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“Let us make a name for ourselves before we are scattered 
abroad upon the face of the whole earth.”
        Genesis, 11:4
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��ƵśƷŚƾŬ���ƹŷƸǅŎ��ƮƁƷ�ƽ���ƵŚŷƸƴƯśƀ��ƺťƄŹȘ��ƮƁƷ��ʀŞ�ɅƐśşŤźŚ��Ʈǡ��Ȋǅ�ɄźŚŻƧŻŞ�ŽȋŻƳ�ȱťƀŚƾŴ
�Żǅśƞƞƞƀ��ƺŞ��ŮŻƐ��ƶǅŚ�ɄŚŻŬŚ�źŶ���ţƞƞƞƀŚ���ƵʨśƞƞƞƁƷśǆƳ��ɄżƽŻƳŚ��ƮƞƞƞƁƷ��ƦǅŻƐ�żŚ���ƵśƷŚƾŬƾƷƽ
�Ʉśƻ�ƺƳśƸƅƷŚŶ��ƶǅŚ�ņɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ƵŚŷƸƴƯśƀ��ƂżźŚśŞ��ŢŚŻƐśŴ�ƽ�śƻ�ƺŞŻŭŤ�śŤ�ŷǅŷƷƾǆǢŞ��ƵśƷśƞƞƞƀź�Ʉźśǅ

��ŷƸƀŻŞ��ţşŨ��ƺŞ�ŶƾƄŻǅŶ��ƺȌƷŎ�żŚ��ƮşƧ�ņ�ƹŷƷż
��ƱśŭƷŚ��ƵƾȘśƷƾȘ��ŶŚŻƣŚ�śŞ��ƺşŰśƉƳ�ǈǐǐ�ĵśƘƾƴŭƳ��ƹŷƸǅŎ�ɄśƼƯśƀ�źŶ��ƺȋ��ţƞƞƞƀŚ��ƶǅŚ�ŽȋŻƳ��ơŷƻ
��ƵŚŻǅŚ�ŶƾƼǅ��ųǅźśŤ�ȰźśŞ�źŶ��ƺťƄƾƷ�ƽ�ŷƸƀ�Ŷƾşƴȋ��ƵŚɹŬ�ņŽȋŻƳ��ƶǅŚ�ŶśŭǅŚ�źŶ�ɅưƈŚ��ơŷƻ�ŷƻŶ
�ȰŷƸǅŎ�źŶ�ŷƸȋ�ɅƳ��ƃƄƾȋ��ŽȋŻƳ���ţƀŚ�ɅƻśƤƄ��ųǅźśŤ��ȰǿƽŻǡ�żŚ��ɼƣŻȘ�Ʉźśǅ�śŞ��ƵśƼŬŻƀŚŻƀ�źŶ

�ŷƸȋ��ŻǅŚŶ��ſưŭƷŎ�ſĹƯ�źŶ�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ�ŶśƸƀŚ�ƽ�ƾǆƄźŎ�ɄŚŻŞ��ɅƙƴťŭƳ��ȊǅŶŽƷ
�ŻƈśƙƳ��ųǅźśŤ�ȱťƄź��ƵŚŻșƅƻƽȀǡ�śŤ�ŷƸȋ�ɅƳ�źŚŽȘŻŞ�ɅưưƴƯŚ�ʀŞ��ſƷŚŻƤƸȋ��Ȋǅ��ƺƯśƞƞƞƀ��ƺƴƻ�ŽȋŻƳ
�ȱƘƾƴŭƳ�ņ�ſƷŚŻƤƸȋ�Żƻ��Ƶśƞƞƞǅśǡ�żŚ��ſǡ��ŶźƽŎ��Ʋƻ�ŶŻȘ��ƵśƞƞƞƼŬ�ŻƞƞƞƀŚŻƀ�żŚ�Śź�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ
�ŻƈśƙƳ��ųǅźśŤ�źŶ�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ��ƵŚƾƸƘ��ţűŤ��Ŝśťȋ��ŷưŬ��Ȋǅ�źŶ��ƹŷƄ�ƺŘŚźŚ�Ʉśƻ�ɅƷŚɽŵƞƞƞƀ

�ŷǅŶŻȘ��ŷƻŚƾŴ�ŻƅťƸƳ
�ņɅƴƻŶŚ�ɅŞŶ�ɅǅŚŻŬŚ��Ţőǆƻ�ɄśƍƘŚ���ţƀŚ��ƹŷƄ�ɄźŚŹȘ�ƵśǆƸŞ�źśƄŻƀ�śƴƻ��ƏƀƾŤ��ŮŻƐ��ƶǅŚ
�ņŷƸƴŤŶśƙƀ��žśǅ�ņźśƄŻƀ��ƶƳƾƻ�ņźśƄŻƀ�śƴƻ�ņźśșťƀź�śƷśƁȋź�ņ�ƲǆŰŻƯŶ�ŚźŷƷśƀ�ņŷǅƽśŬśƷśƁȋź

�ŷƸťƁƻ�ŷƸƳźƾƷ��ŮŻƣ�ƽ�ɅƷśƷƾǅ�Żűƀ

ŻƈśƙƳ��ųɆźśŤ�źŶ��ɅƷŚŻɆŚ��ƵśɆŶƾƼɆ
ŻƈśƙƳ�ųɆźśŤ�źŶ�ɅƷŚŻɆŚ��ƵśɆŶƾƼɆ����ƺƷśɇƯśƀ��ɅưưƴƯŚ�ʀŞ��ſƷŚŻƤƸȋ��ʀƳƾƀ

�Žưɇƻ�ɷźƾŞ�óśȌɆŻƳŚ�ƵśȘŷƸƁɆƾƷ�ɄśȌɆŷƸƀ�źŶ
ǇǏǏǍ�ɹƳŚƾƷ�ǈǉ�ƽ�ǈǈ

�ƲǆǆŰ��Ƶśƴǆưƀ�żƽźŶŚż��ʀƴƻŶ�ƽ�ŷƉȌǅ�ȰźŚƽŶśǅ��ɹƳŚƾƷ�ǈǈ��ƺşƸƄ
 

�ɅƴǅŷƧ�ŶśƸƀŚ�ƽ��ſȌƘ��ƹśșƅǅśƴƷ��ƃǅśƅȘ
ŷƸťƁƳ��Ʋưǆƣ�ņ�ƲǆǆŰ��Ƶśƴǆưƀ�ŚżŻǆƳ

�ƹśƸǡ�ţŭŰ��žśşƘ�ƽ�źśƄŻƀ�śƴƻ��ȉɻƅƳ�ȱťŴśƀ
ƹŶŽƷśǡ



ǇǏǏǍ�ɹƳŚƾƷ�ó�ƭśŞŻȌƀŚ�ɅșƸƻŻƣ�ŽȋŻƳ�ƽ�ƹżƾƳ�źŶ�ɅƷŚŻɆŚ�ƵśɆŶƾƼɆ�ɅťƸƀ�ŪŚƽŶżŚ�ƹśșƅɆśƴƷ�żŚ�ɅƁȌƘ



�ƶɆżśƜŎ��ƶŵƀ
�ɄƾƸƙƳ�Ʉźśǅ�ŷƻśƄ��ƵŚƽŚŻƣ�źśŵťƣŚ�śŞ�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ�ɅƻśƤƄ��ųǅźśŤ�ŽȋŻƳ�ņ�ţƄŹȘ��ƺȋ�ɷśƀ�źŶ
�Żǅśƀ�ƽ�ŶśƸƀŚ�ƽ�śƼƁȌƘ�ɄźƽŎŶŻȘ�ņśƻ�ƺşŰśƉƳ��ŮŻƐ�ɄŚŻŬŚ��ƺŞ��ƵŚŷƸƳ�ƺƧʩƘ�żŚ�ɄźśǆƁŞ�ɷśƳ�ƽ
�ņƾǅƽŎ�ƮŤ��ƹśșƅƷŚŶ��ƺưƴŬ�żŚ��ƹśșƅƷŚŶ�ƽ��ƺƁƀœƳ��ƶǅŷƸǭ�śŤ�śƼťǆƯśƙƣ��ƶǅŚ�ȱƸƳŚŶ��ŶƾŞ�ŽȋŻƳ�ɄśƼťǆƯśƙƣ
�ƽ�ŚźƾǢƀśǅŶ��ȰżƾƳ��Ƶƾǭ�ɄɹťƙƳ�ɅƅƻƽȀǡ�ŽȋŚŻƳ�ƽ�ɄŚ�ƭŚ�Ʌƀƾǅ�ņ�ƭśŞŻȌƀŚ�ɅșƸƻŻƣ�ŽȋŻƳ�ƽ��ƹżƾƳ

�ŷƄ��ƹŷǆƅȋ��ƾǅƽʩŤ��ƹśșƅƷŚŶ��ƺŞ��ƺťƁŞŚƽ�ŚźƾǢƀśǅŶ�ɅŤśƨǆƨűŤ�ɄƾťǆťƁƷŚ
��ƱśŭƷŚ�Ʉśƻ�ƺşŰśƉƳ�ƽ�Ŷśťƅƻ�ƽ�ŷƉťƤƻ��ƲƧź�żŚ��ƹŷƄ�ɄźƽŎŶŻȘ�ŶśƸƀŚ�ƽ�śƼƁȌƘ�ņŽȋŻƳ�ƾǆƄźŎ�źŶ

���ţƄŹȘ�ŶƾƷ�żŻƳ�żŚ��ƹŷƄ
�żŚ�ɅƼŬƾŤ��ƮƞƞƞŞśƧ��ƃŵŞ��ƺȋó�śƼưťƳ�ƽ�ɅťƸƞƞƞƀ�ɄśƻżŚƽŎ�ņśƻŚŻǆƞƞƞƄ�ɄźƽŎŶŻƞƞƞȘ�źśȋ�ņ�ƵśƞƞƞƳŽƴƻ
�Ʉƾƞƞƞƀ�żŚ�żƽź�Żƻ�ƽ��ƺťƣśǅ��ƺƳŚŶŚ�ŽǆƷ�ó��ţƞƞƞƁƻ��ƵŚŻǅŚ�ɄśƼƷśťƞƞƞƀŻƼƄ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ�ȱƷśǆƳśƘ�ȗƸƻŻƣ

�ŶŶŻȘ�ɅƳ��ƺƣśƌŚ��ƺƘƾƴŭƳ��ƶǅŚ��ƺŞ��ƵƾȘśƷƾȘ�Ʉśƻ�ƺƷŚŻŤ�ƽ�ɅƷŷǆƸƄ�ɄśƻŚƾƷ��ƵŚŷƸƳ�ƺƧʩƘ
�¯ɅƷŚŷƴƻ��ƦƤƅƳ°�ņ¯ŶƽŚŶ�ɅƷ��ƵśŴ�ɅƍŤŻƳ°�ŷƸťƞƞƞƁƳ��Ʋưǆƣ�żƽŻƳŚ�śŤ�ɄżśƀŷƸťƁƳ��ƃŵŞ�źŶ

��ţƀŚ��ƹŷƄ��ƺǆƼŤ�¯żƽŻƳŚ��ƵŚŻǅŚ�źŶ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ�óɻƀŚ��ƵŚŷƷżŻƣ°�ƽ�¯�ƲǆǆŰ��ƵśƴǆưƀŚżŻǆƳ°
�ƽ��ƹżƾƳ�źŶ�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ�ȱƣŻƜ�ŶśŭǅŚ�ƽ�¯ɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ�ɅťƸƞƞƞƀ�ɅƞƞƞƀƽŻƘ°��ƹśșƞƞƞƅǅśƴƷ�ɄźŚŽȘŻŞ
��ƺŞ��Ʊżʨ��Ʈǅśƀƽ�ɄŚŷƻŚ�ƽ��ƵŚŷƸƳ�ƺƧʩƘ�żŚ��ɼƣŻȘ�Ʉźśǅ�śŞ��ſưŭƷŎ�ſĹƯ��ƭśŞŻȌƞƞƞƀŚ�ɅșƸƻŻƣŽȋŻƳ
��ƺƷśǆƯśƀ��ſƷŚŻƤƸȋ��ʀƳƾƀ��ƃǅśƅȘ�śŞ��ƵśƳŽƴƻ�ǇǏǏǍ�ɹƳŚƾƷ�ǈǈ�żƽź��ƹśșƅǅśƴƷ��ƶǅŚ��ŷǆƀź�ƱśŭƷŚ

�ŶƾŞ�ŻǅŚŶ��ƹśƳ��ţƅƻ��ŢŷƳ��ƺŞ�ǇǏǏǎ��ƺǆŘƽǿ�ǌ�śŤ�ƽ�ŷǅŶŻȘ��żśŞ��ƱƾƴƘ�ŷǅŶżśŞ�ɄŚŻŞ
��Ȋǅ�ƆśƉťŴŚ�ŷƄ��ƺƣśƌŚ�ŽȋŻƳ�ɄśƼťǆƯśƙƣ��ƺŞ�ǇǏǏǍ��ƭśƀ�żŚ��ƺȋ�ɅƅŵŞ��ƶǅŻŤ�ţǆƴƻŚ�śŞ�ƽ��ƶǅŻŤ�ƹżśŤ
��Ȋǅ��ƏƀƾŤ��ɅƁǆưșƷŚ�śǅ�Ʌƀźśƣ��ƵśŞż��ƺŞ���ƹŷƄ��ƺŘŚźŚ��ƃƻƽȀǡ��ƶǅɻƼŞ��ƺŞ��ƺƷśǆƯśƀ�ɄŷƨƷ�ȰŽǅśŬ
�ɄƽŎ��ųǅźśŤ��ƶǅŚ�śŤ���ţƀŚ�ŻƈśƙƳ��ųǅźśŤ�źŶ�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ�ȰźśŞ�źŶ�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ƵŚƾŬ�ɄƾŭƞƞƞƅƷŚŶ

�ŷƷŚ�ƹŷƄ��ƹŽǅśŬ��ƶǅŚ��ƱƽŶ�ƽ��ƭƽŚ��ƵśȘŷƷŻŞ��ƵśǆƀśǆƯŚ��ƶưƻ�ƽ�ɄŷǅƽŚŶ
ǇǏǏǏ��ƺǅƾƷŚǿ

�ƹŷƤƻ



�ɅƷŚŻɆŚ��ƵśɆŶƾƼɆ�ɅƻśƤƄ�ųɆźśŤ�ŽȋŻƳ

 �ƺŞ

��ƵśǆƀśǆƯŚ��ƶưƻ

��ʀƳƽŶ�ȰŷƷŻŞ

¯�ƹŶŚż�Ƣƀƾǅ��ŜƾǅŚ°�ɅƴưƘ��ƃƻƽȀǡ�ȰŽǅśŬ
 źŶ

�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ�ɄŶƾƼǅ��ŢśƙƯśƑƳ

ŷǅƾȘ�ɅƳ��ƂśŞŶśƄ

��ƹŷƄ��ƺŘŚźŚ��ƃƻƽȀǡ��ƶǅɻƼŞ��ƺŞ�ɄŚ�ƹȀǅƽ�ȰŽǅśŬ��ƺƯśƀ��ƺƴƻ�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ�ɅƻśƤƞƞƞƄ��ųǅźśŤ�ŽȋŻƳ
�ŷƻŶ�ɅƳ��ƆśƉťŴŚ�ŻƈśƙƳ��ųǅźśŤ�źŶ�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ��ȰźśŞźŶ�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ�ɄƾŭƅƷŚŶ��Ȋǅ��ƏƀƾŤ

�ŶŻȋ��ƭśƀźŚ�ŽȋŻƳ�ɻƣŶ��ƺŞ��ƭśƀ��ƭƾƐ�źŶ��ƵŚƾŤ�ɅƳ�Śź��ŢʨśƨƳ��ƮƈŚ�śǅ��ƺƈʩŴ

��ŽǅśŬ��ƶǅŚ�ɄŚŷƻŚ�ƽŚ�Ʉźśǅ�śŞ��ƺȋ��ƹŶŚż�Ƣƞƞƞƀƾǅ��ƺƷŚƽŻǡ�żŚ�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ�ɅƻśƤƞƞƞƄ��ųǅźśŤ�ŽȋŻƳ
�ɄźŚŽșƀśǢƀ�ņ�ţƀŚ��ƹŷǅŶŻȘ�ŻǅŹǡ�ƵśȌƳŚ��ƹŶŚż�Ƣƀƾǅ��ŜƾǅŚ�Ŷśǅ�ƹŷƷż��ƱśƷ��ƺŞ�ȱƷśǆƯśƀ�ɅǅƾŭƅƷŚŶ�
�ƵśƷż�ɄśƼƷśťƀŚŶ���ƵśƳż�źŶ�Ʌǅśƻ�ƹŻƼǭ°�ɅƅƻƽȀǡ�ȱƯśƨƳ��ɼƄƾƷ�ŻƐśŴ��ƺŞ��ƭśƁƳŚ�ȰŽǅśŬ��ŷƸȋ�ɅƳ

��ţƣŻȘ��ƦưƙŤ��ƵśǆƀśǆƯŚ��ƶưƻ��ƺŞ�¯ɅƷŚŻǅŚ�ɄŶƾƼǅ�
ƹŷŭƻ



�ƲǆǆŰ��Ƶśƴǆưƀ�ȱťƄƾƷ�śŵǆƯż�ƽ��Ƣƀƾǅ��ɼƳ�żŚ�ɅǅśƼƅŵŞ�ɅƷŚƾŴżśŞ
�śƴǆƀ�ņ�ƵśǅźƾƐśǭśŴ�ɅƣŚź�ņ�ƗǅżƾŤ��ȗƸƄƾƻ�ņ�ƂśŤźƾǡ�ɅưƘ�ņŶŚȀƷ�ƵŚŻǅŚ��ƂƾǅźŚŶ�ņƾưƄŚŷƜŎ��ƹŻƼƄ

Ŷśǆƈ�ŽǅƽŻǡ�ƽ�ŷǆƤƳ��ƵŚƽŶźŚ�ņ�ƵŚŶźśȋ�ŽǅƽŻǡ�ņɅƳśƨƳ�ƲŘśƧ
ɄŶŽǅ��ʀƻśƄ�ƽ�ɄŷǅƽŚŶ��ƂźŎ���ƵŚƾŬƾƷ��Ƶśșƅǆǡɽƻ

ɹƳŚƾƷ�ǈǉ��ƺşƸƄ��Ȋǅ
�ƵŚŻǅŚ�ɅƻƽŻȘ�Ʉśƻ�ƺƷśƀź�źŶ�ɄŶƾƼǅ�ȰŻƼǭ

�ƲǆưƄźƽŚ�ņŻǆƳŚ��ƺƅƸƳ
ɅťƸƀ�ɄŚƾťűƳ��Ȋǅ�źŶ��ƹżśŤ��ŢśƷśȌƳŚ�ŻǆǆƝŤ�ƽ��ƱƽŚŷŤ

ŽǅƾƸǆưǅŚ�ņŻŞ�śřƯ˺�ɻȋŶ
�ƲǆǆŰ��ƮǆŘƾƴƄ�ƾǆƀƾƳ�ŽǆșƷŚŻŞ��ƃƀŻǡ��ţǆƉŵƄ

�ȉźƾǅƾǆƷ�ņɅƴƻŶŚ�ŶƽŚŶ
śǡƽźŚ�źŶ��ƱƽŶ�ɅƷśƼŬ��ȗƸŬ�ɅƐ�ɅƷŚŻǅŚ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ��ţƄƾƷŻƀ

źƾƷśƻ�ņŶŚź�ƺƳ�ŷƴŰŚ�ɻȋŶ
�ƵŎ�ȱǮŵǅźśŤ�ƽ�Ŷƾşȋ��ŜŽŰ
�ſưŭƷŎ�ſĹƯ�ņɅƘźŚŽƳ��ƵśƷŷƘ�ɻȋŶ

ɅƷŚŻǅŚ�ɄŶƾƼǅ�ȱƙƳśŬ�ƽ��ƵśǆƷśƨƯŚ��ŝǆşŰ
�ƲǆưƄźƽŚ�ņ�ƶǅƾƯ��ƺǅźŎ

ɅǅśȌǅŻƳŚ��Ȋǅ��ƹśȘŷǅŶ��żŚŻǆƄ�źŶ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ�ɅȘŷƷż
�ɼșƸǆƄŚƽ�ņ�ſǅƽź��Ʊśǆưǅƽ�ɻȋŶ

ɅǅƾȘ�ƹŻƐśŴ��ŶŻȘŽǆƳ��śƻ�ƺťƄŹȘ��żŚ�ɄŶśǅ
�ƵśǆȋśȌŰ�ŻƼǭƾƸƳ�ņʨƾřȘ��ŢśŭƷ�ņ�ţŵşȌǆƷ�ɅƀƾƳ�ņɅƷśşƷśƼŬ��žƽƽśƐ�ņ�ƵśǅŻȘźż��ȉƾưƳ

ŷƸťƁƳ��Ʋưǆƣ�ó�żƽŻƳŚ��ƵŚŻǅŚ�źŶ��ƵśǅŶƾƼǅ�ņɻƀŚ��ƵŚŷƷżŻƣ
�ƮưŭƳ��ƶƴƼŞ�ƽ��ƵʨŶźŚ��ƹśƅƷśƼŬ�ȱťŴśƀ

ƹŶżƾƷ





ŢʨśƨƳ��ƲȌɆ��Ȱźśǡ





ŻșƅƻƽȀǡ�ƽ��ţƀƽŶ�ņŻƁǡ��ƹśȘŷɆŶ�żŚ��ƲɇɇŰ��Ƶśƴɇưƀ

��ƲɇɇŰ��ƂƾɆźŚŶ

��ƲɇɇŰ��Ƶśƴɇưƀ��Ʊźŷǡ
��Ç{YÂ¿Zy�®Ë��{�Á��½Y�Æe��{���Õ{ÔÌ»��������Õ|Ì//��Ây�������µZ���{���ºÌÌu��½Z¼Ì¸//��
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All through history, Zionism has been the perpetual enemy to Islam.

 According to the holy Quran the religion of man is to be Islam, then asImam

Khomeini says, Zionism is an enemy to humanity.
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�ª¸ e��d¸���Ä]���¬§�ZÆÀËY��|¿Â�¿��[Â�v»��dË{ÂÆË��¦Ë{���{��Õ{Y�¿���¿��Y��Ä �̄|À�Z]��Äf�Y{�
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�|¿{�¯�Ö»�Ã{Z¨f�Y��Ì¿�Õ{ÂÆË�½ZÌ¿Y�ËY�Ã�Z]
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��ÕÁ�Ì¿��®Ë�{�¯�Ö»���//�Â¯��¾Ì·�]��Ö»Z�¿��ÕZÆÌ//���]��cY�YÂ»��Ä]��|À¯��Õ�ÁM��¼m

���Â�Â»��½Y�ËY��s����¾Ì·�]��{�Y~·��|Å{��\Ìe�e��Ã|���µZ¤//�Y5��½Y�Æe��¶]Z¬»��{��Öf»ÁZ¬»

��Z^yY���za�Á��µÂ//«��¶¬¿��Õ�ÃÂÌ//����Ä �̄�\Ìe�e��¾ËY��Ä]�Á��d§�³��Y�«��Á���d//�ZÌ�

�ZÆ¿M�Á�|À �̄ZÀ�M��½Z¼·M��ÈË��¿�Z]��½Y�ËY�{�Y���½Z³|¿ÂÀ��|¿YÂe�Ö»��Ö��Z§��½Z]���Ä]��Ö�ZÌ�

��Ö¿Z¼·M��ÕZÅ�Ã|Àf��§��Ö��Z§��ÕZÅ�Zf¨³�ÕYÂfv»��{�Z���Y{YÁ��Ö»Z´¼Å��Ä]��Ö¯�Ë��Z]�Y�

��|¿�]��¾»Y{�½Y�ËY��{��¾Ì¬¨f»��ÕZÅÁ�Ì¿�Z]��dË|���kÂ»��Ä]�|¿YÂe�Ö»

�{�¯�Ö»��¢Ì¸^e��ÕÁ�Â��Á���Ì¸´¿Y��ÄÌ¸����¬§��Ä¿��½Z¼·M��½Z]��Ö��Z§��ÖËÂË{Y���Ç|Àf//��§
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��¹Â¼�»��cZ¤Ì¸^e��¾ËY�Á�{�¯�Ö»��ªËÂ//�e��½Z³|¿ÂÀ//���¾Ì]��Ì¿�Y���Õ�Ìf//��Õ{ÂÆË�Ä°¸]

��Ä]��Ä �̄|��Ö»��¹{�»��Y��Õ{ZË���Ç|���cZ//�Z�uY��½|//���Y{�ÄvË�m��\mÂ»��Õ{ÂÆË|�

���Â¿��¾ËY��Ì¿��Õ{ZË���Ç|//���|Àf§�³�Ö¼¿��Y�«��½M��ÌiPe�dve��Ö·Á�|//¿{Y{�Ö»���Â//³��½M

�|¿{�¯�Ö»��¹Â°v»�Y���Õ�Ìf��¹Â«��ÕZÆ��Â¯

�½�«��µÁY��È¼Ì¿��{��½Y�Æe��{��¾Ì·�]��Ì¨���¾Ë�yM�Ettl��¶e5 Y�,�½Y�ËY��µZ¤�Y��Y��¶^«��ÃZ»�|Àq
��½Z¼·M��Y��Ä �̄Y���Õ{ÂÆË��½ZË�Y�§�{�Z���Y{YÁ�Y���Ö¿Y�ËY��cZ»Z¬»�{�¯�Ö»���//�Â �̄�ºf�Ì]�

���¬¿��½Z��Õ{ÂÆË��dËÂÅ��½YÂÀ���Ä]��J���¥�u��½Z��Ä»Z¿�~³��{�Á�|¿{Â]��Ã|»M��½Y�ËY��Ä]

��½Y�ËY��{��½Z¼·M�}Â¨¿��ÕZ�{Y��ÈuÂ^v]��{��Ö¿Y�ËY��cZ»Z¬»���|ÀÀ �̄�½Á�Ì]��½Y�ËY��Y�{Â]��Äf�]

��c�|«��µZ¼ �̄Z]�Y���¶e5 Y��Èf�YÂy��¾ËY��Ã{� �̄�d»ÁZ¬»��c|���Ä]�,�½Zf�¸´¿Y��¶»YÂ�����Âe

��cZ»Z¬»��Ä �̄|Å{�Ö»����Y�³��¾Ì·�]��Ä]��Ì¨���¾ËY�������¾WÁ���¹Á{��xË�Ze��{��|ÀÀ¯�Ö»�{�

��Ö¿Z¼·M��¾Ì��zf»��¾ËY��Ä �̄|ÀÀ¯�Ö»��µÓ|f�Y�Á�|¿�Ë~a�Ö¼¿�Y��ZÅZ�Z¬e���Â¿��¾ËY��Ö¿Y�ËY

��d�Y��½Y�ËY��ZÌ¿�{�Â»��Ä �̄|Àf�Å��Ö��ze��ÕY�Y{��Z^e�Õ{ÂÆË

��½Y�ËY��µZ¤�Y��Y�| ]���¾Ì·�]��{��½Y�ËY���§ZÀ»��Ç|ÀËZ¼¿��½YÂÀ���Ä]���ÌWÂ����¬¿��������

��Ä �̄�\Ìe�e��¾ËY��Ä]��|���e|]�ZaÁ�Y��{��Õ{ÂÆË��½ZÌ¿Y�ËY����Á��½Z¼·M�Á��½Y�ËY��È�]Y�����«�Á

�{�¯�Ö¼¿���Z�uY��½Y�ËY��½Y|¿Á�Æ���©Â¬u��µZu��dËZ����{��Õ�Z^mY��´Ë{��¾Ì·�]

��Ã|Æ���Ä]�Y���½Z¼·M��{��½Y�ËY���§ZÀ»��Y���Z§{���ÌWÂ//���dzfËZa��½�]�,�½Y�Æe�{ZÆÀ//�Ìa��Ä]

��½Y�ËY��Ç|���Äf�]��c�Z¨���¾Ì�¿Zm�Á��µÁR�»��¾Ì·�]��{��Â� �̄�¾ËY��c�Z¨//��Á��d§�³

��Ä]��{�¯�Ö»��Ö³|ÀËZ¼¿�Y���½Y�Æe��{��½Z¼·M���§ZÀ»�|WÂ���c�Z¨���¶]Z¬»��{��|���¾Ì·�]��{

��Ä]��Ã|���µZ¤�Y��ÖËZaÁ�Y��ÕZÆÀÌ»����Á��½Z¼·M��ºÌ¬»��Ö¿Y�ËY���Z^eY��dÌ·ÁR�»��dÆm��¾Ì¼Å

�Ö//�eM�½Z¼·M�c�Z¨//��Ä�Âv»��{�,½Y�Æe�Ä]��´·Z¤//�Y�ÕZÅÁ�Ì¿�{Á�Á��Y�¶^«��Á��|Àq�¶eY�Ä¿Z¨//�Pf»���
�ªÌ¬ve�ÕY�]�½ÂÀ¯Y�Ä �̄Õ�Â��Ä]�,|¿Y�Â���eM�½M��{�Y��ºÆ»�Ì£�Á�ºÆ»�{ZÀ�Y�Á�ZÅ�Ã|¿Á�a�ÄÌ¸ �̄Á�dyÁ�§Y�]

�{�Y{�{ÂmÁ��Z]�¦�Pe�LÔy�®Ë�,xË�Ze��Y��z]�¾ËY
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�{Â]��¦�Â»���ÌWÂ���c�Z¨���Ä �̄{Â]��¾�Á���|Ë{�³��µÂv»��¾Ì·�]��{���ÌWÂ���c�Z¨�

�,|¿{Â]��Ã{�ÁM��d�{��Ä]��Ö¿Y�ËY��È»Z¿�~³��Ä �̄�ÖËZÆ¿M�ZË�ZaÁ�Y��ºÌ¬»��Õ{ÂÆË��½ZÌ¿Y�ËY���§ZÀ»��Y

�|À �̄��Z§{��½Z¼·M��¶]Z¬»��{

��Ã|���[Z�u�Á��µÂ¬ »��ZÌ�]��Ä·Â¬»��¾ËY�Z]��Ä�]Y���{���ÌWÂ���c�Z¨//����ÕZÆeZ¼¸bË{�

��½{�]��Z°]��Y��Õ{ÂÆË��½Z//Ì¿Y�ËY�{�Â»��{���ËÂy��cZ^eZ°»��{�Z//Æ¿M��|¿{�¯�Ö»��Z//f§�

�|¿{�¯�Ö»��Õ�Y{{Ây�0Y|Ì¯Y���Ö¿Y�ËY��½Z//Ë{ÂÆË��ZË���Õ{ÂÆË��½ZÌ¿Y�ËY���¾ËÁZÀ��Á��cZ//¼¸¯

�ZË���ÖËZ//�Â»��Ö¿Y�ËY��¹Â«��½Z´f//�]YÁ���Y�,��ËÂy��cZ^eZ°»��{�,�cZ¼¸¯��½M��ÕZm��Ä]�Á

����Õ{ÂÆm���½YÂÀ��Z]��½Y�ËY��{��Ä �̄|�Z]��ÕY�Ä¼¸ �̄�½Z¼Å�|¿YÂe�Ö»��Ä �̄|¿{�]�Ö»��¹Z¿���Õ{Â³ÂË�

�������{���Zz�Y��¾ËY��Ö�ÌWÂ���ÕZÆeZ¼¸bË{��ÕZÅ�Äf�Â¿��µÂ«��Ä]��|¿{�¯�Ö»��[Z�y��{ÂÆm��ZË

�ZÅ�Ö�ÌWÂ���Èf�Â¿��Ä]�ZÀ]��|Àf�Å������½Z¼·M���¹���ZaÁ�Y��{��Õ�eZ¿��µZ¤�Y��dve���dÌ¼¯Zu��ÖuYÂ¿

��Ã|���µZ¼�Y��Ä�¿Y�§��ºÌ¬»��Ö¿Z¤§Y�Á��Öm�³��½ZË{ÂÆË��ÄÌ¸���Ö¿Z¼·M��cZ»Z¬»����Âe��Ä �̄�ÖeZ»Y|«Y

��¾f§�³��Y��Õ{ÂÆË��ÕZÆÌm�³�Á�ZÆÌ¿Z¤§Y��Ä°Ì·Zu��{��|Ë{�´¿��¹Zn¿Y��Õ{ÂÆË��½ZÌ¿Y�ËY�Ä]��d^�¿�{Â]

��Y{�Ây�]�ZÆÀaÂ¯��¾ËY��d§ZË�{��ÕZËY�»��Y��Õ{ÂÆË��½ZÌ¿Y�ËY�,|¿{Â]��¹Á�v»��ÖËY~£��Ç�Ìm��¾aÂ¯

�|¿{Â]

���Ö¿Y�ËY��È»Z¿�~³��¾f�Y{��d�{��{�Á��Ö¿Y�ËY��dÌ ]Ze��d¸���Ä]���Õ{ÂÆË��½ZÌ¿Y�ËY��Ä �̄�Õ�´Ë{��ZÌf»Y�

��Ã|Ë{���Õ{ÂÆË���È¼¸ �̄�Æ4»�ZÆ¿M��ÖËZ�ZÀ���©Y�ÁY�Á��­�Y|»��{���Ä �̄{Â]��¾ËY�|¿{Â]��Y{�Ây�]��½M��Y

��{Â]��Ã|���Äf�Y{�]�Õ{ÂÆË��½ZÌ¿Y�ËY���È»Z¿�~³��Y��½Y�Æe��ÕZÆ��Â �̄�ÈnÌf¿��{��Ä¼¸ �̄�¾ËY��|��Ö¼¿

��Zf�YÂy�Á�{�°¿��Ã|À�]���cY�ZÌf»Y���½M��Ä]��½Y�ËY��d·Á{��Y��Ö³|ÀËZ¼¿��Ä]��Ì¿���ÌWÂ���c�Z¨�

��|¿|���½Z¿M��ÕY�]��Õ�f�Ì]��Ö¿Z�¿Y���ËY���Á��ÃZ§�

�½Zm�cZn¿�ÕY�]�,{Â��Ö»�©Ô�Y�½Y�ËY��{�Õ{ÂÆË�½ZÀÆÌ»�ºÅ�Ä]�ZÅ��«��Y�Öy�]���Âe�Ä �̄{ÂÆm�½YÂÀ���
�cZn¿�ÕY�]�Ä �̄Ö¿Z¼·M�Õ{Á| »�Á�ZÅ�Ö//�ÌWÂ��,½ZË{ÂÆË�{Ây��{Â]�|Ì¨»�ZaÁ�Y��{�²Àm�ÕZÅ�µZ//���{�ZÆ¿M

�|¿{� �̄Ã{Z¨f�Y�¾�u��Â�Â»�¾ËY��Y�|Àf�Y{�ÖeÔËZ¼e�Ö¿Y�ËY�½ZË{ÂÆË
�Õ{ÂÆË�{Y�§Y�Ö»Z�Y�¶]Z¬»��{��Ö¼Ì¸¯��d^�¿�¾f�Â¿�Ö¿Y�ËY�½ZË{ÂÆË�ÕZÅ�Ä»ZÀ//�ZÀ���{��ÂÀÅ�|Àq��Å���

�{Â]�lËY�
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���������

�|ÀÀ¯�Ö»��Ö³|¿����Ë�Za��{�Á�|Àf�Å��ÖËZ�Â»��¾Ë{��Ä]�|¬f »��Ä¯��Ö¿ZÌ¿Y�ËY��d��Æ§

�

�µ�À»��Ö¿Z�¿ ��|·Âe��¶v»� �|·Âe��µZ��� �®qÂ �̄�¹Z¿�� �Ö³{YÂ¿Zy��¹Z¿

�½Y�Æe ������� � ��ºÌÅY�]Y� �� ��¥Á��M

�½Y�Æe �������� � �½Z¼Ì¸� � ���Ë��

��Z¼¸�� ������ � ��Ë���� � �½Z¼Ì¸�

�ª�»{���
��
����� � ��Ì·ZfËÁ � ��Y��Á{

� �

�ª�»{�����
�
������ � �dÀ¼ 5̧ �̄ � �Y��Á{

�ª�»{���
�
����� � ��Ö·5 Y� � �Y��Á{

�ª�»{���
�
������ � �Ö·�Z¿ � ��Y��Á{

�½Z�Z¯ ������� � �×Y�Â¿ � ���Ö¿Z¬u

½Y�Æe���
�
������ � �¶ÌWZ°Ì» ����Y�Ó��½ZË�Y�Ó�

�½Y�Æe���
�
����� � �{Á�ÂÅ�� � �½ZË�Y�Ó�

���� ������� � ��ÌÀ»�� � �½ZË�Y�Ó�

�½Y�Æe� ������ � ��ÂË��� � �½ZË�Y�Ó�

��½Y�Æe ������� � ��½ZvË� � ���Õ{Y�»

���

�½Y�Æe �������� � �½Z�¸��� � �Õ{Y�»

�½Y�Æe���
�
���� � ��×Y�\Ì^u � ���Õ{Y�»

�½Y�Æe���
�
������ � �ºÌÅY�]Y�� � �Õ{Y�»

�½Y�Æe���
�
����� � ��Ì´¿ZÆm � ���Õ{Y�»

�½Y�Æe��
�
������ � ��Ë�{5 Y�� � �ÖËY�ÂÆ¿

   12 Cite Trévise, Paris

  108, Bld. Voltaire, Paris

  108, Bld. Voltaire, Paris

  42, rue de la Tour

d'Auverge, Paris

  Same as above

  Same as above

  Same as above

  164, rue Montmarte, Paris

  6, rue Lallier, Paris

  Same as above

 Same as above

  Same as above

8, rue Francois Adam,

 Parc Saint Maur (Seine)

  Same as above

  Same as above

 Same as above

  Same as above

 29, rue Meslay, Paris
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ª�»{��������
�
������ �Ä�ZÀÅ� ���Ä�Z¬¿��Ä�Z Z̄¿

�ª�»{��������
�
������ �[Â¬ Ë� � ��Ä�Z°¿

�ª�»{������
��
������ �ªv�Y�� � �Ä�Z°¿

�ª�»{������
��
������ �¦�ÂË�� � �Ä�Z°¿

�ª�»{���������
�
���� ���ªÌ§Âe � ���Ä�Z°¿

�ª�»{��������
�
����� �Á|^��� � �Ä�Z°¿

�ª�»{������
�
����� �Á|^��� � �Ä�Z°¿

�½Y�Æe����� �������� �ºÌu��� � �¾Æ3aZa

� ���½Y�Æe����� ������� �¥��Y�� � �¾Æ3aZa

ÄÌ»�Â �̄���
�
����� �Â¯�Z»�� � �½Á�ZÀ]

�½Y�Æe����� ������� �ºÌÅY�]Y� � ��¹Â·Z�

�½Y�Æe������
�
������½Â¼Ì�� � ��Ì»Y

ÄÌ»Á�ÁY�����
�
����� ��ÌWÂ»�� � �¦�ÂË

�����

�¾ËÁ�����
��
������ �Ä¿5��� � �½Á�ZÀ]

¶aÂ¿ 4|¿M�����
�
������ �ºÌyMÂË�� � �ºÌ Z̄Ì·5 Y

�¦Ì¯����
��
������ �©Á�Z§�� � �Õ�¸Ì�

�½Y�Æe�����
�
������ �¦�ÂË�� � �ÕZy{�»

µÂ^¿Zf�Y���
��
������ �Ö»Z��� � �½Z¼Ì¸�

�|¿{�¯�Ö»��½{Â]��Öf�e����Ä]��¥Y�f�Y��Ä �̄��Ë�Za��ºÌ¬»��½ZÌ¿Y�ËY��¹Á{��d��Æ§�

�½ZÆ¨�Y ���
�
������ºÌÅY�]Y�Y��Ì»�� � �½Â�Z�

�½ZÆ¨�Y �����
�
����� �ZzÌ·��� � �½Â�Z�

  4, rue Noeb, St. Maun-Créteil

  28, rue Saint Sebastien, Paris

  Same as above

  2, Bld. Jule Ferry, Paris

   57, Bld. Barbés, Paris 

  118, Bld. Richard Lenoir, Paris

  10, rue du Pont aux Choux,  Paris

  63, Fbg. Poissonniére, Paris

   Same as above

   9, rue Mazagran

 40, rue de Nanca Argenteuil

  23, rue Gramme, Paris

  1, Av. Louise de Bettignies

     Colombes (Seine)

  9, rue Mazagran, Paris

  85, rue Lafayette, Paris

  71, rue Lecourbe, Paris

 50, rue Servan, Paris

  108, Bd. Voltaire, Paris

  90, rue Lafayette, Paris

  Same as above
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�Same as above�� � �½ZÆ¨�Y �����
�
������ �¶WÂ¿Z»Y� ��½Â�Z�

Same as above�� � �½ZÆ¨�Y �����
�
������ �ºXÌu�� �½Â�Z�

�d�Ì¿��lËY���½ZÌf�e����¾Ì]��{�Á��d�Y��Õ{ÂÆË��½ZÌ¿Y�ËY��Ä]��ª¸ f»��Ö´¼Å��©Â§��Ö»Z//�Y��½Âq

�|À]ZË��ÖËZÅ���\Ì¬ e��Y�Ze�|¿Y�Ã|Ì»Z¿��Öf�e���Y��{Ây���Ä6Ì¬e��½YÂÀ���Ä]�ZÆ¿M��Ä �̄�ºÅ{�Ö»��µZ¼fuY�

��d�Y��Ä¼Ë� �̄�\Å~»�Á�Ìa���z���®Ë��¶»Z����¬§��Ä �̄�¹Â���d��Æ§

10, Citإ Trإvise�� � �µÂ^¿Zf�Y� ���
�
������ �cÁ��� �½Z¼Ì¸�

��d�Y��¹Ô�Y��\Å~»��Ä]��¥�f »��Ä �̄�d�Y���z���®Ë��¶»Z���Ä �̄�¹�ZÆq��d��Æ§�

14, Av. Maistrasse,�������� �½Y�Æe � ������� �×Y�c�� ���ÖWÂ·

 Suresnes (Seine)����� � � � � ��

��d�Y���¯ 4|4e�4Y��Ä �̄�´Ë{��Ö°Ë�Á

71, rue Lecourbe, Paris�� �¦Ì¯ ���
��
������ �©Á�Z§�� �Õ�¸Ì�

��Ä¯��Y��Y��^Å��������¾WÁ������xË�Ze��{���Ä¿Â¼¿��½YÂÀ���Ä]��Ã{YÂ¿Zy��®Ë��d�Â¿�����������

��{{Ây��Èm�Zy��Â»Y��c�Y�Á��Ä]�{Â]��Ì¿��Ä¸yY{��c�Y�Á��{��½Z¼·M���Ì¸a���ÌW����½Z//»���½M��{

��Æ//��{���������Z»�����xË�Ze��{��Ä¯�Â¸¬Ì·{Y|¤]��[Â¬ Ë��¹Z¿��Ä]��Õ{ÂÆË��Ö¿Y�ËY��®Ë�{�Â»

�|�ËÂ¿�Ö»�Y���Ë�����Y�³�{Â]��Ã|»M�ZÌ¿{��Ä]��½Y�ËY��ÂbÅZ�

��[Â�»|»M�{��]��cZÌ·Z»��½Â¿Z«��Ä]���Â]�»��cY��¬»�����Ç{Z»��ª^���½ZË{ÂÆË��Y��cZÌ·Z»�~yY�����

��¦Ë{���{�½ZË{ÂÆË��Y��cZÌ·Z»�~yY��Ã{Z»��¾ËY��ª^���{{�³�Ö»��Ö¸¼�����Ç��^e�������ÄË�Â§���

��Ö¿Z¼·M��½ZË{ÂÆË�¾Ì]��ÖeÁZ¨e��Ä¿Â´rÌÅ��Ã{Z»��¾ËY��ÄnÌf¿��{���d�Y��Ã|���Õ|À]�ºÌ�¬e��®Ë��ÃÁ�³

��Ä]��Ä �̄Â¸¬Ì·{Y|¤]�¶»Z���Ã{Z»��¾ËY��{Â��Ö¼¿��¶WZ«��Öm�Zy��½ZË{ÂÆË�Á���¹����Õ{ÂÆË��ÕZÆÌ¿Z¼·M�

���¬§��ZÌf»Y��¾ËY�|��|ÅYÂz¿�,�d�Y��Ã{� �̄�ÖeZÌ·Z»��¦Ì¨ze��ÕZ�Z¬e�|¿��§�|Àq��¾f//�Y{��¶Ì·{
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��ÕY�Y{��½M�]��ÃÁÔ��Á�|¿�Y{�Deutschblutigen��Ö¿Z¼·M��½Ây��Ä¯�{Â//��Ö»��ÖËZÆ¿M��¶»Z�
��¾ËY��Y�|À¿YÂe�Ö¼¿�½Z��Ö»Â«��ÕZÅ�Ä�Ë���¾f§�³���¿��{��½Á|]�,ZÆÌm�Zy��|Àf�Å��Ö¿Z¼·M��dÌ ]Ze

�|¿Â���Y{�Ây�]��ÖeZÌ·Z»��¦Ì¨ze���Â¿

��Ö��Y�³�dve�������¶Ë�ÁM��¹Á{��xË�Ze��{�Chemnitz��fÌ¿�º �̄�Æ���Õ��Y��Â»Y��Ç�Y{Y����

��c�Y�Á�Ä]���z���¾ËY��dËZ°���Ä]���mY����
����
RWM�V Dev V���Ç|¿Á�a��Ç�Z¼��Z]
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Yüsuf o Zulaykhä
A Play

by

Soleiman Haim

The play, Yüsuf o Zulaykhä, was brought back to the stage on the 
conference’s opening night with a cast of leading Iranian stage 
actors in Los Angeles. 

Having found a complete printed copy of this play in Mr. Enayat 
Khoramian’s personal library, the Center saw it as part of its ongoing 
duty in the preservation of the Iranian Jewish heritage to reprint this 
rare text in its entirety.  The complete script of Haim’s play has been 
reprinted in this volume.



37

1HMDW�*HROD�VSHDNV�DERXW�KLV�IDWKHU�(VKDJK�*HROD��DQG�JUDQGIDWKHU�
Molla Yehazghel Molla (Cohan Melamed), and their pioneering 
UROHV�DV�WKH�¿UVW�IRXQGHUV�RI�:HVWHUQ�VW\OH�VFKRROV�LQ�6KLUD]��VWDUWLQJ�
with a small maktab in a knisa and eventually leading up to the 
foundation of Alliance Israelite school in Shiraz.

0DQRXFKHKU�+DNNDNLDQ retells the events of a typical week in the 
life of a Jewish family from Tehran in the early 1940s.

0DGDPH�7DYRRV�-DKDQEDQL talks about her three-year sojourn in 
Mashhad in the early 1920s, describing the lives of the Jews who 
were forced to maintain a Muslim appearance in public.

0RRVVD�1LNEDNKW�remembers the festivities in 1918 or 1919 held 
at the Alliance school in Hamedan in celebration of the Balfour 
Declaration.

1LPWDM�5DIDLO]DGHK�describes the string of rituals surrounding a 
woman’s pregnancy in 1940s Shiraz, starting with her early months 
and ending with the Brit Milla (circumcision). She also shares 
her memories of the Ebn-e Sina School under the directorship of 
Fazlollah Sharghi.

(]DWROODK�<HUPLDQ�the founder of the Ruhishad School in the 1950s 
in Tehran, Dr. Yermian recounts the struggles he faced in obtaining 
the license and funds to start a coed Jewish school.  The Ruhishad 
School is still open in Tehran.

0RORXN�=DUJDULDQ�describes the events leading up to her decision 
to translate into Persian the Jewish woman’s book of prayers.
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0HPRU\�7HOOLQJ

The project of oral history consists of the compilation of 
original documents and the recording of different individuals’ 
personal history as retold during interviews.  The majority of these 
individuals were involved, to various degrees, whether in federal and 
governmental decision-making processes or in academic, cultural or 
VRFLDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV���,Q�WKLV�FDSDFLW\��WKHVH�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�¿UVW�KDQG�
ZLWQHVVHV�RI�KLVWRULFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�HYHQWV��DQG�SURYLGH� LPSRUWDQW�
stories.  These interviews also include sociologically valuable 
information on the artistic, social, and cultural lives of Jews in Iran. 

These individuals’ oral memoirs are initially recorded during 
prescheduled interviews and subsequently archived at the Center 
for Iranian Jewish Oral History in Los Angeles for the research use 
of future scholars.  Ninety such interviews have taken place thus far.  
We have also recorded over thirty shira and folk songs.

1HMDW� *HROD�� 0DQRXFKHKU� +DNNDNLDQ�� 0DGDPH� 7DYRRV�
Jahanbani, Moossa Nikbakht, and Molouk Zagarian took part in 
the memory telling segment of CIJOH’s third annual conference.  
Subsequent to the conference, the Center received written memoirs 
from Khanom Ejnassian, Nimtaj Rafailzadeh, and Ezatollah 
Yermian, which were appended to the existing list.  Dr. William 
Royce, who also took part in this panel, decided not to provide a 
written copy of his memoirs for the time being.

_______

.KDQRP� (MQDVVLDQ, a Hebrew teacher, recounts an anecdote 
describing the etymology of the last name of one of her students.
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7KH�.DERXG�3DUW\��7KH�,UDQLDQ�1D]L�3DUW\�

Dr. Adnan Mazarei

'U��$GQDQ�0D]DUHL�LV�D�KXPDQLVW��HFRQRPLVW��LQWHUQDWLRQDO�¿JXUH�DQG�DWWRUQH\���
He has over 20 years of experience as a university professor, international lecturer 
and consultant with an emphasis on issues of the Middle East.  He is the founder 
of the Humanist Movement of Iranian People (RAMA).  Dr. Mazarei earned his 
undergraduate degree in political science and law, and his Doctorate in economics 
IURP�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�*HQHYD��6ZLW]HUODQG�DQG�KDV�SXEOLVKHG�VHYHUDO�SDSHUV�

_______

Mazarei discusses memories from his youth, explaining how 
the extreme nationalist movement in Iran created sympathies with 
the Iranian youth for the Nazi party.  In Mazarei’s view, the anti-
FRORQLDOLVW� DWPRVSKHUH� LQ� ,UDQ� DOVR� FRQWULEXWHG� VLJQL¿FDQWO\� WR�
these sympathies, leading many to believe that Hitler’s government 
provided the only tangible promise of liberation from the danger of 
British colonialism.

At the time of the Allies’ occupation of Iran, Mazarei and his 
university student peers decided to put their ideologies into action 
in order to save Iran.  Mazarei goes on to discuss the origins of the 
.DERXG�PRYHPHQW�XQGHU�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�(QD\DWROODK�1RZEDNKW¶V�
nationalist and Nazi policies.  Discussing his own gradual 
involvement with the movement, Mazarei describes his nomination 
and subsequent activities as the head of the Kaboud party in Shiraz.

7KH�.DERXG�SDUW\�HYHQWXDOO\�GLVVROYHG�ZLWK�*HUPDQ\¶V�GHIHDW�
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,UDQLDQ�-HZV�LQ�(XURSH�'XULQJ�::,,

Dr. Ahmad Mahrad

Dr. Ahmad Mahrad was born in 1938 in Pahlavi, Iran.  He received his 
Masters in economics, statistics, sociology, political science and law from Berlin 
University.  In 1978, he earned his Doctorate in sociology, political science and 
economics.  In 1983, because he published more than 70 books, he was honored 
with the title of professor from the ministry of science.  From 1975 to the present, 
KH� KDV� EHHQ� WHDFKLQJ� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� ODZ�� IRUHLJQ� SROLF\� EHWZHHQ� *HUPDQ\� DQG�
Europe, the history of the Middle East, oil and energy along with world peace 
issues.

_______

7KLV� VWXG\� LV� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� ¿QGLQJV� RI� 0DKUDG¶V� WKLUW\�\HDU�
UHVHDUFK�LQ�WKH�DUFKLYHV�RI�*HUPDQ\¶V�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW��DQG�WKRVH�
of various universities and libraries throughout that country.  The 
extended result of his research on the Jews of Iran, Turkey, Egypt, 
Iraq, and Palestine in Europe during WWII has previously been 
SXEOLVKHG�LQ�*HUPDQ�

Starting with a brief overview on anti-Semitic movements 
in Europe, Mahrad goes on to discuss the repercussions of these 
movements in Reza Shah’s Iran, to develop the thesis that Nazi 
scientists were actively trying to prove that Iranian Jews had the 
VDPH� FKDUDFWHULVWLFV� DV� *HUPDQ� RQHV� DQG� VKRXOG�� WKHUHIRUH�� EH�
subject to the Final Solution.

Discussing the outcome of two particular inquiries--one in 
Belgium and another in Bern--Mahrad documents a declaration 
PDGH�E\�*UDI�9RQ�'HU�6FKXOHQEXUJ��WKH�H[�$PEDVVDGRU�RI�%HUOLQ�LQ�
Moscow.  Dated April 14, 1943, this sixteen-line declaration states 
that the “Juguden” are members of a Muslim sect and followers 
of Mohammedan laws.  Schulenburg goes on to declare that these 
people are Iranian in origin and not Semitic; a declaration that, 
according to Mahrad’s research, saved the Iranian Jews that were 
residing in Europe from deportation to concentration camps.
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7KH�&RQWURYHUVLDO�/LIH�RI�0RQVLHXU�6KHPRLO�+DLP

Davood Adhami

Davood Adhami was born in Kermanshah and is a graduate of the Alliance 
Israelite school.  Prior to the Revolution, he worked as an engineer of the foreign 
Railroad Company, after which point he created a company for city planning, 
agriculture and manufacturing.  In Kermanshah, he established the Young Iranian 
Jewish Foundation and was one of the writers for Alam-e-Yahud magazine.  He 
was also a member of Keren Kayemet.  Davood Adhami is the author of the book, 
Beh Souyeh Kamal.

_______

Discussing the Shemoil Haim affair, Adhami’s article engages 
partly in a dialogue with Amnon Netzer’s thesis on the matter.  
Presenting a counterpoint to Netzer’s theory, Adhami develops the 
argument that Haim’s imprisonment and ultimate execution for 
his alleged conspiracy and treason against Reza Shah was fueled 
predominantly by the split that had occurred within the Jewish 
community around the Haim and Loghman campaign.  Adhami’s 
theory is that the Jewish community’s inability to reunite after the 
campaign created a wave of antagonism that ultimately disabled 
a collective support for Haim, one that may have saved him from 
execution.

Adhami’s theory is based, in part, on interviews he himself has 
FRQGXFWHG�ZLWK�¿UVW�KDQG�ZLWQHVVHV�RI�WKH�+DLP�DIIDLU�
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7KH�,PDJH�RI�-HZV�LQ�&RQWHPSRUDU\�,UDQLDQ�0HGLD

Menasheh Amir

Menasheh Amir was born in Tehran in 1939.  He immigrated to Israel and studied 
political science and Middle Eastern studies at the University of Jerusalem.  For the 
past 37 years, he has worked with The Voice of Israel as an editor and announcer, 
and he is currently working as an analyst of Iranian affairs with American and 
European television networks and newspapers.

_______

Basing his views on personal experience and observations, Amir 
discusses the representation of Jews in Iran’s mass media to examine 
four main aspects of this representation:

1. The religious belief of the public at large, and the negative 
repercussions of this belief on the image of Jews.

2. Anti-Semitic propaganda during Hitler’s rule.
3. Foreign countries’—namely England and France—

protection of religious minorities in Iran, and these 
minorities reciprocal solicitation of this protection.

4. The issue of Palestine and the struggle for Israel’s 
independence after WWII.

Amir’s thesis is that, from the late 1940’s until the end of the Pahlavi 
regime, the Iranian media made a consorted effort not to represent 
Jews in a negative light, and at times even to examine the positive 
contributions of many Jews to Iran’s culture.  This trend was turned 
around with the Islamic Revolution, after which point anti-Semitism 
WRRN� RQ� D� VSHFL¿F� UROH� LQ� WKH� QHZ� JRYHUQPHQW¶V� DJHQGD�GULYHQ�
ideologies, strategies, and tactics. 

The second half of Amir’s article contains documents taken from his 
personal archive, which he examines in support of his thesis.
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:RUGV�RQ�6ROHLPDQ�+DLP

Biography

Born in Tehran in 1887, Soleiman Haim entered the American 
College in 1906, where he started to teach English in 1915.  Soon 
DIWHU��KH�EHJDQ�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKH�¿UVW�HYHU�VHULHV�RI�ELOLQJXDO�GLFWLRQDULHV�
printed in Persian; a task that earned him the pseudonym “Word 
Master.”  His publications include:

�� Dictionaries:
 English-Persian / Persian-English
 French-Persian / Persian-French
 Hebrew-Persian / Persian-Hebrew

�� A compilation of Persian proverbs and their English equivalents.

�� A book of collected poems.

�� Three plays:
Esther and Mordecai
Ruth and Naomi
Yüsuf o Zulaykhä

Other than writing these plays and composing their music, Haim 
also directed and performed in them.  Soleiman Haim died in 1969 
at the age of 82, with many projects left incomplete.

Dariush Haim, Davood Adhami, Jahanguir Banayan, and 
Manouchehr Amiri have each written about their personal memories 
of Haim.
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he did not play the hero.  But Habib Elghanayan went down as a 
Jew, as the head of the ancient Iranian Jewish community. 

There is still approximately twenty thousand Jewish 
population left in Tehran and probably extremely few in the other 
large cities.  The Jews of the lesser cities have left the countryside, 
where the Jews resided for centuries, from Kurdistan, Isfahan, Yazd, 
DQG�)DUV��WR�.KRUDVDQ��0D]DQGDUDQ��*LODQ��DQG�RWKHU�DUHDV���,UDQLDQ�
Jews have seen hardships and near-annihilation before and have 
EHHQ�DEOH�WR�ULVH�DJDLQ���:LOO�WKLV�PLUDFOH�EH�UHSHDWHG"��2U�KDV�WKH�
ORQJ�VWRU\�RI�-HZV�RQ�WKH�,UDQLDQ�SODWHDX�FRPH�WR�D�YLUWXDO�HQG"

(Acknowledgments to the late Habib Levy, Dr. Rouhollah Kohanim 
and, the many friends who helped me write this brief memoir of 
Habib Elghanayan and his times. Iranian Jewish history must be 
kept alive.) 
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We know very little about Haj Habib’s arrest and trial, about 
his interrogation and about his execution.  I personally know what 
I read in the Persian papers at the time.  Habib’s many properties 
were impounded even before the trial had begun.  The show-trial 
was played out well.  The judges sat with their backs toward the 
accused. It was a base, racist attack against a defenseless old Jew, 
the ancient blood libel thrown into his face.  He was a spy for Israel, 
they contended.  He had collected a fortune for the Zionists and 
transferred it to Israel to bomb the Palestinians.  He fought against 
*RG�DQG�KLV�PHVVHQJHU�DQG�DOO�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�,UDQ���+H�ZDV�mofsede 
¿O�DU] [the corrupt of the earth].  He had set up a meeting with Iran’s 
greatest enemy, Moshe Dayan.  He had drunk the people’s blood. 

7KH\�WRUWXUHG�KLV�PLQG�DQG�VRXO���7KH\�¿QDOO\�WRRN�KLV�OLIH���
I don’t know how well Habib knew Jewish history.  If he did, he 
must have heard the familiar ring of the accusations brought against 
the Jews throughout their long journey over the ages.  The great 
orientalist Bernard Lewis had predicted in 1975 that Islam would 
make a comeback.  In 1979 it did, with a vengeance.  Khomeini 
QHHGHG�WR�VDFUL¿FH�D�-HZ���$QG�QRWKLQJ�ZRXOG�VWRS�KLP�

'LG�+DM�+DELE�UHDOO\�EHOLHYH�WKH\�ZRXOG�WDNH�KLV�OLIH"��+H�
must have hoped something would happen to change the course of 
those unbelievable events.  The American Jews would intervene, he 
thought.  As most Iranians did at the time, and many of them still 
do, he probably believed that the Iranian Revolution was not of the 
Iranians’ own making.  It was imposed from the outside by foreign 
agents, by the Arabs, perhaps by the Palestinians, maybe even by 
the Americans and the British.  Were they not responsible for the 
IDOO�RI�0RVVDGHT"��7KH�ZKROH�VFHQDULR�ZDV�VR�LQFUHGLEO\�VXUUHDOLVWLF�
that no sane person could bring himself to accept it till the very 
end.  But the revolutionaries were not Arabs, nor Palestinians, nor 
FRQWUROOHG�RU�LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�*UHDW�3RZHUV�LQ�DQ\�ZD\�� �7KDW�ZDV�
also the mistake the Shah was making, in his reliance on President 
Carter, to make the decisions he did not dare make himself.

+DM� +DELE� ZDV� QRW� RI¿FLDOO\� WKH� OHDGHU� RI� WKH� -HZLVK�
Community at the time of his arrest and trial.  He was not even 
taken in by Khomeini in that capacity.  But he was the embodiment 
of the Jewish leadership, even when he did not bear the title.  And 
it was left to him alone to defend the honor of the many generations 
of leaders who preceded him, alone now at the head of a community 
bereft of its rights, its dignity, a community that had just begun to 
rise out of the ashes of its past.  Maybe he did not say the right 
ZRUGV��GLG�QRW�PDNH�WKH�ULJKW�JHVWXUHV��LQ�WKDW�¿QDO�PRPHQW���0D\EH�
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very short years, and the reluctance to part with all that had been 
accumulated through hard work, devotion, and perseverance, the 
sense of holding the reins to large businesses, blocked off the view 
of reality.  This was also true of Haj Habib, as it was of many Jews 
and non-Jews alike.  They simply could not bring themselves to 
admit that the earth was shaking under their feet.  Everyone was 
concerned but somehow hoped for a miracle.  And there was a strong 
misreading of the political picture, even among the Muslims.  A very 
prominent Iranian told me he was certain the transfer of power from 
the Shah to a more democratic system would follow the Spanish 
example of Franco to Juan Carlos.

Most Iranians thought the American government--or the 
British--was either behind the rise of Khomeini or that they could 
control it.  People were losing their sense of reality.  When the 
mutiny started to spread in earnest, the Shah was already bereft of 
his advisers, and he did not have courage or the presence of mind to 
confront the crisis.  Soon, the reins of power went over to Khomeini, 
manipulating Iran through a single telephone line, from under an 
apple tree in a Parisian suburb.

Haj Habib was probably as surprised and helpless as all the 
others.  The Jewish community did not seem to be guided or advised 
or have a life of its own in the uprooting of all accepted norms.  The 
heads of the community had left the country. Habib was still dining 
out at the Asr club, the favorite meeting place of the high and the 
mighty, where the Elghanayan brothers and a few other rich Jews 
basked.  Soon, the Asr closed its doors.  Habib had to be at his house 
before eight every evening because of the curfew.  There was only 
an old caretaker to tend to his needs.  His wife Nikkhah, whom he 
considered to be his lucky charm, had died.  The electricity was cut.  
Habib would light a candle, go to bed and weep into his pillow, as 
he confessed to a very close friend.

The old order was folding.  The city was up in the acrid 
smoke of burning tires.  The massive demonstrations and marches 
never stopped.  Habib was one of the last Jewish leaders still around 
in Tehran.  Habib was isolated and afraid, in a way he had not been 
for many years, perhaps since the beginning of his manhood and 
FDUHHU���0RVW�RI�WKH�LQÀXHQWLDO�SHRSOH�KH�NQHZ�KDG�ORVW�WKHLU�SRZHU���
His connections were gone, his wealth was already beyond his 
UHDFK���:KHQ�WKH�6KDK�OHIW�DQG�.KRPHLQL�ÀHZ�LQ�WHQ�GD\V�ODWHU�RQ�
an Air-France carrier, Elghanayan must have realized he had missed 
WKH�EXV�WR�IUHHGRP���,W�ZDV�WRR�ODWH�WR�ÀHH���6RRQ��WKH�UHYROXWLRQDULHV�
came after him.
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the Mahalleh and take care of Jewish education as well as promulgate 
the interests of the community, its organization, its dignity and self-
reliance, they still sought the support of the American Joint, and 
other Jewish organizations outside Iran.

Over seventy thousand Iranian Jews came to Israel between 
1948 and the Revolution.  Some ten thousand returned.  By 1998, 
the Iranian Jews and their descendants in Israel count close to two 
hundred thousand.  They have come up in life from the days in the 
HDUO\�¿IWLHV��ZKHQ�WKH\�VWDUWHG�DUULYLQJ�HQ�PDVVH�DQG�RIWHQ�VHWWOHG�
in the border areas, attacked by marauders and terrorists, unable 
to adequately communicate with the bureaucracy, who usually 
simply took them for granted.  They were forced to start their lives 
from scratch but, unlike many others, did not make complaining a 
SURIHVVLRQ�� �0RVW�VHWWOHG�GRZQ�DQG�VWUXJJOHG�WKURXJK�WKH�GLI¿FXOW�
years in an entirely hostile environment with perseverance and 
discipline.  They raised families, they got educated, they bore the 
country’s burden with as much distinction as any other community 
thrown into the Israeli melting pot.  Some have emerged as national 
leaders.

The Jews who immigrated to Israel were not benevolently 
supported by the parent community, which sent them on their way 
often with some marginal help from personal funds, given by people 
like Haj Habib.  The leaders of the community preferred having 
them in Israel rather than in the Mahalleh, where they had to be 
observed and helped, even if the Joint was there with American 
Jewish money.  Nor would Israel accept a situation where the Iranian 
rich had done everything to keep their poor to themselves and 
prevent their emigration.  Therein lies a paradox, of course.  There 
was a lot of good work done in the Mahalleh, where the health and 
FRPPXQLW\�VHUYLFHV�EHJDQ�WR�EH�RUJDQL]HG���%XW�OLIH�LQ�LWV�FRQ¿QHV�
ZDV�GLI¿FXOW���:RXOG�LW�KDYH�EHHQ�EHWWHU�IRU�WKH�SRRU�WR�VWD\�EHKLQG�
and the rich to have made greater efforts to save them from their 
predicament, or was it better for these people to make their Aliyah, 
ZLWK�DOO�LWV�GLVFRPIRUWV�DQG�GDQJHUV��DQG�KHOS�WKHP�¿QG�D�EHWWHU�OLIH"��
The boundaries of this quandary were not always clearly drawn and 
we should not rake them over. 

In any case, the Iranian Olim did not form an Iranian party 
nor demand extra consideration or corrective bias for having been 
poor and uneducated and having received very little from the 
government. Indeed, the Iranian Aliyah gave more than it received.

In Iran, the rapid and continued transfer from the ghetto to 
the city, the outstanding achievements in the space of only a few 
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ZRXOG�JR�GRZQ�ODVW���0DQ\�,UDQLDQV�VKDUHG�+DELE¶V�FRQ¿GHQFH�WKDW�
things would eventually turn out well.  Hoveyda himself refused the 
Shah’s offer to have him spirited out of the country.  He too felt he 
had done nothing wrong.

In 1974, I accompanied a delegation of prominent Iranians 
headed by Haj Habib, who came on a visit to Israel.  They were 
ZLQHG�DQG�GLQHG�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�PHHWLQJV�ZLWK�LPSRUWDQW�RI¿FLDOV���
Never did Haj Habib complain of Iranian anti-Semitism or lack of 
opportunities because of his Jewish religion.  He spoke highly of his 
FRXQWU\�DQG�RI�LWV�RI¿FLDOV�DQG�JDYH�SRVLWLYH�DVVHVVPHQWV�UHJDUGLQJ�
its future.

Habib had been to Israel many times before, but this once 
he seemed moved more than usual by what he had seen.  He told 
me he wanted to stay behind and crisscross the country with me, 
to visit every corner.  We did, one whole day.  We had time for a 
visit to the Western Wall and other sites in Jerusalem, which Habib 
had never had time to see well or hear their fuller story.  But that is 
where the private visit ended, Habib had to rush back to Tehran for 
some business reasons.  During the few hours I spent with him, I had 
an opportunity to understand him just a little better.  At one point 
he asked me if I knew where he got his wealth.  He then took out a 
plastic comb from his breast pocket and said this is how he became 
rich.  His brother Jean was in New York and knew the importance 
that plastic could have as an industry in Iran, just after the Second 
World War.  Jean sent the equipment for the plastic factory and the 
SURGXFWV�ZHUH�D�JUHDW�KLW�DQG�VROG�LPPHGLDWHO\�DW�D�JUHDW�SUR¿W���7KLV�
was the beginning of the Pelasco empire.

Like most Iranian Jews, Habib Elghanayan was genuinely 
attached to Israel.  Yet the elite of his community were not great 
money contributors to the State of Israel.  The Jews of Iran, by the 
end of the sixties, had probably become per capita the richest in 
the world and could have afforded a great deal more.  Organized 
contribution to Israel was practiced more liberally in the West.  
Maybe the thirty years that had passed since the end of the Second 
:RUOG�:DU�ZHUH�QRW�VXI¿FLHQW�WR�DFTXLUH�WKLV�SUDFWLFH���7KHUH�ZDV�
still a lack of permanence in the air for the Jews and money was 
GLI¿FXOW�WR�SDUW�ZLWK�EHFDXVH�LW�UHSUHVHQWHG�VHFXULW\���,Q�DQ\�FDVH��LW�
was proscribed by the government and thus fraught with dangers.

Iranian Jews were quite open-handed when there were 
individual cases of hardships like lack of dowry, required for 
prospective brides.  Yet, in the seventies, when the wealthy Jews of 
Tehran could have easily afforded to tend to their needy brethren in 
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had come such a long way from its past.
,Q� WKH� H[SHULHQFH� RI� ,UDQLDQ� -HZV�� RI¿FLDOV�� RU� HQHPLHV��

referred to as soorer--could be always paid off, it was only a question 
of price.  In the old days, when the ghetto was attacked or some 
akhund [Shi’ite clergyman] or hoodlum was sent down to torture 
the Jews, or did it on his own initiative, it was usually to extract 
money.  The subject of dangers to the life and limb of a person like 
Elghanayan, therefore, never came up in that Summer of 1976.  In 
the worst case, it would be some property that had to be given up.  
But no one could imagine that the Shah would leave, or if he left, 
that Khomeini would replace him, or if and when he did, he would 
execute the head of the Jewish community.  Of all the many people 
that I talked to in those waning days of the Pahlavi regime, not one 
raised the specter of the Shah’s fall or the horrors that would come in 
LWV�ZDNH���2QO\�RQH�SHUVRQ��0R]DIDU�0RVVDQHQ��RQFH�WROG�PH�LQ�D�¿W�
of frankness that if ever the mollahs came to power, they would shed 
a lot of blood.  On other occasions I met with a number of Shi’ite 
clergymen, in Qazvin, Tehran, and Shiraz, and in conversations I 
had with them they said they would soon take the country over and 
everything would be put right.  On those occasions, I remember 
being stunned and disbelieving.

My mission in Iran ended in October 1977.  I returned 
to Israel and was put in charge of Iranian affairs at the Foreign 
Ministry, which gave me an observation point to watch the rapidly 
GHWHULRUDWLQJ�VLWXDWLRQ�WKHUH���:H�RUJDQL]HG�DGGLWLRQDO�ÀLJKWV�RI�(O�
Al to Tehran to take as many Jews out as would want to go and 
urged them to do so.  Toward the end of 1978 the feeling of the 
approaching hurricane was still an impossible vision.  In all honesty, 
LW�ZDV� GLI¿FXOW� IRU� WKH� -HZV� WR� MXVW� JHW� XS� DQG� OHDYH��*R�ZKHUH"��
'R�ZKDW"� �'DYXG�(OJKDQD\DQ��+DELE¶V� EURWKHU��ZLWK� WUHPHQGRXV�
experience behind him, was in London, but did venture out to Tehran, 
during the days of total confusion that had overcome the Pahlavi 
regime.  Davud was going out to Tehran to attempt to save some of 
the family property, which he said could be sold for a considerable 
discount to the Muslim businessmen.  I had the good fortune to meet 
him just prior to his departure.  He knew it was risky.  Habib, who 
was in New York City, simply could not be persuaded to stay put.  
He followed Davud Khan.  In his passage to Tehran via Tel-Aviv, he 
met with Dr. Habib Levy, a well-known historian of Iranian Jewish 
times.  Levy in his turn endeavored to keep Elghanayan back.  Habib 
said he could not imagine what would become of all the unfortunates 
who had no one to turn to.  He said he was the captain of the ship and 
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framework of their national interests.  All of which demonstrates the 
fact that his knowledge of the mentality of his countrymen was in 
IDFW�VXSHU¿FLDO���&HUWDLQO\��LW�ZDV�RXW�RI�WRXFK�ZLWK�WKH�QHZ�UHDOLWLHV�

Habib’s telephone conversation with the then prime minister 
Hoveyda, which I overheard, was on a morning toward the end of 
summer.  The Tehran heat was abating, but most people were still 
away at summer resorts or on a holiday in Europe.  Haj Habib’s 
house was cool.  The porch we were sitting on was swamped by 
ÀRZHUV�IURP�ZHOO�ZLVKHUV��WKH�SLVWDFKLRV��WKH�IUXLWV�DQG�shirini were 
on the table.  Haj Habib was relaxing.  I asked what his intentions 
were, now that it had been proven he was not exempt from the rough-
and-tumble descending upon the country as a result of the economic 
chaos and the Shah’s personal and haphazard involvement in it.  Did 
he not think that the time had come for him to pick up his things and 
OHDYH��DW�OHDVW�IRU�D�SHULRG��XQWLO�WKH�GXVW�VHWWOHG"�'LG�KH�QRW�FRQVLGHU�
his imprisonment, after a court-inspired press campaign against 
VSHFXODWRUV�ZLWK�D�¿QJHU�SRLQWHG�DW�(OJKDQD\DQ�WKH�-HZ��D�VLJQ�RI�
ZRUVH�WKLQJV�WR�FRPH"��'LG�WKLV�ZKROH�HSLVRGH�QRW�VLJQLI\�DQ\WKLQJ�
WR�KLP��DV�D�OHDGHU�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�FRPPXQLW\"�

Elghanayan denied being perturbed by the events.  He told 
PH�WKDW�QRZ�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZRXOG�EH�¿QH���+RYH\GD�VDLG�VR���+H�WKHQ�
added that the prime minister had even promised him to increase 
his share of aluminum pellets, supplied by the government to the 
aluminum factories, a bone of contention, since it was the ministry of 
industry that allotted them.  These pellets could not be imported by 
private companies and the Elghanayans had just put up the biggest 
DOXPLQXP�SUR¿OH�IDFWRU\�LQ�7HKHUDQ���(OJKDQD\DQ�VDLG�KH�KRSHG�WKH�
6KDK�ZRXOG�DSSURYH�WKH�LQVWDOODWLRQ�RI�D�¿YH�WKRXVDQG�WRQ�SUHVV�IRU�
aluminum extrusion, which would put Elghanayan’s factory beyond 
competition.  I did not argue with him, as I well understood how 
hopeless it would be.  But I was deeply concerned, as all the signs 
were that the economic crisis was deepening and the Shah seemed 
at his wit’s end, issuing farman upon farman (royal decree), many at 
total divergence with each other, in any case never obeyed.  I had a 
KHDY\�IRUHERGLQJ�RI�DSSURDFKLQJ�GLVDVWHU��WKRXJK�,�FRXOG�QRW�GH¿QH�
it. 

Those of us who had lived in the West and were better 
DFTXDLQWHG�ZLWK�WKH�WXUQV�RI�IRUWXQH�RI�WKH�*HUPDQ�-HZV��FRXOG�PRUH�
easily relate to the blindness that prevented the escape of many Jews.  
$SSUHKHQVLRQV�ZHUH�GLI¿FXOW�WR�H[SODLQ��VLQFH�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�YLVLEOH�
signs of immediate danger.  And most of all, it was the inbred feeling 
of Haj Habib himself that no harm could befall him in an Iran that 
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him that all would be well. Habib could return to his normal life, 
Hoveyda said, now that he had gone through the two consecutive 
prison terms.  Hoveyda implied that Habib’s imprisonment had been 
willed by His Majesty to make him an example unto the others.  In 
this case, the Jewish businessman was shown to be treated like the 
other businessmen who were reprimanded by the Shah.

Inadvertently, I overheard the conversation with the Prime 
Minister.  Habib glowed at the many compliments showered on 
him by Hoveyda, who also told him that the Shah was sending his 
best wishes--which we shall of course never be able to corroborate.  
Hoveyda was a decent fellow and probably well understood the 
stupidity of Elghanayan’s arrest and banishment to Sanandaj, then 
his renewed arrest in Tehran, upon his descent from the airplane.  
The reason he was taken back to jail was that he had anticipated 
DQ�RI¿FLDO�DQQRXQFHPHQW�RI�KLV�UHOHDVH�DQG�KDG�DFWHG�RQ�KLV�RZQ��
ZKHQ�KH�OHIW�6DQDQGDM���(OJKDQD\DQ¶V�VHOI�FRQ¿GHQFH�ZDV�WDNHQ�DV�
presumptuousness.

Habib’s return to police custody was attended with 
embarrassing publicity.  To a man of his stature, it could have been 
a fatal blow, but Elghanayan seemed to be taking it in his stride.  
In fact, I know today that Habib’s sojourn in prison was severely 
traumatic.  He just could not bring himself to accept the fact that 
he was being treated like a criminal, after all he had done for his 
country, which he had loved and worked for.

The Shah’s treatment of Elghanayan was not gone unnoticed 
by Khomeini, who also decided to make an example of Elghanayan, 
albeit in a much more brutal fashion.  Elghanayan’s vulnerability 
had become clear to everyone but himself.  When Habib was warned 
of dangers from the Khomeini regime, he showed enormous naivete.  
Did he think the new regime, which had risen against injustice, 
would be unwilling to embarrass him, after all he had done for 
WKH� JRRG� RI� WKH� FRXQWU\"� ,Q� IDFW��ZKDW�+DELE� IHDUHG�PRVW�� DV� KH�
admitted to a close friend, was a strike paralyzing his factories, an 
additional loss of face in the upper echelons of power and among his 
own peers, the new industrialists of Iran.  Habib’s attitude may be 
incomprehensible, when we look back at the dangers everyone knew 
he was running when he insisted on returning to Iran.  However, 
after a lifetime of relentless work and extraordinary achievements, 
it was his position in Iranian society that was uppermost in his mind.  
He thought he could prevent a disruption in his enterprises if he 
VWD\HG�RQ�DQG�JXLGHG�WKHP�WKURXJK�WKH�FULVLV���+H�ZDV�FRQ¿GHQW�RI�
the revolutionaries’ even-handed attitude toward his person in the 
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shall never know the exact reason, if one indeed ever existed.  But 
we know the atmosphere.  The killing of my Kourosh classmate 
Albert Danial Pour was probably motivated by the same urge to put 
the Jews down and demonstrate to the Jewish community that total 
obedience and humility were now going to be the norms for the 
Jews of Iran.

We know what the role of the European powers, the United 
States, and the Alliance Israelite was under Nassereddin and 
Mozafareddin Shahs before the end of the Qajars.  They sometimes 
saved the situation but did not change the circumstances.  Under 
the Pahlavis, the Jews pulled themselves out of the wretchedness 
of the ghetto.  Habib Elghanayan is an illustrative example of this 
VHOI�UHOLDQFH�DQG�LQLWLDWLYH���3HUKDSV�WKLV�WRR�LQÀXHQFHG�WKH�WKLQNLQJ�
of the revolutionaries.  They wanted no more interference from the 
outside in favor of the Jews.  Nor did they want the Jews to be too 
self-assured.

For me, the story of Haj Habib Elghanayan probably 
best represents the passage of the community from a persecuted 
and submissive minority to a place under the sun.  There was a 
reassertion of inbred, though long dormant, Jewish intelligence and 
talents.  Haj Habib has become the embodiment of the Iranian Jewish 
community’s story, its exceptional rise and its renewed fall under 
an oppressive fundamentalist regime, and its nearly total, sudden 
GLVSHUVDO�DIWHU�WZHQW\�¿YH�KXQGUHG�\HDUV���(OJKDQD\DQ¶V�VKRXOG�EH�
examined in that light.

Habib Elghanayan’s position in Iranian business society, 
however, was severely undermined by the Shah, in the Summer of 
�������7KLV�ZDV�LQ�WKH�ZDNH�RI�D�UDSLGO\�ULVLQJ�LQÀDWLRQ�DV�D�UHVXOW�
of uncontrolled spending spree that followed the tremendous jump 
in incomes after the oil crisis in 1973.  The economy had gone into a 
spin and the government had lost control.  Instead of reforming the 
HFRQRP\��D�VORZ�DQG�GLI¿FXOW�SURFHVV��WKH�6KDK�GHFLGHG�WR�WDNH�KLV�
wrath out on a number of industrialists who had raised the prices of 
their products, and jailed them.  Habib Elghanayan was one of them.  
After several months, he was released.  At the time, I was minister 
plenipotentiary at Israel’s mission in Tehran.  I went to see Habib.  
His hair had only partially grown back, after it was shaved in the 
Tehran prison.  Earlier, he had been banished for several months to 
Sanandaj for so-called overcharging, an accusation that had never 
UHDOO\�EHHQ�MXVWL¿HG���:KHQ�,�FDOOHG�RQ�KLP�WKDW�GD\��KH�ZDV�UHVWLQJ�
and was in good spirits.  We had a long chat, interrupted by a phone 
call from Prime Minister Amir-Abbas Hoveyda. The latter assured 
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modern times, it is Haj Habib Elghanayan who attracted the greatest 
attention, often for good reason.  He was a man of few words, but 
he had a princely presence and dignity.  He was also very wealthy, 
even if not the richest of the rich in Iran.  For all his often impatient 
manner, he was generous to all around him, to his workers and his 
employees and to all those who turned to him for help.  He was very 
prominent in the upper circles of the Iranian economy and industry.  
+H�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�-HZLVK�PHUFKDQW�WR�HQWHU�WKH�QDWLRQDO�&KDPEHU�RI�
Commerce, where he played an important role in opening up Iran to 
the outside world.

He may also have attracted the attention of the non-Jews for 
the wrong reasons. There was the innate Anti-Semitism of the Shi’ite 
populace and some of the religious leaders, and of many among its 
new ruling class.  Nonetheless, Habib, as others, enjoyed tolerable 
to good relations with his peers in the new industrialist circles and 
progressively, in the upper echelons of power.  Much of this was 
also true of many Jews who emerged into the moneyed world of 
Iran’s post-World War II economy.  The post-War period, especially 
after Mossadeq who nationalized the Iranian oil industry, became a 
watershed.  Many went from abject poverty to untold riches.

Eventually, however, it was the wrong reasons that turned 
the new Shi’ite power against Elghanayan.  The revolutionaries 
swept away the old-new order.  Whatever the merits of Khomeini’s 
Revolution for the Iranian nation may have been, the revolutionaries 
UHYHUVHG� WKH� RI¿FLDO� WROHUDQFH� H[HUFLVHG� DOVR� LQ� SUDFWLFH� WRZDUG�
the Jews under the Pahlavi dynasty.  This reversal, so tellingly 
demonstrated by the killing of the well-known head of the community, 
prompted the Jewish population to leave the country en masse.

Shall we ever know the exact reasons why Habib Elghanayan 
ZDV�VDFUL¿FHG�RQ�WKH�DOWDU�RI�WKH�,VODPLF�5HYROXWLRQ"�)RU�EHLQJ�D�
-HZ"��)RU�EHLQJ�D�ULFK�-HZ"��)RU�EHLQJ�WKH�XQGLVSXWHG�OHDGHU�RI�WKH�
community (in the eyes of Khomeini and the revolutionary court), 
and thus, in the eyes of that crowd, a “Zionist,” an enemy of the 
PRVWD]¶D¿Q��WKH�GRZQWURGGHQ"��:DV�LW�(OJKDQD\DQ¶V�DFKLHYHPHQWV�
DQG�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�OLIH�WKDW�WKH�UHYROXWLRQDULHV�GLVOLNHG"�:DV�LW�D�VLFN�
craving for Jewish property (a craving that we are familiar with for 
FHQWXULHV�EHIRUH� WKH�3DKODYLV�"� �'LG�.KRPHLQL��ZKR�XQEHQGLQJO\�
resisted the many cries for clemency issued from the four corners of 
the world, want to make Elghanayan an example unto the other Jews, 
or did he want to kill him as a Jewish representative of the Pahlavi 
UHJLPH"��2U�UDWKHU��ZDV�KLV�DLP�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�WR�WKH�0XVOLPV�WKDW�
WKH�QHZ�UHJLPH�NLOOHG�-HZV�DV�ZHOO�DV�0XVOLPV"��4XLWH�SUREDEO\�ZH�
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Jewish presence was relegated to the ghettoes.  However, and that is 
the thrust of my story, the Jews of Iranian descent did maintain their 
umbilical cord to their ancient mother culture.  But by the end of the 
Qajar dynasty in the mid-twenties, that cord had been worn rather 
thin.  The connection of Iranian Jews to their ancient past would have 
withered away had not the new Pahlavi dynasty established different 
norms, which helped the Iranian Jews begin their exit from the 
ghetto.  In there lies a great marvel: how, after centuries of unrivaled 
oppression and impoverishment, having largely lost communication 
with the outside world as a result of political upheavals, this group 
of people survived until the advent of a more liberal regime.  Jewish 
independence in the Holy Land was revived simultaneously with 
the emergence of the descendants of the ancient Hebrews from their 
ghettoes in Iran.

To some extent we are all the progeny of the Jews, exiled 
IURP�WKH�+RO\�/DQG���%XW�,UDQLDQ�-HZV�ZHUH�DPRQJ�WKH�¿UVW�WR�FORVH�
the circle and begin the arduous return to the Promised Land in the 
second half of the nineteenth century.  Perhaps out of desperation 
with their lives in the oppression-ridden cities and towns of Persia, 
perhaps out of an inherited belief in their destiny as Jews and an 
inculcated longing for Zion, people like Molla Mokhtar ben Elazar 
Levi who settled in Safed in 1832 and later many others including 
Hakim Davud Zargar of Isfahan, Meir Kashani, Agha Baba Shirazi, 
Molla Haim Elazar, Penhas Rabi Hanina and many more made their 
Aliyah into the Holy Land.  In those days, this was fraught with 
dangers at least as great, and probably greater, than those that met 
the organized waves of the Biluyim��DQG�WKH�¿UVW��VHFRQG��DQG�WKLUG�
Aliyahs from Eastern Europe.  The immigration of East European 
Jews, which began in an organized fashion in the latter part of the 
nineteenth century, had the backing of the Zionist Congress and, at 
WLPHV�� WKH� VXSSRUW�RI�:HVWHUQ�SRZHUV��¿QDQFHG�E\� WKH�5RWVFKLOGV�
and other benefactors. The Iranian Jews did not seek and did not 
have this support.

,W� LV�RQ� WKLV�EDFNJURXQG��YHU\�EULHÀ\�SXW�� WKDW�ZH�REVHUYH�
the rebirth of a promising community, at the head of which a man 
like Haj Habib Elghanayan stood for many years.  There were many 
other leaders, whose strength of character and resourcefulness, 
whose careers from rags to riches in only a few years and whose 
involvement with the fortunes of their community, could serve as an 
image of the brief history of the Persian Jews between Reza Pahlavi 
and Rouhollah Khomeini.  The names that readily come to mind are 
those of Haji Aziz Elghanayan, Dr. Sapir and many others.  But in 
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regime killed Habib, the recognized head of Iranian Jewry.  The 
execution of Habib Elghanayan dispensed with the symbol of this 
FRPPXQLW\¶V�DFKLHYHPHQWV�DQG�VHOI�FRQ¿GHQFH��DQG�UHOHJDWHG�LW�WR�
its lowly status before modern times.

Iran’s Jews have lived on the Iranian plateau for over 
twenty-seven centuries, beginning with the eighth century BC, to 
the Mesopotamian plane.  A part of this community returned to 
the Holy Land with Nehemiah and Ezra.  The others remained and 
rapidly spread over a vast area.  As inhabitants of what was the 
Persian Empire, in the Talmudic period, the Jews were second only 
to the Zoroastrians. The hundreds of thousands of Jews who dwelt 
in the Iranian regions were wiped out, together with much of other 
populations, when the Mongols overran the area in the thirteenth 
century.

The turbulent events after the Mongol invasion did not take 
kindly to the Jews.  The hardships and the intolerance of the new 
rulers prevented the Jews from reasserting themselves.  And yet, 
they maintained their traditions and their collective memory.  The 
ancient empires and cults that forcibly moved the Jews from their 
birthplace to the Iranian plateau, on the other hand, disappeared into 
the mists of history.  In the words of Omar Khayyam: “The lion and 
the lizard keep / The halls where ancient kings / Played and drank 
deep.”

There were at times serious inroads into the Jewish population 
as a result of forcible Islamicization.  Throughout the Middle Ages 
and up to the twentieth century, the history of the Jews remains as 
often tragic in the Iranian space as it was in the lands of Europe.  The 
continued isolation and backwardness of their environment made 
these Jew lose their contact with the other communities.  The level 
of Iranian Jewish education and erudition, high at the beginning of 
the Exile, slowly deteriorated under the effects of persisting religious 
persecution and deepening poverty.

Unlike the Jews of Spain in the eighth to the eleventh 
centuries and those in other Muslim countries, the Persian-speaking 
Jews of Iran and Central Asia did not rise to prominence under their 
Islamic rulers.  There were no Ibn Shapruts or Shmuel Hanagids 
ZKR�H[HUFLVHG�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�WKH�VXOWDQV��WKHUH�ZDV�QR�
Rambam who rose to great prominence under the Mamelukes in 
Egypt.  In neighboring Mesopotamia, Jewish personalities began 
playing a role in the modernization of Iraq, which emerged after 
the First World War, in the waning days of the Ottoman Empire.  In 
the regions under Iranian rule, certainly after the twelfth century, 
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Aryeh Levin

Ambassador Aryeh Levin was born in Tehran Iran into a Russian Jewish 
family.  He went to Kourosh Elementary School and the American Community 
School in Tehran.  He migrated to Israel in 1950.  In 1956 he served in the Israeli 
army intelligence at general headquarters.  He received his degree from Hebrew 
University in Middle Eastern studies and political science.  In 1962, he started 
his career in the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs and was appointed to the 
Iran and Horn of Africa desk.  Some of his governmental positions have been: 
Ambassador, Head of Political Research, Head of Diplomatic Mission in Paris, 
Tehran, Moscow, Rwanda, and the United Nations.  Since 1994, he has been 
lecturing all over the world on foreign affairs.

_______

As most of us know, the name Elghanayan derives from 
Elkana, the father of the prophet Shmuel.  Hannah, Shmuel’s 
mother, thanked the Lord for the good fortune reserved for her son:  
“Mekim meafar dal, meashpot yarim evyon, lehoshiv im nedivim.”  
[He raiseth up the poor out of the dust and lifteth the beggar from 
the dunghill to set them among princes.]  This encapsulates Habib 
Elghanayan’s own story as well as that of the meteoric rise of his 
community, emerging from the ghetto.  The Shi’ite revolutionary 
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the desecration of an antecedent religion.  One respondent knew of 
an incident where a knisa was attacked; he did not know anything 
about the extent or nature of the damage, though he had heard that 
the attacker was arrested and put in jail for several hours. 

In 1978, there were ominous signs and threats, yet some 
Iranian Jews were reluctant to leave their ancestral homeland.  
$OWKRXJK�PDQ\�KDG� IDUHG�ZHOO� ¿QDQFLDOO\�� WKLQJV�ZHUH� EHFRPLQJ�
worse for the Jewish people.  The Jewish population did not 
comprehend the weakness of the popular support for the nationalistic 
policies implemented by the Pahlavis.  Not all Jews shared the same 
sense of urgency, and not all had the desire to leave.  At that time, 
knisot and Jewish schools continued to function, the Anjoman-e 
Kalimian (Central Jewish Association) was meeting, and there 
was a Jewish deputy in the majles (Parliament).27  A group of 
young Jewish intellectuals participated in the Revolution.28  Some 
Jewish households displayed a picture of Ayatollah Khomeini, an 
appropriate way of recognizing him as the political leader and head 
of government.  Those Jews who showed support for the political 
unrest hoped matters would moderate in a way that would enable 
them to live under a new regime subject to their status as a religious 
minority; a status under which they had lived for most of the past 
twenty-seven hundred years. 

The educational and economic changes instituted by the 
Pahlavis brought about a profound transformation of the social and 
cultural conditions for the Jewish community in Iran.  Nevertheless, 
there was and still is continuity in many aspects of the basic ideas of 
traditional Iranian cultural values.  Following the political changes 
of 1979, there was a return to the Islamic religious principles in the 
area of the cultural and societal status of religious minorities.

27 *UXHQ����
28 Fischer and Abedi, 314, n. 78.
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abroad for further schooling.  Some families took steps to provide 
their children, especially sons, with a foothold in another country.

 Khomeini’s grievances with the Pahlavi policies included 
the establishment of intimate ties with Israel as a betrayal of the 
0XVOLP�FDXVH���7KH�¿UVW�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�3DOHVWLQH�TXHVWLRQ�
was shown in May 1948 when a prominent religious leader publicly 
called for Iranian volunteers to be sent to Palestine to hinder the 
establishment of a Jewish state.20  In April 1963, Khomeini declared 
that the Shah’s regime was fundamentally opposed to Islam and to the 
existence of the religious class, adding that the Shah’s government 
had offended Islamic scholars in accordance with plans and goals 
conceived in Israel.21  Khomeini further stated that Israel wanted to 
seize the economy, destroy the trade and agriculture, and appropriate 
the wealth of Iran.22  That same year (1963) Khomeini declared that 
the Pahlavi strategy was the total obliteration of Islamic ordinances, 
because the consequence of the Pahlavi abolition of the requirement 
that judges be Muslim and male would be that Jews and Christians 
would decide on matters concerning the honor and person of 
Muslims.23  In 1968, the year immediately following the 1967 Arab-
Israeli war, Sayyid Mahmud Taleqani, a religious leader who had 
attended the conference of scholars held in conjunction with the hajj 
(annual pilgrimage to Mecca), sermonized that the Iranian scholars 
felt embarrassed before those from other Islamic countries because 
of the aid that the Shah had given to Israel.24  In 1970, in a series 
of lectures directed to students of the religious sciences who might 
EH� H[SHFWHG� WR� DVVXPH� SRVLWLRQV� RI� LQÀXHQFH� LQ�0XVOLP� VRFLHW\��
Khomeini described Jews as the agents of America, Britain, and 
other foreign powers.25  In 1978, Khomeini stated that by bringing 
,VUDHO�LQWR�H[LVWHQFH�$PHULFD�DQG�%ULWDLQ�LQÀLFWHG�PLVHU\�RQ�0XVOLP�
peoples, adding that the Shah’s recognition of a government of 
unbelievers was offensive.26  Iranian Jews understood the powerful 
LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKHVH�PHVVDJHV��WKRXJK�PDQ\�VWLOO�GLG�QRW�EHOLHYH�WKDW�
there was an immediate reason for undue concern. 

It should be noted that the fundamental Islamic regime under 
Ayatollah Khomeini did show some tolerance toward and discouraged 

20 Algar, 745.
21 Khomeini, 177-78; also Mottahedeh, 190-91.
22 Khomeini, 177-78.
23 Ibid., 175.
24 Fischer and Abedi, 155.
25 Ibid., 47; 25-26.
26 Khomeini, 214.
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not pass” when he was not harassed and humiliated, and further, 
he discovered that his grades were better when he wrote his exams 
XVLQJ�JUHHQ�LQN����*UHHQ�LV�WKH�FRORU�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�SURSKHW�$OL���

Another person said that there “was not much difference” 
between Muslims and himself—“all were Iranians”—adding that he 
felt equal to any Muslim.  Yet some of his closest Muslim friends 
would not drink from the same cup that he had used—even when 
they were chided by other Muslims and told they were foolish.  
Traditionally, Jews were considered to be unclean (najes).  They 
were forbidden to touch water or to be outdoors when it rained, as 
it was believed that water transmitted the impurities from the Jews 
to the Muslims.  The Jewish man admitted that “down deep in their 
hearts” his friends were aware of his Jewishness and “down deep in 
his own heart” he too felt his Jewishness as a factor segregating him 
from the Muslim majority. 

Similarly, a Jewish man and a Muslim man had been friends 
for years.  They visited in each other’s homes and spent many hours 
talking about different matters.  The fact that the Muslim man would 
eat in the Jewish household whenever he was visiting at mealtime 
illustrated the warmth of their friendship.19  One day during the 
course of a conversation, the Jewish man asked his friend what he 
would do if Muslims were told to kill the Jews.  The immediate 
UHSO\�ZDV��³<RX�ZLOO�EH�WKH�¿UVW�RQH�,�ZLOO�NLOO�´��7KRXJK�WKH�0XVOLP�
man may have intended his answer to be a joke, the Jewish man 
understood that one does not jest about these matters and that the 
reply should be taken seriously. 

By the late 1970s, the gathering clouds motivated many 
Jewish families to consider various options.  For the preceding two 
decades some families had been sending their children (usually 
VRQV��WR�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��,VUDHO��RU�(XURSH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHQH¿W�IURP�
specialized and advanced studies in disciplines such as engineering, 
PHGLFLQH��DQG�UHODWHG�¿HOGV���7KH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�ZDV�D�SRSXODU�FKRLFH�
because of its policies toward Iran and the government of the Shah.  
Though many Jewish students were enrolled in secularized Iranian 
schools and universities established under the Pahlavis (especially in 
Tehran and Isfahan), there had been advantages for further schooling 
abroad.  A diploma from an American or European university was 
a prestigious professional asset.  But now a sense of urgency was 
developing and there were different reasons for sending children 

19 Because of the many religious differences regarding food among both 
Muslims and Jews, coupled with religious prohibitions and restrictions concerning 
food, eating together is indicative of formulating close social bonds. (Plisken, 
249, n.7)
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to them.  They were employed by the state and its institutions 
(banks, schools, and universities) and were able to acquire assets 
to a degree that previously had not been possible.  They were able 
to visit Israel as well as travel to the United States and Europe for 
business purposes or vacations, and send their children abroad for 
schooling.  The Pahlavi regime did not discourage the bond between 
Jews and Israel; contact with Israel was routine and unrestricted.  
Visits to Israel were no longer known as a pilgrimage, or hajj, but 
were now called a “trip” or “tour.”17 

In the interviews I preformed while investigating my 
research, my respondents described the decades preceding the 
5HYROXWLRQ�RI������DV�WKH�EHVW�WKLUW\�¿YH�\HDUV�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�
Iranian Jews.  In the mid 1940s, Jews from every part of Iran began 
WR�PRYH�WR�7HKUDQ���7KH�PLJUDWLRQ�DFFHOHUDWHG�GXULQJ�WKH�PLG�¿IWLHV�
and continued until the 1970s.  They were attracted by the readily 
available jobs and the luxury of being hired and promoted under the 
aegis of the Pahlavi government without regard to religion—or at 
least not any overt regards.  Along with the economic opportunities—
and perhaps even more attractive—was the security and greater 
social freedom promised by the Pahlavi policies.  Life in Tehran was 
QRW�DV�FRQ¿QLQJ�DV�LW�KDG�EHHQ�SUHYLRXVO\�LQ�WKH�mahalleh.18 

Yet certain traditions persisted in the Jewish-Muslim 
GLDORJXH���7KH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�GLPLQLVKHG��EXW�LW�GLG�QRW�
disappear.  The tenets of Islam guided Muslim-Jewish interaction, 
as an undercurrent of tension waxed and waned.  Jews had legal 
ULJKWV��EXW�WKHUH�UHPDLQHG�D�GH¿FLHQF\�LQ�WKH�VFRSH�DQG�ODWLWXGH�RI�
their business and professional freedoms.  Without exception, all 
of my respondents praised the Pahlavis and their policies, but none 
proclaimed that they were completely at ease.  Even if an individual 
did not know of his/her “Jewishness” from household and family, 
Jews were certainly aware of it on the street where the population 
made them know they were Jewish; discrimination was “thick.”  
Newspaper articles indirectly questioned why Jews were given 
such prominent positions in the government and banks and at the 
universities.  A doctor told me that in medical school “a day did 

17 From the late nineteenth century (and presumably earlier) until as 
recently as the 1930s, Iranian Jews who went to Jerusalem were entitled to the 
KRQRUL¿F�³hajji”�the title for Muslims who made a pilgrimage to Mecca.
18  The mahalleh��ZKLFK�¿QGV� LWV�:HVWHUQ�SDUDOOHO� LQ� WKH� -HZLVK�*KHWWRV�
of European cities, is the area in each city or town where the Jewish community 
lived. Prior to the modernization policies of the Pahlavi regime in the mid-
twentieth century, Jewish cultural, social, and family events were geographically 
OLPLWHG�WR�WKH�FRQ¿QHV�RI�WKH�mahalleh.
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religious judges retained, not only in family and personal matters, 
but also in some business and legal issues such as contracts.15 

The statement of devoutness for Jews in Iran centered 
on performing mitzvot, pious deeds.  The arena for women to do 
mitzvot was limited to the domestic setting of home and family, 
whereas for men the arena was the public knisa setting.  By the 
mid-1950s, the public opportunities for Jewish men were expanded 
to include nationalistic interests as a consequence of their new 
positions in government, business, and the universities.  At the 
same time, the boundaries for women were extended beyond the 
immediate domestic setting; their mitzvot became more public and 
focussed on the establishment of and involvement with women’s 
social and service organizations.  Sazman-e Banovan-e Yahud-e 
Iran (The Iranian Jewish Women’s Organization) was founded in 
June 1947 for the purpose of carrying on welfare services in general 
and raising the standard of health and education, particularly for 
women and children.16 

A new era had clearly begun for Iranian Jews.  They now 
KDG� WKH� OHJDO� ULJKW� WR� HQMR\� WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI� WKHLU� VXFFHVVHV�� � -HZV�
built homes and synagogues in the newer, modern, and more 
DIÀXHQW�QRUWKHUQ�SDUW�RI�7HKUDQ��WKH\�RZQHG�VKRSV�DQG�EXVLQHVVHV�
in prestigious neighborhoods; and celebrated family and social 
events in sparkling modern hotels.  Those who could afford to do so, 
lived with the conveniences of central heating and cooling, owned 
automobiles, watched American programs on television.  Most of 
the comforts and innovations of mid-twentieth century technology 
that were available in American cities were also available in Iranian 
cities. 

The Pahlavi government encouraged Iranian-owned factories.  
Industrialization and accompanying employment opportunities was 
a way to change the traditional pattern of a craftsman-and-tradesman 
economy based on local, small family-owned businesses.  In 1957, a 
Jewish man, Naim Afary, together with his brothers, opened a shoe 
factory in Iran patterned after Western corporations.  The factory 
was a fully integrated organization, including acquisition of raw 
PDWHULDOV�� PDQXIDFWXUH�� GLVWULEXWLRQ� RI� WKH� ¿QLVKHG� SURGXFW� DQG�
sales promotion.  For more than twenty years (until 1978) the Jewish 
owners had a comfortable and congenial working relationship with 
their Muslim employees and with Muslim distributors and retailers.  
Several respondents related similar business relationships. 

Jews had opportunities that previously had been unavailable 

15 Momen, 255-61.
16 Woodsmall, 81.
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 The Pahlavi government needed people with a broader 
HGXFDWLRQ�ZKR�ZHUH�QRW� OLNHO\� WR�EH� LQÀXHQFHG�RU� VZD\HG�E\� WKH�
religious opposition.  Employees with some knowledge of a European 
language as well as familiarity with world history and geography 
were essential for the expanding international business involvement 
RI�,UDQ���,UDQLDQ�-HZV�EHQH¿WHG�IURP�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�PHWKRGV�WKDW�
had been introduced by the Alliance, and were included in the 
middle class that emerged with the new opportunities and escalating 
economic growth.  This new middle class was increasingly relied 
upon by the Pahlavis to provide the skills to support their policies. 

Iranian Jews now had a new perception of their status as 
,UDQLDQV�DQG�DV�-HZV²D�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�QHZ�OHJDOLW\�RI�WKHLU�ULJKWV�
among the peoples of Iran.  Before the Pahlavis, social and legal 
barriers that were based upon Shiite principles rigidly limited Jews 
as well as other religious minorities from the educational, economic, 
and political spheres.  The modernization and liberalization reforms 
introduced by the Pahlavis included the abolition of the traditional 
discriminating practices against religious minorities.  As a result, the 
-HZLVK�FRPPXQLW\�ZDV�DOORWWHG�DQG�VHFXUHG�RQH�RI�WKH�¿YH�VHDWV�LQ�
the majles (parliament) reserved for religious minorities (two seats 
were for Armenians, and one each for Zoroastrians and Assyrians) 
and elected their own representative.  The children of itinerant Jewish 
peddlers and small businessmen studied engineering, medicine, 
and other sciences in Europe and the United States.  Some became 
teachers in government schools; others were professors at the 
XQLYHUVLWLHV���%\�WKH�HDUO\�����V��WKHUH�ZHUH�PRUH�WKDQ�¿IW\�-HZLVK�
professors at the University of Tehran; at one time the Dean of 
Faculty was Jewish as were two members of the Imperial Academy 
of Sciences.

Other Jews had administrative positions in government and 
EDQNLQJ���6RPH�RI�WKH�RI¿FLDO�WUDQVODWRUV�IRU�81(6&2�DV�ZHOO�DV�
for other international meetings and events were Jews.  There were 
Jewish journalists for foreign newspapers.  Jews were permitted to 
publish their own periodicals.  The Broukhim brothers established 
a publishing house for the publication and distribution of bilingual 
and foreign dictionaries.  Some Jews remained businessmen as their 
fathers and grandfathers had been—not only as shopkeepers, but 
also as manufacturers, real estate developers, investment brokers, 
construction contractors, and foreign tradesmen.  There were Jewish 
doctors, dentists, architects and engineers—even a few lawyers.  
Reza Shah had instituted a secular law code, but there still remained a 
VRPHZKDW�XQVHWWOHG�FLUFXPVWDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�DQG�FRQWURO�WKDW�
heretic belief and is not recognized as a religion in Iran. Bahaism and its followers 
have been subject to harsher treatment than followers of precedent religions.
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government supported schools and universities generated an on-
JRLQJ�FRQÀLFW�DPRQJ�0XVOLPV�DV�ZHOO���:LWK�WKH�PRGHUQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�
system leading to university degrees (as opposed to the madreseh 
that develop religious scholars, judges, and imams), there was a 
confrontation between religious and secular disciplines, which 
did not exist in the traditional Islamic view where every science—
natural, mathematical, or philosophical—possessed a traditional 
and sacred aspect that was never separated from the total religious 
and intellectual life.10 

Reza Shah introduced a secular commercial, criminal, and 
civil code of law that undermined the authority of the religious 
courts.  The power of the religious courts was further curtailed when 
the Pahlavi government assumed responsibility for the registration 
of documents and property titles as well as for social matters such as 
hospitals, public baths, and orphanages.11  By the 1930s, strict limits 
had been placed on religious courts; they could only deal with family 
and personal matters such as marriage, divorce, and inheritance.12  
The policies instituted by the Pahlavis transformed Iran into a state 
with a vast and complex central government that reached into nearly 
every level of society.  Iran had become part of the twentieth century 
world of nations.13 

Prior to the 1930s and the policies initiated by Reza Shah, 
learnedness in religion and philosophy, as well as family honor and 
piety were desired attributes for social acceptance and respect.  From 
the mid-1950s through 1978, social mobility was more dependent 
upon education.  University training and academic degrees became 
the way to achieve social prestige.  Scholarship and learning shifted 
from the religious sphere to twentieth-century arts and sciences.  
While an older generation was observing traditional conventions, 
there was a new spark kindled by the younger generation with a 
different scale of values.  However, different concepts in the 
political and economic areas did not necessarily signal changes in 
the traditional beliefs.  Fundamental barriers remained unchanged 
for those Iranians who were not followers of Islam, particularly 
for Zoroastrians, Jews, and Christians as well as followers of the 
nineteenth-century Bahai religion.14

10 Nasr, 110.
11 Momen, 250-51; also Amuzegar, 270; and Banani, 61-81.
12 Momen, 251.
13 Abrahamian, 11.
14 Bahaism is a monotheistic religion that arose after the advent of Islam. 
According to the Islamic perspective, the Prophet Muhammad received the most 
SHUIHFW� DQG� ¿QDO� IRUP� RI�PRQRWKHLVP�� +HQFH�� %DKDLVP� LV� FRQVLGHUHG� WR� EH� D�
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based on French models.  During the early years, a few Muslim 
IDPLOLHV�ZKR�ZDQWHG�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�VWXG\�)UHQFK�DQG�WR�EHQH¿W�
from a European style education sent them to Alliance schools.  
The students learned little about the Persian or Hebrew languages 
and cultures.  The Alliance was criticized for its attempt to impose 
IRUHLJQ�PHWKRGV�WKDW�ZHUH�LQ�FRQÀLFW�ZLWK�ORFDO�,UDQLDQ�WUDGLWLRQV���
Traditional Jewish groups were opposed to the Alliance curriculum, 
the teaching methods, and in some cases, the European teachers.

The attitude changed somewhat after 1921, when more 
emphasis was given to Persian and, to a lesser extent, Hebrew.6  
A deciding factor in the change was the establishment of Zionist 
organizations in Iran after the Balfour Declaration (November 
1917).  The Zionist Organization of Iran requested help from the 
World Zionist Organization in London to establish a Jewish national 
school in Iran, and emphasized that the World Zionist Organization 
should prevent the Alliance from continuing its non-Jewish and 
non-nationalistic methods of teaching.  Before the intervention of 
the Alliance, children began helping in the family business when 
they were very young, and by the time they reached adulthood they 
were well prepared for the work and routines.  Alliance schooling 
interfered with the traditional pattern.  Students had not been 
adequately prepared and were unable to follow in their father’s 
business, nor did they acquire the skills necessary for employment 
in new types of work.7

7KH�FRQÀLFW�ZDV�VRPHKRZ�RYHUFRPH�WKRXJK��DQG�EHWZHHQ�
1921 and 1941 the Iranian Jews increased their involvement and 
support of Alliance schools.  Following World War II, the Alliance 
schools gradually came under the jurisdiction of American Jews, 
especially the Joint Distribution Committee (JDC).  New Jewish 
schools independent of Alliance were established—a program 
compatible with the nationalistic policies of Reza Shah and aided 
by the Ministry of Education.  But other changes were still to take 
place: in 1926, teaching the Persian language in foreign schools was 
made compulsory, and even more importantly, the doors of national 
schools were opened to Jewish students.8  The rapid expansion of 
the state school system replaced the old maktab with a secularized 
general education.9 

7KH�FRQÀLFW�EHWZHHQ�WUDGLWLRQDOLVWV�DQG�PRGHUQLVWV�ZDV�QRW�
unique to the Jewish population, however.  The establishment of 
6 Fischel, 145.
7 Netzer, 894.
8 Ibid.
9 Momen, 250-51.
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westernized Iran “to a degree scarcely foreseeable.”1  Western-
inspired technology and social practices were introduced to Iranian 
society as part of the modernization policies.  New architectural 
features in dwellings (for example, mechanical heating and cooling 
systems), as well as twentieth-century innovations in food supply 
and preparation, hygiene and medical procedures, transportation 
and communication, were readily available in most Iranian cities.  
There were other steps toward modernization.  For instance, prior to 
the changes instituted by Reza Shah, it was socially unacceptable for 
women to appear in public because, according to Shiite law, there 
are situations and conditions that make women ritually unclean 
(najes).  By the mid 1930s, women were encouraged to appear in 
SXEOLF�ZLWK�WKHLU�KXVEDQGV��JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�VHW�DQ�H[DPSOH�E\�
taking their wives to state functions.2  One attempt by Reza Shah 
to make modernization a part of daily life was the introduction of 
western-style dress for both men and women: large quantities of 
European-made clothes were imported and were sold cheaply so that 
there would be no excuse for not wearing them.3  Other features of 
the Pahlavi policies offered Jews unprecedented opportunities.  Yet 
the basic ideas and values of Iranian culture remained unchanged: 
manufactured products as well as technological and societal 
innovations were enjoyed without disturbing social traditions.  New 
concepts in schooling were an important factor for the success of the 
Pahlavi policies.  Prior to the Pahlavis, the most common elementary 
education in Iran was the system of the maktab—religious schools 
supported by private contributions and religious foundations.4  The 
Jewish communities in each city and town maintained their own 
makateb.  Jewish students had few opportunities for education 
beyond the maktab level.

With the establishment of the Alliance Israelite Universelle 
schools in 1898, the maktab method of education for Jewish children 
was gradually replaced by a European method.5  Between 1898 and 
1920, Alliance schools paid little attention to the teaching of Jewish 
subjects.  The goal was the preparation of students for the Alliance 
(European) perception of a useful life in a non-Jewish society.  
The language of instruction was French, and the textbooks were 
1 Fischel, 121.
2 Arasteh, 105; also Beck and Keddie, 191.
3 The chador was abolished in 1936.
4 Arasteh, 23; also Momen, 200.
5 Netzer, 894.  For a review of the Alliance Israelite Universelle and its 
purpose see Kedourie, “The Alliance Israelite Universelle, 1860-1960,” 92-99; 
see also Nategh, “Tarikhche-ye Alians-e Israeli dar Iran,” 55-130.
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Dr. Leah R. Baer was awarded a fellowship in the summer of 1978 to 
study Persian Language and Literature at Ferdowsi University in Mashhad, Iran.  
During her brief encounter with the Jewish community in Mashhad, Tehran, 
and Shiraz, she became aware that their Jewishness was familiar, yet somehow 
different.  The political events of 1979 precluded her return to Iran, but the arrival in 
the United States of a sizable community of Iranian Jews provided an opportunity 
for a timely investigation of their cultural heritage.  Her doctoral studies focused 
on changes in the objects and rituals of Iranian Jews.  She received her Ph.D. 
degree in 1990 from the University of Chicago.

Dr. Baer has contributed a chapter titled “The Challenge of America” in 
WKH�¿UVW�YROXPH�RI�Padyavand edited by Amnon Netzer and has reviewed books 
for scholarly journals.  She has been an adjunct lecturer in a graduate program at 
Loyola University of Chicago and has presented papers before academic societies.  
Her book titled Traditions Linger: Cultural Change for Iranian Jews will soon be 
published.

_______

From the last decade of the nineteenth century onward, 
political and social changes in Iran affected the traditional routines 
of the Jewish population.  In 1925, Reza Shah assumed power and 
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The Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History

Congratulates

Helen Eliassian

Winner of the second

Ayoub Yousefzadeh Award of Academic Achievement
in

Iranian Jewish Studies

The Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History offers an annual award 
for the best research paper presented to the Center by an Iranian stu-
GHQW�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�FRQWHPSRUDU\�,UDQLDQ�-HZLVK�KLVWRU\���$EVWUDFWV�
and articles may be submitted to the Center for consideration each 
year.

The Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History is grateful to Ms. Par-
vaneh Yousefzadeh for making the annual award possible with a 
generous donation made in loving memory of her late husband 
Ayoub Yousefzadeh.

7KLV�\HDU·V�DZDUG�ZDV�SUHVHQWHG�WR�+HOHQ�(OLDVVLDQ�IRU�KHU�DUWLFOH�
entitled: ´3RUWUDLWV�LQ�7LPH��6WRULHV�RI�,UDQLDQ�-HZLVK�:RPHQ�µ



Foreword

'XULQJ�WKH�SDVW�\HDU��WKH�&HQWHU�UHFHLYHG�WKH�PRUDO�DQG�ÀQDQFLDO�VXS-
port of many new patrons who helped in the gathering of interviews, 
photographs, and documents.  The span of our activities broadened 
further to include the involvement of organizations and universities 
such as Tel Aviv University, Skirball Cultural Center, UCLA, and 
other academic institutions such as the Diaspora Museum and the 
Diaspora Research Institute.  Our archive has grown to a collection 
of 780 photographs and documents, and ninety interviews.

At the same time, the compilation of stories and traditional songs 
has continued, increasing with new additions sent to our archive by 
interested patrons from around the world.

The archive of video documentaries produced by the Center now in-
cludes four titles: “Morteza Khan Neydavood,” “Moshfegh Hamedani,” 
´0LU]D�6ROHLPDQ�+DLP�µ�´(VWKHU·V�&KLOGUHQ��-HZV�LQ�7RGD\·V�,UDQ�µ�

0RUHRYHU��WKH�&HQWHU·V�IULHQGV�DQG�VXSSRUWHUV�PDGH�LW�SRVVLEOH�IRU�
the Skirball Cultural Center to bring together the necessary objects 
for an exhibit on traditional Jewish Iranian weddings.  The exhibit 
RSHQHG�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�ZLWK�WKH�ÀUVW�GD\�RI�RXU�WKLUG�DQQXDO�FRQIHU-
ence and remained open until July 1998.

7KH�ODWHVW�DQG�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�&HQWHU·V�OLVW�RI�DFWLYL-
ties was the establishment of an annual cash award to be granted to 
WKH�EHVW�ZRUN�RI�UHVHDUFK�GRQH�E\�D�VWXGHQW�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�FRQWHP-
porary Jewish Iranian history.  Avi Davidi and Helen Eliassian were 
VHOHFWHG�DV�WKH�ÀUVW�DQG�VHFRQG�ZLQQHUV�RI�WKLV�DZDUG��UHVSHFWLYHO\�

January 1999
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Statement of Purpose

The Center for Iranian Jewish Oral History (the Center) was es-
tablished on August 9, 1995 in Los Angeles.  The Center is a Cali-
IRUQLD�QRQ�SURÀW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�ZDV�FUHDWHG�WR�JDWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
DQG� LQWHUYLHZ�SHRSOH�NQRZOHGJHDEOH� LQ� WKH�ÀHOGV�RI� ,UDQLDQ� -HZ-
ish history, culture, science, literature, social life, politics, art, and 
HFRQRPLFV���7KH�&HQWHU·V�DUFKLYH�RI�WDSHG�LQWHUYLHZV��GRFXPHQWV��
pictures, and lore is available to academics and the public at large 
for research purposes.

7KH�&HQWHU·V�REMHFWLYH�LV�WR�EXLOG�D�EULGJH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ROGHU�JHQHUD-
tion and the younger one, through the middle generation.  Join us in 
discovering these old and wise people who are walking Encyclopæ-
dias of knowledge, and help us compile their experiences before it 
is too late.

7KH�&HQWHU·V�JRDO�LQ�WKH�\HDUV�WR�FRPH�LV�WR�FRQGXFW�D�WRWDO�RI�WZR�
KXQGUHG�LQWHUYLHZV�ZLWK�TXDOLÀHG�LQGLYLGXDOV���7KH�REMHFWLYH�LV�WR�
reconcile the current absence of documented Jewish Iranian oral his-
tory in the existing body of oral history projects around the world.  
7KH�&HQWHU�KRSHV�WR�HVWDEOLVK�LQ�WKH�YHU\�QHDU�IXWXUH�D�VSHFLÀFDOO\�
allocated building in Los Angeles for the permanent maintenance 
and safe keeping of its growing archive.

The Center hosts an annual international conference to gather ex-
SHUWV�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�,UDQLDQ�-HZLVK�KLVWRU\�IURP�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG���
The proceedings from each conference will be published in con-
secutive volumes of 7KH�+LVWRU\�RI�&RQWHPSRUDU\�,UDQLDQ�-HZV�

7KLV�SURMHFW�ZDV� IRXQGHG�E\�+RPD�6DUVKDU�� �7KH�&HQWHU·V�%RDUG�
of Directors includes Debbie Adhami, Sandra Delrahim, Roxanna 
Javid, Farah Nourmand, Roxana Rastegar, Yas Sadatmand, Homa 
Sarshar, Houman Sarshar, and Sahar Younai.
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“Let us make a name for ourselves before we are scattered 
abroad upon the face of the whole earth.”
        Genesis, 11:4
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