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NOTE: This n ew high-speed rail bridge o ver busy BNSF tracks, 
o n e o f the m o s t critical s tructures o f the en tire pro po s al, features
a m axm im um  2.0% grade to  lift the rail lin e to  7.9m  (26ft) abo ve
the to p o f the rails. This pro vides adequate clearan ce fo r BNSF
train s  belo w.
Em plo yin g a tight curve radius an d a sign ifican t equilibrium  can t 
(o r superelevatio n ) to  m ain tain  to p speeds, this co m plex piece o f
en gin eerin g will jus t barely—  tho ugh succes s fully— s n ake in to
the area's lim ited available space. While the bridge will avo id
clippin g Co s tco 's SODO wareho use by 12.2m  (40ft), the co m pan y
 parkin g lo t will see spaces rem o ved where they res t in  the right-o f-
way o f the aerial s tructure. Despite the bisectio n  o f the lo t, Co s tco  
cus to m er's  will be able to  acces s  s paces o n  either side o f the n ew
s tructure, m itigatin g capacity lo s s .
Due to  the prefabricated an d predictable n ature o f m o dern  aerial
s tructures, a high water table, an d the likeliho o d o f dis turbin g active
in fras tructure sys tem s  buried un dergro un d o r s ituated n earby, a
tun n el o r tren ch here is alm o s t certain ly un w o r thy o f their ris k. 
Tho ugh a bridge will require deep suppo r t an cho rs , it is believed 
that these can  be sited with far les s  ris k than  an y un dergro un d 
altern ative. No n etheles s , these o ptio n s  s ho uld be evalutated further.
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