
Switzerland’s NeelJaniwas
able to take advantage of the
greencar's pitlane problem
to claim the feature-race win.

Carrollhad been on target

-foraclean sweep of the round,

having already taken pole for
bothracesand won the sprint
earlierin the day, but his
progresswasinterrupted just

afterhisteam completedthe
second compulsory pitstop.
Ireland and Switzerland had
pitted on the same lap, and
Carroll'sone-second lead just
prior to pitting should have
beenenoughto ensure that
he’d keep hisadvantage when
the pairrejoined. His stop went
asplanned but, moments after
Carroll pulled back into pitlane,
his car stalled—coincidentally,
right next to the Swiss team,
whichwasjust preparing to
send Janion his way.
“Everything was going
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well until the pitstop,” Carroll
said. "I don't really knowwhat
happened, otherthanthe
anti-stallcamein, and then
the engine stalled, and then

I got going again.”

By then, Janiwas already
underway. "l saw Adam next
tomeandlheard hisengine
rewving on the limiter, so |
thoughtthere mustbe a
problem,” he said. “I kepton
my side and took him like that.”

Carroll'slife was made more
difficult by the fact that Jani
managedto feed back onto

the circuitjust ahead ofa
gaggle of midfielders, which
theIreland carlanded squarely
inthe middle of. By the time
Carroll had cleared them Jani
was 2.6sec up the road. With
the pair so evenly matched for
pace,therewasn’t much
Carroll could do about the gap.
Alateflicker of hope for
Ireland came when Satrio
Hermanto tried taking one of
the corners backwards and
ended up beachingthe
Indonesian entry, prompting a

brief spell behind the safety car.

ButJanimadea perfect restart
andvictory was secured afew
lapslater. It was a good result
for the Swiss driver, not least
because he’dbeensoillatthe
start of the previous week that
doctors suspected meningitis

“ltmust be the weather
inNew Zealand,” he joked.
“Ithink all the fresh and
clean airhelped me.”

Pitstop dramas aside, most
ofthe interesting moments ¢+
the race took place on the firs:
lap, andindeed itwasthen th=
Janilaid the foundations for t~:
winthatwas to follow with a
brilliant start from fifth on the
grid. His progress was helpec
by Robert Doornbos bogging
the Netherlands car down
slightly from third, and then
spending the run to the first
cornertrying unsuccessfully
to stop Australia’s John Martir
from getting past.

Portugal's Filipe Albuquerqus



~«< offthelineand
“lampedto
=zningthat

ALLPICS: AIGP

Jani returned to number
one with feature win

virtually side-by-side with the
Ireland car before conceding
thelead onthewaytoTurn 3.
With Ireland, Switzerland
and Portugal all running to
such asimilar pace, the
Portuguese team optedtocall

. Doornbos and Albugueryue
both picked up a third place

Carroll chased Janihome
after late-race safety car

Albuquerque infor hisfirst stop
fourlapslaterthan Carrolland
Jani.Onelap earlierandthe
strategy might have worked,
but Albuquerque lostatiny bit
oftime on hisin-lap, and found
himself staring at the back of
the Swisscaragainwhen he
rejoined. Third was stilla good
result, although Albuguerque
still felt that a better position
wason the cards.

“The speedwas really there
thisweekend,” he said. “ltwas
justa matter of track position,
andbeinginfront.”

Behind them, Team Australia
neverlooked like threatening
the podium finishers, but fourth
was still a good outcome from
ateamthat's showingsigns
of getting to gripswith the
second-generation ATGP car.
Martin equalled the nation’s
best-ever A1 qualifying
positionwhen he putthe car
fourth onthe grid, and enjoyed

arelatively peacefulruntothe
flag. There was a touch of
redemptionintheresulttoo;
Martin had thrown away a
points-scoring finishinthe
sprintracewhen he clouteda
tyre stack atthe chicane and
broke his suspension.

Doornbos, meanwhile, was
disappointed with fifth, but the
Netherlands carwas certainly
entertaining towatch.The
Dutchman dropped tofifth at
the start,and then lost some
time during the first pitstop and
fellbehind Loic Duval of Team
France. Despite Doornbos’s
best efforts, sixth looked to be
where he was destined to stay,
but then he and Duval found
themselvesimmediately
behind the Indonesia car
when it spun off. Duval was
momentarily unsettled, and
Doornbos took the opportunity
toduck up theinside.

There were the usual tales of

“

|

" REPORT
'AIGP TAUPO

Va_n der Dﬂﬂ: ;lll‘l’ﬂ:: liot
agood home race for NZ

woe elsewhere among the field,
Unfortunately forthe home
crowd, one of those came from
the garage of Team New
Zealand. Chrisvan der Drift was
already disappointedat only
managing to qualify 10th for
the feature race, butthe
situation quickly worsened
when he suffered an anti-stall
problem atthe startandfellto
the back of the field. He was
trying to make up lost ground
on thefirstlapwhen hisleft-rear
touched Team Lebanon’s front
wing, forcing Daniel Morad to
retire and sending van der Drift
backintothe garage for
puncture repairs. Herejoined a
lap down, effectively ending his
interestin the afternoon.

ltwas an equally frustrating
weekend for Dan Clarke, who
was making hisfirstappearance
inarace carformorethana
yearwith Team Great Britain.
After blowing out the =
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(= cobwebsin practice and
qualifying, Clarke was battling
Team USA's Marco Andretti
inthe sprintrace and got past
justastheyellows came out
for China’s spinning Franky
Cheng, forcing Clarke to give
the position back. Better things
were onthe cardsinthefeature,
but this timeitwas Clarke who
spun.While hewasable to
continue, the errorcost the
team a probable pointsfinish.
The stewards were also kept
busy, with Cheng being dealt
a drive-through penalty for
leaving the pitswith therear
ackstillattached. Andretti was
sighth acrosstheline onthe
track, butlaterdroppedto 11th
/nenhereceiveda 25sec
- ost-race penalty for a fairly
- zizntbreachoftherule that

forbids crossing the white line
on the pit exit. Team Brazil’s
Felipe Guimaraes was similarly
penalised for clumsily turning
inon Team Monaco’s Clivio
Piccione, damaging both cars.
Earlierinthe day, Carroll
enjoyed arelatively uneventful
pole-to-flagwinin the sprint
race, withJanitaking
Switzerland’s first-ever New
Zealand podium for second
and Doornbos finishing third.
Forthefirsttimein ATGP
history the sprintrace had a
standing start—the one-off
change was beenintroduced
inan effortto avoid problems
of previous years caused by the
shortrunfromthe startline to
thefirst corner. ltworked, and
everyone made a reasonably
good getaway exceptvan der

‘ Janichecksthe vintaﬁe
as Carroll downs his

Drift, who locked up on
thewayinto Turn 1 andwas
consequently two positions
worse off on the way out
the nextcorner.

Out ofluckwere Doornbos
and Albuquerque, both
ofwhom had the speedto
win but were each delayed
inthe tight pitlane.

Lastweekend might have
been A1GP'slastvisittothe
picturesque little Taupo circuit,
with the new track at Hampton
Downs, just south of Auckland,
tipped to step in nextseason.
Taupo’'sslightly pokey track
layout may not be missed, and
norwill the dust, but the setting
andthewelcome are second-
to-none.Hampton Downs
will have some big jandles’
tofillin season five.
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Clarke fills in for Watts

Champ Carrefugee up againstit for Britain

AYEAR out of the saddle has done little to dampen Dan Clarke’s
sense of humour. "Shhh..” he says, staring at a blowfly that
appears to have passed out on a table in the hospitality area.
“You'll wake it. We should puta medical call out—severely
dehydrated fly; possible sunstroke.”

Ex-Champ Car racer Clarke, who was standing in for new father
Danny Watts, was somewhat disappointed with his comeback race
meeting, particularly the spinin the feature. “Everybody putin 110
per cent thisweekend,” he said. “But, given the way the weekend
wentdown, Ithink collectively we've done a greatjob.”

Itsounds like standard driver-speak, but Team GBR was very much
up againstitin Taupo, with one team member out with a broken
pelvis and another having to skip the race for personal reasons. The
shortfall made for some drastic reshuffling— chief engineer James
Goodfield took charge of the tyres, leaving team principal Katie
Clements to step into the engineer's role on the radio, while rookie
driver James Winslow was put on front-jack duty for the pitstops.

“l wore my race helmet!” Winslow grinned. “It was all right,
actually—|like being hands-on anyway.”

Clementsis hoping to have the team back to full strengthin
South Africa, but said that the first priority was catching up onsome
sleep. “Itwas all hands on deck,” she said. "It was pretty tough,
with the late nights, although the boys are used to that after
the all-nighter at Chengdu.”

> Clarke in car; Winslow on ——

CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE

i m40. m14.507s 1 Switzerland Jani 1h06m19.574s Im15.053s 5.l

2 ! 1 Switzerland Neel Jani +1488s 1m15.202s 4 2 Ireland Carroll +1.047s 1ml441ls J G 52
3 Netherlands Rohert Doornbos +3559s 1ml4.772s 2 3 Portugal Albuquerque  +2.379s 1ml4.843s 5.43 49
- France Loic Duval +8.594s 1m15.360s 5 4 ¢ Australia Martin +10.593s 1ml14.976s 4 14 41
5 New Zealand Chris van der Drift +]1.6665 1m15457s 6 |5 __" Netherlands  Doornbos +14.402s 1ml4.676s PR 38
6 Portugal Filipe Albuquerque +]2.6655 1m14.788s 3 6 France Duval +17423s 1m15423s 746 35
7 Italy Edoardo Piscopo +14.959s 1m15.614s 8 7 India Karthikeyan +20.215s 1m15.699s oy 31
8 sl Malaysia Fairuz Fauzy +15.797s 1ml15.710s 9 8 Italy Piscopo +23.1565 1m15942s 15 |8 30
9 India Narain Karthikeyan +20973s 1ml6.146s 4 19 South Africa  Zaugg +23347s 1ml6.164s 16 |9 17
10 E Soath Africa Adrian Zaugg +22.030s 1m15917s 1 |10 S8 Malaysia Fauzy +26.832s 1m15.2465 6 |10 USA 16
1 Monaco Clivio Piccione +24.281s 1m16424s 16 il @ USA Andretti +457995" 1m15.527s 8 10 Great Britain 16
12 g Usa Marco Andretti +30.565s 1m16.791s 1 12 SIS GreatBritain  Clarke -1 lap 1m15902s 14 12 % Ttaly 9
13 SIS Great Britain Dan Clarke +31.005s 1ml16.347s 15 13 New Zealand  van der Drift 1lap 1m15.622s 10 1 ® Monaco 9
-‘ = Indo_nesia Sa_;rio Hermanto +372 3615 1ml7266s 19 14 Chim_a Ch?ng -1lap Im17184s 19 i Tndia 5
15 o8 Brazil Felipe Guimaraes +33134s Im607s 13 |15 ., Brazil Guimaraes 1 lap* 1m15.812s 12 :

16 E Mexico Salvador Duran +40.601s m5972s 12 |R B Mexico Duran 43 laps - puncture 1m15.8925 13 (15= Brazil 4
R China Franky Cheng 11 laps - spin Iml6885s 18 |R =¥ Indonesia Hermanto 42 laps - spin 1m16.783s 18 [15= @, Korea 4
R #& |ehanon Daniel Morad 8 faps - suspension 1m15.839s 10 R == Monaco Piccione 33 laps - spin 1m16.735s 17 [15= China 4
R ﬁ Australia John Martin 5 laps - suspension 1m15.504s 7 R & Lebanon Morad 1 lap - accident 1m15587s 9 18 & Lebanon 3

Winner's average spead 9333mph. Fastest fap Albuquerque, 1m14.898s, 99.17mph. *Post-race time
er’s average speed 94.39mph. Fastest lap Jani, Im15.021s, 99.05mph. penalty. Championship points: in sprint race 10-8-6-5-4-3-2-1 for top 8 finishers, plus 1 for fastest lap; in
‘ feature race, 1512-10-8-6-5-4-3-2-1 for top 10 finishers, plus 1 for fastest [ap. All drivers in ALGP-Ferrari,
‘ NEXT ROUND Kyalami (ZA), February 22
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SERGIOPEREZ scoopedhis
maiden GP2 Aslavictorywitha
controlled display of aggression
in the Sakhirsprintrace last
weekend. But the bigwinnerin
the Middle Eastwas]apanese
ace Kamui Kobayashi, who took
victoryinthelongerfeaturerace
toincrease hischampionship
lead fromthree pointsto 10
over Davide Valsecchi.

Allthree were putinthe shade
in qualifying by GP2 debutant
Nico Hulkenberg. The Formula 3
Euroseries champion put his
ART caron animpressive pole
position, and he convertedthat
into afirst-cornerleadatthe
startof Friday's featurerace. He
and the fast-starting Kobayashi—
who beat his front-row-starting
DAMS team-mate Jerome
d’Ambrasiointo second by
Turn 1 —swiftly pulled away
from the rest of the field to build
afive-secondleadbylap 10.

Kobayashi,whowasrunninga
higher-downforce set-up than
Hulkenberg, was far quicker over
the course of alap and frequently
pressuredthe Germaninto
locking up hisinside-frontwheel
into the braking zones, buthe
lacked the straightline speed

- necessary to passhim.

After 13 laps of climbingall
over Hulkenberg's tail, the
ToyotaF1 testdriverfinally
grabbedthetop spotwitha
daring outbraking move at

Turn1fromalongway back.

As Kobayashi pulled away,
d’Ambrosio—who had passed
another GP2 debutant, Edoardo
Mortara, on lap five—closedright
onto Hulkenberg'stailasthe
mandatory pitstopsloomed.

Hulkenberg probably wishes
that pitstops were not afeature
of GP2racing, ashis ART crew
struggledto change hisright-
rearwheelandtyre, costing him
five seconds and dropping him
behindthe Arden car of Mortara.

The pair fought over third for
the remainder ofthe race, but
could donothing about either
Kobayashior d’Ambrosio, who
gave DAMS a 1-2finish at this
level for the first time since Allan
McNish and Erik Comas did
likewise in Formula 3000 at
Silverstone 19 yearsago. It
wasalso thefirst 1-2 forany
teamin GP2 Asia.

“Itwasareally greatrace for
me,” said Kobayashi, “especially
to pass Nico. Before the straight
thereisacornerwhere we need
alotofdownforce.It'snoteasy
tofollow the car[closely] after
that. That'swhyittook me so
longto overtake him.The one
time | really tried to pass him
wasthe goodone.”

Shanghai sprint-race winner
Valsecchidrove well after
qualifying his Durango car back
in 10th. He was up to seventh by
the end ofthe stopsandthen
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passed Renault World Series
champion Giedo van der Garde’s
iSport machine and the Piquet
GP entry of Roldan Rodriguez
withinthe final seven laps of
therace toenditinfifth.
Camposdriver Perez, who
came home eighth, inherited
pole position for the reverse-grid
sprintrace. The Mexican sped
away atthe starttoopenupan
instant 1.5-second lead, while
fellow front-row startervander
Garde hadto startfromthe
pitlane afterencountering gear-
selection problems on the grid.
British F3 graduate Perez held
thatadvantage formostofthe
race, but came under pressure
from Valsecchilate on, who
narrowed the gap tojusthalfa
secondwith twolapsleft. The
Italian never quite got close
enough tothe back of Perez's
carand hadto settle for second
onwhatwas his 22nd birthday.

Kobayashi beat DAMS
team-mateflr'Aml:rosioA :

D’Ambrosiowas again
fighting his way towards the
front, after starting seventh. Earl
Bamber (Meritus) and Kobayashi
were the first to be dispatched.
Spanish duo Rodriguez and
JavierVilla(Super Nova) —who
gotupto secondwith a super-
late-braking move at the first
corner, onlytorunwide and drop
back—soonwentthe same
waytoleave the Belgianina
comfortable fourth spot.

But d’Ambrosio was not
quite done. Hulkenberg braked
too late forthe downhill left-
handerleading onto the back
straight and was powerless
to stop the DAMS machine
getting alongside him between
Turns8and 9,and then nosing
inside to make it two podiums
inas many days.

Hulkenberg took another
fourth, with Villaand Kobayashi
completing the points scorers.

Perezled Valsecchia
therest all the way

Rodriguezhad been among
them too until being forced to
back off late on due to excessiv
brake wear. He spun offonthe
penultimate lap, dropping to
third in the pointsin the proces

Britain’s James Jakes spun oL
inrace two after running over z
kerb andlosing control onthe
slippery run-off asphalt.

B Jamal Al Lariyah

RESULTS Race 11 Kamui Kobayashi, 34 laz
1h00m10.318s; 2 Jerome d'Ambrasio, +5.8¢
3 Edoardo Mortara; 4 Nico Hulkenberg; 5 D
Valsecchi; 6 Roldan Rodriguez, 7 Giedo van der Gz
8SergioPerez 9 javier Villa; 10 Vitaly Petrov. Fast
lap Kobayashi, 1m43.604s (116.851mph). Rac
1Perez,23 lapsin40m14.642s; 2 Valsecchi, +0.7-
3 d’Ambrosio; 4 Hulkenberg; 5 Villa; 6 Kobay:
7 Earl Bamber; 8 Mortara; 9 Luiz Razia; 10 Mz
Bonanomi. Fastest lap Diego Nunes, Tm43.9"
(116.504mph). Points 1 Kobayashi, 34; 2 Valsec
24; 3 Rodriguez, 22; 4 d’Ambrosio, 17; 5 Villa,
6 Perez, 10;7 Hulkenberg, 10; 8 Bamber, 8; 9 Petro.
10SakonYamamoto, 7.




SPEEDCAR SERIES
Sakhir (BRN),Rd2/6, January23-24

HERBERTDIPS
PASTFORWIN

JOHNNYHERBERT claimeda
thrilling last-lap Speedcarvictory
at Sakhir, taking advantage of an
errorunder pressure from long-
time leader Gianni Morbidellito
secure hisfirstwin of the season.
tarting from sixth onthe grid,
Herbert (MB Racing) quickly
atchedontothetail of the Italian
znd disputedthe lead for much of
therace. Butmidway through the

“~oidelli, watching his mirrors
“=rinanthetrackahead of
~ 7 7 =sedhisapexandslid wide
~T2thedustyrun-offarea
fthetrack.Hedid
nishsecond, still
207y zhead oftwo-time

i
[

'madeamistake and | paid for
i " Morpidellisaid. "What was

gooc thoughwasthatwehada
greatfight for much oftherace
anditwasclea
very much enjo

Another19
Alesi,wonthefirst 0
from Team Lavaggi's Heinz-
Harald Frentzen. The German

started from pole position but
madeabadstartandallowsad
Alesi,whoaddedasixthplacei
racetwo,torunand hide,
Frentzenrecoveredwell,
outbraking both Morbidelliand
Herbert to finish second. Afourth
placeinrace two puts him level
on points with defending
champion Herbertatthe top
ofthe standings, butwith no

-~
i

victoriesforthe German that puts
him second on countback.

[twas a disappointing
weekend for ltalian Vitantonio
Liuzzi,who arrived in Bahrain
leading the championship
after hisvictoryin Dubai.

He retired fromrace one
afteracollision with Chinese
racer Marchy Lee punctureda
tyre and, following a pitstop to
change it, the Force India test
driver suffered an engine fire.

British sportscarregular
Chris Buncombe, making his
Speedcardebut, collected a pair
of ninth places for Team Lavaggi,
finishing on the tail of team boss
GiovanniLavaggiinrace one
before beating the ex-Minardi F1
drivertotheflaginrace two.

B Jamal Al Lariyah

RESULTS Race 11 Jean Alesi, 19 laps in
40m37.701s; 2 Heinz-Harald Frentzen, +1.409s;
3 Johnny Herbert; 4 Gianni Morbidelli; 5 Hasher Al
Maktourn; 6 Thomas Biagi; 7 Damien Pasini; 8 Giovanni
Lavaggi; 9 Chris Buncombe; 10 Jacques Villeneuve,
Race 2 1 Herbert, 19 laps in 40m36.124s;
2 Morbidelli, +2.560s; 3 Biagi; 4 Frentzen; 5 Pasini;
6 Alesi; 7 Al Maktoum; 8 Vitantonio Liuzzi;
9 Buncombe; 10 Lavaggi. Points 1 Herbert, 21;
2 Frentzen, 21; 3 Morbidelli, 19; 4 Alesi, 13; 5 Liuzzi,
11; 6 Al Maktoum, 10; 7 Biagi, 9; 8 Pasini, 7;
9Villeneuve, 3;10 MarchyLee, 2.

Herbertis back
_to winning ways

TOYOTA
RACING SERIES

Taupo (N2),Rd 4/7, January 24-25

CUNNINGHAM
AHEADATHOME

INDYLIGHTS racer Mitch
Cunningham swept the Taupo
round ofthe Toyota Racing
Series, increasing his series lead
whilealso clinching the three-
round International Cup that runs
within the main championship.

Australian Scott Pye ended the
mini-series second,and 16-year-
old English karting star Will
Stevenswasthird.

Kiwi Cunningham’s recent
formhasbeenarevelation
tolocalfans, ashe hasbeen
significantly fasterand
more consistentthan he
waslastyear.

“lLastseasonwasall about
learning the carandthe tracks,
this one aboutusing that
informationtowin the title,” the
Giles Motorsport driver said after
winningallthree ATGP support
races, including the 20-lap Denny
Hulme Memorial Trophy.

The inexperienced Pye had
surprised with his paceinthe

Cuingham wasin
control of TRS races

previous two rounds, buthe
struggledwith set-up at
Taupo—therewasonly 20
minutes’ practice before
qualifying —andlostalot of
pointswithaspininrace one.

Stevenswas second overall for
theround, with afifthand two
second places. Fellow Briton
William Buller had the same
problem as Pye and could not
repeathisfine form from earlierin
the series, posting two fourths
andan 11thafterspinning. That
lefthim fourth equal inthe series.

Butthe Giles Motorsport pair
said the quickfire series—three
roundsin three weekends—had
gonewellforthem.

“It'sall good experience: nine
races,andyou learn something
ineveryrace,” Stevenssaid. “The
competition’s really good andit's
definitely been challenging.”

Bullersaidthat overall he'd
hadagoodseries: “lwonraces at
the first two meetings and | learnt
alotformy Formula BMW racing
in 2009,” he said.

Kiwi Sam MacNeill looked set
forhisfirst TRSvictoryinrace one,
butonthefinallap he pushedtoo
hard atthe sweeperbefore the
main straight, ran alittle wide and
Cunningham pounced. He
finished equal with Bullerin
the International Series.

B Bernard Carpinter

RESULTS Race 11 Mitch Cunningham, 101aps
in15m00.431s; 2 Sam MacNeill, +0.625s; 3 Michael
Burdett; 4 William Buller; S Will Stevens; 6 Alastair
Wootten. Race 2 1 Cunningham, 10 laps in
14m45.318s; 2 Stevens, +1.008s; 3 Burdett;
4 MacNeill; 5 Andrew Waite; 6 Scott Pye. Race 3
1 Cunningham 20 laps in 28m59.745s; 2 Stevens,
+2.274s; 3 Burdett; 4 Buller; 5 Daniel Jilesen; 6 Pye.
Points 1 Cunningham, 803; 2 Pye, 646; 3 MacNeill,
629;4Burdett, 570; 5 Jilesen, 543; 6 Stevens, 491.

Halliday and Lester
werein fine form

NEW ZEALAND
PORSCHEGT3CUP
DISCARDED A1GP duo Matt Halliday
andJonny Reid headed the non-
championship roundat Taupo. Halliday
partnered Jono Lestertowin both

the 50-minute races, which featured
amandatory driver change, with Reid
andJodyVincentsecond eachtime and
formerWorld Superbike and BTCC racer
Aaron Slight—sharingwith Darryn
Henderson—inthirdplace. Australian
V8 Supercarseries racerShane van
Gisbergenwon the shortersolo race.

GRAND-AM
KONICHALLENGE
BILLAUBERLEN and Matt Bell kicked
offthe Grand-Am Challenge season with
afinevictoryintheirTurner Motorsports
BMWM3 at Daytona. Auberlenlost the
lead tothe Ford Mustangs of Ken
Wilden/Dean Martin and Hugh Plumb/
Matt Plumbwith 25 lapsto go, butwas
able toslip byboth astheysuffered a
coming togethershortly afterwards, anc
held offthe more powerful car ofthe
Plumbstowinwithanexcellent display
ofdrivingon the infield section.
Wilden/Martin came home third.

ANDROS TROPHY
JEAN-PHILIPPEDAYRAUT continued
hisdomination ofthe 2009 series with
yetanotherdouble race winatSerre
Chevalierin France. The Skoda Fabia
driverwas quickestin qualifyingforboth
the Friday and Saturday rounds too but,
due to the quirky points system, still
onlyhasa29-pointlead overToyota's

= | AlainProstwith onlythisweekend’s

Clermont/Superbesse round
remaining. Prosthadasecond anda

.: fourth, while the opening race featured
= season’sbestresultsfor both Gregoire

Demoustier (Toyota) and Pierre Llorach

| (BMW) in second and third. Franck

Lagorce, third inthe second race with
his Renault Clio, isalsothirdin the
points, butis now 51 behind Dayraut.

MIDDLE EAST RALLY
CHAMPIONSHIP
NASSERAL-ATTIYAH got overhis
Dakar disappointmentofafortnight ago
bywinning the Qatar International Rally

| forthe seventhyearinarowand taking

anearlyleadinthe FIAMiddle East
Championship. The home hero drove
his Mitsubishi Lancer EvoXto a 2m25s
victory overthe Peugeot 207 of

SaudiArabia’s Yazeed Al-Rajhi, with

the Subaru Impreza of Khalid Al-Qassimi
and British co-driver Michael Orrin
third. Al-Attiyah’s co-driver Tina Thomer
became thefirstwoman towina

round of the series.
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FEATURE
'KTM X-BOW TRACK TEST

Dallara stickers give away
HTM racer's influence

rmold Schwarzenegger’s alien foe
‘The Predator’, if it drove a car, would
undoubtedly choose the KTM X-Bow,

The sci-fi looks of the X-Bow (it’s
pronounced ‘crossbow’, but it’s hard
to read it that way) portray a beast
of a car, the bright-orange paintjob
making it glow against the dull, grey
winter skies of northern Italy. But is this a sheep in
wolf’s clothing? A drive around Varano, the de facto
Dallara test track, will reveal all.

I’s no Nordschleife, that’s for sure. In fact, it’s more
of an overgrown kart track. But it’s just a stone’s throw
from Dallara’s Parma headquarters, where the aero
work on bike maker KTM’s first-ever road car, and
it's GT4-class racing sibling, was completed.

The fruits of the windtunnel time aren’t clear to
see when the Sports Light version of the X-Bow is
lined up next to the road-going version. At first glance
they appear pretty similar. The X-Bow’s already
stripped down to the bare minimum - no frills
here, not even a windscreen. But a closer look
reveals some not-so-subtle tweaks.

At the back, the twin exhausts have been
repackaged into a single, compact tailpipe, while a
small spoiler channels the aero flow from the back of
the reptilian bodywork. Further forward, turning vanes
spring up from the floor, conditioning the turbulent
air coming off the exposed front wheels.

It’s a cold, wintry day in northern Italy, but at least it’s
dry. KTM has flown a group of hacks out for the launch
of the X-Bow Cup - a series of one-make championships
to run within existing series across Europe - and to get
a feel for what the well-heeled gentlemen drivers who
are being targeted will get for their €80,000.

For starters, they’ll need to be at least slightly
sprightly to get into the thing. Neither version has
any doors, and there’s an exposed carbonfibre floor to
traverse before you can even attempt to step into the
driving seat. I'm told the floor can take 100kg and, as
I've only had a light breakfast, 'm confident enough
to step onto it before striding into the car and slipping
down into the snug driving position.

There’s no adjustment for the seat; instead there’s
a lever that alters the pedal position. I quickly find a =4

Yarano circuit is about
£ he Hit up by HTM
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KTM X-BOW TRACK TEST

= comfortable solution, so all that remains is to pop the

quick-release steering wheel back on and fire her up.
The engine is basically a warmed-up version of

the 2.0-litre, straight-four, turbo unit found in the

Volkswagen Golf GTi. Yet, despite these humble

roots, the racing exhaust gives it a surprisingly

menacing roar befitting the car’s ungodly looks.

L-BOWHMITS ITS TARGET
After a series of reconnaissance laps in the road-spec
version, I know which way the track twists and turns.
But, ominously, my chance to get behind the wheel of
the racer is delayed as the car develops a problem with
its brakes. It turns out to be a minor installation issue,

and pretty soon I'm ambling down the pitlane, diligently

observing the 10kph limit, before nailing it, lighting up
the rears briefly as I pass orange marker cones.

Despite a host of minor differences between the
GT4 and standard versions, the racer initially feels
almost identical, aside from the shorter pedal travel
of the heavier clutch. It’s only as I start to relax and
bond with the car that the quicker gearchange and
ever-so-slightly stiffer suspension become perceptible.
Everything is just more toned and begs to be pushed
harder, to have its limits tested.

The chassis is nicely balanced and doesn’t punish

overeagerness or stupidity as harshly as I was
expecting. Coming out of the penultimate corner,
a tight, third-gear right-hander, I get a bit heavy with
the right foot and the rear end makes for an escape,
but with a dab of oppo it’s all collected up and, with
my confidence boosted, I start another lap.

As my pace increases and I lean on the car more, it
becomes clear that under heavy braking the rear gets
very light. It’s disconcerting at first, as there’s virtually
no feel or sensation of what it’s doing, but it never
seems to get worse than just squirming about. My
feelings are confirmed later when regular X-Bow racer
Catharina Felser gives me a demo run and the car
behaves exactly the same.

While it may be a bit nervous on the anchors, it’s
predictable and dependable through the corners.
There’s a general tendency to understeer, so there are
armfuls of lock required through the twists of Varano.
There’s only one quick turn, a fourth-gear flik-flak
chicane, and here you get the sensation that the aero
parts are coming into play as the car feel squashed
into the ground and reassuringly secure.

Scary-looking KTM not
most beautiful of cars

There’s plenty of torque from the turbocharged
engine, so much so that in our pre-drive briefing Dutch
racer Dennis Retera explains that there’s nothing to be
gained from dropping to second through the slow stuff.
He advocates keeping it in third instead, and letting
the torque drag it out of the bends.

This great dollop of low-down power, combined with
a mean set of semi-slick Pirelli tyres, means the X-Bow
was the star of its class in the wet during its first season
of racing in GT4 in 2008 (although with the open top,
it can’t have been the most enjoyable experience for
the drivers). And that’s the point really with this type
of car. While the racing is obviously taken seriously,
the events are there so that the owners of these cars
can have a bit of fun. And that’s ultimately how the
X-Bow should be judged.

It's an entertaining car to drive, but one that should
hold no fears for the inexperienced. It’s quick enough
in road-car terms, but not intimidating at all, which
should make for a great arrive-and-drive proposition.
And that’s exactly what KTM is offering: the chance
to have the car centrally prepared and run by Reiter
Engineering, leaving the owner/driver free to
concentrate on his race preparation and nailing his
braking points and racing lines. =

kerﬁ shaped By !é‘ara;;ﬁ
neighbour Dallara

You have to step on the
floor; avoid mini-wing!

stirring racing noise

A © MAKE Ginetta §%,&i§t [FR
MODEL X-Bow GT : MODEL G50 GT4 MODEL Aspid Sport GT4
PRICE £€82,700 . PRICE £47,200 PRICE E78 255 PRIC %95 000 RICE
POWER 236bhp POWER 300bhp POWER 270bhp POWER 270bhp POWER 210bhp
TORQUE 229Ib ft TORQUE 250Ib ft TORGQUE 181Ib ft TORQUE 2250b ft TORQUE 2361b ft

ERCINE VW/Audi 1984cc
in-line four with turbo
£20PH 3.9sec
TODBSPEER 137mph
WEILHT 825kg

GREAT TRACTION,

solid handling but lack

of top speed has hampered
the X-Bow to date. Central
preparation makes it a great
way in to GT racing for the
enthusiastic amateur.

IME Ford 3500cc V6
62MPH 3.9sec

P SPEEET 154mph
WEIGHT 950kg

NOW GRANTED permission
to compete in international
GT4 events, the G50

was unbeatable in the
British GT Championship
throughout its first year

in competition.
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EMGINE Toyota 1796c¢cc in-line

- four with supercharger

-562MPH 3.7sec

EL} 150mph

| WEIGHT 900kg

- THERETURN of an iconic

brand to the race track
is reason enough to be
cheerful. Based on the rave
reviews that the road-going

: version received, this should

be one to beat.

ENGINE Honda 1997¢cc
in-line four

SPEED 155mph
HT 900kg

DRAMATIC-LOOKING
Spanish creation designed

. to function as a road and

race car. Supercharged version
too powerful for GT4, so it'll

be the atmo machine that
takes to the racetracks.

ENGINE Audi 1781cc

in-line four with turbocharger
0-52hPH 4.5sec

T0P ‘"%% 150mph

WEILHT 750kg

OFF-THE-WALL Dutch
construction is as wild-looking
as the X-Bow and just as

fast. Will play a key part

in making GT4 Supersport
one of the most diverse
categories in racing.
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ITSEEMS remarkablethatata
time when motorsport faces
some of the mostimportant
issuesofthe 21stcentury—the
environmentand theneedto
move away from fossil fuels—
itisthe simple sound ofthe
internal combustion engine
that attractsthe trouble.

Much will be written about
Croft’s situationin the coming
weeks, but the factisit’'sunder
threat because of a type of
soundwe all hearregularly —
andthatisdrowned outbyany
aircraft within miles (as regular
visitors to Donington will attest).

Oneissuethathasnotbeen
raised is: has the number of
track daysincreased since the
complainants movedin?Ifso,
then that could explain the
apparently bizarre decision
made by the judges this week.

Nevertheless, it's hard to get
pastthe feeling that a family
feud —JillWilsonis the ex-wife
of former Croft prime mover
Jimmy Wilson—hasbeen
allowedto putanational
motorsportvenue in jeopardy.

Although many have
predicted doom and gloom
for other circuits there may
be aray of hope. Despite its
occasional rallycross activities
inthe 1980s, Croft does not
have a continuocus circuitracing
history inthe way that most
othertracks do.Common sense
—should that still exist—
suggeststhat moving nextto,
say, Brands Hatch or Silverstone
would provide less scope fora
whinge, sorry, noise complaint.

Like the majority of the
motorsportindustry, we wish

_oftwell. Here’'shoping that

=z T =one, orsomething, steps
== ==curethe future of one of
==—sofnational racing.

| Eaar LCTDETAILS
EDITORL._LE55TANT — Ben Anderson
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CROFTCIRCUIT hasbeen
plungedinto crisis afteritlost
anappeal againsta High Court
orderto pay compensation for
causing noise nuisance.

The circuit must pay almost £150,000
in damages to Derek and Julia Watson, and
their daughter Jill Wilson, who live within
300 metres of the track in Dalton-on-Tees.

Croftwillalso have to pickup the
family’s £700,000 legal billand hasbeen
hitwith aninjunction limiting on-track
activity to 40 days peryear.

High Court judge Mrjustice Simon
originally ruled last April that all three
residents had beenvictims of “noise
nuisance”, largely due to testingand track
days, and ordered Croft Promo-Sport,
which runs the circuit, to pay damages.

THEDAMAGEISDONE

Inan Appeal Court hearing on Monday
judge Sir Andrew Morritt failed to find

any legal flaw in the original judgement
and, along with Lord Justice Richards

and Lady Justice Hallett, said itwould be
“illogical” to deny the injunction, despite
the circuit’s long history and status within
the local economy.

Croft Promo-Sport was denied
permission to appeal the decision further
and ordered to pay more than £120,000
inlegal costsimmediately.

Croft Promo-Sport director Dennis

Cartersaidina statement: “We are
extremely disappointed with the Court of
Appeal’'s decision in this matter, which has
seriousimplications for the circuitand the
motorracing industry generally, We are
reviewing the position carefully.”

Apart from the severe financial
implications of the court’s decision, which
couldjeopardise the future of racing at the
North Yorkshire venue, circuit chiefs fear
the order could expose Croft to further
claims from other nearby residents.

They alsoworry this decision could
setaprecedent forresidents elsewhere
in Britain to sue theirlocal circuit on noise
pollution grounds.

MSAPLEDGESSUPPORT
The Motor Sports Association has echoed

The ruling has sparked fears
of claims from other residents

> Croft’s Iorhlstoryf;ue
tosaveit fromlegal hill

Croft’'sconcerns, but has pledged full
supporttothe circuitinits effortsto
overturnthe ruling.
MSA chief executive Colin Hilton
said: “The potential of the ruling, were
itto stand, could have disastrous
consequences notjust for Croft, but also
for motorsport venues across the country.
“The sportand the associated industry
support some 4000 companiesand
38,000jobsand, atatime whenwe are
allmaking great effortsto cometo
terms with the effects of the economic
downturn, this kind of additional issue
can only make matters worse.
“lunderstand that the circuitis currently
considering its options and | have assured
them of the MSA's unequivocal supportin
the fight to overturn thisruling.”
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FORMERBRITISHF3
National Class racer Craig Reiff
tested for FormulaRenault UK
returnee Hitech Junior lastweek
(above). The 17-year-old German
joinedthe team’snewsignings
TamasKiss, Marlon Stockinger
andNickYellolyatSilverstone.

REIGNINGBRITISH
Formula Ford championWayne
Boyd haswon two more awards.
Hewas made Belfast Telegraph
YoungPlayerofthe Yearlastweek,
andwasalsoannouncedasthe
Association of Northemn Ireland
CarClubs Driverof the Year.
KAZEEMMANZURuwill
staywithleading Formula BMW
Europe team Josef Kaufmann
Racingforasecondseason.The
Briton, whofinished 18thinlast
year'sseries, will be partnered by
Spaniard Facundo Regaliaand
Belgian kartingace Robin Frijns.

DOUBLEPORSCHE
CarreraCup Pro-am 1 champion
NigelRicewillnotreturntothe
seriesto defend histitle this
season. The 51-year-old racer

will instead take a sabbatical to
focuson hisbusiness ahead of a
possiblereturntothegridin2010.

THENEW BRSCC-runOpen
SportscarSerieswill be opento
sportscarswith any enginetype.
Recentspeculation had cast
doubtovertheregulations, but
organisershave confirmedthat
theserieswillbe opentoall
Sports-racers.

THEVWFUNCUP
willintroduce aone-way radio
systemthisyeartoenablethe
clerkofthe course to contact
driversand pitcrew duringraces.
Seriesbosses hope the device will
improve safety by bettering
communication of safety-car

deployment, pitstopwindowsand |
stop-go penalties duringevents.

BRAZILIANRACER
Henrique Baptistatestedfor
Formula Renautt UKracewinner
Alpine MotorsportatSilverstone
lastweek (below). Dean
Stoneman’sfamily-run outfitis
still searchingfortwo driversto
partnerStonemanand FRenault
BARC graduate Isa Yousifin 2009.

RACIN

THERACING STEPS Foundation
will fund a third driverin 2009
after deciding to back multiple
karting champion Jack Harvey's
graduation to the grand prix-su pporting
Formula BMW Europe series with British

' team Fortec Motorsport.

RSF had planned to fund aseasonin Formula
Renault UK for reigning British Formula Ford
champion Wayne Boyd, but pulled the plug

| duringthe secondroundofthe Formula

RenaultWinter Cup as Boyd turned his
attentions to securing a British Formula 3 deal
(see Autosport, November 13). The foundation
also reassessed reigning Ginetta Junior

G STEPS SIGNS

UKKART SENSATION

champion Dino Zamparelli during an Iberian
winter series campaign with Fortec, but
decided nottoback him.

After a series of encouraging tests, Harvey
will now receive RSF backing, alongside
Formula Renault UK contender james Calado
and British F3 runner-up Oliver Turvey, who
will race for Carlinin Formula Renault 3.5.

Harvey, 15,is the reigning Asia-Pacific
and former European and British karting
champion. He has already tested with Fortec

at Rockingham, Brands Hatch and Snetterton.

RSF coordinator Derek Walters said: “We
had seen Jack’s resultsin karting over the last
couple of years, and after he had hisinitial test

Harvey has woh kal:t titl V'
both at homie and abroades

Hﬁrvéj will race in Formula BMW
Europe after joining RSF scheme

inthe Formula BMW car he continued to
impress us with his professionalism and pace.

“We agreed that BMW was the right place for
him to be andwe’re excited about him being
partofthe programme. He's very focused and
itwould be nice to see himwin the rookie title.”

Fortec boss Richard Dutton added: “I've
known about Jack for quite awhile and had
my eye on him. His results in karts show he
has plenty of potential and his early testing
pace has beenvery good.”

Harvey said: “I'm looking at 2009 as a
learning year.I'm not going to expecttoturn ug
eachweekend and putiton pole, but | still want
towin racesand the rookie title is my target.”

’ New tie-up will -
runtwo Lambos
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EX-ENGLAND FOOTBALL
international LutherBlissett’s
team48 squad hasjoined
forceswith Team Modena
to contest thisyear'sBritish
GT Championship.
Team48,whichhadan
aborted BTCC effortwith Alfa
Romeo 156slastyear, will
supplythedriversaspartofa
three-year planwith Modena,
whichwill againruntwo
Lamborghini Gallardos. The

goalistotaketeam48to
theleMans 24 Hours.
FormerBritish GT
champion Calum Lockie heads
team48’s pool of drivers,
whichalsoincludesBlissett,
fellow ex-international Les
Ferdinand, Kevin Haggarthy,
Darelle Wilson and Matthew
Gore. From these six, fourwill
be chosentoraceinBritish GT.
Modena’s Graham Schultz
said: “We’ve beentalkingto

team48 forsome months now
andwearelookingforward to
workingwiththem.”
Blissettbelieves Modena’s
Le Mansexperience—itranan
Aston Martininthe 24 Hours
lastyear—willbeinvaluable:
“Weare notexpectingtobe
instantlywinning; we have to
buildup and get experience.
“Tobeinvolvedwitha
team thatwill push usisjust
somethingwe havetodo.”



BRITISHTOURINGCAR
Championship race winner Mike
Jordanwill drive a GT4-specFord
Mustanginthe 2009 Britcar
Production Championship.
Jordan, who raced extensively
inGT events priorto his move
totouring cars, will share the
JordanSport.co.uk-run car
with experienced GT driver Stuart
Scott. Steve Woodwill jointhe
line-upforlongerraces.

Jordanislooking forward to
areturnto endurance racing,
“When| calledtime on the BTCC
[lastyear], I was always hoping
thatthisopportunitywould
comealong,” hesaid. “ like the
lookofthe Mustangandit’'sa car
with more powerthan grip, so
it'srightup mystreet.”

Scottbelievesworkingwith
Jordan,who tookhissole BTCC

victoryatMondello Parkin 2006,

Formér Bch écé Jﬁﬁlan Sr -
will return to GTs in this car

JORDAN INBRITCAR MUSTANG

willhelp himimprove. “The most
productive time | ever spentwas
ataSnettertontestwithjustthe
twoofus,” hesaid.

“llearntso much from Mike
andto have him racingwith me
will be brilliant.”

The testing programme with
the caris due to start next month.
The Mustang model carried
Belgian Eric de Donckertothe
European GT4titlein2008.
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MONDAYSDECISION of London’s
Court of Appeal to limitthe number of
so-called 'noisy days’ at Croft Circuitto
40 perannum does not financially ruin
the venue, situated at Dalton-on-Tees,
outside Darlington. Butthe demand
that operator Croft Promo-Sport Ltd
must pay more than £120,000in legal
feeswithimmediate effect may well
drive nailsirreversibly intoits coffin.
Which may, despite claims, appease
some complainants.

Thisdoubleimpositionisa
devastating blow to an organisation
that has runamuch-needed facility
inthe North East—plugging the
geographical gap between Cadwell
Parkin Lincolnshire and Knockhillin
Scotland—since 1997. With the
installation of sound-deadening earth
banks, it has endeavoured to bring the
unavoidable noise associated with
driving/riding activity within levels
believed to be acceptable.

The three proponents of the legal
case (one the formerwife of Jimmy
Wilson,whain 1994 wasinstrumental
informing management company
Croft Classic and Historic Motorsports
Ltd, with landowner Kate Norrisand her
husband Trevor Chaytor, with the aim of
bringing racing back to the venue),
maintain thattheirconcernis notwith
the public race meetings at Croft, but
with associated testand track days.
Specifically because they claim that
the noise nuisance blights the value
oftheir properties.

Historically, racing first took place
onwhatwe know as Croft (then RAF
Neasham) in 1948. The Autodrome
hosted regular events for 18 seasons
from 1964-81—including around
ofthe Interserie Championship, the
European equivalent of Can-Am,
in1971.Infact, competition there
has been continuoussince’64, for
itwasrallycross's northern home
between 1982 and 1997.

Anybody could argue (they
doubtless have inthis case) the wisdom
ofbuyingahome onthefringesofa
motorsport centre that has, foran
unbroken 46-year period, hosted
activities towhich fundamental
objections could be raised. The nimby
phenomenonis not newaround
racetracks, or airfields, butitisa
worrying one when the law lords
side with the complainants.

Theloss of vital revenue-making
spin-offswill certainlyimpinge on
Croft's ability to meet requisite
standards for Motor Sports Association
competition permits, and the meetings
—topped by the British Touring Car
Championship circus’s annual visit and
the British Superbike event—may not
generate sufficient profit for racing and
rallycross tostandalone. It's avicious
circle and, without the opposite side of
the revenuestream, letalone perhaps
another £1 million of legal liabilities,
the future looks bleak.

The MSAhas been quick to voice its
supportfor Croft, but—with the court
heading off the possibility of going
highertothe House of Lords, atany
price —itis difficult to see the situation
being resolved happily. While racing
may continue for now, there are
widespread fears thata dangerous
legal precedent has been set.

| attended the ‘last’ Croft meeting of
the previouserain October 1981 and
feared, with locals, that it was gone
forever. Butit's notonly Croft thatis
underthe cosh. At the opposite quarter
of the country, Thruxton and Castle
Combe have operated under restrictive
planning regimes for many years, while
othervenues are under constant
scrutiny from noise meters, no matter
howinfrequently they are used. Clearly,
whenranged against the minority
feelings of latecomers, prior use —
like sport oremployment—counts
for nothing these days.

“A BLOW TO AMUCH-
NEEDED FACILITY”

Will racing at Croft become
athing of the distant past?

champ. Dereki’lerce,wh
ranthe!atterpartofhlsmos
; Cllo Cup campalgnmth the- -

' sngmngmapotentlal
_ multi-carassault.
~ Them \milbe]HR’ Jamie” sbrother,sald “Our -~
aim hasalwaysbeento get
» huﬂstepuptothe atean -
I:-:cqnmtllJ

 “We'regoinginwith -
-ourfeetontheground
becausethe Carrera Cu_p__GB__ =




EX-FORMULA1

World Champion Damon Hill
(inJaguar D-type, above) was
amongthosewho turned outto
the Parish Church of St Andrew
inFarnham last Sunday to
commemorate the death of
Britain’s firstworld champion,
Mike Hawthorn, 50yearsago.

THEFORDFIESTA
Championshipwillintroduce the
Ford Dealer Cup competition this
season. Ford dealershipswill be
invited to enterthe competition
andwill have theirbrand name
onselected Ford Fiesta racers
overthe three classes.

LEADING Castle Combe
Saloon squad AjecRacing has
entered a BMW M3 for Sam Hare
inClassBandaPeugeot 106
Rallye for Guy Higgsin Class D
thisyear. The championshipis
alreadyfully subscribed.

ABSOLUTERACING’S
ChrisHodgenistoreturntothe
cockpitinthe 750 Motor Club’s

Formula 4 Championship this
year, having concentrated on
running carsforthe past couple
of seasons. The Lancastrian’s
title-winning team has rebuilt
hisVan Diemen-ZetecRF99.

ALFAROMEO
specialistAlfashop will sponsor
the British Racing &Sports Car
Club Alfa Romeo Championship
forafourthyearin2009.

THEANNUAL

Masters Series Racing awards
were presentedinaceremony
held earlier thismonth. John
Youngwonthe Top Hat Saloons
award, while Andrew Smithwon
the World Sports Masters prize.

Wren Classics Ltd took the Race
PreparergongandMark and
Andrew Owen scooped the
award forSports Racing Masters.

SALOONCAR

champion and Mini guru Bill
Richardswill contestthe Rally
Monte Carlo Historique this
weekend in areplicaworks Mini
Cooper(below). The caris owned
by Seattle-based Professorjohn
Morrow, who will navigate.

'NATIONAL NEWS

SMITHSUCCESS
STEAMS ON

Kenny Smith’s Lola T430
(leading) won two of the three
F5000 Tasman Cup seriesraces
at Pukekohe last weekend.Jay
Esterer (McRae) took the other

DDEN TAKES OVER

BRITISH RALLYCROSS

LYDDENCIRCUIT has taken
over the running of the British
Rallycross Championship from
the British Rallycross Drivers
Association inamove designed toimprove
the category’sinfrastructure.

The BRDA, whichisnowinthefinalyear of
its second contractterm as championship
promoter, has appointed Lydden to manage
the series. Lydden’srecently appointed
competition director Tony Watts will
playaleadingroleinthe running ofthe
championship, together with circuit
managing director Amy Doran, who will

focus onmarketing and promotion.

The arrangement has been brokered by the
BRDA's outgoing chairman John Horton: “BRDA
asateam of part-timers has done a fantastic job
of re-establishing and running the BRC over the
last six years, but the series needs full-time
attentionto continueits progress,” he said.

“Amy Doran has demonstrated her abilities
clearly overthe lastyear at Lyddenand Tony
Watts hasbeenonthe BRC organising team
for some time, so hisinvolverment should
make for a seamless transition.”

Doran said: “lwant to promote the
championshipas muchaslcan, to bringin

more sponsership and make it better for
competitors, circuits and officials.
“"Obviously Lydden has aninterest in making
the championship better because we have
two rounds here, but that also meanswe
understand what a circuitneedsand wants.”
The BRCwas suspended between 1997
and 2002 before the BRDA successfully
lobbied foritsreturn.
® Afterfouryearsatthe helm ofthe BRDA,
John Horton retired as the organisation’s
chairman at Saturday’s AGM. Experienced
competitorand clerk of the course Andy
Stevenshastaken overtherole.

JUNO SPLITS WITH HILLSPEED RAY SPORTS 2000

BRITISHCONSTRUCTOR Juno

clashesbetween Formula

that the first Kent-engined

GAINS SUPPORT

willrunafullfactory assault Fordand FrenchVdeV [in Junoiscurrentlybeingbuilt
onthe British Formula Ford whichJunorunssportscars], forformerVdeVracerNicola i LEGENDARYFORMULAFORD It’spotentially a big market.”
Championship after parting sothathelpsus.” Bernans. She will contest i constructor Rayhasreported Raydid notrule outmoving
companywith Hillspeed. Nodrivershaveyetbeen selected FF1600 eventsin i stronginterestinitsfirst-ever  uptothe SPEED category

The company’sfirst confirmed forthe two-car the car, whichis expected : sportscardesign. (formerlyVdeV UK). “There’s
single-seater, the JAO8, was team, but Baldryadded tobereadyin April. i BossGavin Rayhaslinked nottoo muchdifference
goingtoberun by Formula : upwithSports2000team betweentheseries, and the

Renaultteam Hillspeed (see
Autosport, February 7 2008).
Butthe squadisnowexpected
tofocusonitsFormula
Renault campaign.

Juna boss Ewan Baldry,
whowillrunthe FFordteam,
said: “We thoughtitmade
sense tomaintainalevel of
control overthenewcar.

“Therearealsoonlytwo
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Juno will run its own British
Formula Ford programme

i SteveMole Motorsport, BTS

: Mouldingsand anunnamed
i backertoformRaySportscar
¢ DevelopmentsLimited. Two

i Sports 2000 Duratec chassis
: arealreadyinbuildandan

i initial batch offiveis planned.

Raysaid: “Wehad afew

peopleaskustobuild cars—
: that’swhywedecidedtodoit.

“Interestseemsto be high.

car'sgotanadaptorringso
youcan putinwhatever
engineyoulike,” he said.
SMMwill runatleastone
works carinthe Sports 2000
Duratec Championship,
althoughno drivers have
yetbeen confirmed.
@ Rayalsoplanstoruntwoor
three carsin British Formula
Fordthisyear.



ONE-OFF McLARENTOHIT R

TRACKINF1RACESFOR'09 |

THEUNIQUEMcLarenM25

s being '=converted to
Formula 1specification from
2z original Chevrolet-engined
F3000 configuration.

OwnerAbba Kogan has

commissioned Liazjakhara’s
Zul Racing concerntorebuild
the chassiswitha Cosworth

DFVengine, and the specialist

" w wmtestdnvesm?ormuia
 RenaultUKandBritish
i;_formulaFordmachmes

he Formula FordZetec

monocoque workisunderway.

Theplanistoracethecar,
whichwillappearinthe Centro
Asegurador liveryinwhich
Emiliode Villotafailed to
qualifyitforthe 1978 Spanish
Grand Prixat Jarama, in Grand
Prix Masters events.

TheM25 onlyracedtwice
inF5000form,inthe 1976

SheliSport International Group
8 Championship. Bob Evans
finishingsecond onitsdebut
atBrands Hatch.
Thereafteritbecamea
cloneofthe ex-JamesHunt
M23/6,and Villota used both
forShellSportand Aurora
British F1 seasonsinateam
run by Giuseppe Risi.

) De Villota failed to qualify

arunmaworks Duratec-

 enginedjuno FormulaF

~ lLong-timeF4 supporter
‘and competitor Chris Hodgen
believesthe movewillhelp

~ boostthechampionship.

Ithinkpeoplewill startto
'InokatMasasenesmtha -
strongfuture,” hesaid.
~ “With moneybemgt:ght

'ourplansaretocreatea :

M25 for'78 Spanish GP

Formula Ford 2000days

wherethe racingwasclose

andthecarsequal,butwith = [

nosullybudge_thkeyo.uarg_

seeingelsewhere.”
~@ReigningFormulad W
- champion JeremyWalkeris

_ unlikelytodefendhistitle [
":-'aftersellmghls\'anDleme

'CROYDONTORACENEW ADR

NATIONALNEWS

ULECHANGES FORFF1600

. THEFORMULAFORD 1600 community hasreceived
¢ aboostafterFord Motor Companyagreedto allow

: newAmerican crankshaftsinto the category.

: Duetocrankfailures and the expense of partsfor
: the Kentengineinrecentseasons, the call for the

: AmericanSCAT crank has gathered momentum, Last
: weekFordapprovedthe use ofthe part, which has

: beenusedabroadformanyyears,for FF1600.

i SCATcranksmustbe obtained through Don

¢ Hilton’sFFlconcernand will carrya unique identity.
BRSCC Club FF1600 championship manager

Kevin Shortis said: “We've listened to our competitors
and, with Ford, haveimplemented the change.

“The SCATis more durable and cost-effective
thanthe old units. ltwill give the categoryan
extendedlease of life.”

Successful FF1600 runner Cliff Dempsey, who
believes the move will be adoptedin reland, said:
“I dothinkthe SCAT crank is a good move. Anything
thatsaves moneyis better.”

Alternative conrod bolts and the fitment of shim
toallowadjustments fortappet are also nowlegal.

HANCOCK AND JOTA LAUNCH
LIGIER SPORTSCAR ASSAULT

PORSCHECARRERA Cuprace
winnerand sometime LMP2
racer Sam Hancockwill
competeinselectedrounds
ofthe EuropeanVdeVand
British SPEED seriesinan
ex-If Motorsport Ligier
JS49thisseason.
Hancockwill team up with
JotaSportco-ownerSimon

Dolan,whoissteppingupto
VdeVand SPEED afterracing
aRadical SR3 inthe UK Cup
serieslastseason.

The pairtested the car,
inwhich If Motorsport
ownerBryceWilsonand Ally
McKeverracedsporadically
during 2008, forthefirst
time atBrandsHatchon

Monday last week.
Hancockalso confirmed
thatJotaSportplanstoreturn
totheCarreraCupthisseason
tobuild onthe secondplace

itearnedintheteams’
championship lastyear.

SPEEDFOCUS, p88

> Hancock tested Ligier
at Brands Hatch

: FORMERVdeV championand
. British GTracer Rob Croydon

: gavethenewADR3 CN carits

: first properrunatSnetterton
i lastweekahead ofadual

: challengein 2009.

. Croydonandfellowworks

conditions, butare confident
the carwill be competitive.
Croydon said: “Obviously
we haveanew carandteamfor
bothseriessoit’'saverysteep

learning curve, but the basics
arethereforaveryquick
package.'mconfidentwe can
realistically achieve top-six
finishesinthefirstraces.”

DEZILLESTEPSUP TOFFORD

DANDEZILLE, cousin of British Hatchthisweek.
GTracewinnerBendeZille “Iwantto berealistic, but|
Butler, willrace in British amaimingto runatthefrontof
FormulaFordthisseason. the Scholarship class,” he said.

category’stop level after
running budding starssuchas
PedrodelaRosaandjordiGene

duringthe Kentera. New ADR hit the track

DeZillewill drivea Mygale
S$]08inthe Scholarship Class
run by Duratecnewcomer
Minister International, which
makesacomebacktothe

The 22-year-old, who has

nokarting background, began
racing attheend of lastyear
inaCaterham. He started
testingthe Mygale at Brands

BendeZille Butler,whowon
British GTraceswithan Aston
Martinin 2007, ishopingto
continue inthe category, but
hasyetto confirmadeal.

De Zille will enter Formula
Ford with Minister Mygale

gt. Snetterton last week

: driverSteve Barberwillrace
: oneoftwoworksADRcars
: intheEuropeanVdeVand
: UKSPEED series.

intermittent engine misfire
i andabearingfailureinthe rear
i suspension duringa day of

7 inthe Ginetta G50 Cup.

: Lightsin 2008, lastcompleteda

¢ fullseason ofracingwhen hewon
i theFordtitlewithaJamun Racing-
i runMygalein 2006. Hewillnow

i contestthe G50 Cup, whichjoins

The pairsufferedan

running last weekin mixed

...........................................................................................................................................

FREKE TARGETS GINETTA CUP

FORMER BRITISH Formula Ford the TOCA package forits second because it'sonly been aroundfor

¢ champion Nathan Freke will season, with hisown Century ayearhapefully noteamwill have
i switch to sportscars thisseason Motorsport outfit. gotthe carabsolutelyrightyet.
“I'mjustpleasedto be back “Theaimistobea

Freke,who brieflyracedinindy  racingagain,” said the 25-year-
old, whose lastrace came at
Silverstone’s Walter Hayes
Trophylast November.

“The biggest thing will be

getting the set-up towork. But

championship contender.”
Freke hopestostarttesting
the carthisweekend. He has not
ruled outrunning the carin
endurance events, ifa co-driver
withabudget can be found.
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istory shows that Britain and sportscar

! racing tend to make perfect partners.

! Take the world’s greatest endurance

= Tace, the Le Mans 24 Hours. No nation
| has produced more winners of this

|| sportscar spectacular than Britain. In

& the years since Frank Clement became

the first Brit to win the event, aboard

a Bentley three-litre in 1924, no fewer than 31 others

have gone on to repeat the feat.

For any international endurance racing out there,
the chances are that Britain has at some stage stolen
the show. Whether it be the World Sportscar
Championship in the 1980s and early '90s, or the
two-litre European Sportscar Championship of the
early *70s, the story is the same - UK cars, drivers
and teams towering above the rest in triumph.

Derek Bell’s British record of five Le Mans wins,
spanning 1975 to 1987, and Allan McNish’s two wins
punctuated by a decade, are etched firmly on the
memory of any UK sportscar fanatic. But, despite our
country’s long and decorated history of producing
endurance racing maestros, we've long lacked a
national-level series to discover and mould this talent.

In the period between Derek Warwick winning the
last-ever World Sportscar Championship in 1992 and
the formation of the American Le Mans Series in 1999
and LMS in 2004, there was virtually no training
ground. In the main, our Le Mans stars have switched
disciplines towards the twilight of high-level single-
seater careers or come through via GT racing.

Many of our young racing talents, who are either too
large or too cash-strapped to realistically carve out
single-seater careers, are turning to sportscars ever
earlier, with the ultimate aim of one day winning the
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world’s greatest sportscar race.

But opportunities to learn the craft required to
compete in this great event, let alone win it, are few
and far between on the domestic scene.

Sure, Britain has had plenty of disparate national
sports racing series over the years (see panel, right),
but none of them have come close to recreating
proper Le Mans-style endurance racing.

Then, in 2007, along came VdeV UK - a British
version of the French VdeV series, launched by Eric
van de Vyver in 1992. That series runs endurance
races of between three and eight hours for two-litre
sports prototypes, and essentially provided the
template by which original VdeV UK organiser Gary
Ward could export the category to British shores.

THESTORY SO FAR

VdeV UK kicked off with 13 cars contesting a
one-hour 45-minute enduro at Brands Hatch on
June 23 2007, won by Adrian Mardlin and Rob

Juno has won both of the
first two VdeV UK series

SPEED has brought Le Mans-
style racing to the UK

Croydon aboard their Juno SSE.

There were further races at Snetterton and Anglesey
that year, before the calendar expanded to eight events
for the first full season in 2008, with each enduro
running to a minimum of three hours.

Over 20 cars, spread across seven manufacturers,
turned out for the first race of last year and, even
though numbers shrank to 14 by the time Autosport
got to sample the series first-hand at Silverstone last
October, manufacturer interest remained high. A
number of drivers (such as ex-BTCC racer Gareth
Howell and Porsche Carrera Cup ace Phil Quaife) were
also interested in using the series as a springboard to
future Le Mans stardom. Things looked positive as
2007 Radical SR3 champion and "08 VdeV UK
competitor Barry Gates stepped in to take over
running the series in the autumn.

“I feel there is a place in British motorsport for
proper endurance racing and this series can fill
the space,” says Gates.

“The cars are fabulous and our CN class is the
nearest this country’s aspiring McNishes can get to
an LMP2 car without stepping into one.”

But the series has struggled to maintain those
initial numbers and, perhaps mindful of the spectre
of the defunct Britsports series, Gates has decided
to shake things up for "09 with the addition of a
‘budget’ CN2 class, which will feature CN cars
running control parts to limit cost.

“The biggest problem we’ve had with the series,
as it’s been run up until now, is the cost of the
CNI1 cars and the number of pro drivers pairing
up in the same car,” adds Gates.

“We realise it isn’t the easiest area to regulate, but
we want to stop pro drivers pairing up because it puts



and 'nﬁw he wa '
emulate legend Derelt Bell

off gentlemen drivers - the ones who pay to race
- because they feel they can’t compete.”

The creation of the CN2 ‘budget’ class for 2009
seems like the perfect opportunity to rectify this
problem, massaging the fragile egos of gentlemen
endurance racers without compromising the purity
and potential of the series to develop future stars.

“We are looking at exactly how the CN1 class
needs to be regulated,” says Gates.

“Most gentlemen drivers are quite competent and
don’t want to turn up and be blown away, so it’s quite
clear that CN2 will be for gentlemen drivers and is
designed for two to share a car on a reasonable budget
and be competitive doing Le Mans-style racing.”

With an extra low-budget class and increased
manufacturer interest (Berkshire-based ADR
Engineering will join the series this year with a new
car), plus increased promotion from Stuart McCrudden

who has rebranded the category SPEED: Sports
“rototype Endurance Event Driving, and secured

—z prizes and TV coverage), Gates is confident
~—= will swell to 30 in 2009 and allow the series
- 7h for championship status.

TAKINC SPEED A STEP FURTHER

== 250 plans to run a C3 class for other types of

- further bolster the grids. This will open

the: Gioy ~adicals and Sports 2000 cars to join the

€sianinnsC N machines - in line with the series’
renon e wnich runs a similar class for older cars.

2 step too far for the series. The

low mmmite riisports are a recent memory, but
VdeV' LR SFEED i< sl new and, with such strong
manuzmurss mierest, surely shouldn’t be pushing
the grid-swes panic button just yet.

Former Williams F1 design engineer Ewan Baldry,
whose Juno concern has won both of the first two
VdeV UK Series with its SSE model, isn’t so sure.

“Alot of the moves they’re making are out of
necessity,” says Baldry. “The lifeblood of the
French series is a wealthy gentleman driver, with
a quicker driver alongside.

“Possibly what damaged VdeV UK a bit last year
was it wasn’t strong enough to have two superstar
drivers together ~ that kept some of the gentlemen
away. They know they can’t compete.

“I think it’s great to have a gentleman and a
hero - I don’t see how two stars can be funded.
We're certainly not in a position to give free drives.
Opening up to other cars is a bit of a shame, but
for credibility they’ve got to get cars on the grid.”

Running an invitation class alongside the CN
categories would certainly act as extra insurance
against continued low grids, but would also appear to
compromise a perfect opportunity to create a proper
national Le Mans feeder series, for which there is a
definite gap in the British motorsport structure -

a sentiment Gates himself seems to support.

Furthermore, C3 also stands for everything that
caused Gates to leave Radicals, which he describes
as a “rag-tag” where everyone’s a potential winner.

Regardless, surely increased manufacturer interest,
coupled with improved promotion and TV coverage,
would be enough to establish the category without this
extra class. Only time will tell, but currently it seems
that SPEED doesn’t really know what it wants to be -
another club sportscar series, or a training ground for
aspiring Le Mans racers. Until it decides one way or
the other, or gets the balance right, Britain may have
to wait for its next truly homegrown Le Mans star. =

ECH SPEC

LIGIER-HONDA J549

ENGINE Honda Civic Type R, 2000cc
POWER 240bhp

WEIGHT 540kg

GEARBOX six-speed sequential
LENGTH 4265mm (minus rear wing)

IF YOU’RE a British club racer who wants to
dabble in prototype sportscar racing, your options
are myriad. But if it's proper Le Mans-style
prototype endurance racing you're after, the
options are somewhat scarce.

The 750 Motor Club has two sportscar series on
its programme (750 Formula and Bikesports), while
the BARC administers the Clubmans and Radical
series. Even the BRSCC is getting in on the act this
year by running the newly-formed Bike Engined
Sports Car Racing and Open Sportscar series.

Then there’s the successfully self-administered
Sports 2000 range and the plethora of open sports
racing categories elsewhere around the British Isles.

Essentially, all these categories are scrabbling
over the same ground in the national motorsport
structure by each offering a variation on low to
medium-cost sportscar sprint racing,

With its vast array of various-spec sportscars,
developed over the past 14 years, the range of
Radical series is the sole exception. The marque is
one of the most successful in the UK, has branched
out with a series in Europe and even has a factory
Le Mans LMP2 programme.

With a potential ladder to Le Mans firmly
established, it would seem Radical offers a great
opportunity to young aspiring sportscar stars
on the national scene.

The drawback is that all its series are one-make,
offering no opportunity for manufacturers to fight
for supremacy with design innovation. Also, none of
its races last longer than 75 minutes, so Radicals is
hardly endurance racing in the truest sense. But
there are plans to try out a longer race format at
some stage this season.

The defunct Britsports category was the closest
thing to Le Mans-style endurance racing we've had
on the domestic scene, but that suffered from poor
grids and the initial popularity of VdeV UK, so
Britcar boss James Tucker binned the series last
March after just two seasons.

If Barry Gates and company can make the right
calls, it would seem VdeV UK/SPEED has a golden
opportunity to carve out a unigue space for itself
within our national sportscar racing structure.

-Formier Radical champion
-Gates is now SPEED boss
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PHOTOFINISH

THE STORY BEHIND THE PICTURE

Inspired tyre choice secured
victoryin he_sn

for I.|att|

THE ADVENT of the Monte Carlo Rally as a round of
the Intercontinental Rally Championship brought a
new breed of rally cars to the asphalt stages above the
principality for the first time in 12 years. Back in 1997
though, it was all-new WRC machines that appeared,
rather than Super 2000 cars. The victor, to the surprise
of the establishment, was Subaru driver Piero Liatti.

“| knew we had a very good car,” remembers Liatti,
who was co-driven by Fabrizia Pons on the event. "l did
80 per cent of the testing, so | had a very good idea.
The thing with Monte Carlo, though, is that the car is
not so important, and you don’t have to be the fastest
on the stage. You push where you can, but it is so easy
to lose the car on the ice. You have to hold back
something in other places.”

Losing the car on the ice was exactly what happened
to Liatti’'s team-mate Colin McRae on the opening day,
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leaving the ltalian, taking part in the rally for only the
second time, as the sole remaining Subaru driver in
third place overall, behind Tommi Makinen’s Mitsubishi
Lancer and Carlos Sainz in Ford’s new Escort WRC.

Everything was to change on the rally’s toughest
stage, the 40-minute blast through Sisteron. New
rules meant that tyre changes outside the service
park were now outlawed and, with snow falling on
some stages, it was up to drivers and teams to
choose the correct rubber.

Liatti opted for full wet Pirellis with extra grooves
cut into them to help clear out the expected snow.
With the harder-compound Michelins used by both
Makinen and Sainz proving more difficult to warm up
in the conditions, Liatti's choice proved to be inspired.
He blitzed the stage, turning a 24-second deficit into
a 12-second lead!
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“My recce crew perfectly explained the road
conditions and the Pirelli guys suggested that the wets
would be the right balance. It was me whe made the
call though,” Liatti recalls. “We were the third car onto
the stage, so | saw the lines that others made. That
helped, but | had no idea how fast | was. It was flat-out,
but we didn’t have the splits in the car back then, so |
had no idea what the time was. It was amazing to find
we were ahead at the end of the stage.”

Liatti increased his lead to 55 seconds over the final
five stages and duly celebrated his first WRC win with
Pons, who in turn was standing on the top step of a
WRC podium for the fifth time.

“Good feelings,” says now 46-year-old Liatti. “To win
your first rally is special, but to win Monte was fabulous.”

Liatti took four further podiums for Subaru in 1997/8
but Monte Carlo would remain his only WRC victory.
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Star Mazda graduates include: Marco Andretti - Indy Car, Gerardo Bonilla - Pr tybes, Colin Braun - Prototypes/NASCAR, Guy Cosmo - Prototypes, _
Brad Jaeger - Prototypes, Raphael Matos - Indy Lights/Prototypes, Michael McDowell - Indy Car/Prototypes / NASCAR, Graham Rahal - Indy Car, Scott Speed - Formula One

Why the Star Mazda Championship?

« Prize funds total more than 1.5 million U.S. / o - ™

Two races in Canada (Trois Rivieres and Mosport)

2009 Star Mazda champion wins full-season sponsorship
for 2010 Atlantic Championship

All races on TV in U.S., Canada, UK. and South America
13-race, 11-weekend schedule with ALMS, Grand-Am and NASCAR

Variety of tracks, road courses, street circuits, ovals

!

Singe-marque series showcases driving talent over big budgets

Unrestricted testing promotes rapid driver development Visit StarMazda.com/newdriver for a

Lap times within 2-4 seconds of Atlantic at a fraction of the cost virtual test drive courtesy ofiRacing com
Racers 16 and older welcome

For further information, visit www.StarMazda.com/newdriver
or contact the Star Mazda Championship at 818 686 3350

Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear 2009 Schedule

March 20/ Sebring, FL/ ALMS July 25 -26/ Autobahn / Feature Race

April 25 /VIR/ Grand-Am | August 16 /Trois Rivieres / Feature Race @ &

May 16/ Miller / ALMS | August29/Mosport/ALMS Y 4 ”aclna Y=t 71///4

June 13-14/New Jersey /Feature Race = September25/Road Atlanta/ALMS MOTORSPORT SIMULATIONS

June 20/ Milwaukee Mile / NASCAR October 10/ Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca/ ALMS o . ] .

July 10/lowa/ARCARE/MAX | The Official Simulation Service of Star Mazda

 Visit StarMazda.com/newdriver for a virtual test drive courtesy of iRacing.com



