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4. = KrisMeekefaces abattle for his

a4~ World Rally Championship survival

after hewas dropped by Citroen
lastweek.

Citroen team principal Pierre Budar
telephoned the Northern Irishman
totell him his contract was terminated
following Meeke’s sizeable Rally of
Portugal crash.

Hyundaiteam manager Alain Penasse

; ;.__' - | saidtherewouldbeinterestin Meeke.
* “He'saguywhocan winyoutworallies
. ayear-heshouldn’tbeonthebench.”
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By David Evans

Kris Meeke faces the task of
rebuilding his World Rally
Championship career after
he was sacked by Citroen
following his massive

Rally of Portugal crash.

The Dungannon driver has
limited options available to him
followinglast week’s news, but
Hyundaiand Toyota have both
expressed an interestin Meeke.

The 38-year-old was unavailable
for comment when MN contacted
him earlier this week, but sources
closetohim have said heisangry
and upsetat Citroen’s decision.

The chances of Meekefindinga
way backintothe WRCthis
season areremote, but there
could be potential when the driver
market startstomove at the end of
theseason.

Hyundai’s Alain Penasse said he
thought Meeke still had plenty to
offerinthe WRC.

“Forthe moment there’sno
contact[with Meeke], butit
depends on how the driver market
is,” hesaid. “There’snodoubt that
Kris Meeke isadriver who can win
WRCevents; heis veryfast, but
very inconsistent-we have seen
thisthroughout his career, which
isgoingupand down. He’sgot the
speed and he’snot somebody you
would have sittingon the bench;
he’slike Jari-Matti Latvala: a
driver who’s not so consistent, but
will win you one or tworalliesa year.

“We consider all drivers,
especially guys whoare freeand
onthemarket. It’sabit early now,
but we have to see what happens.
Forsurelcanimaginethere’s
goingtobe someinterestin
Citroen [and Meeke’s seat] now.
Lastyear Citroen wasn’treally a
danger, but now they have good
resultsand I'm sure drivers will
consider them.

“Obviously we have Dani [Sordo]
and Hayden [Paddon] on limited
programmes and if you put
another year of sevenrallies
againstafull programme with
Citroen, they would probably be
quiteinterestedinthat.Idon’t
think those guys will be happy to
shareacaragain.”

Priortosigningfor Citroen atthe
end of 2015, Meeke had lengthy
negotiations and was offered a
deal by Toyota. Priortolast week’s
news, Toyota team principal
Tommi Makinen confirmed he
would beinterested in talkingto
Meeke about a potential future deal.

M-Sport Ford World Rally Team
principal Malcolm Wilson told
MN: “It’ssad that we’relosinga
potential rally winner out of the
championship, therearenotso
many of those about. It’'salsosad
that we’relosingafront-running
British driver when we’re making
such good strides with the sport of
rallyingin thiscountry.”

Asked if he would be interested
in signing Meeke, Wilson said:
“I'mvery happy with my current
driver line-up.”

Citroenteam principal Pierre
Budarsaid he wasleft withno
alternative after Meeke’s crash.
The news broke on Thursday
afternoon following a blunt
statement from France statinglast
year’s Rally Spain winner was out
“duetoanexcessively high
number of crashes, some of which
were particularly heavy and could
havehad serious consequences
withregardtothe crew’s safety”.

Asked toexplain the safety
aspectof the statement, Budar
said: “Because thisisa dangerous
sport, youhave tobeable todeal
with this danger. When you think
about Portugal, youareina
situation when the caris perfect.
The pacenotes were supposed to be
perfect, it’sthe same pacenote
used inthe same stagein previous
years.Ithink thiswasatleastthe
third time they go through this
stage with the samenote with no
modification. And you haveno
pressure because your positionin
theranking doesn’tallow you to
reach anything. Regardingall of
this, youare supposedtobeina
position where you are safe on the
road. Youknow theresult,
meaningit’snot under control.
We don’t have anymore the control
onthesituation. If welosethe
control, then we can wonder what
willbenext.”

Budar accepted there were
deficiencies with the C3 WRClast

THE HIGHS AND LOWS OF MEEKE’S CAREER
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Meéke’s been sacked

season, but he pointed out that
Meeke should have adapted his
drivingmore.

Headded: “In that case youhave
tobeabletodeal with the careven
whenitisnot perfect. Asadriver,
youhave to consider howto get the
car back safely when thereisno
reason totakeall therisks.”

MN’ssources said the aftermath
of Meeke’s crash lefta strange
atmosphere at Citroen.

“Itwasnotnormal,” the source
said. “When the car came back, it
was notnice. We all werelooking,
butnobody was talking, nobody
wanted to say nothing. Krisand
Paul werenot hurt, that wasall we
cared for, but the feeling was not
likenormal. This wasahorrible
crash, butnobody talked tothat. I
think some of usknew then, this
wasnot goingaway.”

Thedecision to sack Meeke was
finally taken on Thursday
morning. PSA Group CEO Carlos
Tavares and Citroen CEO Linda
Jackson wereinvolved in what
Budar described as “acompany
decision”. Meeke was informed on
Thursday and Budarisadamant
he was told before the
communication wasissued.

“You can expect we did this
properly,” hesaid. “Thad Krison
the phone before the pressrelease
wassent. Ican understandit’s
difficultfor himtoaccept this
decisionandIcanunderstand heis
angry.Imust say, in terms of
people, Ireally appreciate Krisand
Paul. They arereally nice guys. I
know we can see some quite
difficult thingsin the pressnow.”
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Citroen blamed a lack
of control for decision

2011

Signs for
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Miniteamin
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atthe end of
theyear

Mini gave
Meeke
aWRC
chance,
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2013
Drives factory
DS3WRCin
Finland and
Australiaand
shows stunning
pace, but
crashes out of
both events

2014
Firstfull season
inthe WRC
with Citroen
Racing starts
with podiumon
the Monte

2015
Scoresfirst
victory inthe
WRCin
Argentina

First WRC win

in Argentina

2016
Back-to-back
WRCwinsina
DS3WRCin
Portugal and
Finland while
he'stakinga
yearoutto
develop the
C3WRC

2017
Monte Carlo/

| SwedenC3

WRC starts the
seasonandis
‘undrivable’in
changeable
conditions

2017
Mexico Wins
inSouth
America
despite
crashing into
carparkonthe
final stage

2017
Sardinia
Dropped for
Poland after
three crashesin
asmany rallies

Mexican win was so nearly lost after error

2017
Germany
Crashes onthe
Saarbrucken
superspecialin

- Germany

2017
Spain Final win
with Gitroen

Portugal was the final straw

2018
Crashin Portugal leads to him being
given the axe four days later
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Ricciardo gained some
“redemption” with win

Monte Carlo
withasmileon
hisfacethis
year: Daniel
Ricciardo, who
slayed the

got-away with a calculated,
immaculately judged victory.
Elsewhere there wasn’tmuch to
smileabout...

Qualifying
Judged onlap timesalone, the

difference in ability between Ricciardo
and Max Verstappen around Monaco in

their pacesetting Red Bulls was

infinitesimal. Afterfinal practice, their

PBswereamere thousandth of a
second apart: 1m11.786s for Ricciardo;
1m11.787s for Verstappen.

Butthe gulf in their attitudeand
mentality is, apparently, vast.

AsRicciardo satatthetopof the
timesheetsin the last minutes of FP3,
Verstappen tried one more glory run.
AllaggressiontoRicciardo’s
athleticism, he took atouch toomuch

inside kerb exiting the Swimming Pool,

skipped wide and clattered the barrier.
The shunt wiped off the right-front
corner of hisRB14 and swiped therear

hard enough for a gearbox changetobe

Hamilton said he was “bored”

nly onemanleft

demons of hisbitter 2016 win-that-

. » »
Australian banished the

= &

required. Result:no Verstappenin
qualifying when the team had been
eyeinga front-row lockout. The shunt
was hissixth in six race weekends and
for all his gifts and status asthe natural
heirtoMichael Schumacher-ayoung
man whose talent will define the
coming F1generation- Verstappenis
stillmakingalot of mistakes.

Of coursehe wastryinghardina
high-downforce car almost perfectly
suited to thismost sinuous circuit-“If
you’re more than aninch away from the
barrierthere you'reaw*nker” noted a
watchingJolyon Palmer-buthedidn’t
havetobetryingthathard, then.

Histeam-mate, by contrast, simply
oozed confidence both in hisown
brilliance here and in that of the
machine gifted tohim. Earlyin Q2 he
setanew circuitrecord: 1m11.353s. And
there was more to come. He scorched
around Monte Carlo’s storied streetsin
1m10.810s for pole—the only manto
breakintothe 1m10s. Fastestin all
sessions Ricciardo wastakingno
prisoners. The memory of 2016 here
when he was similarly dominant and
started from his only previous pole
position had to be exorcised: thiswasa
Dan on amission,and headmitted it.
“Obviously Ineed tofinish the job
tomorrow, butI’'m pumped,” he said.
“We didn’treally change much on the

Verstappén made things happen

memories of two years ago

carall weekend, soI couldjust build up,
find my rhythm and have some fun. I
love thisplace. Wehad a great package
allweekend soIdidn’tneed to over-
drive.Ijust had to keep hittingmy marks
andreach my personal bestlevels.”

Therearelessons here for Verstappen,
should he wish to heed them.

Verstappen’s shunt aside, Red Bull’s
performance advantage was marked, if
notunexpected. Its chassis produces
more downforce than that of any rival
and, onacircuitthatrewards gripand
balancelikenoother, its edge against
the others wasclear.

Thetussle between Mercedes and

Ferrarifornext-best placings was close.

Neither chassisis short-circuit
optimised, butthe Ferrari’sinherently
grippier nature swungthefight
Sebastian Vettel’s way. He’d start P2
with 1m11.039s, despite going too deep
into Rascasse on hisbestlap andlosing
any chance of pole. “I was pretty happy
withmylap,” hesaid, “butthere’s
always the feelingthat there’salittle bit
more. We played around with the set-
up, tryingtosqueeze out everything
and we’ve put ourselvesinagood
position. We knew Red Bull would be
strongand the best manis on pole. Dan
did thejoband that’s whatit’sabout.
Let’sseetomorrow. Thisis one of the
longestand mostfascinatingraces.”
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Williams had a shocker...again

_ Y . - e ! 3 i

Lewis Hamilton madeit three teams
inthefirst three places, after coaxing
his grip-light W09into a Ferrari-
splitting position. Like Vettel, he was
philosophical about the Red Bull’s
advantage, reasoning that Monaco was
anoutlier for a design team focused on
season-long competitiveness.

“Dandidagreatjob, but we knew it
would belike this,” he said. “Itwasa
question of grip, mostly, that kept us
back. Over 21 races our engineers have
tomake sure the car worksat the
majority of tracks. We don’t mind if Red
Bull hasthe upper hand here.”

Apurplefirstsector on hisfinal flier
briefly suggested Hamilton was apole
contender, although hereckoned
second was the best he could have done.
“P2was on the cards, whichis alittle bit
painful,” hesaid.

Last year’s poleman Kimi Raikkonen
in P4and Valtteri Bottas in P5kept the
top three rowslooking familiar,
although Bottas, like histeam-mate,
lamented alack of outright grip, which
had prompted Mercedesintoan
(unsuccessful) experiment with
ultrasoft Pirellisin Q2. Hypersofts were
the only way to go.

Alongside him, with one of the laps of
the session, was Esteban Ocon, who
took full advantage of Verstappen’s
absence to post a stellar P6 for Force
India. With team-mate Sergio Perezin
P9, thesquad yetagain showed whata
potentraceteamitis, despite operating
onabudgetsostretched it seems
certain the crew will be under new
ownership within weeks.

Splittingthem were Fernando Alonso
in P7and Carlos Sainz, P8 -the two
Spaniardsagain exertingmutual
attraction. Alonso, downbeat after free
practice, was notably feistier post-
qualifying and praised his team for
continuingto hone the McLaren

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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MCL33. “P7isgreatand actually anice
surprise,” hesaid. “In practice we were
notbalanced, but we made alot of
changesand the car performed quite
differently in qualifying. It felt good -
moretogether, like thefrontand rear
were connected...”

Sainz was delighted to have out-done
team-mate Nico Hulkenberg (P11) who
“made amistake under braking coming
outof the tunnel” and confessed tothe
sheer awesomeness of thelap times
being conjured by 2018-spec F1 cars.
“The speeds we are doingare pretty
crazy,” Sainz smiled.

Happy, too was Toro Rosso’s Pierre
Gasly, closing the top 10. Who’d have
guessed he’d be second fastest Red Bull
driver at Monaco...?

Race
“Thank God that’s over,” saida
thoroughly jaded Hamilton after
finishing third at the 2018 Monaco
Grand Prix. “Ithink that was the most
boringracelhaveeverparticipatedin.”
“Yep, weagree mate,” concurred his
Mercedesraceengineer Pete Bonnington.
Butweren’tthey beingalittle harsh?
Certainly there had beenlittle to
entertain aracerlike Hamilton, who
ranlow on grip with increasingly
degraded ultrasoft Pirellis for 66 laps.
And watchingthe top five—Ricciardo,
Vettel, Hamilton, Raikkonen, Bottas—
circulatefor just undertwo hoursat
somewhat lessthan full racing speed,
didn’t make for obvious spectacle.
Inthe cockpit of carnumberthree,
however -Ricciardo’s Red Bull, which
led frompole to chequer -brilliance
was being played out. The foundation of
hiswin, as always at Monaco, was his
simply awe-inspiring Saturday
qualifying performance, which
eclipsed all peers from rival teams,
while alsoreminding his whip-crack
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team-mate that a slightly older head
hadlearned athingortwo these past
eight seasons—notleastthat F1success
isbuiltnot only on always being fastest.

Whether or not Verstappen would
have challenged Ricciardo for poleand
winismoot: hisneedless FP3 prang put
him out of qualifyingandan MGU-K
change-possibly shunt-related -
meanshe’llfaceagrid drop the next
timeheneedsanew one (only twoare
allowed per season, without penalty).

Asitwasheraced combatively and
withoutincident, but only toninth
place. Given Ricciardo’s technical
problems, which would emerge early in
therace,it’sfairtosay thiswasa
victory blown for Verstappen.

Nomatter, for the weekend’s most
worthy driver did take victory—
bringing “redemption” for the lost win
of 2016. And the nature of his triumph
isonethat will berecalled by all
students of F1history: hedidn’t give up,
eveninacarcrippled by theloss of
MGU-K electrical power (worth
around 160bhp) from lap 18 and using
only six (of eight) gears. That
compromised performance left
Ricciardolappingalmostlaughably
slowly —-routinely more than eight
seconds off his own pole pace—but still
abletohold thelead from Vetteland a
tyre-troubled Hamilton.

Twoyearsagothisracedidn’t want
Ricciardoto win and afumbled pitstop
costhimaseemingly certain victory. It
didn’t want him to win in 2018 either,
buthe succeeded in facing down that
jinxinmemorable style.

“It wasaserious problem and he
managed it,” said Red Bull motorsport
adviser Helmut Marko. “It was
unbelievable.Idon’t think any other
driver could have doneit. Buthe
changed set-up, he changed driving
style. Unbelievable.”

‘Ocon was a star
of the weekend’

Force India shines, below

Ricciardo’s second 2018 win makes
ittwo-all between himself, Vettel and
Hamilton, for three different teams,
lendingincreasing weight to
suspicions thata three-team battle
will sustain the championship,
with these three starsasthedrivers’
title protagonists.

While Hamilton left Monaco well
clearinthedrivers’ chase,on 110 points
—comfortably ahead of Vettelon96and
welluponRicciardo’s 72—-all three men
will take comfort from their podium
finishes. Ricciardo’s cause of
satisfactionisobvious; Hamilton can
be happy with apodiumin the third-
fastest car that on paper should have
finished no better thanfifth.
Meanwhile, Vettel’s P2 represented the
bestresult that could have been hoped
for againstfaster opposition.

Graciously, Vettel admitted asmuch,
recognising that his former team and
team-mate had pulled one out of the
bag: “Wehad the pace today but Dan
had theanswersatall times,” he said.
Vettelidentified Hamilton’slap 12
pitstop—when Mercedes attempted an
aggressive undercut by switchingits
man early toultrasofts—asakey
moment when the outcome might
have changed, butdidn’t.

“Daniel was still a bit stronger then
[his technical woes were yet to emerge]
and they were ultimately the quickest
team. They didagreatjob,” said Vettel.

Quite how this three-way tussle plays
outovertheyear willemergerace by
race, of course, butit seems certain
there will beno dominant car/driver
combination this season, even if
Hamilton remains the title favourite.

Behind thelead trio, matters
remained static, yetinteresting.
Raikkonen finished barely a second
behind Hamilton, though neverlooked
like passinghim, while Bottas—amere

0.7sbehind the Ferrariattheflag—at
one stagelooked alikely winner.

Aroundlap40, after hislap 17 stop for
supersofts, Bottas appeared to be easily
capable of an untroubledruntothe
flag, on aslightly harder compound
than the quartet ahead. Each of those
four were suffering visibly (and
audibly!) with degradingultrasofts by
thisstage, with almost half therace
still torun. Inthe event, Ricciardo’s
‘win-at-the-slowest-possible-speed’
approach helped prolongthelife of the
struggling purple-walled rubber, to
thwart Mercedes’ canny gamble. It
could so easily have paid off...

Behind Bottas, Ocon delivered on
ForceIndia’s qualifying promise,
maintaining his P6 qualifying position.
And Gasly, P7, was a contender for
driver of the day, after gaining three
placesfrom hisstartingslotand
fending off the urgent late attentions of
ahungry Hulkenberg. Here wasan
example of asmart strategy working
out. Gaslyranaremarkable 391apson
hypers, before closing out the race on
supersofts, yet still having enough pace
tofend off the hypersoft Hulk. Gasly
continuestoimpress, even as Toro
Rossoteam-mate Brendon Hartley
suffered more grief after being
clattered out of therace onlap 72 by
Charles Leclerc. Thelocal herosaid
he’d “runout of brakes” approaching
the chicane, making contact with
Hartley unavoidable; both would retire
(asdid Alonso, with gearbox failure).

Sainzclosed out the pointsfinishers
unlapped, but43 seconds distant from
Verstappen, ahead; hisattempttorun
62laps onasingle set of ultrasofts
proved futile. “Scoringjust a point feels
very, very bitter,” Sainzlamented.

Ricciardoaside, his sentiments
echoed loud around the streets of
Monte Carlo.
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> Circuit: Circuit de Monaco Lap: 2.075 miles i1l 3
’ Racedistance: 161.887 miles Laps:78 Option
\ Lap record: 1m 14.260s (Max Verstappen, 2018) SUPER SOFT
- ~ 2017 winner: Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)
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Date: May 27
‘Weathex: Sunshine

RESULTS

FIA Formula 1World Championship, round 6/20

POS | DRIVERS | NAT | CAR-ENGINE | TIME
1 Daniel Ricciardo AUS | Red Bull-Renault 1h42m54.807s
2 Sebastian Vettel GER | Ferrari +7.336s
3 Lewis Hamilton GBR | Mercedes +17.013s
4 Kimi Raikkonen FIN | Ferrari +18.127s
5 Valtteri Bottas FIN | Mercedes +18.822s
6 Esteban Ocon FRA | Force India-Mercedes +23.667s
7 Pierre Gasly FRA | Toro Rosso-Honda +24.331s
8 Nico Hulkenberg | GER | Renault +24.839s
9 Max Verstappen NED | Red Bull-Renault +25.317s
10 | Carlos Sainz ESP | Renault +1m09.013s
11 Marcus Ericsson | SWE | Sauber-Ferrari +1m09.864s
12 | Sergio Perez MEX | Force India-Mercedes +1m10.461s
13 |KevinMagnussen | DEN | Haas-Ferrari +1m14.823s
14 | Stoffel Vandoorne | BEL | McLaren-Renault -1lap
15 |Romain Grosjean | FRA | Haas-Ferrari -1 lap
16 | Sergey Sirotkin RUS | Williams-Mercedes -1 lap
17 |Lance Stroll CAN | Williams-Mercedes -2 laps
18 |Charles Leclerc MON | Sauber-Ferrari L70/collision
19 | Brendon Hartley NZL | Toro Rosso-Honda L70/collision
R Fernando Alonso | ESP | McLaren-Renault L52/gearbox

Winner’s average speed 94.293mph Lap leaders: Ricciardo 1-78

ST LAP | VERSTAPPEN 1m14.260s

ON LAP 60 (AVERAGE SPEED: 100.525mph)

OUALIFYING

1 Ricciardo 1m10.810s 11 | Hulkenberg 1m12.411s
2 Vettel 1m11.039s 12 | Vandoorne 1m12.440s
3 Hamilton 1m11.232s 13 | Sirotkin 1m12.521s
4 Raikkonen 1m11.266s 14 | Leclerc 1m12.714s
5 | Bottas 1m11.441s 15 | Hartley 1m13.179s
6 | Ocon 1m12.061s 16 | Ericsson 1m13.265s
7 Alonso 1m12.110s 17 | Stroll 1m13.323s
8 | Sainz 1m12.130s 18 | Grosjean 1m12.728s*
9 Perez 1m12.154s 19 | Magnussen 1m13.393s
10 | Gasly 1m12.221s 20 | Verstappen i

*Three-place penalty for causing a collision at the Spanish GP **10-place penalty for an additional power unit element, five-place penalty for a replacement

gearbox, car permitted to start

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

Gasly ended up as
second Red Bull driver

DRIVERS CONSTRUCTORS

POS | DRIVER | PTS
1 Lewis Hamilton 110 1 Mercedes 178
2 | Sebastian Vettel 96 2 | Ferrari 156
3 Daniel Ricciardo o 3 Red Bull-TAG Heuer 107
4 | Valtteri Bottas 68 4 | Renault 46
5 Kimi Raikkonen 60 5 McLaren-Renault 40
6 | Max Verstappen 35 6 | Forcelndia-Mercedes | 26
7 Fernando Alonso 32 7 | Toro Rosso-Honda 19
8 Nico Hulkenberg 26 8 Haas-Ferrari 19
9 | Carlos Sainz 20 9 | Sauber-Ferrari 11
10 | Kevin Magnussen 19 10 | Williams-Mercedes 4

NEXT RACE: CANADIAN GRAND PRIX, JUNE 10
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F1 ROUND-UP

Battery fine

The FIA has cleared Ferrari of any
wrongdoing after concluding an
investigation into its battery usage
during races. There had been
suggestions that Ferrari had found
aclever workaround to allow the
system to deliver more power
thanitshould.FlA race director
Charlie Whiting said Mercedes’
technical head James Allison first
questioned the system at the
Azerbaijan GP.The FIA opened an
investigation, but found nothing
untoward. Whiting said: “In Spain
Ferrari took some measures to
make sure we understood [what the
system was doing] and that we were
seeing things we were happy with.”

Leclerxc let off

Sauber driver Charles Leclerc will face
no further action over his accident with
Brendon Hartley in Monaco. Leclerc
slammed into the rear of Hartley's Toro
Rosso after suffering brake failure on the
exit of the tunnel. The accident put both
drivers out. The stewards found that the
clash was prompted by “the failure of the
front-left disc, and not through the fault
of either driver”. Whiting added: “If you
watch the video, Charles braked 175
metres from the chicane. I think he

was nursing the brakes abit. You can't
blame him, poorlad.”

Power fraction

Red Bull has estimated Daniel
Ricciardowon in Monaco with a
carthatwas 25 per centdown on
power. “He lost about 25 per cent
of the power of the engine,” said
Christian Horner. “And then,
because of the way these engines
work, his rear brake temperatures
are going through the roof. We
saw it with Lewis Hamilton and
Nico Rosberg a few years backin
Montreal. He’s having to cool the
brakes, cool the car, lifting off to do
that. He couldn’t make a mistake.”

Sainz disaster

Carlos Sainz says his 10th place in
Monaco felt like a “disaster”. Sainz
started from eighth but struggled with
his tyres after trying to make a set of
ultrasoft Pirellis last 63 laps. “Scoring
justa pointfeels very bad,” he said. “It's
very bitter. | think the race was a disaster
fromthe start. Even though I was saving
tyres, the fronts degraded alot and the
decision to go to ultrasofts onlap 15
was not the most appropriate.”

RIVERSHIT OUT:A
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Race format in question
after lacklustre GP

E By Robert Ladbrook

Drivers have questioned
Monaco’s suitabilityas a
modern Formula 1venue
afteralack of action led
tosome labelling last
weekend’s grand prix as the
“most boring race ever”.

A combination of the slow-
speed nature of the Monte
Carlotrack and Pirelli’snew
hypersoft tyre compound
meantthattheracebecame
moreabout conservation.

Daniel Ricciardoled home
atopsix that wasunchanged
fromits qualifying order, as
nearly all the drivers opted for
aone-stop strategy. Aswell as
losingaround 25 per cent of his

engine power due to an energy
recovery issue, Ricciardo
lapped around nine seconds
slower than his qualifying
pace and still won.

McLaren’s Fernando Alonso
was the most scathing. The
Spaniard ran seventh before
retiring with a gearbox failure.

When asked what he thought
aboutracingat Monaco with
the current, wider more
powerful F1 cars, Alonso said:
“It’sextremely boring.Imean,
thisis probably the most
boringrace ever. Withouta

safety car, without yellow flags,

the sportneedstothink alittle
about the show because thisis
very disappointing. Probably

themostboringraceeverinF1.
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“MONA

“Butit’s Monaco, that’s the
way itis. Wejust startin our
qualifying position and werun
untilthe chequered flagin that
position. We probably need to
give somethingtothefansat
theend of therace,justto
pay theticketback alittle.”

Alonso’scomments are
telling considering he opted
toskipthisracelastyearto
instead take partin the Indy
500in America,aracethathe
labelled “the raceof theday”
on his Twitter feed on Sunday.

Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton
was also frustrated, having
pitted onlap 12 before nursing
asetof ultrasoft tyresfor
66laps. After admittingto
“literally cruising” formuch

of therace, Hamilton
suggested ashake-uptothe
Monaco weekend was needed.
“It[Monaco] hasthe biggest
build-up andis the most special
raceof theyear, butit’'sa
shamethattheraceisn’tas
excitingasthe spectacleand
thetrackis,” hesaid. “Maybe
it’sgotto be a different format
here?It’s got to be more mixed-
up. Look at NASCAR-they
throw out a bunch of safety
carsfornoreason tobunchthe
pack up. Or maybe weneed two
races here? But that wasjust
thelongest 78lapsever.”
KimiRaikkonen added:
“Qualifying dictates most
things here. Notalot happens.
Thestartisthenextdeciding

Photos: LAT
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part, then whoeverisin front
dictatesthespeed. Thereneeds
tobe amassive mistaketoget g |
past. Weend upjustdriving ﬂ'
around. Notthe most exciting.”
Ricciardosaid hefeltthe
nature of the circuit was more
toblame than the new softer
tyres, which will also be used
atthenextracein Canada.
“Becauseit’satight circuit
you can take the p*ssalittle
bit with goingslow,” he said.
“There were times when I was
really cruising, but the circuit
allows you to do that, because
it’sthathard to overtake.
“Idon’tthink we’ll be able to
settleinto thatkind of rhythm
ataplacelike Montreal.Ithink
it’smore circuit dependent.”

Verstappen must stamp out mistakes, says Red Bull after his costly accident
Sacrificed Stoff
Stoffel Vandoorne reckons Max Verstappen has sufficient for him to miss grand prix, and that will He needs to be more patient,
McLaren sacrificed his Monaco admitted that he needs to qualifying, denying the Red hurt him because youdon’t judge the situations better.”
GP strategy to favour Fernando stamp out costly mistakes, Bull team a potential front- get many chances to win Verstappen, who fought
Alonso. The Belgian was just such as his practiceaccident = row lockout after both cars Monaco. He needs tolearn from the back of the grid
outside the top 10 when he made a that denied his Red Bull had looked unbeatable fromitandstop makingthese toninth,said: “Deep down
later pitstop than hisimmediate Racing team a potential around the Principality. errors. I hope [this crash I’'m disappointed as we could
rivals, while Alonso was broughtin 1-2 finish in Monaco. Team head Christian forces himtolearn],because = have had much better if
and rejoined in clean airin front The Dutchman hit Horner said: “This place Idon’t know what else will.” Ihadn’t made the mistake.
of the sister car. When asked if his the barriers hard at the bites hard and he [Max] got Helmut Marko added: “I Ihavelearned throughout
strategy was called to boost Swimming Pool section after  bitten hard in a session that think he [Max]isnot patient = my career thatitis easy
Alonso, Vandoorne said: “It feels initially clipping the inside doesn’treally count for enough. He wants always to afterwards to say it could i ! g
thatway. We should have pitted five barrier and breaking his anything. He’sin a car bethefastest, buttheresultis havebeenlike this or that, e . q
Verstappen: practice woe

laps earlier. Disappointing.” steering. The damage was capable of winning this only when you cross theline. butIhave tolook at myself.”
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Will Power took hismaiden
Indianapolis 500 victory and
the 17th winin the event for
Penske after asix-lapdash
totheflag, after Tony
Kanaan’slate crash caused
the seventh cautioninan
attrition-filled race.
Powermade hisfinal stop
onlap171of 200running
aconventional five-stop
strategy like most of his
rivalfrontrunners.

ButKanaan’sspinand crash
atTurn2opened thedoortothe

three one-off entries of Oriol
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Servia, Jack Harvey and Stefan
Wilson-who sat outlast year for
Fernando Alonsotorace.

Onthefinal restart, Power was
abletobide histime, passing
Servia, then takingthelead
again when Harvey and Wilson
were unable to stretch their fuel
sufficiently tomake theflag.

“It’soverwhelming, amazing,”
said Power. “It’s funny, you
forget where you are, you're
soimmersedintherace. You
don’tevenrealise.

“Onthe whiteflaglapIstarted
screamingbecause I knewIwas

‘Lundqvist takes
another victory’

British F3 report, p24

goingtowinit. Unbelievable,
I'venever beensoexcited.”
Polesitter Ed Carpenter and
Power led the most laps of the
race, but Power was able to
largely take control of the
racefrom the ECR team owner
before the midway distance.
Thetwolargely matched
each otherinstintlength,
but Carpenter hadno
answer to Powerlate on
and finished second.
“ThefirstrestartThad behind
[Power]Thad agoodrun, Ithink
Icould have passed him,and I

Maiden Indy 500
victory for Power

waslike Tlljustsithereand
savefuel’and work on himon
theexchange,” said Carpenter.

“And then we got all those
yellows [near theend]. Thenit
madeitnotafuelraceany more.

“Sothat’stheone momentin
hindsight thatIkick myself,
butatthatmomentitseemed
liketheright decision.”

Danica Patrick started seventh
inherfinal career race butfell
totheoutside fringes of the
top 10 before she spun at Turn
2 andinto the wall before
half distance.

OUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Joe Gibbs Racing’s Kyle Busch
dominated the NASCAR Cup
race at Charlotte to pick up his

Starting from pole position,
Busch led 377 of the race’s 400
laps to take his first victory at

calendar he had not previously
won a points-scoring race at...
Alex Peroni and Charles Milesi both

fourth series win of the season.

Charlotte, the only circuit on the

: tookavictory and runner-up spot

: during the two Formula Renault

: Eurocup races at Monaco.

: Championship leader Yifei Ye

: claimedtwo fourth places to extend
: hislead over Christian Lundgaard. ..
: Nick Yelloly claimed a lights-to-
: flagvictoryin the sole Porsche

: Supercupracein Monaco,

: ahead of reigning champion

: andcurrentseries leader,

* Michael Ammermuller,and

: Dylan Pereira... The World

: Endurance Championship’s LMP1
: privateers have been handedapower : |
: reduction for the Le Mans test day

: nextmonth. They will be allowed

: 108 kilogrammes of petrol per hour
: ratherthan the 110kg/hr atwhich

: theyracedin Belgium. The fuel flow
: rateforthe Toyota TSO50 HYBRID
: remains unchanged...

: Buschwon Coca-Cola 600

Step down: Smith will stop
with factory Bentley drive

Smith eyes future British GT career

Le Mans 24 Hours winner
Guy Smith expectsto
continueracing, maybein
British GT, after stepping
down from the factory
M-Sport Bentley team.
The43-year-old Briton,
who won Le Mans with
Bentley in 2003, raced
forthefinaltimeasa
Bentley factory driver
in the Blancpain GT
Series Endurance Cup at
Silverstone but hassaid he
couldimaginereturningto
the cockpit atalowerlevel.

Norris extends F2 standings lead [T
Afteranightmare Intheracehestarted DRIVER |PTS
weekend for hisrivals, onsupersoft tyresand LandoNorris |98
LandoNorrisextended  multiplesafety cars Artem Markelov |71
his Formula 2titlelead played tohisfavour. He AlexanderAlbon |71
atMonacolastweekend, punted Ralph Boschung George Russell |62
althoughhealso at Anthony Noghes, Jack Aitken 49
suffered two crashes, a earningadrivethrough, Nyckde Vries |46
drivethrough penalty butrecovered to sixth.
and avirtual safety car “Ineedtoapologise
infringement. toRalph,Idon’t want standings, 27 points
Norrisapologised to towipeanyoneoutas behind Norris.
“I'mnotable to devote his Carlin team after a thatmakes melook Alexander Albon
thetime thatIbelieveis crashin qualifyingleft bad,” hesaid. crashedinto Nyck de
necessary to thiskind of him 17th on the grid. Inthesprintracehe Vries at the pitlane
programme, butIcould He’d attempted totake took third after being entry whileleading the
imagineracinginaless- the SwimmingPool second ontheroad. He Dutchman,andboth
pressured environment,” sectionflat,butcarried  exceeded the virtual failed to score points
said Smith. toomuch speedinto safety car limit by over over bothraces.
“If it was goingtobein theexitand crashed. asecond, which when George Russell
GTs, it would have to L applied dropped him crashed twice, while his
beaBentleyandIcould behind Louis Deletraz. team-mate Jack Aitken
imagineracinginthe Ferrari junior Antonio wasrobbed of a good
British GT Championship, Fuocowon therace. result when a throttle
Pirelli World Challenge, Artem Markelov won pedal sensor broke
the Blancpain GT Series thefeatureraceand when he started second
Asia, or something Crash for Norris takessecondinthe for the sprintrace.
like that.”
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ROWLINS
“Mika is the
essence of a
world champion”

nd to think we used
toregard him as not
much of a talker. Mika
Hakkinen, thatis, the
highest-altitude of all
those fabulous Flying
Finns —in F1, atleast, if notin rallying,
where four-time champion Tommi
Makinen reigns supreme.

Back in the day, when Mika was (probably)
the fastest thing on the planet (we're talking
'98-2000, when he won back-to-back titles
and was only robbed of a triple by Mercedes
engine unreliability), media types used to
categorise him as a driver ‘to write about;,
not one ‘to interview".

This, because Mika was famously
guarded and wary of misinterpretation by
unscrupulous hacks. Only those very few
who gained his trust and who were allowed a
glimpse into the world of this funny, intelligent
and (of course) stunningly fast driver saw a
different side to the otherwise inscrutable
racing automaton.

Matt Bishop, esteemed former editor of
MN's sister title F1 Racing (aka ‘my old boss’)
was one such and he'd regale those of us who
worked alongside with tales of ice-lake diving
in Mika’s native land and improbable vodka-
thawed evenings around a snowy campfire,
somewhere up in the arctic circle.

For most of us, however, ‘The Hakk'’
remained an impenetrable racing edifice —
someone to admire and respect, not warm to.

But — news justin —Mika's changed. Or,
rather, the force field he generated around
himself to race successfully against —and
beat — Michael Schumacher in his prime,
has been switched off, now that he no longer
faces that unenviable task week-in, week-out.
Modern Mika, a Monaco resident, with several
children and a fulfilled post-competition
lifestyle, is a happy man and, against all
expectations, a garrulous partner in light-
hearted interviews, such as that conducted
by F1R over the Monaco weekend.

He'd stationed himself at Tabac for this
year's F1 extravaganza, on ayacht upon the
decks of which was mounted his '98 Monaco
GP-winning McLaren MP4-13.

Quite the statement foraman once
regarded as reticent and ill-disposed to
public displays of any kind. And from
here Mika was more than comfortable in
answering questions about his near-fatal
'95 Australian GP shunt, his fondness
for tortoises and the time his ex-Lotus
team-mate Johnny Herbert tried to join him
in a bath, while they were ‘roomies’ at the
French GP.

It's very easy, now, to reappraise Hakkinen
and view him just as the sunny guy he
probably always was, but who hid his light in
order to be able to race at ‘maximum attack’
Very welcome that new prismiis, too.

But let's never forget that flashing sliver
blade of aracer, well capable of beating
anyone for speed and who, for a certain
generation of fan (yes, 'self included),
represents the very essence of what it
means to be a world champion racing driver.

2 AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Unlucky Gamble

Tom Gamble had a weekend to forget
in BRDC British F3 at Snetterton,
taking a best result of eighth in the
opener. The Fortec-run reigning
Ginetta Junior champion admitted
he was chasing set-up throughout,
but his weekend nose-dived when
he was involved in a collision with
Nicolai Kjaergaard at Turn 3 which
put them both out of race two. Race
three ended with 16th place and

he drops from third to fourth in the
standings, and is now 102 points
off leader Linus Lundqvist.

Monger’s commentary
Billy Monger described his debut outing
inthe commentary booth as “really
enjoyable” after joining Richard John Neil
for the Thruxton British Formula 4 races.
The Carlin BRDC British F3 driver raced
in British F4 last year before his Donington
Park accident, and deputised for Phil
Glew, who was busy racing in the

GT Cup. Monger said: “It was really
enjoyable — it was a bit last minute, but |
like the Thruxton circuit and there’s good
racing so | thought why not?”

Collard exclusion
Jordan Collard had to start from the
back of the grid in the first Mini
Challenge JCW encounter at
Snetterton after a paperwork error
meant he failed post-qualifying
scrutineering. Collard qualified on
pole by 0.646s, but was excluded
from qualifying and handed a 10s
penalty for the first race because
there was an error with one of

the tyre serial numbers on his
paperwork. Despite the setback,
Collard climbed from 28th to 15th
in race one, and was sixth in the
second race.

The first Masters Endurance Legends race to take
placeinthe UK got offto a dramatic startat Brands
Hatchlastweekend.Onlap two, David Porter’s
Peugeot 908 LIMIP1 car collided with Niki Leutwiler’s
ORECA 03 LMP2 (222) at Hawthorns. Alengthy safety
carperiod followed with the race eventually won by
another908-driven by formexrFormulaFord and
1994 Formula Renault UKrunner-up Rui Aguas.The
series caters for prototype and GT cars from 1995 to
2012 and will also visit the Silverstone Classicin July.

VW confusion

There was confusion in the second
Snetterton Volkswagen Racing Cup
race when the chequered flag was
waved early. Martin Depper crossed
the line at the end of lap nine and was
greeted with the chequered flag, only
foritto be brought in before others
passed. That left Depper slowing once
he crossed the line, while others
continued racing. Jamie Bond passed
him and finished lap 10 ahead of Depper.
Race officials acknowledged the error
and put the result back alap to allow
Depperto keep the win.

Wehb finally makes British F3 debut at Snetterton

Harry Webb made his BRDC British
Formula3debutat Snetterton last
weekend—-andishopingtobeableto
complete the season.

The21-year-old former British F4 driver
joined Chris Dittmann Racingfor his
local circuit, taking two fifth places and
anl1lth.

Testing on Thursday was hisfirst outing
inthe carsince the media day and pre-
season test after a sponsor pulled outand

prevented him from starting the season.

“It’sbeen better thanIthought,” he said.
“Theracingis hard because alot of people
have gottwo years’ experience already
and donealot of testing.

“Wearejust gettingmore confidence
with the car,and with a bitmoreracing
that willcome.”

Webbis continuing to work on
sponsorship, which he hopes will enable
himtofinish the season.

Webb claimed two
fifths on F3 debut

George set to complete whole of Silverstone 500 GT race - in two different cars

The Invictus Games Racing team will
expand tofield a third carin British
GT’s showpiece Silverstone 500 event
next month, with driver Matt George
settoracein two of them.

Inaddition toits two Jaguar F-type
SVR GT4s, the team will also run
an Aston Martin Vantage GT4 for
SuperDry founder James Holder,
who backs the team.

George has been along-term team-

mate to Holder since he started racing,

and will share the Aston alongside
his current commitments with the
F-type with Steve McCulley.

“Wehad to goand get signed
permission from all of the other
teams to allow Matt torace both
cars—he’ll essentially be doing the
whole three hours so he’ll be
knackered by the end!” said
team head James Appleby.

“James wanted to bring his Aston out,
also wanted to share with Matt, butalso

didn’t want to disrupt Matt’s
programme with the Invictus guys,
so thisisthe solution.

“It’l1 be a big challenge for Matt
because the Aston and the Jag couldn’t
be more different. We also have the
challenge of having to coordinate
pitstops so Matt can hop out of one
car and straightinto the other,
otherwise we could have a car sat
there for three minutes without a
second driverready.”

Invictus Racing squad will expand to run Aston alongside its Jaguars

Team BRIT made GT debut at Oulton and will tackle Le Mans supportrace

Team BRIT expects to have GT3 Aston Martin race ready hy end of the season

Team BRIT expects to have a GT3
Aston Martin ready torace by
the end of the year.

The team —-made up of disabled
competitors-madeits GT racing
debut in the Aston Martin Owners’
Club-run GT Challenge at Oulton
Park earlier this monthina
GT4 Aston Martin, with Warren
McKinlay and James Hill
finishing fourth.

More GT4 outings are planned
later in the year, including visits

tothe 24-hour races at both the
Circuit of the Americas and
Portimao, but a step up to GT3 is
now planned for next season with
the team targeting a Le Mans 24
Hour entry in 2020.

McKinlay, a former RAF recovery
mechanic, said: “The [GT3] car is
stillin build but we think it should
be ready before the end of the year.

“We’ve been in talks with AMR

[Aston Martin Racing] and Prodrive,

and it’s all about testing the new

hand controls first. What’s amazing
isjust how quickly the project has
progressed. It’s actually easier to
drive these cars because they’re so
much more advanced than what
we’re used toin Fun Cup.”

® Team BRIT has had its place

on the grid for the Aston Martin
Le Mans Festival race confirmed.
McKinlay and Jamie Falvey will
take partin the 50-minute support
race to the 24 Hours next month in
the GT4 car.
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Neary will share with Christodoulou
Neary to make British GT
return at Silverstone

The Team ABBA Mercedes-AMG
GT3willreturntothe British GT
Championship for a one-off outingin the
showpiece event at Silverstone this year.

Richard Neary will share the car with
works driver Adam Christodoulou for
the three-hour Silverstone 500 on June
9/10.It will be the team’s first appearance
of the season, having switched to Britcar
asitsmain programme.

“I'mjustpickingand choosingraces
thisyearasIcan’t committhe time fully
and to be competitive in British GT you
havetotestabout twice before each
round,” said Neary.

“My 16-year-old son Sam hasjust got
hisracelicence sowe’llbe doinga lot of
sprintracestryingtogethimuptoan
International Clicence so we can go
andsharea GT4carinthe Creventic
24 Hours of Barcelonain September.

“Silverstone willbeabit of fun.It’'sa
greattrack and Adamisatop, top driver,
sowe’llsee how we go. Butit’lllikely
justbeaone-off.”

Hammond to race Alfa
in HRDC Touring Greats

Double Stock Hatch champion
Pip Hammond will team up
with his former Porsche 924
rival Steve Potts for a wildcard
appearance in the HRDC
Touring Greats at Brands
Hatch this weekend, sharing
the former Boxster champion’s
Alfa Romeo Giulia Super in

the pre-1963 class.

Hammond was approached
for a one-off race by the HRDC
regular shortly after the recent
Citroen C1 24 Hour race at
Rockingham, in which they
were team-mates for South
Hurst Engineering.

“It’s been a goal of mine to break
into the historic racing world
and my ambition has always
been torace at Goodwood, so this
isthefirst step on thatladder,”
said the PDC Racing driver.

It will be Hammond’s fourth
different racing venture this
year, having already competed
in Classic Stock Hatch, the C1
endurancerace, and the
European Late Model Series,
with a fifth coming in the TWP
Mazda MX-5 at the Rockingham
round of Club Enduro.
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By KerryDunlop

Lydden Hill’s ambitious plans for
a £6 million investment to help the
circuitgrow and develop for the
future were refused by Dover District
Council’s planning committee ata
meeting last Thursday.
Theoriginal plans were submitted
in 2015and there have been many
re-submissionsrequired in the meantime.
The proposalincluded provision for
grandstands, twonew hospitality
buildings and an admin block, anew

Gilmour will compete in a DPE Motorsport-entered Alfa Giuliettain TCRUK

scrutineering bay, 14 engineering
workshopsand improvedaccess
from the A2motorway.

Extra “non-noisy” days would have
allowed for police advanced driver
training, cycleracing, show-jumping
and other similar events to supplement
the current track activities.

“Obviously we’re upset that the
committee are small-mindedin the
way that they thought we could manage
things going forward, but we proved
that we're basically good people over
thelast couple of years and everyone

M Plans included
§ hospitality centre

seemed to be happy,” said Lydden
owner Pat Doran. “I’ve now got to
spend afew months thinking what
the way forward is for the circuit.

“I've gotnointention of stopping
atthemoment, with the supportthat
Lydden’s got around the world with
rallycross and clubracing,Icouldn’t
doit. It doesn’t earn any money butas
longasitbreaks even, we’d be happy
with that.

“There’sdefinitely more things we
could do going forward, we’ve probably
spentabout £300,000 over thelast

18 months developing thingslike
toiletsand cafesandit’smadeita
morefriendly placetobe.”
Thehearingattracted plenty of
attention. The usual council chamber
was full to capacity and an overflow of
25peoplehad tobeaccommodatedin
anadjoiningroom with anaudio link.
Racingreturnsto Lydden Hill on
July 8 with ameeting organised by the
Classic Touring Car Racing Club. Two
more meetingsremain after thatin
Augustand November.
Additionalreporting by Hal Ridge

Former karting star Gilmour takes Moffat’s TCR drive

Former karter Robert Gilmour will
take Aiden Moffat’s place alongside
Derek Palmer Jr for the remainder
of the TCR UK season.

British Touring Car driver Moffat
and his Laser Tools Racing team
withdrew from T'CR UK after the
lastround, after “losing confidence
in the organisers” following anumber
of incidents over the first four races.

Gilmour —who was a frontrunnerin
the BRDC Stars of Tomorrow karting
seriesadecade ago—will drive an
Alfa Romeo Giulietta under the DPE
Motorsport banner, starting from the

originally went over to Italy to test
the car, so I’'ve been part of the project
from the very start,” said Gilmour.
“I've watched the TCR International
Series grow and I was with Derek at
Silverstone and Knockhill, so I know
allabout TCR UK and whereit’s going.”
Organisers expect the highest
number of cars so far, at Brands this
weekend. All 11 cars from Knockhill
are set to compete again, while the two
Maximum Motorsport SEAT Leon
Cupras of Stewart Lines and Carl Swift
will return after converting from DSG
tosequential gearboxes. A new driver

Brands Hatch races this weekend.
“Iwas one of the three drivers who

isalsoinadvanced talks tojoin the grid
and which could take it to 14 entries.

Cumming targets return to action in next SMRC meeting after frightening crash

Scottish Saloon and Sportscars driver Ron
Cummingis planningtobe back behind the
wheel at the next Scottish Motor Racing
Clubmeeting, despite a frightening
145mph crash at Knockhill recently.

Nemesis kit car driver Cumming clipped
the BMW Z3 of Scott Duthie when
attempting an overtake on the approach to
the hairpin - which was the first corner
with the circuit beingruninreverse
formation -in the second race on May 6.
This sent Cumming onto the grass, with
his car rolling multiple times before

comingtoarestupside down in the gravel
atthe hairpin. He was taken to hospital
but escaped seriousinjury.

“Itwasjustaracingincident,” said
Cumming. “Tjust happened to catch
him when Iwastravellingat 145mph,
twoinchestothe side and it would’'ve
kept me out of trouble!

“Knockhill did afabulous job-everyone
wasintheright positionsand an
ambulance took me to hospital because
they were worried about concussion.

“I've got to thank the car’s designer Paul

Gibson -there was nothing deformed in
the [structure of the] car atall. Itlooked
exciting for the spectators but the safety
cell of the Nemesisis pretty good.I’'m
working on the car now and hopefully I will
be outin the next meeting [on July 1].”

Cumming struggled to get away at the
start,leaving him to fight his back.

“I'’had an electrical problem and I think
the wiring failed in the relay and the fuel
pump shutdown,” he added. “I probably
should’ve been shown a bit more discretion
and waited to get through to the front.”

How Cumming’s Nemesis kit car looked before the massive accident
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O’BRIEN TORETURN
FOR UK OUTINGS

US driver eyes more races in the UK National Legends Championship
W gl '
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From: West Chiltington Car: Honda Integra
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Position: 13/1242in the rankings (as of May 23)
—

Rushworth has made a great startto Hot Hatch season

ritish club racing is the envy of
the world, nobody does it better
than us, more competitively or
more professionally.
lusedtodoalot oftrackdays, and

from the very back

American Jordan O’Brien says “Itisatotally different winandmakingalast-lapmove  laterthisyearthatI’dlovetobe

_ hehopestohavethe chanceto experience compared to the isagreatfeeling.” partof,” explained O’Brien. could often putinalap that raised
~ raceinthe UK againthisyear Legendsin the US,” said the O’Brienisleadingthe “Iwasasingle-seater person eyebrows. That was until 2012 when my best mate
after starringat Anglesey last Mainenative. LegendsINEX world atfirst, butbecauseIwas decided | needed to get out competitively in his
weekend inhis fhjst event ) Ashe wasa guest cpmpetitor champipnship as wgll as overweight, I cogldn’t fitinone! FIAMGB and see just how | would geton.
: outside of the United States. in the meeting, O BI.“len was state—w@e contestsin Neyv ' T'velost 30kg.m. the lasp Igot my licence, boughtallthe gear, satin his caratthe
The 19-year-old took partas obliged tostartlastineveryrace, Hampshireand Connecticut, sixmonths anditis definitely . X
aguest competitorinthe UK butdidnotletthishinder him. and hopestoreturntothe UK somethingI’d be keento get maugural MGB50 celebrationrace at Castle Combe and

stuckit on pole, among arguably the fastest MGB racers
inthe UK. The race didn't go so welland | aquaplaned
off at Quarry when Poseidon decided | needed an extra
challenge. We were running on semi-bald Dunlop CR65s
as our budget just didn't stretch to new tyres for the race.

From that point forward, | was determined to win
anythingl entered, and we did just that. WWhen | say
‘we’ | mean family, friends and sponsors that allow me
to do what I've gone to bed dreaming about since | was
five. Club racing is almost always a family affair, and
it's amazing to see how it brings families together.

I ran my first full season in the MG Metro Cupin 2014,
andin 2016 | was champion after coming second
twoyearsinarow.

For2017 Imoved onto the newly relaunched 750MC
Hot Hatch Championship. It ticked all the boxes with
freedom to build a car to basic power-to-weight rules. This
meant | could build a competitive car on a small budget.

I chose the Honda Integra DC2 asiit is a well-known
platform for handling, a wealth of parts are available and
it's light. Regulations allowed me to cramin the later K20
Honda engine which is unbeatable for bhp/£ in stock trim.
I ran a basic stock engine up to 240bhp, worked closely
onthe gearratios, weight and the chassis. It was atough

back into.Thave tried a USF2000
carinthepast,and maybe the
MazdaRoad toIndy is something
we can aimforinthefuture.”

soon, dependingonraising
budget tofund the trips.
“There’sthe American
SpeedFestat Brands Hatch
LTV PRI T ol ™

“Itwasan awesome
experience,” hesaid. “Tostart
deadlastand comethrough
thefield, comingaway with the

National Legends series, and
cameaway with tworace wins,
three further podiumsanda
seventh place from the six races.

Burton eyes title challenge in 750MC Locost

thatImight have achancethis
year,” Burton said.

“Idid abit of sprinteventslast
yearinaToyota MR2and Idid
quite well. ButIreally wanted to go
wheel-to-wheel with other cars.

“Idon’thaveahugebudget, Ijust
turnupateachround and domy
best.Ican’t waitto get to Pembrey
nextmonth.”

The Camberley local believes
the 750MCis the best place tomake
hisfirstforay into circuitracing.
“It’sagreatchampionshipanda
fantastic club. The ethos of
affordableracingreally ringstrue
andthesocialside of itisequally
good too,” Burton said.

Former Sprintracer Mark Burton
hassethissightson winning
the 750 Motor Club Locost
Championship after claiming
atriple victory at Croft
last weekend.
Burton only madehis circuit
racingdebutat the opening
round at Castle Combe in
April, but surprised many by
winningthe secondrace.
Hethen backed up his form
with another win at Brands
Hatch before takinga clean-sweep
atthelatestround.
“I'mtryingnottothink aboutthe
championship butImustadmitit’s
comingtothe front of my mind

Three wins at Croft have put Burtonin the Locost title battle

Raven gets the hall rolling with US victory

Afteraturbulentopening
weekend in F4 United States
Championship, 2014 Formula
Ford Festival winner James
Ravenis confident of fighting
for thetitle after taking hisfirst
racewinatRoad America
earlier thismonth.

Portsmouth driver Raven
crashedin qualifyingand
ranwideinone of theraces
compromising his chances
at Virginia International
Raceway last month, buthe
took two seconds and a win
earlier thismonth tosit thirdin
the standings.

His victory cameunder the
safety car, butadaringmove
onthepenultimatelap
promoted him from third to
firstin asingle corner.

“We’lltakeit,” said DEForce
Racingdriver Raven. “We were
edgingaway before the safety
car butitstill would have been

nicetoracetothefinish.
I'mreally happy with the
weekend, we took the most
pointsfrom the weekend, in
the championship we went
fromninth to third and 28
points behind theleader.

“I'mlookingforward to
therestof the yearasthe
championshipisreally tight.”

Benjamin Pedersen and
Dakota Dickerson won the
otherraces, while the highest
finishing Brits behind Raven
were Matthew Cowley and
Teddy Wilson.

The series uses the Crawford
F4-16 chassis witha Honda
engine. The nextround is Mid
Ohioon June28-July1.

@ MotorsportIreland’s Young
RacingDriver of the Year for
2017, Jordan Dempsey, will
movefrom US F4-havingonly
competed at the opening
meeting—to Chinese F4.

. Brit Morley will
gun for glory

Superkart rockets to stun at Donington Park

Thefastest Superkarts descend
on Donington Park this weekend
forthe MSA British Superkart

Grand Prix and opening rounds of
the CIK-FIA European Superkart

Championship.
Headingthelistisreigning
champion Peter Elkmann from

Germany, who has already taken

wins at Paul Ricard and Dijon
aspartof the French series. The
British challenge will come from
Liam Morley and Daniel Clark.
Morley had two winsrecently

at Silverstoneand setanew lap

record around the Grand Prix
circuit, while Clark will be using
his Anderson VM for thefirst
time this season.

Thereare alsoroundsof the MSA
British Superkart Championship
where four-time champion Paul
Platthashad five wins sofar this
season, while Morley isunbeaten
inthe F125 Open class.

The Grand Prix for all of the
Superkart classes takes place on
Sunday afternoon. Morley has
collected the most wins, seven, in
the history of the Grand Prix.

’ﬁ,

year with a big oversteer bias that | had to fight through,
but we got afew wins, stayed on the podium and the
title came down to the final race —and | almost won it.

Now the grids are at capacity for this year. We have a
slightly upgraded K24 engine, revised rear suspension,
arearwing and anew tyre sponsor. Honing the fine
details of brake balance, rear roll stiffness and
kinematics has worked wonders.

Atthefirst race at Brands Hatch we knocked
1.9 seconds off our previous year's lap record in
qualifying witha51.9s lap, and took pole by 1.7
seconds. The race was going amazingly and we had
aseven-second lead by lap five when the red flags
came out. Onthe restart, an earthing issue prevented
the starter from working and we had to geta bump
from pitlane. Despite the rough start, the carisina
perfect state to mount a super-strong challenge and
I'm full of confidence for the season ahead.

See how Ben Rushworth is doing on

this week’s National Driver Rankings:
nationaldriverrankings.co.uk
Forallyour motorsport insurance needs,
visit Grove & Dean Motorsport Insurance:
grove-dean-motorsport.com

ARE YOUIN THE NATIONAL DRIVER RANKINGS?

Email national@motorsport.com to have your story here
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GARETH
BURNETT

All-rounder in historics
Bge: 55 Lives: Newmarket

He’sraced alotof
modern cars

“lwas bornin Belfast butI've been
over here for 35 years. | did some
racing in Ireland when | could afford
it. Since | came to England I've
done Formula Ford, Formula Ford
2000, ARP Formula 3, which Iwon
in 1996, and then National Saloons
and into historics as we getolder.”

He tried hishand at
historics

“My firsttime in historics was 1997.
The guy who lived in the next village
tous, John Ruston, had a Talbot that
he wanted to run at the Coys
Meeting at Silverstone. Initially my
thought was ‘no, | don't drive old
cars' Butlhad afree weekend and
went along and by afluke of chance
we won the race. That was good
fun so we decided to do a bit more.”

Theyprepare race cars
“Twenty years later I'm still involved
with John and Talbots. Pace
Products is my business and we do
restorations, race preparation and
rebuilds from pre-war cars right
through. We specialise in the Talbot
team cars and I've known Talbots all
my life. My grandfather and my
father both had Talbots, so there is
aconnection.”

He races extensively

“In the workshops we've got
Abarths, Chevrons, Elvas, Lotuses
and agreat mixture. Then | getto
race some of them as well. As long
asyou stay near the frontand have
achance of winning, it's enjoyable.”

He alsodoesvintage
rallies

“In April we did the Flying
Scotsman rally for vintage cars and
won itforthe third time in six years.
It's totally different to racing but still
very competitive and very intense.
You are on itall the time with no
relent. Driving over the Yorkshire

March 722 will
return to the track

ByPaul Lawrence

lllllﬂll ,
STARIATT

FamousiformulayZechassisiwilliumansothianniversaryjevent

after Lauda finished third

The Formula 2 March 722
raced by Niki Lauda in 1972
will returntoracingin

the historic single-seater
races at Thruxton.
Chassis5has spentmany
yearsin Australia buthasbeen
broughtback tothe UK by
ex-pat Stephen Weller and he

Europe this weekend during

willraceitat Thruxton, 46 years

behind the similar cars of
Ronnie Peterson and Francois
Cevertin the Easter Monday
European F2raceatthe
Hampshire track. Three days
earlier, on Good Friday, Lauda
won around of the British F2
Championshipintherainat
Oulton Park.

After Laudaraced thecarin
1972it spent some time
hillclimbing and was later

SIMARCI

believed to have been part of
James Hunt’s estate when he
diedin 1993. It went to Australia
nearly 20 yearsagoand has
beenraced from time to time.

“Itgot covered up and putin
the back of a workshop, four
doorsup from mein Sydney, so
Iknewit wasthere,” said
Weller, who acquired itin time
for the Phillip Island Classicin
March. “I’'veneverraced at
Thruxton before.”

IRUXTON,

‘Salonen will be
back in 205 T16’

WRC champ returns, below

Photos: Paul Lawrence

110

The March, runningin period
STPlivery,arrived inthe UK
last week after two months at
seaand Wellerisnow
re-preparingit for this
weekend. He then planstorace
itonthe Silverstone GP Circuit
two weeks later.

“Weare only the custodians
of these cars,” said Weller.
“They shouldn’tbein
museums, they should be out
ontrack.”

Models like the 105 are in

Invitation-only race for classic Alfas could lead to new series

Aninvitationracefor classicand
historic AlfaRomeos from 1950-"70
will berun at Donington Park in
October and could be the catalyst
foraseriesin2019.

The Historic Racing Drivers’
Club will promote the 30-minute
race on October 14. It will be staged

asascratchrace, with classes for
production, track modified and
fullrace cars.

HRDC founder Julius Thurgood
said: “The ethos behind this
invitationraceistopromotea
possible seriesin 2019, which will
champion closeracingwithina

proper historic formatfor classic
Alfa Romeos from three decades.”
Theseriesisopentoall Alfa
Romeo 750,101, 105and 116-series
cars, spanning an early Giulietta
Berlinato afour-cylinder Alfetta
GTV oran AlfaSud, competing
alongside Bertone GT coupes.
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Thruxton special
The Woodcote Trophy and Stirling
Moss Trophy will join together at
Thruxton this weekend to provide
a stunning grid of more than 30
cars fortwo half-hourraces. The
earlier cars contest the Woodcote
Trophy where the Jaguar D-type of
the Pearson brothers takes on
Chris Ward’s Cooper Jaguar. The
Bryant Lotus 15 goes up against
various Listers in the Moss series
for late 1950s sports-racers.

Boyds in Ulster

Ireland’s rallying brothers Derek and
Adrian Boyd will be back on familiar
special stages when they take partin
the Titanic Deja Vu Ulster retrospective
event on September 1. Derek will drive
a 1980 Porsche 911 and Adrian his
1971 Alpine Renault A110,inthe
cavalcade of cars on the 140-mile
route through the Antrim Glens.

Williams on show
Two significant Williams F1
cars will be on show at this
year’s Shelsley Walsh Classic
Nostalgia (July 28/29). Nigel
Mansell’s F1 World Championship
winning FW14B from 1992 and
lastyear’s FW40, as driven by
Felipe Massa and Lance
Stroll, will be displayed in the
F1 Paddock as the event
celebrates Formula 1 history
through the years.

No SuperTourers

The Super Touring races planned

for Thruxton this weekend have been
shelved due to lack of entries. Adozen
cars contested the season-opening
races at the Donington Historic Festival
and the series will now regroup before
the Legends of Brands Hatch meeting
andthe Silverstone Classic races.

Clark’s road sports
Former Formula Vee racer
Jeremy Clarkis mounting an
assaulton the 70s Road Sports
Championship this season

after acquiring the ex-Howard
Bentham Lotus Elan. “We spent
nine monthsrebuilding it,” said
Clark, who took a double win at
his home track of Snetterton. After
fourrounds, he now lies joint third
inthe points table.

Morgan’s Capri

Moors in open cars with only aero Salonen heads to Eifel Pearson makes FF2000 switch After leaving Thruxton 10 days ago as
screensin pouring rain all day you the pointsleader inthe BTCC, Adam
do startto think ‘why?™ The 1985 World Rally champion Timo Former Stock Hatch rebuildingthecar. Morgan will return to the Hampshire
Salonen will be back in a Peugeot 205 T16 and Ginettaracer “Wehaven’t tested it track this weekend to share the 1980
He took the Altarallying for the Eifel Rallye Festival (July 19-21). StuartPearson has muchanditisvery Ford Capri of Ric Wood in the pair of
“We diditinthe 1939 Alta thistime Salonen will join 1984 champion Stig switched to Historic different: the peoplein Historic Touring Car Challenge races.
andnoone has everrallied an Alta Blomgvist asone of the stars of the Formula Ford 2000 and the championship are Former BTCC racers Patrick Watts
before. We'd won itin the Talbots, German event. made his single-seater very friendly,” said (Ford Capri) and Steve Soper (Rover
sothis was anew challenge and it The Finn willdrive a205T16 E2replica debutrecently at Pearson aftertakinga Vitesse) are also among the entry.
didn't miss abeat. Butwe built by Erich Muller and Muller will Cadwell Park. pre’79class wininhis
punctured the fuel tank and ripped alsotake partinanewly-built Pikes “I'vebeenracingcars  firstrace. Spirit of Thruxton
awing off because there isn'tmuch Peak version of the 205T16. Salonen ‘3‘1 dio sonic since 2001 and before Pearson hasfinished A non-championship ‘Spirit of
ground clearance. This year we're first went to the Eifel eventin 2015and - thatIracedbikes,” said thecarinthecoloursof | Thruxton’single-seatergrid
going for a third win in the Talbot on was suitably impressed. the Holmfirth racer. He Audio Sonic, aperiod will be part of the circuit’s
the Alpine Trial in September. “Thisislikea classtrip,” hesaid. “Itis now hasthe ex-Seamus LolaT580livery from 50th anniversary meeting this
We're also racing the Alta this great toexperience how many young people DoyleLolaT580andhas  Holland that he spotted weekend. This race for up to two-
season and finished third in the areinterestedin our cars andstories.” Pearsonmadehisdebutat CadwellPark  spentthelasttwoyears ontheinternet. litre single-seaters takes in

Mad Jack race at Donington.”

Classic F3, Historic F2, Classic
and Historic FF2000s and Formula
Atlantics. Steve Worrad’s F2
Chevron B49 could set the pace.

Delta Corse F3 racer ready for long restoration in the UK

The soleremaining Delta entrusteditto Edginton Two chassis were thought to
Corse Formula3car from Racingforrestoration with have been built, but only one
1977isnow UK owned and an eventual plan of getting isbelieved to have survived.
destined for restoration after itrace-ready. “Itdidn’tdomuchin period
lyingunused for 40 years. The car was built by Italian and hasn’traced since1978,”
British enthusiast Thomas F3racer Cesare Doradofor said Hall. “It’s probably going
Hall spotted the project for the 1977 season with an totakeacouple of yearsto i -
Burnett races and rallies salein Denmark and has Alloni-tuned Toyota engine. restoreit.” The rare Toyota-powered F3 car

Worrad will have pace in F2
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Ogier last drove
for Citroen in 2011

CITA EN KEEN.
'OGIERBACK TO FRENCH TEAM

Team bosses looking ahead to a future without Meeke

ByDavid Evans

Citroenis ready to sitdown and
discuss a deal to bring Sebastien
Ogier back to Paris to replace Kris
Meeke in the C3 WRC next season.

Craig Breen and Mads Ostberg will
represent the French firm at the next
round in Sardinia, theItalianisland
event was always planned for Ostberg.
Beyond round seven, Citroen has three
weekstodecide who will driveitslead car
atRally Finland and potentially for the
restof the season. That won’t be Ogier,
whois committed to his contract with
the M-Sport Ford World Rally Team.

But Citroen team principal Pierre
Budarsaid he would be interested to sit
down and talk to thefive-time champion
about bringing him back for the first
timesince the Citroen-Ogier relationship
fellapartattheend of 2011.

Budartold MN: “Youcanimaginein
our situation we are goingto consider all
of the opportunities to have anew driver.

LOEB KEEPS UP HIS WORLD RX HOT STREAK AT SILVERSTONE > > OPAGE 22

“If you tell me Ogieris on the market
and Ogier can be interested by Citroen
then, of course, Iwould be interestedin
Sebastien Ogier. That’s for sure. But we
haveto consider all the opportunities.
We have to define our driver line-up for
nextyear.”

Meeke’sdeparture could force Citroen
intoasignificant U-turn where Ogier
isconcerned-PSA Group CEO Carlos
Tavarestold MN at the start of the season
thatthe firm wasn’t thinkingabout
bringing him back.

Asked in January why Citroen hadn’t
chased Ogier harder, Tavares said: “We
believe we have a great driver called
Kris Meeke. We love Mr Ogier, he’sa
greatchampion who werespectalot,
butat the end of the day we make our
decisions based on our strategy and
we take therisk of beingunpopular,
butthisisourstrategy.”

Post-Portugal, that strategy is clearly
beingrevised.

Ogier wasn’tthe only French Sebastien

beingtalked about for a possible full-
time return to Citroen. Sebastien Loeb
said Meeke’s position didn’t change his
feelings about his current programme.
Loebisscheduled to tackle Rally Spain
in October as part three of his three-
rally return for Citroen.

“Iam workingin the World Rallycross
championshipnow,” he said. “Idon’t
wanttodothisand WRC,Idon’thave
the motivation for that. For me, nothing
changes because Meeke isn’t driving for
Citroen.Idon’t want to put morerallies
into the calendar, I want to be more calm
and already Iam competing here [in
WRX] every two weeks and then we
have the testand the promotion. Like
Isay, nothing changes for me.Ido Spain,
like we plan, but that’sit.”

One of Budar’simmediate concerns
isthe ongoing development and
pre-event testing of the C3, both of
which had been led by Meeke.

“MaybeIcan help with a test or
something,” said Loeb, “maybe thisis

possible, but sofar thisisn’t something
we have spoken about.”

Loeb confirmed his deal with Peugeot
for WRX next seasonisnot yetin place,
butheadded: “We are talking about it
and thisisthepriority.”

Allowing Breen and Ostbergto see
the season out as the team’s two main
driversis a possibility —-Budar said
Sardinia would offer the chance to
assess that as a way forward.

“Let’s see what happens [in Sardinia].
We have to be careful for this, it’s not
an easy position for them [Breen and
Ostberg]. If we wantthem tolead the
team it can be quite difficult for them.

“Wedidn’t decide what to do for the
nextrallies [after Sardinia]. We have a
bit of time for the decision. We will have
tomake a decision for Finland before
the end of June. We have time to think
about the best scenario for us. We have a
few options, not many, but a few.

Let’s see what is the best choice for
us considering the situation and

consideringthat we have to prepare
fornextyear.”

Budar’stalk of Citroen’s 2019 WRC
effortcomes asarelief tothose who
feared Meeke’s departure could hasten
the exit of the team. Budar was insistent
that was not the case, adding: “This
decisionisnotlinked to any new
decision for next year. WhatI can tell
youaboutnext yearisthat Citroen will
beinvolved in WRC. It’snotlinked.”

Ostbergsaid his approach to Sardinia
wouldn’t change in light of the loss of
Meeke. The Norwegian will get two
daysinstead of a one-day testin Spain
in preparation for Alghero, but beyond
that he knows nothing of hisfuture
with the French marque.

“You know this was always an event
Iwas goingtodo,” Ostbergtold MN.
“Iunderstand there’s an opportunity
now and I will do my best for this.

“Ireally want to show the Citroen
team whatIam capable of and what
Icandoin Sardinia.”

The Strength of Experlence speedlln e
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‘The majority say Ogier |4 !
should get his points’ *

Interesting poll results, p16

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

REACTIONTO MEEKE BEING SACKED

Sebastien Loeb
“Idon’tthink they can winthe
championship with him [Meeke],
butalso they cannot win the
championship without him. For
sure, he crashed alot, but why
[did they sack him] now, | don'’t
know? I'm not the boss of
Citroen, sol can't say if lwould
have taken this decision or not.”

Pettex Solberg
“lwould never have done this in
the middle of the season, | don't
thinkthat's good for the team. Kris
gave everything he could, he gave
his best for the team. Of course
he was pushing and maybe he
was pushing allittle bit more than
whatthe carwas actually capable
of. When I looked to the car after
Portugal, it was almost as bad
asmy car after| crashedin
Germany [in 2004].”

Marcus Gronholm
“He has been driving for a lot of
years, but he is making some
mistakes and having some big
crashes. He can be quick on one
rally, butthen on the next one it's
boom, boom, boom. The car
looked really bad after this one. |
think Citroen got alittle bit scared.
It's not nice for himand I'm sure
comes as a shock, but you know
the manufacturers, they can't
afford this kind of thing anymore.”

DaniSordo
viaTwitter

“Allmy supportin these hard times
friend. You are strong and sure the
bestis coming.”

Carlos del Barrio
viaTwitter
“It's been an honour to compete
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Solberg:It’s bad timing

against Kris & Paul. It was also

greatto be histeam-matein 2011.

Whatever resultyou collect, it
ismore valuable if Kris & Paul
are your contenders, basically
because they're the definition of
braveness & speed. All the best
inthe future, buddies.”

Lorenzo Bertelli
viaTwitter

“You will be missed for this
@Officia WRC season
@krismeeke @paulnagle1. You
didn't deserve this treatment. I'm
pretty sure you'llbe backin the
future... Good luck guy”

Opens&Tightens
“You WERE my heroes. You ARE
my heroes. You WILL always BE
my heroes (whatever happens in

the future) | don't care what they
say, you belong to the Olympus
of rallying. Period.”

@DrinkBeverage
viaTwitter

“The outrage over the #KrisMeeke
decision at #CitroenRacing is
getting a bit out of hand. Fans are
acting like he's been cut down

in his prime and that it's akin to
firing McRae, but he's 38 and his
crashes were fartoo frequent fora
top-line driverin an underfunded
factory team”

@EightMike
viaTwitter

“DearKiris, I'm French | don't
agree with the move of Citroen
Sport. | was at the last control of
the Sanremo where you won the
ERCIIRC]Title. | knowyouare an
excellent driver. Citroen is stupid.
You are NOT the problem, the C3
isthe matter. Al the best Kris”

John Lakey

“Kris can display blinding speed
butit rarely comes without an off
of some sort, even aminor one;
which loses all the time that speed
has gained him. Whenyou are
driving forateam that employed
the super-consistent Loeb,
patience will run out. It's a shame
because he seems like atop bloke
andis certainly exciting to watch,
but | was surprised when he came
back from being benched.

“He reminds me a bit of [Nigel]
Mansell: he has the ability to
snatch defeat from the jaws of
victory and in amodern world that
approach cannot be tolerated
unless the driver wins 10 rallies
and crashes in one. Not wins one
and crashes in sixor seven.”

PIERRE BUDAR ' & \

Director of Citroen Racing

Whatare the targets
for2018 now?

“The target willbe
reconsidered when we know
whatis the line-up for the
driversinthe next rallies.

We have to see what kind of
opportunity we will get for these rallies
[interms of drivers], so for the time being
|can’t say much about this.”

There’sbeencriticismabout
the communication youmade
announcing this news.What
are your thoughts on this?

“I'think this is difficult to avoid when you
have this kind of communication for such
adifficult decision or news, it's difficult to
have everybody happy with a statement
like this one. Of course, we have tried to

do something clear. It's difficult to give

too many details when you make it by a
statement like this. Once again, | don’t want
misunderstanding about how Kris and Paul
has been appreciated by everybody in the
team and we have in mind that he was the
last driver able to have Citroen winning a
rally and for sure, nobody will forget this.
But we have also to manage ateaminthe
WRC and we have been appointed to
direct the team to get some victories, to win
some championships and we have to do
what's best for the team.”

Was Paul’s mistake in Corsica
acontributing factor?

“As far as | know, this was one of the first
mistakes for Paul. We have decided at

the time not to blame him —he was not to
blame for that. It's possible to make some
mistake, we don'tdeny this. It's not the
same to have one mistake for your career
asto have several mistakes repeated.”

Kris developed this car, how
much of Citroen’s situation
ishis fault?

“Idon’t think we can have this in mind. The
performance of the car, let's have alook at
the situation — everybody agrees to say the
caris performing quite well compared with
the others. When you have Sebastien Loeb
inthe carin Corsicaand Mexico heis able
todoavery good time straight away, so
ifthe car was really bad you couldn't
expectthis. | don't think Kris made a

bad developmentwith the car.”

This isthe end of Citroenand
Kris Meeke?

“Yes, | think we cannot tell today — after
saying yesterday we will stop with him —
we have to be realistic. It was, as you can
imagine, adifficult decision and | will not
say one day after this decision: ‘We will
seenextyear..."No. |l cannot say this.”

CITROEN COMMUNICATION
INFULL

Duetoan excessively high number of
crashes, someof which were particularly
heavy and could have had serious
consequences with regard to thecrew’s
safety, and given that therisks involved
wereunjustified by the sporting stakes at
play, Citroen Racing WRT has decided to
terminate the participation of Kris Meeke
and Paul Nagleinthe 2018 WRC.

The decision becomes effectivefrom the
2018 Rally Italia Sardegna and we will
shortly beannouncing theteam’s line-up
of crews for the remainder of the 2018
season. Theentriesof C3WRCsfor Craig
Breen / Scott Martin and Mads Ostberg/
Torstein Eriksen still stand for Sardinia.

Pierre Budar: “This wasn’taneasy
decision to makebecauseit effectsa
driver and aco-driver, butitis largely
founded on safety issues which come
under my preoccupationsas Team
Principal. We have consequently chosen
tomakethisdecisionasa
preventivemeasure.”
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“That was a A
career-ending
press release”

n October 8 last year, Kris
Meeke tweeted: “It’s not
about how many times you
get knocked down, it’s more
about how many times you
getbackup.”

That day Meeke won Rally Spain. He'd got back up.
Being dropped three rallies earlier was forgotten. And
now, more than ever, Kris needs to heed those words
of American Civil War hero George Custer.

Especially after the words from that communication.
They were abit special, weren'tthey. ..

“That was a career-ending press release,” was the
verdict of one of motorsport's most senior figures.
“ljust don't understand how they could write these
things aboutKiis..."

Seeing the wrecked C3 WRC when it was delivered
back in Porto would have made that process slightly
easier. But still, that release was as shocking inits
contentasit was surprising in its delivery.

I struggle to see the justification for the words and
would like to offer Citroen the benefit of the doubt that
it perhaps reflected the corporate-level of the decision.
But I'm still staggered at what appears to be a lack of
consideration for the possible knock-on effect of this
release should, heaven-forbid, there be another
accident with more serious consequences.

But do struggle for the justification in dropping Kris?

I'llbe honest, I've given a disproportionate amount of
my time to this subject and, certainly, | can’t subscribe
entirely to this outpouring of anger towards Versailles.

Working on these pages, | ventured back through my
notebooks. Back through interviews with then Citroen
team principal Yves Matton, interviews in Finland,
Australia, Britain, in fact, from pretty much all four
corners of the earth, where I'd sat down to that silent,
stony stare from Matton after Kris had dropped it.

Citroen gave Kris almost five years and 53 world
rallies. And he returned five wins and 12 podiums.
But, in the end, he gave Citroen nowhere to go.

Nobody could ever doubt Meeke's speed, it's out of
this world. And he's brave to match. But history has
shown himto be inconsistent and unreliable. | know
only too well about the struggle he faced to bring
Citroen around to his way of thinking while he was
developing the 2017 C3 WRC —attimes he looked
like he was making that car into a winner in spite of
the team rather than with them.

But when it came to driving the car, he found it almost
impossible to accept second best and all-too-often
tried to overcome engineering deficiencies with a
couple more miles per hour at the apex. And almost
as often, the laws of physics hung Meeke out to dry.

There were, quite simply, too many mistakes. And
Citroen, more pertinently, couldn't afford any more
bent metal. Orworse.

Meeke remains an extraordinary talent and Sardinia
will be considerably the poorer without him and Paul
Nagle. But Citroen has bills to pay and a management
structure to answer to. Seeing pictures of a horribly
twisted and broken C3 WRC spread throughout the
media is never going to sit well with the board.

Pierre Budar's reasoning for why the crash that
broke the bond should never have happenedis
as compelling asitisimpossible to ignore.

Now Kris, the time has come for you to again rise to
Custer's challenge.

L/
<% AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Ogier was pinged
on Rally Mexico
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ByDavid Evans

A social media poll following Motorsport
News’in-depth analysis of Sebastien Ogier’s
Rally Mexico penalty has revealed 67 per
cent of people voting felt the Frenchman
should have been given his four powerstage
points back.

Ogier was given a 10-second penalty after he hit
the chicanein the final stage of March’s Leon-based
event. Itdropped him from second in the stage
classification to seventh, denying him four points.
MN’sinvestigation revealed other drivers whohad
hitthe same chicane and were unpunished.

A Twitter poll on @RallyingUK last week asked
the question: ‘Do you think the FIA decision to
strip Sebastien Ogier of his powerstage pointson
Rally Mexico was wrong?’

Of 687 votes, 67 per cent said it was the wrong
decision, 26 per cent said it was the right decision
and seven per cent said they didn’t know.

MNunderstands the FIA is working on arapid
rule changefor the use of chicanes. One source
said: “Idon’t think we will have anythingfor [the
nextroundin Sardinia], butIdon’t think we will
needitthere. Butfor the nextrallies, there should
be something coming. It’s possible to place ajudge

: S
MNhighlighted the issuelast week (May 23)

of factat the chicanes and they can decide, if the
car hitsthe chicaneit’safive-second penalty or
something. Weneed therule changeandit’s
coming-butdon’tforget all of this was quite soon.
The appeal decision was madejust days before
Rally of Portugal and then everybody was talking
about this problem when we came to Porto.”
FIArally director Yves Matton declined to
comment on the specifics of the poll, buton the
potential for rule change added: “Anything which
could affect the championshipis always studied by
the Rally Department and the WRC Commission,
if necessary. Any decisions taken will be within
the framework of the FIA’s regulatory power
andintheinterests of all the stakeholders.”

Dakar Rally open to a move hack to Africa

TheDakar could be onits
way back to Africa afterthe
organisers of the marathon
event struggled tofind host
countriesin South America
fornextseason.

Chile had been expected to
hostthe Dakaragainin
January, but withdrew its
supporttosaveitsfunding
for a potential World Rally
Championship event, which
means Dakarruns within one
country—Peru—for the first
timeinits 40-year history.

Rally director Etienne
Lavigne has opened
negotiations with African
countriestofacilitate the
event’sreturnto the continent

The Dakar Rally could swa

for thefirst time since the 2008
event was cancelled dueto
terrorist threatsin Mauritania.

Lavigne said: “Itisanecessity
forustothink aboutother
locations, because we cannot
keep suffering over decisions
that we cannot control. Dakar
isthelargestrally in the world.
Weneed toplana future.

“We have started work
for several months to build
contactsin other countries
suchas Algeria, Angola
and Namibia.

“We have made several trips
to Algeriatomeet with the
politicalleaders and we know
that thereisawillingnesstoput
together an event of thiskind.”

Hyundai to remain

at three i20 racers Brit Ingram out of
Hyundai has confirmed it has Greece W|th I“ness
no plans torun a fourthi20 ChrisIngram will miss this
Coupe WRC on any further weekend’s Acropolis Rally,
rounds of this year’s World forcing the Briton torelinquish
Rally Championship. hishopesof takingthe

There had been speculation overall European Rally

Championship title this season.
The Manchester driver was

sidelined by illness at the

Canaries Rally earlier this

month and while hisrecovery

iswell underway, he’s not

fitfor Greece. “I'm gutted,”

that, following Dani Sordo’s
strong start to the season -
which has included two
podiums and two fourth

places from the last four rallies
—the Spaniard might be seen in
action more often this season.

. Ao

Sordo has started wellin2018

Ingram will miss out again

Team principal Michel year, it’s early, but so far we Ingramsaid. “What’s worseis looking after me and getting
Nandan said Hyundai will don’t know what we will do.” thatthe car’stherein Greece thecarsorted.”
stick toits plan for Sordo Paddon takes the third andready togo. My aimisthe Landingthe ERC U28title
and Hayden Paddon sharing Hyundai for the next two nextroundin Cyprus, buta would offer Ingram a 2019
the third car from here until ralliesin Sardinia and Finland morerealistictargetisthe World Rally Championship
the end of the year. before handingit back to followingeventinRomeinJuly.  outingina World Rally Car.

Nandansaid: “Wedidn’thave  Sordo for Germany. “Missingthe Canariesand “Ireally want tofightfor the
the budget torun the fourth Nandan added: “It’s true to Greece makesthe ERCtitle ERCtitlenextyear, it would be
car in Portugal, but we had say they are fighting for their pretty impossible, so we focus fantastic to win that,” Ingram
tosplit the third car and we seat, so far they are doing the everythingonthe ERCU28title, said. “ThenIhavetobe

aimingfor the WRC2-it’s vital
togetthere.”

ERCleader Alexey Lukyanuk
startsthe Acropolischasinga
hat-trick of 2018 wins and few
look capable of stoppingthe
Russian’s Ford FiestaR5.

Rome’sthe nextround of that.
Themain thingistomake sure
I'mfullyfitand, whileI'm
gettingthere, it’snot perfect
yet.I've gottosay a very big
thank you to TokSport, the
team—they have been fantastic

wanted to do it equally: we
didn’t want one driver todo
sevenrallies and one to do six.”
Asked if they would consider
repeating the split programme
next season, Nandan replied:
“Now the contracts with our
driversisup atthe end of the

job we expected them to-Dani
has done a very good job, but
Hayden hasnotbeen in the
car much yet. But Argentina
rally was the best Dani did for
alongtime, he was always
there, always pushing and
always motivated.”
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‘Moffett on a charge
for Irish National title’
Cavan Stages Rally report, p19

THE STRAIGHT-TALKING SCOT

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Lindsay Photo Sport, Martin Walsh
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Conway (1) and
Duggan (r) won JBRC

DUGGAN IS DUNE GAL BOUND
WITH FIESTA RS SWITCGH

The 2016 Prestone Motorsport
News Junior British Rally
champion Rob Duggan will
makehis R5debut on next
month’s Donegal International
Rally, asheisreunited with his
championship-winning
co-driver Ger Conway.

Thedeal todrive the Ford
FiestaR5cametogether after
theKillarney driver’s class-
winning performance on the
recent Rally of the Lakesin
Killarney, where he set a third-
fastest time overall against
R5and WRC cars,in his

modified Ford Escort Mk2, on
thefamous Molls Gap stage.

cameforward,” said Duggan.
“They were willing to support
the whole thing.
“Wegotanentryin,andit
all started comingtogether
pretty quickly.
“Wedidn’t know whether to
goinanR5oranEscort, 1

Devine:R5 on asphalt

“After Killarney we had such
agoodrun there, afew sponsors

wanted to goinan Escortreally,
Icouldn’t getthe carIused for
theLakes.”
Dugganishopingtobeonthe
pace by theend of the weekend,
havingnever driven a four-
wheel-drive car in competition.
“I'veneverevensatinone,”
headded. “We’ll getaquick
test, but whatever we do
probably won’t be enough.
“Alotof people will be
expecting ustobe with the top
boysbutIdon’tthink so.
. “OnFriday we’ll get settled
| inandset-up, Saturday
~ we’llstartbuildingthe
paceand SundayI’d be

hopingtotryandbangina
decent top-three timeinthe R5s,
that’s my aim for the weekend.

“ButtheguysinIreland
aren’tsittingaround, they’re
fastand they’ve done 30 or40
ralliesinanR5car.”

The 2017 JBRC champion
Callum Devine will join
Dugganin makinghisasphalt
debutinhis FiestaR5,ashe
lookstodefend his strong
record on the event having won
theR2class on multiple times.

Exactly 151 carsaresettostart
theeventon June 15-17,in what
isthemost anticipated eventin
Irishrallying.

Kelly won’t switch to Fiesta for Donegal

Donagh Kelly will switch
back to his Ford Focus for the
Donegal International Rally,
despite moving to a Melvyn
Evans-prepared Ford Fiesta
RS WRC on last weekend’s
Cavan Stages.

Donegal driver Kelly
hasn’t completed a full
season of rallying since
his 2015 title triumph in his
National and Irish Tarmac
Championship seasons.

The only major event that
escapes himishishome
international, which his usual
Ford Focusis beingrebuilt for.

“I'mnotusing the Fiesta for
Donegal,” said Kelly. “I’'m just
usingit for Cavan. The engine

forthe Focusisup at
M-Sport, ready.”

When asked if usingthe
Fiesta was part of along-term
goal to switch to the car, he
added: “We’ll see, we have
plansin place for the future
butIwon’t be telling you now.

Also present in Cavan was
Darren Gass—-the 2012
Tarmacrally champion, who
last competed in 2015.

He’son theentry list fora
first Donegal International
since 2014, which will be his
fourth start on the event.

Gass took third on hisreturn
aboard his Subaru Impreza
S14 WRC, while Kelly’s Fiesta
debut yielded fifth in Cavan.

»

Kelly hired a Melvyn Evans Motorsport Fiesta for Cavan

Castle Douglas driver Lawrie was impressive on RSAC rally

Lawrie gets John Horton Award final entry

Vauxhall Corsa driver Angus
Lawrieisthelatesttoreceivea
nomination for the Scottish Rally
Championship’s John Horton
Award end of season shootout.
Lawrie won the nomination
after his performance onthe
RSAC Scottish Rally earlier this
month when he won Class 3and
took fourth overall in the two-
wheel-drive event, being thefirst
front-wheel-drivefinisher.
“Obviously we always go out
giving 110 per centand looking to
win, butIcanhonestly say this
exceeded our expectations,”
Lawriesaid.
“Itwasalast-minute decision to
contesttheevent. AsIwas
workingaway Ionly had one
weekend to prepare the car, it’s
very hard havingapassion for
competingand working.”

Theevent wasthefirstin
Scotland to run two-wheel drives
firstontheroadsincearule
changerecently cameinto effect.

“The day was extremely
enjoyable, I've always been an
advocate for two-wheel-drive
carsrunningfirstontheroad,”
Lawrieadded. “This was one of
thereasonsPaul [Gribben,
co-driver]andIdecided todoit.

“Tobethis quick immediatelyis
encouraging, soI’'mhopingif we
find another free weekend we can
be outonmorerounds besides the
Galloway Hills—-mylocal event.”

The John Horton Award -
dedicated to the ex-Rally GB
media officer and aman who
helped many careers before his
deathin 2016-gives the winner
tuition with 1999 British Rally
champion Tapio Laukkanen.

help set the )}

G

stages up” >

verheard at asingle venue
rally between two
competitors:

“You were cheating,” says
Driver 1.

“How so?" says Driver 2.

“You were setting up the stages yesterday,”
said Driver 1.

“That's right, and if you volunteer to help next
year, you'llbe welcome,” came the response.

Driver 2 then turned to me and said, perhaps that
should be written into future rally regulations —any
competitors who want to help with set-up at rallies
should be welcomed.

What amarvellous idea, on anumber of counts.

The practice of would-be competitors helping to
set-up Special Stages has been frowned upon for
years, but atatime when amateur car clubs are
struggling to attract enough members and friends
to help them, any offers of additional outside help
should be welcome.

With particular reference to single-venue rally
organisers, getting volunteers to take time off
work to prepare aremote venue is increasingly
difficult. It's not just time and manpower, there are
equipment requirements too.

Supplies of tyre barriers, fencing, straw bales,
cones, stakes and arrows have to be transported
toand from each venue. Thisis ahuge logistical
exercise, requiring suitable transport.

Onthat basis, any club memberwho has access
totractors, tele-handlers, trailers, trucks, pickups
and vans may be prevailed upon to render
assistance. In fact, many drivers and co-drivers
who participate in the sport have access to such
vehicles through their own business, garage, plant
hire or agricultural enterprise.

Ifthey have the time, equipment and willingness
to help, why should they be denied the chance to
enter theirown club's event?

Forinstance, the east of Scotland-based
Dunfermline Car Club runs the Mach 1 Stages
each yearat Machrihanish in the far west. There is
ahardcore group of officials who take a week off
theirwork to travel the 180 miles or so to prepare
the site and import all the stage furniture and
materials, set up and man the stages, then
remove it allagain afterwards. That is one hell of
acommitment.

Similarly, the Aberdeen & DMC team, which was
in action last weekend was grateful for the support
of a couple of club stalwarts who, at their own
cost, brought along a tractor with low-loader
trailerand a tele-handler to help transport the
hundreds of items of equipment and help set it up.
Furthermore, a smallteam spent the entire
previous weekend at the site and was back again
onthe Thursday before the rally.

Anyone who doubts the sheer effort, logistics,
time and costs of such operations is welcome to
come along and help, and that should surely
include competitors.

Trundling a tele-handler around an airfield
clutching aone-tonne bale hardly constitutes
recceing, let alone practice.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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King of the Hill

Paul Bird flew on his Rally
Barbados return, taking second
on the King of the Hill event last
weekend. The event is a sprint
up the Vaucluse Raceway stage,
and was topped by last year’s
winner Jeremy Panton. Rob
Swann made it three Englishmen
on the podium in his Subaru
Impreza WRC, while Kevin
Procter (fifth) and Tom Preston
(seventh) starred. A total of 90
crews started the event. The
Rally Barbados proper begins on
Friday with Bird, Swann and
Panton among the favourites.

Cronin to Munster
Keith Croninis set to start this
weekend'’s Circuit of Munster Rally as
car number one. The reigning British
champion is set to head to Rally van
Wervik the weekend after in a bid to
prepare on asphalt in the new car.

His brother, Daniel, has also been
impressing in Ireland with a Fiesta
and starts as car number two, the first
time the pair have fought in similar
machinery. The Rathkeale eventin
County Limerick kicks off at 1000hrs
on Sunday, June 3.

Naughton update
Tom Naughton is unlikely to
complete a full BTRDA campaign
after a crash on the Plains Rally
recently. He was extricated from
his car unconscious and suffered
broken ribs. Co-driver Will
Rogers was just sore and both
are understood to be recovering.

Turner’s talk

Arecent talk by ex-Ford rally chief
and competitor Stuart Turner helped
raise £700 for Race for Dementia.
The event, organised by the Herts
and North London region of the Mini
Cooper Register, was held at the
United Reformed Church in Potters
Barin Hertfordshire.

Return to two days
for Jim Walsh Rally

After abreak of 11 years, the
Jim Walsh Cork Forestry Rally
will return to a two-day format
for the July 28/29 event.

The event will alsobe a
double-counting round of
the Irish Forest Rally
Championship, and moves to
anew base at Hibernian
Hotel in Mallow.

The event will feature 120
kilometres (74.56 miles) of
stages across the two days,
with stages on Saturday
running north-east of
Mallow and south-west
of Mallow on Sunday.

Paul Casey, the clerk of the
course and chairman of the
organising club, said: “I’ve
been involved with the club
for over 20 years and my first
involvement with the club was
part of organising the two-day
Cork Forestrallies that ran
from 2003 to 2007.

“Thelast onein 2007, we
started in theregion of 110
cars that year. But then came
the economic downturn
in 2008, and the motor club
took the decision torun one
longrally instead.

“I’d wanted to bring it
back for a while but now
the timeisright.

“The support from the
championship’s people has
been incredible and hopefully
it will work for us.”
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RALLY WERVIK
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Bngie an Yates lieadfoi mres preparatmn inBelgium

fd e —

ByJack Benyon

Both of CA1 Sport’s leading British
Rally Championship Skoda Fabia R5
drivers David Bogie and Rhys Yates

will compete on Rally van Wervik this

year as a preparation for Rally Ypres.

Thesquad conducted a two-day test
last yearinstead of doing Wervik, but
have decided touse the June8/9event
toacclimatise to Belgian asphalt before
YpresonJune21-23.

“Ithink it’simportant we do Wervik
and continue tolearn about Belgium,”

tagesintolastyear’s Ypres Rally.

We have a test before Ypres as well, so
we’re giving ourselves every chance
tobe competitive this year.

“Oneof ourregretslast year wasnot
goingto Wervik, a couple of guys went
overand sangtherally’s praisesand
said that the stages were very
representative. It’sano-brainer really
and we’relookingforward toit.”

Wervikisalsoaround of the MSA
AsphaltRally Championship this
year, boosting the British contingent
onnextmonth’sevent.

believesit was amistake tomiss
Wervik last year, and thatit should
mean his drivers will be fighting for
BRChonours come Ypres.

“We did a two-day testlast year, but
Ithink we would have benefited more
from doing Wervik,” hesaid. “We’ll
stilldoastand-alonetest.

“It’sunique in Belgium, the set-up of
the carsisdifferent there toanywhere
else.It’sacompletely different set-up.

“The way youdrive on thoseroadsis
alsodifferent to how you would drive on
normal Tarmacroads, with the surface

Yatesadded: “It’sa good chance to
getused toBelgium Tarmacagainas
it’sabitdifferent overthere.

“Ypres wasa brilliant eventlast year
with all the peoplein the square, it’sgota
brilliant atmosphere. Thisshould bea
good event to settle in before Ypres.”

Alsoonthe Wervik entry listamong
BRCrunnersis Fabiadriver Marty
McCormack and reigning champion
Keith Cronin.

Prestone Motorsport News Junior
BRCdriver Marty Gallagher and
Cadet Classdriver Johnnie Mulholland

said Bogie, who crashed outtwos

CA1 Sportteamboss Martin Wilkinson ~ and thecuts.” have entered the event too.

Fiesta men Whyte and Retson get Tarmac warm-up run

Twodriversused the Granite thatasIwanted to go sideways Whyteadded: “Paul and

Stagesat LeucharsRally all thetime—-and that’snot Igoton well soI’'mlooking
for pre-Ypres Rally Tarmac the quickestline! forward to Ypres.”
testingin preparation for the “Welearned alot today Alsohavinghisfirst taste of
nextround of the BritishRally  abouttyresand settings, Tarmac for some time, Finlay
Championship next month. buton thatlastrun we set Retson, had arather more
Lawrence Whyte also used the suspension too low. successful outing with his
theeventtotryoutanew “The car bounced over the Ford FiestaR2, duringwhich
co-driver, Paul Beaton, in sleeping policeman bumps, I helearntmuch about tyres.
hisbidtoestablishalong-term gottwowheelson the gravel “Actually, thisis thefirst
relationship ashe seeksto and the tail stepped outand TarmacrallyingI've done
gain experienceinrallying. hitaconcrete post.” since my Junior 1000 campaign
“IThaven’t doneany Tarmac Such anincident would two yearsago,” hesaid. “We're
sincemy kartingdays,” notnormally be a problem heretotrytyresandsettings.”
said theformer quadracing but there waslittle room for He came away with firstin
champion. “Ididn’treallylike = manoeuvreinthatstretch. class and sixth place overall.

Multiple historic champlon Pritchard updates tonewer Fiesta

Pritchard back to S2000 in MSA Asphalt bid

MSA Asphalt Rally Championship
leader Jason Pritchard is settoreturn
tothe Ford Fiesta S2000 he used on the
Tour of Epynt for Rally van Wervik,
the nextround of the series.

The Builth Wells driver admits he
would love to have more use of the
Ford Focus WRC05 with which he has
taken all four of his Manx National
Rally victories, including hislatest,
the previous MSA Asphalt series
round earlier thismonth.

If the carisnot sold, he will consider
it on an event-by-event basis for the
remainder of the championship.

“It’snotabout whoisleadingthe

championshipnow, it’s who’sleading
attheend thatmatters,andit’salong,
tough year ahead, but we’lldo what
we can,” said three-time British
Historic Rally champion Pritchard.
“I’dliketousethe Focusmoreif
Ican,it’sagreat cartodrive, we're
both smiling atthe end of the stages!”
Heisalsolikely to contest
September’s Rally Isle of Manin
the S2000 and is already eyeing up
next May and Kenny McKinstry’s
record of five Manx National wins.
“Kenny’s [McKinstry]five wins
hastobenexttarget. We’ll be here
nextyear for sure!”

Whyte is competing
in BRC with Fiesta
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Josh Moffett destroyed
opposition in Cavan

MASTERFUL MOFFI
TRONG CAVA

Cavan Stages Rally
By MartinWalsh
Organiser: Cavan MC When: May 27 Where: Cavan, County Cavan

Championships: Irish National Rally Championship; Sligo Pallets Border
Rally Championship Stages: 9 Starters: 112

Josh Moffett and co-driver Keith
Moriarty became the third different
winners in as many rounds of the
Triton Showers National Rally
Championship when they netted

a start-to-finish victory on the
Cavan Rally, aboard their Ford
FiestaRSWRC.

With a controlled drive they finished
34.6seconds ahead of the FiestaRS WRC
of Donegal’s Declan Boyle and co-driver
James O’Reilly. Armagh’s Darren Gass
(Subaru WRC)and Enda Sherry were
46.4seconds further behind in third.

Moffett got off to a perfect startand
eked outa5.6-second advantage over
Boyle on Lough Gowna, where Roy
White was another 5.4 seconds behind
inthird. Garry Jennings (Subaru)
occupied fourth, 11.4 seconds further
adrift, followed by the Mini WRC of
Joe McGonigle and multiple national

champion Peadar Hurson (Fiesta WRC).

Unfortunately, times for the second
stage were canned as the clocks weren’t
synchronised. Undeterred by asmall
spin, Moffett punched in thefastest time
onthethird stage tomove 8.8 seconds
ahead of Boyle, who admitted he had
already settled for second and wasn’t
prepared torisk damagingthe car so
close tothe Donegal showdown.

Whitealso spunon SS3and was10.6
seconds further behind while Jennings
opined that the tight nature of the stages
didn’t suit his SubaruImpreza S12B WRC.

Withnoread outavailablein the cockpit
of his Fiesta WRC, Hurson was far from
content, within two stages abroken rear
differential ended his participation.

Interestingly, Donagh Kelly (ninth)
took time to adjust to his hired Ford
FiestaRSWRC.

On SS4 Boyle trimmed a second off the
deficitbut that was as close asit got,
indeed, he slipped to third with a front-
right puncture on SS6 where White had
thebest time tomove into second -24.1
seconds behind Moffett, who
subsequently eased off on the finalloop

toclaim the spoils. White’s bid for
second place was undone by aleft-rear
punctureon SS7. He dropped to 18th
beforefinishingupin 12th.

Boylenetted an extra point from the
powerstage to claim 19 Irish National
points—just oneless thanrally
winner Moffett.

Anuntroubled Gass, whowasona
Donegal shakedown, brought the
McKinstry-hired Subaruhome in third
place followed by McGonigle, who was off
theroad for over 20 seconds on SS5. Kelly
and Jennings completed the top six.

Two-wheel-drive winner Stuart Darcy
fended off the challenge of local hero Gary
Kiernan (Ford Escort Mk2), who suffered
apuncture during the middle loop.

Ryan Loughran (Escort) overcame
transmission glitches tofinish ninth and
Kevin Barrett netted 10th just before
his Subaruranoutof fuel atthe
finishingenclosure.

OnhisdebutinaMitsubishi Lancer E10
and samplingleft-hand drive for the first
time, Down’s Cathan McCourt won
Group N after early leader Aidan Wray
(Mitsubishi) retired with adamaged

ETTWINS'
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exhaust. His subsequentincumbent,
Willie Fannin (Subaru), was afinal
stageretirement.

IntheJunior category, Armagh’s Jason
Black (Toyota Starlet) was a strong force
yetagainto claimaclear-cut victory.

The openingloop accounted for the
retirements of Paddy McVeigh (Subaru)
and the Ford Escort quartet of Chris
Armstrong, Brian Brogan, Mark Alcorn
and Tommy Doyle.

Results

1 Josh Moffett/ Keith Moriarty (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) 55m22.5s; 2
Declan Boyle/James OReilly (Fiesta RS WRC) +34.6s; 3 Darren
Gass/ Enda Sherry (Subaru Impreza WRC); 4 Joe McGonigle/ Ciaran
Geaney (Mini John Cooper Works WRC); 5 Donagh Kelly/ Conor Foley
(Fiesta RS WRC); 6 Garry Jennings/Rory Kennedy (Impreza $12B
WRC); 7 Stuart Darcy/William Lynch (Darrian T90); 8 Gary Kiernan/
Ryan Moore (Ford Escort Mk2); 9 Ryan Loughran/ Gareth Doherty
(Escort MK2); 10 Kevin Barrett/Anthony Nestor (Impreza WRC).
Class winners: Stephen Reynolds/ Derek McCarthy (Honda Civic);
William Creighton/ Liam Regan (Peugeot 208 R2); Michael
McGarrity/ Damian Garvey (Citroen DS 3 R3); Cathan McCourt/ Grace
0'Brien (Mitsubishi Lancer E10); Paul Rowley/Brian Doherty (Fiesta);
Kelly/ Foley; Damian 0'Reilly/Thomas Wedlock (Escort); Adrian Foley/
Anthony McDonald (Opel Corsa); Lee McLaughlin/ Christy McLaughlin
(Civic); Seamus Connolly/ Gary McCrudden (Toyota Corolla); Brian
Armstrong/Aodhain Gallagher (Escort); Damian Campbell/ Declan
McGarrity (Escort); Darcy/Lynch; Martin Tynan/Declan Tynan
(Lancer); McGonigle/ Geaney; Malcolm Pedlow/Billy Regan (BMW
2002); Jason Black/Jack McKenna (Toyota Starlet).
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Kirkaldy wins at rare
Leuchars event

Granite Stages at
LeucharsRally
ByJohnFife

Organiser: Aberdeen & DMC When: May 26

Where: Leuchars Station, Fife Championships: Scottish
Tarmack Championship, Junior 1000 Ecosse Challenge
Stages: 10/11 Starters:50/13

AlanKirkaldy and Eoghan
Anderson won an action-packed
Granite Stages at LeucharsRally
last Saturday in their Ford Escort
Mk2. Although the duo were never
seriously challenged, they were
neverabletorelaxeither.

Gordon Morrison was holding
second place until his Subaru’s
exhaust manifold broke, and
Alistair Inglis waslying third when
the gearbox failed in his Lotus Exige.

That moved Ian Forgan upinto
second placefirst time out witha
newly built clubman-spec Subaru
ImprezaandIan Patersoninto
thirdin another Subaru. Both John
Rintoul and Tom Morrisfailed to
finish with steering problems and
Lawrence Whyte whacked alamp
post with his FiestaR5.

Alan Gardiner finished fourth
overallin his Escort Mk1 holding
off the attentions of the Mk2 of
Colin Gemmell. However, the
‘battle of the day’ featured an epic
scrap between the Fiesta R2 of
Finlay Retson -seeking some
‘Tarmac’ running ahead of the next
British Rally Championship round
in Belgium -and the Citroen C2 of
Michael Harbour. They finished
sixth and seventh respectively.

Inthe Junioreventrun
simultaneously at the huge MoD
facility, Johnnie Mackay was
havingaserious tussle with
Andrew Blackwood until the
leader’s Citroen broke its gearbox.
That allowed Mackay to seize the
lead in his Suzuki Alto, and stave
off the efforts of equally well-
matched Lewis Hainingand
Oliver Hunter.

Results

1 Alan Kirkaldy/ Eoghan Anderson (Ford Escort Mk2)
65m53s; 2 lan Forgan/Sarah Forgan (Subaru Impreza)
+1m03s; 3 lan Paterson/Alan Paterson (Subaru Impreza);
4 Alan Gardiner/ Dave Robson (Ford Escort Mk1); 5 Colin
Gemmell/ Derek Keir (Ford Escort MK2); 6 Finlay Retson/
Harry Chalmers (Ford Fiesta R2); 7 Michael Harbour/ lan
MacDougall (Citroen C2 R2 Max); 8 Ross McCallum/James
Ralph (MG Maestro); 9 Alan Wallace/ Darren Robertson
(Mitsubishi Lancer EB); 10 Jimmy Christie/ David
MacFadyen (Mitsubishi Lancer E9). Glass Winners:
Martyn Douglas/Brian Pringle (VW Polo), Retson/ Chalmers,
McCallum/Ralph, Kirkaldy/Anderson, Forgan/ Forgan
Johnnie Mackay/ Gordon Reid (Suzuki Alto).

Late Newhy entry was worthwhile

Red DragonIT Stages Rally
BylanHarden

Organiser: EMCOS When: May 26 Where: Down Ampney
airfield, Wiltshire. Championships: WAMC Clubmans Mixed
Surface; Gwynnespeed Rally Challenge 2018; FMP Rally
Challenge Starters: 68 Stages: 10

Alast-minute entry proved fruitful
for Arron Newby and co-driver
Sam Bailey, as the Subaru Impreza
pairingdominated therally from
starttofinish, takinga clean sweep
of fastest stagetimes totakea clear
win by 4m44s.

Second-placed Spencer Chard/
Derrick Walters (Impreza) fought
aclosebattleallday with Andrew
Graham/Peter Brennan
(Mitsubishi Lancer E6) coming out
ontop by two seconds at the finish.

Newby stamped his authority on
the eventimmediately, takinga 28s
lead on SS1and pullingever
further away from then on.

Behind, Graham and Chard went
neck and neck, swapping stage
times and places. They were

challenged for most of the day by
Ross Daniels/Dennis Suttenwood
(Impreza) but when Daniels
retired on SS7with mechanical
woes it wasleft to eventual fourth-
placed Ian Ross/Daniel Petrie
(Impreza)to take up the chase.

They consolidated their place
with a consistent series of top-five
times. Harry Gardner/Elliot
Graham (Ford Escort MKk2)
mounted alate charge, going
second fastest on SS8tosnatch
fifth from Andy Corner/Ade
Camp (Peugeot 205L).

Results

1 Arron Newby/Sam Bailey (Subaru Impreza) 1h27m22s;
2 Spencer Chard/ Derrick Walters (Impreza) +4mdds;

3 Andrew Graham/ Peter Brennan (Mitsubishi Lancer EG6);
4 lan Ross/Daniel Petrie (Impreza); 5 Harry Gardner/ Elliot
Graham (Ford Escort Mk2); 6 Andy Comer/Ade Camp
(Peugeot 2085L); 7 Glyn Cartwright/Adam Wilks (Escort
Mk2); 8 Stuart Newby/Aaron Parker (Impreza); 9 Wayne
Lloyd/Will Lloyd (Escort Mk2); 10 Tim Green/Amelia Green
(Impreza).

Class winners: Barry Pavey/Alan Spencer (Ford Escort
MKk1), John Petrie/ Lucy Owen (Peugeot 106 GTi), Corner/

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

Camp, Gardner/ Graham, Chard/Walters.

‘S17TEG’is aregular rally winner across the country with Newby

Repeating their success
of 12 months ago, Dorian
Evans/Arfon Giriffiths took
their second successive
win on the Classic Tracks
Targa Rally.

The pair led from the
fourth test and finished
with a victory margin of
overaminute; they took
eight fastest times from the
rally’s 19 farm track tests.

Mechanical problems
caused delays for Ceryth
Jones/Richard Williams
on the opening part of the
event, but they recovered
to take second place at the
finish. John Davies/Eurig
Davies, using a borrowed

Proton Satria, finished third.

Cadog Davies/Michael
Jones had been as high
as second place before
abent bottom arm forced
them to cut to the Finish.
Jamie Jukes/Dale Bowen
kept their 1400cc MG ZR
well within the top 10, until

problemsin Test 15
cost them two minutes
and dropped them to
11th place at the finish.

Afar higher proportion
of the field than is usual
for this event — 53 of the
75 starters —made it to
the Finish.

Ian Mills

Results
Classic Tracks Targa Rally
Organiser: Llandysul & District Motor
Club When: May 27 Where: West
Wales Route: 19 tests Starters: 75
1 Dorian Evans/Arfon Griffiths (Ford
Escort Mk2) 6m43s; 2 Ceryth Jones/
Richard Williams (Escort) +1m02s; 3
John Davies/ Eurig Davies (Proton
Satria); 4 Chris Hand/Alan James (Ford
Puma); 5 James Martin/ Gerwyn James
(Vauxhall Astra); 6 Steve Knibbs/
Gerwyn Barry (Satria); 7 James
Davies/Marc Mayes (Proton Compact);
8 Breeze Smorthit/Tjay Lewis (Ford
Sierra); 9 Tim Evans/Dafydd Evans
(Peugeot 206); 10 Gavin Rogers/ Carrie
Rogers (Escort).
Class winners: Daniel Morris/ Elin
Lewis (Puma); Daniel Owens/Talis
Owens (Nissan Micra); Gethin Dafis/
Ceri Davies (Subaru Impreza).
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THRUXTON AT 50

Thruxton has hosted motor racing for half a century. Paul Lawrence traces the story of the Hampshi

The Formula 2 field heads away
in 1971 for Rindt Memorial race

twasonMarch 17,1968 that
Alistair McHardy’s Special
Saloon Hillman Imp won
thefirstrace onthe2.356-
mile Thruxtontrack as we
know it. Unlike just about
every other UK track, the
layout hasnot changedin 50 years
and the high-speed Hampshire
track continues to deliver some of
Britain’s very best motorracing.
However, the Thruxton story actually
goes back to the early 1950s as three car
race meetings were run on a makeshift
1.89-miletrack on the old runways. It
was August Bank Holiday 1952 when the
former RAF Thruxtonfirst hosted car
racingas John Coombs won twiceina
Cooper 500. On the same day, a young
Roy Salvadorimade hisracing debut.
Afterjustthree events, carracing was
curtailed on the poor track surface,
although bikeracing continued right
through until 1965. Yet within two years,
Thruxton was back in focus after the
sudden closure of Goodwood in July
1966. The British Automobile Racing
Club had used Goodwood as its home
track for 18 years but now urgently
needed anew venueasabase.
Negotiations were carried outin
secret tobringapermanent track tothe
Thruxton airfield, and by the autumn
of 1967 work started on building the
current track layout, under the
direction of the BARC’s Bob Clarke. A

Jochen Rindt won the first F2 race &

t track in 1968

planned completion for March 1968 was
incredibly ambitious but the BARC was
very keen torunits Easter Formula 2
eventatthe new track after switching
ittemporarily to Silverstonein 1967.
The track surface was completed
between Christmasand the New Year
and earth banks were duginto the
chalky landscape to provide barriers.
Early plans tosite the pits and paddock
in the dip before the run up Woodham
Hillto the chicane were soon changed
and work continued apace.

Atthetime, Grahame White was
competitions manager for the BARC
and he was heavily involved in the
whole process, including organising
amajor international meetingata
track that was barely amonth old.

“I'had to work to convince the
Formula 2teams to come,” says White.
“It was ahugerisk running the F2
meetingat acompletely unknown
circuit, butit worked. All the F2
driversliked it becauseit was quick
and quitea challenge.”

Sadly, the opening F2 event was
overshadowed by the death of Jim Clark
at Hockenheim just a week earlier. The
Thruxton F2race ran over two heats
and afinal and it was Jochen Rindt who
dominated in his Brabham BT23C.
However, the gifted Austrian had alate
scare when he slid off at the Club
Chicane, crashed through an Exide
Batterieshoardingand then rejoined,

Rindt celebratés

"M

withoutevenlosingtheracelead.

Rindt made the Easter weekend
European F2race his own in those early
years, winningagain in 1969 and 1970
beforelosing his life at Monza five
months later in September 1970.

Theearly years of Thruxton marked a
golden eraand the track hosted 13 club
race meetingsin 1969. But the venue
was already living on borrowed time,
and by the summer of 1969 1ocal
opposition to the noise had built to the
point that enforcement notices were
served on the BARC by Hampshire
County Council. The Thruxton
Protection Society was prominent
inthelocal fight against the track.

Sobegan a period of great uncertainty
aslegal argumentsraged and the
matter came toahead with a public
enquiry startingin July 1970. Graham
Hill spoke on behalf of the circuit, but
Jeremiah Harman QC for Hampshire
County Council was notimpressed,
claimingthat the circuit owner had:
“Pursued a course both devious and
energetic to obtain any advantage they
could on the principle of gainingan
inch and takingan airfield.”

Harman even went sofaras
suggestingthat granting permission
forracing to continue would eventually
lead to Formula 1 Grand Prix racingin
rural Hampshire, with theinherent
noise and crowd issues.

Meanwhile, the circuit pushed ahead

Track was an F2 staple, here in ’69
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and planned amammoth 17-meeting
schedule for 1971, capped by the Easter
F2meeting. Event sponsor Yellow
Pages commissioned a very impressive
Jochen Rindt Memorial Trophy for the
race, which was won by Graham Hillin
aBrabham BT36, marking one of the
final major single-seater wins of his
career, aged 42. In front of a crowd
estimated at 40,000, Hill won in a Rondel
Racingentryinafield of 41 F2 cars.
The 1971 season also marked
Thruxton’slongest car race when the
750 Motor Club ran the Birkett Six-Hour
Relay Race, while local drivers Brian
Cuttingand John Burbidge founded the
Thruxton Racing Drivers’ School. It
would later morph into the Ian Taylor
school, headed by the late F3racer.
Finally,in May 1972, came the
outcome of the public enquiry, which
could have closed the track with
immediate effect. However, then
Minister of the Environment Peter
Walker decreed thatracingand
practising would only be allowed on 21
days a year. This decision was quickly
followed by anotherlegal challenge
fromlocal objectors and alast-minute
out-of-court settlement finally reduced
the number of race and qualifying days
tojust12.Itisanumberthathas
hampered Thruxton’s development
and use eversince.
Atleastracingcould continue,

although the severely limited use has

always held back any ongoing
investmentin the circuitand its
facilities. Despite theseissues, anew
pitgarage complex was builtin 1983
and this year a £2million project has
delivered the impressive new Thruxton
Centreontheinside of the track at the
head of thepaddock area.

Under thenewregime, racing
continued but the oil crisis of 1974 cost
the BARC the sponsorshiprequired
toruntheannual F2race. Therace
returned in 1975 when won by Jacques
Laffitein asequence of racesthat
would keep Thruxton on the F2
calendar until the end of the category in
1984. A year later, a once-only Formula
3000 race was won by Emanuele Pirro,
butthenumbersdidnot stackup. A
requirement to have a £100,000 prize
fund for theraceleftthe BARClosing
£35,000in 1985 and it was simply
unsustainable for a circuit with such
limited racing activity.

The demise of theannual Easter event
signalled the end of Thruxton’s 17-year
runasamajor international venue. The
Interserie sportscars ranin 1986, but
support was modest. Instead, the
venue’s future sustainability would
look increasingly towards British
Touring Cars and British Superbikes.

From Rindt’s first outright lap record
of 1m16s setat Easter 1968, the lap times
dropped constantly through the F2era
to stop at Johnny Cecotto’s 67.37s best in

. EJ".:“‘
1993 BTCC ¢
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1982. British F3000 moved the mark

on to062.75s by Philippe Adamsin
September 1993, but that was
obliterated a month later when Damon
Hillran a high-speed demonstrationin
aWilliams FW15C. Hesetabestlapina
stunning57.6s, averaging over 147mph
intheprocess. The car had been due to
runat thecircuit’s Silver Jubilee
meeting that June, but refused to start.
Frank Williams generously promised
tosend the carback in October and
Hill’s mesmerising 15-lap run delivered
thefirst sub one-minutelapsin
Thruxton history.

Away from the headline events,
Thruxton still delivered outstanding
racing with many epic slipstreaming
contestsinvariably only being settled
on thefinal rush up Woodham Hill. That
section of track also delivered one of the
most spectacular accidentsin Thruxton
history when Australian Charlie Cox
rolled his Ford Mondeo 11 times during
the BTCC meeting in May 1995.

“I’dnever been ona circuit that flowed
like thisand I couldn’t believe how fast
itwas,” said Cox of hisfirst encounter
with Thruxton. “It wasn’tlike anything
athomein Australia. That day, up the
hill tothe chicanelhitthe brakesas
usual and it was like pulling the
handbrake on. Itrolled 11 times—we
counted later—and eventually landed
ontheserviceroad.Ineeded apassto
getback into the circuit!”

rid drew crowds

Eaves made histor

Although knocked around, Cox made
afullrecovery and returned torace at
Thruxton. “For all that, itis stillmy
favourite circuit,” headded.

Intothe new millennium, the BTCC
and British Superbikes have kept the
fans comingback to Thruxton and
actionisinvariably fast and furious
onatrack thatrewards car controland
bravado, but punishes errors. Dan
Eaves made a piece of BTCC history
when he won all threeracesin one day
in May 2005 and BTCC grandeeslike
Jason Plato and Andrew Jordanrate
itasone of their favourite tracks.

When the track was last resurfaced,
the notorious bump at the dauntingly
fast Church corner was eased a little,
butitremains one of the most
challenging corners atany UK track.
Addinan abrasive surface that can
kill tyres on a warm day and you have
atrack that constantly delivers
unpredictableraces.

Over this weekend a very special
meeting featuring classic and historic
racingas well as demonstration runs of
notable cars and bikes will be a fitting
celebration of half a century of racing
atthis gem of atrack.

With a very visible programme of
expenditure and improvement on-going
and passionateracers Bill Coombs and
Patrick Blakeney at the helm, Thruxton
hasneverlookedin better shape.Itisa
fine place to gomotorracing. ®
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Vi wit_-h'BTéC hat-trick

While 2018’s BTCC field
also tackles the same layout

1966, July:

Goodwood closes for racing

1967, October:

Plans for Thruxton approved

1968, March:

Inaugural race meeting

1968, April:

First European F2 meeting

1968, November:

Special stage onthe RAC Rally

1969, April:

Jochen Rindt takes second F2 victory

1969, August:

First noise enforcement notices served

1969, November:

First TV meeting

1970, April: Rindt completes F2 hat-trick

1971, May: UKJ's first Production Saloon race held

1972, May: Race days reducedto 12 peryear at public enquiry
1974, March: Easter F2 race cancelled for financial reasons
1975, March: Jacques Laffite wins as F2 returns

1979, November:

Nelson Piguet lapsin 65.5s testing an F1 Brabham

1982, November:

Ayrton Sennawins his first F3 race

1983, August:

New pits complex announced

1984, April: Mike Thackwell wins final Thruxton F2 race

1985, April: Firstand last Formula 3000 race

1988, February: | Dennis Carter joins the BARC team

1989, March: David Coulthard wins his debut carrace

1989, May: Five cars start inaugural Formula Renault race

1991, August: | Dave Coyne (Reynard 90D) sets lap record at 63.66s
1992, April: Marcel Albers killed in F3 accident at the chicane
1993, October: | Damon Hill laps a Williams FW15Cin 57.6s (147mph)
1995, May: Charlie Cox survives massive BTCC accident at the chicane
2000, August: | Earl Goddard (Reynard) sets new lap record in 61.96s
2005, May: Dan Eaves wins three BTCC races in one day

2007, April: Historic F2 headlines 40th anniversary meeting

2018, May: New Thruxton Centre building completed

2018, June: 50th anniversary meeting

} Jordan (r) says
! it’s about finesse
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Jason Plato

Two-time BritishTouring Car champion
“Thruxton was thefirst circuit that I raced at,
in Formula Renault back in 1990. It was
unbelievable! Find me a driver who doesn’t
have a wide-eyed moment at Thruxton!
Itisunlikeany other UK circuitand it’s
Jjustbrilliant.”

lllh\_?

Tiff Needell

Racerand presenter

“Ihad my firstever race win therein my Lotus 69
[Formula Ford] in 1972and won againinthatcarin
2014. It s just fast and flowing and not all stop/go,
soyou get proper racing. Allthe cornersaredifferent
and challenging. Now Ido 140mph passenger rides
aroundthetrack.”

Andrew Jordan

2013 BritishTouring Car champion

“Thruxton isoneof thoseplacesyou either click with
andembracethe high-speed nature, or youdon’t. You
need the car quite loose, which I also enjoy. People
think it’sallabout bravery, but round the back is
about finesseon the pedals. It’s got a great character
andthereisnowhereelse like Church corner. It always
makesfor good racing and I loveit:it’soneof my

favouritecircuits.”
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Champion was in the wall, and then on the top of the podium. By Hal Ridge
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Kristoffersson’s spill pushed track furniture into the on-coming traffic
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evertakeout
your team-mate;
anage-old
mantrafor
any multi-car
motorsport
outfit. Adriver’s
team-mateisthefirsttargetto
beat, but making contact with said
target, or even worse still-taking
them out of the running-istotally
outof the question.

Forthe third time in the World
Rallycross Championship’s first four
rounds this season, two high-profile
team-mates came together in the final
stages of an event as Silverstonemade
itsdebut appearancein theseries.

Thistime, the crash wasascenario
thathad huge implicationstothe
outcome of thefinal, which was won
by pointsleader Johan Kristoffersson.

Thereigningchampion’s PSRX
Volkswagen Sweden team-mate Petter
Solberghad topped the order on day
one, settingthe fastest timein Q1
12monthstothe weekend since his
mostrecent World RX win, at Lydden
Hill. Until the Silverstoneround,
Kristoffersson hadn’t set a single fastest
qualifying timein 2018. He rectified that
statistic by beingfastestin Q3and Q4 on
Sunday morningto climb to the top of
the Intermediate Classification,

—assisted in part by Mattias Ekstrom and

Solberg being stuck behind the ailing
Peugeot 208 of Timmy Hansen for more

B than twolaps in Q4, dropping the pair of

former World RX champions down the
Intermediate rankings.
Lastseason,as PSRX dominated
much of the campaign, the preferable
starting position forits drivers would
beforeach tostartonpole positionin
the two semi-finals, meaning they only
methead-to-head in thefinal. Butat
Silverstone, with Solberg qualifying
third, hejoined Kristoffersson on the
front row for semi-final one.
Asthelights changed and the pack
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rushed tothefirst corner, Solberg’s
Polo pulled ahead of Kristoffersson’s,
but wasn’tafull carlength clear, fora
second eventin succession the pair
made contact.

The Volkswagen drivers had come
togetherin theruntothefirst corner of
thefinalin Belgium a fortnight earlier
but, while Kristoffersson survived a
two-wheeled moment at Mettet, this
time around the front-left wheel of
the Swede’s carmade contact with the
right-rear of Solberg’s, sending his
Polointotheair and off the circuit.

AsKristoffersson heavily impacted
thetyrewall ontheinside of Turni,
thetrack furniture got pushed across
thecircuitand, despite Tommy
Rustad’s valiantattempt at forcinga
way through the displaced tyre barrier,
therace wasredflagged.

Mechanics were allowed onto the grid
torepair the carsfor three minutes
before therestarttook place,in which
time Solberghad aright-rear puncture
changed. But, the triple FIA World
champion thenlost ground on the
openinglap of therestartedraceand
dropped tofourth, before then retiring
onlap two with mechanical problems.

Meanwhile, Kristofferssonled
throughout tonet pole position for
thefinal, despite yet more drama
when his Polo stopped after the finish
line of the semi-final and had to be
recovered tothe paddock.

But, takingthelead from polein
thefinal, Kristoffersson fended off
early pressure from EKS Audi team-
mates Andreas Bakkerud and
Ekstrom in the openinglaps before
pullingan advantage to score his
third win of the year.

Bakkerud had passed Ekstrom
around the outsidein Turns1and 2
totake second, the pair avoiding
tripping over each other, unlike
duringthefirst corner of their semi-
final at round two in Portugal.
Havingdropped to third at

Kristoffersson kept
his winning habit

Silverstone, Ekstrom then also lost
outtoahard-charging Sebastien
Loeb when the Frenchman dived up
the inside of the Swede into the first
corner onlapfive, after the 2016
champion had taken his joker.

Loebhad taken hisjokeralap
earlier, having dropped aslow as
sixth before the first corner when
hefailed to get his 208 cleanly away
from second on the grid.

Bakkerud and Kristoffersson
took their jokers onlap five and
six respectively and held their
positions, while Loeb remained
third to continue his 100 per cent
podium record in 2018.

Ekstrom was fourth with Hyundai
120 campaigner Niclas Gronholm
fifth, the Finn again producinga
solid performance for his double
WRC champion father Marcus’ GRX
team. Kevin Hansen was slowed by a
broken left-rear wheel in the closing
stages and was sixth.

Hansen’s older brother Timmy
was again out of luck in the series’
fourth round, despite being fastest
in Q2 on Saturday afternoon. Like
Kevin would later experience in the
final, Timmy retired in the semis
with a broken wheel.

Mark Higgins made an impressive
World RX debutin Albatec Racing’s
latest-specification Peugeot 208 and
would have challenged for a position
in the semi-finals but for retiring
from his Q2race when therear
suspension broke onlanding from
the circuit’s jump.

British Touring Car star Andrew
Jordan had a difficult weekend on his
return to World RX with MJP Racing’s
brand new 2018-spec Ford Fiesta.
Despite anumber of niggling
technical problems Jordan won
hisracein Q3 and challenged for
thelead again in Q4 before the front
suspension broke in Turn 2 and his
weekend ended inretirement.
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Brit Mark Higgins was fast butw

ast

hwarted by broken suspension

When: May 25-27

FIAWorld Rallycross Championship, round 4/12

POS | DRIVER /CO-DRIVER | CAR | TIME
1 | JohanKristoffersson Volkswagen Polo 4m00.899s
2 | Andreas Bakkerud Audi S1 +0.859s
3 | Sebastien Loeb Peugeot 208 +1.346s
4 | Mattias Ekstrom Audi S1 +1.949s
5 | Niclas Gronholm Hyundaii20 +3.832s
6 | Kevin Hansen Peugeot 208 +29.983s

Points after 4/12 rounds: 1 Kristoffersson 105; 2 Loeb 91; 3 Bakkerud 83; 4 Petter Solberg (Volkswagen Polo) 80; 5
Ekstrom 80; 6 Timmy Hansen (Peugeot 208) 71. RX2 (All Supercar Lites) (6 laps) 1 Oliver Eriksson 4m16.904s;

2 Conner Martell +2.163s; 3 Sondre Evien; 4 Anders Michalak; 5 Glenn Haug; 6 Vasily Gryazin. ARX Supercar (6 laps)

1 Tanner Foust (Volkswagen Beetle) 4m08.903s; 2 Scott Speed (Volkswagen Beetle) +3.322s; 3 Liam Doran (Citroen DS3);
4 Patrik Sandell (Subaru WRX); 5 Timo Scheider (SEAT Ibiza); 6 David Higgins (Subaru WRX).

— — o

The 2016 champion Ekstrom was b

eatentothe podim by Loeb

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase, fiaworldrallycross.com, Albatec Racing, Volkswagen Motorsport, GRX
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Fans flock to enjoy the Speedmachine experience - hut at a healthy price

There was uproar when it was
announced that the World Rallycross
Championship would shed its
spiritual home of Lydden Hill. After
all, Silverstone didn’t even have a
circuitand it was forced to create one.

Last weekend’s event, branded
Speedmachine, was packed with
fans. If there was disquiet at the
move north, it was drowned out by
the click of turnstiles.

The event bolted on so much more
thanracing. The food festival, the
demonstrations by car makes, the
eSports element and the displays

and music made Speedmachine more
of acarnival than a motorsport event.

The weather helped too, of course,
and everyone was smiling.

It was alsonoticeable that the
majority of visitors were of amuch
younger demographic thanis
normally seen atarace meeting.

The open paddock isnothing new
for this branch of the sport, but fans
mingling with heroes is always
pleasanttosee.

If there could be a cause for concern,
it would be the price of the tickets.

At Lydden Hill, the World Rallycross

- : 3 Y P ‘ ‘
3 - % i E -

Silerstone circuit bosses reckoned that there were 27,000 fans at the venue for the Speedmachine debut

STAR PERFORMER

Foust’s first in the new American championship

Thefirstround of the new-for-2018
AmericasRallycross Championship
was held at Silverstone, in which
former World RX race winner Tanner
Foustdominated proceedings.

Hetopped the Intermediate
Classification, won his semi-final
and then claimed alights-to-flag
victoryinthefinal.

Foust’s Volkswagen Andretti
Rallycross team-mate Scott Speed
finished second, despite dropping down
theorder on the openinglap ashe was
passed by first double DTM champion
Timo Scheider and then Liam Doran
over the circuit’s jump. Speed repassed
Doran usingthejokerlap, then moved
up another position tofinish second
when Scheider crashed out on lap
four with broken suspension.

Doran finished third, while two-time
Junior World Rally champion Patrik
Sandell was fourth for Subaru
Rally Team USA.

Histeam-mate, former British Rally
champion David Higginsretired onlap
two. Albatec Racingowner Andy Scott’s
ARX weekend ended in the semi-finals.

Oliver Eriksson won the single-make
RX2category tomove intothe
championshiplead. Conner Martell
pulled off an outsidemove at Turn 1
torun second throughout, while
Sondre Evjen finished third. Reigning
British Rallycross champion Nathan
Heathcote endured a difficult weekend.
He was hampered by electrical
problems on day one beforerolling
hisTeam Faren-run carin Q3and
didn’tmake the semi-finals.

showdown was roughly the same
costasaday at British Touring Cars.
Lydden, clearly, doesn’t have the
infrastructure of an F1 venue,
but Silverstone seemed to realise this
and set the price of weekend tickets
from £70 for both days of the weekend.

While there were a bevy of
entertainments to keep 27,000 fans
occupied at Silverstone, there
wasn’t much in the way of on-track
action. That could be the only
real gripe, but the overall impression
of the event was superb.

MattJames
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Quietly going
abouthisbusiness
and staying out
oftrouble, Niclas
Gronholmmade the
final at Silverstone
and finished as
the top non-works
backed driver for
the second timein
fourracesthis
season.Seventh
inthe standings,
Gronholmregularly
out-paces more
experienced
team-mate Timur
Timerzyanov
andhasmadea
significantstep up
sincelastyear.

Foust topped the new ARX sees |
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ROUND-UP

Three race wins from pole position characterised the
BRDC British F3 weekend, but if that made it sound
easy, it was anything but.

Linus Lundqvist and Nicolai Kjaergaard arrived in
Norfolk as the form men atop the standings, and both
took awin apiece.

Kush Maini, while unable to take the top step (“it
was abit faraway” he admitted), proved he is still well
inthe hunt though, with those three now starting to
break away at the top.

As Lundqvist mused at the end of the weekend:

“It seems like acommon thing that Nicolai is always
onmytail.”

Carlin’s Kjaergaard took first blood in race one,
and a couple of fastest laps from Lundqvist couldn’t
upset the Dane’s rhythm.

That was in part because of the nature of the circuit
—following in the F3 cars was clearly tricky for those
running at the front, letalone those further back.

“It's avery technical circuit,” Kjaergaard agreed.
“But we have always got to be fast because we need
togetasfarupaspossible.”

But overtaking difficulties just put more importance
on making the most progress in the reversed grid race
two, as Lundqyist proved.

Manuel Maldonado was on pole for that reversed-
grid race, and with victory at Oulton Park under his
belt, he was out to do the same again.

Krish Mahadik kept him honest throughout to come
home 0.598s behind the Fortec driver.

But it was behind where the real action happened.

Allthree of the race one podium drivers had the
pace to make gains, and Kjaergaard was up to sixth
within two laps.

Onthe third lap he got the switchback on Tom
Gamble, but the pair jostling for the same piece of
asphaltat Turn 3 was only ever going to end with a
collision, which retired both on the spot, and with ita
potential bagful of points for Kjaergaard.

“Ihad really good pace,” he said. “l was making a lot
of points and a lot of positions.”

Analysis of those first two laps showed Kjaergaard
was 1.7s quicker than Lundqvist on lap one, and a full
second quicker than those ahead on the second lap,
which meant the Carlin driver lost at least 22 points,
assuming he finished in the sixth spot he was running
in.Inall likelihood a podium result was on.

Instead, it was Lundqvist who picked up the healthy
haul, steady progress helping him to fourth at the
chequered flag.

And the importance of those was not lost on him.

“When they brought in the full reverse you can make
race two pretty big for points scoring,” he said, “and
that was just by the overtaking.”

Maini had his own problems when contact froma
rival on the Bentley Straight caused a right-rear
puncture and left the Indian alap down.

The weekend finished with a comfortable lights-to-
flag win for poleman Lundqvist, who headed back to
Sweden with abeaming smile.

His parting shot was an ominous warning to his
rivals: “l thought Snetterton was going to be my worst
weekend, so to get these points, |am delighted.”

Ant Whorton-Eales suffered a crank pulley snap in
thefirstlap of race one in the Mini Challenge JCWs,
ending his Saturday early and leaving Nathan
Harrison to claim race one ahead of Henry Neal.

Inthe second, Luke Reade and Rob Smith made
contactat Brundle, which kicked up plenty of dust
and put both out. That opened the door for Jac Maybin
to trouble David Robinson for the lead with adaring
side-by-side moment through Murrays on the last
tour. Robinson just held on for victory, while Whorton-
Eales recovered to seventh from the back.

Simon Walton took a seemingly comfortable first
Volkswagen Racing Cup race thanks to
squabbling between Jessica Hawkins, Martin
Depperand Dennis Strandberg behind.

But Depper refused to be denied in the second
race, making the most of an opportunity at the end of
the firstlap to take alead he wouldn't relinquish.

Tom Golding looked to have the first Ginetta G40
Cup race sewn up after taking the lead from Rob
Keogh with the slipstream on the runinto Wilson,
but threw it away on the last lap at Murrays with a
wide moment onto the grass, handing a delighted
Jack Oliphant the victory.

Keogh held off a lap-five charge from Golding —
through a barely-visible gap up the inside of Brundle
—and then Oliphant to win the second race.

Jeff Wilson, Alan Henderson and Bill Addison diced
forthe race one win inthe Northern Saloon and
Sports Car Championship, but it was Addison
who claimed it thanks to some staunch defending
and Wilson running wide at Hamilton.

JasonNoble
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1STONSWEEPSTHE
SPORT.UNSTOPPABLE

Farmer/Thiim claimed race
one win from pole position

ince 2015, only
Aston Martin and
Lamborghini have
shared British GT
race victories at
Snetterton.
Therefore, when
youremove one of those brands
from contention, the otheris
likely to dominate.

With five of the 11 starters being
mounted in the British brand’s
Vantage GT3,and with all of them
boastingafactory racer, Astons
werein aleague of their ownin
Norfolk —especially the ones run by
the TF Sport team.

Both Mark Farmer/Nicki Thiim
and Derek Johnston/Marco
Sorensen topped the podium across
the weekend, as both raceslargely
became an Aston benefit.

Theproven Vantage GT3 may be
theoldest design onthe grid, butit’s
always been athome at Snetterton.
The car enjoys strong traction for the

2 Kush Maini (Lanan) +4.864s; 3 Linus Lundquist (Double
R); 4 Jordan Cane (Douglas Motorsport); 5 Harry Webb
(Chris Dittmann Racing); 6 Tristan Charpentier (Fortec).
Fastest lap Lundqvist 1m44.523s (102.25mph). Pole
Kjaergaard. Starters 17.

Race 2 (10 laps) 1 Manuel Maldonado (Fortec); 2 Krish
Mahadik (Double R) +0.598s; 3 Sasakorn Chaimongkol
(Hillspeed); 4 Lundqvist; 5 Arvin Esmaeili (Douglas); 6
Jusuf Owega (Hillspeed). FL Maini 1m44.819s
(101.96mph). P Maldonado. S 17.

Race 3 (10 laps) 1 Lundqvist; 2 Kjaergaard +0.386s; 3
Maini; 4 Charpentier; 5 Webb; 6 Billy Monger (Carlin). FL
Kjaergaard 1m46.011s (100.82mph). P Lundquist. S 17.
Points (after nine of 24 races): 1 Lundquist 239pts;

2 Kjaergaard 209; 3 Maini 170; 4 Tom Gamble (Fortec)
137; 5 Mahadik 130; 6 Maldonado 128.

BRDG British F3 (10 laps) 1 Nicolai Kjaergaard (Carlin);

drive out of the tight stuff, and a good
aerobalance to keep the speed up
through the faster, flowing sections.

On Saturday morning, both TF
Sport cars suffered from understeer,
promptinga series of changes
across the practice sessions to find
animproved balance. The increased
track temperature for qualifying
helped too, and Farmer/Thiim
annexed pole for both races when
each driver topped their respective
Am and Prosessions.

In contrast, the other brands just
couldn’t keep up. Jon Minshaw/Phil
Keen’s Lamborghini Huracan has
been the only interloperin the Aston
stranglehold in recent years, but
was undone by weight this year.

With the Huracan faring well in
Europe at the moment, their car
arrived wearing an extra 35kg of
lead compared tolast season, which
hampered its pace and set-up. The
car would start third and second
respectively, with team head Mark

Ginetta G40 Cup

Race 1: Jack Oliphant

Race 2: Rob Keogh

Race 3: Tom Golding

Ginetta Racing Drivers Club

Race 1: Stephen Docker

Race 2: James Crawshaw

Mini Challenge JCW

Race 1: Nathan Harrison

Race 2: David Robinson

Northern Saloon and Sports Car Championship
Race 1: Bill Addison (Caterham Superlight)
Race 2: Alan Henderson (Ginetta G50 GT4)
Volkswagen Racing Cup

Race 1: Simon Walton (Audi TT)

Race 2: Martin Depper (VW Scirocco)

Lemmer insisting he was “surprised
we could even get that close,
considering the Balance of
Performance [equalisation grading]
this weekend”.

Snetterton has never been a happy
hunting ground for Bentley. The
Continental GT3 doesn’t enjoy great
traction, meaningitlagsin the speed
traps on both longstraights, which
are a significant portion of thelap.

When thelights went out for race
one, Farmer bolted away, followed by
Graham Davidson’s Jetstream
Vantage, Minshaw and Rick Parfitt
inthelead Bentley. Minshaw had to
make amove early, and snatched
second at Murrays, but then lost
ground with a mistake at Riches and
dropped to fourth, finally allowing
the Aston brigade clear.

Davidson made amove for the lead
at Wilson, and Parfitt also managed to
demote therattled Farmer just before
the safety car was called for a stranded
GT4McLaren on theinfield. The

caution period coincided with the pit
window, meaningall of theleaders
pitted together.

Theracein the pits was decisive. TF
got Farmer changed for Thiim in
better time, and the polesitter rejoined
justahead of Maxime Martin, who
relayed Davidson. But things were
worse at Team Parker. Parfitt dived
intothe pits after alate call, and was
then hit by what was described as “a
cluster-f***of issues”, includingatyre
mix-up and traffic. The Bentley’srace
waslost there and then.

Onceahead, Thiim starred, putting
inastormingstint to win by over seven
seconds from Martin.

“Nickiisjustsuperhuman,” said
Farmer. “I was pleased with my stint,
evenif itdidn’t go fully to plan. But
Nicki’s pace was unbelievable! We've
really managed to settle the car down
and getittorotate as we want. Things
arelooking good this weekend.”

Keen salvaged third, ahead of the
sister Barwell Lambo of Sam de Haan/

DoubleR’s Lundqwst extended his British F3 serieslead at Snetterton




Jonny Cocker, which recovered from a
spinatthestart.

With the flying Thiim at the head
of the grid again, things looked
straightforward for race two. The Dane’s
mission was to pull out a gap sufficient
enough to overturn the extra 10 seconds
the car would have to spend stationary
duringits pitstop after the earlier win.

Hemade solid inroads early on, pulling
ahandful of seconds clear of Sorensen in
thesister car, who had jumped ahead of
Keen on therolling start. But that work
was then undone by a safety car called to
help extricate Ben Barnicoat’s stricken
McLaren after a clash at Agostini.

Afterthat, Thiim/Farmer’s hopes of
the win were gone, but a solid result was
stillon.

Sorensen shadowed Thiim until the pit
window and then followed him in. With
noadditional stop time aftera
disappointing run tofifth after a few
spinsinrace one, Johnston took over and
emerged in thelead ahead of Andrew
Howard, who had taken over the
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Farmer and Thiim (r)

RESULTS

British GT (30 laps) 1 Mark Farmer/ Nicki Thim
(TF Sport Aston Martin Viantage); 2 Graham
Davidson/ Maxime Martin (Jetstream Aston Martin
Vantage) +7.111s; 3 Jon Minshaw/ Phil Keen
(Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini Huracan); 4 Sam
de Haan/Jonny Cocker (Barwell Motorsport
Lamborghini Huracan); 5 Derek Johnston/ Marco
Sorensen (TF Sport Aston Martin Vantage); 6 Lee
Mowle/Yelmer Buurman (ERC Sport Mercedes-
AMG). Fastest lap Sorensen 1m49.183s (37.88mph)
Pole position Farmer 1m49.798s (37.34mph).
Starters 11.

Race 2 (31 laps) 1 Johnston/Sorensen; 2 Andrew
Howard/Darren Turner (Beechdean Aston Martin
Vantage) +0.507s; 3 Farmer/Thiim; 4 Flick Haigh/
Jonny Adam (Optimum Motorsport Aston Martin
Viantage); 5 Minshaw/ Keen; 6 Jordan Witt/ Struan
Moore (RUN Motorsport Nissan GT-R NISMO). FL
Thiim 1m49.225s (97.85mph). P Thiim 1m47.385s
(99.53mph). $11.

Points (after five of 10 rounds): 1 Mowle/
Buurman 78.5pts; 2 Minshaw/ Keen 74; 3 Howard/
Turner 66.5; 4 Johnston/Sorensen 64; 5 Farmer/
Thiim 61; Haigh/Adam 57.

- | GT4 (28 laps) 1 David Pattison/Joe Oshorne
| (Tolman Mtorsport McLaren 5708S); 2 Michael
0'Brien/ Charlie Fagg (Tolman Motorsport McLaren)
+6.404s; 3 Will Moore/ Matt Nicoll-Jones (Academy
Motorsport Aston Martin Viantage); 4 Nick Jones/
Scott Malvern (Team Parker Racing Mercedes-
AMG); 5 Adam Balon/Ben Bamcioat (Track-Club
McLaren 570S); 6 Ben Tuck/Ben Green (Century
Motorsport BMW M4). FL Jack Mitchell (Century
Motorsport BMW M4 GT4) 1m59.778s (89.23mph).
P Tuck Tm58.438s (90.24mph). CW Pattison/
Osborne. § 22.
Race 2 (29 laps) 1 Tuck/ Green; 2 Lewis Proctor/
Jordan Albert (Tolman Motorsport McLaren 570S)
+2.583s; 3 Moore/ Nicoll-Jones; 4 Graham
Johnson/ Mike Robinson (Balfe Motorsport McLaren
5708); 5 Calum Pointon/ Patrik Matthiesen (HHC
Motorsport Ginetta G55); 6 0'Brien/ Fagg.
FL Daniel McKay (Equipe Verschuur McLaren 5708)
1m59.326s (89.57mph). P Nicoll-Jones 1m57.854s
(90.68mph). § 22.
Points: 1 Pointon/ Matthiesen 65.5pts; 2 0'Brien/
Fagg 65; 3 Moore/ Nicoll-Jones 52.5; 4 Tuck/ Green
48; 5 Pattison/ Oshorne 45; 6 Balon/ Barnicoat 43.

Beechdean Aston that Darren Turner
had brought in from fourth.

Howard was never more than afew
tenths from the tail of Johnston, but the
2016 champion managed toresist the 2015
victortotheflag.

“Itwas anintense final 20 minutes!”
said Johnston. “The traffic was terrible
anditnever did me any favoursasI’d find
the gap and Andrew would just follow me
through each time.Icouldn’tmakea
single mistake.”

Farmer capped his weekend with
another podium as Astons swept the
board. Flick Haigh/Jonny Adam’s
Optimum Vantage was fourth, having
cured a straight-line speed issue from
race one. Davidson would have made it
an all-Aston top five, but was demoted
back toninth for punting Minshaw intoa
spin at Wilson late on.

Lee Mowle and Yelmer Buurman still
lead the championship, but could only
manage abest of sixthinraceoneas
their Mercedes-AMG struggled on the
straights after a power restriction.

The heavily-laden Lambo struggled to mach the pace of the Aston Martins

Both GT4 battles were stories of
triumph againstadversity, as
McLaren and BMW shared the wins.

It’'sbeenalong wait for a British GT
victory for Joe Osborne. Having been
stripped of a GT3 win here backin 2016
for what was deemed as ‘avoidable
contact’ with Phil Keen, and then
beingrobbed of a comfortablelead by a
safety carlast year, Osborne and team-
mate David Pattison’sluck finally
turnedin Norfolk as they hit the top
stepof the podiuminrace one.

Thefleet of McLarens weren’t the
fastest thingaround the 300 circuit,
mostly duetothe carscarryingan
extrall5kgof lead at thistrack —
somethingthat madefindingthe
optimal window for switchingthe
tyres on and not overcooking themin
the warm conditions tricky tofind.

Instead it was BMW and Aston
Martin to theforeinitially. Century
Motorsport’s M4 GT4s were seriously
quick, with Ben Tuck snatching pole
forrace oneand then openingouta
comfortablelead. Thatisbefore the
racewasturned onitshead by a
safety car, called when Graham
Johnson’s McLaren ground toahalt
ontheinfield with an electrical issue.

The caution camejust before the pit
window, meaning almost the entire
field opted to pileinto the pitsatthe
first opportunity.

Notonly did the safety car rob Tuck
of hisfive-secondlead, butitalso
spelled the end of the challenge forall
of theleaders, who were all silver-
rated crews. That grading means the
carsmustserve an extra12secondsin
their pitstops.

Suddenly therace order of Tuck,
Will Moore’s Aston, Callum Pointon’s
Ginettaand Michael O’Brien’s fast-
startingMcLaren was disrupted.
When they allrejoined, the best placed
was O’Brien’s car, which was back in
fourth with Charlie Faggnow aboard.

With shorter stops, the Pro-Am
pairingsleaptup the order, Osborne

/

McLAREN, BMW SHARE THE SPOILS

Pit perfection helped Pattison and Osborne (56)
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Photos: Jakob Ebrey

Tuck/Green BMW
= was a star runner

to victory

rejoined in second having taken the
car over from Pattison down in 10th.
Osborne hunted down Matt George’s
Jaguar F-type SVR for the lead,
shortly before the interloping Jag was
pinged for cuttingits pit time short.

Once clear, Osborne made no
mistake and won by a clear margin.
“Lookslikeit’s third time lucky!” he
said. “It’sbeen ages since my last win
—backina GT3Porschein 2012, and
that was here too! The safety car
made that for us. Hopefully I won’t
have to wait another six years for
similarluck here!”

Behind Osborne a thriller played
outfor second. Fagg worked his way
up, but had Matt Nicoll-Jones (in for
Moore) and Scott Malvern’s Mercedes
filling his mirrors for the final laps as
hefell just shy of afirst outright
podium alongside Nick Jones.

Afterlosingoutinraceone,
Century’s Ben Green/Tuck almost
lost their shotat victory in race two
as well, when Green was tipped out
of the top four by contact from Dan
McKay’s McLaren.

“Ijust saw the barrier coming
towards me and thought, right we’re

f***ed!” said Green, who somehow
managed tokeepit out of the Armco.
Green got goingagainandsetupa
stunning comeback drive that

would end with the pair taking their
first victory.

Green foughtback to 10thin the
tightly bunched pack, and Century
timed its earlier stop perfectly to get
Tuck installed and back outin
fourth place.

Fromthen on, Tuck wasona
charge, picking off his rivals until he
slipped past the McLaren of Lewis
Proctor/Jordan Albertinto Nelson
onthefinallap.

“We’ve always had this pace, but
we’ve only just been able toshow itin
the dry, and the team called our stop
perfectly —butIstill have noidea how
we won that!” said Tuck.

Nicoll-Jones/Moorefinished third,
havingbattled gamely againsta
broken downshift paddle from lap
two, which meant the crew had to
improvise by flicking the carinto
automaticto getittochange gear.

Graham Johnson/Mike Robinson
won the Pro-Am class after curinga
broken gearbox sensor.

~ Johnston/Sorensen
Won Narrow race two
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RACING REPORTS

BRANDS HATCH: MSVR MASTERS HISTORIC FESTIVAL BY
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Stretton grabbed
the lead on lap two

r

STRETTON AND PADMORE SECURE-=
THEMASTERS HISTORIC F1°W

Forward

Photos: Gary Hawkins

WINNERS ‘
FIA Masters Historic F1 -
Race 1: Nick Padmore (Williams FWO07C-14) '

Race 2: Martin Stretton (Tyrrell 012-5)

-
FIA Masters Historic Sportscars !
Leo Voyazides/ Simon Hadfield (Lola-Chevrolet T70
Mk3B)

HSCC Historic F2
Race 1: Dean Forward (March-BDG 782)
Race 2: Matthew Wrigley (March-BDA 79B)

Masters Endurance Legends
Race 1: Rui Aguas (Peugeot 908X)
Race 2: Rui Aguas (Peugeot 908X)

Masters Gentlemen Drivers
Shaun Balfe/Andy Wolfe (AC Cobra)

Masters Pre-'66 Touring Cars
Mark Sumpter (Ford Lotus Cortina)

Youngtimer Touring Car Challenge
Race 1: Daniel Brown (Ford Escort RS1800 Mk2)
Race 2: Daniel Brown (Ford Escort RS1800 Mk2)

profited from Cha:rtens s F2 woes

A hard-fought win apiece by

FIA Historic Formula 1 champions
Nick Padmore and Martin Stretton
wowed Whitsun weekend
audiences as the wail of Ford
Cosworth DFV enginesrent the
airabove Brands Hatch’s Grand
Prix Circuit at the Masters Historic
Festival. Pre-’78 honours were
also split, between Greg Thornton
(Lotus 77) and Max Smith-Hilliard
(Fittipaldi F5A).

Poleman Padmore (ex-Carlos
Reutemann Williams FW07C) controlled
Saturday’srace, but Strettonragged
Martin Adams’ ex-Stefan Bellof/Martin
Brundle Tyrrell 012-5, holdingitin lurid
powerslides as he pressured Padmore
tothe chequered flag. With Michael
Cantillon (Williams FW07), Simon Fish
(Ensign N180) and Thornton chasing
them, therace wasred-flagged when
behind Thornton alunge by Steve
Boultbee Brooks (Lotus 81-1) turned
team-mate Katsu Kubota (91-7) over at
Druids. The Japanese driver escaped
injury. Earlier Steve Hartley (Arrows
A4)had tripped over Joaquin Folch
(Brabham BT49C) at Surtees.

With Saturday’s top eight finishers
reversed, Stretton made lighter work of
Sunday’srace than Padmore, screaming
past Smith-Hilliard at Druids on lap two
and stayingthere as Padmorejoined
himnext timeround. “Igot a couple of
lucky breaks,” admitted Stretton. Fish
ambushed Smith-Hilliard for third after
Cantillon spun Thorntonround at

Druids, putting himself outand
triggering the full-course caution under
which theracefinished. Hartley and
Boultbee Brooks completed the top six.

Back where Formula 2’s European
championship endedin 1984, the first
Historic F2race wasafascinating
tribute. Poleman Mark Charterisand
new leader Mark Dwyer (March 742s)
were opportunistically passed by Dean
Forward (782) at Surtees but “two into
onedidn’tgo” ontheexit. As Forward
and Dwyer touched, spinning the latter
out, Charterisretook the initiative only
forhis gearbox to jamin fourth seconds
later. Forward thus won from Chris
Lillingston-Price (Chevron B40)and
Matt Wrigley, first time outin dad Mike’s
FAtlantic March 79B. From the back,
Richard Evans (742) was fifth when
hisBDG’sdrive beltjumped a tooth.

Minus Forward, the unwell
Lillingston-Price and Dwyer, Evans
(valvesreplaced by Dave Gathercole)
shotthrough tolead the second contest
before parking at Dingle Dell with an
oilleak. Wrigley capitalised, repelling
Mike Bletsoe-Brown (Chevron B27).
American James King (March 712)
inflicted arare Pre-"721600cc defeat on
quintuple champion andrace one victor
Robert Simac tofinish third, and had
the surreal experience of staving off
Frazer Gibney’s March 76B, his car
42 yearspreviously!

Leo Voyazides and Simon Hadfield
celebrated their racing partnership’s
10th anniversary by winning the FIA

Sportscarroundinthe Greek’s
ex-Emerson Fittipaldi Lola T70 Mk3B,
butit wasahuge team effort. Gareth
Hayesheard anoiseasheranits
Chevrolet V8 engine up for qualifying,
and found its oil pump to be seized, thus
theyinstalled the spare overnight. While
two-litre standouts Henry Fletcher
(Chevron B19), poleman Manfredo
Rossidi Montelera (Abarth Osella

PA1, beforeitsfuel metering unit belt
broke) and Goncalo Gomes (L.ola T212)
squabbled over thelead and Mike
Whitaker’s ex-John Surtees T'70
Spyder’sengine punched arod through
its sump, triggering a caution period, as
Voyazides climbed to fourth before
installing Hadfield.

Fletcher picked up arear puncturejust
before his scheduled stop, but notevena
third safety car could stop Hadfield.
Despite having being passed by fast
invitee Fletcher, Jason Wright (T'70)
was returned to second on countback
when Paul Allen—-whohad hithimashe
stopped atthe adjacent pit—spun his
T212into the Sheene Curve gravel bed
bringingoutan early red. This hiatus
also changed the Chevron B8fight,
reprieving Callum Lockie whose
moment (in Julian Thomas’ car) had
let Mark and Andrew Owen back
ahead, and defused a gripping Hulme
class fight between the Cooper T61Ms of
Keith Ahlers (Ford) and Steve Farthing
(Chevrolet), which was building to
acrescendo.

Portuguese veteran Rui Aguasaced

Wolfe and Balfe (r) topped the Gentleman Drivers contest in AC Cobra

g—-—

Voyazides/Hadfield’s winning Lola

both Masters Endurance Legends
prototyperacesin Kriton Lendoudis’
2008 Peugeot 908X. Setting the event’s
fastestracelapat 1m19.420s(110.29mph),
Aguasovercame hefty pro-driver
penalties to oust 1999 FFirst champion
Alex Kapadia (ORECA 03 LMP2)in
Saturday’s opener and then the
impressively combative Steve Tandy
(Lola-Mazda B12/60), circulatingever
quicker on Sunday.

Thefirstrace wasfragmented,
followingasecondlap clash at
Hawthornsbetween David Porter’s
stout Peugeot 908 and Niki Leutwiler’s
ORECA 03, thus Kapadia’s car owner
Martin Rich finished his stint behind
the pace car. The ORECA returned to
the pitsin kit form. Rich went well
on Sunday, clear of Martin Short’s
gloriously shrill Dallara-Judd V10,
embroiled with Nigel Greensallin Rick
Carlino’s bellowing Riley & Scott MKk3.

Andy Wolfe repeated last year’s
Gentlemen Drivers victory, albeit
with Shaun Balfe subbing for Michael
Gansinthe AC Cobra. GT racer Balfe
raised his game, keeping Mike Whitaker
(TVR Griffith) honest and handing
Wolfe “amint car” for the final push.
Whitaker builta decisive-lookinglead
before his brakes faded and he slid off
at Westfield, dislodging a brake duct.
‘Meatball’ flagged for it to be sorted,
Whitaker growled back past John
Spiers’ similar but brakeless car to
regain second as four ‘Griffs’ finished
in the top six, Peter Thompson/Mark

Hales and Jamie Boot shaded by Rob
Fenn’s class-winning Lotus Elan.
David Grace/Jack Rawles (Austin-
Healey 3000) and Rick Bourne/
Malcolm Paul (TVR Grantura) won
the other competitive divisions.

The Masters Pre-’66 Touring Car
contest was thrown wide open when
CraigDavies’ Ford Mustangretired
early with broken suspension. Mark
Sumpter and Steve Soper (Lotus
Cortinas) were left battlingit out,
pursued by Mike Gardiner and
Julian Thomas (Falcons), with
Andrew Haddon and Geoff Letts
(Cortinas)in thethick of itand Nick
Swiftas best of the Minis.

Soper led briefly before his car’s
handling went awry. “After three or
four offsIcalleditaday,” hesaid, having
left Sumpter to complete a fine victory.
Havingacclimatised to Gardiner’s car,
Andy Wolfe scrapped with Callum
Lockie (in for Thomas), earning a class-
winning second when the Scot had to
serve a drivethrough penalty for a pit
infringement. “Running side-by-side
through Sheene Curve was a bit
awkward, but we gave each other
justenoughroom,” said Wolfe.

Thomas/Lockie were still third, ahead
of theremarkable Swift, clutchless
Lettsand Rob Fenn (Mustang) who
overpowered ‘Ralphie’ Haddon/Mark
Martin (Cortina). Rarely separated,
the Minis of Tom Bell/Joe Ferguson
and Chris Middlehurst were nextin,
monstered by Mark Burton’s Mustang.

Aguas claimed a double as Endurance Legends visited UK for first time
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Racing novice Mark Burton
extended his Locost Championship
lead in style with a stunning clean
sweep of victories at Croft.

Theex-sprinterdidn’t startany of
thethreeracesfrom the frontrow,
butproved themantobeatinatrio
of slipstreamingencounters.

Reigning champion Ian Allee endured
anightmaremeeting, receivingtwo
post-race penalties and a three-place
grid dropfor the nextround at Pembrey.

Alleeledrace one from pole but
was quickly caught by Burton
and Martin West.

Westand Allee each took turnsin
thelead butit was Burton who surged
pastbothinto Tower to seize thelead
onthefinallap,as Alleeran wideand
finished fourth behind title contender
Ben Powney.

West battled Burton valiantly inrace
two butlost second on the final tour
toLouis Wall atthe Complex. Allee
finished runner-up on theroad but was
relegated tofifth after beingdeemed to
pass Wall off-track.

Burton had arelatively sedatefinal
race beforelast-lap chaosensued. Allee
ceded top spot to Burton after running
wide atthe Complex and collected the
innocent West as herejoined the track,
which allowed Jack Coveney and David
Mason to complete the podium.

It wasasimilar storyin Formula Vee
as CraigPollard struck late on in both
races tobecome thefirstdrivertoclaim
two victories this season.

Pointsleader Pollard fought tooth-and-
nail with 2008 champion Daniel Hands
throughouta thrillingfirst race and only
claimed victory after Hands slid wide at
the hairpin on the penultimate lap.

The pairresumed their battleat the
startof race twobutaclash of wheels
exiting Tower sent Hands out of the
topfive, enabling Class Brunner
James Harridge to challenge Pollard.

Butany chance of Harridge and
Pollard dukingit out for top honours
were curtailed when Jamie Harrison
and Richard Rainbow’s stricken cars
broughtouttheredflags.

Two podiums and a penultimate-lap
retirement for title rival David Whitmore
allowed Tom Collertoextend his
M3 Cup pointsadvantage.

Coller finished a distant second to Paul
Cook in the openingrace, profiting from

Clean sweep: Burton SRS
was unstoppable

Simon Walker-Hansell hitting gearbox
troublein the closing stages.
Thirdinrace two behind Walker-Hansell
and winner Cook was made even sweeter
for Coller by Whitmore grindingtoa
haltafterlosingdriveat thefinal corner.
Darren Ballresolutely fended
off countless assaults from David
Drinkwater and Lewis Carterto
prevail in the 330 Challenge.
Ben Rushworth got himself back
into Hot Hatch championship
contention after scoringabrace
of comfortable victories.
ThePullborough driver stroked his
Honda Integra DC2to victory by four
seconds from pointsleader Ali Camp’s

ANGLESEY: BARC BY JAKE NICHOL

DEBUTANT O’BRIEN STUNS ON UK LEGENDS DEBUT WITH WINS

American one-off entrant Jordan O’Brien

stolethe show atthe BARC Anglesey
meeting, with astunning weekend in the
UK National Legends series.

O’Brien, in hisfirst ever race meetingin
the UK, wasrequired tostartall sixraces
fromlastplace onthe grid, but thisdid not
stop him climbingto thirdin heat one
of round one. He followed that up with
aseventh in heat two before another
third-placefinish in theround onefinal.

Stephen Whitelegg picked up the heat
one victory, while championship leader
John Mickel came away with abrace
of winsin the following two events.

Butintheroundtworacesheldona
damp, rain affected Sunday in North
Wales, O’Brien was very nearly unbeatable.

Inthe10-lapper heat onerace, Miles
Rudman was just able tohold the 19-year-
old American off by the slim margin of

ey =y :

Entertaining Scottish Mini races

0.083s. But O’Brien got hisrevenge in
theheattworace, pipping Rudman to
first place by just over two tenths.

Intheround two finale, O’Brien put
inastunningrecovery drive to take the
win. After scything through thefield,
he was quickly up to third place, but

contact at the Banking halfway through

the 12-lap encounterled to a 360-degree

spin, which only cost him three seconds

toleader Sean Smith.

O’Brien then setabout chasing Smith
down, carving chunks of time out of the
leader. On the finallap, at the Rocket
complex, O’Brien nipped through to
scoreamemorable win.

Unlikeinthe UK Legends, the Scottish
and Irish equivalent could not deliver
the same excitement and suspense.
This was despite four different drivers
takingthespoils.

Irishman Paul O’Brien (norelation
toJordan) wasin fine form on Saturday,

pickingup aheattwo and final win around

Anglesey’s coastal circuit. David Hunter
took the heat one win.

With the constant threat of rain rolling
infromthe Irish Sealoomingoverthe
track on Sunday morning, Jordan

Ford Fiesta ST inrace one. Camp ran
thirdin arestarted second race

when a dead battery forced him to
retire. Stephen Sawley finished second
while Rodren Vellaand Michael
Winkworth took class honours.

Defending RGB Sports 1000
champion and current pointsleader
Billy Albone claimed both wins in
his Spire GT3. Albone beat Chris
Wesemael and Paul Smith to
remain unbeaten in 2018.

Andy Ebdon and Paul Wells (Caterham
Seven 310R) struck late on to deny
Class Brunner Imran Khan and
secure victory in an attritional
Roadsports Endurance race.

Alicomers
Doug Carter (Radical PR6)

BMW Car Club Racing Championship
Race 1: Michael Cutt (BMW E36 M3)
Race 2: Kirk Armitage (BMW E36 M3)

Formula Vee
Race 1: Craig Pollard (Bears GAC)
Race 2: Craig Pollard (Bears GAC)

Hot Hatch
Race 1: Ben Rushworth (Honda Integra DC2)
Race 2: Ben Rushworth (Honda Integra DC2)

Locost

Race 1: Mark Burton
Race 2: Mark Burton
Race 3: Mark Burton

M3 Cup
Race 1: Paul Cook
Race 2: Paul Cook

MX-5 Cup

Race 1: Ben Short
Race 2: Ben Short
Race 3: Ben Short

_ | RGB Sports 1000
Race 1: Billy Albone (Spire GT3) !
Race 2: Billy Albone (Spire GT3) »

Roadsports Series
Andy Ebdon/Paul Wells
(Caterham Seven 310R)
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Hodgson took heat one victory, while
Hunter doubled-up in heat two.

Geoff Richardson followed the theme
of the winner beingrelatively untroubled
witharesounding6.6s win over James
Holman in the round twofinal. Over the
course of the sixraces, both Scotland and
Ireland won three events apiece.

The Scottish Motor Racing Club held its
annual ‘away-day’ from Knockhill, with
the Minis providing the highlight.

Inaclosely fought opener, John Duncan
completed alights-to-flag win, but was
under severe pressure from the pack,
led by Dominic Wheatley.

Wheatley was within 0.5s of Duncan for
the 15-minuterace, but never truly looked

American O’Brien (140) started last in all six races but won in two of them

likemakingamove forthelead. The
topfourinthe race were separated by
just1.4s, with David Sleigh and Michael
Weddell addingto the excitementin the
four-car train.

Inracetwo, Craig Blakeled initially
but would drop down to third by the
flag,as Wheatley eased to a4.4s win over
Robbie Dalgleish after hitting the front
onlapsixof 10.

Invincibility was the name of the game

for Paul Rose in the CNC Head Sports
and Saloons, with three wins from
three. Fellow Saker RAPX S1-400
exponent Steve Harris kept Rose honest
inraces two and three after finishing
29.3sdownin the opener.

= = T,
wins in Formula Vee t

CNC Heads Sports and Saloons

Race 1: Paul Rose (Saker RAPX $1-400)
Race 2: Paul Rose (Saker RAPX $1-400)
Race 3: Paul Rose (Saker RAPX S$1-400)

Mazda MAX5
Race 1: Paul Roddison (Mazda MX-5 Mk4)
Race 2: Jeremy Shipley (Mazda MX-5 Mk4)

Scottish Fiestas
Race 1: Blair Murdoch
Race 2: Wayne MacAulay

Scottish and Irish Legends

Heat 1: David Hunter (Legend 34 Ford Coupe)
Heat 2: Paul 0'Brien (Legend Coupe)

Round 1 final: Paul 0'Brien (Legend Coupe)
Heat 1: Jamie Hodgson (Legend Coupe)

Heat 2: David Hunter (Legend 34 Ford Coupe)
Round 2 final: Geoff Richardson (Legend Coupe)

Scottish Mini Gooper Cup
Race 1: John Duncan
Race 2: John Duncan

UK National Legends

Heat 1: Stephen Whitelegg (Legend Coupe
Heat 2: John Mickel (Legend 34 Ford Coupe)
Round 1 final: John Mickel (Legend 34 Ford
Coupe)

Heat 1: Miles Rudman (Legend 34 Ford Coupe)
Heat 2: Jordan 0'Brien (Legend 34 Ford Coupe)
Round 2 final: Jordan 0'Brien (Legend 34 Ford
Coupe)
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Mark Hoppe proved his last win wasn't
afluke withameasured drive to win the
Derwydd Car Trial on Saturday.

Initially challenged by Dick Glossop
and despite a blocked jet in his carburettor
during alight shower of rain, Hoppe took
the class win and overall glory narrowly
from brother-in-law Shawn Franklin.
Franklin drove superbly to win the new-car
class from Barrie Parker, who remained in
his Fiat 600. Gary Preston finally managed
to overcome nigglingissues in his newly
built Fiat 127 to win the front-wheel-drive
class completing the podium, ahead of
Dave Walker who beat Richard Harrison.
Glossop could only manage fifth overall.

Hoppe had a sublime day to win the
Matthews Auto Salvage Car Trial
on Anglesey on Sunday. Rain overnight
made conditions slippery from the start
but Hoppe ended a clear winner.

Afteradisappointing result on the
Derwydd, Henry Kitching was back on
form to win the new-car class and take
second overall, beating Parker by 20
points. Parker completed the podium.

Trevor Moffatt also had a better day
challenging Parker to take fourth place
overall and beat front-wheel-drive class
winner Preston.

Duncan Stephens

Results

Derwydd Car Trial

When: May 26 Where: Llanfihange! Glyn Myfyr Starters: 22.
1 Mark Hoppe (Dutton Melos) 77.3 per cent; 2 Shawn
Franklin (Citroen Saxo) 78.6 per cent; 3 Gary Preston (Fiat
121); 4 Barrie Parker (Fiat 600); 5 Dick Glossop (Liege); 6
Henry Kitching (Vauxhall Corsa); 7 Dave Walker (Vauxhall
Corsa); 8 Richard Harrison (VW Golf); 9 Trevor Moffatt
(Vauxhall Corsa); 10 Jon Turner (Ford IS).
Caernarvonshire & Angelsey MC Trial

When: May 27 Where: Anglesey Starters: 21.

1 Hoppe 67.8 per cent; 2 Kitching 70.6 per cent; 3 Parker; 4
Moffatt; 5 Preston; 6 Franklin; 7 Sion Griffith (Nissan Micra);
8 Glossop; 9 Lee Matthews (Nissan Micra); 10 David Evans
(Nissan Micra).

New South American RX
series set for blast off

The South American Rallycross
Championship, CARX, issettoget
underway next month and has
introduced anew headline category
for2018 called SuperCARX.

Thefirstof thenew cars, built to
resemble a Peugeot 208, was displayed
tothe publicfor thefirst time at Rally
Argentina’s Villa Carlos Pazservice
parklastmonth, and isnow being
prepared foritsfirst competitive event on
June23.

Firstrunasan Argentine
championshipin 2015, CARX has
previously included classes for N4 and
Maxirally cars, but the SuperCARX is
thefirst bespokerallycross cartobe
developed for the series.

The spaceframe chassismachine has
afive-litre V8 engine, longitudinally-
mounted behind the drivers’
compartment, producingin theregion of
500 horsepower. A Sadev sequential
gearbox takes drive to all four wheels.

The 2018 series will be run over six
rounds between June and December,
with the season-opener beingheldin
Arrecifes, in the Buenos Aires Province,
before the second round takes place at
former WRX venue San Luisin July.
Other venuesare tobe confirmed.

Ex-Ford WRC driver Federico Villagra
isthereigning CARX Maxichampion.

Liam Doran was on
form in the races

By HalRidge

Former European rallycross

race winner Liam Doran says

his podium finish in the opening
round of the Americas Rallycross

Championship at Silverstone on his

return to international competition
feels almost better than his first
ever top-level victoryin 2010.
Doranraced a Citroen DS 3 freshly-
rebuilt by his LD Motorsports team

Sk

P2

at Silverstone but missed Friday
practice due tothe carnotbeing
finished. The two-time X Games
gold medal winner also encountered
anumber of technicalissuesin the
qualifying stages of the event, which

wererectified in time for the semi-finals

where he finished second.
Inthefinal, Doran passed Andretti

Volkswagen driver Scott Speed on the

openinglapandlater finished on the

podium after Timo Scheider crashed out.

“We solved alot of the problems on
Saturday night, butonaslippery track
in Q4Idrovelikeacompleterookie,”
Dorantold MN. “Isatdown, had a word
with myself and wentinto the semis
feelinglike we had no excuses.Idrove
aswellasIcould with nothavingdriven
properly for two years, but the car
worked great and we got a podium
believeit or not. Tomethisfeelslike my
firstever win all over again, or even
better, becauseit’sitbeen solongand

we’ve worked so hard. The battle with
Speed for the first lap was probably
thebest battleI've ever had, we didn’t
giveaninch.”

The former full-time World RX
competitor, who was one of thefirst
Europeanrallycrossdriverstoracein
America, says he will work on aplan
to contest the threeremaining ARX
rounds thisseasonat COTA in July and
together with World RX in Canada and
COTA in August and September.

s Smith won
race four

Smith hits the top in European Truck showdown

British Truck racingace Ryan Smith
opened his FIA European Truck
Racing Championship account with
awinat Misano on Sunday, bagging
race four of the weekend.
Smith’sItalian trip wasn’t without
dramaashis MAN tangled with fellow
BritJamie Anderson inrace two, but
afeisty driveinrace threepulled him
ahead of veteran Gerd Korber into
eighth place and with it pole for the
final. Smith led all the way from Sascha
Lenz(MAN)and Antonio Albacete
(MAN) but with overtakingdifficult,

race one and three winner Jochen
Hahn (Iveco) was never a threat,
whilereigningchampion Adam
Lacko’s Freightliner was at therear
after broken steeringinracethree.
“Yesterday we had a crash and we had
bigdamage,’ said Smith. “The guys
worked till 0500hrstofixitand we
missed thefree practice. Qualifying
wasn’t so good, not our normal pace.
From the problemsthat we had at
thebeginning of the weekend, thisis
fantastic.I'm delighted and now we
move forward to the Hungaroring.”

Tohill keeps his perfect record with dominant win

Irish Rallycross

By Paul Phelan

Organiser: Garlow Car Club When: May 27 Where: Pallas Karting, Tynagh,
Gounty Galway Starters: 45.

Defending champion Derek Tohill
improved his chances of takinga
hat-trick of titles by keeping his unbeaten
record this year with total domination
of both the Supercar and Super Finals
onceagainatTynagh.

Inthe Supercarrace, he was 34 seconds
clear of Declan Kelly’s older shape
Ford Fiesta, while in the Super Final,
the Coyne brothers duelled all the way
for second place, with Michael just
getting the better of Willie, 26s behind
theflying Tohill.

The Modified Final was Coyne versus
Coyne once more, with elder brother
Michael again holding off fellow former
National title holder Willie by less than
half asecond thistime.

Ciaran Murphy madeitthreeinarow
inthe Production Final, along way in

frontof Damian Farrell'ssimilar = =

Peugeot 106. Tom O’ Rafferty‘s #
VauxhallNovatookthe

Tohill was onform

0’Donovan has to withdraw from Silverstone WRX after preparation delays

Irishman Ollie O’Donovan was forced
towithdraw from the British round of
the World Rallycross Championship
at Silverstone last weekend before the
event got underway.

The former British Rallycross
champion and winner for the series’
third round at Croft recently had planned
toreverttohis Ford Fiesta Supercar for
hisfirstinternational start of the season,
but delaysin completinga major overhaul
of the Fiestameant the car could not
bereadied intime.

Tony Bardy Motorsport then worked
toprepare O’Donovan’s British RX
Ford Focusfor the event, butengine
detonation problemsleft theteamno
choicebuttowithdraw.

“I'mreally disappointed not to have
raced at Silverstone this weekend, but
asalways Tony [Bardy] and his guys
worked sohardanditjust wasn’t
meanttobe,” said O’ Donovan.

“Ourfocus willnow switch tothe next
round of British Rallycross at Pembrey
inafew weeks’ time, where we will be

lookingfor another consistent finish
tohelpourtitlebid.

“Iwentto Silverstone to watch and
thought it wasa very good event. We’re
focusingonracingin British RX this
yearreally, but we are planningtorace
atLoheac[France]and in South Africa
in World RX, and when the Fiestais
ready later in the year maybe we will
dosomemoreeventstoo.”

O’Donovanisthirdin the British RX
standings, six points behind leader
Mark Higgins.

O’Donovan will
focus on the UK

honoursamongtheRally Carsin front of
the Vauxhall Corsa of Dick Sheenan.
Inthe Ford Fiesta Zetec Final, Denis
McCrudden joined the ranks of those to
remain unbeaten this year, despite a
strongchallenge from Eric Fleming.
Junior Final winner Ben Mullins was
excluded, leaving Michael Ryan, Jack
Byrne and Christopher Grimesto
takethetopthreeplaces.

Results

Super Final: 1 Derek Tohill (Ford Fiesta) 4m45.15s; 2 Michael Coyne

(Vauxhall Nova) +25.99s; 3 Willie Coyne (Opel Corsa); 4 Pearse

Browne (BMW Compact); 5 Declan Kelly (Ford Fiesta); 6 Thomas

('Rafferty (Vauxhall Nova).

Supercar Final: 1 Tohill 4m 49.58s; 2 Kelly +34.37s; 3 Noel Greene

(Mitsubishi Mirage); no other finishers.

Modified Final: 1 Michael Coyne 5m11.60s; 2 Willie Coyne +0.35s;

3 Peter McGarry (Ford Fiesta); 4 Browne; 5 Philip Kelly (Peugeot

205); 6 Chris Grimes (Vauxhall Nova).

Production Final: 1 Ciaran Murphy (Peugeot 106) 5m34.61s;

2 Damian Farrell (Peugeot 106) +12.07s; 3 Eugene Ward (Peugeot

106); 4 Dermot Gargan (Peugeot 106); no other finishers.

Rally Cars Final: 1 0'Rafferty 5m30.01s; 2 Dick Sheenan (Opel

Corsa) +2.61s; 3 Brian Murphy (Peugeot 106); 4 P J Doyle (Peugeot

205); 5 Peter 0'Brien (Peugeot 205); 6 Joe Downey (Peugeaot 106).

Ford Fiesta Zetec Final: 1 Denis McCrudden 5m50.78s; 2 Eric

Feming +0.64s; 3 David Maher; no other finishers.

JlﬁM 1 Michaal Ryan (Ford Fiesta) 5m56.45s; 2 Jack Byme
(Fiesta) +043s; 3 Christopher Grimes (Fiesta); 4

\ Conor Kehoe (Fiesta); 5 Aaron Whelan (Nissan

Mizrz) 6 Eoin Kinsella (Fiesta).

Buggy Final: 1 Russell Woods (Semog)

b 4m56.12s; 2 Owen Skelly (Semog) +14.50s;

4% o ather finishers.

A
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GET INVOLVED WTH MN
Meeke will work to get back to the top

N SAYS...
Northern Irishman will need all of his resolve to restore himself to the limelight

There is a certain amount of sympathy for Kris Meeke at the moment - and a lot of it centres around the way his departure from Citroen was
announced. No punches were pulled by the management of the French team.

Meeke has already been through extremes in his career. Who can forget his disappointment when the Prodrive Mini WRC programme was cannedin 20117
That seemed like it was a blow that he couldn’t recover from but he did and turned himself into a regular World Rally Championship round winner. Having been  |@
kicked back down the mountain by Citroen, Meeke will have to start the climb back up again. If there is one thing he has shown in his career so far, it is resilience. Ji
He is going to need all of that now.

Many of Meeke’'s WRC chums were at Silverstone last weekend for the World Rallycross Championship meeting on the new circuit. They were joined by
27,000 fans, which was a remarkable turn-out. Congratulations are due to everyone involved in the event.

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)
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MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters
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Graham Lomax’s shot from Monte Carlo
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on Arthell’s Brands photograph

mm MIKE STOKOE'S
OURITE OF
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‘:aﬁi:‘-k'

action, sent

Sporting Trials

GTs at Brands Hatch, by Hannah Doran Peter Atkins’s Blancpain photograph
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TV GUIDE

Tunein for highlights from the
second round of the new-for-2018
TCR UK Championshipat
Knockhill (Thursday, 1900-
1930hrs), where Daniel Lloyd
attempted to continue his
perfect starttothe season
from Silverstone.
Thelatestinstalment from the
Great History of the 24 Hours
of Le Mans comes from 2013
(Friday, 1400-1600hrs), as Audi
returned having taken the first
winforahybridcaratthe
endurancerace the year before.
Buttherace wastobe marred by
tragedy as Aston Martin’s Allan
Simonsen wasKkilledin a crash.
There’s action from the second
round of the Porsche Supercup
from Monte Carlo. Would Michael

Ec) motorsport.tv

The 2013 editionofthe Le Ma.ns 24 Hou.rs was man'ed by tragedy

watch the best moments from
the Grand Prix De Monaco
Historiqueasarangeof rare

Ammermuller, 2017 champion and
winner from thefirstround, be
ableto cashinatMonaco’sfamous

casinoor would helosehisleadin  andsublime carstooktothe

thestandings. TuneinonSaturday  streetsinslipperyand

(1400-1430hrs) to find out. treacherous conditions
Andspeakingof thePrincipality,  (Sunday, 1830-1930hrs).

European
Formula 3:
Hungaroring
M Race 1: Saturday,
1000-1100hrs, BT Sport 1
M Race 2: Sunday,
1000-1100hrs, BT Sport 1
M Race 3: Sunday,
1600-1700hrs, BT Sport 1

American Ed Carpenter started on
pole for the 102nd-running of the
Indianapolis 500 - his third career
Indy pole—-but could he convert that
intoamaiden win in the Great
American Race? Tune infor the best
highlights (Friday, 1700-1800hrs, BT
Sport ESPN), as Danica Patrick took

. partinthefinalraceof hercareer
and Takuma Sato attempted to
repeat his winning performance
fromayearago.

NASCAR heads
to Pocono

IndyCar:
Detroit

M Race 1: Saturday,
2030-2300hrs, BT Sport 2
M Race 2: Sunday,
2030-2300hrs, BT Sport 1

NEXT WEEK

2018 LE MANS 24 HOURS
| SIX-PAGE PREVIEW

NASCAR:
Pocono

M Race: Sunday,
1830-2300hrs,
Premier Sports

motorsport.tv

Blancpain GT
Endurance Cup:
Paul Ricard

M Race: Saturday, 1625-2315hrs

GTE PRO
BATTLE

ASTON
MARTIN V

BMW vV
CORVETTEV
FERRARIV
FORD V
PORSCHE

PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS, VIEWS AND REPORTS

: F1000’slatestraces take place at Cadwell Park thlS weekend

: RACING

: SATURDAY

: HOultonPark, Cheshire

: CSCC meeting: Tin Tops, Swinging
: Sixties, Future Classics, Magnificent
: 7s,Modern Classics, New Millennium,
: Turbo Tin Tops Starts racing from

: 1300hrs (qualifying from 0830hrs)

: Admission adult £16, under 13 free
¢ Web msv.com

i Contact08434539000

: SATURDAY/SUNDAY

: MThruxton, Hants

: 50th Anniversary Meeting: Mini

+ Miglia, Mini Se7en, Historic FF1600,
: Guards Trophy, Woodcote Trophy/

: Stirling Moss Trophy, Historic Touring
. Cars, Thruxton single-seaters Starts
: Saturday, racing from 1400hrs

: (qualifying from 0900hrs) Sunday,

: racing from 0855hrs Admission

¢ adult £20, under 15 free Web barc.net
i Contact01264 882200

: mSilverstone, Northants

: MGCC MGLive: Porsche Club,

_ : Sports 2000, MG Cup, Midgetand

: Sprites,BCV8, Iconic 50s, MG

¢ Trophy, Cockshoot Cup, Equipe GTS,
- Equipe Pre '63 Starts Saturday,

: racing from 1230hrs (qualifying from
: 0900hrs) Sunday, racing from

: 1110hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs)

: Admission £25 under 15 free

: Websilverstone.co.uk

¢ Contact08704 588260

: mDoningtonPark, Leics

: Kart GP: Classic FF1600,

: Clubmans, Mighty Minis, MGOC,

¢ Kumho BMW Starts Saturday, racing
: from 1605hrs (qualifying from

: 0905hrs) Sunday, racing from

¢ 0905hrs Admission adult £16,

: under 13 free Web msv.com

: Contact0843 4539000

: EBrandsHatch,Kent

: BRSCC meeting: TCR, FF1600,

* Mazda MX-5, Caterham 310R,

OUT WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6

¢ Caterham 270R, Caterham

: Roadsport, Caterham Academy,

: HRDC Touring Greats, HRDC Coys
Trophy Starts Saturday, racing from

: 1405hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs)

: Sunday, racing from 1000hrs

: Admissionadult £16,under 13 free
¢ Web msv.com

: Contact 08434539000

! mCadwell Park, Lincs

: BRSCC meeting: F1000, Porsches,
¢ MazdaMX-5, BMW Compact, Fiesta,
: FiestaJunior, Alfa Romeo Starts

: Saturday, racing from 1350hrs

¢ (qualifying from 0900hrs) Sunday,
racing from 0925hrs (qualifying from

! 0900hrs) Admission adult£16,

. under 13 free Web msv.com

: Contact 08434539000

: RALLYING

: SUNDAY

: mEpynt, Powys

: Welsh Marches Mini Epynt Stages
! Starts 0900hrs Admission Free
Web herefordshiremotorclub.co.uk
: MRathkeale, County

: Limerick

. Rathkeale House Hotel Circuit of
: Munster Stages Rally

i Starts 1000hrs Admission Free

: Web limerickmc.ie

: SPORTING SCENE

: SATURDAY/SUNDAY

i mShelsleyWalsh,

: Worcestershire

: MSA British Hillclimb

: Starts 0900hrs both days

: Admissionadult £10, under 16 free
+ Web britishhillclimb.co.uk

: SUNDAY

: EBuxton, Derbyshire

: BriSCAF1 Starts 1300hrs

i Admission TBC Web brisca.com
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SPAR AND ACCESSORIES

Dominate the competition — e
Hawk and Carbotech LOTUS FORD TWIN.CAM C m = :

LOTUS 900-SERIES
motorsport compounds VAUXHALL XE

f‘:rh@fn;-h-u VAUXHALL ECOTEC M|TSUB|SH|

{5 ROVER K-SERIES G
Bty s et Call or buy online! [0, )

QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK B13 / Open Class
01509 412 317 =
Tel 01524 761398

HAw K\ Fi IC. E=E Large amount of
LIILLATL LI LELLL www.cambridgemotorsport.com Ll E Ll Tl Ll parts held in stock

. : Tubutar Stesl Banding & Fabrication i H
Cambrid ge sales@cambridgemotorsport.com [ Il ready for immediate
; Your Safety is our Priority despatch View our
Moto rsp ort Pa rts From Foad to Race, Autograss to Hally, online catalogue at
! Historic to Current Day
For friendly helpful advise contact Peter Folbigg wayl_‘ es I S@aOI - co m
. = N\ | e | | www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk
Vehicle . (Atloywheelrepairs.com)
T cgmprehenswe range Of' s Re;]pa|lrs to;lum;.nmm and magnesium DAV LD DAV LD
Irin wiring products for repair, wheels and castings. AUDEN AUDEN
modification or Complete + Wheels chemically stripped, fne bead > ] B ASSOCIATES
el ] blasted and powder coated. IMSURAMCE BROKEES IMBURAMCE AROKERS
ro u CtS Sl e el el +Wheels inserted and PCD and ofset
altered.
‘3 5 ( Chevette )| =
+ Manufacturers of cars and components _— - - PoLIcIEs Fon
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR. | i
« HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll | X . ‘ > v COM PETITION CARS
cages and all parts required and all ‘

parts required to build cars to works | : - v RALLY & RACE CARS
e . ' v" SERVICE VEHICLES

« 40 years of experience to share.

IAN JEMISON R R T
ENGINEERING
L HOMEFARM,81MAINSTREET,_‘ PHONE: 01 61 440 7590
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk
\01 904 703 863) Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, Ilkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

SIMPSON
Roce Exhoust=0 TO ADVERTISE YOUR NEW PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ... IN OUR NEXT ISSUE CALL
@ :»?t!t?::m?ssrmpsuﬂmmss m !l;z::ng.sl:om-ﬁimp‘senﬁa»:gam
e 020 3405 8109

01753532222 Simpson Exhausts
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MARKETPLACE

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON w
[H250mm x W300mm x LBDOmm]

Ea99199 . | 1595455
M PRousEcT B PROJECT e PROJECT

CMB-FT-020R +f ~__CMB-FTO14
cusTom : . 2 CUSTOM

1 X OFF CENTER FILLER \ | RS s INLET, MM QUTLET
NECK [BAFFLED] ) " 1 XFAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

[H250mm x W300mm [H230mm x [H300mm x W300mm
X L900mm] . * L900mm)

/

£7119489 \ S 5998 ' R JE209%99

PROJECT | I _, T . 4 B\ pPROJECT
- - | CMB-FT015 i f oz —
CuUsSTOM

MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, 6mm OUTLET
FILLER NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] COMPI.ETEWTTH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BAFFLED]

% wv:lw.(;oalloli/.co.uk ) — 01440 710266 75y
sales@proalloy.co.u T d Pro Alloy Motorsport, 15 Rookwood Way
. Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8PB

ALLOY co.ukx

SPECIALIST MOTORSPORT ENGINEERING

Pro Alloy Motorsport are one of the leading manufacturers of alloy radiators, intercoolers, fuel systems
and specialist alloy motorsport products. Our products are built to exacting specifications by craftsmen
and technicians who have honed their skills from many years of intensive research, development and
fabrication. From race cars to fast-road, through to thoroughbred classics, Pro Alloy has the solution to
ensure your car stays ahead of the competition....

.'.'4.-" a.’uj'/‘ L b

s o Tweet Us facebook.com/
Pro Alloy Motorsport specialise in one-off and small batch runs, working from i ,{-:: @ProAlloy proalloy.motorsport

drawings, photographs or physically on the car itself. We are happy to produce —
bespoke items such as radiators, fuel tanks, intercoolers, custom pipe work + more. VAVALA proalloy.co.u k

MOTORSPORT

OilCoolers

Qo= — formula in high
57 q performance plastic...
APR/"
CALL FOR MORE INFO 2R BRUNEL CLOSE Email: info@mardigras.co.uk -
DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE .mardigras.co.uk
01327 858 006 DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB m.::aarrmlr?;::::cl:mcn.co.uk

T: +44 (0)1274 590824 _-. ) F: +44 (0)1274 531409




Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

34 MAY 30 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk

CrLAssic TIME

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

SVIOTORSPORT

If you would like to advertise
your products or

services here please email

Ben.kavanagh@
motorsport.com
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=01189 482674
£345.00

@ T1 Automotive ig:_gx?igé

High Performance UK p
\D T UK distributor

S~

Original equipment on:
- BUGATTI VEYRON

‘QuUT o|= TANK’
- KONEIGSEGG ONE

Frnot
_@ £92.80 e e - ] - bbr 4
LTR'S//HRY y .
SIBARIEUEMBUMP - . DODGE HELLCAT(S)

(270 LTR / HR @ 3 BAR)
? £99.78

‘IN TANK PUMP? | % 5.

£57 o r - ’
m-- : ©.C M@TE)
4 T EQUIPMENT ON DODGE HELLcAT 700+ BHP - ON YOU TUBE

? £58.00 J 4 \ ? BHP.... - B
@) LTRSTHR! Pt.No. GSTA50)(RUMP ONLY] _

P GSTASOR{RINIP KIT)

w/ www.glencoeltd.co.uk Tel: +44 (0)1784 493 555 Prlces ‘Exclude’ Vat @ 20%
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|

MOTORHOME FOR SALE

Mercedes Atego 1024 RS Motorhome sleeps
8, very high spec with electric slide out, roof
access, satellite, DVD system, generator,
reversing camera, LPG heating, separate toilet/
shower, oven, microwave, fridge and separate
freezer, full size awning, rear workshop, toolbox
and rear access, low mileage 60,000 km, MOT
January 2018, automatic, air suspension, FSH,
tow bar, fresh water tanks, BBQ.

£82,250 + VAT
For more info:

01252 844688 or 07831 828248

Fieldfare Trailer Centre, Salisbury.
With over 15 years of experience in dealing with
trailers, we know a thing or two about them.
Our expert and professional advice will help you
find the right trailer for your requirements.

People come from all over the country to see our
extensive range for a number of different uses.

* Sales * Trailer Hire * Servicing
* Repairs * Parts
Selection of used Brian James Trailers for sale

A-Max, 5.0m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1800 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1850 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £2000 + vat

TT Tiltbed, 5.0m x 2.02m, 3.5t GVW, £2500 + vat
Covered A-Max, 4.24m x 1.94m x 1.52m high,
2.0t GVW, £3,495 no vat. # 7= 1,

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

Tel: 01980 611853 info@fieldfaretrailers.co.uk www.fieldfaretrailers.co.uk
The Trailer Warehouse, Ford Farm, Old Malthouse Lane, Ford, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP4 6DR. N, A
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LINER DELUX MOTORHOME FOR SALE

The most highly specified vehicle made by Carthago - Model 68 Q 2015
Cost: £1 62,500 - Change in personal circumstances dictates sale

e T ™Y

e N
R Y= T "
L

» Kilometers: 7,200

» This Common rail diesel power plant is uprated to 205 BHP which combined with the 8 gear automatic
transmission produces a vehicle which climbed the Austrian alps last year with no trouble whatsoever

* Winterising: All water tanks and piping are contained in heated compartments which can withstand external
temperatures of -30°C

* Range: 170 Litre diesel tank. Fuel consumption 18 mpg, averaging 666 miles

* Water: Vehicle has a 450 litre fresh water tank which will maintain services up to 7 days without a refill.
Grey water tank holds 250 litres

* Power: 2 high output solar panels, with 4 high power gel leisure batteries allowing up to 7 days usage. Also
Mastervolt Combi 100 A charger with pre- selection of mains power, sinus inverter from 12 V to 230 V 4000
watt peak power and 2000 watt continuous power. 100 litre LPG tank in addition to 2 x 13kg propane bottles
provides up to 4+ weeks of gas supply

» Entertainment: Digital radio, Sat Nav, Two TV”s both with Freeview

» Security: Remote monitored tracker, Thatcham 3 alarm immobilizer, ability for finger print recognition to
bypass locks

» Kitchen facilities: Gas hob with 4 burners, gas fired oven/grill, Krups coffee machine, Tec Tower fridge
freezer, Marble style Sink

» Self-levelling hydraulic jack system

» Servicing: Full service history

- Bespoke additions: Hot/cold shower head in garage, Built in central vacuum cleaning kit

» Exterior: Electric omnistor awning 5.5 metres in width

» Air suspension: The vehicle is fitted with an uprated air suspension which not only improves comfort but

also significantly increases the permitted payload by 750kg

AVAILABILITY TO PURCHASE ABARTH GRAND TURISMO + TOWING FRAME AS A PACKAGE

FOR MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT DESMOND MCCANN

07970627811 | DESMONDFMCCANN@HOTMAIL.COM
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TRANSPORTERS

L o g

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

T

¥ Connected to you

T

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has been designed around your race weekend.

Light-weight materials and clever design provide strength throughout. Combined
with a proven wheels under the bed chassis and advanced suspension your
journey with a Race Transporter will be competent and comfortable.

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
weekend orientated features providing a comfortable work environment.
Tyre and equipment storage is available in several places, with enhanced
options also offered. Interior lighting, remote controlled electric winch
and a full set of side doors with hatches all contribute to making

loading effortless and speedy.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,499 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

PORTSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
T: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS
T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester,
Hampshire
SO21 3AS
T: 01962 774988
Fax 01962 795 093
E: info@trailers.co.uk
E: sales@trailertek.com
www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM
GREGG MOTORSPORT
T: 07977975173
E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com
www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road, Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

T: 07933842719

Dealers who hold stock

NORTH SCOTLAND
GLENBURGIE CARS
WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND
Easter Lawrenceton Steading
Forres IV36 2RL
T: +44 (0)1309 676787
E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk
www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON
BLUE LINE TRAILERS

Main Road

Sutterton
Boston
Lincs

PE20 2BE

T: 01205 460346
E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER
Bridgwater Trailer Centre
The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road,
Bridgwater TA6 4AP
T: 01278 445000
www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON
SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE
Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road, Wallington, Surrey
SM6 7BJ
T: 0208 647 0110

Mob: 07836 224250

E: steve@sltc.co.uk
ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
T: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
T: +44 (0)1787 249737
T: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
www.1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington
West Sussex
RH20 4LR
T: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1 Marsden Barn,
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton,
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
T: 01455641367
Mob: 07968 888624
marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
T: 01159293901
Mob: 0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,
Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG
T: 01686 628144

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 0SB
T: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farrm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading, RG7 1NB
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
www.lovelltrailers.co.uk
T: 01183240403

NORTHERN IRELAND

MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT

T: 0044(0)2885549851

www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

Woodford Trailers Limited ® 14 Great Central Way e Daventry ¢ Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

Authorised stockists for:

PHILIPS)
and many more...
01527908676 | www.phoe

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST
GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS w

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!
GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
jput together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

05 Mo

For more infi email: ] com

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com

(€ 9:4:4:10).4 4

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

www.mcrracecars.co.u

" phane, 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

@, MARDIGRAS

i\ W MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: shdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACEWEAR

e eviear

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

N | . " o *2

RACE&RALLY
PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
WWW.JJCRACEANDRALLY.COM

RACEWEAR

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORETO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

_ MOTORSPORT —

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists -

eEmbroidery %
rint
©Quick Turnaround

®Min Order Only 4
o No Logo Set Up Fees

www.logomeup.co.u 73
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 Performance Tuning Specialists
© 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
 Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

— Northampton
2 Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com
or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

(€ 9:9:3:10).4 4

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

RACE & RALLY PARTS

ales@part-box.com

[=] %=1
P

Performance and Tuning Parts

1) wreLmne [HK[S cusco .

RACE & RALLY PARTS

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥? Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
L ivimgy e Wigh Tife
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

WHEELS & TYRES

Rally & Race Gearboxes,

GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

: 01782280136 F:01782268913
E: sales[@eliteracingtransmissions.com

Transmissions

sisit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Stock and custom made
FiA Fuel Cells.
Short lead times.
01527 521050

www.classicworldracing.co.uk

Ben Kavanagh

Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

Pt 3 3
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Sunita Davies
Production Manager
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8134

E: sunita.davies@motorsport.com




"AlcoSense are a clear step
ahead of the rivals”

Auto Express Breathalyser

Naglt)] Croup Test, Dec 2016
2016

If you drank 4 pints or 4 glasses of wine between 9pm and midnight
you could still have alcohol in your systerm at 1 1am the next day. That's
why one in five drink drive accidents happen the morning after®,

AlcoSense quickly and accurately shows your blood alcohol level, so
you don't become one of them.

Single Use
Breathalysers M 4 f I
From £2.99 £39.99 £149.99

031 mg/L

(=)

|

rqddat award 2016

winner

®
Available at Halfords & Selected Boots a ’ c " s e
PERSONAL BREATHALYSERS

Order securely at alcosense.co.uk or call 0800 195 0088

A: Source: DIT Road Accident Data 2015, B: Review of the AlcoSense Pro, 24/12/15. Intellectual Property: www.alcosense.co.ukfip. © AlcoSense Laboratories, part of Now Group UK Ltd, Unit 3 MEC, Cordwallis Street, Maidenheod SL6 7BE



