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ALONSO
AND TOYOTA

RULE LE MANS
By Matt James

Toyota racers Kazuki Nakajima, 
Sebastien Buemi and Fernando 
Alonso wrapped up a dramatic win 
at Le Mans and with it claimed the 
World Endurance Championship.

The Toyota TS050 HYBRID was able 
to capitalise on problems for the sister 
machine of  Mike Conway, Kamui 
Kobayashi and Jose Maria Lopez, which 
suffered a puncture and got stuck in gear 
during the final hour of  the French classic.

It was Alonso’s first world crown since 
he won the F1 title in 2006. The Spaniard 
said: “After 18 months, we won Le Mans 
two times  and we are world champions. 
Sometimes the luck is on your side and you 
havetotakeadvantageof thesemoments.”
LeMansfuture,p2-3LeMansreport,p4-7
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Heartbreak at La Sarthe 
as Brit Conway loses out
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Two manufacturers sign up as hypercar

ByMattJames

AstonMartinandToyota
are thefirstmanufacturers
tocommit to thenewly
definedhypercar regulations,
whichareset to revolutionise
theWorldEndurance
Championship for the
2020-21season.

Thetopclassinendurance
racingwillbeopeneduptoeither
bespokeprototypesorroad-going
basedhypercars,andtheywillbe
abletouseeitheracombustion
engineorahybridsystem.

AstonMartinhasconfirmed
thatitwill fielditsValkyrie
hypercar,anditsdesignwould
bedoneinconjunctionwithF1
aerodynamicsguruAdrian
Newey.ItwillallowtheBritish
firmtobidforitsfirstoutright
victoryatLaSarthesince1959.

Toyota,whichhasbeena
mainstayof theWECsince
itrejoinedthearenain2012,
hasremainedcommittedto
thecategoryevenwhenother
manufacturerssuchasAudi,
PeugeotandPorschewithdrew
fromthediscipline.

Toyotatookitsfirstworld
championshipin2014and
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Wanted: Mechanics who can spot a flat 
tyre. Apply: Toyota Gazoo Racing.

Toyota will base its attack on a hybrid-powered prototype, the GR Super Sport road car

The ACO and the FIA outlined the rules for the headline classes in WEC and at Le Mans

reclaimedthetitlethisyear
asFernandoAlonso,Sebastien
Buemi and Kazuki Nakajima 
won at Le Mans last weekend 
to wrap up the crown.

Aston on the way
Aston Martin, which has been 
highly successful in the GTE 
category at Le Mans and in the 
WEC in recent seasons, will run 
a minimum of two Valkyries at 
Le Mans from 2021.

The race car is in the concept 
stage with full details yet to 
be finalised.

The announcement was made 
on the 60th anniversary of  Aston 
Martin’s victory in the 1959 
event with the DBR1 prototype 
shared by Roy Salvadori and 
Carroll Shelby.

Aston Martin president Andy 
Palmer explained that as well as 
a “certain appropriateness” to 
Aston’s return to the top tier of  
the Le Mans grid that there were 
“commercial reasons” behind
 the decision.

Palmer said: “In 2021 we will 
be launching our 003 [the so-called 
mini-Valkyrie] and the mid-
engined Vanquish, so sometimes 
the stars align.

“Theconceptof racingreal
hypercarsisacompelling
proposition that fits with our 
current business strategy – that 
is why we have thrown our hat 
in the ring.”

The entry into the top class of  
the WEC has been announced as 
a multi-year programme, which 
Palmer said would be “at least 
two or three years”.

Aston Martin is yet to reveal 
details of  the team behind the 
development of  the Valkyrie race 
car, but Palmer said that Red Bull 
Advanced Technologies and 
Newey, with which it is 
collaborating on the road car, 
would be involved.

“Naturally Adrian will be 
involved in the aerodynamics as 
he has been from the start of  the 
programme,” he said. “We will 
have partners and that is part of  
the way I prefer to go racing – we 
will pull in the best brains because 
we don’t have the big chequebook.

“This has all been put together 
relatively quickly, we haven’t 
signed all the contracts yet and we 
will announce the partners – quite 
compelling partnerships – shortly.

“We are at the rudimentary 
stages of  concept engineering 
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ASTON HEADS THE   HYPERCAR CHARGE TO LE MANS



ToyotahasreaffirmeditscommitmentevenafterclaimingthetitleatLeMansonSunday
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HYPERCAR CHARGE TO LE MANS

HOW ALONSO TOPPED LE MANS AGAIN PAGE 4

right now, but what I can tell you 
is that it will have a normally-
aspirated 6.5-litre V12 engine 
that should sound absolutely 
glorious on the Mulsanne.”

Toyota signs up
Toyota has also embraced the new 
regulations and will remain as 
a leading player in the category. 

The Japanese manufacturer has 
confirmed it will build a hypercar 
prototype rather than one based 
on a road car.

Toyota’s challenger will be 
hybrid-powered and based on 
the GR Super Sport road car. It 
is currently in the design phase, 
but testing of  the race car is due 
to start in 2020 prior to the 
’20/21 season.

“I am pleased to confirm 
that Toyota Gazoo Racing 
will continue its challenge in 
endurance racing beyond the 
current regulations,” said 
Gazoo Racing president 
Shigeki Tomoyama.

“Thank you to the ACO and FIA 
for their hard work in finalising 
these regulations, which we hope 
will bring about a new golden age 
of  endurance racing, with several 
manufacturers fighting for Le 

Mans and the World Endurance 
Championship.

“For Toyota Gazoo Racing, 
this new era of  competition 
is a fantastic opportunity to 
demonstrate our credentials not 
only as a race team against some 
of  the best in the business, but also 
as a sportscar manufacturer.”

A statement from Toyota said 
it “enthusiastically welcomes 
the future challenge of  competing 
against other sportscar 
manufacturers in the new top 
category of  WEC and the Le Mans 
24 Hours and is confident of  an 
exciting, successful period for 
endurance racing”.

Series defined
The WEC organisers, the FIA 
and ACO, took the wraps off  the 
category at Le Mans in the build 
up to last weekend’s 24 Hours.

The highlights of  the technical 
details include a revised weight, 
lowered slightly to 1100kg and a 
changed power output of  750bhp 
in order for the LMP1 replacement 
category to reach 3m30s laps in 
race trim at Le Mans.

The hybrid systems will not be 
mandatory, but those who choose 
to head down this route must not 

exceed 270bhp, with a 
GTE-based Balance of  
Performance system set
to be applied in-season to
keep the hybrid and non-hybrid
machines closely matched.

There are also containment
measures on the hybridpower
front to help peg back the
advantage of  a four-wheel-drive
system compared to the
two-wheel drive entries.

The engine regulationshave
been designed to be open,with
the prototype hypercarsallowed
to produce a “bespoke” design
or a modified derivativefroma
road-going hypercar.

The road-based hypercarswill
use a version based on theoriginal
car or manufacturer’s design.

A “regulated power curve”
and a single fuel supplierwill
also be used to help maintain
competitiveness between
the variety of  cars.

There will be freedominthe
design of  the hypercars in
terms of  body and underbody,
as long as the styling doesnot
impact on safety criteria.

Additional reporting:
Tom Errington, Gary Watkins

and Jack Cozens



Alonso, Buemi and Nakajima 
profited from sister car’s woe

T
he famous cliche
is “Le Mans
chooses its
winner”, but
Toyota almost
interfered to
decide the race.

No, this wasn’t some grand
orchestration,insteaditwasa
reactiontoamomentof utter
heartbreakthatrevivedtalk
of theToyotacurse.

While the manufacturer
celebrated back-to-back Le Mans
24 Hours victories and the World
Endurance Championship title for
Fernando Alonso, Sebastien Buemi
and Kazuki Nakajima, it was hard
not to remember the late twist in
2016 considering the disaster that
afflicted the #5 car that year.

WhileAlonsocandepartasaWEC
championandatwo-timeLeMans
winnerandfocusontheelusive

Toyota still won – but cruel bad luck meant dominant #7 car was denied. By Tom Errington
REPORT: LE MANS 24 HOURS
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LATE DRAMA PUNCTURES 
LOPEZ’S CHARGE

Photos: LAT

Leading #7 car lost race in pits

Indianapolis 500 bid, Jose Maria Lopez, 
Kamui Kobayashi and Mike Conway 
will look back on a race they somehow 
lost despite comprehensively outpacing 
the #8 Toyota.

Lopez, Kobayashi and Conway had 
conspired to lead 339 laps of  the total 
385 on offer, with Alonso, Buemi and 
Lopez never leading for more than 10 
laps at a time and usually relying on 
errors, strategy and well-timed safety 
car interventions to go ahead.

But, when it mattered, the #7 fell 
short. With around 62 minutes left 
on the clock, and having held a two-
minute lead for most of  Sunday, 
Lopez slowed between the two 
Mulsanne chicanes and TV footage 
suggested his Toyota was stuck in 
third gear.

Lopez then had to slowly drive the #7 
Toyota around the majority of  the 8.5-
mile circuit before entering the pits.

Toyota confirmed that the #7 car’s 
tyre-pressure sensors had told it that 
the car had a front-right puncture, 
with the tyre then changed at the 
penultimate pitstop. But it transpired 
the puncture was actually on the 
left-rear tyre, forcing Lopez to pit 
again the next time around.

Lopez was then unable to catch 
up to Nakajima, trailing the #8 car 
by around 20 seconds as Toyota 
cryptically informed Nakajima that 
“the situation is under control”, 

while Lopez was told to “please 
bring the car home”. Lopez admitted 
he cried on his return lap to the pits, 
knowing defeat was certain.

“I cannot describe it [the feeling when 
the problem arrived],” he said. “I cried 
all the way back to the pits – it’s so 
painful, it’s so painful, but it’s like this.

“[After] half  of  the lap, I saw the 
alarm. It wasn’t too bad, because it 
didn’t go too low so I could still go 
about 200km/h, so that’s why I didn’t 
lose much.

“The problem is that when I exited 
again with a puncture it [the pressure] 
was too low, and I was risking too 
much to blow the tyre up and lose 
everything so I had to go back to the 
pit at no more than 50km/h.”

Once the final pitstops had shaken 
out, Lopez trailed Nakajima by around 
20s and Toyota team boss Rob Leupen 
admitted the manufacturer considered 
intervening, rather than apply its 
standard strategy of  enforcing team 
orders at the final pitstop.

“We talked it through with the drivers 
and I think we did the right thing [in not 
changing the order]. Le Mans chooses 
its winner again,” Leupen said.

“It’s very difficult. We wanted to make 
it really boring, but that didn’t happen. 
The #7 car was by far the fastest of  the 
two, they all worked very hard.

“We got into a situation where we 
caught a puncture at the end, and it 

hurts a lot that the team didn’t respond 
well to that.”

And Le Mans’ choice of  winner 
stings all the more for Kobayashi 
and Conway in particular, the pair 
having now finished second at Le 
Mans in three of  the last four around-
the-clock races at La Sarthe.

The duo were also crucial in the #7 
Toyota’s early-race charge that 
established the order, while Lopez 
deserves credit for overcoming two 
mistakes in the night that could have 
cost it victory sooner than the technical 
problem that decided the result.

The #7 TS050 HYBRID first drew an 
advantage when the crew decided 
to change the set-up it had used so 
successfully through practice and 
qualifying – where it sealed pole – and 
revert to last year’s Le Mans set-up 
during the warm-up.

But come the race, it proved a 
successful change. Conway’s strong 
starting stint helped build a lead of  
over a minute clear of  the sister car 
in the opening hours, as the British 
driver left Buemi in his wake.

The #8 Toyota spent the early hours 
tweaking and changing the set-up 
through the early pitstops to find an 
answer to the leading’s car pace – 
with Alonso also reporting a loose 
door was impacting the aero.

While it did get on top of  the problem, 
it took an intervention from the safety 

car to get the #8 Toyota truly into 
the lead for the first time during the 
seventh hour – and only after the #7
 had led the first 99 laps.

Nakajima had taken advantage 
of  a slow zone, during which rain 
was falling lightly, to stop and switch 
to a new set of  slick tyres. Lopez 
stopped a lap later after the slow 
zone in anticipation of  rainfall that 
would require the intermediate 
tyre, but he was then sent back 
out on the same tyres because 
the threat did not materialise.

But the safety car influence levelled 
out when the #3 Rebellion-Gibson R-13 
of  Thomas Laurent crashed soon after 
and allowed Lopez to close on Nakajima 
before making a move for the lead.

The #8 Toyota fought back when 
Lopez made two errors in quick 
succession during the eighth hour, 
with a trip across the Mulsanne 
corner gravel allowing Nakajima 
to breeze by for the lead, before a 
minor off  at Indianapolis threatened 
to become a trend of  mistakes.

A similar to-and-fro battle would 
occur between the impressive Conway 
and Buemi after the previous two 
drivers stepped out of  the Toyotas but, 
by the mid-distance mark, the #7 car 
became increasingly dominant.

That level of  control over the other 
Toyota only made the heartbreak more 
painful. But the privateers in the field 



Signatech continued its excellent Le Mans record with another class win

SMPmachineofVandoorne,PetrovandAleshinfinishedsixlapsbehindToyotas

TURN OVER FOR GT CLASS REPORTS AND FULL RESULTS
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havecertainlyhadsimilarfeelings
overtheinabilitytotakethefightto
themanufactureroverthecourseof
aracedistance–ashasbeenthecase
throughthe2018/19superseason.

Inreality,thechallengetoToyota
atLeMansendedonthefirstlap.
GustavoMenezes’simpressive
startinthe#3Rebellionallowed
himtopassfront-rowstarter
Buemi on the first tour before 
conceding the spot soon afterwards.

But a spate of  reliability problems 
and driver errors ended any chance 
of  a true SMP Racing and Rebellion 
head-to-head.

Stoffel Vandoorne eventually  
took the #11 SMP Racing BRE-AER 
BR1 to the flag in third place, six laps 
down on the Toyotas, having played  
a key role in overcoming Rebellion  
in his first stint by hounding and  
then passing the #3 car during  
a slow pitstop.

But it was the #17 SMP car that 
looked like it had an edge over the 
privateer field until Egor Orudzhev 
crashed at the Porsche Curves.

The shunt forced the car Orudzhev 
shared with Stephane Sarrazin and 
ex-Formula 1 driver Sergey Sirotkin 
into retirement during the 11th hour.

Bruno Senna would cross the 
finishline fourth in the #1 Rebellion, 
after falling as low as 26th overall 
following an early puncture.

The#1Rebellion-GibsonR-13
overcamethesistercarafter
multiplelateincidentsresigned
last-stintdriverMenezestofifth
attheflag–sixlaps down on Senna –
and was afflicted by damper
problems in the race.

The #3 Rebellion’s most costly
moment came when Menezes –
who impressed in spells – beached
the car at the Porsche Curves and 
required recovering.

Laurent’s crash under braking on 
the Mulsanne in wet conditions also 
caused a significant delay for the #3 
Rebellion before it could continue.

ByKolles and the #10 
DragonSpeed BRE-Gibson  
BR1 were plagued by reliability 
issues and failed to make the flag, 
retiring after 163 and 76 laps of   
the total 385 respectively.

ByKolles now switches its 
attention to the incoming Hypercar 
rules after struggling with a shifter 
problem that curtailed its race in 
the early hours of  the morning after 
an earlier water leak had dropped it 
to near the rear of  the field.

It may well return for the 2020 Le 
Mans race and present a Hypercar 
project. If  the WEC is to be believed 
over the manufacturer interest in 
the new rules and the promise at 
parity, a repeat Toyota curse is 
likely to be far more damaging  

than the slower car winning.
ForDragonSpeed,thecontinual

gearboxproblemsledtoanunhappy
farewellfromLMP1asitoptsto
focusonIndyCar.

DragonSpeedisn’ttheonlyone
leavingthetoptierof LMP1to
focusonStatesideambitions.
AlonsonowleavestheWECa
two-timeLeManswinnerandas
a series champion with all eyes  
on completing the elusive final  
leg of  the triple crown: the Indy 500. 

“These kinds of  races are like a 
rollercoaster of  emotions, sometimes 
you are two minutes behind, 
sometimes you are leading,” said 
Alonso. “It was a shocking race, we 
didn’t have the pace to win the race.”

“The #7 car was quicker than us  
for 24 hours and maybe we didn’t 
deserve the victory, but we were lucky 
and it helped us to get the victory.”

How he could have used some of  
that luck in his latest Indy 500 
attempt, failing to qualify with 
McLaren earlier this year. But  
now that focus turns squarely  
to completing the triple crown.

These are the long-term  
questions that arose from the Le 
Mans week, and the deja vu of  a  
late Toyota failure will rightly  
steal the immediate headlines  
as the Japanese manufacturer’s 
dominant era continues.

This was the closest the
privateers got to Toyota

Alonso (l), Buemi (c) and Nakajima celebrate another Le Mans win, but had luck on their side

Lapierre makes it four from four
Signatech-Alpine sealed the  
World Endurance Championship 
LMP2 title in fine style as Nicolas 
Lapierre, Andre Negrao and 
Pierre Thiriet repeated their  
2018 Le Mans success. 

The #36 Alpine crew finished 
2m22s ahead of its chief title  
rival, the #38 Jackie Chan DC 
Racing ORECA driven by Ho-Pin 
Tung, Gabriel Aubry and 
 Stephane Richelmi. 

It was the third victory at the 
race for Philippe Sinaut’s team  
in four years, and continued 
Lapierre’s 100% win record in  
four LMP2 starts at Le Mans.

“We had two targets this weekend 
and it was hard to decide which  
one we should focus on,” said 
Lapierre. “In the end, winning this 
race brought us the title as well.”

Although Alpine appeared  
to have the edge over the #38  
crew, particularly after Aubry’s 
charge was halted by a puncture 
just after 0800hrs, the class victory 
had looked an unlikely outcome 
with five hours remaining.

The #26 G-Drive Racing ORECA 
of Jean-Eric Vergne, Roman 
Rusinov and Job van Uitert – which 
is not registered for WEC points – 
held a 90-second lead until, as 
Vergne described, “a little piece 

that costs basically 10 cents” failed
during a routine pitstop and meant
Rusinov could not get the car to 
start. After 20 minutes of repairs, 
G-Drive returned four laps down 
and could only finish sixth. 

“It’s cruel, but it’s the magic  
of Le Mans,” Vergne said. 
“Anything can happen, even  
in the last laps. There is nothing 
that we can do anyway.”

The #31 DragonSpeed ORECA 
Anthony Davidson shared with 
Pastor Maldonado and sometime 
Champ Car racer Roberto 
Gonzalez should have been well-
placed to take advantage, but 
Maldonado’s 17th hour shunt  
at Tertre Rouge – which he  
blamed on the low sun – meant  
it was the #28 TDS Racing  
ORECA that completed the 
podium, with Bronze driver 
Francois Perrodo joined by Loic 
Duval and Matthieu Vaxiviere. 

Poleman Duval and Vaxiviere 
completed back-to-back stints 
during the night to beat the best 
Ligier entry, the #22 United 
Autosports Ligier of Paul di  
Resta, Filipe Albuquerque and 
Phil Hanson, which lost around 
three minutes on Sunday morning 
due to a problem with its door. 

James Newbold

LMP2





Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk  JUNE 19 2019  7

Photos: LAT
LE MANS RESULTS

RESULTS

While Ford didn’t get
the Le Mans send-off
in the GTE Pro class it 
had been hankering for, 
the Blue Oval could take 
solace in the first-ever 
private customer of a GT, 
Keating Motorsports, 
winning on the first  
time of asking in a  
tense GTE Am battle.

Owner-driver Ben 
Keating and his 
co-drivers in the #85 
machine, Jeroen 
Bleekemolen and Felipe 
Fraga, were the class of 
the field virtually the 
entire race, helped by  
a 10kg weight break 
handed to the American 
car after qualifying – 
which had been 
dominated by Porsche.

Rapid early stints  
from Bleekemolen and 
Fraga helped the Ford  
to build a lap’s lead by 
sunrise, but the tables 
started to turn when 
Keating himself took 
over for the majority of 
the second half of the 
race in order to fulfil his 
minimum drive time.

This is when the  
Project 1 Porsche 911 
RSR of Jorg Bergmeister, 
Egidio Perfetti and 
Patrick Lindsey edged 
back into the fray, 
boosted by a spin for 
Keating at the Dunlop 
chicane in the morning 
hours. That was followed 
by a stop-and-go penalty 
for the Texan driver as a 
result of spinning up his 
wheels during his 
penultimate pitstop.

That reduced the gap 
between the lead two 
cars to a scant five 
seconds, but Keating  
was able to hand back  
to Bleekemolen for the 
run to the flag – and the 
Dutch driver had his 
opposite number at 
Project 1, Bergmeister, 
under control even 
before the Porsche  
had to pit with nine 
minutes left on the clock 
for a splash of fuel. 

The final gap between 
the two lead cars was 44s, 
with a virtually identical 
margin splitting the 
Project 1 crew (who 
sealed WEC title 
honours) from the third-
placed car, the JMW 
Motorsport Ferrari 488 
GTE of Jeff Segal, Wei  
Lu and Rodrigo Baptista.

Jamie Klein

Ferrariscoreditsfirst
GTEProclassvictorysince
2014afterJamesCalado,
AlessandroPierGuidiand
DanielSerracameouton
topafterafiercebattle
withtheleadingcarsfrom
PorscheandCorvette.

Thevagariesof thesafetycar
periodsessentiallyturnedthe
battleforhonoursintoatwo-
horseracebetweenthe#51
Ferrari488GTEandthe#63
CorvetteC7.Rof Antonio
Garcia,JanMagnussenand
MikeRockenfellerheading
intothemorninghours.

However,NyckdeVries’
high-speedoff intheRacing
TeamNederlandDallara
LMP2atIndianapolis
promptedasafetycarthat

ledtotheCorvettegettingheld
attheendof pitlane,handing
theFerrariaone-minutelead
itwasabletonursetotheflag.

Anychanceof Corvette
salvagingapodiumfinishwas
lostwhenMagnussenspun
andhitthebarriersatthe
PorscheCurves,withtheDane
clippingakerboncoldtyres
andsimplylosingcontrol.

Corvettehadalreadylost
onecarwhenMarcelFassler
crashedatthesamepartof
thetracktowardstheendof
thesixthhour,theresultof
contactwiththe#88Dempsey-
ProtonPorscheof Satoshi
Hoshinoforwhichthestewards
judgedFasslertoblame.

BehindthewinningFerrari,
Porschefilledoutthe

FerrariofCalado,PierGuidiandSerrahadclosebattlewithleadingPorscheandCorvette

87thLeMans24Hours,June15-16 2019 Laps:385Winner’sdistance:3259.719Weather:Overcast
POS NO DRIVERS TEAM CLASS TIME/LAPS/RETIREMENT
1 8 SebastienBuemi (CHE)KazukiNakajima(JPN)FernandoAlonso(ESP) ToyotaGazooRacing/ToyotaTS050HYBRID LMP1 24h00m10.574s
2 7 MikeConway (GBR)KamuiKobayashi (JPN)JoseMariaLopez (ARG) ToyotaGazooRacing/ToyotaTS050HYBRID LMP1 +16.972s
3 11 VitalyPetrov (RUS)MikhailAleshin (RUS)StoffelVandoorne (BEL) SMPRacing/BRE-AERBR1 LMP1 -6 laps
4 1 BrunoSenna(BRA)Neel Jani (CHE)AndreLotterer (DEU) RebellionRacing/Rebellion-GibsonR-13 LMP1 -9 laps
5 3 GustavoMenezes(USA)ThomasLaurent (FRA)NathanaelBerthon(FRA) RebellionRacing/Rebellion-GibsonR-13 LMP1 -15 laps
6 36 NicolasLapierre (FRA)AndreNegrao(BRA)PierreThiriet (FRA) SignatechAlpineMatmut /Alpine-GibsonA470 LMP2 -17 laps
7 38 Ho-PinTung(CHN)StephaneRichelmi (MCO)GabrielAubry (FRA) JackieChanDCRacing/ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 -18 laps
8 28 MatthieuVaxiviere (FRA)FrancoisPerrodo(FRA)LoicDuval (FRA) TDSRacing/ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 -19 laps
9 22 FilipeAlbuquerque(PRT)PhilHanson(GBR)PauldiResta (GBR) UnitedAutosports /Ligier-GibsonJSP217 LMP2 -20 laps
10 48 Paul-LoupChatin (FRA)PaulLafargue(FRA)MemoRojas (MEX) IdecSportRacing/ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 -21 laps
11 26 Jean-EricVergne(FRA)RomanRusinov (RUS)JobvanUitert (NLD) G-DriveRacing/ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 -21 laps
12 30 NicolasJamin (FRA)PierreRagues(FRA)RomainDumas(FRA) DuqueineEngineering/ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 -22 laps
13 23 WillStevens (GBR)ReneBinder (AUT) JulienCanal (FRA) PanisBarthezCompetition /Ligier-GibsonJSP217 LMP2 -23 laps
14 39 JonathanHirschi (CHE)TristanGommendy(FRA)VincentCapillaire (FRA) Graff /ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 -23 laps
15 25 AndreaPizzitola (FRA)DavidZollinger (FRA)JohnFalb (USA) AlgarveProRacing/ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 -28 laps
16 20 AndersFjordbach(DNK)DennisAndersen (DNK)MathiasBeche(CHE) HighClassRacing/Ligier-GibsonJSP217 LMP2 -29 laps
17 50 NickBoulle (USA)ErwinCreed(FRA)RomanoRicci (FRA) LarbreCompetition /Ligier-GibsonJSP217 LMP2 -30 laps
18 47 GiorgioSernagiotto (ITA)RobertoLacorte (ITA)AndreaBelicchi (ITA) CetilarVillorbaCorse/Dallara-GibsonP217 LMP2 -33 laps
19 32 AlexBrundle (GBR)RyanCullen (IRL)WillOwen(USA) UnitedAutosports /Ligier-GibsonJSP217 LMP2 -37 laps
20 51 AlessandroPierGuidi (ITA) JamesCalado(GBR)DanielSerra (BRA) AFCorse/Ferrari488GTE‘evo’ GTEPro -43 laps
21 91 GianmariaBruni (ITA)RichardLietz (AUT)FredericMakowiecki (FRA) PorscheGTTeam/Porsche911RSR GTEPro -43 laps
22 93 NickTandy (GBR)PatrickPilet (FRA)EarlBamber (NZL) PorscheGTTeam/Porsche911RSR GTEPro -43 laps
23 68 DirkMuller (DEU)JoeyHand(USA)SebastienBourdais (FRA) FordChipGanassiTeamUSA/FordGT GTEPro -43 laps
24 67 HarryTincknell (GBR)AndyPriaulx (GBR)JonathanBomarito (USA) FordChipGanassiTeamUK/FordGT GTEPro -43 laps
25 69 RichardWestbrook (GBR)RyanBriscoe(AUS)ScottDixon (NZL) FordChipGanassiTeamUSA/FordGT GTEPro -44 laps
26 66 OlivierPla (FRA)StefanMucke(DEU)Billy Johnson(USA) FordChipGanassiTeamUK/FordGT GTEPro -45 laps
27 29 GiedovanderGarde(NLD)FritsvanEerd (NLD)NyckdeVries (NLD) RacingTeamNederland/Dallara-GibsonP217 LMP2 -45 laps
28 94 MathieuJaminet (FRA)SvenMuller (DEU)DennisOlsen (NOR) PorscheGTTeam/Porsche911RSR GTEPro -46 laps
29 63 AntonioGarcia (ESP)JanMagnussen(DNK)MikeRockenfeller (DEU) CorvetteRacing/ChevroletCorvetteC7.R GTEPro -48 laps
30 92 KevinEstre (FRA)MichaelChristensen(DNK)LaurensVanthoor (BEL) PorscheGTTeam/Porsche911RSR GTEPro -48 laps
31 82 AntonioFelixdaCosta (PRT)AugustoFarfus (BRA)JesseKrohn(FIN) BMWTeamMTEK/BMWM8GTE GTEPro -50 laps
32 85 JeroenBleekemolen (NLD)BenKeating (USA)FelipeFraga(BRA) KeatingMotorsports /FordGT GTEAm -51 laps
33 56 JorgBergmeister (DEU)PatrickLindsey (USA)EgidioPerfetti (NOR) TeamProject1 /Porsche911RSR GTEAm -51 laps
34 84 JeffSegal (USA)RodrigoBaptista (BRA)WeiLu (CAN) JMWMotorsport /Ferrari488GTE GTEAm -51 laps
35 62 ToniVilander (FIN)CooperMacNeil (USA)RobSmith (GBR) WeatherTechRacing/Ferrari488GTE GTEAm -52 laps
36 77 MattCampbell (AUS)ChristianRied(DEU)JulienAndlauer (FRA) Dempsey-ProtonRacing/Porsche911RSR GTEAm -53 laps
37 57 KeiCozzolino (ITA)TakeshiKimura (JPN)ComeLedogar (FRA) CarGuyRacing/Ferrari488GTE GTEAm -53 laps
38 78 VincentAbril (FRA)LouisPrette Jr (MCO)PhilippePrette (MCO) ProtonCompetition /Porsche911RSR GTEAm -53 laps
39 61 LuisPerez-Companc(ARG)MattGriffin (IRL)MatteoCressoni (ITA) ClearwaterRacing/Ferrari488GTE GTEAm -54 laps
40 86 BenBarker (GBR)MikeWainwright (GBR)ThomasPreining (AUT) GulfRacing/Porsche911RSR GTEAm -54 laps
41 83 RahelFrey (CHE)ManuelaGostner (ITA)MichelleGatting (DNK) KesselRacing/Ferrari488GTE GTEAm -55 laps
42 89 Oliver Jarvis (GBR)PipoDerani (BRA)JulesGounon(FRA) RisiCompetizione/Ferrari488GTE‘evo’ GTEPro -56 laps
43 70 Motoaki Ishikawa(JPN)OlivierBeretta (MCO)EddieCheever (ITA) MRRacing/Ferrari488GTE GTEAm -57 laps
44 90 CharlieEastwood(GBR)SalihYoluc (TUR)EuanHankey (GBR) TFSport /AstonMartinVantageGTE GTEAm -58 laps
45 54 GiancarloFisichella (ITA)ThomasFlohr (CHE)FrancescoCastellacci (ITA) SpiritofRace/Ferrari488GTE GTEAm -58 laps
46 97 MaximeMartin (BEL)AlexLynn (GBR)JonnyAdam(GBR) AstonMartinRacing/AstonMartinVantageGTE GTEPro -60 laps
47 34 JakubSmiechowski (POL)JamesWinslow(GBR)NigelMoore (GBR) InterEuropolCompetition /Ligier-GibsonJSP217 LMP2 -60 laps
48 60 AndreaPiccini (ITA)ClaudioSchiavoni (ITA)SergioPianezzola (ITA) KesselRacing/Ferrari488GTE GTEAm -61 laps
49 81 MartinTomczyk (DEU)NickyCatsburg (NLD)PhilippEng(AUT) BMWTeamMTEK/BMWM8GTE GTEPro -76 laps
NC 43 NormanNato (FRA)JohnFarano(CAN)ArjunMaini (IND) RLRMSport/TowerEvents /ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 295 laps
R 31 AnthonyDavidson(GBR)RobertoGonzalez (MEX)PastorMaldonado(VEN) DragonSpeed/ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 245 laps/accidentdamage
R 37 RickyTaylor (USA)DavidHeinemeierHansson(DNK)JordanKing(GBR) JackieChanDCRacing/ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 199 laps/gearbox
R 17 StephaneSarrazin (FRA)EgorOrudzhev (RUS)SergeySirotkin (RUS) SMPRacing/BRE-AERBR1 LMP1 163 laps/accident
R 4 TomDillmann(FRA)OliverWebb(GBR)PaoloRuberti (ITA) ByKOLLESRacingTeam/ENSOCLM-NissanP1/01 LMP1 163 laps/gearbox
R 49 MiroKonopka(SVK)HenningEnqvist (SWE)KonstantinTereschenko(RUS) ARCBratislava /Ligier-GibsonJSP217 LMP2 160 laps/accidentdamage
R 71 DavideRigon(ITA)SamBird (GBR)MiguelMolina (ESP) AFCorse/Ferrari488GTE‘evo’ GTEPro 140 laps/engine
R 95 NickiThiim(DNK)MarcoSorensen(DNK)DarrenTurner (GBR) AstonMartinRacing/AstonMartinVantageGTE GTEPro 132 laps/accident
R 98 PedroLamy(PRT)PaulDallaLana (CAN)MathiasLauda(AUT) AstonMartinRacing/AstonMartinVantageGTE GTEAm 87laps/accident
R 64 OliverGavin (GBR)TommyMilner (USA)MarcelFassler (CHE) CorvetteRacing/ChevroletCorvetteC7.R GTEPro 82 laps/accident
R 88 MatteoCairoli (ITA)SatoshiHoshino (JPN)GiorgioRoda(ITA) Dempsey-ProtonRacing/Porsche911RSR GTEAm 79laps/accident
R 10 BenHanley (GBR)HenrikHedman(SWE)RengervanderZande(NLD) DragonSpeed/BRE-GibsonBR1 LMP1 76 laps/gearbox
W 99 PatrickLong(USA)TracyKrohn(USA)NicJonsson(SWE) Dempsey-ProtonRacing/Porsche911RSR GTEAm 0 laps/practice crash

Winner’s average speed 135.805mph. Fastest lap Conway 3m17.297s (154.490mph). LMP2 Vaxiviere 3m27.611s (146.815mph). GTE Pro Makowiecki 3m49.831s (132.621mph). GTE Am Cairoli 3m52.567s (131.061mph).

Ferrari ends long Le Mans win drought

remaining spots on the 
podium, with the #91 World 
Endurance Championship-
entered Manthey-run car of  
Gianmaria Bruni, Frederic 
Makowiecki and Richard 
Lietz beating the best of  the 
IMSA entries, the #93 of   
Nick Tandy, Earl Bamber  
and Patrick Pilet.

Tandy, Bamber and Pilet 
could have finished as high  
as second without a late 10s 
penalty for crossing the white 
line on pit entry, but there  
was nothing either Porsche 
could do about Ferrari after 
the pivotal safety car.

Ford’s quartet of  retro-
liveried GTs filled out places 

four through seven, while 
problems in the night cost  
the #92 Porsche crew any 
chance of  defending their  
2018 victory. But 10th was  
still enough to ensure  
Kevin Estre and Michael 
Christensen came away  
with WEC title honours.

Jamie Klein

GTE PRO

Keating crew unstoppable

Ford has one  
reason to cheer

GTE AM



Merc man is on top

RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND-UP
Max speaks out
Red Bull’s Max Verstappen says 
there is too much self-interest 
from teams in Formula 1 and 
there needs to be “one person 
in charge” to sort the rules out 
properly. “Everyone’s talking for 
themselves – Mercedes is of 
course very happy with these 
regulations,” said Verstappen. 
“Teams who are not doing so well 
at the moment of course want 
different regulations. If you have a 
Ferrari engine as a customer team, 
you are with Ferrari, and if you 
are a customer team at Mercedes, 
then you are with Mercedes. 
There is so much politics behind 
this. There should be just one 
person at the FOM or the FIA 
who says: ‘OK guys, this is it’.”

Rules delay
Formula 1 teams and series chiefs 
have unanimously agreed to delay the 
presentation of the 2021 regulations 
until October, following a summit 
meeting on Thursday joined by world 
champion Lewis Hamilton and Renault 
driver Nico Hulkenberg. The FIA invited 
teams to a gathering at its headquarters 
to try to break the deadlock over the 
signing off of plans for the 2021 rules 
overhaul, with the meeting also 
attended by technical chiefs, Pirelli, and 
ex-F1 racer turned Grand Prix Drivers’ 
Association chairman Alexander Wurz.

Bottas awoken
Valtteri Bottas says that his 
Canadian Grand Prix weekend 
was “a bit of a wake-up call” in 
the Formula 1 title battle. Bottas 
has fallen to 29 points adrift of 
team-mate Lewis Hamilton, who 
took his fifth win from the first 
seven races of the season in 
controversial circumstances in 
Montreal. “I can’t really afford 
many of these type of weekends 
if I want to fight for the title,” 
said Bottas. “I have to move on. 
Maybe it was a bit of a wake-up 
call again. I’m sure I can always 
learn from that.”

Harder racing 
Mercedes team boss Toto Wolff 
wants a discussion with Formula 1 
stakeholders to establish new rules 
for 2021 that allow drivers to engage 
in “harder racing”.After theCanadian
GrandPrix inwhichMercedesdriver
LewisHamilton tookvictory following
acontroversial penalty forFerrari’s
SebastianVettel,Wolff defended the
CanadianGPstewardson thebasis
theywereonly following thecurrent
rulebook,buthebelieves this should
beamended. “Thepenaltywaswhat
the rulessayand thestewardsacted
I thinkaccording to the rules,” said
Wolff. “Ifwe’renothappywith the rules
becausewe likeharder racing, count
me in. Then thestewardswill take
anotherdecisionbecause the ruleswill
bedifferent. Let’s lookat the rulesand
seehowwecanget it right for2021
sowecanencouragehard racing.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Hamilton believes Ferrari has superior engine power mode that Mercedes cannot match
Ferrari’s Formula 1 engine has a 
power mode that Mercedes cannot 
match, reckons championship 
leader Lewis Hamilton.

Mercedes has won all seven 
grands prix so far this season 
and Hamilton has taken five of  
those victories, with the most 
recent a controversial win in 
Canada earlier this month.

Sebastian Vettel’s lost victory 
in Montreal left the lead Ferrari 
driver 62 points adrift of  Hamilton, 

who is adamant Mercedes has a 
clear engine deficit to overcome.

“They were so quick on the 
straights,” said Hamilton. “They 
definitely have another power 
mode that we currently don’t have.

“So, all of  a sudden they turn 
up the power and he pulls away 
massively on the straight, even 
if  I have DRS open.”

Hamilton said his statement is 
“not an assumption” because the 
evidence was there in qualifying 

in Canada, where Mercedes felt 
it was losing as much as six tenths 
of  a second on the straights.

“In the race I know all of  a 
sudden they pick up a lot of  pace 
on the straights [as well] but that’s 
the name of the game,” added 
Hamilton. “They’ve clearly done
 a great job with their power unit.

“There used to be a point where 
Mercedes was ahead in that area 
by a good chunk. We’ve got work 
to do there. They are ahead of  us 

at the moment there.”
Ferrari’s straightline advantage 

is also boosted by its aerodynamic 
concept, having chased more 
efficient performance compared to 
Mercedes’ greater peak downforce.

Canada had been Ferrari’s best 
chance of  defeating Mercedes 
since the Bahrain GP at the end of  
March, prompting Hamilton to 
suggest that “we’ve got work 
to do” but adding “at least we’ve 
got a good fight”. 

Vettel/Hamilton Canada controversy rumbles on

Photos: LAT

By Jonathan Noble

The Ferrari Formula 1 team has 
withdrawn its intention to appeal 
Sebastian Vettel’s Canadian 
Grand Prix penalty and has now 
requested for an official review 
of the incident.

Ferrari had until last Thursday 
evening (June 13) to confirm whether 
it intended to go through with its 
appeal against the five-second penalty 
that Vettel was handed for rejoining 
the track in an unsafe manner and 
forcing Lewis Hamilton off  the circuit 
during their Montreal lead battle. The 
penalty handed victory to Hamilton.

With Ferrari well aware that such 
in-race sanctions cannot be appealed, 
any effort to take the matter to the 
International Court of  Appeal was 
always likely to be unsuccessful.

Shortly before the deadline expired, 
a Ferrari spokesperson confirmed 
the team has informed the governing 
body it will not be taking the appeal 
any further.

But Ferrari since assessed whether 
to request an official FIA review of  the 
incident based on new evidence it is 
gathering and has decided to do so.

The FIA’s own International 
Sporting Code gives competitors an 
option for a post-event review of  

decisions, providing that a “significant
and new element” is discovered that
was not available at the time the ruling
was made.

The code states that the period
during which a petition for review
can happen is 14 days after the final
classification was made, which meant
Ferrari had until race day of  the French
Grand Prix to go down this route.

Ferrari will now be required to
lodge what new evidence it has,
which will then be evaluated either
by the four stewards who were on
duty at the  Canadian GP or 
replacements nominated by the
governing body. Vettel was furious after his penalty

Vettel (r) rejoins in 
Hamilton’s path
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Prema boss Rene Rosin
says Ferrari Formula 1
junior Mick Schumacher is
not “far away” from strong
results in Formula 2, and
needs to turn “bad luck
into results”. Schumacher,
son of seven-time F1
champion Michael, lies
15th in the F2 standings
scoring points in three of
eight races so far this
season. “If we look on the
points side, it’s quite
negative, we haven’t
achieved what we have
expected to achieve,”
Rosin told MN. “If I look at
the performance side we
are there, we just need to
turn bad luck into results.
I don’t see that being very
far away.” The series visits
Paul Ricard this weekend
alongside F1 and FIA
Formula 3… NASCAR Truck

Series title contender Johnny
Sauter could be suspended
for ramming rival Austin Hill
under yellows in a retaliatory
move at Iowa Speedway last
weekend. Sauter, the 2016
champion, had been put into
the wall by Hill in what was
already payback for an earlier
clash. Under the subsequent
caution, Sauter drove back
on track in his wrecked truck
and hit Hill again. NASCAR
parked Sauter and is now
considering punishments…
Adam Carroll took a
much-awaited victory in
the Ferrari Challenge
Europe support race at Le
Mans last weekend. Carroll
had lined up third on the
grid, but made a feisty start
and took second place
almost straight-away from
Bjorn Grossman, before
beginning his pursuit of

polesitter Louis Prette.
Carroll, the 2009 A1GP
champion managed to
overtake Prette on the run
into Indianapolis, but lost it
again when Prette executed
a perfect pass on the exit of

the Porsche Curves and into
the Ford chicane. Carroll
nevertheless continued
his chase and made a
move on Prette stick in the
closing stages of the race,
handing him the win.

Schumacher not“far away”from strong F2 results

IndyCar champion Dixon approves of aeroscreen
IndyCar’snewaeroscreen,developed
byRedBullAdvancedTechnologies,
“ticksalotmoreboxes”thanthehalo,
accordingtoserieschampionScott
Dixon,whohasbeeninvolvedinthe
screen’sdevelopment.

Theaeroscreen,whichwillbe
introducedforthe2020IndyCarseason,
utilisesatitaniumframesimilarinshape
tothehalo,whichisbeingintroduced
acrossFIAsingle-seatercategories.

ButtheIndyCarscreen’shalostructure
holdsapolycarbonatelaminatedscreen.

Dixonhasbeeninvolvedinthetest
anddevelopmentprogrammeof the
IndyCarversion.

“Itcoversamuchbiggerwindow,
Ithinkit’sgood.It’smaybewherethe
haloneedstogo,”hesaid.

“Aestheticallyeveryoneisgoingto
havetheiropinions,butsafety-wise
it’sabigstepforward.”

A1GP featured similar concept

Aeroscreen will be 
added for 2020

A new Olympics-style event
called the FIA Motorsport Games
will be launched later this year.

The multidisciplinary
competition was announced as
a four-day event in Rome from
October 31 to November 3, and
is expected to take place at the
Vallelunga circuit north of the
Italian city.

Drivers will represent their
countries across six different
categories: GT racing, touring
cars, Formula 4, drifting, a
karting slalom and “digital
motorsport”. Gold, silver and
bronze medals will be awarded
and contribute towards an
overall medal table.

No details have been shared
about the level the event will be
pitched at, and whether factory-
backed or professional drivers
from GT racing and touring cars
will be allowed to enter.

Motorsport has a limited history
of nation-based events, which had
not been held in an official FIA-
recognised capacity until the GT
Nations Cup last year in Bahrain
for bronze/silver-rated drivers.

“Different sports will be
represented and the first
series we will have in Italy,
at Vallelunga,” said FIA 
president Jean Todt. 

“The idea of allowing access 
to many countries, to many 
teams, to participate in as 
many categories as possible 
is something that looks 
very promising.” 

Similar-style concepts have 
existed in the past, with the 
A1GP series billed as the 
‘World Cup of motorsport’. The 2019/20 Formula E season will 

be run over 14 rounds in 12 cities.
Two rounds were announced 

without assigned cities following 
last week’s FIA World Motor Sport 
Council meeting in Paris, with existing 
races in Marrakech and at Sanya, as 
well as a Swiss race, missing from the 
current form of the calendar.

FE’s sixth season will begin with 
the Ad Diriyah E-Prix in Saudi Arabia, 
with two rounds set to take place on 
November 22-23, 2019. This is a month 
earlier than expected following negative 
feedback from the teams regarding 
holding the race on the penultimate 
weekend in December.

The third round of the 2019/20 season 

was expected to be Santiago, with 
Marrakech missing out altogether, but 
the Chilean capital has now been given 
the round four slot. The third race is 
currently listed as TBC, with Marrakech 
understood to still be in contention for 
holding the event, although negotiations 
with several cities are still on-going.

After Santiago, FE will return to 
Mexico City and Hong Kong. The 
following race is also listed as TBC 
but it is understood that this will be 
announced as the second Sanya E-Prix 
following further negotiations. 

European races in Rome, Paris and 
Berlin follow in their traditional slots, 
but the inaugural race in Seoul will take 
place before the race at Tempelhof.

New York returns in a June single-
header slot, with London’s new ExCeL 
Centre race completing the calendar. 
The tracks at Santiago, Mexico City and 
Hong Kong will be lengthened following 
the addition of  a 12th team for 2019/20.

The FIA has also tweaked FE’s 
sporting and technical rules. From next 
season, a set amount of  energy will be 
deducted from each car after each safety 
car or full course yellow interruption. 
The exact amount will be determined 
by the length of  the race suspension 
and will be equal to 1kWh per minute 
for the duration of  the caution period.

The move follows significant 
criticism of the race format rules in 
the first season of the Gen2 era, as 

the current arrangement means any 
race suspension removes the need for 
drivers to significantly save energy.

The attack mode power level will rise 
by 10kW to 235kW for next season, and 
drivers will also no longer be allowed to 
activate the system during FCY or safety 
car periods. An a dditional point will also 
be awarded to the driver topping the 
group running phase of  qualifying.

The FIA has also banned the use 
of  twin motor powertrains for next 
season, which is expected to impact the 
Nissan e.dams team. Although it has 
never publicly confirmed its 2018/19 
powertrain arrangement, the team is 
widely understood to be the only FE 
squad with such a system.

Sanya not yet confirmed 
on 2019/20 FE schedule

New Rome Motorsport 
Games contest to be held 



ByMattJames

TheBritishTouringCar
Championshipwill featurea
radically-revisedcalendar for
the2020season,withanew
layoutaddedtotheroster for
the first time in18years.

The10-meeting2020schedule
containsaroundontheSilverstone
Internationallayout,which
comprisesconfigurationonthe
southendof thecircuit. It isthe
firsttimethatthechampionship
hasusedthatlayoutsincethe
creationof theWingpitscomplex.

Thepreviousincarnationof
SilverstoneInternational,

whichwasbasedinthenorthern
partof thesite,waslastusedby
theBTCCin2004.

Otherchangesincludetheopening
roundof theseriesbeingheldat
DoningtonParkratherthanthe
BrandsHatchIndycircuit,which
hasbeenthestartingpointfor
thecompetitionsince2011.

BrandsHatchIndywillbethe
secondroundbeforethevisit
toSilverstoneInternational.

TheOultonParkandCroftrounds,
whichusuallyformthebackbone
of theseasoninJuneandhave
traditionallybeenrear-wheel-drive
friendlycircuits,havebeensplit.

OultonParkremainsinJune

beforethemid-seasonbreak,while
CroftmovestoAugustafteratripto
Snetterton.Thishasbeenreworked
tofit inwiththedemandsof ITV4,
whichalsohascommitmentsto
showtheEuro2020football
competitionandtheTourdeFrance.

Theschedulewillconclude
againontheBrandsHatchGrand
PrixcircuitonOctober10-11.

“It isaninterestingline-up,
andithasbeenwellreceived,”said
BTCCchief executive,AlanGow.
“Asalways,wetakepridein
confirmingourschedulethisearlyto
allowtherestof Britishmotorsport
toplantheirsaccordingly.

“Wehada‘spare’roundafter

Rockinghamdroppedoutof the
calendarafter2018,andwesaidwe
wouldmovethateventaroundthe
country.Therearetwovisitsto
Thruxtonin2019,butwealwayshad
itinmindtolookatothervenues.

“Silverstonewaskeenforanother
roundandittickstheboxesbecause
ithasdifferentlayoutswecanuse.
WewillgivetheInternational
circuitatry,anditwillbegreatto
bebasedoutof theWingpitlane.”

The1.85-mileSilverstone
Internationalcircuitincludes
theHangarStraight,Stowe,Vale
andClubCorner,beforeheading
intoAbbey,FarmandVillage
beforelinkingintoChapelCurve.

TOURING CARS FOR NEW
SILVERSTONE LAYOUT

Title-winning team manager back in the tin-top pitlane with BMR Racing ro

BTCC MG man Smith forced to sit out free practice session after breaking the testing regulations
British Touring Car Championship 
newcomer Rob Smith was barred 
from taking part in the opening 
free practice session at Croft as 
the MG6 racer was found to have 
broken testing rules.

The 27-year-old Excelr8 driver, who 
has stepped up to the BTCC from the 

Mini Challenge this year, took part 
in a 750 Motor Club Club Enduro race 
at the North Yorkshire track on June 
1-2 in a SEAT Leon Supercopa car. 

This is against BTCC regulations, 
which preclude entrants from 
running on circuits which have yet to 
feature on the schedule. 

“I had read the BTCC regulations, 
but this rule was in the testing 
paragraphs,” said Smith. “I knew we 
weren’t going to do much testing in 
the touring car, so I hadn’t paid too 
much attention to it. I hold my hands 
up, it was a mistake.”

BTCC chief  executive Alan Gow 

said: “We decided to stop Smith 
from taking part in free practice 
one. Instead, we gave him the option 
of  watching everyone else learn the 
track with its new surface as he had 
already had that opportunity.”

Smith took two 22nd places in 
races and a 24th. 

BMW power pegged by series officials
British Touring Car 
Championship technical 
bosses pegged back the WSR 
BMW 330i M Sport cars in the 
series during an in-season 
turbo boost review.

The BMWs, which were 
new for this year, have won 
seven of the 12 BTCC races 
held so far. Champion Colin 
Turkington is top of  the 
standings heading into the 
fifth meeting at Oulton Park 
at the end of  June , while 
five-time race winner 

Andrew Jordan is fourth in 
the standings. Jordan won 
twice at Croft last weekend 
despite the reduction.

The BMW has 0.02 bar of  
boost less. WSR boss Dick 
Bennetts said: “There were 
rumours that people wanted 
our engines turned down at 
the end of  last year, so it could 
be a legacy of  that, but it is 
just something that is going 
to make our lives a little bit 
more difficult. It is the way 
the series works, I guess.” 

LegendaryBritishTouringCar
ChampionshipteammanagerIan
HarrisonhasrejoinedBMRRacing
forthemajorityof therounds
remainingonthisyear’scalendar.

Hewillheadupoperationsforthe
SubaruLevorgGTmachinesof 2017
championAshSutton,whoisthird
in the standings, and Senna Proctor, 
who is 19th in the standings.

Former Triple Eight team boss 

HarrisonguidedVauxhalltosix
driverstitles’ from2001to2008with
fourdifferentdrivers.Heranthe
factory-backedMGprogrammeup
untiltheendof 2016,whentheteam
wasabsorbedintotheBMRRacing
set-up.Harrisonpartedwayswith
theteammidwaythrough2017.

Former Williams F1 team manager 
Harrison, who is now the Deputy 
Launch Authority at Portaferry 

lifeboatstation in Northern Irelan
saidhewas pleased to be back in th
paddock.“It has been enjoyable,”
Harrison. “There are some faces
Iampleased to see, and some who I
amnotsokeen to see and, equally, 
thosewho are not keen to see me. I 
likeworking with the drivers and 
the team, and it is nice to come in 
and simply get the job done and not
have to worry about anything else.”

Croft will feature
in August 2020

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Mike Hlils Speed Images

First International track visit for tin-top series amid ’20 shake-up 

RACING NEWS

Turkington and hisWSR team-mates have less turbo

Isle of Man TT 2019 Review
coming soon - DVD, Download and Blu-ray

Buy now at dukevideo.com or call +44 (0)1 624 640 011

Ash Sutton
BMR Racing Subaru driver 
and 2017 champion
“I think it is a really exciting change. 
It is something different and it will 
mix things up for the BTCC fans. It 
will take the teams and drivers out 
of their comfort zone too, and that 
will be a good thing.”

Matt Neal
Team Dynamics Honda driver 
and three-time title winner
 “It is going to be a great new 
challenge to go to the revamped 
Silverstone International layout – 
it is going to be something the 
drivers and engineers really need 
to think about. It’s good: we don’t 
want the series to get stale.”

Rob Collard
Independents Trophy winner 
and 15-time race winner
“It will also give the spectators who 
might not go to the grand prix the 
chance to see the cars tackling 
different types of corners – which 
will be exciting for us to sample too. 
It is great for Silverstone too. I am 
all in favour of it, and mixing up the 
middle of the calendar means 
it will have a different feel.”

The revised roster has been greeted with a thumbs 
up by competitors who are looking forward to a 
new challenge.
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CALENDAR

REACTION

2020 British Touring Car Championship 

RDS DATE VENUE/CIRCUIT
1-3 March 28-29 Donington Park (National) 
4-6 April 11-12 Brands Hatch (Indy)         
7-9 April 25-26 Silverstone (National)       
10-12 May 16-17 Thruxton
13-15 June 13-14 Oulton Park (Island)      
16-18 July 25-26 Snetterton (300)               
19-21 August 15-16 Croft
22-24 August 29-30 Knockhill
25-27 Sept 26-27 Silverstone (International)
28-30 October 10-11 Brands Hatch (Grand Prix)

Harrison in BTCC return



Green makes GT4 Supercup comeback in new car after Donington Park smash
Fin Green returned to Ginetta
GT4 Supercup action in a new
car at Croft last weekend after
his hefty crash at the previous
event at Donington Park.

Green’s Total Control Racing
car was declared a write-off
after the accident in April, in
which he was collected by

oncoming competitors after
spinning at the final chicane.

With the series not making
the first of two visits to
Thruxton last month, Green
arrived at Croft with a new
G55, but no recollection of
the incident.

“The accident – I can’t even

remember what happened,”
said Green, who took a best
result of ninth. “Everything’s
OK though, thankfully.

“It’s a completely new car.
After testing, everything
feels back to normal and we
were straight back on the
pace. We had the pace to be

on the podium at Donington.”
TCR boss Lee Brookes added:

“It was unfortunate – there’s
nothing you can do in those
situations. It’s been about
trying to get the new car back
on the pace of the old car. We’re
finding things all the time and
Fin is still on the pace.”

MOTORSPORT UK LAUNCHES BENEFIT
SCHEME FOR FANS AND COMPETITORS

Photos: Gary Hawkins, Jakob Ebrey

MotorsportUKhaslauncheditsnew
Tracksidemembershipprogramme
thatoffersfansandcompetitorsawide
rangeof discountsandbenefits.

WhenDavidRichardsbecame
chairmanatthestartof lastyear,oneof
hiskeyinitialaimswasforthegoverning
bodytobecomemorepromotionaland
offermoreincentivestoencourage
peopletotakepartinmotorsport.

Anumberof discountshavealready

becomeavailabletolicenceholders
butthislatestbenefitsschemeisopen
tobothfansandcompetitors–allowing
enthusiaststotakeadvantageof
avarietyof discountsaswellas
opportunitiestogetclosertotheaction.

Fora£24.99annualfee,Trackside
memberscantakeadvantageof savings
including10%off atHalfords,15%off
AdrianFluxcarinsurance,anda10%
discountonHiltonhotelsandAviscar

rental.Therewillbefurtherdiscounts
ontrackdayandexperiencedaytickets.

Memberswillalsobeabletohelpshape
thefutureof thegoverningbodythrough
forumsandmembershipsurveys.

MotorsportUKCEOHughChambers
said:“Tracksidemembershipisa
significantnewprogrammedesigned
togetfanscloserthanevertothesport.
UKmotorsportfansareamongthemost
passionateintheworld;now,with

TracksideMembership,theyhave
anopportunitytojoinamotorsport
communitynotjustattendtheirchoice
of individualeventsandgetcloserthan
evertothesporttheylove.

“Asthegoverningbody,weare
committedtogrowingthesportand
bettermeetingtheneedsof our
customersandstakeholders.That
includesfans,aswellascompetitors,
officialsandvolunteermarshals.”

Organisers to try to rerun lost Ginetta and F4 races
GinettaJuniorandBritishFormula4
seriesorganisersarebothlooking
torearrangeracesatfutureBritish
TouringCarChampionship
meetings,afterpersistentrain
causedtwoof lastSaturday’ssupport
racesatCrofttobecalledoff.

ThesecondBritishF4racewas
stoppedafteronelapasshowers
intensifiedintheafternoon,while
thefirstGinettaJuniorcontestwas
curtailedafteronelapbehindthe
safetycar.

SubjecttoapprovalbyBTCC
organisers,TOCA,thetworaces
maybeabletorunatalatermeeting.

Ginettachampionshipmanager
AshGallaghersaid:“Theremight
stillbeanoptiontorunitagainat
anothermeeting,butit’llbeallabout
whatTOCAsayastowhetherwecan.

“It’snotanicepositiontobein.
Ideally,wewouldwanttoruniton
aweekendwhereweonlyhavetwo
[Junior]races[ratherthanthree].”

Gallagherstatedthatthiswould
nottakeplaceatthenextmeeting
atOultonParkduetoitstimetable–
withnoracingallowedtotake
placeonSundaymorning.

Priortothecancellations,the
openingGinettaGT4Supercup
racewascompleted–despitean
initialstoppage–insimilar
conditions,althoughthemajority
of driversbelieveditwasthe
correctdecisiontorace.

“Atthefirststart, itwasmaybe
closetobeingtoowet,”saidthird
placefinisherCarlitoMiracco,
“butafterthatitwasOK.Ithinkit
wastherightdecision[torace].”

BritishF4alsostatedan
intentiontore-runitscancelled
race,subjecttoapprovalalso
withavenuetobeconfirmed.

Lastyear,theseriesranafourth
raceattheKnockhilleventfollowing
thecancellationof racethreeat
OultonParkearlierintheseason.

Fans to get discounts
under new scheme

Plato punished
for Gamble clash

Smith makes racing
debut in Anglia

Motorbase Performance
driver Lewis Plato was
deducted two championship
points for his part in the
contact with George
Gamble during the opening
Porsche Carrera Cup GB
race at Croft last weekend.

Plato and Gamble, who
arrived at the Yorkshire
circuit second and third in
the standings respectively,
came to grief while disputing
second place through the
Complex at the end of the
first lap of the opening race.

The pair made contact with
each other, which sent
Gamble spinning into Jack
McCarthy, the subsequent
damage ruling Gamble out
of race two.

“The initial contact is
what caused the pile-up
with Jack and put me out
of race two, which is a
shame,” Gamble said.

“He [Plato] got some points
on his licence so the stewards
obviously thought he was in
the wrong as well, but it
doesn’t change our result.”

Platosawthingsdifferently
and believed Gamble was not
as close as he actually was
heading into the corner.

“I was aware George was
there behind me but when
I looked in my mirrors I
couldn’t see him, so I just
turned in,” Plato said.

“It wasn’t intentional
obviously, but from there
the car was too badly
damaged to get a good
result. The steering was out
by about 90 degrees to the
right, so it was pretty bad.”

Gamble has dropped to
fourth in the standings as a
result of his tough weekend.

PeterSmith,fatherof 2003Le
Mans24HourswinnerGuy,
madehiscircuitracingdebutin
theHistoricTouringCarsseries
atCadwellParklastweekend.

SmithSrhasmanyyears
of rallyingexperience
behindhimandisaregular
frontrunneronthehistoric
rallyingscene.Hetookapair
of sixth-placedfinishesdriving
aFordLotusCortina.

“IboughtaLotusCortinafor
rallyinginitially,butafterIhad
beentoGoodwoodtoseeGuy
race,Isaidtohimhowniceit
wouldbetodoittogether,”he
said.“SonowtherallyCortina
hasbeenconvertedtoarace
carandhereweare.

“It’ssodifferenttorallying
though,whenIsawasliproad
wehaveusedhereforrallying,
Ikeptwantingtoturnupit.
Thereisnorestinracingeither,
youhavetobeonitallthetime,
greatfunthough,buttiring.”
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NinthwasGreen’sbestresultashegotusedtobrandnewGinettaG55

Atrocious conditions 
forced cancellations
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Nearly40rallycarsfrom
theRalli22movement
thrilledthefansat
ShelsleyWalshover
theweekend.Agaggle
ofex-worksSubaru
ImprezaWRCs,a
Metro6R4andLancia
DeltaIntegralewere
inaction.Thebiggest
crowd-pleaserwasthe
V8FirenzaCan-Am
ofMickStrafford.

Pryce was a Welsh hero

GpBatSilverstone
GroupBrallycarswillbe in
actionat theSilverstoneClassic
onJuly26-28whentheywill take
part indemonstrationrunson
thesectionof the former track
betweenAbbeyandBridge.
Theentrywillalso includeColin
McRae’swinningSubaru Impreza
fromthe1997NetworkQRAC
Rally,amongothercars fromthe
SlowlySidewaysorganisation.

Orr’sWelshrun
IrishmanStanleyOrrwill bid to take
the lead in theBritishHistoricRally
ChampionshiponSunday’sRedKite
Stages.Anotherstronghistoric field
will tackleclassic foreststages in
SouthWalesandOrr iswellplaced
tooverhaul theabsentMatthew
Robinson in thestandings.

Porscheonthehill
Porscheswill takecentrestage
atPrescottonSaturdaywitha
bumperentry fora roundof
thePorscheClubHillclimb
Championshipandseveral
notablecarsondisplay. In the
paddockwillbe theGroupC956
racedbyDerekBellandStefan
Bellof in1983,alongwithan
ex-LeMans911RSRfrom1973.

Walkerthwarted
Former risingsingle-seaterstarMike
Walkerwasdeniedhis firstone-litre
Formula3race in51yearsbya
qualifyingshuntatCadwellParkon
Saturday.The late1960sandearly
1970sracer returned inFormula
Juniorabout fiveyearsagoand
plannedtodebuthisBrabham
BT21until anoffat theMountain
sidelined thecar for theweekend.

RareEscort
Oneof thesurvivingFordEscort
RS1700Ts,Ford’sabandoned
GroupBrallycar from1982, ranat
ShelsleyWalshover theweekend
in thehandsof IanGwynne.Only
fiveof the18carsbuiltare thought
tosurviveandGwynneran in the
Ralli22event in thecarhetends
forownerSteveRimmer. Itwas
possibly theUKcompetition
debut foranRS1700T.

Marchtribute
TheMarchstorywasmarkedat
CadwellParkwhentheone-litreF3
703sofSimonArmerandNeil
ArmstrongheadedtheHistoricF3
packout forqualifying.Theoccasion
honoured thedeathofMarch founder
RobinHerdandthe1969Cadwell
Parkdebut for the firstMarch, the693.

HISTORICS

Canon-backed Van Diemen in track return
The Canon-backed Van
Diemen RF88 raced by Kozo
Orita in British Formula
Ford is back in the UK and
will return to competition
this weekend.

Father and son Richard and
Andrew Ames have the 1988
car and Richard will contest
the Formula Ford class at
Prescott. Andrew may do
some Heritage FF races.

The car came back from

the USA and they bought
it last year. When they
researched its history they
found it was the ex-Orita
Amity Racing car.

They have now put it
back to Canon livery and
have been in touch with
Orita in Japan.

“He’s really excited about
it and has been sending us
photos of the car in 1988,”
said Andrew.

Fund officially launched to create permanent tribute to Tom Pryce
A £50,000 fund has been
officially launched to create
a permanent memorial to
Formula 1 driver Tom Pryce
in his hometown of Denbigh.

Launched last week on what
would have been Pryce’s 70th
birthday, the money will be

used to erect a statue as a
memorial to the rising star
who died in a tragic accident
in the 1977 South African
Grand Prix.

Pryce was raised in the
village of Nantglyn just outside
Denbigh and was a pupil of the

former Frongoch School in the
town. He made a meteoric rise
to fame as a racing driver and
remains the only Welshman
to have won a Formula 1 race.

Donations can be made
via gofundme.com/tom-
pryce-appeal.

By Paul Lawrence

The ex-Patrick Tambay
Formula 2 Martini from
the 1976 season will return
to racing in 10 days’ time
in the hands of Historic
F2 racer and restorer
Matthew Watts.

Watts and his team at Retro
Track and Air have rebuilt the
Martini MK19/22 and he plans
to race it on home ground at

Magny-Cours in the Historic
F2 races on June 29-30.

Tambay raced to third in
the 1976 European Formula 2
Championship with a V6
Renault engine. The chassis
was then used as a test mule
for the development of the
MK22 before being converted
to a BMW engine and ran
as a 19/22 in 1977 for
Xavier Lapeyre.

“At the moment we’re

running a BMW engine but
we might reunite it with a V6
engine in future,” said Watts.
“I’ve made some contacts for
a V6 Renault but it would be
a challenge. We’ve restored
it back to 1977 specification
with a BMW M12 engine as
a 19/22 with period livery.

“I acquired it at the end of
last year from France. It’s not
been used in about 10 years.
It was all complete and it ran

but we’ve gone right through
it. It is an exceptionally
original car and we wanted to
retain that. We don’t believe
there are any others running
or even in private ownership.”

There were around five
MK19 chassis in period and
this is the only one that is
likely to be racing. Several
went to Japan for museums
and there is one in the
museum in Magny-Cours.

Restored Formula 2 chassis to race again at Magny-Cours

EX-PATRICK TAMBAY
MARTINI TO RETURN

DOWNTHE
PUB
WITH
STUART
KESTENBAUM
Age: 70Lives:Chingford
Formula Ford veteran

IN BRIEF

‘Orr heads for
Red Kite challenge’
Escort man’s win aim, below

ANDREW JORDAN DOMINATES THE BTCC AT CROFT PAGE 18

Don Hardman runs 
his cars
“I’ve been in the kitchen business for 
40 years. I can’t afford to retire any 
time soon as I’ve got a wife  and Don 
Hardman to support! My wife Jane is 
extremely tolerant and she’s put up 
with me for 49 years. I’ve now been 
racing for 36 years and she hates it!”

He tried Sports 2000
“I did two years of Sports 2000 but 
Formula Ford has always been my 
thing and I’ve absolutely loved it. I’ve 
never been interested in saloon cars. 
I wouldn’t mind driving a GT car if 
someone else was paying.”

He’s always raced
“I’ve raced every season. I had a big 
shunt at Brands but I was back racing 
the following year. I don’t really want 
to trundle round dropping down the 
grid and already I know I’m not as 
quick as I used to be but I’m still able 
to run reasonably near the front. I’ve 
been racing Classic Formula Ford 
every year since 2007.”

Peter Dempsey was a rival
“I normally do two championships a 
year and I’ve been doing that forever 
so I’ve done hundreds of races and 
Don reckons I’ve won over 100. One 
of my best seasons was 2005 when 
I finished second to Peter Dempsey 
in every race. But he’s a class act 
and a lot younger than me and on 
occasions we were trading fastest 
laps. In my early years I was racing 
against Mark Blundell, Johnny 
Herbert – he was the fastest and 
most naturally talented person I’ve 
ever seen – Damon Hill, Eddie Irvine 
and Bertrand Gachot.”

Alain Menu was a 
team-mate
“Chris Smith ran me for the first five 
years or so that I was racing and he 
ran the works Reynards, so Alain 
Menu was my team-mate in 1987 
and in 1988 it was Jose Cordova. I 
did Sports 2000 in 1989 and 1990, 
when Bernard Dolan and Gil de 
Ferran were in the Formula Fords. 
Even then, it felt like a privilege to be 
among those kinds of people.”

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Watts will handle the 
rare French machine

Chassis was frontrunner in European F2 in 1976

Kestenbaum: Ford fanatic
March goes marching on...
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WRC is heading in
a postitive direction

A NEW STAR EMERGES IN THE JUNIOR WRC RANKS PAGE 25

RALLY NEWS

WRC’S HYBRID FUTURE COULD
INCLUDE ‘POWER BOOSTS’

By David Evans

Last week’s meeting of the
World Motor Sport Council
delivered more detail on the
long-term future of the World
Rally Championship.

The move to hybrid technology
was confirmed for 2022 along with
plans to widen the series’ appeal
to more manufacturers, a control tyre
and continuity of the Junior WRC.

The detail missing from the meeting
was the 2020 WRC calendar; the
schedule of events for next season
will instead be the subject of an
electronic vote between WMSC
members in time for the end of June.

WRC Promoter also confirmed a
long-term agreement with the FIA
for promotion of the series.

Hybrids are coming
Fundamentally, the internal
combustion element of the current
World Rally Car will not change
from what exists today: turbocharged,
1600cc, four-cylinder engines.

The FIA will then supply the
necessary motors, batteries,
converters and software to

introduce hybrid technology in 2022.
Firm regulations will be delivered

to the teams by the end of this season.
While the primary objective of hybrid

will be for fuel saving on road sections,
MN understands there will be the
potential for power boost in the stages
as well. Through the first year of hybrid,
the regeneration and deployment
strategies will be defined by the FIA
and the teams will not be able to
modify that.

This is being done in an effort
to maintain the current parity of
competition enjoyed in the series,
while at the same time aiming to deliver
reliability. From 2023, the hope is to
offer the teams the opportunity to
manage the delivery on their own.

Size and shape for 2022
In an effort to broaden the WRC’s appeal
to manufacturers – and to offer a wider
option to current teams – the FIA has
decided tubular chassis can be used
in the next generation.

The WMSC communication reads:
“Manufacturers will be allowed to use
a production bodyshell or a prototype
tubular structure to current WRC size
guidelines, while the FIA is set to define

carry-over elements from production
vehicles for key visual elements. There
will also be an option for ‘scaling’ of
the body within prescribed limits,
to allow larger cars to comply with
dimension targets.”

This means a potential return to
C segment cars – Ford’s Focus or
Hyundai’s i30 – but the key is that the
decision sits with the manufacturers.
They can run a B or C segment car or
they can take a crossover or mini
SUV-type car and, via a scaled tubular
structure, bring that to the 2022 WRC.

This is partly driven by the fact that
current manufacturers can’t agree on
B or C segment cars and partly driven
to give firms like, for example, Subaru –
which doesn’t have a car conforming
to current technical regulations – a
chance to enter the series.

While there were immediate
comparisons drawn to the spaceframe,
silhouette chassis which competed in
Group B, the modern day equivalent
would be far more regulated.

One of the primary concerns with
this two-pronged approach to 2022
WRC homologation is how to achieve
parity from cars developed in a very
different way.

Tyre tender
The WRC is poised for a return to a single-
tyre supplier for the first time since 2010,
when Pirelli completed a three-year term
with the WRC’s first ever control tyre.

The Junior WRC has always remained
a control tyre category, but the WMSC
communication confirmed: “A tyre
tender covering all championship
classes with 4WD cars will be issued
for the period 2021-2024, helping to
reduce costs by preventing an escalation
in tyre development.”

Juniorboost
M-SportPolandwillcontinuetorunthe
JWRCseriesinitscurrentformatfor
thenexttwoseasons.Fromnextyear
onwards,theJuniorchampionwillbe
offeredafurtheropportunitytomove
alongthepathtothesport’shighestlevel.

TheJWRCwinnerwillcontinuetobe
awardedaFordFiestaR5andsupport
and,if theyusethiscartothenwinthe
followingseason’sWRC2title,theywillbe
offeredtwoWRCeventsinaFordFiesta
WRC.M-Sporthasalreadyestablished–
inassociationwithPirelli–domestic
feederseriesinBritain(theM-Sport/
PirelliJuniorDriverclasswithinthe
BRCJunior),Finland,EstoniaandItaly.

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

FIA clarity on a number of key 
issues for 2022 and beyond

In the face of mounting 
uncertainty regarding  
the future for European 
rounds of the World Rally 
Championship, Italy looks 
to have secured a three-year 
deal with WRC Promoter  
to keep its round on the 
island of Sardinia.

Rally Italy has been  
based in Alghero for the 
last five years and that 
could be about to change 
with a mooted move back  
to the other side of the 
island in Olbia.

President of the Italian 
governing body Angelo 
Sticchi Damiani confirmed 
the agreement to MN. He 
said: “It is a three-year  
deal we have done. Italy’s 
WRC round stays here in 
Sardinia for three more 
years – what we don’t  
know is where. [There  
are] two choices: Alghero 
and Olbia. We will see.”

Sardinia to remain 
on WRC schedule
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Japanese cars
were blighted

Toyotahaslaunchedan
investigationinto–andToyota
MotorCorporationpresident
AkioToyodahasapologisedfor–
steeringissueswhichaffected
all fourYarisWRCsandcostOtt
TanakaRallyItalyvictory.

Toyodatookthe
unprecedentedstepof
commentingonanevent
whichdidn’tendwith
victoryforhiscompany.

HavingwatchedTanakand
co-driverMartinJarveoja
returntoserviceafterafinal-
stagesteeringproblemdropped
themfromfirsttofifth,Toyoda
said:“Itwasaheartbreaking
endingtoRallyItaliaSardegna.
AsIfeltOttandMartin’sstrong

ambitiontobringmetothe
podiumagain,Iwaslostfor
wordswhenIsawtheircar
slowingdowninthefinalstage.

“Ithinkthedisappointment
isbiggerforthedriverand
theco-driverthanforanyone
else.I’mverysorrywecouldn’t
letthedriversdrivethrough
tothefinish.I’mverysorryfor
allthefanswhowerewatching
thefight.Iwillneverforget
theregretfulexpressioninhis
[Tanak’s]facewhenhegotout
of thecar.Hehuggedwiththe
mechanicsone-by-one,facing
thesadnesswithallof theteam.

“Iwastouchedbythisscene.
“IthoughtOttandallthe

[team]mustbethechampionby

anymeansfrommyheart.
WhatIcandoistomakethe
Yaristheevenbettercarand
muchmorereliablecarto
continuedriving.Iwillcarryout
thisgoaltogetherwithTommi
[Makinen]byanymeans.”

Withoutthatproblem,Tanak
wouldhavegoneintotheWRC’s
summerbreakatleast19points
clearof SebastienOgier.Instead,
heendedroundeightjustfour
pointsuponthechampion.

ToyotaGazooRacingchief
engineerTomFowlertoldMN
hesuspectedtheissuehad
arisenfrompre-assembled
steeringpartsbroughtintothe
team.Jari-MattiLatvalawas
sentoff theroadonFriday

afternoonwiththefirst
problem,whileTanakand
JuhoHanninenbothendured
thesamecomplaintonthe
finalday.

KrisMeekereportedsimilar
steeringissuesearlierinthe
eventandthesystemonhis
carwaschangedasaprecaution.

Tanaklosta26-secondlead
andslippedtofifthoverallon
thefinalstage.

FowlertoldMotorsport
News:“Allweknowisthat
thecomponentsthatcame
tothisrallywereall fromthe
samegroupandallsealed
heretogether.Sowe’vehad
somethinghappeninthatbatch
thatdoesn’tseemtobecorrect.”

Oliver Solberg realised another
lifetime ambition when he
drove a rally car in Wales for
the first time in his career.

The 17-year-old son of three-
time FIA world champion
Petter Solberg drove his
Volkswagen Polo GTI R5 for
three days in Sweet Lamb.

Solberg told MN: “I have
been in Sweet Lamb before
and watched my father driving
and, of course, I drove these
stages on the [WRC] game a lot

of times. But to be here and
actually drive is like a dream.
Sweet Lamb is really a big
name in the sport – it’s
right there with stages like
Ouninpohja – real history.”

Solberg was filming for
sponsors in Wales, rather
than development or event
testing, but he still saw the full
range of roads and conditions.

“When I came in the first day,
it was dry and really sunny,”
he said. “When we didn’t have

Sebastien Loeb took a rally
car back to his home region of  
Alsace and won for the first 
time since 2012 last weekend.

The nine-time world champion 
was competing in the Vosges 
Rally – the event which was 
formerly the basis for France’s 
mainland round of  the World 
Rally Championship – driving 
a Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC.

Loeb crashed out of  the final 
Rally of  France Alsace in 2013, 
but repeated his 2010/12 wins 

with a dominant display
last weekend.

The Frenchman won all 10 
stages to bring the Hyundai 
home with a 3m44.1s advantage 
over Yohan Rossel’s Citroen C3 
R5 after 120 miles of  competition.

Loeb wasn’t the only driver 
winning at the weekend. Aside 
from Dani Sordo’s Rally Italy 
success, Finn Jari Huttunen 
took his maiden success at the 
wheel of  an i20 Coupe WRC. 

The 25-year-old won every 

stage on the 70-mile Pohjanmaa
Ralli to deliver a 1m21.9s victory 
over Teemu Asunmaa’s 
Skoda Fabia R5. 

Despite Huttunen’s win, 
Hyundai Motorsport director 
Andrea Adamo has confirmed 
he won’t be driving the Korean 
manufacturer’s third car at 
Rally Finland in August.

Talking about three wins in 
one weekend, Adamo told MN: 
“To organise three rallies in 
three different places, I’m asking 

a lot – this is why I hug my people.
“Of  course, I am happy for the 

[WRC] win in Italy – nothing 
gels a team together like a win. 
I know I’m asking a lot of  people 
[in the team], I know a lot of  
people have had to sacrifice 
their holidays this summer 
and I feel guilty, but very 
grateful for this.”

Adamo added that Loeb’s 
outing was an effort to give 
him greater comfort aboard 
an asphalt-trim i20.

‘Brits take on the 
European runners’
Rally vanWervik report, p29
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Solberg Jr thrilled with Sweet Lamb run

David Higgins eager to ramp up his push for his 10th American Rally crown in Idaho
Manxman David Higgins 
will look to keep his bid for 
a 10th American rally title 
on track at this week’s Idaho 
Rally International. 

Higgins won the last round 

of the American Rally 
Association series, the 
Oregon Trails Rally, but 
sits third in the standings 
after missing the opening 
event of the season and 

then losing a 100 Acre Wood 
victory with an electrical 
fault aboard his Subaru.

Higgins and his Subaru 
Motorsports USA team-
mate Oliver Solberg start 

the Idaho event as joint 
favourites in their WRX 
STIs. Solberg scored 
his maiden Stateside 
success at the Olympus 
Rally in April. 

Star entrants Loeb and Huttunen bring more joy for the Hyundai squad on national events

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS
“From Colin 
McRae to the
America’s Cup

T
he World Rally Championship 
calendar’s coming… er, no 
it’s not. 

Instead of a list of 14 countries, 
Friday’s Paris meeting of the World 
Motor Sport Council delivered 

the line: “Approval of the 2020 FIA World Rally 
Championship calendar was deferred to the 
end of June 2019. In the intervening period it will 
consider the potential rotation of competitions.”

Rotation. A word that strikes fear into the heart 
of rally organisers around the world  because it 
replaces progress, investment and advancement 
with confusion.

Like last week, let’s turn away from the politics 
and the posturing and talk about something more 
interesting instead.

Sailing.
Ever since my first visit to Rally New Zealand and 

stories of legendary America’s Cup Kiwi captain Sir 
Peter Blake, his victories aboard Black Magic and 
his lucky red socks, I’ve been captivated by the 
competition and the sport. 

The 2013 America’s Cup changed everything in 
sailing. New regulations introduced the AC72 class 
catamarans to the competition, delivering Formula 1 
to the seas. Pictures of those boats hydrofoiling above 
the waves were quite extraordinary. The speeds even 
more so. And the America’s Cup of that year delivered 
a story worthy of the technology as Oracle Team USA 
won eight straight races to overturn Team New 
Zealand’s 8-1 lead to win 9-8.

Brit Ben Ainslie was in the middle of that win, but it 
was masterminded by an Aussie by the name of 
Jimmy Spithill.

There was a fairly surreal point in Alghero last 
week when I found myself chatting to Spithill about 
Colin McRae.

Spithill, it seems, is a huge rally fan. He has, quite 
literally, jumped ship to the Luna Rosa team for the 
2021 America’s Cup and the base for the Italian 
flagged boat is Cagliari, at the south of Sardinia.

Asked if he fancied a ride with Italian WRC2 star 
Fabio Andolfi, Spithill was there at the drop of a hat. 
Or he was there once the tides were taken into 
consideration and it was clear he wouldn’t be 
sailing on Thursday morning. 

“I thought I could drive fast,” Spithill told MN once 
he was out of the car, “but that was on another level – 
especially on the dirt. It was amazing. The g-forces you 
get in the rally car are similar to what we’re feeling now 
when the boat’s up and foiling – we’re getting a lot of 
gs and a lot of speed on the boat, but we have to brace 
ourselves against something on the boat, whereas 
you really feel part of the car strapped in for the rally.

“Even though it was really loud in the rally car, 
communication was good – that’s something we 
really struggle with when you’re trying to make 
yourself heard over an 80mph wind!”

Asked if he would like to drive in the future, Spithill 
said: “Just give me the keys, mate. I grew up watching 
Colin McRae and these kind of guys in a sport that 
really interested me from a very early age.”

And with that, Spithill was heading south again 
having traded plans and ideas of what makes Luna 
Rosa race through the waves for some intel on 
what makes the World Rally Championship tick.

TOYOTA APOLOGISES
TO DRIVERS OVER WOE

the mud on the car, I must
say it didn’t feel so much like 
Wales. But then the rain came 
and I was happy – the character 
of  the roads was normal again 

and it looked the same as
when my father was here.”

Solberg’s father Petter won 
Wales Rally GB back-to-back 
for four years from 2002-2005.

Solberg was delighted when the wet weather came in Wales



Kelly will use his
Ford Focus WRC08

M-Sport’s newest car,the R1

8TH & 9TH NOVEMBER
WWW.MANXAUTOSPORT.ORG/
POKER-STARS VOLUNTEERS WANTED

The 100 plus miles stage rally will take place over
many of the Isle of Manʼs iconic stages that have

just been used on this yearʼs National event. They
include Keristal, Ronague, St Marks, Druidale,
Staarvey and everyoneʼs favourite Baldwinʼs.

RALLY NEWS

DONEGAL WIN WOULD BE
‘A DREAM COME TRUE’

ByJasonCraig

FordFocusWRC08driverDonagh
Kelly insists thathehasthepaceto
matchthetopseedsontheDonegal
InternationalRallydespitebeing
limitedto just threeappearances
in2019.

Twoof thosehavebeeninthe2008-spec
carhewillusetotryandclaimamaiden
victoryonhishomeroundof theIrish
TarmacChampionship.TheFocusWRC08
carriedhimtogloryontheMonaghan
Stagesbeforeabrokenthrottlespring
forcedhisretirementonlastmonth’s
Circuitof MunsterRally.

However,Kelly–wholedDonegallast
yearaftertwostagesbeforeslidingoff the
roadonthenexttest–said:“Comparedto
otherseasons,Ihaveonlyput10%of the
effortintothisseasonbecauseworkisso
busy.Butthenyoulookatsomeonelike
ManusKelly;hedidfarlessrallyingthan
mewhenwearrivedatDonegallastyear
andhewentontowinit.

“Anyeventswehavedonewehavebeen
closetothefrontandonthepaceof the
podiumplaces.Imightnothavedone
thesamemileageassomedrivers,butit
doesn’thandicapme.”

Anincorrecttyrecallonthe2017Tarmac
classicprovedtheundoingof Kelly,who
crashedoutonthepenultimatestageas
hetriedtocuta12-seconddeficit.

“IknowI’vegotacoupleof yearsleftat
thislevel;I’mnotlongoff 50,”saidKelly.
“WehavebeenclosetowinningDonegal
inthepast,sotogothewholewaywould
beadreamcometrue.

“Itistheonewinthathaseludedme.You
needthestarstoalignforyouoverthree
longdaysof rallying.

“YouhavepeoplelikeSamMoffett,
DeclanBoyleandGarryJenningswho,on
theirday,canbeatanyoneinaWorldRally
Car.Thebattleisgoingtobefierce.”

Kellywillrunthirdontheroadbehind
defendingchampion,ManusKelly,and
pre-rallyfavourite,CraigBreen,when
theeventgetsunderwayonFriday.

Photos: Martin Walsh

Kelly aiming to finally take
victory on home event

DamianTonerhasmadecementing
hisleadintheModifiedIrishTarmac
Championshiphispriorityonthe
Nationalsectionof thisweek’s
DonegalInternationalRally.

Despitenominatingthelastround
inKillarneyasoneof histwodropped
scores,Toner’scushionoversecond-
placedDavidCondellstandsata
healthy15.5points.

Tonerisseededbehindcurrent
ModifiedchampionKevinEves
(ToyotaCorolla), lastyear’srally
winnerIanBarrett(FordEscort
Mk2)andthereturningDeclan
Gallagher(ToyotaStarlet).

“Anon-finishwouldreallyhurt,
sowehavetobesmartgoingto
Donegal,”saidtheEscortMk2
driver.“Idon’twanttogoand
throwmychampionshipaway
bydoinganythingstupid.

“It’sabalancingactbecausewe

wanttobecompetitiveandhavea
racewiththeboys.Anyoneof 20cars
couldwintherally,Donegalisgoing
tobeatotallydifferentballgame.

“Atthesametime,weknowhow
importantit istoscorewell. If wecan
comeupwiththepointsinDonegal
andtheUlsterRallythenwewould
lookatskippingtheCork‘20’Rally.”

TonerhasonlystartedDonegal
twicebeforeandsayssomeinclement
weathercouldplayintohishands.

“Thedryisnicerforeveryone,
thecrews,thespectators,theservice
crews,butItendtofarewell inthe
wet.Iwouldn’tmindif theweather
broke,”headded.

JoiningtheModifiedsectionwill
befive-timeScottishchampion
DavidBogie,whohasbuilthimself
aone-of-a-kindFordEscortMk2,
andtheDarrianT90pairof Kevin
GallagherandJamesStafford.

Modified section a ‘totally different ball game’
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New Ford Fiesta R1 
unveiled by M-Sport

Vey and Fletcher win 
Smeatharpe Stages

M-Sport has introduced its third 
new rally car in six months with 
the Ford Fiesta R1 revealed 
last week.

The British firm delivered a new 
R2 car at the start of  the season, 
while the all-new Fiesta R5 will 
make its first public appearance 
at next week’s Ypres Rally.

The Fiesta R1 is designed and 
built at M-Sport’s Krakow factory. 
M-Sport Poland director Maciej 
Woda said the FIA’s decision to 
change regulations for the class 
made the car possible.

“When the FIA allowed things 
like the sequential gearbox, 
then it became more interesting 
for us,” said Woda. 

“I don’t think anybody really 
wants to drive a rally car with 
an H-pattern gearbox anymore. 

“What we have done is deliver 
an R2 car with a standard engine 
and the lowest maintenance car 
possible. Give the Fiesta R1 oil, 
tyres and fuel and that’s all it 
needs – it will run and run and 
run without any work. The 
engine is standard – we didn’t 
even open it to work on it.”

The Fiesta R1 is available in kit 
form (excluding the donor car) 
for £24,000 or built and ready to 
rally for £40,000.

Andy Vey and co-driver Richard 
Fletcher survived a fourth-stage 
broken oil cooler pipe and a 
collision with a bale on SS9 
on their way to their second 
consecutive Wildlife 
Smeatharpe Stages win. 

In slippery conditions which 
caused numerous spins, the 
Mitsubishi Lancer E4 pairing 
used their four-wheel-drive 
machine’s grip to set nine out 
of  10 fastest stage times. 

But victory did not come easil y 
as they fought off  a hard-charging 
trio of  Ford Escort Mk2s in the 
hands of  Josh Payton/Jamie 
Vaughan, Kev Carr/Bryan 
Padfield and Steve Harkness/
Paul Sanders. 

Vey set a strong early pace to 
take the lead on SS1 and he 
was never headed thereafter. 
Runners-up Payton/Vaughan 
continued their recent good form 
by chasing Vey hard all day. 

They lost time with a spin and 
later collided with a chicane but, 
despite the mishaps, they set 
fastest time on the final test. Carr 
and first-time co-driver Padfield 
set a consistent series of  top-five 
times to take third place, ahead 
of  Harkness and Sanders.

World Touring Car Cup champion Gabriele Tarquini is in no 
hurry to switch to rallying after his first test of an i20 Coupe 
WRC on gravel in Sardinia on Monday. The 57-year-old Italian 
swapped his Hyundai i30 N TCR for an i20 Coupe WRC, but 
admitted he’d been a racing driver too long to switch codes now. 
“I was very slow,” he told MN. “I don’t feel comfortable on this 
surface, it was so slippery. I take care. I had some feeling on the 
acceleration and the braking, but it was far away from the potential 
of the car. I can not  imagine to have this acceleration on the gravel. 
In the corners I was approaching in asphalt style: I was late and the 
car was not very sideways, I was understeering in the middle of 
the corner. I’m not sure I would like to do a gravel rally, it takes a 
lot of time to learn this [discipline] and maybe I don’t have so 
much time!”

TOP SEEDS
Donegal International Rally, June 21-23, Irish 
Tarmac Championship, round 5/7
NO CREW CAR
1 Manus Kelly/Donall Barrett Hyundai i20 R5
2   Craig Breen/Paul Nagle Ford Fiesta WRC
3   Donagh Kelly/Conor Foley Ford Focus WRC08
4   Declan Boyle/Brian Boyle    Ford Fiesta WRC
5   Garry Jennings/Rory Kennedy  Subaru Impreza WRC 
6   Sam Moffett/James Fulton   Ford Fiesta WRC
7   Alastair Fisher/Gordon Noble  Ford Fiesta R5
8   Josh Moffett/Keith Moriarty    Ford Fiesta R5
9   Desi Henry/Paddy Robinson   Ford Fiesta WRC
10   Callum Devine/Brian Hoy    Ford Fiesta R5



Preston’s 
new car

Skoda Fabia R5 driver and 
2017 Wales Rally GB National 
Rally winner Tom Preston has 
upgraded to a Ford Fiesta RS 
WRC with an eye to competing 
in the BTRDA Rally Series and 
Irish competiti on.

The Lancashire-based driver 
narrowly missed out on a Rally 
Barbados podium earlier this 
month, but took victory on 
his last event in the UK, 
Rally Tendring and Clacton.

The car leasing firm boss is 
planning to contest a full BTRDA 
campaign in the car next season. 
He finished seventh in the 

championship in 2017, but was 
also focusing on select British 
championship rounds that year.

“The main thing I go rallying 
for is the buzz of  competing and 
clearly I want to win,” said 
Preston, who has purchased 
2016 BTRDA champion 
Charlie Payne’s Fiesta WRC.

“So when doing the national 
championships like the BTRDA 
and also some international 
events such as Barbados, I am 
not going to be in with a chance 
of  winning without loads more 
seat time, or taking more risks 
or a similar car to them which is 

the main reason for the move.
“I spoke to Charlie Payne a few 

times who clearly has had some 
fantastic results in this car and 
others over the years and we 
managed to do a deal over a 
pint which is always nice!

“I’ve not even driven the car 
yet but with the likes of  Charlie 
and also Valentino Rossi driving 
and winning in this very car 
I am sure we can have some 
good results once I get used to it.

“The first event will be 
Brawdy Stages in early July 
which I will use as a test for 
the Down Rally in Ireland if  

I get an entry. I have never 
rallied in Ireland before but, 
from the stages I’ve seen and 
what David Bogie tells me, 
the competition and pace is 
unreal. I will need to get used 
to the car quickly! 

“From there it will be a 
mixture of  events this year and 
the plan at this stage is then to 
have a good go at the BTRDA 
championship next year.”

Preston has not ruled out 
a return to R5 machinery in 
the future. He is set to test the 
new M-Sport Fiesta R5 in the 
coming weeks.

RobSwanncouldchangecars
fornextyear’sRallyBarbados
ashestillchasesanelusive
victoryforwhatwillbehis
12thvisit totheevent.

Swann’sSubaruImpreza
S12BWRCsuffereda
crankshaft issueonKing
of theHill lastmonth,anevent
whichdecidestherunning
orderforRallyBarbados

thefollowingweekend.
However,anewenginewas

lateflyinginfromtheUK,
andwithjust threemilesto
completewiththecracked
crankshaftwhile leadingRally
Barbadosonits firstday, it
gavewayandhehadtoretire.

“We’llbebacknextyear,
Ihavesomuchsupport,
especiallyfromthelocal

fanshere,”saidSwann.
“Idon’twantit tosound

clicheandwesayitevery
year,butIreallywantto
winRallyBarbadosand
wehavetokeeptrying.

“AfterKingof theHill I
reallythoughtitwasgoing
tobeouryear,butsometimes
thingsjustdon’tworkout.

“TheSubaruhasbeena

greatcarovertheyears.We
justneedtoevaluateif it’sa
goodideatobringsomething
newertotheislandnextyear.”

Theeventchangedrules
thisyearmeaningonly
pre-2009WorldRallyCarsare
allowed,butSwannconfirmed
toMNhewouldliketosee“a
rulechangetoallowupto[and
including]2016WRCcars”.

Five-time Rally Barbados
winner Jeffrey Panton has 
been released from hospital 
after a 116mph crash into a 
tree on last month’s event.

Driving his Ford Focus 
WRC06, Panton clipped a bank 
in a quick left-right section
while chasing eventual winner

Dane Skeete and hit a tree
on the outside of  the road.

He suffered damaged 
shoulders and 14 fractures, 
but was expected to return 
to his native Jamaica earlier 
this week where he will 
undergo collarbone surgery
tomorrow (Thursday).

“To say the past two weeks
have been emotional is an 
understatement,” wrote 
Panton on social media. 

“Regaining consciousness 
to the rescue crew cutting you 
out of  the car and realising the 
severity of the accident....the 
14 fractures and lung 

contusions sustained from the
recorded impact at 11g puts a 
lot into perspective and just 
how lucky Mike [Fennell Jr, 
co-driver] and I were.

“The outpouring of  love, 
well wishes and concern 
from everyone has 
been overwhelming.”
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Elusive Rally Barbados victory means Swann might ‘bring something newer’ to 2020 edition

Panton released from hospital but due for surgery after 116mph Rally Barbados crash
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

JACK
BENYON
“It really is a 
bucket-list event

H
ow do you explain this to 
someone who hasn’t been 
here before,” co-driver Emma 
Morrison asks me. “Like how 
UK rallying must have been 
in the 1970s-80s, but with 

nice weather and sandy beaches”, is the only 
way I can sum it up. 

Rally Barbados is an incredible experience. OK, the 
stages aren’t of World Rally Championship quality and 
never will be. But given you can drive the length of the 
island in under an hour, the organisers do an amazing 
job of varying things year on year. And you only need 
to look at the number of repeat visitors – Brit Martin 
Stockdale made his 19th consecutive visit in 2019 – to 
see it’s an event which gets under the skin, in a good way.

To say that the stages are mickey mouse undersells 
them massively. I was lucky enough to drive all but 
four of the stages over the weekend and there are 
some challenging moments, for sure. This year’s 
rally demanded ultimate commitment, and five-time 
event winner Jeffrey Panton’s crash (see opposite) 
in which he hit a tree at 116mph shows just how 
much respect these roads demand.

But, as good as the rally is, it’s as much about the 
atmosphere. Let’s face it, very few rally professionally 
these days. Not even all of the drivers at the top of the 
WRC are professional by its purest definition. So, if 
you’re going to do an expensive hobby, why not make 
it a fun one?

The island is basically shut down for the rally, and 
unlike the UK, a proper car culture still exists. 
Thousands of fans head out on to the stages with 
a cooler box of rum and sandwiches each year, and 
it’s more carnival than rally in its vibe.

The competitors in the rally are also welcoming to 
allcomers, and international crews are always made 
to feel at home despite the fact that ultimately they 
are competition.

A varied set of regulations and a Japanese-
dominated car market on the island ensure some 
eclectic machinery, too, from Daihatsu Charmants 
and Toyota Starlets through to Ford Escort Mk2s 
and Vauxhall Astras brought from the UK to 
combine with R5 and WRC machinery at the 
front. Doing a donut in front of spectators at some 
point over the weekend is mandatory, too. 

The island’s major companies back the event with 
huge resources and, in turn, the rally organisers are 
always looking to promote the event.

At a time where rallying in the UK for a few events 
is incredibly expensive, I can understand why some 
people are doing fewer events back home and doing 
one big rally at the end of the year. And why not 
make that a carnival like Barbados, where there are 
spectators, welcoming people, a challenging rally, 
rum, beaches, and a mighty party only those who have 
been will know about? It really is a bucket-list event; 
a life-changing holiday and a rally all in one.

SWITCH TO FIESTA RS
WRC FOR PRESTON

RALLY NEWS
Photos: Jakob Ebrey
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CROFT BTCC REPOR
AndrewJordanshowedeveryonethebootlidofhisBMWformostoftheweekend

BY MATT
JAMES
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C
roft has been
rear-wheel-drive
heaven over
the five years
preceding last
weekend’s
British Touring

Car Championship rounds.
All but three of the victories
at England’s most northerly
venue had been claimed by rear-
motivated cars, but a new track
surface had the front-wheel-drive
brigade optimistic of a shift in the
powerbase. They were wrong.

WSRBMW330iMSportdriver
AndrewJordan’sclassydoublein
theopeningtwoevents–thesecond
onewithafull loadof 54kgof success
ballast–rocketedhimbackintotitle
contention.Itwashisseconddouble
wininasmanymeetingsanditshowed
thatCrofthasnotgivenupall itsnuances
thatplayoutinfavourof theBMWs.

Front-wheel-driveglorywassnatched
byTomChilton’sMotorbase
PerformanceFordFocusinadamp-but-
dryingracethreeafteratensefight.

Butthebigimpacthadbeenmade
by2013champJordan.Hisblankscore
sheetfromadamagingDoningtonPark
inAprilseemsalotlesspainfulnow.

Race one
Thequalifyingsessionwasoneof the
mostbizarreinthechampionship’s
recenthistory.Fiveredflags,threeof
thempromptedbycarscollectingthe
track-markingRecticelbarriers,meant
manydrivershadtheirprogrammes
thwarted.Laterainalsocaused
furtherconcerns.

Jordan,althoughhecausedthefinal
stoppagewithapuncture,collectedpole
positioninhisWSRBMW330iMSport.
Hewasstrippedof hisfastesttime
becausehehadbeenthecauseof the
redflag,buthissecondbestwasenough
toannexpole,hisfirstof theseason.

Helinedupaheadof theBTCRacing
HondaCivicTypeRof ChrisSmiley,
withtheFocusof Chiltonandjoint
pointsleaderColinTurkington
(WSRBMW330iMSport)sharing
rowtwo.

Oneof thebiggestloserswasRory
Butcher,whocausedthefourthredflag
withasizeableaccidentcomingoutof
thechicane.Heconnectedwiththe
outsidewallanddamagedhis
AmDTuning.comHondaCivicTypeR
significantly.Hewouldbeconsignedto
startin29thpositionand,significantly,
wasoneof thefewontheharderoption
tyresinthefirstrace.

Arainshowerjustbeforethestart of  
theopenercausedfurther
consternation,particularlyforJordan. 

“Thereweresomenervousmoments, 
butIworkedoutthatonlythefront part 
of thetrackwasslipperyandthere 
wasmoregriparoundtheback,” said 
Jordan,whowasabouttomotorto his 
fourthwinof theseasonandslam 
himself firmlybackinthetitlehunt.

Therear-wheel-drivecarlaunched 
welltofendoff SmileyandChilton, 
andwasmorethanasecondclear after 
theopeninglap.Fromthenon,he was 
contenttocontrolthepaceinthe
openingstages–andevensurvived 
asafetycarinterventiontopickup 
thebatteredPowerMaxedRacing 
VauxhallAstraof RobCollard,which 
wentoff atSunnyOutonlapsix.

“Onthelapbeforethesafetycar, they 
cameontheradiototellmeSmiley 
hadtakenhalf asecondoutof me,” 
explainedJordan.“Afterthecaution 
period,Igotmyheaddownagain to get 
agapjusttoputthethreattobed.”

Thathedid.Smiley,forhispart, was 
simplypleasedwithmaintaining 
secondplaceashehadhismirrors full 
of Chiltonfortheentirerace.Asthe 
fronttyresworeonbothof theircars, 
theywereforcedintodefensivemode.

Smiley said: “For the first few laps 
it was really, really slippery and 
I struggled to get heat into the rear 
tyres. But to be able to follow as
closely as I could to the BMW was 
a real boost for us.”

Chiltonwastheoneunderthe
sternesttest,ashehadtheracy
WSRBMWsof TurkingtonandTom 
Oliphantbehindhim.Oliphanthad 
triedafailedclunkymoveatthe
Complextogetaheadof histeam rival 
asthepairracedtotheendof the lap 
beforethesafetycar.

Thegreenflagflewagaintogive the 
fieldasix-lapdashtothechequer and 
Turkingtontriedhisbesttousurp 
theFord.

TheMotorbasecarstoodfirm.Chilton 
said:“Itwastoughwithtwoof them [the 
WSRcars]onmybumper.Ihadto drive 
defensively,whichmeantIhadto go 
tightintothehairpinattheendof the 
lapandthatisnottheidealline.

“It isnotthefastest,whichmeant I 
couldn’treallydoanythingabout 
Smileyinfront.”

Turkingtonwasfullof praisefor 
Chilton’sdrive:“Heknewwhere
Iwasquickerandwherehewasfaster 
thanme.Heisawilydrivergiven his 
experienceandwewererunning 
atjustaboutthesamelaptimes.

There was nothing I could do.”
Behind Oliphant, Dan Cammish 

brought the Team Dynamics Honda 
Civic Type R home in sixth place after 
leaping ahead of  Ash Sutton’s BMR 
Racing Subaru at the start and then 
overhauling Ollie Jackson’s Motorbase 
Ford Focus, which was later destined 
for retirement after he collected a 
tyre stack.

Jason Plato (Power Maxed Racing 
Vauxhall Astra) and Josh Cook (BTC 
Racing Honda Civic) were following
the queue at a respectable distance for 
eighth and ninth, while Matt Neal 
brought his Team Dynamics Honda 
Civic home in 10th after prevailing 
in a battle including Tom Ingram’s 
Speedworks Motorsport Toyota 
Corolla and Jake Hill’s Trade Price 
Cars Racing Audi S3.

Joint championship leader coming 
into the event, Butcher, recovered from 
the back row to finish in 18th position. 
Crucially he, and Ingram in front, had 
used the harder tyres and got them out 
of  the way for the weekend.

Race two
As he stepped from the winning BMW 
after race two, Jordan was frank in his 
reflection. “I expected two wins this 
weekend,” said the beaming driver after 
taking his 25th career victory with 
consummate ease.

Despite the apparently smooth 
passage to victory, the Pirtek-backed 
man said that he had to use all of  his 
guile to land the commanding win.

He had started from pole position but 
had a pesky full load of  54kg of  success 
ballast aboard the rear-wheel-drive 
machine. The threat would come 
from fourth place on the grid.

“I knew that Colin Turkington 
would be on the move,” said Jordan 
afterwards. “I needed to make a break 
early on before he had got to the front 
of  the pack that was chasing me. So 
I got my head down from the off  and 
I pushed as hard as I could.”

It was a good job he did, too. 
Turkington finally managed to unseat 
Smiley from second place on lap five 
after teeing up his rival going into 
Tower and accelerating through on 
the approach to the super-fast Jim 
Clark Esses. 

By that stage, Jordan’s push had 
put him five seconds ahead. But the 
Northern Irishman chipped away, 
perhaps helped by the leader’s 
early eagerness.

“My rears had started to go away 
because I had been pushing so hard,” 

Tom Chilton held his nerve in the damp final race of the weekend

ATT
DOU
FOR
JOR

Chris Smiley had a dramatic exit from the second showdown at Croft

A first podium of the season came for Jason Plato in the final encounter

A slick-tyre risk narrowly failed to work for Tom Ingram in race three

It was a solid if unspectacular meeting for table-topper Colin Turkington

The 2013 champion is back in the hunt



Photos: Jakob Ebrey Photography
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RESULTS
Round: 1  Laps: 18 Weather: cloudyand dry
POS Q DRIVER CAR 
1 1 Andrew Jordan WSR BMW 330i M Sport 9 29m13.613s
2 2 Chris Smiley BTC Racing Honda Civic Type R +1.835s
3 3 Tom Chilton Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS7 +2.685s
4 4 Colin Turkington WSR BMW 330i M Sport 2 +3.259s
5 5 Tom Oliphant WSR BMW 330i M Sport +3.472s
6 7 Dan Cammish Team Dynamics Honda Civic Type R 8 +4.405s
7 6 Ash Sutton BMR Racing Subaru Levorg 4 +4.736s
8 10 Jason Plato Power Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra 9 +6.150s
9 12 Josh Cook BTC Racing Honda Civic Type R 3 +10.751s
10 13 Matt Neal Team Dynamics Honda Civic Type R 5 +12.561s

11 (15) Tom Ingram (Speedworks Motorsport Toyota Corolla GT) (H) (24kg) +15.460s; 12 (9) Jake Hill (Trade Price Cars Racing Audi 
S3 Saloon) (H) +16.361s; 13 (17) Aiden Moffat (Laser Tools Racing Mercedes A-Class) +17.593s; 14 (18) Stephen Jelley (Team Parker Racing 
BMW 125i M Sport) +17.604s; 15 (11) Senna Proctor (BMR Racing Subaru Levorg) +18.161s; 16 (28) Adam Morgan (Ciceley Motorsport 
Mercedes A-Class) +18.814s; 17 (20) Jack Goff (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) +19.449s; 18 (29) Rory Butcher (AmD Tuning Honda Civic Type R) 
(H) (48kg) +19.841s; 19 (21) Carl Boardley (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) +20.581s; 20 (14) Daniel Rowbottom (Ciceley Motorsport Mercedes 
A-Class) +22.955s; 21 (27) Mark Blundell (Trade Price Cars Racing Audi S3 Saloon) (H) +29.810s; 22 (25) Rob Smith (Excelr8 Motorsport 
MG6) (H) +31.263s; 23 (26) Sam Tordoff (AmD Tuning Honda Civic Type R) +1m27.812s; 24 (30) Nicolas Hamilton (Motorbase Performance 
Ford Focus RS) -2 laps; R (22) Michael Crees (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) 16 laps/accident; R (19) Matt Simpson (Simpson Racing Honda Civic 
Type R) 15 laps/damage; R (23) Sam Osborne (Excelr8 Motorsport MG6) (H) 10 laps/damage; R (8) Ollie Jackson (Motorbase Performance 
Ford Focus RS) 8 laps/damage-off; R (24) Bobby Thompson (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) (H) 7 laps/brakes; R (16) Rob Collard (Power Maxed 
Racing Vauxhall Astra) 6 laps/crash.
Pole position: Jordan 1m21.734s (93.60mph). Winner’s average speed: 78.52mph. Fastest lap: Jordan 1m22.194s (93.07mph). Lap 
leaders:Jordan1-18. (H)=hardtyre.

Round: 2 Laps: 15
Weather: cloudy and dry
POS Q DRIVER TIME
1 1  Jordan 1 20m47.475s
2 4  Turkington 4 +1.100s
3 6  Cammish 6 +11.543s
4 10 Neal 10 +12.731s
5 7  Sutton 7 +20.209s
6 8  Plato 8  +20.753s
7 11 Ingram +21.723s
8 9  Cook 9 +22.119s
9 3  Chilton 3 +22.401s
10 13 Moffat +25.643s

11 (16) Morgan +26.297s; 12 (14) Jelley +26.506s; 13 (15) 
Proctor +26.965s; 14 (18) Butcher +27.307s; 15 (23) Tordoff (H) 
+31.083s; 16 (17) Goff +34.475s; 17 (26) Simpson +35.987s; 18 
(5) Oliphant (30kg) +36.292s; 19 (30) Collard +36.473s; 20 (28) 
Jackson +37.505s; 21 (20) Rowbottom +38.335s; 22 (19) 
Boardley +38.876s; 23 (29) Thompson +40.586s; 24 (22) Smith 
+44.381s; 25 (25) Crees +53.676s; 26 (21) Blundell +1m15.815s;
27 (2) Smiley (48kg) +1m19.807s; 28 (24) Hamilton (H) -1 lap; R 
(12) Hill 2 laps/engine; NS (27) Osborne 0 laps.
Winner’saveragespeed:91.98mph.Fastest lap:Turkington
1m22.063s(93.22mph).Lapleaders:Jordan1-15.(H)=hardtyre.

Round: 3 Laps: 17  
Weather: wet but drying
POS Q DRIVER TIME
1 1 Chilton 9 26m56.832s
2 2 Cook 8 +0.764s
3 4 Plato 6 +1.117s
4 10 Sutton 5 +5.337s
5 5 Neal 4 +7.012s
6 7 Turkington 2 +9.615s
7 14 Butcher +10.541s
8 8 Jordan 1 +11.168s
9 11 Morgan +12.475s
10 6 Cammish 3 +12.856s

11 (20) Jackson +13.209s; 12 (13) Proctor +14.840s; 13 (15) 
Tordoff +15.354s; 14 (23) Thompson +15.889s; 15 (22) Boardley 
+20.657s; 16 (3) Ingram (18kg) +22.420s; 17 (21) Rowbottom 
+24.492s; 18 (9) Moffat (6kg) +32.648s; 19 (26) Blundell 
+32.804s; 20 (28) Hamilton +39.108s; 21 (30) Osborne +39.963s; 
22 (24) Smith +40.576s; 23 (18) Oliphant +50.830s; 24 (27) 
Smiley +54.238s; 25 (17) Simpson +1m12.192s; 26 (19) Collard 
+1m13.562s; 27 (25) Crees +1m17.189s; 28 (12) Jelley -1 lap; R 
(16) Goff 1 lap/accident; NS (29) Hill 0 laps.
Winner’saveragespeed:80.44mph.Fastest lap: Ingram
1m27.817s(87.11mph).Lap leaders:Chilton1-17

24kg6 18kg7 12kg8 6kg9 6kg10
RACE SUCCESS 
BALLAST

 54kg1 48kg2 42kg3 36kg4 30kg5

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
DRIVERS

POS DRIVER PTS
1 Colin Turkington 143
2 Josh Cook 132
3 Ash Sutton 130
4 Andrew Jordan 117
5 Matt Neal 115
6 Rory Butcher 113
7 Tom Chilton 111
8 Dan Cammish 97
9 Tom Ingram 96
10 Jason Plato 93

11 Jake Hill 61; 12 Adam Morgan 58; 13 Tom Oliphant51; 14 Rob 
Collard 50; 15 Chris Smiley 48; 16 Stephen Jelley 48; 17 Sam Tordoff 
39; 18 Aiden Moffat 39; 19 Senna Proctor 19; 20 Bobby Thompson 
17; 21 Ollie Jackson 10; 22 Jack Goff 10; 23 Michael Crees 4; 24 
MarkBlundell2;25CarlBoardley2;26MattSimpson1.

INDEPENDENTS
POS DRIVER PTS
1 Cook 182
2 Butcher 171
3 Chilton 160
4 Morgan 116
5 Hill  111
6 Moffat 110
7 Tordoff 102
8 Jelley 102
9 Smiley 100
10 Goff  59

11 Jackson 58; 12 Thompson 55; 13 Rob Smith 44; 14 Daniel 
Rowbottom 42; 15 Boardley 35; 16 Simpson 33; 17 Crees 29; 18 
Blundell 22; 19 Nicolas Hamilton 19; 20 Sam Osborne 14.

JACK SEARS TROPHY
POS DRIVER PTS
1 Butcher 231
2 Oliphant 185
3 Thompson 127
4 Smith 127
5 Rowbottom 120
6 Crees 108
7 Boardley 98
8 Blundell 88
9 Hamilton 87
10 Osborne 71

There was dramas for Nicolas Hamilton

RACE FACTS 

TIME

‘Heroes and villans: MN’s
star and wooden spoon’
The weekend’s stand-outs, p20

Jordan was a 
double winner

said Jordan. “I had a moment too, and 
I had to have a word with myself  and 
calm down. I had to drive a clever race 
to get to the end.”

Turkington, in the end, finished 
1.1s behind, but he had been very 
circumspect in overtaking Smiley. 
“You can risk everything, but you 
have to weigh it all up,” said the runner-
up. “I had to make sure it was a clean 
move and it was in the end.”

Smiley had been the cork in the bottle, 
but drove a very good defensive race 
against the onslaught from behind. 

Cammish managed to unseat the 
Carrickfergus man on lap eight and  
Neal leapt ahead to race to fourth 
position on lap 11. 

Still, fifth was a decent return for the 
BTC man, but it went south on the 
penultimate lap on the approach to the 
Complex. Sutton had been nibbling at 
the bootlid of  the Honda and had a run 
going into the left-handed opening 
element of  the switchback. Smiley had 
the inside for the right-hander, but the 
pair made contact on the approach and 
the Civic spun into the wall, leaving 
Sutton with fifth. 

Smiley was raging, and the officials 
agreed after reviewing the incident. 
Although Sutton was allowed to keep 
his fifth position finish, he would have 
to start with a five-place grid penalty in 
race three.

Plato underlined his most consistent 
weekend to race to a solid sixth ahead of  
Ingram, who was pleased enough with 
the pace from the Corolla but knew 
that he had no answer to the pace of  
the swashbuckling  BMWs. 

Cook took his BTC Racing Honda 
to an Independents Trophy win (after 
the woe of  his team-mate Smiley) in 
eighth, from Chilton.

Chilton had a right to be frustrated. 
The third placed starter had a physical 
battle with Oliphant’s BMW into 
Clervaux on the opening lap that 
ultimately resulted in the rear-wheel-
drive car rotating on the exit of  
the chicane.

Chilton continued in fifth, but his car 
didn’t have the grip of  the others and he 
was under attack. It came to a head at 
Clervaux on lap 11 when first Neal, and 
then Sutton, Plato and Cook managed 
to usurp him. 

Chilton had simply been hung out to 
dry out of  the queue of  race traffic, but 
there was a silver lining: he was drawn 
on reversed grid pole for race three.

Aiden Moffat (Laser Tools Racing 
Mercedes-Benz A-Class) rescued 
something on a dire weekend for all

the Merc drivers with 10th place, albeit 
some way adrift.

Hill had been on course for a top 
10 finish in the race before his engine 
blew and sidelined him for the rest 
of  the weekend, while Butcher’s 
comeback dragged him to 14th. 
He missed out on the reversed 
grid draw, but was within sniffing 
distance of  the big points.

Race three
The weather had played its part on 
Saturday, but the clouds had a big shout 
in the final event of  the weekend too. 

The heavens had opened just prior 
to the cars taking to the grid, but they 
were quickly replaced by warm 
sunshine. The track seemed as if  it 
would dry significantly, but the only 
gambler among the top runners was 
Ingram. He was starting third on the 
grid, and chose to zig while everyone 
else zagged.

It proved to be the wrong choice but 
there were, perhaps, other elements 
at play. Dunlop has introduced a more 
robust wet tyre for this season and it 
was the first time the covers had been 
tested in such an environment.

Six other drivers opted for the dry 
tyres (and there was another when 
Stephen Jelley pitted mid-race) but it 
was to no avail. Ingram set the fastest 
lap of  the race on the very last tour, but 
it was too late. 

He was left in the wake of  the wet-
tyred runners, who had been led home 
all the way by the majestic Chilton. 
He was peerless as he soaked up the 
pressure from Cook and Plato, who 
never let him escape. There was a mid-
race safety car to cope with when the 
marshals needed to clear away the 
race’s only retirement, the battered 
Team Hard VW CC of Jack Goff  (to 
cap an horrendous weekend for the 
former Renault UK Clio Cup champ), 
but the leader was unfazed. 

“When you start from pole, you can 
control the pace to a degree,” explained 
the now 14-time BTCC race winner. 
“But I was mindful of  the tyres. During 
the safety car, I was trying to be less 
aggressive on the tyres to make 
them last. After that, I was the most 
progressive on the throttle that I have 
ever been in a race, just keeping it 
smooth and trying to limit the 
wheelspin. I knew tyre management 
was the key.”

Managing second-placed Cook was 
also a key aspect, but the Honda Civic 
man had issues of  his own. Every time 
he got close enough to Chilton to have a 

look, Plato behind fancied his chances 
of  muscling in on their party.

“That was really hard work,” said 
Cook who, after two tough battles in 
the opening races, reignited his title 
charge. “I knew once it had rained 
before the start that it would level the 
playing field for us a bit as we have 
had a few car issues to work through 
today. Tom drove very well and I just 
couldn’t get to him.”

Plato’s third place was his first 
podium of the year in a pliable car 
which he said suits the wetter weather, 
although he is still working on fully 
unlocking the dry-weather magic 
bullet to give the Astra the race-
winning pace it demonstrated in 2018.

One of  the stars of  the finale had been 
Sutton, clearly stung by his censure 
from the second event. He was mighty 
on the brakes into the hairpin and 
dispatched car after car following 
his 10th place start. After claiming 
two places on the start, he completed 
four moves at the hairpin to clamber 
his way up the order and rescue some 
solid marks from the event.

His final victim, with three laps to 
go, had been Neal. The Honda man 
capped a solid-if-unspectacular 
weekend with a decent haul of  points. 
Team-mate Cammish slipped back 
from Neal’s bootlid with a wobble at 
Sunny In halfway through, which 
dropped him to 10th.

The beneficiaries were Turkington 
and Jordan, who swapped positions on 
the last lap as the charging Butcher, 
another on a rescue job after a torrid 
weekend, clambered onto their 
bootlids. The Honda man made a 
bold move into the Jim Clark Esses 
which delayed Jordan and allowed 
Turkington into sixth and the Civic 
into seventh.

Behind Jordan, Adam Morgan 
(Ciceley Motorsport Mercedes-Benz 
A-Class) capped a frustrating weekend 
with ninth ahead of  Cammish.

Morgan was among a raft of  those 
with frustrations on what had been a 
torrid weekend. 

Despite the last-gasp demotion in 
race three, Jordan’s was the broadest 
smile leaving North Yorkshire. And 
now the circus moves on to Oulton 
Park in two weeks’ time. Twelve 
months ago, WSR took two wins 
with Turkington sharing the spoils 
with former team-mate Collard. 
A repeat of  that kind of  showing 
could mean Jordan has performed 
an amazing save in terms of his 
ambitions for a second title.

CROFT

Where: Darlington
First BTCC round: 1968
Lap length: 2.125 miles
Qualifying lap record: 
Andrew Jordan
1m 21.734s (2019)
Race lap record: 
Colin Turkington 
1m22.063s (2019)
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STAR DRIVERWOODEN SPOON

Cammishwould
havewanted
better than
seventh from
qualifyinggiven
hispaceduring
freepracticebut
astrongshowing
in theopening
tworacesmeantheprogressed
toawelldeservedpodium in
thesecond.Amistake in the final
encountercosthimvaluable
positionsandpoints.
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Aslightly
under the radar
performance
fromNeal yet
he recovered
fromatough
qualifying
session (where
hewasoneof
those toclip theRecticelbarriers)
withasteadyprogressionduring
raceday toscore three top10
results tokeephimself verymuch
incontention for thisyear’s title.

AWSRBMW
3series that’s
lighter thanyour
team-mate’scar
is idealatCroft.
Theproblem is,
if youhave that,
expectations
arehighandthe
pressure is reallyon.Thatdidn’t
bother Jordan thoughandhedidn’t
putawheelwrongallweekend
tobringhimselfproperlyback in
to thechampionshiphunt.

EXCLUSIVE ANALYSIS BY ROB AUSTIN
Photo: Mike Hills Speed Images

It was all lost in 
qualifying when 
he didn’t quite 
get his lap in 
during a difficult 
session. It left 
him a few places 
behind Jordan. It 
took him until 
midway through the second race to 
clear rivals. By then, Jordan had 
won race one and was long gone in 
race two. A solid scoring weekend 
but might have expected more. 

We all want to 
see Blundell 
make progress 
and this 
weekend I think 
we started to 
see that. OK, 
qualifying wasn’t 
great but he can’t 
be blamed for that and then there 
was evidence of progression in 
his pace and position throughout 
Sunday. Let’s hope he maintains 
this momentum heading to 
Oulton Park. 

Chilton drew on 
all his experience 
this weekend 
and, for want 
of a better 
phrase, he 
absolutely nailed 
it. The Motorbase 
Performance 
Ford was quick through the 
speed traps but looked like a bit 
of a handful on the turns, still 
Chilton absolutely maxed out this 
weekend in an impressive fashion. 

He seemed to 
struggle in the 
opening laps of 
the first race but 
then started to 
progress through 
again. He was 
very racy in the 
final encounter 
and the podium could have been 
even more had he started from his 
original grid slot. A grid penalty for 
a tangle in race two meant it was 
a recovery effort rather than a 
bid for victory. 

Drove a blinder 
but not getting a 
lap in qualifying 
meant he was 
starting well out of 
position. He got 
the hard tyres out 
of the way in race 
one which looked 
like it was going to be a stroke of 
genius, then it rained. Bolting on  
slicks in the final race looked like 
another stroke of genius, until it got 
to the midpoint and it was still wet... 

Rough weekend 
for Collard, he 
was angry about 
the driving 
standards 
through a 
qualifying session 
that left him 16th 
and Sunday didn’t 
get any better. A retirement 
following a crash in race one 
and the wrong tyre choice in race 
three meant that Collard leaves 
Croft with no points at all. 

It was an 
uncharacteristic 
start for Butcher 
as the frustration 
at all the red flags 
in qualifying got 
to him and he 
ended the session 
in the wall. He 
made solid but not stunning 
progress through the first two 
races but it wasn’t until the final 
outing of the weekend that he 
properly got on form.

Seemed to suffer 
more than most 
with the broken 
qualifying 
session and 
failed to register 
a representative 
lap time in a car 
that had suffered 
some fuelling problems. This made 
Sunday hard work and, coupled 
with a couple of off-track moments, 
meant this was a weekend  to 
forget for Tordoff. 

I’m not sure that 
the BTC Honda 
was the car to 
have during the 
difficult qualifying 
session at Croft 
but Smiley 
was the star of 
qualifying to start 
Sunday on the front row. He 
was fortunate in race one to 
have Chilton as a blocker but 
fully deserved his first podium 
of the year.

Plato made solid 
progress each 
time out this 
weekend and 
the pace is 
getting there. He 
won’t be happy 
until he’s back on 
the top step but 
it’s very clear that he and the works 
supported Vauxhall Astra are 
taking strides in the right direction 
and his podium in race three was 
well deserved. 

ROB AUSTIN
I’m awarding the wooden 
spoon to myself. I was the 
plonker who marched 
down a wet circuit to 
tell Christian Dick (boss 
of Speedworks) with 
confidence that slicks 
were the right decision for 
race three! Whether my 
advice swayed the team’s 
decision or not, I can’t 
help but worry that my 
confidence in the tyre 
choice swayed his choice 
a little and left Tom Ingram 
to deal with the hellish 
drama that is a race car 
on cold slicks in the wet. 
In hindsight I may have 
been optimistic…. 

TOM 
CHILTON 
Chilton was properly on 
form this weekend, he 
aced qualifying in very 
difficult circumstances 
and then followed 
that up with a great 
defensive drive in race 
one and a win in race 
three. All this in a front-
wheel-drive car at 
a rear-wheel-drive 
favourable circuit. His 
experience showed 
through and it was just 
an all-round, weekend-
long impressive 
performance from 
one of the BTCC’s 
older hands. 

JOSH
COOK

BTCRacingHonda

8/10

A frustrating start 
to the weekend 
for Cook as he felt 
he was out of 
position after 
qualifying and 
clearly wasn’t 
happy in the car. 
Despite this, 
Cook still managed three top 
10 results including a podium 
in race three and leaves Croft 
having consolidated second 
place in the championship.

While initially I 
was grateful 
for the chance 
to experience 
the new track 
surface via the 
leather-clad auto 
massaging luxury 
passenger seat 
of Gow’s Porsche, I quickly came to 
regret my decision, much like I did 
when I let him drive my race car last 
year. I no longer wonder why Gow 
doesn’t do more racing himself. 
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GinettaGT4Supercup
By Dan Mason

“Only20cm”separatedHarryKing
fromahat-trickof GinettaGT4
SupercupvictoriesatCroft.

TriumphantinsoddenSaturday
conditions,thesmallmeasurementmeant
afalsestartandsubsequent10-second
timepenaltyputpaidtoanotherwise
lights-to-flagrepeatthefollowingday.

EliteMotorsport’sKingwaslockedin
combatwithTomHibbertformuchof
theweekend,Hibbertinheritingrace
twohonoursbeforeKingfoughtback
fromthirdonthegridtowinthefinal
contestandmoveintothechampionship
leadwithabrace.

“Itwasunfortunate,becauseImade
nomistakesandthecarfeltgreat,”said
Kingafterdroppingtofourthwithhis

penaltyapplied,havingoverpowered
Hibbertin“treacherous”conditions
thepreviousdaytowinby13s.

HibberttrailedKingontheroadin
theopeningtworacesaftersealinga
firsteverSupercuppole,buthadtosettle
forfifthbehindKing,MichaelEppsand
thereturningSimonRuddandCarlito
Miraccointhefinalcontest.

“Ididn’tevenknow[Harry]hadthe
penalty,”saidTripleMMotorsport’s
Hibbert.“Iwasjusttryingtokeepthe
paceandlookingatmypitboard,butI
wouldhavesavedthetyresotherwise.”

PrivateerMiraccoshoneinpoor
conditionstograbaraceonepodium,
aracebrieflystoppedafterEppsand
LeeFrostwerebothinvolvedinearly
incidentsinthespray.

EppsjoinedHibbertandarecovering
WillBurns–whowasstymiedby

GinettaJunior
By Dan Mason

GinettaJuniorsonlyhadonechanceto
shineatCroft,WillMartingrabbingthe
solewintocontinuehisstrongform.

TheThruxtonwinnerdoubledhis
victorytallyfortheseason,largely
thankstoaboldmovearoundthe
outsideof polesitterJamesHedleyat
Clervauxontheopeninglap.

RichardsonRacingbrieflyhelda1-2-3
whenHedleyslippedbackfollowinga
safetycarinterruption,butthelatter
playedcatch-upwell.

PassingJamesTaylorandCasper
StevensonatSunny,Hedleyadmitted
he“left ittoolate”tochallengeMartin
intotheComplexforthefinaltime,the
leaderdefendinghislinetoholdon.

Stevensoncompletedthepodium
fromTaylor,whiletitlecontenderZak

O’Sullivantooktothegrasschasing
DouglasMotorsportteam-mateGus
Burtonforfifth.O’Sullivanfelltoeighth,
whileBurtonavoidedafirst-laptangle
thatpitchedRomanBilinskiandJoel
PearsonintothebarriersbeforeTower
inafour-wideexchangeforspace.

Withthe1830hrscurfewrapidlyclosing
inthepreviousday,persistentdownpours
ultimatelycurtailedSaturday’sraceafter
onelapbehindthesafetycar.

RenaultUKClioCup
By Stephen Brunsdon

HometownheroMaxCoatesclaimeda
pairof hard-earnedRenaultUKClio
CupwinsatCrofttoreducethedeficit
topointsleaderJackYoungtojust12.

Coates,whorecordedawinanda
second12monthsago,provedthe
drivertobeatallweekendaftertopping
qualifyingforbothencounters.

Younggotclosestandmissedout
onpolebyjust0.027sandcontinued
topressuriseCoatesatthestartof
thewetopeningraceonSaturday,
beforedroppingbackfollowingan
excursionattheChicane.

ThisallowedCoatesacomfortable
22-secondmarginattheflag,with
JamieBondrecordinghismaiden
podiumfinishinthird,somedistance
behindYoung.

TitlechallengerBrettLidsey’srace
neverreallygotgoingunfortunately
astheMRMdriverspunattheJim
ClarkEssesonthefirstlapwhile
fightingYoungforsecond,
eventuallyfinishingseventh.

Coateswasbeatenatthestartof the
secondracebyYoung,butthelatter
wasdeemedtohavejumpedthestart
andcoppeda10-secondtimepenalty.
Youngwasthefirsttocrossthelineat
the finish,havingdrivenadefensive
race–muchtothechagrinof Coates–
but wasclassifiedfourthbehindBond
andLidseyoncorrectedtime.

“I knew[Young]gotthepenaltyand
it wasquitefrustratingbeingclearly
backedupintoBrett,”Coatessaid
post-race.“Itwasabittoomuchfor
my likingbuttocomeawaywithpole,
fastest lap and two wins is great.”

PorscheCarreraCupGB
By Stephen Brunsdon

Five laps into thesecondPorsche
CarreraCupGBraceatCroft last
weekend, JTR’sDanHarperwas
plumlastandstaringdownthebarrel
ofanon-scoreaftergamblingwith
slicksonasoakingwet track.By
thefinish though,he’d recoveredto
sixthandhaddone justenoughto
leaveYorkshirewithanextended
championship leadoverLewisPlato.

ThingsbeganwellforHarperon
Saturdayafternoon,surgingtopole
positionby1.254secondsovertitlerival
Plato.Cometheraceitself,Harpermade
quickhisgetawayoff thelineandheaded
theMotorbasedriverintoClervaux.

PlatodefendedfromGeorgeGamble
underbrakingforTowerandthepair
wereinseparableastheyroundedthe

Complexattheendof theopeningtour.
Gamblethenmadealatelungetothe
insideof Plato,whoshutthedoorand
causedGambletospinintothepathof
JackMcCarthy.Bothcarsretiredonthe
spot,bringingoutthesafetycar.

Uponresumption,Harperbuiltathree-
secondleadover2014championJosh
Websterbutnearlythrewitallaway
exitingtheHairpinforthefinaltime,when
hespunonaccelerationoutof thecorner.
DespitelightlytappingtheArmcobarrier,
Harperquicklyregainedmomentumto
recordhisthirdwinof theseasonfrom
Websterbyjustunderhalf asecond.

“Ijustcameoutof theHairpin,like
Idideverylapuntilthatpoint,planted
thethrottleanditjustcameroundon
me,”Harpersaid.

“Itwasaheart-stoppingmomentbut
thankfullyIwasabletogettheclutchin,
getit infirstgearandmakeittotheline

asfastaspossible.”
Believinghehadthepacetoprofit

fromHarper’serror,Plato–whofinished
ninthafterpickingupsignificantfront-
rightcornerdamagefollowingthecontact
withGamble–waseventuallyrewarded
withafirstProclassvictoryof theyear
inabizarrerain-affectedsecondrace.

Justthreecars–polesitterSebPerez,
WebsterandHarper–tookthestartfrom
thegridastherestof thefieldchanged
ontowettyresastheheavensopened.

Theleadingtriolastedjustfivelaps
beforebeingforcedintothepits,giving
McCarthy–thefirsttoheadoutonwets–
thelead.

McCarthylostouttofellowPro/Am
driverKarlLeonardafterrunningwideat
theexitof theChicane.IrishmanLeonard
remainedunchallengedenroutetohis
firstoverallvictory,withMcCarthy
finishingsecondaheadof Plato.

BritishFormula4
By Stephen Brunsdon

HeavyrainonSaturdaymeant
thattherewerejusttwoBritish
Formula4racesatCroftlast
weekend,butthatdidn’tstop
ZaneMaloneyclaiminganother
pairof victoriestotakethe
championshiplead.

TheCarlindriverwas
dominantallweekend,having
toppedbothof Friday’stest
sessionsandclaimedboth
polesbyhandymargins.

Perfectstartsineachencounter
gavetheBarbadiantheplatform
togolargelyuntroubled
throughoutbothraces.

Havingmadeanarrayof set-up
changesthat“didn’twork”,Louis
Fosterfinishedafrustratedthird
afterbeingjumpedbyBart
Horstenatthestartof raceone.

Maloney’smainthreatshould
havebeenSebastianAlvarez,
buttheMexicanreceiveda
10-secondpenaltyforbeingout
of positiononthegrid, leaving
himfifth.Alvarez,whoarrived
atCroftsecondinthestandings,
startedracethreefromthefront-
rowbutslidintoretirementat
Clervauxonthesecondlap.

Racetwowascancelledafterthe
rainintensifiedtowardstheend
of Saturday’saction,preventing
localdriverJoshSkeltonstarting
fromreversed-gridpole.

Maloneymadesurethere
wasonlyonedrivertobeat
witharoutinelights-to-flag
victoryinrace‘three’, leading
FosterandHorsten.

Only a false start dethrones Ginetta King at Croft

Martin wins the sole Ginetta Junior race as Hedley extends points advantage

Coates takes a double
victory on home turf

Maloney unbeaten
and grabs title lead

SUPPORTS
Porsche Carrera Cup GB 
(15 laps) 1 Daniel Harper 
(JTR); 2 Josh Webster 
(Parker) +0.449s; 3 Jamie 
Orton (JTR); 4 Seb Perez 
(Redline); 5 Dan Vaughan 
(Motorbase); 6 Karl Leonard 
(Parker). FL Harper 
1m19.749s (95.92mph). 
P Harper. S 14. Race 2 
(15 laps) 1 Leonard; 2 Jack 
McCarthy (Redline) +0.598s; 
3 Lewis Plato (Motorbase); 
4 Vaughan; 5 Webster; 
6 Harper. FL Webster 
1m25.014s (89.98mph). 
P Perez. S 13. Points (after 
6/16 rounds) 1 Harper 60; 
2 Plato 45; 3 Webster 36; 4 
George Gamble 31 (Redline); 
5 Perez 27; 6 Vaughan 26.

British Formula 4 (15 
laps) 1 Zane Maloney 
(Carlin); 2 Bart Horsten 
(Arden) +6.520s; 3 Louis 
Foster (Double R); 
4 Tommy Foster (Arden); 
5 Sebastian Alvarez (Double 
R); 6 Josh Skelton (JHR 
Developments). FL Maloney 
1m19.849s (95.81mph). P 
Maloney. S 13. Race 3 (12 
laps) 1 Maloney; 2 L Foster 
+2.365s; 3 Horsten; 4 Joe 
Turney (Carlin); 5 T Foster; 
6 Alex Connor (Arden). 
FL Maloney 1m19.914s 
(95.73mph). P Maloney. 
S 13. Points (after 11/30 
rounds) 1 Maloney 177; 
2 L Foster 172; 3 Alvarez 
144; 4 Horsten 128; 5 Luke 
Browning 96 (Richardson 
Racing); 6 Skelton 83.

Renault UK Clio Cup (8 
laps) 1 Max Coates (Team 
Hard); 2 Jack Young (MRM) 
+21.864s; 3 Jamie Bond 
(Team Hard); 4 Nathan 
Edwards (MRM); 5 James 
Colburn (Westbourne 
Motorsport); 6 Jade Edwards 
(Team Hard). FL Coates 
1m37.635s (78.35mph). 
P Coates. S 11. Race 2 
(12 laps) 1 Coates; 2 Brett 
Lidsey (MRM) +2.977s; 
3 Bond; 4 Young; 5 Ben 
Colburn (Westbourne 
Motorsport); 6 J Edwards. 
FL Young 1m30.200s 
(84.81mph). P Coates. S 11. 
Points (after 6/18 rounds) 
1 Young 142; 2 Coates 130; 
3 Lidsey 116; 4 J Edwards 
81; 5 Bond 70; 6 Colburn 69.

Ginetta GT4 Supercup 
(5 laps) 1 Harry King (Elite 
Motorsport); 2 Tom Hibbert 
(Triple M Motorsport) 
+13.669s; 3 Carlito Miracco 
(Privateer); 4 Will Burns 
(Rob Boston Racing); 5 
Nathan Heathcote (Century 
Motorsport); 6 Darron Lewis 
(Team Hard). FL King 
1m28.884s (86.07mph). P 
Hibbert. S 19. Race 2 (15 
laps) 1 Hibbert; 2 Burns 
+3.452s; 3 Michael Epps 
(Team Hard); 4 King; 5 
Miracco; 6 Simon Rudd 
(Rob Boston Racing). FL 
King 1m21.820s (93.50mph). 
P King. S 19. Race 3 
(15 laps) 1 King; 2 Epps 
+10.508s; 3 Rudd; 4 
Miracco; 5 Hibbert; 6 Colin 
White (CWS Motorsport). 
FL Hibbert 1m22.152s 
(93.12mph). P Rudd. S 19. 
Points (after 9/21 rounds) 
1 King 249; 2 Hibbert 216; 
3 Burns 210; 4 Epps 200; 
5 Reece Somerfield 192; 
6 Rudd 110.

Ginetta Junior (10 laps) 
1 Will Martin (Richardson 
Racing); 2 James Hedley 
(Elite) +0.428s; 3 Casper 
Stevenson (Richardson); 
4 James Taylor (Richardson); 
5 Gus Burton (Douglas); 
6 Theo Edgerton (TCR). 
FL Hedley 1m39.845s 
(76.61mph). P Hedley. 
S 25. Points (after 8/26 
rounds) 1 Hedley 252; 
2 Zak O’Sullivan (Douglas) 
191; 3 Taylor 156; 4 Burton 
140; 5 Martin 126; 6 Lorcan 
Hanafin (Douglas) 123.

Points leader and Pro-Am driver Leonard share wins

Porsche Junior got carried
away out of final corner

King just missed out on hat-trick

Leonard took a remarkable victory in wet

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

‘Coates took a double 
win at home circuit’
Renault UK Clio Cup, below

HARPER SPINS THEN WINS
IN DRAMATIC CROFT RACES

alternator issues throughout Friday 
testing – on the race two podium but 
Burns suffered further misfortune in 
race three thanks to a puncture.

Reece Somerfield came into Croft as 
series leader, but left disappointed when 
a spin into the Clervaux gravel trap in race 
two scuppered his weekend. Mechanical 
problems later added fuel to the fire, 
Somerfield retiring from race three.

British Rallycross champion Nathan 
Heathcote shared Am class spoils with 
double winner Colin White, finishing
 fifth overall in the wet opener.
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RALLY ITA
Hyundai bosses were looking at a runners up finish, until...

Rough surface was Ogier’s undoing

Sordo took only his
second career win

DAVID
EVANS

aniSordo
washappy
withsecond.
Sunday
morning
hadn’tbeen
abadoneand
tfora26th

timefrom164startswasgood.
Hewashappy.
Butwhataboutasecondfirst?

Anotherwin.
Itwassixyearssincethelastone,so

itwasprobablyoverdue.Overduebut
unlikelygiventhespeedOttTanak
showedthroughaperfect,unbeatable
Saturdaythatmovedhimintoasecure-
lookinglead.TheoddsonaSordo
successwereaslongastheoddson
athirdstraightwinandfourthof the
seasonforTanakwereshort.Thenthe
Toyotaman’sbadluckstruckagain.

Sordosurpriseshimself
ItwastheHyundaimanwholedatthe
endof theopeningday.Fromthefirst
stageof Fridayafternoon,Sordolooked
controlledandcapableashebrought
thei20backtoAlghero10.8seconds
aheadof TeemuSuninen’sFord
FiestaWRC.
Tanakwasthird,fourtenthsoff the

Finn,butannoyedonlythefirstfour
crewstackledSS7,whichwascancelled
whenaspectatorsufferedaheartattack
andneededtheambulancesendinginto
thetest.
Tanakhadnoideaof the

circumstances,butwasangrythathis
rivalshadfresherrubberforthefinal
twotests.“Sometimes,”heglowered,
attheendof Castelsardo,“rallying
isbullsh*t.”
Sordoputhisbetterbootstogooduse

andwentfastestontheverynextstage.
StandingintheFridayevening

sunshinewaitingtogointoservice,
Sordo’smoodwasupbeat.
Onanyhot,gravelrally,Friday

afternoonsareimportant,butthis
onewasevenmoreso.Missouthere
andyou’relikelybeconfinedtoa
weekendof roadsweeping,once
theclassificationisreversedon
Saturdaymorning.
“Thisafternoonwasveryimportant,”

confirmedSordo.“Youneedtobeinthe
packandinthefightandyoucan’tdo
thisfromfirstontheroad.”
ThenSordodidwhatSordodoes.He

talkedhimself down.“I’minthefight,
butthefastdriverswillalsobeinthe
packtomorrow,”hisvoicequietened
towardstheendof thesentence.
MotorsportNewspointedoutthat

Sordo,too,canbeafastdriver.“Today,
yes,”hesaid.“Iwasafastdriver.
MaybeIcanwinthisrally…
“MaybeIcanwinthisrallyif it

finishesnow.Actually,Idon’twantto
thinkaboutthat.WhenIwasinthatlast
stage,Iwascomingalongandthinking,
‘Ooo,I’mfirst!’ Iwasalittlebit
distracted.Let’stakeitstep-by-stepand
seewhatwecando.Iwilltrymybest.”
Butwherehadthisturnaroundin

formcomefrom?Sordohadbeeninthe
topthreesixtimesonsevenof theday’s
eightgravelstages.He’dcompetedin
Sardinia10timesbefore(thoughnot

lastyear),buthadn’tmanaged
anythingmorethanacoupleof visits
tothepodium’sbottomsteppreviously.
“Honestly,”hegrinned,“Idon’tknow.

Iwassurprised.Theroadcleaned,but
Idon’tknow.Ihavenoexplanation–
IwashappyIwasthereineverystage.
Normallyformeit’sonestageand
thenI’mslow!”
HyundaidirectorAndreaAdamowas

growingincreasinglyexasperatedwith
this.“Itoldhim,‘StopwithallthisOtt,
blah,blah,blah…Hegoesforapissjust
likeyou!’”

Tanak’scharge
ComeSaturday,theexpectedstorm
fromTanakdulyarrived.Sordodid
welltostavehimoff forthefirsttwoof
theweekend’stests,butfromthen
ontheToyotamanwasupandaway.
Fromthenon,twothingswere

supposedtohappen:Tanakwould
moveclearof thepack,dominatethe
weekend,wintherally,snatchfive
powerstagebonuspointsandmove
20-oddclearatthetopof thetable.A
thirdperfectrallyof theseason–to
match30-pointersinSwedenand
Chile–wasTanak’sforthetaking.
Thesecondthingthatwasgoingto

happenwasSordo’sslidedownthe
leaderboard.Suninenremainedin
closeattendance,withhisM-Sport
Fordteam-mateElfynEvansnotfar
behind.BothFiestaswouldsurely
usurptheSpanishHyundaisooner
ratherthanlater.
Nope.Notthistime.Sordowasup

forthisoneandremainedrightatthe
sharpendof theleaderboard–the
onlysignificanttimelosscoming
secondtimethroughMonteLerno,
wherehewasconcernedbytherisk
of punctures.
Granted,Tanakwasawayanddown

theroad,butSordowasrightinthemix
andsecondonmerit.AndonSaturday
night,hewasinevenmoreexpansive
mood.Toooftenattheday’sfinal
controlaheadof service,Sordoisleft
alonetotheSpanishmedia.Therestof
theWRC’shackpackfeelingthere’s
littlecopytobegainedfromthebloke
ineighth,sixthorseventh.
Withfull internationalattendance,

Sordowasonsuperbformathisself-
deprecatingandabsolutelyamusing
best.“ItwasgoodwithoutOtt,”hesaid.
“Ott’sthefastest.Iwouldlovetowina
gravelrally.Weneedalittlebitmore
togetpastTanak,heisalittlebiton
anotherlevelthisyear,butyes,Iwould
lovetowinongravel.But,actually,I
wouldjustloveanotherwin,if it’shere
oranywhere!”
WouldanywhereincludeFinland?
“That’sAugust,no?”wasthereply.

“Ah,August,I’monholiday.”
Where?
“Myhome.WheneverI’minmy

homeI’monholidayandthesedates
arealreadyfixed!Actually,Icometo
Finland.Igotosupporttheteam.Iwear
theT-shirtandstaywiththeteamand
giveadvicefortheotherdrivers: ‘Come
on!Push,push,push.Vamos!Gotothe
stagesnow.Youhavethespeed,you
havethecar…push!’
“Thisjob,Ithinkit’snice.Itakethe

T-shirt,gotothetruckandsitinfrontof
thecomputerandwatch.It’smoreeasy
thisway.Whenyouhavebeenaround
thesport,youseethingsalittlebit
differently.I joke,butyouknowIwould
lovetowin,butweneedtofindaway
aroundOtt.”
Onceagain,Tanakhaddonewhat

nobodyexpected.
Hewasleadingarallyhehadno

businessleading.Hisleaddefied
acceptedthinking.Andcommonsense.
Gravelroadsdon’tcomeanyhotter,

drierorlooserthantheydidonthe
hard-bakedItalianislandthatwas
Sardinialastweek.
AfortnightearlierTanakhadbeen

cannyenoughtothrottlebackatthe
endof Portugal’sFafepowerstage;
heknewhe’ddropapoint(heactually
droppedtwoafterThierryNeuville
wentquickerthanhimaswell),but
hewaswillingtogiftthosetohisrivals
inexchangeforanimprovedposition
ontheroadinItaly.
Thoseactionsforcedworld

championshipleaderSebastienOgier
torunfirstontheroadandsweep
thestagescleanof gravel.Whilethe
Citroenstarlanguishedatthebottom
endof thetop10afterthefirstloop,
Tanakrose.
EvenwhenOgierbrokehis

suspension,retiredfromtheopening
afternoonandleftTanakfirstonthe
Fridayafternoonstages, itwasn’ta
problem.Stillherose.
Twenty-fourmonthsagoTanak

celebratedamaidenWorldRally
ChampionshipwininAlghero,but
lastyearthesameeventdelivered
disappointmentwhenaheavylanding

damagedthesumpguardand
everythingthatsatnorthof thatshield
ontheYarisWRC.Theteamhad
learnedavaluablelessonfromSardinia
–andasimilarissueinSweetLamb
atlastOctober’sRallyGB–andthe
sumpguardhasevolved.Andsoit
seemedforthesecondtimeinthree
years,Tanakwouldbetheonejumping
intheseaonSundayafternoon.

Final-stagedrama
Withjustthe4.28milesof Sassarito
Argentiera,theleadercouldaffordto
shipmorethansixsecondspermileto
Sordoandstillwin.
Sordocompletedthepowerstage

with,ironically,hisworsttimeof the
weekend.Determinedtomaintain
secondposition,hewas16sslower
thanhisteam-mateAndreas
Mikkelsen.Sordoslowedthecarand
flickeditfrom‘stage’to‘road’mode.
Assoonashedid,amessagepinged

intothecar’stelephone.
‘Tanakstopped’.
Thennothing.Nomorenews.
Hesoughtdetail fromthemassed

media,butnobodycouldtellhimmore.

Yes,Tanak’strackerhadgoneyellow
toindicatetheYariswasstationary,
butitwasgreen.
Hewasmovingagain.
Nobodycouldtellhimif Tanakhad

dropped27seconds.
Thewaitwaspureagony.Sordodrove

thecartowardsthepowerstagepodium
areaandwondered,wouldthisbewin
numbertwo?
Amileorsooverthehill,Tanakcould

confirmitwouldbe.Thesteeringhad
jammedonhisYaris–inthesameway
ithadwithJari-MattiLatvala’scar
onFridayafternoon–andhe’dbeen
pitchedintoahalf-spin.Eventuallyhe
coaxedthecarbackintoastraightline
andmanhandledittotheend.
Finally,thesplittimearrivedonthe

screensinHyundai’sserviceparkbase.
Theleaderwas+1m18.3stoSordo.
Twelvemonthsago,Hyundairocked

Algherowithaseven-tenthsof asecond
winforNeuvilleoverOgier.
Theboysandgirlsinlightbluewere

insimilarlygoodvoicethistimearound
whenoneof thesport’smostpopular
guysaroundwon.
Sordolookedslightlybewildered,but
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T
he more I see of Andrea
Adamo, the more I like him. In
some circles, I guess you
might say he’s a bit like
Marmite: you either love him,
or you hate him. In my books,
you can’t beat a bit of

Marmite on toast in the morning.
Wednesdayevening’sHyundaimedia functionon

Alghero’sprettyseafrontwas thehottest ticket in town
for theWRC’spresshoard. Itwas the firstopportunity
sinceRallyPortugal’sexplosivepressconference for
theworld’s finestmotorsporthacks toquizdirectly
Adamoonthe fall-out fromSebastienOgier’scandid
observations regarding teamorders.
Thesemedia functionsarealwaysaverycivilisedand

well-runaffair. Thedriversall have theirownallocated
tablesandthe journoscan float fromoneto thenext,
andgetall theyneed for theireventpreviewswhile
indulging themselves inHyundai’s finesthospitality.
And like thedrivers,Adamoalwayshashisowntable.

Formaybe15minuteshesatall aloneathis table.He’s
amanwithacertainpresence.Andboy,hecanbe
mighty intimidatingwhenhewants tobe.
If hewasn’t Italian, youmightdescribehis lookas that

ofa typicalBritishBulldog.Sotherehesat,glowering,
glaring,oozingambivalence.Everyone in the room
wanted to talk tohim,butnoonewasbraveenough.
Step forward thearmour-clad,crocodile-skinned

DavidEvans.Withsomedegreeofbravado,hepulled
upachair in frontofAdamoandplonkedhimselfdown,
penandnotepadbrandished likea lanceandshield.
Thatwasall the fortifyingusconsiderably lessbrave

soulsneeded.Adamowasundersiegequite literally
fromat least20 journoswhoall smelledblood.
As Isaidearlier,Adamohas the lookofaBritish

Bulldog,buthealsohas thecharmof theconfident,
flamboyant Italian thathesoobviously is.Whereothers
mayhavehiddenbehindaharassedPRperson,
Adamowasopenandhonest.Heconfidently–and
most importantlyhonestly–answered thequestions
andaccusations thatwere firedathim.At timeswe
werescratchingourheads,butmoreoftenwewere
laughingwithhim.
Adamo isWRCgold.He’sdifferent,he’s refreshing,

hewearshispassionwhereall canclearlysee it. For
sure, thiswill gethim into troubleon theoddoccasion,
but Ican tell youhe’sverymuchwinningoveranaturally
scepticalpresspackwithhischarmandhisopenness.
More importantlyhe’sgetting the jobdone.Man

managementwhendealingwithworld-classdriver
egos isalwaysa tricky thing tomaster.Somegoall
disciplinarian,othersgoall softand fawning,Adamo
doesneither.
Hehugs,hekisses,heconsoles,heencouragesand

whennecessaryhedisciplines.He’snotafraid to take
difficult andunpopulardecisions inhisquest todeliver
success.Theperformances inparticularofAndreas
MikkelsenandDaniSordo inSardiniaare testament to
the fact that theAdamoway isworking.
Fourdriverscontributing to thecause,ahealthy lead

in theManufacturer’schampionshipandThierry
Neuville verymuchstill fighting for thedrivers’ titlemore
thansuggests thatAdamo,differentashe is,maywell
have foundawinning formula.

NOW TURN OVER TO READ MN’S DRIVER RATINGS

‘Suninen put in a
strong performance’
TopWRC drivers rated, p25

Photos:mcklein-imagedatabase.com

STAGETIMES
■ SS1 IttiriArenaShow
(1.24miles)
FastestOgier 2m00.7s Leader Ogier
Second Lappi+0.1s
■ SS2Tula1 (13.83miles)
Fastest Suninen18m45.0s Leader
SuninenSecondEvans+5.0s
■ SS3Castelsardo1 (9.15miles)
FastestSuninen11m05.4s Leader
SuninenSecond Latvala+10.6s
■ SS4Tergu-Osilo1 (8.79miles)
Fastest Tanak 9m12.7sLeader
LatvalaSecond Suninen+2.9s
■ SS5MonteBaranta1 (6.83miles)
Fastest Lappi 8m17.4s Leader
LatvalaSecondTanak+2.8s
■ SS6Tula2 (13.83miles)
Fastest Suninen18m24.9s Leader
SordoSecond Tanak+0.0s
■ SS7Castelsardo2 (9.15miles)
Fastest Neuville 10m52.8s Leader
SordoSecond Tanak+0.0s
■ SS8Tergu-Osilo2 (8.79miles)
Fastest Sordo8m53.2s Leader
SordoSecondTanak+4.7s
■ SS9MonteBaranta2 (6.83miles)
FastestMikkelsen 7m58.4sLeader
Sordo SecondSuninen+10.8s
■ SS10Coiluna-Loelle1 (9.30
miles)
Fastest Tanak 9m18.3sLeaderSordo
Second Tanak+4.7s
■ SS11MontidiAla1 (17.53miles)
Fastest Tanak 16m58.3sLeader
SordoSecond Tanak+2.6s
■ SS12MonteLerno1 (17.42
miles)
Fastest Tanak 18m10.6s Leader
TanakSecond Sordo+6.4s
■ SS13Coiluna-Loelle2 (9.30
miles)
Fastest Tanak 9m09.6sLeader Tanak
Second Sordo+10.6s
■ SS14MontidiAla2 (17.53miles)
Fastest Tanak 16m31.8s Leader
TanakSecond Sordo+17.7s
■ SS15MonteLerno2 (17.42
miles)
Fastest Tanak 17m49.0s Leader
TanakSecondSordo+25.9s
■ SS16CalaFlumini1 (8.74miles)
FastestMikkelsen 8m48.4sLeader
TanakSecond Sordo+31.2s
■ SS17Sassari-Argentiera1 (4.28
miles)
Fastest Mikkelsen 4m59.0sLeader
TanakSecondSordo+28.7s
■ SS18CalaFlumini2 (8.74miles)
FastestMikkelsen 8m34.8s Leader
TanakSecondSordo+26.7s
■ SS19Sassari-Argentiera2
[PowerStage] (4.28miles)
FastestMikkelsen 4m54.0sLeader
SordoSecondSuninen+13.7s

OttTanakstunnedeveryonewithhispaceonthedirtyroads,butultimatelylostoutonanybigreward

ROUND

Making a splash: Sordo picked up the trophy in the end

houghtsquicklywenttoTanak.
sorryforhim,”hesaid.“Thisis
heniceway.”
enhesimplycouldn’tbeheard–
enseen–forthecongratulations
nghisway.
eotherendof thescalewasa
eratescene.
nakrolledintoviewattheend
estage.Thedooropened,but
mplysatandstared.Andstared.
meton,everyquestionwent
nswered.If evertherewasa
menthewantedtobesomewhere
thiswasit. Intheend,he
redhisheadandputitinhis
ds.Finally,thepaperworkwas
andhemovedaway.Butthere
noflashof revsorripof
elspin,hisdeparturewas
ablyfunereal.
hileHyundaidanced,oneman
tlydepartedandheadedtoToyota.
mosoughthisoppositenumber
door.
hisisahumanstoryaswellandit
toseeTommithere,”saidAdamo.

wantedtogotogivehimahug.
Continuedonpage24
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“Andrea Adamo is
an imposing figure

COLIN
CLAR



Andreas Mikkelsen finally restored some pride with a battling performance for a return to the podium

24 JUNE 19 2019 motorsport-news.co.uk Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

RALLY ITA DAVID
EVANS

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

SECRET WIN FOR SOLANS
AS HE COPIES HIS BROTHER
Spain’s Rally Italy winner 
Dani Sordo looked across the 
media centre and smiled at his 
countryman Jan Solans. He was 
about to impart some bad news 
for the Junior WRC winner.

“Sorry Jan,” he said. “But with
[Fernando] Alonso and [Marc] 
Marquez winning in Le Mans and
MotoGP, we’re unlucky, we don’t
have a chance in the Spanish 
media tomorrow!”

Solans deserved his moment 
in the spotlight. The younger 
brother of 2017 Junior World 
Rally champion Nil Solans 
scored his first win with a 
breathtaking run across the 
final stage to edge Swedish rival 
Dennis Radstrom for victory.

Having rarely been split by 
more than a couple of seconds, 
Solans beat Radstrom by 14.9s 
to leapfrog Tom Kristensson at 
thetop of the Junior standings.

Britain’s Tom Williams 
suffered myriad issues including
punctures, gearbox problems 
and,ultimately, a rally-ending 
hole in the sump. 

With a troubled start to the 
season well and truly behind 
him, Kalle Rovanpera took 
charge of WRC 2 Pro with a third
consecutive victory in the class. 

Rovanpera’s rally wasn’t all 
plain sailing, however. He lost the

leadtoteam-mateJanKopecky
brieflywhilehestruggledwith
theset-upof hisSkodaFabia
R5Evo.Softeningthecaroff
broughtmoregripandthe
opportunitytomovebacktothe
frontof thefield.Oncehewas
backthere.Hestayedthere.

“Thishasbeenoneof themost
difficultrallies,”hesaidof his
firstvisit toSardinia.“Theroads
aresodifferenttoPortugal, there
issolittlegripinplaces. It’sbeen
tough,butthegoodthingisthat
nowweknowthisforthefuture.

“Whenyoucometothese
rallies forthefirst timeit is
difficultbecauseyouarefinding
thetrickyplacesforthefirst
timewhenotherpeopleknow
aboutthem.”

Kopeckydeliveredasecond
successiveWRC2Pro1-2for
theCzechmarquewithMads
Ostbergthird.Stoppingtochange
abrokencastorarmonthefirst
stageproper(SS2)ruledhimout
of therunning,butthespeedthe
Norwegianshowedacrossthe
restof theeventdemonstrated
thepotentialof theC3R5andthe
continuedperformanceheoffers.

BritonGusGreensmith
signedoff histimeinacurrent
specificationFordFiestaR5with
alargelyforgettablefourth.He
wentoff theroadontheopening

Dayone:78.42miles;9stages
Weather: sunny 21-40ºC
End of day one: 1 Sordo/del Barrio 1h36m01.5s; 
2 Suninen/Lehtinen +10.8s; 3 Tanak/Jarveoja 
+11.2s; 4 Mikkelsen/Jaeger +20.2s; 5 Evans/Martin 
+20.3s; 6 Meeke/Marshall +29.5s
Day two: 88.49 miles; 6 stages
Weather: sunny 19-31ºC
End of day two: 1 Tanak/Jarveoja 3h04m10.3s; 2 
Sordo/del Barrio +25.9s; 3 Suninen/Lehtinen 
+42.9s; 4 Evans/Martin +1m25.4s; 5 Mikkelsen/
Jaeger +1m33.3s; 6 Neuville/Gilsoul +2m32.4s
Day three: 26.03 miles; 4 stages
Weather: sunny 17-28ºC

A mid-season change of co-driver’s never ideal. 
Unless you’re Jarmo Lehtinen joining Teemu 
Suninen, clearly. Ahead of the start Suninen joked 
that the 50-year-old is more senior than his father. 
But with age has come experience. And Suninen 
was the chief beneficiary of that experience last 
week. The M-Sport driver looked cool and calm as 
he collected a career-best second place (which 
was just 13.7s off the win) – his only mistake being 
a quick spin early in the event. Suninen’s runners-up 
spot allied to a fourth for Elfyn Evans ensured the 
Cumbrians further closed the gap on French rival 
Citroen in the makes’ race.

Evans missed out on a possible podium by just 
nine-tenths of a second after he was unable 
to contain Andreas Mikkelsen’s pace. The 
Norwegian made a decent enough start to the 
event, but got quicker as the second half of the 
rally progressed. By Sunday morning, Evans was 
in his sights and Mikkelsen was on a mission. 

Fastest on all four of the day’s stages, he passed 
the Welshman and quite possibly saved his career. 
“It’s been a good day today,” he said. “But I’m not 
sure how much further we could have gone driving 
at that speed – it was getting a little bit silly at times. 
But, you know, we had to go for it. We had to push. 
We knew we had nothing to lose because Thierry 
[Neuville] was right behind us, so if it went wrong, 
he could pick up the manufacturers’ points. I’m 
happy. The car worked, everything worked.”

Adamo’s words of wisdom had worked as well.
“I told him,” said Italian. “I said: ‘F**king hell, you 

are Andreas Mikkelsen! When you hear people 
outside cheering ‘Andreas’ it’s you they want. Not 
me! If you need to, put the sticker on the steering 
wheel: ‘I. Am. Andreas. Mikkelsen.’ And then I told 
him to push. Push. Push!’”

Evans was gutted to have lost out by such a small 
margin, admitting he’d been uncomfortable putting 
the Fiesta on the doorhandles in such a rough final 
stage. Mikkelsen, plainly, had put such concerns 
out of his mind and simply sent it. 

It’s been some amount of time since Neuville ran 
no higher than sixth on a round of the WRC. The 
Belgian managed to get just about every tyre choice 
wrong in the first half of the rally and was then further 
hampered by a rare pacenote mistake from Nicolas 
Gilsoul. Things went event further awry when, left 
with zero grip from the slicks beneath him, he spent 
Saturday afternoon bouncing his i20 Coupe WRC 
off just about everything from the hills to Alghero. 

Citroen’s event was pretty miserable with 
Sebastien Ogier making his stay beyond that 
Friday mistake worthwhile with four points in the 
powerstage, but Esapekka Lappi struggled to 
muster much enthusiasm for anything in seventh. 
Kris Meeke was quick to point to a lack of recent 
experience of the Sardinian roads and was 
determined to steer his Yaris down the middle of 
the road to a solid finish. Running sixth and playing 
himself firmly into theEvans/Mikkelsen fight, the
Northern Irishman foundsomethingsolid in the
middleof the roadwhichdamagedthe insideofa rim
and lefthimchangingapunctureonSaturday’s final
stageandclassifyinghisToyotaeighthaday later.

Continued from page 23
“It is a little bit difficult to accept 

this one. In some ways you could 
say, we didn’t win, but we came 
to the finish first.

“What did I say to Tommi? What 
could I say? I said nothing, anything 
I said would be stupid.”

But somebody somewhere would 
be saying something. Tanak could 
and probably should have won six 
of  this year’s eight rounds (Monte 
and Mexico are the odd ones out) 
and he should have been heading 
for his family holiday with a 
sizeable gap between himself  and 
his nearest challenger. But he’s not.

He is going on holiday. But 
he’s going with a four-point lead 
over Ogier and seven in hand 
over Neuville.

Initial thoughts at Toyota are of  
a bad batch of  steering parts, given 
the timing and the similar feedback 
from Latvala’s Friday issue. But on 
Sunday night, Tanak would care 
little for the detail. He’d been 
robbed. Again. 

It’s inevitable that a result like this 
can and always does detract from 
what the beneficiary. This time it 
really shouldn’t. Sordo drove an 
exceptional rally for the duration 
and richly deserves his victory. 

But he led a podium few would 
have predicted on Friday morning; 
following Sordo home were 
Suninen and Mikkelsen.

A fortnight ago the post-event 
press conference was full of  
intrigue and accusation as Ogier 
told us to tell you that he’d heard 
that Adamo had told Sordo to 
help Neuville. 

No such secrets were let out this 
time around. Instead, there was the 
united front of  a double Hyundai 
podium and the sort of  strong 

SUPPORTS

leadership the WRC has already 
come to expect of  Adamo. 

Portugal is past. It’s done. It’s of  
no interest what was or wasn’t said. 
The present is about first, third 
and a bigger lead in the 
manufacturers’ championship.

And the future is about Finland. 
So could Sordo find himself  doing 

more than just wearing a T-shirt 
and cheering the team on 
next month?

Adamo: “You know, I am really 
like that bird [Ostrich] which is 
burying its head in the sand.” 

Having confirmed Neuville and 
Mikkelsen, Adamo has until entries 
close on 1 July to extract his head 

from the sand and decide 
who will fly the third car in 
Jyvaskyla at the beginning 
of  August. 

Whoever it is had better be ready. 
There’s going to be one mighty 
miffed and doubly determined 
Estonian out for revenge at the 
start of  August.

day and suffered a broken hub 
on Saturday before bringing 
the car home for points on 
Sunday afternoon.

Pierre-Louis Loubet won 
WRC 2 despite suffering a brace 
of broken rear differentials 
aboard his Skoda Fabia R5. The 
Frenchman’s first transmission 
fault came on Friday and then 
he started to lose drive to the 
rear on Saturday afternoon his 
worst fears were confirmed of 
a double failure.

“We could not change for a 

second time,” he said. “You 
can only make two new rear 
differentials. Honestly, I thought 
it was finished – and we had a 
puncture, but we still made it.”

Takamoto Katsuta looked to 
have the class sorted on Sunday 
morning, before his rally was 
halted by a fire aboard his Ford 
Fiesta R5. Kajetan Kajetanowicz 
made the most of his switch from 
a Volkwsagen Polo GTI R5 to a 
Fabia to clinch second with 
Simone Tempestini third in 
his Hyundai.

Jan Solans had a battle with Dennis Radstrom to claim Junior WRC

RALLY ESSENTIALS

Meeke was restricted to eighth place



Rally Italy by any other name – oh yes,Sardegna...
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Faded from a fight at 
the front through Friday 
and into the weekend, 
then found himself 
embroiled in a battle 
with Neuville which he 
really should have won. 
Frustrating event to 
take the Welshman into 
the summer break.

Sublime effort from the 
Spaniard to lead at the 
end of day one and then 
stay there, right at the 
sharp end, for the balance 
of the event. If Tanak 
couldn’t take this one, 
the service park would 
collectively have wanted 
it to go to Sordo. 

Solid enough through 
the first half of the event, 
but really came good 
as he chased Evans 
down on Sunday. His 
performance to win all 
four final-day stages was 
as good as anything 
we’ve seen from him 
since his VW days.

Showed his peers up 
from the front on Friday. 
Looked well set for a 
maximum pointer when 
the steering aboard the 
Yaris decided otherwise. 
Heart-breaker for the 
super-fast Estonian.

Takes a 10 for being such a thoroughly decent bloke and
for bringing the car home in one piece to help a certain 
Estonian take the test Yaris WRC to a certain Estonian 
rally next month. 

Oh, Jari-Matti… 
“In 200 rallies, I have 
never made such a 
stupid mistake.” It’s 
very hard to argue with 
that. What’s worse is 
that Latvala’s error came 
when he was out front 
and leading the rally. 
Argh!

Was never going to set the 
world alight courtesy of his 
lack of recent experience, 
but he drove sensibly and 
would have bagged a 
respectable fifth. 
Unfortunately a broken rim 
turned that into eighth. 

For Suninen, those 
home roads on the 
next round can’t come 
soon enough. Coped 
with co-driver change 
brilliantly and 
benefitted immediately 
from the experience 
Jarmo Lehtinen brings 
to the car. 

Messy event for 
Hyundai’s principal 
title protagonist. 
Running order and 
taking the wrong tyres 
made for a tough start 
and the rally went 
away from him from 
there. Can’t afford 
too many of those…

SEBASTIENOGIER
CITROEN C3WRC

ESAPEKKALAPPI
CITROEN C3WRC

ELFYN EVANS
FORD FIESTA WRC

DANI SORDO
HYUNDAI i20 WRC

ANDREAS MIKKELSEN
HYUNDAI i20 WRC

OTT  TANAK 
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

JUHO HANNINEN 
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

JARI-MATTI LATVALA
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

KRIS MEEKE  
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

TEEMU SUNINEN
FORD FIESTA WRC

THIERRY NEUVILLE
HYUNDAI i20 WRC

DRIVER ANALYSIS BYDAVIDEVANS

Round 8/14, Rally Italia Sardegna 2019, June 13-16

 POS DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER CAR TIME
1 Dani Sordo (ESP)/Carlos del Barrio (ESP) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC 3h32m27.2s
2 Teemu Suninen (FIN)/Jarmo Lehtinen (FIN)  Ford Fiesta WRC +13.7s
3 Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jager (NOR)   Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +32.6s
4 Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Scott Martin (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC +33.5s
5 Ott Tanak (EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST)  Toyota Yaris WRC +1m30.1s
6 Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL)  Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +2m06.7s
7 Esapekka Lappi (FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN)  Citroen C3 WRC +2m59.6s
8 Kris Meeke (GBR)/Sebastian Marshall (GBR)  Toyota Yaris WRC +4m40.1s
9 Kalle Rovanpera (FIN)/Jonne Halttunen (FIN)  Skoda Fabia R5 Evo +8m24.6s
10 Jan Kopecky (CZE)/Pavel Dresler (CZE)   Skoda Fabia R5 Evo +8m49.2s
19 Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN)  Toyota Yaris WRC +20m36.0s
42 Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) Citroen C3 WRC +1h22m58.5s
R JuhoHanninen(FIN)/TomiTuominen (FIN)  Toyota Yaris WRC SS18/withdrawn

RESULTS

DRIVERS
POS DRIVERS PTS
1 Ott Tanak 150
2 Sebastien Ogier 146
3 Thierry Neuville 143
4 Elfyn Evans 78
5 Teemu Suninen 62
6 Kris Meeke 60
7 Andreas Mikkelsen 56
8 Dani Sordo 52
9 Esapekka Lappi 40
10 Jari-MattiLatvala 40

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
MANUFACTURERS
POS TEAMS PTS

1 Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT 242
2 Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT 198
3 Citroen Total WRT 170
4 M-Sport Ford WRT 152

Rookie error from a 
man who – even in 
his rookie season – 
never looked like 
making a rookie error. 
Overcame the desire 
to go home early, 
stayed on, hung in 
and collected four 
powerstage points. 
Worth it then. 

Another tough event
for the Finn who 
struggled to find grip 
from the C3 WRC 
and then suffered a 
power-sapping 
sensory issue on 
Saturday. Still a 
long way from what 
Lappi’s capable 
of. Finland next…
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NEXT
RALLY

JAN SOLANS
Any Junior driver who emerged from Rally Italy in one piece did well, but nobody did better 
than Jan Solans. Admittedly, he does have the advice of big brother and former JWRC 
champion Nil to leanon,butstill Jan’smaidenwinat this level was special.

COLIN CLARK
Grateful as we were for the Scot guiding the MN Ford Fiesta down the road to Cagliari on 
Sunday night, it would have been handy if he’d done so without bouncing out of every 
pothole as I tried to write these words! And if he’d gone a bit quicker and beaten Dan Barritt. 

WOODEN 
SPOON

STAR DRIVER

Will Tanak bounce 
back from his 
heartache?  

RALLY FINLAND
AUGUST 1-4



RACING REPORTS
CADWELL PARK: HSCC BY MARCUS PYE JUNE 15-16
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Historic Formula 3
Races 1 & 2: Jon
Milicevic (Brabham
BT21B)

70s Road Sports
Races 1: Charles Barter
(Datsun 240Z)
Race 2: Jeremy Clark
(Lotus Elan S4)

Classic Clubmans
Race 1: Mark Charteris
(Mallock Mk20/21)
Race 2: Clive Wood
(Mallock Mk20B)

Historic Formula Ford
2000
Race 1: Benn Simms
(Reynard SF77)
Race 2: Jason Redding
(Reynard SF79)

Historic Road Sports
Races 1 & 2: Kevin
Kivlochan (AC Cobra)

Historic Formula Ford
Races 1 & 2: Cameron
Jackson (Winkelmann
WDF2)

Guards Trophy
Races 1 & 2: Benn
Tilley (Lotus 23B)

Classic Racing Cars/
Formula Junior
Dan Pyett (Tecno-BDA
68)

Historic Touring Cars
Race 1: Shaun Balfe
(Ford Lotus Cortina)
Race 2: Bob Bullen
(Ford Anglia 105E)

WINNERS

Timms kept Milicevic
in sight in opener

HistoricFormula3championJon
Milicevicextendedhisunbeaten
JustinHalerTrophyrun inhisBrabham
BT21Btofouryearsandeight racesas
the1000ccscreamers returnedto
sensationalCadwellPark,apopular
period Internationalhuntingground.
TheAnglo-Croatianacewaspressed
throughoutSaturday’sgripperbyHF3
newcomerJeremyTimmsin theex-Reine
WisellChevronB15, fifthhere in ’69.

TimmswasmenacingMilicevic,
slipstreamingpastthepits,whenhesnicked
secondgearinsteadof fourth.Miraculously,
bothcarandFordMAEengine(with
11,800rpmonthetacho!)survivedthescary
lock-upandTimmskeptsecond.Frenchman
FrancoisDerossifinishedthirdinhisChevron
B17,aheadof JasonTimms(BT21),Paul
Waine’sbeautifuldeSanctisandMikeScott’s
ex-ErkkiSalminenBrabhamBT28.

FiftyyearsafterRonniePetersondebuted
theprototypeMarch693here,finishing
thirdinthe’69final, thislandmarkandthe
recentpassingof themarque’sco-founder
anddesignerRobinHerdwereremembered.
SimonArmerandF1000convertNeil
Armstrongdrove703stoseventhandeighth
ondayone,ArmerrepeatingonSunday
despiteaspin.

MilicevicwasfreedthenbyJeremyTimms’
earlyspin,fromwhichhehurtledbackto
fourth,eclipsingJon’sSaturdaybestlaptime.
CousinJasoneventuallybreachedDerossi’s
defencesforsecond.SwissreturneeChristoph
WidmerandWainecompletedthetopsix.

Elsewhere,raceresultswereas
unpredictableastheweather–glorious
sunshineoneminute, leadencloudsand
torrentialrainthenext–asmechanical
maladiesanddramaticexitsprecluded
doublesallroundintheHistoricSportsCar
Club’sannualWoldsTrophyevent.

CharlesBarter’sDatsun240Zoutran
JeremyClark’sLotusElaninaverystrong
70sRoadSportsopener,withKevin
Kivlochan(Morgan+8),WillLeverett
(LotusEuropa)andAdamBagnall(Jaguar
E-type)tightlybunchedbehind.Having
recoveredfromapoorgetawaytoleadrace
two,Barterslowedtowardstheendand
Clarksurgedpast.“IthoughtIhada
puncture,butthefanbelthadbrokenand
Iwasslidingonmyownwater,”ruedBarter.

MarkCharterisparedhisClassic

Clubmans laprecordto1m27.737s
(89.73mph)inadominantfirstrace,but
retiredonSundaywhenafrontwheelbearing
collapsed,benefitinginitial leaderCliveWood
inMallock’sworkshirecarandteam-mate
AlanCook.TrevorWelshwasecstaticwith
thirdinJohnBowles’Sports2000LolaT492.
TomDunstanwonSaturday’sB-Sport
(FF1600-engined)goldfromthebackonthe
returnof SteveClamp’sPenfold.BarryWebb
lostoutwith“acrowd-pleasingspin”ontothe
Mountainwhenhewastripped-uplapping
ChrisTolchard,butbeatDunstanonSunday.

Saturday’sHistoricFormulaFord2000
salvowasrestartedafterrainbroughtred
flagswiththefieldonslicks.Formerchampion
BennSimmsplacedhisReynardperfectlyto
preventreigningtriple-crownwearerAndy
Parkfrompassing,whileJasonRedding
completedaReynardpodiumlockout.Fraser
Collins(LolaT580)baggedearlyclasshonours
byusurpingPeterBelsey(PalliserP742).

Sunday’sracewasanunrulyaffair.Simms,
afterapoorstart,ambitiouslydivebombed
Parkdownhill intoMansfieldandclattered
overhim.Parkwasoutonthespotwitha
brokenuprightandtatteredbodywork,but
Simmscontinued,nowbehindRedding.With
BelseyembeddedintheHallBendsandPaul
AllenandJeremyMainoff attheMountainit
washaltedwithasenseof dejavu.Following
anotherrainlashing,nobodywantedasprint
soReddingwasdeservedlydeclaredwinner.

Intrepid‘KeKi’Kivlochansnarledhis
magnificentACCobraFoMoCoworks
demonstratortowetanddryHistoric
RoadSports victories,butRogerLee
(Lotus7)kepthimhonestonSunday.A
misunderstandingatParkendedSaturday’s
encounterwhenatapfromduellistJonathan
Rose(Elan)spunMarkGodfrey’sGinettaG4
intothepathof JonathanStringer’s7.

CameronJacksonstretchedhisHistoric
FF1600winningstreaktoseventhisterm,
butCallumGrantledbrieflyonSaturday.
TwosecondsallowedGranttocloseon
SpeedSportMerlyntwinsPierreLivingston
andBenTusting,nowjointsecondinthe
table.Livingston’sfranticearlyscrabble
pastGrantintoMansfieldenabledJackson
tobreakthetowonSunday.

Feeble support for Guards Trophy
and Classic Racing Cars experiments
should not detract from fine displays by
Benn Tilley and Dan Pyett.

MILICEVIC MAN TO BEAT IN
HISTORIC F3 THRASHES

Barter won first 70s Road Sports race but lost out in second contest

Hefty crash didn’t 
end Bullen’s event

Themostremarkablevictorof the
weekendwasperennialHistoricTouring
CarbattlerBobBullen.TheWarlingham
wizardbouncedbackfromaheftyimpact
withatyrewallinSunday’sopenertowin
itssequellessthanfourhourslaterina
comprehensivelybandagedFordAnglia
105E.“IhadnoideawhereI’dfinished,so
couldn’tbelieveitwhenIwastoldI’dwon!
Ithoughttheywerekiddingme,”hesaid.

Local McLaren GT racer Shaun Balfe 
had scored a relatively straightforward 
win from pole in the foreshortened 
morning stanza in his Lotus Cortina, 
leaving Rick Belcher in his two-litre 
version to be harassed by Bullen and 
Roger Stanford (Cortina). When spots of  
rain became a heavy shower, Bullen was 
inches behind Belcher when he touched 
the exit kerb at Charlies. Instantly the 
yellow Anglia shot back across the track to 
the inside then fishtailed on the wet grass 
as Bullen wrestled to regain control. “It 
went one way, then the other, but as I 
thought I’d got it straight, it spun round 
and hit the tyres backwards,” he said.

The long-serving 105E’s right rear 
corner was bent across almost to the alloy 
safety fuel tank in the boot compartment, 
the lid of  which detached. Remarkably, 
Bullen drove his wounded steed back to 
the paddock with rubber smoke pouring 
off  the tyre snagged by the restyled wheel 
arch. Most would have given up but not 
Bullen and his pal Mark Phelps. They 
jacked the wing out straight with a porta 
power, had the battered warhorse 

re-scrutineered,minusitsbootlid,and
regriddedforracetwo!

AsthepreviousFF2000racewasred-
flaggedfollowingaseriesof incidents,
Bullenhadhedgedhisbetsontyres.With
aneyetodarkcloudsgatheringoverPark
Cornerhe’dputdeepergrooved‘wets’on
thefrontbutastheracewascalledearly
hadjustsufficienttimetofitmatching
rears.FormerchampionRogerGodfrey
didn’t have that opportunity thus his Mini 
Cooper S started with almost bald rubber 
on the rear.

Balfe opted to start from the pits with 
rally man Peter Smith while Stanford in 
another Cortina chose to go from the back, 
joining Bullen. Bob was fourth by the end 
of  lap one and took the lead from Godfrey’s 
floundering Mini inside four. Thereafter 
he powered clear, leaving Godfrey to stave 
off  impressive local man Michael Sheraton 
(Anglia), then acknowledged rainmeister 
Adrian Oliver (Hillman Imp). 

Oliver reeled Godfrey in, but went off  
trying to round him onto the Mountain. 
“All my own doing,” said the quadruple 
champion who salvaged fourth behind 
Sheraton. Oliver was not far ahead of  
1970s Mini rallycrosser Nick Jesty who 
broke a 42-year sabbatical at Snetterton 
this month in his self-built Cooper S. 

“I expected to see Adrian in the wall 
next time round,” grinned Godfrey. 
Bullen was more surprised. “I thought 
Balfe was going to suddenly be in my 
mirrors then power past.” Unbeknown to 
him, Balfe had retired after two slow laps. 

BULLEN BOUNCES BACK
FROM SHUNT WITH VICTORY
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Angleseymarkedthefirst
appearanceoftheRacing
Prideinitiativelogoonthe
750MotorClubcars.“It’s
quitesurreal,”co-founder
RichardMorrissaid.“A
coupleofmonthsagothe
RacingPridelogowasjust
onacoupleofpeople’s
laptops.It’savisible
showofsupportthat
makespeoplethinkthat
motorsportcanbeaplace
foreveryone.There’sabig
differencebetween
knowingyou’dbealright
withsomeonecomingout
inyourteamandthem
knowingyou’dbefinewith
it.”Morriscompetedinthe
RGBSports1000races,
taking two second places.

There was a healthy grid of 16 for Formula Vee Ireland’s first visit to 
Anglesey since 2010, repaying the UK field’s visit to Mondello Park in 
2018. The event continues a long tradition of trips across the Irish Sea for 
Formula Vee, before the journeys became unviable. “We used to come 
over every year but the recession put paid to that,” explained two-time 
champion Adam Macaulay, who raced in the UK series for the Anglesey 
meeting. “The Irish cars are a bit slower than the UK ones but the nature 
of this track pretty much puts them on a par.”

Dave Watson debuted 
one of two new Spire 
RB-7s in the RGB Sports 
1000 Championship 
races at Anglesey as 
an invitational entry 
with the intention of 
eventually running 
the car in the Classic 
Sports Car Club’s 
Magnificent 7s Series. 
The car managed two 
top five finishes over 
the weekend. Designer 
Paul Nightingale said: 
“We’re just using this 
weekend as a test 
weekend really. It’s 
the first time out of the 
box so we’ll see if it’s 
behaving itself. Dave’s 
been getting to grips 
with it, because he’s 
only been driving aero 
cars for a while so it’s 
a new driving style.”

Photos: Steve Jones

Christopher ‘Chippy’
Wesemael made it two from
two in the RGB Sports 1000
Championship during the
750 Motor Club’s trip to
Anglesey, although Richard
Morris kept him honest.

In the first race Morris had
climbed back up the field after a
bad start in his Spire to chase
down Wesemael’s Mittell MC-53
in the final laps, benefiting from
the leader getting stuck in traffic.
The final lap board was not shown,
potentially denying Morris an
opportunity to make a move for
the lead, the former Formula Ford
1600 racer finishing less than half
a second behind Wesemael. Morris
hunted him down again in the
closing stages of the second race
but couldn’t prevent Wesemael
continuing his clean sweep of 2019.

Ryan Polley pulled out an
advantage over championship
rivals Don De Graaff and James
Bark, winning two of the three Clio
182 races. Bark took victory in the
first race of the weekend and Bark
and Polley enjoyed a tight battle
for the win in the second race while
De Graff finished in 12th after
contact. While Bark crossed the
line first, he received a 15-second
penalty for abusing track limits,
promoting Polley to the top step.
After inheriting one win, Polley
chased down De Graaff in the third
race, making his move through
Peel to achieve two in a row.

Graham Gant (WEV) took the

opening Formula Vee race,
although Ben Miloudi (Storm)
remained close on his tail for
the entirety of the race. Miloudi
had a poor getaway in race two,
resulting in contact with the
Sheane Jordan of Ian Jordan but
survived to take the lead from
Adam Macaulay by the mid-point
of the race. Gant got past for second
on the next lap but couldn’t take
the lead from Miloudi, crossing
the line three seconds behind.

Irish Formula Vee competitors
also joined the 750 Motor Club
meeting at Anglesey and Jimmy
Furlong had a strong start in the
first race before Dan Polley took
the lead and held it until the final
lap. But championship leader
Anthony Cross was the man to
beat, snatching first place to take
his fourth victory of the season.

Former champion Polley would
get his chance on the top step of
the podium before his trip to the
UK was over, however, slipping
past leader Furlong in race two
when he braked too late and went
wide into Rocket.

A one-off return for Ben Powney
to the Locost Championship
proved very successful as he
romped to victory in the first and
third of the weekend’s races.
Powney had competition but a
mechanical failure for Thomas
Gadd, who was the championship
leader coming into the weekend,
in the final race took the pressure
off Powney in the latter stages.

Gadd prevented Powney from
taking a clean sweep, battling back
to take race two honours after a
bad start from the front row.

It was a similar story in the
MX-5 Cup where Paul Bateman
took two victories out of three.
In the second of the three races
Bateman spun on the damp track as
he battled for the lead, leaving him
crossing the line in sixth, with the
win instead going to Steve Foden.

Mark Inman dominated the two
Armed Forces Race Challenge
rounds in his Vauxhall VX220,
crossing the line 25 seconds ahead
of Ed Fuller and Andy Holborn
battling for second in the latter
race. In the additional handicap
race it was Douglas Inglis who
took victory in the 25-minute dash
in his MX-5, with Inman having to
settle for third place after making
his way up through the field.

Andy Hiley (Chronos HR1S)
had mixed fortunes in the Sports
Specials championship, being
passed for the lead at the hairpin
by Paul Boyd (Eclipse SM1) and
dropping to second, a position
that seemed in danger when Hiley
spun while attempting to pass a
backmarker as he chased down
his rival. While he kept second,
Hiley would make no such mistake
again in the next race, leading
right from the first corner. Martin
Gambling had an impressive
drive to second in his Eclipse after
starting at the back of the grid for
ignoring the black and orange flag.

CHIPPY COOKS UP
A DOUBLE VICTORY

PolleydivesaheadofDeGraaffatPeel toclaimhissecondClio182winof theweekend

Wesemaelwontwicealthoughdidhavetowatchout forMorris lateoninbothraces

RGB Sports 1000 
Championship 
Race 1 & 2: Christopher 
Wesemael (Mittell MC-53)

Clio 182 Championship 
Race 1: James Bark
Race 2 & 3: Ryan Polley

Formula Vee Championship 
Race 1: Graham Gant 
(WEV FV01)

Race 2: Ben Miloudi 
(Storm GKBM 2015)

Formula Vee Ireland 
Race 1: Anthony Cross 
(Irish Formula Vee)
Race 2: Dan Polley 
(LOH Sheane)

Locost Championship 
Race 1 & 3: Ben Powney
Race 2: Thomas Gadd

MX-5 Cup 
Race 1 & 3: Paul Bateman
Race 2: Steve Foden

Armed Forces Race 
Challenge 
Race 1 & 2: Mark Inman 
(Vauxhall VX220)
Handicap Race: Douglas Inglis 
(Mazda MX-5)

Sports Specials 
Championship 
Race 1: Paul Boyd 
(Eclipse SM1)
Race 2: Andy Hiley 
(Chronos HR1S)

Bikesports Championship 
Race 1, 2 & 3: Josh Smith 
(Radical PR6)

WINNERS
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With over 15 years of experience
No job is too small for our team

01606 249181
WWW.TNSAUTOS.CO.UK

Unit 16, King Street Industrial Estate, Middlewich, Cheshire, CW10 9LF

Competition Car Preparation & On Event Management
Motorsport is one of our big passions.
Allow TnS to build or prepare your
Race & Rally Cars. With years of
experience, we pride ourselves in
high quality work and will ensure that
your competition car performs to its
highest possible standard.

Along with competing in events (and winning a few trophies
along the way), we also offer a professional, first class services
for all your needs and requirements.

Colin Treeby, Director of TnS Rally has worked alongside a
number of professional teams, being one of the first to build
and developed a rotary engine into a mark 2 escort – being one
of the first of its kind.

Travelling around Europe, proving event managements to many
teams throughout the years and working with some high class
and well known drivers.

We are specialists in Fiesta XR2, Escort XR3i, MK2 Escorts,
Subaru’s and RX7 Mazda’s to name just a few. Whatever your
requirements are, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

Vehicle Repairs

Vehicle Servicing

Whether you have warning lights on your dashboard,
hear squeaking noises from below or experience
unexplainable knocking, we can help. Call up our

friendly team and we will be on hand to offer advice,
or even better drop by so we can give your vehicle a
thorough inspection. Collection and drop off may be
available if you live or work within 5 miles from King

Street Industrial Estate.

From oil changes to brake checks we can provide
anything from a mini to a full service on all makes and
models of vehicles. Whilst your car or van is with us,
we will also perform a vehicle health check on other
aspects including tyres, suspension, bearings, lights
and wiper blades to name just a few. Nothing is too
much trouble so you can call any time for general
enquires or just a bit of advice from a professional and
friendly Technician.

Europe’s fastest-growing manufacturer of
thermoformedmotorsportpolycarbonate race/
rally carwindows for individualsor teams, using
the latest CAD equipment and technologies.

We are an innovative company whose staff
have over 20 years’ experience in motorsport.

Theia Transparency’s Ltd. can provide our
clients with individual ‘one offs’ or high
volume orders and also use our knowledge
and experience to advise on technical
advice or any particular query you may have.

01942 665 202
www.theiatransparency.com 5%
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For any info on working with Custom Motorsport Fabrications
please contact John or Craig on

07895 800194
info@custommotorsportfabricationsltd.co.uk

CustomMotorsport Fabrications
would like to congratulate

John Stevens and Stephen Moyses for driving an
amazing rally and finishing first in class in the
Rex Pet Hotel Flying Fortress Stages 2019.
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OULTON PARK: MSVR BY KYRAN GIBBONS JUNE 15
Photos: Rachel Bourne

Mini Challenge
Race 1 & 2: Daniel
Butcher-Lord
(Mini Cooper S)

F3 Cup
Race 1 & 2:
Stefano Leaney
(Dallara F313)

Heritage Formula
Ford 1600
Race 1: Tom Brown
(Van Diemen RF91)
Race 2: Oliver White
(Van Diemen RF89)

Elise Trophy
Race 1 & 2: Alex
Ball (Lotus Elise S2)

Monoposto
F3/2000/1400
Race 1: Alex Fores
(Dallara F301)
Race 2: Tony Bishop
(Dallara F304)

Monoposto Moto
1000/1800/
1600/Classic
Race 1 & 2:
Dominic Shepherd
(JKS)

WINNERS

Butcher-Lord won
both Mini races

Daniel Butcher-Lord seized a
double victory in a Mini Challenge
round that influenced the course
of the entire Oulton Park meeting.

Halfway through the opening
Mini race, seven barrier posts were
damaged on the approach to the Shell
Hairpin when AM-class polesitter
Josh Porter suffered an excursion.

The race was red flagged and a
90-minute delay followed as barrier
repairs were attempted, but officials
eventually made the decision to switch
to the shorter Island layout for the
remainder of the meeting, thus
avoiding the damaged barriers.

For the first race of each category
that followed, three sighting laps
behind the safety car were required
in order for the drivers to familiarise
themselves with the new layout.

After clinching victory from pole in
the truncated race one, Butcher-Lord
started fourth for the second outing
of the day on a partially reversed
grid while chief rival Rob Austin
started third.

Polesitter Sami Bowler initially
absorbed significant pressure from
both Austin and Butcher-Lord after
the two had scythed passed Alan Lee
at Old Hall early in the race.

Butcher-Lord dived to the inside
of Bowler at Old Hall and while she
valiantly grappled on the outside line
it was to no avail. Austin then swiftly
demoted her to third place at Island
hairpin two corners later and clinched
another second-place finish to match
his race one result.

A wet opening F3 Cup race was
effectively contested over three laps.
The initial safety car period for track
acclimatisation was extended when
George Line stopped on track and once
his car was recovered, just five minutes
remained on the clock.

That was all third-placed Stefano
Leaney needed, though, as he
brilliantly passed Cian Carey on
the outside wet line at Old Hall, before
jumping polesitter Chris Dittmann on
the outside at Lodge just one lap later
en route to victory.

Strategic gambles would define
the second race. With the whole field
having left the paddock on wet tyres,
front-row starters Dittmann and Carey
sacrificed their track position to pit
for dry rubber at the start.

Leaney inherited the lead and,
despite the drying surface, proceeded
to comfortably control the race from
the front. Dittmann finished a distant
fourth after losing 50 seconds during
his pitstop gamble, while Carey ended
up in the barriers after a spin.

In Heritage Formula Ford, Tom
Brown and Oliver White proved to be
the class of the field by each scooping
a victory.

Brown sealed the win in the opening
race of the day before White struck
back. The two were centimetres from
contact running side-by-side down the
pit-straight before White’s momentum
allowed him to seize the lead on the
outside entering Old Hall.

Alex Ball swept the Elise Trophy
races, first converting pole into race
one victory in damp conditions despite
having never driven the car in the wet.

He swiftly climbed from 10th on
the grid in race two, his ascent
headlined by a double overtake at
Lodge, demoting Paul Baker on the
brakes before beating Chris Marks
on corner exit to seize the lead.

Alex Fores sealed victory in the first
Monoposto F3 race, before spinning
out of the lead at Cascades in race
two. Initially dropping to fourth, he
recovered to second but the win
belonged to Tony Bishop.

MINI CRASH FORCES TRACK
LAYOUT CHANGE

Ball (47) took a double victory in EliseTrophy on Oulton Park’s National layout
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FINAL-STAGE VERSCHUEREN ERROR HANDS VICTORY TO BEDORET
Rally van Wervik
By Simon Gronow
 
Organiser: Auto club Scuderica Vervica When: June 15 
Where: Wervik, Belgium Championships: Motorsport UK 
Asphalt Rally Championship; Flanders International Rally 
Challenge Stages: 12 Starters: 147.

A day of testing for the  
upcoming Ypres Rally proved 
worthwhile for Sebastien 
Bedoret/Thomas Walbrecq, 
who overcame changing 
weather conditions throughout 
the day to win Rally van Wervik 
in their Skoda Fabia R5. 

After completing the opening 
slippery stage, some suspension 
changes worked well and the pair 
were able to capitalise on a late 
mistake by Vincent Verschueren  
to win by 4.5 seconds.

Going into the last stage, 
Verschueren and Stephane Prevot 
had a lead of  almost 12 seconds in 
their similar car after setting fastest 
times on five of  the stages. Over the 
early stages, they lost their Fabia’s 
rear bumper and then found their 
tyres too soft for the eighth and 
ninth tests. Things went further 
wrong on the final stage when a  
spin dropped them to second place.

Following a three year lay-off, 
Freddy Loix made a welcome 
return before he too attempts  
Ypres, as he and Pieter Tsjoen had  

a successful day acclimatising to 
their new Fabia, finding a good set 
up as they set two fastest times 
before finishing third.

PJM Cracco/Jasper Vermeulen 
found suspension changes 
improved the handling of  their 
Skoda as they took fourth, and the 
afternoon went well for Kevin 
Demaershalk/Lara Vanneste  
who moved up to fifth in their 
Citroen C3 R5. Marty McCormack/
Barney Mitchell dropped from 
fourth to sixth place following a 
road penalty.

On the first stage, Hugh Hunter/
Rob Fagg had been quickest of   
the Motorsport UK Asphalt 
Championship crews, setting 
fourth fastest time, before spinning 
out of  the event on a wet left-hander 
on SS2. Jason Pritchard/Phil 
Clarke (Ford Fiesta S2000) and 
Damian Cole/Dale Bowen (Ford 
Fiesta RS WRC) then fought for the 
honour of  leading Asphalt crew, 
with Pritchard holding the early 
advantage before Cole overtook him 
on stage six. Pritchard had no time 
to respond, as brake issues on his 
Fiesta S2000 curtailed his day, while 
Cole, who said stage three was 
probably the slippiest he had ever 
driven on, took eighth overall and 
maximum championship points.

Challenging Cole hard over the 

later stages wereBelgiandebutants
John Stone/JackMortonwhowere
having a greatrunintheirFiestaRS
WRC, finishinglessthan16seconds
behind in ninthplace.Despitetyre
problems, DarrenAtkinson/Phil
Sandham werethethirdAsphalt
and first two-wheel-drivecrew
in their Ford EscortMk2,while
Rhidian Daniels/TomosWhittle
fought back to thirdinclassaftera
coil lead came off ontheirCitroen
C1 Max.
Results
1 Sebastien Bedoret/Thomas Walbrecq (Skoda Fabia
R5) 49m46.5s; 2 Vincent Verschueren/Stephane Prevot
(Fabia R5) +4.5s; 3 Freddy Loix/Pieter Tsjoen (Fabia R5);
4 PJM Cracco/Jasper Vermeulen (Fabia R5); 5 Kevin
Demaershalk/Lara Vanneste (Citroen C3 R5); 6 Marty
McCormack/Barney Mitchell (Fabia R5); 7 Jim van den
Heuvel/Jouri Dockx (Ford Fiesta R5); 8 Damian Cole/
Dale Bowen (Ford Fiesta RS WRC); 9 John Stone/Jack
Morton (Fiesta RS WRC); 10 Tuur Vanden Abeele/Stijn
Stragier (Fiesta R5).
Class winners: Christophe Mulliez/Michiel Tytgat (Toyota
Yaris); Stijn Degrande/Frederic Legrand (Citroen Saxo);
Lieven Brulez/Benny Aeck (SEAT Ibiza); Stefaan Tjoens/
Greet Passchyn (Mitsubishi Lancer E10); Steven Dolfen/
Thijs Ozeel (Opel Adam); Simon Thomas/Robbie
Vermeersch (Peugeot 306 Kit Car); Pieter-Jan Maeyaert/
Yves Dewulf (Ford Escort Mk 2); Bedoret/Walbrecq; Karel
Verschuere/Ruben Boudrez (Simca 1000 Rallye 2); Vince
Bristow/Tim Sayer (Escort Mk1); Rik Vannieuwenhuyse/
Kenny Deroo (Escort Mk2); Paul Lietaer/Geert Wallays
(Opel Manta); Bram Fonteyne/Johan Willaert (Volvo 240
Turbo); Dick Lambrecht/Peggy Brock (Opel Corsa); Koen
Beyne/Frank Gillebert (Peugeot 205 Gti); Didier
Vanwijnsberghe/Paul Snoeck (Toyota Celica); John
Reddington/Darragh Mullen (Escort Mk2); Iain/Andrew
Gibson (Honda Civic Type-R); John/Richard Wood (Ford Bedoret/Walbrecq overcame tricky conditions in Belgium to win aboard Fabia R5
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Ford Fiesta R5
crew took win

Photo: Kevin Money

RINTOUL AND HYND
BACK ON TOP AT LAST

Photo: John Fife

Dominant display by Longfellow and Ward leaves them flying high

Correct strategy call proves the key difference for Self and Davis

Crail Summer Stages
By John Fife

Organiser: Glenrothes Motor Sport Club When: June 15 Where: 
Crail Airfield, Fife Championships: Scottish Tarmack Rally 
Championship, North East England Tarmac Rally Championship, 
Junior 1000 Ecosse Challenge  Stages: 5 Starters: 66.

It’s been four years since John Rintoul 
and Ross Hynd last stood on the top 
step at the finish of  a rally, but they 
were back up there last weekend at 
the Crail Summer Stages. 

After spending those four fruitless 
years with a variety of  ‘hybrid’ cars, 
first time out in his new Ford Fiesta 
R5 there was no stopping Rintoul.

Winner of  the previous Scottish 

Tarmack Championship round, 
Alistair Inglis didn’t make it beyond 
the first stage. The Lotus Exige spun 
backwards into a tyre route marker 
which damaged the rear-mounted 
exhaust and manifold. The expected 
threat from Andrew Kirkaldy also 
failed to materialise when his Ford 
Escort Mk2 suffered a recurrence 
of  its fuel pressure problems from 
last month’s Granite Rally and was 
withdrawn after three stages.

That left Colin Gemmell and Pete 
McCallum holding second place 
overall in their Escort Mk2, although 
John Marshall had started to close 
them down in his Subaru Impreza 

until he struck a route marker and 
broke a wheel. 

Equalling his best result and 
finishing on the podium for the second 
time was Greg Inglis, alongside Colin 
Harkness in his Exige. They might 
well have put Gemmell under more of  
a threat had it not been for brake fade 
over the first two stages which was 
later cured by changing the fluid 
and fitting harder disc pads.

Alan Gardiner scored a fine fourth 
in his Escort Mk1, just 10 seconds
ahead of  Richard Sutherland’s Opel
Manta while Andy Horne rounded off
the top half  dozen second time out in
his Darrian T90. Brian Watson was

setting top six times until he 
encountered the World Rally 
Championship-inspired donut test 
in SS3, and missed it! The Impreza 
S11 WRC05 stalled as he tried to get 
back on course and simply refused 
to fire up again.

The 1600cc class honours went to 
Kyle Adam in his Escort Mk2, who 
finished an impressive seventh overall 
despite the frenetic attentions of  
Des Campbell’s Peugeot 206 and 
Stephen Hay in his Vauxhall Corsa.
Stephen Bethwaite took the 1400 class
in his Nova Sport when all his rivals
wilted along the way.

Having finished third overall three

events ago and second last time out, 
Cameron Davidson scored his first 
Junior 1000 victory at the weekend in 
his VW Up! alongside Ian McRae. Ollie 
Hunter was only six seconds slower 
over the first test, but his Peugeot 106 
broke a driveshaft on SS2.
Results
1 John Rintoul/Ross Hynd (Ford Fiesta R5) 1h01m59s; 2 Colin 
Gemmell/Peter McCallum (Ford Escort Mk2) +01m07s; 3 Greg 
Inglis/Colin Harkness (Lotus Exige); 4 Alan Gardiner/David Robson 
(Escort Mk1); 5 Richard/Jack Sutherland (Opel Manta); 6 Andy/
Alison Horne (Darrian T90); 7 Kyle Adam/Fiona Moir (Escort Mk2); 
8 Alan Wallace/Darren Robertson (Mitsubishi Lancer E6); 9 Des
Campbell/Craig Forsyth (Peugeot 206); 10 Michael Robertson/
Murray Milne (Honda Civic Type R).
Class winners: Stephen Bethwaite/Ann Forster (Vauxhall
Nova Sport); Adam/Moir; Inglis/Harkness; Gemmell/McCallum;
Rintoul/Hynd; Cameron Davidson/Ian McRae (VWUp!)

MidSummerCaerwent
BySimonGronow

Organiser:ForrestersCarClubWhen:June16Where:
CaerwentMODTrainingArea,WalesChampionships:
WAMCWelshNationalTarmacadamChampionship;
WAMCWelshJuniorRallyChallenge;F1000Senior
RallyChampionship;F1000JuniorChampionship
Stages:6Starters:74.

Aninspiredtyrechoiceonawet
stagethreepavedthewayfor
JamesSelf totakehismaiden
rallywinasheandIanDavis
wontheMidSummerCaerwent
StagesintheirFordFiestaR5.

Theyhadtowithstandaninitial
strongchallengefromDave
Willett/JohnDavies,whohad
tradedfastesttimeswiththem
beforeretiringtheirFordEscort
Mk2withelectricalproblems.

FromthenonSelf wasnever

headedassecond-placedMarcus
Pagett/RhysStonemanovercame
someinterestingmomentsduring
thedayintheirNissanMicraKit
Car.ReigningWelshchampions
RichardMerriman/KathCurzon
hadtobecontentwiththirdin
theirDarrianT90.

RobHughes/SionCunniff had
agoodruntofourthintheirFiesta
R5,asdidEricRoberts/Merfyn
Williams,whowontheirclassand
camefifthoverallontheirfirst
CaerwentrunaboardanEscort
Mk2despitethedrivernotfeeling
wellallday.

LlyrJonesdroppeddownthe
orderaftergettinghisEscortRS
beachedonakerb,PhilTurner’s
MitsubishiLancerE9suffered
bodydamageandThomasCooper

losttimewhenhesuffereda
punctureonhisLancerE8.

IntheJuniorsection,Elliot
Payne/CarlWilliamsonandRob
Wilson/MartinHaggetttiedon
timeswithvictorygoingtoPayne
onthefurthestclearancerule.
Results
1 James Self/ Ian Davis (Ford Fiesta R5) 1h11m02s; 2
Marcus Pagett/Rhys Stoneman (Nissan Micra Kit Car)
+1m55s; 3 Richard Merriman/Kath Curzon (Darrian
T90); 4 Rob Hughes/Sion Cunniff (Fiesta R5); 5 Eric
Roberts/Merfyn Williams (Ford Escort); 6 Ian Sutton/
Karen Phelps (T90); 7 Paul Walker/Geraint Thomas
(Escort Mk2); 8 David Morgan/Richard Suter (T90
GTR); 9 Lee Halfpenny/Christopher Ridge (Escort
Mk2); 10 Malcolm/Rhys Jones (Peugeot 206 GTi 180).
Class winners: Will Mains/Claire Williams (Vauxhall
Nova); Tony/Lisa Rendell (Escort Mk1); Pagett/
Stoneman; Mick/Ben Jowers (Escort); Roberts/
Williams; Hughes/Cunniff; Jones/Jones; Rod/Kevin
Haven (Escort RS); Elliot Payne/Carl Williamson
(Citroen C1).

Flying Fortress Stages
By Peter Scherer

Organiser:Dukeries MCWhen:June 16Where:
Grafton Underwood, NorthantsChampionships:
EMAMC Stage Rally Championship, ANEMMC
Stage Rally ChampionshipStages: 8Starters:58.

Having set the fastest time on
the opening five stages, David
Longfellow and Daniel Ward
(Subaru Impreza) built up a
decisive lead which secured
their second successive victory
on the Flying Fortress Stages.

Initially, it was David
McMullan/Marc Melhuish’s
Mitsubishi Lancer E6 that was

Longfellow’s main challenger
until a gearbox problem put
them out after three stages.

Both Martin Farrar/Andy
Ward’s Impreza and Dave
Hornbrook/Matthew Sample’s
Lancer E6 started well. They
were in third and fourth
respectively after the first stage
but, after dropping to eighth
on stage two, Hornbrook was
out with a broken boost pipe.
Farrar followed a stage later
after hitting a chicane.

With their rivals’ various
problems, Martin Pavier/Peter
Kettle’s Impreza had climbed

Maiden rally
win for Self

from an early sixth into second 
by the end of  stage four and 
continued to consolidate 
their position, aided by the 
fastest stage times on the 
final three stages.

Jason Sharpe/Benjamin 
Hume held off  a mid-rally 
challenge from Gary Wayne/
Sam Bailey’s similar Impreza as 
they retained third and fourth 
from stage three onwards. 

Scott Renshaw/Chris 
Bullock’s Impreza held fifth 
from half  distance but, having 
been sixth for a while, Stuart 
Cadman/Dennis Suttenwood’s 
Lancer E4 retired with a broken 
driveshaft. Sean and Max 
Bailey’s Impreza had recovered 
to sixth pace after an earlier 
problem until they collected a 
log pile. That left Ian Tiffany/
Graham White’s Impreza 
to complete the top six.
Results
1 David Longfellow/Daniel Ward (Subaru Impreza) 
1h09m41s; 2 Martin Pavier/Peter Kettle (Impreza) 
+1m03s; 3 Jason Sharpe/Benjamin Hume (Impreza); 
4 Gary Wayne/Sam Bailey (Impreza); 5 Scott 
Renshaw/Chris Bullock (Impreza); 6 Ian Tiffany/
Graham White (Impreza); 7 John Stevens/Stephen 
Moyses (Ford Escort Mk2); 8 Rob Smithson/Martin 
Corbett (Escort Mk2); 9 Hugh Peat/Steve McNulty 
(Impreza); 10 Andy Smith/Bob Draper (Impreza). 
Class winners: Joseph/Rene Van Vilsteren (Nissan 
Micra); Mick Pickles/Beverley Warren (Micra); Andy 
Graham/Cass Graham (Escort Mk2); Stevens/
Moyses; Smithson/Corbett; Longfellow/Ward.Victory for Subaru Impreza crew was by more than a minute

Photo: EDP Photo



Marklund’scheerwasshort-lived

WORLD RALLYCROSS: NORWAY
32  JUNE 19 2019  motorsport-news.co.uk Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

I
n the qualifying stages 
at least, timing is critical 
in rallycross. The race 
against the clock in 
chasing the fastest 
times, and the timing 
of  each individual race 

as the track evolves session by 
session, race by race. But it was 
a specific time of day that had the 
biggest effect on the Norwegian 
round of the World Rallycross 
Championship at Hell.

Approaching 1500hrs on Sunday, the
headlines were already being prepared
in some quarters about a dream return 
for Niclas Gronholm, who has been 
sidelined for the two preceding rounds 
by complications surrounding an 
appendicitis operation.

Gronholm had returned with a 
bang in Norway, the Finn was fastest 
in Q1 and Q2 on Saturday to take 
the overnight lead then, despite 
points-leader Timmy Hansen taking 
the fastest time in Q3 on Sunday 
morning, he was again quickest 
in Q4 to secure top spot in the 
Intermediate Classification.

But, as the cars rolled into pre-grid 
20 minutes before the semi-finals at 
the Lankebanen circuit, dark clouds 
that had brought a chill to the air in 
a weekend of baking sunshine turned 
to spits of  precipitation. Moments 
later, at 1447hrs, a deluge hit the 
Norwegian venue.

Hell was a wash-out and Gronholm 
faced the biggest challenge of  his 
weekend so far by starting on pole, 
on the same row that the five-abreast 
qualifying starts had been laying 
rubber on all weekend. 

While the drivers on rows two 
and three would be graced by a less 
polished surface, there was little 
Gronholm and GRX team-mate Timur 
Timerzyanov could do about being on 
row one. Well-planned tyre strategies 
had gone out of  the window: those that 
had saved new rubber for later losing 
out most and, in heavy rain, it was all 
about equal opportunity and the 
potential for action.

Starting from row three in the first 
semi, Guerlain Chicherit made an 
exceptional launch, passed the entire 
field and entered the braking area for 
Turn 1 into totally unknown grip 
levels. The move didn’t work and, 
desperately trying to get his Renault 
Megane RS RX stopped, Chicherit was 
touched in the rear by Timerzyanov. 
Then he spun completely when 
collected by Timo Scheider’s SEAT 
Ibiza. With cars heading in all 
directions into the joker, Gronholm 
took the lead on the standard lap and 
tip-toed his way around the sodden 
circuit and secured a race win. Behind,
series newcomer Kevin Abbring 
battled with Timerzyanov, twice 
passing the Russian to make it 
into the final on his debut.

While Chicherit had made the 
best launch in semi-final one, the 
opportunity for the newest of  his 
five stable-mates to do the same in 

GRONHOLM GAINS FROM
MARKLUND’S PAIN
Hal Ridge watched the WRC ace’s son take his maiden World RX win

Photos: World RX

Gronholm mastered a 
tricky track surface

semi-final two had been denied when 
Rokas Baciuska was disqualified from 
Q3 for illegal use of  the launch control 
button after the start, handing a 
semi-final qualifying position to 
British driver Liam Doran.

From sixth on the grid, Doran 
launched his Audi S1 into the lead on 
the run to Turn 1 as poleman Timmy 
Hansen dropped to the back of  the pack.
With a first-lap joker, Doran, hounded 
by Anton Marklund and Timmy 
Hansen, hunted down the leading trio 
of  Kevin Hansen, Andreas Bakkerud 
and Cyril Raymond. 

By the end of  the second tour, 
Doran was right with the top three, 
guaranteeing himself  a place in the 
final when Raymond jokered on lap 
three and dropped to sixth. Kevin 
Hansen and Bakkerud jokered on the 
final tour, and while Bakkerud dropped
out of  contention, the Hansen brothers 
ran side-by-side into Turn 2, Kevin 
claiming the final qualifying position.

While Gronholm’s launch from the 
slippery pole hadn’t been terrible in the
semi-final, it wasn’t good in the final. 

The Hyundai driver lost track 
position to Abbring and Hansen at the 
first corner, as a fast-starting Doran 
headed straight into the joker, followed 
by Marklund and Janis Baumanis. 
With impressive conviction on his 
debut for the ES Motorsport team, 
Abbring started to gap Hansen and 
Gronholm on the third lap, with 
Gronholm trying everything he 
knew to find a way past Hansen, 
knowing that the trio behind, led by 
Doran, were closing in.

Abbring jokered on lap five and 
dropped out of  contention while, on 
the standard lap at the same time, 
Gronholm and Hansen both got out of  
shape in the run to Turn 2. Doran lifted, 
not getting involved, knowing the pair 
still had to joker. 

Out of  the corner and down the hill, 

RESULTS
FIA World Rallycross
When: June 15-16 Where: Hell, Norway Starters:50
POS DRIVER  CAR TIME
1 Niclas Gronholm Hyundai i20 4m35.753s
2 Kevin Hansen Peugeot 208 +0.344s
3 Janis Baumanis Ford Fiesta +0.817s
4 Kevin Abbring Skoda Fabia +2.412s
5 Liam Doran Audi S1 +20.763s
DQ Anton Marklund Renault Megane N/A

Doran’sAudigotstuckingear.
Marklunddiveddowntheinsidetotake
theplace,whichbecametheleadonthe
nextlapwhenHansenandGronholm
jokered.Doran’sissueshadheldup
BaumanisandAbbring,whichmeant
whentheleadersreturnedtothemain
circuit, itwasinsecondandthird–
behindMarklund–asthedouble
Europeanchampiontookamaiden
victoryforhimself andtheGCKteam.

However,post-race,Hansenwas
givenaone-secondpenaltyforpushing
therearof Gronholm’si20inTurn2of
thefinal,thepositionsgettingswapped,
butmoredramawastofollowfromthe
stewards’room.

Inpost-racetechnicalscrutineering,
Marklund’sMeganewasfoundtohave
frontbumpermountings0.46mmtoo
thick(1.98mminsteadof 1.5mm)and
asaresult,hewasexcludedfromthe
entireevent.

Havinglostoutonamaidenwininthe
openingroundof theseasonafterhe
wonontrackbutwaslaterpenalised
forcontactwithKevinHansenand
classifiedsecond,Gronholmwas
promotedtowinnerof theNorwegian
round,thefirstvictoryforhisfather
Marcus’GRXteam.

Hansenreturnedtosecond,while
BaumanisandAbbringwerepromoted
tocareer-bestthirdandfourth
placeresults.

NICLASGRONHOLM
Abriefshakedown inFinlandprovedGronholmhadn’t lostanypacewhileaway from
thedrivingseatwithappendicitiscomplications,butevenhisgreatestsupporters
didn’texpecthimtodominate theopeningday inNorwayandremainat theheadof
the fielduntil the first lapof the final.Gronholmtrulydeserved thevictoryhewas later
promoted into, it’s justashamethatcameasananti-climaxvia thestewards’ room.

KRISZTIANSZABO
ItmightbedoubleEuropeanSuper1600championKrisztianSzabo’s first full-time
season inWorldRX,but theargument forhavingnever racedataspecific
circuitbefore is flooredwhendrivers likeKevinAbbringarriveanddeliversuch
accomplishedperformances.WithanEKSAudiathisdisposal,Szabohadamessy
weekendthat includedanumberofunsuccessfulandclumsyovertakingattempts
anddidn’tmake thesemi-finals for the first time inhisSupercarcareer.

STAR
DRIVER

WOODEN
SPOON

The returning Hyundai man took a first win

Just as they had two weeks earlier at 
Silverstone, Swedes Robin Larsson 
and Oliver Eriksson claimed the 
spoils in the single-make RX2 series 
and the European Championship 
Supercar categories respectively. 

Eriksson had the luxury of  dry 
conditions for the RX2 final, which he 
led from the front. He had once again 

been on top all weekend apart from 
getting bettered to the fastest time 
in Q1 by Ben-Philip Gundersen. 

It was the Norwegian that finished 
second in the final, sandwiched 
between Eriksson and OlsbergsMSE 
team-mate Jesse Kallio in third. 
Marcus Hoglund finished fourth 
on his return to the series. 

In Euro RX Supercar, 2014 
champion Larsson took a second 
maximum points score in succession. 
But he had to defend from an early-
jokering four-time Andros Trophy 
champion Jean-Baptiste Dubourg 
in the rain-hit final when grip was at 
a premium. Thomas Bryntesson 
completed the podium. 

Larsson and Eriksson double up to support the early-season promise

Euro RX Supercar (6 laps) 
1 Robin Larsson (Audi S1) 4m29.584s; 
2 Jean-Baptiste Dubourg (Peugeot 
208) +0.590s; 3 Thomas Bryntesson 
(Volkswagen Polo); 4 Mikko Ikonen 
(Ford Fiesta); 5 Andrea Dubourg 
(Peugeot 208), 6 Sondre Evjen 
(Volkswagen Polo).
RX2 (6 laps) (All Supercar Lites) 
1 Oliver Eriksson 4m14.437s; 
2 Ben-Philip Gundersen +2.168s; 
3 Jesse Kallio; 4 Marcus Hoglund; 
5 Steven Volders; 6 Fraser McConnell.



Haird battled with Wood at Birmingham in March

Tom Harris was in the right place at the right time at 
Hednesford on Sunday to claim the BriSCA F1 British 
Championship. When race leader Mat Newson and 
second place man Lee Fairhurst tangled on the final 
turn, Harris snuck around them both to claim the title. 
Harris, who has previously lifted the European crown, 
said: “I’ve not won this one before so I really wanted it. 
We made some changes to the car before the final. It 
took a while for them to work and I had slipped back 
several places at the start, but in the second half of 
the race the car came good.”
Results:
1 Tom Harris; 2 Frankie Wainman Jr; 3 Mat Newson; 4 Lee Fairhurst; 5 Ryan Harrison; 6 
Nigel Green; 7 Luke Davidson; 8 Danny Wainman; 9 Paul Harrison; 10 Courtney Witts.

Photo: Colin Casserley
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SPORTING SCENE
FIA PUSHES AGAIN FOR
ELECTRIC WORLD RX FUTURE
Bosses map out a future for the top flight

ByHalRidge

The FIA has relaunched plans 
to introduce electric cars 
into the World Rallycross 
Championship in 2021.

The World Motor Sport Council 
approved plans for a “revised 
road map for the Electrification 
of  the FIA World Rallycross 
Championship in 2021” in Paris 
last week, after initial talks to 
switch the series to electric cars 
failed in March this year.

The new concept is based on 

converting existing steel-bodied 
Supercars rather than using the 
single-make carbon monocoque 
chassis’ machines proposed for 
the previous plans. It will 
introduce electric cars into 
rallycross’s top category from 
2021 and is aimed at existing 
private teams retro-fitting 
current four-wheel-drive 
Supercars with an electric kit 
in place of  conventional 
running gear.

“A gradual introduction will 
see a mix of  EVs and current ICEs 

for a minimum of one year,” said 
a WMSC statement. “An identical 
specification powertrain and 
battery kit is to be introduced for 
a four-year cycle, comprising two 
motors developing 400-500kW.” 

A single-make FIA Junior eRX 
series will also be introduced for 
2021, for four-wheel-drive cars 
producing around 250kW.

Invitations to tender for the 
supply of  the electric kits for 
existing Supercars, a Junior eRX 
car, operation and a charging 
infrastructure for both series has 

been launched. Each of the 
tenders is for a four-year term, 
with potential applicants being 
able to bid for one or more of  
the tenders released. 

Manfred Stohl’s STARD firm 
has already announced that it 
is developing a four-wheel-drive 
electric kit, initially aimed at 
World RX’s proposed Projekt E 
initiative. It is an evolution 
of  STARD’s electric rallycross 
Supercar prototype HIPER and 
is with new technical outline for 
electric World RX Supercars.

World RX is charging 
ahead into 2021

HAIRD IT ALL BEFORE
How the Newmarket man got back on top of Hot Rods. By Matt James

Round1
Aldershot, July 21, 2018
WINNER: Shane Bland
Colin Smith was too eager at the start 
and was reprimanded for creeping. 
Whenhedidgetgoing,hedropped
behindeventualwinnerShaneBland
whowasuntroubledonhisway to
victory.ChrisHairdplacedfourth.

Round2
Ipswich,August28,2018
WINNER:KymWeaver
KymWeaverwasthe first tooverhaul
front-rowstarterSmith,but it took
untilmuch later in theevent forHaird
todraghimselfup tosecondplace
aheadofSmith.Thosewerea tense
five laps,butWeaverheld firm.

Round3
Aldershot,September2,2018
WINNER: JasonKew
JasonKewwasthemanonformat
Aldershotwitha trioofwins,buthe
was forcedtoholdoffa freight train
ofsevencars.Hairdwassixth.

Round4
Northampton,September30,2018
WINNER:DickHillard
Onlyeightdriversshowedup.Dick
Hillardprovedtobetheclassof the
fieldwithaheatanda finalwin to lead
homeGavinMurrayandChrisLehec.

Round5
HednesfordHills,October15,2018
WINNER:ChrisHaird
A10thandaninthplace finish in the
heatsdidn’tpoint tomuchhappening
forHairdbut the finalwasoneof the
racesof theyear.BillyWood,Bland,
RobMcDonaldandHaird foughthard.
BlandwonfromHaird,but thewinner
waskickedout fora tyre infringement.

Round6
Ipswich,October20,2018
WINNER:ChrisHaird
HairdandAaronDewwent toe-to-toe

F
or a driver with
three wins in the
last nine World
Finals, it seems
odd that Chris
Haird’s win in

the 2018-2019 English National
Hot Rod points chase 10 days 
ago was his first in five years.

The Vauxhall Tigra driver, who 
won five straight points crowns 
from 2009-2013, has missed a couple 
of  last-round showdowns over the 
past few seasons –  most recently 
with illness at the end of  the 2016-
2017 campaign.

The points chase determines 
the 17 automatic qualifiers for 
the all-important World Final.

But now he is back, and he has 
a warning for his rivals heading 
into the most profitable time of  
the season. The standalone Angie 
Rowe Thunder 500 at Ipswich 
that takes place on June 22 comes 
first. That is a thinly veiled dress 
rehearsal for the big one, the 
World Final, also at the Foxhall 
Heath venue, on July 7.

“My car hasn’t felt right for a 
while now,” says Haird. “I was 
able to get the results I was 

gettingwithoutitbeingperfect.
Wehavesenttheengineawayfor
arebuildbecausewehavefound
somebrokenvalvespringsand
thingslikethat.Ithinkthereis
alotmoretocomefromit.”

Hairdfeelsthathewasn’tableto
get his Vauxhall Tigra B just where 
he needed this year through some 
on-track incidents, including a 
heavy shunt at Hednesford with 
two rounds left on the schedule.

“That was one of  the 
frustrations,” says the Newmarket 
man. “I was having to spend all my 
time putting the thing straight 
again and not being able to work on 
perfecting what we had underneath
us. It is just annoying when you 
can’t concentrate on what you 
need to concentrate on.”

Despite that, three wins took him 
to a sixth points title and it is one 
that he will cherish. Haird says: “I 
took five straight wins when there 
were so many big names like Carl 
Boardley and Matt Simpson, but I 
have struggled since then. It’s great 
to win again. We’ve got the World 
Final now, and of  course I will be 
trying my best. If  the car is right, I 
want to make it four World titles.”

WorldFinal
winner:2010,
2014,2017
European
champion:2013
National
championship:
2011,2018
Englishpoints
champion:2009,
2010,2011,2012,
2013,2019
Best inBritain:
2011,2012,2013,
2015,2018
Thunder500
winner:2011,
2012,2013,2018
IrishGrandPrix
champion:2006
ScottishOpen
champion:2013
DavyEvans
Memorialwinner:
2006

CHRISHAIRD’S
TRACK
RECORD 

fromthe front rowin the finaland itwas 
the three-time wold champion who 
prevailed as Dew’s car went off in the 
showdown and he dropped back. 
McDonald eventually finished second.

Round 7
Hednesford Hills, November 5, 2018
WINNER: Jason Kew
Kew had to use guile to lift the inaugural 
Angie Rowe Trophy on a tricky surface 
to finally overhaul Jack Blood for victory 
and even survived a late-race caution. 
Haird finished in a subdued sixth spot.

Round 8
Birmingham Wheels, March 2, 2019
WINNER: Chris Haird
In tricky conditions with a dry line 
appearing in time for the final, Haird 
used all his skills to get to the front 
and, although he was under severe 
pressure from world champion Wood, 
he managed to keep his cool and win. 

Round 9
Hednesford Hills, March 24, 2019
WINNER: Rob McDonald
No-one could match the pace of 
McDonald, who scythed clear of the 
pack in the final while those battling 
for the rostrum places were slipping 
and sliding on dropped oil. Haird was 
at the back of a four-car train fighting 
behind Bland, Wood and Murray.

Round 10
Skegness, April 19, 2019
WINNER: Carl Waller-Barrett
Carl Waller-Barrett started on row 
two of the final and soon hit the front in 
another race affected by oil strewn on 
the track. Teenager Perry Cooke held 
off some experienced heads for fourth, 

besting Bland, Wood and Haird.

Round 11
Ipswich, April 22, 2019
WINNER: Billy Wood
Waller-Barrett thought he had doubled 
up at Ipswich after his Skegness 
triumph, but was kicked out for 
defending too heavily against eventual 
winner Wood. Haird had followed the 
pair closely across the line and was 
therefore promoted to second spot.

Round 12
Hednesford Hills, May 6, 2019
WINNER: Jack Blood
Blood played his tyre joker to 
perfection to dominate in the hills, 
but there was a disaster for Haird. 
While battling at the front of the pack, 
Haird was caught in a bottleneck 
on the opening lap and his Vauxhall 
was fired into the inside wall.

Round 13
Ipswich, May 27, 2019
WINNER: Kym Weaver
Despite a collapsed suspension in 
heat two, Haird fought back to fourth 
in the final. But, it was a nightmare 
for his title rival Wood who was 
penalised for incorrect tyre logging 
and kicked out. Weaver controlled 
the pace to win.

Round 14
Aldershot, June 9, 2019
WINNER: Rob McDonald
The main championship protagonists 
started at the front and that put Haird 
up against McDonald, and it would 
have taken something serious for Haird 
to throw it away. He didn’t, but had to 
give best to McDonald on the day.

Haird won three finals

HOW CHRIS HAIRD WON

Sterkens alters car to tackle Retro series
Jos Sterkens will focus on 
competing in the Retro 
Rallycross series with his Ford 
Escort Mk1 but only expects to 
race in one event this season.

The former European 
champion will compete in the 
August Bank Holiday Monday 
event before returning for the 
2020 season full-time.

The 64-year-old driver has 

changed the engine in his Escort 
to be eligible to compete.

“I have wanted to join for some 
time but the engine in my car 
was a Duratec which is not 
allowed, so I changed this to a 
Zetec which fits into the right 
period,” said Sterkens. 

“This is the last car I’ll build 
for rallycross. I have other 
commitments now too.” 
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The right way forward for Le Mans

Rich Cranston’s 
Donington shot

Shaw Trophy Targa Rally, by Tony North

Peter Atkins snapped Mallory Park drama

David Harbey caught this hillclimb spill

David Harbey knows how to keep Mike Stokoe happy with this shot from Thruxton

Marshals and World RX stars ahead of the Silverstone event, sent in by Trev Coulson

Neil Ormston’s pic from Castle Combe

I was sat at a soggy Croft watching the opening exchanges of the Le Mans 24 Hours in the company of former winner and now British Tou
Car Championship racer Mark Blundell. We were both wishing that we could be there in France (no reflection on the truly excellent North
Yorkshire venue, naturally).  

The opening hour was probably 90% taken up by the excellent battle at the head of the GTE Pro field. The leading LMP1 machines barely registered a few
seconds of screen time, just a begrudging check in to make sure they were still there before the shot cut back to Astons, Corvettes, Porsches, Fords and 
Ferraris. And it was thrilling. “I guess they are just getting ready for the future,” reckoned Blundell with a smile, but he was right.

The hypercar regulations outlined last week, although not outlawing prototypes, will put the spotlight more firmly back on the manufacturer battles in some
mouth-watering cars. Le Mans, of course, goes through several cycles, but given the initial reaction to the hypercar plan, it looks like it is certainly the right o
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

Hypercars are revealed, and it has already piqued the interest from sportscar f

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF THE WEEK!

Chris Collier’s pic of Jacques Villeneuve

Mike Bouts enjoyed 
the CAR-nival event
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TV GUIDE
LIVE F1LIVE TV

AyrtonSennacameto
prominenceinFormula1
followinghisimpressivedisplay
atthe1984MonacoGrandPrix,
andyoucanwatchhighlightsof
thatveryracewithF1Classic
Races (Wednesday,2100-
2145hrs,SkySportsF1).

InappallingconditionsSenna,
injusthisfifthF1race,chased
downAlainProstandfinished
secondtomarkhimself outas
afuturechampion.

Catchthelatestactionfrom
theWorldRallyChampionship
andRallyItalyasSebastien

Ogierheldaslenderleadatthe
topof thestandingsheading
intotheevent(Thursday,2230-
2330hrs,BTSportESPN).

Enjoythelatesteditionof the
LeMans24HoursasToyota
andFernandoAlonsotriedto
takeback-to-backvictoriesat
thefamousendurancerace
(Friday,1145-1245hrs,BTSport1).

Andfinally,witnessthethrills
andspillsfromtheBritish
TouringCarChampionship
asthecategoryvisitedCroftfor
thefourthroundof theseason
(Sunday,1000-1130hrs,ITV4).

Senna took a stunning second at the 1984 Monaco Grand Pr ix

RACING
SATURDAY
■OultonPark,Cheshire
BARCmeeting:BritcarEndurance,
SportsPrototypes,MGOC,Sports/
SaloonsStarts racing from1135hrs
(qualifying from0845hrs)Admission
adult£16,under13 freeWebmsv.
comContact08434539000
■Kirkistown,NIreland
500MRCImeeting:RoadSports,
FordFiestaZetec/MazdaMX-5,
FF1600,Saloon/GT,HistoricRacing
Cars, kartsStarts racing from
1300hrs (qualifying from0900hrs)
Admissionadult£15,child free
Webkirkistown.com

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
■DoningtonPark,Leics
BritishGTmeeting:BritishGT,

BritishF3,GinettaGT5,Touring
CarTrophy/TCRUK,VW,Open
Sports,GinettaRacingDrivers
ClubStartsSaturday, racing from
1435hrs (qualifying from0910hrs)
Sunday, racing from1005hrs
(qualifying from0910hrs)
Admissionadult£25,under13
freeWebmsv.comContact0843
4539000
■BrandsHatch,Kent
BARCmeeting: JaguarSeries
Elite,CaterhamGraduates,2CV,
MaX5,ClassicVW,BARCSaloon/
HondaVTEC,TinTopsStarts
Saturday, racing from1350hrs
(qualifying from0900hrs)Sunday,
racing from1100hrs (qualifying
from1000hrs)Admissionadult
£16,under13 freeWebmsv.com
Contact08434539000

■Snetterton,Norfolk
BRSCCmeeting:Ferrari
Challenge,FerrariClassicStarts
Saturday, racing from1520hrs
(qualifying from0955hrs)Sunday,
racing from1135hrs (qualifying
from1045hrs)Admissionadult
£16,under13 freeWebmsv.com
Contact08434539000

SUNDAY
■Knockhill,Fife
SMRCmeeting:NorthernSaloons/
Sports,FiestaandHotHatch,FF1600,
ClassicSportsandSaloons,Legends
Cars,SportsandSaloons,C1Cup,
MiniCooperCupStarts racing from
1100hrs (qualifying from0830hrs)
Admissionadult£15,under
12 freeWebknockhill.co.uk
Contact01383723337

RALLY
FRIDAY-SUNDAY
■Donegal,Ireland
JouleDonegal International Rally
Starts1100hrs
Admission free
Webdonegalrally.ie

SATURDAY
■ArgyllandBute,Scotland
DunoonPresentsArgyllRally
Starts0849hrs
Admission free
Webargyllrally.co.uk

SUNDAY
■NeathValley,SWales
RedKiteStages
Starts0900hrs
Admission free
Web redkitestages.co.uk

SPORTING SCENE
SATURDAY
■ Ipswich, Suffolk
National Hot Rod Angie Rowe 
Thunder 500
Starts 1830hrs
Admission adults £18, children 
aged 5-14 £7
Web nationalhotrod.com

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
■ Pembrey, Wales
British Rallycross
Starts 0900hrs
Admission adult £15, 
under 14 free
Web rallycrossbrx.com

Listings correct at time of press, 
please check before travelling

WTCR:
Nurburgring
■ Race 1: Friday, 1615-
1715hrs, Eurosport 1
■ Race 2: Saturday, 1000-
1100hrs, Eurosport 1
■ Race 3: Saturday, 1530-
1630hrs, Eurosport 1
(delayed)

Formula3:
PaulRicard
■Race 1: Saturday, 0930-
1015hrs, Sky Sports F1
■Race 2: Sunday, 0855-
0940hrs, Sky Sports F1

Formula2:
PaulRicard
■Race 1: Saturday, 1535-
1645hrs, Sky Sports F1
■Race 2: Sunday, 1015-
11150hrs, Sky Sports F1

FormulaE:Bern
■Race: Saturday, 1630-

FrenchGrandPrix
SkySportsF1HD
■Drivers’ press conference:
Thursday, 1400-1430hrs
■Welcome to the weekend:
Thursday, 1700-1800hrs
■FP1: Friday, 0945-1150hrs
■FP2: Friday, 1345-1550hrs
■FP3: Saturday, 1045-1210hrs
■Qualifying: Saturday, 1300-1535hrs
■Race: Sunday, 1230-1700hrs
■Highlights: Sunday, 2000-2 100hrs

Channel4HDhighlights
■Qualifying: Saturday, 1830-2000hrs
■Race: Sunday, 1900-2100hrs

Latifi leads F2 points

FRENCH GRAND
PRIX REPORT

DONEG L RN ION  RA
ALL THE THRILLS AND SPILLS

FORMULA E HITS THE STREETS OF BERNE

WILL ANYONE BE ABLE 
TO TOPPLE MERCEDES?

1830hrs, BT Sport ESPN/
Eurosport 1/Quest/BBC 
connected TV and online

IndyCar: Road 
America
■ Race: Sunday, 1730-
2000hrs, Sky Sports F1

NASCAR: Sonoma
■ Race: Sunday, 1930-
2330hrs, Freesports

Vettel aiming to beat Hamilton



CARS FOR SALE

WANT TO SEE YOUR CAR IN OURWEEKLY SHOWCASE? CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING TEAM ON 0203 405 8109

FERRARI 246 DINOFERRARI 512 BB
£285,000

TAYLOR & CRAWLEY
1973 PORSCHE 911RSR 2.8L

+44 (0)20 7823 2599 / INFO@TAYLORANDCRAWLEY.CO.UK
£POA

PAUL MATTY SPORTS CARS
1963 ALFA ROMEO 2600 SPRINT COUPE

+44 (0)1527 835 656
£21,950

PENDINE
1965 PORSCHE 911 SWB COMPETITION CAR

07770 762 751
£POA

RICHARD THORNE CLASSIC CARS
1970 MORGAN PLUS-8 MOSS BOX

HELEN@RTCC.CO.UK / (0)118 983 1200
£POA

CKL
1989 FORD GTD 40

+44 (0)1424 870600
£87,500

KINSBOURNE CARS LTD
1997 KIA ELAN CONVERTIBLE (LHD)

+44 (0)1727 855866 / +44 (0)7989 476930
£13,700 (9000 MILES)

WWW.CKL.CO.UKWWW.KINSBOURNECARS.CO.UK

WWW.RTCC.CO.UKWWW.TAYLORANDCRAWLEY.CO.UK

WWW.PENDINE.COM

WWW.PAULMATTYSPORTSCARS.CO.UK

FERRARI 308 GTB
£59,950 £POA

07973 444468
MUGELLO CARS

WWW.MUGELLOCARS.CO.UK

01252 759009

2000 PORSCHE 911-996 GT3 R
£140,000

1984 PEUGEOT 205 T16
£167,000

MARK DONALDSON

2001 PORSCHE 911-996 GT3 RS
£90,000

WWW.MARKDONALDSON.COM



WorkReady from City West Commercials
2013 Mercedes-Benz Actros 1842LS Bigspace
£POA+VAT

WorkReady

Mileage 191,500 kilometres

READY TO WORK - ACTROS 1842LS BIGSPACE
This truck has the 12.8lt 420hp engine with euro5 Emissions and a 12 speed Powershift3 Automatic Gearbox.

Interior
Registered in February 2013 (62 plate), it has twin bunks and the top one is the luxury version with the levelling
function. High specification with £3500 worth of factory fitted night time auxiliary air conditioning mounted on the rear
bulkhead as well as a night heater and upgraded climate control system, factory alarm system with optional interior
monitoring, a fridge and air horn.

Exterior
The exterior has the colour coded factory roof and side air deflectors and side skirts. a long range 570lt alloy fuel tank is
fitted with room on the opposite chassis rail for an additional 450lt if desired and finished off with a sliding 5th wheel.

For tips and advice check out our YouTube channel City West Commercials for 360° tours and truck talk videos.

Contact Tim Sutcliffe on 07748 147952
Email Tim direct on tim.sutcliffe@citywestcommercials.co.uk

Colour Yellow

Body type Tractor unit
Registration BD26EKJ
Transmission Automatic

Fuel Diesel
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Book your advert before 12pmMonday and see it in print first thingWednesday

Motorsport News Classified
offers a fantastic opportunity to
advertise to a uniquely motorsport
based audience. Advertising with
us puts your advert right in front
of a very hands on and involved
motorsport market.

Brand New Private Seller Rates
Lineage:
25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat)
25 words + Picture = £35 (£42inc vat)
Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat)
Full Colour 4x1 Box Advert
£50 (£60 inc vat)
£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat)
Private seller Offer
25% off when you book for 4 weeks

If you wish to advertise in the
Motorsport News Classified please
call 0203 405 8109 or
email mnads@motorsport.com
Deadline:Mondays at 12noon
(subject to change on Bank Holiday
weeks)
Payment: Cheques and postal
orders should be made payable to
Autosport Media UK Ltd

Address for advertising

Motorsport News Advertising
1 Eton Street,
Richmond,
TW9 1AG

Important
The publishers reserve the right to refuse
advertisements and do not accept liability for
clerical or printers errors.
Terms for approved accounts strictly net within
30 days. The advertiser’s name and address
must accompany all advertisements, whether for
publication or not.
Any advertisement received too late for publication
and any advertisement received too late for
inclusion in the current issue will automatically be
inserted in the next available issue.

If you are a trade advertiser this must be
indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers
are also reminded that they are responsible for
complying with legal requirements currently in
force.
Six weeks notice prior to issue date required
for cancellation of any advertisement. All Verbal
confirmation taken on the phone is binding.

Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Terms of acceptance of advertising are available
on request.

Classified
Telephone: 0203 405 8109 Email:mnads@motorsport.com

SPARES AND ACCESSORIES

TO
ADVERTISE

YOUR
PRODUCTS

AND
SERVICES IN
OUR NEXT
ISSUE CALL

0203 405
8109

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\www.dunnellengines.com /////////////////
Tel: +44 (0) 1449 677 726 E-Mail: info@dunnellengines.com
Unit 10 Tomo Business Park, Tomo Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 5EP, England

COMPLETE ENGINE & COMPONENT DEVELOPMENT

DURATEC
ENGINE
›› 2.0-2.5 Litre

›› 200-340 BHP

ZETEC
ENGINE
›› 1.6, 1.8 & 2.0 Litre

›› 188-275 BHP

DURATEC & ZETEC ENGINES

Vehicle
Wiring
Products

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

We supply a
comprehensive range of
wiring products for repair,
modifcation or complete
rewire to your vehicle

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,

9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, Ilkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

Freecatalogue

petition

(0)1462 684300

k and Carbotech
rsport compounds

www.cambridgemotorsport.com
sales@cambridgemotorsport.com
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MARKETPLACE

Body repair specialists, offer you:

• A full range of colour change options •
• Accident repairs •
• Vinyl wrapping •

• Race car preparation •

All from a race team with years of experience so we
know exactly what’s expected!

We also offer vehicle trailer rentals and sales (POA):

One with the option to transport 3 vehicles, and the
other 2 vehicles but with office space.

We additionally have a Porsche 911 available for
rent or sale (POA) in full GT spec and ready to race!

CONTACT MIKE ON 07774 600012
OR VISIT WWW.MASREPAIRS.CO.UK T: 0191 410 3770 F: 0191 410 7711

E: info@asperformance.com www.asperformance.com
Online shop: www.asptrading.co.uk

/ASPerformanceUK

@ASPerformanceUK

MSA / Competitor discounts available
Wholesale, Trade & Retail EnquiriesWelcome

UK factory agent/stockist for PFC brakes, Pagid Competition, etc.

BRAKE PADS
STARTING
FROM

£75
PLEASE
CALL TO
DISCUSS
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MARKETPLACE

0161 790 7000 info@sports-insure.co.uksports-insure.co.uk/ontrack

Sports Insure is a trading name of Henderson Insurance Brokers Limited. Henderson Insurance Brokers Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Henderson Insurance Brokers Limited is a subsidiary of Aon UK Limited. Aon UK Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. FPNAT417

Sports-Insure, Office 6, 1 Bridgewater Road, Worsley M28 3JE

Call Phil, Alison or Jason on 07515 994481 to discuss your requirements.

Newfor 2019, ourOnTrack insurance products can support your
season byprotecting your asset fromunforeseen OnTrack damage.
Flexible applications and competitive rateswith personal service
fromsomeof themost experienced people inmotorsport insurance.

We can quote and place insurance formost of your
motorsport requirements – frombut not limited to:

• Circuit Racing • Trackdays • Clubmen
• Classics • Historics • Tin Tops • OpenWheelers
• Professional and amateur teams.

On Track for your
2019 season.

• Race Car Hire
• Race Car Preparation & Build
• Race Day & Track Day Support
• Suspension Setup
• Steering Geometry
• Brake Servicing

Unit 13 Hillside Farm, Rushmore Hill, Knockholt, TN14 7NL
yaser@kent-motorsport.co.uk

07812 673 272
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office

Style and Substance

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel’ strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

www.brianjames.co.uk

Connected to you»



42 JUNE 19 2019 motorsport-news.co.uk Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish

Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ | Telephone 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

RACEWEARGEARBOXES

ELECTRONICS

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Kavanagh Ben Webster
Classified Advertising Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109 T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131
E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com E: ben.webster@motorsport.com

Authorised stockists for:

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

www.jjcraceandrally.com

Passionate About Motorsport

RACEWEARRACE CARS

ENGINES

RACEWEAR

ENGINES

RACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

TRAILERS &TRANSPORTERSRACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

e-mail

northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit

northamptonmotorsport.com

• Performance Tuning Specialists

• 2WD Superfow Rolling Road,

1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity

• Life Racing and Omex Engine Management

• Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents

Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

TRAILERS &TRANSPORTERS

RACEWEAR

GEARBOXES

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 0LP

+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes

- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

WHEELS &TYRESRACE & RALLY PARTSGEARBOXES

Winning all over the world since 1973…
Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.

Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM
Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

Stock and custom made

FiA Fuel Cells.

Short lead times.

01527 521050

www.classicworldracing.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com

DRY SUMP

OIL PUMPS & DRY SUMP SYSTEMS
www.pacepumps.co.uk


