
JULY 26 2017 EVERY WEDNESDAY £3.50

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

WIN!

Talks start over four-time champion’s future

HOW THE DFV CAPTURED
LE MANS – EVENTUALLY
THE STORY OF THE ICONIC ENGINE IN SPORTSCARS P18

THE CLUBMEN WHO USED THE
DFV ON THE NATIONAL SCENE

PLUS SILVERSTONE 
CLASSICPREVIEW

P10

FIVE PAIRS OF TICKETS TO THE 
GLASGOW IGNITION FESTIVAL
FREE-TO-ENTER COMPETITION AND A CHANCE TO MEET RALLYING’S ICONS P29

P20

By David Evans

M-Sport team boss 
Malcolm Wilson 
has told Motorsport 
News he won’t be 
giving Sebastien 
Ogier up without a 
fight next season.

The Frenchman signed a 
single-season deal to drive 
a Ford Fiesta WRC this 
season, but without Ford 
involvement or a major 
team backer, Wilson 
knows he could lose the 
four-time champion. But 
he’s not giving up yet.

Wilson told MN: “We’ll 
do whatever we can for as 
long as we can to keep him. 
I won’t give up the fight 
for Seb.” 
Full story, p2-3
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British team is desperate to retain the

ByDavidEvans

Despitebeingafour-time
WorldRallychampionand
leadingthisyear’s title race,
SebastienOgier’soptions for
nextseasonappear limited if
hewants toretainhiscurrent
salaryandthepotential for
moretitles.

Ogierwilldecidewherehis
futureliesinthenearfuture,
havingalreadytoldMotorsport
Newsthathedoesn’twantthose
decisionstodragonintheway
theydidlastseason–Ogierdidn’t
agreetermswiththeM-Sport
teamuntilDecemberlastyear.

TheFrenchmanhasalready
madeitclearhisfirstpriority
wouldbetoremainwithaFord-
backedortitle-sponsored
M-SportWorldRallyTeamand
managingdirectorof theBritish
squad,MalcolmWilson,says
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Ogier with Citroen in 2011

his aim is to make that happen.
Talking to Wilson about his 

plans for next year, the Cumbrian 
is adamant he remains in with 
a fighting chance of  keeping the 
four-time world champion on 
his books for a second year.

“I will explore every avenue 
to keep him with us,” he said. 
“Basically, we’ll do whatever we 
can for as long as we can to keep 
him. Seb knows that, I’ve been 
very open with him and I’ve shown 
him all the plans and all the work 
we’re doing towards 2018. There’s 
no doubting the commitment 
we’ve made to him this year, and 
him to us, and I’m doing all I can 
to keep that going. I appreciate 
he wants to get things sorted as 
early as possible and I’ll keep 
working for as long as I can.”

A well-financed Ford return 
to the WRC would be enough to 
keep Ogier in place, but given 
the championship leader’s 
desire to do a 2018 deal early 
this year, a backer for the team 
would be the more likely option 
to maintain the relationship.

Ogier told MN last month: 
“I cannot wait for October or 
November like last year. I am 
thinking about next year now 
and it’s no secret that I want to 
continue in good conditions.”

Ogier’s options
If  ‘good conditions’ don’t prevail 
in Cockermouth, Ogier’s options 
aren’t wide-ranging.

 Toyota and Citroen are his only 
other alternatives. Asked if  he 
would be in the market for the four-
time champion’s signature next 
season, Hyundai Motorsport team 
principal Michel Nandan told MN: 
“I can’t, because there’s no space 
[in the team]. My drivers are all 
contracted until the end of  2018, 
so unfortunately it’s a no for 
Sebastien Ogier here.”

Common sense would dictate 
that Ogier would be welcomed 
back at Citroen with open arms. 
The French manufacturer is a 
very different place to the one 
he walked out on at the end of  
2011 – Sebastien Loeb is no longer 
there for a start. MN understands, 
however, there would be a 
significant gap to be bridged in 
terms of Ogier’s salary demands 
and the budget in Versailles. There 
was the desire to sign Ogier to 
drive a C3 WRC this season, but 
such was the obvious financial 
disparity the two parties didn’t 
even get to the negotiating table. 

MN’s sources feel it unlikely that 
the necessary millions will have 
found their way into Yves Matton’s 
budget in time for a deal to be done. 
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READY TO
KEEP OGIER

FAST FINLAND PROMPTS WORRIES PAGE 12

Asked about the potential, Matton 
said it remained too soon to talk 
about a driver line-up for next 
season, beyond pointing out 
that the current three drivers 
Kris Meeke, Craig Breen and 
Stephane Lefebvre are all under 
contract until the end of  2018.

Then there is Toyota and Tommi 
Makinen. In public, the Finn talks 
the talk about Ogier, but there are 
reports that behind closed doors 
he’s not so sure. 

One source within the team 
said: “Everybody would want 
Ogier, buy him and you are buying
a lot of  points and some big, big 
performances, but the team is 
settled right now. Would Jari-
Matti [Latvala] relish the chance 
to work with Ogier again? Who 
knows, but I doubt it. Tommi 
has a team around him that he’s 
very happy with and much as 
Sebastien would be great, there’s 
a feeling that it could also upset 
the balance a little.”

Another issue for Ogier and 
his negotiating team will be the 
presence of  Andreas Mikkelsen on
the market. The Norwegian will 
command a smaller fee and, at 
six years Ogier’s junior, could be 
seen as a potentially preferable 
long-term investment.

Like Ogier, Mikkelsen’s 

Ogier says he wants a quick decision on 2018

Sebastien Ogier realised a lifetime ambition when he tested a Formula 1 
car for the first time last month. The Frenchman drove a 2011 Red Bull 
RB7 for around 60 miles at the Red Bull Ring in Austria

Photo: Red Bullmanagement team is deep 
into discussions with Citroen 
and Toyota.

Other alternatives for Ogier are 
retirement or a switch to racing. 
Ogier’s always laughed off  
suggestions that he could be 
around long enough to rival Loeb’s 
record of  nine straight titles, but at 
33 he’s still got plenty of  good and 
workable WRC years left in him. 

Racing has always found favour 
with Ogier, as his recent Formula 1 
test with Red Bull demonstrated 
and there would be plenty of  
doors open to him should he 
decidetoswitchtocircuits.

M-Sport minus Ogier
If  Ogier does find an agreement 
elsewhere, where does that leave 
M-Sport? Undoubtedly, the 
departure of  a man who, at 
the time of  writing, has won 40 
of  his 118 world championship 
starts would leave a big hole. 

An M-Sport World Rally Team 
fronted by Ott Tanak and Elfyn 
Evans would, however, provide 
a very different proposition to 
2015, the last time the Estonian 
and Welshman led the squad. 

On that subject, Wilson added: 
“There’s no question that if  we 
don’t retain Seb then Ott and 
Elfyn will be two of  the drivers 
definitely in our team.”

Tanak is currently being 
pursued by Toyota – adding 
further weight to the theory 
that Makinen is not minded 
to sign Ogier – and Wilson 
admitted discussions between 
the Rally Italy winner and 

a were a possibility.
s free to talk to them,” 

Wilson. “But I want to 
him next season. I’ve 
nvesting in Ott since 
I can’t think of  another 

r that I’ve put so much 
r given so many chances. 
ot going to give that 
sily.”

“I will 
explore 
every 
ave ”

s



RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND-UP

Nasr’s plan
Sauber outcast Felipe Nasr 
says that he’s still working on 
securing a Formula 1 return 
next season. The Brazilian lost 
his seat at the start of this year 
to Mercedes-backed Pascal 
Wehrlein. “I’m still looking at 
options, I still feel capable of 
being back here [in F1],” said 
Nasr. “Of course F1 is Plan A, 
but there are plenty of Plans 
Bs also.” Nasr did concede 
that IndyCar would be a most 
likely ‘Plan B’: “IndyCar, 
Formula E or the World 
Endurance Championship – 
they’re all series that have 
caught my attention. I’ve 
always had an eye on Indy…”

Renault’s issue
Renault team head Cyril Abiteboul 
says there’s “no reason” for the 
brand’s poor reliability so far this 
season. Renault had a difficult 
British GP, with Jolyon Palmer’s 
car failing before the start and Nico 
Hulkenberg losing power with a 
holed exhaust that dropped him 
from fifth to sixth. “We’re still 
unhappy with reliability,” said 
Abiteboul. “We know this is 
our weakness. Frankly there is 
absolutely no reason to have to 
suffer to that extent, given where 
we are now with our programme.”

Palmer’s new floor
Palmer will at least benefit 
from a new floor on his Renault 
for the forthcoming Hungarian 
GP, as the team increases the 
pressure on the Briton to 
get regularly into the points. 
Hulkenberg ran the update 
at Silverstone and had his 
strongest outing of the year. 
Palmer will get the same 
update at the Hungaroring. 
“We have shown that we are 
continuing to improve,” said 
Abiteboul. “It’s critical to back 
this up with both cars finishing 
in the top 10 in Hungary. Our 
targets remain unchanged: 
we want to be sixth by the end 
of play on July 30 and fifth by 
the end of the season. Now 
a double-points finish is 
within our reach.”
 
Go, Go, Gio
Antonio Giovinazzi is adamant that 
he can rely on Ferrari to help him 
find a full-time slot in Formula 1. The 
Italian made his F1 debut earlier 
this year by handling the Sauber 
of injured Pascal Wehrlein for two 
grands prix. He has since driven for 
Haas in free practice. “The target 
is of course to be in a race drive 
next year,” said Giovinazzi, who is 
Ferrari’s third driver this year. “There 
are only 20 seats, so it’s hard to get 
into one. This is my first season with 
Ferrari and they are really good and 
I trust them. They know what they 
can do for me.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

OFFICIAL RENAULT F1
TEST FOR KUBICA
Polish ace to handle the 2017 car at Hungary test for French marque

Photos: LAT

By Rob Ladbrook

Robert Kubica will make the next 
step in his Formula 1 comeback 
when he takes over this year’s 
Renault for the upcoming test 
at the Hungaroring.

The Polish star has made a series 
of  appearances in different specs of  
Renault F1 machinery in recent months
as he weighs up his ability to return to 
racing a grand prix car after his lengthy
recovery from life-threatening injuries.
He contested 76 races before his rally 
accident in early 2011.

Kubica tested a 2012-spec Lotus E20 
car in Spain and also demonstrated 
the chassis at the Goodwood Festival 
of  Speed recently.

He has now been confirmed as 
Renault’s test driver for the current 
R.S.17 for the second day of  testing in 
Hungary, which follows this weekend’s

grand prix at the Hungaroring.
Renault has been evaluating

Kubica over recent weeks, in an
effort to determine whether or not
he would be capable of a full-time
return to the spo t i 2018

“The first two d
[in Spain] allowe
and ourselves to
a great amount o
information,” sa
Sport F1 head Cy
Abiteboul. “The
session with the
Hungaroring wil
to obtain detailed
precise data in a
carandrepresen
conditions.

“After this test

will carefully analyse the collected
information to determine in what
conditions it would be possible for
Robert to return to competition in
the upcoming years.”
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While any
ance of an
tual race
ting this

year has been largely quashed by
Renault, Kubica’s increasing presence
around Renault’s operation this year
will only intensify the pressure on
British racer Palmer.

Palmer has yet to score a point this
year and has struggled with numerous
mechanical issues outside of his
control on his side of the garage.

Before the British GP – which Palmer
failed to start after a hydraulic failure
on the warm-up lap – Abiteboul said
his future with the team was safe.

“He knows he has our support, and
our commitment,” said Abiteboul.
“The potential of the car, the potential
of the team, is there. And this is the
easiest way to rebuild confidence and
motivation. Even though it has been
two tough back-to-back races, our
first priority is to get our act together
on reliability, particularly on his
[Palmer’s] side.”

Kubica will get to sample 
current R.S.17 racer

Kubica: back in
F1 test action
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Formula1issetforabattleof opinions
aftertheFIAforcedthroughthe
introductionof thecontroversialHalo
devicenextseason,despitemostteams
beingagainstthedesign.

DuringtheF1StrategyGroupmeeting
lastweek,theFIAconfirmedthatthe
Halowillbemademandatoryfrom
nextseasonanduseditssafetyground
vetotopasstheruling.It isunderstood

Hondahasblameddynocorrelation
problemsforitsFormula1setbacks
thisseason,whichhaverenderedits
thirdattemptatahybridpowerunit
lackingbothpowerandreliability.

Hondahasagainstruggledto
keeppacewithallrivalengine
suppliers, leadingtoitsrelationship
withpartnerteamMcLaren
becomingincreasinglystrained.

Inaninterviewpublishedon
Honda’sF1website,enginechief
YusukeHasegawashedsome
lightonsomeof thefirm’sissues,
includingwhyitstruggledso
badlyatthestartof theyearwith

vibrationanditsoiltankdesign.
“Manyitemswecouldnotteston

thedyno, so it is normal that we need
to check some functions in the car,”
said Hasegawa. “The oil tank is one
of the biggest items – we have a
rig for the oil tank, but we cannot
replicate the same types of g-forces
and conditions as in the car.

“By design we have to consider the
actual car situation, but sometimes
it is not always the same situation,
so that is why we had issues.
The second issue was down to
vibrations. On the dyno the model
is stiffer and heavier, so it doesn’t

create any synchronised vibrations.
Butonthecarthereisamuchlower
levelof inertia.Of course,wewere
awaresomelevelof vibrationwould
comeinthecar,butitwasmuch
biggerthanweexpected.”

Hondahasalsoalreadybegunwork
onbotha‘spec4’powerunitforlater
thisyearanditsnew2018unit.

“Wedon’tstopdeveloping,weneed
tokeepupdating,”addedHasegawa.
“Comparedtolastyearweneededto
modifytheengineconcept.Nextyear
wewillkeepthesameconceptand
thisyear’sdevelopmentwillbe
directlyconnectedtonextyear.”

UGLY HALO COCKPIT DEVICE
SPLITS OPINIONS IN F1

‘Priaulx’s Thruxton
results reinstated’
Ginetta Junior appeal, p8

Honda says dynamometer problems are at the root of engine issues

Haas sticks with
F1 line-up for 2018
Haas F1 has opted to re-sign
both Romain Grosjean
and Kevin Magnussen
for next season.

Grosjean joined the
American team for its debut
last season, with it being
widely recognised as a
stepping stone toward
Ferrari, which supplies
Haas’s engines. Despite
the possibility that Ferrari
may have a vacancy at the
end of the season should
the Scuderia not offer
Kimi Raikkonen another
contract, Grosjean will
be staying put at Haas.

Former McLaren protege
Magnussen joined Haas
from Renault for this
year, replacing Esteban
Gutierrez who failed to
score a point in 2016.

“We will run the same
drivers that we have this
year again next season –
that is a given,” said team
owner Gene Haas. “And
given the other continuity
aspects, we should be
better racers next season.

“Esteban was a good
driver. He was as fast
as Romain [Grosjean]
in practice, but I think
that Kevin has the edge in
terms of race experience.
He can score points and
that was key to bringing
him on board. Both drivers
are easily capable of
scoring regular points.”

Photos: LAT

Third in the DTM points, Lucas Auer will get his hands on a Force India in Hungary

The Haas pair to stay put

Honda young driver Nobuharu 
Matsushita and Mercedes’ DTM 
title challenger Lucas Auer will 
both get their F1 test debuts at 
the Hungaroring next week.

Japanese racer Matsushita, 
23, will handle the Sauber C36-
Ferrari, taking over for the 
second day while F2 rival 
Gustav Malja will test on day 
one. Matsushita is seventh in 
the F2 standings.

“It’s a fantastic opportunity and 

I hope I can learn as much as 
possible and help make it a 
productive day for both myself  
and the team,” said Matsushita.

Auer will drive for Mercedes-
powered Force India in the test. 
The 22-year-old Austrian is third 
in the DTM points, 16 points 
behind Audi’s Mattias Ekstrom. 

Mercedes has form of  bringing 
drivers through DTM and into F1, 
having done so with Paul di Resta, 
Pascal Wehrlein and Esteban Ocon 

in recent years. “To be honest, it 
is incredible – you go from hero 
to loser in three months, then 
from loser to hero in another 
three,” said Auer.

“It is just crazy how quickly 
everything changes in motorsport. 
In my first year of  DTM I had 
to learn then last year was a 
breakthrough, winning my first 
race. It is no secret that if  you 
impress in those F1 tests, it is a plus 
point for you and your career.”

Three newcomers land testing roles in F1 for Hungaroring sessions

thatonlyoneof the10teamswasin
favourof itsintroduction.

Thenewshasalreadybroughtasplit
inopinionfromkeyfigures.Mercedes
originallydevelopedtheHalodesign,
whichwastestedontracklastyear.
TheFIAhadnarroweditdownto
theHalo,RedBull’swrap-around
aeroscreenortheshieldconceptwhich
wastestedbyFerrariduringBritish
GPpractice.Thelattersystemgotthe
thumbsdownfromdriverSebastian
Vettel,whoaskedforittoberemoved
soonintohisrunasheclaimedthe
curvatureof itmadehimdizzy.

Despiteoriginallydesigningthe
Halo,noteverybodyatMercedes
agreeswithitsintroduction.Niki
Laudasaid:“WetestedHalo,the
aeroscreenandtheshieldandnone
convinced100percent.Youhave
tomaketherightdecisioninsucha
situation,andHaloisthewrongone.

“Wearetryinghardwithfastercars
andgettingclosertospectatorsand
attractingnewfans,andthatisnow
destroyedbyanoverreaction.The
HalodestroystheDNAof anF1car.

Thereis100percentabettersolution
thanHalo.Otherwisewewouldn’t
havetriedthreeideas.”

AlexWurz,thechairmanof the
GrandPrixDrivers’Association,
countered:“TheGPDArespectthe
FIA’sstandonsafety.F1isarolemodel
foreverincreasingsafetywithout
jeopardisingperformance.

“WhilsttheHalosolutionmightnot
bethemostaestheticallypleasingfor
everyone,usdriverswillnevertheless
raceandpushashardaswecanon
track,whichisthekeyforF1to
continueitsgrowthandpopularity.”

AnFIAstatementsaidtheHalowas
thestand-outdesign,andaddedthatthe
governingbodywouldworkwithteams
toimprovetheaestheticsof thesystem.

“Testsrevealedthatincar-to-car
incidentstheHalowasabletowithstand
15timesthestaticloadof thefullmass
of thecarandsignificantlyreducethe
potentialforinjuries.

“Incar-to-environmenttestsitwas
establishedthatHalowasabletoprevent
helmetcontactwithawallorabarrier
inmanycases.”

Fernando Alonso has also tried the new Halo device in practice
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Honda has admitted 
its engine problems





Lotterer back in an Audi
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Rene Rast won the first 
DTM race of the weekend in 
Moscow, but still trails fellow 
Audi driver Mattias Ekstrom in 
the standings by a single point. 
Maro Engel took his first win 
in the series in race two, 
while British title hopeful 
Jamie Green could only 
manage fifth and ninth in the 
races respectively leaving him 
26 points off Ekstrom…Kasey 
Kahne earned his first NASCAR 
Cup Series win since Atlanta in 
2014 after a delayed race. Multiple 
crashes and weather delays 
stymied progress. Brad Keselowski 
and Ryan Newman rounded out the 
top three. Championship leader 
Martin Truex Jr crashed into long-

time leader Kyle Busch putting 
both out of the race…Mazda has 
employed the Joest team to 
run its prototypes in the IMSA 
Sportscar Series in 2018. The 
team will pull out of the rest 
of the season. Joest has 15 Le 
Mans wins and 10 Sebring 
12 Hour wins from its time 
running Audi and Porsche 
programmes…The car BMW 
will use in next year’s World 
Endurance Championship began 
testing last week in the hands of 
DTM drivers Martin Tomczyk and 
Maxime Martin. The BMW M8 GTE 
will also race in IMSA, and is based 
on the upcoming 8-Series model. 
The car completed a three-day test 
at the Lausitzring. ..

Cosworthispreparingfora
Formula1returnasitcommits
tohelpingframethenew
enginerulesfor2021.

Whilethefirmisyettosign
off ontheprojectofficially,F1’s
prospectivemovetocheaper
turbohybridV6engineshas
thefirminterestedinareturn.

Cosworthhasagreedtoplay
asignificantroleinnewF1
workinggroupsbeingsetup
tofinalisethe2021rules.

CosworthbossHalReisiger

saidoptimismoverfuturerules
pluspositivetalkswithteams
hadconvincedhimtostart
committingresourcestoan
F1project.

“Ithinkthatwe’vegot
sufficientsupportfromthe
existingteams,andwe’ve
haddiscussionswithsome,
thatenableustomakethe
commitmenttoproceed,”
saidReisiger.

“Moreteamscommittedfor
alongertermisalwaysbetter.

“Butwehavesomeverbal
agreementstopartnerwith
someexistingandfutureteams
thatwouldenableustobea
sustainableenginepartner.”

Askedif hefeltCosworthhad
theinfrastructuretoproduce
anenginethatcouldtakeon
manufacturersof Mercedesand
Ferrari’ssize,Reisigersaid:
“Yes.It isimportantnotonlyfor
theteamsthatwewouldserve,
butforourownbrandthatwe
shouldnotgetinvolvedin

itif wecannotbecompetitive.”
WithCosworthproviding

theengineforAstonMartin’s
AdrianNewey-designed
Valkyrieroadcar,thereis
alreadyspeculationthat
RedBullwouldmakean
obviouspartner.

Reisigersaidnodecision
neededtobemadeuntilnext
year,butif a2021comebackwas
goingtohappenthenitwould
needtostartdesigningthe
enginein12months’time.

Porsche LMP1 driver Andre 
Lotterer will return to the wheel 
of  an Audi in this weekend’s Spa 
24 Hours in place of  former F1 
driver and Brit Will Stevens. 

The 35-year-old, who claimed his 
three Le Mans 24 Hours victories 
with the German manufacturer, 
has accepted a last-minute 
invitation to race for the Belgian 
WRT squad in the Endurance Cup 
round of the Blancpain GT Series. 

Lotterer will share a customer 
Audi R8 LMS GT3 car together with 
former LMP1 team-mate Marcel 

Fassler and Dries Vanthoor. 
“When Vincent [Vosse, WRT’s 

team boss] called me to check if  
the challenge could interest me, 
the answer has been immediate!” 
said Lotterer. 

It will be Lotterer’s first race 
in a GT3 car since the Spa enduro 
in 2015. 

He competed in the event every 
year from 2012-15, scoring a best 
result of  third with WRT alongside 
Christopher Mies and Frank 
Stippler in 2013. 

WRT has four customer entries 

for Spa this weekend alongside 
its two factory cars.

Belfast native and Japanese 
Super GT regular Richard Lyons 
will be part of  one of  the other Audi 
WRT teams for the Spa 24 Hours, 
joining Josh Caygill, Jon Venter 
and Niki Mayr-Melnhof. Lyons 
has competed with one of  the 
drivers before, Venter, in the 
GT Asia series. He finished third 
in the GT300 category standings 
in Super GT last year, sharing 
with Tomonobu Fujii also in 
an Audi R8 LMS.

Stoneman steps back from Strakka McLaren Blancpain seat a week before Spa 24 Hours

Porsche’s Lotterer returns to Audi for Spa 24 Hours one-off with WRT

Buemi still has 2016 in mind ahead of FE title clash

Dean Stoneman has stepped 
down from his Blancpain GT 
Series drive with the Strakka 
McLaren squad ahead of  this 
weekend’s Spa 24 Hours. 

The 27-year-old Briton had 
made the switch to GT racing 
at the start of  this season, having 
contested GP3, Formula Renault 
3.5 and Indy Lights since 
recovering from testicular cancer.

Stoneman raced alongside 
Jazeman Jaafar and Andrew 
Watson in Strakka’s #59 McLaren 
650S GT3 in the first three 
rounds of  the Blancpain GT 
Series Endurance Cup at Monza, 
Silverstone, and Paul Ricard.

But it was announced on 
Friday that Stoneman won’t be 
participating in the remainder 
of  the season following a string 

of  disappointing results.
“It’s a regrettable decision, 

but the season just hasn’t gone 
as I had hoped,” said Stoneman.

“I will now regroup and 
examine all opportunities.”

Strakka Racing team 
principal Jay Davenport added: 
“We enjoyed working with 
Dean this season. We’d like 
to thank him and wish 

him the best for the future.”
Stoneman’s place in Strakka’s 

#59 line-up will be taken by 2016 
Renault Sport Trophy champion 
Pieter Schothorst for next 
weekend’s Spa 24 Hours.

Another yet-to-be-named driver 
will then fill the vacant seat 
alongside Watson and Jaafar for 
October’s final round of the 
Endurance Cup in Barcelona.

Sebastien Buemi says his relationship 
with Formula E title rival Lucas di 
Grassi is still tarnished by last year’s 
collision as they prepare for another 
championship decider this weekend.

Reigning FE champion Buemi 
goes into the Montreal finale with a 
10-point advantage over di Grassi 
after having to sit out the New York 
double-header to race for Toyota 
in the clashing Nurburgring World 
Endurance Championship round.

The 2015/16 FE title battle ended 
when di Grassi and Buemi collided 
in Battersea Park, an incident that 
remains on Buemi’s mind.

“I respect him as a driver but I don’t 
respect what happened last year,” 
said Buemi .

“Last year instead of  him saying: 
‘I tried everything and lost it and the 
situation happened as it did, sorry’, 
he then said that the fault is on me 
and I braked early,” said Buemi.

“This I didn’t think was correct at 
all. You can push things so far, but 
there is a limit and he went well over 
it that day.

“I prefer to lose with dignity than 
to try to win in a way where I could 
not look at myself  in the mirror. 
It is done now and it is over.”

New WEC BMW M8 GTE has begun testing in Germany

Buemi (r) and di Grassi (l) in fresh title battle

Aston Martin 2021 F1 engine programme
AstonMartinchief
executiveAndyPalmer
saysthatthecompany
couldbeinterestedin
supportingafutureF1
engineprogramme.

AstonMartinisasponsor
of RedBullRacing,and
isworkingwithAdrian
NeweyonitsValkyrie
roadcarproject–which
isscheduledtousea
Cosworth-developedmotor.

“There’salwaysthat
question,wouldyou
wanttoenterasateam?
Ourmajorcompetitor
isFerrari, sothere’sa
rationale inbeinginvolved
insomeway,”saidPalmer.

“If –anditreally is thebig
if – thereisacapputonthe

numberof peopleorthe
amountof moneythatyou
canspendondevelopinga
newengine,andit’sata
reasonablelevel,wehavea
goodreasontostudyit.”

Palmerdoesn’twant
AstonMartintosimply
badgesomeoneelse’s
engine.“I’veneverbeen
afanof justsimple
sponsorship,”headded.
“Allyou’redoingis
transferringthesticker
tothesideof thecarto
thesideof theengine. It
becomesinterestingwhen
youhaveagreaterdegree
of involvementandyou
haveourengineers
workingonitandithasa
linkbacktotheroadcar.”

Stoneman has parted ways with the Blancpain Strakka team

COSWORTH TARGETS
2021 F1 COMEBACK

Aston Martin already sponsors Red Bull in Formula 1



Clio Junior drivers Burns and Fulk to step up to senior series from Rockingham
Twodriverswhoinitiallysigneduptothe
inauguralseasonof RenaultUKClioCup
Juniorwillnowinsteadcompeteinthe
finalthreemeetingsof theseniorseries.

FiestaJuniorrunner-upBradleyBurns
andone-timeGinettaJuniorracer
ZakFulkwill jointheBritishTouringCar

BothdrivershadplannedtoraceinClio
Juniorbutwhenthiswaspostponedand
thenreducedfromsixtofourmeetings
withaSeptemberstartdatetheydecided
toswitchtotheseniorcategoryinstead.

Burns–whowilldrivefortheJamsport
team–said:“Wewereplanningondoing

uniors.Wegotthecarandthen
cancelledit.

wantedtodoCliosanyway,so
ughtwemightaswell justgoand
It’sjustaboutgettingexperienceon

kandthenmoreaboutnextseason.”

JamsportbossJamieGoingadded:
“He’sbeendoingalotof testing,about
10daysinthecar.Heisquickandreally
goodtoworkwithashisfeedback’s
brilliantconsideringhe’s15.”

WithFulkmakinghisdebutwith
thePyrosquadatthesameAugust
26/27round,Goingadded:“Itshould
bequiteinterestingbetweenthem”.

Anumberof driverstookpartinaClio
JuniorsamplerdayatBlytonParklast
week.AmongthosedrivingwereGinetta
JrracerJordanCollard,BritishFormula
4driverJamieSharpandJuniorSaloon
CarpointsleaderEthanHammerton.

APPEAL SUCCESS
FOR PRIAULX
JHR driver retakes Ginetta Junior points lead

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

ByStephenLickorish

SebPriaulxhasreclaimedthe
Ginetta Juniorpoints leadafter
asuccessfulappealagainst
hisThruxtonexclusion.

Priaulxwasoneof threeJHR
Developmentsdriverstobeexcluded
aftertheThruxtonmeetinginMay
forengineirregularities.Aswellas
losingpointsfromtheHampshire
weekend,Priaulx,HarryDysonand
MattLuff werealsodeductedpoints
equivalenttotworacewins.

Buttheteamsuccessfullyappealed
thedecision,withtheMSANational
CourtrulingthatJHRhadnotbroken
therules.Alldriverswillreceivetheir
pointsandappealfeeback.

TheGinettatechnicalreportalleged
that“materialhadbeenremovedfrom
thecylinderheadsof allthreeengines”
andthatasealonthecamcovers
“wasnotasitshouldbe”.

Butthecourtruledtheevidence
presentedbythetechnicaleligibility
scrutineerwas“woefullyinadequate
andlate”.Nologdetailsfromanyof the
threeenginesweregivenfrom2017,and
mentionsof previoussealchangesdid

Fewtrell claims
maiden Eurocup win
ReigningBritishF4champion
andRenaultyoungdriverMax
Fewtrellclaimedhisfirstwinin
theFormulaRenaultEurocupat
theRedBullRinglastweekend.

TheTech1Racingdriverjumped
polesitterMaxDefourny(R-ace
GP)atthestartof thefirstrace
andmanagedhisgap,before
holdingoff alatechargefrom
DefournyandSachaFenestraz.

“Despitesomedifficult
weekendslikeinHungaryand
Monaco,we’venevergivenupand
thiswinisaverynicereward,”
saidFewtrell.“IknewIhadtogeta
goodstartbeforecontrollingthe
raceanddefendingmyposition
whenIsawMaxandSachaget
biggerinmyrearviewmirrors.”

Fewtrelltookfourthinthe
secondrace,asFenestrazcame
outontoptoextendhistitlelead
forJosef KaufmannRacing.

WillPalmer,thehighestBritin
thestandingsinthird,29points
behindFenestraz,tooka12thand
asecondplacefinishforR-aceGP.

DefournywilltestwithVan
AmersfoortRacinginthe
upcomingEuropeanF3pre-Spa
test.Theteamrecentlylostits
driverDavidBeckmanntothe
Motoparkoutfit,andapossible
outingforDefournywiththe
teamcoulddependonhis
performanceinthetest.

Scholarship filling up
The Ginetta Junior scholarship is half full
for 2017 with 30 drivers so far applying
to be rewarded with a fully-funded drive
in the series next season. Those who
apply will take part in assessment days
at Blyton Park to decide the winner.
As well as drivers’ on-track ability being
tested, their media credentials will also
be assessed by a panel including ITV
series commentator Richard John Neil.

Roberts’Monger tribute
A former team-mate of Billy Monger has
created a special version of Sky Sports
F1’s ‘Just Drive’ theme tune to raise money to
support the injured British Formula 4 driver.
Music student Cameron Roberts drove for
JHR Developments in Ginetta Junior in 2016
while Monger was at the team in F4. The song
will be available to download from July 31.

Barwell to GT Open
British GT regular Barwell Motorsport is
planning to enter two of the remaining
GT Open races ahead of a possible full
campaign in the series next season.
The team will enter its Lamborghini
Huracans in the Silverstone (September
2/3) and Barcelona (October 28/29)
GT Open rounds to evaluate the
category for 2018.

GRDC places opened
Aspiring drivers can now apply to race as
part of the Ginetta Racing Drivers Club next
season. The 2018 GRDC package includes
four race weekends on the British GT support
bill and drivers will get to own their Ginetta
G40 at the end of the year. There is also a
pre-season sprint contest at Blyton Park
that follows two training days at the Ginetta-
owned venue. It costs £35,000 plus VAT
to register for the year.

Witt back to GT Cup
Reigning GTO and overall GT Cup
champion Jordan Witt will return to
the championship for the next round
at Oulton Park this weekend. Witt will
drive the same Bentley Continental GT3
he steered to last year’s title. “Graham
[Davidson] has done rather well so I’ll
have to see if we can beat him,” he said.
“We want to challenge at the front and
we’llseewhathappens. I’mreally looking
forward to racing on my home circuit.”

Absent Fox
The Fox Motorsport team will not compete
in this weekend’s Ginetta Junior races at
Snetterton. Finley Green has switched to 
the JHR Developments squad for the 
remainder of the season, while the team’s 
other driver Keaton Samra has never 
previously raced at the Norfolk venue or 
Knockhill. The team will therefore skip the 
next two rounds and return with Samra at 
Rockingham at the end of August.

Oliver reinstated
Stuart Oliver’s victory in the third 
British Trucks race at Pembrey has 
been reinstated after the Motor 
Sports Association National Cou
overturned his exclusion. Oliver 
been deemed to have driven in a
unsafe manner and made contac
with Terry Gibbon at Hatchett’s, 
though after a review of video 
footage the court said it could 
not be satisfied this had been 
the case.

Priaulx was originally
excluded from Thruxton

Cammish: Carrera Cup
title battle will be reset
Porsche Carrera Cup GB points 
leader Dan Cammish believes the 
championship battle will be reset after 
this weekend’s races at Snetterton.

Cammish holds a 23-point lead over 
Charlie Eastwood and is 36 points 
ahead of  third-placed Dino Zamparelli, 
but will miss the Norfolk races because 
of  the clashing Hungarian round of the 
Porsche Supercup. There is 40 points 
available at Snetterton.

“It will practically be like resetting 
the championship,” he said. “There’s 
no expectation this year, it’s the other 
guys who have got the pressure. They 
have got a great opportunity to beat me.”

Zamparelli said that despite knowing 
this would be an important weekend in 
the title battle, he won’t approach it any 
differently. “Dan is missing it which 
gives me a chance to come back because 
we had an issue at Donington Park 
with a disqualification [for running 
incorrect camber],” added Zamparelli. 
“It’s a chance to recover that 
disqualification back and try to 
catch up as many points as possible.”

IN BRIEF

notspecifywhichsealsthesewere.
GinettabulletinsconfirmedPriaulx’s

enginehadbeenexaminedduring
thecourseof theseason–whichwould
involvethesealsbeingremoved.

Chairof theMSApanelGuySpollon
saidinhisreport:“TheNationalCourt
hasnohesitationinallowingeachone
of thesethreeappeals,notleastbecause
of thetotallyinadequatedocumentation
inthesematters.”

Spollonrecommended“appropriate
stepsaretakentoensuretherelevant
logsandrecordsastoworkundertaken
andsealsappliedandremovedonthese
enginesareconscientiouslyrecorded
andmaintained”.

ThedecisionpromotesPriaulxfrom
sixthinthestandingstothetop–16

pointsclearof team-mateTomGamble.
“It’slikeadreamcometrue,”said

Priaulx.“Itwasagreatfeelingwhen
theteamsaidwehadwontheappeal.”

Despitetheuncertainty,Priaulxwon
fourof thefiveracesaftertheexclusion.
Headmitsthatwithoutthepenaltyhe
maynothavewonsomanyraces,as
hestillwantedtoclaimthetitle.

“Youhavegottokeepbelievingand
itreallyhelpedme–itmadememore
determined,”Priaulxsaid.“Itwas
hard,Ifoundyouhavegottoreally
focusonwhat’saheadof youandput
thepastbehindyou.Youcan’tletit
lingeraroundoryouwouldbeatthe
backof thegrid.”

Priaulx’sfather,three-timeWorld
TouringCarchampionAndy,added:
“Itseemedverystrangefromthe
beginning.I’mhappyforSeb,attheend
of thedaywhatreallyimpressedme
wasthewayhehandledthepressure.
Hewenttoanotherlevel.”

JHRteambossSteveHunteradmitted
the situation leaves “a bit of  a bad taste 
in everyone’s mouth”.

“It’s a relief  it’s dealt with and we can 
now continue with racing cars and not 
spend my time writing letters,” he added.
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Namespastandpresentfromtheworld
of FormulaVeewillcompeteatCadwell
Parkthisweekendtocelebrate50years
sincetheserieswasfounded.

DriverswhowilltakepartintheFormula
Vee50thFestivalincludeformerchampion
DanielHands,aswellascurrent
championshipleader,BenMiloudi.

AlsoracingareAndyStorer,ahistoric
racerwhoranScarabcars,andKevin
Sheane,oneof thelargestproducersof Vees.

“Wehave40entriesforitandmanycurrent
andrecentdriverstakingpart,”saidGiles
Groombridge,competitionsmanagerat
the750MotorClub.

“It’smorethanwewouldnormally
getatCadwellPark,butthisyearwith
itbeing50yearsinterestisquitehigh.

“Wehad32atAngleseyand32atthe
BrandsHatchGPcircuit,sowe’vebeen
quitefortunate.”

Forthisweekend’saction,thefieldwill
besplit intotwoqualifyingsessionsbefore
threeheatsareheld,withcompetitors
takingpartintwoof them.

ArepechagewillbeheldonSunday
morning,whereaselectednumberfrom
thefrontof theracewillmakeitthrough
tothegrandfinal.

“Fundamentallythecarsaresimple,

easytomaintainandtakeonforan
amateur,”addedGroombridge.

“Butasracingcarsevolvedandswitched
awayfromspaceframestheybecame
moredifficulttomaintain.

“Theyareruggedandeasytorepair
whendamaged,aswellascheapoverall.

“Theyareprettyquick,withveryclose
racingandIthinkthatkeepspeople
involved.Youdon’tgetmanypeople
comeinforjustoneseason.”

The750MChadtriedtoattractother
driverswhohadracedintheseries,
includingIanFluxandTiff Needell,
butbothareunabletoattendtheevent.

FORMULA VEE 50TH FESTIVAL
TO BE HELD AT CADWELL PARK

‘How F1 engines
got to Le Mans’ 
DFV memories, p18

Lines targets VW Cup as TCR feeder series

Stalwart returns to racing after 10 years
Series join together for F5000 project

Stewart Lines, the boss of  the 
Volkswagen Racing Cup, wants 
to align his series with the new 
TCR UK Championship when it 
begins next season.

Maximum Motorsport boss 
Lines said he thought the VW 
Cup was perfectly positioned as 
a feeder category to TCR and he 
had already been in touch with the 
prime movers of  the UK version. 
He said his British Touring Car 
Championship team, which 
fields a Ford Focus, would 
remain unaffected.

Maximum Motorsport has 
fielded a SEAT Leon TCR car in 
Britcar this season, and Lines 
says he is keen to add another 
to his stable to step into the 
new-for-2018 contest.

“The cars are great, and TCR has 
a lot of  appeal,” said Lines. “And, 
with the projected budget for TCR, 
it seems like it will be the perfect 
stepping stone for drivers who 

want to graduate from the 
VW Cup. We will keep our BTCC 
arm too, so there could be a 
natural progression through 
to that as well.

“We will look to buy another TCR 
car and run a two-car team there. It 
seems like a very accessible series 
and a combination of  VW Cup on 
the TCR race day bill is just a 
natural fit.”

Lines will return to the British 
Touring Car Championship at 
the wheel of  the Maximum 
Motorsport Ford Focus for the 
remainder of  the British Touring 
Car Championship, starting at 
Snetterton this weekend. He will 
be the third driver for the team, 
which has previously run Josh 
Cook and Dennis Strandberg, in 
2017. “We tried to get a young 
up-and-coming driver, but it just 
didn’t work. I will be in the car to 
make sure we can fulfil our 
commitments,” said Lines.

Multiple 2CV champion 
Richard Dalton won on his 
return to racing after more 
than a decade away during 
an appearance in the Citroen 
C1 Challenge last weekend.

Dalton, who hung up his 
helmet after his seventh 24 
Hours 2CV win in 2007 at 
Snetterton, returned at 
Pembrey where he, Louis 
Tyson and Peter Rundle 
claimed victory in the 
two-hour race.

The former champion 
has spent the last few years 
helping his son, Jake, rise 
through the motorsport 
ladder, including his best 

result in 2008 when he 
finished as runner-up in the 
BRDC Stars of Tomorrow 
MiniMax championship.

“It’s a great joy to see my son 
doing well,” said Dalton Sr.

“He’s won a lot of races, but 
no championships. He usually 
ends up as the bridesmaid.”

Former multiple Mighty 
Mini and Locost champion 
Declan McDonnell joined 
the Citroen C1 Cup grid 
at Pembrey. “I am building 
my own car for the Spa 24 
Hours later in the year, so 
thought it would be a good 
idea to have a go in one,” 
 he said.

The bitter feud over the 
creation of  a modern Formula 
5000 category in Australia is 
over, with two competing 
series joining forces.

Supercars announced its 
Super5000 concept in June, 
sparking controversy given its 
likeness to the privately-run 
Formula Thunder 5000 concept 
that was already in the works.

After a war of  words amid 
claims that Supercars had 
copied the idea, the two sides 
have now joined forces, working 
to have a single V8-powered 
category up and running in the 

country for next season. It has 
not been confirmed what engine 
and chassis package will 
be used, with the Super 5000 
utilising a custom chassis paired 
with a Supercars-spec engine, 
and the FT5000 car built around 
a Swift chassis and a cheaper 
crate V8 engine.

A statement said the idea is 
to “incorporate beneficial 
technical elements from the 
FT5000 and S5000 to create a 
single ‘5000-style’ car, ensuring 
rapid progress towards the V8 
open-wheeler category that 
both set out to achieve”.

T
here have been some 
tremendously close-
fought title battles in the 
British Touring Car 
Championship support 
series in the last two years. 

Think of the Ginetta Junior showdown in 
2015 when Jamie Caroline and Senna Proctor 
ended up tied on points. Or the storming drive 
by Max Fewtrell to steal the British Formula 4 
crown from Sennan Fielding last year. And 
who can forget the dramatic crowning of Ash 
Sutton and Ant Whorton-Eales as the last two 
Renault UK Clio Cup champions? 

But the one series to miss out on the drama 
has been the Porsche Carrera Cup GB. 
However, this year could be different. 

Very different.
Dan Cammish has swept all before him over 

the past two seasons on his way to wrapping 
up the overall title at the penultimate meeting 
at Silverstone both times.

But the combination of a qualifying crash at 
Donington Park and him missing this 
weekend’s Snetterton contests because of a 
clashing Porsche Supercup race in Hungary 
means it is a different scenario this year.

In fact it’s a complete turnaround. All of the 
other four championships have leaders who 
are at risk of running away with it. Mike Bushell 
has a healthy 69-point Clio advantage. Jamie 
Caroline leads British F4 by 68.5 points. 
Callum Pointon is 48 points clear in the 
Ginetta GT4 Supercup. And in Ginetta Junior 
JHR team-mates Seb Priaulx and Tom 
Gamble are dominating with Priaulx currently 
on a great run of results. With the exception of 
Priaulx, all of the current leaders have at least a 
win’s worth of points in their back pocket.

However in the Carrera Cup, Cammish’s 
lead is just 23 over Charlie Eastwood. And 
with the double champion absent from 
Snetterton this weekend we really do have an 
intriguing title fight in prospect.

Dino Zamparelli is also still in contention in 
third – 36 points back from Cammish – and is 
starting to find the sweet spot with his new 
JTR team after a difficult start to the year. He 
went wheel-to-wheel with Cammish in the 
most recent race at Le Mans and came very 
close to winning.

Cammish has described the Snetterton 
weekend as “resetting the championship”. 
Even though he can use one of the two races 
as his dropped score for this year, things 
should close up massively this weekend. 
That is provided Eastwood and Zamparelli 
are able to deliver the goods and not get 
caught up in unnecessary incidents on this 
pivotal weekend.

Unless Eastwood has an absolute shocker, 
he is likely to be leading the points into the final 
three meetings of the year. And that should set 
up a thrilling fight at Knockhill, Silverstone and 
Brands Hatch to decide who is champion. So 
w e may finally get the exciting title battle that 
the Carrera Cup has missed out on these last 
few years, with it far from certain that Cammish 
will seal a record-breaking hat-trick of crowns.

JUNIOR REPORTER

STEPHEN 
LICKO
“We may fin
get the excit
title battle”

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

Photos: LAT

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk  JULY 26 2017  9

Forty cars will take 
part in the Festival

“TCR has a lot of 
appeal,” claims Lines
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Donald will graduate from his track day fun
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HISTORICS

ByPaulLawrence

Tyrrell 012 chassis number 2,
made famous by Stefan Bellof
at Monaco in 1984, will race
for the first time since Martin
Brundle crashed at Detroit
in 1985.

NewownerKatsuKubotawill
contesttheFIAMastersHistoric
FormulaOneChampionshipraces
atthisweekend’sSilverstoneClassic
inthecarthatclaimedoneof the
lastmajorGrandPrixfinishesfor
theCosworthDFVengine.

Thechassiswasmainlyracedby
Bellof,whofinishedthirdontheroad
intherainof Monacoin1984.

Astheonlynon-turbocaronthe
Monacogrid,Bellof droveanepic
racetoclimbfromlastonthegridto

thirdbehindAyrtonSenna’sToleman,
onlytobeexcludedoverthecar’s
weightandballastinthewatertank.

Thecarhasnotracedsincebeing
crashedatDetroitthefollowingseason
buthasnowbeensuperblyrebuiltby
LiazJakharaatZulRacinginDerby.

“Ihadquiteafewof thebitsandthe
chassishadbeenconvertedtolooklike
aFerrariFormula1caranditwason
displayinarestaurantinSpain,”said
Jakhara.“Ifounditandbroughtitback
andIhadthegearboxcaseaswell.”

Jakhara has restored the car to
Bellof’s 1984 Monaco specification
and livery. “On and off, I’ve been
working on it for about two years
and full on since Christmas,” he said.
“We had a first test at Silverstone in
May and Katsu flew in from Japan
to drive the car.”

THE CLASSIC AT A GLANCE
The Silverstone Classic is a huge 
event by every measure and the racing 
programme is an absolute epic. There 
is almost non-stop on-track action for 
10 hours on Friday, 12 hours on 
Saturday and nine hours on Sunday.

Friday is exclusively qualifying with 
15 sessions from 0900hrs, while 
Saturday’s 12 races start with Formula 
Junior at 0900hrs and finish in the dusk 
with the half-hour Group C race that 
starts at 2030hrs. Sunday again starts 
at 0900hrs for another 10 races.

Both Silverstone paddocks will be 
used, with the national paddock generally 
hosting the morning action before the 
focus switches to the Wing complex for 
the afternoon races. Full details of the 
event are at Silverstoneclassic.com

Lola racer to get 
special award

Donald a

Karl Jones to drive iconic cars at Classic showpiece

Formula Ford 1600 celebrates 50 years
The50thanniversary
celebrationsforFormulaFord
featureattheClassicwithtwo
racesforHistoricFormulaFords.

Thoughnotaroundof the
HSCCchampionship,allof
theleadingcontenderswillbe
theretoputonwhatissureto
beaSilverstoneslip-streaming
thriller.The54-cargridwas
instantlyover-subscribedand

regularchampionship
supportersweregivenpriority.
Therearecurrently12reserve
entries.Attheheadof therace
willbe2017titlecontenders
CallumGrant,MichaelO’Brien,
BennSimms,SamMitchell
andBennTilleyaswellas
formerF1racerTiff Needell.
Thechampionshiptrail
resumesaweeklateratCroft.

HowardDonaldfrom
popbandTakeThathas
joined the entry for this 
weekend’s Celebrity 
Challenge Trophy. 

Although he has done 
track days, the Silverstone 
Classic will mark his 
race debut on the grid of 
Austin A30s and A35s. 

With Gary Barlow and 
Mark Owen, Donald is 
one of the three enduring 
members of the Manchester 
pop group, which has 
produced 12 UK number 

onesinglesandseven
best-sellingalbums.

Donald, 49, is a classic car 
fan and has several cars that 
he uses on track days. “I’m 
both nervous and excited – 
it’s my first race and it’s 
going to be great,” he said.

“I have done a lot of track 
days in some of my cars and 
I have always asked myself 
the question ‘why am I not 
racing?’ And now I am! 
It’s going to be exciting, 
especially in a car I have 
never driven before.”

FormerBTCCaceKarl
Jonessaysheisincredibly
fortunatetoberacingthree
differentcarsatSilverstone.

Jonesh
buildar
racinga
awayfr
nowfac
racing
career
inaFo

SierraCosworthRS500,
aJaguarD-typeanda
LotusCortina.

“My60thbirthdaywas

aweekendlikethis?I’mso
luckytoberacingagain
aftera20-yearabsenceand
havingtheopportunityto

trulywonderful,
iconicracecars.”
drivePaul

uiDTM-
tionRS500in
perTouring
andBen
ck’sD-typein
aguarClassic
llengeandwill
reChrisSanders’
inaintheU2TC
hChrisWard.

The life of Lola founder 
Eric Broadley will 
be marked with the 
award of a special Eric 
Broadley Tribute to 
the fastest Lola in this 
weekend’s Stirling 
Moss Trophy race.

The founder of one 
the most successful 
race car manufacturers 
died in May aged 88 
and the trophy will 
be presented by the 
Chairman of Lola 
Group Holdings Ltd, 
Martin Birrane, 
who took over the 
running of the Lola 
Group in 1997.

The Motor Racing 
Legends Stirling 
Moss Trophy for 
pre-61 sports-racing 
cars features an 
unprecedented 
entry of five Lola 
Mk1s including 
Keith Ahlers’ Mk1 
prototype, one of the 
first models to emerge 
from Broadley’s 
workshop in Bromley 
in the late 1950s.

InGroupCterms, itdoes
notgetmuchbetter thanthe
JaguarXJR14.The1991Ross
Brawndesignfurthermoved
thecategory’sgoalpostsand
thatwasultimatelya reason
for thedemiseofGroupC.
ThisweekendGerardLopez
fromSpainwill raceone
of thestunninghigh
downforceJaguars.

Theex-JohnGottAustinHealey
3000registeredSMO746was
oneof themostsuccessfulbig
Healeys in the1960s in the
handsof thechiefconstable
ofNorthamptonshire.After four
decadesaway, it isnow immaculate
oncemoreandracing in thehands
ofMartynCorfield.

Theex-JoBonnierMcLaren
M6Bwill race thisweekend,
afternearly50years inNorth
America.TheformerEcurie
SuisseMcLaren isnowinthe
UKin thehandsofbrothers
MaxandAndrewBanksfrom
AlfaRomeocompetition
specialistsAlfaholicsand
will run in theFIAMasters
HistoricSports raceon
Sundayafternoon.

McLarenexecutivedirectorZak
Brownwill take timeoutofhisF1
commitments to raceastunning
FordCologneCapriRS3100 in

TOP5CARSOFTHEWEEKEND

Kubota will drive
reworked Tyrrell

Bellof was a star at a wet Monaco in 1984

Japanese racer to blood
his rebuilt 1984 racer

BELLOF TYRRELL TO RETURN
FOR SILVERSTONE OUTING

Martyn Corfield will race the ex-John Gott Austin Healey

Pre-War Sports Car Talbot

McLaren M6B will be a star

Karl J
Busy
wee

the Super Touring Trophy races. The 
ex-works 1974 car has a glorious 
history with drivers like Niki Lauda, 
Jochen Mass and Rolf Stommelen 
and is one of only three such cars 
built by the Cologne factory.

If you want a versatile car, look 
no further than the wonderful 
1931 Talbot 105 registered GO 
52. The ex-Le Mans car will be 
raced by seasoned campaigner 
Gareth Burnett in the Pre-War 
Sports Car race but two weeks 
ago he was pedalling it around 
the lanes of Britain on the 
1000-Mile Trial.

SILVERSTONE CLASSIC PREVIEW



Harrison went up the hill

Stig at Combe
Stig Blomqvist will be
the star guest at the
Castle Combe Rallyday on
Saturday September 23.
The 1984 World Rally
champion is likely to drive
on the venue’s rally stage,
while other attractions
will include a gathering
of ex-Colin McRae cars
to mark 10 years since his
death, and 30 years since
the last major victory for
the Opel Manta 400.

Welch is busy
Denis Welch Motorsport will
be fielding a total of eight cars
at the Silverstone Classic with
a particular focus on Austin
Healey 3000s and Jaguar
E-types. Julian Thomas and
Calum Lockie will spearhead
the E-types in the Jaguar
Classic Challenge alongside
the freshly built car that Jean-
Marc Rivet-Fusil will share
with team boss Jeremy Welch.
Three Austin Healeys will
contest the Pre ’63 GT race.

Durling’s debut
Simon Durling, who lives
at the top of the Shelsley
Walsh hillclimb, chose the
venue’s Classic Nostalgia
weekend to debut a recently
acquired Lotus 7 from 1961.
The 7 will complement
Durling’s Lotus 18 Formula
Junior which he races
regularly after making
the switch to racing from
full time hillclimbing.

Flock of XJ220
The celebration of the Jaguar
XJ220 at the Silverstone
Classic has grown to four
Le Mans cars following
confirmation that Allen Lloyd
is bringing his 1993 Le Mans
to the event. It is thought that
this will be the first time that
four Jaguar Sport/TWR
Le Mans XJ220s have been
together, including the spare
car that was taken to France
as a source of spare parts.

Scotsman’s 80
The Endurance Rally
Association has already
taken over 80 entries for
the 10th running of the
Flying Scotsman, even
though the challenging
rally for pre-war cars does
not take place until late
April 2018. The event will
run from Brooklands to
Edinburgh with four days
of competition on the open
roads of Britain, including
routes through Lincolnshire
and Northumberland.

Newell: twocars
As well as driving the Maserati
8CM Grand Prix car at Shelsley
Walsh over the weekend, Rob
Newall also drove the recently
acquired Buckler DD1 of Chris
Jaques. The sports-racing car
was built for Le Mans in 1956
with a 1500cc Coventry Climax
engine but never made the race
and spent most of its life in New
Zealand until Jaques brought it
back to the UK four or five years
ago. Its debut event earlier this
season was the Isle of Man
Classic in April.

Formula 2 to headline Oulton Park Gold Cup

Pritchard desperate to put one over on rival Elliott in rally title chase

Historic Festival planned for Mondello Park
Fiftyyearsof the1600ccFormula2
categorywillbemarkedduring
theOultonParkGoldCupon
August26-28.

The1600ccandlatertwo-litre
Formula2carsfrom1967to1978will
returntoCheshireforthefirsttime
inadecade.TheF2carswillbe
housedinthepitgaragesforthe
weekendwithracesfortheHSCC
HistoricFormula2Seriesonboth
SundayandMonday.

Aspecialawardwillbepresented
forthebestperformancebya1600cc
carwhiletheoverallaggregate
winneracrossthetworaceswill
bepresentedwithatrophyinthe
styleof thefamousGoldCup.

ThefinalperiodraceforF2at
OultonParkwasinSeptember
1972whenRonniePetersonbeat
NikiLaudaandJamesHunt(all
inMarches)tomakeapodiumof
futureF1superstars.

Nick Elliott and Jason
Pritchard will continue
their battle for the Mintex
MSA British Historic Rally
Championship on Sunday’s
Harry Flatters Rally.

The asphalt charge over
the military roads of the Epynt

Ranges is round six of nine
and comes at a point when
defending champion Pritchard
needs to take maximum points.

Elliott won the opening
four gravel rallies and neither
driver finished round five
in Ireland a month ago.

Pritchard has greater
venue knowledge than
Elliott, who has never been
particularly keen on asphalt.
However, Elliott now has a
fresh asphalt-spec Ford
Escort Mk2 in his bid for a
first BHRC crown.

Mondello Park will have its
own Historic Festival in a
new event planned for the
County Kildare track on
Sunday August 27.

In the first year, the event
will focus on the period Irish
racing classes of Historic
Racing Cars, the Pre-’55
class and Future Classics.
On two wheels will be
classic and historic

motorbike races. Ken
McAvoy of the Historic
Racing Car Association,
promoters of two of the
car classes, said: “The HRCA
has been interested in seeing
such a festival develop in
Ireland for many years,
and hope that 2017 will be
the start of something
that will grow to become an
international attraction.”

Ex-Warwick Toleman TG280 returns at Shelsley after full rebuild
Mark Harrison ran his ex-Derek
Warwick Toleman TG280 Formula
2 car for the first time at Shelsley
Walsh over the weekend.

Monoposto and F3 Cup racer
Harrison has owned the car
for around seven years and

finally completed a rebuild in
time for a shakedown run last
week at Blyton Park.

“I used two cars that had been
hillclimbing to make one complete
car and we used the ex-Warwick
car as the base,” said Harrison.

“The car is now in correct period
specification and livery. It’s a 1980
ground-effect car, so it is too
new for Historic Formula 2 but we
could do things like the Allcomers
single-seater race at the Walter
Hayes Trophy meeting.”

ByPaulLawrence

KeithHarriswasthestar
of theClassicNostalgia
weekendatShelsleyWalsh
whenhetooktwofastest
timesof theday in two
differentcars.

Thelocalace,wholivesthree
milesfromtheWorcestershire
hill,settheoverallpaceon
Saturdaywitha31.43sbestin
hisChevronB19sports-racer.
HethenswitchedtohisFormula
AtlanticChevronB25

single-seaterforSunday’s
competitionwhenhewasthe
onlydrivertobreakthe30-second
markwithanopeningrunin
29.53s.“That’snotabadway
tocelebratebeing60acouple
of weeksago,”saidHarris.

Anover-subscribedentry
fortwodaysof actionatthe
famoushillclimbwascapp
byacelebrationof GroupA
earlyWorldRallyCarsand
SaturdayformerWRCdriv
KristianSohlbergwowedt
fansbygettingbackbehind

wheelof aMitsubishiWRC04,13
yearsafterbeingaworksdriver.

Inhisfirsthillclimbandhis
firstexperienceof Shelsley
Walsh,Sohlbergsetamighty
paceandhisbestrunof 31.55s
wasonlytoppedbyHarris “Iwas

itwasthefirst timeIhavereally
enjoyeddrivingit,”hesaidof the
TristanBailey-ownedcar.“The
carisperfect,”addedSohlberg.

DaveWright, inhisex-Carlos
SainzFordFocusWRC,was
anotherstarwithhisspectacular

roachtothehillwhileother
kendhighlightswerecapped
obNewallatthewheelof the

WhitneyStraightMaserati
M,theoutrighthillrecord
dingcarin1934.

Hillclimber stuns Shelsley with two top times in two machines

HARRIS HEADS THE
HILL WITH TWO CARS

DOWNTHE
WORKSHOP
MERLYN
Mk9
1964one-litreF3
Currentowner:AndrewTart

IN BRIEF

‘Newall drove the
unusual Buckler’
Sports-racer’s return, below

CLASSIC SPORTS CAR CLUB ACTION FROM CROFT PAGE 24

He’s had it some time
Tart: “I bought it about 15 years 
ago with the intention of getting 
on with it. But at the same time 
I was in the process of setting 
up my race preparation 
business in Kidderminster and, 
of course, customers came 
first. Like a twit, I dismantled it.
I should have just used it as it 
was because it was sort of up 
and running when I first got it.”

It’s raced in historics
“It came from a chap called 
Martyn Lane in Southampton 
and he raced it in the late 1990s 
as an Historic F3 in the Classic 
Racing Cars category. Ray 
Harper had it before that and it 
had front and rear wings on it 
at some stage and it raced in 
Formula 4 at one time. In effect, 
I put it in the loft for years and 
it’s only been in the workshop 
for the last two years. It has to 
come after customer cars.”

There’s a good history
“Purely by luck it has got a lovely 
history. It was John Fenning’s 
car from new. It was built in 
1964 but first raced in 1965. 
There weren’t many Mk9s as 
they went on to the Mk9A. He 
had overheating problems with 
it and there’s a picture of it on 
pole position at Silverstone with 
about four inches of bodywork 
chopped off to try and get some 
more air in to the radiator.”

It had some success
“John didn’t get on with it but he 
had some success and won at 
Montlhery and was in the top six 
at Goodwood. It possibly went 
on to Chris Irwin for the Monaco 
F3 race. But it was sold later in 
1965 and went hillclimbing.”

He has restored it
“I’ve tried to put it back to how it 
was and it is as original as I can 
make it. It’s a great bit of kit with 
some nice history. I’m a bit tight 
in it because I’m tall but I’m 
having fun with it and we’ll take 
it to Croft in early August for 
the next Historic F3 races.”

Photos: Paul Lawrenc

Harris ran his Chevron 
up the hill on Saturday

Sunday time in an Atlantic car

Tart’s rare Merlyn Mk9

Nick Elliott will be out to defend his Historic title advantage

lberg was WRC stunner
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Meeke set fastest-yet win last year, at 78.61mph

Rally Finland has
big, wide, fast roads

Latvala has backed use of Finland chicanes

IS IT TIME FOR RALLY GB TO LEAVE THE WELSH FORESTS? PAGE 22

RALLY NEWS

LATVALA BACKS FINLAND ORGANISERS
FOR SLOWING DOWN 2017 ROUTE

By David Evans

Jari-Matti Latvala has spoken 
out in favour of the decision to 
slow the cars down at this 
week’s Rally Finland.

When MN revealed that chicanes 
would be used on one of  the most 
famous rally routes in the world, 
the organisers of  the Jyvasklya-
based event came in for criticism 
from drivers who felt the route 
would be compromised. After 
testing his Toyota Yaris WRC for 
two days on roads similar to those 
that will be used next week, Latvala 
is pleased to see the modifications.

Clerk of  the course Kai 
Tarkiainen confirmed he and his 
team had worked hard to slow the 
new generation of  rally cars down 
on certain sections of  the route. 
The speed of  the 2017 World Rally 
Cars has raised concerns in some 
quarters, but Tarkiainen said he 
wasn’t putting in obstacles to 
try to restrict average speeds.

“Putting a chicane in a stage to 
lower the average speed won’t 
make a stage safer,” he told MN. 
“We’ve put the chicanes in just to 
wake the drivers up in certain 
places. If  the cars have been flat out 

for a long time then we might have 
put a chicane in just to get them on 
the brakes a little bit earlier – it’s 
easy to become speed blind and this 
is what we want to avoid.”

Asked if  there were more 
chicanes than on previous Rally 
Finland routes, Tarkiainen 
answered: “I would have to say yes 
– because we’ve never really used 
them in previous years. If  we 
hadn’t put the chicanes in then we 
could have been looking at average 
speeds of  130kph [80mph] or 
140kph [87mph], but now I’m not 
sure what the speeds will be like.

“If  you look at the averages 
Thierry Neuville managed on the 
AutoGlym Rally a couple of  weeks 
ago, they were around 118kph 
[73mph] and 126kph [79mph], 
which isn’t so bad. That said, 
the roads on that event are a bit 
twistier and probably not quite as 
wide and fast as some of  ours. I’m 
completely relaxed about the speed 
for Rally Finland – [FIA safety 
delegate] Michele Mouton has been 
around and looked at the route. 
She’s happy and we’ve done 
everything we agreed to do.”

Latvala admitted his time testing 
the Yaris had certainly woken him 

up to what could be coming this 
week. The Finn is certain without 
the chicanes the World Rally 
Championship would be 
registering its fastest ever round 
by some margin. That record was 
taken by Kris Meeke, when the 
Citroen star took victory in 
Jyvaskyla 12 months ago.

Meeke’s winning average 
was 78.61mph, and 126.62kph.

Latvala said: “We built the 
chicane on our test road and we 
could see just how much it affects 
the speed and I have to say, with 
some of  the big roads we are using 
next week, the chicanes are 
needed. Without the chicanes, the 
average speeds would have been 
so high. I think Kai is right: we 
would have maybe 140 [kph].

“The problem is, as we saw when 
Seb [Ogier] went off  in testing, we 
are at such a [high] level now and 
with speed like that… well, put 
it this way: normally you won’t 
be coming back with Rally 2 
[superally]  the next day. The good 
thing that we saw from [Ogier’s] 
crash was that the cars are having 
good safety (see story, right) now.

“We saw a lot of  speed from the 
cars in Poland on the last round, 

but the difference with Poland is 
that we are going through the field; 
maybe only 10 per cent of  that route 
is in the forest. Here in Finland, it’s 
different. We have the ditch at the 
side of  the road and then we have 
the trees.”

Latvala and Tarkiainen admitted 
the weather could also have a big 
impact on this year’s route. Most 
of  the teams have tested in heavy 
rain and those conditions are 
expected to continue into the 
event itself.

“The rain will slow the cars 
down a little bit,” said Tarkiainen. 
“That’s inevitable. I hope we have 
the good weather we’ve enjoyed in 
recent years – that’s the best for 
the drivers and the spectators.”

Latvala added that the absence 
of  a genuinely soft-compound tyre 
would make a wet Finland a 
difficult prospect.

“If  it rains, it’s going to be tough, 
that’s for sure,” said Latvala. 

“I have a good feeling for the rally 
and all the testing for it has gone 
well – our car is really working in 
these fast roads and I think the 
chances are good for a win in 
Finland. But if  it rains it will be 
very, very difficult.”

Chicanes to interrupt the drivers’ flow this week

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com
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HyundaiMotorsportis
planningayoungdriver
schemetohelpdevelopthe
nextgenerationof talentinthe
WorldRallyChampionship.

TheKoreanmanufacturerhas
identifiedbetween15and20
driverstobringtoaninitial
assessmentatHyundai
Motorsport’sAlzenaufactory.
Anumberof thosedriverswill
thenbetakenforwardtoa
graveltestinthei20R5car.

MNunderstandsBritish
driversareinvolvedinthe
scheme,butHyundaihasnot
revealedtheiridentity–neither

hastheteamdecidedprecisely
whatitmightdowiththe
successfuldriverinterms
of acompetitionprogramme.

Hyundaiteammanager
AlainPenassetoldMNthat
theschemeremainedinits
planningstageandhadnot
yetreceivedagreenlight.

“Forthemoment, it’sabittoo
earlytotalkaboutthis,”said
Penasse,“butwehavesome
information.Wewanttodo
somethingwiththeR5car
andwhynotdoitwithayoung
driver?Thiskindof schemeis
goodforthe[i20R5]carandit’s

M-SportteamprincipalMalcolm
Wilson says Sebastien Ogier will 
suffer no lingering effects of  the 
high-speed crash which ended 
the British squad’s Rally Finland 
test two days early.

The Frenchman went off  
the road on his final run of his 
two-day test last Thursday. 
Unbeknown to him, he’d pulled 

arockontothelineandwhenhe
came back down the stage at full 
speed in the opposite direction, 
the rock was unavoidable. The 
impact broke the steering and 
sent the Ford Fiesta WRC into 
a tree in sixth gear.

Wilson said: “It’s certainly been 
a big one, but he’s fine. The good 
thing is that he knows exactly 

whathappened,soit’snotgoing
to affect his confidence going 
into the event. And he was very 
complimentary about the car – 
I don’t think we have anything to 
worry about [after the crash].”

Ogier’s team-mate Ott 
Tanak had already completed 
his preparation, but Elfyn Evans 
and Teemu Suninen were 

scheduledtotakeoverthe
M-Sport test car for a day each. 

Ogier said: “Although the test 
was cut short and I’m sorry for 
my team-mates who were unable 
to continue, the car felt fantastic. 
I’m really looking forward to the 
rally now, where we hope to 
secure a good result for our 
championship defence.”

Someof theworld’sfinestGroup
B, Group A and World Rally Car 
machinery will return to 
Cholmondeley Castle’s RallyFest 
during this year’s Wales Rally GB.

Cars like the Lancia Stratos and 
Lancia Delta HF Integrale 
thrilled fans at the only English 
stage on Britain’s WRC round
last October, and they will do 
the same again at what will 
be one of  the season’s most 
spectator-friendly stages.

“Almost 10,000 people joined us 
at Cholmondeley Castle for what 
was a fantastic, fun-fuelled family 
day out last October and the 
presence of  so many great rally 
cars from yesteryear added to the 
sense of  occasion,” said a Rally 

GBspokesperson.“Thistimethey
will be joined in the spotlight by 
other star cars from equally 
nostalgic eras.”

The organisers will run a full 
day of  action at the Cheshire test 
on Saturday, October 25, with 
advanced tickets available for £23 
(under-16s are free). The Rally 
Xtra ticket, a popular addition at 
Sweet Lamb last season, offers a 
breakfast, lunch, dedicated 
parking, private viewing and 
premium facilities for £160, or it 
can be added to a World Rally Pass 
for £204. World Rally Pass Xtra @ 
Sweet Lamb is £164 and World 
Rally Pass Ultra (including Sweet 
Lamb, Cholmondeley and the 
WRP) is £319. 

‘Two gravel events will
change running order’
Push for two-wheel drives, p17
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World championship leader Ogier “understands” his heavy Finland testing accident

Group B monsters head for Cholmondeley

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS
“Rally Finland
can decide 
careers”

I
t’s the one we’ve been waiting for. 
Finland. Ever since the 2017 
regulations for World Rally Cars 
were issued, the drivers, the 
designers and the fans have 
pointed to one week and one rally: 

this week, this rally.
We’ve all spent hours on YouTube, pouring over 

videos of cars flying through the air, but now it’s for 
real. This week will deliver the fastest action in the 
history of the WRC. But, for reasons detailed to the 
left of this column, it might not deliver the fastest rally 
ever. Does that matter?

Not in the slightest. Rally Finland clerk of the 
course Kai Tarkiainen’s level-headed approach to 
the whole speed issue is ultimately refreshing. He 
knows the world will be watching his roads this 
week, so he’s put some common sense in place, 
but he also knows the drivers of these 2017 cars 
are all big boys and it’s up to them if they want to 
slow down; only they can answer the risk and 
reward question.

We all know what’s coming in terms of speed this 
week, but what’s going to be fascinating is seeing 
the effect the aerodynamics have on stage times. 
Talking to the drivers after testing, the feeling is that 
the jumps won’t be quite so long or spectacular – 
not surprising with tonnes of downforce shoving 
the cars back down to planet earth – but corner 
speed really will be something special.

And that reminds me of a conversation with 
Hannu Mikkola about the merits of downforce on 
his home round of the championship.

Rewind to 1985 and the Finn’s fastest time in 
Ouninpohja, then a record at 11m35s for a 
25.10km (15.59 miles). He was driving the brutishly 
beautiful bewinged Audi quattro E2.

“It was such a strange feeling,” said Mikkola. “The 
harder you pushed the more grip you got – the car 
encouraged you to push more and more. In that 
stage, in Ouninpohja that year, I got the feeling that I 
was outside of myself and watching somebody else 
drive through the stage.”

Not since the days of Group B have we seen such 
downforce available to drivers on such toweringly 
fast roads and fearsome jumps. Be in no doubt, this 
week will be one for the brave. 

Ten years ago, it was that same stage – 
Ouninpohja – which cemented Marcus 
Gronholm’s decision to retire. He’d driven the time 
of his life and scared himself silly second time 
through. “I can’t do more,” he said at the finish, face 
contorted with emotion and fear at what he’d been 
forced to go through. 

A couple of minutes later, his team-mate Mikko 
Hirvonen arrived. His Ford Focus RS WRC was 
three seconds down on his senior countryman. The 
difference? The younger Finn was bouncing, loving 
it and wanting to go back for another go. I know I’ve 
told that story before, but it’s worth remembering 
again… Ouninpohja, Rally Finland – these are the 
kind of places that decide careers. 

But let’s just hope it doesn’t rain. In more ways 
than one, wet conditions could put a serious 
dampener on proceedings this week. 

Fingers crossed for some Finnish fun in the sun. 

HYUNDAI TO START
YOUNG DRIVER ARM

Lancia Stratos will be a big hit with the fans at Cholmondeley

Penasse (right) wants to 
help rising stars in rallying

good for us to find somebody, 
a new driver for the future.”

The drivers are reportedly 
coming from various levels of  
the sport and Penasse made it 
clear he wasn’t concerned 
about the car the drivers were 
currently using.

“If  you are a fast driver, you 
are a fast driver,” he said. “If  you 
can drive an R2 car quickly, you 
will be able to do the same in an 
R5 car and if  you’re fast in R5, 
it’s going to be no problem for 
you to be in a World Rally Car. 
[Esapekka] Lappi and [Teemu] 
Suninen have shown us that 
recently. I’m not worried if  the 
drivers are in R2, we will be able 
to see what they are capable of.” 

Penasse also underlined 
his own misgivings at drivers 
arriving at the top of  the 
WRC too soon.

“In my opinion, rallying is 
so much about experience,” he 
said. “Of course it’s about speed, 
we all know that, but it’s about 

experience as well. We have seen 
lots of  times young drivers come 
and set some fastest stage times, 
but they can’t do it for the whole 
event. We need consistent speed 
and that comes from experience. 
When you have some of these 
guys that are younger, younger 
than 20, they don’t have the 
experience from the sport or 
life to come to the big game.”

Hyundai runs a development 
programme in Korea, with 
Chewon Lim the current driver. 
The former F3 racer is tackling 
a series of  events in an R5 car.

“He had a big crash in 
Romania and he was out for a 
month, but he has been really 
unlucky as well,” said Penasse. 
“In Ypres he broke a window 
and some of the glass got 
wedged under the brake pedal 
stopping him from slowing. In 
Korea, there are no rallies, so 
for him to go from racing into a 
rally car, with pacenotes and 
everything is so alien.”Drivers like Suninen have shown they are capable in WRC



Jim Clark accident
prompted inquiry

Photos: Associated Press, David Evans, mcklein-imagedatabase.com
RALLY NEWS SAFETY SPECIAL

BRINGING RALLYING SAFETY TO
THE FOREFRONT

It’ssoberingto think that
justa fewhundredmeters
fromwhere I live inEdinburgh
aFatalAccident Inquiry is
currentlypickingoursport
tobitsandchallengingall
thecommonlyheldbeliefs
ofwhat isand isn’t
acceptablepractice.

Whateverourviewsonhowand
whythetragicaccidentsonthe
SnowmanandJimClarkRallies
happened,thecold,hardfactsare
thatmembersof thepublicwent
outtoenjoyaday’srallyingand
neverreturnedhome.While
spectatorsafetyonralliesisnot
anissueuniquetoScotlandor
theUK,eyesfromallaround
theworldwillbeonEdinburgh
forthenextfewweeks.

Overtheyears,I’vebeen
involvedinmotorsportinmany
differentrolesandeachhas
haditsownperspectiveon
spectatorsafety.

Asacompetitor–bothamateur
andprofessional–I’veralliedin
manydifferentcountriesand
manydifferentcultures.I’ve
experiencedfirst-handthedays
of ‘passionate’spectatorslining
thestagesandtheroadopening
upastheystepbackinfrontof
you.Asapaidprofessionalyou
wereexpectedtojustgetonwith
itandoftenanyprotestationfell
ondeaf ears.Thatdidn’tmean
wejustacceptedeverythingand
Iwellrememberbeinghauled
infrontof thestewardsonone
occasionforrefusingtostarta
stagewithoutanothercourse
carafteralengthydelaywhile
hundredsof frustrated
spectatorswerewalking
outthroughthestagestart.
Thankfullynowthereisa
regulationstatingamaximum
delaybeforetheneedfor
anothercoursecar.

Aschairmanof theWRC
Stewardsthethoughtof having
todealwithaspectatortragedy
wasneverfarfrommymind.
Watchinglivestagesfromthe
Stewards’Roomwasparticularly
nerve-wrackingandyourheart
alwayssankwhenthestagewas
stoppedforaspectatorincident.
Almosteverynight[thensafety
delegateJacek]Bartoswould
comebacktoHQwitha
concerningpictureof what
he’dseen:aguyperchedontop
of afencepostontheapexof a

Meeke: fans must use sense
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TheFatalAccident
Investigationintothe
SnowmanandJimClark
Ralliesin2013and2014began
inEdinburghlastweek–and
itbeganatatimewhenall
aspectsof safetyareunder
thespotlightinthesport.

RobertReidhasaunique
insightintothesport;since
winningtheWorldRally
ChampionshipwithRichard
Burnsin2001,hehasbeen
chairmanof thestewards
onWRCroundsand,inthe
wakeof thosetwocrashes,the
ScottishGovernmentasked
ReidtojoinitsMotorsport
EventSafetyReview(MESR).

HereReidthrowslighton
thedilemmaoursportfaces
inwhatwillbeacrucialfew
weeksintheScottishcapital.

Reid has a sport overview

Fans on Rally Poland ignored the advice of stage marshals

sixth-gear corner and an FIA 
accredited photographer moving 
from a jump only to have the 
next competitor land right 
where they’d been standing 
moments earlier. It was always 
a great relief  when an event 
finished without incident.

As a spectator, I always seem to 
want to stand further back than 
99 per cent of  the other folk there 
and my escape route from that 
place is always well planned. I’ve 
witnessed a photographer being 
hit on the inside of  a corner and 
seen far too many near-misses 
in my time. Perhaps it’s the fact 
I know first-hand what can 
happen to a rally car when it all 
goes wrong. That, and a good 
imagination, ensures my 
instinct for self-preservation 
remains high. 

When I accepted the invitation 
to the Motorsport Event Safety 
Review (MESR), I joined other 
representatives from the sport, 
members from Scottish and local 
government, Police Scotland and 
the Health and Safety Executive. 
It really makes you think when 
people from outside our sport 
ask questions like: “So, you are 
telling us there is no compulsory 
training programme for 
marshals?” or: “How can anyone 
think it’s safe to allow spectators 
onto a live stage to push a car 
back onto the road?” We took 
so much for granted, but since 
the MESR the MSA has 
implemented 29 objectives set 
by the commission as part of  
its Rally Future spectator 
safety campaign.

One of  those recommendations 
was to have a safety delegate on 
each event and I performed that 
role on the Scottish Rally. It 
was pretty daunting to take the 
responsibility of  giving the clerk 
of  the course the green light to 
run a stage from a spectator 
safety perspective. What became 
obvious to me very quickly was 
that events need support to come 
up to the standard and not just 
someone to mark their efforts on 
the day and give them a yes or no.

Thankfully spectator safety 
has got much better in many 
cases, although the expectation 
has also been raised. At one 
point it was difficult to imagine 
ever managing to control the 
spectators and rally again in 

Fafe, but just look how good 
Rally Portugal is now after a lot 
of  hard work. What is clear to
me is that spectator safety is a 
mission, not a job title. 

After seeing how close the 
battle was at last month’s Rally 
Poland, I was shocked when 
I sat down to watch the coverage. 
In fact, I couldn’t watch it – it was 
an accident waiting to happen. 
The World Rally Championship 
needs to ensure its events are 
safe not only because a serious 
incident involving spectators 
would be unthinkable, but also 
because of  the example it sets 
to the rest of  the sport. How can 
spectators be persuaded to stand 
in safe zones on national and 
regional events when they see 
others on TV at a WRC event 
standing right by the side of  the 
road just after a jump?

Every year the FIA descends 
on 13 countries and each and 
every one of  those rally weeks is 
an opportunity for the governing 
body to not only demonstrate 
best practice, but also impart 
knowledge and teach those 13 
ASNs how to do what they do. It’s 
the old adage, isn’t it… give a man 
a fish and you feed him for a day, 
teach a man to fish and you feed 
him for life. We need the FIA to 
use these opportunities, not just 
parachute in, direct operations 
and leave. One of  the primary 
benefits of  having a WRC round 
should be the drip-down effect 
in not just safety, but in every 
aspect of  running a rally.

From a spectator’s perspective, 
what’s needed is a change of  
culture, and that culture change 
isn’t going to come overnight. It’s 
really important this is led not 
imposed, to be bottom-up as well 
as top-down. Spectators need 
to learn that if  they don’t help 
the organisers and marshals 
by policing themselves and 
their peers then stages will be 
cancelled and events axed. 

For me, Kris Meeke summed 
up the drivers’ view best when he 
said: “The best way for spectators 
to see action and help the drivers 
is to stand in safe places so we 
don’t get distracted or have to 
alter our line or lift off.” 

That way, the drivers remain 
committed and the fans get to 
see the crews and cars on the 
limit from a sensible spot. 
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Former WRC co-driving champion Robert Reid 
says spectator ‘culture’ must change



Meirion Evans will return to rallying
in the UK for the first time since crashing
out of the Rally Isle of Man in 2016 – on
the same event.

The Welsh driver – not to be confused
with the Peugeot 208 R2 driver of
the same name in the British Rally
Championship – won the prestigious
Silver Fern Rally in New Zealand in
November 2016, but this year’s Manx
will be his first event this year and his

first on asphalt since the crash. He and
co-driver Iestyn Williams crashed out
on the 16th stage, having been ninth 
overall on the event. 

“We did the Manx last year and had 
a massive crash, at that point we were 
running in the top 10 and with the BRC 
boys which was nice,” said Evans. “I 
want to go back and put it right. 

“The car is all back together. We’re 
so busy with work it’s tough to do stuff  

for myself. We’ve got it back together
over the last few months. It needed a bit
of  front end and the rear corner, but all 
the rest was OK really.”

Evans owns two cars: a gravel-spec 
and an asphalt-spec Escort. The Tarmac 
car has a 2.5-litre Millington engine 
and a flatshift gearbox. Evans will do 
Rally Isle of  Man before returning to 
New Zealand to defend his Silver 
Fern crown. 

Organisers of the Rally Isle of Man
are looking for marshals to run the
event, with a shortage on the island last 
year. This year organisers are offering 
travel packages, with accommodation 
starting from as little as £35 per night. 
It is also offering discounts for groups 
wanting to travel over with a car via ferry. 
Register interest to marshal, or be a 
radio officer or timekeeper, via the 
event’s website rally.im.

The Motorsport News
Circuit Rally Championship
will broadcast all events
live on social media site
Facebook this year.

The championship has
previously had one-hour
programmes on Motorsport.
TV, and they will continue
at a shortened 30-minute
format. But each round will
feature extended live coverage
courtesy of rally specialist
Special Stage TV on the
championship’s social
media page.

The championship has also
confirmed its calendar, which
once again opens with the Neil
Howard Stages. Knockhill
replaces Rockingham for
this season.

MN Circuit Rally
co-ordinator Darren Spann
said: “We’ve retained the
events that have truly made
this championship a great
spectacle for spectators
and competitors alike, and
expanded it into Scotland,
making it a truly national
championship.”

‘Kiernan wins Mk2
battle in Cork’
Imokilly report, p27
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Live TV on social 
media for MN series

Fatal Accident 
Inquiry underway

Down Rally axed 
for 2017 season

The Fatal Accident Inquiry 
into the deaths of  spectators 
on the 2013 Snowman Rally 
and 2014 Jim Clark Rally got 
underway in Edinburgh last 
week with driver Graeme 
Schoneville among those 
giving evidence. 

Schoneville’s Honda 
Civic crashed out of  control 
on the 2013 Snowman Rally, 
in an incident where Joy 
Robson lost her life. 

“It just went black inside, 
the car just somersaulted in 
the air,” Schoneville told 
the FAI. “I can remember it 
rolling; sky, then dark, sky.

“Immediately after the 
crash, [we were] aware of  a 
lot of  people round about the 
car and we could obviously 
see a commotion and we 
knew that somebody was 
potentially under the car. 
That’s why we exited the 
car as quickly as possible.”

The number of  people 
giving evidence is expected 
to reach double figures at the 
Edinburgh Sheriff  Court.

There is no set time period 
for the FAI, but it is expected 
to last two weeks or more.

The Down Rally, a 
round of the Irish 
Forest and Northern 
Ireland Rally 
Championships, has 
been cancelled after 
organisers lost a key 
forest complex.

The Tollymore and 
Castlewellan Forests 
are unavailable for 
use for motorsport 
events this year, 
leading to a 
frantic search for 
more forestry.

Unfortunately the 
Rathfriland Motor 
Club has been 
unable to find an 
alternative route.

“It is with regret 
that Rathfriland 
Motor Club Ltd 
announce that the 
Down Rally, which 
was due to take place 
on October 14 in 
forests in the Down 
area, has had to be 
cancelled,” read a 
club statement.   

“In mid-May 
2017 the club were 
suddenly advised 
that Tollymore and 
Castlewellan Forests, 
which formed the 
backbone of the rally 
in terms of stage 
mileage, were no 
longer available 
for motorsport, 
even though these 
forests have been 
used in previous 
Down Rallies.

“Despite best 
efforts, the club 
has been unable to 
identify suitable 
alternative forests in 
the area to allow it 
to run a stage event 
to championship 
requirements.” 

Meirion Evans
crashed last year

EVANS TO RETURN TO RALLY 
ISLE OF MAN FOR REVENGE

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

Round Eight of the HRCR 
Clubman Championship, 
the Ross Traders Historic 
Rally, was won by the 
title holders Matt Warren/
Andy Pullan. 

A 10-second cone 
penalty on the opening 
test put the winners on 
the back foot initially and it 
was Simon Mellings/Ryan 
Pickering who led for the 
first half of the rally. 

However, they lost the win 
when they missed a route 
check at the beginning 
of the afternoon; the 
10-minute penalty dropped 
them well down the order.

White Rose Classic 
winner Paul Crosby, who 
had Nick Bloxham on the 
maps for the Ross, took 
second spot. 

A tie for third place 
was decided in favour of 
Howard Warren/Iain Tullie.

Tullie then drove north 
and, navigating for Carl 
Hawkins, claimed first 
place on the Beaver Road 
Rally, the pair finished over 

a minute ahead of Tim 
Rodgers/Sasha Heriot.

Ian Mills
Results
Ross Traders Historic Rally
Organiser: Ross & District MSC 
When: July 22 Where: Herefordshire 
Championships: HRCR Clubman 
Route: 145 miles and nine tests 
Starters: 55.
1 Matt Warren/Andy Pullan (Ford 
Escort) 12m57s; 2 Paul Crosby/Nick 
Bloxham (Porsche 911) +41s; 3 Howard 
Warren/ Iain Tullie (Porsche 911 Coupe); 
4 John Abel/Cath Woodman (Ford 
Escort RS2000); 5 John Ruddock/Nick 
Cooper (Ford Escort Mexico); 6 Thomas 
Bricknell/Roger Bricknell (VW Golf GTi).
Class winners: Bricknell/Bricknell; 
Sheldon Furby/Peter Littlefield 
(Mini); Alan Wakeman/Tony Brooks 
(Rover 214Si).

Beaver Road Rally
Organiser: Beverley & District MC 
When: July 22/23 Where: Humberside 
Championships: ANCC, EMAMC & 
ANEMMC Route: 150 miles Starters: 23.
1 Carl Hawkins/ Iain Tullie (Mitsubishi 
Colt) 20m56s; 2 Tim Rodgers/Sasha 
Heriot (Proton Satria GTi) +1m03s; 
3 Stan Featherstone/Sam Spencer 
(Peugeot 205 GTi); 4 Richard 
Hemingway/Sam Collis (Satria); 5 Myles 
Gleave/James Chaplin (Peugeot 205); 
6 Matt Flynn/Rob Bryn Jones (Satria).
Class winners: Taylor/Graham; Alan 
Jackson/Matt Wood (Rover 25).

CALENDAR
Motorsport News Circuit Rally Championship 2017/18
EVENT VENUE DATE
Neil Howard Stages Oulton Park November 4
NHMC Cadwell Stages Cadwell Park November 19
Knockhill Rally Knockhill December 3
Brands Hatch Stages Brands Hatch January 20
Snetterton Stages Snetterton February 18
Donington Rally Donington Park March 4
Lee Holland Memorial Rally Anglesey Circuit March 18
Border MC Cadwell Stages Cadwell Park April 8

Motorsport News Circuit Rally Championship gets live TV on social media



Rally Isle of Man 
September 14-16 2017
Marshals, Timekeepers, and Radio Operators Required: 
Are you up to taking on the challenge this year?

Rally Isle of Man are looking for registered marshals, timekeepers and radio 
operators to join us on this year’s event.

We are looking for groups or clubs who are MSA-registered marshals to help us this year. 
We can offer travel and accommodation from only £35 per person for four days. This will 
cover travel as a foot passenger, accommodation and transport to and from the stages. 
In addition, a free programme, packed lunch and an officials goodie bag will be included.

Should you wish to bring your own vehicle and stay at a Hotel then 
we can also offer a substantial discount on the cost of the ferry.

This is a great opportunity to spend three days being involved 

on event with some of the best stages in the British Isles. 
Starting on Douglas Prom and finishing at the famous TT 
grandstand. Over 160 stage miles, with central servicing so 
you are up close to the action.

Pre-register your interest on our website rally.im or 
contact chief marshal Mark (07624 498197) or 
John Gill (07624 452321) for more information.

www.sports2000.co.uk

SRCC Sports 2000 
Racing Championship

“Sports 2000 represents the essence of club racing”
DEREK BELL MBE Club President

2017 CALENDAR
April 8/9th Silverstone International

Cadwell Park

Oulton Park International

Spa

Castle Combe

Snetterton 300

Brands Hatch GP

Brands Formula Ford Festival

May 6/7th

May 27th

June 23/25th

July 15/16th

Aug 26/27th

Sep 9/10th

Oct 21/22nd
For all enquiries regarding any

of the three Championships 
please contact: Tom Stoten

07810 418884 or
sports2000info@gmail.com 

MCR currently have cars available
for the Duratec Championship for
sale or arrive and drive. For
further information contact 
Clive Hayes: 07771 762145 
or sales@mcrracecars.co.uk

SPORTS 2000

SPORTS 2000

STOP PRESS • STOP PRESS
Century Motorsport GT test for Sports 2000

Duratec Champion 2017.

MCR Duratec test for Sports2000 Pinto
Champion 2017



Two gravel rally events in
the UK will take on a new
format next year to try and
save front-wheel-drive and
historic rallying in the UK.

An initiative has been
launched called Rally 2WD
which is intent on bringing
out the two-wheel-drive and
historic cars it says have
dwindled because of the
regulations on seeding on
gravel rallies in the UK.

Currently, the events are
responsible for implementing
performance seeding, which
has meant two-wheel-drive and
historic cars have been pushed
further down the order, giving
them poorer quality roads
which can damage the cars.

The new format plans to run
Rally2WD and four-wheel-
drive cars in two separate
events on the same day,
running the same or similar
mileage for a similar entry fee,
depending on the event.

It will allow the Rally2WD
machines to get cleaner roads
at the front, without removing

four-wheel drives from the
competition and it should
galvanise rally entries.

Simon Wallis of Rally2WD
believes that this is a crucial
time for getting competitors
affected by the seeding order
back in the forests.

“If we don’t get some of the
disaffected crews back into
the forests next year, they
could be lost from the sport
forever,” said Wallis. “Some
rallies are on the brink of
collapse and once events
are lost, they are unlikely
to return.”

The Red Kite Stages and
Rally North Wales intend to
use the format next year, while
the Pirelli International Rally
already runs a similar format
where historics only start on
the Friday in a separate event.

MN understands that
multiple events are evaluating
the format ahead of a switch to
Rally2WD in 2018.

Gareth Thomas, clerk of the
course of the Red Kite Stages,
believes the change is

necessary to bring young
competitors back to the sport.

“A lot of rallying is on its
back, you’ve got the boys in the
quick world rally cars where
money is no object, but there’s
no room for youngsters to
come in,” said Thomas. “If it
carries on the way it is, gravel
rallying will die.

“We’re trying to attract
as many two-wheel-drive
cars back in, from bargain-
basement 1400 cars to proper
high-quality historic Ford
Escort Mk2s, on a level playing
field on roads not ruined by
four-wheel-drive cars.”

Wallis also believes events
need to change in order to
remain viable and that
Rally2WD could help with that.

“It has become very clear that
gravel rallying is in a perilous
state and a significant number
of 2017 events have lost
money,” added Wallis. “That is
an unsustainable situation and
the organising clubs cannot
be expected to keep on losing
money. At the very least they

should be running at break
even and preferably making a
modest profit for the huge
amount of work put in by the
organising teams.”

Rallies executive Ian Davis
said that the format meets the
criteria and has the support of
the MSA. Thomas credited
Davis for his work in helping
to establish the format and
make it work for his event.

“We’re [the MSA] happy with
it; we’re not closed-minded to
things,” said Davis. “We’ve
been obliged to set out revised
rules for rally organisers and
they haven’t had a positive
effect on entries, we all know
that. This is a potential way of
addressing those concerns
from a competitor’s point of
view without compromising
safety, which is paramount.”

More details about the
initiative will be launched
in the next few weeks, and a
Facebook page is expected
to bring more information
to interested crews, marshals
and spectators.

The natural instinct of most
people in rallying – and sorry 
to tarnish many unfairly with 
the proverbial brush here – is 
to complain about everything 
that is wrong with the 
discipline and not actually 
do anything about it.

So it is relieving that instead 
of  complaining about the 
seeding regs over and over 
again, this Shropshire trio of  
rally fans have acted. Yes, they 
acknowledge the situation 
isn’t perfect, but they’ve done 
something about it. 

If rallying could unite in
such a way over other topics, 
more solutions could be 
found to problems. 

Whether this idea works 
or not, and there will be 
difficulties in implementing 
this format and running it to 
schedule, we can at least learn 
something from this. If  you 
knuckle down with some 
like-minded enthusiasts, 
you can engineer your way 
around problems and find 
possible solutions. 

I hope all crews – four-wheel-

drive, two-wheel-drive or
historic-powered, support the 
events that have taken this 
plunge, and whether it works 
or not, bravo for the forward 
thinkers involved and may 
they reap the benefits from it. 

It could well be too late to 
save 1400cc rallying, which 
has been in decline for some 
time and with entry fees for 
most events on gravel 
touching, or over, £500, a £2000 
Nissan Micra isn’t going to be 
viable. Hopefully I will stand 
corrected and a host of  the 

cars return to the stages under
this format. As for historics, I
believe there is still time to 
save them, as although the 
loss of  numbers has been 
steep, there’s still enough 
historic cars left competing to 
benefit from this change. 

Only time will tell as to the 
change this format will make. 
But for now, I remain jubilant 
that someone, or in this case 
some people, have taken 
rallying by the horns and 
shown it a red rag. Well done.

Jack Benyon

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk JULY 26 2017 17

Photos: Writtle Photographic

AGREE/DISAGREE?
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REVELLING IN HISTORIC RALLYING

T
oday’s announcement
of the Rally 2WD
initiative is an
important one for gravel
rallying. I hope it will be
a significant catalyst in

helping reverse the alarming decline
in the health of a branch of the sport
I have loved for half a century.

I must declare an interest here, as I’ve
been involved in this project for more than 
12 months now, working with Simon Wallis 
and Alan Walker. Simply, we are three 
Shropshire-based enthusiasts who want 
to see a long and healthy future for gravel 
rallying and we believe Rally 2WD can 
be part of that story.

We’ve all chewed over the changes to 
running order that have helped get us to the 
point where most gravel rallies in 2017 to 
date have lost money. That is unsustainable 
and there are a number of events that are at 
risk right now. Most of us have grumbled 
about going to one field seeded in 
performance order as dictated by the MSA 
in the aftermath of the Jim Clark Rally 
accident. But moan as much as we like, and 
I’ve been as critical in print as any, it’s not 
going to change in the foreseeable future.

So, we started deliberating from the point 
of accepting that the running order was 
here to stay and whatever we proposed 
for the future had to work within the 
constraints of the MSA’s directives and 
the role of the on-event safety delegates.

Learning from the success of the Pirelli 
Rally in running two fields, albeit with a 
major time gap on this two-day event, we 
worked out that it was possible to run split 
fields on one-day rallies. It’s not going to 
work on every event, but it is possible 
on those rallies with limited road mileage 
between stages and a service area close 
to the forest block. The concept is in full 
accordance with the requirement of the 
safety delegate being able to check each 
stage shortly ahead of the first car in both 
halves of the rally.

After months of work and a raft of 
meetings, we have a plan, as announced 
on this page. The two-wheel drives do 
their entire rally and then the four-wheel 
drives do the same. We know it’s not going 
to gain a rapturous reception from the four-
wheel-drive crews but that is where the 
vital work of Rally4Wales will play a key 
part. For sure, the roads in Wales are now 
being superbly regraded and are, finally, 
fully fit for purpose. The two-wheel drives 
will do less damage and we fervently hope 
that the four-wheel drives will find entirely 
acceptable stage conditions when 
they arrive.

Will it work? We believe that it is a project 
worthy of support from the many two-
wheel-drive crews who have fallen out of 
love with the forests. Please come and give 
it a try on one or more of the two intended 
rallies in 2018. Gravel rallying needs 
support if the decline is to be halted.

Events are targeting
low-powered cars

PAUL
LAWRENCE
“Rally2WD is a
project worthy
of support”

NEW TWO-WHEEL-DRIVE
FORMAT FOR TWO EVENTS

The Pirelli Carlisle Rally has run a similar format in 2016-17 The Red Kite Rally will use the new format next year

Whether it works or not, Rally 2WD proves there’s hope for common sense

 Historics and two-wheel drives run at the front under event format change 

says...

RALLY NEWS
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K
eith Duckworth 
wasn’t a fan of   
the Ford DFV 
racing at the Le 
Mans 24 Hours. 
When legendary 
sportscar team 

boss John Wyer told him of  his 
plan to put the Formula 1 engine 
into a new prototype bearing  
the Mirage name for 1972, the 
straight-talking Cosworth man 
told him not to bother.

The story is recounted by five-time  
Le Mans winner Derek Bell, who  
would remain on Wyer’s books after  
team sponsor Gulf  stepped up to the  
plate to fund a new car in the wake of  
Porsche’s enforced withdrawal from  
the top flight of  world championship 
sportscar racing at the end of  1971.

“John said, ‘I say Keith, I’m thinking  
of taking the Cosworth to Le Mans’,” 
recalls Bell. “Duckworth’s reply was,  
‘I wouldn’t go, lad’.”

John Horsman, Wyer’s able subaltern 
since 1960 and now managing director  
of  the newly created Gulf  Research 
Racing operation, doesn’t remember 
Duckworth’s damning indictment of   
his own engine. But he does recall his 
doubts about the endurance prospects  
of  an engine that would become known 
as the ‘Ford Vibrator’.

“He might have suggested more than 
once that we shouldn’t waste our time,” 
says Horsman. “He certainly knew the 
shortcomings of  the engine. I wouldn’t 
say he was against the DFV being used in 
sportscars, but he wasn’t very keen on it.”

But Wyer and Horsman reckoned they 
didn’t have much of a choice. Gulf’s name 
had replaced JW Automotive above the 
door at their Slough workshops and the 
oil company was funding a new Group 5 
prototype to be known as the M6.

“Grady Davis, vice-president of  Gulf  
Oil, wanted it, and what he wanted, he 
got!” says Horsman. “Gulf  had actually 
had a cheap couple of  years with Porsche, 
but he was ready to pay whatever it took.”

Len Bailey was commissioned to design 
a new chassis, but what engine to put  
in the thing? Using the Cosworth, says 
Horsman, was “needs must – there was 
no other choice”.

Wyer and Horsman knew all about the 
DFV. They had run one at the back end  
of  1969 in the Mirage M3. JWA had been 
the second team to get its hands on a 
Cossie in sportscar racing after Alan 
Mann Racing, which had used in the 
engine in the back of  its unsuccessful 
(though occasionally rapid) Ford F3L  
in 1968 and ’69. But JWA had been the  
first to win with it in sportscars.

Jacky Ickx triumphed in the rain  
in a non-points 500km race at Imola in 
September ’69. It had also been on course 
to win the championship race at the 
Osterreichring the previous month with 
the Belgian star and Jackie Oliver. A 
failed steering column bracket – a part 
borrowed from the Ford GT40 with which 
JWA had twice won at Le Mans – deprived 
the new car of  a clear shot at victory.

“We should have won in Austria but for 
the steering column problem – we were 

well in the lead when it broke,” recalls 
Horsman. “It was actually a GT40 part 
that had done tens of  thousands of  miles, 
but of  course, the Cosworth vibration  
did it in. That engine would break 
everything if  you ran it long enough.”

The vibration issue with the Cossie  
was all too apparent when the engine 
went into the M6 for ’72. There’s a story  
of  the car shaking the spindles off  its 
gauges on its shakedown at Silverstone 
early that year.   

Bell remembers the foam being  
shaken from the insert of  his seat at  
the Osterreichring world championship 
round later in ’72. He had to brace  
himself  against the side of  the 
monocoque and eventually threw up. 

By then, Gulf  had already skipped  
Le Mans, deciding that the Mirage-Ford 
DFV wasn’t ready for the challenge.  
“The car was too new for the 24 Hours,” 
says Horsman. “It would have been a 
waste of  time and money.”

There were Cosworths on the grid at  
Le Mans that year, just as there had been  
one the previous season. The ‘honour’  
of  blooding the DFV at the 24 Hours fell  
to fledgling constructor Guy Ligier and 
his hastily built JS3 prototype. 

Gulf  and Horsman did have a plan B  
of  sorts for an engine to go in the back  
of  the M6. Yet it had even bigger doubts 
about it than the DFV.

Ford had commissioned a new V12 
sportscar engine from British builder 
Weslake in the summer of 1970 and Gulf  
would have first call on it for 1973. Yet  
the engine would never race in the back 
of  a Mirage, nor anything else. That was, 
at least, not until morphing into a 3.5-litre 
Group C powerplant bearing the badges 
of  the reborn BRM marque nearly 20 
years later.

“Dan Gurney had, of  course, won the 
1967 Belgian Grand Prix, in his Eagle 
with an earlier Weslake engine, but he 
told me they couldn’t build two engines 
the same,” recalls Horsman. “We gave 
the Weslake a fair shot and did a lot of  
testing with it.”

That included taking a car to the 
Daytona 24 Hours, then a world 
championship round, at the start of   
the season. It didn’t race and when  
the Weslake-powered car, now with 
coupe bodywork, failed to run cleanly  
at the Le Mans test in April, the decision 
about what car to run in the race was 
made easy.

“Coming back on the plane I sat next  
to Walter [Hayes, the Ford man who’d 
signed off  both the DFV and the Weslake 
V12] and he asked what I was going to  
do for Le Mans,” recalls Horsman. “My 
reply was, ‘two open cars with DFV 
engines’. I didn’t have much choice.”

It looked like a good one, too, after Bell 
and Mike Hailwood won the Spa 1000km 
in May 1973, the first world championship 
sportscar win for the DFV. It turned out 
to be a false dawn. Bell and Howden 
Ganley only got 29 laps into the 24 Hours 
before the transmission failed, though 
they would return to the track after four 
hours’ worth of  repairs. The second 
entry, shared by Hailwood, John Watson 
and Vern Schuppan, crashed out.

Gulf  had swapped from a Hewland 
transmission to the ZF for Le Mans in  
the name of reliability, but it turned  
out to be another victim of the  
vibrating Cosworth.

“We never had any problems with  
the ZF ’box before, but put it behind a 
Cosworth and it broke input shafts,” 
explains Horsman. “John and I went to 
ZF to talk to them about it. They asked to 
be given a moment, went into a huddle 
and then came back and said they would 
make the shaft smaller. They told us it 
would allow it to twist and flex, and they 
were exactly right.”

A revised version of  the M6, now 
dubbed the Gulf  GR7, did make it to  
the finish at Le Mans ’74, and in fourth 
place. But the car driven by Bell and 
Hailwood was 20 laps behind the winning 
Matra. One year on, and the French 
manufacturer was gone. Alfa Romeo, 
which dominated the world 
championship with its T33TT/12, opted 
to stay away again, too, frightened off  by  
a new rule that dictated that every car 
must complete 20 laps between fuel stops. 

“There was definitely a window of  
opportunity for us,” reckons Horsman. 
“Alfa could easily have taken the win,  
but they said they couldn’t get down to 
the fuel restriction.”

The Gulf  team’s response to the rules 
was the ‘new’ GR8 built around the 
existing chassis, but with new bodywork 
that slashed the drag co-efficient from 
0.53 to 0.35. Power from the Cossie was 
reduced too, with the engine pushing  
out well under 400bhp with a rev cut  
in the region of  2000rpm.

The British team dominated Le Mans  
in ’75. Bell and Ickx, who’d written to  
old team boss Wyer asking to drive 
alongside a driver with whom his name  
is forever linked, took a lead they would 
never relinquish after the first round of  
fuel stops. At half  distance, they were a 
whopping six laps up. 

The ‘Ford Vibrator’ still had a part to 
play, however. A broken exhaust late  
in the race meant its lead over the  
chasing DFV-engined Ligier JS2 was 
slashed. Bell was also disconcerted to  
be told after the race that “an engine 
mount had failed”.

The Cosworth ran in the GR8 as a 
stressed member, but Bailey had also 
designed in a rear subframe around  
the engine. “It didn’t carry any stress 
until the chassis broke,” explains 
Horsman, “but it ended up holding  
the car together.”

Gulf  axed its sportscar programme  
at the end of  ’75. The cars were sold to  
US entrant Harley Cluxton and would 
return to Le Mans in ’76 and take the 
runner-up spot to Porsche. A year later, 
the cars had Renault V6 twin-turbo 
power, but the Cosworth remained a 
staple of  sportscar racing.

Rondeau, another privateer fighting 
against the factories, would give the 
Cosworth another victory in 1980 and 
the engine would race in 3.3-litre and  
3.9-litre and later 3.5-litre form into the 
1990s. Not bad for an engine that its 
creator reckoned had no business 
competing in long-distance racing.

INSIGHT: DFV IN SPORTSCARS

HOW THE DFV WAS ABLE
TO GO THE FULL DISTANCE

The DFV added sportscar success to its impressive CV, but the road to glory was a rocky one. By Gary Watkins

Bell and Ickx took the Mirage GR8-DFV to Le Mans glory in 1975

Ligier was the first to use 
DFV at Le Mans in 1972



Rondeau took the DFV’s
last Le Mans win in 1980

Photos: LAT Archive
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Theall-dominatingCosworth 
enginethatwouldbecome 
knownastheDFXwas born of  
frustration.Butitsconception 
wasmadepossiblebyan Indycar 
rulechangeinthemid-1970s. 

Vel’sParnelliJonesRacing 
hadgrowntiredof blowing up 
theOffenhauserin-line fours 
andwonderedif theremight 
beaturbochargedfuture for the 
CosworthDFVsittingin the back 
of itsnewFormula1car that had 
debutedinlate1974.That was, 
coincidently,theyearthe United 
StatesAutomobileClub introduced 
aturboboostlimitforthe first time. 

“Wewereblowingup engines left 
andright–weweren’tgetting any 
satisfactionwiththeOffy,” recalls 
USracinglegendParnelli Jones, 
who’destablishedVPJ with Vel 
Miletichin1969.“Butif  USAC 

hadn’t cut the boost, it still would 
have been the engine to have. The 
reduction in the turbo pressure 
put everything in place to use 
the Cosworth.”

Everything bar a positive 
working relationship with the 
builder of  the engine over in 
the UK, whose founder Keith 
Duckworth told VPJ their idea 
wouldn’t work. Not only that, 
but he informed VPJ that if  they 
wanted a supply of  parts, they’d 
have to buy ready-to-go F1 engines. 

“Duckworth wasn’t helpful at 
all,” continues Jones. “The only 
thing we used were the head 
and the block, so we had to buy 
complete engines and throw 
the rest away.”

That fits with the memories of  
British designer John Barnard, 
who had joined VPJ ostensibly to 

design a new Indycar around the 
base of  its VPJ4 F1 car, but got 
pulled into the engine programme. 

“I remember drawing pistons, 
conrods, inlet manifolds, oil pumps 
and things like that,” says Barnard, 
who does recall using pistons 
forged at Cosworth to his design. 

What isn’t clear is if  VPJ had 
call on a crankshaft, necessary to 
reduce the capacity to 2.65 litres, 
that had been designed at Cosworth 
for an earlier but still-born project 
undertaken at Penske in late 1973. 

The first VPJ Cosworth turbo – 
still, at this stage, being called a 
DFV – ran briefly at Indy during 
May 1975.Drivers Al Unser Sr 
and Mario Andretti were 
complimentary about an engine-
chassis package that Jones was 
billing as “our 1976 car”, though 
they raced Eagle-Offys. 

Barnard’s car, the VPJ6B, raced 
at Phoenix before the end of  the 
year and then scored its first USAC 
victory with Unser at Pocono in 
June 1976. The team had flown 
Duckworth over to try to forge a 
business relationship. The win 
certainly convinced Duckworth 
of  the potential for business in the 
Indycar market and he promptly 
set about developing his own 
unit. He even poached the two 
VPJ employees who’d led 
development of  the turbo. 

“We paid to bring that 
sonofabitch over and he stole 
our employees and started his 
own programme,” says Jones. 
“I had no use for him, you can 
probably tell that.”

But Jones had started something 
big. The DFX would dominate 
Indycar racing for the next decade.

TAKING THE STAGE STATESIDE

Al Unser was a winner at Pocono in the 1976 season

John Wyer had to be persuasive to get Duckworth to agree to using a DFV

DFV-powered Alan 
Mann Ford F3L in ’69
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G
o west, young man. 
Young lady. Old 
man. Old lady. A 
great many of  us 
have been doing 
it for far too long 
now. This year will 

mark the 20th anniversary of  the 
Welsh woods’ monopoly of  World 
Rally Championship rallying in 
British forests.

The last time a full British world 
championship round departed a forest 
stage anywhere other than Wales was 
when Colin McRae exited Grizedale 
East on Monday, November 20, 1995. 
He was fastest. And heading south. 
Guess where? That’s right, Wales.

The following year we only qualified 
for the two-litre cup, but that 1996 route 
still had the good grace to spend time 
in Kielder and Hamsterley. Since then, 
there’s not been a sniff  of  mud on 
a World Rally Championship-
challenging exhaust anywhere other 
than on the west side of  Offa’s Dyke.  

The great irony here is that the quote 
“Go west, young man…” refers to the 
expansion of  North America and a 
desire to see settlers moving across 
the land, learn more and experience 
everything the continent had to offer.

For us, going west has meant one 
thing: going to Wales.

Don’t get me wrong, while Wales 
locked down the forest stages from 1997 
onwards, there was still plenty to see 
on an RAC Rally Sunday (make that a 

Rally GB Sunday from 1998) with 
the likes of  Silverstone, Cornbury, 
Blenheim, Donington and Millbrook – 
you know, those real classics upon 
which the foundation of  our greatest 
rally was built...

But, if  you wanted to watch from 
between the trees, then you would 
be winding down your window and 
handing a civil servant a fiver at the
far side of  the Severn Bridge. And 
you’ve been doing so ever since – 
metaphorically speaking, of  course: 
it’s more M56 than M4 since Deeside 
replaced Cardiff.

Whatever. We’ve been in those woods 
too long. The WRC Promoter told us 
as much last year when Oliver Ciesla 
made a pointed comment about 
wanting to see Britain’s round of the 
championship closer to a major centre 
of  population. That could, of  course, 
be interpreted in a variety of  ways. 
The 1997 event was based in 
Cheltenham with millions of  folk 
just beyond the doorstep, but as 
we’ve already read – the only forests 
available from there were in Wales.

With a differently structured 
agreement with the Welsh 
Government, it could be possible to 
base Rally GB out of  Manchester 
or Liverpool. That would answer the 
population question and it might 
– just – be possible to make it up to the 
Lakes for a dash around Grizedale and 
a patchwork route stitching together 
the miles on offer in places like Comb or 

Whinlatter. But the bulk of  the mileage 
would have to come from Wales.

And it would have to come from the 
northern side of  the country. Any hope 
of  venturing south of  Hafren was lost 
when the teams bitched and moaned 
about 2011’s Builth Wells-based event. 
That Builth base offered the delights 
of  Halfway and Route 60 one day and 
Dyfi and Dyfnant the next. But the lack 
of  suitable accommodation meant a 
drag down to Cardiff’s Hiltons and 
Marriots at the end of  every day and 
guess what? The crews didn’t like the 
long road section.

This will be the fifth year the event has 
been based out of  Deeside and next year 
will be the last in the present three-year 
agreement with Wales. 

The relationship with Wales and with 
Conwy Council remains strong and 
healthy. From the outside, it would be 
easy to look at event managing director 
Ben Taylor and question what he’s done 
that his predecessor Andrew Coe 
didn’t. Both signed off  on a new deal 
with Wales, a deal which underwrote 
the millions needed to stage Britain’s 
round of the WRC.

On one hand, Taylor arrived in the big 
job at just the right time: the move north 
was here and all was well with Wales 
Rally GB – long gone were the days of  
being lost in Cardiff  with 30-odd entries. 

Taylor hasn’t sat back and rested on 
the laurels of  those who lifted the event 
up and out of  the doldrums. Instead, 
he’s ingrained himself  in the very 

fabric of  the rally, delving deeper than 
his predecessor into the wheres and 
the whys of  the route while taking up 
the cause of  the spectator more 
passionately than before. Taylor has 
never shied away from getting his 
boots dirty walking the woods with 
route co-ordinator Andrew Kellitt and 
safety officer Sue Sanders in search of  
a better place for the spectators to stay.

But now, surely, comes Taylor’s 
biggest challenge. It’s time for Rally GB 
to depart what has increasingly become 
the mothership. It’s time to leave Wales. 

Why? Why should we leave Wales? 
Look at Finland. Finland’s never left 
Jyvaskyla and isn’t that the world’s 
most successful rally? Yes, it is. But 
Finland has no need to leave Jyvaskyla. 
It’s got more roads and more woods 
than it could ever need just beyond the 
city limits. It would be a stretch, but 
I’ll bet Finland clerk of  the course Kai 
Tarkainen could find different roads 
every year for three years. They 
wouldn’t be ideal, because they don’t 
have the spectating infrastructure 
of  car parks and sensible viewing 
areas, but the roads themselves 
would be there.

Deeside simply doesn’t have that. 
Kellitt is being stretched, quite literally, 
in every direction to flesh the bones of  a 
180-mile competitive route. The onset of  
windfarms in Clocaenog and possibly 
more of  the current forests will only 
serve to make that task more onerous. 

Back to Cardiff ?  

Thought not. And that’s no reflection 
on the excellent roads in the south of  
Wales. But I think we’ve established 
we’ve been there, done that.

So, where?
And where soon: this time next year 

we’ll need firm plans for the 2019 event. 
Taylor’s focus remains on the next 

two Wales Rally GBs and he’s not 
keen on further discussion 
on his event’s future beyond 2018. 

That’s fine. We can speculate. 
Turning north appears the only 

option. A London-based Rally GB 
would, doubtless light up the eyes of  
every commercially-minded promoter 
type from here to kingdom come, but 
there’s no chance of  our round being 
centred in the capital.

The biggest problem any round of the 
World Rally Championship faces these 
days is the age-old question of  funding. 
It costs a good couple of  million to run 
a WRC round and the most common 
source of  that level of  backing is from 
regional government. Since it started 
backing Rally GB in 2000, Wales has 
poured tens of  millions into Rally GB. 
In turn, it’s secured hundreds of  
millions in terms of exposure and 
direct investment in local economies. 
Don’t believe me? Then try and book a 
room at Village Hotel on Deeside for the 
last week in October. You’ll find the last 
few rooms available at £620 for four 
nights. Come back a month later and 
the same dates in November will cost 
you £261. Have no doubt, Wales has 

INSIGHT: RALLY GB’S FUTURE

IS ITTIMEFORRALLYGB
Isit time to thinkabout relocatingBritain’sWRCcounter?ByDavid Evans

England last held WRC stages when Colin McRae won back in 1995 Cardiff tried hard with the event, and even held a Super Special inside the Millennium Stadium in 2006
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TO SPREAD ITS WINGS?

made good money out of  Rally GB.
Regional investment is fantastic. Not 

only is council or government-level 
funding usually kosher, it brings with 
it the key to opening doors to closing 
roads and the use of  local facilities. 
Being backed by Wales and Conwy 
brought the event onto the inside 
and that made certain aspects of  
the bureaucratic process easier 
to navigate.

The flip side of  that is that it anchors 
the event in one place and that was 
never what Britain’s WRC counter was 
about. The RAC Rally was beautifully 
nomadic, roaming Britain with a 
two-year stay in Harrogate here, a 
three-year agreement with Bath there 
or a suck-it-and-see single-season in 
Birmingham. The benefit of  that 
process was that it spread the WRC 
word all around the country, with 
Scotland, Yorkshire, the Lakes, all 

these places, never more than a year 
or two away from the return of  
rallying’s biggest names and fastest 
cars. The other benefit was that 
it always ensured that marshals 
nationwide were never more than 
a couple of  years away from current 
WRC process and thinking.

There’s a generation of  marshals 
in Britain who have never had the 
opportunity to volunteer on their 
round of the WRC because of  the 
geography involved and, for many, the 
cost of  a trip to Deeside. Not only do we 
have this disaffected bunch who want 
to come and help but can’t, but we also 
have a growing knowledge gap between
British national rallying and the WRC.

Why wasn’t it like this before? Simple.
Network Q. Lombard. The Daily 
Mirror… These were all sponsors of  
Britain’s round of the championship 
and it was in their multi-national 

Wales has provided a
spectacular backdrop

Deeside service has proven a big boom for economy

interest to spread their word and their 
name as far and wide as possible.

That’s what we need now. Can you 
imagine, for example, if  there was a 
company which relied on Britain’s 
road, air and rail network? Wouldn’t 
that be the dream ticket. Team 
co-ordinators look away now… 
we could start the rally in central 
London. Load the cars onto 
transporters and go wherever we want 
in Britain overnight. Next morning, we
could do a linear route north through 
Wales. Then shove the cars onto a train,
the crews onto a plane and meet them in
Glasgow the next morning for a dash 
through the Trossachs. 

And the finish? Up to you. Where do 
you fancy?

I know, if  only there was a company 
with that kind of  infrastructure and 
influence. I’ll bet if  there was they’d 
probably paint their lorries green and 

come with a Christian name rhyming 
with Freddie…

One thing which is perfectly clear 
with the WRC Promoter is that they 
are willing and interested to look at 
anything and everything. The days of  
rallies having to fit in a box are gone. 
Yes, we need to be sensible and fit in 
around broadcast schedules – a Sunday 
lunchtime powerstage is clearly 
sacrosanct – but plenty can be built 
around that. The cloverleaf David 
Richards brought to route planning 
two decades ago is gone. Not long 
gone, but gone. Such is the mobility of  
television production and immediacy 
of  media consumption, a central hub 
is no longer required: wall-to-wall 
coverage of  the Tour de France makes 
this much abundantly clear.

If  Eddie Stobart’s not up for the 
job and we can’t find a Lombard 
replacement, then the answer will have 
to remain regional funding and that, for 
the reasons we’ve detailed, will limit the 
route. Yorkshire was keen, but Dalby 
and its eye-wateringly fast roads won’t 
be enough to house Britain’s WRC 
round. A north-west or north-east 
consortium might, but joint-funding 
can be a nightmare of  box-ticking and 
back-slapping. What we need is a Wales 
replacement. So, England? Hardly. It 
wouldn’t work and there’s no precedent.

Scotland? Ireland? Much more 
workable. Ireland has enjoyed a round 
of the World Rally Championship in 
recent years and, more recently, both 

countries have enjoyed second-tier 
international rallying with the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
for Rally Scotland and the European 
Rally Championship for the Circuit 
of  Ireland.

Rally of  Scotland ran for three years 
and was immediately – and universally 
– lauded as one of  the best events in 
the world. Stages like Loch Ard and 
Craigvinean are as good as any other 
roads on planet earth and Glasgow 
and Edinburgh both provide the sort 
of  population centre the promoter 
clamours for.

As for Ireland, one man could make it 
happen: Bobby Willis. Willis put his life 
and his bank balance on hold to return 
the Circuit of  Ireland to its former 
glories (OK, almost its former glories – 
a full five-day tour was beyond even 
Bobby) and he’s sufficiently well 
connected to put together an Emerald 
Isle WRC counter. Could the Circuit of  
Ireland really be Britain’s round of the 
World Rally Championship. 

Really?
What about the woods, the RAC and 

all that? I know, it’s a stretch and, as 
much as anybody, I love to look back and 
reminisce on what the RAC and Rally 
GB means to this nation and our sport.

But, Wales, the time is fast 
approaching to love you and leave you. 
And, if  it’s only convention and history 
that keep us out of  Belfast and The 
Glens, then it’s time to look and think 
outside of  the box.  

Rally Ireland winner 
Sebastien Loeb in ’06 Rally of Scotland was a big hit
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Special Saloons & Modsports (10 laps)
1 Chris Southcott (MG Midget-Vauxhall); 2 Ian Hall
(Darrian-Wildcat T98 GTR) +12.394s; 3 Tom
Carey (Honda CRX-BDG); 4 Ian Stapleton (Alfa
Romeo Alfetta GTV); 5 Wayne Crabtree (Ford
Escort-BDT); 6 Ricky Parker-Morris (Peugeot
309-Cosworth YBT). Class Winners Carey;
Crabtree; Neil Claxton (Suzuki-Ford SC100); Lee
Barnard (MGB GTV8). Fastest Lap C Southcott
1m28.981s (85.97mph). Pole Andy Southcott (MG
Midget-Vauxhall). Starters 20. Race 2 (10 laps)
1 Hall; 2 Crabtree +8.737s; 3 Carey; 4 Danny
Morris (Peugeot 309-Cosworth YBT); 5 Stapleton;
6 C Southcott. CW Crabtree; Carey; Tim Cairns
(MG Hexagon Midget); Barnard. FL A Southcott
1m28.625s (85.35mph). P Hall. S 19.
Race 3 (10 laps) 1 A Southcott; 2 Stapleton
+5.461s; 3 Carey; 4 C Southcott; 5 Parker-Morris;
6 David Beatty (Honda Prelude). CW Stapleton;
Parker-Morris; Barnard. FL A Southcott 1m27.893s
(87.03mph). P Crabtree. S 18.

New Millennium/Modern Classics/Puma Cup
(25 laps) 1 Connaire Finn (Ginetta G50 Cup);
2 Lee Frost (BMW M3 E36) +4.437s; 3 Lucky
Khera (BMW M3 E46); 4 Nick Olson (Lotus Esprit
S3); 5 Dave Griffin (BMW M3 E36); 6 Paul Livesey
(Porsche 968CS). CW Frost; Olson; Griffin;
Richard Thurbin (Lancia Delta HF Integrale);
Ashley Woodman/Keith Hemsworth (Lotus Elise
S1); Jon Attard (Ford Puma); Charanjiv Singh
Khera (Mini Cooper S). FL Finn 1m32.512s
(82.69mph). P Finn. S 34.

Future Classics (20 laps) 1 Richard Thurbin
(Lancia Delta HF Integrale); 2 Aston Blake
(Porsche 944 S2) +43.329s; 3 Sam Smith (Mazda
MX-5); 4 Mark Lucock (Ford Escort RS2000 Mk1);
5 Paul Dingle (Porsche 944 S2); 6 Martyn Adams
(Triumph TR7 V8). CW Blake; Smith; Lucock;
Geoff Beale (Talbot Sunbeam Lotus). FL Thurbin
1m40.140s (76.39mph). P Tony Blake (Porsche
911 RSR). S 18.

Jaguar Saloon & GT (12 laps) 1 Colin Philpott
(XJS); 2 Tom Butterfield (XJS) +3.684s; 3 Patrick
Doyle (XJS); 4 Adam Powderham (XJR); 5 Tom
Robinson (XJR); 6 Chris Boon (XJS).
CW Butterfield; Doyle; Michael Holt (XJ40).
FL Philpott 1m40.035s (76.47mph). P Butterfield.
S 13. Race 2 (12 laps) 1 Butterfield; 2 Philpott
+4.150s; 3 Robinson; 4 Powderham; 5 Boon;
6 Holt. CW Philpott; Robinson; Holt. FL Philpott
1m38.836s (77.40mph). P Philpott. S 13.

Open Series (26 laps) 1 Simon Smith
(Caterham CSR); 2 Tim Davis (Caterham C400)
+9.088s; 3 Martin/Bill Addison (Caterham R400);
4 Robert Singleton/Graham Charman (Caterham
C400); 5 Ashley/Steve Boyles (Caterham R300);
6 Lewis/Gary Tootell (Caterham R300). CW Davis;
Lucky Khera (BMW M3 E46); Tony Blake (Porsche
911 RSR); Stephen Riley (MK Indy R); Keith
Hemsworth/Ross Woodman (Lotus Elise S1);
James Alford/Blair Roebuck (Honda Civic).
FL Smith 1m28.679s (86.26mph). P Smith. S 29.
Race 2 (9 laps) 1 Davis; 2 B Addison +0.874s;
3 Singleton; 4 Charman (Caterham Superlight);
5 Colin Watson (Caterham C400); 6 Ross Murray
(Caterham C400). CW Addison. FL Davis
1m43.546s (73.88mph). P Smith. S 11.

Magnificent Sevens (24 laps) 1 Gary Bate
(Caterham CSR); 2 Colin Watson (Caterham
C400) +21.882s; 3 Ross Murray (C400); 4 Rich
Webb (Caterham Blackbird); 5 Tim Davis (C400);
6 Aaron Head (Caterham R300). CW Murray;
Webb; Davis; Stephen/Ashley Boyles (R300);
Stephen Storey/Andy Tidy (Caterham Blackbird).
FL Bate 1m26.938s (87.99mph). P Bate. S 23.

Swinging Sixties (17 laps) 1 Mark Campbell
(Triumph TR5); 2 Martin Sledmore (Ford Mustang)
+11.699s; 3 Bruce Weir (Datsun 240Z); 4 Richard
Belcher (Ford Lotus Cortina); 5 Mel Taylor (Lotus
Elan); 6 Wil Arif/Dean Halsey (Datsun 240Z).
CW Belcher; Taylor; Charles Marriott (Turner-BMC
Mk2); Chris Pearson (Austin Cooper S). FL Campbell
1m37.428s (78.52mph). P Campbell. S 37.

Tin Tops & Ford Enduro Series (24 laps)
1 Paul Mensley (Ford Fiesta ST); 2 Kenny
Coleman/Rhys Jones (Honda Civic Type R)
+2.484s; 3 Carl Chambers (Peugeot 306 Rallye);
4 William Hardy (Vauxhall Corsa SRi); 5 Andrew
Windmill (Honda Civic Type R); 6 Steve Papworth
(Ford Fiesta ST). CW Coleman/Jones; Glen
Copeland/Paul Clothier (Renault Clio 197/172
Cup); Lisa Selby/Toby Harris (Ford Puma). FL
Hardy 1m37.083s (78.81mph). P Hardy. S 19.

RESULTS

Andy Southcott’s stunning new
Mike Johnston-built MG Midget
silhouette challenger ran for the
first time at Croft on Friday, yet
the combo qualified quickest
and emerged triumphant in an
extraordinary Special Saloon
and Modsports finale which
topped the CSCC’s inaugural
Northern Classic event.

Having encountered problems in
Saturday’s races, Southcott and son
Chris – who won the opener in his 2004
Midget clone, powered by a larger 2.4-
litre Vauxhall engine – missed Sunday’s
race call. Despite starting late from
pit lane, they were soon carving
through the spectacular pack, minus
race two victor Ian Hall’s mighty
Darrian-Wildcat, which was
trailered with engine problems.

Wayne Crabtree’s flame-belching
spaceframe Ford Escort-BDT (a faller
at mid-way), Tom Carey’s Honda CRX-
BDG and Ian Stapleton’s burly Alfa
Romeo Alfetta GTV all led, with Ricky
Parker-Morris’s long-serving Peugeot
309 turbocar enhancing the squabbling
quartet before Southcott Sr charged
ahead into Tower on lap eight.

Having demoted Paker-Morris there
a lap previously to annex fourth, Chris
Southcott homed in on the scrapping
Carey and Stapleton – who grabbed
second on the lunge to the line – as his
father punched his own lap record
into the 1m27s.

Neil Claxton’s zippy Suzuki-Ford
(which tripped Southcott Jr up in a race
two bottleneck, delaying Danny Morris
in the Peugeot), Dave Brewis’ smart
Vauxhall-engined Darrian, Craig
Percy’s wondrous Morris Minor-

Chevrolet and novice Lee Barnard’s
MGB GTV8 impressed. Regular winner
Paul Sibley’s fabulous Lotus Elan was
out in race one, alas. “Driver error,”
he rued after a gravelly excursion
caused its BDG’s cam belt to jump
teeth with expensive consequences.

Dunboyne’s Connaire Finn took
New Millennium enduro gold in the
remnants of a Ginetta G50. He had just
regained the lead from Lee Frost (BMW
M3) after the stops when he swiped its
nose off diving ambitiously inside a
queue of BMWs at the hairpin. Delayed,
but unfazed, Finn re-caught and passed
Frost. Lucky Khera’s later M3 howled
home third but novice Alistair Scott’s
similar E46 wiped out Dave Coyne after
an off at Sunny, earning exclusion. Jon
Attard won the concurrent Puma Cup
contest ahead of Luke Johnson and
Hamish Brandon/Rob Ladbrook – the
two cars split by just 0.056s for second.

When Sunday’s forecast rains came,
perfect tyre choice and four-wheel-drive
enabled Richard Thurbin to win the
Future Classics race at his Lancia
Delta Integrale’s second meeting. Sadly,
poleman Tony Blake’s glorious Porsche
911 RSR biffed the tyre wall exiting the
chicane in the chase, but son Aston
claimed second on his 944 S2 debut, after
a duel with Paul Dingle. Sam Smith
revelled in grim conditions, shooting his
humble Mazda MX-5 from 15th to third.

Mugged into Clervaux at Saturday’s
start, reigning Jaguar champion Tom
Butterfield couldn’t stop Colin Philpott
from landing his fifth win of the year
in a more powerful XJS. Having seen
Patrick Doyle rotate wildly in his
mirrors at Turn 1, Philpott spun to the
back at Tower on Sunday’s opening lap,

Chris Southcott’s Midget 
won opening race

but plundered records in recovering to
second behind Butterfield and left with
the points lead. Tom Robinson bagged
third in his supercharged XJR, having
outfoxed Adam Powderham on day two.

Super-quick Caterhams dominated
the Open and Magnificent Sevens
contests. Simon Smith and his 330bhp
CSR (dubbed ‘Amazing Dancing Bear’
after fabled local crooner Alan Price’s
song!) topped Saturday’s Open feature,
beating Tim Davis and lad-and-dad
Martin and Bill Addison. Smith was
hounding top ‘Mag 7’ qualifier Gary
Bate – who started on P5, rather than
the pitlane, per revised series regs –
when he ran onto the grass in the
Complex avoiding a lapped car and
spun, whereupon his battery died. Bate
thus screamed his CSR to victory, clear
of Colin Watson and Ross Murray.

Heavy rain before Sunday’s Open
finale prompted Smith to pit on the
green flag laps and Bate joined him

having fizzled down the order. Using
local knowledge to find grip, Addison Sr
caught sometime TVR Tuscan wrestler
Davis and the duo duly aquaplaned to
the chequer in unison. “Flat-shifting
through the puddles was more fun than
anything else I’ve done,” said Davis.

Mark Campbell (Triumph TR5) aced
the Swinging Sixties race which
finished under yellows after pursuer
John Pringle’s Lotus 7 S4 careered off,
fortunately without serious injury.
Period Special Saloon racers Martin
Sledmore (Ford Mustang) and Rick
Belcher (Lotus Cortina) were second
and fourth, split by Scot Bruce Weir
(Datsun 240Z).

Without third gear, Paul Mensley
patiently jostled his Ford Fiesta to
second in the fraught Tin Tops pack,
but was elevated to an improbable
victory when a jump-start penalty
bumped William Hardy (Vauxhall
Corsa) to fourth.
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SOUTHCOTTS IN SPECIAL FORM 
AS DUO TAKE MODSPORTS SPOILS

Davis splashed his way to second Open Series win in Caterham C400
Finn won New Millennium

Campbell’sTR5 (right) triumphed over large 37-car Swinging Sixties field

Hall’s Darrian prevented a Southcott clean-sweep with race two victory



CADWELL PARK: MGCC AND VSCC BY FERGUS REED AND DAN MASON JULY 22/23
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MG Metro Cup (12 laps) 1 Lee Connell (Rover
Metro); 2 Mike Williams (Rover Metro) +1.746s;
3 Jack Ashton (GTi); 4 Andrew Ashton (GTi); 5
Richard Garrard (Turbo); 6 Dick Trevett (Turbo).
Fastest lap Connell 1m47.041s (73.55mph). Pole
Williams. Starters 19.

MG Cup (10 laps) 1 Andy Spencer (ZR 160); 2
Richard Buckley (ZR 170) +7.157s; 3 Ian Boulton
(ZR 170); 4 Ashley Woodward (ZS 180); 5 Lewis
Anderson (ZR 170); 6 Peter Burchill (ZS 180).
Class winners Buckley; Woodward; Henry Sharpe
(MG Montego). FL Spencer 1m44.474s
(75.36mph). P Spencer. S 20. Race 2 (8 laps)
1 Spencer; 2 Woodward +9.410s; 3 Alan Brooke
(Rover Metro GTi); 4 Buckley; 5 Burchill; 6 Dave
Nixon (Rover 220 Tomcat Turbo). CW Buckley;
Darren Harris (ZR 160). FL Spencer 1m58.767s
(66.29mph). P Spencer. S 16.

BCV8 Championship (10 laps) 1 Neil Fowler
(MGB GT V8); 2 Ian Prior (GT V8) +0.368s;
3 Jonnie Wheeler (GT V8); 4 Ollie Neaves (GT V8);
5 Ben Barker (MGB Roadster); 6 Babak Farsian
(Roadster). CW Neaves; Barker; Simon Tinkler
(MGB GT). FL Russell McCarthy 1m39.752s
(78.92mph). P Fowler. S 14. Race 2 (8 laps)
1 Prior; 2 Neaves +0.492s; 3 Barker; 4 Wheeler;
5 Fowler; 6 Farsian. CW Neaves; Barker; Tinkler.
FL Neaves 1m58.499s (66.44mph). P Fowler. S 11.

MG Midget & Sprite Challenge (12 laps)
1 Stephen Collier (Midget); 2 Martin Morris
(Midget) +22.634s; 3 Carl Chadwick (Midget);
4 Edward Reeve (Midget); 5 David Morrison
(Midget); 6 Richard Bridge (Austin Healey Sprite
MkII). CW Chadwick; Morrison; Dean Stanton
(Sprite Mk I). FL Collier 1m38.696s (79.77mph).
P Chadwick. S 17.

Cockshoot Cup (11 laps) 1 Philip Standish
(MG TF LE500); 2 Mike Peters (Midget) +6.796s;
3 Brian Butler (MGF VVC); 4 Mark Bellamy (ZR
170); 5 Philip Bowden (ZS 180); 6 Peter Burchill
(ZS 180). CW Peters; Butler; Ian Wright (Midget).
FL Standish 1m45.093s (74.91mph). P Ashley
Woodward (ZS 180). S 18.

Morgan Challenge (17 laps) 1 Russell Paterson
(+8); 2 Elliot Paterson (ARV6) +0.944s; 3 Tony
Lees (+ 8 Sports); 4 Andrew Thompson (ARV6);
5 Dominic House (Roadster); 6 Tony Hirst (ARV6).
CW E Paterson; Tim Parsons (4/4 SuperSport);
Philip St. Clair Tisdall (+8); Paul Bryan (4/4); Tom
Dailey (+8); Richard Thorne (4/4). FL R Paterson
1m37.983s (80.35mph). P R Paterson. S 25. Race
2 (10 laps) 1 E Paterson; 2 House +44.61s;
3 Thompson; 4 Parsons; 5 James Sumner (4/4);
6 Alex Laidlaw (Roadster). CW Parsons; Sumner;
Kevin Laidlaw (+8); St Clair Tisdall; Thorne;
R Paterson. FL E Paterson 1m54.92s (68.52mph).
P E Paterson. S 23.

Triple M (10 laps) 1 Tom Hardman (MG Bellevue
Special); 2 David Seber (Wolseley Hornet Special)
+2.354s; 3 Harry Painter (MG PA); 4 Mike Painter
(MG Kayne Special); 5 Charles Jones (MG L);
6 Rod Seber (MG PB Lund Special). CW Painter;
Jones; Fred Boothby (MG J2); Hamish McNinch
(MG PA). FL Seber 1m57.379s (67.07mph). P H
Painter. S 24. Race 2 (3 laps) 1 Christian
Pedersen (Austin 7 Special); 2 Hardman +2.56s;
3 H Painter; 4 M Painter; 5 Jones; 6 Mark Elder
(Austin Sports Special). FL Pedersen 2m00.37s
(65.42mph). P Pedersen. S 20.

Iconic 50s (10 laps) 1 Bruce Riches (Elva Mk 5
Sports); 2 Peter Edney (MG TB) +0.629s; 3 Peter
Hiscocks (MGA Roadster); 4 Graham Coles (MGA
Coupe); 5 Bob Lines (MGA Twin Cam); No other
finishers. CW Edney; Hiscocks. FL Riches
1m55.649s (68.07mph). P Lines. S 6.

VSCC, Sunday, July 23
Spero & Voiturette (6 laps) 1 Christian Pedersen
(Austin 7 Special); 2 Nick Hayward-Cook (Riley
9Monoposto) +18.14s; 3 Mark Elder (Austin
Sports Special); 4 Rodney Seber (MG PB); 5 John
Skeavington (Austin Ulster Replica); 6 Nicholas
Powell (Austin/MG LA Special). CW Elder; Seber.
FL Pedersen 2m02.44s (64.31mph). P Pederson.
S 12.

Handicap Race (3 laps) 1 Ian Fyfe (Alvis 12/70
Special); 2 Tony Seber (Wolseley Hornet Special)
+22.71s; 3 David Morley (Riley Special); 4 John
Gillet (MG K3); 5 Colin Wolstenholme (Riley Racing
Mph); 6 John Seber (MG PB). FL Christian
Pedersen (Austin 7 Special) 1m57.41s (67.07mph).
P Philip Parkinson (Austin AD Tourer). S 22. Race
2 (6 laps) 1 David Spence (Austin 7 Special);
2 Robert Moore (Austin 7) +12.92s; 3 Charles
Gillett (Austin AD Tourer); 4 Dennis Bingham
(Riley Falcon Special); 5 Rodney Seber (MG PB);
6 David Seber (Wolseley Hornet Special). FL Justin
Maeers (GN Parker) 2m00.68s (65.25mph).
P Spence. S 10.

VSCC Scratch Race (6 laps) 1 Tony Seber
(Wolseley Hornet Special); 2 Julian Grimwade (Frazer
Nash Single Seat) +5.52s; 3 Robert Cobden (Riley
Falcon Special); 4 Christian Pederson (Austin
7 Special); 5 Richard Iliffe (Riley TT Sprite);
6 Terry Crabb (ERA R12C). CW Grimwade; Cobden;
Pedersen. FL Seber 2m13.85s (58.83mph).
P Grimwade. S 8.

John Holland Trophy (7 laps) 1 Justin Maeers
(GN Parker); 2 Dougal Cawley (GN/Ford Piglet)
+1.01s; 3 Chris Hudson (Bugatti T35B); 4 Mark
Walker (GN Thunderbug); 5 Nick Hayward-Cook
(Riley 9 Monoposto); 6 Bruce Stops (Bugatti T35/44).
FL Cawley 2m04.27s (63.36mph). P Maeers. S 10.

FN/GN (7 laps) 1 Justin Maeers (GN Parker);
2 Charles Gillett (Frazer Nash Super Sports) +9.69s;
3 Julian Grimwade (Frazer Nash Single Seat);
4 Dougal Cawley (GN/Ford Piglet); 5 Mark Walker
(GN Thunderbug); 6 Jo Blakeney-Edwards (Frazer
Nash Supersports). FL Grimwade 1m52.57s. P
Maeers. S 19.

Melville Trophy (7 laps) 1 Justin Maeers (GN
Parker); 2 Edward Williams (Frazer Nash Super
Sports) +18.55s; 3 David Seber (Wolseley Hornet
Special); 4 Richard Iliffe (Riley Elf); 5 Mark Gillies
(Aston Martin Speed Model); 6 Mark Brett (Ballamy-
Ford). CW Williams; Seber. FL Maeers 1m54.92s
(68.52mph). P Maeers. S 19.

Geoghegan Trophy (8 laps) 1 Edward Williams
(Frazer Nash Super Sports); 2 Andrew Mitchell (HRG
1 ½ Litre) +36.28s; 3 Sue Darbyshire (Morgan Super
Aero); 4 Mark Brett (Ballamy-Ford); 5 Jonathan
Sharp (Riley 12/4 TT Sprite); 6 Jo Blakeney-Edwards
(Frazer Nash Super Sports). CW Brett; Richard Lake
(Aston Martin 15/98 Speed); John Gillett (MG K3);
Simon Edwards (Morgan Aero Supersport); John
Polson (Talbot AV 105). FL Williams 1m58.83s
(66.27mph). P Williams. S 23.

Shuttleworth/Nuffield/Len Thompson (8 laps)
1 Oliver Nuthall (Alta F2); 2 Duncan Ricketts (ERA
E-Type) +44.74s; 3 Robert Cobden (Riley Falcon
Special); 4 Julian Wilton (Cooper Bristol); 5 Terry
Crabb (ERA R12C); No other finishers. FL Nuthall
1m49.83s (71.70mph). P Nuthall. S 8.

Formula 3 (3 laps) 1 Stuart Wright (Cooper
Mk11); 2 Mike Fowler (Cooper Mk5) +1.89s;
3 Richard De La Roche (Cooper Mk5); 4 George
Shackleton (Cooper Mk11); 5 Darrell Woods
(Cooper Mk12); 6 Roy Hunt (Martin). CW
De La Roche. FL De La Roche 1m57.86s
(66.81mph). P Andrew Turner (Cooper Mk6). S 10.

RESULTS

Threedriverssplitby just five
pointsat the topof theMetro
Cupstandingshighlighted
acompetitive firstMGCar
Clubvisit toCadwellPark
since2013.

MikeWilliamsstartedwell
fromthefrontbutsoonlostoutto
achargingLeeConnell,whohad
missedpolebyjust0.051s.The
pairremainedclosethroughout
andsuchwastheirpace,they
finishedmorethan30seconds
clearof recoveringbrothersJack
andAndrewAshton,whohad
collidedatCoppiceearlierin
therace.Formerchampionship
leaderAndrewnowsitsjusttwo
pointsbehindWilliamsinthe
titlebattle,withJackthird.

AndySpencer’sMGZR
dominatedtheMGCup inboth
dryandwetconditions.Despitea
latesafetycarinthedryfirstrace,
Spencerstillhadsevenseconds
inhandovertheMGZR170sof
RichardBuckleyandIanBoulton,
whohadbothdemotedAshley
Woodwardaftertherestart.
Woodward(MGZS170)went
betterinthesecondrace,
finishingsecondasSpencerwon
again,AlanBrooke’sMetro
chargingfromninthtothird.

Itwasatenseaffairinthefirst
BCV8Championship race,with

polesitterNeilFowlerjustholding
off thesimilarMGBGTV8
machineof IanPrior.Ithadbeen
athree-waybattlewithRussell
McCarthyinvolved(MGBGTV8)
beforehisengineletgo,endinghis
dayprematurely.JonnieWheeler
(MGBGTV8)roundedoutthe
podium,beforeashortenedwet
secondracewaswonbyPrior.

The Midget/SpriteChallenge
wasdominatedbyStephen
Collier’sMidgetaheadof Martin
MorrisandCarlChadwick.The
firstnon-Midgetwassixth–the
AustinHealeySpriteMkIIof
RichardBridge.

PhilipStandish(TFLE500)
madeagoodstartfromfourthon
theCockshootCupgridandwas
leadingbythesecondlap,passing
apenalisedAshleyWoodward
(ZS180),whojumpedthestart.
MikePeters’MidgetandBrian
Butler’sMGFVVCtooksecond
andthirdasStandishclaimedhis
firstwinof theseasontoendhis
runof rottenluck.

TheMorganChallengerace
wasallaboutfatherandson
Russell(Morgan+8)andElliot
Paterson.PolesitterRussell
lostouttoElliot’sARV6onlap
onebutthepositionssoon
swappedintheformer’sfavour
andremainedthat way to the

finish. “Aquaplaning” was all
Dominic House (Roadster) could
utter after a flamboyant run to
second place in a sodden sprint,
Elliot Paterson dominating the
race from the front.

A three-way battle in an
excitingTriple M encounter
was decided on the final lap, as
David Seber (Wolseley Hornet
Special) ran wide at Mansfield
to gift Tom Hardman’s MG
Bellevue Special the win.

There were only six cars in the
Iconic 50srace, but it was close
at the front as Bruce Riches just
held off Peter Edney’s MG TB to
win by 0.6s. The MGA Roadster
of Peter Hiscocks was third.

The Vintage Sports Car Club
took over for Sunday’s racing.

Christian Pedersen, who took
part in four outings over the
whole weekend, took theSpero
& Voiturettewin in race two
aboard his Austin 7. Pedersen
was out of luck in one of two
handicap races, won by Ian
Fyfe and David Spence while
monsoon conditions aided
second-placed Tony Seber’s wet
weather-friendly Wolseley that
also won thePre-War Scratch.

There was a memorable hat-
trick for Justin Maeers in his
1926 GN Parker.John Holland

Trophy leader Tom Walker’s
retirement aided his first win
over Dougal Cawley’s Piglet
before a hard-fought victory
against Julian Grimwade’s
Frazer Nash opposition in
theFN/GNrace.

Maeers perfected a switch
back exiting the Mountain,
before securing his third win of
the day in theMelville Trophy
ahead of Eddie Williams, who
started the meeting by adding
to hisGeoghegan Trophy of
last year.

Sue Darbyshire’s updated
Morgan three-wheeler turned
heads by narrowly missing out
on second place, having carved
through from fifth.

Oliver Nuthall piloted father
Ian’s Alta to theShuttleworth
Trophyhonours in the absence
of rival Mark Gillies, his Dick
Skipworth R3A falling victim to
gearbox woes in practice.

Vintage Formula 3 cars only
completed three laps in a race
that was red-flagged twice. Stuart
Wright was victorious when
things did get going, while
gearbox problems left Andrew
Turner spinning, Richard De La
Roche was then classified third
despite watching his right-front
wheel overtake him.

TITLEBATTLENARROWSAS
CONNELLWINSINMETROCUP

PEMBREY: BARC BY JAKE NICHOL JULY 22/23

RichardDaltonreturnedtoracing
forthefirsttimein10yearsat
lastweekend’sPembreyBARC
meeting,takingvictoryinthe
CitroenC1Challenge two-hour
enduranceevent.

AlongwithLouisTysonandPeter
Rundle,thetriostormedfromlast
onthe15-cargridinthesecond
race,takingadvantageof a
mid-racesafetycar.

Emergingfromthepits,Rundle,
infourthplacewas33.5seconds
behindleaderChrisDavison,but
afterquicklydispatchingFrank
ClaydonforthirdandCarylWills
forsecondattheEsses,hebeganto
reelinDavisonatarateof nearly
twosecondsperlap.

BythetimeDavisondivedforthe
pitsthegapwaslessthan10seconds.

ThisallowedRundleto
comfortablytaketheflagsome54
secondsaheadof Davison,whoin
turnwas28-secondsclearof Wills.

Inthefour-hourevent,Philip
Myatt,Wills’steam-mateproduced
amammothtwo-houropening
stint,butwasgivenadrivethrough
penaltyforexceedingthemaximum
drivingtimeby30seconds.

WhileMyattwasleading,he
washeldupbyMichaelHart.

Freshoutof thepits,Hart
refusedtoletMyattpast,theleader
becomingincreasinglyfrustrated.

Harteventuallybroughtthe#127
homeinthirdplace,behindMyatt
andWills,whowonby29.8-seconds
fromGrantHatfield,Andrew
StaceyandPaulRoddison.

WillDyrdaldominatedboth
racesintheJuniorSaloonCar
Championship, twicemaking
superbstartsfromthesecondrow
ineachof theraces.

Inthefirst,whichwasheldin
dampconditions,hewasinto
theleadatSpitfiresandhelda
comfortablegaptoGordonMutch,

whoranwideattheEssesonlap
four.ThisallowedSamKirkpatrick
andRossConnollythrough,with
Dyrdalenjoyinga4.5-secondbuffer
tothetightly-bunchedpackbehind.

ChampionshipleaderEthan
Hammerton,whoDyrdalsaid
he“neededtobeat”thisweekend,
passedConnollylateontosecure
thirdplace.

Racetwofeaturedasafetycar
causedbyLydiaWalmsleyand
ThorburnAstincomingtogetherat
theHatchetsHairpin,whichundid
allof Dyrdal’sgoodworkatthestart.

However,the17-year-oldthen
judgedtherestartperfectlyand
wentontowinagain.

TheWelshSportsandSaloon
CarChampionshipspoilswere
sharedbetweenJasonDavies,
whowasdominantinhisFord
SierraCosworthinthered-flagged
firstrace,andChrisEverill inhis
GinettaG50inracetwo.

Davieshadbuilta9.7-secondlead
overBradleyJohn(MitsubishiEvo),
beforeNickRocke(FordFiesta)
triedamoveuptheinsideof Mike
Williams(VWPolo)intotheHairpin
thatfailedandstoppedtherace.

Davieswasoncoursetomakeit
adoubleinthesecondouting,but
somerearbodyworkcameloose,
forcing himintothepitsand
handingEverill thewinandthe
shockedpairof FabioLuffarelli
(Peugeot106GTi)andKenJames
(LocoHornet)apodiumspoteach.

PaulRoddison(Mk4)haddecided
towithdrawfromthetwo-hour
CitroenracetofocusontheMazda
MaX5Championship,andwas
relativelyuntroubledinboth
races,takingabraceof wins.

JonathanHalliwellwasforced
tolimphomeinthirdplaceinthe
openerafterhisgearboxwent.The
damageincurredmeanthealso
missedoutonthesecondrace.

Citroen C1 Challenge (160 laps) 1 Caryl 
Wills/Philip Myatt; 2 Grant Hatfield/Andrew 
Stacey/Paul Roddison +29.825s; 3 Jacques 
Jensen/Chris Davison/Michael Hart; 4 Neil 
Garner/Peter Fisk/Will Rayson; 5 Jonathan 
Cool/James MacIntyre-Ure/Paul Dickinson; 6 
John Moon/Adam Cunnington/Gary Prebble/ 
Adam Norris. Fastest lap Cool/MacIntyre-
Ure/Dickinson 1m25.685s (62.65mph). Pole 
Wills/Myatt. Starters 16. Race 2 (80 laps) 
1 Richard Dalton/Louis Tyson/Peter Rundle; 
2 Jensen/Davison/Hart +54.002s; 3 Wills/
Myatt; 4 James Matthews/Frank Claydon;  
5 Chris Dear/John Faux; 6 Moon/Prebble/
Norris. FL Dalton/Tyson/Rundle 1m25.762s 
(62.59mph). P Wills/Myatt. S 15.

Junior Saloon Car Championship (12 
laps) 1 Will Dyrdal (Citroen Saxo VTR 1600); 
2 Sam Kirkpatrick +2.653s; 3 Ethan 
Hammerton; 4 Ross Connolly; 5 Gordon 
Mutch; 6 Lucas Nannetti. FL Hammerton 
1m20.554s (66.64mph). P Kirkpatrick. S 14. 
Race 2 (10 laps) 1 Dyrdal; 2 Kirkpatrick 
+3.323s; 3 Hammerton; 4 Mutch; 5 Connolly; 
6 Alicia Goundry. FL Dyrdal 1m17.987s 
(68.64mph). P Hammerton. S 14.

Welsh Sports and Saloons (9 laps) 1 

Jason Davies (Ford Sierra Cosworth); 2 Chris 
Everill (Ginetta G50) +24.088s; 3 Damian 
Longotano (Westfield SE 2000); 4 Fabio 
Luffarelli (VW Corrado 998); 5 Ken James 
(Loco Hornet 1998); 6 Dave Scaramanga 
(VW Scirocco 2000). Class winners Everill; F 
Luffarelli; Scaramanga; Tyrone Luffarelli 
(Peugeot 106 GTi); Richard Francis (Citroen 
Saxo VTR); Darren Orsborn (BMW 3 Series). 
FL John 1m06.157s (81.15mph). P Davies. S 
18. Race 2 (14 laps) 1 Everill; 2 F Luffarelli 
+26.142s; 3 James; 4 Daryl Radford (Honda 
Civic 1998); 5 T Luffarelli; 6 Scaramanga. 
CW F Luffarelli; James; Radford; T Luffarelli; 
Scaramanga; Francis. FL Davies 1m07.042s 
(80.07mph). P Davies. S 17              

Mazda MaX5 Championship (16 laps)  
1 Paul Roddison (Mk4); 2 Ian Loversidge 
(Mk4) +4.449s; 3 Jon Halliwell (Mk4);  
4 Matthew Tidmarsh (Mk3); 5 Andrew 
Pretorius (Mk3); 6 Lee Hollin (Mk3). CW 
Tidmarsh, Josh Malin (Mk1). FL Halliwell 
1m14.173s (72.38mph). P Roddison S 9. 
Race 2 (17 laps) 1 Roddison; 2 Loversidge 
+8.471s; 3 Tidmarsh; 4 Pretorius; 5 Hollin;  
6 Malin. CW Tidmarsh, Malin. FL Roddison 
1m13.094s (73.44mph). P Roddison. S 7.

RESULTS 

Andy Spencer took two wins aboard his MG ZR 160 at CadwellConnell #16 and  Williams #28 battle it out in the Metro Cup
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UK Legends (10 laps) 1 Ben Power;
2 Will Gibson +0.178s; 3 John Mickel;
4 Sean Smith; 5 Jean-Michel Poncelet;
6 Rickie Leggatt. Fastest lap Gibson
1m22.785s (86.06mph). Pole Smith.
Starters 28. Race 2 (10 laps) 1
Power; 2 Mickel +4.258s; 3 Parker; 4
Gary Whitelegg; 5 Nathan Anthony; 6
Stephen Whitelegg. FL Power
1m22.553s (86.30mph). P Mickel. S 28.
Race 3 (10 laps) 1 Parker; 2 Power
+0.817s; 3 Guy Fastres; 4 Thomas
Grainger; 5 Marcus Pett; 6 Gibson. FL
Power 1m39.988s (71.25mph). P Zac
Hughes. S 29. Race 4 (10 laps) 1
Power; 2 Grainger +4.000s; 3 S
Whitelegg; 4 Mickel; 5 Parker; 6
Fastres. FL Grainger 1m22.605s
(86.24mph). P Power. S 27. Race 5
(12 laps) 1 Power; 2 S Whitelegg
+0.305s; 3 Gibson; 4 Grainger; 5 Smith;
6 Anthony. FL Grainger 1m22.477s
(86.38mph). P Smith. S 26. Race 6 (14
laps) 1 Gibson; 2 Parker +3.513s; 3
Mickel; 4 S Whitelegg; 5 Daniel Budd; 6
Robert King. FL Gibson 1m37.365s
(73.17mph). P King. S 21.

Clio Cup Series (10 laps) 1 Ben
Palmer; 2 Simon Freeman +5.981s; 3
Ben Colburn; 4 Tyler Lidsey; 5 Sarah
Franklin; 6 Shanel Drewe. Class winners
Drewe. FL Palmer 1m30.239s
(78.95mph). P Anton Spires. S 12.
Race 2 (12 laps) 1 Spires; 2 Palmer
+0.415s; 3 Freeman; 4 Lidsey; 5
Colburn; 6 Franklin. CW Harrison. FL
Spires 1m18.632s (90.60mph). P
Spires. S 12.

British Truck Racing – Division 1
(11 laps) 1 Anthony Janiec (MAN
TGS); 2 David Jenkins (MAN TGX)
+0.529s; 3 Shane Brereton (MAN TGX);
4 Ryan Smith (MAN TGA); 5 Stuart
Oliver (Volvo VN13); 6 Mat Summerfield
(MAN TGS). FL Smith 1m26.730s
(82.14mph). P Janiec. S 12. Race 2
(4 laps) 1 Smith; 2 Janiec +4.407s; 3
Michael Oliver (Scania); 4 Brereton; 5 S
Oliver; 6 Jenkins. FL Smith 1m31.498s
(77.86mph). P M Oliver. S 12. Race 3
(11 laps) 1 Jenkins; 2 Smith +0.279s;
3 Simon Reid (IVECO); 4 Brereton; 5
Terry Gibbon (MAN); 6 Summerfield. FL

Brereton 1m27.252s (81.65mph).
P Reid. S 12. Race 4 (11 laps) 1
Janiec; 2 Smith +1.573s; 3 M Oliver;
4 Summerfield; 5 Jenkins; 6 S Oliver.
FL Brereton 1m27.054s (81.84mph).
P M Oliver. S 12. Race 5 (8 laps) 1
Smith; 2 S Oliver +5.359s; 3 Oly Janes
(Buggyra); 4 Jenkins; 5 Brereton; 6 M
Oliver. CW Makinen. FL Smith
1m33.017s (76.59mph). P Smith. S 22.

British Truck Racing Championship
– Division 2 (10 laps) 1 Mika Makinen
(Sisu SL250); 2 Simon Cole (Mercedes)
+15.881s; 3 Steve Powell (ERF EC1); 4
Joanne Eason (Foden Alpha); 5 Adam
Bint (Volvo); 6 John Bowler (Foden). FL
Makinen 1m32.215s (77.26mph). P
Makinen. S 15. Race 2 (5 laps) 1 Tony
Smith (Sisu SL250); 2 Powell +2.236s;
3 Luke Garrett (MAN); 4 Makinen; 5
Bint; 6 Cole. FL Powell 1m50.935s
(64.22mph). P Trevor Martin (Scania). S
14. Race 3 (10 laps) 1 Cole; 2
Makinen +1.273s; 3 Smith; 4 Powell; 5
Eason; 6 Brad Smith (DAF CF). FL
Makinen 1m32.272s (77.21mph). P
Andrew Fulcher (MAN). S 16. Race 4
(8 laps) 1 Garrett; 2 Makinen +0.011s;
3 Paul McCumisky (Volvo FM12); 4 T
Smith; 5 Powell; 6 Bowler. FL Makinen
1m48.987s (65.37mph). P Fulcher. S 16.

Super and Mighty Minis (7 laps) 1
Adrian Tuckley (Super); 2 Scott Kendall
(Super) +0.710s; 3 Alex Comis (Super);
4 Joshua Young (Super); 5 Dave Rees
(Super); 6 Steven Rideout (Super). CW
Lee Poolman (Mighty). FL Kendall
1m43.077s (69.11 mph). P Tuckley. S
24. Race 2 (14 laps) 1 Kendall; 2
Tuckley +0.158s; 3 Rees; 4 Young; 5
Comis; 6 Rideout. CW Stuart Coombs
(Mighty). FL Tuckley 1m30.026s (79.13
mph). P Connor O’Brien (Super). S 24.

Sports/Saloons (13 laps) 1 Paul
Rose (Saker RAPX S1-400); 2 Paul
Woolfitt (Lotus Exige) +8.414s; 3
Steve Harris (Saker RAPX S1-400); 4
Luke Armiger (Vauxhall Tigra); 5 Garry
Watson (Westfield SEW); 6 David
Harvey (Stuart Taylor Locosaki). CW
Woolfitt; Harvey; Garry Wardle
(Porsche 997); Graeme Laslett (Lotus

Elise); Iain Gorrie (Raw Striker).
FL Rose 1m08.869s (103.45mph).
P Watson. S 40. Race 2 (18 laps) 1
Rose; 2 Watson +23.137s; 3 Joe
Spencer (Stuart Taylor Locosaki); 4
Danny Bird (Spire GTR); 5 Harris; 6
Harvey. CW Watson; Spencer; Wardle;
Piers Grange (Ford Escort RSR);
Gorrie. FL Rose 1m09.641s
(102.30mph). P Watson. S 38.

MG Owners’ Club (12 laps) 1 David
Mellor (MG ZR); 2 Alan Forster (MG ZR
160) +5.565s; 3 Simon Kendrick (MG F
VVC); 4 Phil Walker (MG XR); 5 Mark
Baker (MG F); 6 Steve Williams (MG
ZR). CW Kendrick; William Van Vuuren
(MG B Roadster). FL Mellor 1m38.786s
(72.12 mph). P Williams. S 17.
Race 2 (14 laps) 1 Mellor; 2 Williams
+2.255s; 3 Forster; 4 Stuart Philps (MG
ZR); 5 Nick Golhar (MG ZR); 6
Kendrick. CW Kendrick; Kim Baynam
(MG B). FL Williams 1m25.765s
(83.07mph). P Forster. S 18.

Pickup Truck Racing (15 laps) 1 Lea
Wood; 2 Michael Smith +1.313s; 3 Lee
Rodgers; 4 Mark Willis; 5 Paul
Tompkins; 6 Paul Jones. FL Wood
1m17.382s (92.07mph). P Paul
Tompkins. S 15. Race 2 (15 laps) 1
Smith; 2 Wood +0.210s; 3 Willis; 4
Scott Bourne; 5 Tompkins; 6 Mel Collins.
FL Wood 1m31.722s (77.67mph). P
Rodgers. S 15.

Classic Formula Ford 1600
(13 laps) 1 Simon Hadfield (Royale
RP24); 2 Adriano Medeiros (Van
Diemen RF80) +2.613s; 3 Gislain
Genecand (Crossle 25F); 4 Alexander
Fores (Royale RP21); 5 Tom Brown
(Van Diemen RF79); 6 Mark Armstrong
(Van Diemen RF80). CW Genecand;
James Hadfield (Hawke DL2B).
FL Medeiros 1m22.136s (86.74mph).
P S Hadfield. S 30. Race 2 (15 laps)
1 Medeiros; 2 S Hadfield +0.079s; 3
Armstrong; 4 Fores; 5 Rick Morris
(Royale RP26); 6 Nigel Lingwood (Van
Diemen RF80). CW Fores; Stuart
Kestenbaum (Crossle 16F).
FL S Hadfield 1m17.092s (92.41mph).
P S Hadfield. S 30.

RESULTS

Erstwhilepoints leader John
Mickel’sUKLegendsChampionship
hopestookadent–asdidhiscar–
asarollatRedgatecornercoupled
with fourvictories for title rivalBen
Powerdecimatedhisadvantageand
leftPowerontopof thestandings
onceagain.

WillGibsonandJackParkerwerethe
onlymentochallengePower’s
supremacy,whilesomeswiftrepairs
helpedMickeltakethestart–anda
podium–inthefinalrace,themomentum
betweenthepairhasshiftedheadingto
thenextroundatSnetterton.

BenPalmertookthespoilsinawet
openingClioCupSeriesraceafter
polesitterandtitlerivalAntonSpires
sufferedabrokendriveshaftoff theline.
WestbournedriverSpiresstruckbackin
controlledfashiontowinfromthefront
thefollowingdayindrierconditions,
breakingPalmer’sfive-racewinning
streakintheprocess.ShanelDrewetook
herfirstvictoryintheRoadSerieson
Saturday,thoughseasonedcampaigner
NicHarrisonredressedthebalanceof
theirseason-definingskirmishwitha
visittothetopstepof thepodiumthe
followingday.

RyanSmithseemsallbutclearinthe
BritishTruckRacingChampionship
fightafteranothertriumphant
performancetostretchhisadvantageto
31points, includingadoublevictory.

GuestcompetitorandEuropeantruck
racerAnthonyJaniecmatchedSmithon
twowinsalongwithpoleposition,before
beingwipedoutinthefinalbyMat
Summerfieldafteranoff-trackexcursion
forthelatter.DaveJenkinsmarkedhis
homeevent,andacleansweepforMAN,

MICKELROLLSASPOWERTAKESOVER

Ben Power (55) had a dominant weekend as Mickel suffered

RACING REPORTS

RALLYING REPORTS

Kiernan beat late
entry Duggan

Cannell adds another
Manx win to CV

Gould bounces back with
Ceri cross country win

KIERNAN
TAKES
IMOKILLY
HONOURS

ImokillyStageRally
ByMauriceMalone

Organiser: ImokillyMCWhen:July23Where:Midleton,CountyCork
Championships:Southern4RallyChampionshipStages:6
Starters102.

GaryKiernanandKeithMoriarty
triumphedinwhatwasaclose-fought
battlebetweensomeof thebestFord
EscortMk2driversinIreland.

ManyweresurprisedtoseeRob
Dugganrunningthirdontheroad,as
he’doriginallybeenduetoco-drivein
DenisNagle’srapidMicra.Alatedeal
wasstruckwithsponsorColinByrneto
drivetheMidletonman’sFordEscort
Mk2,andRobwasawedbyhisfirsttaste
of Millingtonpower.

JonathanPringleandJamesFulton

(EscortMk2)flewoverthefirstfourtests
toholdahealthylead,butretiredafter
anoff onSS5.Kiernanthenprevailed
aheadof DugganandBarryMeade,with
EndaO’BrienandEdO’Callaghan
roundingoff anall-Escorttopfive.

VincentMcSweeney(HondaCivic)
wasnextup,withJasonRyan’srapid
1600ccCivicclosebehind.JohnLynch
(DarrianT90),tyreguruKevinKelleher
(EscortMk2)andPatO’Connell
(MitsubishiLancerE9)filledtherestof
thetop10spots,whileEricCalnan
andAileenKelly(Peugeot106)took
theJuniorspoilsforthesecondyear
insuccession.

Itwasafantasticdayoutformost
involved,andImokillyMotorClubhas
shownthatasimple,clubman-friendly

formatcanworkwondersinthesetrying
timesforIrishrallying.TheSouthern4
RallyChampionshipwillvisitIreland’s
largestcountyagainforthenextround,
September’sCork‘20’Rally.
Results
1 Gary Kiernan/Keith Moriarty (Ford Escort Mk2) 43m59.1s; 2
Rob Duggan/Stephen Quin (Escort Mk2) +7.1s; 3 Barry
Meade/Eamon Hayes (Escort Mk2); 4 Enda O’Brien/John Butler
(Escort Mk2); 5 Ed O’Callaghan/Keith McCarthy (Escort Mk2);
6 Vincent McSweeney/Michael Kearney (Honda Civic); 7 Jason
Ryan/Finbarr Quirke (Civic); 8 John Lynch/Thomas Lynch
(Darrian T90); 9 Kevin Kelleher/Liam Moynihan (Escort Mk2);
10 Pat O’Connell/Derek Gibbs (Mitsubishi Lancer E9).
Class winners Pa O’Mahony/Shauna O’Mahony (Civic); Calvin
Beattie/Jack Morton (Opel Adam); Larry Brady/Paddy Brady
(Civic); Francis Kelly/Charlotte Egan (Vauxhall Nova); Michael
Kelleher/ Iarla McCarthy (Escort); Ryan/Quirke; Colin Roche/
Derry Long (Toyota Starlet); Sean Moynihan/Liam Brennan
(Escort); O’Callaghan/McCarthy; Kiernan/Fulton; Calnan/Kelly;
George Swanton/Labhaoise Hyland (Escort); Ian Davies/James
Ryland (BMW M3); O’Connell/Gibbs.

BritishCrossCountry
Championship:Ceri
ByGarySimpson

Organiser:Marches4x4When:July23/24Where:CeriForest,Wales
Championships:BritishCrossCountryChampionship/Freelander
Challenge/BCCTrophyRuns:11Starters37.

MartinGouldreturnedtowinningways
atroundfourof theBritishCrossCountry
Championshipdespiteonlyfinishing
repairinghiscarthedaybeforetheevent.

Gould’sRivetsufferedmajorengine
damageatthelastroundanditwastouch
andgowhetherthecarwouldbereadyfor
Ceri.Butfastesttimeonthefirstrun
provedthatitwasingoodhealthand
Gouldwassettoremainatthetopof the
leaderboardforthefullevent.

“Wecouldn’thavemadeabetterstart,”
saidGould.“Afterthefirstrunitwasa
caseof keepingthemomentumupand
buildingalead.Thecoursewasgreat,the
bestinthechampionshipIthink.The
resultmeansourchampionship
challengeisrightbackontrackafterour
setbackatroundthree.”

AdrianMarfellequaledhisbestever
BCCCfinishinsecond:.“We’restartingto
gelwiththecarnow,I’mveryhappywith
theresult,”hesaid.

JustinBirchallsteeredhisLofthouse
Freelandertothefinalspotonthe
podium,aheadof BenDuckworth.
Results
1 Martin Gould/Simon Kerfoot (Buxton 4x4 Rivet) 1h 11m 13s; 2
Adrian Marfell/Paul Bartleman (Fouquet Nissan) +1m 12s; 3 Justin
Birchall/Jonny Koonja (Lofthouse Freelander); 4 Ben Duckworth/Matt
Cook (Milner LRM-1); 5 Andy Degiulio/Paul Jones (Milner R5); 6
Steve Smith/John Griffith (JRG Clio V8).

Summer Stages
By Chris Boyde

Organiser: Druidale MC When: July 22 Where: Isle of Man 
Championships: Manx Rally Championship  Stages: 10 Starters 19.

Father and daughter crew Nigel and 
Kayleigh Cannell (Mitsubishi Lancer 
E9) overcame a strong challenge from 
Scott Bradshaw/Howard Allison 
(Lancer E3) to win the  Summer Stages 
on 16 year-old Kayleigh’s first event.

The Cannells led initially at 
Conrhenny plantation but an overshoot 
on SS2 handed Bradshaw a lead he held 
until brake failure cost 10s on SS5. 
Bradshaw was then further delayed by 
broken gear linkage on SS6 Chibbanagh.

George Collister/Adam Yates 
(BMW E30) were third after the early 
tests but Timmy and Cliona Collins 
(Lancer E6) overhauled them in wet 
but drying conditions, and went on 
to finish second as Bradshaw was 
sidelined on SS8 with broken steering.

Craig/Alan Lemaire (Lancer E3) 
had a trouble-free run to their best ever 
result in fourth place, ahead of  Kex 
Walker/Dannii Matthews (BMW E30). 

Another stage rally debutant, 
Andrew Rothwell, took an excellent 
sixth place in a Vauxhall Corsa, 
despite an excursion into a ditch on 
the second stage.
Results
1 Nigel Cannell/Kayleigh Cannell (Mitsubishi Lancer E9) 24m27s; 2 
Timmy Collins/Cliona Collins (Lancer E6) +1m47s; 3 George 
Collister/Adam Yates (BMW E30); 4 Craig Lemaire/Alan Lemaire 
(Lancer E3); 5 Kex Walker/Dannii Matthews (BMW E30); 6 
Andrew Rothwell/Nick Kaighin (Vauxhall Corsa).
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by fending off  a late surge from Smith en 
route to the winner’s circle. Michael 
Oliver’s marked improvement 
continued with his first two career 
podiums – the second a result of  fending 
off  a combined 15 championship titles in 
the chasing pack.

Another two class successes for Mika 
Makinen in his Sisu SL250 moved the Finn 
closer to the Division Two truck title, 
while Simon Cole made it three class 
victors in his Mercedes along with Luke 
Garrett’s MAN.

Adrian Tuckley took his first triumph 
of the Super Mighty Minis season in 
race one, with championship leader Scott 
Kendall emerging victorious in race two 
in a pair of  races combined with the 
Mighty Minis.

Alice Hughes took advantage of  Damien 
Harrington’s absence from the meeting to 
similarly take the lead of  the Mighty class. 
She took a second and a third, while Lee 
Poolman and Stuart Coombs both 
claimed their first wins of  the season.

Paul Rose dominated both Sports/
Saloons races in his Saker RAPX S1-400 
to take a pair of  wins and fastest laps, 
while Rockingham winner David Mellor 
took both MGOC victories in his MG ZR.

Lea Wood scored a double pole position 
and victory in the opening Pickups race 
to rejuvenate his championship 
aspirations, with Michael Smith the other 
winner, denying Wood a clean sweep by 
0.2 seconds at the flag. 

Adriano Medeiros extended his 
championship lead with a win and a 
second in the Classic Formula Ford 
1600 Championship in his Van Diemen 
RF80. He chased Simon Hadfield across 
the line in a wet opening race, finishing 
just two and a half  seconds behind 
Hadfield’s Royale RP24. 

The pair spent Sunday’s race swapping 
places at the front of  the field, with Ben 
Tinkler joining them in the fight for first 
until a mistake dropped him out of  
contention. Medeiros finished less than a 
tenth of a second ahead of Hadfield.
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SPORTING SCENE

British Rallycross 
Championship
By Hal Ridge
Organiser: BARC/Mondello Park When: July 22/23 Where: 
Mondello Park, Ireland Starters: 112/116

Five-time British Rallycross 
champion Julian Godfrey’s year 
didn’t get off to the kind of start 
that the renowned engine builder 
had intended in a season where 
he hoped to reclaim the title after 
Dan Rooke ended his unbeaten 
run to the crown last term.

Mechanical problems in round one 
were followed by crashing out of  the 
final in round two. Come round three, 
Godfrey ended a winning drought of  
12 months at Pembrey to get his year 
back on track and he has now followed 
that up by dominating the series’ 
Irish double-header at Mondello 
Park last weekend.

Prior to graduating to the top-level 
Supercar category himself  in 2011, 
Godfrey had previously run six-time 
title-holder Dermot Carnegie’s 
cars and it was a pair of  
Carnegie-style victories that 
Godfrey scored in Mondello. 

Over the course of  the two events, 
which were run in both anti-clockwise 
and clockwise directions of  the circuit, 
not once did Godfrey set a fastest time 
in the qualifying races. But come the 
knock-out semi-finals, he won both 
to start on the front row for the final.

On Saturday, Godfrey had to climb 
through the order after getting 
squeezed between fellow front-row 
starters Ollie O’Donovan and Derek 
Tohill in the run to turn one. Godfrey 
opted to take his joker lap immediately 
and then he progressed though the 
field when those ahead took their 
compulsory extra-routes and took 
the lead from Tohill after the joker 
section on lap five and won. 

Come Sunday, Godfrey slotted into 
third at the first corner of  the final after 
getting squeezed into turn one by Kevin 
Procter. Procter then made a mistake 
at the start of  lap two and ran wide, 
allowing Godfrey to climb to second. 
Leader Oliver Bennett took his joker 
on lap four, releasing Godfrey into the 
lead. It was an advantage he maintained 

when he too took his joker tour on the 
final lap. 

Carnegie was the master of  just 
doing enough in the qualifying stages 
of  events to start near the front of  
the final, and Godfrey was again no 
different on Carnegie’s home soil. 

Godfrey admitted: “Dermot and I 
have a very similar driving style, 
and it’s obviously worked very well 
this weekend. I’m pleased to have 
won three events in a row.” 

Godfrey’s victories move him into the 
series lead, ahead of  Bennett, who had 
led the standings heading into the event 
but was caught up in drama in the 
qualifying stages on Saturday. Making 
it into the final, he executed a confident 
overtaking move on Procter to finish 
fourth, but was third of  the British RX 
points scorers (Derek Tohill was not 
registered for British RX points). 

Bennett then produced his most 
impressive performance to date on 
Sunday by starting on pole for the 
final and leading for much of the 
race until he took his joker. 

Former European champion Tohill 
completed the podium on each of  the 
two days. The 2007 British champion 
O’Donovan qualified top in the 
Intermediate Classification in both 
rounds. On Saturday he lost ground 
while battling with Tohill which meant 
he finished second. On Sunday, he fell 
behind team-mate Tony Bardy and 
Tohill at the start of  the first semi-final, 
so immediately took his joker lap. 
However, broken steering caused 
contact with an Armco barrier and 
then a bank which tipped the Ford 
Fiesta into a roll and out of  the event. 

Tony Lynch ended Paige Bellerby’s 
winning streak in the Supernational 
category with victory on Sunday, 
beating a dominant Tristan Ovenden 
on a freshly watered circuit for the 
final. Ovenden then set a pair of  fastest 
times on Sunday on his way to a 
maiden Supernational win. 

Norwegian Ole Henry Steinsholt 
and Tom Llewellin won in the Junior 
category. Rob Shield, son of  1989 
British RX champion Michael, claimed 
his maiden win in the single-make 
Suzuki Swift class on Saturday and 
repeated the feat on Sunday.

National Hot Rods
By Graham Brown
Organiser: Spedeworth When: July 23 Where: Aldershot,
Hampshire Starters: 20.

BillyWoodtookthehonoursat the
first roundof the2017/18English
WorldSeries, the ‘backtowork’
meetingfeaturingadifferentwinner
toevery racewith former two-litre
HotRodaceChrisCraneandone-
timetwo-litreworldchampionLee
Pepperalso toppingthepodium.

Wood was chased home in the main
event by Crane and Aaron Dew.

Anewseasonusuallybringssome
rulerevisionsandthisyearisno
exception,withtheadoptionin
Englandof thesuccessfulNorthern
Irishsystemof havingthestarting
line-updrawnwithingradesandthe
orderreversedforthesecondheat.

Awelcomeadditiontothegridsfor
thisyearisBillyBonnar,theScot
rejoiningtheEnglishseriesafter
someyearsaway,whileRobMcDonald
hasgoneintheotherdirectiontobolster
theScottishseries.

Averydodgyweatherforecastlooked

THREE AND EASY
FOR GODFREY

Wood draws first blood

Godfrey has regained
his winning habits

Former champion is back in his stridewith aMondello Park double

NATIONAL HOT RODS

BRITISH RALLYCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP

to be coming true as the rain began 
spitting as the cars lined up for heat 
one and it was raining properly by 
the time they got underway for keeps 
following a false start when Paul
Gomm failed to move the first time. 
Fortunately the rain never came to 
much, and it was Paul Frost’s Ginetta 
which set the early pace before Pepper, 
Crane and Wood all latched onto him.

A somewhat hasty rejoining 
manoeuvre by Shaun Taylor following 
a spin totally wrong-footed the leader, 
Frost getting out-fumbled by all those 
immediately behind him as they 
swarmed around the two cars. It was 
Crane who emerged with the lead 
although Wood and Pepper were still 
right there too, the trio squabbling all 
the way to the finish.

The sun was out for the second heat, 
Pepper making the most of  having the 
front row all to himself  as he led them 
away with Crane in pursuit. Frost ran 
third before retiring to hand the spot 
to Taylor, who promptly lost it to 
Colin Smith.

Even past the half-distance lap, the 
lead pair were still locked in combat but 
Smith, Stuart McLaird and Wood were 
about to join them for a fight to the finish. 

McLaird dropped back while Crane 
almost found a chink in the leader’s 
defence, and a last-minute lunge up 
the outside by Wood failed to unseat any 
of  those ahead.

Chris Haird had been steadily hunting 
down the lead pack and got home fifth in 
the end, although he was probably lucky 
to finish, the world champ having had an 
altercation with a big marker tyre 
almost in sight of  the flag.

With Haird at the head of  the second 
group on the final grid, his chances of  
taking the win looked to be pretty good. 
In fact, the race was won and lost inside 
the first 50 feet, with row-two starter 
Wood making a demon getaway which 
took him underneath polesitter Crane 
as they charged turn one, Wood’s 
yellow Vauxhall Tigra blasting into a 
lead he wasn’t to lose as they headed 
down the back straight.

Crane clung onto the back of  Wood’s 
car like a limpet for a long time but, with 
the rain spitting again, the leader’s car 
appeared to just get better and better 
and the rest simply dropped back a few 
more feet with each passing lap.

In the end it became all about the battle
for the places, with Crane at the head of  
a quintet comprising Dew, Jason Kew, 

HairdandCarlWaller-Barrett.Haird
was probably expected to break free 
from this to go after Wood but it looked 
as though the World Final winner was 
still suffering some after effects of  its 
encounter with the earth mover tyre and 
he eventually stepped aside to let Waller-
Barrett have a go at breaking the 
stalemate instead, which he couldn’t.

Wood duly took the flag almost a 
quarter of  a lap to the good with Crane 
still second and, after a solid afternoon’s 

work,abouttoleaveRushmoorasthe
new season’s points leader.
Results
 Heat one: 1 Chris Crane (Vauxhall Tigra); 2 Billy Wood (Vauxhall 
Tigra); 3 Lee Pepper (Peugeot 206cc); 4 Aaron Dew (Ginetta G40R); 
5 Paul Frost (Ginetta G40R); 6 Jason Kew (Vauxhall Tigra); 7 Carl 
Waller-Barrett (Vauxhall Tigra); 8 Layton Milsom (Vauxhall Tigra). 
Heat two: 1 Pepper; 2 Crane; 3 Colin Smith (Vauxhall Tigra); 
4 Wood; 5 Chris Haird (Vauxhall Tigra); 6 Alistair Lowe (Vauxhall 
Tigra); 7 Dew; 8 Kym Weaver (Vauxhall Tigra). Final: 1 Wood; 
2 Crane; 3 Dew; 4 Kew; 5 Waller-Barrett; 6 Haird; 7 Milsom; 
8 Weaver; 9 Lowe; 10 Smith.
Points (provisional) after 1/14 rounds: 1 Crane 66; 2 Wood 62; 
3 Pepper 50; 4 Dew 49; 5 Kew 40; 6 Smith 39.

Wood (inset) scampered clear as the cars powered away for the final

RESULTS

Round 4
British Rallycross (6 laps): 1 Julian 
Godfrey (Ford Fiesta) 3m52.125s; 2 Ollie 
O’Donovan (Ford Fiesta) +1.649s; 3 Derek 
Tohill (Ford Fiesta); 4 Oliver Bennett (Ford 
Fiesta); 5 Kevin Procter (Ford Fiesta) 
+5.824s; 6 Steve Hill (Mitsubishi Evo).
Supernational (6 laps): 1 Tony Lynch (Ford 
Ka) 4m19.685s; 2 Tristan Ovenden (Renault 
Clio) +1.230s; 3 Willie Coyne (Opel Corsa); 4 
Peter McGarry (Vauxhall VX220); 5 Lloyd 
Spendlove (Lotus Exige); 6 Paige Bellerby 
(Lotus Exige).
Junior Rallycross (6 laps): 1 Ole Henry 
Steinsholt 4m50.846s; 2 Tom Llewellin 

+1.809s; 3 Tom Constantine; 4 Tom 
Middleton; 5 Morgan Wroot; 6 James 
Constantine.
Suzuki Swift (6 laps): 1 Rob Shield 
4m32.948s; 2 Simon Ovenden +3.150s; 
3 Christian Hainsworth; 4 Mark Donnelly; 
5 Matt Maxted; 6 Morgan Bailey.
RX150 (6 laps): 1 Marc Scott 4m07.780s; 
2 Stephen Jones +8.565s; 3 Brett Harris; 
4 Kirk Langley; 5 Chrissy Palmer; 
6 Jake Taylor.
Super1600/Hot Hatch/ BMW Mini (6 
laps): 1 Paul Coney (Vauxhall Corsa) 
4m19.022s; 2 Michael Boak (Citroen C2) 
+0.542s; 3 Craig Lomax (Citroen C2); 

4 Darren Scott (Citroen C2); 5 Phil Chicken 
(Citroen C2); 6 Drew Bellerby (BMW Mini).

Round 5
British Rallycross (6 laps): 1 Godfrey 
3m48.474s; 2 Bennett +0.603s; 3 Tohill; 
4 Nathan Heathcote (Citroen DS3); 
5 Procter; 6 Hill. Point (after 5/9 rounds): 
1 Godfrey 130pts; 2 Bennett 127; 
3 O’Donovan 114; 4 Procter 110; 
5 Heathcote 97; 6 Mark Watson 84.
Supernational (6 laps): 1 Ovenden 
4m03.684s; 2 Lynch +5.385s; 3 Pearse 
Browne (BMW Compact); 4 Spendlove; 
5 Coyne; 6 Bellerby.

Junior Rallycross (6 laps): 1 Llewellin 
4m51.440s; 2 T Constantine +4.346s; 
3 Wroot; 4 Middleton; 5 Steinsholt; 
6 J Constantine.
Suzuki Swift: 1 Shield 4m26.995s; 
2 Ovenden +1.212s; 3 Maxted; 4 Chris 
Woollett; 5 Dominic Flitney; 6 Hainsworth.
RX150 (6 laps): 1 Palmer 4m17.930s; 
2 Langley +1.248s; 3 Jones; 4 Georgia 
Sheils; 5 Harris; 6 Taylor.
Super1600/Hot Hatch/ BMW Mini 
(6 laps): 1 Coney 4m12.338s; 2 Boak 
+1.204s; 3 Scott; 4 David Bell (BMW Mini); 
5 Andrew Hawkes (BMW Mini), 6 Martin 
Hawkes (BMW Mini). 
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By Graham Brown

 National Hot Rod stalwart 
Dick Hillard has decided 
to skip the 2017/18 English 
World Series in favour 
of racing in South Africa.

The former World Final 
runner-up missed the opening 
round of  this year’s series 
at Aldershot and will now 
concentrate on readying 
himself  for the next SA national 

series which begins in January
next year.

“I just feel that I’ve been racing 
in the UK series so long now, that 
it’s starting to get stale,” he said. 
“I’ve been around a long time – 
I’ve been in it since 1988 – and the 
constant commitment and work 
has started to take a bit away 
from the enjoyment of  what 
should primarily be a hobby.”

Hillard has well-established 
links to the South African racing 

scene, having been a frequent
visitor down the years. Although 
he plans to ship his own car 
over to South Africa, where 
many local cars use Mazda 
rotary power plants, Hillard 
has no plans to go that route.

“I’ll be using my regular car 
but I’ll stick with a conventional 
piston engine,” he explained. 
“It’s part of  the challenge to see 
if  we can still be competitive with 
a non-rotary. Under their rules I 

could do a full-house all steel
GM engine with big valves, a 
modified cylinder head and a 
less restrictive management 
system than we use in the UK, 
but it would be quite costly.”

The SA series takes in 
Vereeniging, Richards Bay, 
Mahem Pretoria, Brakpan, 
Polokwane and Klerksdorp, 
with possible extra rounds 
for 2018 in The Cape, at 
Bredasdorp and Killarney.

HILLARD SWITCHES HOT ROD
FOCUS TO SOUTH AFRICA

Hillard has been 
racing since 1988

British racer shuns English points series to chase glory in warmer climates

Terms and conditions: To enter, simply email the correct answer to competition@motorsport-news.co.uk by 1200hrs Wednesday, August 2, 2017. The Prize is as stated in the competition. You must be available on the August 4-6, 2017. Open to UK residents aged 18 and over, no cash alternative, prizes are non-transferable.
You must make your own way to and from the event. Winners will be selected at random. For full terms and conditions see Autosport.com. The Promotor: Autosport Media UK Ltd. 1 Eton Street, Richmond, TW9 1EF

MEET THE LEGENDARY ‘RALLY GODS’ 
AT THE SENSATIONAL IGNITION FESTIVAL 

WIN WIN WIN!

Five of  the sport’s biggest names will be 
starring as ‘Rally Gods’ at next month’s 
IGNITION Festival of  Motoring staged 
on the streets of  Glasgow (August 4-6). 

Markku Alen, Miki Biasion, Stig 
Blomqvist, Timo Salonen and Ari 
Vatanen are all past champions – and 
all will be reunited with some of  their 
greatest cars for the unmissable 
three-day blockbuster in Scotland.

To celebrate the special occasion, we 
have five pairs of  IGNITION tickets to 
give away. Our lucky winners not only 
will see these legends returning to 
spectacular action but also will be 
treated to a memorable ‘meet and 
greet’ with the five heroic ‘Rally 
Gods’ on the day of  their choice. 

Other eye-catching IGNITION 
highlights include the biggest collection of  
F1 cars ever seen north of  the border plus 
a host of  other high-octane entertainment, 
activities and displays. Tickets start at 
just £15 and full details can be found on 
the ignitionfestival.co.uk website. 

OUESTION: 
On the streets of 
which city will 
IGNITION be held? 
A  Glasgow
B  London
C  Cardiff

SEND YOUR ANSWERS TO 
competition@motorsport-news.co.uk

SPORTING SCENE ROUND-UP

Shawn Franklin travelled to the 
Cymru Car Trial for the first 
time and won overall, ending 
Henry Kitching’s two-year 
dominance of the new-car class 
by two points on the day. 

A stunning climb during 
the last round gave Franklin the 
win and it has opened up the title 
chase. Rupert North took his 
usual class win in his Mini to 
finish third. In the rear-wheel-
drive class, Steve Courts beat 
Barrie Parker by just two points.

The Cymru Trial also held the 
inter-association team trial with 
teams of three representing four 
different MSA associations. 
The ANWCC team of Kitching, 
North and John Wadsworth 
won by three per cent from 
the South West team of Mark 
Hoppe, Shawn Franklin and 
Barrie Parker. It is the first 
time ANWCC has won the 
coveted trophy.

Rupert North’s Wales form 
continued with another overall 
win at the HCC Wales event in 
dry conditions. He won his 
class by 20 points. Dave Oliver 
returned home to the Midlands 
overnight, fixed his Hillman Imp 
and dominated the rear-wheel-
drive class during the morning 
but, shortly after lunch, more 

engine troubles were traced to 
a loose inlet manifold. He still 
finished second.

The battle of the day was in 
the new-car class with Franklin 
tying with Trevor Moffatt who 
had a stunning first round, with 
Kitching just a point behind.

Irish champion Derek Tohill 
dominated rounds four and five 
of this year’s Irish Rallycross 
series at Mondello Park to 
keep his unbeaten record in 
SuperFinals intact. In Saturday’s 
anti-clockwise race, Tohill’s 
Ford Fiesta was 19s clear of 
the Mitsubishi Mirage of Noel 
Greene, with Willie Coyne’s 
Vauxhall Corsa and the Buggy of 
Martin McAteer close behind. 

The same pair again headed 
Sunday’s result, run on the more 
normal clockwise layout, with 
Greene just 6s down this time. 
Lloyd Spendlove’s Lotus Exige 
got the better of Coyne for 
third position.
Results
Gerry P Evans Cymru Car Trial
Organiser: North Wales Car Club When: July 
22 Where: Talhaiarn, Snowdonia Starters: 25.
1 Shawn Franklin (Citroen Saxo) 78.7 per cent; 
2 Henry Kitching (Vauxhall Corsa) 80.3 per 
cent; 3 Rupert North (Rover Mini); 4 Steve 
Courts (Hillman Imp); 5 Barrie Parker 
(Westfield SEi); 6 Trevor Moffatt (Vauxhall 
Corsa); 7 Mark Hoppe (Rover Mini); 8 John 
Wadsworth (Ford Ka); 9 Chris Judge (Citroen 
Saxo); 10 David Allman (Citroen Saxo).

HCC Wales Car Trial
Organiser: Clywdd Vale Motor Club When: 
July 23 Where: Prestatyn Starters: 26.
1 Rupert North (Rover Mini) 84.8 per cent; 
2 Dave Oliver (Hillman Imp) 86.8 per cent; 
3 Franklin; 4 Moffatt; 5 Kitching; 6 Hoppe; 
7 Wadsworth; 8 Courts; 9 Nick Pollitt 
(Suzuki Swift); 10 Judge.Franklin was the top dog

Hillard will head south
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All eyes will be on Edinbur
Give Palmer 
a break
If  Renault want Jolyon 
Palmer to finish in 
the points they need to 
provide him with a car 
that’s capable of  runnin
for all four hours of  
free practice, giving 
him a shout at a decent 
qualifying slot.

It seems the Renaults spend more time in 
the garage than most, losing time to get the laps 
in before qually. On more than one occasion 
this season, Palmer’s car has failed in practice, 
failed in the race, or failed on the formation lap. 

How is he supposed to improve and get 
results if  the car keeps letting him down? 

At the moment Renault don’t seem capable 
of  fielding more than one reliable competitive 
car, reminding me of  another manufacturer 
team whose scarlet cars had neither of  those 
attributes in the 1980s and most of  the 1990s.

In your British Grand Prix report, you 
heaped praise on Nico Hulkenberg and 
comment that Palmer wasn’t quite up there 
with him while, sadly, omitting to mention 
that Palmer’s car was without the new floor 
that Hulkenberg had on his car. 

In the circumstances, qualifying 11th 
didn’t look too shabby. Renault need to stop 
ramping up the pressure on Palmer with 
all the talk about Robert Kubica, together 
with speculation in the media about Sergey 
Sirotkin, Sergio Perez, Carlos Sainz, etc, and 
fulfil their side of  the deal, then perhaps we 
will all be able to judge whether the 2014 GP2 
champion is worthy of  another year.
John Russell
Via email

Radio control is crucial
Having watched the coverage of  both the 
British Grand Prix and the Nurburgring 6 
Hours, I was struck by the different way the 
delayed starts in both races were presented.

The World Endurance Championship 
coverage included radio instructions from 
the race director Eduardo Freitas on what 
the problem was and how it was to be dealt 
with. The F1 coverage featured David Croft 
babbling again about what might happen, 
and there were some pictures of  some movie 
stars standing behind Charlie Whiting on 
the start gantry.

If  Liberty Media really want to make a 
value adding change to F1 I would suggest 
that broadcasting the race director’s 
radio transmissions is an easy no brainer.
On a different note, I’d like to wish Martin 
Brundle a swift recovery and advise him to 
give up drinking from wet racing boots.
Hugh Davies
Via email

Supporting cast
Am I alone in thinking the entire British Grand 
Prix programme from Silverstone was weak, 
stale and in need of  a complete revamp?

Combined with the poor entries throughout 
(F1: 20 cars, F2: 20 cars, GP3: 19 cars, Porsche 
Supercup: 32 cars), the extended timetable 
left huge voids each day with nothing 
happening trackside. 

If  this is really the best the British Racing 
Drivers’ Club can do in arranging an 
attractive Grand Prix weekend timetable, 
then perhaps they are best served by being 
rid of  responsibility for the race.
Martin Jackson
Via email
Editor’s note: The track time restraints placed 
on the timetable by F1 and its bosses – such as the 
length of  time the track needs to be clear before 
any F1 session can start – make it very hard to 
slot in any extra support races. It is not the 
responsibility of  the BRDC.

MN, July 19

Peter Atkins manage to capture one of the iconic moments of the British Grand Prix

Neil Ormston enjoyed the British Grand Prix

Snetterton Mazda fun, taken by Justin WardAdrian Durnell was at Shelsley Walsh A sideways Porsche, by Frank Bayes

Richard Salisbury was on the Nicky Grist Stages

Nick Padmore testing a Williams at Donington Park, photographed by Rich Cranston

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!

With the opening of the Fatal Accident Inquiry in Edinburgh after two accidents in Scotland, fans of ra
across the country will be holding their breath to see what the officials deem is necessary to make the
safer for spectators. There could be a long wait for answers, but there will be a ruling. 

Don’t think that this is merely a parochial judgement that will only affect the situation north of the border, either. Wha
the inquiry rules will be felt throughout the land. There might be fresh restrictions put on rally organisers – and some t
could make the operation of certain events not financially viable any more – or there might be a recommendation to ru
number of rallies behind closed doors, shut away from spectators.  Whatever the outcome, there could be some ser
knock-on effects throughout the land.

In the meantime, all spectators and fans can do is be sensible, spectate safely and make sure that they follow the 
instructions of all officials and marshals. Doing this is one of the only ways of protecting the sport’s future. 
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

There is a nervous wait while national rallying is examined

NEW
WEBSITE
motorsport-news.co.uk
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PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS, VIEWS AND REPORTS

There’ssure tobe
something foreveryoneon
TVthisweekwithhighlights
fromarangeofseriesand
championshipsacross
theglobe,aswellas
one-offprogrammes.

For thosewanting to
enjoysomeclassic
slipstreamingandcrashes,
NASCAR fromthe famous
IndianapolisSpeedwaywill
beshownonWednesday
morning(0600-1000hrs,
PremierSports).

ReliveFernando
Alonso’smaidenwin in
Formula1at the2003
HungarianGrandPrixon
F1ClassicRaces
(Wednesday,2100-
2300hrs,SkySportsF1).

The latestaction in the
EurocupFormula

LISTINGSTV GUIDE
Hungarian
GrandPrix
SkySportsF1
HD

Drivers’press
conference:
Thursday,
1400-1500hrs

FP1:Friday,
0845-1100hrs

FP2:Friday,
1245-1500hrs

Teamprincipals’
pressconference:
Friday,1530-1610hrs

TheF1Show:
Friday,1610-1640hrs

FP3:Saturday,
0945-1110hrs

Qualifying:
Saturday,
1200-1430hrs

Race:Sunday,

LIVE F1

WRC FLYING
HIGH IN 
FINLAND

BTCC RETURNS AFTER 
SUMMER BREAK

BRITON SET TO CONTINUE VETTEL DUEL

RACING
FRIDAY-
SUNDAY

Silverstone, 
Northants
SilverstoneClassic: 
FIAHistoricF1,FIA
HistoricSports,U2TC, 
Pre ’63GT,Pre ’66
GrandPrixCars,
GroupC,ClassicGT,
SuperTouring, Jaguars, 
WoodcoteTrophy,Moss 
Trophy,HistoricFF1600, 
Formula Junior,Pre-War 
Sports,HRDCAcademy 
StartsFriday,qualifying 
from0900hrsSaturday, 
racing from0900hrs
Sunday, racing from
0900hrsAdmission
from£43(advanceonly) 
Websilverstone.co.uk 
Contact08704588260

SATURDAY
OultonPark,

Cheshire
MSVRmeeting:
GTCup,LotusElise/
LotusCup,Monoposto, 
SsangYongStarts
racing from1135hrs
(qualifying from0830hrs) 
Admissionadult£15, 
under13 free
Webmsv.com
Contact08434539000

Kirkistown,N
Ireland
500MRCImeeting:
RoadSports,Fiesta
Zetec,FF1600,Ginetta 
Junior,StrykerSportscars 
Starts racing from
1300hrs (qualifying from 
0900hrs)Admission 
adult£15child free
Webkirkistown.com

SATURDAY/
SUNDAY

Snetterton,
Norfolk
BTCCmeeting:BTCC, 

F4, Carrera Cup, Renault 
Clio, Ginetta GT4, 
Ginetta Junior Starts 
Saturday, racing from 
1330hrs (qualifying from 
0905hrs) Sunday, racing 
from 0920hrs 
Admission adult £34, 
under 13 free 
Web msv.com 
Contact 0843 453 9000

SATURDAY/
SUNDAY

Brands Hatch, 
Kent
BARC meeting: 
Britcar, 2CV, Pre ’66 
Touring Cars, Group 1 
Touring Cars, Pre-1993 
Touring Cars, Pre-2003 
Touring Cars, Pre 
2005-Production Touring 
Cars, Blue Oval Saloons, 
Thunder Saloons, Pre-
2003 Classic VWs, 
Honda VTec, Smart Cars 
4Two, Modified Saloons, 
Tin Top Saloons, 
Intermarque Starts 
Saturday, racing from 
1125hrs (qualifying from 
0900hrs) Sunday, racing 
from 1030hrs (qualifying 
from 1000hrs) 
Admission adult £15, 
under 13 free 
Web msv.com 
Contact 0843 453 9000

Cadwell Park, 
Lincs
Formula Vee 50th 
Festival: Clio 182, 
Formula Vee, Toyota MR2, 
Roadsports, 750 Formula, 
Historic 750 Formula, 
Classic Stock Hatch, Hot 
Hatch, 5Club MX-5, M3 
Cup, Armed Forces Race 
Starts Saturday, racing 
from 1150hrs (qualifying 
from 0900hrs) Sunday, 
racing from 1055hrs 
(qualifying from 0900hrs) 
Admission adult £15, 

under 13 free 
Web msv.com 
Contact 0843 453 9000

RALLYING
SATURDAY

Cookstown, 
County Tyrone
McNulty Motors 
Tyrone Stages Rally 
Starts 1030hrs 
Admission free
Web 
cookstownmotorclub.
com

SUNDAY
Builth Wells, 

Powys
Harry Flatters Rally 
Starts 0830hrs 
Admission free
Web breconmotorclub.
co.uk

Mallow, County 
Cork
Jim Walsh Cork Forest 
Rally 
Starts 0930hrs 
Admission free
Web corkmotorclub.com

SPORTING 
SCENE
SATURDAY

Skegness, Lincs
BriSCA F1
Start 1830hrs 
Admission Adults £22, 
junior £8, child free
Web brisca.com

SATURDAY/
SUNDAY

Wiscombe Park, 
Devon
British Hillclimb
Start 0800hrs Saturday, 
0800hrs Sunday
Admission Adults £10, 
under 14s free
Web britishhillclimb.co.uk

Details correct at time of 
press

CAN HAMILTON WIN
AGAIN IN HUNGARY?

Hungary up next

RALLYING BEST TAKE
ON HIGH-SPEED TEST

Alonso’s first F1 win

LIVE WRC LIVE TV
Rally Finland, 
BT Sport
Friday

SS13: 1830-1930hrs, 
BT Sport 2

End of day 1 review: 
2230-2300hrs, BT Sport 1
Saturday

SS19: 1400-1500hrs, 
BT Sport ESPN

End of day 2 review: 
2230-2300hrs, BT Sport 3
Sunday

SS23: 0800-0900hrs, 
BT Sport1

SS25: 1100-1230hrs, 
BT Sport 1

End of day3review:
2200-2230hrs,BTSport3

Red Bul
Friday

End of day
2000-2030h

Saturday
SS19: 1350hrs
End of day review: 

2000-2030hrs
Sunday

End of day review: 
2000-2030hrs

Motorsport.tv 
End of day 
reviews

Day 1: Friday, 
2235-2305hrs

Day 2: Saturday, 
2130-2200hrs

Day 3: Sunday, 
2235-2305hrs

Channel5

F2: Hungary
Race 1: Saturday, 

1455-1625hrs, Sky 
Sports F1

Race 2: Sunday, 
0915-1030hrs, Sky 
Sports F1

GP3: Hungary
Race 1: Saturday, 

1630-1730hrs, Sky 
Sports F1

Race 2: Sunday, 
0805-0900hrs, Sky 
Sports F1

BTCC: Snetterton
All the day’s action: 

Sunday, 1045-
1800hrs, ITV4

Formula E: 
Montreal

Race 1: Saturday, 

2030-2210hrs, 
Channel 5

Race 2 highlights: 
Monday, 0035-
0115hrs, Channel 5

Spa 24 Hours
Race: Saturday, 

1500-2130hrs, 
Saturday/Sunday, 
2200-1600hrs, 
Motorsport.tv

IndyCar: 
Mid-Ohio

Race: Sunday, 
2000-2300hrs, 
BT Sport ESPN

NASCAR: 
Pocono

Race: Sunday, 
2000hrs-0000hrs, 
Premier Sports

Renault 2.0 series comes 
from the Red Bull Ring in 
Austria (Thursday, 0900-
1000hrs, BT Sport 2) 
as Britain’s Will Palmer 
battles for the title.

Teams and drivers in 
the European Le Mans 
Series will also have to 
master the Red Bull Ring, 
with highlights on Friday 
(0910-1110hrs, 
Motorsport.tv).

And for some DTM 
action, there are highlights 
from Moscow (Saturday, 
1300-1400hrs, BT Sport 
1) with Mattias Ekstrom and 
Lucas Auer in the title hunt.

1230-1530hrs
Highlights: 

Sunday, 
1800-1900hrs

Hungarian 
Grand Prix 
Channel 4 
HD 
highlights 

Qualifying: 
Saturday, 
1800-1930hrs

Race: Sunday, 
1715-1930hrs 
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T +44 (0)1327 308 833
For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office.

The benefit of a protective transport is always valued when moving
precious vehicles. Its now over 20 years since Brian James Trailers were
the first to design a stylish, light and durable enclosed trailer using a
GRP body construction, the original Race Shuttle.

The Race Transporter range is the third generation in the lineage and
for the double decade landmark in MY2017 trailers we have introduced
a host of new features, including a professional vehicle restraint system
as well as fresh external styling.

Choosing a Brian James Trailer as your enclosed transport solution has
always guaranteed black-and-white certainty.

Race Transporters are now available in Black or White.

Range starts from £ 6,750 + vat

BJT also offers a wide range of open trailers.
For more information on our trailer range or to find your nearest dealer
visit:

www.brianjames.co.uk/dealer

Black-and-White

Connected to you»

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com
HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford Trailers Limited • 14 Great Central Way • Daventry • Woodford Halse • Northants • NN11 3PZ

Telephone: 01327 263384

DEALERS WANTED - All Woodford Trailers have full European Type Approval

QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

  WOODFORD TRAILERS DEALERS UK
POTHSMOUTH

BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
Tel: +44(0)2392 412731

E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
W: www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE 

MOTORCARS

E: richard@vandp.net
W: www.vandp.net

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS

498 London Road
Ditton, Kent

Tel: 07933842719
E: ellisviner@btinternet.com

W: www.southeast-trailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON
SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE

Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road

E: steve@sltc.co.uk

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD

Warren Farm
Micheldever Station

Winchester, Hampshire
SO21 3AS

E: info@trailers.co.uk

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS

E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
W: www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS 

Tel: +44 (0)1787 249737

E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
W: www.1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD

Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane

Storrington, West Sussex
RH20 4LR

E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
W: www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS

Unit 1
Marsden Barn
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton

Leicester

E: marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS

The Kennels
Main St
Strelley

Nottingham

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES

Lion Works
Pool Rd,
Newtown

Powys

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS

Rothwell
Leeds

Tel: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk

W: rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS

Reading
RG7 1NB

Tel: 01183240403
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
W: www.lovelltrailers.co.uk

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT

W: www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk
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01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

RACEWEAR

RACE CARSENGINES

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORE TO COME! THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

MOTORSPORT

RACEWEAR

RACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERSRACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

e-mail

northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit

northamptonmotorsport.com

t Performance Tuning Specialists

t 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,

1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity

t Life Racing and Omex Engine Management

tWeber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents

Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERSRACE & RALLY PARTSGEARBOXES

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 0LP

+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes

- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

WHEELS & TYRESRACE & RALLY PARTSGEARBOXES

Winning all over the world since 1973…
Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.

Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM
Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

Stock and custom made 

FiA Fuel Cells.

Short lead times. 

01527 521050

www.classicworldracing.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com




