
MAY 30 2018 EVERY WEDNESDAY £3.60

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

RICC

Citroen sacks crash

T

Evans

faces a battle for his 
Championship survival 
dropped by Citroen 

principal Pierre Budar 

Northern Irishman 

ontract was terminated 

e’ssizeable Rally of  

manager Alain Penasse 

be interest in Meeke. 

an win you two rallies 

n’tbe on the bench.”

E
TURE

e last straw for Citroen

BEATS THE O
IN MONTE CA

7 P22
BRITISH GT ACT

FROM NORFOLK  

RED BULL ACE CLINGS ON FOR FAMOUS VICTORY P4



2  MAY 30 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Northern Irishman is on the brink after
By David Evans

Kris Meeke faces the task of 
rebuilding his World Rally 
Championship career after 
he was sacked by Citroen 
following his massive 
Rally of Portugal crash.

The Dungannon driver has 

limited options available to him 

following last week’s news, but 

Hyundai and Toyota have both 

expressed an interest in Meeke. 

The 38-year-old was unavailable 

for comment when MN contacted 

himearlierthisweek,butsources

closetohimhavesaidheisangry

andupsetatCitroen’sdecision.

Thechancesof Meekefindinga

waybackintotheWRCthis

seasonareremote,butthere

couldbepotentialwhenthedriver

marketstartstomoveattheendof

theseason.

Hyundai’sAlainPenassesaidhe

thoughtMeekestillhadplentyto

offerintheWRC.

“Forthemomentthere’sno

contact[withMeeke],butit

dependsonhowthedrivermarket

is,”hesaid.“There’snodoubtthat

KrisMeekeisadriverwhocanwin

WRCevents;heisveryfast,but

veryinconsistent–wehaveseen

thisthroughouthiscareer,which

isgoingupanddown.He’sgotthe

speedandhe’snotsomebodyyou

wouldhavesittingonthebench;

he’slikeJari-MattiLatvala:a

driverwho’snotsoconsistent,but

willwinyouoneortworalliesayear.

“Weconsideralldrivers,

especiallyguyswhoarefreeand

onthemarket.It’sabitearlynow,

butwehavetoseewhathappens.

ForsureIcanimaginethere’s

goingtobesomeinterestin

Citroen[andMeeke’sseat]now.

LastyearCitroenwasn’treallya

danger,butnowtheyhavegood

resultsandI’msuredriverswill

considerthem.

“ObviouslywehaveDani[Sordo]

andHayden[Paddon]onlimited

programmesandif youput

anotheryearof sevenrallies

againstafullprogrammewith

Citroen,theywouldprobablybe

quiteinterestedinthat.Idon’t

thinkthoseguyswillbehappyto

shareacaragain.”

PriortosigningforCitroenatthe

end of 2015, Meekehadlengthy

negotiations and wasoffereda

deal by Toyota. Priortolastweek’s

news, Toyota teamprincipal

Tommi Makinen confirmedhe

would be interestedintalkingto

Meeke about a potentialfuturedeal.

M-Sport Ford WorldRallyTeam

principal MalcolmWilsontold

MN: “It’s sad thatwe’relosinga

potential rally winneroutof the

championship, therearenotso

many of those about.It’salsosad

that we’re losing afront-running

Britishdriverwhenwe’remaking

suchgoodstrideswiththesportof

rallyinginthiscountry.”

Asked if he would be interested

in signing Meeke, Wilson said:

“I’m very happy with my current

driver line-up.”

CitroenteamprincipalPierre

Budarsaidhewasleftwithno

alternativeafterMeeke’scrash.

ThenewsbrokeonThursday

afternoonfollowingablunt

statementfromFrancestatinglast

year’sRallySpainwinnerwasout

“duetoanexcessivelyhigh

numberof crashes,someof which

wereparticularlyheavyandcould

havehadseriousconsequences

withregardtothecrew’ssafety”.

Askedtoexplainthesafety

aspectof thestatement,Budar

said:“Becausethisisadangerous

sport,youhavetobeabletodeal

withthisdanger.Whenyouthink

aboutPortugal,youareina

situationwhenthecarisperfect.

Thepacenotesweresupposedtobe

perfect, it’sthesamepacenote

usedinthesamestageinprevious

years.Ithinkthiswasatleastthe

thirdtimetheygothroughthis

stagewiththesamenotewithno

modification.Andyouhaveno

pressurebecauseyourpositionin

therankingdoesn’tallowyouto

reachanything.Regardingallof

this,youaresupposedtobeina

positionwhereyouaresafeonthe

road.Youknowtheresult,

meaningit’snotundercontrol.

Wedon’thaveanymorethecontrol

onthesituation.If welosethe

control, thenwecanwonderwhat

willbenext.”

Budaracceptedtherewere

deficiencieswiththeC3WRClast
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THE HIGHS AND LOWS OF MEEKE’S CAREER

British Junior title came back in 2002

He joined Citroen for 2005

Winning the

IRC title was

a major

milestone
2000 
Wins MN/

Peugeot find a 

rallydriver 

competition to 

driveon Bulldog 

National Rally, 

finishes fourth in 

a106

2002 
Wins British 

Junior title and 

gets Colin 

McRae as his 

manager

2005 
Signs for 

Citroen Junior 

team and wins 

JWRC on 

Monte Carlo

2006 
Dropped from 

Citroen team 

after showing 

great speed, but 

making too 

many mistakes

2008
One-offouting

inGermany,

leadingOgier’s

factoryCitroen

bymiles ina

tiredClio

S1600 when he 

suffers 

electrical failure 

on final stage

2009 
Won IRC 

title with 

Peugeot

HIGHS

season, but he pointed out that 

Meeke should have adapted his 

driving more. 

He added: “In that case you have 

to be able to deal with the car even 

when it is not perfect. As a driver, 

you have to consider how to get the 

car back safely when there is no 

reason to take all the risks.” 

MN’s sources said the aftermath 

of  Meeke’s crash left a strange 

atmosphere at Citroen.

“It was not normal,” the source 

said. “When the car came back, it 

was not nice. We all were looking, 

but nobody was talking, nobody 

wanted to say nothing. Kris and 

Paul were not hurt, that was all we 

cared for, but the feeling was not 

like normal. This was a horrible 

crash, but nobody talked to that. I 

think some of us knew then, this 

was not going away.”

The decision to sack Meeke was 

finally taken on Thursday 

morning. PSA Group CEO Carlos 

Tavares and Citroen CEO Linda 

Jackson were involved in what 

Budar described as “a company 

decision”. Meeke was informed on 

Thursday and Budar is adamant 

he was told before the 

communication was issued. 

“You can expect we did this 

properly,” he said. “I had Kris on 

the phone before the press release 

was sent. I can understand it’s 

difficult for him to accept this 

decision and I can understand he is 

angry. I must say, in terms of  

people, I really appreciate Kris and 

Paul. They are really nice guys. I 

know we can see some quite 

difficult things in the press now.”

Meeke’s been sacked

P22
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Citroen blamed a lack

of control for decision

Mini gave

Meeke

a WRC

chance,

albeit briefly

First WRC win

in Argentina

2011

Signs for

Prodrive-run

Mini teamin

WRC,but

loses his drive 

when the team 

runs out of cash 

at the end of 

the year

2013 

Drives factory 

DS 3 WRC in 

Finland and 

Australia and 

shows stunning 

pace, but 

crashes out of 

both events

2014

First full season

in theWRC

withCitroen

Racingstarts

with podium on 

the Monte

2015

Scores first

victory in the

WRCin

Argentina

2016

Back-to-back

WRCwins ina

DS3WRCin

Portugaland

Finlandwhile

he’s takinga

year out to 

develop the 

C3 WRC

2017 

Monte Carlo/

Sweden C3 

WRC starts the 

season and is 

‘undrivable’ in 

changeable 

conditions

2017 

Sardinia 

Dropped for 

Poland after 

three crashes in 

as many rallies

2017 

Germany 

Crashes on the 

Saarbrucken 

superspecial in 

Germany

Mexican win was so nearly lost after error

2017

MexicoWins

inSouth

America

despite

crashing into 

car park on the 

final stage

2017

SpainFinalwin

withCitroen

2018

Crash in Portugal leads to him being 

given the axe four days later

Portugal was the final straw

Spanish win was commanding
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O
nlyonemanleft
MonteCarlo
withasmileon
hisfacethis
year:Daniel
Ricciardo,who
slayedthe

demonsof hisbitter2016win-that-
got-awaywithacalculated,
immaculatelyjudgedvictory.
Elsewheretherewasn’tmuchto
smileabout…

Qualifying
Judgedonlaptimesalone,the

differenceinabilitybetweenRicciardo

andMaxVerstappenaroundMonacoin

theirpacesettingRedBullswas

infinitesimal.Afterfinalpractice,their

PBswereamerethousandthof a

secondapart:1m11.786sforRicciardo;

1m11.787sforVerstappen.

Butthegulf intheirattitudeand

mentalityis,apparently,vast.

AsRicciardo satatthetopof the

timesheetsinthelastminutesof FP3,

Verstappentriedonemoregloryrun.

AllaggressiontoRicciardo’s

athleticism,hetookatouchtoomuch

insidekerbexitingtheSwimmingPool,

skippedwideandclatteredthebarrier.

Theshuntwipedoff theright-front

cornerof hisRB14andswipedtherear

hardenoughforagearboxchangetobe

required.Result:noVerstappenin

qualifyingwhentheteamhadbeen

eyeingafront-rowlockout.Theshunt

washissixthinsixraceweekendsand

forallhisgiftsandstatusasthenatural

heirtoMichaelSchumacher–ayoung

manwhosetalentwilldefinethe

comingF1generation–Verstappenis

stillmakingalotof mistakes.

Of coursehewastryinghardina

high-downforcecaralmostperfectly

suitedtothismostsinuouscircuit–“If

you’remorethananinchawayfromthe

barrierthereyou’reaw*nker”noteda

watchingJolyonPalmer–buthedidn’t

havetobetrying thathard,then.

Histeam-mate,bycontrast,simply

oozedconfidencebothinhisown

brilliancehereandinthatof the

machinegiftedtohim.EarlyinQ2he

setanewcircuitrecord:1m11.353s.And

therewasmoretocome.Hescorched

aroundMonteCarlo’sstoriedstreetsin

1m10.810sforpole–theonlymanto

breakintothe1m10s.Fastestinall

sessionsRicciardowastakingno

prisoners.Thememoryof 2016here

whenhewassimilarlydominantand

startedfromhisonlypreviouspole

positionhadtobeexorcised:thiswasa

Danonamission,andheadmittedit.

“ObviouslyIneedtofinishthejob

tomorrow,butI’mpumped,”hesaid.

“Wedidn’treallychangemuchonthe

carallweekend,soIcouldjustbuildup,

findmyrhythmandhavesomefun.I

lovethisplace.Wehadagreatpackage

allweekendsoIdidn’tneedtoover-

drive.I justhadtokeephittingmymarks

andreachmypersonalbestlevels.”

TherearelessonshereforVerstappen,

shouldhewishtoheedthem.

Verstappen’sshuntaside,RedBull’s

performanceadvantagewasmarked,if

notunexpected.Itschassisproduces

moredownforcethanthatof anyrival

and,onacircuitthatrewardsgripand

balancelikenoother, itsedgeagainst

theotherswasclear.

ThetusslebetweenMercedesand

Ferrarifornext-bestplacingswasclose.

Neitherchassisisshort-circuit

optimised,buttheFerrari’sinherently

grippiernatureswungthefight

SebastianVettel’sway.He’dstartP2

with1m11.039s,despitegoingtoodeep

intoRascasseonhisbestlapandlosing

anychanceof pole.“Iwasprettyhappy

withmylap,”hesaid,“butthere’s

alwaysthefeelingthatthere’salittlebit

more.Weplayedaroundwiththeset-

up,tryingtosqueezeouteverything

andwe’veputourselvesinagood

position.WeknewRedBullwouldbe

strongandthebestmanisonpole.Dan

didthejobandthat’swhatit’sabout.

Let’sseetomorrow.Thisisoneof the

longestandmostfascinatingraces.”

MONACO GP REPOR

Hamilton said he was “bored” Verstappen made things happen Williams had a shocker... again

Australian banished the memories of two years ago

Y ANTHONY 
ROWLINSON

A
LewisHamiltonmadeitthreeteams

inthefirstthreeplaces,aftercoaxing

hisgrip-lightW09intoaFerrari-

splittingposition.LikeVettel,hewas

philosophicalabouttheRedBull’s

advantage, reasoning that Monaco was 

an outlier for a design team focused on 

season-long competitiveness. 

“Dan did a great job, but we knew it 

would be like this,” he said. “It was a 

question of  grip, mostly, that kept us 

back. Over 21 races our engineers have 

to make sure the car works at the 

majority of  tracks. We don’t mind if  Red 

Bull has the upper hand here.”

A purple first sector on his final flier 

briefly suggested Hamilton was a pole 

contender, although he reckoned 

second was the best he could have done. 

“P2 was on the cards, which is a little bit 

painful,” he said.

Last year’s pole man Kimi Raikkonen 

in P4 and Valtteri Bottas in P5 kept the 

top three rows looking familiar, 

although Bottas, like his team-mate, 

lamented a lack of  outright grip, which 

had prompted Mercedes into an 

(unsuccessful) experiment with 

ultrasoft Pirellis in Q2. Hypersofts were 

the only way to go.

Alongside him, with one of  the laps of  

the session, was Esteban Ocon, who 

took full advantage of  Verstappen’s 

absence to post a stellar P6 for Force 

India. With team-mate Sergio Perez in 

P9, the squad yet again showed what a 

potent race team it is, despite operating 

on a budget so stretched it seems 

certain the crew will be under new 

ownership within weeks.

Splitting them were Fernando Alonso 

in P7 and Carlos Sainz, P8 – the two 

Spaniards again exerting mutual 

attraction. Alonso, downbeat after free 

practice, was notably feistier post-

qualifying and praised his team for 

continuing to hone the McLaren 

MCL33.“P7isgreatandactuallyanice

surprise,”hesaid.“Inpracticewewere

notbalanced,butwemadealotof

changesandthecarperformedquite

differentlyinqualifying.It feltgood–

more together, like the front and rear 

were connected...”

Sainz was delighted to have out-done 

team-mate Nico Hulkenberg (P11) who 

“made a mistake under braking coming 

out of  the tunnel” and confessed to the 

sheer awesomeness of  the lap times 

being conjured by 2018-spec F1 cars. 

“The speeds we are doing are pretty 

crazy,” Sainz smiled.

Happy, too was Toro Rosso’s Pierre 

Gasly, closing the top 10. Who’d have 

guessed he’d be second fastest Red Bull 

driver at Monaco…?

Race
“Thank God that’s over,” said a 

thoroughly jaded Hamilton after 

finishing third at the 2018 Monaco 

Grand Prix. “I think that was the most 

boring race I have ever participated in.”

“Yep, we agree mate,” concurred his 

Mercedes race engineer Pete Bonnington.

But weren’t they being a little harsh? 

Certainly there had been little to 

entertain a racer like Hamilton, who 

ran low on grip with increasingly 

degraded ultrasoft Pirellis for 66 laps. 

And watching the top five – Ricciardo, 

Vettel, Hamilton, Raikkonen,  Bottas – 

circulate for just under two hours at 

somewhat less than full racing speed, 

didn’t make for obvious spectacle.

In the cockpit of  car number three, 

however – Ricciardo’s Red Bull, which 

led from pole to chequer – brilliance 

was being played out. The foundation of  

his win, as always at Monaco, was his 

simply awe-inspiring Saturday 

qualifying performance, which 

eclipsed all peers from rival teams, 

while also reminding his whip-crack 
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team-matethataslightlyolderhead

hadlearnedathingortwothesepast

eightseasons–notleastthatF1success

isbuiltnotonlyonalwaysbeingfastest.

WhetherornotVerstappenwould

have challenged Ricciardo for pole and 

win is moot: his needless FP3 prang put

him out of  qualifying and an MGU-K 

change – possibly shunt-related – 

means he’ll face a grid drop the next 

time he needs a new one (only two are 

allowed per season, without penalty).

As it was he raced combatively and 

without incident, but only to ninth 

place. Given Ricciardo’s technical 

problems, which would emerge early in

the race, it’s fair to say this was a 

victory blown for Verstappen.

No matter, for the weekend’s most 

worthy driver did take victory – 

bringing “redemption” for the lost win 

of  2016. And the nature of  his triumph 

is one that will be recalled by all 

students of  F1 history: he didn’t give up,

even in a car crippled by the loss of  

MGU-K electrical power (worth 

around 160bhp) from lap 18 and using 

only six (of  eight) gears. That 

compromised performance left 

Ricciardo lapping almost laughably 

slowly – routinely more than eight 

seconds off  his own pole pace – but still 

able to hold the lead from Vettel and a 

tyre-troubled Hamilton.

Two years ago this race didn’t want 

Ricciardo to win and a fumbled pitstop 

cost him a seemingly certain victory. It 

didn’t want him to win in 2018 either, 

but he succeeded in facing down that 

jinx in memorable style.

“It was a serious problem and he 

managed it,” said Red Bull motorsport 

adviser Helmut Marko. “It was 

unbelievable. I don’t think any other 

driver could have done it. But he 

changed set-up, he changed driving 

style. Unbelievable.”

Ricciardo’ssecond2018winmakes

ittwo-allbetweenhimself,Vetteland

Hamilton,forthreedifferentteams,

lendingincreasingweightto

suspicionsthatathree-teambattle

will sustain the championship, 

with these three stars as the drivers’ 

title protagonists.  

While Hamilton left Monaco well 

clear in the drivers’ chase, on 110 points 

– comfortably ahead of  Vettel on 96 and 

well up on Ricciardo’s 72 – all three men 

will take comfort from their podium 

finishes. Ricciardo’s cause of  

satisfaction is obvious; Hamilton can 

be happy with a podium in the third-

fastest car that on paper should have 

finished no better than fifth. 

Meanwhile, Vettel’s P2 represented the 

best result that could have been hoped 

for against faster opposition.

Graciously, Vettel admitted as much, 

recognising that his former team and 

team-mate had pulled one out of  the 

bag: “We had the pace today but Dan 

had the answers at all times,” he said. 

Vettel identified Hamilton’s lap 12 

pitstop – when Mercedes attempted an 

aggressive undercut by switching its 

man early to ultrasofts – as a key 

moment when the outcome might 

have changed, but didn’t. 

“Daniel was still a bit stronger then 

[his technical woes were yet to emerge] 

and they were ultimately the quickest 

team. They did a great job,” said Vettel.

Quite how this three-way tussle plays 

out over the year will emerge race by 

race, of  course, but it seems certain 

there will be no dominant car/driver 

combination this season, even if  

Hamilton remains the title favourite. 

Behind the lead trio, matters 

remained static, yet interesting. 

Raikkonen finished barely a second 

behind Hamilton, though never looked 

like passing him, while Bottas – a mere 

0.7sbehindtheFerrariattheflag–at

onestagelookedalikelywinner.

Aroundlap40,afterhislap17stopfor

supersofts,Bottasappearedtobeeasily 

capableof anuntroubledruntothe

flag, on a slightly harder compound 

than the quartet ahead. Each of those 

four were suffering visibly (and 

audibly!) with degrading ultrasofts by 

this stage, with almost half  the race 

still to run. In the event, Ricciardo’s 

‘win-at-the-slowest-possible-speed’ 

approach helped prolong the life of  the 

struggling purple-walled rubber, to 

thwart Mercedes’ canny gamble. It 

could so easily have paid off…

Behind Bottas, Ocon delivered on 

Force India’s qualifying promise, 

maintaining his P6 qualifying position. 

And Gasly, P7, was a contender for 

driver of  the day, after gaining three 

places from his starting slot and 

fending off  the urgent late attentions of  

a hungry Hulkenberg. Here was an 

example of  a smart strategy working 

out. Gasly ran a remarkable 39 laps on 

hypers, before closing out the race on 

supersofts, yet still having enough pace 

to fend off  the hypersoft Hulk. Gasly 

continues to impress, even as Toro 

Rosso team-mate Brendon Hartley 

suffered more grief  after being 

clattered out of  the race on lap 72 by 

Charles Leclerc. The local hero said 

he’d “run out of  brakes” approaching 

the chicane, making contact with 

Hartley unavoidable; both would retire 

(as did Alonso, with gearbox failure).

Sainz closed out the points finishers 

unlapped, but 43 seconds distant from 

Verstappen, ahead; his attempt to run 

62 laps on a single set of  ultrasofts 

proved futile. “Scoring just a point feels 

very, very bitter,” Sainz lamented.

Ricciardo aside, his sentiments 

echoed loud around the streets of  

Monte Carlo.

‘Ocon was a star 

of the weekend’
Force India shines, below ROUND

RACE FACTS Results © 2018 Formula One Administration Ltd

NEXT RACE: CANADIAN GRAND PRIX, JUNE 10

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

RESULTS

FIA Formula 1 World Championship, round 6/20

POS DRIVERS NAT CAR-ENGINE TIME

1 Daniel Ricciardo AUS Red Bull-Renault 1h42m54.807s
2 Sebastian Vettel GER Ferrari +7.336s
3 Lewis Hamilton GBR Mercedes +17.013s
4 Kimi Raikkonen FIN Ferrari +18.127s
5 Valtteri Bottas FIN Mercedes +18.822s
6 Esteban Ocon FRA Force India-Mercedes +23.667s
7 Pierre Gasly FRA Toro Rosso-Honda +24.331s
8 Nico Hulkenberg GER Renault +24.839s
9 Max Verstappen NED Red Bull-Renault +25.317s
10 Carlos Sainz ESP Renault +1m09.013s
11 Marcus Ericsson SWE Sauber-Ferrari +1m09.864s
12 Sergio Perez MEX Force India-Mercedes +1m10.461s
13 Kevin Magnussen DEN Haas-Ferrari +1m14.823s
14 Stoffel Vandoorne BEL McLaren-Renault -1 lap
15 Romain Grosjean FRA Haas-Ferrari -1 lap
16 Sergey Sirotkin RUS Williams-Mercedes -1 lap
17 Lance Stroll CAN Williams-Mercedes -2 laps
18 Charles Leclerc MON Sauber-Ferrari L70/collision
19 Brendon Hartley NZL Toro Rosso-Honda L70/collision
R Fernando Alonso ESP McLaren-Renault L52/gearbox

Winner’s average speed 94.293mph Lap leaders: Ricciardo 1-78

*Three-place penalty for causing a collision at the Spanish GP **10-place penalty for an additional power unit element, five-place penalty for a replacement
gearbox, car permitted to start

DRIVERS

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Lewis Hamilton 110
2 Sebastian Vettel 96
3 Daniel Ricciardo 72
4 Valtteri Bottas 68
5 Kimi Raikkonen 60
6 Max Verstappen 35
7 Fernando Alonso 32
8 Nico Hulkenberg 26
9 Carlos Sainz 20
10 Kevin Magnussen 19

CONSTRUCTORS

POS CONSTRUCTOR PTS

1 Mercedes 178
2 Ferrari 156
3 Red Bull-TAG Heuer 107
4 Renault 46
5 McLaren-Renault 40
6 Force India-Mercedes 26
7 Toro Rosso-Honda 19
8 Haas-Ferrari 19
9 Sauber-Ferrari 11
10 Williams-Mercedes 4

QUALIFYING

POS DRIVER TIME

1 Ricciardo 1m10.810s
2 Vettel 1m11.039s
3 Hamilton 1m11.232s
4 Raikkonen 1m11.266s
5 Bottas 1m11.441s
6 Ocon 1m12.061s
7 Alonso 1m12.110s
8 Sainz 1m12.130s
9 Perez 1m12.154s
10 Gasly 1m12.221s

POS DRIVER TIME

11 Hulkenberg 1m12.411s
12 Vandoorne 1m12.440s
13 Sirotkin 1m12.521s
14 Leclerc 1m12.714s
15 Hartley 1m13.179s
16 Ericsson 1m13.265s
17 Stroll 1m13.323s
18 Grosjean 1m12.728s*
19 Magnussen 1m13.393s
20 Verstappen **

VERSTAPPEN 1m14.260sFASTEST LAP ON LAP 60 (AVERAGE SPEED: 100.525mph)

Gasly ended up as 

second Red Bull driver

TYRE
CHOICE
Option
SUPER SOFT

e
RA SOFT

me
PER SOFT

DRS Activation zone

DRS Timing line

MONACO

Circuit: Circuit de Monaco Lap: 2.075 miles 
Race distance: 161.887 miles Laps: 78
Lap record: 1m 14.260s (Max Verstappen, 2018) 
2017 winner: Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)
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RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND-UP

Batteryfine
TheFIAhasclearedFerrariofany
wrongdoingafterconcludingan
investigation into itsbatteryusage
duringraces.Therehadbeen
suggestions thatFerrarihadfound
acleverworkaroundtoallowthe
systemtodelivermorepower
than itshould.FIAracedirector
CharlieWhitingsaidMercedes’
technicalheadJamesAllisonfirst
questionedthesystemat the
AzerbaijanGP.TheFIAopenedan
investigation,but foundnothing
untoward.Whitingsaid: “InSpain
Ferrari tooksomemeasures to
makesureweunderstood [what the
systemwasdoing]andthatwewere
seeingthingswewerehappywith.”

Leclerc letoff
SauberdriverCharlesLeclercwill face

no furtheractionoverhisaccidentwith

BrendonHartley inMonaco.Leclerc

slammed into the rearofHartley’sToro

Rossoaftersufferingbrake failureon the

exitof the tunnel.Theaccidentputboth

driversout.Thestewards foundthat the

clashwaspromptedby“the failureof the

front-leftdisc,andnot through the fault

ofeitherdriver”.Whitingadded: “If you

watch thevideo,Charlesbraked175

metres fromthechicane. I thinkhe

wasnursing thebrakesabit.Youcan’t

blamehim,poor lad.”

Powerfraction
Red Bull has estimated Daniel 
Ricciardo won in Monaco with a 
car that was 25 per cent down on 
power. “He lost about 25 per cent 
of the power of the engine,” said 
Christian Horner. “And then, 
because of the way these engines 
work, his rear brake temperatures 
are going through the roof. We 
saw it with Lewis Hamilton and 
Nico Rosberg a few years back in 
Montreal. He’s having to cool the 
brakes, cool the car, lifting off to do 
that. He couldn’t make a mistake.”

Sainz disaster
Carlos Sainz says his 10th place in 

Monaco felt like a “disaster”. Sainz 

started from eighth but struggled with 

his tyres after trying to make a set of 

ultrasoft Pirellis last 63 laps. “Scoring 

just a point feels very bad,” he said. “It’s 

very bitter. I think the race was a disaster 

from the start. Even though I was saving 

tyres, the frontsdegradeda lotand the

decision togo toultrasoftson lap15

wasnot themostappropriate.”

SacrificedStoff
StoffelVandoornereckons
McLarensacrificedhisMonaco
GPstrategy to favourFernando
Alonso.TheBelgianwas just
outside thetop10whenhemadea
laterpitstopthanhis immediate
rivals,whileAlonsowasbrought in
andrejoined incleanair in front
of thesistercar.Whenasked ifhis
strategywascalled toboost
Alonso,Vandoornesaid: “It feels
thatway.Weshouldhavepittedfive
lapsearlier.Disappointing.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Verstappen must stamp out mistakes, says Red Bull after his costly accident

Max Verstappen has 

admitted that he needs to 

stamp out costly mistakes, 

such as his practice accident 

that denied his Red Bull 

Racing team a potential 

1-2 finish in Monaco.

The Dutchman hit 

the barriers hard at the 

Swimming Pool section after 

initially clipping the inside 

barrier and breaking his 

steering. The damage was 

sufficient for him to miss 

qualifying, denying the Red 

Bull team a potential front-

row lockout after both cars 

had looked unbeatable 

around the Principality.

Team head Christian 

Horner said: “This place 

bites hard and he [Max] got 

bitten hard in a session that 

doesn’t really count for 

anything. He’s in a car 

capable of winning this 

grand prix, and that will 

hurt him because you don’t 

get many chances to win 

Monaco. He needs to learn 

from it and stop making these 

errors. I hope [this crash 

forces him to learn], because 

I don’t know what else will.”

Helmut Marko added: “I 

think he [Max] is not patient 

enough. He wants always to 

be the fastest, but the result is 

only when you cross the line. 

He needs to be morepatient,

judge the situationsbetter.”

Verstappen, whofought

from the back of thegrid

to ninth, said: “Deepdown

I’m disappointedaswecould

have had muchbetter if

I hadn’t made themistake.

I have learned throughout

my career that it iseasy

afterwards to sayitcould

have been like thisorthat,

but I have to look at myself.”  

DRIVERS HIT OUT AT
‘BORING’ MONACO
Race format in question

after lacklustre GP

Photos: LAT

By Robert Ladbrook

Drivers have questioned 
Monaco’s suitability as a 
modern Formula 1 venue 
after a lack of action led 
to some labelling last 
weekend’s grand prix as the 
“most boring race ever”.

A combination of  the slow-

speed nature of  the Monte 

Carlo track and Pirelli’s new 

hypersoft tyre compound 

meant that the race became 

more about conservation.

Daniel Ricciardo led home 

a top six that was unchanged 

from its qualifying order, as 

nearly all the drivers opted for 

a one-stop strategy. As well as 

losing around 25 per cent of  his 

engine power due to an energy 

recovery issue, Ricciardo 

lapped around nine seconds 

slower than his qualifying 

pace and still won.

McLaren’s Fernando Alonso 

was the most scathing. The 

Spaniard ran seventh before 

retiring with a gearbox failure.

When asked what he thought 

about racing at Monaco with 

the current, wider more 

powerful F1 cars, Alonso said: 

“It’s extremely boring. I mean, 

this is probably the most 

boring race ever. Without a 

safety car, without yellow flags, 

the sport needs to think a little 

about the show because this is 

very disappointing. Probably 

the most boring race ever in F1.

“But it’s Monaco, that’s the 

way it is. We just start in our 

qualifying position and we run 

until the chequered flag in that 

position. We probably need to 

give something to the fans at 

the end of  the race, just to 

pay the ticket back a little.”

Alonso’s comments are 

telling considering he opted 

to skip this race last year to 

instead take part in the Indy 

500 in America, a race that he 

labelled “the race of the day” 

on his Twitter feed on Sunday.

Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton 

was also frustrated, having 

pitted on lap 12 before nursing 

a set of  ultrasoft tyres for 

66 laps. After admitting to 

“literally cruising” for much 

of  the race, Hamilton 

suggested a shake-up to the 

Monaco weekend was needed.

“It [Monaco] has the biggest 

build-up and is the most special 

race of  the year, but it’s a 

shame that the race isn’t as 

exciting as the spectacle and 

the track is,” he said. “Maybe 

it’s got to be a different format 

here? It’s got to be more mixed-

up. Look at NASCAR – they 

throw out a bunch of  safety 

cars for no reason to bunch the 

pack up. Or maybe we need two 

races here? But that was just 

the longest 78 laps ever.”

Kimi Raikkonen added: 

“Qualifying dictates most 

things here. Not a lot happens. 

The start is the next deciding 

part, then whoever is in front 

dictates the speed. There needs 

to be a massive mistake to get 

past. We end up just driving 

around. Not the most exciting.”

Ricciardo said he felt the 

nature of  the circuit was more 

to blame than the new softer 

tyres, which will also be used 

at the next race in Canada.

“Because it’s a tight circuit 

you can take the p*ss a little 

bit with going slow,” he said. 

“There were times when I was 

really cruising, but the circuit 

allows you to do that, because 

it’s that hard to overtake.

“I don’t think we’ll be able to 

settle into that kind of  rhythm 

at a place like Montreal. I think 

it’s more circuit dependent.”

Verstappen: practice woe

Ricciardo leads 

everyone in formation
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WillPowertookhismaiden

Indianapolis500victoryand

the17thwinintheeventfor

Penskeafterasix-lapdash

totheflag,afterTony

Kanaan’slatecrashcaused

theseventhcautioninan

attrition-filledrace.

Powermadehisfinalstop

onlap171of 200running

aconventionalfive-stop

strategylikemostof his

rivalfrontrunners.

ButKanaan’sspinandcrash

atTurn2openedthedoortothe

threeone-off entriesof Oriol

Servia,JackHarveyandStefan

Wilson–whosatoutlastyearfor

FernandoAlonsotorace.

Onthefinalrestart,Powerwas

abletobidehistime,passing

Servia,thentakingthelead

againwhenHarveyandWilson

wereunabletostretchtheirfuel

sufficientlytomaketheflag.

“It’soverwhelming,amazing,”

saidPower.“It’sfunny,you

forgetwhereyouare,you’re

soimmersedintherace.You

don’tevenrealise.

“OnthewhiteflaglapIstarted

screamingbecauseIknewIwas

goingtowinit.Unbelievable,

I’veneverbeensoexcited.”

PolesitterEdCarpenterand

Powerledthemostlapsof the

race,butPowerwasableto

largelytakecontrolof the

racefromtheECRteamowner

beforethemidwaydistance.

Thetwolargelymatched

eachotherinstintlength,

butCarpenterhadno

answertoPowerlateon

andfinishedsecond.

“ThefirstrestartIhadbehind

[Power]Ihadagoodrun,Ithink

Icouldhavepassedhim,andI

waslike‘I’ll justsithereand

savefuel’andworkonhimon

theexchange,”saidCarpenter.

“Andthenwegotallthose

yellows[neartheend].Thenit

madeitnotafuelraceanymore.

“Sothat’stheonemomentin

hindsightthatIkickmyself,

butatthatmomentitseemed

liketherightdecision.”

DanicaPatrickstartedseventh

inherfinalcareerracebutfell

totheoutsidefringesof the

top10beforeshespunatTurn

2 andintothewallbefore

half distance.

WILL POWERS TO INDY 500 WIN

‘Lundqvist takes
another victory’
British F3 report, p24

A
nd to thinkweused
to regard himasnot
muchof a talker.Mika
Hakkinen, that is, the
highest-altitudeof all
those fabulousFlying

Finns – in F1, at least, if not in rallying,
where four-time champion Tommi
Makinen reigns supreme.
Back in the day, whenMikawas (probably)

the fastest thing on the planet (we’re talking
’98-2000,when hewonback-to-back titles
andwas only robbed of a triple byMercedes
engine unreliability), media types used to
categorise him as a driver ‘towrite about’,
not one ‘to interview’.
This, becauseMikawas famously

guarded andwary ofmisinterpretation by
unscrupulous hacks.Only those very few
whogained his trust andwhowere allowed a
glimpse into theworld of this funny, intelligent
and (of course) stunningly fast driver sawa
different side to the otherwise inscrutable
racing automaton.
Matt Bishop, esteemed former editor of

MN’s sister titleF1Racing (aka ‘my old boss’)
was one such and he’d regale those of uswho
worked alongsidewith tales of ice-lake diving
inMika’s native land and improbable vodka-
thawed evenings around a snowy campfire,
somewhere up in the arctic circle.
Formost of us, however, ‘TheHakk’

remained an impenetrable racing edifice –
someone to admire and respect, notwarm to.
But – news just in –Mika’s changed.Or,

rather, the force field he generated around
himself to race successfully against – and
beat –Michael Schumacher in his prime,
has been switched off, now that he no longer
faces that unenviable taskweek-in, week-out.
ModernMika, aMonaco resident, with several
children and a fulfilled post-competition
lifestyle, is a happyman and, against all
expectations, a garrulous partner in light-
hearted interviews, such as that conducted
byF1R over theMonacoweekend.
He’d stationed himself at Tabac for this

year’s F1 extravaganza, on a yacht upon the
decks ofwhichwasmounted his ’98Monaco
GP-winningMcLarenMP4-13.
Quite the statement for aman once

regarded as reticent and ill-disposed to
public displays of any kind. And from
hereMikawasmore than comfortable in
answering questions about his near-fatal
’95AustralianGPshunt, his fondness
for tortoises and the time his ex-Lotus
team-mate JohnnyHerbert tried to join him
in a bath, while theywere ‘roomies’ at the
FrenchGP.
It’s very easy, now, to reappraiseHakkinen

and viewhim just as the sunny guy he
probably alwayswas, butwho hid his light in
order to be able to race at ‘maximumattack’.
Verywelcome that newprism is, too.
But let’s never forget that flashing sliver

blade of a racer, well capable of beating
anyone for speed andwho, for a certain
generation of fan (yes, ’self included),
represents the very essence ofwhat it
means to be aworld champion racing driver.

F1 RACING EDITOR

“Mika is the
essence of a
world champio

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Norris extends F2 standings lead

Smith eyes future British GT career

LeMans24Hourswinner

GuySmithexpects to

continueracing,maybe in

BritishGT,after stepping

downfromthe factory

M-SportBentley team.

The43-year-oldBriton,

whowonLeManswith

Bentley in2003, raced

for the final timeasa

Bentley factorydriver

in theBlancpainGT

SeriesEnduranceCupat

Silverstonebuthassaidhe

could imaginereturning to

thecockpit at a lower level.

“I’mnotable todevote

the time that Ibelieve is

necessary to thiskindof

programme,but I could

imagineracing ina less-

pressuredenvironment,”

saidSmith.

“If itwasgoing tobe in

GTs, itwouldhave to

beaBentleyand Icould

imagineracing in the

BritishGTChampionship,

PirelliWorldChallenge,

theBlancpainGTSeries

Asia, or something

like that.”

Afteranightmare

weekendforhisrivals,

LandoNorrisextended

hisFormula2titlelead

atMonacolastweekend,

althoughhealso

sufferedtwocrashes,a

drivethroughpenalty

andavirtualsafetycar

infringement.

Norrisapologisedto

hisCarlinteamaftera

crashinqualifyingleft

him17thonthegrid.

He’dattemptedtotake

theSwimmingPool

sectionflat,butcarried

toomuchspeedinto

theexitandcrashed.

Intheracehestarted

onsupersofttyresand

multiplesafetycars

playedtohisfavour.He

puntedRalphBoschung

atAnthonyNoghes,

earningadrivethrough,

butrecoveredtosixth.

“Ineedtoapologise

toRalph,Idon’twant

towipeanyoneoutas

thatmakesmelook

bad,”hesaid.

Inthesprintracehe

tookthirdafterbeing

secondontheroad.He

exceededthevirtual

safetycarlimitbyover

asecond,whichwhen

applieddroppedhim

behindLouisDeletraz.

FerrarijuniorAntonio

Fuocowontherace.

ArtemMarkelovwon

thefeatureraceand

takessecondinthe

JoeGibbsRacing’sKyleBusch

dominatedtheNASCARCup

raceatCharlotte topickuphis

fourthserieswinof theseason.

Starting frompoleposition,

Busch led377of therace’s400

laps to takehis first victoryat

Charlotte, theonlycircuitonthe

calendarhehadnotpreviously

wonapoints-scoringraceat…

AlexPeroniandCharlesMilesiboth

tookavictoryandrunner-upspot
during the twoFormulaRenault
EurocupracesatMonaco.
Championship leaderYifeiYe
claimedtwofourthplaces toextend
his leadoverChristianLundgaard…
NickYellolyclaimeda lights-to-

flagvictory in thesolePorsche

Supercuprace inMonaco,

aheadof reigningchampion

andcurrentseries leader,

MichaelAmmermuller,and

DylanPereira…TheWorld
EnduranceChampionship’sLMP1
privateershavebeenhandedapower
reduction for theLeMans testday
nextmonth.Theywill beallowed
108kilogrammesofpetrolperhour
rather than the110kg/hratwhich
they raced inBelgium.The fuel flow
rate for theToyotaTS050HYBRID
remainsunchanged...

QUICK LAPSTHE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Maiden Indy 500

victory for Power

Busch won Coca-Cola 600

Step down: Smith will stop

with factory Bentley drive

standings,27points

behindNorris.

AlexanderAlbon

crashedintoNyckde

Vriesatthepitlane

entrywhileleadingthe

Dutchman,andboth

failedtoscorepoints

overbothraces.

GeorgeRussell

crashedtwice,whilehis

team-mateJackAitken

wasrobbedof agood

resultwhenathrottle

pedalsensorbroke

whenhestartedsecond

forthesprintrace.

F2 STANDINGS

DRIVER PTS

LandoNorris 98
ArtemMarkelov 71
AlexanderAlbon 71
GeorgeRussell 62
JackAitken 49
NyckdeVries 46

Crash for Norris
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Webb finally makes British F3 debut at Snetterton

Team BRIT expects to have GT3 Aston Martin race ready by end of the season

HarryWebbmadehisBRDCBritish

Formula3debutatSnettertonlast

weekend–andishopingtobeableto

completetheseason.

The21-year-oldformerBritishF4driver

joinedChrisDittmannRacingforhis

localcircuit, takingtwofifthplacesand

an11th.

TestingonThursdaywashisfirstouting

inthecarsincethemediadayandpre-

seasontestafterasponsorpulledoutand

preventedhimfromstartingtheseason.

“It’sbeenbetterthanIthought,”hesaid.

“Theracingishardbecausealotof people

havegottwoyears’experiencealready

anddonealotof testing.

“Wearejustgettingmoreconfidence

withthecar,andwithabitmoreracing

thatwillcome.”

Webbiscontinuingtoworkon

sponsorship,whichhehopeswillenable

himtofinishtheseason.

TeamBRITexpects tohaveaGT3

AstonMartin ready to raceby

the endof theyear.

The team–madeupof disabled

competitors –made itsGTracing

debut in theAstonMartinOwners’

Club-runGTChallengeatOulton

Parkearlier thismonth ina

GT4AstonMartin,withWarren

McKinlayandJamesHill

finishing fourth.

MoreGT4outings areplanned

later in theyear, includingvisits

to the 24-hour races at both the

Circuit of theAmericas and

Portimao, but a stepup toGT3 is

nowplanned fornext seasonwith

the teamtargetingaLeMans24

Hour entry in 2020.

McKinlay, a formerRAFrecovery

mechanic, said: “The [GT3] car is

still inbuildbutwe think it should

be readybefore the endof theyear.

“We’vebeen in talkswithAMR

[AstonMartinRacing] andProdrive,

and it’s all about testing thenew

handcontrols first.What’s amazing

is just howquickly theproject has

progressed. It’s actually easier to

drive these cars because they’re so

muchmoreadvanced thanwhat

we’reused to inFunCup.”

TeamBRIThashad its place

on thegrid for theAstonMartin

LeMansFestival race confirmed.

McKinlayandJamieFalveywill

takepart in the 50-minute support

race to the 24Hoursnextmonth in

theGT4car.

UnluckyGamble
TomGamble hadaweekend to forget

inBRDCBritish F3 at Snetterton,

taking abest result of eighth in the

opener. TheFortec-run reigning

Ginetta Junior champion admitted

hewas chasing set-up throughout,

but hisweekendnose-divedwhen

hewas involved in a collisionwith

Nicolai Kjaergaard at Turn 3which

put thembothout of race two. Race

three endedwith 16th place and

hedrops from third to fourth in the

standings, and is now102points

off leader Linus Lundqvist.

Monger’scommentary
Billy Monger described his debut outing

in the commentary booth as “really

enjoyable” after joining Richard John Neil

for the Thruxton British Formula 4 races.

The Carlin BRDC British F3 driver raced

in British F4 last year before his Donington

Park accident, and deputised for Phil

Glew, who was busy racing in the

GT Cup. Monger said: “It was really

enjoyable – it was a bit last minute, but I

like the Thruxton circuit and there’s good

racing so I thought why not?”

Collardexclusion
JordanCollard had to start from the

backof the grid in the firstMini

Challenge JCWencounter at

Snetterton after a paperwork error

meant he failed post-qualifying

scrutineering. Collard qualified on

pole by 0.646s, butwas excluded

fromqualifying andhandeda 10s

penalty for the first racebecause

therewas anerrorwith oneof

the tyre serial numbers onhis

paperwork. Despite the setback,

Collard climbed from28th to 15th

in raceone, andwas sixth in the

second race.

VWconfusion
There was confusion in the second

Snetterton Volkswagen Racing Cup

race when the chequered flag was

waved early. Martin Depper crossed

the line at the end of lap nine and was

greeted with the chequered flag, only

for it to be brought in before others

passed. That left Depper slowing once

he crossed the line, while others

continued racing. Jamie Bond passed

him and finished lap 10 ahead of Depper.

Race officials acknowledged the error

and put the result back a lap to allow

Depper to keep the win.

IN BRIEF

George set to complete whole of Silverstone 500 GT race – in two different cars

The InvictusGamesRacing teamwill

expand to fielda thirdcar inBritish

GT’s showpieceSilverstone500event

nextmonth,withdriverMattGeorge

set to race in twoof them.

Inaddition to its twoJaguarF-type

SVRGT4s, the teamwill also run

anAstonMartinVantageGT4 for

SuperDry founderJamesHolder,

whobacks the team.

Georgehasbeena long-termteam-

mate toHolder sincehestartedracing,

andwill share theAstonalongside

his current commitmentswith the

F-typewithSteveMcCulley.

“Wehad togoandget signed

permission fromall of theother

teams toallowMatt to raceboth

cars –he’ll essentiallybedoing the

whole threehours sohe’ll be

knackeredby theend!” said

teamheadJamesAppleby.

“Jameswanted tobringhisAstonout,

alsowanted to sharewithMatt, butalso

didn’twant todisruptMatt’s

programmewith the Invictusguys,

so this is thesolution.

“It’ll beabigchallenge forMatt

because theAstonand theJagcouldn’t

bemoredifferent.Wealsohave the

challengeof having tocoordinate

pitstops soMatt canhopoutof one

carandstraight into theother,

otherwisewecouldhaveacar sat

there for threeminuteswithouta

seconddriver ready.” Invictus Racing squad will expand to run Aston alongside its Jaguars

RACING NEWS
Photos: Peter May

ENDURANCE LEGENDS GETS
OFF TO A DRAMATIC START

ThefirstMastersEnduranceLegendsracetotake
placeintheUKgotofftoadramaticstartatBrands
Hatchlastweekend.Onlaptwo,DavidPorter’s
Peugeot908LMP1carcollidedwithNikiLeutwiler’s
ORECA03LMP2(222)atHawthorns.Alengthysafety
carperiodfollowedwiththeraceeventuallywonby
another908–drivenbyformerFormulaFordand
1994FormulaRenaultUKrunner-upRuiAguas.The
seriescatersforprototypeandGTcarsfrom1995to
2012andwillalsovisittheSilverstoneClassicinJuly.

Webb claimed two

fifths on F3 debut

Team BRIT made GT debut at Oulton and will tackle Le Mans support race

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Dave Archer - Kingsize Photography
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Cumming targets return to action in next SMRC meeting after frightening crash

Hammond to race Alfa
in HRDC Touring Greats
DoubleStockHatchchampion

PipHammondwill teamup

withhisformerPorsche924

rivalStevePotts forawildcard

appearanceintheHRDC

TouringGreatsatBrands

Hatchthisweekend,sharing

theformerBoxsterchampion’s

AlfaRomeoGiuliaSuperin

thepre-1963class.

Hammondwasapproached

foraone-off racebytheHRDC

regularshortlyaftertherecent

CitroenC124Hourraceat

Rockingham,inwhichthey

wereteam-matesforSouth

HurstEngineering.

“It’sbeenagoalofminetobreak

intothehistoricracingworld

andmyambitionhasalways

beentoraceatGoodwood,sothis

is thefirststeponthat ladder,”

saidthePDCRacingdriver.

ItwillbeHammond’s fourth

differentracingventurethis

year,havingalreadycompeted

inClassicStockHatch, theC1

endurancerace,andthe

EuropeanLateModelSeries,

withafifthcomingintheTWP

MazdaMX-5attheRockingham

roundof ClubEnduro.

Scottish Saloon and Sportscars driver Ron 

Cumming is planning to be back behind the 

wheel at the next Scottish Motor Racing 

Club meeting, despite a frightening 

145mph crash at Knockhill recently. 

Nemesis kit car driver Cumming clipped 

the BMW Z3 of  Scott Duthie when 

attempting an overtake on the approach to 

the hairpin – which was the first corner 

with the circuit being run in reverse 

formation – in the second race on May 6. 

This sent Cumming onto the grass, with 

his car rolling multiple times before 

coming to a rest upside down in the gravel 

at the hairpin. He was taken to hospital 

but escaped serious injury. 

“It was just a racing incident,” said 

Cumming. “I just happened to catch 

him when I was travelling at 145mph, 

two inches to the side and it would’ve 

kept me out of  trouble! 

“Knockhill did a fabulous job – everyone 

was in the right positions and an 

ambulance took me to hospital because 

they were worried about concussion. 

“I’ve got to thank the car’s designer Paul 

Gibson – there was nothing deformed in

the [structure of  the] car at all. It looked

exciting for the spectators but the safety

cell of  the Nemesis is pretty good. I’m

working on the car now and hopefully I will

be out in the next meeting [on July 1].”

Cumming struggled to get away at the

start, leaving him to fight his back.

“I had an electrical problem and I think

the wiring failed in the relay and the fuel

pump shut down,” he added. “I probably

should’ve been shown a bit more discretion

and waited to get through to the front.”

COUNCIL REJECTS MAJOR LYDDEN
HILL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS

Photos: JakobEbrey, JimMoir

ByKerryDunlop

LyddenHill’sambitiousplans for
a£6million investment tohelp the
circuitgrowanddevelopfor the
futurewererefusedbyDoverDistrict
Council’splanningcommitteeata
meeting lastThursday.

Theoriginalplansweresubmitted

in2015andtherehavebeenmany

re-submissionsrequiredinthemeantime.

Theproposalincludedprovisionfor

grandstands,twonewhospitality

buildingsandanadminblock,anew

scrutineeringbay,14engineering

workshopsandimprovedaccess

fromtheA2motorway.

Extra“non-noisy”dayswouldhave

allowedforpoliceadvanceddriver

training,cycleracing,show-jumping

andothersimilareventstosupplement

thecurrenttrackactivities.

“Obviouslywe’reupsetthatthe

committeearesmall-mindedinthe

waythattheythoughtwecouldmanage

thingsgoingforward,butweproved

thatwe’rebasicallygoodpeopleover

thelastcoupleof yearsandeveryone

seemedtobehappy,”saidLydden

ownerPatDoran.“I’venowgotto

spendafewmonthsthinkingwhat

thewayforwardisforthecircuit.

“I’vegotnointentionof stopping

atthemoment,withthesupportthat

Lydden’sgotaroundtheworldwith

rallycrossandclubracing,Icouldn’t

doit. Itdoesn’tearnanymoneybutas

longasitbreakseven,we’dbehappy

withthat.

“There’sdefinitelymorethingswe

coulddogoingforward,we’veprobably

spentabout£300,000overthelast

18monthsdevelopingthingslike

toiletsandcafesandit’smadeita

morefriendlyplacetobe.”

Thehearingattractedplentyof

attention.Theusualcouncilchamber

wasfulltocapacityandanoverflowof

25peoplehadtobeaccommodatedin

anadjoiningroomwithanaudiolink.

RacingreturnstoLyddenHillon

July8withameetingorganisedbythe

ClassicTouringCarRacingClub.Two

moremeetingsremainafterthatin

AugustandNovember.

AdditionalreportingbyHalRidge

Former karting star Gilmour takes Moffat’s TCR drive

Former karter Robert Gilmour will

take Aiden Moffat’s place alongside

Derek Palmer Jr for the remainder

of the TCR UK season.

British Touring Car driver Moffat

and his Laser Tools Racing team

withdrew from TCR UK after the

last round, after “losing confidence

in the organisers” following a number

of incidents over the first four races.

Gilmour – who was a frontrunner in

the BRDC Stars of Tomorrow karting

series a decade ago – will drive an

Alfa Romeo Giulietta under the DPE

Motorsport banner, starting from the

Brands Hatch races this weekend.

“I was one of the three drivers who

originally went over to Italy to test

the car, so I’ve been part of the project

from the very start,” said Gilmour.

“I’ve watched the TCR International

Series grow and I was with Derek at

Silverstone and Knockhill, so I know

all about TCR UK and where it’s going.”

Organisers expect the highest

number of cars so far, at Brands this

weekend. All 11 cars from Knockhill

are set to compete again, while the two

Maximum Motorsport SEAT Leon

Cupras of Stewart Lines and Carl Swift

will return after converting from DSG

to sequential gearboxes. A new driver

is also in advanced talks to join the grid

and which could take it to 14 entries.

Plans included 

hospitality centre

Neary to make British GT 
return at Silverstone

The Team ABBA Mercedes-AMG 

GT3 will return to the British GT 

Championship for a one-off  outing in the 

showpiece event at Silverstone this year.

Richard Neary will share the car with 

works driver Adam Christodoulou for 

the three-hour Silverstone 500 on June 

9/10. It will be the team’s first appearance 

of  the season, having switched to Britcar 

as its main programme.

“I’m just picking and choosing races 

this year as I can’t commit the time fully 

and to be competitive in British GT you 

have to test about twice before each 

round,” said Neary.

“My 16-year-old son Sam has just got 

his race licence so we’ll be doing a lot of  

sprint races trying to get him up to an 

International C licence so we can go 

and share a GT4 car in the Creventic 

24 Hours of  Barcelona in September.

“Silverstone will be a bit of  fun. It’s a 

great track and Adam is a top, top driver, 

so we’ll see how we go. But it’ll likely 

just be a one-off.”
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GilmourwillcompeteinaDPEMotorsport-enteredAlfaGiuliettainTCRUK

Neary will share with Christodoulou

How Cumming’s Nemesis kit car looked before the massive accident





B
ritishclubracing is theenvyof
the world, nobody does it better 
than us, more competitively or 
more professionally. 

I used to do a lot of trackdays, and 
could often put in a lap that raised 

eyebrows. That was until 2012 when my best mate 
decided I needed to get out competitively in his  
FIA MGB and see just how I would get on. 

I got my licence, bought all the gear, sat in his car at the 
inaugural MGB50 celebration race at Castle Combe and 
stuck it on pole, among arguably the fastest MGB racers 
in the UK. The race didn’t go so well and I aquaplaned 
off at Quarry when Poseidon decided I needed an extra 
challenge. We were running on semi-bald Dunlop CR65s 
as our budget just didn’t stretch to new tyres for the race.

From that point forward, I was determined to win 
anything I entered, and we did just that. When I say  
‘we’ I mean family, friends and sponsors that allow me  
to do what I’ve gone to bed dreaming about since I was 
five. Club racing is almost always a family affair, and  
it’s amazing to see how it brings families together.

I ran my first full season in the MG Metro Cup in 2014, 
and in 2016 I was champion after coming second  
two years in a row. 

For 2017 I moved onto the newly relaunched 750MC 
Hot Hatch Championship. It ticked all the boxes with 
freedom to build a car to basic power-to-weight rules. This 
meant I could build a competitive car on a small budget. 

I chose the Honda Integra DC2 as it is a well-known 
platform for handling, a wealth of parts are available and 
it’s light. Regulations allowed me to cram in the later K20 
Honda engine which is unbeatable for bhp/£ in stock trim. 
I ran a basic stock engine up to 240bhp, worked closely 
on the gear ratios, weight and the chassis. It was a tough 
year with a big oversteer bias that I had to fight through, 
but we got a few wins, stayed on the podium and the 
title came down to the final race – and I almost won it.

Now the grids are at capacity for this year. We have a 
slightly upgraded K24 engine, revised rear suspension, 
a rear wing and a new tyre sponsor. Honing the fine 
details of brake balance, rear roll stiffness and 
kinematics has worked wonders. 

At the first race at Brands Hatch we knocked  
1.9 seconds off our previous year’s lap record in 
qualifying with a 51.9s lap, and took pole by 1.7 
seconds. The race was going amazingly and we had  
a seven-second lead by lap five when the red flags 
came out. On the restart, an earthing issue prevented 
the starter from working and we had to get a bump  
from pitlane. Despite the rough start, the car is in a 
perfect state to mount a super-strong challenge and  
I’m full of confidence for the season ahead. 

See how Ben Rushworth is doing on  
this week’s National Driver Rankings: 
nationaldriverrankings.co.uk
For all your motorsport insurance needs,  
visit Grove & Dean Motorsport Insurance:  
grove-dean-motorsport.com

From: West Chiltington Car: Honda Integra 

Position: 13/1242 in the rankings (as of May 23)

BEN
RUSHWORTH

DRIVER COLUMN

ARE YOU IN THE NATIONAL DRIVER RANKINGS?
Email national@motorsport.com to have your story here

Raven gets the ball rolling with US victory

Burton eyes title challenge in 750MC Locost

FormerSprintracerMarkBurton

hassethissightsonwinning

the750MotorClubLocost

Championshipafterclaiming

atriplevictoryatCroft

lastweekend.

Burtononlymadehiscircuit

racingdebutattheopening

roundatCastleCombein

April,butsurprisedmanyby

winningthesecondrace.

Hethenbackeduphisform

withanotherwinatBrands

Hatchbeforetakingaclean-sweep

atthelatestround.

“I’mtryingnottothinkaboutthe

championshipbutImustadmitit’s

comingtothefrontof mymind

thatImighthaveachancethis

year,”Burtonsaid.

“Ididabitof sprinteventslast

yearinaToyotaMR2andIdid

quitewell.ButIreallywantedtogo

wheel-to-wheelwithothercars.

“Idon’thaveahugebudget,I just

turnupateachroundanddomy

best.Ican’twaittogettoPembrey

nextmonth.”

TheCamberleylocalbelieves

the750MCisthebestplacetomake

hisfirstforayintocircuitracing.

“It’sagreatchampionshipanda

fantasticclub.Theethosof

affordableracingreallyringstrue

andthesocialsideof it isequally

goodtoo,”Burtonsaid.

Afteraturbulentopening

weekendinF4UnitedStates

Championship,2014Formula

FordFestivalwinnerJames

Ravenisconfidentof fighting

forthetitleaftertakinghisfirst

racewinatRoadAmerica

earlierthismonth.

PortsmouthdriverRaven

crashedinqualifyingand

ranwideinoneof theraces

compromisinghischances

atVirginiaInternational

Racewaylastmonth,buthe

tooktwosecondsandawin

earlierthismonthtositthirdin

thestandings.

Hisvictorycameunderthe

safetycar,butadaringmove

onthepenultimatelap

promotedhimfromthirdto

firstinasinglecorner.

“We’lltakeit,”saidDEForce

RacingdriverRaven.“Wewere

edgingawaybeforethesafety

carbutitstillwouldhavebeen

nicetoracetothefinish.

I’mreallyhappywiththe

weekend,wetookthemost

pointsfromtheweekend,in

thechampionshipwewent

fromninthtothirdand28

pointsbehindtheleader.

“I’mlookingforwardto

therestof theyearasthe

championshipisreallytight.”

BenjaminPedersenand

DakotaDickersonwonthe

otherraces,whilethehighest

finishingBritsbehindRaven

wereMatthewCowleyand

TeddyWilson.

TheseriesusestheCrawford

F4-16chassiswithaHonda

engine.ThenextroundisMid

OhioonJune28-July1.

MotorsportIreland’sYoung

RacingDriverof theYearfor

2017,JordanDempsey,will

movefromUSF4–havingonly

competedattheopening

meeting–toChineseF4.

Three wins at Croft have put Burton in the Locost title battle

Photos: Rachel Bourne, Steve Jones, Steve Addison

Rushworthhasmadeagreatstart toHotHatchseason

USdriver eyesmore races in theUKNational LegendsChampionship

O’BRIEN TO RETURN
FOR UK OUTINGS

AmericanJordanO’Briensays

hehopestohavethechanceto

raceintheUKagainthisyear

afterstarringatAngleseylast

weekendinhisfirstevent

outsideof theUnitedStates.

The19-year-oldtookpartas

aguestcompetitorintheUK

NationalLegendsseries,and

cameawaywithtworacewins,

threefurtherpodiumsanda

seventhplacefromthesixraces.

“It isatotallydifferent

experiencecomparedtothe

LegendsintheUS,”saidthe

Mainenative.

Ashewasaguestcompetitor

inthemeeting,O’Brienwas

obligedtostartlastineveryrace,

butdidnotletthishinderhim.

“Itwasanawesome

experience,”hesaid.“Tostart

deadlastandcomethrough

thefield,comingawaywiththe

winandmakingalast-lapmove

isagreatfeeling.”

O’Brienisleadingthe

LegendsINEXworld

championshipaswellas

state-widecontestsinNew

HampshireandConnecticut,

andhopestoreturntotheUK

soon,dependingonraising

budgettofundthetrips.

“There’stheAmerican

SpeedFestatBrandsHatch

laterthisyearthatI’dlovetobe

partof,”explainedO’Brien.

“Iwasasingle-seaterperson

atfirst,butbecauseIwas

overweight,Icouldn’tfit inone!

“I’velost30kginthelast

sixmonthsanditisdefinitely

somethingI’dbekeentoget

backinto.IhavetriedaUSF2000

carinthepast,andmaybethe

MazdaRoadtoIndyissomething

wecanaimforinthefuture.”

O’Brien had to start

from the very back

The fastest Superkarts descend  

on Donington Park this weekend 

for the MSA British Superkart 

Grand Prix and opening rounds of  

the CIK-FIA European Superkart 

Championship. 

Heading the list is reigning 

champion Peter Elkmann from 

Germany, who has already taken 

wins at Paul Ricard and Dijon  

as part of  the French series. The 

British challenge will come from 

Liam Morley and Daniel Clark. 

Morley had two wins recently  

at Silverstone and set a new lap 

record around the Grand Prix 

circuit, while Clark will be using 

his Anderson VM for the first 

time this season.  

There are also rounds of  the MSA 

British Superkart Championship 

where four-time champion Paul 

Platt has had five wins so far this 

season, while Morley is unbeaten 

in the F125 Open class. 

The Grand Prix for all of  the 

Superkart classes takes place on 

Sunday afternoon. Morley has 

collected the most wins, seven, in 

the history of  the Grand Prix.

Superkart rockets to stun at Donington Park

Brit Morley will 

gun for glory

RACING NEWS
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Models like the 105 are in

Thruxtonspecial
TheWoodcoteTrophyandStirling
MossTrophywill join togetherat
Thruxtonthisweekendtoprovide
astunninggridofmorethan30
cars for twohalf-hour races.The
earliercarscontest theWoodcote
Trophywhere theJaguarD-typeof
thePearsonbrothers takeson
ChrisWard’sCooper Jaguar.The
BryantLotus15goesupagainst
variousListers in theMossseries
for late1950ssports-racers.

BoydsinUlster
Ireland’s rallyingbrothersDerekand
AdrianBoydwillbebackon familiar
special stageswhenthey takepart in
theTitanicDejaVuUlster retrospective
eventonSeptember1.Derekwill drive
a1980Porsche911andAdrianhis
1971AlpineRenaultA110, in the
cavalcadeofcarson the140-mile
route through theAntrimGlens.

Williamsonshow
TwosignificantWilliamsF1
carswillbeonshowat this
year’sShelsleyWalshClassic
Nostalgia (July28/29).Nigel
Mansell’sF1WorldChampionship
winningFW14Bfrom1992and
lastyear’sFW40,asdrivenby
FelipeMassaandLance
Stroll,willbedisplayed in the
F1Paddockastheevent
celebratesFormula1history
throughtheyears.

NoSuperTourers
TheSuperTouring racesplanned
forThruxton thisweekendhavebeen
shelveddue to lackofentries.Adozen
carscontested theseason-opening
racesat theDoningtonHistoricFestival
and theserieswill nowregroupbefore
theLegendsofBrandsHatchmeeting
andtheSilverstoneClassic races.

Clark’sroadsports
FormerFormulaVeeracer
JeremyClark ismountingan
assaultonthe70sRoadSports
Championship thisseason
afteracquiring theex-Howard
BenthamLotusElan. “Wespent
ninemonthsrebuilding it,”said
Clark,whotookadoublewinat
hishometrackofSnetterton.After
four rounds,henowlies joint third
in thepoints table.

Morgan’sCapri
After leavingThruxton10daysagoas
thepoints leader in theBTCC,Adam
Morganwill return to theHampshire
track thisweekendtoshare the1980
FordCapriofRicWood in thepairof
HistoricTouringCarChallengeraces.
FormerBTCCracersPatrickWatts
(FordCapri)andSteveSoper (Rover
Vitesse)arealsoamongtheentry.

SpiritofThruxton
Anon-championship ‘Spiritof
Thruxton’single-seatergrid
willbepartof thecircuit’s
50thanniversarymeetingthis
weekend.This raceforupto two-
litresingle-seaters takes in
ClassicF3,HistoricF2,Classic
andHistoricFF2000sandFormula
Atlantics.SteveWorrad’sF2
ChevronB49couldset thepace.

HISTORICS

Salonen heads to Eifel Pearson makes FF2000 switch

The1985WorldRallychampionTimo

SalonenwillbebackinaPeugeot205T16

fortheEifelRallyeFestival(July19-21).

Salonenwill join1984championStig

Blomqvistasoneof thestarsof the

Germanevent.

TheFinnwilldrivea205T16E2replica

builtbyErichMullerandMullerwill

alsotakepartinanewly-builtPikes

Peakversionof the205T16.Salonen

firstwenttotheEifeleventin2015and

wassuitablyimpressed.

“Thisislikeaclasstrip,”hesaid.“It is

greattoexperiencehowmanyyoungpeople

areinterestedinourcarsandstories.”

FormerStockHatch

andGinettaracer

StuartPearsonhas

switchedtoHistoric

FormulaFord2000and

madehissingle-seater

debutrecentlyat

CadwellPark.

“I’vebeenracingcars

since2001andbefore

thatIracedbikes,”said

theHolmfirthracer.He

nowhastheex-Seamus

DoyleLolaT580andhas

spentthelasttwoyears

rebuildingthecar.

“Wehaven’ttestedit

muchanditisvery

different:thepeoplein

thechampionshipare

veryfriendly,”said

Pearsonaftertakinga

pre’79classwininhis

firstrace.

Pearsonhasfinished

thecarinthecoloursof

AudioSonic,aperiod

LolaT580liveryfrom

Hollandthathespotted

ontheinternet.

Invitation-only race for classic Alfas could lead to new series

Aninvitationraceforclassicand

historicAlfaRomeosfrom1950-’70

willberunatDoningtonParkin

Octoberandcouldbethecatalyst

foraseriesin2019.

TheHistoricRacingDrivers’

Clubwillpromotethe30-minute

raceonOctober14.Itwillbestaged

asascratchrace,withclassesfor

production,trackmodifiedand

fullracecars.

HRDCfounderJuliusThurgood

said:“Theethosbehindthis

invitationraceistopromotea

possibleseriesin2019,whichwill

championcloseracingwithina

properhistoricformatforclassic

AlfaRomeosfromthreedecades.”

TheseriesisopentoallAlfa

Romeo750,101,105and116-series

cars,spanninganearlyGiulietta

Berlinatoafour-cylinderAlfetta

GTVoranAlfaSud,competing

alongsideBertoneGTcoupes.

ByPaulLawrence

TheFormula2March722
racedbyNikiLauda in1972
will return toracing in
Europethisweekendduring
thehistoricsingle-seater
racesatThruxton.

Chassis5hasspentmany

yearsinAustraliabuthasbeen

broughtbacktotheUKby

ex-patStephenWellerandhe

willraceitatThruxton,46years

afterLaudafinishedthird

behindthesimilarcarsof

RonniePetersonandFrancois

Cevert intheEasterMonday

EuropeanF2raceatthe

Hampshiretrack.Threedays

earlier,onGoodFriday,Lauda

wonaroundof theBritishF2

Championshipintherainat

OultonPark.

AfterLaudaracedthecarin

1972itspentsometime

hillclimbingandwaslater

believedtohavebeenpartof

JamesHunt’sestatewhenhe

diedin1993. ItwenttoAustralia

nearly20yearsagoandhas

beenracedfromtimetotime.

“Itgotcoveredupandputin

thebackof aworkshop, four

doorsupfrommeinSydney,so

Iknewitwasthere,”said

Weller,whoacquiredit intime

forthePhillipIslandClassic in

March.“I’veneverracedat

Thruxtonbefore.”

TheMarch,runninginperiod

STPlivery,arrivedintheUK

lastweekaftertwomonthsat

seaandWellerisnow

re-preparingit forthis

weekend.Hethenplanstorace

itontheSilverstoneGPCircuit

twoweekslater.

“Weareonlythecustodians

of thesecars,”saidWeller.

“Theyshouldn’tbein

museums,theyshouldbeout

ontrack.”

Famous Formula 2 chassis will run at 50th anniversary event

LAUDA’S MARCH TO
STAR AT THRUXTON

DOWNTHE

PUB
WITH
GARETH
BURNETT
All-rounder in historics

Age: 55 Lives:Newmarket

IN BRIEF

‘Salonen will be

back in 205 T16’
WRC champ returns, below
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He’sracedalotof
moderncars
“Iwasborn inBelfastbut I’vebeen
overhere for35years. Ididsome
racing in Irelandwhen Icouldafford
it.Since IcametoEngland I’ve
doneFormulaFord,FormulaFord
2000,ARPFormula3,which Iwon
in1996,and thenNationalSaloons
and intohistoricsaswegetolder.”

Hetriedhishandat
historics
“My first time inhistoricswas1997.
Theguywho lived in thenext village
tous, JohnRuston,hadaTalbot that
hewanted to runat theCoys
MeetingatSilverstone. Initiallymy
thoughtwas ‘no, Idon’tdriveold
cars’.But Ihada freeweekendand
wentalongandbya flukeofchance
wewonthe race.Thatwasgood
funsowedecided todoabitmore.”

Theyprepareracecars
“Twentyyears later I’mstill involved
with JohnandTalbots.Pace
Products ismybusinessandwedo
restorations, racepreparationand
rebuilds frompre-warcars right
through.Wespecialise in theTalbot
teamcarsand I’veknownTalbotsall
my life.Mygrandfatherandmy
fatherbothhadTalbots, so there is
aconnection.”

Heracesextensively
“In theworkshopswe’vegot
Abarths,Chevrons,Elvas,Lotuses
andagreatmixture.Then Iget to
racesomeof themaswell.As long
asyoustaynear the frontandhave
achanceofwinning, it’senjoyable.”

Healsodoesvintage
rallies
“InAprilwedid theFlying
Scotsmanrally for vintagecarsand
won it for the third time insix years.
It’s totallydifferent to racingbutstill
verycompetitiveandvery intense.
Youareon itall the timewithno
relent.Drivingover theYorkshire
Moors inopencarswithonlyaero
screens inpouring rainalldayyou
dostart to think ‘why?’”

HetooktheAltarallying
“Wedid it in the1939Alta this time
andnoonehasever ralliedanAlta
before.We’dwon it in theTalbots,
so thiswasanewchallengeand it
didn’tmissabeat.Butwe
punctured the fuel tankandripped
awingoffbecause there isn’tmuch
groundclearance.Thisyearwe’re
going fora thirdwin in theTalboton
theAlpineTrial inSeptember.
We’realso racing theAlta this
seasonand finished third in the
MadJack raceatDonington.”

Photos: Paul Lawrence

March 722 will

return to the track

Burnett races and rallies

Pearson made his debut at Cadwell Park

The rareToyota-powered F3 car
Worrad will have pace in F2

Delta Corse F3 racer ready for long restoration in the UK

The sole remaining Delta 

Corse Formula 3 car from 

1977 is now UK owned and 

destined for restoration after 

lying unused for 40 years.

British enthusiast Thomas 

Hall spotted the project for 

sale in Denmark and has 

entrusted it to Edginton 

Racing for restoration with 

an eventual plan of  getting 

it race-ready.

The car was built by Italian 

F3 racer Cesare Dorado for 

the 1977 season with an 

Alloni-tuned Toyota engine. 

Two chassis were thought to 

have been built, but only one 

is believed to have survived.

“It didn’t do much in period 

and hasn’t raced since 1978,” 

said Hall. “It’s probably going 

to take a couple of  years to 

restore it.” 
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Ogier last drove

for Citroen in 2011

LOEB KEEPS UP HIS WORLD RX HOT STREAK AT SILVERSTONE PAGE 22

RALLY NEWS

CITROEN KEEN TO TEMPT
OGIER BACK TO FRENCH TEAM

ByDavidEvans

Citroen is ready to sit down and 
discuss a deal to bring Sebastien 
Ogier back to Paris to replace Kris 
Meeke in the C3 WRC next season.

Craig Breen and Mads Ostberg will 

represent the French firm at the next 

round in Sardinia, the Italian island 

event was always planned for Ostberg. 

Beyond round seven, Citroen has three 

weeks to decide who will drive its lead car 

at Rally Finland and potentially for the 

rest of  the season. That won’t be Ogier, 

who is committed to his contract with 

the M-Sport Ford World Rally Team.

But Citroen team principal Pierre 

Budar said he would be interested to sit 

down and talk to the five-time champion 

about bringing him back for the first 

time since the Citroen-Ogier relationship 

fell apart at the end of  2011.

Budar told MN: “You can imagine in 

our situation we are going to consider all 

of  the opportunities to have a new driver. 

“If youtellmeOgierisonthemarket

and Ogier can be interested by Citroen 

then, of  course, I would be interested in 

Sebastien Ogier. That’s for sure. But we 

have to consider all the opportunities. 

We have to define our driver line-up for 

next year.”

Meeke’s departure  could force Citroen 

into a significant U-turn where Ogier 

is concerned – PSA Group CEO Carlos 

Tavares told MN at the start of  the season 

that the firm wasn’t thinking about 

bringing him back.

Asked in January why Citroen hadn’t 

chased Ogier harder, Tavares said: “We 

believe we have a great driver called 

Kris Meeke. We love Mr Ogier, he’s a 

great champion who we respect a lot, 

but at the end of  the day we make our 

decisions based on our strategy and 

we take the risk of  being unpopular, 

but this is our strategy.”

Post-Portugal, that strategy is clearly 

being revised. 

Ogier wasn’t the only French Sebastien 

beingtalkedaboutfor a possible full-

time return to Citroen. Sebastien Loeb 

said Meeke’s position didn’t change his 

feelings about his current programme. 

Loeb is scheduled to tackle Rally Spain 

in October as part three of  his three-

rally return for Citroen.

“I am working in the World Rallycross 

championship now,” he said. “I don’t 

want to do this and WRC, I don’t have 

the motivation for that. For me, nothing 

changes because Meeke isn’t driving for 

Citroen. I don’t want to put more rallies 

into the calendar, I want to be more calm 

and already I am competing here [in 

WRX] every two weeks and then we 

have the test and the promotion. Like 

I say, nothing changes for me. I do Spain, 

like we plan, but that’s it.”

One of  Budar’s immediate concerns 

is the ongoing development and 

pre-event testing of  the C3, both of  

which had been led by Meeke. 

“Maybe I can help with a test or 

something,” said Loeb, “maybe this is 

possible, but so far this isn’t something

we have spoken about.”

Loeb confirmed his deal with Peugeot 

for WRX next season is not yet in place, 

but he added: “We are talking about it 

and this is the priority.”

Allowing Breen and Ostberg to see 

the season out as the team’s two main 

drivers is a possibility – Budar said 

Sardinia would offer the chance to 

assess that as a way forward.

“Let’s see what happens [in Sardinia]. 

We have to be careful for this, it’s not 

an easy position for them [Breen and 

Ostberg]. If  we want them to lead the 

team it can be quite difficult for them.

“We didn’t decide what to do for the 

next rallies [after Sardinia]. We have a 

bit of  time for the decision. We will have 

to make a decision for Finland before 

the end of  June. We have time to think 

about the best scenario for us. We have a 

few options, not many, but a few. 

Let’s see what is the best choice for 

us considering the situation and 

considering that we have to prepare

for next year.”

Budar’s talk of  Citroen’s 2019 WRC 

effort comes as a relief  to those who 

feared Meeke’s departure could hasten 

the exit of  the team. Budar was insistent 

that was not the case, adding: “This 

decision is not linked to any new 

decision for next year. What I can tell 

you about next year is that Citroen will 

be involved in WRC. It’s not linked.”

Ostberg said his approach to Sardinia 

wouldn’t change in light of  the loss of  

Meeke. The Norwegian will get two 

days instead of  a one-day test in Spain 

in preparation for Alghero, but beyond 

that he knows nothing of  his future 

with the French marque.

“You know this was always an event 

I was going to do,” Ostberg told MN. 

“I understand there’s an opportunity 

now and I will do my best for this. 

“I really want to show the Citroen 

team what I am capable of  and what 

I can do in Sardinia.”

Team bosses looking ahead to a future without Meeke

14  MAY 30 2018  motorsport-news.co.uk Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110



Sebastien Loeb isn’t keen on adding any more events to his 2018 calendar

Mads Ostberg will run with the team in Sardinia, but beyond, who knows?

SebastienLoeb
“Idon’t think theycanwin the
championshipwithhim[Meeke],
butalso theycannotwin the
championshipwithouthim.For
sure,hecrasheda lot,butwhy
[did theysackhim]now, Idon’t
know? I’mnot thebossof
Citroen,so Ican’t say if Iwould
have taken thisdecisionornot.”

PetterSolberg
“Iwouldneverhavedone this in
themiddleof theseason, Idon’t
think that’sgood for the team.Kris
gaveeverythinghecould,hegave
hisbest for the team.Ofcourse
hewaspushingandmaybehe
waspushinga littlebitmore than
what thecarwasactuallycapable
of.When I lookedto thecarafter
Portugal, itwasalmostasbad
asmycarafter Icrashed in
Germany [in2004].”

MarcusGronholm
“Hehasbeendriving fora lotof
years,buthe ismakingsome
mistakesandhavingsomebig
crashes.Hecanbequickonone
rally,but thenon thenextone it’s
boom,boom,boom.Thecar
lookedreallybadafter thisone. I
thinkCitroengota littlebit scared.
It’snotnice forhimand I’msure
comesasashock,butyouknow
themanufacturers, theycan’t
afford thiskindof thinganymore.”

DaniSordo
viaTwitter

“Allmysupport in thesehard times
friend.Youarestrongandsure the
best iscoming.”

CarlosdelBarrio
viaTwitter

“It’sbeenanhonour tocompete

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Whatarethetargets
for2018now?
“The targetwill be
reconsideredwhenweknow
what is the line-up for the
drivers in thenext rallies.
Wehave toseewhatkindof
opportunitywewillget for these rallies
[in termsofdrivers], so for the timebeing
Ican’t saymuchabout this.”

There’sbeencriticismabout
thecommunicationyoumade
announcingthisnews.What
areyourthoughtsonthis?
“I think this isdifficult toavoidwhenyou
have thiskindofcommunication forsuch
adifficultdecisionornews, it’sdifficult to
haveeverybodyhappywithastatement
like thisone.Ofcourse,wehave tried to
dosomethingclear. It’sdifficult togive
toomanydetailswhenyoumake itbya
statement like this.Onceagain, Idon’twant
misunderstandingabouthowKrisandPaul
hasbeenappreciatedbyeverybody in the
teamandwehave inmind thathewas the
lastdriverable tohaveCitroenwinninga
rallyand forsure,nobodywill forget this.
Butwehavealso tomanagea teamin the
WRCandwehavebeenappointed to
direct the teamtogetsomevictories, towin
somechampionshipsandwehave todo
what’sbest for the team.”

WasPaul’smistakeinCorsica
acontributingfactor?
“As faras I know, thiswasoneof the first
mistakes forPaul.Wehavedecidedat
the timenot toblamehim–hewasnot to
blamefor that. It’spossible tomakesome
mistake,wedon’tdeny this. It’snot the
sametohaveonemistake foryourcareer
as tohaveseveralmistakes repeated.”

Krisdevelopedthiscar,how
muchofCitroen’ssituation
ishisfault?
“Idon’t thinkwecanhave this inmind.The
performanceof thecar, let’shavea lookat
thesituation–everybodyagrees tosay the
car isperformingquitewell comparedwith
theothers.WhenyouhaveSebastienLoeb
in thecar inCorsicaandMexicohe isable
todoaverygoodtimestraightaway,so
if thecarwasreallybadyoucouldn’t
expect this. Idon’t thinkKrismadea
baddevelopmentwith thecar.”

ThisistheendofCitroenand
KrisMeeke?
“Yes, I thinkwecannot tell today–after
sayingyesterdaywewill stopwithhim–
wehave toberealistic. Itwas,asyoucan
imagine,adifficultdecisionand Iwill not
sayonedayafter thisdecision: ‘Wewill
seenext year…’No. Icannotsay this.”

Due to an excessively high number of  

crashes, some of  which were particularly 

heavy and could have had serious 

consequences with regard to the crew’s 

safety, and given that the risks involved 

were unjustified by the sporting stakes at 

play, Citroen Racing WRT has decided to 

terminate the participation of  Kris Meeke 

and Paul Nagle in the 2018 WRC.

The decision becomes effective from the 

2018 Rally Italia Sardegna and we will 

shortly be announcing the team’s line-up 

of  crews for the remainder of  the 2018 

season. The entries of  C3 WRCs for Craig 

Breen / Scott Martin and Mads Ostberg/

Torstein Eriksen still stand for Sardinia.

Pierre Budar: “This wasn’t an easy 

decision to make because it effects a 

driver and a co-driver, but it is largely 

founded on safety issues which come 

under my preoccupations as Team 

Principal. We have consequently chosen 

to make this decision as a 

preventive measure.”

PIERREBUDAR
DirectorofCitroenRacing

REACTIONTO MEEKE BEING SACKED

againstKris&Paul. Itwasalso
great to be his team-mate in 2011. 
Whatever result you collect, it 
is more valuable if Kris & Paul 
are your contenders, basically 
because they’re the definition of 
braveness & speed. All the best 
in the future, buddies.”

Lorenzo Bertelli
 via Twitter

“You will be missed for this 
@OfficialWRC season 
@krismeeke @paulnagle1. You 
didn’t deserve this treatment. I’m 
pretty sure you’ll be back in the 
future… Good luck guy”

Opens&Tightens 
“You WERE my heroes. You ARE 
my heroes. You WILL always BE 
my heroes (whatever happens in 

the future) Idon’tcarewhat they 
say, youbelong to theOlympus
of rallying.Period.”

@DrinkBeverage 
viaTwitter

“Theoutrageover the#KrisMeeke 
decisionat#CitroenRacing is
gettingabitoutofhand.Fansare 
acting likehe’sbeencutdown
inhisprimeandthat it’sakin to
firingMcRae,buthe’s38andhis 
crasheswere far too frequent for a 
top-linedriver inanunderfunded 
factory team”

@EightMike
viaTwitter

“DearKris, I’mFrench Idon’t
agreewith themoveofCitroen
Sport. Iwasat the lastcontrolof
the Sanremo where you won the 
ERC [IRC] Title. I know you are an 
excellent driver. Citroen is stupid. 
You are NOT the problem, the C3 
is the matter. All the best Kris”

John Lakey
“Kris can display blinding speed 
but it rarely comes without an off 
of some sort, even a minor one; 
which loses all the time that speed 
has gained him. When you are 
driving for a team that employed 
the super-consistent Loeb, 
patience will run out. It’s a shame 
because he seems like a top bloke 
and is certainly exciting to watch, 
but I was surprised when he came 
back from being benched.  
“He reminds me a bit of [Nigel] 
Mansell: he has the ability to 
snatch defeat from the jaws of 
victory and in a modern world that 
approach cannot be tolerated 
unless the driver wins 10 rallies 
and crashes in one. Not wins one 
and crashes in six or seven.”

Loeb: Meeke can’t win

Solberg: It’s bad timing

CITROEN COMMUNICATION 
IN FULL

Q&A

‘The majority say Ogier 
should get his points’
Interesting poll results, p16
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DAVID
EVANS
“That was a 
career-ending
press release”

O
n October 8 last year, Kris 
Meeke tweeted: “It’s not 
about how many times you 
get knocked down, it’s more 
about how many times you 
get back up.”

That day Meeke won Rally Spain. He’d got back up. 
Being dropped three rallies earlier was forgotten. And 
now, more than ever, Kris needs to heed those words 
of American Civil War hero George Custer.

Especially after the words from that communication. 
They were a bit special, weren’t they…

“That was a career-ending press release,” was the 
verdict of one of motorsport’s most senior figures. 
“I just don’t understand how they could write these 
things about Kris…”

Seeing the wrecked C3 WRC when it was delivered 
back in Porto would have made that process slightly 
easier. But still, that release was as shocking in its 
content as it was surprising in its delivery.

I struggle to see the justification for the words and 
would like to offer Citroen the benefit of the doubt that 
it perhaps reflected the corporate-level of the decision. 
But I’m still staggered at what appears to be a lack of 
consideration for the possible knock-on effect of this 
release should, heaven-forbid, there be another 
accident with more serious consequences. 

But do I struggle for the justification in dropping Kris?
I’ll be honest, I’ve given a disproportionate amount of 

my time to this subject and, certainly, I can’t subscribe 
entirely to this outpouring of anger towards Versailles. 

Working on these pages, I ventured back through my 
notebooks. Back through interviews with then Citroen 
team principal Yves Matton, interviews in Finland, 
Australia, Britain, in fact, from pretty much all four 
corners of the earth, where I’d sat down to that silent, 
stony stare from Matton after Kris had dropped it. 

Citroen gave Kris almost five years and 53 world 
rallies. And he returned five wins and 12 podiums. 
But, in the end, he gave Citroen nowhere to go. 

Nobody could ever doubt Meeke’s speed, it’s out of 
this world. And he’s brave to match. But history has 
shown him to be inconsistent and unreliable. I know 
only too well about the struggle he faced to bring 
Citroen around to his way of thinking while he was 
developing the 2017 C3 WRC – at times he looked 
like he was making that car into a winner in spite of 
the team rather than with them. 

But when it came to driving the car, he found it almost 
impossible to accept second best and all-too-often 
tried to overcome engineering deficiencies with a 
couple more miles per hour at the apex. And almost 
as often, the laws of physics hung Meeke out to dry.

There were, quite simply, too many mistakes. And 
Citroen, more pertinently, couldn’t afford any more 
bent metal. Or worse.

Meeke remains an extraordinary talent and Sardinia 
will be considerably the poorer without him and Paul 
Nagle. But Citroen has bills to pay and a management 
structure to answer to. Seeing pictures of a horribly 
twisted and broken C3 WRC spread throughout the 
media is never going to sit well with the board.

Pierre Budar’s reasoning for why the crash that 
broke the bond should never have happened is 
as compelling as it is impossible to ignore.

Now Kris, the time has come for you to again rise to 
Custer’s challenge. 
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Ogier was pinged

on Rally Mexico
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Hyundaihasconfirmedithas

noplanstorunafourthi20

CoupeWRConanyfurther

roundsof thisyear’sWorld

RallyChampionship.

Therehadbeenspeculation

that, followingDaniSordo’s

strongstart totheseason–

whichhasincludedtwo

podiumsandtwofourth

placesfromthelast fourrallies

–theSpaniardmightbeseenin

actionmoreoftenthisseason.

TeamprincipalMichel

NandansaidHyundaiwill

sticktoitsplanforSordo

andHaydenPaddonsharing

thethirdcarfromhereuntil

theendof theyear.

Nandansaid:“Wedidn’thave

thebudgettorunthefourth

carinPortugal,butwehad

tosplit thethirdcarandwe

wantedtodoitequally:we

didn’twantonedrivertodo

sevenralliesandonetodosix.”

Askedif theywouldconsider

repeatingthesplitprogramme

nextseason,Nandanreplied:

“Nowthecontractswithour

drivers isupattheendof the

ChrisIngramwillmissthis

weekend’sAcropolisRally,

forcingtheBritontorelinquish

hishopesof takingthe

overallEuropeanRally

Championshiptitlethisseason.

TheManchesterdriverwas

sidelinedbyillnessatthe

CanariesRallyearlierthis

monthandwhilehisrecovery

iswellunderway,he’snot

fit forGreece.“I’mgutted,”

Ingramsaid.“What’sworseis

thatthecar’sthereinGreece

andreadytogo.Myaimisthe

nextroundinCyprus,buta

morerealistictargetisthe

followingeventinRomeinJuly.

“MissingtheCanariesand

GreecemakestheERCtitle

prettyimpossible,sowefocus

everythingontheERCU28title,

Rome’sthenextroundof that.

Themainthingistomakesure

I’mfullyfitand,whileI’m

gettingthere, it’snotperfect

yet.I’vegottosayaverybig

thankyoutoTokSport,the

team–theyhavebeenfantastic

TheDakarcouldbeonits

waybacktoAfricaafterthe

organisersof themarathon

eventstruggledtofindhost

countriesinSouthAmerica

fornextseason.

Chilehadbeenexpectedto

hosttheDakaragainin

January,butwithdrewits

supporttosaveitsfunding

forapotentialWorldRally

Championshipevent,which

meansDakarrunswithinone

country–Peru–forthefirst

timeinits40-yearhistory.

RallydirectorEtienne

Lavignehasopened

negotiationswithAfrican

countriestofacilitatethe

event’sreturntothecontinent

forthefirsttimesincethe2008

eventwascancelleddueto

terroristthreatsinMauritania.

Lavignesaid:“It isanecessity

forustothinkaboutother

locations,becausewecannot

keepsufferingoverdecisions

thatwecannotcontrol.Dakar

isthelargestrallyintheworld.

Weneedtoplanafuture.

“Wehavestartedwork

forseveralmonthstobuild

contactsinothercountries

suchasAlgeria,Angola

andNamibia.

“Wehavemadeseveraltrips

toAlgeriatomeetwiththe

politicalleadersandweknow

thatthereisawillingnesstoput

togetheraneventof thiskind.”

Hyundai to remain
at three i20 racers Brit Ingram out of

Greece with illness
Dakar Rally open to amove back to Africa

RALLY NEWS

FANSBEHINDOGIER’S
CAUSE OVER PENALTY

ByDavidEvans

Asocialmediapoll followingMotorsport
News’ in-depthanalysisofSebastienOgier’s
RallyMexicopenaltyhasrevealed67per
centofpeoplevotingfelt theFrenchman
shouldhavebeengivenhis fourpowerstage
pointsback.

Ogierwasgivena10-secondpenaltyafterhehit

thechicaneinthefinalstageof March’sLeon-based

event.Itdroppedhimfromsecondinthestage

classificationtoseventh,denyinghimfourpoints.

MN’sinvestigationrevealed otherdriverswhohad

hitthesamechicaneandwereunpunished.

ATwitterpollon@RallyingUKlastweekasked

thequestion: ‘DoyouthinktheFIAdecisionto

stripSebastienOgierof hispowerstagepointson

RallyMexicowaswrong?’

Of 687votes,67percentsaiditwasthewrong

decision,26percentsaiditwastherightdecision

andsevenpercentsaidtheydidn’tknow.

MNunderstandstheFIAisworkingonarapid

rulechangefortheuseof chicanes.Onesource

said:“Idon’tthinkwewillhaveanythingfor[the

nextroundinSardinia],butIdon’tthinkwewill

needitthere.Butforthenextrallies,thereshould

besomethingcoming.It’spossibletoplaceajudge

of factatthechicanesandtheycandecide, if the

carhitsthechicaneit’safive-secondpenaltyor

something.Weneedtherulechangeandit’s

coming–butdon’tforgetallof thiswasquitesoon.

Theappealdecisionwasmadejustdaysbefore

Rallyof Portugalandtheneverybodywastalking

aboutthisproblemwhenwecametoPorto.”

FIArallydirectorYvesMattondeclinedto

commentonthespecificsof thepoll,butonthe

potentialforrulechangeadded:“Anythingwhich

couldaffectthechampionshipisalwaysstudiedby

theRallyDepartmentandtheWRCCommission,

if necessary.Anydecisionstakenwillbewithin

theframeworkof theFIA’sregulatorypower

andintheinterestsof allthestakeholders.”

The Dakar Rally could swap back to original continent

says

HOW THIERRY NEUVILLE VAULTED TO THE TOP IN PORTUGAL PAGE 20

RALLY NEWS

OGIERPENALTYDECISIONCOULD
SETTROUBLESOMEPRECEDENT

ByDavidEvans

Aquickrecap

Makingthechicanes

What’sgoodforonestage

Deviationfromroute

Notallbarriersareequal

Outrage as Frenchman
was the only one hit
with post-stage censure

Reaction

Ogier calm desp te not
eading the points table

Hyundai angered as r val team asks officials to look at Sordo tyre contact

Cons stency s needed
to clean up the WRC

NEWS SPECIAL

WRCTITLE CHASE

year, it’searly,butsofarwe

don’tknowwhatwewilldo.”

Paddontakesthethird

Hyundai forthenexttwo

rallies inSardiniaandFinland

beforehandingitbackto

SordoforGermany.

Nandanadded:“It’s trueto

saytheyarefightingfortheir

seat,sofartheyaredoingthe

jobweexpectedthemto–Dani

hasdoneaverygoodjob,but

Haydenhasnotbeeninthe

carmuchyet.ButArgentina

rallywasthebestDanididfor

alongtime,hewasalways

there,alwayspushingand

alwaysmotivated.”

looking after me and getting 

the car sorted.”

Landing the ERC U28 title 

would offer Ingram a 2019 

World Rally Championship 

outing in a World Rally Car.

“I really want to fight for the 

ERC title next year, it would be 

fantastic to win that,” Ingram 

said. “Then I have to be 

aiming for the WRC2 – it’s vital 

to get there.”  

ERC leader Alexey Lukyanuk 

starts the Acropolis chasing a 

hat-trick of  2018 wins and few 

look capable of  stopping the 

Russian’s Ford Fiesta R5. 

Sordo has started well in 2018

MN highlighted the issu  l t )

Ingram will miss out again
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Fans say that Frenchman should
get his powerstage points back



The2016PrestoneMotorsport

NewsJuniorBritishRally

championRobDugganwill

makehisR5debutonnext

month’sDonegalInternational

Rally,asheisreunitedwithhis

championship-winning

co-driverGerConway.

ThedealtodrivetheFord

FiestaR5cametogetherafter

theKillarneydriver’sclass

winningperformanceonth

recentRallyof theLakesin

Killarney,wherehesetath

fastesttimeoverallagainst

R5andWRCcars, inhis

modifiedFordEscortMk2,on

thefamousMollsGapstage.

“AfterKillarneywehadsuch

agoodrunthere,afewsponsors

cameforward,”saidDuggan.

“Theywerewillingtosupport

thewholething.

“Wegotanentryin,andit

allstartedcomingtogether

prettyquickly.

“W did ’tk h th t

wantedtogoinanEscortreally,

Icouldn’tgetthecarIusedfor

theLakes.”

Dugganishopingtobeonthe

pacebytheendof theweekend,

havingneverdrivenafour-

wheel-drivecarincompetition.

“I’veneverevensatinone,”

headded.“We’llgetaquick

test,butwhateverwedo

b blywon’tbeenough.

of peoplewillbe

ngustobewiththetop

tIdon’tthinkso.

nFridaywe’llgetsettled

andset-up,Saturday

e’llstartbuildingthe

aceandSundayI’dbe

hopingtotryandbangina

decenttop-threetimeintheR5s,

that’smyaimfortheweekend.

“ButtheguysinIreland

aren’tsittingaround,they’re

fastandthey’vedone30or40

ralliesinanR5car.”

The2017JBRCchampion

CallumDevinewill join

Dugganinmakinghisasphalt

debutinhisFiestaR5,ashe

lookstodefendhisstrong

recordontheeventhavingwon

theR2classonmultipletimes.

Exactly151carsaresettostart

theeventonJune15-17, inwhat

isthemostanticipatedeventin

Irishrallying.

‘Moffett on a charge
for Irish National title’
Cavan Stages Rally report, p19
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Kelly won’t switch to Fiesta for Donegal

Lawrie gets John Horton Award final entry

VauxhallCorsadriverAngus

Lawrieisthelatesttoreceivea

nominationfortheScottishRally

Championship’sJohnHorton

Awardendof seasonshootout.

Lawriewonthenomination

afterhisperformanceonthe

RSACScottishRallyearlierthis

monthwhenhewonClass3and

tookfourthoverall inthetwo-

wheel-driveevent,beingthefirst

front-wheel-drivefinisher.

“Obviouslywealwaysgoout

giving110percentandlookingto

win,butIcanhonestlysaythis

exceededourexpectations,”

Lawriesaid.

“Itwasalast-minutedecisionto

contesttheevent.AsIwas

workingawayIonlyhadone

weekendtopreparethecar, it’s

veryhardhavingapassionfor

competingandworking.”

Theeventwasthefirstin

Scotlandtoruntwo-wheeldrives

firstontheroadsincearule

changerecentlycameintoeffect.

“Thedaywasextremely

enjoyable,I’vealwaysbeenan

advocatefortwo-wheel-drive

carsrunningfirstontheroad,”

Lawrieadded.“Thiswasoneof

thereasonsPaul[Gribben,

co-driver]andIdecidedtodoit.

“Tobethisquickimmediatelyis

encouraging,soI’mhopingif we

findanotherfreeweekendwecan

beoutonmoreroundsbesidesthe

GallowayHills–mylocalevent.”

TheJohnHortonAward–

dedicatedtotheex-RallyGB

mediaofficerandamanwho

helpedmanycareersbeforehis

deathin2016–givesthewinner

tuitionwith1999BritishRally

championTapioLaukkanen.

DonaghKellywill switch

back tohisFordFocus for the

Donegal InternationalRally,

despitemoving toaMelvyn

Evans-preparedFordFiesta

RSWRCon lastweekend’s

CavanStages.

DonegaldriverKelly

hasn’t completeda full

seasonof rallyingsince

his 2015 title triumph inhis

Nationaland IrishTarmac

Championshipseasons.

Theonlymajorevent that

escapeshimishishome

international,whichhisusual

FordFocus isbeingrebuilt for.

“I’mnotusing theFiesta for

Donegal,” saidKelly. “I’m just

using it forCavan.Theengine

for theFocus isupat

M-Sport, ready.”

Whenasked if using the

Fiestawaspartof a long-term

goal to switch to thecar,he

added: “We’ll see,wehave

plans inplace for the future

but Iwon’tbe tellingyounow.”

Alsopresent inCavanwas

DarrenGass– the2012

Tarmacrallychampion,who

last competed in2015.

He’son theentry list fora

firstDonegal International

since2014,whichwill behis

fourthstart on theevent.

Gass took thirdonhis return

aboardhisSubaru Impreza

S14WRC,whileKelly’sFiesta

debutyielded fifth inCavan.

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

THE STRAIGHT-TALKING SCOT

O
verheardatasinglevenue
rallybetweentwo
competitors:
“Youwerecheating,”says
Driver1.
“Howso?”saysDriver2.

“Youweresettingupthestagesyesterday,”
saidDriver1.
“That’s right, and if youvolunteer tohelpnext

year, you’ll bewelcome,”camethe response.
Driver2 then turned tomeandsaid,perhaps that

shouldbewritten into future rally regulations–any
competitorswhowant tohelpwithset-upat rallies
shouldbewelcomed.
Whatamarvellous idea,onanumberofcounts.
Thepracticeofwould-becompetitorshelping to

set-upSpecialStageshasbeen frownedupon for
years,butata timewhenamateurcarclubsare
struggling toattractenoughmembersand friends
tohelp them,anyoffersofadditionaloutsidehelp
shouldbewelcome.
Withparticular reference tosingle-venuerally

organisers,gettingvolunteers to take timeoff
work topreparea remotevenue is increasingly
difficult. It’snot just timeandmanpower, thereare
equipment requirements too.
Suppliesof tyrebarriers, fencing,strawbales,

cones,stakesandarrowshave tobe transported
toand fromeachvenue.This isahuge logistical
exercise, requiringsuitable transport.
Onthatbasis,anyclubmemberwhohasaccess

to tractors, tele-handlers, trailers, trucks,pickups
andvansmaybeprevaileduponto render
assistance. In fact,manydriversandco-drivers
whoparticipate in thesporthaveaccess tosuch
vehicles throughtheirownbusiness,garage,plant
hireoragriculturalenterprise.
If theyhave the time,equipmentandwillingness

tohelp,whyshould theybedenied thechance to
enter theirownclub’sevent?
For instance, theeastofScotland-based

DunfermlineCarClubruns theMach1Stages
eachyearatMachrihanish in the farwest.There is
ahardcoregroupofofficialswhotakeaweekoff
theirwork to travel the180milesorso toprepare
thesiteand importall thestage furnitureand
materials, setupandmanthestages, then
remove itall againafterwards.That isonehellof
acommitment.
Similarly, theAberdeen&DMCteam,whichwas

inaction lastweekendwasgrateful for thesupport
ofacoupleofclubstalwartswho,at theirown
cost,broughtalonga tractorwith low-loader
traileranda tele-handler tohelp transport the
hundredsof itemsofequipmentandhelpset it up.
Furthermore,asmall teamspent theentire
previousweekendat thesiteandwasbackagain
on theThursdaybefore the rally.
Anyonewhodoubts thesheereffort, logistics,

timeandcostsofsuchoperations iswelcometo
comealongandhelp,and thatshouldsurely
includecompetitors.
Trundlinga tele-handleraroundanairfield

clutchingaone-tonnebalehardlyconstitutes
recceing, letalonepractice.

Conway (l) and

Duggan (r) won JBRC

DUGGAN IS DONEGAL BOUND
WITH FIESTA R5 SWITCH

“Drivers should
help set the
stages up”

Castle Douglas driver Lawrie was impressive on RSAC rally

Kelly hired a Melvyn Evans Motorsport Fiesta for Cavan

N

Devine: R5 on asphalt
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MSA Asphalt Rally Championship 

leader Jason Pritchard is set to return 

to the Ford Fiesta S2000 he used on the 

Tour of  Epynt for Rally van Wervik, 

the next round of the series.

The Builth Wells driver admits he 

would love to have more use of  the 

Ford Focus WRC05 with which he has 

taken all four of  his Manx National 

Rally victories, including his latest, 

the previous MSA Asphalt series 

round earlier this month. 

If  the car is not sold, he will consider 

it on an event-by-event basis for the 

remainder of  the championship.

“It’s not about who is leading the 

championship now, it’s who’s leading

at the end that matters, and it’s a long,

tough year ahead, but we’ll do what 

we can,” said three-time British 

Historic Rally champion Pritchard.

“I’d like to use the Focus more if  

I can, it’s a great car to drive, we’re 

both smiling at the end of  the stages!”

He is also likely to contest 

September’s Rally Isle of  Man in 

the S2000 and is already eyeing up 

next May and Kenny McKinstry’s 

record of  five Manx National wins.

“Kenny’s [McKinstry] five wins 

has to be next target. We’ll be here 

next year for sure!” 

After a break of 11 years, the 

Jim Walsh Cork Forestry Rally 

will return to a two-day format 

for the July 28/29 event.

The event will also be a 

double-counting round of 

the Irish Forest Rally 

Championship, and moves to 

a new base at Hibernian 

Hotel in Mallow. 

The event will feature 120 

kilometres (74.56 miles) of 

stages across the two days, 

with stages on Saturday 

running north-east of 

Mallow and south-west 

of Mallow on Sunday. 

Paul Casey, the clerk of the 

course and chairman of the 

organising club, said: “I’ve 

been involved with the club 

for over 20 years and my first 

involvement with the club was 

part of organising the two-day 

Cork Forest rallies that ran 

from 2003 to 2007. 

“The last one in 2007, we 

started in the region of 110 

cars that year. But then came 

the economic downturn 

in 2008, and the motor club 

took the decision to run one 

long rally instead. 

“I’d wanted to bring it 

back for a while but now 

the time is right.

“The support from the 

championship’s people has 

been incredible and hopefully 

it will work for us.” 

King of the Hill
Paul Bird flew on his Rally
Barbados return, taking second
on the King of the Hill event last
weekend. The event is a sprint
up the Vaucluse Raceway stage,
and was topped by last year’s
winner Jeremy Panton. Rob
Swann made it three Englishmen
on the podium in his Subaru
Impreza WRC, while Kevin
Procter (fifth) and Tom Preston
(seventh) starred. A total of 90
crews started the event. The
Rally Barbados proper begins on
Friday with Bird, Swann and
Panton among the favourites.

Cronin to Munster
Keith Cronin is set to start this

weekend’s Circuit of Munster Rally as

car number one. The reigning British

champion is set to head to Rally van

Wervik the weekend after in a bid to

prepare on asphalt in the new car.

His brother, Daniel, has also been

impressing in Ireland with a Fiesta

and starts as car number two, the first

time the pair have fought in similar

machinery. The Rathkeale event in

County Limerick kicks off at 1000hrs

on Sunday, June 3.

Naughton update
Tom Naughton is unlikely to
complete a full BTRDA campaign
after a crash on the Plains Rally
recently. He was extricated from
his car unconscious and suffered 
broken ribs. Co-driver Will 
Rogers was just sore and both 
are understood to be recovering.

Turner’s talk
A recent talk by ex-Ford rally chief 

and  competitor Stuart Turner helped 

raise £700 for Race for Dementia. 

The event, organised by the Herts 

and North London region of the Mini 

Cooper Register, was held at the 

United Reformed Church in Potters 

Bar in Hertfordshire.

Two drivers used the Granite 

Stages at Leuchars Rally 

for pre-Ypres Rally Tarmac 

testing in preparation for the 

next round of the British Rally 

Championship next month.

Lawrence Whyte also used 

the event to try out a new 

co-driver, Paul Beaton, in 

his bid to establish a long-term 

relationship as he seeks to 

gainexperienceinrallying.

“Ihaven’tdoneanyTarmac

sincemykartingdays,”

saidtheformerquadracing

champion.“Ididn’treallylike

that as I wanted to go sideways 

all the time – and that’s not 

the quickest line!

“We learned a lot today 

about tyres and settings, 

but on that last run we set 

the suspension too low.  

“The car bounced over the 

sleeping policeman bumps, I 

got two wheels on the gravel 

and the tail stepped out and 

hitaconcretepost.”

Suchanincidentwould

notnormallybeaproblem

buttherewaslittleroomfor

manoeuvreinthatstretch.

Whyte added: “Paul and 

I got on well so I’m looking 

forward to Ypres.”

Also having his first taste of  

Tarmac for some time, Finlay 

Retson, had a rather more 

successful outing with his 

Ford Fiesta R2, during which 

he learnt much about tyres.

“Actually, this is the first 

Tarmac rallying I’ve done 

sincemyJunior1000campaign

twoyearsago,”hesaid.“We’re

heretotrytyresandsettings.”

Hecameawaywithfirstin

classandsixthplaceoverall.

Pritchard back to S2000 in MSA Asphalt bid

Return to two days 
for Jim Walsh Rally 

Fiesta men Whyte and Retson get Tarmac warm-up run

RALLY NEWS

RALLY WERVIK
ENTRIES FOR BRITS

ByJackBenyon

Both of CA1 Sport’s leading British 
Rally Championship Skoda Fabia R5 
drivers David Bogie and Rhys Yates 
will compete on Rally van Wervik this 
year as a preparation for Rally Ypres.

The squad conducted a two-day test 

last year instead of  doing Wervik, but 

have decided to use the June 8/9 event 

to acclimatise to Belgian asphalt before 

Ypres on June 21-23.

“I think it’s important we do Wervik 

and continue to learn about Belgium,” 

said Bogie, who crashed out two s

tages into last year’s Ypres Rally.  

We have a test before Ypres as well, so 

we’re giving ourselves every chance 

to be competitive this year. 

“One of  our regrets last year was not 

going to Wervik, a couple of  guys went 

over and sang the rally’s praises and 

said that the stages were very 

representative. It’s a no-brainer really 

and we’re looking forward to it.”

Wervik is also a round of the MSA 

Asphalt Rally Championship this 

year, boosting the British contingent 

on next month’s event.

CA1 Sport team boss Martin Wilkinson 

believes it was a mistake to miss 

Wervik last year, and that it should 

mean his drivers will be fighting for 

BRC honours come Ypres.

“We did a two-day test last year, but 

I think we would have benefited more 

from doing Wervik,” he said. “We’ll 

still do a stand-alone test. 

“It’s unique in Belgium, the set-up of  

the cars is different there to anywhere 

else. It’s a completely different set-up. 

“The way you drive on those roads is 

also different to how you would drive on 

normal Tarmac roads, with the surface 

and the cuts.”

Yates added: “It’s a good chance to 

get used to Belgium Tarmac again as 

it’s a bit different over there. 

“Ypres was a brilliant event last year 

with all the people in the square, it’s got a 

brilliant atmosphere. This should be a 

good event to settle in before Ypres.”

Also on the Wervik entry list among 

BRC runners is Fabia driver Marty 

McCormack and reigning champion 

Keith Cronin.

Prestone Motorsport News Junior 

BRC driver Marty Gallagher and 

Cadet Class driver Johnnie Mulholland 

have entered the event too.

Multiple historic champion Pritchard updates to newer Fiesta

Whyte is competing 

in BRC with Fiesta

Bogie (l) and Yates 

(r) to Rally Wervik
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Bogie and Yates head for Ypres preparation in Belgium 
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RedDragonITStagesRally
By Ian Harden

Organiser: EMCOS When: May 26 Where: Down Ampney 
airfield, Wiltshire. Championships: WAMC Clubmans Mixed 
Surface; Gwynnespeed Rally Challenge 2018; FMP Rally 
Challenge Starters: 68 Stages: 10

A last-minute entry proved fruitful 

for Arron Newby and co-driver 

Sam Bailey, as the Subaru Impreza 

pairing dominated the rally from 

start to finish, taking a clean sweep 

of  fastest stage times to take a clear 

win by 4m44s. 

Second-placed Spencer Chard/

Derrick Walters (Impreza) fought 

a close battle all day with Andrew 

Graham/Peter Brennan 

(Mitsubishi Lancer E6) coming out 

on top by two seconds at the finish.

Newby stamped his authority on 

the event immediately, taking a 28s 

lead on SS1 and pulling ever 

further away from then on. 

Behind, Graham and Chard went 

neck and neck, swapping stage 

times and places. They were 

challengedformostof thedayby

Ross Daniels/DennisSuttenwood

(Impreza) but whenDaniels

retired on SS7 with mechanical

woes it was left to eventualfourth-

placed Ian Ross/DanielPetrie

(Impreza) to take upthechase.

They consolidatedtheirplace

with a consistent seriesof top-five

times. Harry Gardner/Elliot

Graham (Ford EscortMk2)

mounted a late charge,going

second fastest on SS8tosnatch

fifth from Andy Corner/Ade

Camp (Peugeot 205L).

Results
1 Arron Newby/Sam Bailey (Subaru Impreza) 1h27m22s;
2 Spencer Chard/Derrick Walters (Impreza) +4m44s;
3 Andrew Graham/Peter Brennan (Mitsubishi Lancer E6);
4 Ian Ross/Daniel Petrie (Impreza); 5 Harry Gardner/Elliot
Graham (Ford Escort Mk2); 6 Andy Corner/Ade Camp
(Peugeot 205L); 7 Glyn Cartwright/Adam Wilks (Escort
Mk2); 8 Stuart Newby/Aaron Parker (Impreza); 9 Wayne
Lloyd/Will Lloyd (Escort Mk2); 10 Tim Green/Amelia Green
(Impreza). 
Class winners: Barry Pavey/Alan Spencer (Ford Escort
Mk1), John Petrie/Lucy Owen (Peugeot 106 GTi), Corner/
Camp, Gardner/Graham, Chard/Walters.

Josh Moffett destroyed

opposition in Cavan

MASTERFULMOFFETTWINS
IN A STRONG CAVAN FIELD

Photo:MartinWalsh,MarkChappell –GasmarkMedia

Late Newby entry was worthwhile

Cavan Stages Rally
By Martin Walsh 

Organiser: Cavan MC When: May 27 Where: Cavan, County Cavan 
Championships: Irish National Rally Championship; Sligo Pallets Border 
Rally Championship Stages: 9 Starters: 112

Josh Moffett and co-driver Keith 
Moriarty became the third different 
winners in as many rounds of the 
Triton Showers National Rally 
Championship when they netted 
a start-to-finish victory on the 
Cavan Rally, aboard their Ford 
Fiesta RS WRC.

With a controlled drive they finished 

34.6 seconds ahead of  the Fiesta RS WRC 

of Donegal’s Declan Boyle and co-driver 

James O’Reilly. Armagh’s Darren Gass 

(Subaru WRC) and Enda Sherry were 

46.4 seconds further behind in third.

Moffett got off  to a perfect start and 

eked out a 5.6-second advantage over 

Boyle on Lough Gowna, where Roy 

White was another 5.4 seconds behind 

in third.  Garry Jennings (Subaru) 

occupied fourth, 11.4 seconds further 

adrift, followed by the Mini WRC of  

Joe McGonigle and multiple national 

champion Peadar Hurson (FiestaWRC).

Unfortunately, times for thesecond

stage were canned as the clocksweren’t

synchronised. Undeterredbyasmall

spin, Moffett punched in thefastesttime

on the third stage to move 8.8seconds

ahead of  Boyle, who admittedhehad

already settled for second andwasn’t

prepared to risk damagingthecarso

close to the Donegal showdown.

White also spun on SS3 andwas10.6

seconds further behind whileJennings

opined that the tight natureof thestages

didn’t suit his Subaru ImprezaS12BWRC.

With no read out availableinthecockpit

of his Fiesta WRC, Hursonwasfarfrom

content, within two stages abrokenrear

differential ended his participation.

Interestingly, Donagh Kelly(ninth)

took time to adjust to his hiredFord

Fiesta RS WRC. 

On SS4 Boyle trimmed a secondoff the

deficit but that was as closeasitgot,

indeed, he slipped to third withafront-

right puncture on SS6 whereWhitehad

the best time to move into second–24.1

seconds behind Moffett, who

subsequently eased off  on thefinalloop

toclaimthespoils.White’sbidfor

secondplacewasundonebyaleft-rear

punctureonSS7.Hedroppedto18th

beforefinishingupin12th.

Boylenettedanextrapointfromthe

powerstagetoclaim19IrishNational

points–justonelessthanrally

winnerMoffett.

AnuntroubledGass,whowasona

Donegalshakedown,broughtthe

McKinstry-hiredSubaruhomeinthird

placefollowedbyMcGonigle,whowasoff

theroadforover20secondsonSS5.Kelly

andJenningscompletedthetopsix.

Two-wheel-drivewinnerStuartDarcy

fendedoff thechallengeof localheroGary

Kiernan(FordEscortMk2),whosuffered

apunctureduringthemiddleloop.

RyanLoughran(Escort)overcame

transmissionglitchestofinishninthand

KevinBarrettnetted10thjustbefore

hisSubaruranoutof fuelatthe

finishingenclosure.

OnhisdebutinaMitsubishiLancerE10

andsamplingleft-handdriveforthefirst

time,Down’sCathanMcCourtwon

GroupNafterearlyleaderAidanWray

(Mitsubishi)retiredwithadamaged

exhaust.Hissubsequentincumbent,

WillieFannin(Subaru),wasafinal

stageretirement.

IntheJuniorcategory,Armagh’sJason

Black(ToyotaStarlet)wasastrongforce

yetagaintoclaimaclear-cutvictory.

Theopeningloopaccountedforthe

retirementsof PaddyMcVeigh(Subaru)

andtheFordEscortquartetof Chris

Armstrong,BrianBrogan,MarkAlcorn

andTommyDoyle.

Results
1 Josh Moffett/Keith Moriarty (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) 55m22.5s; 2
Declan Boyle/James O’Reilly (Fiesta RS WRC) +34.6s; 3 Darren
Gass/Enda Sherry (Subaru Impreza WRC); 4 Joe McGonigle/Ciaran
Geaney (Mini John Cooper Works WRC); 5 Donagh Kelly/Conor Foley
(Fiesta RS WRC); 6 Garry Jennings/Rory Kennedy (Impreza S12B
WRC); 7 Stuart Darcy/William Lynch (Darrian T90); 8 Gary Kiernan/
Ryan Moore (Ford Escort Mk2); 9 Ryan Loughran/Gareth Doherty
(Escort Mk2); 10 Kevin Barrett/Anthony Nestor (Impreza WRC).
Class winners: Stephen Reynolds/Derek McCarthy (Honda Civic);
William Creighton/Liam Regan (Peugeot 208 R2); Michael
McGarrity/Damian Garvey (Citroen DS 3 R3); Cathan McCourt/Grace
O’Brien (Mitsubishi Lancer E10); Paul Rowley/Brian Doherty (Fiesta);
Kelly/Foley; Damian O’Reilly/Thomas Wedlock (Escort); Adrian Foley/
Anthony McDonald (Opel Corsa); Lee McLaughlin/Christy McLaughlin
(Civic); Seamus Connolly/Gary McCrudden (Toyota Corolla); Brian
Armstrong/Aodhain Gallagher (Escort); Damian Campbell/Declan
McGarrity (Escort); Darcy/Lynch; Martin Tynan/Declan Tynan
(Lancer); McGonigle/ Geaney; Malcolm Pedlow/Billy Regan (BMW
2002); Jason Black/Jack McKenna (Toyota Starlet).

Repeating their success

of 12months ago,Dorian

Evans/ArfonGriffiths took

their second successive

win on theClassic Tracks

Targa Rally.

Thepair led from the

fourth test and finished

with a victorymargin of

over aminute; they took

eight fastest times from the

rally’s 19 farm track tests.

Mechanical problems

causeddelays forCeryth

Jones/RichardWilliams

on the opening part of the

event, but they recovered

to take secondplace at the

finish. JohnDavies/Eurig

Davies, using a borrowed

ProtonSatria, finished third.

CadogDavies/Michael

Jones hadbeen as high

as secondplace before

a bent bottomarm forced

them to cut to the Finish.

Jamie Jukes/DaleBowen

kept their 1400ccMGZR

well within the top10, until

problems in Test 15

cost them twominutes

anddropped them to

11th place at the finish.

A far higher proportion

of the field than is usual

for this event – 53of the

75 starters –made it to

the Finish.

Ian Mills

Results
Classic Tracks Targa Rally
Organiser: Llandysul & District Motor
Club When: May 27 Where: West
Wales Route: 19 tests Starters: 75
1 Dorian Evans/Arfon Griffiths (Ford
Escort Mk2) 6m43s; 2 Ceryth Jones/
Richard Williams (Escort) +1m02s; 3
John Davies/Eurig Davies (Proton
Satria); 4 Chris Hand/Alan James (Ford
Puma); 5 James Martin/Gerwyn James
(Vauxhall Astra); 6 Steve Knibbs/
Gerwyn Barry (Satria); 7 James
Davies/Marc Mayes (Proton Compact);
8 Breeze Smorthit/Tjay Lewis (Ford
Sierra); 9 Tim Evans/Dafydd Evans
(Peugeot 206); 10 Gavin Rogers/Carrie
Rogers (Escort).
Class winners: Daniel Morris/Elin
Lewis (Puma); Daniel Owens/Talis
Owens (Nissan Micra); Gethin Dafis/
Ceri Davies (Subaru Impreza).

‘S17 TEG’ is a regular rally winner across the country with Newby

Kirkaldy wins at rare 
Leuchars event
Granite Stages at 
Leuchars Rally
By John Fife

Organiser: Aberdeen & DMC When: May 26 
Where: Leuchars Station, Fife Championships: Scottish 
Tarmack Championship, Junior 1000 Ecosse Challenge 
Stages: 10/11 Starters: 50/13

Alan Kirkaldy and Eoghan 

Anderson won an action-packed 

Granite Stages at Leuchars Rally 

last Saturday in their Ford Escort 

Mk2. Although the duo were never 

seriously challenged, they were 

never able to relax either.

Gordon Morrison was holding 

second place until his Subaru’s 

exhaust manifold broke, and 

Alistair Inglis was lying third when 

the gearbox failed in his Lotus Exige.

That moved Ian Forgan up into 

second place first time out with a 

newly built clubman-spec Subaru 

Impreza and Ian Paterson into 

third in another Subaru. Both John 

Rintoul and Tom Morris failed to 

finish with steering problems and 

Lawrence Whyte whacked a lamp 

post with his Fiesta R5.

Alan Gardiner finished fourth 

overall in his Escort Mk1 holding 

off  the attentions of  the Mk2 of  

Colin Gemmell. However, the 

‘battle of  the day’ featured an epic 

scrap between the Fiesta R2 of  

Finlay Retson – seeking some 

‘Tarmac’ running ahead of  the next 

British Rally Championship round 

in Belgium – and the Citroen C2 of  

Michael Harbour. They finished 

sixth and seventh respectively. 

In the Junior event run 

simultaneously at the huge MoD 

facility, Johnnie Mackay was 

having a serious tussle with 

Andrew Blackwood until the 

leader’s Citroen broke its gearbox. 

That allowed Mackay to seize the 

lead in his Suzuki Alto, and stave 

off  the efforts of  equally well-

matched Lewis Haining and 

Oliver Hunter.

Results
1 Alan Kirkaldy/Eoghan Anderson (Ford Escort Mk2) 
65m53s; 2 Ian Forgan/Sarah Forgan (Subaru Impreza) 
+1m09s; 3 Ian Paterson/Alan Paterson (Subaru Impreza); 
4 Alan Gardiner/Dave Robson (Ford Escort Mk1); 5 Colin 
Gemmell/Derek Keir (Ford Escort Mk2); 6 Finlay Retson/
Harry Chalmers (Ford Fiesta R2); 7 Michael Harbour/Ian 
MacDougall (Citroen C2 R2 Max); 8 Ross McCallum/James 
Ralph (MG Maestro); 9 Alan Wallace/Darren Robertson 
(Mitsubishi Lanc er E6); 10 Jimmy Christie/David 
MacFadyen (Mitsubishi Lancer E9). Class Winners: 
Martyn Douglas/Brian Pringle (VW Polo), Retson/Chalmers, 
McCallum/Ralph, Kirkaldy/Anderson, Forgan/Forgan 
Johnnie Mackay/Gordon Reid (Suzuki Alto). 

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP
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Champion was in the wall, and then on the top of the podium. By Hal Ridge

KRISTOFFERSSON
GETS BACK TO THE FRONT

N
ever take out 
your team-mate; 
an age-old 
mantra for 
any multi-car 
motorsport 
outfit. A driver’s 

team-mate is the first target to 
beat,butmaking contact with said 
target,or even worse still – taking 
themout of  the running – is totally 
outof the question.

Forthethird time in the World 

Rallycross Championship’s first four 

roundsthis season, two high-profile 

team-mates came together in the final 

stagesof an event as Silverstone made 

itsdebutappearance in the series.

Thistime, the crash was a scenario 

thathadhuge implications to the 

outcomeof the final, which was won 

bypointsleader Johan Kristoffersson.

Thereigning champion’s PSRX 

Volkswagen Sweden team-mate Petter 

Solberghad topped the order on day 

one, setting the fastest time in Q1 

12months to the weekend since his 

most recent World RX win, at Lydden 

Hill. Until the Silverstone round, 

Kristoffersson hadn’t set a single fastest 

qualifying time in 2018. He rectified that 

statistic by being fastest in Q3 and Q4 on 

Sunday morning to climb to the top of  

the Intermediate Classification, 

assisted in part by Mattias Ekstrom and 

Solberg being stuck behind the ailing 

Peugeot 208 of  Timmy Hansen for more 

than two laps in Q4, dropping the pair of  

former World RX champions down the 

Intermediate rankings.

Last season, as PSRX dominated 

much of the campaign, the preferable 

starting position for its drivers would 

befor each to start on pole position in 

the two semi-finals, meaning they only 

met head-to-head in the final. But at 

Silverstone, with Solberg qualifying 

third, he joined Kristoffersson on the 

front row for semi-final one.

As the lights changed and the pack 

rushed to the first corner, Solberg’s 

Polo pulled ahead of  Kristoffersson’s, 

but wasn’t a full car length clear, for a 

second event in succession the pair 

made contact.

The Volkswagen drivers had come 

together in the run to the first corner of  

the final in Belgium a fortnight earlier 

but, while Kristoffersson survived a 

two-wheeled moment at Mettet, this 

time around the front-left wheel of  

the Swede’s car made contact with the 

right-rear of  Solberg’s, sending his 

Polo into the air and off  the circuit.

As Kristoffersson heavily impacted 

the tyre wall on the inside of  Turn 1, 

the track furniture got pushed across 

the circuit and, despite Tommy 

Rustad’s valiant attempt at forcing a 

way through the displaced tyre barrier, 

the race was red flagged.

Mechanics were allowed onto the grid 

to repair the cars for three minutes 

before the restart took place, in which 

time Solberg had a right-rear puncture 

changed. But, the triple FIA World 

champion then lost ground on the 

opening lap of  the restarted race and 

dropped to fourth, before then retiring 

on lap two with mechanical problems.

Meanwhile, Kristoffersson led 

throughout to net pole position for 

the final, despite yet more drama 

when his Polo stopped after the finish 

line of  the semi-final and had to be 

recovered to the paddock.

But, taking the lead from pole in 

the final, Kristoffersson fended off  

early pressure from EKS Audi team-

mates Andreas Bakkerud and 

Ekstrom in the opening laps before 

pulling an advantage to score his 

third win of  the year.

Bakkerud had passed Ekstrom 

around the outside in Turns 1 and 2

to take second, the pair avoiding 

tripping over each other, unlike 

during the first corner of  their semi-

final at round two in Portugal.

Having dropped to third at 

Silverstone, Ekstrom then also lost

out to a hard-charging Sebastien 

Loeb when the Frenchman dived up 

the inside of  the Swede into the first 

corner on lap five, after the 2016 

champion had taken his joker. 

Loeb had taken his joker a lap 

earlier, having dropped as low as 

sixth before the first corner when 

he failed to get his 208 cleanly away 

from second on the grid.

Bakkerud and Kristoffersson 

took their jokers on lap five and 

six respectively and held their 

positions, while Loeb remained 

third to continue his 100 per cent 

podium record in 2018.

Ekstrom was fourth with Hyundai 

i20 campaigner Niclas Gronholm 

fifth, the Finn again producing a 

solid performance for his double 

WRC champion father Marcus’ GRX 

team. Kevin Hansen was slowed by a 

broken left-rear wheel in the closing 

stages and was sixth.

Hansen’s older brother Timmy 

was again out of  luck in the series’ 

fourth round, despite being fastest 

in Q2 on Saturday afternoon. Like 

Kevin would later experience in the 

final, Timmy retired in the semis 

with a broken wheel.

Mark Higgins made an impressive 

World RX debut in Albatec Racing’s 

latest-specification Peugeot 208 and 

would have challenged for a position 

in the semi-finals but for retiring 

from his Q2 race when the rear 

suspension broke on landing from 

the circuit’s jump.

British Touring Car star Andrew 

Jordan had a difficult weekend on his 

return to World RX with MJP Racing’s 

brand new 2018-spec Ford Fiesta. 

Despite a number of  niggling 

technical problems Jordan won 

his race in Q3 and challenged for 

the lead again in Q4 before the front 

suspension broke in Turn 2 and his 

weekend ended in retirement.Kristoffersson’s spill pushed track furniture into the on-coming traffic

The start of semi-final one:the twoVWs collided away from the line

Kristoffersson kept 

his winning habit
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RESULTS

FIA World Rallycross Championship, round 4/12

When: May 25-27

POS DRIVER /CO-DRIVER  CAR  TIME

1 Johan Kristoffersson Volkswagen Polo 4m00.899s

2 Andreas Bakkerud Audi S1 +0.859s

3 Sebastien Loeb Peugeot 208 +1.346s

4 Mattias Ekstrom Audi S1 +1.949s

5 Niclas Gronholm Hyundai i20 +3.832s 

6 Kevin Hansen  Peugeot 208 +29.983s

Points after 4/12 rounds: 1 Kristoffersson 105; 2 Loeb 91; 3 Bakkerud 83; 4 Petter Solberg (Volkswagen Polo) 80; 5 
Ekstrom 80; 6 Timmy Hansen (Peugeot 208) 71. RX2 (All Supercar Lites) (6 laps) 1 Oliver Eriksson 4m16.904s; 
2 Conner Martell +2.163s; 3 Sondre Evjen; 4 Anders Michalak; 5 Glenn Haug; 6 Vasily Gryazin. ARX Supercar (6 laps) 
1 Tanner Foust (Volkswagen Beetle) 4m08.903s; 2 Scott Speed (Volkswagen Beetle) +3.322s; 3 Liam Doran (Citroen DS3); 
4 Patrik Sandell (Subaru WRX); 5 Timo Scheider (SEAT Ibiza); 6 David Higgins (Subaru WRX).

Fans flock to enjoy the Speedmachine experience – but at a healthy price

Foust’s first in the new American championship

There was uproar when it was 

announced that the World Rallycross 

Championship would shed its 

spiritual home of  Lydden Hill. After 

all, Silverstone didn’t even have a 

circuit and it was forced to create one.

Last weekend’s event, branded 

Speedmachine, was packed with 

fans. If  there was disquiet at the 

move north, it was drowned out by 

the click of  turnstiles. 

The event bolted on so much more 

than racing. The food festival, the 

demonstrations by car makes, the 

eSports element and the displays 

and music made Speedmachine more 

of  a carnival than a motorsport event. 

The weather helped too, of  course, 

and everyone was smiling. 

It was also noticeable that the 

majority of  visitors were of  a much 

younger demographic than is 

normally seen at a race meeting.

The open paddock is nothing new 

for this branch of  the sport, but fans 

mingling with heroes is always 

pleasant to see.

If  there could be a cause for concern, 

it would be the price of  the tickets. 

At Lydden Hill, the World Rallycross 

showdown was roughly the same 

cost as a day at British Touring Cars. 

Lydden, clearly, doesn’t have  the 

infrastructure of  an F1 venue, 

but Silverstone seemed to realise this 

and set the price of  weekend tickets 

from £70 for both days of  the weekend. 

While there were a bevy of  

entertainments to keep 27,000 fans 

occupied at Silverstone, there 

wasn’t much in the way of  on-track 

action. That could be the only 

real gripe, but the overall impression 

of  the event was superb.

Matt James 

The first round of the new-for-2018 

Americas Rallycross Championship 

was held at Silverstone, in which 

former World RX race winner Tanner 

Foust dominated proceedings.

He topped the Intermediate 

Classification, won his semi-final 

and then claimed a lights-to-flag 

victory in the final. 

Foust’s Volkswagen Andretti 

Rallycross team-mate Scott Speed 

finished second, despite dropping down 

the order on the opening lap as he was 

passed by first double DTM champion 

Timo Scheider and then Liam Doran 

over the circuit’s jump. Speed repassed 

Doranusingthejokerlap,thenmoved

upanotherpositiontofinishsecond

whenScheidercrashedoutonlap

fourwithbrokensuspension.

Doran finished third, while two-time 

Junior World Rally champion Patrik 

Sandell was fourth for Subaru 

Rally Team USA. 

His team-mate, former British Rally 

champion David Higgins retired on lap 

two. Albatec Racing owner Andy Scott’s 

ARX weekend ended in the semi-finals.

Oliver Eriksson won the single-make 

RX2 category to move into the 

championship lead. Conner Martell 

pulled off  an outside move at Turn 1 

to run second throughout, while 

Sondre Evjen finished third. Reigning 

British Rallycross champion Nathan 

Heathcote endured a difficult weekend. 

Hewashamperedbyelectrical

problemsondayonebeforerolling

hisTeamFaren-runcarinQ3and

didn’tmakethesemi-finals.

Silverstone circuit bosses reckoned that there were 27,000 fans at the venue for the Speedmachine debut

Andrew Jordan’s weekend was blighted by car problems

SUPPORTS

Quietly going 
about his business 
and staying out 
of trouble, Niclas 
Gronholm made the 
final at Silverstone 
and finished as 
the top non-works 
backed driver for 
the second time in 
four races this 
season. Seventh 
in the standings, 
Gronholm regularly 
out-paces more 
experienced 
team-mate Timur 
Timerzyanov 
and has made a 
significant step up 
since last year.

STAR PERFORMER

Brit Mark Higgins was fast but was thwarted by broken suspension

Foust topped the new ARX series
The 2016 champion Ekstrom was beaten to the podium by Loeb
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BRITISH GT REPORT: SNETTERTON

Britishcars led thewayatSnetterton. ByRobert Ladbrook

S
ince 2015, only
Aston Martin and 
Lamborghini have 
shared British GT 
race victories at 
Snetterton. 
Therefore, when 

you remove one of  those brands 
from contention, the other is 
likely to dominate.

With five of  the 11 starters being 

mounted in the British brand’s 

Vantage GT3, and with all of  them 

boasting a factory racer, Astons 

were in a league of  their own in 

Norfolk – especially the ones run by 

the TF Sport team.

Both Mark Farmer/Nicki Thiim 

and Derek Johnston/Marco 

Sorensen topped the podium across 

the weekend, as both races largely 

became an Aston benefit.

The proven Vantage GT3 may be 

the oldest design on the grid, but it’s 

always been at home at Snetterton. 

The car enjoys strong traction for the

drive out of  the tight stuff, and a good 

aero balance to keep the speed up 

through the faster, flowing sections.

On Saturday morning, both TF 

Sport cars suffered from understeer, 

prompting a series of  changes 

across the practice sessions to find 

an improved balance. The increased 

track temperature for qualifying 

helped too, and Farmer/Thiim 

annexed pole for both races when 

each driver topped their respective 

Am and Pro sessions.

In contrast, the other brands just 

couldn’t keep up. Jon Minshaw/Phil 

Keen’s Lamborghini Huracan has 

been the only interloper in the Aston 

stranglehold in recent years, but 

was undone by weight this year. 

With the Huracan faring well in 

Europe at the moment, their car 

arrived wearing an extra 35kg of  

lead compared to last season, which 

hampered its pace and set-up. The 

car would start third and second 

respectively, with team head Mark

Lemmer insisting he was “surprised 

we could even get that close, 

considering the Balance of  

Performance [equalisation grading] 

this weekend”.

Snetterton has never been a happy 

hunting ground for Bentley. The 

Continental GT3 doesn’t enjoy great 

traction, meaning it lags in the speed 

traps on both long straights, which 

are a significant portion of  the lap.

When the lights went out for race 

one, Farmer bolted away, followed by 

Graham Davidson’s Jetstream 

Vantage, Minshaw and Rick Parfitt 

in the lead Bentley. Minshaw had to 

make a move early, and snatched 

second at Murrays, but then lost 

ground with a mistake at Riches and 

dropped to fourth, finally allowing 

the Aston brigade clear.

Davidson made a move for the lead 

at Wilson, and Parfitt also managed to 

demote the rattled Farmer just before 

the safety car was called for a stranded 

GT4 McLaren on the infield. The 

caution period coincided with the pit 

window, meaning all of  the leaders 

pitted together.

The race in the pits was decisive. TF 

got Farmer changed for Thiim in 

better time, and the polesitter rejoined 

just ahead of  Maxime Martin, who 

relayed Davidson. But things were 

worse at Team Parker. Parfitt dived 

into the pits after a late call, and was 

then hit by what was described as “a 

cluster-f*** of  issues”, including a tyre 

mix-up and traffic. The Bentley’s race 

was lost there and then.

Once ahead, Thiim starred, putting 

in a storming stint to win by over seven 

seconds from Martin.

“Nicki is just superhuman,” said 

Farmer. “I was pleased with my stint, 

even if  it didn’t go fully to plan. But 

Nicki’s pace was unbelievable! We’ve 

really managed to settle the car down 

and get it to rotate as we want. Things 

are looking good this weekend.”

Keen salvaged third, ahead of  the 

sister Barwell Lambo of  Sam de Haan/

ASTONSWEEPSTHE
TFSPORTUNSTOPPABLE

Farmer/Thiim claimed race 

one win from pole position

RESULTS

BRDC British F3 (10 laps) 1 Nicolai Kjaergaard (Carlin); 
2 Kush Maini (Lanan) +4.864s; 3 Linus Lundqvist (Double 
R); 4 Jordan Cane (Douglas Motorsport); 5 Harry Webb 
(Chris Dittmann Racing); 6 Tristan Charpentier (Fortec). 
Fastest lap Lundqvist 1m44.523s (102.25mph). Pole 
Kjaergaard. Starters 17.
Race 2 (10 laps) 1 Manuel Maldonado (Fortec); 2 Krish 
Mahadik (Double R) +0.598s; 3 Sasakorn Chaimongkol 
(Hillspeed); 4 Lundqvist; 5 Arvin Esmaeili (Douglas); 6 
Jusuf Owega (Hillspeed). FL Maini 1m44.819s 
(101.96mph). P Maldonado. S 17.
Race 3 (10 laps) 1 Lundqvist; 2 Kjaergaard +0.386s; 3 
Maini; 4 Charpentier; 5 Webb; 6 Billy Monger (Carlin). FL 
Kjaergaard 1m46.011s (100.82mph). P Lundqvist. S 17.
Points (after nine of 24 races): 1 Lundqvist 239pts; 
2 Kjaergaard 209; 3 Maini 170; 4 Tom Gamble (Fortec) 
137; 5 Mahadik 130; 6 Maldonado 128.

Ginetta G40 Cup
Race 1: Jack Oliphant
Race 2: Rob Keogh
Race 3: Tom Golding
Ginetta Racing Drivers Club
Race 1: Stephen Docker
Race 2: James Crawshaw
Mini Challenge JCW
Race 1: Nathan Harrison
Race 2: David Robinson
Northern Saloon and Sports Car Championship
Race 1: Bill Addison (Caterham Superlight)
Race 2: Alan Henderson (Ginetta G50 GT4)
Volkswagen Racing Cup
Race 1: Simon Walton (Audi TT)
Race 2: Martin Depper (VW Scirocco)

ROUND-UP

Three race wins from pole position characterised the 
BRDC British F3 weekend, but if that made it sound 
easy, it was anything but.

Linus Lundqvist and Nicolai Kjaergaard arrived in 
Norfolk as the form men atop the standings, and both 
took a win apiece.

Kush Maini, while unable to take the top step (“it 
was a bit far away” he admitted), proved he is still well 
in the hunt though, with those three now starting to 
break away at the top.

As Lundqvist mused at the end of the weekend: 
“It seems like a common thing that Nicolai is always 
on my tail.”

Carlin’s Kjaergaard took first blood in race one, 
and a couple of fastest laps from Lundqvist couldn’t 
upset the Dane’s rhythm.

That was in part because of the nature of the circuit 
– following in the F3 cars was clearly tricky for those 
running at the front, let alone those further back.

“It’s a very technical circuit,” Kjaergaard agreed. 
“But we have always got to be fast because we need 
to get as far up as possible.”

But overtaking difficulties just put more importance 
on making the most progress in the reversed grid race 
two, as Lundqvist proved.

Manuel Maldonado was on pole for that reversed-
grid race, and with victory at Oulton Park under his 
belt, he was out to do the same again.

Krish Mahadik kept him honest throughout to come 
home 0.598s behind the Fortec driver.

But it was behind where the real action happened.
All three of the race one podium drivers had the 

pace to make gains, and Kjaergaard was up to sixth 
within two laps.

On the third lap he got the switchback on Tom 
Gamble, but the pair jostling for the same piece of 
asphalt at Turn 3 was only ever going to end with a 
collision, which retired both on the spot, and with it a 
potential bagful of points for Kjaergaard.

“I had really good pace,” he said. “I was making a lot 
of points and a lot of positions.”

Analysis of those first two laps showed Kjaergaard 
was 1.7s quicker than Lundqvist on lap one, and a full 
second quicker than those ahead on the second lap, 
which meant the Carlin driver lost at least 22 points, 
assuming he finished in the sixth spot he was running 
in. In all likelihood a podium result was on.

Instead, it was Lundqvist who picked up the healthy 
haul, steady progress helping him to fourth at the 
chequered flag.

And the importance of those was not lost on him.
“When they brought in the full reverse you can make 

race two pretty big for points scoring,” he said, “and 
that was just by the overtaking.”

Maini had his own problems when contact from a 
rival on the Bentley Straight caused a right-rear 
puncture and left the Indian a lap down.

The weekend finished with a comfortable lights-to-
flag win for poleman Lundqvist, who headed back to 
Sweden with a beaming smile.

His parting shot was an ominous warning to his 
rivals: “I thought Snetterton was going to be my worst 
weekend, so to get these points, I am delighted.”

Ant Whorton-Eales suffered a crank pulley snap in 
the first lap of race one in the Mini Challenge JCWs, 
ending his Saturday early and leaving Nathan 
Harrison to claim race one ahead of Henry Neal.

In the second, Luke Reade and Rob Smith made 
contact at Brundle, which kicked up plenty of dust 
and put both out. That opened the door for Jac Maybin 
to trouble David Robinson for the lead with a daring 
side-by-side moment through Murrays on the last 
tour. Robinson just held on for victory, while Whorton-
Eales recovered to seventh from the back.

Simon Walton took a seemingly comfortable first 
Volkswagen Racing Cup race thanks to 
squabbling between Jessica Hawkins, Martin 
Depper and Dennis Strandberg behind.

But Depper refused to be denied in the second 
race, making the most of an opportunity at the end of 
the first lap to take a lead he wouldn’t relinquish. 

Tom Golding looked to have the first Ginetta G40 

Cup race sewn up after taking the lead from Rob 
Keogh with the slipstream on the run into Wilson, 
but threw it away on the last lap at Murrays with a 
wide moment onto the grass, handing a delighted 
Jack Oliphant the victory.

Keogh held off a lap-five charge from Golding – 
through a barely-visible gap up the inside of Brundle 
– and then Oliphant to win the second race.

Jeff Wilson, Alan Henderson and Bill Addison diced 
for the race one win in the Northern Saloon and 

Sports Car Championship, but it was Addison 
who claimed it thanks to some staunch defending 
and Wilson running wide at Hamilton.

Jason Noble

Double R’s Lundqvist extended his British F3 series lead at Snetterton
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BOA

Both GT4 battles were stories of  

triumph against adversity, as 

McLaren and BMW shared the wins.

It’s been a long wait for a British GT 

victory for Joe Osborne. Having been 

stripped of  a GT3 win here back in 2016 

for what was deemed as ‘avoidable 

contact’ with Phil Keen, and then 

being robbed of  a comfortable lead by a 

safety car last year, Osborne and team-

mate David Pattison’s luck finally 

turned in Norfolk as they hit the top 

step of  the podium in race one.

The fleet of  McLarens weren’t the 

fastest thing around the 300 circuit, 

mostly due to the cars carrying an 

extra 115kg of  lead at this track – 

something that made finding the 

optimal window for switching the 

tyres on and not overcooking them in 

the warm conditions tricky to find.

Instead it was BMW and Aston 

Martin to the fore initially. Century 

Motorsport’s M4 GT4s were seriously 

quick, with Ben Tuck snatching pole 

for race one and then opening out a 

comfortable lead. That is before the 

race was turned on its head by a 

safety car, called when Graham 

Johnson’s McLaren ground to a halt 

on the infield with an electrical issue.

The caution came just before the pit 

window, meaning almost the entire 

field opted to pile into the pits at the 

first opportunity.

Not only did the safety car rob Tuck 

of his five-second lead, but it also 

spelled the end of  the challenge for all 

of  the leaders, who were all silver-

rated crews. That grading means the 

carsmustserveanextra12secondsin

theirpitstops.

Suddenlytheraceorderof Tuck,

WillMoore’sAston,CallumPointon’s

GinettaandMichaelO’Brien’sfast-

startingMcLarenwasdisrupted.

Whentheyallrejoined,thebestplaced

wasO’Brien’scar,whichwasbackin

fourthwithCharlieFaggnowaboard.

Withshorterstops,thePro-Am

pairingsleaptuptheorder,Osborne

McLAREN, BMW SHARE THE SPOILS

Tuck/Green BMW 

was a star runner

Jonny Cocker, which recovered from a

spin at the start.

With the flying Thiim at the head

of the grid again, things looked

straightforward for race two. The Dane’s

mission was to pull out a gap sufficient

enough to overturn the extra 10 seconds

the car would have to spend stationary

during its pitstop after the earlier win.

He made solid inroads early on, pulling

a handful of seconds clear of Sorensen in

the sister car, who had jumped ahead of

Keen on the rolling start. But that work

was then undone by a safety car called to

help extricate Ben Barnicoat’s stricken

McLaren after a clash at Agostini.

After that, Thiim/Farmer’s hopes of

the win were gone, but a solid result was

still on.

Sorensen shadowed Thiim until the pit

window and then followed him in. With

no additional stop time after a

disappointing run to fifth after a few

spins in race one, Johnston took over and

emerged in the lead ahead of Andrew

Howard, who had taken over the

Beechdean Aston that Darren Turner

had brought in from fourth.

Howard was never more than a few

tenths from the tail of Johnston, but the

2016 champion managed to resist the 2015

victor to the flag.

“It was an intense final 20 minutes!”

said Johnston. “The traffic was terrible

and it never did me any favours as I’d find

the gap and Andrew would just follow me

through each time. I couldn’t make a

single mistake.”

Farmer capped his weekend with

another podium as Astons swept the

board. Flick Haigh/Jonny Adam’s

Optimum Vantage was fourth, having

cured a straight-line speed issue from

race one. Davidson would have made it

an all-Aston top five, but was demoted

back to ninth for punting Minshaw into a

spin at Wilson late on.

Lee Mowle and Yelmer Buurman still

lead the championship, but could only

manage a best of sixth in race one as

their Mercedes-AMG struggled on the

straights after a power restriction.

GT4

Farmer and Thiim (r)

Johnston/Sorensen 

won narrow race two

rejoined in second having taken the 

car over from Pattison down in 10th. 

Osborne hunted down Matt George’s 

Jaguar F-type SVR for the lead, 

shortly before the interloping Jag was 

pinged for cutting its pit time short.

Once clear, Osborne made no 

mistake and won by a clear margin. 

“Looks like it’s third time lucky!” he 

said. “It’s been ages since my last win 

– back in a GT3 Porsche in 2012, and 

that was here too! The safety car 

made that for us. Hopefully I won’t 

have to wait another six years for 

similar luck here!”

Behind Osborne a thriller played 

out for second. Fagg worked his way 

up, but had Matt Nicoll-Jones (in for 

Moore) and Scott Malvern’s Mercedes 

filling his mirrors for the final laps as 

he fell just shy of  a first outright 

podium alongside Nick Jones.

After losing out in race one, 

Century’s Ben Green/Tuck almost 

lost their shot at victory in race two 

as well, when Green was tipped out 

of  the top four by contact from Dan 

McKay’s McLaren.

“I just saw the barrier coming 

towards me and thought, right we’re 

f***ed!” said Green, who somehow 

managed to keep it out of  the Armco. 

Green got going again and set up a 

stunning comeback drive that 

would end with the pair taking their 

first victory.

Green fought back to 10th in the 

tightly bunched pack, and Century 

timed its earlier stop perfectly to get 

Tuck installed and back out in 

fourth place.

From then on, Tuck was on a 

charge, picking off  his rivals until he 

slipped past the McLaren of  Lewis 

Proctor/Jordan Albert into Nelson 

on the final lap.

“We’ve always had this pace, but 

we’ve only just been able to show it in 

the dry, and the team called our stop 

perfectly – but I still have no idea how 

we won that!” said Tuck.

Nicoll-Jones/Moore finished third, 

having battled gamely against a 

broken downshift paddle from lap 

two, which meant the crew had to 

improvise by flicking the car into 

automatic to get it to change gear.

Graham Johnson/Mike Robinson 

won the Pro-Am class after curing a 

broken gearbox sensor.

Pit perfection helped Pattison and Osborne (56) to victory

British GT (30 laps) 1 Mark Farmer/Nicki Thiim 
(TF Sport Aston Martin Vantage); 2 Graham 
Davidson/Maxime Martin (Jetstream Aston Martin 
Vantage) +7.111s; 3 Jon Minshaw/Phil Keen 
(Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini Huracan); 4 Sam 
de Haan/Jonny Cocker (Barwell Motorsport 
Lamborghini Huracan); 5 Derek Johnston/Marco 
Sorensen (TF Sport Aston Martin Vantage); 6 Lee 
Mowle/Yelmer Buurman (ERC Sport Mercedes-
AMG). Fastest lap Sorensen 1m49.189s (97.88mph) 
Pole position Farmer 1m49.798s (97.34mph). 
Starters 11. 
Race 2 (31 laps) 1 Johnston/Sorensen; 2 Andrew 
Howard/Darren Turner (Beechdean Aston Martin 
Vantage) +0.507s; 3 Farmer/Thiim; 4 Flick Haigh/
Jonny Adam (Optimum Motorsport Aston Martin 
Vantage); 5 Minshaw/Keen; 6 Jordan Witt/Struan 
Moore (RJN Motorsport Nissan GT-R NISMO). FL 
Thiim 1m49.225s (97.85mph). P Thiim 1m47.385s 
(99.53mph). S11. 
Points (after five of 10 rounds): 1 Mowle/
Buurman 78.5pts; 2 Minshaw/Keen 74; 3 Howard/
Turner 66.5; 4 Johnston/Sorensen 64; 5 Farmer/
Thiim 61; Haigh/Adam 57.

GT4 (28 laps) 1 David Pattison/Joe Osborne 
(Tolman Motorsport McLaren 570S); 2 Michael 
O’Brien/Charlie Fagg (Tolman Motorsport McLaren) 
+6.404s; 3 Will Moore/Matt Nicoll-Jones (Academy 
Motorsport Aston Martin Vantage); 4 Nick Jones/
Scott Malvern (Team Parker Racing Mercedes-
AMG); 5 Adam Balon/Ben Barncioat (Track-Club 
McLaren 570S); 6 Ben Tuck/Ben Green (Century 
Motorsport BMW M4). FL Jack Mitchell (Century 
Motorsport BMW M4 GT4) 1m59.778s (89.23mph). 
P Tuck 1m58.438s (90.24mph). CW Pattison/
Osborne. S 22.
Race 2 (29 laps) 1 Tuck/Green; 2 Lewis Proctor/
Jordan Albert (Tolman Motorsport McLaren 570S) 
+2.583s; 3 Moore/Nicoll-Jones; 4 Graham 
Johnson/Mike Robinson (Balfe Motorsport McLaren 
570S); 5 Calum Pointon/Patrik Matthiesen (HHC 
Motorsport Ginetta G55); 6 O’Brien/Fagg. 
FL Daniel McKay (Equipe Verschuur McLaren 570S) 
1m59.326s (89.57mph). P Nicoll-Jones 1m57.854s 
(90.68mph). S 22. 
Points: 1 Pointon/Matthiesen 65.5pts; 2 O’Brien/
Fagg 65; 3 Moore/Nicoll-Jones 52.5; 4 Tuck/Green 
48; 5 Pattison/Osborne 45; 6 Balon/Barnicoat 43.

RESULTS

The heavily-laden Lambo struggled to match the pace of the Aston Martins





BRANDS HATCH: MSVR MASTERS HISTORIC FESTIVAL BY MARCUS PYE MAY 26/27
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FIA Masters Historic F1
Race 1: Nick Padmore (Williams FW07C-14)
Race 2: Martin Stretton (Tyrrell 012-5)

FIA Masters Historic Sportscars
Leo Voyazides/Simon Hadfield (Lola-Chevrolet T70
Mk3B)

HSCC Historic F2
Race 1: Dean Forward (March-BDG 782)
Race 2: Matthew Wrigley (March-BDA 79B)

Masters Endurance Legends
Race 1: Rui Aguas (Peugeot 908X)
Race 2: Rui Aguas (Peugeot 908X)

Masters Gentlemen Drivers
Shaun Balfe/Andy Wolfe (AC Cobra)

Masters Pre-’66 Touring Cars
Mark Sumpter (Ford Lotus Cortina)

Youngtimer Touring Car Challenge
Race 1: Daniel Brown (Ford Escort RS1800 Mk2)
Race 2: Daniel Brown (Ford Escort RS1800 Mk2)

WINNERS

Stretton grabbed

the lead on lap two

Ahard-foughtwinapieceby
FIAHistoricFormula1champions
NickPadmoreandMartinStretton
wowedWhitsunweekend
audiencesas thewailofFord
CosworthDFVengines rent the
airaboveBrandsHatch’sGrand
PrixCircuitat theMastersHistoric
Festival.Pre-’78honourswere
alsosplit, betweenGregThornton
(Lotus77)andMaxSmith-Hilliard
(FittipaldiF5A).
PolemanPadmore(ex-Carlos

ReutemannWilliamsFW07C)controlled

Saturday’srace,butStrettonragged

MartinAdams’ex-StefanBellof/Martin

BrundleTyrrell012-5,holdingitinlurid

powerslidesashepressuredPadmore

tothechequeredflag.WithMichael

Cantillon(WilliamsFW07),SimonFish

(EnsignN180)andThorntonchasing

them,theracewasred-flaggedwhen

behindThorntonalungebySteve

BoultbeeBrooks(Lotus81-1)turned

team-mateKatsuKubota(91-7)overat

Druids.TheJapanesedriverescaped

injury.EarlierSteveHartley(Arrows

A4)hadtrippedoverJoaquinFolch

(BrabhamBT49C)atSurtees.

WithSaturday’stopeightfinishers

reversed,Strettonmadelighterworkof

Sunday’sracethanPadmore,screaming

pastSmith-HilliardatDruidsonlaptwo

andstayingthereasPadmorejoined

himnexttimeround.“Igotacoupleof

luckybreaks,”admittedStretton.Fish

ambushedSmith-Hilliardforthirdafter

CantillonspunThorntonroundat

Druids,puttinghimself outand

triggeringthefull-coursecautionunder

whichtheracefinished.Hartleyand

BoultbeeBrookscompletedthetopsix.

BackwhereFormula2’sEuropean

championshipendedin1984,thefirst

HistoricF2racewasafascinating

tribute.PolemanMarkCharterisand

newleaderMarkDwyer(March742s)

wereopportunisticallypassedbyDean

Forward(782)atSurteesbut“twointo

onedidn’tgo”ontheexit.AsForward

andDwyertouched,spinningthelatter

out,Charterisretooktheinitiativeonly

forhisgearboxtojaminfourthseconds

later.ForwardthuswonfromChris

Lillingston-Price(ChevronB40)and

MattWrigley,firsttimeoutindadMike’s

FAtlanticMarch79B.Fromtheback,

RichardEvans(742)wasfifthwhen

hisBDG’sdrivebelt jumpedatooth.

MinusForward,theunwell

Lillingston-PriceandDwyer,Evans

(valvesreplacedbyDaveGathercole)

shotthroughtoleadthesecondcontest

beforeparkingatDingleDellwithan

oil leak.Wrigleycapitalised,repelling

MikeBletsoe-Brown(ChevronB27).

AmericanJamesKing(March712)

inflictedararePre-’721600ccdefeaton

quintuplechampionandraceonevictor

RobertSimactofinishthird,andhad

thesurrealexperienceof stavingoff

FrazerGibney’sMarch76B,hiscar

42yearspreviously!

LeoVoyazidesandSimonHadfield

celebratedtheirracingpartnership’s

10thanniversarybywinningtheFIA

SportscarroundintheGreek’s

ex-EmersonFittipaldiLolaT70Mk3B,

butitwasahugeteameffort.Gareth

Hayesheardanoiseasheranits

ChevroletV8engineupforqualifying,

andfounditsoilpumptobeseized,thus

theyinstalledthespareovernight.While

two-litrestandoutsHenryFletcher

(ChevronB19),polemanManfredo

RossidiMontelera(AbarthOsella

PA1,beforeitsfuelmeteringunitbelt

broke)andGoncaloGomes(LolaT212)

squabbledovertheleadandMike

Whitaker’sex-JohnSurteesT70

Spyder’senginepunchedarodthrough

itssump,triggeringacautionperiod,as

Voyazidesclimbedtofourthbefore

installingHadfield.

Fletcherpickeduparearpuncturejust

beforehisscheduledstop,butnotevena

thirdsafetycarcouldstopHadfield.

Despitehavingbeingpassedbyfast

inviteeFletcher,JasonWright(T70)

wasreturnedtosecondoncountback

whenPaulAllen–whohadhithimashe

stoppedattheadjacentpit–spunhis

T212intotheSheeneCurvegravelbed

bringingoutanearlyred.Thishiatus

alsochangedtheChevronB8fight,

reprievingCallumLockiewhose

moment(inJulianThomas’car)had

letMarkandAndrewOwenback

ahead,anddefusedagrippingHulme

classfightbetweentheCooperT61Msof

KeithAhlers(Ford)andSteveFarthing

(Chevrolet),whichwasbuildingto

acrescendo.

PortugueseveteranRuiAguasaced

bothMastersEnduranceLegends

prototyperacesinKritonLendoudis’

2008Peugeot908X.Settingtheevent’s

fastestracelapat1m19.420s(110.29mph),

Aguasovercameheftypro-driver

penaltiestooust1999FFirstchampion

AlexKapadia(ORECA03LMP2)in

Saturday’sopenerandthenthe

impressivelycombativeSteveTandy

(Lola-MazdaB12/60),circulatingever

quickeronSunday.

Thefirstracewasfragmented,

followingasecondlapclashat

HawthornsbetweenDavidPorter’s

stoutPeugeot908andNikiLeutwiler’s

ORECA03, thusKapadia’scarowner

MartinRichfinishedhisstintbehind

thepacecar.TheORECAreturnedto

thepits inkit form.Richwentwell

onSunday,clearof MartinShort’s

gloriouslyshrillDallara-JuddV10,

embroiledwithNigelGreensall inRick

Carlino’sbellowingRiley&ScottMk3.

AndyWolferepeatedlastyear’s

GentlemenDriversvictory,albeit

withShaunBalfesubbingforMichael

GansintheACCobra.GTracerBalfe

raisedhisgame,keepingMikeWhitaker

(TVRGriffith)honestandhanding

Wolfe“amintcar”forthefinalpush.

Whitakerbuiltadecisive-lookinglead

beforehisbrakesfadedandheslidoff

atWestfield,dislodgingabrakeduct.

‘Meatball’ flaggedfor it tobesorted,

WhitakergrowledbackpastJohn

Spiers’similarbutbrakelesscarto

regainsecondasfour ‘Griffs’ finished

inthetopsix,PeterThompson/Mark

HalesandJamieBootshadedbyRob

Fenn’sclass-winningLotusElan.

DavidGrace/JackRawles(Austin-

Healey3000)andRickBourne/

MalcolmPaul (TVRGrantura)won

theothercompetitivedivisions.

TheMastersPre-’66TouringCar

contestwasthrownwideopenwhen

CraigDavies’FordMustangretired

earlywithbrokensuspension.Mark

SumpterandSteveSoper(Lotus

Cortinas)wereleftbattlingitout,

pursuedbyMikeGardinerand

JulianThomas(Falcons),with

AndrewHaddonandGeoff Letts

(Cortinas) inthethickof itandNick

Swiftasbestof theMinis.

Soper ledbrieflybeforehiscar’s

handlingwentawry.“Afterthreeor

fouroffs Icalleditaday,”hesaid,having

leftSumptertocompleteafinevictory.

HavingacclimatisedtoGardiner’scar,

AndyWolfescrappedwithCallum

Lockie (inforThomas),earningaclass-

winningsecondwhentheScothadto

serveadrivethroughpenalty forapit

infringement.“Runningside-by-side

throughSheeneCurvewasabit

awkward,butwegaveeachother

justenoughroom,”saidWolfe.

Thomas/Lockiewerestill third,ahead

of theremarkableSwift, clutchless

LettsandRobFenn(Mustang)who

overpowered ‘Ralphie’Haddon/Mark

Martin(Cortina).Rarelyseparated,

theMinisof TomBell/JoeFerguson

andChrisMiddlehurstwerenext in,

monsteredbyMarkBurton’sMustang.

E

Forward profited from Charteris’s F2 woes

Wolfe and Balfe (r) topped the Gentleman Drivers contest in AC Cobra Voyazides/Hadfield’s winning Lola Aguas claimed a double as Endurance Legends visited UK for first time
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CROFT: 750MC BY STEPHEN BRUNSDON MAY 26/27

ANGLESEY: BARC BY JAKE NICHOL MAY 26/27

Photos: Steve Jones

Allcomers
Doug Carter (Radical PR6)

BMW Car Club Racing Championship
Race 1: Michael Cutt (BMW E36 M3)
Race 2: Kirk Armitage (BMW E36 M3)

Formula Vee
Race 1: Craig Pollard (Bears GAC)
Race 2: Craig Pollard (Bears GAC)

Hot Hatch
Race 1: Ben Rushworth (Honda Integra DC2)
Race 2: Ben Rushworth (Honda Integra DC2)

Locost
Race 1: Mark Burton
Race 2: Mark Burton
Race 3: Mark Burton

M3 Cup
Race 1: Paul Cook
Race 2: Paul Cook

MX-5 Cup
Race 1: Ben Short
Race 2: Ben Short
Race 3: Ben Short

RGB Sports 1000
Race 1: Billy Albone (Spire GT3)
Race 2: Billy Albone (Spire GT3)

Roadsports Series
Andy Ebdon/Paul Wells
(Caterham Seven 310R)

CNC Heads Sports and Saloons
Race 1: Paul Rose (Saker RAPX S1-400)
Race 2: Paul Rose (Saker RAPX S1-400)
Race 3: Paul Rose (Saker RAPX S1-400)

Mazda MAX5 
Race 1: Paul Roddison (Mazda MX-5 Mk4)
Race 2: Jeremy Shipley (Mazda MX-5 Mk4)

Scottish Fiestas 
Race 1: Blair Murdoch
Race 2: Wayne MacAulay

Scottish and Irish Legends 
Heat 1: David Hunter (Legend 34 Ford Coupe)
Heat 2: Paul O’Brien (Legend Coupe)
Round 1 final: Paul O’Brien (Legend Coupe)
Heat 1: Jamie Hodgson (Legend Coupe)
Heat 2: David Hunter (Legend 34 Ford Coupe)
Round 2 final: Geoff Richardson (Legend Coupe)
 
Scottish Mini Cooper Cup
Race 1: John Duncan
Race 2: John Duncan

UK National Legends 
Heat 1: Stephen Whitelegg (Legend Coupe
Heat 2: John Mickel (Legend 34 Ford Coupe)
Round 1 final: John Mickel (Legend 34 Ford 
Coupe)
Heat 1: Miles Rudman (Legend 34 Ford Coupe)
Heat 2: Jordan O’Brien (Legend 34 Ford Coupe)
Round 2 final: Jordan O’Brien (Legend 34 Ford 
Coupe)

WINNERS

WINNERS

RacingnoviceMarkBurton
extendedhisLocostChampionship
lead instylewithastunningclean
sweepofvictoriesatCroft.

Theex-sprinterdidn’tstartanyof

thethreeracesfromthefrontrow,

butprovedthemantobeatinatrio

of slipstreamingencounters.

ReigningchampionIanAlleeendured

anightmaremeeting,receivingtwo

post-racepenaltiesandathree-place

griddropforthenextroundatPembrey.

Alleeledraceonefrompolebut

wasquicklycaughtbyBurton

andMartinWest.

WestandAlleeeachtookturnsin

theleadbutitwasBurtonwhosurged

pastbothintoTowertoseizethelead

onthefinallap,asAlleeranwideand

finishedfourthbehindtitlecontender

BenPowney.

WestbattledBurtonvaliantlyinrace

twobutlostsecondonthefinaltour

toLouisWallattheComplex.Allee

finishedrunner-upontheroadbutwas

relegatedtofifthafterbeingdeemedto

passWalloff-track.

Burtonhadarelativelysedatefinal

racebeforelast-lapchaosensued.Allee

cededtopspottoBurtonafterrunning

wideattheComplexandcollectedthe

innocentWestasherejoinedthetrack,

whichallowedJackCoveneyandDavid

Masontocompletethepodium.

ItwasasimilarstoryinFormulaVee

asCraigPollardstrucklateoninboth

racestobecomethefirstdrivertoclaim

twovictoriesthisseason.

PointsleaderPollardfoughttooth-and-

nailwith2008championDanielHands

throughoutathrillingfirstraceandonly

claimedvictoryafterHandsslidwideat

thehairpinonthepenultimatelap.

Thepairresumedtheirbattleatthe

startof racetwobutaclashof wheels

exitingTowersentHandsoutof the

topfive,enablingClassBrunner

JamesHarridgetochallengePollard.

Butanychanceof Harridgeand

Pollarddukingitoutfortophonours

werecurtailedwhenJamieHarrison

andRichardRainbow’sstrickencars

broughtouttheredflags.

Twopodiumsandapenultimate-lap

retirementfortitlerivalDavidWhitmore

allowedTomCollertoextendhis

M3Cuppointsadvantage.

CollerfinishedadistantsecondtoPaul

Cookintheopeningrace,profitingfrom

Americanone-off entrantJordanO’Brien

stoletheshowattheBARCAnglesey

meeting,withastunningweekendinthe

UKNationalLegends series.

O’Brien,inhisfirsteverracemeetingin

theUK,wasrequiredtostartallsixraces

fromlastplaceonthegrid,butthisdidnot

stophimclimbingtothirdinheatone

of roundone.Hefollowedthatupwith

aseventhinheattwobeforeanother

third-placefinishintheroundonefinal.

StephenWhiteleggpickeduptheheat

onevictory,whilechampionshipleader

JohnMickelcameawaywithabrace

of winsinthefollowingtwoevents.

Butintheroundtworacesheldona

damp,rainaffectedSundayinNorth

Wales,O’Brienwasverynearlyunbeatable.

Inthe10-lapperheatonerace,Miles

Rudmanwasjustabletoholdthe19-year-

oldAmericanoff bytheslimmarginof

BRILLIANT BURTON STORMS TO
HAT-TRICK OF LOCOST VICTORIES

Entertaining Scottish Mini races

Photos: Rachel Bourne

DEBUTANT O’BRIEN STUNS ON UK LEGENDS DEBUT WITH WINS

Hodgson took heat one victory, while 

Hunter doubled-up in heat two.

Geoff  Richardson followed the theme 

of the winner being relatively untroubled 

with a resounding 6.6s win over James 

Holman in the round two final. Over the 

course of  the six races, both Scotland and 

Ireland won three events apiece.

The Scottish Motor Racing Club held its 

annual ‘away-day’ from Knockhill, with 

the Minis providing the highlight.

In a closely fought opener, John Duncan 

completed a lights-to-flag win, but was 

under severe pressure from the pack, 

led by Dominic Wheatley.

Wheatley was within 0.5s of  Duncan for 

the 15-minute race, but never truly looked 

like making a move for the lead. The 

top four in the race were separated by 

just 1.4s, with David Sleigh and Michael 

Weddell adding to the excitement in the 

four-car train.

In race two, Craig Blake led initially 

but would drop down to third by the 

flag, as Wheatley eased to a 4.4s win over 

Robbie Dalgleish after hitting the front 

on lap six of  10.

Invincibility was the name of  the game 

for Paul Rose in the CNC Head Sports 

and Saloons, with three wins from 

three. Fellow Saker RAPX S1-400 

exponent Steve Harris kept Rose honest 

in races two and three after finishing 

29.3s down in the opener.

American O’Brien (140) started last in all six races but won in two of them

0.083s. But O’Brien got his revenge in 

the heat two race, pipping Rudman to 

first place by just over two tenths.

In the round two finale, O’Brien put 

in a stunning recovery drive to take the 

win. After scything through the field, 

he was quickly up to third place, but 

contact at the Banking halfway through 

the 12-lap encounter led to a 360-degree 

spin, which only cost him three seconds 

to leader Sean Smith.

O’Brien then set about chasing Smith 

down, carving chunks of  time out of  the 

leader. On the final lap, at the Rocket 

complex, O’Brien nipped through to 

score a memorable win.  

Unlike in the UK Legends, the Scottish 

and Irish equivalent could not deliver 

the same excitement and suspense. 

This was despite four different drivers 

taking the spoils.

Irishman Paul O’Brien (no relation 

to Jordan) was in fine form on Saturday, 

picking up a heat two and final win around 

Anglesey’s coastal circuit. David Hunter 

took the heat one win.

With the constant threat of  rain rolling 

in from the Irish Sea looming over the 

track on Sunday morning, Jordan 

SimonWalker-Hansellhittinggearbox

trouble in the closing stages.

Third in race two behind Walker-Hansell 

and winner Cook was made even sweeter 

for Coller by Whitmore grinding to a 

halt after losing drive at the final corner.

Darren Ball resolutely fended 

off  countless assaults from David 

Drinkwater and Lewis Carter to 

prevail in the 330 Challenge.

Ben Rushworth got himself  back 

into Hot Hatch championship 

contention after scoring a brace 

of  comfortable victories.

The Pullborough driver stroked his 

Honda Integra DC2 to victory by four 

seconds from points leader Ali Camp’s 

FordFiestaSTinraceone.Camp ran

third in a restarted second race 

when a dead battery forced him to 

retire. Stephen Sawley finished second 

while Rodren Vella and Michael 

Winkworth took class honours.

Defending RGB Sports 1000 

champion and current points leader 

Billy Albone claimed both wins in 

his Spire GT3. Albone beat Chris 

Wesemael and Paul Smith to 

remain unbeaten in 2018.

Andy Ebdon and Paul Wells (Caterham 

Seven 310R) struck late on to deny 

Class B runner Imran Khan and 

secure victory in an attritional 

Roadsports Endurance race.

Pollard (92) was first driver to take two wins in Formula Vee this year

Clean sweep: Burton 

was unstoppable

RACING REPORTS
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DORAN TO CHASE AMERICAN
CROWN AFTER PODIUM JOY
British rallycross star kicks off campaign with a top-three finish

By Hal Ridge

Former European rallycross 
race winner Liam Doran says 
his podium finish in the opening 
round of the Americas Rallycross 
ChampionshipatSilverstoneonhis
return to internationalcompetition
feelsalmostbetter thanhis first
ever top-levelvictory in2010.

DoranracedaCitroenDS3freshly-

rebuiltbyhisLDMotorsportsteam

at Silverstone but missed Friday 

practice due to the car not being 

finished. The two-time X Games 

gold medal winner also encountered 

a number of  technical issues in the 

qualifying stages of  the event, which 

wererectifiedintimeforthesemi-finals

wherehefinishedsecond.

Inthefinal,DoranpassedAndretti

VolkswagendriverScottSpeedonthe

openinglapandlaterfinishedonthe

podiumafterTimoScheidercrashedout.

“We solved a lot of  the problems on 

Saturday night, but on a slippery track 

in Q4 I drove like a complete rookie,” 

Doran told MN. “I sat down, had a word 

with myself  and went into the semis 

feeling like we had no excuses. I drove 

as well as I could with not having driven 

properly for two years, but the car 

worked great and we got a podium 

believe it or not. To me this feels like my 

firsteverwinalloveragain,oreven

better,becauseit’sitbeensolongand

we’ve worked so hard. The battle with 

Speed for the first lap was probably 

the best battle I’ve ever had, we didn’t 

give an inch.” 

The former full-time World RX 

competitor, who was one of  the first 

European rallycross drivers to race in 

America, says he will work on a plan 

to contest the three remaining ARX 

rounds this season at COTA in July and 

togetherwithWorldRXinCanadaand

COTAinAugustandSeptember.

Liam Doran was on 

form in the races

SPORTING SCENE

Smith hits the top in European Truck showdown

Tohill keeps his perfect record with dominant win

O’Donovan has to withdraw from Silverstone WRX after preparation delays

New South American RX
series set for blast off
The South American Rallycross 

Championship, CARX, is set to get 

underway next month and has 

introduced a new headline category 

for 2018 called SuperCARX. 

The first of  the new cars, built to 

resemble a Peugeot 208, was displayed 

to the public for the first time at Rally 

Argentina’s Villa Carlos Paz service 

park last month, and is now being 

prepared for its first competitive event on 

June 23. 

First run as an Argentine 

championship in 2015, CARX has 

previously included classes for N4 and 

Maxi rally cars, but the SuperCARX is 

the first bespoke rallycross car to be 

developed for the series. 

The spaceframe chassis machine has 

a five-litre V8 engine, longitudinally-

mounted behind the drivers’ 

compartment, producing in the region of  

500 horsepower. A Sadev sequential 

gearbox takes drive to all four wheels. 

The 2018 series will be run over six 

rounds between June and December, 

with the season-opener being held in 

Arrecifes, in the Buenos Aires Province, 

before the second round takes place at 

former WRX venue San Luis in July. 

Other venues are to be confirmed. 

Ex-Ford WRC driver Federico Villagra 

is t he reigning CARX Maxi champion.

Irishman Ollie O’Donovan was forced 

to withdraw from the British round of  

the World Rallycross Championship 

at Silverstone last weekend before the 

event got underway. 

The former British Rallycross 

champion and winner for the series’ 

third round at Croft recently had planned 

to revert to his Ford Fiesta Supercar for 

his first international start of  the season, 

but delays in completing a major overhaul 

of  the Fiesta meant the car could not 

be readied in time. 

Tony Bardy Motorsport then worked 

to prepare O’Donovan’s British RX 

Ford Focus for the event, but engine 

detonation problems left the team no 

choice but to withdraw. 

“I’m really disappointed not to have 

raced at Silverstone this weekend, but 

as always Tony [Bardy] and his guys 

worked so hard and it just wasn’t 

meant to be,” said O’Donovan. 

“Our focus will now switch to the next 

round of British Rallycross at Pembrey 

in a few weeks’ time, where we will be 

looking for another consistent finish 

to help our title bid. 

“I went to Silverstone to watch and 

thought it was a very good event. We’re 

focusing on racing in British RX this  

year really, but we are planning to race 

at Loheac [France] and in South Africa 

in World RX, and when the Fiesta is 

ready later in the year maybe we will 

do some more events too.” 

O’Donovan is third in the British RX 

standings, six points behind leader 

Mark Higgins.

Irish Rallycross
By Paul Phelan

Organiser: Carlow Car ClubWhen: May 27Where: Pallas Karting, Tynagh,
County Galway Starters: 45.

DefendingchampionDerekTohill

improvedhischancesof takinga

hat-trickof titlesbykeepinghisunbeaten

recordthisyearwithtotaldomination

of boththeSupercarandSuperFinals

onceagainatTynagh.

IntheSupercarrace,hewas34seconds

clearof DeclanKelly’soldershape

FordFiesta,whileintheSuperFinal,

theCoynebrothersduelledalltheway

forsecondplace,withMichaeljust

gettingthebetterof Willie,26sbehind

theflyingTohill.

TheModifiedFinalwasCoyneversus

Coyneoncemore,withelderbrother

Michaelagainholdingoff fellowformer

NationaltitleholderWilliebylessthan

half asecondthistime.

CiaranMurphyma

intheProductionFin

frontof DamianFarr

Peugeot106.TomO’R

VauxhallNovatookth

British Truck racing ace Ryan Smith 

opened his FIA European Truck 

Racing Championship account with 

a win at Misano on Sunday, bagging 

race four of  the weekend.

Smith’s Italian trip wasn’t without 

drama as his MAN tangled with fellow 

Brit Jamie Anderson in race two, but 

a feisty drive in race three pulled him 

ahead of  veteran Gerd Ko rber into 

eighth place and with it pole for the 

final. Smith led all the way from Sascha 

Lenz (MAN) and Antonio Albacete 

(MAN) but with overtaking difficult, 

race one and three winner Jochen 

Hahn (Iveco) was never a threat, 

while reigning champion Adam 

Lacko’s Freightliner was at the rear 

after broken steering in race three. 

“Yesterday we had a crash and we had 

big damage,’ said Smith. “The guys 

worked till 0500hrs to fix it and we 

missed the free practice. Qualifying 

wasn’t so good, not our normal pace. 

From the problems that we had at 

the beginning of  the weekend, this is 

fantastic. I’m delighted and now we 

move forward to the Hungaroring.”

Smith won 

race four

O’Donovan will 

focus on the UK

honours among the Rally Cars in front of  

the Vauxhall Corsa of  Dick Sheenan.

In the Ford Fiesta Zetec Final, Denis 

McCrudden joined the ranks of  those to 

remain unbeaten this year, despite a 

strong challenge from Eric Fleming.

Junior Final winner Ben Mullins was 

excluded, leaving Michael Ryan, Jack 

Byrne and Christopher Grimes to 

take the top three places.

Results 
Super Final: 1 Derek Tohill (Ford Fiesta) 4m45.15s; 2 Michael Coyne 
(Vauxhall Nova) +25.99s; 3 Willie Coyne (Opel Corsa); 4 Pearse 
Browne (BMW Compact); 5 Declan Kelly (Ford Fiesta); 6 Thomas 
O’Rafferty (Vauxhall Nova). 
Supercar Final: 1 Tohill 4m 49.58s; 2 Kelly +34.37s; 3 Noel Greene 
(Mitsubishi Mirage); no other finishers. 
Modified Final: 1 Michael Coyne 5m11.60s; 2 Willie Coyne +0.35s; 
3 Peter McGarry (Ford Fiesta); 4 Browne; 5 Philip Kelly (Peugeot 
205); 6 Chris Grimes (Vauxhall Nova). 
Production Final: 1 Ciaran Murphy (Peugeot 106) 5m34.61s; 
2 Damian Farrell (Peugeot 106) +12.07s; 3 Eugene Ward (Peugeot 
106); 4 Dermot Gargan (Peugeot 106); no other finishers. 
Rally Cars Final: 1 O’Rafferty 5m30. 01s; 2 Dick Sheenan (Opel 
Corsa) +2.61s; 3 Brian Murphy (Peugeot 106); 4 P J Doyle (Peugeot 
205); 5 Peter O’Brien (Peugeot 205); 6 Joe Downey (Peugeot 106). 
Ford Fiesta Zetec Final: 1 Denis McCrudden 5m50.78s; 2 Eric 

aher; no other finishers. 
an (Ford Fiesta) 5m56.45s; 2 Jack Byrne 
+0.43s; 3 Christopher Grimes (Fiesta); 4 
Kehoe (Fiesta); 5 Aaron Whelan (Nissan 
 6 Eoin Kinsella (Fiesta). 
 Final: 1 Russell Woods (Semog) 

6.12s; 2 Owen Skelly (Semog) +14.50s; 
ther finishers.Tohill was on form

SPORTING SCENE ROUND-UP

Mark Hoppe proved his last win wasn’t 

a fluke with a measured drive to win the 

Derwydd Car Trial on Saturday. 

Initially challenged by Dick Glossop 

and despite a blocked jet in his carburettor 

during a light shower of rain, Hoppe took 

the class win and overall glory narrowly 

from brother-in-law Shawn Franklin. 

Franklin drove superbly to win the new-car 

class from Barrie Parker, who remained in 

his Fiat 600. Gary Preston finally managed 

to overcome niggling issues in his newly 

built Fiat 127 to win the front-wheel-drive 

class completing the podium, ahead of 

Dave Walker who beat Richard Harrison. 

Glossop could only manage fifth overall.

Hoppe had a sublime day to win the 

Matthews Auto Salvage Car Trial 

on Anglesey on Sunday. Rain overnight 

made conditions slippery from the start 

but Hoppe ended a clear winner. 

After a disappointing result on the 

Derwydd, Henry Kitching was back on 

form to win the new-car class and take 

second overall, beating Parker by 20 

points. Parker completed the podium.

Trevor Moffatt also had a better day 

challenging Parker to take fourth place 

overall and beat front-wheel-drive class 

winner Preston.

Duncan Stephens

 Results
Derwydd Car Trial
When: May 26 Where: Llanfihangel Glyn Myfyr Starters: 22.
1 Mark Hoppe (Dutton Melos) 77.3 per cent; 2 Shawn 
Franklin (Citroen Saxo) 78.6 per cent; 3 Gary Preston (Fiat 
127); 4 Barrie Parker (Fiat 600); 5 Dick Glossop (Liege); 6 
Henry Kitching (Vauxhall Corsa); 7 Dave Walker (Vauxhall 
Corsa); 8 Richard Harrison (VW Golf); 9 Trevor Moffatt 
(Vauxhall Corsa); 10 Jon Turner (Ford IS).
Caernarvonshire & Angelsey MC Trial
When: May 27 Where: Anglesey Starters: 21.
1 Hoppe 67.8 per cent; 2 Kitching 70.6 per cent; 3 Parker; 4 
Moffatt; 5 Preston; 6 Franklin; 7 Sion Griffith (Nissan Micra); 
8 Glossop; 9 Lee Matthews (Nissan Micra); 10 David Evans 
(Nissan Micra). 
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Meeke will work to get back to the top

Neil Kirby’s shot of a Hillman Avenger replica testing recently at Mallory Park

Sporting Trials action, sent in by Motorsport News reporter Duncan Stephens

A 2CV on the edge, taken by Gary Hill

Tim Hall’s hillclimbing Alfa picture

GTs at Brands Hatch, by Hannah Doran

Simon Arthell’s Brands photograph

Graham Lomax’s shot from Monte Carlo

Monaco classic action, by Robert Ingham

Peter Atkins’s Blancpain photograph

Chris Collier’s photo from Snetterton

Jon Watt’s BMW, taken by Fay Tilley

An evocative Honda, by Gary Hill

There is a certain amount of sympathy for Kris Meeke at the moment – and a lot of it centres around the way his departure from Citroen w
announced. No punches were pulled by the management of the French team. 

Meeke has already been through extremes in his career. Who can forget his disappointment when the Prodrive Mini WRC programme was canned in 201
That seemed like it was a blow that he couldn’t recover from but he did and turned himself into a regular World Rally Championship round winner. Having be
kicked back down the mountain by Citroen, Meeke will have to start the climb back up again. If there is one thing he has shown in his career so far, it is resilie
He is going to need all of that now.

Many of Meeke’s WRC chums were at Silverstone last weekend for the World Rallycross Championship meeting on the new circuit. They were joined by 
27,000 fans, which was a remarkable turn-out. Congratulations are due to everyone involved in the event.  
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

Northern Irishman will need all of his resolve to restore himself to the limeligh

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!

NEW
WEBSITE
motorsport-news.co.uk



Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk  MAY 30 2018  31

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Autosport Media UK Limited, 
1 Eton Street, Richmond, TW9 1AG, UK

EDITORIAL

Tel: +44 (0) 20 3 405 8149

Like us on Facebook: search ‘Motorsport News’

Twitter: @MNmotorsport

Web: www.motorsport-news.co.uk

Editor Matt James

matt.james@motorsport-news.co.uk

Managing Editor Robert Ladbrook

robert.ladbrook@motorsport-news.co.uk

Group National Editor Jack Benyon

jack.benyon@motorsport.com

Junior Journalist Stephen Lickorish

stephen.lickorish@motorsport-news.co.uk

Junior Journalist Stefan Mackley

stefan.mackley@motorsport-news.co.uk

Group Rallying Editor David Evans

david.evans@autosport.com

Art Editor Mike Stokoe

mike.stokoe@motorsport-news.co.uk

Office Manager Joanne Grove

joanne.grove@motorsport.com

 

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

Historics editor Paul Lawrence

Rallycross editor Hal Ridge

Grand Prix columnists Anthony Rowlinson, 
James Roberts, Stuart Codling

Origination/Repro Dave Sternberg

 

Photography LAT Images: Steven Tee, Glenn 
Dunbar, Sam Bloxham, Zak Mauger

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS/BACK ISSUES

Motorsport News, FREEPOST, 3 Queensbridge, 
Northampton NN4 7BF

UK 0344 848 8834

Overseas +44 (0)1604 251 457

Email help@asm.secureorder.co.uk

 

ADVERTISING

Tel: +44 (0) 203 405 8110 (Display) or

+44 (0) 203 405 8109 (Classified)

Advertising deadline Monday 12 noon

Sales Manager James Robinson

Display Sales Executive Jonathan King

Classified Sales Ben Kavanagh 

PUBLISHING

Group Publishing Manager Sunita Davies

 

MANAGEMENT

Director of Subscriptions and Marketing 
Laura Paterson

Editor-in-chief Autosport Media UK
Andrew van de Burgt

Publishing Director Stuart Williams

Managing Director Geoff Love

© 2018 Autosport Media UK Limited

Reproduction in whole or in part of any text, 
photograph or illustration without written  
permission from the publisher is strictly prohibited. 
While due care is taken to ensure the contents 
of Motorsport News are accurate, the publishers 
and printers cannot accept liability for omissions 
and errors.

 

Advertisements are accepted for publication in 
Motorsport News only upon Autosport Media 
UK Limited’s Standard Terms of Acceptance of 
Advertising, copies of which are available from the 
Motorsport News advertising sales department.

Registered as a Newspaper with Consignia

 

Printed by Sheffield Web

Distributed by Seymour, 2 Poultry Avenue, 
London, EC1A 9PT

Published every Wednesday by Autosport Media 
UK Limited, 1 Eton Street, Richmond, Surrey, 
TW9 1AG, UK

 

Autosport Media UK Limited is a division of

Motorsport Network LLC

PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS,VIEWS AND REPORTS

NEXT WEEK OUT WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6

LISTINGS

RACING
SATURDAY

OultonPark,Cheshire
CSCCmeeting:TinTops,Swinging
Sixties,FutureClassics,Magnificent
7s,ModernClassics,NewMillennium,
TurboTinTopsStarts racing from
1300hrs (qualifying from0830hrs)
Admissionadult£16,under13 free
Webmsv.com
Contact08434539000

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
Thruxton,Hants

50thAnniversaryMeeting:Mini
Miglia,MiniSe7en,HistoricFF1600,
GuardsTrophy,WoodcoteTrophy/
StirlingMossTrophy,HistoricTouring
Cars,Thruxtonsingle-seatersStarts

Saturday, racing from1400hrs
(qualifying from0900hrs)Sunday,
racing from0855hrsAdmission

adult£20,under15 freeWebbarc.net
Contact01264882200

Silverstone,Northants
MGCCMGLive:PorscheClub,
Sports2000,MGCup,Midgetand
Sprites,BCV8, Iconic50s,MG
Trophy,CockshootCup,EquipeGTS,
EquipePre ’63StartsSaturday,
racing from1230hrs (qualifying from
0900hrs)Sunday, racing from
1110hrs (qualifying from0900hrs)
Admission£25under15 free
Websilverstone.co.uk
Contact08704588260

DoningtonPark,Leics
KartGP:ClassicFF1600,
Clubmans,MightyMinis,MGOC,
KumhoBMWStartsSaturday, racing
from1605hrs (qualifying from
0905hrs)Sunday, racing from
0905hrsAdmissionadult£16,
under13 freeWebmsv.com
Contact08434539000

BrandsHatch,Kent
BRSCCmeeting:TCR,FF1600,
MazdaMX-5,Caterham310R,

TV GUIDE
Tune in for highlights from the 

second round of the new-for-2018 

TCR UK Championship at 

Knockhill (Thursday, 1900-

1930hrs), where Daniel Lloyd 

attempted to continue his 

perfect start to the season 

from Silverstone.

The latest instalment from the 

Great History of the 24 Hours 

of Le Mans comes from 2013 

(Friday,1400-1600hrs),asAudi

returnedhavingtakenthefirst

winforahybridcaratthe

enduranceracetheyearbefore.

Buttheracewastobemarredby

tragedyasAstonMartin’sAllan

Simonsenwaskilledinacrash.

There’sactionfromthesecond

roundof the PorscheSupercup

fromMonteCarlo.WouldMichael

LIVE TV

TV PICK

Caterham 270R, Caterham 
Roadsport, Caterham Academy, 
HRDC Touring Greats, HRDC Coys 
Trophy Starts Saturday, racing from 
1405hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs) 
Sunday, racing from 1000hrs 
Admission adult £16, under 13 free 
Web msv.com 
Contact 0843 453 9000

Cadwell Park, Lincs
BRSCC meeting: F1000, Porsches, 
Mazda MX-5, BMW Compact, Fiesta, 
Fiesta Junior, Alfa Romeo Starts 
Saturday, racing from 1350hrs 
(qualifying from 0900hrs) Sunday, 
racing from 0925hrs (qualifying from 
0900hrs) Admission adult £16, 
under 13 free Web msv.com 
Contact 0843 453 9000

RALLYING
SUNDAY

Epynt, Powys
Welsh Marches Mini Epynt Stages

Starts 0900hrs Admission Free 
Web herefordshiremotorclub.co.uk

Rathkeale, County 
Limerick
Rathkeale House Hotel Circuit of 

Munster Stages Rally

Starts 1000hrs Admission Free  
Web limerickmc.ie

SPORTING SCENE
SATURDAY/SUNDAY

Shelsley Walsh, 
Worcestershire
MSA British Hillclimb

Starts 0900hrs both days
Admission adult £10, under 16 free
Web britishhillclimb.co.uk

SUNDAY
Buxton, Derbyshire

BriSCA F1 Starts 1300hrs
Admission TBC Web brisca.com

Details correct at time of press

European
Formula 3:
Hungaroring

Race 1: Saturday,
1000-1100hrs, BT Sport 1

Race 2: Sunday,
1000-1100hrs, BT Sport 1

Race 3: Sunday,
1600-1700hrs, BT Sport 1

IndyCar:
Detroit

Race 1: Saturday,
2030-2300hrs, BT Sport 2

Race 2: Sunday,
2030-2300hrs, BT Sport 1

F1000’s latest races take place at Cadwell Park this weekend

2018 LE MANS 24 HOURS 
ALONSO 
SEEKS 
TRIPLE 
CROWN 
GLORY

Blancpain GT
Endurance Cup: 
Paul Ricard

Race: Saturday, 1625-2315hrs

Ammermuller, 2017 champion and 

winner from the first round, be 

able to cash in at Monaco’s famous 

casino or would he lose his lead in 

the standings. Tune in on Saturday 

(1400-1430hrs) to find out.

And speaking of the Principality, 

watch the best moments from 

the Grand Prix De Monaco 

Historique as a range of  rare 

and sublime cars took to the 

streets in slippery and 

treacherous conditions 

(Sunday, 1830-1930hrs).

The 2013 edition of the Le Mans 24 Hours was marred by tragedy

American Ed Carpenter started on 

pole for the 102nd-running of  the 

Indianapolis 500 – his third career 

Indy pole – but could he convert that 

into a maiden win in the Great 

American Race? Tune in for the best 

highlights (Friday, 1700-1800hrs, BT 

Sport ESPN), as Danica Patrick took 

partinthefinalraceof hercareer

andTakumaSatoattemptedto

repeathiswinningperformance

fromayearago.

Carpenter on pole for Indy 500

NASCAR:
Pocono

Race: Sunday, 
1830-2300hrs, 
Premier Sports

NASCAR heads

to Pocono

SIX-PAGE PREVIEW 

GTE PR
BATTLE  

ASTON 
MARTIN V 

BMW V 
CORVETTE V 

FERRARI V 
FORD V 

PORSCHE

CAN 
TOYOTA 
FINALLY 

WIN?

Blancpain action




















