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THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

AND TOYOTA

ASTON T0 GUN FOR
OUTRIGHT GLORY

WEC’S FUTUB;E REVEALED

Hearthreak at La Sarthe
as Brit Conway loses out

By Matt James

Toyota racers Kazuki Nakajima,
Sebastien Buemi and Fernando
Alonso wrapped up a dramatic win
atLe Mans and with it claimed the
World Endurance Championship.
The Toyota T'S050 HYBRID was able
to capitalise on problems for the sister
machine of Mike Conway, Kamui
Kobayashiand Jose Maria Lopez, which
suffered a puncture and got stuck in gear
duringthefinal hour of the French classic.
It was Alonso’sfirst world crown since
he won the F1titlein 2006. The Spaniard
said: “After 18 months, we won Le Mans
two times and we are world champions.
Sometimestheluckison yourside and you
have to take advantage of these moments.”
Le Mans future, p2-3 Le Mansreport, p4-1
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Two manufacturers sign up as hypercar

The ACO and the FIA outlined the rules for the headline classes in WEC and at L.e Mans

ASTON HEADS T

By MattJames

Aston Martin and Toyota

are the first manufacturers

to commit to the newly
defined hypercar regulations,
which are set to revolutionise
the World Endurance
Championship forthe
2020-21 season.

Thetop classin endurance
racing will be opened up toeither
bespoke prototypes orroad-going
based hypercars, and they will be
abletouseeitheracombustion
engine or a hybrid system.

Aston Martin has confirmed
thatit willfieldits Valkyrie
hypercar, and its design would
be donein conjunction with F1
aerodynamics guru Adrian
Newey. It will allow the British
firm tobid forits first outright
victory at La Sarthe since 1959.

Toyota, whichhasbeena
mainstay of the WEC since
itrejoined the arenain 2012,
hasremained committed to
the category even when other
manufacturerssuch as Audi,
Peugeot and Porsche withdrew
from the discipline.

Toyotatook itsfirst world
championshipin2014and

reclaimed thetitle this year

as Fernando Alonso, Sebastien
Buemiand Kazuki Nakajima
won at Le Mans last weekend
to wrap up the crown.

Aston on the way
Aston Martin, which hasbeen
highly successfulin the GTE
category at Le Mansandinthe
WECinrecentseasons, willrun
aminimum of two Valkyries at
LeMansfrom 2021.

Therace carisinthe concept
stage with full details yetto
befinalised.

The announcement wasmade
onthe60th anniversary of Aston
Martin’s victory in the 1959
event with the DBR1 prototype
shared by Roy Salvadoriand
Carroll Shelby.

Aston Martin president Andy
Palmer explained thatas well as
a‘““certain appropriateness” to
Aston’sreturntothetoptier of
the Le Mans grid that there were
“commercial reasons” behind
thedecision.

Palmer said: “In 2021 we will
belaunching our 003 [the so-called
mini-Valkyrie] and the mid-
engined Vanquish, so sometimes
thestarsalign.

“The concept of racingreal
hypercarsisacompelling
proposition that fits with our
current business strategy —that
iswhy we have thrown our hat
inthering.”

Theentry into the top class of
the WEC has been announced as
amulti-year programme, which
Palmer said would be “atleast
twoor threeyears”.

Aston Martinisyettoreveal
details of the team behind the
development of the Valkyrierace
car, but Palmer said that Red Bull
Advanced Technologies and
Newey, with whichitis
collaboratingon theroad car,
would beinvolved.

“Naturally Adrian will be
involved in the aerodynamics as
hehasbeenfromthestartof the
programme,” he said. “We will
have partnersand thatis partof
the way I prefer togoracing—we
will pull in the best brains because
we don’t have the bigchequebook.

“Thishasall been put together
relatively quickly, we haven’t
signed all the contracts yetand we
will announce the partners—quite
compelling partnerships—shortly.

“Weareattherudimentary
stages of conceptengineering
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endurance regs are firmed up
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right now, but whatIcantell you
isthatit willhave anormally-
aspirated 6.5-litre V12engine
that should sound absolutely
glorious onthe Mulsanne.”

Toyota signs up

Toyota hasalsoembraced the new
regulations and will remain as
aleadingplayerinthe category.

The Japanese manufacturer has
confirmed it will build a hypercar
prototyperather than one based
onaroad car.

Toyota’s challenger will be
hybrid-powered and based on
the GR Super Sportroad car. It
iscurrently in the design phase,
buttestingof theracecarisdue
tostartin 2020 priortothe
’20/21 season.

“Tampleased to confirm
that Toyota Gazoo Racing
will continueits challengein
enduranceracing beyond the
currentregulations,” said
Gazoo Racing president
Shigeki Tomoyama.

“Thank youtothe ACO and FTA
for their hard work in finalising
theseregulations, which we hope
will bring about anew golden age
of enduranceracing, with several
manufacturersfightingfor Le

Mans and the World Endurance
Championship.

“For Toyota Gazoo Racing,
thisnew era of competition
isafantastic opportunity to
demonstrate our credentials not
only asaraceteamagainst some
of the bestin the business, butalso
asasportscar manufacturer.”

A statement from Toyota said
it “enthusiastically welcomes
the future challenge of competing
against other sportscar
manufacturersinthenew top
category of WEC and the Le Mans
24 Hours and is confident of an
exciting, successful period for
enduranceracing”.

Series defined
The WEC organisers, the FIA
and ACO, took the wraps off the
category at Le Mansin the build
up tolast weekend’s 24 Hours.

The highlights of the technical
detailsinclude arevised weight,
lowered slightly to 1100kgand a
changed power output of 750bhp
inorder forthe LMP1replacement
category toreach 3m30slapsin
racetrimatLe Mans.

The hybrid systems will not be
mandatory, but those who choose
tohead down this route must not

exceed 270bhp, with a
GTE-based Balance of
Performance system set

tobe applied in-season to

keep the hybrid and non-hybrid
machines closely matched.

There are also containment
measures on the hybrid power
fronttohelppegback the
advantage of afour-wheel-drive
system comparedtothe
two-wheel drive entries.

The engineregulations have
been designed to be open, with
the prototype hypercars allowed
toproducea “bespoke” design
or amodified derivative from a
road-going hypercar.

Theroad-based hypercars will
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Photos: Autosport Images, Aston Martin

useaversion based on the original

car or manufacturer’s design.
A “regulated power curve”
and a single fuel supplier will
alsobeused to help maintain
competitiveness between
the variety of cars.
There will be freedom in the
design of the hypercarsin
terms of body and underbody,
aslongasthestyling does not
impact on safety criteria.
Additional reporting:
Tom Errington, Gary Watkins
and Jack Cozens

!

Toyota hasreaffirmed its commitment even after claiming the title at Le Mans on Sunday

HOW ALONSO TOPPED LE MANS AGAIN > > O PAGE4|
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loyota still won ~ — but cruel bad luck meant dnmmant #7 car was denied. By Tom Errington

ATE DRAMAPUNCTURES
LOPEZ’S CHAI
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hefamouscliche
is “Le Mans
choosesits
winner”, but
Toyota almost
interferedto
decidetherace.
No, thiswasn’t some grand
orchestration, instead it wasa
reactiontoamoment of utter
heartbreak thatrevived talk

of the Toyota curse.

While the manufacturer
celebrated back-to-back Le Mans
24 Hours victories and the World
Endurance Championship title for
Fernando Alonso, Sebastien Buemi
and Kazuki Nakajima, it was hard
nottoremember the late twistin
2016 considering the disaster that
afflicted the #5 car that year.

While Alonso candepartasa WEC
champion and atwo-time Le Mans
winner and focus on the elusive

Leading #7 car lost race in pits

Pt

Indianapolis 500 bid, Jose Maria Lopez,
Kamui Kobayashi and Mike Conway
willlook back on arace they somehow
lost despite comprehensively outpacing
the #8 Toyota.

Lopez, Kobayashiand Conway had
conspired tolead 3391aps of the total
385 on offer, with Alonso, Buemiand
Lopezneverleadingfor more than 10
lapsatatime and usually relyingon
errors, strategy and well-timed safety
car interventionsto goahead.

But, whenitmattered, the #7fell
short. With around 62 minutesleft
ontheclock, and having held atwo-
minutelead for most of Sunday,
Lopezslowed between the two
Mulsanne chicanesand TV footage
suggested his Toyota was stuck in
third gear.

Lopezthenhad to slowly drive the #7
Toyota around the majority of the 8.5-
mile circuit before entering the pits.

Toyota confirmed that the #7car’s
tyre-pressure sensorshadtold it that
the car had afront-right puncture,
with the tyrethen changed at the
penultimate pitstop. Butit transpired
the puncture was actually onthe
left-rear tyre, forcing Lopez to pit
againthenexttimearound.

Lopez wasthen unableto catch
uptoNakajima, trailingthe #8 car
by around 20 seconds as Toyota
cryptically informed Nakajima that
“the situationisunder control”,

(GETE®

g Alonso, Buemi and Nakajima
profited from sister car’s woe

while Lopez was told to “please
bringthecarhome”. Lopezadmitted
he cried on hisreturnlap to the pits,
knowing defeat was certain.

“Icannotdescribeit [the feeling when
theproblem arrived],” hesaid. “Icried
allthe way back tothe pits—it’sso
painful, it’s so painful, butit’slike this.

“l After] half of thelap, Isaw the
alarm. It wasn’ttoobad, becauseit
didn’tgotoolowsolcould still go
about200km/h, sothat’s why Ididn’t
losemuch.

“The problemisthat whenIexited
again with a punctureit [the pressure]
wastoolow, and I wasriskingtoo
much toblow the tyreup andlose
everythingsoIhadtogobacktothe
pitatnomorethan 50km/h.”

Oncethefinal pitstopshad shaken
out, Lopeztrailed Nakajima by around
20s and Toyota team boss Rob Leupen
admitted the manufacturer considered
intervening, rather than apply its
standard strategy of enforcing team
orders at the final pitstop.

“Wetalked it through with the drivers
andIthink we did theright thing[innot
changingtheorder]. Le Mans chooses
itswinner again,” Leupen said.

“It’s very difficult. We wanted to make
itreally boring, but that didn’thappen.
The #7 car was by far the fastest of the
two, they all worked very hard.

“We gotinto a situation where we
caughtapunctureattheend, andit

hurtsalotthat theteamdidn’t respond
welltothat.”

And Le Mans’ choice of winner
stings all the more for Kobayashi
and Conway in particular, the pair
havingnow finished second at Le
Mansin three of thelast four around-
the-clockraces atLa Sarthe.

Theduowerealsocrucialinthe #7
Toyota’s early-race charge that
established the order, while Lopez
deserves credit for overcoming two
mistakesinthenightthat could have
costit victory sooner than the technical
problem thatdecided theresult.

The#7TS050 HYBRID first drew an
advantage when the crew decided
tochangetheset-upithad usedso
successfully through practice and
qualifying— whereit sealed pole—and
reverttolast year’s Le Mans set-up
duringthe warm-up.

Butcometherace,itproveda
successful change. Conway’s strong
starting stint helped build alead of
over aminute clear of the sister car
inthe openinghours, as the British
driverleft Buemiin his wake.

The #8Toyota spent the early hours
tweaking and changingthe set-up
through the early pitstopstofindan
answer totheleading’s car pace—
with Alonsoalsoreportingaloose
door wasimpactingthe aero.

Whileitdid get on top of the problem,
ittook anintervention from the safety

cartogetthe#8Toyotatruly into
thelead for thefirst time during the
seventh hour—and only after the #7
hadled thefirst991aps.

Nakajimahad taken advantage
of aslow zone, during whichrain
was fallinglightly, to stop and switch
toanewsetof slick tyres. Lopez
stopped alaplater after the slow
zone in anticipation of rainfall that
would require theintermediate
tyre, buthe wasthen sent back
outonthe sametyresbecause
thethreat did not materialise.

But the safety carinfluencelevelled
out when the #3 Rebellion-Gibson R-13
of Thomas Laurent crashed soon after
and allowed Lopezto close on Nakajima
before making amove for thelead.

The #8 Toyota fought back when
Lopezmadetwoerrorsin quick
succession duringthe eighth hour,
withatripacrossthe Mulsanne
corner gravel allowing Nakajima
tobreeze by for thelead, beforea
minor off at Indianapolis threatened
tobecome atrend of mistakes.

A similarto-and-fro battle would
occur between the impressive Conway
and Buemi after the previous two
drivers stepped out of the Toyotas but,
by themid-distance mark, the #7 car
becameincreasingly dominant.

Thatlevel of control over the other
Toyota only made the heartbreak more
painful. But the privateersin thefield
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have certainly had similarfeelings
over the inability totake thefightto
the manufacturer over the course of
aracedistance—ashasbeenthecase
through the 2018/19 superseason.

Inreality, the challenge to Toyota
atLeMansended on thefirstlap.
Gustavo Menezes’simpressive
startinthe #3 Rebellion allowed
him to passfront-row starter
Buemion thefirst tour before
conceding the spot soon afterwards.

Butaspate of reliability problems
and driver errorsended any chance
of atrue SMP Racingand Rebellion
head-to-head.

Stoffel Vandoorne eventually
took the #11 SMP Racing BRE-AER
BR1totheflaginthird place, six laps
down onthe Toyotas, having played
akeyrolein overcoming Rebellion
inhisfirst stint by houndingand
then passingthe #3 car during
aslow pitstop.

Butit wasthe#17SMP carthat
looked likeithad an edge overthe
privateer field until Egor Orudzhev
crashed atthe Porsche Curves.

The shuntforced the car Orudzhev
shared with Stephane Sarrazin and
ex-Formula1driver Sergey Sirotkin
intoretirement duringthe 11th hour.

Bruno Senna would cross the
finishlinefourthin the #1 Rebellion,
afterfallingaslow as 26th overall
following an early puncture.

The #1 Rebellion-Gibson R-13
overcame thesister car after
multiple lateincidentsresigned
last-stint driver Menezes tofifth
attheflag-sixlaps down on Senna -
and was afflicted by damper
problemsintherace.

The #3 Rebellion’s most costly
moment came when Menezes —
who impressed in spells —beached
the car atthe Porsche Curves and
required recovering.

Laurent’s crash under brakingon
the Mulsanne in wet conditions also
caused a significant delay for the #3
Rebellion before it could continue.

ByKolles and the #10
DragonSpeed BRE-Gibson
BR1 were plagued by reliability
issues and failed to make the flag,
retiring after 163 and 76 1aps of
the total 385 respectively.

ByKolles now switchesits
attention totheincoming Hypercar
rules after struggling with a shifter
problem that curtailed itsracein
the early hours of the morning after
an earlier water leak had dropped it
tonear therear of thefield.

Itmay well return for the 2020 Le
Mansrace and present a Hypercar
project.If the WECis to be believed
over the manufacturer interestin
thenew rules and the promise at
parity, arepeat Toyota curseis
likely to be far more damaging

TURN OVER FOR GT CLASS REPORTS AND FULL RESULTS ) ) 4

than the slower car winning.

For DragonSpeed, the continual
gearbox problemsled to an unhappy
farewell from LMP1 asit optsto
focus onIndyCar.

DragonSpeedisn’tthe only one
leavingthetop tier of LMP1to
focus on Stateside ambitions.
Alonsonowleavesthe WEC a
two-time Le Mans winner and as
aserieschampion with all eyes
on completing the elusivefinal
legof thetriple crown: the Indy 500.

“Thesekindsof racesarelikea
rollercoaster of emotions, sometimes
you are twominutes behind,
sometimes youareleading,” said
Alonso. “It wasashockingrace, we
didn’t havethe pacetowintherace.”

“The#7 car was quickerthanus
for 24 hoursand maybe wedidn’t
deservethe victory, but we were lucky
andithelpedustogetthe victory.”

How he could have used some of
thatluck in hislatest Indy 500
attempt, failing to qualify with
McLaren earlier this year. But
now thatfocus turns squarely
to completing the triple crown.

These are thelong-term
questionsthat arose fromtheLe
Mans week, and thedejavuof a
late Toyota failure will rightly
steal theimmediate headlines
asthe Japanese manufacturer’s
dominant era continues.

SMP machine ofVandoorne,Petrovand Aleshin finished six laps behind Toyotas

Lapierre makes it four from four

Signatech-Alpine sealed the
World Endurance Championship
LMP2 title in fine style as Nicolas
Lapierre, Andre Negrao and
Pierre Thiriet repeated their
2018 Le Mans success.

The #36 Alpine crew finished
2m22s ahead of its chief title
rival, the #38 Jackie Chan DC
Racing ORECA driven by Ho-Pin
Tung, Gabriel Aubry and
Stephane Richelmi.

It was the third victory at the
race for Philippe Sinaut’s team
in four years, and continued
Lapierre’s 100% win record in
four LMP2 starts at Le Mans.

“We had two targets this weekend
and it was hard to decide which
one we should focus on,” said
Lapierre. “In the end, winning this
race brought us the title as well.”

Although Alpine appeared
to have the edge over the #38
crew, particularly after Aubry’s
charge was halted by a puncture
just after 0800hrs, the class victory
had looked an unlikely outcome
with five hours remaining.

The #26 G-Drive Racing ORECA
of Jean-Eric Vergne, Roman
Rusinov and Job van Uitert - which
isnotregistered for WEC points -
held a 90-second lead until, as
Vergne described, “alittle piece

iy, = =" i rr e I\?I
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that costs basically 10 cents” failed
during aroutine pitstop and meant
Rusinov could not get the car to
start. After 20 minutes of repairs,
G-Drive returned four laps down
and could only finish sixth.

“It’s cruel, but it’s the magic
of Le Mans,” Vergne said.
“Anything can happen, even
inthelastlaps. Thereis nothing
that we can do anyway.”

The #31 DragonSpeed ORECA
Anthony Davidson shared with
Pastor Maldonado and sometime
Champ Car racer Roberto
Gonzalez should have been well-
placed to take advantage, but
Maldonado’s 17th hour shunt
at Tertre Rouge - which he
blamed on the low sun - meant
it was the #28 TDS Racing
ORECA that completed the
podium, with Bronze driver
Francois Perrodo joined by Loic
Duval and Matthieu Vaxiviere.

Poleman Duval and Vaxiviere
completed back-to-back stints
during the night to beat the best
Ligier entry, the #22 United
Autosports Ligier of Paul di
Resta, Filipe Albuquerque and
Phil Hanson, which lost around
three minutes on Sunday morning
due to a problem with its door.

James Newbold

Signatech continued its excellent Le Mans record with another class win
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87thLe Mans 24 Hours,June 15-16 2019 Laps: 385 Winner’s distance:3259.719 Weather: Overcast
POS | NO | DRIVERS | TEAM CLASS |TIME/LAPS/RETIREMENT
1 8 Sebastien Buemi (CHE) Kazuki Nakajima (JPN) Fernando Alonso (ESP) | Toyota Gazoo Racing/ Toyota TS050 HYBRID LMP1 24h00m10.574s
2 7 Mike Conway (GBR) Kamui Kobayashi (JPN) Jose Maria Lopez (ARG) | Toyota Gazoo Racing / Toyota TS050 HYBRID LMP1 +16.972s
3 11 Vitaly Petrov (RUS) Mikhail Aleshin (RUS) Stoffel Vandoorne (BEL) SMP Racing/BRE-AER BR1 LMP1 -6 laps
4 1 Bruno Senna (BRA) Neel Jani (CHE) Andre Lotterer (DEU) Rebellion Racing / Rebellion-Gibson R-13 LMP1 -9 laps
5 3 Gustavo Menezes (USA) Thomas Laurent (FRA) Nathanael Berthon (FRA) | Rebellion Racing / Rebellion-Gibson R-13 LMP1 -15laps
6 36 | Nicolas Lapierre (FRA) Andre Negrao (BRA) Pierre Thiriet (FRA) Signatech Alpine Matmut / Alpine-Gibson A470 LMP2 -17 laps
7 38 | Ho-Pin Tung (CHN) Stephane Richelmi (MCO) Gabriel Aubry (FRA) Jackie Chan DC Racing/ ORECA-Gibson 07 LMP2 -18laps
8 28 | Matthieu Vaxiviere (FRA) Francois Perrodo (FRA) Loic Duval (FRA) TDS Racing/ ORECA-Gibson 07 LMP2 -19 laps
9 22 | Filipe Albuguerque (PRT) Phil Hanson (GBR) Paul di Resta (GBR) United Autosports / Ligier-Gibson JSP217 LMP2 -20 laps
10 48 | Paul-Loup Chatin (FRA) Paul Lafargue (FRA) Memo Rojas (MEX) Idec Sport Racing/ ORECA-Gibson 07 LMP2 -21 laps
11 26 | Jean-Eric Vergne (FRA) Roman Rusinov (RUS) Job van Uitert (NLD) G-Drive Racing/ ORECA-Gibson 07 LMP2 -21 laps
12 30 | Nicolas Jamin (FRA) Pierre Ragues (FRA) Romain Dumas (FRA) Dugqueine Engineering/ ORECA-Gibson 07 LMP2 -22 laps
13 23 | WillStevens (GBR) Rene Binder (AUT) Julien Canal (FRA) Panis Barthez Competition / Ligier-Gibson JSP217 LMP2 -28laps
14 39 | Jonathan Hirschi (CHE) Tristan Gommendy (FRA) Vincent Capillaire (FRA) | Graff/ ORECA-Gibson 07 LMP2 -23 laps
15 25 | Andrea Pizzitola (FRA) David Zollinger (FRA) John Falb (USA) Algarve Pro Racing/ ORECA-Gibson 07 LMP2 -28 laps
16 20 | Anders Fjordbach (DNK) Dennis Andersen (DNK) Mathias Beche (CHE) | High Class Racing / Ligier-Gibson JSP217 LMP2 -29 laps
17 50 Nick Boulle (USA) Erwin Creed (FRA) Romano Ricci (FRA) Larbre Competition / Ligier-Gibson JSP217 LMP2 -30 laps
18 47 | Giorgio Sernagiotto (ITA) Roberto Lacorte (ITA) Andrea Belicchi (ITA) Cetilar Villorba Corse / Dallara-Gibson P217 LMP2 -33 laps
19 32 | AlexBrundle (GBR) Ryan Cullen (IRL) Will Owen (USA) United Autosports / Ligier-Gibson JSP217 LMP2 -37 laps
20 51 | Alessandro Pier Guidi(ITA) James Calado (GBR) Daniel Serra (BRA) AF Corse / Ferrari 488 GTE ‘evo’ GTEPro |-43laps
21 91 Gianmaria Bruni (ITA) Richard Lietz (AUT) Frederic Makowiecki (FRA) Porsche GT Team / Porsche 911 RSR GTEPro |-43laps
22 93 | Nick Tandy (GBR) Patrick Pilet (FRA) Earl Bamber (NZL) Porsche GT Team/ Porsche 911 RSR GTEPro [-43laps
23 68 Dirk Muller (DEU) Joey Hand (USA) Sebastien Bourdais (FRA) Ford Chip Ganassi Team USA/Ford GT GTEPro [-43laps
24 67 | Harry Tincknell (GBR) Andy Priaulx (GBR) Jonathan Bomarito (USA) Ford Chip Ganassi Team UK/ Ford GT GTEPro |-43laps
25 69 | Richard Westbrook (GBR) Ryan Briscoe (AUS) Scott Dixon (NZL) Ford Chip Ganassi Team USA/Ford GT GTEPro |-44laps
26 66 | Olivier Pla(FRA) Stefan Mucke (DEU) Billy Johnson (USA) Ford Chip Ganassi Team UK/ Ford GT GTEPro |-45laps
27 29 | Giedovander Garde (NLD) Frits van Eerd (NLD) Nyck de Vries (NLD) Racing Team Nederland / Dallara-Gibson P217 LMP2 -45 laps
28 94 | MathieuJaminet (FRA) Sven Muller (DEU) Dennis Olsen (NOR) Porsche GT Team / Porsche 911 RSR GTEPro [-46laps
29 63 | Antonio Garcia (ESP) Jan Magnussen (DNK) Mike Rockenfeller (DEU) | Corvette Racing / Chevrolet Corvette C7.R GTEPro |-48laps
30 92 Kevin Estre (FRA) Michael Christensen (DNK) Laurens Vanthoor (BEL) | Porsche GT Team / Porsche 911 RSR GTEPro |-48laps
31 82 | Antonio Felixda Costa (PRT) Augusto Farfus (BRA) Jesse Krohn (FIN) BMW Team MTEK/BMW M8 GTE GTEPro |-50laps
32 85 | Jeroen Bleekemolen (NLD) Ben Keating (USA) Felipe Fraga (BRA) Keating Motorsports / Ford GT GTEAm |-51 laps
33 56 | JorgBergmeister (DEU) Patrick Lindsey (USA) Egidio Perfetti(NOR) Team Project 1/Porsche 911 RSR GTEAm |-51laps
34 84 | Jeff Segal (USA) Rodrigo Baptista (BRA) WeiLu (CAN) JMW Motorsport/ Ferrari 488 GTE GTEAm |-51 laps
35 62 | ToniVilander (FIN) Cooper MacNeil (USA) Rob Smith (GBR) WeatherTech Racing / Ferrari 488 GTE GTEAm [-52laps
36 77 | Matt Campbell (AUS) Christian Ried (DEU) Julien Andlauer (FRA) Dempsey-Proton Racing / Porsche 911 RSR GTEAm |-53laps
37 57 | Kei Cozzolino (ITA) Takeshi Kimura JPN) Come Ledogar (FRA) CarGuy Racing / Ferrari 488 GTE GTEAm [-53laps
38 78 | Vincent Abril (FRA) Louis Prette Jr(MCO) Philippe Prette (MCO) Proton Competition / Porsche 911 RSR GTEAm |-53laps
39 61 Luis Perez-Companc (ARG) Matt Griffin (IRL) Matteo Cressoni (ITA) Clearwater Racing / Ferrari 488 GTE GTEAm |[-54laps
40 86 | BenBarker (GBR)Mike Wainwright (GBR) Thomas Preining (AUT) Gulf Racing / Porsche 911 RSR GTEAmM |-54laps
41 83 | Rahel Frey (CHE) Manuela Gostner (ITA) Michelle Gatting (DNK) Kessel Racing/ Ferrari 488 GTE GTEAm |-55laps
42 89 | OliverJarvis (GBR) Pipo Derani (BRA) Jules Gounon (FRA) Risi Competizione / Ferrari 488 GTE ‘evo’ GTEPro |-56 laps
43 70 | Motoakilshikawa (JPN) Olivier Beretta(MCO) Eddie Cheever (ITA) MR Racing/ Ferrari 488 GTE GTEAm |-57 laps
44 90 | Charlie Eastwood (GBR) Salih Yoluc (TUR) Euan Hankey (GBR) TF Sport/ Aston Martin Vantage GTE GTEAm |[-58laps
45 54 | Giancarlo Fisichella (ITA) Thomas Flohr (CHE) Francesco Castellacci (ITA)| Spirit of Race / Ferrari 488 GTE GTEAm |-58laps
46 97 | Maxime Martin (BEL) Alex Lynn (GBR) Jonny Adam (GBR) Aston Martin Racing / Aston Martin Vantage GTE GTEPro |-60laps
47 34 | Jakub Smiechowski (POL)James Winslow (GBR) Nigel Moore (GBR) | Inter Europol Competition / Ligier-Gibson JSP217 LMP2 -60 laps
48 60 | AndreaPiccini (ITA) Claudio Schiavoni (ITA) Sergio Pianezzola (ITA) Kessel Racing / Ferrari 488 GTE GTEAm [-61 laps
49 81 | Martin Tomczyk (DEU) Nicky Catsburg (NLD) Philipp Eng (AUT) BMW Team MTEK/BMW M8 GTE GTEPro |-76laps
NC 43 | Norman Nato (FRA) John Farano (CAN) Arjun Maini IND) RLR M Sport/Tower Events / ORECA-Gibson 07 LMP2 295 laps
R 31 | Anthony Davidson (GBR) Roberto Gonzalez (MEX) Pastor Maldonado (VEN) | DragonSpeed / ORECA-Gibson 07 LMP2 245 laps/accident damage
R 37 | Ricky Taylor (USA) David Heinemeier Hansson (DNK) Jordan King (GBR)| Jackie Chan DC Racing/ ORECA-Gibson 07 LMP2 199 laps/gearbox
R 17 | Stephane Sarrazin (FRA) Egor Orudzhev (RUS) Sergey Sirotkin (RUS) | SMP Racing/ BRE-AERBR1 LMP1 163 laps/accident
R 4 Tom Dillmann (FRA) Oliver Webb (GBR) Paolo Ruberti (ITA) ByKOLLES Racing Team/ENSO CLM-Nissan P1/01 | LMP1 163 laps/gearbox
R 49 | Miro Konopka (SVK) Henning Enquist (SWE) Konstantin Tereschenko (RUS) | ARC Bratislava/ Ligier-Gibson JSP217 LMP2 160 laps/accident damage
R 71 Davide Rigon (ITA) Sam Bird (GBR) Miguel Molina (ESP) AF Corse / Ferrari 488 GTE ‘evo’ GTEPro |140laps/engine
R 95 | Nicki Thiim (DNK)Marco Sorensen (DNK) Darren Turner (GBR) Aston Martin Racing / Aston Martin Vantage GTE GTEPro [132laps/accident
R 98 | PedroLamy (PRT) Paul Dalla Lana (CAN) Mathias Lauda (AUT) Aston Martin Racing / Aston Martin Vantage GTE GTEAm |87 laps/accident
R 64 | Oliver Gavin (GBR) Tommy Milner (USA) Marcel Fassler (CHE) Corvette Racing / Chevrolet Corvette C7.R GTEPro |82laps/accident
R 88 | Matteo Cairoli (ITA) Satoshi Hoshino (JPN) Giorgio Roda (ITA) Dempsey-Proton Racing / Porsche 911 RSR GTEAm |79 laps/accident
R 10 | BenHanley (GBR)Henrik Hedman (SWE) Renger van der Zande (NLD) | DragonSpeed/BRE-Gibson BR1 LMP1 76 laps/gearbox
W 99 | Patrick Long (USA) Tracy Krohn (USA) Nic Jonsson (SWE) Dempsey-Proton Racing / Porsche 911 RSR GTEAm |Olaps/practice crash
Winner’s average speed 135.805mph. Fastest lap Conway 3m17.297s (154.490mph). LM P2 Vaxiviere 3m27.611s (146.815mph). GTE Pro Makowiecki 3m49.831s (132.621mph). GTE Am Cairoli 3m52.567s (131.061mph).
Ferrari ends long Le Mans win drought
Ferrariscoreditsfirst ledtothe Corvette gettingheld
GTE Proclassvictory since attheend of pitlane, handing
2014 after James Calado, the Ferrariaone-minutelead
Alessandro Pier Guidiand itwasabletonursetotheflag.
Daniel Serracameouton Any chance of Corvette
top after afiercebattle salvaging a podium finish was
with theleading carsfrom lost when Magnussen spun
Porsche and Corvette. and hitthebarriersatthe
Thevagariesof thesafetycar Porsche Curves, with the Dane
periodsessentially turnedthe  clippingakerboncoldtyres
battle for honoursinto a two- and simply losing control. Ferrariof Calado,Pier Guidi and Serrahad close battle withleading Porsche and Corvette
horseracebetween the #51 Corvette had already lost
Ferrari488 GTE and the #63 one car when Marcel Fassler remainingspotsonthe Tandy, Bamber and Pilet four through seven, while
Corvette C7.R of Antonio crashed atthe samepartof podium, with the #91 World could havefinished ashigh problemsinthenight cost
Garcia, Jan Magnussen and the track towards the end of Endurance Championship- assecond withoutalate10s the #92 Porsche crew any
Mike Rockenfeller heading the sixth hour, theresult of entered Manthey-run car of penaltyfor crossingthewhite  chance of defending their
intothe morninghours. contact withthe #88 Dempsey-  GianmariaBruni, Frederic lineon pitentry, but there 2018 victory. But 10th was
However, Nyck de Vries’ Proton Porsche of Satoshi Makowieckiand Richard wasnothingeither Porsche stillenough toensure
high-speed off inthe Racing Hoshinofor whichthestewards Lietzbeatingthebestof the could doabout Ferrariafter Kevin Estre and Michael
Team Nederland Dallara judged Fassler toblame. IMSA entries, the #93 of the pivotal safety car. Christensen came away
LMP2atIndianapolis Behind the winning Ferrari, Nick Tandy, Earl Bamber Ford’s quartet of retro- with WEC title honours.
prompted a safety carthat Porschefilled out the and Patrick Pilet. liveried GTsfilled out places Jamie Klein

Photos: LAT

GTE AM

ol .
Keating crew unstoppable

Ford has one
reason to cheer

While Ford didn’t get
the Le Mans send-off
inthe GTE Pro class it
had been hankering for,
the Blue Oval could take
solace in the first-ever
private customer of a GT,
Keating Motorsports,
winning on the first
time of askingina

tense GTE Am battle.

Owner-driver Ben
Keating and his
co-drivers in the #85
machine, Jeroen
Bleekemolen and Felipe
Fraga, were the class of
the field virtually the
entirerace, helped by
a 10kg weight break
handed to the American
car after qualifying -
which had been
dominated by Porsche.

Rapid early stints
from Bleekemolen and
Fragahelped the Ford
tobuild alap’s lead by
sunrise, but the tables
started to turn when
Keating himself took
over for the majority of
the second half of the
racein order to fulfil his
minimum drive time.

This is when the
Project 1 Porsche 911
RSR of Jorg Bergmeister,
Egidio Perfetti and
Patrick Lindsey edged
back into the fray,
boosted by a spin for
Keating at the Dunlop
chicane in the morning
hours. That was followed
by a stop-and-go penalty
for the Texan driver as a
result of spinning up his
wheels during his
penultimate pitstop.

That reduced the gap
between the lead two
carstoascantfive
seconds, but Keating
was able to hand back
to Bleekemolen for the
runto the flag-and the
Dutch driver had his
opposite number at
Project 1, Bergmeister,
under control even
before the Porsche
had to pit with nine
minutes left on the clock
for a splash of fuel.

The final gap between
the two lead cars was 44s,
with a virtually identical
margin splitting the
Project 1 crew (who
sealed WEC title
honours) from the third-
placed car, the JIMW
Motorsport Ferrari 488
GTE of Jeff Segal, Wei
Lu and Rodrigo Baptista.
Jamie Klein
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F1 ROUND-UP

Max speaks out

Red Bull’'s Max Verstappen says
there is too much self-interest
from teamsin Formula 1 and
there needs to be “one person

in charge” to sort the rules out
properly. “Everyone’s talking for
themselves — Mercedes is of
course very happy with these
regulations,” said Verstappen.
“Teams who are not doing so well
atthe moment of course want
different regulations. Ifyou have a
Ferrari engine as a customer team,
you are with Ferrari, and if you

are a customer team at Mercedes,
then you are with Mercedes.
There is so much politics behind
this. There should be just one
person atthe FOM or the FIA

who says: ‘OK guys, this is it’.”

Rules delay

Formula 1 teams and series chiefs
have unanimously agreed to delay the
presentation of the 2021 regulations
until October, following a summit
meeting on Thursday joined by world
champion Lewis Hamilton and Renault

driver Nico Hulkenberg. The FIA invited A " AT = .
teamsto a gathering at its headquarters . y HasrEnRSIcYs
to try to break the deadlock over the - v — s
signing off of plans for the 2021 rules - b ’ MAHLE
overhaul, with the meeting also P— . f .y

attended by technical chiefs, Pirelli, and - [ | 1
ex-F1 racerturned Grand Prix Drivers’ .

Association chairman Alexander Wurz.
Vettel (r) rejoins in _.—-——-ﬁ——i'-ﬁh—
Bottas awoken Hamilton’s path T ———————
Valtteri Bottas says that his
Canadian Grand Prix weekend

was “a bit of awake-up call” in By Jonathan Noble With Ferrari well aware that such decisions, providing thata “significant
the Formula 1 title battle. Bottas in-race sanctions cannot be appealed, and new element” is discovered that
has fallen to 29 points adrift of The Ferrari Formula 1 team has any effort to take the matter to the was not available at the time theruling
team-mate Lewis Hamilton,who withdrawn its intention to appeal International Court of Appeal was was made.
took his fifth win from the first Sebastian Vettel’s Canadian always likely to be unsuccessful. The code states that the period
sevenraces of the seasonin Grand Prix penalty and has now Shortly before the deadline expired, during which a petition for review
controversial circumstancesin requested for an official review a Ferrari spokesperson confirmed can happenis 14 days after thefinal
Montreal. “l can’treally afford of theincident. the team has informed the governing classification was made, which meant
many of these type of weekends Ferrarihad untillast Thursday body it will not be taking the appeal Ferrarihad untilrace day of the French
if Iwant to fight for the title,” evening (June 13) to confirm whether any further. Grand Prix to go down thisroute.
said Bottas. “l have to move on. itintended to go through with its But Ferrarisince assessed whether Ferrari willnow be required to
Maybe it was a bit of a wake-up appeal against thefive-second penalty torequest an official FIA review of the lodge whatnew evidence it has,
call again. ’m sure | can always that Vettel washanded for rejoining incident based on new evidenceitis which will then be evaluated either
learn from that.” thetrack in an unsafe manner and gatheringand hasdecided todoso. by the four stewards who were on
forcing Lewis Hamilton off the circuit The FIA’s own International duty at the Canadian GP or
Harder racing duringtheir Montreal lead battle. The Sporting Code gives competitorsan replacements nominated by the

Mercedes team boss Toto Wolff penalty handed victory to Hamilton. option for a post-event review of governing body. Vettel was furious after his penalty
wants a discussion with Formula 1
stakeholders to establish new rules
for 2021 that allow drivers to engage
in “harderracing”. After the Canadian
Grand Prix in which Mercedes driver
Lewis Hamilton took victory following
acontroversial penalty for Ferrari’s
Sebastian Vettel, Wolff defended the

Hamilton helieves Ferrari has superior engine power mode that Mercedes cannot match

Canadian GP stewards on the basis Ferrari’s Formulalenginehasa whoisadamant Mercedeshasa in Canada, where Mercedes felt atthemoment there.”

they were only following the current power mode that Mercedescannot clear engine deficit to overcome. itwaslosingasmuch as six tenths Ferrari’s straightline advantage
rulebook, but he believes this should match, reckons championship “They were soquick on the of asecond on the straights. isalsoboosted by its aerodynamic
be amended. “The penalty was what leader Lewis Hamilton. straights,” said Hamilton. “They “Intheracelknowall of a concept, having chased more

the rules say and the stewards acted Mercedes has won all seven definitely have another power sudden they pick up alot of pace efficient performance compared to
I think according to the rules,” said grands prix sofarthisseason modethat wecurrentlydon’thave. onthestraights[aswell]butthat’s Mercedes’ greater peak downforce.
Wolff. “If we're not happy with the rules and Hamilton has taken five of “So, all of asudden they turn thename of the game,” added Canadahadbeen Ferrari’sbest
because we like harder racing, count those victories, with the most up the power and he pulls away Hamilton. “They’ve clearly done chance of defeating Mercedes

me in. Then the stewards will take recent a controversial winin massively on the straight, even agreatjob with their power unit. sincethe Bahrain GP at theend of
another decision because the rules will Canada earlier thismonth. if Thave DRS open.” “There used tobe a point where March, prompting Hamilton to

be different. Let's look at the rules and Sebastian Vettel’slost victory Hamilton said his statement is Mercedes was ahead inthatarea suggest that “we’ve got work

see how we can get it right for 2021 in Montreal left thelead Ferrari “notanassumption” because the by agood chunk. We’ve got work todo” butadding “atleast we’ve
so we can encourage hard racing.” Merc manison top driver 62 points adrift of Hamilton, evidence wastherein qualifying todothere. They are ahead of us gotagoodfight”.
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Sanya not yet confirmed
on 2019/20 FE schedule

EXPANDED FE CALENDAR AND
RULE:CHANGES /ANNOUNGED

The 2019/20 Formula E season will
berunoverl4roundsin 12 cities.
Tworounds were announced
without assigned cities following
last week’s FIA World Motor Sport
Councilmeetingin Paris, with existing
racesin Marrakech and at Sanya, as
well asa Swissrace, missingfrom the

current form of the calendar.

FE’ssixth season will begin with
the Ad Diriyah E-Prixin Saudi Arabia,
with tworounds set to take place on
November 22-23,2019. Thisisamonth
earlier than expected following negative
feedback from the teamsregarding
holdingtherace onthe penultimate

weekend in December.

The third round of the 2019/20 season

was expected to be Santiago, with
Marrakech missing out altogether, but
the Chilean capital hasnow been given
theroundfourslot. The third raceis
currentlylisted as TBC, with Marrakech
understood to still be in contention for
holding the event, although negotiations
with several cities are still on-going.

After Santiago, FE willreturn to
Mexico City and Hong Kong. The
followingraceisalsolistedasTBC
butitisunderstood that this will be
announced as the second Sanya E-Prix
following further negotiations.

Europeanracesin Rome, Parisand
Berlinfollow in their traditional slots,
butthe inauguralrace in Seoul will take
place before therace at Tempelhof.

New York returnsinadJunesingle-
header slot, with London’s new ExCeL
Centrerace completing the calendar.
Thetracks at Santiago, Mexico City and
Hong Kong will be lengthened following
the addition of a 12th team for 2019/20.

The FIA hasalsotweaked FE’s
sporting and technical rules. From next
season, a setamount of energy will be
deducted from each car after each safety
car or full course yellow interruption.
The exactamount will be determined
by thelength of therace suspension
and will be equal to IKWh per minute
forthe duration of the caution period.

Themovefollows significant
criticismof theraceformatrulesin
thefirst season of the Gen2era, as

the current arrangement meansany
race suspensionremoves the need for
driverstosignificantly save energy.

The attack mode power level will rise
by 10kW to 235k W for next season, and
drivers will alsonolonger be allowed to
activate the system during FCY or safety
car periods. An additional point will also
be awarded to the driver topping the
group running phase of qualifying.

The FIA hasalsobanned theuse
of twin motor powertrains for next
season, which isexpected toimpact the
Nissan e.damsteam. Althoughithas
never publicly confirmedits 2018/19
powertrain arrangement, the teamis
widely understood tobe the only FE
squad with such asystem.

New Rome Motorsport
Games contest to he held

A new Olympics-style event
called the FIA Motorsport Games
will be launched later this year.
The multidisciplinary
competition was announced as
afour-day eventin Rome from
October 31 to November 3, and
is expected to take place at the

Vallelunga circuit north of the
Italian city.

Drivers will represent their
countries across six different
categories: GT racing, touring
cars, Formula 4, drifting, a
karting slalom and “digital
motorsport”. Gold, silver and
bronze medals will be awarded
and contribute towards an

overall medal table.

No details have been shared
about the level the event will be
pitched at, and whether factory-
backed or professional drivers
from GT racing and touring cars
will be allowed to enter.

Motorsport has alimited history
of nation-based events, which had
not been held in an official FIA-
recognised capacity until the GT
Nations Cup last year in Bahrain
for bronze/silver-rated drivers.

“Different sports will be
represented and the first
series we will have in Italy,
at Vallelunga,” said FIA
president Jean Todt.

“Theidea of allowing access
tomany countries, to many
teams, to participate in as
many categories as possible
issomething that looks
very promising.”

Similar-style concepts have
existed in the past, with the
A1GP series billed as the
‘World Cup of motorsport’.

A1GP featured similar concept

OUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Prema boss Rene Rosin
says Ferrari Formula 1
junior Mick Schumacheris
not “far away” from strong
results in Formula 2, and
needs to turn “bad luck
into results”. Schumacher,
son of seven-time F1
champion Michael, lies
15thinthe F2 standings
scoring points in three of
eightraces so far this
season. “If we look on the
points side, it’s quite
negative, we haven’t
achieved what we have
expected to achieve,”
Rosin told MN. “If | look at
the performance side we
are there, we just need to
turn bad luck into results.

I don’t see that being very
far away.” The series visits
Paul Ricard this weekend
alongside F1 and FIA
Formula 3... NASCAR Truck

: Seriestitle contender Johnny
: Sauter could be suspended

: for ramming rival Austin Hill

¢ underyellows in aretaliatory
: move atlowa Speedway last
: weekend. Sauter, the 2016

: champion, had been putinto
: the wall by Hill in what was

: already payback for an earlier
: clash. Under the subsequent
: caution, Sauter drove back

: ontrackin his wrecked truck
: and hit Hillagain. NASCAR

: parked Sauterand is now

: considering punishments...
: Adam Carroll took a

: much-awaited victoryin

: the Ferrari Challenge

: Europe supportrace atLe
: Mans last weekend. Carroll
: had lined up third on the

: grid, but made a feisty start
: and took second place

: polesitter Louis Prette.
: Carroll, the 2009 A1GP
: champion managed to

overtake Prette on the run

Schumacher not“far away” from strong F2 results

: the Porsche Curves and into
: the Ford chicane. Carroll

' nevertheless continued

: hischase and made a

: almost straight-away from
: Bjorn Grossman, before
: beginning his pursuit of

: into Indianapolis, but lost it
: again when Prette executed
: aperfect pass on the exit of

: move on Prette stick in the
: closing stages of the race,
: handing him the win.

IndyCar champion Dixon approves of aeroscreen

IndyCar’snew aeroscreen, developed
by Red Bull Advanced Technologies,
“ticksalotmore boxes” than thehalo,
accordingto series champion Scott
Dixon, whohasbeeninvolvedin the
screen’sdevelopment.

The aeroscreen, which will be
introduced for the 2020 IndyCar season,
utilisesa titanium frame similar in shape
tothehalo, whichisbeingintroduced
across FIA single-seater categories.

Butthe IndyCar screen’s halo structure
holds apolycarbonate laminated screen.

Dixon hasbeen involved in the test
and development programme of the
IndyCar version.

“It coversamuch bigger window,
Ithinkit’s good. It’s maybe where the
haloneedstogo,” hesaid.

“Aesthetically everyoneis goingto
have their opinions, but safety-wise
it’'sabigstep forward.”

Aeroscreen will be
added for 2020
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Croft will feature i _ _ . 7y
in August 2020 . . et - A : JCALENDAR

2020 BritishTouring Car Championship

RDS DATE VENUE/CIRCUIT

1-3 March 28-29 Donington Park (National) 1
4-6 April11-12 Brands Hatch (Indy) ;
7-9 April 25-26 Silverstone (National)
10-12 |May16-17 Thruxton -
13-15 [June13-14 Oulton Park (Island) ™
16-18 |July25-26 Snetterton (300) )
19-21 |August15-16  |Croft 2
22-24 | August 29-30 Knockhill )
25-27 | Sept26-27 Silverstone (International) (s
28-30 |October10-11 |BrandsHatch (Grand Prix) <

~ REACTION
The revised roster has been greeted with a thumbs

up by competitors who are looking forward to a
new challenge.

Ash Sutton

BMR Racing Subaru driver
and 2017 champion

“Ithink itis a really exciting change.
Itis something different and it will
mix things up forthe BTCC fans. It
will take the teams and drivers out
of their comfort zone too, and that
will be agood thing.”

Matt Neal
Team Dynamics Honda driver
and three-time title winner
“Itis going to be agreat new
challenge to go to the revamped

TONE LAYOUT

Firstiinternational track visit for:tin-top series amid 20 shake-up

By Matt James which wasbased in thenorthern before the mid-season break, while Rockingham dropped out of the Silverstone International layout —
partof thesite, waslast used by Croftmovesto August afteratripto calendar after 2018, and we said we itis going to be something the
The British Touring Car the BTCCin 2004. Snetterton. Thishasbeenreworked = would move thateventaround the drivers and engineers really need

tofitin with the demands of ITV4,
which alsohas commitmentsto
show the Euro 2020 football
competition and the Tour de France.

The schedule will conclude
again onthe Brands Hatch Grand
Prix circuit on October 10-11.

“Itisaninterestingline-up,
andithasbeen wellreceived,” said
BTCC chief executive, Alan Gow.
“Asalways, wetake pridein
confirming our schedule thisearly to
allow therest of British motorsport
toplan theirsaccordingly.

“Wehad a ‘spare’ round after

country. There are two visits to
Thruxtonin 2019, but we always had
itinmind tolook at other venues.
“Silverstone was keen for another
round and it ticks the boxes because
ithasdifferentlayouts we can use.
We will give the International
circuitatry,andit will be greatto
bebased out of the Wingpitlane.”
The1.85-mile Silverstone
International circuitincludes
the Hangar Straight, Stowe, Vale
and Club Corner, before heading
into Abbey, Farm and Village
beforelinking in to Chapel Curve.

Championship will feature a
radically-revised calendarfor
the 2020 season, with a new
layout added to the roster for
thefirsttimein 18 years.

The 10-meeting 2020 schedule
containsaround on the Silverstone
International layout, which
comprises configuration on the
south end of the circuit. Itisthe
first time that the championship
hasused thatlayout since the
creation of the Wing pits complex.

Thepreviousincarnation of
Silverstone International,

Other changesinclude the opening
round of the series beingheld at
Donington Park rather than the
BrandsHatch Indy circuit, which
hasbeen the starting point for
the competition since 2011.

Brands Hatch Indy will be the
second round before the visit
to Silverstone International.

The Oulton Park and Croft rounds,
which usually form the backbone
of the season in June and have
traditionally been rear-wheel-drive
friendly circuits, have been split.

Oulton ParkremainsinJune

to think about. It's good: we don't
want the series to get stale.”

Rob Collard
Independents Trophy winner
and 15-time race winner

“It will also give the spectators who
might not go to the grand prix the
chance to see the cars tackling
different types of corners —which
will be exciting for us to sample too.
Iltis great for Silverstone too. lam
allin favour of it, and mixing up the
middle of the calendar means

it will have a different feel.”

Title-winning team manager back in the tin-top pitlane with BMR Racing role

Turkington and hisWSR team-mates have less turbo

BMW power pegged hy series officials

British Touring Car
Championship technical
bosses pegged back the WSR
BM