
USS LEXINGTON CV -2 moored on, or possibly passing 
by the southwest side of Ford l sland, Pearl Harbor Navy 
Yard, during late March 1942, for what was to be her last 
refit. Note the boat stowage was previously removed from 
the base of the funnel. which featured a small funnel cap 
on the leading uplake venl. 
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'" ·'''~r~~: ,_ -;~~ ~;~:~::n~~-;;~),~N'~'~i-yu~·fp~~·r"l~~;~~~-. H". :.. . .. ' . : C-87tfCV\ Y10 	 Nay I, 1942 

To ' The Chiel( o f .... :tt'/-h " nu:rm~u .o.t-:.Shlpo • . •..•.~ .-t'.j . . -'- _.":."-::;:.-:..::-:.:..... - :-..::::-.:..--:: Ser~ y-0850 
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 The commandant, Navy Yard, Pearl BB.rbor, T. H.Sub,1ect: usa LnXINO'i'LiN 	 '( 'leva) - Reciov~n-o!~~R".. .aat!oer,.•.__ ,-< . ;: • The Chief of the Bureau of Ships.

-' I ." .: ...... c.y 2/L' (170)"", ----, .- ._.~ 0 

RefeJ'onoe: (11) ~~nu~ ..C(j ri1~~~!,_8.p..?.:~.;:~_1~~O ~ - ~~l~.~ar~,. ~~f... '" ".. , , Subjectl 	 U.S.S. LEXINGTON (CV2) - In&tallation of 20 MM 

and 1.1 A.A. ~UDS. 


Enclo3uret (A) P. II~ Pho~ORraPhO - , U?S > Llf~I.NGTON;- ReMovtll or 8" 

(tler6I'1ith) - (2 pr1nt eBoh) , -- Batteri~r"J,No'. '1g..;402, .: ~?2-42, Reference I 
 (a) Buships Conf. Despateh 022212 of April, 1942. 

, , 	 , 424-42, 426-42. ·"'~P-1:.!, ' 42a-42, (b) Comdt. P.B. CODt. Itr C-S14jCV/ NYlO, Serial 
\ . 2 ,,,._ ,_ ~ (: 431 .~42, 432- 42, 434-.,,2. '441-42, '.' Y-0110 ot 11 April, 1942. 

' :'\ . _ 44(j.:"42 ".l 44Q_42. 	 ' 
. ~ - " "' I :;;: ;.- ·~~~: ~~~·~:":. v .. ! . Enclosure ~ (A) P. H. Photo. #646-42 USS-LEXINGTON - 5 - 20 

1. Tho removal or the 0" halter,. rrom t.be IJ!SS Ll::llllOTON (BeroUth) YB gune OD hinged plat. 
a u thorlzflJd bj' reforonce (a) \tUf) M-coomp11Qhed dur1na the early part 2 pr1nts at'bd side. frs 142-102. 
of her ourrant aVllilHbl1ity. In order to .oomp1ete the romoval tn each (B ) P. B. Photo. #541-42 USB LEXINGTON .. 3 .. 1.1 
the ahorteot p ooolhla t1me so ao ' to perrrt1t JJork- ~ to.be started on quad mounts abaft stack 
the instullu tion or 1.1 foundll tiOrIS, tho fo110wlns: prooedure "ao fr.. 12'i-13~. 
uo.dl . , ~ '_ ': "'-"- , (e) P. H. Photo. #648-42 USS LEXINGTON - 2 - 20 

r, _ , . --' ,':: ~ '. ... W @UD8 on atter end of 
staok. 

ID ) P. H. Photo. #649... 42 USS .LEXINGTON - 20MM gun. 
(a) Prior to the ur1va1 of th~ sh1p'''iwo 500 .ton 	borGeo "!Were 

ohorod intl3rnally and cribbed to ponnit eaoh ' to oarry one 0" itun 
at port after corner ofmount, c o mplete. CriQbinc wao propared on the ~ook under the 2~0 
flight deck.ton ha~8r-he8d cruoe to ~erm1t two mounte bein, 4anded there. Fab (E) P. H. Photo. #650-42 	 USS LEXINGTON ~ 20W gunsrioution " ork on the 1iftin~ pede woo ot a rtllld-';" -··' r at at'bd ~ter corner of

(b) I :~I"a\l1r.te11 upon the arriv_1 of the LEXII'IOTOR. ordnance tlight deck. 
TilDohinists COll\.lQencoll otl.utino: the four tIlOuntll ·adrirt at the levol or (F) P. H. Photo. #551-42 	 USS LEXINGTON - 6 - 20MM 
the rollel~ pHth oturtinR with No.4 I!Iount nnd . working torwH.rd. Forty guns outboard of stack 
elQ:ht hours after the Ilrrivul of the ship the No. ' 4 mount was ready frs. 9s1-109j. Note olip. 
to be liftod. RIt;ntnp; orrllnftet'aentar prooeeded and by the fourth d",y rm. in foregroucd . 
the tirot lift woo raady. · On thIs da:r 2 mountl ooraplote with found (0) P. H. Photo. #652-42 USS LEXINGTON .. 4 - 1.1 
Qti on stools were re~oved. Threo ~1fts were required tor 8nch ~ount. quad mounts forward of 
'I.'he heavIest, the rotu.t1n ~ struoture above the roller path, we1ched staok tree 65-66. 
appro,dmlitely 330,000' pound3. Theoe t"o r:'Iounta wore placed on the ' (8) P. B. Photo. #653-42 USS LEXINGTON - 4 .. 1.1 
previously prspured bur~oo "h10h httd boen plaoed as oc.mel. \.Jetwsen f quad mounts forward of 
the ahlp and tuo rlock. . ,'· "., : ·~ -:.' t,.,I,. . 1 staek frs. 65-66. 

(J) 	 P. B. Photo. #554-42 USB LEXINGTON.. 4 - 20MM 
guns on hinged plat. port

(c) On tha. ro110w1n" day No. ~ and .No • . 2 mounts "ere litted 1e. ~ 
aimi1ur manner und p l.(Jced on the prepilred oribbin" on the dock. In i 

eide forward frs. 85i order to p~umb thoae mounte "ith the hellv1 hook of ttl -~~-he.d 
9~ •. ,or une, it l'lldJ nccesollry to 	buok the L t!. ;nlH1TO.N OUV;DL()' }~t &6?~t 340 " (K) P. ' 8. Photo. #655-4-2 	 USS LEXINGTON - 3 - 20MK

ft. of tho ahip proJectod beyond the end of th(bOkRJ/~ ...tt'D\ held ~ guns on hinged plat . portin that pueitlon for about 	f o ur hourtl. In 811 )t M.:Y'JJor,e'\ required. M alde forward frs.121-132 . 
to r-emOVe th" ant1ro bllttl'r:r. :0 !4e/ a '.://'f ;--~\ * . (hI F. E. Pie eve '1a,la 1 ee Jed" staAhse in small 

" I YAM "'I I u-.s IHtg. e_Jlt. A egg lI. 
2. F:nclooure (t.), pictur"s tHken dnr th,~iotba:rlla -'r I ! S ~ 'f 360 (M) P. B. Pl... CV2-7Bj'-2 20 MIl· clip. I'm 

the 	work, Ilre {or"",lrded for the Burr-nula inform on. /If .....~ and details. 
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cc: l}uord (..,.ith 1 print Qt1 ~ . Cncl (I, ) nrr. '~ C. s.-lJU;r. 'TTP.. i 	 'IIi~ i', ;'<'" i?0,?'D~ ''~~~ r :-J !l" v... ,"" . ,..:, f~ ~ li''' ~' , ~ Ci " , 1..,~S/.rt~O ·, Il1 rJ1root1on } D!i.,;l,n,fhhJ! g;. elk .-1/ G 0hfi!Ei;tj;t~iar "'" "CO" 051642 40'->Ll1 
. 	 i'l .. "; ,

Above are two copies of original USN documents pertaining to CV -2. They provide a 
parlial description of Ihe las I refi l accomplished on LEXINGTON, In them, a descrip' 
tion is given of the work done to remove the 8 in. gun turrets and replace them with the 
1.1 in. medium anti-aircraft mounts, as well as the addilional 20rnm light anti-aircraft 

mount s that were fitted. In both documents , one can read [hal photographs of the work 
accomplished were enclosed, Unfortuna t.ely, only the images of the removal of the 8 in. 
turrelS have been localed al Ihis time. The pilolographs of the fin al fill ing of LEXING, 
TON have yel to be located. if they will ever be fo und , 
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Removal of LEXINGTON's 8 inch twin gunned tUlTets 
, by the huge yard crane at the Pearl Harbor Navy Yard 

rbegan on 26 March 1942 and finished four days later. 
Because of the size and capacity of that huge crane, the 
turrets were lifted in their entirety from (he canie l" and 
set onto awaiting barges. The two turrets in this image 
were mounts #1 and 2, Note that the tops of the gun tur
rets were painted dark, possibly Dec k Blue (20-B) the 

j time of this phot ograph, The warship itself came into the 
yard painted in Ms, 12, so that portion of the ship where 
the tunets were fitted was painted Ocean Gray (5-0), 
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In this image, 8 inch gun turret #3 was being removed, 
again by the huge yard crane, Turrets #2 and 3 were fitted 
with rangefiriders, while turrets #1 and 4 were nol. The 
platform attached to the after end of the funnel and just 
above the 8 jnch gun turret being removed was the 8 jnch 
Fu'e Control Station, Just above that, was the 5 inch AA 
Fire Control Station platform, 
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In this, a second photograph of the removal of gun 
tUlTet #3, is a better view of both the 8 and the 5 inch 
Fire Control Stations, The use of Splinter Prorec!.i ve 
Matting was still widespread, as much of thi s was 
attached to platform railing and to the sides of smaller 
enclosed platforms, The platform high up on the fun
nel was the .50 cal. AA machine gun gallery, both 
port and starhoard, AI the time of the laking of lhis 
photograph , repainling of LEXINGTON's camou
fl age was started, as the dark patch of painL shows on 
Ihe hull side, 
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This close-up view of tUrret #3, as it was lifted into the 
air from the superstructure of LEXINGTON , shows 
the mu1titude of rivets used in the construction of this 

The photograph on the opposite page was of turret #3 
being lowered onto the barge placed between the pier 
and LEXINGTON. Note the de-degaussing cables on 
the hullside of CY-2. These were massive cables that 
an electrical current was run through to neutrali z.e the 
warships magnetic fie ld , in an effort to combat mag
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of gun mount. 

netic mines. 
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Gun (urrel #3 being low 
ered onto a barge. 

The following page is a 
c los e-up image of the 
Jacc of gun turret. #1 
being de r.ached from rhe 
lining cradle after it was 
placed upon the barge . 

.. 

{ 




