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THE NAGA. 

That large extent of mountainous country, bounded on the west by 

the Kopili river, the great southern bend of the Barak, and the eastern 

frontier of Tipperah, in nearly east longitude 83° ; on the north by the 

valley of Asam ; on the east and south•east by the h_ills dividing Asam 
from the Bor-Khamti country in longitude 97°, and the valley of the 

Kyendrens; and on the south by an imaginary line, nearly correspond-
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ing with the 23rd degree of north latitude, is inhabited by numerous 
tribes of Highlanders, known to the Asamese by the general name of 
N agaB. Whatever may be the o:rigin of the word, it Bppears th11t the 

appellation is entirely unknown to any of the hill tribes themselves. 

They are divided into numerous communities or mccsJ and they know 

themselves by the designations of their respective tribes only, and not 
by any name common to all the races. 

There appear however to be some marks by which these tribes are 

distinguished from their neighbours, and some common ties by which 

they are all bound together as one people, though at present divided 

into tribes by a diversity of dialects. These dialects are sometimes so 

different that two adjoining tribes cannot converse together, except 

through the medium of a third dialect common to both ; yet they are 

said to intermarry and form connexions and alliances with each other, 

which they do not do with tribes not belonging to the Naga community. 
The Na.gas also appear in general to be distinguished f'l'om theil' 

neighbours by physical conformation; for though there is much differ

ence in this respect amongst them, yet they are in common remarkable 
for extremely coarse, savage countenances, and dull, timid, heavy dispo• 
sitio11s. 

:My investigations, for the present, have been confined to the dialect 

spoken by the Namsangiyas, a tii.be occupying the hills near the sources 

of the Boori Dihiog river. To the Rev. Mr. Bronson of' Nowgong, I 

am indebted for the valuable aid he has afforded me in these enquiries. 

OF NouNs. 

Comparatively copious as is the grammatical apparRtus of this lan
guage, it possesses no affixes by which to designate the cases of its 

nouns. 
The Genitive ~se is denoted merely by the jnxta-position of the two 

substantives, the former being understood to be in the genitive. 

K.ien ngiupo phyet-6, Milk tke goat, (or literally,) draw tke goat's 
milk. 

In the other oblique cases, the noun is followed by the clistinguishing 
adjunct, Nang ; sometimes with, though more frequently without the 
addition of a post-positive particle. 

Ilam-nang vanr6, Bring a mat. 

fra minyaog-nang lako.t.ak, I gave it to tl,at man_. 
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Sl'i.n-nro1g lam~6, Put it in tlie Bun. 

Jo-nang Kien-o, Fill it 1.vith watei'. 

The particles Ma and Pa arc frequently used as affixes to nouns 

singular, but they seem to be merely euphonic, aud have no definite 

signification attached to them. 

The particle He, is employed in the same manner, but only in cases 

where plurality is implied. It is, however, often omitted ; and then 
the plural number is distinguished by the collective or pllll'al idea 

expressed by the noun, or by the addition of a numeral adjective. 

The difference of gender in indh·iduals of the human family is denoted 

by distinct terms ; in the case of all other animals, the appellatives 
Pong) male, and N yang, female, are added to the noun. 

Jl,fasculine. Feminine. 

Mi-oyau, man. 

Dela, liusbanrl. 

Va, father. 
f pho, broth et. 
N{an-pong, a bull. 

llli-pong, a dog. 

Kien-116ng, a he-[!oat. 

Dehiek, woman. 

Taug-ngy{t, wife. 

r ng-yong, motlie1'. 

fng-yah, s2'.ster. 

Man-11ybng, a cow. 

Hu-11yongt a bitr:Tt. 
Kien-nyong, a slie-goat. 

OF ADJECTIVES, 

In composition, an adjective invariably follows the noun it serves to 
qualify. 

1 2 3 4 5 l 2 5 4 3 

r ra kien ngiu-po asan ko-a, tltat goat gives f!OOd milk. 

Adjectives in this language admit of no variations expressive of num

ber, case, or gender, or even of the degrees of comparison. But as the 

comparison of one person or thing with another so as to ascertain the 
relative quality possessed by each, must necessarily exist in every lan

guage, we find that the general mode of forming comparison among the 

Namsangi.yas, is merely by placing the adjective after the noun with 

which the comparison is made, the noun being put in the oblique form. 

Nga.ma ira rni-nyan-nang alo, I am tatter tlian that man, or literally, I 

that man tall, 
NgG.ma iranangma aja ilamang, I want m01·e than that. 

Jo or Linjo is often added to an adjective to express a quality as exist~ 

ing in the highest degree. 
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fra dehiek phangsan jo, that 'Wommi is very handsome, 
l(ra anma asan linj6, that fruit ia e:cceedin9ly nice. 

NUMERALS, 

[APRIL, 

The numeral system of tl1e Namstngiy!s is emphatically decimal

of the ten fingers. Thus they count. 

I. Vanthe. 3. Vanram. 5. Banga. 7. fng-it. 9. Ikhu. 
2. Vanyi. 4. Bell. 6. frok. 8. Isat. 10. fchi. 

e.nd then throwing their fingers in an imaginary heap they exclaim, 

Ruak, a decade. 
1 I. I chi van the, 1 o+ 1. 20. Runk nyi, two decades. 

12. fchi vanyi, 10+2. 30. Ruak ram, tltree decade&. 
13. Ichi vanram, 10+3, &c. 40. Ruak beli,/our decadea. 

and so on till they come to Cha, a ltundred. 

100. Cl1a-the. 300. Cha ram, &c. 
200. Cht-nyi. Chi fohi, ten hundred or I 000. 

0.1i• PRO~OU?<iS, 

The personal pronouns are, Nga, I; Nang, t'liou ,· and Ate, lte, a'1.e, 
or it. As the pronoun, is next to the vet'b, the most important part o( 

speech, and that from which the verb chiefly derives its precision, we 
find in this language the use of clistiuct terms to express the plural 
number. They are, Nima, we,· NcmlL, ye,· and Sening, tAt!fJ. 

In, what we have termed, the oblique form, these pronouns take the 

particle Nang after them, as in the case of nouns. 
Nganang. Nangnang. Atieng. 
Nimanang. Nemanang. Seningnang. 

Atien~ appears to be merely a contracted fonn of Ate-nang, the one 

term is as commonly used as the other. 
The po88e8aive pronouns are r, my or our ; M,, thy or your ; and K., 

his, or their. They ar~ invariably usod before the nouns with which 
they are connected. 

A".rapa i lab, this (is) my kite 
1\16.ma va ngy6ng-nang ve6, lioHour thy father and mother. 

In this sentence the first syllable ma, is the pronoun, the second 
cuphonic particle. 

A:nappa ajun j6, his ltair (is) very soft. 
The particle rang, is often added to the above pronouns. 

I'rang m6k itonga., the horse i.s mine. 
Xrang hum itonga1 tke koMe i, ku. 
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The demonsfrative pronouns are, ~ra tliis; and I'ra, that, with their 

plurals A'.:rahe, these, and frahe, tltu8e. They precede the nouns they 

serve to point out. 
f ra khat-pa ilamang, I want that clotli. ~ra-pa jo-k6, d1"ink thi8 

water. 
The interrogat-ive pronouns are Hana or Ha.nma, who ? and whicli ? 

and Chenna, wliat t 

OF VERBS. 

'l'he Na.msangiya verb appears to be the most interesting part of its 
grammar. It has but one form of conjugation, and the various modifi

cations of an action are expressed by the addition of terminations to 

the verb expressing the action. The terminations are the same in both 

the singular and the plural numbers. 

Thieu, TO PUT, 

INDICATIVE Moon. Present tense. 

I. Thien-ang, I put. 2. Thien-o, tliou puttest. 3. Thien-a, or e, 
ke puts. 

Past tense. I. Thicn-tak, I did put. 2. Thien-t6, thou didst put. 
3. Thien-ta, he did put. 

Petfect tense. l. La~thien-tak, I liave put. 2. La-thien-to., tlwu 

hast put. 3. La-thien-ta, he ha8 put. 

Future tense. I. 1-thien-ang, 2. I-thien-6, 3. 1-thien-a, or e. Gerund. 

Thien-rang. Participle continuati·ve. Thicn-lima, or lama. 
The Imperative form is the same as that of the 2nd person Present 

tense. 

When it is necessary to give a eond·itional 01· 8UOjunctive force to the 
verb, the particle O1ko is affixed. to the verb in its various forms. 

Thienang oko, if I put, Thiem> oko, if tlwu put. Thiena oko, if lie 

put, &c. &c. 
The potential form, used to express power or ability, is denoted by 

the use of the verb Ta, to be able, as an auxiliary. 

Ta thienang, I can, put. 

In conjunction with this form of the verb, we find a peculiar use 

made of the possessive, instead of the personal pronoun. Thus instead 
of saying Nga ta-thienang, I can put . Nang ta-thien6, tltou canst put, 

we find the conYeutional form to be, 
2 u 
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J. ft! thienang, I can put. 2. Ma.ta thieno, t'/iou canat put. 3. Ati 
thient, '/ie ca:n put. 

The negative form is denoted by the addition of the negative particle 
Mak, to the auxiliary verb. 

I. Ita. mak thienang, I cannot put. 2. Mata mak thieno, tMU canst 

not put. 3. Ata mak thiena, he cannot put. 

When t11 e neceBsity of an act is to be expressed, Thing is com
pounded with the verbal root. 

Nga thien thing, I mu8t put. Nang thien thing, f/,,rnJ, must put. Ate 
thien thing, he mu&t put. 

Pr<>liibitfon is expressed by the use of the negative particle Mak, or 
Nak, immediately before the verbal root. 

Ma dak nak sak6. do not lay your hand (cm it). 
fnang mak kan6, do not go there. 

To express simple negation the particle Mak, or M;j. is put after the 
root of the verb . 

.i(ra hu-ma kak m,, tkat dog doe& not '6ite. 
1£ ingyong-ma k6m4-ta, Aia (01· her) mother rlid not give (it). 
Minya.n moot aho dang-m,-oko, if tAe. man ha.a ,eot any WOt'k. 

Interrogation is denoted by the particles ne, a, or le added to the 
end of the sentence. 

Jo alo le ? is tke water deep ? 
Nang-ma chenna lam-6 a? wltat do you seek? 

Maja nang s6ijang m.S, luto nc ? aid you not catch a pea-fowl yes
terday? 

OP ADVERBS. 

Adverbs arc used to qualify verbs and adjectives; and in ~omposition 
they usually precede the verb, and follow the adjective. 

J(chanma, fast. .Xch~nma 1 n-6, hold f a8t. 

Jo, very. rra nata-ma alang jo, that ooy (i8) very cros,. 

Taja., to-day. 
Ni-nap, to-morrow. 

:Maja, ye11terday. 

Dokko, now. 
.Knang, kere. 

fnang, t'li~re. 

H~ lb, afar. 

Rangjanang, in the eveni-ng. 

Rankhanang, in tke morning. 

Khor6k, quickly • 

Are, ,lowly. 
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The CoNJUNCTJONS are 
r rokov'-, and. Ir66komin, hut. 
Min, ,komin, ako. Chemngma, for, 6ecause, ~-c. 

Ok6, if. 
PosT-PosITIVE PARTICLES are used in this language in the same 

manner as the prepositions of occidental tongues. 
Pung~ witl,,. Nyuna.ng, within. Akhan, under. Va.from. 
Ny11, in. Khonang, upon. Du mnang, by means of. 

SENTENCES. 

Rang i-patha, It l~ill rain. 

Khat-hup vanro, Bring an umbrella. 

San-ma lang-ma sai hang, Tlie 8U1l. is very hot. 
Ma danang mak acha.ng jo, Your feet are very dirty. 
Jonang k~l-o ma suan-o, Go to tl,,e ri'ver and waBk them. 

N angma chcn moot i-t.a-moo? What work can. you do ? 
N angmi chen ngait-o ? What do you say ? 
N giimli ngin mathu ma.th6ithak, iraphima nang nak tho thoo, Do not 

talk when I am 8J)eakin9. 
N angm6. moot moot rang nak lako, Do not forget to do your work. 

Ngi idak matuma suantak, ate la-ka4 t,, He went when I waa wa&A
in!J my II.and$. 

Ma dak sutunpa j6-nang lumsu-o, Dip the end of your .finger in 
water. 

Nangmi ma jet-koko, a.tema chen i-kh~saka, If you do not lttww then 
he will s/wu, you. 

Katakrang van the it6nga, There is one God. 
fra katakrang-pa rang tiek-ta, Tki.s God built the lieavena. 

Ate-mah~ min tiek-ta, He created the earth. 
Nga, naog-nang, hueri minyan nang tiekta, He made me and you 

and aU men. 
Bang abing h4 h6 acaong, j 6 a dong, san, d~fe, merik achum, tiekta, 

The g1"een tree, tke kigJ,, hill, the great water, tl,,e ,run, the moon, the 

,nining ,tar,, he made. 
Phang-tang lat-nang ekhe-6, He aee4 in all place&. 
Ra.ngvonang mar6 ekhe-,, rang-ngyak-nang min iro ekhe-a, ~, he 

,eea in light, 10 he aee8 in darlmeu, 

2 u 2 
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TeE LonD's PRAYER. 

fra ni rang nang tongte Va, ma ming puja cben danga, ma nok 
ngyarang chen songa ; rang nang mar6a, hoa h~nang madaku ch.en 
s6nga. Teja ni aphak achfli ninang k6hi. 11 rokovu nJ tha•pctena.ng 
nima marorang lieta.Iig, irarangrang ni thlipe p~ tinghi. Ninang toam
nang nak kathi, ikova nfoang cham cho tuk6 pamhi; chenma roantang 
r6anjang nok, akomin chan, akomin m6hima, urahe marang, ir6 chen 
danga:. 
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