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LING INCHES APART AROUND ROCKINGHAM DVAL

SUNDAY OCTOBER 6. RACE DAY ADVANCE BOOKING ONLY £12 AND KIDS GO FREE!®

The awesome new LL.S. style ASCAR
series is ready to be unleashed at
Rockingham - the fastest circuit in
the LLK. See drivers like Jason Plato,
John Mickel, Kelvin Burt and Nicolas
Minassian go head to head and

bumper to bumper at speeds
reaching an incredible 170 mph. And
because everyone gets a seat with a
view of the entire circuit, you won't
miss a single second of the action as
the racing gladiators do battle.

* Children 16 and under go free. (Must be accompanied by a paying adult, max two children per adult.) Race day on the gate £15 per adult.

Ticket hotline 0870 D13 4044

www.rockingham.co.uk

Test day Saturday Oct 5 - friends and family ticket (up to four people) £5.
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CLEVELAND 14.0702
USA

Winner
P Carpentier

\TRICK Carpentier
(above) scores his second
Champ Car victory, his
first onaroad course,
around the runways of
Burke Lakefront Airport.
== Poleman da Matta's
winning streak finally
ends when he has engine
problems, but his series
lead stays atamassive
50 points after title rival
Junqueira also drops out.
== Carpentier'slifeis
made easier when his
nearest challenger,
Franchitti, retires when
his engine gives out.

VANCOUVER 28.0702
CDN

Pole
C da Matta

Winner
D Franchitti

== DARIO Franchitti
scores an emotional win
(main picture) inthe
home town of his great
friend Greg Moore, who
was killedin1999.
Team-mate Paul Tracy
loses out due toa poor
pit-stop strategy.

=) A massive crashis
sparked when Carpentier
spins at the fastest

part of the circuit.
Fernandezinjuresahip
as Junqueira’'s nosecone
penetrates his cockpit.
== DaMattaisrobbed
of another victory dueto
driveshaft failure.

MID-OHIO 110802
USA

Pole oy
P Car pent|er .-

Winner
P Carpentier

=) A RARE mistake
from da Matta (below)
hands victory to
Carpentier,as the
Brazilian spins while
pressuring the race
leader. He finishes out of
the pointsin 13th.

=P Da Matta's team-
mate Fittipaldi fares
much better, achieving
his second runner-up spot
of the season.

LEVITT/LAT

== Vax Papis replaces
theinjured Fernandez. He
qualifies 14th, but engine
problems put himout.

ROAD 18.08.02
AMERICA,

ELKHART

LAKE

USA

Pole = W
B Junqueira *ts

LEVITT/LAT

-) DA MATTA (above)
ends his recent run of bad
luck with his sixth win of
the year, thanks to better
fuel mileage over rivals
Tagliani and Junqueira.
=39 A misjudged pass by
Brack on Tracy at Canada
Corner takes them both
out of the race. Despite
receiving anapology,
Tracy comments: “Sorry
doesn't get me points.”
== Tony Kanaan scores a
top four finish, despite a
scary crash in qualifying
when his rear wing snaps
at190mph.

MONTREAL 250802
CDN

Pole

C da Matta
Winner

D Franchitti

== FRANCHITTI scores
his second win in four
races (below) witha
brilliant drive at the home
of the Canadian Grand
Prix. His winis all the
sweeter as he carries the
number 27 on his car,
made famous by Gilles
Villeneuve, after whom
the circuitis named

ABBOTT/LAT

== A gamble onfuel
costs da Matta, but his
runner-up spot keeps him
well clear of nearest rival
Franchittiin the title race.
== The Champ Cars lap
about six seconds off the
Formulalpace, although
restricted turbo boost
anda control tyreis cited
as the reason for their

| relative lack of speed.

01.09.02

Pole
B Junquelra ' .'

=9 JUNQUEIRA rules
intheinaugural race on
Denver's streets, leading
from start to finish.

= Franchittiis taken
out by Team Green
team-mate Paul Tracy
onthe veryfirst lap,
leaving the Scot to fume:
"When your own team-
mate takes youout,
what can you say?"

== Team play from
Ganassi Racing allows
Junqueira (below) an
easy passage to victory
as Scott Dixon plays
tailgunner to take
second place - his best
finish of the season.

MILLER/LAT
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Team-mates Dario Franchitti and Michael Andretti will travel to
Rockingham with the same objective - to win. But their careers
may be about to head in different directions. By ROBIN MILLER

Franchitti: Old school
and new in the 200mph
orld of CART racing

: Andrefti (lef% ?gd

10 For all the latest event news visit www.autosport.com

For further information visit www.rockingham.co.uk

PHOTOS LEVITT/LAT

CART 2002

ichael Andretti and Dario
Franchitti share the same
professional address,
equipment, engineers and
desire: to win every Champ
Car race they start. They are
undoubtedly two of the best drivers in the CART
series and both harbour realistic chances of
success at Rockingham this weekend. But as the
FedEx Championship unloads in England for the
second time, the paths of both these high profile
drivers are heading in opposite directions.

After 19years and arecord 42 CARTvictories,
Andretti is nearing his 40th birthday and the end
of his fabulous open-wheel career. He becomes
the majority owner of Barry Green’s team in a
couple of months and the second-generation
star wants to give the Indy 500 one more shot
before probably calling it a day. Franchitti,
meanwhile, is in the form of his life - when his
machinery allows him to finish. The 29-year-old
Scot won the ninth race of his CART career at
Montreal last month. Just a few hours before
Franchitti took the chequered flag, I sat down
with him and Andretti to chew the fat.

First and foremost, I asked if there was a
chance of them continuing their partnership
next year, albeit from a different perspective.
“I hope we can keep Dario and I'm working as
hard asI can to make that happen,” says Andretti,
whois tipped to switch the team to the rival Indy
Racing League series. “My heart is in CART but
you've got to do what your sponsors want.”

Franchitti, however, remains undecided on
his immediate future. “I love the variety and
competitiveness of CART and that’s where I'd
like to stay,” he says. “But I also want to race
where the best competition is and right now
there are just so many unanswered questions.”

Andretti knows how he wants to run a team.
He reckons the trick is to hire good people who
he can trust, and then let them get on with doing
their jobs. “I know what a team needs as far as
people and structure go,” he says, “I know what
itneeds because I've beenin alot ofgood teams.

For further information visit www.rockingham.co.uk

Right now I know the weaknesses and strengths
of teams and that’s what I'd work on. Getting
people in the right places. But I'm not going to
get in the way of everybody’s job.”

But whether that will be enough to keep
Dario on side remains to be seen. For starters, it
could be a little awkward to have your team-
mate suddenly become your boss, couldn’t it?
“It will be strange, if it happens,” admits
Franchitti, “but I think it will be a good thing.
Providing, you know, Michael pays me what he
usually makes.” Franchitti laughs, patting
Andretti on the back. “There is nothing like
having somebody there to whom you can say:
‘Hey, we need this to happen’. Michael knows
whatit feels like. He’s been through it as well.”

Both drivers have indeed been through it this
season. There have been some mixed results
and both could have benefitted from greater
consistency with the car. But, as well as running
a three-car effort, the team has also had to cope
with a chassis switch to Lola early in the year
after Reynard went bust.

Franchitti’s view is that the team manages well
with three cars instead of the usual two. “We had
some teething problems last year,” he says, “but
I reckon this year it’s pretty good. We're just
missing it a bit. It's not quite there.

“But I don’t think there is any difference
between two or three cars. We're struggling
to keep up with [series leader Cristiano]
da Matta. You can get it right sometimes
and that’s what is frustrating because he
always seems to have it right.”

Andretti, who holds the joint record with Al
Unser Jr for eight wins in a season (a record
which da Matta is threatening to overhaul), says
Newman/Haas has provided a vital element to
the Brazilian’s title effort. “Da Matta is in a nice
position from a driver’s standpoint,” says
Michael, who won the championship with
Newman/Haas in 1991. “When you know you
have alittle bit of an edge [with the car] you drive
more relaxed and with a lot more confidence.”

Franchitti has scored two wins this year
(Vancouver and Montreal) and reached the
podium a further five times. He actually feels his
third place in Chicago has been his best race.

“We won pole and had the field covered, we
just screwed up in pit-stops. We could drive away
from everyone but we had to settle for third.”
Andretti, meanwhile, has won just once this

"It's great to go
to Rockingham
again because the
fans really know
their racing”
Michael Andretti

"T had a great
reception last year; it
was good to he back
racing in England"”
Dario Franchitti

year at Long Beach. But the victory was
significant - it was also the scene of his first
CARTwin in 1986.

“My family has a lot of history at Long Beach
and that one was very special,” he says. “We were
pretty good at Cleveland [second] and decent at
Mid-Ohio [third], but we've struggled in
qualifying and that really hurts you nowadays.

“It used to be more fun because you could be
14th on the grid and it didn’t matter - you knew
thatifyou had a good caryou could pass people.
Now we've got 18 guys running the same speed
and there is no way we’re going to pass. It all
comes down to using a different pit strategy.”

Last year, CART’s sojourn to Rockingham
and Lausitz in Germany provided some of the
series’ best racing, with lots of overtaking. This
was particularly impressive when you consider
the drivers had had little track time, especially at
Rockingham, where rain caused the trackto leak
water. This year, Lausitz is off the menu with the
oval falling into receivership, and Andretti and
Franchitti are both sad to lose the event. They are
wary of Rockingham’s lightning-fast layout, but
enjoy the enthusiasm of the British fans.

“Germany was a good race track, I really liked
it,” says Andretti. “Rockingham needs to figure
out a way to tighten up Turns 2 and 3 because
right now they’re just like a video game and you
can’t see either one of them. Thank God we only
ran one day there last year. That saved some
equipment. Butit’s great to go there because the
fans really know racing. They know the
engineers and team managers like Americans
know pro football coaches.”

For Franchitti the experience is made better
as he is the ‘home favourite’. “I had a great
reception last year and it was good to be back
racing in England,” he says. “It was like a home
race for me. And Germany was awesome. We’ll
definitely miss it. It was a great little track.”

Ifthe pair have known good times togetherin
CART, they have also both been through the mill
in Formula 1. Andretti’s one year with McLaren
in 1993 had more bad days than good, although
outright speed was not so much of a problem.
It’s easy to forget that he did have a couple of
memorable runs - including going from last to
third in his final grand prix at Monza.

“Looking back, it was not an ideal situation —
I only had one and a half days of testing before
my first race,” says Andrett, whose
team-mate Ayrton Senna was a constant
reminder that the American couldn’t have &

For all the latest event news visit www.autosport.com 11
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IT'S MORE A TOUCH OF GENIUS THAN MAGIC WHICH
KEEPS OUR VERSATILE RANGE OF RACE GLUTCHES
AHEAD OF THE GAME.

With a heritage started back in the Sixties, constant refinement and improvement
has ensured it has kept pace with the continual increase in engine power in o many
formulae of racing.

The latest technical improvements include a reduction in height,

re-profiled pressure plates to reduce heat build-up, and a re-designed
diaphragm spring mounting, all help your driver gain valuable
milliseconds on each shift, with complete reliability.

And to add some visual charisma to
match its technical lead, the new fully machined
cover is anodised in black with contrasting
countersunk bolts.

184mm and 140mm
Sintered and
Cerametallic Clutches

If your transmission could do with a little black
magic, get in touch with our technical sales
division today.

RACING

the SCIENCE of FRICTION

AP Racing, Wheler Road, Coventry, CV3 4LB, England. Tel +44 (0)24 7663 9595 Fax +44 (0)24 7663 9559 email; sales@apracing.co.uk
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& picked a worse year to race for McLaren. “We
had some good runs, but it was quite an ugly
atmosphere with all the politics.”

Of the little testing he did get in, Michael says
that he was always quicker than test driver and
future champion Mika Hakkinen and only one-
tenth slower than Senna when they tested
together at Magny-Cours.

Franchitti’s test with Jaguar in 2000 left an
equally bad taste in his mouth. “My test was a
farce,” he says. “Some of the guys on the team
didn’t want it to happen. Ask [Bobby] Rahal
about it. He was as pissed off as I was.”

Andretti, head nodding, agrees: “Yeah
and that’s all they’re going to know you by now.
That’s the trouble with F1. Perception is so big
over there. Look at Jean Alesi. He finished
second or third in his first race and became a
big hero even though he ran 201 grands prix
and only won once. But he got that good
reputation because of his firstrace.”

Franchitti, whose smooth, smart style would
seem to be perfect for F1, isnt sure what
the future holds, but he did learn a valuable
lesson. “I wouldn’t do it again without better
knowledge. I just wanted a car with the latest
specand Iwasn’t given that. My car had different
engines and a different aero package. I should
have stayed at home. But Cristiano did it right
[when he tested for Toyota].”

Both feel da Matta would have done a good
job had he landed a seat with Toyota next year,
and they would have pulled for him as they do
Juan Pablo Montoya. “I cheer for Juan just like I
used to cheer for Jacques [Villeneuve] because
they’re our benchmarks,” says Andretti, who
staged some great duels with Montoya during
the Colombian’s two years in CART. “IfJuan does
well it makes us look better because we beat him.
The guy has real talent and he’ll win the world
championship before his careeris over.”

Franchitti was much friendlier with the cocky
Colombian than Andretti and commisserates
with what it must be like to try and beat Ferrari.
“I think Juan is struggling with the car a bit,” he
says. “You see that in qualifying, although he
pulls out some pretty phenomenal laps. He’s a
buddy of mine and I want to see him do well and
win. He’s always exciting to watch.”

The question of whether there will be another
American driverin F1 draws a negative response
from Andretti: “I don’t think they care, it’s not that

BARRY GREEN

pedigree

COATES/LAT

LAT ARCHIVE

andstockcarracesin Australia ~— EmE—gT
but, when I got to the British
Formula 3 Championship, I
didn't know which way they
went,” says Green. "I guess I had
alot of car control because of my
- experience ondirt tracks, but I'll
Raclng never know whether I had the
ability tomakeit. Tjust didn't
have the money totest and the
fast guys tested every week.”
MOST people know Barry Green Green's early successes in
asthe man who steered Jacques  Australian FFord led himto
Villeneuve to the 1995 CART England, where he drovei

"My test was a farce.
Some of the guys on
the team didn't want
it to happen”

Dario Franchitti on his Jaguar F1 test

"1 only had one and a
half days of testing
hefore my first race”

> Michael Andretti on McLaren

Top: Franchitti big a deal to them. The US market is too  be ourElkhart Lake in England.”

was unhappy competitive, but F1 doesn’t have much But, even if the series does make it to Kent,
about how he was  competition in other countries. Over here they ~ Andrettiis notlikely to enjoy the experience as a
treated by Jaguar  compete with all the stick-and-ball sports plus  driver. Rockingham will be the 15th stop on his

Above: Andretti
did not feel at
home in F1

NASCAR, CART and the IRL, and it’s a tough
market for them. An American can make it, but
will he get the chance to do it?”

Still, there is talk that CART may soon have a
jewelin the crown that F1is not likely to reclaim.
Word is that the series could run at Brands

farewell tour — although nobody seems to realise
it. There has been none of the fanfare that
greeted father Mario’s last season in CART in
1994.“I guess that’s not my thing,” says Michael
quite simply. “It would be nice for all the fans
who supported me all these years, but it’s just not

Hatch next year, and it's a prospect that me.I'll quietlyfade away.”
Franchitti relishes. “I think the Brands Hatch GP Or will he? If youre going to watch on
circuit would be spectacular,”he says. “Itwould ~ Saturday, spare a whoop or two for Michael. &

memory was at Silverstone. We
wereallatatest, about 30 of us.
T was quickest by sheer luclkand
Warwick was on the pitwall
shaking his stopwatch.

"Talso qualified third at
Mallory Park once, but I had
electrical problemsin the race.”

Green, whose best results
were acoupleof sixthand
seventh places, was offered a

—wsa  FormulaAtlantic drivein

Barry Green raced with Mansell and Piquet in British F3 [RIEEULIIE et FaE T
knee injuriesinabig shunt two

LAT ARCHIVE

titleand Indy 500 glory. Heis British F3 seriesin1978and '79.  percent of the races because I to F1 stardom. He also raced weeks beforeinan F3race. He

also the force behind one of

open-wheel racing'stopteamsin  yearin FFordbutRonTauranac  the British Grand Prixand
offered me adeal to come to Australian GP. Leasing my car as well as Derek Warwick,

the US and the guy British

AmericanRacing wantedtorun  England, workfor Raltandhe'd  kept me on the track, but T'll
help me race,” recalls Green.
But what most folks don't "Ttdidn't lastlong becauseIwas  of Eddie Jordan. He not only

its Formulalteam.

“I should have stayed another rented out my car for Monaco, against future world champions  never raced again.

Nelson Piquet and Nigel Mansell, T was smartenoughto
realise after those yearsit was
Stefan Johansson, Chico Serra the way I didn't want todoit
always remember the kindness  and the late Jim Crawford. because I didn't have the ability
“T didn’t see much of Piquet to sell myselfand raise money,”

realiseis that, in his day, Green offered asimilar situation with loaned me aset of tyres, but he because hewasusuallysofarin  hesays."Inever really retired, I

was a pretty fair racing driver Chevron and took it. Looking guaranteed one of my cheques front of me butIhad alot of
backthat was amistalke because  soIcouldbuyanewset.”

and gathered a lot of his

motorsport savvy first hand. Ralt was the superior chassis.
" probably competed in 60 many F3rivalswhowouldgoon  pack,” he says. "My greatest

"I won alot of Formula Ford

For further information visit www.rockingham.co.uk

just came to the Statestobuilda
great wheel-to-wheel battles Can-Am car for Paul Newman
Jordan was one of Green's with Mansellinthe middleofthe  and never went back. ButI'm
not complaining.”

For all the latest event news visit www.autosport.com 13
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n the world of sport there’s little that
can compare to the sensation of
watching a pack of Champ Cars
streaming through your field of vision
at 220mph around an oval. The speed,
the sound, the blast of warm, swirling
air that accompanies them is unlike anything
else British fans will get a chance to see this year.

With its wide bodywork and slick tyres, a
Champ Car looks like a potent racing machine
when standing still, but at full speed. . . they take
yourbreath away. If the spectacle is exhilarating
from the relative comfort of Rockingham’s
grandstands, image what it’s like to drive one of
these high-speed projectiles as they run three
abreast just inches from a solid concrete wall.

“I think everyone gets a bit scared,” confesses
Christian Fittipaldi, who’s established himself as
one of the stars of the series since he made the
switch from Formula 1in 1994. “It doesn’t matter
what caryou're driving. But I think the fear factor
helpsyou find the limit.

“If the car is not handling that well the fear
factor tells you that if you push a little bit harder
through that corner then you're going to have an
accident. I guess if the fear factor wasn't there
then youd go through every corner wide open.”

Despite his concerns, Fittipaldi predicts that

in qualifying for this year’s race his foot will be
planted flat to the floor through each of
Rockingham’s four corners. Although visually
similar to many of its American counterparts,
Fittipaldi says the Corby track presents its own
unique challenge.

“They may look pretty similar, but ovals are
just asvaried as road courses,” he says. “Different
tracks have different characteristics and this
means a different approach. At Rockingham, the
straightaways are so short that you’re practically
turning all the time. There isn’t really a track like
itin the States. Although the layout is completely
different, the track it reminds me of the most is
Motegi in Japan. The corners there are long and
the speeds are similar.”

IfFittipaldi’s estimates are correct, the Champ
Cars could approach a 220mph average over a
lap with alow fuel load. At this speed he reckons
Turns 2 and 3 pretty much blend into one. With
laps disappearing in just over 20 seconds,
Fittipaldi says a unique type of racecraft is
needed if a driveris to prosper.

“Oval racing requires a different type of
driving skill to any other sort of racing,” he says.
“On aroad course you may be looking two or
three cars ahead of you, planning what you are
going to do, but on an oval that could be as many

14 For all the latest event news visit www.autosport.com
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Champ Car star Ch rlstlan Flttlpa|d‘l says fear in the cockplt I<eeps
i out Qf the WaII at_22©mph By. ANDREW VAN_DE BURG' :

Fittipaldi knows
the lines at
Rockingham (main
pictures). Below:
Christian driving
the Newman/Haas
Lola-Toyota

TR

as 20 cars. And because everything is happening
so fast you don’t have a lot of time to make a
decision, you have to decide what you are going
to do andjustdoit.”

In the same way that jet fighter pilots become
accustomed to the effects of extreme g-forces
and deep sea divers are comfortable being
underwater in near total darkness, Fittipaldi
reckons that he’s no longer aware of exactly how
fast he’s going when he’s ‘at work’.

“On ovals, and superspeedways in particular,
it’s very easy to get comfortable with what you
are doing in the car and sometimes you forget
just how fast you are going,” he admits. “It’s only
really when something strange happens ahead
ofyou and the car gets a little bit loose oryou go

For further information visit www.rockingham.co.uk

abit sideways that you're reminded of the speed
at whichyou are travelling.”

Last year’s inaugural CART race at
Rockingham featured a grandstand finish with
the lead changing twice over the final two laps.
Both came after the leader was unintentionally
balked by a backmarker, and Fittipaldi reckons
that fans can expect more of the same this year.

“There’s really only one groove around the
track. You could probably go high orlow through
Turns 2 and 3, but most of the guys will choose to
go low. Because of this, timing your run in traffic
is really important to make sure that you get in
the draft and catch a tow down the straightaway
so that you get a run going into a corner.”

Track time for last year’s race was limited and
this left some teams and drivers struggling to get
a handle on the right set-up. A new coating of
asphalt has been laid to ensure there’s no
reoccurrence of last year’s ‘weeping’, where the
porous track surface allowed rainwater to seep
back up through the surface.

If practice is uninterrupted this year it should
give teams enough time to get the cars working
at their best and make the field even more tightly
bunched than lastyear. If this is the case, then the
self-proclaimed fastest race in Britain could earn
the title of being its most exciting too. &

LOGISTICS

Express
delivery

TRANSPORTING well over
30racecars (each team
brings aspare) and several
tons of assorted parts and
equipmenttoaplace
thousands of miles from
homeisalways going to bea
tough task. Luckily for CART
it has Federal Expressasa
title sponsor, so getting
things to where they need to
beis less of a problem.
Travelling from America
to Europe or Asiais enough
of anodyssey without
worrying about taking along
the carsand 17,000Ibs of
partsand equipment - from

For further information visit www.rockingham.co.uk

spare engines and wheels to
helmets and firesuits for the
pit crew. FedExisin charge
of the heavy lifting once
teams deliver their payload
tothe FedEx hubat
Indianapolis International
Airport, just minutes from
where seven of the nine
CART teams are based.

The cars goin custom
two-tiered carrying racks,
whichare then loaded into
apair of MD-11 jets. The
180,000Ibs of freight each
of thejets carries is worth
about £45 million, and the
whole loading process takes
nearly three days.

“Loading the palletsinto
an MD-11 cargo hold is like
putting a puzzle together,”
says Gary Molinari,
managing director for FedEx
Charters."Once the carsare
inplace, the rest of the
pallets are assigned space

toensure weight balance
and distribution.”

But the planning starts
long before that. Technically
the carsand equipmentare
notimported or exported
out of the host country as
everything returnstothe
US onthe same aircraft, but
thereis plenty of Customs
paperwork nonetheless.
And basic elements like
flight plans and requests
for aircraft refuelling and
maintenance must be filed
upto 60 daysinadvance.
The whole operation
requires military precision
and about 1500 man hours

"We wouldn't be able to
accomplish putting our
show on overseas without
FedEx," says CART's director
of logistics, Billy
Kamphausen. "They have
kept us on schedule for more
than10years.”

"The amount of co-
ordination needed between
FedEx, CART, the race teams
and suppliers and the
officials from each country is
incredible,” adds Molinari.

Getting people overseas
is easier. The numbersare
reduced for international
races, butit's still a task for
team travel co-ordinators to
book flights, hire carsand
locate lodging for 20 to 30
people. And since teams
don't bring their hospitality
unitsand staff with them to
international races, they also
haveto contact local
caterers toarrange for food
to feed the crew.

“Overseas races
representa challenge for
CART inalot of respects,
says Kamphausen, "but the
welcome we receive makes
it worth the effort.”

JO
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CART 2002

ow to overtake

t’s easy to dismiss oval track racing as

a simple discipline. After all, there are

only left turns, and those turns are

often symmetrical at both ends of the

track. Set your car up to handle that

one corner, and you're on your way to
ictory Circle, right?

Wrong. As usual, the difficulty is hidden
beneath the surface. While most experts will tell
youit’s easier to make an oval racer out of aroad
racer than vice-versa, riding the banking
requires a skill all of its own. Even Formula 1
drivers admit ovals require unique talents which
aren’t used on other tracks.

Of course, it’s one thing to drive a car quickly
round somewhere like Indianapolis on your
own. What happens when there are 20 other
cars on the track, all standing between you
and that champagne-wasting moment on the
podium? Even passing lapped traffic can be a
hassle when there is little more than a tenth of

asecond perlap between competitors.

“Iwouldn’t say there is a specific trick or art to
accomplish a pass on an oval,” says defending
Rockingham winner and last year’s CART
champion Gil de Ferran. “It's more about seeing
the opportunity develop and taking advantage
ofit. It depends on how you set up your car and
howyour car handles in turbulent air.”

Turbulence is the biggest difference between
running solo in oval qualifying and the race
itself. The dirty air created by a Champ Car’s
wings - especially the Handford Device used at
California Speedway - is unpredictable and
sometimes brutal.

“You can’t see it, but if you were riding with me
in the car you sure as hell would feel it,” says
Kenny Brack. “The turbulence grabs the car and
you have no grip, so youre always correcting.
You're constantly fighting the wind like when
you overtake a line of trucks on the freeway.”

Brackraced for three years in the Indy Racing

ABBOTT/LAT

LEVITT/LAT

Trying to get close
to the car ahead
when running
round corners
requires big bags
of bravery

FLASHBACK

Last year's
flying finish

- THOSE present at Rockingham

Motor Speedway last
September will never forget
the fantastic finish between Gil
de Ferranand Kenny Brack -
neither will they...

De Ferran: "I thought I had
the race under control, but I
caught Max [Papis] and
somebody else. I made a dive
goinginto Turn 3, but I started
toundersteer offand I
couldn't get back on the power
because I was running offline.
SoIcameoutof Turn 4 just
about stopped, and Kenny

just zipped by me.”

Brack: "Now it was my turn
and I had two choices. I could
run flat-out and catch Max and
get by him somehow, whichin
retrospect maybe I should
have tried. But we'd had our
problems last year, so I didn't
really want todo that. SoT
tried to back offto try and
slow Gil down as well. Then I
could get going so I wouldn't
encounter anything on the
last lap.”

De Ferran: "Tkind of saw
that happening. I thought, ‘You
cheeky bastard! and I backed
offtoo. We both came off
Turn1going very slow, almost
like going for arestart.T was
probably two or three car
lengths behind him when T
nailedit. He nailed it too, but a
smidgen of a second later.”

Brack: "I misjudged it, or
Gil was able to get a little bit

of arunand he got around me
on the outside of Turn 4 and
then slammed down. I gave
him alittle bit of room, not
because I wanted himto go
around me, but because had I
not done it, we both would
have crashed. He came down
alittle bit too low, but it was
still agreat fini

De Ferran: "I went through
Turns2and 3 flatand I hada
really good run, so he pulled
down to the inside to protect
his lineinto Turn 4. That turned
out tobe good for me because I
had the draft from Maxand
huge momentum. That carried
me halfway past Kenny and it
was kind of adrag race to see
who was going to lift later
goingintothe turn.Thada
better line,awider entry, I
went abit deeper than himand
I managed to close the door. So
that worked out pretty good.”

Last year'srace went down to thelast cornerﬁéﬁmeen de Ferran (top) and Brack

AN TR

League (winning the 1998 season title and the
’99 Indianapolis 500) before coming to CART,
and all four of his Champ Car wins have come
on ovals. All that time running in circles has
taught the Swede what to look for.

“Without a comfortable car, you can’t do
anything on an oval,” says Brack. “Then you have
to be smart and use the advantages you are
presented during a race, whether it’s getting off
a corner well and getting to the inside of
somebody, or coming up behind some traffic
that slows him down and getting a run. But with
differences of hundredths of a second between
cars, if you have the slightest disadvantage,
you're stuck. That’s the bottom line.”

Sometimes a driver can be stuck in line for 20
or 30 laps, waiting for the guy in front to make a
tiny error. That’s when lapped cars come into
play, especially on short ovals.

“Traffic is just as much a feature as a turn,”
says de Ferran. “You have to be very

opportunistic because things change all the
time. You have guys beside you on the inside, on
the outside, somebody in front, somebody
behind, and they’re always at a different place at
a different time. Instead of the rhythm you find
in road racing, it’s about seeing an opportunity
and reacting fast and taking advantage ofit.”

Max Papis used a lapped car to pass Paul
Tracy for the win at Homestead in 1999 and has
excelled on the superspeedways.

“Passing on ovals can be very easy or very
difficult,” says the Italian. “It’s easy when you
have a good car. Other people getloose and they
come back to you like they were standing still.
I always kind of look two or three laps ahead to
see who they are going to catch on the straight
and prepare mentally in order to catch the
opportunity.”

Adrian Fernandez has raced Champ Cars
since 1993, before Honda and Toyota arrived
with technology that produced the &
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o 220 mph US Indy-style oval racing
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o ASCAR support racing
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o Sony Playstation 2" Dome - play all the latest
PSZ games - FREE!

o Live bands & after-race movie
o ASCAR passenger rides

o Shopping malls

o Food and drink available all day

o Free car parking

THE BEST VIEWS IN UK MOTORSPORT

o [Guaranteed grandstand seat, with a great view
of the action
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G21000-horsepower engines of the late *90s.
CARTreacted by reducing the size of front and
rear wings in an effort to reduce cornering
speeds, making the cars much harder to drive -
and even harder to pass.

“In the old days it used to be a lot easier to
pass,” Fernandez notes. “You had two types of
tyres and people went off quicker. The
competition wasn'’t as close. These days even
momentum doesn’t help because the fields are
so tight, and the line starts getting narrower and
narrower throughout the race. You try to go out
a little bit wider to try to get clean air and you
get into the marbles. That really limits passing
on small ovals.”

Fernandez agrees timing and momentum are
the keys to executing an oval pass — along with a
little luck and a lot of co-operation from the guy
you are trying to overtake.

“You get awful close to the other guys and you
have to trust them, especially if youre on the
outside so you don’t get run into the wall,” he
says. “It gets hairy.”

CART championship leader Cristiano da
Matta says that using traffic is the secret to
getting by the driveryou are racing, but he adds
that sometimes even passing backmarkers can
be areal challenge.

“It’s difficult — it’s definitely not an easy thing,”

dirty air

dirfy air

The wings of the leading car create a hole in the air so the car

dirty air

behind is able to close up on the

straights. But in the corners dirty air comes into play, reducing the second car’s downforce and grip

Running close to
the car ahead
(main pic) is a
crucial part of
racing on ovals

he says. “Ifthe guy you’re racing gets too close to
the car ahead of him in a corner and he has a
slow exit, you just choose the side you want,
inside or outside. You're going to make it. Butyou
setup your pass in your mind.

“Your car control skills aren’t going to make
much difference - it’s all about timing and your
ability to predict what is going to happen in front
of you. You have to be quick and 100 percent
switched on. There are a lot of things to think
about in avery short time.”

Papis believes the cornerstone of being a

successful oval driver is a comfort with speed -
and an ability to tune out the ever-present
concrete walls.

“On an oval,you have it oryou don’t,”he says.
“You don’t need to be brave. If the speed isn’t
inside of you, maybe you can do it one time.
The second time, you're going to be in the wall.
You need a very high familiarity with speed and
to feel friendly with it. It’s a question of being
smart and very aggressive, and it’s not easy to be
aggressive when you are travelling at 200mph.”

Simple, huh?

BLACK ART

Tricks of the
oval trade

RENOWNED engineer Don
Halliday has seenand done itall
inhis long career, from designing
the Kraco and Truesports Champ
Carstorace engineering drivers
from Dario Franchitti to Kenny
Brack. Currently the technical
director for Fernandez Racing, he
talks about setting up a Champ
Car forovals.

“The main thing you needis
aconsistent balance througha
variety of different cornersand
avariety of different aspects to
those corners,” he says. "On top
of that, youneed togetas
much grip as you can, both
mechanically and
aerodynamicallyasa

combination. Then you worlk for
the race and seeif there are two
grooves involved and whether
you can run both. That'sa
perfect situation because you
can run with confidence and
potentially overtake, depending
onthe circuit.

“One thing the Europeans
won'tbe usedtois the
asymmetry to our cars within
the rules. We have a lot of left-
hand side positive camber and
right-hand side negative camber.
We play with the toes of the car
to create various characteristics
and different tyre pressures left
and right and maybe alittle split
between front wings.

“For qualifying, you'll play
with the balance right on the
knife-edge because you're
trying for that hundredth ofa
second that makes a difference
to where you qualify. Weather
isafactor - the air that the car
sees, and the effect of
temperature on your small front
and large rear tyres and the
pavement. But if the balanceis

For further information visit www.rockingham.co.uk
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right, it's difficult to wreck.
"During the race, the driver
has a weight-jacker that changes
the crossweight dynamically for
one corner, and he can play with
anti-roll bars. That's great
because you can change the

Don Halliday (left) now uses his e

,>

function of what the four
cornersare trying to doatany
one time. We can help outin
pit-stops with front wing or tyre
pressure changes.

“"Engineering for ovalsis more
about how you create a solution

,\ {

xtensive oval knowledge to help“ Adrian Fernandez

for the driver. The driver's
feedbackis vital because he's the
dynamic sensor that points you
ina direction with what you
know is on the car. The clever
team, the driver and the group,
will continually improve.”
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Kanaan had Montoya hot on his tail at Michigan in '99, but he hung on to cross the finish line first

Ifyou thought last year's Rockingham 500 was a tight finish,
it was a country mile compared to the top six closest finishes
in Champ Car racing history. JOHN OREOVICZ is your guide

= r- 3

ALLSPORT

Unser Jr used all of the track to triumph over Goodyear in

20 For all the latest event news visit www.autosport.com

CART 2002

a seven-lap shoot-out at the "92 Indianapolis 50

ast year’s fantastic finish at
Rockingham Motor Speedway
between Gil de Ferran and Kenny
Brack might have been close by most
standards, but it didn’t even make the
top 10 in terms of the closest Champ
Carrace finishes of all time.

After executing his thrilling outside pass on
Brack in the final turn of the final lap at
Rockingham, de Ferran pulled away to win
by 0.634sec — an eternity compared to other
memorable CART races. Here are the top six
finishes of all-time.

1. Mark Blundell wins at Portland 1997 hy
0.027sec from Gil de Ferran - and
0.055sec ahead of Raul Boesel in third

This remarkable wet race came to a most
unexpected conclusion, culminating in Blundell
scoring his maiden Champ Car win. The first 60
laps were dominated by his PacWest team-mate
Mauricio Gugelmin, who was untouchable
when conditions were at their wettest, but he
spun after a pit-stop.

Blundell then had a clear track and was soon
taking up to five seconds per lap off leader de
Ferran, who was trying to nurse his rain tyres to
the finish. Adding to the confusion, no-one knew
precisely how many laps would be run, because
ithad been declared a timed race.

For further information visit www.rockingham.co.uk

De Ferran was understandably driving
defensively as he tried to coax his wets through
the final lap, but Blundell got a better run off the
last turn onto the finish straight. He nosed ahead
of de Ferran just as Gil thrust his fist in the air to
celebrate what turned out to be second place.
Had the race gone another lap, Boesel might
have passed both of them!

“The team came on the radio with a couple of
laps to go and said the leader was six seconds
ahead,” Blundell says. “When I crossed the line,
I didn’t know I had won. Normally the team
comes on the radio and says, ‘good job’, or
something less complimentary. This time
nothing. Then I saw the scoreboard with #18 on
top andIlet out the biggest whoop ever.”

De Ferran says: “I knew the guys on slicks
were catching up. I had a lot of wheelspin and
Mark just got off the corner better than me.
I didn’t know whether to smile or cry.”

2. Tony Kanaan wins the1999

Michigan 500 by 0.032sec from Juan

Max Papis was the man to beat all afternoon, but
his Team Rahal Reynard-Ford ran out of fuel
entering Turn 3 on the final lap. Kanaan just
missed hitting Papis, and by the time he regained
his composure, Montoya was steaming up
behind. They crossed the line side-by-side, with
Kanaan just ahead.

“I'had to back off when Max slowed, and I
didn’t really think about Montoya,” recalls
Kanaan. “He was about three seconds back, but
all of a sudden he was right there in my mirror. I
tried to stop him — he was coming strong on the
inside. But he didn’t quite make it. I felt sorry for
Max, but that’s the way things go sometimes.”

3. Juan Pahlo Montoya beats Michael
Andretti by 0.040sec inthe 2000
Michigan 500

Every one of CART’s races at Michigan
Speedway after the introduction of the Handford
Device rear wing in 1998 has featured dozens of
lead changes. But the 2000 race produced one

of the most exciting finishes of all time, even if it
wasn't officially the closest.

Montoya’s Lola-Toyota was quickerin Turns 1
and 2, but Andretti’s Lola-Ford had the edge in
Turns 3 and 4. They actually crossed the line side-
by-side on laps 241 and 244. On the final tour
(250), however, they were side-by-side through
Turns 3 and 4 heading towards a photo finish,
only to encounter the slow lapped car of Tarso
Marques. Astonished by the speed at which the
leaders approached (the final lap was run at
nearly 228mph), Marques stayed to the outside
and conveniently provided Montoya with a draft,
allowing him to nose ahead of Andretti.

“Iwas flat,and I think he was flat as well,” says
Montoya. “It was just a matter of who crossed the
line first. He pushed me up high in the last
corner, and the backmarker [Marques] moved
up. IfThad to,I was just going to tap him.”

Andretti says: “I thought Tarso was going to
help me. Ifhe’d moved overjust halfa carlength,
IthinkIwould have won. But he stayed right out
on the wall, trying to stay out of our way, and by
doing that, he allowed Juan to get a tow and that
was the difference. Juan was good to race with.
We took care of each other, but he just beat me.”

4. Al Unser Jr wins the 1992 Indianapolis
500 by 0.043sec from Scott Goodyear
America’s most famous single-seater race was
decided by a hair’s breadth when Unser Jr won
his first Indy 500 from Goodyear after a thrilling
seven-lap shoot-out. Michael Andretti had
looked set for victory, but a broken fuel pump
caused him to coast to a halt, prompting the last-
gasp dash to the flag. To make matters worse,
both his father Mario and brother Jeffhad been
hospitalised during the race after big crashes.

Goodyear tried everything he could to
pass, but Little Al just fended him off. “I never
lifted until the last corner, where my car got a
little loose,” says Unser. “I tried to make myrace
caras wide asIcould.”

Goodyear counters: “I don’t knowifI'd call it
blocking; I'd call it using the race track and I
would have done the same thing. I was catching

For further information visit www.rockingham.co.uk
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him in Turns 3 and 4 and started to get a good
tow. He knew it and he weaved.”

5. Scott Pruett wins the 1995 Michigan
500 by 0.056sec from Al Unser Jr

This was the best Michigan race in the pre-
Handford era. Unser and the Penske team were
keen to prove they could compete on
superspeedways after he and Emerson Fittipaldi
sensationally failed to qualify for the Indy 500
earlier in the year. But Al's margin faded late in
the race because Pruett had the advantage of
Firestone tyres, and he executed a clean outside
pass in the final turn to win. It was Firestone’s
firstvictoryin CART.

6. Mario Andretti wins Portland 1986 by
0.075sec from son Michael

Michael was the dominant CART driverin 1986,
but he was often let down by the unreliability of
his March-Ford. At Portland on Father’s Day,
Michael had a big lead entering the last lap, but
his fuel-starved engine began cutting out. He
kept going into the final turn and looked to be
home free. But the Cosworth coughed again,
and Mario won the drag race to the line.

“That wasn't the Father’s Day gift I had in
mind,” said Michael afterwards, to which Mario
replied: “At my age [46], I'll take ’em any way
Icanget’em.”

Above: De Ferran
thought victory
was his at
Portland in '97
but Blundell had
just edged ahead.
Below: Michael
Andretti's fuel-
starved engine
gifted dad Mario
a CART win for
Father’s Day in '86

"“That wasn't the Father's
Day gift I had in mind”
Michael Andretti
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The all-new Radical SR3 Tracksport is Radical have built a reputation for driving experience, whilst maintaining
set to dominate the trackday scene, high standards of design and the highest standards of safety.

in the same way that Radical’'s sports engineering excellence. Their range
racing cars have dominated the club of extreme sportscars are highly
racing scene over the past few years. focussed on providing the ultimate
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CART 200

n the 12 months since he was fired as
head of Jaguar Racing’s beleaguered
Formula 1 squad - a role he held for
justunder a year - CART team owner
Bobby Rahal has settled happily back
into life in America.

Despite his absence formost 0f2001, Rahal’s
CART squad came close to scooping the title
with Kenny Brack. But this year, with Jimmy
Vasser and Michel Jourdain Jr driving, Team
Rahal started well and then faded mid-season, a
situation that the owner and hands-on team

24 For all the latest event news visit www.autosport.com

ingtime as the boss of Jaguars
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~ hesbetteroff

boss Scott Roembke are scrambling to turn
around. Bobby is also putting together aToyota
Atlantic team for promising young female racer
Danica Patrick, and hopes to run an Audi in the
American Le Mans Series next year.

Rahal’s a busy man. He has a fleet of historic
cars that he races occasionally, including a
Porsche 917,2903/3,an F2 Brabham BT23C and
the selfsame Lola T296 two-litre sportscar he
raced 25 years ago in CanAm. With all of these
things going on in his life - as well as a string of
Honda, Toyota, Lexus, Jaguar and Mercedes-
Benz dealerships in Ohio and Pennsylvania - it
isn’t surprising that Bobby doesn’t really miss the
high pressure, dog-eat-dog world of F1.

“There are certain aspects that I really
enjoyed in my brief experience with Jaguar,”
Rahal muses. “Obviously, in Formula 1 there’s a
lot of very talented people and I had the
opportunity to work with a few of them, and I
enjoyed the creativity process of designing and
building your own cars. I thought that was quite
unique and attractive. It's a huge expense to do
it. It doesn’t necessarily make much economic
sense but ifyou've got to doit, it certainly proves
an interesting experience.”

It's fair to say Rahal encountered quite a
culture shock when he took over at Jaguar.

1 effort has convinced Bohby Rahal

“Obviously, the paddock is quite different
compared to CART or perhaps even any other
form of motorsport that I've been associated
with,”he says. “While there were certain aspects
of that which I enjoyed, there were some other
aspects that1 did not. The big difference between
CART and F1is that in Champ Cars, the racing is
the show, and in F1 the show is the show. Racing
is almost incidental.

“All in all, Pm disappointed that I did not get
the opportunity to do what I set out to do at
Jaguar. In some aspects it was agood experience.
In some aspects it was a bad experience.
But what's done is done and I'm happy to be
where lam now.”

Rahal’s F1 interlude has given him even
greater respect for his peers in racing, such as
FrankWilliams and Ron Dennis.

“Racing is a very entrepreneurial business,”
he says. “You have to have that kind of freedom
to act if necessary. That’s what's made Frank
Williams and Ron Dennis so successful. Big
corporations act differently than entrepreneurial
corporations. Even though they try to act
entrepreneurially at times, the sheer mass of the
company doesn’t allowit.

“I have tremendous respect for Frank in
particular, and Patrick Head. There’s no secret to

For further information visit www.rockingham.co.uk

me why they are successful. And it’s the same
with Ron. He’s got much more on his plate than
Frank seems to have, but these are guys who
were there in the beginning and they’ll be there
at the end, and there’s alot to be said for that.”

Rahal says that he gained rather than lost
friendships during his time in F1, and that his pal
Adrian Newey made the right decision to stay
with McLaren, despite the fact that it could have
secured Rahal’s own future at Jaguar had he
convinced the design ace to join him there.

“In the end, Adrian made the right choice,
didn’t he?” Rahal acknowledges. “Perhaps he
saw something that I didn’t see, or didn’t want
to see. In the end I don’t know if it would
have made any difference had Adrian joined.
Idon’treally blame him. If anything, I developed
some friendships there that I didn’t have before,
soldon’tlookatit as anegative experience at all,
otherthan thatIwould liked to have seen it out.”

Rahal says it’s impossible to assess from the
outside the state of Jaguar, but he believes the
structure of F1 makes it extremely difficult to
challenge the top three teams.

Not that he feels there’s a lack of effort on
Jaguar’s part - Rahal believes there were alot of
good people in the team, but that all the
controversy didn’t help. “All it took was one or

For further information visit www.rockingham.co.uk

TESTING TIME

Teamis
staying in
the fight

BOBBY Rahal’s CART team
has been disappointing this
year, although Michel
Jourdain Jr's unbelievable
consistency has kept himin
the top 10 in the points.

“More often than'not
Michel's race pace is more
competitive than his
qualifying pace,” says Rahal.
"That's a frustration for all
of usand I'm sure for him
as well, because you can't
winracesif you're
qualifying 16th.

"The fact that he's gotten
where he has in some races
came by strategy,’ argues
the team owner. "Obviously,
he has to drive the car but it

Top: former CART
champ Vasser has
had a tough time
in 2002. Above:

was the strategy that
got himin the position to
finish fourth.

“Early in the year,” adds
Rahal, "we were quite
competitive bothin
qualifying and the race, but

we seem to have lost our

way alittle bit. There's no
doubt that Honda and
Toyota - even though
they're leaving the series at
the end of the year - are
continuing to push the
limits, and I'm not sure
we're in the best situation.
Obviously, Ford's not willing
to commit the resources
that Honda and Toyota are,
but everybody’s working
the hardest with what
they've got.”

Rahal says his team has
short-changed its star driver
Jimmy Vasser. "We haven't
been helping Jimmy,” he
admits. "He's better than
what's being shown. We've
had some good races with

Jimmy but we've had some
races where, frankly, I think
he’s been embarrassed and

determined to fight on.
"We've got the reliability
down,” he says. "Michel's

I'membarrassed. We're
definitely turning over

finished every lap of the
series, but we're not happy

stones here to ensure that at finishing fifth or sixth.
therest of the seasonis That's not what we've
very competitive. I've no worked so hard for and
doubtthatJimmyisadamn that's not our history. We're
good driver.” notgivingup —we're

Rahal says that even “tooking under every rock
though the year has not and going through what we
gone to plan, his teamis needtodo.”

PaAAD

Jimmy Vasser (left) and Michel Jourdain Jr have
struggled to get results for Team Rahal this year

two good ideas that are put into effect and voila,
you’re competitive. But being competitive and
winning races are two different things.

“The task of beating McLaren, Ferrari or

Rahal did not stay
smiling for long at
the Jaguar
Formula 1 team

Williams is huge. When you see the effort that
people make just to be the fourth or fifth team,
it’s a hugely difficult task and one that demands
extraordinary patience and commitment. That’s
what makes F1 so tough.”

Rahal says F1 and CART are poles apart in
terms of what it takes to win. For one thing, the
rules are very different and F1 is a meritocracy

which makes it very difficult for teamns to climb
up the ladder. In effect, the rich get richer and the
poor get poorer.

Now backin his natural habitat, Rahal says he
has no ambitions to return to F1.

“At this stage of the game Ireally don’t, unless
Ihad my own team so I could controlit,”he says.
“Actually, an area that I find more appealing is
some of the junior categories, to have more of a
role in bringing people up. I think that’s
something that might interest me. Who knows?

“Maybe I could go back and have a Formula 3
team some day, especially as more Americans
make the trek to Europe. That to me would be
interesting because I always enjoyed racing in
Europe. I enjoy that scene. But I think F1’s out.”

The thing he says he misses least about the
sport is the ‘Piranha Club’ atmosphere of the
grand prix paddock. Rahal has learnt that
handshakes, commitments and contracts “really
dont mean anything”, and that such an
environment is one he doesn’t want to be in. It’s
aunique situation that he believes could never
exist in the United States.

As many people in the paddock argued
at the time, Rahal was simply too nice to survive
in F1. CART, however, is a different kettle of fish
- and there are no piranhas there. @
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TEAMKOOL TEAM A remarkable year for DARIOFRANCHITTIGB #27
owner Barry Green: A mid- Hertasays: Dario is a super-quick guy Age 29
GREEN ~ season chassis change, winsin everywhere. He hasstruggled thelast ~ Starts 109
CART for all three drivers, and a year or two for consistency; the car Wins 9
near-miss for Tracy at the Indy hasn't seemed to have been to his Poles 12
500. Also, the wheels were put liking week-in, week-out. If Team Career points 685
CHASSISLOLA in motion for Andrettito buy the Green gives himagood car, he's Last year 7th (105 points)
- - ENGINE HONDA team. Heading for the IRL in'03 particularly motivated to bring Career hest 1999, 2nd

with Honda - with Franchitti? Great Britain a win this weekend.

‘ PAUL TRACY CDN #26

Hertasays: Paul'sjustgreat, Ilikehima Age 23
| lot. He's just so exciting to watch out Starts 186
‘ there. Regardless of where he startsin ~ Wins 19
, therace, youknow he'sheadingtothe  Poles 13
i 1 i i i h ein hel P J O H N O R EOVICZ front. His big Achilles heelhasbeenhis  Career points 1182
Sowho's the likely winner at Rockinghamand who hasn't got ahop sl e =

analyses the teams; former CART ace turned F1 wannabe BRYAN H ERTA rateshisoldrivals !

Paul to run well - that often happens. Career hest 1993,'94,'99, 3rd

MICHAEL ANDRETTI US #39 Age 39
EWM AN TEAM Back at the top of their CRISTIANO DAMA"A BR #6 Hertasays: I thinkhe'sdueforasend-  Starts 304
N I game after a few sub-par years. Hertasays: Technically he isextremely  Age 29 off win from CART. Certainly, theovals ~ Wins ; [
HAASRACING DaMattahas energised the good. He'sgot the oo behind him ;i,:_arts Ig seemtohavesuited himinthelastfew  Poles 32
teamand engineering changes 100 percent and he's got that magic - ||ns : years. Not always the fastestin Career points 2452
have paid dividends; it seems to element, success, on his side too. oles - - qual _|fy|ng, Ibelieve he's the qu[ckes.t Last year 3rd (147 points)
get more out of the Lola-Toyota Succgss breeds. success, but. Career points . guy in CART oncold tyres. Don‘t write  Career best 1991, Ist
package thanitsrivals. Could be Rockingham will be interesting Lastyear p him off as a potential winner.
CHASSISLOLA looking at two new drivers for becausetheteamstruggledlastyear.  Careerhest 2001, 5th
ENGINE TOYOTA '03f daMattajoins ToyotaFL. This will be a test for him. RN
TEAM A powerhousein the BR #4
e i CHRISTIANFITTIPALDIBR#11 c“IP GANASSI '90s, winning four consecutive Herta says: Bruno's starting to look Age 25
o el B oon : ‘ . Hertasays: It's his final seasonbefore  Age 3l RACING CART crowns. But the titles like champion material. Hestruggled  Starts 34
# Havoline* = = . heswitchestostockcarsandhe’s  Starts 12 dried up after Alex Zanardi and abitlastyear, buthesbeenabitof  Wins 3
— 4 45 ' doneaverysolidjob. Hehasn'tquite  Wins 2 Juan Pablo Montoya left, and astar this year. He doesn't seem to Poles 4
shownthepaceof Cristianoandhe's  Poles 1 Ganassi has alot on his plate with haverealised whathecan'tdointhe  Careerpoints 189
beena lotless lucky. Still, he'sagood  Career points a7 CHASSISLOLA NASCAR and IRL efforts. Still car,soheswillingtotryanything!On  Lastyear 16th (68 points)
all-rounder and T expect himtorun Lastyear 15th (70 points) very capable. Surprisingly, his Motegiform, he'saclear favourite  Careerhest 2001, 16th
well at Rockingham. Career hest 199, 5th ENGINE TOYOTA Junqueiraleads the attack; at Rockingham.
newcomer Brack hasn't found
1 chemistry, while Dixon arrived IKENNY BRACIK SWE #12
TEAM The closest thingin PATRICK CARPENTIER CDN #3_2 ; | mid-year when PacWest folded. Hertasays: Youcan'tdiscountKenny,  Age 36
CART toaFormulalteam, the Hertasays: For me, he'sthe re\(elatlon Rge 10; ; although he's been overshadowed abit ~ Starts 54
FORS"“E Forsythe squad is developing the ofthe year. Sixyearsin and he's Starts : 3 ‘ by Bruno this year. He's very strong Wins 4
RACING balien e e = | 5
road courses, as . ‘ :
Egcr)nzastrated by Carpentier’s brimming with confidence. He's Career points - 33‘; ’ turnthe tables on his less experienced ~ Lastyear 2nd (163 points)
CHASSISREYNARD twowins. Will he be back? And diwaysbeenstrong ol ovels, attholioh Labyen [T Sh ‘ team-mateinthe closing races. Careerbest 2001, 2nd
when will Tagliani break he'swononroad coursestoo,sohesa  Careethest 2001, 10t ‘
ENGINE FORD through for his first win? dark horse for a win at Rockingham. |
| SCOTTDIXONNZ #44 Age 22
ALEX TAGLIANI CDN#33 ‘ Hertasays: I've beensurprised by him,  Starts 34
bl Tﬁ\gliz;‘ni isalottot:[gh%: ‘S\g:'t .E,Z Ithink he's done a really great job Wins 1
toevaluate than his team-mate. The S comingintoateam midway througha  Poles 0
guy has got loads of natural ability, Wins . season. He's definitely making the Career points 175
but just hasn't been able to find the Poles 3 most of his opportunity. He's not Last year 8th (98 points)
consistency. He's fantasticoneweek  Career points L shown winning formyet, but constant ~ Career best 2001, 8th
but struggles the next. 'mnot sure Lastyear 11th (80 points) top five pace all the way.
which Alex we'll see at Rockingham. Career hest 2001,11th
FERNANDEZ TEAM Well-funded, well- ADRIAN FERNANDEZ MEX #51
TEAM Much was expected of JIMMY VASSERUS #8 _ presented and well-managed by Hertasays: Which Adrianwillbeatthe  Age 37
the Rahal/Vasser combination, Hertasays: Jimmy's hagl a mlsergble Age 36 RACING ex-Ganassi boss Tom Anderson. Rockingham oval? I don't know. He'll Starts 158
but it has disappointed so far. On _sl%ason, butIstIiH rategl]m vet’yhhlgh:y-t ::_::’:5 19; Fernandez has long been known either be extremely quick, and could :Wilns 7
the engineering side the team e team nearly won the race herelas for his business savvy so it was actually pull off a surprise victory, or oles 3
miSSggDOﬂ Haﬁiday, who left for year with Kenny Brack, so hopefully Poles 8 no surprise that he took the he'll have apoor weekend. Whatyou  Careerpoints 767
Fernandez Racing. The carsare that will be an advantage forhl_m. Ifhe car:.el‘liomts e mlr}tzsl) CHASSISLOLA owner-driver plunge. Tech boss b et Lastyear 188 (45 points)
CHASSISLOLA very reliable, with Jourdain getsthrough thefirst corner, Jimmy lé:ieZ::rest 19%6 T ENGINE HONDA Don Halliday had the magic anything between the two! Career hest 2000, 2nd
- leading the mileage stakes, and will be afactorinany race. : b set-up at Rockingham last year.
ENGINE FORD the teamran well here last year. S 0JPN 52
MICHEL JOURDAIN JRIVEX #9 Herta says: Shinji has struggled with Age 31
Hertasays: Itsalittiebitofamystery  Age - the same inconsistency that Adrian Starts 51
with Michel because he showed Starts 15 has this year, buthe hasnevershown  Wins 0
tremendous pace and consistency Wins 0 similar pace at any point. The best T Ples. 0
earlyinthe season. He'sstill got the Poles L thinkhe canhopeforisatopl0andto  Careerpoints 56
consistency, but heseemstohavelost  Career points - scoreafew points. Thatsaboutalll ~ Lastyear 26th (1 points)
abitof the paceat themoment. Buthe  Lastyear 20th (30 points) cansayabout his chances, Careerbest 2000, 24th
could be apodium contender here. Career best 2001, 20th ‘ :

Forfurtherinformation visit www.rockingham.co.uk For allthe latest event news visit Www.autosport.com 27
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MONUNN
RACING

CHASSISLOLA
ENGINE HONDA

TEAM Kanaan suffered
abysmal luck to start the
season, failing to finish five
out of six races. Has
rebounded with three top-
foursin recent weeks after
matters cametoahead at
Elkhart Lake. Handicapped
by lack of a team-mate to
share information with.

“who has great ability but

TONY KANAANBR #10 |
Hertasays: The team has
struggled. Tony isaguy

he hasn't been able to show
it onaweekly basis. I don't
really see that changing, so
they'll struggle at
Rockingham again. That's

[ canii??

nottosayit'salackof Age 27
ability from Tony'sside, but Starts 88
they just haven't seemed to Wins 1
getahandleonwhathe  Poles 2
needs from the Lola. Career points 353

Lastyear 9th (93 points)

Careerbest  1998,'01,9th

PATRICK
RACING

CHASSISREYNARD
ENGINE TOYOTA

TEAM Dismal season for
one of CART's original
teams. Tookagamble on

- rookie Townsend Bell,

which failed miserably. The
American crashed a lot of
carsand created plenty ofill
will. Serviahad a good run
at Montreal, butisalikely
stop-gap measure as the
team regroups for '03.

ORIOL SERVIAESP #20 [ 17
Hertasays: He'sina
situation similar to Dixon,
butIreally don't know
what to make of Oriol. He
leeps showing flashes of
promise, but good results
have been hard tocomeby. %

The Patrick team has been (2

struggling thisyear, butin Age 28

my mind thejuryisstillout Starts 49

onOriol. Asateam,they  Wins 0

havetofigure out where  Poles 0

their problemsare. Career points 110
Lastyear  19th(42 points)
Career hest 2001, 15th

STGEORGE

CHASSISLOLA
ENGINEFORD

TEAM The Dale Coyne
team hasn't seen much
action for the last couple of
years, but they answered
the call to run Townsend
Bellin the two European
raceslast yearand
prepared a fast and reliable
car. Low expectations but
high anticipation.

DARREN

MANNINGGB #19
AUTOSPORT says: As Bryan
doesn't know Darren, it's
uptoustorate him.Heis
undoubtedly inat the deep
end at Rockingham, and
the patriotic nature of the |
teamis bound to attract

thelion'sshareof media  Age 27
attentionthisweekend.  Starts 0
Manning s level-headed  Wins 0
and deserves hischanceto Poles 0
provewhathecandoat  Career points 0
thislevel. He's got nothing  Lastyear nja
toloseandanimpressive  Careerhest n/a

showing could lead toa
full-time CART seat.

RACING

CHASSISREYNARD
ENGINETOYOTA

TEAM Veteran operator
Derrick Walker soldiers on
with Toyota support, and he
solidified his base inthe
Champ Car industry with
his purchase of the Reynard
chassis project. Solid team
with a family atmosphere
that provides good training
for up-and-comers.

TORATAKAGI JPN #5
Hertasays: Torais
extremely quick, and I
don't think people give him
any credit for that. But
what he doesn't seem to be

able to dois run quickly S

throughoutanentire race. \

That's got to be his :

objective toimprove on.He Age 28

hastoruneverylaptothe Starts 34

limit of his ability, not just  Wins 0

when he feelslikeit. Poles 0
Career points 58
Last year 215t (29 points)
Career hest 2001, 21st

HERDEZ
COMPETITION

CHASSISLOLA
ENGINE FORD

TEAM A solid operation
headed by ex-F3000 and
F1 Pacific team owner
Keith Wiggins. Gambled on
replacing the steady Michel
Jourdain Jr with rookie
Dominguez, who has rarely
shone. Hopes are high to
expand toatwo-car
operationin'03.

MARIO DOMINGUEZ
MEX #55

Hertasays: He's arookie,
andT've never raced
against him before. Has he

Timetable

done anything toimpress 0700 Gatesopen
If“e? N;])' not Veagl_’- Idd‘\’;'tt 0830 Rockingham Radio on air
know how much is down to :
him or how much might be \ 3 0915-1130 CART practice
downtoalackoffinance Age 30 1215-1300 ASCAR practice
ontheteam'spart.It's Starts 14 T
difcutformetojudge,  Wiks g 1400-1530 CART qualifying
but it would have beennice Poles 0 1545-1640 ASCARrace (60 laps)
tohave seensomeflashes Career points 15
of pace by now. Lastyear 2 Saturday, September 14
b :
Careerhest Lz 0700 Gates open/Rockingham TV on air
0900-0915 ASCAR warm-up
0930-1000 CART warm-up
1100-1145 ASCARace (60 laps)
1245 CART ceremony
1330 Rockingham 500 CART race (211 laps)

For further information visit www.rockingham.co.uk
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Quiet reserved, cautious —all the words you wouldn't associate with
CART's thong-wearing wild man Paul Tracy. By ERIC JOHNSON

ou blew it, man. I was
riding around in the mud
and rain on this thingina
thong. You should have

CART 2002

early. You really blew it.”

Paul Tracy was sitting on the Team Kool Green
Honda pit bike at Laguna Seca, looking up at me
and my tape recorder and shaking his head. On
hand for CART’s 2002 sneak preview at the
fabled California coastal circuit in February, he
had just finished a timed session and was

heading backto his rock’n’roll tour bus to get out
of the chilly winter air when he ran across me.

“| hope someone got pictures of me riding
in that thong because it was pretty damn funny,”
he adds.

What Paul Tracy was referring to was one of
just many examples that make him one of the
most flamboyant and outspoken racing drivers
in the world. Two months earlier, in the dusty,
heat-scorched badlands of Southern California’s
high desert region (way outside of Los Angeles),
famed film director James Cameron, American
helmet painter to the stars Troy Lee and a
number of big-time Hollywood stuntmen had
put together a large off-road motorcycle race
dubbed ‘A Day in the Dirt’.

Along with a wild mix of actors, musicians,
motocross stars and film, motorcycle and motor
industry types, Tracy, an avid motocross
enthusiast, was on hand to compete with Indy
Racing League starJeffWard.

Unfortunately, immediately after a Lawrence
of Arabia-like sand and dust storm, alarge winter
tempest blew in off the Pacific over the dirt bike
hootenanny. The racing was called off for the

day, and Tracy and Jimmy Vasser - who was
spectating — sat around in a motorhome until

someone started riding a minicycle around a few

30 For all the latest event news visit www.autosport.com

Main: Tracy wows
the fans with a
series of donuts
after winning at
Milwaukee - one
of the highs in a
mixed season

beer coolers laying in the mud. Soon after, an
ad hoc pit bike race broke out.

Tracy, on his Honda Cub, was in the middle of
it and grinning like amadman. Soon soaking wet
and covered in mud, he pulled off the track, went
into his motorhome, reached into the dark
recesses of a drawer, took off all his clothes and
put a navy blue thong on. He then exited the
bus, hopped back on the Honda and once again
began cutting laps.

People laughed, people pointed, people
shook their heads at the near-naked racer.
Round and round went the Champ Car veteran
in the driving rain. He was still going in circles
when I decided to head back to Los Angeles. I
never did find pictures of him riding around in
that godforsaken thong.

Perhaps more so than any other CART driver,
33-year-old Tracy truly wears his heart on his
Nomex-clad sleeve. A veteran of the tour since
1991, Tracy has had along and eventful career -
one which has produced moments of brilliance,
mind-boggling crashes, record-breaking fines
and an endless series of altercations with both
drivers and officials.

Seventh on three of CART’s all-time career
lists (wins, most laps led, and most starts) Tracy
has become, in recent years, a fan favourite

For further information visit www.rockingham.co.uk

due to his aggressive driving and tell-it-like-it-is
approach to the sport.

The day after his 185th career start — at
Montreal - AUTOSPORT tracked down Tracy at
his home in Las Vegas. A bit jet-lagged, but in
good spirits, upon recognising my voice he
brought up the thong-riding incident.

“Nobody ever said anything about that,” he
guffaws. “I was having such a good time that day.
Iwent out the first time and ended up getting all
muddy and soaking wet. I went in my bus to
change clothes, and was like, ‘f*** it’. I took my
clothes off, put the thong on and went back out.

“I don’t care what people think,” he adds,
insisting that he’s a driver who says and does
what he feels. “I do a good enough job on the
track and with my sponsors and team that I feel I
can be myself. I don’t get worried about what
they all think. Imean, I don’t get too far out of line.
Sure I'll say some edgy things, but when I do, it’s
along the lines of the truth. I don’t make things
up and say things out of the blue.

“I've been in the sport a long time and 'm
respected for what I do on the track. Because of
that 'm allowed to do whatIwant away from the
track without having to worry about what the
sponsors or team think. Alot of drivers are more
concerned about theirimage outside of the car

For further information visit www.rockingham.co.uk
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than they are about their image inside it.”

And how does the Canadian feel he is
perceived by racing fans around the world?

“All I can say about myself is that I've been
able to generate a lot of media — both good and
bad - over the years. Imean, ifyou watch a CART
race, you know something is going to be going
on with me. Sometimes I win, sometimes | make
mistakes. But 'm always out there doing things
on the track.”

It hasn’t always been that way for Tracy,
however. Hired by the clean-cut, ultra-
conservative Penske team in 1992, the wild-eyed
youngster was constantly kept on a tight leash.
To that end, was he often warned to behave
himselfwhen media and sponsors were present?

“Oh yeah, all of the time!” he shoots back.
“When I was young and just starting out,
I couldn’t be myself. [Roger] Penske’s team
really put a stranglehold on me. When I left
Penske [at the end of 1994] and went to
Newman/Haas, I got out from being underneath
that stranglehold. Carl Haas and his wife
allowed me to be me. When I went back to

Team Penske a year later, I stayed like that
because I knew I had proven myself.

“[Roger] Penske didn’t like that, but I wanted
to be me and not pretend to be something I

wasn’t. They tried putting a stranglehold on
me again, but [ wasn’t going to be forced to be
a person I wasn’t. I didn’t want be walking
around leading two separate lives, you know
whatI mean?”

Adriver who enjoys time away from the track,
where he unwinds by riding his motocross bikes
and hanging out with his girlfriend, Simona
McNeeledge, and a few other close friends,
Tracy, even after all he’s been through, genuinely
adores his chosen form of motorsport.

“You know I just love racing,” he says. “To go
out there like I did at Montreal and race 80 close,
clean laps with a close friend, Jimmy Vasser,
makes me realise just how much Ilove racing.”

This year’s Champ Car series has been an
up-and-down affair, and while there have
been bright moments (a win at the Miller Lite
250 in Milwaukee and two other podium
finishes) there have also been a few dark ones. A
litany of mechanically-induced DNFs and the
much maligned - and politically charged - &

Above: Outspolen
Tracy is not afraid
to say what he
thinks

“Sure I'll say some edgy things,
but when I do it's along the lines
of the truth” Paul Tracy

For all the latest event news visit www.autosport.com 31
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"The Rockingham traclcis
fast and that suits my style”
Paul Tracy

=Indianapolis 500 debacle, when he lost his
post-race legal battle to Penske’s Helio
Castroneves, preceded a coming together with
team-mate Dario Franchitti in the last round at
Denverwhich ended the Scot’s title hopes.

“This season has been both good and bad,”
he says. “Indy was also good and bad. The end
result was bad, but I won the overall support of
the fans there. Alot of those people love me now
because of what happened there, so that was a
big turnaround for me.

“As far as this season goes, we've been
competitive at every race and I've been
qualifying well. I've been there in the top five at
every race, but we've had a lot of mechanical
failures and that’s really hurt us. To win
championships you can’t be doing that. Pat
[Carpentier], Dario [Franchitti] and [Bruno]
Junqueira have all been there, but have also had
problems. We're all giving it away to Cristiano
[da Matta], who has been really consistent.”

A somewhat disappointing seventh in the

points heading to Rockingham, *

Tracy is, nonetheless, excited
about returning to the UK
in his 220mph, 800-

horsepower, methanol
burning Champ Car.

“I'm really looking

forward to it,” he says.
“We only got one hour

For further information visit www.rockingham.co.uk

of practice on the tracklastyear before we raced,
so hopefully we’ll be able to be more prepared
this year. The trackis fast and suits my style. Our
oval set-up is also very good. 'm looking forward
toit. Thope the weatheris good.

“The people really understand racing there,”
continues Tracy, citing his affection for the
enthusiastic Brits. “England is at the epicentre
of motorsport. CART going there is great for
the fans. They’re curious about us because
they have not seen much of us or our cars. They
only see Formula 1. When we go to England, the
fans can get close to the cars and meet the
drivers and they're fascinated by it all because
they can’t do thatin F1. That is one aspect where
CART is ahead of F1: the fans can get a real feel
forwhat we do.”

And while F1 and CART, forvarious reasons,
will always be held up to the light and compared
to one another, they are, in the eyes of Tracy,
two completely different animals. For while
Bernie Ecclestone’s glossy, globe-trotting circus
is the undisputed king of motorsport, CART,
conversely, is something of a beautiful mess in
which one never knows what is going to
materialise on any given Saturday or Sunday.

“Flis F1 and it’s great, I really respect what
they do,” says Tracy. “What they do is much,
much different to CART, though. We're not
trying to be F1. CARTis CART. We appeal to the
same kind of fans, but our show is entirely
different. It's like comparing baseball to football.
They are both sports, but the rules and
configurations are completely different.

“Flis great - don’t get me wrong. But I think
what we do is great, as well. There is room for
both of us. I mean CART is a series where

anyone can win. F1 is more about
technology, and our sport is more
spec-oriented. That leaves it more
in the hands of the driver. I hope
the fans at Rockingham enjoy the
». showwe puton.”

God willing, the rains
will stay away from
Rockingham and in doing so
will force Paul

Tracy to keep his
thong where it
belongs - in his

suitcase! &

When Tracy
met Schuey

AtEstoril, Portugal,in1994,
Paul Tracy was invited to testa
Formula1car for Benetton.Ina
deal put together by team boss
Flavio Briatore, Tracy performed
brilliantly, his lap times good
enough for fourth on the grid in
that year’s Portuguese Grand Prix.

*In1993 and '94, T was beating
[Nigell Mansellin CART," recalls
Tracy. "Infact, the year he won the
championship ['93], I was third.
Aware of my results, Benetton
asked me if T wanted to come over
and test. T did and it went well.
was happy with how I did.

T was offered a contract on the
spot, butit was not secure and
there were alot of vague loopholes

UN
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Tracy likes to go
fast at worlk (left)
and on days off,
too. Paul (far

left) poses with
Jeff Ward at

'A Day in the Dirt’
before the rain fell
and that thong
was produced...
Below: Another
pastime involves

' E swapping CART

2 for karting

init. The timing just wasn't right, so
I decided tostayin CART. Wasita
good or bad decision? Ultimately,
I'm happy with the way it worked
out. I would have liked to gotoF1,
butitjust didn‘t come together.
ButI'vehadagreat careerin
CART, made alot of money,and I'm
real happy.”

During the few days he spent at
Estoril, Tracy worked side-by-side
with a superhero in the making
called Michael Schumacher. How
did the two get along?

"He was great,” remarks Tracy.
"“We raced karts against one
another when we were 14 or 15. He
has always been open and friendly
with me. Maybe that's because we
raced together as kids.

"I went to the US Grand Prixin
2000 and raninto himinthe
pitlane and he stopped and talked
to me for 10 minutes. Some people
may say he's difficult and not very
friendly, but he's always been nice
tome and has never turned his
nose up at me like some F1 guys
have.Ireally admire him. He's the
best driverin the world.”
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CART 2002

ASCAR ps

hen you go out for a meal,
you generally look forward
to the main course. But often
the hors d’oeuvre is every bit
as good. Most race fans at
Rockingham this weekend
will be thinking only of Britain’s sole Champ Car
round of the season. But those making the trip
to the Corby oval should take a look at the
burgeoning ASCAR championship.

The NASCAR-style stock car series will race
twice during the weekend - after Champ Car
qualifying on Friday and before the big race on
Saturday - and the rumbling V8s are bound to
fire the imagination.

ASCARs first full season was always going to
be a tricky one. After an aborted start, it finally
got going near the end of the 2001 season, but
this yearit’s really come of age.

Organisers Oval Race Management pulled out
all the stops over the winter to attract some big
names to the championship. Among those on
show this weekend are former Champ Carracer
Nicolas Minassian, reigning British Touring
Car Champion Jason Plato and ex-Formula 3
champion and sportscar ace Kelvin Burt. BAR
Formula 1 tester Darren Manning is also a series
regular, but will be skipping this one torace for the
Team St George CART squad in the main event.

Rolling stocks to
hit the track

With ahost of star drivers, the thundering V8s of the ASCAR
series will spice up the weekend's action. By ANDY BOTHWELL

Despite winning five races this year, McLaren
F1 test driver Darren Turner s only eighth in the
points but can never be discounted. He has put
his HTML Pontiac Grand Prix in the top two
places in everyrace he’s finished.

Bringing in big names has meant the calibre
of racing at the front of the field has been good
all year. Several other stars have appeared this
term, adding further spice to the flavour. They
include MG Le Mans racer Kevin McGarrity,
who is now contesting the remainder of the
season, FIA GT champion Jean-Phillippe Belloc
and F3 ace Derek Hayes.

Burt, who leads the championship aftera hat-
trick of wins at Rockingham last month, says:
“The competition has been red hot. It has been
very difficult to win races — it took me until last
month to do it. You have to be in the top five
percent to be at the top.

“It would have been nice sometimes to have
some more cars running, but the organisers are
putting a lot of effort in and it’s still early days.
This weekend is all about concentrating and
protecting the championship lead. I need
another positive, strong weekend.”

Minassian, although disappointed to be lying
third overall and 89 points behind Burt, agrees
that this season bodes well for the future.

“There is a good atmosphere in the
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Former Champ Car
driver Nicolas
Minassian will be
hoping to return
to his early season
form at
Rockingham

championship,”he says. “There are some great
drivers and there is an excellent level of racing.
For me it has been quite a good challenge and
gives me a bit more experience on ovals. My aim
is still to go backto America.”

The Frenchman admits that supporting the
CART series he once raced in this weekend
will seem strange, but believes ASCAR could
become a springboard for drivers to get into
American oval racing.

“It will be a bit weird. I had such abad end to
my time in Champ Cars but Iwould still prefer to
be racing a Champ Car than an ASCAR. I will
keep pushing and see what happens,”he adds.

While Ray Mallock Ltd driver Burt will be
aiming to maintain his points lead over Colin
White, Burt's RML team-mate Minassian will
be desperate to regain his early-season, race-
winning form. Plato meanwhile is 127 points
adrift in fourth and is hoping to bounce back
from a crash at the last round. The otherwise
engaged Manning lies fifth, just ahead of
reigning ASCAR champion John Mickel.

Nextyear, a bigger series is planned, with two
new European ovals bidding for a place on the
calendar. Amove towards longer NASCAR-style
races with refuelling is also being looked at.

For now, though, simply sit back and enjoy
the sound of rolling thunder. &

For further information visit www.rockingham.co.uk

THE ROCK'S 2001
MEMORY BANK

Gil de Ferran’s final corner pass
on championship rival Kenny
Brackrewarded the patience of the
crowd with the most exciting finish
to an international motor race in

Britain for aeons.

Your essential

circuit guid

Never been to Rockingham before? Don ‘tworry we've got it
covered —we even show you where to find the bouncy castles!

The track blowers ran in close
formation for two-and-a-half days,
sometimes reaching speeds of up
to five miles per hour and going
four-abreast on the straight. Rumours
that Johnny Herbert might return
to drive one of the behemoths
proved unfounded.
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COACHES
PARKING HETTIN Around midday on Friday, the
BRODK ROAD 26 Champ Cars circulated at low
speed around the ‘weeping’ track to
give the crowd something to look at.
It proved a false dawn, as rainwater
continued to defy tradition and seep
upwards from the ground rather than
falling from the sky. -
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The sight of former CART

champion and all-round superstar
Juan Pablo Montoya being chased from
pillar to post by amob of autograph
hunters while he attempted to catch up
with his old rivals. The Colombian
would now surely approve of an anti-
hunting legislation.

SHELTON ROAD
ACCESS + EXIT

JDHNNY HERBERT
MOTORSPORT

The moment when the engines

finally fired up in anger and
Penske’s de Ferran became the first
driver to circulate at speed around the
oval after two days ofless action than at
an average Hungarian Grand Prix.

Even the anticipation was better

than the alternative that weekend —
going to the 2001-spec British Touring
Car Championship at Donington Park.

The reduction of the Rockingham
500 to the Rockingham 225
because of the low sun.

Fan access to the paddock made
the first two days, which were
bereft of on-track action, a far happier

affair. Adrian Fernandez’s
determination to fit the entire crowd
into his pit garage to play with his pair
of Reynards is surely not behaviour
befitting a team boss.

GRETTON
BRODK ROAD

TICKET
COLLECTION

The realisation that, yes, you were at
an oval watching a Champ Carrace
without needing to go beyond the

= e

ERETTON BROOK ROAD

confines of Northamptonshire.
EAST2 SPEEDHAY CANPING
el FREE PUBLL M TENTS AND CARAVANS ] uroseoRr News EdtorTim
T AR ARK ! £5 PR PERSIN PERNIGHT Scott - drafted in for commentary

Tel: 01780 450180 duties — and his magnificent seizure of

American racing tradition in
announcing: “And now for the most
famous words in motorracing”. And
then an embarrassing wall of silence...

KIRBY LANE

AUTOSPORT PADDOCK

Be sure to yisit the AUTOSPORT paddock where you can get close to the teams, garages and possibly the drivers.
Access to this area is free on Friday and paddockpasses can be purchased on Saturday from the ticket booths at either end of the
Rockingham building. Passes priced at £20.

For directions to Rockingham,
go to www.rockingham.co.uk

v information visit www, i
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IT STARTS IN YOUR HEART,

takes hold of your head and works its way
DOWN INTO THE ENGINE.

What manner of all-consuming passion might drive a

person to take apart an entire racing engine and inspect
each part for wear? To spend all day and much of the
night with an engine dynamometer, simulating conditions

GET THE FEELING. TOYOTA.

harsher than any race track on earth? At Toyota Racing

TOYOTA RACING DEVELOPMENT
Development, such behavior is par for the course.

This year, we’re providing engines to five teams in

the CART FedEx Championship Series. Keep an eye ; 5 4

out. They’ll be the guys out front. toyota.com/motorsports ©2002 Toyota Motor Sales, US.A, Inc. i i




