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By MattJames

British Touring Car
Championship team
Power Maxed Racing
has secured adeal to
run a pair of factory-
supported Astra
hatchbacks.

Theteamhasfirmed
upathree-year contract
torunthetwo-litre
turbocharged cars,and
development work on
thefirstmachinehas
already begun.

Power Maxed Racing
boss Adam Weaver
said: “Carryingthe
Vauxhallnameback in
totheBritish Touring
Car Championshipis
areal privilege,and
weareaware of the
prestige and success
ithashad inthepast.
Thiswillbeagreat
challenge.”

Nodrivershave yet
been signed for the
programme. The car
isduetobeready to
begin testingin
mid-February.
Fullstory, p2-3

' Factory assault
confirmed for 2017

TRIBUTES FLOOD IN FOR HOT ROD

LEGEND MICK “DUFFY’ GOLLARD
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By MattJames

Vauxhall will returnto

the British Touring Car
Championship nextseason
as afactory team.

Power Maxed Racinghas
signed athree-year dealtorun
new Astrasintheseries,and
initial work has begun on the
carsattheteam’sbase in
Bidford, Warwickshire.

Theteam will beentered into
the BTCC’s manufacturer/
constructor championship.

Vauxhall was one of the
mainstays of the BTCC over
thelastthreedecades,
includingtaking four straight
championshipsforthe Astra
Coupe model between 2001 and
2004. It withdrew asafactory
operation at the end of 2009.

PMR’s 2016 Chevrolet cars

Power Maxed Racing lands works deal

VAU

REJOINS
BRITISH
TOURING

Power Maxed Racing team
boss Adam Weaver said he was
delighted to tie-up. “When we
cameintothe BTCCin 2015 with
two Chevrolets, we set ourselves
anambition towin thetitle within
five years. That might seem quite
ambitious, butthere isnopoint
beinghere unless youare outto
win,” hesaid. “Istarted talking
tomanufacturersatthe end of
ourfirstseason, and things
progressed. By securingthis deal
with Vauxhall, Ithink weare
goingtosurprisealotof people.”

Theteamran Chevrolet Cruzes
in2015and thisseason.

Josh Cook and Dave Newsham
droveforthe outfit initially, with
Cook scoringa podiumfinish at
Rockingham. In 2016, Hunter
Abbotthandled one of thecars
with the second shared between
Emmerdaleactor Kelvin
Fletcher and Newsham.

Weaver said noracers have
been signed up for 2017 yet, but
hewasinnegotiations.

“Iwould say we have about six
driversonthelist,” said Weaver.
“Wearetalkingtoalotof people
and itis important that we get
thedecisionright.”

Advertising enquiries: 0208 267 5865
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Power Maxed will create the
cars inhouse, rather then
sub-contractingthe build of
the hatchbacks toanother firm.
Theteamisaimingtohavethe
firstexample of the two-litre
turbocharged car running by mid-
February next year, with asecond
example tofollow two weeks later.

They will befitted with the new
version of the Swindon Engines-
derived BTCC TOCA powerplant.
The Power Maxed Racingteam
was entrusted with running the
development version of the
motor in the 2016 campaign.

Weaver says that the decision
tobuild the carsatitsownbase
servestounderline the strength
of theteam.

“Wehave some very experienced
people here, including thelikes
of Martin Broadhurst, who was
incharge of thebuild of the MG6
carsatTriple Eight,” hesaid. “We
havea crew thathas knowledge
of whatisrequiredtobuilda
winningmachine,and I have
every confidence that we can
createavery strongracecar.

“Carryingthe Vauxhallname
back into the British Touring Car
Championshipisaprivilege,and
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with British firm

Steel Seal
eel

weare aware of the prestige it
carriesand thesuccessithashad
inthepast. That is goingto work
in our favour and people will be
lookingat usclosely tocarry that
tradition on. That willbea great
challengeforus.”

BTCCseriesdirector Alan
Gow said he was delighted tobe
adding another manufacturerto
theentrylist. It willjoin Honda,
BMW, Subaruand MG asfactory-
supported teamsin2017.

“Itisfantastic to be welcoming
the Vauxhall Astraback tothe
BTCC,” said Gow. “Its history and
pedigreeisthereforalltosee,andI
havenodoubt thatthe highly
professional and experienced
team at Power Maxed Racingare
capable of beinggreat partners
torepresentthisiconicmodel.”

Power Maxed Racing’s deal
with Vauxhall is part of abusiness
partnership. Power Maxed is
partof the Automotive Brands
company, which will help
Vauxhalltoaccess further
business opportunities.

“Thisis great for both parties,”
added Weaver. “If wecandoa
good job, then hopefully this will
become along-termpartnership.”

[—

Weaver hopes the deal ill belong-term
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PMR climbs the sporting rungs

Power Maxed Racinghasbecomeabig playerina
shortspaceof time.

The squad is headed by Power Maxed car products
bossand enthusiast Adam Weaver, who isno stranger
tocompetition, havingspent timebehind the wheel of
arallycross Suzuki Swift.

Heading the PMR motorsportactivitiesis its BT'CC
team, run by Martin
Broadhurst, but
the squad alsohasa
successful involvement
inthe VW Racing Cup
withabrace of Polos .
aswellasahistoryin -
the Mini Challenge,
includingtitle
sponsorshipof the series.

Power Maxed also supports competitors inahuge
array of classeson two wheels and four. Through
providingfree products, Power Maxed supports
competitors in motocross, karting, drifting, speedway
andoval racing with many BriSCA F1 stock cars
sporting Power Maxed decals. Thecompany was the
sponsor of this year’s '1 World Finalat Coventry.

Itsrallycross team was wound up mid-season after
Dave Newsham became frustrated withmyriad
technical dramassuffered by his Ford Fiestabut
expect tosee theteamback in thediscipline in the
future inone guise or another.

An artist’s impression of David Addison

the new BTCC Vauxhall

Rewriting the modern day record hooks with a catalogue of success

Inthe modern eraof the British
Touring Car Championship,
Vauxhall hasbeen oneof the giants.

Since the advent of the two-litre
erain 1991, the Lutonfirm was
aconstant presence until it
withdrew in2009.

Even after that, privateer versions
of the Vectraand Insigniamodel
took part in the category through
until theend of 2014, makingitthe

Giovanardi won the 2008 title

Cleland was championin 1995

mostenduring marqueon the grid. boss Mike Nicholson took the the BTCC in 2001, Triple Eight built
Initially, the Vauxhall Cavalier brave decision toswitch to the the Vauxhall Astra Coupe.
cars were runby DC Cook Racing newly formed Triple Eight Race Itwould goontoraise thebar. It

Services, whichalsosupplied Engineering team headed upby won four straight drivers'titles in

privateer cars to Ecurie Ecosse Roland Dane, ex-F1 driver Derek the hands of Jason Plato, James

for 1992 and 1993. Warwick and former Williams Thompson and Yvan Muller, and
Cook thenlost the contract toRay Grand Prix Engineeringguru Vauxhall claimed manufacturers’

Mallock Limited, which had run IanHarrison. spoils ineachof those seasons.

the Ecurie Ecosse cars (notably
for David Leslie) for 1994.

Thecampaign flourished in
1995 and provided Vauxhall with
itsgreatestmoment in the Super
Touringera, whenJohn Cleland
lifted the drivers’ crown in 1995
inafield that included eight other
manufacturer teams.

For 1997, Vauxhall Motorsport

Although the campaign wasagain
tough tobegin with, as the Vectra
had poor aerobecause it was copied
from the German racing version of
thesaloon, therelationship between
Triple Eight and Vauxhall went
ontobecome one of the most
successful in the category.

When cut-price BTC-spec
regulations were introduced to

SAM TORDOFF WALKS AWAY FROMBTCC » 9 > PAGE7

The Astra Sport Hatch, though
unloved by itsdrivers, took the
makes’ trophy in 2005. The following
season, Fabrizio Giovanardiarrived
and Triple Eightsetaboutbuildinga
new Vectra to S2000 specifications to
suittheItalian. Heclaimed two
straight crowns. Then, without
warning, Vauxhall withdrewat
theend of 2009.
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Button: future lies in

RallyX or sportscars
Jenson Button says Japanese Super GT
and Americanrallycrossare in his plans
forthefirstseason of his F1sabbatical.
Button will step back from driving with

McLaren-Honda to make way for Belgian

Stoffel Vandoorne. The 36-year-old Briton

willremain as part of the McLaren set- TITLE PERMUTATIONS

up, but will not travel to every race, and . ] e

hasanoptiontorejoin the gridin 2018. Hamilton .‘"T‘“ be champ:on if:
Button has suggested that he wants |. He mustfinish on the podium a}t

toraceinother formulaeduringthe eastto stand achance, andifhe’s

break,andsaid both enduranceracing t.hi ﬁelfi?]issl‘ahzrg Sr:; Zitnk;ear: ztlg ct)) ; E)‘;/;/ger

. u ]
andraleros asportisitathr | M TY N M1 keep the pressureon Nico Ilosherg soventhorlower
HowevegButfconiswarythat.hig ) — Orloiv\glnsan osberg is fourt
relationship with Hondamay limit his

ion: himins her R Y
g?élfass\’nz}cl}t f;llllseoJilaEsfnese ﬁrtr(r)lf)t © ET w As » 3 Roshgr'g willbe cha:_npion if:
Button said when asked if anotherrace % — M Hefinishesonthe podll_Jm, .
programmehad tobeinaHonda: “Idon’t !"-' r " o ﬁ?_larilgsi of vzrheirgtranl:lﬁn Is'lt
think ithasto be, but obviously those ‘ o - efinishes and Hamilton
programmes [that Honda already -— . doesnotwin

M He finishes 7th-8th and Hamilton
isn'tinthe top two
M He finishes 9th orlowerand

- "

does] are the easiest for me to do.
“I'msurethey wouldn’t want meracing

foramain competitor. Iwon’tberacingat .‘— ) Hamilton isn't on the podi
LeMansnextyear, forexample. Theright - . amiltonisn'ton the podium
opportunity isn’tthere. But hopefully it — s o,

will be in the future. - Whataboutatie?:

M If Hamilton finished fourthin Abu
Dhabiand Rosberg failed to score
the pair would tie on 367 points, but
Rosberg would still take the title on
count back thanks to his greater
number of second places (four

to Hamilton's three).

M If Hamilton was second and

“Imight dothe Suzuka 1000km in
Super GT, butit’slogisticsreally. Apart
from thatImight do somerallycross
in Americaand do sometestingin
somethingelse inrallycross.”

Button added thathe saw his future in
rallycross. When asked if hecoulddoa
full season in the mixed-surface sportin

2017, Button said: “That won’thappen By Rob Ladbrook the championship in his favour. never know what can happen in F1.” Rosberg sevenththe two would tie
next year. But in the future, definitely. It Hamilton said: “I'm happy that I beat Hamilton lost crucial ground in the on 3'.73pts’ bu.t that would hand
[RX]is massively growing, especially Lewis Hamilton has conceded everyone in Brazil. And'mhappythat titlerace when hisengine failed and Hamitton the titie on countback due
with Audipullingout of Le Mansand VW that his chances of claiming a with the same car Ibeat Nico,andNico  stripped him of anear-certain victory to his greater number of third places
pullingoutof rallying. Iknow theirmain fourth world championship in isdrivingathis bestrightnowand in Malaysia back in October. (fourto Rosberg'stwo)
aimisnotrallycross, butit will definitely Abu Dhabi this weekend are on Sunday he had nothingon me. In contrast Rosberg, who also has . i
help theirrallycross programmes [with outside of his control, but has “I'mhappy thatasateam weare nine wins this year, has suffered only :“;: Cha.’i‘:es'
Mattias Ekstrom’s EKS Motorsport team pledged to make life tough for continuing tomake history. I'm happy oneretirement-atthe Spanish GP = Ran;l on
for Audiand the VW RX Sweden team].” team-mate Nico Rosberg. athow great the new mechanics that when the two Mercedes drivers osberg
Hamilton claimed hisninth grand were given tome atthe beginning of crashed intoeach other. i
I prix victory of the season witha theyearhavegelledsowellwithmeand  This weekend marks the first ?%"dds:lt
=) I‘ dominant display in the wet in now they’re doing such afantasticjob. time Rosberghas had the pressure = R::l:leron
Brazil. His third consecutive win “ButNicoisdoingallhehastodo, of leadingthe chase for the title into g

I hasclosed the gap tochampionship hehasfinished everyrace and not had thedecidinground.

/ leader Rosbergtojust 12 points ahead any problems, whereasIhave, soI'm The German said: “Iwill give it

| of theseason finale at Yas Marina. inan awkward position goingintothe everythingto end the season with

‘ Regardless, with that cushion lastrace. awinandthetitle.

part of Button’s plans [ Rosberg simply needs tofinish on “It doesn’t make a bigdifference if “Ihavetotreatthislike any other
—— | the podium to claim his first world IgoanddrivelikeIdid on Sunday race. Doingagood jobonagrand
title (seesidebar). [in Brazil], because I've already lost prix weekend is always a challenge.
- Hamilton knows he willneed some somuch this year. ButIcan’t give up Nothing in this sportiseasy, sothis 4

Force India and Manor luck on his side, and some misfortune becauseIdon’tknowwhatwillhappen.  won’t be any different. Istill have to 3 - "

request advanced funds ontheothersideof thegaragetoswing  It’sunlikely [the title chance], but you goall-outtotryand getagood result.” Hamilton is the underdog

Both ForceIndia and Manor have
requested advanced payments from
Formula One Management in order
toeasethestress of development of
their all-new 2017 cars.

Both teams submitted similarrequests
toF1head Bernie Ecclestone last season

F1 paddock mourns BMW legend Paul Rosche and McLaren doctor Aki Hintsa

alsoasthe current payments—which Two unsung heroes of the Formula 1 He was central to the firm’s F1 the news that Dr AKki Hintsa had died.

are calculated on constructors’ paddock were lost last week, with success with its turbocharged “Akihad been fighting cancer

championship position and historical pioneering BMW engineer Paul engine in the 1980s, helping with extraordinary courage in
status—only runfrom February Rosche and long-serving McLaren Brabham’s Nelson Piquet to the recent months, his indomitable
through to November. doctor Aki Hintsa both passing away. world championship in 1983. spirit an inspiration to all who

With teams gearing up development Rosche, who was 82, worked for Finnish F1 coach Hintsa joined crossed his path. He was taken from
forthe new high-downforce, wider and the German manufacturer from McLaren in 1998, becoming us far toosoon, aged just 58, but he
more powerful cars set for 2017, costs 1957-°99, specialising in developing physician and chief medical officer packed more into his all-too-brief
forthis winter are expected tobe higher. engines thatled BMW to success during an 11-year spell at the team. life than did many who lived

Force India’srequest isunderstood to in Formula 1, touring cars and McLaren said in a statement: “It almosttwice aslong. He illuminated
betoalleviate cashflow issues during Rosche was key to ’83 title win sportscar racing. was with deep sorrow that we heard thelives of everyone he met.”

the winter break.
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“The Daytona
DPi rules could

replace LMP1 ‘a ‘;

ust to the left of this column you

canread about the potential

future of the Le Mans 24 Hours

and the FIA World Endurance

Championship. Well, at least to

those of us blessed with common
sense it very well could be.

The news of Mazda unveiling what is essentially
abudget, turn-key manufacturer project for the
American IMSA sportscar championship may
not have made huge waves over here justyet. But
it could do very soon.

As much as|adore the FIA World Endurance
Championship, it has a problem. And that problem
isLMP1.

Ever since the championship —rather sensibly
atthe time — branded itself as a playground for
modern technologies and put an emphasis on
hybrid powertrains, costs have started to escalate.

The WEC enjoyed arguably its golden erawhen

Advertising enquiries: 0208 267 5865

‘Audi bowed out W1:t
a one-two in Bahrain
Emotional WEC finale, p8

Photos: LAT
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hisformerroleat JMI (Just
Marketing International).

McLaren haslacked any form of
title sponsor since Vodafone ended
its contractat the end of 2013.

Brown, aformer professional
racingdriver himself, alsohad an
offer on the table tojoin new Formula
1owner Liberty Media, but has opted
for McLaren. He will work alongside
McLaren chief operating officer
Jonathan Neale.

Brownsaid: “I'm immensely proud
tobejoining McLaren Technology
Group.IThave theutmostrespectand
admiration for what the businesshas
achieved todate, and Ilook forward
to contributingtothe next important
phaseinitsdevelopment.

“Having worked closely with
McLaren for many years, I've been
struck by the talentand ambition of
the entire workforce, and Ivery much
look forward to complementingthe
business’s many existing strengths,
and building on them todrive future

Formula 1commercial expert Zak
Brown has accepted an offer tojoin
McLaren as itsexecutive director.

McLarenlast week placed current
CEODennisongardeningleave
following weeks of boardroom
turmoil between the firm’s major
stakeholders. Dennis’s contract runs
outinJanuary,at which point he will
leave the organisation, but will still
retainashareholding.

Dennis owns 25 per cent of
McLaren, with long-termbusiness
partner Mansour Ojjeh owning
anequal measure and the Bahraini
investmentfund Mumtalakat
owningtheother 50 per cent.

Reportssuggest therelationship
between the Bahrainis and Dennis
broke down followingafailed
takeover bid from Dennisand a
consortium of Chinese investors.

McLaren appearsto havefounda
successor in the form of American
businessman Brown, who is of
particular interest because of his

Brown has
agreed deal

sponsorship successes in F1through

success ineverythingwedo.”

o

Porsche goes mid-engine for Le Mans 911

Porsche will tackle next year’s
LeMans24 Hours withamid-
engined 911 design for the first
time in almost 20 years with its
new911 RSRGTE.

The Stuttgartfirmrevealed
what itlabelled as “the biggest
evolution ever of ourtop GT
model” duringlast week’s
Los Angeles Motor Show.

Thenew car is Porsche’sfirst
tobe developed for thenew FIA
World Endurance Championship
and LeMansrules thatallow far
greater aerodynamicfreedom.

Porschehaspushed its
traditional rear-mounted 510bhp
four-litreflat-six engine forward
tobetteraccommodate its
weightagainstthe strongerrear
downforce. The carisbased on
the current Type 991 chassis.

Porsche motorsportboss Frank-

Steffen Walliser said: “While it
retainsthetypical 911 design,
thelatest911 RSR isacompletely
new development. The
suspension, body structure,
aerodynamic concept, engine
and transmission haveall
been designed from scratch.
“The engine concept [moving
itforward] hasenabled the
designerstoinstallalargerear
diffuser. Combined with a top-
mounted rear wingadopted
from the LMP1racecar[919
Hybrid] the level of downforce
and theaerodynamicefficiency
aresignificantly improved.”
Thelast time Porsche developed
amid-engined 911 concept for Le
Manswasthe911 GT-One, which
won in 1998.

LMP2 chassisis upgraded with custom bodywork, engine

New 911 RSR is
now mid-engined =

Mazda launches new hreed of prototype

Mazda hasbecome thefirst
brand toshow off achallenger
forthe new Daytona Prototype
International category,and it
could form the basis of al.e Mans
24 Hours entry in the future.

Mazdatook the wraps off its
RT24-P-named after Mazda’s
‘Road tothe 24’ driver initiative—
atthe Los Angeles motor show.

The caristhefirstof itskindto
be constructed for the new 2017
DPirules, which allow brands to
design their own bodywork and
engine specificationstoupgrade
one of thefour2017homologated
LMP2chassis.

Mazda hasdeveloped the RT24-P
ontoaRiley/Multimatic LMP2
chassisandfittedan AER-
developed two-litre turbocharged
engine capable of producing
around 600bhp.

Two cars will compete in the full
IMSA championship nextseason
with the US SpeedSource team.

Thefour drivers confirmed are
Jonathan Bomarito, Tristan
Nunez, Joel Miller and Tom Long.

Mazda’s North American
motorsportboss Jon Doonan said:
“Tohave a carthatfeatures Mazda
designlanguage at the top level of
our motorsports programme is
meaningful for usasabrand.

“Webelieve we have theright
team, theright driversand the
right chassistowinracesand
the championship.”

The DPiregulations have also
caused astirin Europe. Earlier
this summer, president of
LeMansorganiserthe
Automobile Clubdel’Ouest,
PierreFillon, suggested that
DPicars couldform partof the
24 Hours in the future.

Fillonsaid: “The question is
where is the best place for DPicars
—isitwith LMP1 [privaters] or
LMP2? Nothingis decided; we
havetofind asolution.”

Porsche announced it would be rejoining the top
ranks of world motorsport to compete alongside
Audiand Toyota. Three of the world'’s biggest
brands, in one arena, each running cutting

edge new technology and pushing engineering
limitations — it was magic.

But that environment has become a dangerously
expensive playground, which has raised questions
over its sustainability.

Audihas gone. Leaving just Porsche and Toyota.
How long until one of those programmes falls over
and what will the FIAand ACO do then when just
one brand stands alone at the top with nobody to
race with?

This is why the DPirules make sense. They allow a
manufacturer to buy an off-the-shelf LMP2 chassis
and simply redesign its bodyworkin their own
image and have tuning inputinto an engine range.

The result? A custom-designed prototype with
more power and aerodynamics than an LMP2
carand, perhaps more importantly, its own
identity made in any manufacturer's setimage.

Perfect.

LMP1 was attracting interest from some other
major players during its golden era too, with BMW
and Renault both hotly tipped to bring projects.
But both appearto have seen the rather expensive
iceberg and have refocused on Formula E -
aseries where amanufacturer canbuy an
off-the-shelf chassis and develop and fit its
own engine technology...

Sound familiaryet?

Allowing certain spec parts, such as the chassis
and engine block, makes a full factory programme
far more appealing by drastically reducing the
costsinvolved. Sure, aero work s still expensive,
but thanks to systems like CFD, design work s
nowhere near as expensive as the process of
chassis construction, crash testing and such.

If it's affordable and exciting, then it can work.
Mazda's prototype looks stunning, and there’s
more to come with strong interest from Honda
(HPD), Cadillac, Nissan and perhaps even Bentley.
Imagine all of those brands lined up at La Sarthe?
Not only that, imagine pitting them on alevel
playing field where being at the front doesn't
demand an F1 budget!

Should LMP1 die out inits current guise, the
covers have just been pulled off what would
appear aready-made replacement that could
bring manufacturers flooding back.

?:. AGREE/DISAGREE?
. mn.letters@haymarket.com
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Trophy finalists

The first three finalists for the
Sean Edwards Trophy have been
announced. The award has been
created in memory of the driver
who died while instructing at
Queensland Racewayin 2013
and is designed to help give a
boostto the careers of aspiring
racers aged under21.The

trophy is run in partnership with
SRO and thefirstfinalists are
Blancpain GT Series drivers Dries
Vanthoor, Jules Szymkowiak and
Luca Stolz.

Canadian’s move
British F4 race winner Devlin
DeFrancesco will switchto the
Euroformula Open series for2017.
The 16-year-old will remain with the
Carlin squad that powered him to
fithin the F4 standings this season

as he makes the step up to F3
machinery. “It's going to be a big step
forward but we're ready for it,” he said.

Newey v Schuey
Harrison Newey claimed the
opening win of the 2016/17 MRF
Challenge season at Bahrain last
weekend in dominant style but it
proved to be the high point of his
weekend. Michael Schumacher’s
son Mick took two wins in the
otherraces, while European F3
racer Ralf Aron also triumphed.

Roe to UAEF4

Formula Ford 1600 racer James
Roe took part in the opening round
of the United Arab Emirates F4
series at Yas Marina last weekend
with Rasgaira Motorsports. The
18-year-old Irishman took a best
result of third in the final race.

Supershootout
Fourdrivers from James
Beckett’s Formula Ford 1600
SuperSeries were due to take
partin a contest at Silverstone
yesterday (Tuesday) for a place
inthe Mazda Road to Indy
shootout. James Raven, Jake
Byrne, Oliver White and Chase
Owen were fighting for the
chancetojoinNational champion
Niall Murray and Scottish title-
winner Neil Maclennaninthe
shootoutto win a $200,000
scholarship towards USF2000.

MN’s owner buys
Motors TV channel

MN’sowner Motorsport
Network has closed adeal to
acquire the Motors TV channel.

Motors TV reaches more than
30million homes and has 7001ive
events. It will form the backbone
of motorsport.tv,abroadcast
network covering motorsport
and performance motoring.

Therevised channel will
graduate tofull HD in March,
with content also available for
streamingand via systems
suchas Apple TV, Amazon
Fireand Roku.

“The investment will enable
ustocreatethe veryfirst
dedicated broadcast ‘home’
in our expertareas of
performance motoringand
motorsport,” said Motorsport
Network chairman Zak Brown.

The motorsport.tv platform
willalsofeatureavideoon
demandservice.

“We have a simple three-point
mission to deliver new content
inbetter quality available
everywhereatany time,” said
Motors TV founder Jean-Luc Roy.

. By Rob Ladbrook

Photos: LAT

ey

Audi bowed out of the FIA World
Endurance Championship with a
dominant one-two finish in last
weekend’s Six Hours of Bahrain,
as the Porsche crew of Neel Jani,
Marc Lieb and Romain Dumas
sealed the drivers’ title.

LoicDuval, Lucasdi Grassiand Briton
Oliver Jarvis took their second WEC
victory toclaim second in thetitlerace.
Both AudiR18e-tron quattros spent the
majority of the weekend on top, with
Duvalleadingthe early stages of the
racefrompole ahead of thesister car.

Andre Lotterertook control after
passing Jarvisfollowing the first round of
stops, but a slow pit stoplater would set
thenumber seven Audiback tosecond. A
mid-race full course yellow allowed Audi
tosplititsstrategies, with Benoit
Treluyer puttingthe number seven ahead

again. But Duval opted to double-stint his
tyrestotheflagand caught and passed the
sistercar.

“There’sno sweeter way toend such a
projectthan witha1-2 victory,” said Audi
Sportboss Dr Wolfgang Ullrich. “It wasa
very emotionalraceand the entire WEC
made it very difficult for ustoquit.

“Today, you could tell that we’ve grown
intoabigfamily over many years. What
happened in the WEC willnotrepeat
itself. These 18 years of the sportscar
project have been a very important part
of my professionallife and Thave been
very fortunate to work alongside such
fantastic people.”

Jarvisadded: “Wehad afantastic year
and the weekend was very emotional
and it’s the perfect conclusion to Audi’s
sportscar programme. Now we’re leaving
the WEC in the hands of two very strong
teams—Toyota and Porsche. Audi will be
missed by many, but the championship

UDI BOWS OUT OF
WEC WITH VIBTOHY
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isincredibly strongnonetheless.”

Timo Bernhard, Brendon Hartley and
Mark Webber took third place in what
was Webber’sfinal professional race
before hisretirement from the sport.
Dumas, Janiand Lieb secured the
titlein sixth place, finishing threelaps
down afteracollision witha GT car.

The two Toyotas took fourth and
fifth tosplit the Porsches.

TheJota Sport-run G-Drive ORECA
fought from the back of the grid to win
the LMP2division. Alex Brundle, Rene
Rastand Roman Rusinov lost their pole
positiontoatechnical infringement
butrecovered to win their third-straight
WECevent.

Aston Martin’s Nicki Thiim and Marco
Sorensen wrapped up the GT drivers’
title with victory in the GTE Proclass.
The Proton Racing Porsche of Khaled
Al Qubaisi, David Heinemeier-Hansson
and Patrick Long won GTE AM.

Advertising enquiries: 0208 267 5865

Audi ended on a
high with a one-two

Second win of season for Audi

OBITUARY

Peter Foubister 1953-2016

. Ex-F1driver Robert Kubica was

: perhaps the highest-profile driver
: atthetest, running with the Kolles
: team. Kubica, who has only raced

Peter Foubister, who passed
away last week, was an integral
partof the motorsport media
within Haymarket, and was
keytonotonly the growth
of Autosportmagazine
and Motorsport News, but
also inthe introduction
of theannual Autosport
International exhibition
and the Autosport ’
Awards. He was also part
of thebrainsbehind the
McLaren Autosport
YoungDriver of the Year,
which included winners
David Coulthard, Jenson
Button, Dario Franchittiand
many others.

Bestknown as ‘Foubie’, the
Scotsman’s career began asrally
editorat Autosport, when it was

MN’srival, in 1980, and rallying

was hisfirst passion. Heeven
had hisown annual covering

the World Rally Championship,

Rallyworld, in the late 1980s.

editorin1988and

bought MNinthe mid-
1990s, it fell under his

Haymarketeventually
ledto Foubiemovingto
Californiaas CEO of
Haymarket MediaInc
and the RACER group.
Onhisreturntothe UKand
leaving Haymarket, hehad
roles withthe Bahrain GP,
Goodwood’sfamed Breakfast
Cluband was mostrecently

Foubie became Autosport

subsequently its publisher
in1992. When Haymarket

wing. Promotions within

the Motoring Secretary atthe
RACClub.

Thetributes thatflowed
followinghislossrecognised a
man that will bemuch missed.
Hisability toencourage young
talent was immense.

Asformer Motorsport News
rallies editor John MclIlroy
says, “Younever feltlike you
were working for Foub. You
were working with him.”

Appropriately, theflags at
the RAC Clubon PallMalland
at Woodcote Park were flown
athalf-mastlast Saturday in
hishonour.

Wejoin many in the motorsport
world insending our sincere
condolences tohis wife Marion,
and children Gemmaand Rory.

Andy Hallbery

The current LMP1 technical
regulationsin the FIA World
Endurance Championship will

be frozen until at least the end of
2019. The series had planned to
bring in new chassis and hybrid
system rules for2018, butthathas
been scrapped in light of Audi’s
exitand adriveto cut costs...
LMP2 champion Gustavo Menezes
was fastestin the WEC rookie test
afterthe Bahrainrace inaPorsche 919
Hybrid. Daytona and Sebring winner
Pipo Derani ran with Toyota, while Brits
AlexLynn, Ross Gunn and Jordan King
alltested with Aston Martin. ..

: sporadically since suffering life-

: changinginjuriesinarallycrashin
: 2011, lapped fasterin the CLM-

: AERLMP1 carthan the regular

: drivers during the WEC event...

¢ Jimmie Johnson claimed a record-

: equalling seventh NASCARtitle with
victory inthe race at Homestead.

: Johnsonhadtostartatthe backas
officials deemed his Hendrick

: Motorsports team adjusted his
Chevrolet after pre-race inspections.

: ButJohnson steamed into the top five
inthe first 50 laps, before taking

. advantage of two caution periods to
make his way into the lead off the final

: restart. Carl Edwards had looked

: favourite forthe title, but was eliminated
¢ inaclashwithfellow rival for the

: championship Joey Logano. Johnson'’s
: seventh crown ties him with Richard

: Pettyand Dale Earnhardt. ..
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Race winner will
look at options
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Tordoff was
second in 2016

British Touring Car Championship
runner up Sam Tordoff has confirmed
thathe will step away from the series
topursue new opportunitiesinracing.

The 27-year-old missed outon the
2016 crown by just two points after his
fourth full season in the BTCC. After
graduating through the Renault UK
Clio Cup and Porsche Carrera Cup GB,
hewon six touring carsracesinhis
career and took 26 BTCC podiums, but
willnow focus on other areas.

“Thave had afabuloustimeracingon
the TOCA packagefor thelasteight
years. I'vewonracesinallthe
championshipsI’veraced inand have
driven for some greatteams such as
Total Control Racing, Team Parker
Racingand latterly with West Surrey
Racingand BMW who are, without

doubt, the best team in the BT'CC
paddock and Ileave with great
memoriesandaheavy heart.

“However, my success on the track
this year has presented me with new
opportunities that aretoo good to
miss.Iamnow really looking forward
tothenew challengesthatlieahead
withsome exciting plans in place and
Ishould be able toreveal thefirst of
theseinthe coming weeks.”

Tordoff has previouslyraced in
sportscarsand that isoneavenue
he could explore. However, the
Yorkshireman hasnot turned his
back on tin-tops completely.

“Iwill continue tolove and watch
the BTCC and letmebethefirsttosay,
Iwill alwaysleave the door ajarfora
returninthefuture,” headded.

Simpson lands third Team Dynamics-run Honda Civic

British Touring Car Championship
racer Matt Simpson will join the
Team Dynamics operation for

the 2017 campaign.

The former short oval man raced
for Speedworks Motorsport this term
atthe wheel of an ex-Gordon Shedden
Team Dynamics Honda Civic Type R
but willnow switch across to the
title-winning team.

Simpson was 15th in this season’s
Independents Trophy division. He
will line up alongside champion
Shedden and Matt Neal for the
Pershore-based squad.

“Thisreally is a dream come true,”
said Simpson. “Ever since I bought the
Honda Civic Type R from Dynamics at
the end of 2015, everyone has been so

helpful. Matt and Gordon have always
been there for me to ask advice from,
and they have helped me come on a
lot. Joining the team just completes
thecircle.”

Simpson, whose car will run in
his Simpson Race Exhausts livery,
will benefit from a new-specification
Honda engine. Itis the same
powerplant that was used by
the factory carin 2016.

“There will be no excuses now, butI
thrive under pressure,” he explained.
“Iwant tobreakintothetop10ona
regular basis, and I will be looking
for podiums towards the end of the
season. That will represent areal step
forward, butI am certainly in the best
placetolearn.”

e —

Simpson will aim for

S the podium next year

Renault UK Clio Cup champion AntWhorton-Eales drove the
Motorbase Performance Ford Focus British Touring Car at
Snetterton last week as part of his prize for winning the title.
The 22-year-old is working towards a deal to step up to the
BTCC full time in 2017.The Lichfield racer said:“It was areally
great car and the support from the team was amazing.Ithelped
me to really learn about the way to drive it.Ilearned a lot from
the day.” Single-seater racer Harrison Scott and Mini Challenge
champion David Grady also sampled the car.

Jackson commits to AmbD for second Audi season

Ollie Jackson will run an upgraded
AmD Tuning.com Audi S3saloon inthe
British Touring Car Championship
nextseason.

The 32-year-old, who was 26th in the
standingsthis season, willremain
with the team as it bolts the revamped
RML-spec parts on the two-litre
turbocharged machine.

Jackson said that the new parts, allied
toastrongpre-season test programme,
have given him optimism about next
year’s campaign. “With the upgrades

that will be carried out, I'm hopeful
that we can be ina strongposition
when the season startsand be able to
challenge for points from round one.”

Team boss Shaun Hollamby said that
Jackson could bejoined in the team by
asecond entry, should current talks be
successful. “There is still the possibility
that we may be able torunasecond car
alongside Ollieif certainthingsfall
intoplacebutitisoutof our handsat
themoment and very much a case of
waitandsee,” hesaid.

Jackson will
st

Moffat will stick with the A-Class

Moffat returns with
Laser Tools Mercedes

Aiden Moffat has confirmed that
he will return to the British Touring
Car Championshipin 2017 at the
wheel of the Laser Tools Racing
Mercedes-Benz A-Class.

The 20-year-old Scotsman took
a career best second place in the
final meeting of the 2016 campaign
at Brands Hatch as he finished
14th in the standings, and he
placed fifth in the battle
for the Independents Trophy.

“Touring carsis where we’re
going to stay,” said Moffat, who
has recently tested some GT4
and GT3 sportscars. “It’sa
fantastic championshipand as a
team we’re constantly improving.

“We’ve also improved our
Mercedes a lot over the 2016 season
and we’ve got alot of development
planned before the 2017 season
starts. I've had a full year now with
race engineer Federico Turrata
and we have a definite bond — we
know how each thinks —and
this has shown inrace results.”

The Laser Tools Racing car is
operated by Ciceley Racing and is
asister machine to the A-Class
of Adam Morgan.

Moffat hasn’t ruled out dovetailing
his BTCC campaign with some
outings in British GT in 2017,
although he has yet to firm
up details.
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Fiesta Junior aces
sample Clio racers

Former Fiesta Juniorrivals
Nathan Edwards and Carlito
Miracco tested aRenault UK Clio
Cup car for thefirst time with
WDE Motorsportlast week.

Theduoraced againsteach
otherintheseries in2015before
Edwardsfinished fourthinthe
Quaife Fiesta points this season.
Miraccoswitched tothe Cooper S
classof the Mini Challenge.

They both tested Paul Rivett’s
race-winningcaratDonington
Park asthey assess their
optionsfor2017.

“They were both very, very
impressive,” said team boss
Wayne Eason. “The times they
were doing would'vebeenmid
Cliopack. They areboth
lookingat itfor2017.

“They’vebeeninthe MSA
Academy together and they just
encouraged each other all day
long. Carlito hastested the new
F56 Mini Challenge car and said
the Clioissuchabetter car,and
Nathanhas surpassed any
expectationThad of him.”

The 570S GT4 has
proven quick in 2015

GT4 WITH M(:I.AR *‘ N

Joe Oshorne and David Pattison set to share customer 570S GT4inBritishGT

Pointon in as HHC
sorts GT4 lineup

HHC Motorsport is close
toagreeingdriversforits
planned second British
GT4entry after signing
Callum Pointon.
Theformer BRDC F4
champion teamis planning
torun two Ginetta G55 GT4s
in the British championship

Osborne is leading the team

By Rob Ladbrook Osborne, who won the European yearrunning with thefactory Ecurie nextyear,and isawaiting
GT4titlein 2009, said: “Thisisareally Ecosseteam. confirmation of itsentry.
The Tolman Motorsport team will excitingdeal for meand it’sactually “The McLaren is the most advanced HHC hasalready signed
become the first UKsquad tofield a pretty personal asI know every element. GT4cararound, with its carbon chassis,” Ginetta Junior stars Will
customer McLaren 570S GT4 in next Thave coached David since hisfirst test added Osborne. “The performance gap Tregurthaand Stuart
year’s British GT Championship, and day and worked with Tolman inrecent between GT3and GT4hasnarrowed. Middleton for thefirst car,
has signed pro driver Joe Osborne seasonstoo, plusIalsodoalotof test Thebiggest difference in dropping back and hasnow enlisted
and David Pattison toraceit. work for McLaren too. into GT4 istheloss of power, you're about Pointon for the second.
Tolman has opted toend itsfactory “It’s great that everythinghas come 100bhp down, but also theloss in aero. Pointon has worked his
association with Ginetta in favour of full circle. David has shown with his You havefarlessaerodynamic grip so way up Ginetta’sladder,
pursuingarelationship with McLaren GT3performancesthathe’sbecome you’remuch busieron thelimitina GT4 finishingthird in the GT5
inthe GT4ranks. Tolmanran Ginetta’s areally handy driver,and Tolman are car.It’sgoingtobeagreat challenge.” Challenge in 2015 before
factory GT3 programme in British GT agreatteamthatIrespectalot. Osborne hassharedaBMW Z4 GT3 with takingsixth inthe GT4
this year, but will take delivery of its “It will be strange heading back to GT4. Lee Mowle in British GT inrecent years, Supercup this season.
new570S later thisyear. Idid thefirst British GT4raceintheUKin  butthepairhave parted company for 2017 “Our GT4programme
Osborne will return to GT4for thefirst 2008, soitwillbeinterestingtoseehowfar  with Mowle settoshareanew Mercedes istakingshapenicely and
time since 2010to head the drivingforce, the classhascomeon in the yearssince.” AMG with Phil Keen in the Michelin GT3 with somebody of Callum’s

alongside Tolman regular Pattison, who
formed partof the GT3 programme this
year alongside Luke Davenport.

The programme marks thefirst firm
customer entry of a GT4McLaren, which
only madeitsdebutin British GT this

Cup (MN, Nov 16). Osborne will announce
hisown European programme in the
coming weeks.

Keen and Minshaw sign up for British GT return in Lamhorghini

ability, we are confident of a
g00d 2017 campaign,” said
HHCboss Charlie Kemp.
“Itwould beadream come
truetohave atwo-car entry
accepted into British GT. Itis
atestamenttohow hard the
team has worked that we can
fillatwo-carteam having

British GT challengers Jon Park, instead finishing second. Barwell head Mark Lemmer only announced the
Minshaw and Phil Keen have Minshaw, who will enter his added: “This will be Jon and programme two weeks ago.”
re-signed with the Barwell sixth British GT season and Phil’s third season with HHCisstill in talksfor its
Motorsportteam for another fifth alongside Keen, said: “I’'m Barwell, and their fantastic fourth driver, but onename
shotatthetitlenextyear. very happy tostay withBarwell — results in 2016 show how linked to the programme is

andI’'msurethatin oursecond
year with the Huracan we will

Minshaw and Keen played
akeypartintheraceforthis

valuable continuity within
theteam is. We have all of the

Ginetta Jr graduate Charlie
Fagg. The 17-year-old raced

year’stitle, guiding their beeven stronger. ingredientsinplaceonceagain aSEAT Leon at Anglesey
Lamborghini Huracan GT3to “It’'sgreattohave Keeny back tochallengeforthetitle.” last weekend ashe gains
three victoriesfrom thefinal withme, hedidagreatjobthis Barwell is expected tofield signaturesaimingforhis

International Clicence that
isrequired for British GT.

fiveraces. They missed the title
when Minshaw crashed out of
the seasonfinaleat Donington

season and keeps getting better.
Hopefully we can go one better
next year and win the title.”

two Huracans again next year,
andisintalks with other parties
overthesecond car.

Keen and Mmshaw narrowly rmssed the title this year,but are back
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CSCC torace into
the dark in 2017

The Classic Sports Car Club
hasunveiled its 2017 season
calendar, which includes
anightracemeetingat
Brands Hatch.

Theclub will end its
schedule at the Kent circuit
forthe second time in three
seasonsnext year, having
alsorun aday-night meeting
in 2015 before thick fogforced
the cancellation of much of
thesecond day. The CSCCis
yettofirm up which series
will contest thenightraces
onNovember11/12.

It willkick its season off
withavisitto Snetterton—
takingplaceonthe April1/2
weekend -beforereturning
forasecondyearto
Thruxton, the clubhaving
visited the Hampshire
circuitfor thefirsttime in
itshistory in2016.

The CSCCwillalsouse
the International Circuit
configuration at Silverstone
forthefirsttime,and makes
itsreturnto Croftaftera
10-year absence.

Clubdirector Hugo Holder
said: “Thenightracesat
Brandsareachancefor
peopletohaveagoat
unfinished business. Weran
anightraceevent over two
daysin 2015 but the second
day wasfogged off; it came
rolling in and we couldn’t
usethe circuit.

“I'think it’sarguably one of
our best calendars yet.”

Cook to make 24H
debut in Dubai

British Touring Car
Championshipracer Josh Cook
willtake part in hisfirst 24-hour
race in Dubaiin January as part
of his Cooksportteam’sentry.

The Renault UK Clio Cup squad

willraceaClio inthe January
12-14 Creventic 24H Series event,
with Cook beingjoined inthe
line-up by his cousin Ollieand
Cliodrivers Shayne Deegan,
JonMaybinand Alex Sedgwick.
“Itshould be a good experience

forthedriversandtheteam,” said
Cook, who is currently unsure of

hisplansfor2017afterracingfor
MG inthe BTCCthisyear. “It’s
abigtask but we’re pretty
confident it should go well.

“We wanted to do some
endurance racingand know
the car and thedrivers know the
car inside outsoit’sa goodfit for
us. Wewill beracing alongside
afactory-backed carand will be
sharing dataandresources. We
areonly inthe A2 Classbutwe
willhaveagoodstabatit.”

Theteamhashad tomodify
thecarsoitcan cope withthe
hotter conditionsand racingat
night. Additionallightsanda
different intercooler are among
thechangesthat were checked

inashakedown testat Donington

Parklast week.

Cook: heading to Dubai

Photos: LAT, Mick Walker, Stephen Colbran

RUSSELL SET FOR
MERCEDES k1 ROLE
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MABA winner Russell is

tipped for Merc F1 role
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Macau F3 Grand Prix
pole position qualifier
George Russell will

“It’slooking 100 per cent
thatI’ll beracing GP3 next
year-itseemslike theright

switch to the GP3 move for my career and
Series nextyear,andis what people around me
expected to getarole think isbest for me.
within the Mercedes “We haven’t decided
Formula 1 team. on the team yet, but we’ll 1
Sources suggest that seeabit more over the
the 18-year-old Briton —the AbuDhabi weekend.”
winner of the 2014 McLaren Russell finished seventh
Autosport BRDC Young inthe Macau Grand Prix
Driver Award-has already after struggling for pace in
begunaprogrammeasa therace, but took two wins

in his second season of F3
this year, driving for Hitech
GP alongside Ben Barnicoat

development driver with
the German manufacturer.
Russell, whofinished

third in the FIA Formula 3 and Nikita Mazepin.
European Championship Hewassixthinthe
thisseason, is tipped to standings in 2015 with
join top GP3 Series squad Carlin, having won the
ART Grand Prix. BRDC F4title in 2014.

“I’'m going to Abu Dhabi Russell’s fellow F3
on Thursday for the Grand European Championship
Prix [supported by GP3], race winner Anthoine
and I've got some meetings Hubert is also expected to
with people over the join ART ashis team-mate

weekend,” said Russell. in GP3 next season.

Clio race winner Streather tests with WDE as part of 2017 campaign evaluation

Michelin tyres that will be used in the
category next year, replacing the old
Dunlop rubber, and was full of praise
forthem.

“TheMichelins arealot better, I knew
thatfrom the outset,” hesaid.

“Ihadracedinthe Michelin Clio Cup
andsinceIjoined the UK Clio CupIhad
been pressingthe championship manager
Will [Fewkes] to get them. The Clio was
developed on Michelin tyres and they
suititdowntotheground.”

Renault UK Clio Cup race winner Paul
Streather has been testing with WDE
Motorsportashe considershisoptions

fornextseason.

The 27-year-old finished seventh in
the standings in hisfirstfull year in the
category this year, driving forthe
Finesse Motorsportsquad.

Butheisnowlookingtomove onand
has completed two tests with the WDE
outfit that powered Paul Rivett to fourth

inthetablethisyear.

“The car and the team seem really good
andIgotonreally well,” said Streather.
“Thisyear hasbeenreally challenging
being the only driver in the team [for most
races] withno databutI've gottolook
atmovingforward and working with
another quick driver.”

WDE boss Wayne Eason added he would
like to work with Streather next year.

“Paulissuchagooddriver,” hesaid.
“He’sbrilliant and just so professional.”

Streather hastested on the new

Libres will be
allowed in 2017

Mini 7 Racing Club to allow modified Minis with Libre class

TheMiniSeven Racing
Clubwill introduce anew
Libre classnext season
after expandingits
technical regulations.

The clubhastraditionally
only run thelesser-powered
Se7enand 1.3-litre Miglia
fields, but willadd a third
category for modified cars
torunonthesamegridatthe
Miglias. The new class will
cater for any steel-bodied
Minirunningan A-Series
engine block and 10-inch
wheels. Aside from those
criteriatheformulaisfree.

Mini Seven Racing Club

commercial manager Colin
Peacock said he hoped the
new class would swell grid
numbers and eventually
bringmoredriversintothe
traditional Miglia category.
“Therearearound50racing
Minis thathave been modified
beyond our championship
regulations, buthave been
shutaway in garagesand
we want to givethemaplace
torun,” said Peacock.
“TheLibre class willrun
attheback of the Miglias,
possibly with adelayed start,
sothesingle grid willform two
events. We willalsoaward the

prestigious ST Trophy —the
original Migliachampionship
trophy —tothe end of season
Libre champion. We want to
givemore carsthe chanceto
experienceracingwith the
club, and hopefully some

will converttoracing inthe
Migliasoneday.”

The M7RChasalso firmed
upits calendar for next season
and willretain its European
round at Zandvoort. The
round, which headlinesthe
British Racing Festival
event, hasmoved from being
thefinalethis yeartobeing
round two in2017.

Tom Oliphant scored a podiumin the openinground of the
Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge Middle Eastat the Bahrain
International Circuitlast weekend.Porsche Carrera Cup GB
driver Oliphant, who is competing in the event for the first time,
finished third in the firstrace of the seasonbehind Irishman
Ryan Cullenand Dylan Pereira, and followed thatup witha
fifth-place finish in race two. Oliphant now has a two-week
breakbefore the second round atthe Dubai Autodrome.
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SAWYER
ROTT award winner
Age: 32 Lives: Bicester

He’sarallyfan

“Formany years'dbeen
spectating and marshalling and

| started working with Hagerty
Insurance last year. When we
were approached by the HRCR
to sponsor the Clubmans
Championship | was asked ifI'd
like to gorallying. The Escort Mk1
is owned by a clientand they asked
if we'd like the carforthe year.”

He did six events this year
“We recommissioned the carand it
has done 12 rallies this year. The
carhasdone 11 ofthe 13 rounds
and | did five of the rounds plus the
Rally of the Tests. That was the icing
onthe cake forme astwo years ago
Iwas in Chepstow spectating and

I didn't expect to be doing the event
twoyears later.”

ROTT was the big
challenge

“The Rally of the Tests was
something else. It was so tiring. I've
donefive single-day HRCR events
and you think you've done a day, but
then you've got another evening
section to do and another day
tomorrow. | had Andrew Duerden
withme and he is a very competent
navigator. We didn't miss a control
and we did every test.”

He wastop novice

“My goal was to see the finish in
Chesterand to wake up Sunday
morning leading the class by

12 seconds was amazing. We
droppedto secondin class by
the finish but to finish top novice
was fantastic. It was quite
emotional driving into Chester
with the history of the rally.”

The cardid give thema
scare though

“On Saturday evening we wrong-
slotted and the back of the car
dropped into a ditch and bentthe
exhaust. That cost usaminute at
acontrol. On Sunday morming the
carwouldn't start as the starter
motor had failed. We bump-started
itand only turned the engine off at
lunchtime. The head-gasket was
on the way out by the finish.”

Itwasatoughrally

“You need to do some single-day
events before doing the Rally of the
Tests to know what to expect. You
needto keep yourhead and get
around and a navigator who has got
some experience. The information
just keeps coming through the
window. It wasn't until Monday that
Irealised how exhausted | was.”

Sawyer: Rallying novice
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ByPaul Lawrence

Vince Bristow and Tim Sayer
head 10 UK-based crewsin
the Silver Fern Rally in New
Zealand, which starts from
Christchurch on Monday,
November 28.
Hastings-based Bristow won
thelasteditionin2014ina
locally prepared Ford Escort
Mk2and will bejoined by his
regular co-driver Sayer, who is

|

marathon gravelrally.
“It'safantasticevent,” said
Bristow. “The stagesare so good
anditisalovely country with
lovely people. Therearen’t
many places in the world where
you can be onthelimiter intop
for several miles on gravel.”
Simon Tysoe, who finished
second to Bristow in 2014,
returns with his Ford Escort
MKk2and has Welshman Paul
Morrisalongside after astrong

makinghisdebutonthe

season inthe BHRC, while

‘Woodhouse led
from stage two’

"NewZealandlinatationE e HOSHO e eSO MERBIONIIE:

Matthew Robinson and Sam
Collis willmake their New
Zealand debut in afresh Fiat 131
from Yorkshire-based Rally
Sport Developments.

Other UK entries include
Meirion Evans (Ford Escort
MK2)on hisfirsteventsincea
majoraccident on thelIsle of
Man, Phil Squires/Nigel
Hutchinson (Ford Escort Mk2)
and Craig Salter/Preston Ayres
(Ford Escort MK1). UK-based
expat Kiwi Warren Briggs,a

regular historicrace winner in
aFord Mustang, will field his
Mustang while Laurence Tysoe,
Jake Scannell and Scotsman
Tommy Mackay complete the
listof UK runners.

Theroute, all based in South
Island, covers 650 stage miles
and 1100road miles in seven
days and includes three over-
night halts in Dunedin before
thefinish, back in
Christchurch, on Sunday
December4.

HSCC firms up its calendar with top tracks

Racemeetings on the Brands
Hatch and Silverstone Grand Prix
circuitsandareturntoDonington
Park arethemainfeatures of the
Historic Sports Car Club’s 2017
race programme.

“Donington Park isa great way to

starttheseasonand we’re

delighted tobe goingback

there,” said HSCC chief executive

officer Grahame White.
Theseasonstartsin Apriland

concludes with the Finals Meeting

at Silverstone in October.

CALENDAR]
April 8 Donington Park
May 20/21 | Silverstone GP
Jun17/18 | Cadwell Park
Jul1/2 Brands Hatch GP
Aug5/6 | Croft

Aug 26-28 | Oulton Park Intl
Sep 23 Brands Hatch Indy
Oct 14/15 | Silverstone Nat

Underbody rule
change for rallying

Changes have been made
to MSA regulations for
underbody protection

on historicrally cars
following representation
from organisers of the
MSA British Historic Rally
Championship.

From 2017, the limitation
on permitted material used
to protect the underside
of historic cars on special
stagerallies has been
eased to allow the use of
any material of period
specification, which opens
up the option touse
composite material. To
date, fibreglass was the
most common option.

The proposal came from
discussions within the
BHRC management team
and is amove to help keep
increasingly valuable
historic cars competing
on gravel rallies.

McLaren F1 will
run in the event

GT1 machines to feature on Memhers’ Meeting

Carsfrom the GT1 category of the
1990s will make their Goodwood
debut next March totake partin
demonstration sessionsat the 75th
Members’ Meeting(March 18/19).
Carsexpected totake tothe Sussex
track include the Porsche 911 GT1,
Mercedes CLK GTR, Lister Storm
andtheMcLaren F1 GTRfromthe
FIA GT Championship.
Meanwhile, stunning three-litre
sports prototypes of theearly 1970s

| willfeature in their own demo

session, capped by the sensational

V12-engined Ferrari312PBand
Matra MS670. Cosworth DFV-

powered cars due on parade include

examplesfrom Lola and Mirage.
Group A touring carsfrom the

1980s will be the third demo group

across the weekend, topped by
classicslike the Ford Sierra
Cosworth RS500and BMW M3.
Joining them will be examples of
the Rover SD1, BMW 635CSiand
Volvo 240 Turbo.

Classic Saah entry
for 2017 R.A.C. Rally

Thefirstentriesforthe2017
Roger Albert Clark Rally have
come from the Saab Historic
Rally Team.

Theteamhasalready entered
three Saabs, and organiser Jim
Valentine ishopingfor more.

Valentine will enter his 99.
Nick Pinkett will campaign
hisearlier two-stroke 96and
the V4-engined 96 of Colin
Hopeisalso confirmed.

“Event support will be
available throughtheteamasin
past years,” said Valentine. “I
hope we can welcome back all
previous team members and
find some new blood for this
eventof events.”

Classic Saabs will compete

HOW PAYNE ROSE TO THE TOP IN A TIGHT BTRDA TITLE FIGHT
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TV Elite sold

The 1958 Lotus Elite restored
inthe Forthe Love of Cars TV
programme recently sold at
auction for £121,500. The first
production Elite, featured in
the programme screened on
Sunday, was raced by presenter
Ant Anstead in the RAC Tourist
Trophy race at the Silverstone
Classic last July but retired after
seven laps. In period the car was
raced by Chris Barber.

Nurburg milestone
Ninety years of the Nurburgring will be
celebrated next June with aweekend
of historic racing organised by the
ADAC. Arange of historic categories
will be in action over the weekend of
June 18/19.In 1927, the first carrace
was held on the famous German track
onJune 19 and was won by Rudolf
Caracciolain a five-litre Mercedes.

Stokes charity event
Arecent charity dinnerin memory
of David Stokes raised over £7000
for Cancer Research UK. Held
near Bristol, the evening was
attended by more than 120
people connected to the
Gloucestershire driver,who lost
his battle with cancer in February.
Guests included former British
Rally Champion Dai Llewellin and
historic front-runner Stanley Orr
from Northern Ireland.

HSCC book

Abooktitled 50 Years of the Historic
Sports Car Club has justbeen
published. The hard-back book written
by MN contributor Paul Lawrence tells
the story of the HSCC through to the
end of the 2016 season. It runs to 256
pages and has 580 photographs and
can be ordered from the HSCC office
on 02317 858400.

Pricey Ferrari

A price tag believed to be in
excess of £40 million has been
placed on afamous Ferrari
250GTO, chassis 3387.The
second GTO to be built and the
firsttorace was taken to second
placein the 1962 Sebring 12
Hours driven by Phil Hilland
Olivier Gendebien. It finished
sixth atLe Mans in the same year
and has more recently spent 19
years in the ownership of
American Bernie Carl.

David Franklin

MN is sad to report the death of former
VSCC club secretary David Franklin,
who died on Remembrance Sunday at
the age of 84. Franklin held the VSCC
role from 1989to 1997 and was
highly regarded by club members for
his efficiency and fairness in the job.

Classic Nostalgia
The date for the Classic Nostalgia
event at Shelsley Walsh has been
confirmed for July 16/17. One of
the biggest events of the season
atthe famous Worcestershire
hiliclimb venue concentrates on
classes for pre-1980 cars and is
likely to feature a return of the
Group Brally cars that proved a
hit thisyear.
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LAND OGIER

M-Sport boss tries to tempt champmn
with test run this week

VW is out, so Ogier is
in need of a fresh start

% ByDavid Evans sayisthatItalktoalotof peopleand  of withthestrongdriverline-upthat “Itneedstobe doneassoonas Where’s ﬂgier headed this week?

N atleastIhavethischancethatalot we have planned for next year.” possible,” said Ogier. “Weare

*! M-Sport’s MalcoimWilsonsays  of peoplecallmebecausethey Hopes of Ogierreturningto already late to be in the optimal Areweany hasn’tbeen

'i’, he will do whateverittakes to wantme in their team.IThave made Citroen appeartobefading, withthe  conditionfor Monte Carlo.Ihope clearer? lightning quick.

e bring Sebastien Ogier to his nodecision.” French manufacturer strugglingto tomake my decision soon. There Depends who “Maybe,” one

= team fornextseason,with the Wilson didn’t travel tolast week’s find asolution tobringthe Gapman areacouple of teams willingto youask. Inthe insidersaid, “one

" Frenchman settotestaFord WRC season finale in Australia, back toParis. And sources insist work with me, butIcannot say courseof the four-time world

™ FiestaRSWRCforthefirsttime preferringinsteadtoremainin Ogier won’t beallowed todrivea the situation is comfortable.” last week in champion is
in Wales this week. Britain towork on financinga C3 WRC without asigned contract Rally Australia winner Andreas Australia, Sebastien enoughinthatteam...”

Ogiertold MNheintendstotestall  possible Ogier deal. tocompete with them. It’s the same Mikkelsen and Jari-Matti Latvala Ogierhasbeena Citroen’sthe
the carsavailable to him for next “I'mwillingtogotolengthsI’ve deal with Hyundai, with three areforced to waiton Ogier’snext confirmed M-Sport interestingone. Some
season, with Toyota’s Tommi notbeen to before to bringhim driversunder contract, there’s move before they cantry tosort driver, back at Citroen still find it impossible to
Makinenreportedly given agreen here,” said Wilson. “I stand by what no car and no seat for Ogier. themselves out. andtakingayearouttodo believetheParisians
light to offer around £8.5m for the I'vesaid before: thisremains one of There is, however, one more option MikKkelsen said: “That’s it; we some enduranceracing won’tfinda waytobringa
four-time champion’s signature. thebest opportunitiesthiscompany  forthereigning world champion: arejust waiting on what Sebastien and family stuff. French world champion
Sources close to Ogier feel money haseverhadandIcan’tletitslip by sitting out the next season. wantstodo-heisthefirstchoice Theonethingwhich home. Conversely,
won’tbethedriving force inamove Sebastien knows what he wantsand Onthat suggestion, he told MNV: for the manufacturers, so we have hasbeen curious by its Malcolm Wilson couldn’t
brought about by Volkswagen’s Iabsolutely respect that.” “Idon’t put this option on top of the towaitand take what he doesn’t absence ismuch talk of beplainer inhowmuch
decision to quitthe World Rally Wilson hasevery confidenceinhis  list,butit’snotimpossible. Atleast want. When he knows, thenme Ogier at Toyota—the one he wants Ogier.
Championship. Whathe wants is car’sability tostand toe-to-toe with Iwouldnotseethisastheend of and Jari-Matti will know where place where he could If Ogierlikes the Ford
themost competitivecartopursuea  any of theother2017machineryon the world. Maybe my wife would weend up.I'msuretherearelots actually baghimself a FiestaRS WRC, we could
fifth straight title. offerto Ogier. be more happy for this!” of opportunities, 'mveryconfident = wagerisenextseason,if = haveadeal doneby the
. Ogiersaid: “Iplantotestallthe “Evenif wedon’t get Sebastien for Ogier is still working closely with Iwillbe ina World Rally Car.” thatwaswhatmotivated  end of the week.

cars, tohaveasmany cards inmy nextseason, I havetosaythatlam Volkswagen to confirm the status Latvala isrumoured to have been him. Whichit’snot. AsmuchasOgierneeds
hand tojudge the bestfor my future. very excited about what’s to come of hiscontract. Hiscurrentteam offered a contract with Toyota Communication from adeal, healsoneedstime
That’sthe target fornow. There’sa fromthiscar,” said Wilson. “AndI'm  principal Sven Smeetssaid he already and that’slookinglike Puuppola, accordingto inhisnew car before the
lotof rumoursaround, butallIcan confident in what it will be capable was doingall he could to help. hisbestoption. thosecloseto Ogier, start of the Monte.

PMIKKELSEN ENSURES VW GOES OUT ON A HIGH IN AUSTRALIA
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Rally Australia winner
Andreas Mikkelsen dedicated
his victory in Coffs Harbour
to the Volkswagen Motorsport
team, which ended its five-year
spell in the World Rally
Championship on Sunday.
Amid emotional scenes,
the Norwegian admitted his
victory - which came after
astraight fight with world
champion Sebastien Ogier—
was the highlight of his
career and his time with
the Hannover-based squad.
“I'm so happy and so proud
of the team,” said Mikkelsen.

%o_hn Cooper Works
ally car ready for Dakar’

New off-roader is readied, p15

“Thislast victory is for them.
They gave me the chance to
come into the WRC right from
the very beginning of their
time in the championship -
and there were many drivers
to chose from back then.I hope
Thave given back some of
what they have given me.”
While the three works
crews will all depart, certain
members of the Hannover
team are expected toreturn
tothe WRC next season with
privatedrivers usingthe
2016-specification Polo R WRC.
Team principal Sven Smeets

—-—
—
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Mikkelsen won in Australia
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confirmed to Motorsport
Newsthat this year’s world
championship-winning car
will be available for next
season,amove which is
seen asthefirststepin
Volkswagen’s shift from a
purefactoryrally teamtoa
commercial operation.
Work on the firm’s PoloR5
car will begin imminently.
Smeets said: “We are open to
every set-up for driversrenting
the carsnext year. There will
always have to be a level of
technical engineering support
from us-this Poloisnotlikean

—

The team celebrates
first and second spot

R5 car-but we are open to
anybody who is interested.”

Headded thathe was
impressed with the level of
interestinrunninga2016car.
“I'malsonot sosurprised: for
thelast four years we have had
people asking us if they can
rent the car and we have always
been sayingno, but now we can
say yes,” said Smeets. “It’s
possible we could be in Monte
Carlo, but we would have to
make an agreement soon.”

Itisunderstood Volkswagen
hasupto 12 carstorent out for
nextseason.

Skoda to stick with WRC2 programme, ending hopes for a Polo R WRC revival

Thelast hope of seeing
Volkswagen’s PoloR WRC
inactionnextseasonhas
been extinguished by Skoda
boss Bernhard Maier.

There had been speculation
that Volkswagen’s 2017 car could
be taken on by group stable-mate
Skoda, badged and runasa Fabia
WRC. Such amove would ensure

some value would have been
realised for the group following
themillions spent on developing
the Polo.

Maier poured cold water
onsuchtalk, sayingthe
Czechfirm’srallying
aspirations remain within
its customer-based Fabia R5
programme —ironically where

VW solves its Wales Rally GB mysteries

Volkswagen hastraced
itsrecent Wales Rally GB
transmission problemstothe
use of 2017 development parts.

Allthree PoloR WRCs
suffered driveshaftfailures
ontheopeningday of the
penultimateround of the
world championship and
technical director Francois-
Xavier Demaison hasnow
confirmed the issue.

Hetold MN: “Wehad tested
anew sealing system for
the [driveshaft] boot and the
breather on the CVjoint for
the 2017 car. It was working well
onthenew car, sowe decided to

takethisto Wales. Last year
onRally GB, wehad aproblem
with water ingress and we
thoughtthisnew system
would solve that.

“Instead, there was some
water and dust ingress. When
we were doingthe testing with
the 2017 car, wedidn’tdo the
longroadsectiondriving-I
think thisis what caused it.
There wasabuild uponthe
sealsinthebootand that
sucked insome of thedust. At
the end of the opening day, we
changed back tothe 2016 partat
the Friday night service. Small
thingscanhave consequences.”

it willface competition from
Volkswagen’s own PoloR5
in 2018.

Maier told Autocar: “It will
not happen. We have enjoyed
success inrallyingand we are
enjoying success inrallying, in
the WRC2 category. We have a
successful customer programme
that doesn’t cost us money and

Gronholm to sign off

Marcus Gronholm will bethe
lastmantodrive Volkswagen’s
PoloRWRC in an official capacity,
when he tests the 2017 car early
nextmonth.

The two-time world champion
willrun the Polofor two days
after Volkswagen’s own test
driver Dieter Depping.

“Dieter will dosome small
calibration work on the car for
thefirstday,” said team principal
Sven Smeets, “but after that, it’s
Marcus. Thecarisrunningin
Sweden, it’sa snow testnorth
of Ostersund. Thisgivesusthe
chancetocomplete thejoband
signeverythingoff.”

Ultimately, the 2017Polo will
notbe homologated by the FIA,

could earn us the championship,
so why would I change that?
“Doingmore isnotalways
better—what would we bring
ourselves inaddition to what we
arealready achievinginrallying?
A WRC2championshipisfinefor
Skoda, certainly it providesthe
bestreturn on money invested,
because it doesnotreally costus.”

Volkswagen’s running

thatrubberstampisonly
possible once the manufacturer
commitstocompetinginthe
championship, but Volkswagen
will take the car asfar aspossible
through the procedure.

Afterthetestinthefirst week
of December, thereareno further
plans for the Polo. Thetest car
willbereturned to Hannover. The
Monte Carlo cars which were in
build will be completed, but the
agreed Red Bulllivery will never
be stickered onto the Polo.

Plans for the December 7 date
setaside for the car’slaunch
in Berlin have been altered,
with some of the team using
the venue for their Christmas
party instead.
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“l was surprised
| was even on
Foub’s radar”

-
\
-

alk of tragedy was in full flow
in Coffs Harbour last week.

Volkswagen's departure from the
sport sent some into histrionic
overdrive as sentences were sought
to encapsulate the kind of
unprecedented heartbreak which had enveloped
the German corner of the service park.

Until sunrise on Saturday, | was right up there
with them.

Calling Cumbria for an update on M-Sport's efforts
to deliver Sebastien Ogier to Dovenby, Malcolm
Wilson sounded strange.

Something was wrong.

“Haven'tyou heard about Foubie?” he said.

Something was very wrong.

Peter Foubister was gone. How could that be? Ogier,
Volkswagen, everything else went out of the window
while Malcolm and | tried to take the newsiin.

| couldn’t come close to the kind of memories MW
had with Autosport's former rallies editor and editor.
Since the horrible news broke, there have been
constant reminders of just what a huge figure
Foubie was in motorsport — with tributes coming in
fromall around the world.

“He was aninspiration to so many people,”

Malcolm said.

He certainly was. When | was starting out, Foub
was afigure of high reverence for me. High reverence,
thatis, and fear.

Iremember an early professional conversation with
Colin McRae. Lanark’s finest made it quite clear that
following in Foubie’s footsteps was the only way forward
for anybody hoping to make it in the world of rally writing.
He paused only briefly before launching into the first
of many stories involving a bar. And a hat.

None of that really helped me, early doors. It helped
even |less that | was given my marching ordersin his
office — sitting beneath that glorious painting of McRae
in a Subaru Impreza. A few months after landing at MV,
I was still struggling to come to terms with actually
working in my dream job.

Foub helped. He put an arm around me and helped.
So low was | down the food chain, | was surprised |
even figured on his radar. Not long after, asked what
he thought of MN’s rallies department, he said: “It's
notadepartment in crisis.”

Sixwords that saved my career. | have an awful lot to
thank himfor.

From opposite ends of the company pay scale, our
friendship developed, and continued to do so after he
departed Autosport.

While our paths crossed less and lessiin later years,
there was always time — usually in the bar — at the
Autosport Awards. He remained full of encouragement
for my work and hisinterestin our sport as deep-set
and perfectly informed as ever. Humbling wouldn't
come close.

Earlier this month, I'd been supposed to join him at the
RAC club for an evening of Metro 6R4 recollections. The
date clashed with a test | had to attend in Wales,
meaning it was Aberystwyth rather than Pall Malll.

Foub understood. How | regret that decision now.

How | would like the chance to thank him one more
time and remind him again of how right Colin McRae
was all those years ago.

Goodbye Foub. And thankyou.

L/
<, AGREE/DISAGREE?
. mn.letters@haymarket.com
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Taylor claims the
Australian title

Molly Taylor took a
dramatic Australian
Rally Championship
title following victory in
the final round at Rally
Australialast week.
Taylor became the first
ever female winner of the
championship, while her
win also marked a
victorious return for the
Subarumarque.
The Japanese
manufacturer scored
10 straight Australian
titles between 1996 and
2005, when it withdrew
from domestic rallying.
Taylor, Harry Bates
and Simon Evans were
all in with a shot at the
Australian title, but
victory went Taylor’s way
after Bates dropped time
with alate puncture.
“Today,” she said, “I can
confirm dreams do come
true! This one wentright
down to the wire and we
had to give it everything
in the last couple of
stages, but we’ve done it.”
The Bates household
could atleast celebrate a
win in the Classic
Division for Harry’s dad
Neal - who was co-driven
by Molly’s mother,
Coral Taylor.

McCormack drove Escortin Oz

McCormack makes
Australia rally how

Irish driver Marty
McCormack made his debut
at Rally Australia last week,
guiding his Ford Escort
MKk2 to sixth place in the
Classic Division.

McCormack would have
been fighting for victory on
the national status event,
which followed the main WRC
field, had it not been for a lack
of suitable tyres for much of
therally.

“We’ve been running out of
rear tyres a lot of the time,”
McCormack said. “The roads
have been so abrasive, I didn’t
expect that. Apart from that,
I’'ve had a blast. I’ve got some
mates down here and only
decided to stick the car on
the boat in September.
Getting through the long
[31-mile Nambucca] stage
was fantastic, Ireally
enjoyed that one.”

Aussierally legend and
Classic winner Neal Bates
will keep the Escortin
Australia, with McCormack
hoping toreturn down
under in the near future.
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By David Evans

X-raid has revealed the
Mini it hopes will carry the
fight to Peugeot at
January’s Dakar Rally.
Thenew Countryman-based
car-tobeknown as the John
Cooper Works Rally rather
thanthe ALL4 Racing-will
feature alower centre
of gravity, improved
aerodynamicsanda
performance hike froma
change tothe engine mapping.
Unlike Peugeot’s
rear-wheel-drive 3008 DKR,
the Miniretains its four-wheel
drive transmission set-up.
BMW announced in
September it would be

increasingits commitment to
the Mini Dakar programme
andthenew car’stime inthe
BMW Group wind tunnel is
testament to that promise.

Significant chassis work
hasallowed X-raid toinclude
athird spare wheel, while
dropping 50kg of thecar’s
overall mass 50cm lower—
afeature certaintohelpon
the twistier sections of
January’s South American
marathon event.

X-raid CEO Sven Quandt said:
“Thenew MiniJohn Cooper
Works Rally isjust great. One of
theadvantagesachieved in
the wind tunnel isa higher top
speed combined with better
acceleration beyond 87mph.”

Mikko Hirvonenand Yazeed
Al-Rajhiwill spearhead X-raid’s
attempt totakeafifth Dakar
wininsix years.

“I'mreallylookingforwardto
my second Dakar Rally,” said
Hirvonen, whoscored hisfirst
cross-country winon the
Hungarian Baja earlier this
season. “Ilearned alotinmy
firstattempt and we worked
hard in cooperation with the
teamtoprepareasgoodas
possible. [know we will have to
face another major challenge,
butIjustcan’t waitforrolling
across the startingramp. Of
course I want to try tomake it
tothe podium in January. It’sa
difficult race and anything can
happen but with alittle luck we

will become afactorin the
battle for the win.”

Quandt told MNhe was
happy the pressure was on
Peugeot and its four-strong
line up of Stephane
Peterhansel, Carlos Sainz,
Sebastien Loeb and Cyril
Despresrather than his team.

Quandt said: “We go to Dakar
asthe huntersrather thanthe
hunted and I'm happy with
this situation. For four years,
we were expected to keep
winning and now we are
chasingtheothers.”

The 2017 Dakar starts
from the Paraguayan capital
of AsunciononJanuary 2
andfinishes 13 dayslaterin
Buenos Aires.

New Mini has had
BMW tech support

Lappi to leave Skoda and is
strongly linked with Toyota

WRC2 champ Lappi to return... with Toyota?

Recently crowned WRC2
champion Esapekka Lappi
has confirmed he will
return to the World Rally
Championship next season.
Ahead of last week’s
season finale in Australia,
the Finn refused to comment
on his future in the sport,
beyond confirming he
would be leaving the Skoda
team. Lappi is understood
to have signed to drive a
Toyota Yaris WRC next
season, butis unable to
confirm his new agreement.
Lappi said: “I can’t tell you
what I will be driving, but I
will be back here again next

year. It’s exciting to have
won the title and now, like I
told you before, the time has

come to move on from Skoda.

“I’'m happy to have this
championship-it’s good
for Skoda, the team deserves
this success.”

Skoda’s motorsport
director, Michal Hrabanek,
said the Fabia R5’s first
WRC2 title was a reason
for celebration for the team.

“Ten of the 13 rallies were
won in the Skoda Fabia R5
this year,” said Hrabanek.
“That says everything
about the quality and
speed of our car.”

ERC calendar is
short on top events

Nextyear’s European Rally
Championship hasbeen
revealed, with three of its
most popular rounds missing.

A provisional 10-round 2017
schedule has been announced,
with only eightnamedrallies
and three of the 10have still to
complete theiragreement
with the series promoter.

The Circuit of Ireland, Ypres
and Estoniaare the events
missingfromnext year. The Rally
diRoma Capitalereplaces one of
the three. MNunderstands the
Ypres Rally could yet make it to
the calendar, if Eurosport Events
canfind agreement with the
organisers of the Belgian classic.

Ypresmanager Alain Penasse
told MN: “Idon’tagree with the
fee youhavetopaytobeinthe
ERCbecause the value of the ERC
hasbeen goingdown inrecent
years. We have a proposal from
Eurosport which, while it was
better than last year, it’s still too
much. Atthemoment, we’rein the
farcical position of them wanting
thisnumber and us offering that
number. And they have a calendar
thathastwo dates withnorallies.

“Wedon’tsay ‘no’toERC, there’s
stillsome pride in being part of
the European championship, but
there’sagap between what they
think it’s worth and whatIthink
it’'sworth. Wehave decided to go
our way with the British Rally
Championship and thenew Tour
European Rally. We don’t know
whatthe TER will bring, but at
leastitdoesn’tcostusanything.”

The proposed ERC 2017 schedule
is: Azores Rally (March 2-4); TBA
(March 31-April 2); Canaries Rally
(May 4-6); Acropolis Rally (June
2-4); Cyprus Rally (June 16-18);
Rally Rzeszow (August 3-5); Rally
Z1in (August 25-27); Rally di Roma
Capitale (September 15-17); Rally
Liepaja(October6-8)and TBA
(November 3-5).

New ERC Junior class
to offer WRC prize run

The winner of anall-new ERC
Junior category next year will be
awarded a one-off World Rally
Cardrive inthe 2018 WRC.

The ERC Junior U28 category
isopentoallR5driversaged 28
and under. The winner will be
the crew with the bestscore
from four of their compulsory
sixstartingrounds.

Thisclass sitsabovethe ERC
Junior U27series, which also
includesthe bestfour scores
fromsix startsinan R2 car. The
winner of thistitle collects £85,000
towardsan ERC Junior U28
campaign the following season.

ERC co-ordinator Jean-Baptiste
Leysaid: “It’sclearthereisa
growingnumber of ERC Junior
graduates and other young
driverslookingtotake the next
stepinrallying, but without the
financialmeanstorunafull
international campaigninan
R5carorlackingthe experience
required toachieve consistent
success. ERC Junior U28 will
bridgethis gap by providinga
step up in performance
for ERC Junior U27 graduates,
albeitinamanaged environment.
And, by providinga World Rally
Championship prize drive to
the ERC Junior U28 champion,
we’rerecognising the ambition of
youngdriverstoreach thesport’s
toplevel.”
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By Jack Benyon

evelopednewlowcostcu

M-Sport has developed a low-cost
Ford Fiesta cup carbased on

its FiestaR2T,and couldruna
one-make championshipin the
UKnextyear.

Theseriesistouted for the British
Rally Championship, which isalready
planninganew classforthecupcars,
which are similar to R2-spec butfeature
cheaper partsandamore stringent
ECU thatlimits output.

M-Sportclientliaison manager Rich
Millener has confirmed the car exists
and thatitcould run in BRC nextyear.

“Wearelookingatit,” hesaid. “We’ve
gotameeting with the BRC organisers
tolook at the options; maybe we do
something fully inthe BRCor witha
mixture of some BRC and some other
eventstotryandentice people in.

“The car isbased on the R2T, but with
some more standard parts: lessengine
modifications, different dampers, more
standard electronics, but still witha

the control tyre supplier for Junior BRC
this year, and offered a £60,000 subsidy

towards the Drive DMACK Fiesta Trophy

in2017 asaprize, which was won by Rob
Duggan. MNunderstands thatany
decision torenew that deal between

the BRCand DMACK will wait until the
end of November, when the tender
winner for the Junior World Rally
Championship isannounced.

DMACK isbelieved tobe in with
achance of securingJWRC status for
its DDFT championship.

Popularity for the cup speccarsis
rising. Opel hasaversion of its Adam
and the one-make Opel Adam Cup
championship in Germany.

Motorsport Newsreportedlast month
that Simon Mauger of the Vauxhall
British Rally Team isattemptingto
launch a similar Vauxhall Adam Cup
intheBRC. Aslongasthereisaclassin
placetoaccommodate the specification
of the cars, any prospective
championships can goahead.

The BRC’s planned class has been

pcanf

9

sequential gearbox. The aim of thisisto labelled the cadet class,and will allow f
bringthe cost of the car down toaround thenon-homologated carslike the new & =
£30,000for a car builtand ready to go. Fiestaand the existing Adam Cup - =
We’relookingto bring the cost down to machinestocompete within the
around half thatof afullR2car. The idea Junior BRCdivision.
isthatthepartsaretheresodriverscan Drivers will be allowed torecce, with
start with the cheaper car and then build theaim of bridgingthe gap between
uptothefullR2.” theultra-competitive BRC Juniorand

Millener wouldn’t confirm whether national championshipslikethe BTRDA
DMACK was involved. Thetyrefirmwas  andScottish Rally Championship. ew Ca based

- . o Fiesta R

Thorburn to run Fiesta R5 for first time

Euan Thorburn will
compete in a Ford Fiesta R5
Evo for the first time on this
weekend’s Grizedale Stages.

Wales Stages],” said
Thorburn. “We did Ypres
[aBRCround in 2017] a few
years ago and really enjoyed

The 2013 Scottish that so I’d like to go back
champion has driven a there. We’re not committing
Peugeot 208 T16 R5 this to any championships next
year on select events, year. We’ll do the Snowman
but could switch to an and the Cambrianas a
M-Sport machine for 2017. warm-up and we’ll take

“It’s the car Higgins used it from there.”
on the Isle of Man through There’s already a host
Autotek [preparation of frontrunning entries

confirmed for the event.
Event sponsor Tom Preston
brings his Skoda Fabia R5,
while 2015 Irish Tarmac
champion Donagh Kelly
drives an R5 for the first time
in competition on the event.

The event features 40 stage
miles and 43 road miles in
the Grizedale forests.

firm],” said Thorburn.
“We’re hiring it with a view
to buying it for next year,
but nothingis paid for yet.”
Thorburnisn’t sureif he’ll
commit to a championship
next year, with a number
of optionsin the offing.
“We’ll definitely do the
first round of the BRC [Mid

-

it
Duggan will drive Escort on Killarney Historic Rally next month

Junior BRC star Duggan to run in Escort Mk2

Junior British Rally champion
Rob Duggan will compete on the

Molls Gap-thefirst stage—ismy
favourite in the world. The other

SEEDED ENTRY LIST Killarney HistoricRallyina stages I know from drivingon
Grizedale St ded entrylist Ford Escort Mk2 on December 3. them butnot as stages.I'mlooking
rizedale Stages seeded entrylis TheIrishman-who won five of forward tomy local event and it
DATE | TRACK | seveneventsinthe JBRCthisyear— will be greattonotneed aroadbook
1 Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson Ford Fiesta R5+ willdrive a ‘modern’-spec Escort fortherecce as we’ll know where
2 David Wright/Steve Pugh Ford Focus WRCO1 ownedbyregularIrishfrontrunner everywhereis.”
3 Euan Thorburn/Paul Beaton Ford Fiesta RS Ryan Lochrane. He’ll be partnered Duggan ishoping to compete for
4 Hugh Hunter/Rob Fagg Ford Fiesta R6 by his JBRC co-driver Ger Conway.  the victory onhislocal event.
5 Donagh Kelly/Conor Foley Ford Fiesta RS “It’'sa2.5-litre with a Tractive “I'mstillarally driver and this
6 Stephen Simpson/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta S2000 [sequential gearbox] and 300 plus may be thelast chance we have
7 Thomas Preston/Carl Williamson Skoda Fabia R5 horsepower,” said the 22-year-old. for awhile to challenge fora win
8 Adrian Hetherington/Ronan O'Neill | Toyota Corolla WRC “If ithad 100 horsepower less, overall,” added the Killarney man.
9 Fred Milne/Chris Williams Mitsubishi Lancer E9 Imightjustbeabletodriveit! “We’ll be pushingforthatand
10 David Howells/Jamie Edwards SubaruImpreza “Ger’swithmeand we’re seeing what we can do ina good
Thorburn has been competinginaPeugeot 208 T16 RS just goingto have some funand car. We’llmake good notes and

hopefully set some good times. hangon!”
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AD RALLYING EXPERT

‘Historic sporting
trials is booming’

Sporting Scene feature, p29
Photos: Stanislav Kucera, Writtle Photographic, Duncan Littler

IAN ‘DUDE’
ROBERTS

Road Rally champion
Age: 47 Lives:Mid Wales
Welsh Road Rally champion
three yearsinarow.

He started in Escorts

“I started out in Escorts and
Sunbeams. | couldn't getthem
prepared properly and | wasn't
making it reliable. I retired for
three orfour years. Someone
offered me a Golf,and |
developeditintoarally car; 18
years later she is fantastic. | can
see why Ogier won the World
Rally Championship! Lastyear|
did 47 ralliesinarowanditdidn't
break down once. The car has
made me.”

His co-driver, Gwawr
Hughes, iskey

“When she got in with me six
years ago she was looking fora
seat.I'd been fortunate enough to
have some of the best navsinthe
car. She was afew steps behind
when we started, but she was
willing tolearn and now look at
her. Ireckon we've made around
100yds worth of wrong slots over
the past three years. She's the
bestI've everhadinthe car.”

He could win more
titles this year

“Three years ago we won four or
five championships in one year
and itlooks like we could do the
same thisyear. IfIhad to pick a
single eventas my favourite it
would be my first win. It was my
home event, the Border 100, in
20083. There's alot of local heroes
onthat, so to win that was nice.”

He likes amixed event
“Inagoodevent, | like amixture.
Notaflat out roadrace, butafew
tracks, tricky navigating. Nice
Tarmac. Organisers that know
how to plan an event and how

to plot. And rallies that local
knowledge doesn't play as biga
partin. Out of the current events,
the Night Owlin Aberystwyth is
agoodone.”

TheWelshis the one
“The level in the Welsh
championship has been
brilliant. If it wasn't hard, it
wouldn't be worth winning. To
win itis fantastic, it's such a
relief. Over three years it's
40-oddrallies soit's a big
commitmentandtowinitisa
massive buzz. “

The seasonisn’tover
“We've gotan event left, either
the Cilwendeg or the Farrington.
They're on the same night. |
know I'm good but | can’t see a
way around that! The Cilwendeg
is in the Welsh Championship,
which we've won, but Gwawr
hasn't won the Farrington yet.
Because of that we're looking to
do the Farrington.”

Awards stacking up
“We haven't won the AWMMC
(Association of West Midlands
Motor Clubs) championship
afterthe Peaks Revs this
weekend, we finished fourth.
Sofarthis year we've won the
Welsh, ANWCC, North Wales
Road Rally Challenge and the
Welsh Border Car Club
Championship.”

The Cambrian Rally will
receive itsmostradical shake

up inyearsastheeventfeatures

different stagesfor the BTRDA
seriesopener.
The Llandudno-based event

drops Gwydyr, Elsi, Penmachno

and the Great Ormestage.

The Aberhirnant stage, as
used on Wales Rally GB, has
been added, ashas Llangower,
joining Clocaenogand Alwen.

Clerk of the course Alyn
Edwards believes stage quality
isthekeytotheevent’ssuccess.

“Wethink that only running
four top quality stages—with

three of them beingusedin

the same formatas2016’s Wales
Rally GB-will prove attractive

to competitors and spectators
alike,” hesaid.

“There will belimited double

usagehelpingtoensure that
the quality of thestagesis
held throughout the event.”

Theevent will startand finish
in Llandudnoasusual, with 45
stagemilesand Ruthin service.

Welshman Hugh Hunter -
who’s indoublefiguresfor
startson the Cambrian—
believesthe changeisone
that will refresh the event.

- Hugh Hunter

'N likes new stages
LY r v .
A

“Ithink it’sagood move,”
said the 2008 BTRDA Gold Star
champion. “It’snice tomix it
up, rallies can become stale,
thesameevery year. It will be
nicetohave Aberhirnantand
Llangower to dosomething
different. Those stagesare
completely different in nature
tothe Betws-y-Coed stageslike
Elsi. Thenew stagesarealot
faster.I11ike PenmachnosoI'ma
little sad that’snot on there but
doubleusage in that stageis
alwaysan issue. We’ll definitely
bedoingit, itlookslikea good
routeandanicechange.”

Welsh co-driver Dom Adams
will compete on his first
eventoutside of Europe

this weekend, as he heads

to compete in the Canadian
Rally Championship.

The Rhonddanavigator
competed on the continent
for the first time in June, and
willnow head to Canadato sit
with Subaru Impreza driver
Agostino Fortunato on the
Rally of the Tall Pines.

“Thereaction has been

really good,” said Adams, who

has co-driven in the BTRDA
thisyear. “Back in JuneIdid
Ypres with a Belgian driver
andtodothatIhadtogetan
international licence. That

Adams won the 2016 1400C championship in BTRDA
BTRDA champ Adams to co-drive in Canada

was my first international
event.Ireally enjoyed the
experience and it was quite
challenging. Coming away

from thatI wanted todomore.”

The 21-year-old will take
partafter Fortunato’s usual
co-driver couldn’t make the
November 25/26 event.

“Iwasinconversation witha

few American and Canadian
drivers, butthenIgot in touch
with Agostino and his
co-driver was unable to do the
nextevent,” said Adams. “I
sent him my in-car and some
of my results and he seemed
happy to take me on. That was
only afew days ago, it’s been
mad since then.”

OBITUARY
Drew Bowler

1963-2016

Drew Bowler, the managing
director of Bowler
Motorsport, passed away
suddenly on November 14.
Bowler’s involvement in
off-road competition started
intheearly 1980s when he
successfully trialled a Land
Rover which he had built
himself. Hemoved on to
competing in off-road race
eventsaswell asbuilding
and preparing vehicles for

other competitors, quickly
gainingareputationasa
pioneeringengineer.

Bowler Motorsport was
formed in 1985 and carssuch
asthe Tomcatand Wildcat
proved to be very competitive
invarious off-road
disciplines such ascomp
safarisand hill rallies.

Morerecently the company
hassupported the Bowler
Defender Challenge and
produced the Bulldog vehicle.

BCCC competitor Ryan
Cookesaid: “Drew wasan
ambassadortothe sportand
itwasaprivilegetohave
been involved with him.”

‘Dude’Roberts eyes Manx drive

Roherts steps back from the Welsh series

Ian ‘Dude’ Roberts won’t

compete in the Welsh Road Rally

Championship full-timenext

year after 12 years of competition.

The47-year-old feelsthe time
has come for anew challenge

after winning the championship

forthree yearsinarow with
navigator Gwawr Hughes.
“I'mretiring from the Welsh
championship, but'llstill be
outcompetingnext year,” said
Roberts. “Itjust won’t be for

points.I’'ve done itfor 12 years
soit’stimeforabitof achange.”

Roberts will still compete on
eventsnext year,and hisnext
challenge is tocompete on the
Isleof Man.

“My burning goalnow istogoto
thelsleof Mananddoaroadrally
outthere.Todoaroadrally inthe
daytime on closed roads would be
brilliant. Some of the olderlads
tellme that’s whereto go.I've got
todothatatleastonce.”

IAN
IVIILL:

. \
“It may be time to [
consider regularity “ &g °
sections again” |

ince the outlawing of Targa
Timing in 1988 the process of
getting aresult at a true 30mph
average has alwaysbeen a
struggle for organisers. There are
few lanes thatlend themselves
to be a straightforward test for top crews.

To assistin achieving aresult, farmyards and short
detours along tracks have become commonplace,
however the assistance that these devices provide
is likely to be largely lost as the MSA, complying
with insurance requirements, take a strict approach
to using any private land on sections timed to the
second. In future, any section using the smallest
part of private property will have to be timed to the
minute. Organisers, who have been struggling to
find a means of getting the top crews to drop
seconds, willhave amountainto climbto geta
clearresult.

Leading crews have now reached a superb
standard of competitiveness. A combination of
skilled driving, excellent car preparation, almost
faultless navigation plus flawless event
management in the left-hand seat makes it difficult
for organisers to put together a challenging route
forthem. On the recent Powys Lanes, the leading
crew arrived at the petrol halt clean of any penalties,
while their nearest rivals were snapping at their
heels, with just afew seconds dropped. In contrast,
even those in the lower reaches of the top 10 had
dropped significant time at several controls.

Clearly to get aresult some sections have to be
timed to the second. Even if crews could be
separated by minutes, it would be impossible to get
aclearresult fora 90-carfield with only 30 minutes
of lateness.

The reintroduction of tests next year may help
organisers. Although there are restrictions on how
tests can be run; they must precede the road
sections of any rally and all competitors must
complete any tests before midnight. Also, when
tests have been used in the past, they have not
always been well received and many crews are
unhappy to use them as amethod of determining
the outcome of aroad rally.

It may therefore be time to consider allowing the
use of regularity sections on road rallies once
again. They were banned from such events a
couple of years ago after their misuse up to that
point. Basically they were being used as timed to
the second standard sections but without the
restrictions that those types of sections entailed. If
brought back they would obviously have to be
closely policed to ensure that the positions of
intermediate time controls aren’tknown
beforehand, that crews will be severely penalised
for slowing or stopping within sight of a control and,
maybe, even having varying average speeds to
adhere to.

The Jogularity format would seem to meet these
requirements; it's a simplified version and wouldn't
necessitate the purchase of something like a
Brantz timer to maintain the prescribed schedule.

This thought may not be palatable to some but it
may be the only alternative to having rallies
continually decided on engine capacity.

?‘:. AGREE/DISAGREE?
. mn.letters@haymarket.com




Yorkshireman ;;-‘j =
made a splash & ===

After the title was wrapped up early lastyear, afightfort

ehadafight.
That’sall
any of the
followers of
the BTRDA
wanted
thisseason.

The previous year, Dave Weston Jr
had walked away with the Gold Star
title,and, tobe honest, was ata higher
level than the competition. He wrapped
the series up three rounds early.

This year was the opposite.

Hard charger Luke Francis took
onseasoned campaigner Charlie
Payne. It was Rhuddlan v Yorkshire.
England v Wales.

Astobeexpected between two feisty
competitors, there was abit of two
and frothrough the year, with both
crewsdiscontented at stage times
being queried on certain rounds. But
it wasanamicablefight,and one that
showed both drivers step up in pace.

Francis threatened whathe’d have
toofferattheend of 2015whenhe
debuted hisnew Mitsubishi Lancer
E9on the Woodpecker. Two podiums
followed, and before you know it, he
was winning the Cambrian to open
this season. It was won by a second
when atime was corrected; the duo
hadfinished the 40-plus milerally in
exactly the sametime.

CLASS ROUND-UP

- e

Hones took dominant 1400 win

Gavin Edwards was phenomenal

in his first full year of gravel rallying,
taking the Silver Star title from Boyd
Kershaw and fifth in the points. The
result was more impressive given
the low-powered engine he had until
getting a new uprated motor for the
Nicky Grist. Caron Tomlinson took
co-driver honours alongside him.

The NR4 and Production Cup went
down to the last round with Andy Davies
still holding a slight chance of victory.
However, a big off meant Russ
Thompson/Andy Murphy were crowned
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However, Francis would lose
ground on thenextrally, which would
leave him playing catch up fortherest
of theyear. Arod went through the
side of the engine on the Malcolm
Wilson Rally, putting him out. Payne
took victory ona wetand tricky
eventthat caught many out.

Francisreacted well. After a push
togetan engine sorted for the next
event, hearrived in Minehead to win
the Somerset Stages, ahead of his
Harrogaterival. Pairingthat with
apodiumonthePlains, his season
appeared tobeback ontrack while
Payne’s was stuttering. Fifth on the
Plains and fourth in Carlisle, was
hisseasonready tocome unstuck?

Carlisle proved the turning point.
Francis dropped a propshaftand
hisevent was over. With only two
dropped scorestotake, the Welshman
would need to win the next two events
tohave any chance of overturning
thebulletproof Fiestaof Payne, who
hadn’tfinished outside the topfive at
thatpoint.

Payneduly delivered inthe
shocking conditions of the Nicky
Grist; the Lancer suited to thefast
and flowing stages. There was hope
yetforthe Welshman, as Payne
ground toahaltnotfarintotherally
withamysterious engineissue.

Edwards shone to win Silver Star

champions after a consistent year and
only one non-score.

Inits first season as a championship,
the ST Trophy provided an excellent
place foryoung drivers to get a step
on the ladder. But the competition
wasn’t all that tight as Cameron
Davies won all the rounds he entered
on his way to the title with Lee Taylor.

Perhaps the most beautifully turned out
carin the series, Robin Shuttleworth’s
Escort Mk1, took the Historic Cup title
away from Paul Streetand lan Jones. The

PREVAILS

Photos: James Ward - Chicane Media, Writtle Photographic, chasingthecars.com
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BTRDA Rally Series
POS | DRIVER
Charlie Payne, Ford Fiesta

Stephen Petch, Ford Fiesta R5

Russ Thompson, Mitsubishi Lancer E9

Paul Benn, Ford Focus WRC

Gavin Edwards, Ford Escort Mk2

Luke Francis, Mitsubishi Lancer E9

Andy Davies, Subaru Impreza

Phill Burton, Ford Escort Mk2

Karl Simmons, Subaru Impreza WRC

=0 00N 0N WN =

Sacha Kakad, Mitsubishi Lancer E10

Thompson: 3rd

Itdidn’taffect the championship.
Francisstill had towin.

Two stages into the Woodpecker,
Francishadrolled onatightleft
hairpin. Payne brought the Fiesta
home in third, securing the Gold Star
crown. One eventlater; he won the
Trackrod-hishomeevent-instyle,
giftinghis co-driver Carl Williamson
the Gold Star co-drivers’ crown.

Intheend, Francisfell tosixth
with histhree non-scores. Stephen
Petch won the Woodpecker, proving
hispacetotakesecondinthe
championship, despitea Fiesta
thathad been misfiringand suffered
engine woe on most rounds of the
seriesthisyear.

Alsoin the top five were Production

Davies won first ever ST Trophy

latter suffered an engine fire on the
Somerset Stages curtailing their season.
Shuttleworth drove brilliantly for the title
with Ronnie Roughead alongside him.

Father-and-son duo Jordan and Paul
Hone came of age in the BTRDA
season on their way to 1400 glory.
The Northern Irish duo coupled
speed with consistency and it paid
dividends. They were 19 points
ahead of the nearest challenger.

Dominic Hodge and Stefan Arndt batted
off competition from all angles on the way

Cup champion Russ Thompson,
Ford Focus WRC driver Paul Benn
and gravel rally debutant and Silver
Star champion Gavin Edwards.

It wasdramadown tothe
penultimate round in thedrivers’
title battle. Whether Payne returns
nextyearornotisupintheairas
he pondersretirement oraswitch
in championships, butthe
Yorkshireman deserveshis title
through speed, consistency and
reliability. There’snodoubt that
Francis wasthe fastestman inthe
championship this year with three
wins under hisbelt, but combining
that with consistency and reliability
isthenext step. Watch out in 2017,
Francis will want revenge. ®

Hodge took Rally First glory

to Rally First honours in their Nissan
Micra. Emily Retallick ran them close,
becoming the first female driver to win
inthe category inthe process. Inthe
classes, Richard Wells and Calvin
Hauldsworth impressed in their 1.6-
litre VW Polo, as did Phil Spilsted in
his Nissan Micrain RF1.0. Osian
Owen was top co-driverin the class.

Top junior driver was Bob Vardy,
who also took B10 honours with
Simon Rogers on the notes. The
Chesterfield man progressed well.
Dominic Adams was top co-driver.

Advertising enquiries: 0208 267 5865
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Francis foug}ht Payne to the finish

he c;tiIWnirrla's neededin2016.By Jack Benyon

(CHAMPIONS

BTRDA Gold Star: Charlie Payne/
Carl Williamson (Ford Fiesta)
BTRDA Silver Star: Gavin Edwards/
Caron Tomlinson (Ford Escort Mk2)
B14: Payne/Williamson

B13: Scott Partridge/Mike Jode
(Subarulmpreza)

B12: Phill Burton/Mal Capstick
(Escort Mk2)

B11: Edwards/Tomlinson

B10: Bob Vardy/Simon John Rogers
(FiestaR2+)

Production Cup: Russ Thompson/
Andrew Murphy (Mitsubishi Lancer E9)
NR4: Thompson/Murphy

Fiesta ST Trophy: Cameron Davies/
Lee Taylor (Ford Fiesta ST)

N3: Davies/Taylor

Historic Cup: Robin Shuttleworth/
Ronald Roughead (Escort Mk1)

H1: Shuttleworth/Roughead

H2: Dave Forrest/Charlie Carter
(Escort Mk2)

H3: Paul Street/lan Jones

(Escort Mk2)

BTRDA 1400: Jordan Hone/Paul
Hone (Proton Satria)

1400S: Hone/Hone

1400C: Neil Andrew/Dominic Adams
(Nissan Micra)

Rally First: Dominic Hodge/Stefan
Arndt (Nissan Micra)

RF1.6: Richard Wells/Calvin
Hauldsworth (Volkswagen Polo)
RF1.4:Hodge/Amdt

RF1.0 driver: Phil Spilsted

(Nissan Micra)

RF1.0 co-driver: Osian Owen
(Nissan Micra, MG ZR)

RF Juniordriver: Tom Williams
(FiestaR1)

RF Junior co-driver: Osian Owen
(Micra, ZR, Impreza)

Lady driver: Emily Retallick
(Peugeot 205)

Lady co-driver: EmmaMorrison
(FiestaR1)

Junior driver: Bob Vardy

Junior co-driver: Dominic Adams
Senior driver: Dominic Hodge
Senior co-driver: Mal Capstick
(Ford Escort Mk2)

MG ZR Rally Challenge driver:
Gordon Alexander

MG ZR Rally Challenge co-driver:
Carrie Rogers
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Woodhouse/Rowland [ —

took Cadwell honours

NHMC Cadwell Stages

ByPeter Scherer

Organiser: North Humberside Motor Club When: November 20
Where: Cadwell Park, Lincolnshire Ghampionship: Motorsport
News Circuit Rally Championship Stages: 8 Starters: 85

lan Woodhouse and Paul Rowland
took their Ford Escort Mk2to a
comfortable victory in the second
round of the Motorsport News
Circuit Rally Championship, having
led from the second stage of the
day after early pacesetters John
Stone/Carl Williamson crashed
heavily in their Ford Fiesta $S2500.

The wetand miserable conditions
seemed to benefit the Escorts, as Paul
and Jessica Swift moved ahead of Steve
Quigley/Paul Littlefield’s Renault Clio
intosecond from stage three. Quigley
had earlier beenlucky toavoida
collision on the opening stage when
Mark Kelly crashed out and left
debrisinthe Clio’s path.

Bruce Edwards/Jim Smith’s Darrian
T9GTRhad been level with Swift after
two stages, butended the third six
seconds adrift in fourth, with Martin
Hodgson/Tony Jones’ Escortand
Mark Jasper/Don Whyatt’s Proton
Millington completing the early top six.

Alengthy delay after Kelly’s off and
ashorter onetoremove Stone’s car
caused the cancellation of stagefour
and dusk was already closingin as

they lined up for the start of stage five.

Swift took two seconds out of
Woodhouse’slead and continued to
consolidate second over Quigley. But
Edwards’ hold on fourth had begun
tocome under threat from Will Owen/
Rob Hopewell’s Escort. “It’s our first
time here,” said Owen. “We were on
therevlimiter and had the wrong
tyreson for thefirst two stages.”

They weren’t the only crew on the
move though, as Arron Newby/Gary
Tomlinson’s SubaruImpreza moved
into sixth at Hodgson’s expense.
“Thadan off on stage one, then the
power steering failed and there wasa
little excursion on stage three before
webegan to settle,” Newby added.

Three stagesremained, but after
more than half of theremaining
field had completed thefinal run, it
was cancelled after Tom Blackwood/
Gordon Winning’s Escort had partially
blocked the stage.

Woodhouse therefore took the win
by 21 seconds. “It was a challenging
day, but we tried to be smooth and
consistent, even though we started
thelast stage not knowing what our
lead was,” he said.

Paul Swift, meanwhile, was happy
tofinish aclearsecond.

“Wenearly went off at the first
corner of thelast stage, so we decided
toback off aswehadnothingtogain

Photos: Kevin Money
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andalottolose,” he explained.

Newby had managed to snatch third
onthelast stage with the fastest first
run, but the stage cancellation handed
the place back to Owen, while Quigley
and Hodgson completed the top six.

Aaron Rix/Rob Cook won Class A
intheir Ford Ka, after early leaders
Ken Sturdy/Richard Wood’s Vauxhall
Novaand the MG ZR of David
Coatsworth/Thomas Bruceretired
with fuel pump failure and a broken
gearbox, respectively. Sam Johnson/
JoeMorgan’s SEAT Arosa was seven
seconds adrift in second.

In Class BPaul Sheard/Toby
Marshall’s Mazda MX-51ed until the
final two night stages, with Mark
and John Burton’s Ford Fiesta XR2
snatchingthe spoils, as Matt Wood/
Pete Kettle’s Vauxhall Corsaretained
third throughout the day:.

Quigley’s Clio wasnever headed in
Class C, buthavingruninthetop 10
overall all day, Tom Walster/Peter
Shaw’s Suzuki Swift retained second
inclass and ninth overall, despite
breakingadriveshaft on the cancelled
final stage. Newby was the class 6 victor.

Josh and Tommy McErlean’s Peugeot
107 was thejunior winner, with Ewan
Tindall/Paul Hudson’s Citroen C1 and
the Nissan Micra of TommiMeadows
and Gareth Hooper holding station all
day in the other podium places.
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Quigley’s Clio Cup car took the win in Class C, as well as fifth overall

L\

NHMC Cadwell Stages, MIN Circuit Rally Championship, round 2/1
| CAR

| TIME

POS | DRIVER-CO-DRIVER

1 lan Woodhouse/Paul Rowland Ford Escort Mk2 34m26s
2 Paul Swift/Jessica Swift Ford Escort Mk2 +21s

3 Will Owen/Rob Hopewell Ford Escort Mk2 +54s

4 Arron Newby/Gary Tomlinson Subaru Impreza +56s

5 Steve Quigley/Peter Littlefield Renault Clio Cup 172 +1mO01s
6 Martin Hodgson/Tony Jones Ford Escort Mk2 +1m26s
7 Bruce Edwards/Jim Smith Darrian T9GTR +1m40s
8 Graeme Bell/Russ Radford MEM Proton SatriaNeo | +1m40s
9 Tom Walster/Peter Shaw Suzuki Swift +2m1is
10 Terry Clarke/Dan May Ford Escort Mk2 +2m17s

11 Mike Taylor/Martin Haggett (Talbot Sunbeam Lotus); 12 Tom Blackwood/ Gordon Winning (Escort Mk2); 13 Mark Jasper/Don
Whyatt (Proton Satria Neo); 14 Mike English/Andy Robinson (Escort Mk2); 15 John Griffiths/ Nigel Wetton (Impreza); 16 David
Ashburn/Jonny “Tad” Evans (Mitsubishi E10); 17 Mark Burton/John Burton (Ford Fiesta XR2); 18 Paul Sheard/Toby Marshall
(Mazda MX-5); 19 Rob Hughes/Sion Cunniff (Ford Focus Millington); 20 Simon Belcher/Peter Butler (Impreza).

Class winners: Aaron Rix/Rob Cook (Ford Ka); M Burton/J Burton; Quigley/ Littlefield; Newby/Tomlinson; Phil Burton/ Kate Burton
(Proton Satria); Josh McErlean/Tommy McErlean (Peugeot 107).

Impreza pair Rowledge and Stewart leave it late to claim Challengers victory

Challenger Stages 2016

BylanHarden

Organiser: Bournemouth and District Motor
Club When: November 20 Where: Bovington
Camp, Dorset Championship: ASWMC Sealed
Surface; ACSMC Tarmac Stages: 6

Starters: 61

Alast-stage charge allowed
Kevin Rowledge and
co-driver Michael Stewart
tooverhaullong-time
leaders Andy Vey/Richard
Fletchertowin the
inaugural Challenger
Stages by six seconds.

In Rowledge’s firstrally
for more than three years,
he and Stewartdominated
therally’s second half in
aSubaruImpreza S12B -
setting three fastesttimes
inarow to hunt down Vey’s

Mitsubishi Lancer E4inthe
closingmiles of the event.
Overnightraindrained
steadily from the course
butleft damp patches,
especially on the
approachesto chicanes. Vey,
awet weather specialist, set
the early pace, leading Ross
Daniels/Paul Mankin and
Mark Welch/Andy
Hollingham (both
Imprezas). Eian Pritchard
and Steve McPhee gave
chasetotheleadingthree
carsintheir Ford Focus
WRC early on, having
recovered from a first-stage
spin. Slightly further back,
the Ford Escort Mk2 of
Geoff Bennettand John
Billett—sportinganew

paddle gearshift —provided
astrongchallenge tothe
4WD cars in sixth.

But the afternoon stages
became a Rowledge benefit
asheleapfrogged his
rivals one by one.

Theresulthinged on
the penultimate stage;
Rowledge went fastest while
Vey spun approachinga
chicane and lost 13 seconds.
The Imprezadriver then
went 7s quicker on the final
runto clinch victory.

Bennett continued his
strongpace, survivinga
late-day alternator problem
totakethird. Pritchard
finished fourth despitea
time-consuming overshoot
atachicane, while fifth-

placed Daniels lost time
after fitting dry weather
tyrestoo early.

Welch fought back from a
stage-three spin to finish
sixth, 5s ahead of Tim Self/
Nick Vigors Impreza) who
struggled with a persistent
anti-lag problem.

Results

1 Kevin Rowledge/ Michael Stewart (Subaru
Impreza $12B) 41m21s; 2 Andy Vey/Richard
Fletcher (Mitsubishi Lancer E4) +6s; 3 Geoff
Bennett/John Billett (Ford Escort Mk2); 4 Eian
Pritchard/ Steve McPhee (Ford Focus WRC); 5
Ross Daniels/ Paul Mankin (Impreza); 6 Mark
Welch/Andy Hollingham (Impreza); 7 Tim Self/
Nick Viigors (Impreza B13); 8 Ray Read/Stuart
Anderson-Peters (Audi Quattro); 9 Jerry Bailey/
Graham Lacey (Escort RS); 10 Ben Parker/Aff
Chanter (Honda Civic). Class winners David
Cooper/James Cooper (MG ZR); Bryan Whale/
Steve 0'Leary (Vauxhall Nova); Bailey/ Lacey;
Bennett/ Billett; Rowledge/ Stewart.

The Volkswagen Golf GTi of
Dale Furniss/Michael Gilbey
took a narrow victory over
perennial bridesmaids Mark
Lennox/lan Beamond (Ford
Escort) onthe Peak Revs
Rally —the two crews
separated by just three
seconds at the finish.

Gary Roberts/Darren Ikin
were fastest ontwo of the three
‘droppers’ butlost 30 seconds
on the third — enough to put
them in fifth place at the finish.

Fallen leaves and mud made
the lanes treacherous with
conditions made worse by
torrential rain, which fell
throughout the night. Despite
this, only four cars failed to
make it to the finish.

Similar conditions affected
the Dansport Rally, where
Guy Robinson/Max Freeman
(Subaru Impreza) dominated.
The Peugeot 306 of Andy
Smith/Carl Williamson had
challenged at one point —
indeed, the pair led for some of
the rally —but was more thana
minute down by the end.

Ian Mills
Results
Peak Revs Road Rally
Organiser: Ludlow Castle Motor Club
When: November 19/20 Where: Shropshire
Championships: AWMMC Route: 120 miles
Starters:40.
1 Dale Furniss/ Michael Gilbey (VW Golf GTi)
3m35s; 2 Mark Lennox/lan Beamond (Ford
Escort) +00m04s; 3 Cadog Davies/ Reian
Jones (Proton Satria); 4 lan ‘Dude’ Roberts/
Gwawr Hughes (Golf GTi); 5 Gary Roberts/
Darren Ikin (Peugest 205); 6 Matt Barker/

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

John Connor (Peugeot 206 GTi); 7 Craig
Judd/Martin Phasey (Peugeot 306 GTi-6);

8 Matty Jones/ Osian Davies (Vauxhall Astra);
9 Chris Hand/ Mark Rodway (Escort); 10
Richard Williams/ David Price (Ford Sierra).
Class winners Jamie Crump/James Dowley
(Escort); Luke Box/Shane Caims (Subaru
Impreza).

Dansport Road Rally

Organiser: Matlock Motor Club

When: November 19/20 Where: Derbyshire
Championships: EMAMC, ANEMMC, ANCC
&ANWCC Route: 140 miles Starters:49.

1 Guy Robinson/Max Freeman (Impreza)
10m11s; 2 Andy Smith/ Carl Williamson (306)
+1m13s; 3 Owen Turner/Bob Blows (MG
IR); 4 David Leadbetter/ Cath Woodman
(BMW 318Ti); 5 Jon Bossen/Shaun Hughes
(Escort); 6 Allan Storer/Tom Fenton (Satria);
7 Stan Featherstone/Sam Spencer (205 GTi);
8 Rob Yates/Alan Ogden (Peugeot 106
Rallye); 9 Adrian Green/lan Gibbins (Satria);
10 Bevan Blacker/ Nial Frost (106). Classes
Paul Dyer/Dave Aincham (Nissan Almera GTi);
Charles Cordon/Kevin Bardon (Proton Coupe).
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ebastien Ogier’s car
chief Martin ‘Hase’
Hassenpflug pressed
play, prompting those
unmistakable piano
chords. Secondslater,
Adeledelivered the
line: Thisistheend... Momentarily,
itfeltas though the sky would fall.
Three weeks ago in Wales, talk of
the end had been roundly dismissed.
Rumour. Gossip. Speculation. On the
other side of the world, fiction
becamefact and fact became the
beginning of the end. But whata way
toend: with a stunningall-
Volkswagen fight to write an
unbelievably emotional final chapter.

Day one:56.65 miles;
11 stages

Weather: sunny 19-31 celsius
Forget the dark side. Celebrate good
times. Ogier didn’t want to dwell
ontheendof aneraahead of the
openingday of Rally Australia.

Andreas Mikkelsen wasona
different page.

“You cansee it in the eyes of the
mechanics,” hesaid, “thisrally
means something different. It’s so
sad.Iwanttostay in this car
forever...”

Well, he couldn’t. He’d be out of
itfor thefinal time come Sunday
afternoon, leaving him just three
days aboard this World Rally
Championshiprecord-breaker.

That was three days to do his bit
towrestaseason-longsilver from
Thierry Neuville. Or three days to
shine up his personal shop window
beforerival team principals start
window shopping this week.

“Itwould be very nice to talk to
[those team principals] as winner of
thelastround of the championship,”
said Mikkelsen, “butIthink Ishowed
the whole year thatI have what it
takestofight. In terms of our pace,
everythingis getting better and
better. Our graph is going up.”

Earlier this season, when Mikkelsen
won in Poland, much of that
achievement was overshadowed by
the emotion of Ott Tanak missingout
on hismaiden victory. Arguably,
Mikkelsen had driven the better
rally in Mikolajki, coping brilliantly
with cleaning conditions from third
ontheroad.

It was the same on the beautifully
sweeping ‘shire’ roads south of Coffs
Harbour last Friday. Mikkelsen found
hismojo, tucked it into the door
pocket of his Polo and led for all but
one stage through the opening day.

While the Norwegian politely talked
down the need for speed to keep him
in a seat next season, there wasno
denyingthe other two factors driving
him harder, further and faster. He
wanted second in the championship
and he wanted his current employer
togooutonahigh.

Thelatter was a sentiment also
echoed by Volkswagen team principal
Sven Smeets.

“There’s only one directive to them
this week,” said Smeets, “and that’s
towin. We have to goouton ahigh.”

Y =
Mikkelsen’s pedals got in a muddle

==

The seasonal silver was a bit more
complicated, with a Thierry Neuville-
sized thornremaining in the side of
Mikkelsen’s plan. Neuville started
Australia 14 points ahead.

“If he doesn’tretire, then I have
towin,” said Andreas. “I gota good
feeling from shakedown and I'm
surelcankeepthatintherally. I have
totake therisk, there’snothingto
loseforme.”

Fastest on four of the morning’s five
stages, Mikkelsen’s shakedown form
had indeed remained and looked like
turninginto a purple patch when he
emerged from Friday with a
15-second lead. The afternoon hadn’t
been quite so straightforward, but
still he was satisfied.

It was a flustered Mikkelsen who
landed at the finish of the day’s
penultimate gravel stage.

“There was abottle,” he said. “It was
awater bottle gettingunderneath the
pedal. That was quite intense! We
took the water from the end of the
stage before and then forgot to give
thebottle tothe guys at the start of
the nextone. It wasat Anders
[Jaeger, co-driver]’sfeet, but then it
came tomy side. Ilosttherhythma
bitafterthat.”

Crucially, bottle binned, he found
hisfeetagain.

Hyundaistars Dani Sordo and
Hayden Paddon had been Mikkelsen’s
closest pursuers through much of the
morning. Sordo’s usually cheerful
demeanour went south when he got
lost on the way to the fifth stage. Two
minuteslate at the control meanta
20s penalty. Waiting to go into service
following the stage, the Spaniard sat
inthe car, fiddling with his phone. His
co-driver Marc Marti had vacated the
car, leaving something of an
atmosphere aboard the #20 i20.

Asked for an explanation of what
happened, Sordo said: “Idon’t know.
We gotlost in the dust...”

Silence. Helooked up from his
Apple only to offer the sort of wry
smileand wink which signaled this
particular interview was done.

Unfortunately for Sordo, that
incident flattened the wave he’d been
riding and he slipped back from the
fightatthe front.

Paddon wasthe only drivertotakea
gamble on tyres on Friday morning,
shunning his fellow Michelin
runners’ choice of softs all round in
favour of a couple of hardstobe
bolted onto the front of the car for
the day’s only forest stage, Newry
(which had been shortened from 15
tosixmiles due to the potential for
adust problem).

“Ilost the balance of the car,” he
said. “The surface in there is softer, I
had about four half-spins. That wasn’t
really acceptable.”

There was more self-criticism at the
end of the day, when the Kiwi stared
at what was left of the Michelins
sittingbeneath the Hyundai.

“Iwastoohard onthem,” hesaid.
“It was my own fault really. Ineed to
drive straighter.”

Histeam-mate Neuville and Ogier
gotpaston Friday’sfinalloose
surface stage.

Neuville’s effort was impressive
from second on the road, but Ogier...
well that was vintage Ogier.

The day ended with a couple of
meaningless fan-friendly, three-
quarter-mile runs up and down the
seafront. The Frenchman was fastest
on both, breathtaking in his precision
and phenomenal in his ability to slow
the Polo on tyres battered by an
afternoon ripping up the hard-baked,

Mikkelsen beat pedal
drama to win VW’s last rally

rock-solid New South Walesroads.

“I’'malittle surprisedto be second,” he
said, “but we stillhave aday to goat the
front. Let’s see what this lookslike
tomorrow, but still I think the chance for
metowinisalongway away. Normally, I
would not cheer for another driver, but I
am cheering for Andreas today. We want
this one. Volkswagen deserves this one.”

Ahead of therally, both Ogier and
Mikkelsen had pointed to the Finnish
Polo as the one most likely to fulfill that
ambition. Latvala, they said, held all the
cards. They were absolutely right.
Starting sixth on theroad, J-ML should
have had this one done and dusted on
Friday night.

What happened? He crashed.

The left-rear of the Polo got out of
line and slapped a bridge early in the
Utungun opener. Suspension broken,
heand co-driver Miikka Anttila used
ratchet straps and everything at their
disposal tobringthe car through the
morning, dropping almost eight
minutes in the process.

“This was not whatI wanted,” said
Latvala, rather superfluously. “Now I

MIKKELSI

LEADS THE LONG GO

mustfinish the rally with dignity.”

End of day one:

1 Mikkelsen/Jaeger 57m16.7s; 2 Ogier/ Ingrassia +15.4s; 3
Neuville/ Gilsoul +22.5s; 4 Paddon/Kennard +23.7s; 5 Ostberg/
Floene +33.8s; 6 Camilli/Veillas +46.6s

Day two:84.00 miles;

1 stages

Weather: Sunny 20-34 celsius

Ogier’s demeanour was definitely more
bouncy on Saturday morning. He sensed
something could be possible. Hehad a
card to play. That card was running softs
allaround on thefirst loop.

Despite temperatures on Australia’s
east coastrapidly rising towards the 30
degreemark, Ogier played his card and
setabout the 31-mile Nambucca test,
ignoring the raised eyebrows around the
service park.

Butthis wasn’tagamble. This was the
champion playing to one of hismajor
strengths, notably his ability to drive
harder for longer while using his tyres
lessthan anybody. And the theory was
simple here: the gravel was so deep, the
soft covers would spin through the dirt
without clawing at mother earth. And so

itplayed out. Second in behind Ogier,
Neuville lost9.7s—so much for the theor
thateach car in would gain 0.2s per
kilometre from the cleaning effect.

MikKkelsen took 2.4s, but he knew it
wasn’t enough.

The scarred front of Ogier’s Polo told
itsown story.

“Iwasflat-out,” said Ogier, with a smil
“Ipushed sohard, it was the maximum.
cutevery corner and hit every pole.”

On hearing Neuville’s time, Ogier
said: “He’sbehind me on the road; I
killed him.”

Paddon had beenlooking forward to
this weekend all season. “This is my day
hesaid. “Ilove these stages, they just
suitme.”

Good as his word, he took 12 seconds
outof Ogier and moved back to second
place. But that was as good as it would
getforthe Kiwi. Hedidn’t beat the
number one Polo again and was
powerless to stop him coming paston
the second run through Nambucca.

Paddonremained in third place at
the end of the day, rapidly dispensing
questions about whether he would be



Mikkelsen held his nerve g,
after tense final dash L

sacrificing his own podium finish to

y  allowteam-mate Neuville to grabthe
extrapoints to go for second place in
the championship.

“It’'sthedrivers’ championship...”
came Paddon’s rather caustic response.

The fastest time through Valla 2 showed
Neuville was willing to do his own dirty

e. work;21.8sseparated him from Paddon
with one day torun.

Back to second on Saturday afternoon,
Ogierlocked on to Mikkelsen, but ending
the day just two seconds off the lead was
more than even he had expected.

“Itshould not be possible for me to be
; here,” said Ogier. “There are two reasons

I'm here, firstly is because of Jari-Matti’s
problem. He should have been leading by
along way from his place on theroad. The
second pointis thatItake thefull risk,
normally Inever allow myself todo this
when we are fighting for the
championship.”

The other reason? Another freak
moment in Mikkelsen’s footwell. But this
time it was far worse than an errant
bottle of water.
continued on page 22
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‘Not the best way to sign
off his M-Sport career

Ostberg fails to perform, p23
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Neville lostin his challenge for second in the points

STAGE TIMES |

W SS1Utungunl (4.90 miles)
Fastest: Mikkelsen 4m55.9s
Leader Mikkelsen

Second Tanak +1.3s

M SS2 Bakers Creek 1
(10.41 miles)

Fastest: Paddon 10m05.5s
Leader Paddon

Second Mikkelsen +0.6s

M SS3Northbank 1 (5.23 miles)
Fastest: Mikkelsen 5m49.3s
Leader Mikkelsen

Second Paddon +1.1s

M SS4Newryl61(15.34miles)
Fastest: Mikkelsen 6m22.6s
Leader Mikkelsen

Second Paddon +13.7s

M SS5Raceway SSS 1
(0.85miles)

Fastest: Mikkelsen 1m17.6s
Leader Mikkelsen

Second Paddon +14.2s

M SS6 Utungun 2 (4.90 miles)
Fastest: Mikkelsen 4m50.5s
Leader Mikkelsen

Second Paddon +16.4s

W SS7Bakers Creek2

(10.41 miles)

Fastest: Neuville 9m48.8s Leader
Mikkelsen Second Paddon +16.8s

M SS8 Northbank 2 (5.23 miles)
Fastest: Ogier 5m37.5s Leader
Mikkelsen Second Paddon +17.4s

W SS9Newryl62(15.34 miles)
Fastest: Ogier 6m13.8s Leader
Mikkelsen Second Ogier +16.8s

M SS10 Coffs SSS 1 (0.79 miles)
Fastest: Ogier 1m02.4s Leader
Mikkelsen Second Ogier +16.3s

M SS11 Coffs SSS 2 (0.79 miles)
Fastest: Ogier Im02.0s Leader
Mikkelsen Second Ogier +15.4s

HESS12Nambuccal
(31.57miles)

Fastest: Paddon 28m38.6s
Leader Mikkelsen

Second Paddon +13.5s

M SS13Vallal61(9.22 miles)
Fastest: Latvala8m37.1sLeader
Mikkelsen Second Paddon +13.4s

M SS14 Raceway SSS 2
(0.85miles)

Fastest: Ogier 1m16.8sLeader
Mikkelsen Second Paddon +13.6s

M SS15Nambucca?2
(31.57miles)
Fastest:Latvala28m07.0sLeader
Mikkelsen Second Ogier +12.0s

M SS16Vallal62(9.22 miles)
Fastest: Neuville 8m31.5s Leader
Mikkelsen Second Ogier +2.8s

M SS17 Coffs SSS 3 (0.79 miles)
Fastest: Ogier m01.7sLeader
Mikkelsen Second Ogier +1.8s

M SS18 Coffs SSS4 (0.79 miles)
Fastest: Mikkelsen 1m01.3s
Leader Mikkelsen

Second Ogier +2.0s

W SS19SettlesReverse 1
(3.79miles)

Fastest: Mikkelsen 3m06.5s
Leader Mikkelsen

Second Ogier +2.6s

M SS20Buccal6 (19.00 miles)
Fastest: Mikkelsen 17m22.5s
Leader Mikkelsen

Second Ogier +22.2s

M SS21WeddingBells161
(5.58 miles)

Fastest: Mikkelsen 3m40.8s
Leader Mikkelsen

Second Ogier +22.7s

W SS22 Settles Reverse 2
(3.79miles)

Fastest: Ogier 3m05.1s Leader
Mikkelsen Second Ogier +19.9s

W SS23Wedding Bells16 2
[Power Stage] (8.13 miles)
Fastest: Ogier 3m36.8s Leader
Mikkelsen Second Ogier +14.9s
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“Mikkelsen’s Rally
Oz approach had a
touch of genius”

ndreas Mikkelsen is a very
handsome man indeed.
Am| allowed to say thatin
this testosterone-fuelled
publication?ldon’t care,
because it’s fact.

But more than that, he's ridiculously talented,
clearly extremely bright, and just to rub in how
unworthy the rest of us are, he's aninstantly
likeable and thoroughly decent young man. If
someone s lucky enough to be bestowed with the
looks of Adonis, it's just unpalatably unfair then to
bless him further with brains, talent and personality.

But you have to admit, he wears all these
burdensome attributes terribly well. OK, enough
of my clearly envious man-love ramblings, let's
just concentrate on Andreas the rally driver.

For the first time in his career, he dominated
around of the WRC and fought off a final-day
challenge from Ogier and Paddon to, quite rightly,
take Volkswagen'’s last WRC win here in Australia.
Yes, it will be reordered as his third WRC win, but
inreality, this is the first of real substance. When he
claimed hisfirst victory in Spain last year, he was
battling for second place all weekend until Ogier
made a catastrophic error on the final stage.
Likewise, the win in Poland this year was a safe
drive to second until the luckless Ott Tanak picked
up apuncture just afew stages from home.

In Australia we witnessed a very different
Mikkelsen. I'll hold my hands up and admit | was
thefirstto criticise The Handsome One's very
odd fixation with championship position this year.
When he quite clearly couldn’t win the title, he
fixed his sights firmly on second place. | didn't get
it. Surely no oneisinterested in being runner-up?
We only remember winners right?

Well still stand by that, but | now believe
Mikkelsen's approach had a touch of genius
about it. One thing we have to realise isthat the
boy himself never doubted his ability to win rallies.
Learning how to win achampionship is, however,
avery different thing.

Colin McRae won 25 times inthe WRC but was
champion only once. You could argue that Colin
didn'tknow how to win titles — only rallies. Richard
Burns on the other hand won the championship
in 2001 with only one event win along the way.

So maybe there's a touch of the Burns about
Mikkelsen's approach. He wants to be champion
and he knows that to achieve that he has to learn
how to consistently accumulate points. Putting
aside that overriding desire towin at all costsis
very often the most difficult discipline for any
young champion in waiting to master.

Mikkelsen has discipline this year that is
astonishing. Considering the pace he showed
in Oz you have to conclude that he quite possibly
could have won more rallies this year. But then
he would have binned it a few more times as well.

Great drivers and champions never have sublime
speed inisolation, they combine speed with
intelligence, patience and discipline. Mikkelsen
has shown all these attributes in abundance.

NOW TURN OVER TO READ MN’S DRIVER RATINGS



22 NOVEMBER 23 2016 motorsport-news.co.uk Advertising enquiries: 0208 267 5865

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

M-SPORT CLIENT LIAISON MANAGER ‘ X . : 4

RICHARD ‘
MILLENER

“l learned a lot from sitting
in the drivers’ seat...”

he contrast between the
last two rounds

of the World Rally
Championship

couldn’t have been
greater for me.

Last week | was acting team principal
in Australia — Malcolm [Wilson, team
principal] had stayed in the UK working
on our plans for 2017 — but three weeks
before that | was seeing my home round of
the WRC from a very different position.

Iwas in the co-driver’s seat of a Ford
Fiesta R2.

My journey to that co-driver’s seat and
Wales Rally GB started when [former Red
Bull TV reporter] Mike Chen came to see
me and said: “I've gotaplan...”

It was a simple plan, involving me getting
Malcolm to loan him a Ford Fiesta R2T, me
agreeing to co-drive and Malcolm agreeing
to let me do the event while doing my day
job at the same time.

Good job October was a quiet month. A
quiet month with only the three rounds of
the world championship in! Thankfully,
Malcolm saw the promotional value of us
doing the event and making a programme
for Red Bull TV.

In no time, we were on the start line of
Myherin. And, as the fog came down,
limiting vision to — just about — the end of
the bonnet, Mike mentioned he'd never
done arally before! I have worked on every
round of the world championship for the
last five years, but the reality of getting to
the end of Rally GB dawned on both of us
pretty quickly.

It was huge. And we were only doing the
National event. Getting through the first
stage was like winning the whole rally. Our
only drama was a puncture in Hafren, which
we stopped to change. In case you're
wondering, we didn't trouble Sebastien
Loeb’s championship best of 90 seconds!

It's only now, sitting in the service parkin
Coffs Harbour that | really appreciate how
much | enjoyed and learned from the
experience. A modern day WRC round
doesn't really take us away from the service
park too often, so the chance to get out and
drive the entire route in Wales was
fantastic. And it reminded me, once again,
what a fantastic sport we have here.

Seeing so many supporters in the forest
was incredible, but the crowds on the road
sections were actually quite humbling.

The WRC really is something very, very
special and thanks to Mike's plan, | got the
chance to remind myself why.

Much as | would have liked to have been
co-driving in Coffs Harbour last week, | was
very glad to be back working for the best
team in the best sport in the world.

Keep an eye on Red Bull TV for the
programme in the new year.

Ogier pushed but
came up short

Continuedfrompage21
Notfarfromtheend of the
stage, the Volkswagen hit
somethingunderthe car. The
force twisted the clutch pedal
over and onto the brake, partly
depressingthe middle pedal.
Mid-stage, theleader grabbed
theoccasional glanceat hisfeet,
desperately trying tofigure out
what was goingon. When he
reached thefinish, heglared at
thepedals: effect had overtaken
causeand he’d shipped nine
seconds to histeam-mate.
Backinservice, Mikkelsen had
cheered up. Slightly.
“It’'ssimple,” hesaid. “If Iwant
towin, my last day working for
Volkswagen hastobe the best day
of mylife.”
There wasan entirely
unintentional twisted irony
aboutthat.

End of day two
1 Mikkelsen/Jaeger 2h15m06.2s; 2 Ogier/ Ingrassia

+2.0s; 3 Paddon/Kennard +12.0s; 4 Neuville/ Gilsoul
+33.8s 5 Sordo/Marti + 59.25; 6 Ostherg/ Floene

+1m00.6s.

Day three:35.53
miles;5 stages
Weather:sunny 18-29 celsius
Two seconds. Two seconds.
“It’snothing,” said Mikkelsen.
Butitcould be everything.
Hegrinned.
“Thenlet’sgive iteverything.”
The contrastatmorning
service was marked. His car
perfect, polished and poised,
Ogier waited patiently, leaning
ontheroof and makingsmall
talk with hismechanics. The
unmistakable thump of lump
hammer onmetal came from
beneath Mikkelsen’s car ashis
boys continued to straighten the
underside after his pedal-
twistingwhack a day earlier.
They were gone, one more day
toplay inthe Polos.
Thebuilding emotion was

defused to some extent by the
fightthatremained.

Twoseconds. Five stages.
Mikkelsen stole 0.6sonthe
opener and readied himself for
Bucca-thelocationfor19of the
day’s 35 competitive miles.

Thisone could bedecisive.
Through the four split times,
Mikkelsen trailed Ogier. Just
over halfway through, the
champ’sadvantage inthe stage
peaked at2.3s. Mikkelsen
trimmed itback 0.6s in the
penultimate sector.

Just when welooked tobe
headingfor a tenth-for-tenth kind
of aday, Ogier droppeditand
spun intheclosingmile.

Mikkelsen’slead mushroomed
t022.2s. Elation and devastation
werejustaPoloapart. But what
thisrally gave Mikkelsen with
onehand ittook away with
another: Paddon knocked a tyre
off arim, giftingNeuville third

overall and second inthe
championship.

Forgetthe war. If there was
ever abattletowin, thiswas it.
Mikkelsen knew it.

Astheendneared, theemotion
begantobuildagain. Andreas
couldn’thelp himself.

“I'had totell Anders howmuch
Iwillmissthiscar...” hesaid.

Onany other day or any other
rally, interrupting your
co-driverinthelastmileof a
powerstage might have been
considered abitbonkers.

Noton Sunday.

A Volkswagen one-two, 43rd
winand 87th podium. These were
thenumbersattheend of the
PoloRWRC’s 30,276th and final
mile asafactory World Rally Car.

Butthenumbers mean nothing
without the people. Asthetears
flowed, realisation dawned on
the people. Their number was up.

Thisistheend.

Lappi laps it up as he cruises to WRC2 win

Open goals don’t really exist in
motorsport. With an engine and
mechanical parts comes the potential for
anything to happen. If an open goal did
existin motorsport, Esapekka Lappi
stood before itin Australia last week.

And he stood beforeitin the right kit
and a pair of world-class boots.
Unsurprisingly, he slotted home the
simplest of finishes in his career to date.

The Skoda Fabia R5-driving Finn came
to Coffs Harbour needing first or second
placein WRC2 to take the title. Having
won the last three rounds of the seriesin
the heat of some ferocious fighting, a
top-two on one of the most depleted
fields of the season wouldn’t be too
much trouble.

“Younever know,” said Lappi with a
wry smile before the start.

Three days later, he knew. You got the
feeling he’d always known.

His factory Fabia was the class of the
field. Fastest on every loose surface stage
on the firstloop, Lappi was 39.8 seconds
clear of Nicolas Fuchs’ private Skoda by
Friday lunchtime.

Lappi and Fuchs halved the second run
at Utungun, but from then on, the
scratch times were an all-Finnish affair.

Fuchs was engaged in a scrap for
second place with Polish Peugeot driver
Hubert Ptaszek. The Peruvian lost time
when he whacked a wall on the second

run through Northbank on Friday
afternoon. The resultant suspension
damage dropped him behind the 208 T16.

A mistake from Ptaszek - he went the
wrong way on the Coffs Harbour
superspecial stage —allowed Fuchs back
in front at the end of Friday, but only 6.6s
separated the pair.

Ptaszek went on the attack in the first
shot at the event’s longest stage, the
31-mile Nambucca test, but sliding wide
and dangling the Peugeot’srearina
ditch reminded him that discretion
really was the better part of valour. He
backed off and made the finish, but the
deal was done back in the same stage
later in the day when he dropped a
minute and a half after pickingupa
right-rear puncture.

Fuchs would be second. And a distant
second. Lappi was fastest everywhere on
Saturday, building a four-minute buffer
for the final day.

“I’m very glad to finish this event,” said
Lappi. “There wasn’t somuch
competition here, butI was able to use
Lorenzo [Bertelli, Ford Fiesta RS WRC]
as abenchmark!”

Like Lappi, Frenchman Michel Fabre
was making his debut on Australia’s
WRCround and, like Lappi, he
dominated his class. Fabre’s domination
was born out of the fact that he was the
only starter in WRC3, however.

Lappibuilta solidlead on the first day
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SEBASTIEN OGIER
VOLKSWAGEN MOTORSPORT

He blotted his
copybook witha
Sunday spin. Victory
would have beena
fitting send-off for
the WRC's most
successful
partnership,

but second worked
almostas well.

ANDREAS MIKKELSEN
VOLKSWAGEN MOTORSPORTII

He reckons thiswas
his best ever winand
whoam|toargue?
Sensationally quick,
ballsy and confidence-
inspiring drive from the
Norwegian, who has
shown himself more
than worthy of a seat
atthe 2017 table.

THIERRY NEUVILLE
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT

Drove well from second
ontheroad, but never
looked likely to trouble
team-mate Paddon on
pace alone. Benefited
fromthe latter's
puncture to grab third
onthe day and second
inthe season-long
reckoning.

MADS OSTBERG
M-SPORTWORLD RALLY TEAM

Sporadically set
sometimesinline

with what we know
he's capable of, shortly
before slipping back
into the miserable

grip of mediocrity.

Not the best way to
sign off on his

M-Sport career.

JARI-VMIATTI LATVALA
VOLKSWAGEN MOTORSPORT

Argh! Thiswin was
Latvala's for the taking;
this was his moment
to stand up and deliver
acrushing final win for
an eternally patient
employer. Instead, he
crashed and ruined
his chance to depart
onahigh.

OTTTANAK
DMACKWORLD RALLY TEAM

Second afterthe
opener, Tanak slipped
down the orderand

looked nothing like the
driver who had kept

Ogier honestin Wales
three weeks earlier. L,
Overcooked DMACKs

oy -

4/

HAYDEN PADDON
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORTN

didn’t help his cause
much either.

Stilltoo aggressive
with the caron some
ofthe season’s most
abrasive roads, but
gave it absolutely
everything — evidence
of whichwas his
scorching scratch time
through Nambuccaon
Saturday morning.

ERIC CAMILLI

M-SPORTWORLD RALLY TEAM

Talking of signing off on
your M-Sport career...
Gets five for some solid
Friday stages, which
belied his lack of
experience of this rally,
butloses the same
number for a pointless
final-day shunt while
running seventh.
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RESULTS

ROUND 13/13,25.KENNARDS HIRE RALLY AUSTRALIA, NOVEMBER 18-20

POS | DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER | CAR | TIME
1 | Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jager (NOR) | Volkswagen PoloRWRC |2h46m05.7s
2 | Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) Volkswagen PoloRWRC |+14.9s
3 | Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL) Hyundaii20 WRC +1m12.6s
4 | Hayden Paddon (NZL)/John Kennard (NZL) Hyundaii20 WRC +1m26.7s
5 | DaniSordo (ESP)/Marc Marti (ESP) Hyundaii20 WRC +1m28.3s
6 | Mads Ostberg (NOR)/Ola Floene (NOR) Ford FiestaRSWRC | +1m41.5s
7 | Ott Tanak (EST)/Raigo Molder (EST) Ford FiestaRSWRC | +3m04.3s
8 | Esapekka Lappi(FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN) Skoda Fabia R5 +7m32.3s
9 | Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN) Volkswagen PoloRWRC | +7m56.9s
10 |Lorenzo Bertelli (ITA)/Simone Scattolin (ITA) Ford FiestaRSWRC | +8m00.1s
R | Eric Camilli (FRA)/Benjamin Veillas (FRA) Ford FiestaRSWRC | SS21/crash

Some fans
jumped for joy

CHAMPIONSHIP/POINTS

N DRIVERS S
| POS|DRIVERS

1 | Sebastien Ogier 268

2 | Thierry Neuville 160

3 | Andreas Mikkelsen | 154

4 |Hayden Paddon 138 A e
| 5 |DaniSordo 130 \‘%

6 |Jari-Matti Latvala 112

7 |Mads Ostberg 102

8 | Ott Tanak
| 9 |Kris Meeke
. 10 |Craig Breen

e 'ﬂ N - S
o

i
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SKODA MOTORSPORT

ESAPEKKA
LAPPI I'z°

HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT

SORDO 6l

Cameto Australia with ajobtodoand
did itto the letter, delivering his first
WRC2 title and Skoda's first world
championship award for the Fabia R5.
Would have got 11/10 if he'd admitted

to his Toyotadeal...

LESWALKDEN SUBARU

MOLLY |
TAYLOR

Ran second for two stages on Friday and
looked - briefly — like agenuine threat to
the gravel-ruling masses. Lost his
motivation and his way at a dusty road
section junction, but recovered well to

beat Ostberg tofifth.

TIGERRISK ESCORT

MARTY
McCORMACK 2

Drove brilliantly to guide her comparatively
weighty WRXto afirst Australian
Championship title ahead of lighter and
pacier opposition. Great to see Molly back
atrallying's top flight. Deserves a full-time
return next season.

Strange spot for a job application

Gets the full 10 for bringing his BDA
further south than ever before for the
National section of the rally. Suffered tyre
wear on the baking stages, but never
stopped smiling or going sideways.
Big-time favourite with the Aussie fans.

Volkswagen Motorsport
Hyundai Motorsport
Volkswagen Motorsport |
M-Sport WRT

Hyundai Motorsport N
DMACK World Rally Team

NEXT
RALLY

Howwill the
newWRC era
unfold?

ONTE CARLO
}Y!INUARY 20-22,2017
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ANGLESEY: BRSCC BY LEWIS LARKAM NOVEMBER 20

INANGLESEYTITLE
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The battle to be crowned Star of
Anglesey went down to the wire
as Matthew Cowley narrowly
pipped David McArthur to
defend his title in the

Formula Ford 1600 races.

The 19-year-old, who was the Pre 90
Formula Ford champion in 2015,
secured his second consecutive Star
of Anglesey trophy after bagginga P,

Winter Formula Ford Series
(16 laps) 1 David McArthur
(Van Diemen LA10); 2 Matthew
Cowley (Van Diemen JL13)
+3.076s; 3 Matt Round-Garrido
(Van Diemen JLO16K); 4 Martin
Short (Van Diemen JLO12K); 5
Luciano Carvalho (Van Diemen
RF05); 6 Ivor Mairs (Mondiale
84S). Class winners Mairs;

Drennan; 2 Farrell +0.207s;
3 Michael Conway; 4 James
Thompson; 5 A. Thompson;

6 J Conway. FL M. Conway
1m13.822s (75.58mph).

P J Conway. S 8.

Race three (12 laps)

1 Drennan; 2 Farrell +0.146s;
3 M. Conway; 4 J. Conway;

5 Conor May; 6 A. Thompson.

second-placefinishandavictory in =g P Colin Williams (PRS RHO1); lan  FL Farrell 1m14.269s

his Van Diemen JL13 duringa pair e Covkey (Ryrrd RS, " (75.13mph). P Drennan. § 8.
astest lap Joshua omii an

@i 86T GO 2T TEas, Diemen JLI3K) Imi1697s  Winter Sports, Saloons and

Despite only qualifying on the
third row at the end-of-season
BRSCC Winter Race Day at the
Welsh circuit, Cowley made the
most of a DNF for polesitter
Joshua Smith and a subsequent
safety car period to surge into
second spot on the rostrum, while
McArthur took the race-one win.

Just 1.5s covered the top three by
the end of the secondrace, in which
Cowley made a perfect start to

(77.82mph). Pole Smith.
Starters 18. Race two (17
laps) 1 M. Cowley; 2 McArthur
+0.233s; 3 Round-Garrido; 4
Carvalho; 5 Short; 6 Mairs. CW
Mairs; Oliver Chapman (PRS
RH02); | Cowley. FL McArthur
1m11.939s (77.56mph).

P McArthur. § 15.

Caterham Series (17 laps)
1 Doug Carter (Radical PR6);
2 Charlie Fagg (SEAT Leon
Supercopa) -1 lap; 3 Oliver
Thomas (Subaru Impreza);

4 Danny Carroll (Caterham
Roadsport); 5 Bruce Carter
(MG Midget); 6 Stuart
Middleton (Ginetta G40).

FL D Carter 1Tm08.530s
(81.42mph). P Carter. S 16.
Race two (18 laps)

1D Carter; 2 Fagg -1 lap;

3 Carroll; 4 Thomas; 5 Andy

Winter Global Lights

(12 laps) 1 John Conway; 2
Max Drennan +0.130s; 3 Conor
Farrell; 4 Anthony Thompson;

storm into the lead at Turn 1. After 5 lain Duff; no other finishers. ~ Thompson (SEAT Toledo);
thwarting a series of advances from FL Drennan 1m12.517s 6 B Carter. FL D. Carter
- (76.94mph). P Farrell. $ 8. 1m08.144s (81.88mph).

McArthur -who needed back-to-
back victories to claim the Post ’89
accolade—Cowley usurped hisrival
to win the trophy by five points.
With anumber of leading runners
absent from the meeting, Ivor Mairs
capitalised to snatch the Pre 90
Star of Anglesey honoursthanks
toabrace of class wins.
Afield of justeight carsserved
up three thrillingencounters in
the Winter Global Lights. With
winning marginsatlessthan0.3sin
each outing, theIrish seriesrounded
outitsannual trip to the UK in style.
The frenetic 15-minute thrashes
began in dramatic fashion when
early frontrunners Max Drennan,
Conor Farrell and James Thompson
plummeted to the back after all three
came to blows at the fast sweeping

Cowley picked P D Carter. $ 14.

up two podiums

Race two (12 laps) 1

right-hander of Church onlap two.

Following a separate spin for
erstwhileleader Michael Conway,
hisfather, John Conway, took
control of proceedings and held
off recovering pair Drennan and
Farrell by just0.13sattheflag.

After multiplelead exchanges
during a four-way scrap for therace
two win, and having survived late
contact with James Thompson,
Drennan staked his own claim on
the top step by leading home Farrell
and Michael Conway.

A perfectly executed final lap—
partly aided by an ailing Thompson
—allowed Drennan to navigate his

way from third into therace lead

in thefinale. Drennan denied a third
different victor by pulling off a
daringovertake around the outside
of Farrell at Rockettoseala
last-gasp win.

Doug Carter was untouchable in
his Radical PR6 throughout Sunday
as heromped to two commanding
victories in the Winter Sports
Saloons and Caterham Series.

Carter claimed pole position by a
whopping5.8s, before translating
hisdominance around the coastal
circuit by lapping the entire field at
leastonce in bothraces. Evena
10-second time penalty for ajump

startin the openingrace failed
todeny Carter from takinga pair
of imperious victories.

Outof aneclecticmix of 16
machines varying from Ginetta G40s
toan MG Midget, Ginetta Junior
graduate Charlie Fagg proved to be
Carter’s nearest competition ashe
led home Oliver Thomas and Danny
Carrollin his SEAT Leon Supercopa.

Further behind the supreme
Carter, Andy Thompson
impressively recovered from
throttle problems onboard his
SEAT Toledo in race-one to record
atop-five finish from the back of
the grid in the series concluder.

< “\X.}_}

Carter was unstoppable in Radical

MONDELLO PARK: FIESTA SI

NOVEMBER 20

8 The battered remains of
8 the frontrunning #32 car

Blackchurch squad
triumphed in the fog

Adramaticracefeaturinga
red flagand troublesome fog
meant theannual Fiesta Six
Hours contest was reduced to
lessthan half its scheduled
distance with the Blackchurch
Ford team eventually being
declared the winner.

The delays began with
qualifyingas sub-zero
temperatures and thick fog
pushed itback by an hour. When
iteventually got underway, it
seemed every one of the 32
entrieshadastintat thetop of
the timesheet. When the
chequeredflagfell, it was Eoin
Murray in the Murray Motorsport
#32 car who was on pole position.
Ulick Burke’s Smart Movers team
shared thefrontrow, with Kevin
O’Hara’s LOH Motorsportentry

and Alan Dawson’s Mr

Gearbox Mr Clutch car on row two
ahead of abulginggridfor this
popularevent.

Murray led away cleanly from
the delayed start but immediately
came under pressure from Burke
with the Keith Dempsey Southside
machineright with them in third.
Burkedisplaced Murray for the
lead at thefinal corneronlap 10
with asuperbmove. Murray
subsequently retook thelead
but Burkereplicated hisearlier
switchback at Southside corner
tosnatch thelead again, the pair
battlingasif itwerea10-lap
sprint. Onlap 40, Murray again
gotby Burke-thistimearound
the outside of Mobil corner.

Inside the second hour, FF1600
star Niall Murray, having taken

over from brother Eoin, chased
down the Burke car, now with
Garret Burke at the wheel,
getting close before the safety
carwasdispatched whenacar
parkedinthegravelat Turnl.
Whenracingresumed, Murray
hadastronglead as Burke’steam
remained in the pitlane, having
pitted toolate under the safety car.
Emer Campbell ran in second for
Campbell Racing with Murphy
Prototypes boss GregMurphy in
third. Murphy sliced by Campbell,
subsequently assumingthelead
when Murray pitted and handed
over to Michael Devaney just
before the two hour mark.
Around the same time, Team
Barrableretired with a blown
engine. John Morris’ Team
Weight Watchers had climbed

tosecond butreceived a three-lap
penalty (subsequently reduced
toasinglelap)forbreakingthe
redlightattheend of the pitlane,
initially dropping themto 17th.

Atthetwo-and-a-half hour point,
the Micksgarage.com car suffered
amassiveenginefailure, with the
resultant oil slick at Bridgestone
Corner sendinganumber of
runners intothegravel. The
safety car was deployed again,
which bunched the pack up.

When the frontrunning LOH
Motorsport machine dumped
fluidsat turn two, John Denning,
havingtaken over inthe Murray
Motorsport#32lostit, triggeringa
massive shuntashe was collected
by team-mates Murray
Motorsport #30,among others,
with asafety car period being

quickly superseded by aredflag.

Afteralongdelay and two
differentregrids, the decision was
takennottorestarttheraceasthe
lingeringfoghadfinally
descended over the entire circuit.

Initially, the Murray Motorsport
#30 car of Hugh Grennan,

Dave Maguire, Rod McGovern
and John Farrelly was declared
the winnerbutlater inthe
evening, after anumber of
protestsand appeals, the
Blackchurch Motorsentry of
KevinDoran/Shane McFadden/
Sean Lillis showed at the top of
thefinalresult sheet.

The Murphy Prototype/Murray
Motorsportentry of Murphy;,
Colin Lewis, Paul Dagg and Sean
Doyle was second and the #30
Murray carback tothird.

Fiesta Zetec Endurance Race (129 laps)
1 Blackchurch Ford (Kevin Doran/Shane
McFadden/Sean Lillis); 2 Murray Motorsport
#18 (Colin Lewis/Sean Doyle/ Greg Murphy/
Paul Dagg) +53.364s; 3 Murray Motorsport
#30 (Hugh Grennan/Dave Maguire/Rod
McGovern/John Farrelly); 4 Murray
Motorsport #19 (John Lally/Barry English/
Michael Cullen/Sean Lally); 5 Mr Gearbox Mr
Clutch (Alan Dawson/ Keith Dawson/Alastair
Kellett); 6 LOH Motorsport (Kevin 0'Hara/
Dan Polley/Adam MacAulay); 7 Weight
Watchers (Darren Lawlor/John Morris/ Roy
Tohin/Philip 0'Rourke); 8 Campbell Racing
(Keith Campbell/ Emer Campbell/ Colm
McCloughery); 9 Archer Motorsport (Andy
Kavanagh/ Fergal Collins/ Denis Conheady);
10 Mondello Mafia (Philip Lawless/ Roddy
Greene/Ken Elliot/lan Beatty). Fastest lap
Murray Motorsport #32 Eoin Murray
1m11.277s (58.06mph). Pole Murray
Motorsport #32 (Murray/ Niall Murray/
Michael Devaney/John Denning). Starters 32.
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ACAU F3 GRAND PRIX BY MARCUS SIMNMONS

motorsport-news.co.uk NOVEMBER 23 2016 25

NOVEMBER 19/20

DACOSTAT/

R

{/QI._AJ

-

ot -

>

SEBUN_
’MABAU GPVICTORY.

Photos LAT

Da Costa surged ahead to
take his second Macau GP

Antonio Felix da Costa held off a late
attack from Felix Rosenqvist as the
old guard of the Macau Grand Prix
ruled theroost in the 2016 running

of Formula 3’s blue-riband race.

Da Costatook thelead off Carlin Dallara-
Volkswagen team-mate Sergio Sette Camara
after thefirst of two safety-car periods,
gettingthe slipstream off the Brazilian Red
Bull Junior, whose plans to put the hammer
down early were foiled by the late switching
off of thesafety car’slights.

Thesecond caution period ended with
atextbook restart from BMW factory-
contracted da Costa. Sette Camaramanaged
todraw alongside on thelongrun down to
the Lisboa bend, but the Portuguese had
theinsideline.

Soon da Costafaced a potential new
challenger in Rosenqvist. The Swede had
struggled for speed for much of the weekend
with the all-conquering Prema Powerteam
squad, butradical changes to the set-up of
his Dallara-Mercedes paid off in thefinal.
Rosengvist, winner of the previous two
runnings of the event,raced from sixthto
third, and then passed Sette Camara for
second into Lisboa on the penultimate lap.

Itlooked as though Rosengvist might just
have enough pace to catch da Costa,and he

Jake Hughes was top Macau GP rookie in sixth place

set fastestlap to close the gap to one second
headingintothefinal tour. Butthat wasn’t
quite close enough to get into the tow,and
da Costawasable tobagasecond Macau
wintoadd tohis 2012 victory, which was
alsoearned with Carlin.

Sette Camara hungon for third, ahead of
abattle for fourth, which was taken by
Japanese champion Kenta Yamashita over
CallumIlott.

Yamashita was given the blessing of his
patrons at Toyota to switch to British team
T-Sportfor Macau, driving the Brackley
squad’s ThreeBond-backed, Tomei-engined
car. He proved a star all weekend, featuring
inthefight for pole and in theleading bunch
through both races. His fight with llott was
anentertainingone, the Brit struggling for
balance in thisrace in his Van Amersfoort
Racingcar.Ilotthad made a stunning
getaway from second on the gridtolead into
theReservoirkink, but Sette Camara, da
Costaand Yamashitaall towed pasthimon
therun down to Lisboa, where hefound
himself on the outside lineand was also
passed by Rosengvist.

George Russell took pole position for the
qualificationrace in his Hitech GP car
after a stunning performance in the quicker
Friday session. Most of thefield wentouton

POS | DRIVER

Antonio Felixda Costa

used tyres at the start before headingto the
pitsfor new Pirellis halfway through. But
from then on the session was interrupted by
numerousred flags, whilelightrain began
tofallnearthe end. Despite this, Russell
pulled out amonsterlap totake polefrom
Tlott, with da Costalining up third.

AsTlott would find out on Sunday, Russell’s
crackingstartto Saturday’s qualification
race proved counterproductive ashe was
slipstreamed by Ilott, da Costa and Sette
Camara. Helostafurtherplaceto
Yamashita before the end of therace,and
finished fifth, but was still confident for
Sunday. Upfront, da Costa made the most of
asafety cartotow pastIlottattherestart.
Tlott kept da Costa on his toes for the rest of
therace, but couldn’t quite get close enough
tomountan attack.

Russell’s optimism proved ill-founded,
with both the Britand 2011 Macau-winning
team-mate Daniel Juncadella struggling
for straight-line speed in the Grand Prix,
despite going ultra-low on downforce. It
resulted in Carlin’s Jake Hughes, the GP3-
regular Brummie havingjust his second
race weekend in F3, making brake-locking
passes on Juncadella and then Russell
to grab sixth, and the honour of best
Macaurookie.

62ND MACAU GRAND PRIX

Date:November 20 Laps: 15 Weather: Sunny, dry

| TEAM/CAR
Carlin Dallara/Volkswagen

Double RRacinglooked in decent shape
inthequalificationrace, with Dan Ticktum
producingan eye-opening drive to take
ninth place after holding off experienced
team-mate Alexander Sims, whose
qualifying efforts were hampered by alate
redflagon alapthat should have puthim
fourthonthe grid. Ticktum’sbid in the
Grand Prixended when he was taken out in
acollision with Pedro Piquet, who went on

tofinish ninth in his Brabham BT52-liveried

Dallara, while Sims finished 10th.

Lando Norris briefly held pole position
on hisMacau debut, but his chances were
ruined when he crashed on thefirstlap of

the qualification race. The Formula Renault

Eurocup champion charged his Carlin car
upfrom 26th on the gridto11th atthefinish,
and will surely be a title contender in F3
nextseason.

Theother Britsdidn’t getachanceto
shine. Sam MacLeod looked on foratop 10
with Fortec Motorsport but bent a trackrod
inabrush with the wall in the qualification
race, then was forced wide by a multi-car
collision (in which he was not involved) in
thefinal and finished 17th.

Jann Mardenborough struggled with his
B-Max car’s inability over the bumps all
weekend and ended up 20th.

Felix Rosenqvist

Theodore by Prema Dallara/Volkswagen

Sergio Sette Camara

Carlin Dallara/Volkswagen

Kenta Yamashita

ThreeBond with T-Sport Dallara/ThreeBond

Callum llott

Van Amersfoort Dallara/Mercedes

Jake Hughes

Carlin Dallara/Volkswagen

George Russell

Hitech GP Dallara/Mercedes

Daniel Juncadella

Hitech GP Dallara/Mercedes

©oN o O~ WN =

Pedro Piquet

Van Amersfoort Dallara/Mercedes

10 | Alexander Sims

Double R Dallara/Mercedes

Unlucky Nash
loses TCR glory

James Nash lost out on
the TCR International
Series title at the final
hurdle in Macaulast
weekend after getting
taken out of the first
raceinaclash with
Mato Homola.

Nash was running
infourth placeina
chaoticrace, which
wasresuming after a
red-flag period, when
the Slovak B3 Racing
SEAT driver tried
to pass Nash’s Craft
Bamboo SEAT into
Lisboa. Theincident
damaged Nash’s
suspension, and he was
unable to finish therace,
while Homola crashed
into the barriers,
triggering a pile-up and
blocking the track.

Stefano Comini, the
2015 champion, won
thefirstraceinhis
Leopard Racing
Volkswagen, with the
half-points awarded
putting him just 0.5
adrift of Nash goinginto
the finale, but with the
advantage of starting
on pole while Nash was
buried in the pack.

Cominidrovea
cautiousrace, falling
to fourth, while Nash
fought throughto
eighth, butit wasn’t
enough to prevent
Comini becoming the
TCRKking for the second
season. “It was a good
season but not good
enough,” said Nash.
“Itwasadifficultand
disappointing weekend,
but that’s how things
gosometimes.Idon’t
understand where
Homola wanted to
pass, there wasno
space, it was silly...”

A fantastic start from
third on the grid gave
Tiago Monteiro,
guestingin the TCR with
the WestCoast Racing
team, aracelead he
would not lose.
Monteiro fended off a
six-car lead pack to take
the victory —and the
Guiacrown-from
Comini’s team-mate
Jean-Karl Vernay and
Craft Bamboo SEAT
driver Pepe Oriola. Josh
Files finished sixth in
his Target Honda.

| TIME Qualification race
37mb57.447s gllllo::nslllgsuﬂa gosta;
+0.850s;
:;?gis Camara; 4 Yamashita;
AR 5 Russell
+3.862s 6 Rosenqist;
+4.348s T Juncadella; 8 Daniel
+6.191s Ticktum (Hitech GP
Dallara/ Mercedes); 9
0228 Sims; 10 Hughes. FL
+7.840s lott 2m11.4455
+9.361s (104.14mph). P
+11.294s Russell. S 29.

Winner’s average speed: 90.16mph Fastest lap: Rosenqvist 2m11.080s (104.44mph). Pole: Da Costa. Starters: 28.

Russelllacked straight-line speed
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WALES’ NO.1 SUPPLIER IN COMPETITION TYRES

JD Tyres is a long established seller of
motorsport tyres. Our main business is Road
Rallying Tyres, Tarmac Rally Tyres, Gravel Rally
Tyres and Track Racing Tyres.

= 458 || 07968020546
’ 1 07966466548

www.jd tyres.co.uk
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SHERWOODEENGINES,

CONGRATULATIONS TO ROBIN SHUTTLEWORTH AND

RONALD ROUGHEAD ON WINNING THE BTRDA HISTORIC
CUP AND TO ALL THOSE WHO TOOK PART THIS SEASON FROM
US ALL AT SHERWOOD ENGINES.
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portingtrials
have been around
for over 60 years,
offering low-
speed, high-skill
competitionin
purpose-built
two-seaters against steep and
often muddy hillsides.

Itisa quintessentially British
sport where skill and finesse are
thekeyfactorsandithasadedicated
competitorfollowing. Yet until five
yearsago, it was purely amodern
sportfortheremarkably agile cars
of thecurrentera.

Sittingin garages and sheds were
all sorts of carsdatingfrom the 1950s
through tothe 1970s and there was
littleornousefor them. Butthatall
changed after a chance conversation
and it wasformer trials driver
Martyn Halliday who took up
theideaandran withit.

Atthetime, Halliday wasracinga
Lotus23in the Guards Trophy and
aconversation with fellow racer
Michael Schryver was the catalyst.

“Michael boughta Cannon and
Tarrangedforhimand hisfriends
MarcusPye and Simon Hadfield to
visitIan Wrightto see whatatrial
wasallabout,” said Halliday. A day
samplingtrials carsat Wright’s
Kentbaseled tothe suggestion of
competition for period cars.

“Ithoughtitwasagood idea,” said
Halliday. “I’'d been trialling since
theearly 1970s, includingmodern
sportingtrials andIthen wentracing
withthe HSCC.Igot talkingto
Grahame White, boss of the HSCC,
and hesaid he’d still got hisoriginal
trials car from the early 1960s and it
all gelled from there.”

Thejourney into the unknown
really kicked off in May 2012 when

F * pmy r i

thenewly-formed Historic Sporting
Trials Association held itsfirst trial
attheexcellent Long Compton site
in Warwickshire. There 22 starters
from25entriesmadetheideaan
instanthit. “Iwasamazed atthe
number of spectatorsthatcame
along,” said Halliday. “It was lovely
toseemany old trials friends
meetingupforthefirsttimein
years, which helped generatea very
relaxed atmosphere. For ourfirst
eventwehad 13 Ford 1172-engined
carsentered.”

Halliday and Wright were the
drivingforce behind gettingthe idea
off the ground and continue to work
tirelessly to promote and develop
historicsportingtrials. Wright is
particularly skilled at setting out
hills that can challenge and reward
experienced competitorsand
newcomersalike.

Theregulations mirror those used
inthe National Trials Formula in
period and there are two classes.
Thehistoricdivision isfor the cars
from 1953 to 1970 and the post-historic
division ishometocarsfrom 1971 to
1974.Inthehistoric cars, Ford 1172
and BMC A Seriesenginesare the
most common, while the post-
historicclassfeatures Ford
crossflow, Hillman Impand
bigger BMC power units.

Thatfirst trial was followed by
moreover the winter of 2012/2013 as
supportgrew rapidly. Significantly,
many of thenew converts came from
historicracingand closelinks with
the Historic Sports Car Club proved
invaluable asa gaggle of racers saw
an opportunity to have some low-cost
winter motor sport in the company of
like-minded mates.

Four years onfrom the inaugural
trial,the HSTA returnedto Long

The historic sporting trialmovement s one of the fastest growingbranches of the sport. By Paul Lawrence

Camaraderieis partofthe fun

Compton back in May for the fifth
anniversary trialand Halliday was
bowled over with an entry of 57
drivers, many of them sharingcars.
“Itisamazingand the supportis
unbelievable,” said Halliday. “It
has grown faster than anyone
expected and it wouldn’t have
happened without the support of
the HSCC and theracers.”
Thoseregularly sampling muddy
hills include HSCC Chairman Frank
Lyons, board members andracers
Peter Hore, Andrew Mansell and
Stuart Tizzard, Formula Ford racers
Westie Mitchell and his sons Ben and
Sam and father-and-daughter Roger
and Rachel Arnold, Formula 5000
pilot Chris Atkinson, Tim Kary from
Historic Formula3and Historic F2
racer Mike Bletsoe-Brown. Others
havetested the water by sharing cars
and young GT and sports-prototype
racer Michael Lyons borrows one of
hisfather’s cars on free weekends.

%

Former TVR Tuscanracer and
now prolific historic competitor
Grant Tromansreckons it’s some
of thebestfunhe’severhadinacar
and tempted preparation ace Paul
Lanzante to have a go. Even Masters
Historic Racing boss Ron Maydon
spentaJanuary Sunday getting
cold, wet and muddy as passenger
inthe Cannon of Frank Lyons.

Halliday believes that a calendar
of six trialsrun from the autumnto
the springisjustaboutrightand he
avoidsall historicrace dates when
planninga calendar. Back on the
schedule for the springof 2017 isa
return visit to the Isle of Wight for
atwo-day event.

“People are stilllookingfor cars
and cars still being found,” said
Halliday. “There are atleast another
eight carsto come out. The priority
isto have fun and we havelots of
double drive cars. But we’re
almost at a point where we are

getting pressure on entry capacity.”

These days itisrare for a sporting
trial torun with over 50 entries, but
thatisfastbecoming the normin
thehistoricarena. The HSTA has
gone from zero to 57 in less than
five years.

In cost terms, few branches of
motor sport offer amore affordable
day out. A tidy, ready to run Cannon
for the historic class can cost
around £15,000 while post-historic
cars can be bought for between
£5000 and £8000. Car depreciation
isnotafactorright now, with any
available cars being snapped up in
very short order. A recent Cannon
restoration project sold in 24 hours.
Running costsarenegligible;
mainly petrol to and from events
and a typical £45 entry fee. One set
of tyres willlasta season and it
alladds up toaday’s motor sport
for not much more than £100. No
wonder it is proving sopopular. B
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OBITUARY
Mick ‘Duffy’ Collaxd

1946- 2016

Mick ‘Duffy’ Collard commenced
hisovalracing career atthe age of
16driving Formula2 stock cars for
Spedeworth atthe Reading
Tilehurst track when his father
bought him an ex-Norman Hicks
Y-type Ford.

But it wastobethe old Aldershot
track which would become almost
synonymous with the Collard
name, Mick wrecking hislast F2
there before movingontorace
Saloon Stock cars. When his Mk1
Ford Cortina GT was deemed ‘too
advanced’ for the formula, he cut
the car up in disgust, transferred
many of the partstoa Ford
Anglia, andlaunched a career as
aHotRod driver.

In atelevision interview in 2013,
Mick explained from where the
nickname had come. “Tused to
play rugby at school and I used to
make alot of duff passessol
ended up being called Duffy,” he
explained. “Then, when Iraced
Hot Rods, Ihad areputation for
duffing people up sothename
juststuck!”

It wasn’t long before Mick —or
Duffy-waslivingup tothe
nickname. He was squaringup to
the otheraces of the era, notably
George Polley and Barry Lee, the
trio becoming forever known as
The Big Three. Their sometimes
less than fully non-contact dices at
trackslike Wimbledon, Aldershot,
Eastbourne and Ipswich became
the stuff of legend and helped fuel
the huge following the formula
built throughout the 1970s.

It was however, sometimes a Big
Three with only two active
members with Mick - who often
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courted controversy — By Graham Brown
occasionally sidelined through
racing bans. Such antics only
added to the Collard fan-base
though, afollowing further
boosted when a full length feature
film entitled ‘Hot Rod Breeder &
Pig Racer’ wasreleased which g
highlighted Mick’s success as both "
apigfarmerandaracecardriver. .

Motorsport News sends its |
condolences to his wife Leslie, son
Robertand daughters Karen, Julia
and Maria, and his many family and
friends.

European, and two British titles.

His son Rob Collard, who isaleading
contender in the British Touring Car
Championship, said: “Itis very
emotional. Dad was an inspiration to
many, and we are very proud of the way
he wentabout his sport.

“He had anever-give-up attitude and
adetermination tosucceed that was
clear in the way he drove. That was one
of thethings that marked him outto
fans and something we will always
look backon.”

The boss of shortoval promotions
firm Spedeworth, Deane Wood, said

although Duffy had been in poor health
recently, the newsstill came asa shock.

“Although we all knew Mick had been
seriously ill in recent years, he did
seem to be doing OK and he was just
one of thoselegends who we all
thought would live forever,” he said.

Collard was one of the bigthree that
helped make the sport so popular inthe
1970s and 1980s, with epic battles
between himself, Barry Lee and
George Polley.

“He was ahuge competitor,a hard
competitor and a hard businessman —
butIsaw another side to him when my

daddied,” explained Lee. “He helped
me through that period massively. We
had some great battles over the yearson
tracks up and down the country, but we
alwayshadrespectforeach other
whatever happened.”

Polley added: “Despiteall the battles on
thetrack and all that went on, we never
really had bad words, never really fell
out.I'mglad we metup atthelast BTCC
round at Brands afew weeks ago—he was
still the same old Mick. It’sashame, the
endof anera, buthe’sleftagreatlegacy
which Roband the boys, Ricky and
Jordan, willcarryon.”

Tributes have been paid to National
HotRod legend Mick ‘Duffy’ Collard,
who died on Sunday morning.
While Collard also enjoyed success in
bothrallycross andrallying at various
timesduringhis career; he will be
forever remembered as one of the best
of the bestbehind the wheel.
Hishugenumber of race winsare
headed by his famous World
championship win in 1980, but also
included two victories in the Best in
Britain, the National championship, the

Graham Brown

%

British Super1600 ace Boak set to take on the Irish at Mondello

British Rallycross Super1600
racer Michael Boak will contest
thefinalround of thelIrish
Rallycross Championship this
weekend at Mondello Park
alongside MB Motorsport
team-mate, Phil Chicken.

The pair willrace their
Citroen C2s. Boak won the final
British RX Super1600round at
Croftlastmonth and finished as
top two-wheel-drive car inthe
Rallycross Grand Prix. Healso

won thelastround of the
BTRDA Clubmans series.
Mondello Park isreturning
tothe British RX calendarfor
2017, after ayear’s absence.
Boak explained: “Aftera
tough year with mechanical
gremlins, we have hopefully
turned acorner and want to
continuethe development of
the C2in preparation for2017.
“Thaven’traced at Mondello
foranumber of years, but

alwaysenjoy racing with
ourlIrishfriends.”

Willie Coyne, Pat Ryan,
Pearse Browne, Lloyd
Spendlove and Derek Tohill
willfight for the overall Irish
Rallycross Championship title.

With two dropped scores,
victory for double European
Champion Tohill would
almost certainly secure him
the crown, regardless of other
drivers’results.

Boak will head to Ireland:

New Finnish Rallycross Academy launched for 2017, using Renault Clio Cup racers

Anew Rallycross Academy
hasbeensetup in Finland by
former European champion

JussiPinomaki, aimed atgiving

aspiring World Rallycross
driversaprofessional
learningenvironment.

Thesingle-make series, which
| issettorunatfive Finnish

Rallycross Championship

eventsinitsinaugural season

nextyear, will use latest

specification Renault Clio Cup
cars converted forrallycross.
World Rallycross drivers
Toomas Heikkinen, Andreas
Bakkerud and Reinis Nitiss will
beprogramme mentors.
Driversof any age canenter
theseries, butonly those
between 14and 24 can claim the
topprize, afully paid drivein the
FIA European Rallycross
Championship in 2018, or

significantfinancial assistance
toracein RX2, whichisthenew
nameforthe RX Lites category.
Pinomakisaid: “The Clio Cup
RX carsuse proper technology.
Usinghigh-level carsinthissort
of programmehasn’tbeendone
before. Rallycross driversneed
tohavearangeof skillsand we
haveputeverything in placefor
them toreceive mental, physical
andPRtrainingtoo.”

Junior star Jones gets Swift for Supernational

Recently crowned MSA Junior
Rallycross champion Sam Jones will
stepup tothe Supernational
Rallycross Championship inanew
SuzukiSwift next season.

Jones, wholed the Juniortitlechase
formost of the 2016 campaign inone
of thetoughestfieldsinrecent years,
won’t compete in a full programme of
events in 2017 as the 15-year-old
focuses on his GCSE exams.

Hehopestoracethenew car
towards theend of the seasonin
preparation for afull 2018 attack.

“We haverecently acquired a Harry
Hockly Motorsport Suzuki Swift
rolling ‘shell, which was an ex-1400
rally car. The modifications have
already been made to allow a two-litre
Vauxhall engine,” said Jones.

Joneshad originally intended to
graduate to the Super1600 category,
but with Supernational grids
increasinginsize,heand
ex-rallycrossingfather Mike have
decided that Supernational will give
thebest career progression.

Jones won Junior crown

“Welooked at
Super1600, the cost effectiveness
made Supernational amore
attractive option for us,” added Jones.
“Inmy time in JuniorsI’ve made
some great friends and for me there
wasno hesitation tostay in
rallycross.I’velearntalotabout
racingover the pasttwo years.I've
gone from havingno experience to
winningracesand thechampionship.
Juniors was extremely competitive.”

Previous winners of the Junior RX
series using 1300cc Suzuki Swifts
include 2016 European Rallycross
champion Kevin Hansen and Swift
Sportrace winner Aidan Hills.
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MURRAY THE SAINT AFTER BRUISING WIMBLEDON CLASH

National Hot Rods:Bestin
Britain

By Graham Brown

Organiser: Spedeworth When: November 20 Starters: 23

Gavin Murray rose from fifth over
the line to eventual winner of a
typically controversial Best in
Britain event after a raft of
penalties were imposed across
all the other leading drivers.

With the event being the last ever
Best in Britain likely to be held at
the seemingly doomed South London
venue, emotions were already running
highinany case.

That the race came on the day which
had seen the death of Hot Rod legend
and first ever Best in Britain winner,
Mick Collard (see left), simply piled
poignancy on top of sadness.

With the field sensibly split up for
three heats, 16 cars took to the track
for the openingrace.

Shane Bland got away firstand
seemed set toleave the rest in his wake.
Thatreckoned without Rob McDonald
however. The Scot quickly made his
way past Stuart McLaird to chase
down theleader.

Passinghalf distance, McDonald
appeared poised tolaunch his attack
but that faded away, along with his
handling, to allow Bland an unopposed
victory. McDonald got disqualified in

any case for a first-lap altercation with
Paul Gomm, elevating Murray to
second place.

Lee Pepper wasfirst to break in heat
two but soonlost out toa charging Billy
Wood. Wood extended hislead for the
rest of the way with Pepper keeping
him in sight but eventually giving
best to Layton Milsom for second.

Heat three featured a similar
runaway win for Steve Dudman. Once
he’d shrugged off Colin Hitch,
Dudman was always just increasing
the gap between himself and the rest.

‘Therest’ were puttingon an
entertaining display though, with
Jaimie McCurdy, Jason Kew, Adam
Maxwell and Kym Weaver conducting
alively places scrap for most of the
race. McCurdy got home second but
picked up a contact penalty, handing
the position to Kew and elevating the
world champion Maxwell to third.

With 21 cars still fit for the final,
ahard-foughtrace was always in
prospectand itdidn’t disappoint.

With Wood on pole and Kew to his
outside they looked likely to be vying
for thelead into turn one. But that
reckoned without a demon start by
Maxwell from row two, which almost
helped him squirm his way to the front
entering thefirst corner. Hedidn’t
quite make itand was forced to drop
back tofifth, but this was just the
startof theaction.

Wood led with Kew and Bland
disputing second until Kew got away
from Bland and attacked Wood’slead,
the two clashing as they exited turn
three. This slowed them up and allowed
Bland torush in, the trio running the
back straight three-wide before Wood
went spinning at the other end of
thetrack.

Bland got through tolead beyond
the mid-point with Kew and Maxwell
still very much in it.

Kew was mounting another lead
challenge just as they were interrupted
by yellow flags, thrown after Wood and
Terry Hunn clashed, Hunn spinning
into the fence and Wood getting black
flagged for putting him there.

By this point, seven of the first
eight cars had attracted black crosses
(which means their conduct would be
investigated after the race), so it was
already lookinglike the result might
well be decided in the stewards’ box
aftertherace.

Leader Bland pressed on with e
defending champ Kew keeping Murray claimed the glory after keepingit cleanin a turbulent final race
Maxwell at bay all the way to the flag.

But it was to befifth-placed man
Gavin Murray - the only frontrunner
without a black cross —who eventually
collected the spoils.

The sixth-placed car home, the
Ginetta of Bradley Dynes, inherited
second while Bland suffered the
displeasure of the stewards, along

Lehec (Vauxhall Tigra); 7 Jaimie McCurdy (Vauxhall Tigra); 8
Layton Milsom (Vauxhall Tigra). Heat two: 1 Wood; 2 Milsom;
3 Lee Pepper (Peugeot 206¢c); 4 Lehec; 5 Adam Maxwell
(Vauxhall Tigra); 6 Bradley Dynes (Ginetta G40R); 7 Paul
Gomm (Vauxhall Tigra); 8 Dick Hillard (Vauxhall Tigra). Heat
three: 1 Steve Dudman (Vauxhall Tigra); 2 Kew; 3 Maxwell;

4 McCurdy; 5 Kym Weaver (Vauxhall Tigra); 6 Bland; 7 Rob
McDonald (Vauxhall Tigra); 8 Terry Hunn (Mazda RX-8). Final:
1 Murray; 2 Dynes; 3 Bland; 4 Kew; 5 Maxwell; 6 McDonald;
T McCurdy; 8 Milsom; 9 Pepper; 10 McLaird.

with Kew, Maxwell and McDonald,
who were all pushed down the order.

However, after araft of appeals, the
resultsremain provisional until all
cases have been examined.

Result

Heat one: 1 Shane Bland (Vauxhall Tigra); 2 Gavin Murray
(Vauxhall Tigra); 3 Billy Wood (Vauxhall Tigra); 4 Jason Kew
(Vauxhall Tigra); 5 Stuart McLaird (Vauxhall Tigra); 6 Chris
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MN SAYS...

Firms are remembering just what a race programme can do

Vauxhall joining the British Touring Car Championship with Power Maxed Racing is a huge boost for the series,
and hopefully it can return the brand to the glory days it has enjoyed in the category.

It should be one of five manufacturer-constructor entries on the grid in 2017 alongside WSR-BMW, Dynamics-Honda,
Triple Eight-MG and Team BMR-Subaru. That is a pretty healthy roster given the landscape that is emerging elsewhere on
planet motorsport. And, from what we hear at Motorsport News, this will not be the end of the positive announcements on
the horizon concerning the BTCC.

Firms are nolonger willing to plough in the millions of pounds that they used to, particularly not for what is only a domestic
campaign. Gone are the free spending Super Touring days, but in their place have come a set of regulations which allow a
manufacturer to take a close look at the series without giving the bean counters a heart attack.

The legacy of a strong race programme doesn't last for 12 months, it lasts a lot longer, and the BTCC is giving
manufacturers the platform to build that history.

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)
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. Ogier forWilson

: Come on Ford management, wake up

: andsmell the bacon. Get your heads

: together and get Malcolm Wilson the
{ | ( n‘\ ¢ world champion he deserves, and put

MN.LETTERS@HAYMARKET.COM : Ford and M-Sport back on top where
¢ theybelong. Hasaring to World Rally
: Champions 2017 don’t you think.

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKO 7 = . "3 : John Buckingham

F ‘ v aun’TE UF ! Via email

T"E WEEK! y T ' g S : Gravelnotrash

— . : : Itotally support Daniel Ricciardo’s

: callforthereintroduction of gravel
. run-off areasin place of the Tarmac
: run-off areas currently in situon
¢ most Fl1circuits.
¢ Asheobserves, Tarmac run-off
: areasdonot sufficiently “punish” the
: driver who ends up on them, this
: usually being the result of a mistake
: orover-exuberance on the partof the
¢ offendingdriver.
! Gerard McCosh,
: Viaemail

Photographs must be of a good quality and please send no more than three images

! Nico isTim Henman

! Lewis Hamilton has stated this

¢ week thatheisabetterdriver

: than Nico Rosberg.

¢ Idon’tknowaboutthat. Butit

: seemstome Nico isdrivinglike

¢ Tim Henman used to play tennis:

: always defensively and in

: secondplace.

¢ Rosbergisnow in the same position
: asLewis was in 2008 going into the

: lastgrand prix of thatseason.

. If Rosbergdoesnot win thedrivers’
: championshipthis season he might

! notwinoneatall.

¢ Onanothernote, it is very sad news
¢ about Ron Dennisleaving McLaren.

:  Heisatruelegend of motorsport

: and F1.Inthe 1980s they were the

i Mercedes of their day.

: Garry Simpson,

¢ Viaemail

: Sad farewell

. Soithashappened now,and we no

: longer have Volkswagen in the World

: Rally Championship.

i Therewasanair of inevitability

: about this ever since VW’s troubles

: started tosurface, but itisashame

! thatone of the most impressive of

i all works assaults on the WRC has

: been thefall guy.

: Also,amIalone in feelingslightly

. sorry for Sebastien Ogier? Yes, his

: moaningdoesboreme, butitreally

¢ should have been him that signed

¢ off the campaign with a win.
Instead, it was adriver that can

¢ only bedescribed as his understudy,

Matthew Spencer enjoyed Spedeweekend Another from Matthew Spencer Another classic, a Fairthorpe, by Peter Atkins i Andreas Mikkelsen...
: Joe Broadhurst,
! Viaemail
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This weekend'’s Abu Dhabi
Formula 1 title showdown is

all about Nico Rosberg and
Lewis Hamilton. But back in
2010 an incredible four drivers
headed to Yas Marina with a
chance of taking the crown.
That enthralling race is the
pick of this week’s Classic F1
offerings on Sky Sports F1 and
is sure to whet your appetite
ahead of the weekend.

To relive all the action from
six years ago, with Hamilton,
Mark Webber, Fernando Alonso
and Sebastian Vettel allin
contention, tune in on Thursday
(2100-2330hrs).

Joining Hamilton, Rosberg
and co onthe F1 grid next year
will be Canadian teenager
Lance Stroll, who was recently
confirmed at Williams alongside
Valtteri Bottas. This weekend
there will be a full season review
of his title-winning season this

yearin the European F3 Best-

Of programme on Motors TV
(Saturday, 1210-1620hrs).
Over four hours of action from
the 30-race season is included
and will be a great way to find
out about F1's latest new kid
on the block.

If you prefer to watch
tin-top action, then there
are two other Best-Of review
programmes on this week.
Firstup is the VW Racing
Cup (Sunday, 1210-1515hrs,
Motors TV), followed
immediately after by the Mini
Challenge (1515-1825hrs,
Motors TV).

Finally, rally fans can be kept
entertained with highlights from
the recent Pokerstars Rally
that formed part of the Manx
Rally Championship (Friday,
2340-0040hrs, Motors TV).
Tricky weather meant for plenty
of dramain the title-decider.
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The fmal World Touring Car Champ1onsh1p round isin Qatar

World Touring

Cars: Qatar

M Race one: Friday, 1815-1915hrs,
Eurosport 1

M Race two: Friday, 1915-2015hrs,
Eurosport 1

Abu Dhabi Grand Prix Sky
Sports F1 HD coverage

M Drivers press conference:
Thursday, 1100-1130hrs

B FP1:Friday, 0845-1050hrs

M FP2: Friday, 1245-1450hrs

B Team principals’ press
conference: Friday, 1600-1630hrs

B The F1 Show:Friday, 1630-1700hrs
W FP3: Saturday, 0945-1115hrs

M Qualifying: Saturday, 1200-1435hrs

M Race: Sunday, 1230-1530hrs
M Highlights: Sunday, 1815-1915hrs

Abu Dhabi Grand Prix
Channel 4 HD coverage
B FP1:Friday, 0855-1035hrs

W FP2: Friday, 1255-1500hrs

B FP3: Saturday, 0955-1125hrs

M Qualifying: Saturday, 1155-1430hrs

M Race: Sunday, 1200-1640hrs
M Highlights: Monday, 0345-0440hrs

World Rallycross:
Rosario,
Argentina

M Race: Sunday,
1800-2000khrs,

Quest

Mercedes men will go to war

GP2:Yas Marina

M Practice: Friday, 0715-0815hrs,
Sky Sports F1 HD

M Qualifying: Friday, 1510-1545hrs,
Sky Sports F1 HD

W Race one: Saturday, 1435-1605hrs,

Sky Sports F1 HD
M Race two: Sunday, 1015-1130hrs,
Sky Sports F1 HD

GP3:Yas Marina
M Qualifying: Friday, 1110-1145hrs,
Sky Sports F1 HD

W Race one: Saturday, 0820-0920hrs,

Sky Sports F1 HD
W Race two: Sunday, 0855-0955hrs,
Sky Sports F1 HD

! RALLYING

: SATURDAY

: HAmbleside,

: Cumbria

. Hippo Motor Group
. Grizedale Stages

+ Starts 0930hrs

: Admissionfree :
. Web grizedalestages.co.uk :

: SATURDAY/

: SUNDAY

: mAnglesey Circuit,
: TyCroes

¢ Penraeth Group

: Glyn Memorial

. Trophy Stages

: Starts 1200hrs

¢ Admission TBA

: Web camconline.co.uk

: SUNDAY

! mBlytonPark,

: Lincolnshire

! Hall Trophy Rally

. Starts 1001hrs

. Admission TBA

+ Web clitheroedmc.co.uk

+ Details correct at time of
i going to press but check
i with organisers
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SIMPSON J; 4”"
Roce Exhoaust=s

The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

Follow Us Like Us MITSUBISHI

@ twittar.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts Grp N, R4,

DID YOU
KNOW?
15% of our readers MOTORPORT &

=AVON
TYRES

RACING TYRES
01753532222 || Simpson  Exhausts B13/ Open Class S —
| including ACB 10
ﬂ for longer than 5 EORMULA FORE
Tel 01524 761398 years. Advertising

PERSPEX WINDOWS in Motorsport News

Large amount of Phone: 0121 331 1122

Z?:Eegﬁgf;ﬂgﬁsfeakam&'f f%%zcar(s mbog?tmf:}‘;‘gtsf’f parts held in stock helps you put your
fu]l th —for'ming e - bnini évailable. ' ready for immediate advert in front of a Email: sales@bmtr.co.uk

despatch View our

>>>>> WORLDWIDE EXPORT <<<<< online catalogue at

loyal audience who | 1 ja M=o HV] ¢
AIREDALE RACE COMPONENTS

20 Layton Park Close, Rawdon, Leeds. LS19 6PJ waypeSiS@aOI-com trust the title.
IR E - Y T B-Y-T- 3 www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk

DAV ID (r = N
DID YOU imam INSURANCE (2 loywheelrepairs.com)
*® Repairs to aluminium and magnesium wheels and
castings.
*Wheels chemically stripped, fine bead blasted and
powder coated.
FU" range Of mlne mmm f“‘ I{ N ow o = ) *Wheels inserted and PCD and offset altered.
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM = % (( Chevette |

LOTUS 900'SERIES 0 A = v COMPET|T|0N CARS 'c/\vz?‘:fi;leucr.ecr;ezzlfe?:;s:;/z:{;;‘mponentsm build
VAUXHALL XE 43% of our readers A ¥ RALLY & RACE CARS il B bemr ek raiei ot
VAUXHALL ECOTEC | / SEHVICE vEHIcLEs © 40 years of experience to share.

Call or buy online! ENGINEERING
QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK as motorsport PHONE: 0161 440 7590 | Foveramm s vansmer
01509 412 317 > ' '

BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA

competitors T e o \01904 703 863

ROVER K-SERIES describe themselves ‘ IAN JEMISON ‘

Dominate the competition

Hawk and Carbotech
motorsport compounds

f:rh@fnrh v

www.TSALTAMOTORSPORT.co.uk

87 B i _forestuse"

’?," JSALIA MOTORSPOR] — .~ Customer cars built to
%?ég [ i : order and maintained
www.cambridgemotorsport.com L Season packages
available

sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

Award winning cars
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SPARES & ACCESSORIES

A serious Track/Sprint Car. Huyabusa 1340 Race Engine.
Phone for specification which includes Cossie LSD. Sierra Cosworth LSD, Dyno Test Only.

RETIREMENT SALE

Please call Tom Fletcher

Cars are located in Cheshire.

uick

Moto rsport

+ POWER <+ PERFECTION <+ PERFORMANCE
PREPARATION AT ITS BEST

Sole suppliers of Power Steering Modules as used by Ken Block,

Phil Collins & Chris Rennells
+ Contactus @ +
www.quickmotorsport.com or find us on Facebook
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Specialists in Bespoke Products for Classic & Sports Cars

Race & Rally Marquees to Suit all Budgets 3x3m to 6m Hexagon
Steel and Alloy Frame, Clubman to Professional, Printing Available Multi-Layer Indoor
& Outdoor Breathable Car Covers for Classic & Moderns

Luxury Car Covers, Indoor & Outdoor Breathable Materials Printed Barriers & Flags,
Entrance Mats, Minilite Wheels Many More useful products for Modern,
Classic & Race Cars

www.hamilton-motorsport.com

Email: office@hamiltonclassic.co.uk | Tel: +44(0)118 973 7300

DID
YOU KNOW?

15% of our readers have
been reading for longer
than 5 years. Advertising
in Motorsport News helps
you put your advert in front
of a loyal audience who
trust the title.

Classified advertising: 0208 267 5271

info@thinkauto.com

N J

THINK
AUTOMOTIVE

World’s leading
Oil Cooler specialist

Experts in all automotive plumbing
Huge range of hose & fittings

The major supplier of filler caps

BARC

.,

.3 Wil

www.coupecup.com

Build your own race car using the series control
parts and be on track for around £2500.

Buy a turn key, good to go, new buiid race car
bespoke to you from £4295.
Full support, transport and storage available too!

Arrive & Drive race hire with us for a single event
or a whole season. Tallored packages available.

Whcere fde/}y Zs Seerions Fan..”

019808 415979 07714 291417
www.exit13.biz sales@exit13.biz
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MARKETPLACE

=t

port - 4 THE UK'S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF TANKS & TANK ACCESSORIES

[BESFOKE TANK SERUIGE,

MANUFACTURE ONSITE ANY SHAPE

SIZE @, CAPACITY OF TANK YCU

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON u
- [H250mm x W300mm x L600mm)]

% K]
9% A |
"4/

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 20 GALLON CURVE HII.TAI-AI._I_“DM
[H300mm x W300 x L900mm] [H610mm x W610mm x L1525mm)]

TR )
‘ \

PROJECT

CMB-FT-020R : ~__CMB-FTO14
CUSTOM CUSTOM
1 X OFF CENTER FILLER INLET, 6MM OUTLET
NECK [BAFFLED] 1 X FAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, 6mm OUTLET
" FILLER NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] OOMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BAFFLED]

Robust interlocking
floor tiles

No messy adhesives

Installation service
available

Call 01676 523386
for your no obligation
quotation

intalaton sorvico ot availan n all aroasof the UK - contact Dynotie fordetis, WWW.DYNOTILE.CO.UK




36 NOVEMBER 23 2016 motorsport-news.co.uk Classified advertising: 0208 267 5271

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

DID
YOU KNOW?

15% of our readers have

PRG TRAILERS

' FINEST:BUILT BRITISHTRAILERS

been reading for longer
than 5 years. Advertising
in Motorsport News helps
you put your advert in front
of a loyal audience who

PRG Trailers | Cheshire | UK | Tel: +44 (0) 1270812402 trust the title.

Web: www.prgtrailers.co.uk | Email: info@prgtrailers.co.uk

Fieldfare Trailer Centre, Salisbury.
With over 15 years of experience in dealing with
trailers, we know a thing or two about them.

Our expert and professional advice will help you
find the right trailer for your requirements.

People come from all over the country to see our
extensive range for a number of different uses.

* Sales * Trailer Hire * Servicing

* Repairs * Parts

Selection of used Brian James Trailers for sale

A-Max, 5.0m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1800 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1850 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £2000 + vat
TT Tiltbed, 5.0m x 2.02m, 3.5t GVW, £2500 + vat
Covered A-Max, 4.24m x 1.94m x 1.52m high,
2.0t GVW, £3,495 no vat. ”

Sold to Competitors by Competitors !

Tel: 01980 611853 info@fieldfaretrailers.co.uk www.fieldfaretrailers.co.uk
The Trailer Warehouse, Ford Farm, Old Malthouse Lane, Ford, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP4 6DR. N, A
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BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

) Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

Black-and-White

The benefit of a protective transport is always valued when moving
precious vehicles. Its now over 20 years since Brian James Trailers were
the first to design a stylish, light and durable enclosed trailer using a
GRP body construction, the original Race Shuttle.

The Race Transporter range is the third generation in the lineage and
for the double decade landmark in MY2017 trailers we have introduced
a host of new features, including a professional vehicle restraint system
as well as fresh external styling.

Choosing a Brian James Trailer as your enclosed transport solution has
always guaranteed black-and-white certainty.

Race Transporters are now available in Black or White.

Range starts from £ 6,750 + vat

BJT also offers a wide range of open trailers
For more information on our trailer range or to find your nearest dealer

visit:

www.brianjames.co.uk/dealer

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
TRANSPO 16|
RAGE T For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office.
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www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

DEVELOPED BY PROFESSIONALS, FOR PROFESSIONALS

DEALERS WANTED

All Woodford Trailers have full
European Type Approval

We have been designing and building our extensive range of high-quality,
adaptable vehicle trailers from our Northamptonshire home for over 20 years,

selling at highly competitive prices to suit a wide range of requirements.
Please get in touch with us to discuss your needs.

Tel: 01327 263384 @ Mob: 07434 940 693
E-mail: sales@woodfordtrailers.com
Web: www.woodfordtrailers.com
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Authorised stockists for:

PHILIPS
01527 908676 | www.pho

and many more...

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS
We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
.,

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmetorspert.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES
Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

Part[:J{ed [

www.part-box.co.uk # s aus sens
Your Performance & Tumng Parts Specialists Over 100,000 Products Listed
m HKS . #4 Complete Vehicle Search
L 1 i g [—— @ Shipping!
21 557 27 L Mad sbosfBoe! bos -
s Park_ Coton Sireet. Trgdor Muuu)— DVA TTR. UK .MZS'YMO'EW'

§ - Pant-box.co uk #f:@
cvmsuanu- O

Scan Here

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

SIBID Motorsport

Specialists In the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport woridwide.

W: sbdev.couk E:

com T:-+44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

MARDIGRAS

=<\ MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

* Performance Tuning Specialists
* 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
« Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
* Weber, Dell'Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

Northampton
h Motorsport

e-mall
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

(€ 9:4:4:10).4 4

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

Rally & Race Gearboxes,
GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

T:01782280136 F:01782 269913
E: sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com

! Transmissions

EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

EWS

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

Oil cooling & plumbing specialists
0208 568 1172

www.thinkauto.com

RACE WEAR

RACE&RALLY

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
WWW.JJCRACEANDRALLY.COM
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RACING WEAR

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORE TO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

_ MOTORSPORT _

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACING WEAR

Teamwear Spenallsts -

=T8N

®Min Order Only 4
®No Logo Set Up Fees

www.logomeup.co.u

TRAILER & TRANSPORTERS

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILER & TRANSPORTERS
Committed to

-
Quality ’
www.iwt.co.uk <

Trailers
BRITAIN’S LEADING
TRAILER MANUFACTURER

TRAILER & TRANSPORTERS

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
Livma the high fite
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk

Manufacturers of bespoke split nm alioy wheels, Every setmade to order!

ROAD / RACE / KIT-CARS / BIKES & TRIKES / DRAGSTERS / ETC ..

Whae! fiments for virualy and vehicie from 10" o 22 diamater rom 3* o 18" wide. Pototype work

for 0.E. manufacturers, drawing o finshed product, design facility, comprehensive parts department.
IS0 9001:2000 Accredited Company Certificate No. GB00196

g 3 3N
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS
Winning all over the world since 1973...
Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO
WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

Jonathan King
Classified Team Leader

T: +44 (0) 208 267 5992
E: jonathan.king@haymarket.com

Ben Kavanagh
Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 208 267 5389

E: benjamin.kavanagh@haymarket.com

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Katrina Renwick
Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 208 267 5823

E: Katrina.renwick@haymarket.com




THE NIGHT
BErORKE

One in five drink drive prosecutions happen the morming after®, many
unaware they still have alcohol left in their system fromn the night
before. AlcoSense quickly and accurately tells you your blood alcohol
level, so you don't become one of them.

Che Telegraph

"a fresh level of accuracy in consumer breath testing”®

Single Use
Breathalysers M & f ’
From £2.99 £39.99

&
@ reddot award 2016
winner

®

Avallable at Halfords & Selected Boots ’ n
halfords /74 ﬂ G SG
PERSONAL BREATHALYSERS

Order securely at alcosense.co.uk or call 0800 195 0088

A: Source: DT Road Accident Data 2015, B: Review of the AicoSense Pro, 24/12/15. Infelectual Property: www.alcosense.co.ukfip. © AcoSense Laboratores, part of Now Group UK Lid, Unit 3 MEC, Cordwals Street, Maldenhead SL6 7BE



