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LANDAULETTE GAR GO.

MOTORISTS! Do not risk your
brakes being ‘let down’ by

LAN DAU LETT E s shoddy and unreliable linings.

Y oucanalways aftford a luxury

Always a Large Stock of

AT ALL PRICES. of the best obtainable.
B g CHEKKO is made to stand the
Your present Car taken in Part heaviest gruelling and 1s always
Exchange. more than equal to every
—_— emergency. 1'his 1s because
DEFERRED PAYMENTS. it 1s 1009, pure Asbestos.

Stipulate CHEKKO (direct or through

vour garage) when relining.

CRESSWELLS' LTD. wiers. BRADFORD

404. EUSTON ROAD,

LONDON, N.W.1.
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FIRST B. S. MARSHALL BUGATT]

This race took place on Saturday, August 30th, in most appalling weather conditions,
so bad that the official starting time was postponcd and the race shortened by two laps.

From a field of 12 starters, the Bugatti won with a lead of 12 minutes from the next
arrival —at an average speed of 5405 m.p.h. for the course of 232 miles.

No mechanmcal trouble whatever—one stop only for petrol, gaining also the

COUr LDE REGULARITE

Perrot Front Wheel Brakes were fitted for this event —on the same car that has
been used for competition during the present season.

YOU “CAM "DUY ONE LEINKE-IT
B. S. MARSHALL LTD.

17a, Hanover Sq., W.1.
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different makes of Motorcycles,
British and Foreign, and the sizes of

“The Coventry”
Motorcycle Chains

supplied for them are given in this
book ; also articles on the care,
upkeep, and repair of chains.

Motorcyclists ! ! !

Send us a posteard for your copy.
Mailed promptly.

e A IRV S35 55 5 S
The Goventry Chain Co., Ltd., Coventry
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SOME JARVIS SUCCESSES

(Since June 28th, 1924.)

Event, Date, Class. Rider

1st South Harting ... .| June 28 390 c.c. Expert .| Mr. H M. Walters.

1st Surbiton Club Brooklands Meeting ... July 19 d-Lap Junior Handica | s

1st *200 Miles Race .... Sept. 8 200 e¢.c, o

1st Wallington Club Brooklands Meeting Sept. 27 10-Lap Solo ¥ £

1st Essex Club Brooklands Meeting oie] - DO 11 d-Lap Senior Handicap | .

srd  Wallington Club Brooklands Meeting Sept. 27 One-Lap Solo 3

Srd Essex Club Brooklands Meeting ... July 23 s-Lap Junior .+« Mr, P, M. Walters.
3-Lap Senior ol ¥

end B.M.C.R.C. .. Aug., 2 dJ-Lap Handicap ol 5

ard B.M.C.R.C. ... Aug., 9 g-Lap Scratch i :

*Gaining 3 hrs. and 200 miles world records,

We have a dSpecial Department devoted solely to the High Efficiency Tuning of cars and motor cyceles,
Let us quote you for those extra M.P.H.
Vur Loachwork Department, under the supervision of Mr. A. P. Compton, late of Compton’s (Coachbuilders)
. » - . i o . ) . » — '0 ioa o » . " . . b E ' . . ‘ .. :
l;lll... IS 111 a ])th(ln'll Lo (‘lllnt{_‘ .\'(.l‘.\ competitive pPrices 8! hlmvlull.\ llght. racing and .~.i|)«’l‘|ll|;,’, |Nuh¢~_q on any chassis.
kistimates and designs free of charge,

"riwns  JARVIS & SONS, LTD, .~

Jo e ES ines).
o S RPN Head O fhice : oo
H. M. WALTERS | 5 4
H. V. PARBURY Victoria Crescent, Wlmbledon, S.W.19
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NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS.

All contributions, whether literary, artistic or photographic,
will be carefully considered by the Editor. A stamped,
addressed envelope should be sent with every contribution,
and the Editor will endeavour to return all matter he is unable
to accept. Neither the Editor nor the proprietors are
responsible for the loss of any contributions.

NOTICE TO CLUB SECRETARIES.

Club Secretaries are specially invited to send the Editor
paragraphs about the activities of their Clubs, and, in par-
ticular, notice of forthcoming events. All reports of com-
petitions, meetings and other events should be sent to the Editor
as early as possible, and must be received by the 20th of the
month, to ensure attention for the next issue. Address con-
tributions to: The Editor, THE BROOKLANDS (GAZETTE,

65, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 1.

Kditorial Notes.

Our Name.

As is unavoidable, perhaps, when as now, a change of
editorship occurs, certain matters, already presumed to
be finally settled, come up again for discussion. Our
selection of a name for this journal has evidently been
exercising the minds of a good many of our friends,
and the question is frequently put, *“ Why The BRrRooOK-
LANDS GaAzerte ? " ‘" Surely you are not going to
confine vourselves to sporting events which take place
at Brooklands, on the Track, to the exclusion of road
races and hill climbs, and other similar matters, and if
vou are not, surely the present title is misleading, and
is likely to give outsiders and possible readers the
erroneous impression that the scope of the journal is
limited, too much so, perhaps to interest them, with
the result that many pass it by who would otherwise
take it.”’

Now while we appreciate that there may be a certain
amount of sound argument behind this theory, and
while we tender our best thanks to those of our friends
who have evinced so much interest in us as to trouble
to bring this matter before us, we nevertheless continue
to hold the opinion that, in choosing the name The
BrOOKLANDS GAzETTE, which we did only atter long and
careful consideration, we have done the right thing.
Brooklands 1s the head and front of all motoring sport
which takes place in this country. Brooklands sets the
lead, and 1t 1s on Brooklands that track records are
made which are recognised in this country as official,
Brooklands is to the sporting fraternity what West-
minster, and the Houses of Parliament, is to the country
at large. The title The BROOKLANDS GAZETTE no more
limits our sphere of interest to the Brooklands track
itself than does the name Westminster Gazetle signify

-

["“ THE BROOKLANDS GAZETTE " will deal with
all matters pertaining to motoring sport in all its forms
in an impartral manner. Consequently, the Editor does
not necessarily associate himself with the opinmions ex-
pressed by hs conlributors.]



232

The BROOKLANDS GAZETTE

December, 1924
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that the whole interest of that paper, its editorial staft,
and its readers is confined to what goes on in Parliament.
The scope of the Westminster Gazette in that regard, 1s
world-wide, and the scope of The BROOKLANDS GAZETTE
is equally world-wide, in its own field, that of motoring
sport, and in motoring wherever it is allied to sporting
events in any shape or form.

Our Aim.

Having thus defined our sphere of action, or, as 1s
nearer the truth, having explained that we recognise
no artificial limits, our objective, an indication of the
niche which we are to fill in motoring journalism, 1s
of complementary interest. We may best introduce it
by stating our views and beliefs in the matter of motor
sports and its place in the general scheme of progressive
motoring. We are firm believers in the value of racing
for improving the breed of cars. Every branch of
motoring sport has its proper station in this field, nor
is pride of place to be given to any one branch. Neither
Hill Climbs, Road Races, Reliability Trals, nor Races
at Brooklands may claim to be exclusive in their useful-
ness in eliminating the unfit, except in so far as extra-
neous circumstances, the adventitious limitations which
the law of the land puts upon road races, compel us to
rely on Brooklands for the performance of real strength
and power-testing speed events. On that account, that
is, for a reason which is beyond our control, we look
upon Brooklands as the primary testing ground of all
motor vehicles. It is on Brooklands that their weak

HANDS OFF A NER-A-CAR, AND EYES ON THE BROOKLANDS
(GAZETTE.

points of construction, their springing, braking, and their
durability can properly be disclosed, and only on
Brooklands can they be properly tested in all those
departments at once. We therefore pin our faith to
Brooklands. We opine that no car which has not, in
some form or other, been put through the mill on that
track, has acquired the Hall Mark by which a good car
1s known.

Believing, as we do, that no manufacturer goes to
the trouble and expense of periodically submitting his
productions to the ordeal of speed on that track without
immediately, or at any rate as soon as may be, incor-
porating the results of the lessons learnt on the track
into his regular models, believing that, we are justified
in our faith that, in the long run, the car which per-
sistently shows to advantage on the track is the best car
for the road, the car which the man in the street should
be recommended to buy. We shall, in this journal,
therefore, serve a double purpose, we shall foster and
encourage to the best of our power the sport of motoring.
We shall also, incidentally, but as a matter of course,
be continually indicating in our columns, those cars
which are the best on the market, and in course of time
it will be a recognised thing for car and motor-cycle
purchasers to look to The BROOKLANDS GAZETTE as
the paper in which can be found, unbiassed, because
determined by matters of actual fact, untinged by any
matters of opinion, in any sort of faith, information
concerning the relative values of motor vehicles of all
types, cars, motor cycles, or cyclecars. That, therefore,
is our aim, to become the car users and motor cyclists’
guide to all that is best in the market, the proof being
afforded by actual test, and by no other criterion,

The Clubs.

In performing our functions, as set out here above,
we shall inevitably work hand in glove with those who
organise sporting and racing events, the proper report-
ing of which shall be our especial charge. We shall
become the recognised medium in which the programmes
of the clubs can be published, and in which each
club member may read of the doings of his own club,
and those of others of a like nature. By fostering the
spirit of competition and encouraging the natural ten-
dency, on the part of smaller and less well-placed clubs,
to emulate the larger and more influential bodies, we
shall help to raise the standard of the Motoring Clubs
throughout the kingdom, as well as that of the perform-
ances of the club members at the sporting events in which
they take part. In order that we may successfully
achieve this portion of our programme, which 1S an
essential and inseparable part of the whole, we must
have the whole-hearted co-operation of the Secretaries
of all the clubs. We already have the encouragement
which accrues from the assistance and sympathy of
very many of them. We must have it from all. We
presume we need not point out that our columns, open
as they are for discussion of all matters relating to motor-
ing, and particularly the sporting side of it, are particu-
larly free to Club Secretaries, or to any who may be
able faithfully to write as representing the clubman and
his point of view.
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Motoring

by the Editor~
No. 5. B. S. Marshall.

A\

I, rather fancy we placed Mr. B. S. Marshall on the
horns of a dilemma. He didn’t want to be
interviewed—he dislikes publicity of any kind, and
particularly personal publicity—and he very flatly told
us so, or tried to, being, as a matter of fact, prevented
by his other outstanding characteristic, the other horn
of the dilemma, his gracious personality and will to
please. It may be that a little of our ultimate success
was due to our own powers of persuasion, but a proper
modesty forbids us to claim it.

Mr. Marshall's interest in motors, motoring sport and,
ultimately, motor trading, commenced to be real and
concrete 1n 112, when he joined Argvlles, being known
as a ‘" Helper.” The term does not convey much
information as to the kind of work upon which Mr.
Marshall was actually engaged, but he tells us, and we
can well believe him, that he had a great deal to do with
the tuning of Argylle cars, and that his training there
was the best that could possibly be had, for the kind of
motoring which he has since made his speciality. It
is of interest to note that in those days Argyvlles were
fitting sleeve valve engines—as of course they are to-
day—and front wheel brakes of the Perrot type. In
fact, Mr. Marshall was acquainted with Mr. Perrot then,
before his name became the household word amongst
motorists that 1t 1s to-day. Many of us remember the
controversy which raged concerning these brakes and
their arrangement—diagonal braking it was then called.

After the war, Mr. Marshall started in business on his
own account., He had alreadyv, even before the war,
acquired a leaning towards the small car, his imagination
being fired, to a considerable extent, by the performances
of some of the early Singers and Bugattis, in the hands
of such stalwarts as Havwood and H. L.ambert. He
foresaw, even so long ago, that the time would soon
come when the vast majority of motorists would look
to the small economical light car as their means of
locomotion and of enjoying the sport and pleasure of
motoring, He therefore made his own plans accordingly,
and decided to devote himself to this type of car both
as a medium for sport and for trade.

After the war, therefore, when the time came for him
to strike out for himself, as it were, in business, he took

Sportsmen

-

up the small car, making it his work to sell them, and
his pleasure and sport to ride them in races and com-
petitions of all kinds. Of his success in the former
department, there 1s as little doubt, amongst those who
have no more even than an inkling of the facts, than
there 1s of the latter, which 1s, by its very nature, more
asy to discern, since the results of competitions and the
like are there for the world to see, which those of industry
are not. The way to succeed in after-the-war business,
he foresaw, would be to have some special line, and some
special way of proceeding, and he chose to deal in cars
which, although of the sporting type, and excellent in
their way in that department of motoring, would also
be equally good for the purposes of the ordinary motorist.
Mr. Marshall’'s views are particularly interesting to us
because, in a way his methods are in line with the policy
of this paper, which is being conducted in the belief
that, in time to come. those makes of cars which are
well and properly entered as sporting cars and which
come to have the best reputations on the road and track
in competition with like machines, will eventually be
known as the best cars for the ordinary user, for reasons
which should be fairly obvious.

Ultimately, as the natural outcome of this train of
thought, he established the principle that he would
never race a car, or enter a car for any competitive
trial, which was not in every way a type which he could
sell, as it competed, to the general public. He would
not race cars which were specially built for competition
work, or which had to be coddled and cossetted in order
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WINNER OF THE 75 M.P.H. LONG HANDICAP, ON A HAMPTON.

that they should give of their best in competitions.
wery trial that Mr. Marshall has entered, for example,
with Bugatti cars, has been run using a car which has
travelled under its own power from ILondon to the
course for the test, the distance covered that way
being sometimes as many as two hundred miles. It
has then competed and has subsequently been driven
back to town again.

It 1s in this spirit, so far as circumstances will allow,
that he has entered for, and taken part in the following
races : The Grand Prix des Voiturettes, at I.e Mans,
1920 and 1921 ; the 200 miles J.C.C. Race of 1921 ;
the last T.T. race for cars, in the Isle of Man, 1922 ;
the Grand Prix des Voiturettes, 1922; the 200 miles
J.C.C. race of 1922 ; the Grand Prix des Voiturettes
Boulogne, in 1923 ; and again the 200 miles race of the
J.C.C. in the same year: the Grand Prix des Voitur-
ettes this year, again at Boulogne, in which race Mr.
Marshall was successful in winning the cup. Stress of
business interfered with his programme this vear to the
extent of compelling him to scratch from the J.C.C.
200 miles race and, as matters are now trending, and as it

WINNER OF THE GRAND Prix DES \"(HTURI':T'I‘I':S,‘ BOULOGNE.

becomes more and more impossible for any ordinary
car to compete with even the remotest chance of success
at Brooklands, in such races as the 200 miles, then Mr.
Marshall, true to his principles, will have to regard that
race and others like it, as outside his sphere of operation.

In the above list of events we have confined ourselves,
of course, to mention only of the big things in the world
of motoring sport. Mr. Marshall 1s a familiar figure
at all the principal hill climbs all over this country,
Scotland, and on the Continent. In all of them he uses,
not a racing car, but one which 1s saleable for use on the
road in just the condition in which he uses it for com-
petitions.

Although at the present time, most of Mr. Marshall's
competition work 1s being done on Bugatti cars, that
has not always been the case, as may be seen by refer-
ence to some of our illustrations. He has been success-
ful also on the Mathis, Aston Martin, Hampton, and
Crouch, to mention a few, and he still preserves his
interest, both from the business and competition points
of view, in all those makes of car.

Mr. Marshall confirms, from an entirely different
standpoint, the views already expressed by Mr. Edge,
through the medium of our columns, as to the benefit
which racing confers on that make and type of car
which 1s bred up on it, as it were, Mr. Marshall finds
that his competition experience is extremely valuable
in enabling him to assist his clients in diagnosing
mysterious troubles which they encounter with their
own cars. All that happens in racing eventually occurs
to the touring car in the ordinary course of use. Racing
and competition work is merely ordinary car use speeded
up, as it were, or compressed, so that quite a long spell
of normal use is covered in a very short time. Facts
about springing and steering soon come to light in
connection with a car which is so used, while other less
direct matters,less directly concerned with the racing
aspect, such as ignition troubles, quickly come to the
notice of the racing driver. Mysterious loss of power
in a certain make of car has been shown, as the outcome
of racing experience, to be due to overheated plugs,
causing pre-ignition, and depriving the engine of power.

ON A CROSSLEV-BUGATTI IN THE LAST I.O.M. RACES.
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SOME 1925 MOTOR CYCLES.

Ty, O.E.C.-BLACKBURNE TWwWIN.

ONE OF THE SCOTT-SQUIRRELS, TuE 33 H.P. (499) TRIUMPH,

246 ¢.C, T.T. BEARDMORE-PRECISION, THE 350 C.C. ROVER.

THE NIMBUS, AN UNORTHODOX DESIGN, THE 350 C.C. ROVAL ENFIELD,

SPECIAL FEATURES OF THESE MACHINES: in the O.E.C.-Blackburne, the frame construction: in the Levis, also, the frame (curved
top tube): in the Scott-Squirrel, the general arrangement of one of the best road-holding m;-,u'luncs. of to-day : 1n the
Triumph, the arrangement of the four overhead valves. The Beardmore-Precision, shown, is an entirely new model, as
is also the Rover. The Nimbus is a newcomer from Denmark, and the feature of the Enfield is its clean design and
straight-through arrangement of the exhaust piping.
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SPRINGING FOR SPEED.

Mr. J. G. Parry Thomas’s Idea for Improving the Suspension of
Road Vehicles.

Springs and Torque Eliminated.

IN nearly all ordinary systems of suspension as

employed on motor cars, use has been made, in some
form, of the original laminated spring so familiar on
horse-drawn vehicles. This type of spring is open to
several serious objections, chief amongst which are :—
(@) Springing cannot be obtained without a consider-
able amount of friction between the leaves ; frequently
rust and dirt accumulate to such an extent as to prevent
proper freedom of action of one leaf over another and
ultimately hard riding results. () With systems of
suspension of this type, it is necessary to provide an
external means to take the torque re-action of the
driving and braking forces on the axles. If no such
means is provided then the spring leaves are relied
upon to perform the function in question and, in order
that they shall be suitable and strong enough for that
purpose, they have to be made stiffer than would other-
wise be the case and the result is again hard riding.
(¢) In the case of the front axles of motor vehicles which

Fig. 1

———

MR. PARRY THOMAS'S SUSPENSION : FIGS.

are equipped with the ordinary type of laminated
springing, the movement is such as to cause the steering
pivots continually to change position, thus affecting the
steering and increasing the wear and tear of all the
moving parts of the steering gear and front axles and
also of the tyres. A further objection to laminated
springs is their weight, which adds considerably to the
unsprung weight of the axles, while they are also expen-
sive, particularly bearing in mind the number and
variety of fastenings which are required in order to
effect suitable connections between the axles and the
springs on one hand, and between the springs and the
chassis on the other.

Mr. Thomas’s own design, which he has patented,
does away with these springs and objectionable features
at one stroke, and his system provides definite means for
taking the torque of the rear axle, and in the case of
the front axle for maintaining the steering pivots always
in the correct position even when front wheel brakes are

Fic VI

- e - X5 =

I, 2 AND 3 SHOW IT APPLIED TO A FRONT AXLE, AND FIGS. 4, 5 AND O

AS FITTED T0O A REAR AXLE.
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SPRINGING FOR SPEED-—continued.

fitted. His method also prevents rolling of the vehicle
when riding round corners, He claims that it generally
performs its function in a more satisfactory manner
than any known system of suspension and that it is
comparatively cheap and simple in construction,

The springing of the vehicle is obtained by the sole
use of several torsion members, and these are so disposed,
relatively to each other, that the suspension arms
connecting them to the axles act as torque rods and
prevent rotation of the front axle and the rear axle
casing.

The chassis frame is suspended on these arms which
are supported on the axles by means of some kind of
universal joint and spherical ball bearing. The arms are
such in number and so disposed that they prevent the
axles from turning and in that way act as torque rods.
They are connected to the frame of the vehicle through
the medium of torsion parts which act as the springs
and some of them may be connected to anti-rolling rods.

The detail of Mr. Thomas's invention may best be
understood if reference be made to the accompanying
illustrations in which figures 1, 2 and 3, show the details
of this form of suspension, as applied to a front axle,
and figures 4, 5 and 6 indicate how it may be applied
to the rear axle. I‘igure 7 shows the springing arranged
on a car the centre portion of which has been removed
for the sake of clearness. Referring to figures 1, 2 and 3,
it will be observed that there are two arms near each
end of the axle, each pair of arms taking the place of
one of the usual springs. The lower arm is shown in
section in figure 2 ; its inner end is bolted to a flange
on the end of the shaft or spindle which 1s so long as
almost to reach to the centre of the chassis, At the
end remote from the lever this shaft is splined, and the
splines register with grooves cut in the interior of a
torsion tube. The tube is also flanged, but 1s bolted
to the side member of the frame. The inner spindle 1s
enlarged somewhat at the end nearest the lever and a
bush is fitted in the tube in which its enlarged end
may take a bearing, suitable provision being made for

adequate lubrication at this point. The other end of
the lever is attached by means of a spherical ball bearing
to a bracket which is bolted to the axle and it will be
appreciated that, as the axle rises and falls owing to the
wheels encountering various road obstructions, the
tendency is for the shaft to which the lever is coupled
and the tube to which that shaft is splined, to twist
and untwist, thus absorbing the shocks.

The object of securing the shaft only at its innermost
end, is to ensure that,in the first place, the whole length
of the shaft is utilised as a torsion member, and secondly,
that the whole length of the tube surrounding it is also
similarly utilised. The upper levers serve the purpose
of an anti-rolling device. Kach 1s mounted on the end
of the long spindle which couples the two sets of torsion
members together and thus ensures that in the event
of one wheel rising or falling, its motion is to a large
extent transmitted through the anti-rolling device to
the wheel at the other side of the chassis.

The upper levers are connected to the cross shaft in
the manner similar to that employed for the lower
lever. 'The lever itself is bolted to a tubular part which
takes a bearing in a bracket on the frame. The inside
of this tubular piece is key-wayved to accommodate the
splined end of the anti-rolling shaft. The outer end of
the lever is coupled to the bracket on the axle by a
spherical ball bearing and it is important to note that
the two levers and other connections to the frame and
axle form a parallelogram so that whatever relative
motion occurs between the frame and the axle there
can never be any rotation of the latter. This ensures
that the steering pivots are always maintained sub-
stantially in their correct positions. Moreover, if front
wheel brakes are fitted to the chassis embodying this
form of suspension, no additional torque member 1s
required as the arms themselves will act jointly in that
capacity and will prevent rotation of the axle when the
brakes are applied.

The mechanism as applied to the rear axle is precisely
the same in principle as that which has been described in

e e
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F1G. 7. FRONT AND REAR ENDS OF A CHASSIS TO WHICH THE THOMAS' SUSPENSION IS FIr'TED : NOTE THE ABSENCE
OF ALL ORTHODOX SPRINGS,
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SPRINGING FOR SPEED-—continued.

relation to the front axle. The arrangement of the
levers and connections in parallel form is the same, and
oscillation of the rear axle, under spring movement, is
thus prevented, reducing the tyre wear, a matter of
equal import both to the ordinary user and to the
sporting motorist.

An important feature of the invention is the facility
which the construction affords for adjustment of the
height of the frame above the ground. To effect such
adjustment, all that is necessary is that the torsion rods
should be disconnected from the tubes to which they

are splined, being then moved round a tooth or two in
one direction or the other according to whether the
height 1s to be increased or decreased.

It 15 also possible to vary the springing of the vehicle
to which this device is fitted, merely by altering the
length of the torsion members, or their diameters.

Further, in order to strengthen the springing, the anti-
rolling members may be utilised as torsion members by
splining them at their centres, and keving them to
tubular members in the same way as has already been

described.

A NEW SPORTING RISK.

LEGAI, case of considerable interest to motor
sportsmen was decided last month, when, in the
High Court of Justice, King's Bench Division, a Mr.
Davill brought an action against a Mr. Cotgrove, claim-
ing damages in respect of personal injuries suffered
as a result of the defendant knocking him down with
his motor cycle in the course of a hill climb. The
~accident occurred on October zoth of last year, during
the Essex A.C.’s hill climb at Thundersley.

The plaintiff was walking up the hill and stopped at
a curve to talk to two friends. They stood on the grass
border of the road. While conversing, the defendant
came round the bend, but did not slacken his speed,
which was from 40 to 50 miles an hour. The motor
cycle suddenly shot across the road and charging
against the plaintiff, pushed him against the bank.
As a result both his legs were broken by the ankle, and
his right wrnst was fractured. The defendant had
pleaded that the police had been given notice of the
intended contest and that warnings had been posted,
indicating the fixture to the public. The plaintiff by
his presence had presumably accepted the risk. It
was further pleaded that the accident was due to a
latent defect in the motor cycle. It could not be said,
however, that the defence of accepted risk was open to
the defendant because he was engaged in the commis-
sion of an unlawful act. With regard to the defect, no
accident would have occurred if undue strain had not
been put on the machine.

Mr. Davill, the plaintiff in evidence, said he had not
been warned that it was dangerous to stand in the
position he had taken up. A notice had been posted
on the opposite side of the road warning people not to
stand there. He saw a motor cycle come round the
curve at about 40 to 50 miles an hour, when the wheel
of the sidecar attached to the cycle was lifted off the
ground, the machine then dashed across the road and
knocked him down.

His Lordship said that in the absence of clear statutory
authority, the police had no right to restrict the use of
the highway to any of His Majesty’s subjects. People
had a right to pass and repass along the highway and to
. make a reasonable delay on it, but no one had the right
to use a highway for racing. It had been laid down in
a previous case that a right of highway did not include

a right to race, and therefore it might well be unlawful
for other reasons to carry out races at a maximum speed.

The Chief Constable of Essex said he was present at
the contest and that he had given permission for the
event to be held, saying at the same time that he had
no authority to allow hill climbing contests, but that
the police would not take action for excessive speed,
providing the contests were carried out on a by-road
which was little used, that the permission of the local
authority responsible for the upkeep of the road had been
obtained and that residents in the neighbourhood
raised no objection.

His ILordship in summing up said that there was no
authority to turn a highway into a race course, but
every effort had been made not to impair the rights of
anvone who desired to use the road. This, however,
did not absolve the defendant from the duty of exer-
cising reasonable care.,

The jury returned a verdict for the plaintiff for £420.

The outcome of this case must induce a good many
motoring sportsmen seriously to reconsider their own
position. The sport itself is sufficiently expensive
without there being added the ever-present risk of
having to meet a bill for damages running well into three
figures. In the ordinary way a motorist makes pro-
vision for such an occurrence by taking out a policy of
insurance and 1t may be that many of those who take
part in hill climbs and similar events on the highway
are under the impression that such an ordinary insurance
policy would cover them against any such risk of that
described above., It is very doubtful, however, whether
that i1s actually the case. In the majority of instances
we imagine that enquiry will show that such an accident
would not be accepted by the insurance company as
reasonable risk and it therefore behoves every motorist
who takes part in such competitions to overhaul his
insurance policy beforehand, to make quite sure that
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