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(Left) Danica Patrick has
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Castroneves was the quy
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This is what 0.0033sec looks like at 220mph, according to
the IndyCar Series' finish line camera. From the tip of Helio

Castroneves' nose to Scott Dixon's, it's just 12 and one-eighth
inches —that's the second-closest finish in the series' history

Indy Racing
League

-

For everything IndyCar Series

indycar.com

Prepare for a
Dixon dynasty?

Champ Scott promises moreto
Ccome, andthe factsbackhimup

Yes, Scott Dixon won a championship in his rookie yearin the
IndyCar Series. Yes, he won it again this yearin a somewhat
dominating fashion. Forget all that. Even before he had a
chance to properly celebrate the 2008 title, the champ
already had his eyes on the next one.

“I said to Chip [Ganassi] just now, ‘That's number two and
we've got many more to come.’ As a team, [ think that's big,"
said Dixon only minutes after sealing the title. Although a
whole bunch of other teams and drivers might disagree with
him, the quy could have a point. And just in case Target Chip
Ganassi Racing wasn't potent enough, they've added the
previous champ and Indy 500 winner to the roster.

“I think with Dario [Franchitti] coming on board, having the
last two 500 champions and the last two series champions,
it's going to be a strong package," says Dixon of his new
teammate (see story opposite for more). “I'm looking
forward to it. [ know he's probably got a far different driving
style than me, so I'm going to be interested in trying to learn
a few tricks off that. I think this team is definitely going to be
a tough one to beat in the next few years."

If he can win another title, Dixon will tie Sam Hornish Jr. for
the record number of IndyCar Series Championships won.
Dixon already joins Hornish as the only drivers to win multiple
titles. Hornish is the only driver to win back-to-back titles, in
2001-'02, but Dixon certainly seems to have the tools in
place to pull off a similar feat; if the results from the past two
years are any indication, he seems to have mastered success
on about any kind of circuit. The Kiwi has won on all but a
handful of the circuits that made up this year's schedule, and
has finished in the top five on all of them.

-

) i Tl Tt -\
SRR . 18 | 3
= o A ‘\q .

)
v
5

4

&

i)
|
3
ol
A\

GIVE RAFA HISBREAK B ¢4 ALI.CHAMPS

Firestone Indy Lights champ ' .
WantS IndyCar SerieS ride in 109 . ey - Despite only winning one short track

race this season (Nashville, which at 1.33-
miles is the longest track that fits our short-
track definition), Scott Dixon's the king

of the bullrings. Unlike the other two
championships-within-the-championship,
though, Dixon's winning margin was pretty
slim; the Kiwi edged outgoing Chip Ganassi
Racing teammate Dan Wheldon by a

scant six points.

MILWAUKEE 2ND
IOWA 4TH
RICHMOND 3RD

i NASHVILLE 1ST

Dan Streck/LAT

Raphael Matos is a title machine...
’; is the IndyCar Series crown ? (RUNNER-UP: DAN WHELDON, 154 PTS)
i



One of the American Le Mans Series' jewels Tony Kanaan, Marco Andretti and Dario

in the crown - Petit Le Mans at Road Atlanta Franchitti in Acuras, and Ryan Briscoe (left)
—took on extra luster with an influx of and Helio Castroneves sharing a Penske
IndyCar Series stars, including Scott Dixon, Porsche in the Oct. 4 enduro classic

Richard Dole/LAT

indycar.com

INside Line

BEFORE OUR VERY EYES

we’re lucky to withess this era of open-wheel

360 VIEW

Minutes before
the Chicagoland
finale, Scott
Dixon gets

a visit from
Roger Penske

rannual -and highly unofficial - take on the championships within the championship

o Castroneves (right, kissing his Infineon- ”‘ﬂ Just as he did on the short ovals, Scott Dixon
ing car) can take pride in being the B also took our championship for the seven

all champ of road and street courses. The A : superspeedways on the roster. Of those, four

-time Indy 500 winner finished second \ p ended with wins, with podiums in the other

t times in '08 - and four of those came three. And, just as in the real championship,

he twisty tracks. Add that win at Infineon, 2 e Castroneves was Dixon's closest pursuer for
Helio took this unofficial championship o 4 2 this title, but 50 points shy.

stout 45 points over Tony Kanaan. ' ' 2

< - X \ y HOMESTEAD 1ST
PETERSBURG 2ND i - F MOTEGI 3RD

KINS GLEN 16TH ——— KANSAS 3RD

)-OHIO 2ND y > ‘ ’ INDIANAPOLIS 1ST
ONTON 2ND ; g o TEXAS 1ST

INEON 1ST P e Ty KENTUCKY 1ST
LEISLE 2ND , : CHICAGOLAND 2ND

Paul Webb/LAT

NNER-UP: TONY KANAAN, 188 PTS) (RUNNER-UP: CASTRONEVES, 272 PTS)




Danica Patrick presented MotoGP legend
Valentino Rossi with his pole award at the
inaugural Red Bull Indianapolis GP. Patrick was

Robert Laberge/
Getty Images

one of many IndyCar Series drivers at the race

VERSUS
BOOSTS

COVERAGE
NEXT YEAR

Dan Streck/LAT

ABC's 2009 RACES

The 93rd Indianapolis 500,
Milwaukee, Iowa,
Watkins Glen and Toronto

o

VERSUS BOOSTS CC

New network for IndyCar Series promisesionge

Extended race coverage and additional will be a minimum of th
programming are two of the benefits of the extended pre-race cove
Indy Racing League's new television deal with network will also air a or
cable network VERSUS, beginning in 2009. The  the day before each race

Dan Boyd/LAT

E
g IndyCar Series will also continue with long- qualifying highlights anc
3 term broadcast partner ABC. Five races, "We couldn't be happ
2 including ABC's 45th consecutive broadcast of ~ our media rights with lo
z the Indianapolis 500, will be shown on the and now welcoming VE
2 network. All the races will continue to be Series family," said Tony
shown in high definition. and chief executive offi
VERSUS, which currently provides coverage Leagque. "Looking forwa
forthe National Hockey League, colleqge we have the opportunit
football, Davis Cup tennis and the Tour de media partners and real
France cycle race, will cover at least 13 races unification and the thre
per year for the next 10 years. Each telecast Motor Speedway Centel

The gO'd standard COUNTRY Sy
' i . It's an Olympic year, so in the New Zealand
D VIDEO spirit of that, we figured we'd Brazil
. see which nation would top an USA

Dan Wheldon IndyCar Series medal table.
returns to Panther i Surprise, surprise, New Zealand's

Great Britain

Racing for 2009.

one-man team of Scott Dixon is Australia
Here are the

2005 ' numero uno when it comes to France
champ's Sl h

thoughts on his ' gpldeﬂ gongs, but Brazil has the Japan

new challenge o highest overall total. Mexico

Robert Laberge/Getty Images
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Honda Canada has signed a multi-year
agreement for title sponsorship of the Honda Indy

Toronto, the classic Canadian street race that joins
the IndyCar Series schedule July 10-12 next year

indycar.com

4
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IndyCar Series viewers will
still get the whole onboard
experience in crisp high def -
just a lot more of it, thanks to
VERSUS' extended coverage

S 4
AN

/
A .
VERSUS' 2009 RACES

St. Petersburg, Long Beach,
Kansas, Texas, Richmond,
Edmonton, Kentucky, Mid-Ohio,
Infineon, Chicagoland, Detroit,
Moteqi and Homestead

=\ ~ Il av '
JVERAGE IN’09
"SNOWS, extrapre-raceandre-airs

VERSUS will feature at least 10 hours of
IndyCar Series ancillary programming each
season, focusing on the drivers, teams and
tracks. Additionally, it will broadcast IndyCar
Series re-airs, as well as the Firestone Indy

Lights schedule highlighted in weekly
60-minute telecasts.

Dan Streck/LAT

ree hours, with

raqge. The burgeoning
1e-hour preview show
>, which will include

| key stories.

ier moving forward with
1g-time partner ABC

RSUS to the IndyCar "We are very excited to be entering into
George, the founder this multi-year partnership with the Indy
“er of the Indy Racing Racing Leaque," said Marc Fein, executive

d to 2009 and beyond,
/ to team up with our

y capitalize on

>-year Indianapolis
nial Celebration.”

vice president of programming, production
and business operations for VERSUS. "All of
the great live programming will be a perfect
complement to our ever expanding lineup
of elite competition."

SILVER

Robert Laberge/Getty Images
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News about the IndyCar Series and Firestone Indy
Lights doesn't drop off with the championships won
by Scott Dixon and Raphael Matos.

That's why indycar.com is your source for information
and multimedia features leading into the first IndyCar
Series race in Surfers Paradise, Australia, and throughout
the off-season.

A special video highlights series of races on the streets
of Surfers Paradise will be included on the homepage,
along with on-site coverage in words, photos and video.
Of course, live streaming video with corresponding Timing
& Scoring will be available on the site. :

From coverage of IndyCar Series drivers competing
in off-season races such as the Petit Le Mans and the
Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona, to-the 2009 rules package,
the official Web site of the Indy Racing League will
have all the details.

WS**BREAKING NEWS**BREA

&k |

INDYCAR
SERIES

DIRECTV. ] HD

Clickonallthe
latest stories
from indycar.com
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Cancel all plans for the evening of Saturday, Oct. 25: Watch
the Nikon Indy 300 from Surfers Paradise live at 10:30 p.m.
(ET) on ESPN Classic. There's also an Oct. 26 re-airat 11 p.m.

(ET) on ESPN2. And, of course, it's all live on indycar.com

Mark Horsburgh/LAT

St

S

urfersParadise streetraceis 0z-some
et L Ll

Surf, sand an;ﬁﬁst. loud
cars... Doesiit get any &
better th&h the IndyCar

Series@h the Goldg?ast?

Phillip Abbott/LAT

Thisjustin...

Tony Kanaan has
re-signed with
Andretti Blue -er,
Andretti Green
Racing - for five
more years. Here's ¢
TK's take on it N

&7 |

[/

Y“‘“\"\m\\w:

DEC. 12 MAKE IT A DATE!

That's when the winter will go live. Get
up to speed on what's happening with your favorite drivers over the

off-season and check out what's new as they prepare to go racing
aqain in the 2009 IndyCar Series. It's , so subscribe now!

Go toIndycarmag.com/digitalissue
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2008 INDYCAR SERIES and INDIANAPOLIS 500

CHAMPION

SCOTT DIXON

s

Maranpay

By

First, the Indianapolis 500 win.
Then, the IndyCar Series Championship.
We've never been prouder to have our logo so blurry.

. i - [ AL
®Polaroid  Energizer Commif /)& ag,, CRSUT  Memarex
€2 funev  Gillefe ©1eVedl, FNIEYN Lexar

©2008 Target Stores. The Bullseye Design is a registered trademark of Target Brands, Inc. All rights reserved. 098163
Indianapolis 500 is a registered trademark of Brickyard Trademarks, Inc., used with permission.
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WHO’S HAD A GOOD YEAR?

Hisrolein the ESPN/ABC COop % Oth means Scott Goody 3

\

didn’tmiss alap of the 200 2ries. Add inhis expe n O
pbenind the wheel at the highestievelafopen-wheel racinga

he’s the perfect guy to tellus who gets the merit badges after an
action-packed season of racing. Goodyear, start your opinions...

Main Image Eddie Melendreras/Philip Royle

IMS Photo
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Finally! Arie LuyendykJr. (left) took a popular win in
the Firestone Indy Lights finale at Chicagoland - it
came in the 63rd start for the second-generation
racer. Previously, he'd earned 12 top-three finishes

Who's the most popular driver in the IndyCar Series? You can probably hazard a pretty good quess, but we
decided to apply a little science to that question at the Chicagoland Speedway finale. Using a hastily purchased
decibelmeter positioned at the start/finish line, we measured how loud the cheers were for each driver at the
pre-race intros. (Drum roll, please.) These, folks, are the results...

So, a tie at 95 decibels for Danica and Helio, and

some intriguing results lower down the order, too.
I— DECIDE MELE As a comparison, our cheap and cheerful device
read 120 decibels inside Turn 1 for the start, and
116 decibels next to Marco Andretti's pit when
he exited after his first stop. How loud is that?
It's difficult to make a direct comparison, because
the decibel scale is logarithmic, not linear, and
we're not clever enough. But backin 1976, a
concert by The Who entered the Guinness Book of
World Records as the loudest ever at 126
decibels, and noise levels on the decks of aircraft
carriers routinely exceed 140 decibels.

It goes without saying, but we recommend
that you take precautions to protect your hearing
whenever you're at an auto racing event. That's
a no-brainer, right?

RARARRANARNN | ||

varietyis the
spice of Lights

is IIOW avallahle Illl’
your Uﬂllll:le

aﬁ%

FAST CLEAN - FAST POLISH - FAST SHINE

Indy Lights (and design) are trademal
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Inc., used with

of Brickyard

Indy 500 and IndyCar (and Design) are registered
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RITMO MVNDDO

INDYCAR® SERIES
OFFICIAL TIMEPIECE

Helio Castroneves

Two time Indy500® Champion i

Nationwide BARNEYS NEW YORK - C
~ Beverly Hills DAVID ORGELL GEARY’S “
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RACE 14 Mejjer Indy 300

Kentucky Speedway, Aug. 9

The field screams down the
_ front stretch at Kentucky Speedway.
Somewhere in there is Scott Dixon,
aded to a - surprise - win No. 6.
(below) Dan Wheldon gets ready for
ractice; he finished fifth in the race

INDYCAR

SERIES
p——
DIRECTV. B HD

Mejjer Indy 300

PEAK Antifreeze and
Motor Oil Indy Grand Prix

Detroit Indy Grand Prix

[N

PEAK Antifreeze and
Motor Oil Indy 300

Y/
2008 INDYCAR

SERIES POINTS
N/

2008 SCHEDULE
Y,

SUBSCRIBE TO
IndyCair:.....

FREE FOREVERI
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SEASONSOFAR

% .

We took a chance. I can't believe how ; .
close we were. Coming out of the last 2 E§
turn, the fuel pressure went on MR siéfng apdaroid Nicobsm

and 1 started 1o [jft.9 § - T\ o

RESULTS

‘‘‘‘ 1 Scott Dixon Target Chip Ganassi Racing 200
2 Helio Castroneves Team Penske 200
3 Marco Andretti Andretti Green Racing 200
4 Vitor Meira Panther Racing 200
5 Dan Wheldon Target Chip Ganassi Racing 200
6 Ed Carpenter Vision Racing 200
7 Ryan Briscoe Team Penske 200
8 Tony Kanaan Andretti Green Racing 200
9 Ryan Hunter-Reay Rahal Letterman Racing 200
10 Buddy Rice Dreyer & Reinbold Racing 200
Race Time Avgq speed
Winning margin Starters

Lead changes
Caution laps Pole

All cars are Dallara-Honda-Firestone
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RANDOM THOUGHTS

It's the day after
taking his second
IndyCar Series
title, and Scott
Dixon's reflecting
on what it all
means to him

\

IndlyCarSeries #83 19



Michael Levitt/LAT

RANDOM THOUGHTS

What 0.0033sec looks

like in the IndyCar Series -
12-and-one-eighth inches.
Dixon lost out to Helio
Castroneves, but consoled
himself with the title

SWEET HOME CHICAGOLAND

Scort Dixon’s post-race thoughts on IndyCar Series
Championship No. 2 — and the victory that wasn'...

For a couple of minutes after the
race, everyone thought you were
the winner - including you.
What, we didn't win it...? But
seriously, that definitely would
have topped off the day; a
record-breaking seventh win like
that would have been fantastic.

It was the craziest Victory Circle
I've been in, where you see your
car get rolled into position, get out
like you've won the race, and then
they roll it out, take the cap off
your head and say you haven't.
That was a little tough to take.

How does this compare to 2003?
You know, this means a lot more. I
think this year was much tougher.
Knowing the quys (below) who've
been with Target Chip Ganassi Racing
now for about seven years, knowing
what they qo through, how much

20 IndyCarSeries #23

work they put in, it means a

ton more than the first time. To
accomplish what we have on

short ovals, medium-sized tracks,
superspeedways, street courses,

road courses, I think you definitely
qet a true champion out of that. For
us to be the first to win it on that
kind of level I think is pretty special.

Battling for the championship, was
it such a good idea to be racing
side by side so much?

When you're with people like
Briscoe, my teammate, T.K., Danica
and Helio, you're pretty confident
running side by side. They've got
just as much to lose as me.
Especially on the last few laps with
Helio, he was definitely trying to put
the squeeze on us. If we touched,
99 percent chance it would have
been both of us going into the wall.

Paul Webb/LAT

“This means a lot
more (than 03). The
competition was a

lot tougher”
SCOTT DIXON

Robert Laberge/Getty Images




SEE INDYCAR® LIKE NEVER BEFORE

With the crisp clarity of DIRECTV HD you’'ll now see every piece of rubber fly, second gained and photo
finish. There's no better way to watch the IndyCar® Series than with the leader in HD Sports.

»

DIRECTV.

SATELLITE TELEVISION

1-800-DIRECT

HD Access fee ($9.99/mo.). DIRECTV HD equipment and HD TV equipment required to receive DIRECTV HD programming. Sports subscriptions sold separately. Based on national offering of exclusive
sports packages and other major sports programming in HD. ©2008 DIRECTV, Inc. DIRECTV and the Cyclone Design logo are registered trademarks of DIRECTV, Inc. IndyCar is a registered trademark
of Brickyard Trademarks, Inc., used with permission.



POWERED BY GANASSIRACING

BEHIND EVERY Gk

.Ihere’sagreatrace team, and 2008 champ

Scott Dixon candraw ontheloyalty and

N expertise of a tight-knit group of guys
at Target Chip GanassiRacing

Words John Oreovicz
Main Image Jamie Squire/Getty Images
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POWERED BY GANASSIRACING

ADIFFERENT DIXON
The team has noticed a change in its main man
EEE

Maria W. Grady/LAT

Dan Streck/LAT

cott Dixon's the quy front and
eryone at Target Chip Ganassi
ial to winning championships
00s. (Top right) Dixon confers
hief Ricky Davis. (Right) Mike
ads a brain-trust that includes
c Bretzman and Brian Welling

o
i

it
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DIXON’S RISING STOCK
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~ Huge fields and competitive
races marked 2008. At the front,
it was Ganassi and Penske, with
a little bit of AGR thrown in
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DIXON’S RISING STOCK

HIGHS AND LOWS OF 2008
HOMESTEAD TO IOWA

Taking a cue from stock market analysts,

Helio Castroneves foug Pl we've rated the top four drivers on each
theverylastlap, butitstilprovedadream § [ ieaEteetiii kit

year for SCott DixonandhisNo. 3 crew in between.

Words Richard James Main Image Jonathan Ferrey/Getty Images
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(L things financial have been in the news

A lately, with mortgage companies and banks ;
in trouble, and an economy softer than -

anyone would like. Everyone with a retirement

account has been keeping a wary eye on the

stock market, wondering if they'll be able to

abandon the working world as planned. It's

certainly proving to be a bit of a roller coaster ride.

Just like the stock market, each driver has his
or her ups and downs throughout the racing year.
Some days a driver's stock price - their perceived
worth - is higher, others it's lower. A win or a
good finish can make a driver's market value
soar. A crash or a general poor showing can send
it into the basement.

Expectations can play a part as well. Often
a company can come out with great earnings,
only to watch the stock price stumble because
analysts were expecting better returns. It's a
cruel game and, in the IndyCar Series world, it's
typified in the paddock saying: "You're only as
good as your last race.” You won last weekend?
Good for you. Now move aside, you're blocking
my view of the podium celebration, loser.

Any driver contending for the IndyCar Series
championship is comparable to a blue chip
stock. They're the ones you expect to perform
week in and week out; the ones whose market
value goes steadily up, without big short-term
qains and the spectacular crashes that follow.

If this year's results are any indication, there
were four drivers that qualify as blue chippers -
Scott Dixon, Helio Castroneves, Tony Kanaan
and Dan Wheldon. These four were up front

all season long, although some obviously more
spectacularly and frequently than others. You
know who had the greatest value at the end
of the season. Now let's find out why.

Michael Levitt/LAT
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DIXON’S RISING STOCK

HIGHS AND LOWS, PART TWO
RICHMOND TO CHICAGOLAND

y__4

M

(Above) The glory of Danica Patrick's Motegi win faded
with a pit-lane crash at Indy. (Below) Job done,
Scott Dixon celebrates with the Ganassi Racing crew
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ROOKIE OF THE YEAR

Aqainst the strongest rookie class
in years, Hideki Mutoh finished on
top. His experience gained should
see him making big steps in 2009

IndyCarSeries #23 27



DANCING WITH THE STATS

> (:)\é\ e ° 9
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1
2 Helio Castroneves Team Penske 2 2P - 5 2* 14* 16 3P 2P 2* 2 1P* 2* 1* 629

nmnnn-nmnm-nn-anm—

4 Dan Wheldon
5 Ryan Briscoe

Target Chip Ganassi Racing 3 12 4 - 12 4 4 4 24 2 17 7 4 20 6 492

7 Marco Andretti

Team Penske 7 (23 15 [12P*| 23 447
Andretti Green Racing 3 |21P 5|24 363

8 Ryan Hunter-Reay Rahal Letterman Racing 7 17 18 6 79 10 8 9 18 6 9 360

9 Oriol Servia

11 Justin Wilson (R)

12 will Power(R)

KV Racing Technology 26 5 (23 12 358
Newman/Haas/Lanigan Racing 27 7 |25 24 340

KVRacmgTechnology 25 8 - 1 27 13 14 9 25 15 11 4 22 26 25 8 5 331

mmm-n-mnnmn-m—

14 Darren Manning

AJ Fothacmq 13 13 8 - 24 9 13 28 21 12 2 10 1719 22 12 7 323

S eocopemer  Viionodms |5 18| 6| - 11005 20| 5 25|11 (1r 8 15 13| 6 23 ta o8 500

16 Buddy Rice

Dreyer & Reinbold Racmg 1 15 12 - 20 8 10 8 22 22 4 7 20 11 10 11 19 25 306

B Ty e e KA 3 I 3 M A S A D

18 E.J. Viso(R)

o Mty Veontedms |9 11| - |8 |21 17 12| 5 24119 22 8 12|20 200 13 20|

20 Bruno Junqueira

HVM Racmq 7 4 - 14 26 8 14 13 10 10 - 22 15 13 6 24 23 286

Dale Coyne Racing 23 24 - 12 15 20 18 15 25 23 6 15 13 14 14 17 7 20 256

21 Maro Moraes(®)_DateCoyne Racing | 1616 | - |20 17|18 2318 |19 17| 7 | 10|26 20|17 10 | 15 |21 | 26s|

22 Enrique Bernoldi(R) Conquest Racing

18 5 - 4 25 15 16 23 17 26 21 20 26 16 22 21 - - 220

53 Jame Camara (@) Conquest Raing | | - | - | - |21 |31 24|28 |20] 14 | 19| 21| 18 | 23 16 26 25 |12 178 |

24 Marty Roth

1 Scott Dixon 6

2= Ryan Briscoe 2

2= Helio Castroneves 2
2= Dan Wheldon 2

5= Ryan Hunter-Reay 1
5= Tony Kanaan 1

5= Graham Rahal 1
5= Justin Wilson 1
5= Will Power 1

28 IndyCarSeries #23

Roth Racing 21 26 17 - 26 32 27 22 26 19 - 13 21 21 23 26 26 16 166

/ All cars Dallara-Honda-Firestone

» )
) Nibolm A )
1 Helio Castroneves 15 1 Scott Dixon 899 E (Below) Jaime Camara made the laps led top 10.

2 Scott Dixon 14 2 Helio Castroneves 561 : - ;
3 Tony Kanaan 11 3 Tony Kanaan 415 (Right) Marco Andretti led eight races, won zero

4 Dan Wheldon 10 4 Marco Andretti 330
5 Marco Andretti 6 5 Ryan Briscoe 202
6 Oriol Servia 5 6 Dan Wheldon 164
7 Will Power 84
7= Will Power 3 8 Vitor Meira 81
9 Justin Wilson 49
10 Jaime Camara 44

Dan Streck/LAT

Danica Patrick
10.059

Hideki Mutoh
11.1 18 .

Tony Kanaan
7.000



DANCING WITH THE STATS

ANALYZE THIS...

Some statistical highs and
lows of the 2008 season

Scott Dixon Helio Castroneves ML\ ACHEED! Dan Wheldon Ryan Briscoe Danica Patrick

Most laps led by a race
winner 166, Tony Kanaan,
Richmond, June 28

Fewest laps led by a race
winner 3, Danica Patrick,
Motegi, April 20

Most laps led by a non-race
winner 147, Scott Dixon,
Milwaukee, June 1

Most lead changes 22,
Chicagoland, September 9

Fewest lead changes 3,
Richmond, June 28

Fastest race 183.650mph,
Kentucky, Augqust 9

Slowest race 74.251mph,
St. Petersburg, April 8

Most cautions 9, Richmond,
June 28

Fewest cautions 1, Infineon,
August 24

Most cars on lead lap 18,
Infineon, August 24

Fewest cars on lead lap 4,
Homestead, March 29

1 Scott Dixon 7 1 Scott Dixon $3,415,565

2 Scott Dixon 11

3 Tony Kanaan 9 3 Ryan Briscoe 3 3 Marco Andretti $890,315

4= Marco Andretti 8 4 Tony Kanaan 2 4 Helio Castroneves $883,065

4= Ryan Briscoe 8 5 Dan Wheldon $586,815

6= Vitor Meira 6 5= Justin Wilson 1 6 Tony Kanaan $571,215

6= Dan Wheldon 6 7 Ryan Briscoe $482,165

8 Justin Wilson 4 8 Ed Carpenter $413,665 7 \

| v

10 Ryan Hunter-Reay $379,065 e\ ,
*Winnings do not include TEAM bonus or Long Beach

Helio Castroneves 13

Paul Webb/LAT

Ryan Hunter-Reay Graham Rahal Vitor Meira
11.647 _ 12.188 12.706

— 9 symantec.
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Mr. Positive >

When Helio Castronevesis done racing, how
about anew career inmotivational speaking”?
He’s winning proof that his philosophy Works

Waords Jeff Olson
Philosophy Helio Castroneves
Main Image Michael Levity/LAT
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A WINNING PHILOSOPHY

~Marc Serota/Getty Images

HAD A BAD DAY?
JUSTMOVE ON

Ifraces don’t go his way,
Castroneves looks forward

When the news arrived, Helio
Castroneves nearly wept.
Originally, he was told he'd
finished second to Scott Dixon in
the IndyCar Series finale at
Chicagoland Speedway. Then,
while still standing in his pit stall,
he was told he'd won the race.

It didn't mean he'd won the
championship - that still belonged
to Dixon - but Castroneves
celebrated as if he'd just been
elected king of the world.

‘T won?" he screamed on
national television. "I won?! I
knew I won! I knew it!"

Thus, Castroneves turned what
could have been perceived as a
neqative into an enormous positive.
Look at the negative aspects of the
title battle upon which he could
have dwelled: A controversial
penalty in Detroit (above) that
moved him from first to second
and cost him precious points. A flat
tire in Iowa that ended with a
14th-place finish. A fuel problem
at Kentucky that cost him victory.
A mechanical problem at The Glen
that led to a 16th-place finish.

And so to Chicago. He'd beaten
Dixon to the finish line
by just 0.0033sec - making it the
second-closest finish in IndyCar
Series history — and he was
thrilled by the competition.

“I turned a page on what had
happened at Detroit," he said.
“There was nothing we could
have done. Same with Iowa, or
Kentucky. You have to get over
each scenario and move on. I
moved on. That's why I was able
to race in Chicago the way I did."
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RACERS ARE DIFFERENT ﬁ\ 5 ’.‘
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takestorace at 220mphand..let’s face It, most of
US haven’t”? Natural talentis only part of the story

e =

Words David Phillips
Main Image Robert Laberge/Gerty Images
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RACERS ARE DIFFERENT

Warren Little/Getty Images

THOSE WHO CAN..
GET COACHED

No marter how much an athlete
is on top of his game, coaching
can still be beneficial to him

*l
l

\
|

/4

(Main) If this auto racing game was easy,
we'd all be doing it...But it's a small and
highly dedicated group who cap do it.
(Top) Even a quy like Tiger Woods has a
coach to keep him on top of hi§game
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HOW WAS T FOR YOU"~?

34 IndyCarSeries #2 3

Through the highs and the
lows, the good days and the
bad, Danica Patrick,
Marco Andrettiand
Graham Rahal are
constantly under the media
microscope. Factis, it
comes with the territory.

For three drivers still finding
their feetandlearning their
craftinthelndyCar Series,
IS just another added
pressure to cope with.

But here’s the deal:instead
Of Us offering yet another

opinion on them, we’re going

toshutupandlet themgive
you theirowntakesonthe
2008 season.

Takeitaway andtellitlikeitis,
people. Nopressure..

[nterviews David Malsher
Main Image Robert Laberge/Gerty Images

”~
“OK, l'msmaller,
lighter; But that
_alsomeansit’s__
“| physically harder

forme, too”

r

For Danica Patrick, that first
win in Motegi (below) was an
obvious highlight. Another?
The fact that her growing

experience means the flow of
setup information between
her and T.K. (below right)

isn't a one-wa

e

AndrettiGreenRacing
17 starts/1win/10top 10s/4 laps led



HOW WAS T FOR YOU?
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HOW WAS T FOR YOU"~?

ults weren't ‘
008, butas

AndrettiGreenRacing
17 starts/owins/1pole/8 top
10s/3301aps led

It's been a strange
year, to be honest. I
think on road courses
we've struggled as a
team because we
went down a wrong path, and as a
driver there's only so much you can
do if your car isn't working. On the
plus side, my feel on the ovals has
gotten much better, and I'm almost
able to lead the team as far as setups
are concerned, and that's made all
the difference. In a normal oval race
weekend, from the first moment of
practice, I'm thinking about the race
and working on a race setup, because
those are tracks where you can easily
pass. So, sometimes you'll see me
qualifying 14th, but I'll know I have
a car that can win the race.

It's surprising that Andretti Green
Racing won only two races, but if
you just take what's happened to
the 26 car, there have been a lot

36 IndyCarSeries #23

of races where we could have had the win. A lot
of the races we led, and not just because of fuel
mileage or whatever. We've been fast, but just
come up short, either through the wrong strategy
call, or something happening in a pit stop, or I'd
be in a wall because of a suspension breakage or
my error. Iowa I could have won, but we had an
airjack problem; at Kentucky and Richmond, we
qot let down by strateqy; at Milwaukee, I

pushed too hard at the end, and at Motegqi, I
went too hard at the start. So take away those
mistakes, a couple of strategy errors and a

couple of mechanical failures, and we'd have
been there, looking good.
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Consistency is key. When we had
the car to win the race, we'd mess up
some way, and when we weren't
running so well, we'd finish. All of a
sudden the talk is, "Oh, is Marco really
any good?" whereas in my rookie year
the story was that I was the man on
road courses, but I was afraid of the
big ovals. Now, apparently, it's the
opposite. So what happened with my
driving? Nothing. I just gained more
experience on ovals and we haven't
had great cars on the road courses.

I know we're going to be right on
it in 2009, because that's one thing
I learned through the year: We have
what it takes. We have the
personnel and the resources to be
with Ganassi and Penske. What we
need is consistency from everyone.
People are already talking about
Ganassi having Dario Franchitti and
Scott Dixon. Well, I'm
ready to take them
on, [ really am, to
fight them at every
single race and to go
for the championship.

Paul Webb/LAT



Newman/Haas/Lanigan Racing
15 starts/1win/4 top10s/18lapsled

| think we've learned

a lot in 2008. Sure,

progress could have

been a little bit better,

but it's been such a
busy year, I don't think anyone's had
a chance to step back and think
about it. It's been non-stop for all of
us. We just needed engineering staff
in the team who were used to these
specific cars — which we now have.
We qot Mitch Davis from Ganassi:
he has a lot of experience, and a lot
of things he's brought over have
really helped us and we've made
qood strides. I think we have a great
group of quys here now.

As a driver, too, switching from
Champ Car to the IndyCar Series
took a lot of learning - basic things
like the handling characteristics of
the car, its braking abilities and its
weight. OK, we won St. Pete, but
everything fell into our hands. We
were legitimately quick, I'll be the

=

HOW WASIT FOR YOU?

. ayear r;wben we

==

first to say that - in that final restart, we were
able to hold Helio off and drop him. But the pit
strateqy had worked our way, too.

As for the ovals, I like them and came to grips
with them pretty quickly. Milwaukee was great —
[ wish we could race there almost every
weekend! - but I still kick myself that I screwed
up that one: I'd passed [winner] Ryan Briscoe
and [ truly feel we were quicker than him.

I'm disappointed with myself that I made a lot
of mistakes this year and, of course, when you're
trying to make up for what you're lacking, those
things happen... A little bit of it could be getting
used to these cars, but not much. Milwaukee

Loran Hygema/LA:I'

weren't expectmg

to win anyway’ |
|

i

For Graham Rahal,
switching from Champ Car
to the IndyCar Series meant
mastering a new car and
learning to race on ovals. It
was tough at times, but a
hard-earned win at St. Pete
(below) was a highlight

certainly wasn't. Mid-Ohio was my
error, too. Indy? I'll take the blame if
it was me, but Tony Kanaan was
running a higher line than me later in
the race when there would have
been more marbles. And then my
engineer called me afterward to tell
me that we had a broken shock, too,
so let's put Indy to one side.

OK, it's better that I made
mistakes in a year when we weren't
really expecting to win anyway.
But, although I'm only 19, I've qgot
to look ahead, too. I want my
future to be with this team, but if
they decide that isn't the way they
want it, I need to have
opportunities elsewhere, and with
results like I've had, they're not
qoing to come. So it makes it even
harder on me pressure-wise. 1
missed college so I could qgo
racing; I've put a lot
on the line to do
this, so I need this
to work out.

I'm happy. but it's
been a trying year...
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ALITTLE DOWNTIME
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Vords Bruce Martin Main Image Sean Locke/Gerry Creative

, f s S \ v § 7
Peyton Manninq made use of

hIS lengthy summer vacdtlon to -

be starter at the 91st lndy 500,

(] l i

The next time the drivers of the IndyCar Series climb into their cars SEE YOU AGAIN IN,

With points up for grabs willbe April 5, in St. Petersburg, Fla. Between LIKE, SEVEN MONTHS

now and then, there’s the non-points race in Surfers Paradise on ,

Oct. 26, the awards banguet in Vegas onNov. 5, alittle testing here Ll “I‘f"“' the IndyCar S;””ff" o
and there, and no doubt some quality time with their teams. But off-season compare 1o other sports;
that leaves alot of the winter still to fill, So how will the stars of the
series fil those long, race-free months? Here’s what they say..

Darrell Ingham/Getty Images
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BALANCING ACT

O VIDEO

Like its driver, E.J.
Viso, HYM is new
to the IndyCar
Series. Take a tour
of its race shop
with team boss
Keith Wiggins

(Above) After a promising debut
season, E.J. Viso and the HVM Racing

team could be ones to watch in 2009.

The Venezuelan's also shown promise
in his newest pursuit - unicycling (left)

Darrell Ingham/Getty Images

One wheeland four, E.J. VIsomade abig
Impressioninnis firstINndyCar Series

WIRGHISHIEIS T @

; i E.J. Viso (then still known as Ernesto Viso) won the
season. Watch OUt for the Unl(_:ycnng Skip Barber Dodge Eastern Championship in 2001,
vVenezuelan mang Nis Movein 2009 then headed to Europe. Two Formula 3 Winter
Series titles in the UK led to him taking on the F3
Words David Malsher Main Image Dan Streck/LAT Special Effects Ree Tucker Ehanpionsiip propemns0 e lis sea-an wes Glitdiled

early — but not before he'd taken two wins.

Two seasons in GP2 followed, with wins at Barcelona
and Imola (below) in 2006, plus six more top-three
finishes. But it's one of his one-off races in '07, at
Magny-Cours, France, that most people associate with
Viso and GP2. Check it out on YouTube to see why.

On that dramatic note, the Venezuelan might well
have signed off on the European chapter of his career.

“There's still a chance I'll go back," he says, "but I'm
not interested in being a third driver for a Formula 1
team - I want to race. GP2's good, but just because you
win there doesn't mean you'll get to F1, and I don't like
politics. That's why I came to this different world. I have
never had so much fun in my career, and I believe I can
make a difference and hopefully win the championship."

Andrew Ferraro/GP2
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AMERICA'S GOT TALONS

DEAK

Performance

df%

hl'ndyCar Series weekend wouldn’t be the
& W!thOUF this guy to get the party started

probably signed more a :

photos than Danica and Helio combi e's fending off
marriage proposals on a weekly basis. He's the Firestone
Firehawk, the hardest working raptor in racing.

With a whole list of duties to perform around
the IndyCar Series and Firestone Indy Lights, and
thousands of fans to meet, greet and have fun with,
race weekends are pretty much nonstop for the
Firestone Firehawk. But the feathery phenomenon
managed to take a few minutes out of his schedule
to answer a few of our questions.

42 IndyCarSeries #23
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AMERICA'S GOT TALONS

“I've been proposed to over
50 times! But my job’s

4 »
m)’ﬁm t love THE FIRESTONE FIREHAWK
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THE ULTIMATE PARTY PLANNERS

44 IndyCarSeries #2 3




(Main) When Helio Castroneves

wins, his trademark celebrations

throw the stYndard post-race
plan out of the window. That's

\When the call goes out to launch
% Jthe "Helioplan..." (Right) Joe
4 Hodgqe is the quy tasked with

ingithe podium work to script
A

THE ULTIMATE PARTY PLANNERS

Crazy asitsounds, it takes alot of meticulous
planning to make an IndyCar Series podium
sucha funand spontanecus moment. But
IU’s always good tohave a“PlanB..”

Words Dave Lewandowski Main Image Robert Laberge/Getty Images

n his exuberance to celebrate a

victory Helio Castroneves style, the

Team Penske driver bypasses the
turn-off for Infineon Raceway's
Victory Circle as directed and quides
the No. 3 entry to a stop at the finish
line, 200 yards farther down pit lane.

He gqets out, high jumps the pit
lane wall, then scales the grandstand
support structure and railing to be
a man of the people for a minute
or two — until he feels someone
pinching his butt. "That's when I
knew it was time to leave" and join
the formal celebration, he says.

The brief detour necessitates the
Indy Racing Leagque's event
marketing staff to call an audible -
the "Helio plan" - and soon
everything is back on schedule.

"We knew Helio was qoing to
find someplace to attempt to
climb, we just didn't know where,"
says Ruthie Forbes, the Indy Racing
Leaque's director of special events.
"At that point, you adopt the Helio
plan, and if he's close enough to
Victory Circle or pit lane, then we'll
qo out and put a hat on him and
qet ready. If not, we have to rely
on the Delphi Safety Team and the
pit techs to get him back for us.
There is an underlying plan, it just
happens to be 'OK, let's pull the
trigger when we need to and here's
what it's going to look like.'

"The hardest part of event
logistics is you have to be as
proactive as you possibly can and
plan for anything. But you also
have to be flexible, so you can
adapt and roll with it."

There also is a "Danica plan,”
which was put in motion when she
won at Twin Ring Moteqi in April.
With Patrick becoming the first
female to win a major closed-
course auto race halfway around
the world from the U.S. mainland,
"adapt and roll" took on a new
meaning in getting the Andretti
Green Racing driver front and
center of the media.

The racing is action-packed
and spontaneous, but the pre-
and post-race activities must be
more scripted, with multiple
interests wanting a piece of the
winner - print, TV and other
electronic media, photographers,
sponsors, team personnel and
the race promoter - all within
a brief time window.

"You have to take something
that is jubilant and celebratory and
keep it that way, while trying to
control chaos," Forbes says. "You
want the driver and team to enjoy
the celebration and feel free and
spontaneous but, at the same time,
because of broadcast, media and
sponsorship commitments, you have
to keep it focused and orqganized.

"While the celebration wants to
qo on for two hours because the
team is very excited and they have
a lot of sponsors, the
photographers and media have to
be done by a certain time. So you
have to find a happy medium.

"The plan covers enough of the
broad bases that every group within
Victory Circle has what it needs to
do its job, while still allowing the »
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TROPHY CABINET

Podium ceremonies? Sure, they vary a
little from track to track. The trophies?
They vary a lot. Check these out...

Texas (where else?) adds a pair of six-
shooters to the winner's glassware

Nashville Speedway's hand-painted
Gibson quitar is a Music City tradition

x 'i;
The most sought after of all: the Indy
500's majestic Borg-Warner Trophy
EENES /N JESNEN I EE W

g &
< 57011

Motegi follows the Borg-Warner route
with this impressive piece of metal...

7 o6 i & 72
...but goes for some offbeat extras,
too. Er, an inflatable bowling pin?!
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Jamie Squire/Getty Images

Paul Webb/LAT

Paul Webb/LAT

This wasn't in the plan...Dan Wheldo
unleashes a moment of pie-based
comedy genius upoh newly crowned

champ Scott Dixon at Chicagoland

Michael Levitt/LAT

“You never
Enow when your
next victory is
going to come,
so enjoy it!”

HELIO CASTRONEVES

driver to party like a rock star. It's all
about the driver, but in actuality, it's
about everybody else who needs to
get what they need."

Castroneves, who at Infineon
ended a 29-race winless streak, is
oblivious to the loose time limit. His
incandescent smile is unfailing
throughout 10 minutes of
photographs and the champagne
fight with the second- and third-
place finishers that inevitably veers
into the crowd.

"I cannot contain myself very
well; I try to enjoy the
momentum,” the IndyCar Series
championship runner-up says. "I
think everyone enjoys seeing it, but
I don't do it for them. I do it
because I have fun. You never know
when your next victory is going to
come, so enjoy it!"

Post-race podium celebrations for
the top-three finishers are new in
2008 (held everywhere but at the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway and
Texas Motor Speedway), which adds
to the logistical matrix, but the

differing sizes of Victory Lane and its proximity to the
media center (the post-celebration destination for the top
three) mean the plan has to be tailored for each venue. In
the end, the nuances come down to experience and
working closely with the staff at each venue.

"We qo to each racetrack and develop a plan for that
venue," says Joe Hodge, the Indy Racing Leaque's senior
manager of event marketing, who's the conductor of
the Victory Circle operation. "It's primarily media-driven
on when and where it needs to happen, because the
primary focus of podiums is to get more of our stars in
front of the media. It's a complex puzzle and you just
have to make do and make it work. That's a collective
effort between the leaque and promoter.”

After recognizing second and third place, the
spotlight is on the winner. The "hat dance" ensues,
during which the victor poses for photographs with the
event trophy and/or winning car wearing various logoed
hats. There's even time allotted for photographs with
the Firestone Firehawk and track mascot, followed by
group shots with the team and sponsor quests.

Acknowledging requests while keeping the line
moving, Hodge alerts crew members to prepare to
release the car to the Indy Racing Leaque technical
inspection pad, where it will be checked for violations.
Only then will he hand off the winner to Amy Konrath,
the Indy Racing Leaque's director of media and public
relations, who lines up deadline interviews with TV
outlets and Indianapolis Motor Speedway Productions,
the in-house broadcast arm of the IndyCar Series.

Then it's off to the media center, where - if the timing is
right — the winner will join the other podium finishers as
they are finishing their news conference segments. From
there, a half-dozen phone interviews await, along with an
ESPN.com chat and a satellite media tour with TV sports
anchors around the country.

Finally, the race winner can stop smiling and the
marketing and public/media relations staffs can
catch their breath.

"We have everything very detailed and scripted,
knowing that it's an outline to keep everyone
moving forward," Forbes says. "But it does takes a
lot of teamwork and flexibility." &
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RAFA'S RISK AND REWARD

Raphael Matos, Indianapolis
Motor Speedway, Sept. 8, 2008 -
the day after taking the Firestone
Indy Lights title at Chicagoland
Speedway. Next time he poses

at The Brickyard, he'll be hoping
it's as an IndyCar Series driver
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RAFA'S RISK AND REWARD

ONWARD

Raphael Matos AND UPWARD

talks about

successfully Richard Antinucci fought
complEtingiiis bardto the final race
mission: taking the

2008 Firestone

Indy Lights crown

LIGHTS HEAVY

ONGOOD NEWS

Big fields, Firestone in the
% title...and Ana Bearriz, too

Spending another year ina feeder series might have seemed
like @ high-risk strategy to take. BUt for Firestone Indy LIgNts
Champ Raphael Matos, it’s paid off. Strategy vindicated

Words Tim Harms Main Image Michael Levitt/LAT
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LEARNING THE RIGHT WAY

ying togetahandle on
RACING, road courses are stillthe
Jllenge. But thisjustin: progress is being made

Words Dave Lewandowski Main Image Chris McGrath/Gerty lmages

(Main) It's been quite a learning curve

for A.). Foyt IV. (Opposite, from top) Ed
Carpenter prepares to get streetwise;
Carpenter (left) and Foyt confer; Carpenter at
St. Pete, where he made his road race debut
onin '05; Foyt overcooks it at Mid-Ohio
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LEARNING THE RIGHT WAY

GRANDPA WASN'T A BIG FAN..

Road courses? A.J. Foyt can take em or leave ‘em

AJ. Foyt isn't lacking road course wins
on his resumé. He's won the 24 Hours
at Daytona twice, the 12 Hours of
Sebring, the 24 Hours of Le Mans

and the Nassau Trophy. He's won at
Silverstone and Mosport. Why, he even
won the Paul Revere 250 at Daytona
in 1983 - with a cracked vertebrae
suffered earlier in the day in a

NASCAR Winston Cup crash.

But Foyt wasn't necessarily drawn to
road racing during his illustrious career.
"I didn't go out of my way to qo
road racing; I mainly went when I had
to go," the four-time Indianapolis 500
champion says. "If there was a choice

between a road race and a sprint car
race, I went to the sprint car race.

"I never enjoyed road racing as
much as oval racing. In road racing,
you can mess up in one corner and
make it up in the next. It doesn't take
that much finesse. With oval racing, you

“There are still
a lot of rough
days when we're

not very happy
with ourselves”

ED CARPENTER

have to be more precise at both ends
of the track. Yeah, road racing is a lot
more forgiving than racing on an oval,
but if you make mistakes on an oval,
it's going to cost you."

He learned that time and again on
dirt and pavement, paying in points
and places. But road racing almost
cost Foyt his life — multiple times.

In 1965, at Riverside, a brake
adjuster broke entering Turn 9. He
was pronounced dead by a track
medic, but Parnelli Jones saved him
by scooping the dirt out of his mouth.
Foyt suffered a broken back, bruised
aorta and fractured heel.

In 1990, at Road America, a brake
pedal broke on his Lola heading into
Turn 1. He suffered injuries to his left
knee and both feet and ankles that
affect him to this day.

A.J. Foyt Racing driver Darren Manning
has provided solid results for the team on
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road/street courses, and Foyt is pleased
to see the progress of his grandson,
AJ. IV, with Vision Racing.

"He was qood on them in the
karts and formula cars, where you
can throw the car around and recover
quickly," Foyt says. "Now he's learned
to handle them in the much heavier
IndyCar Series car. [ think he's doing
a good job."

(Above) A.). Foyt's '67 24 Hours of Le Mans
victory, with Dan Gurney, is the highlight
of an impressive road racing resume - but
he much preferred ovals. (Below) Four
seasons into his task, Ed Carpenter is
emerging from the road racing shadows

LAT Archive

Darrell Ingham/Getty Images



FANTASY RACING LEAGUE

30-DAY TRIAL MEMBERSHIP TO THE
OFFICIAL FAN CLUB OF THE INDYCAR SERIES

TANE A TEST DRIVE

Racing doesn’t stop when the work week starts. Live
the speed, drama and excitement of IndyCar Series
racing 365 days a year with INDY'DownForce'.

As a member, you'll enjoy exclusive member benefits
and connect with fans who share your passion for
IndyCar Series racing.

Join for FREE today by visiting indycar.com
and clicking on “Fan Club.”
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CONSERVATION MEASURES

O VIDEO MEASURE TWICE,
Close, but no FUEL ONCE

cidar... Helio
Castroneves finds How much fuel went in?

himself a little P ) 3 o A IS i
et vt » How much did it burn:

and flammable : - o Hmm, that's a tricky one...
stuff in Kentucky ‘ ‘

Unlike a street car, there is no fuel
qauqe in an IndyCar Series car.
Measurements of how much 100
percent fuel-grade ethanol qoes

into the fuel cell and how much
qoes out, plus knowledqge of the
meters that make those
measurements, is critical to
knowing whether a driver can
make it one more lap or not.

"We spend all weekend
measuring every drop of fuel by
weight and volume going into the
car, and after every session we
pump it back out to see how
much is left," says Andretti Green
engineer and fuel guru Bryan

Race cars don't get an Page. "Honda gives us a number
EPA rating (main), but of how much fuel has been used.
if they did... (Far left) That's the hard part; it's got some
Helio Castroneves error to it. So, we're always
would have needed measuring how much the engine

Michael Levitt/LAT

N SHOPPING

3.8mpg to win actually used compared to how
FOR COMPAR‘SOS CLASSIFIED AS Kentucky - a tall much the engine says it used."
ALL VEHICLE order. (Left) Safety Like the gas gauqe in a car that
|NDYCAR SERIES car periods are dull, will let you run iF past empty
EL RACE CARS but save fuel. (Top) before the tank is dry, the flow
OPEN'V’""E Honda's potent Indy meters show that more ethanol
GE V8 engine has been used than has actually
HAVE BEEN |Ssuﬁg|ﬂg'gao gone into the engine. It ranges
RATINGS RA from 2 percent to 4 percent safe,
= Page explains, and that can be a
3.2 T0 3.4 MPG RACE/FULL RAﬁD lap's worth of fuel. So the first
< ULLILEAN order of business is to figure out
5TO 3.7 MPG RACE F exactly how "“safe" the engine is.
3. Once that's determined, "We
, . . measure every stop how much
Evenwhenyou’re racinghard at 220mph, it pays to fuelis in the tank, by level and

flow meters, and how much goes

save alittle ethanol. Sometimes i's ot the fastest car | [Nttt adinae
that wins anIndyCar Series race, but the most frugal... because not all the fuel goes into

the car-some of it comes back
Words Richard James Main Image Eddie Melendreras through the vent. So we're
constantly measuring. Ultimately,
there's nothing to tell us when
we're going to be empty.”
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At the ABC Supply/A.J. Foyt 225, Foyt himself gives
the command - and it's usually a little different. In
.~ 2006, it was, "Boys and qirl, start your engines!" This
i (ﬁ'f year, "Danica and gentlemen, start your engines!"
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o Wilbur Shaw (left) was a What |nSD| red
. three-time Indy 500 winner,
but his legacy also includes your race
making the command to he|met design’?
start engines a spine- ’

tingling moment

DANICA PATRICK

“I actually started outin
karts with a Paul Tracy
design and that's sort of
migrated into my design.
We've added a little bit of
real qold leaf and stuff like
that into it to make it look
better. It has changed a
little here and there."

IMS Archive

Michael Levitt/LAT

The stary behind the Most famous words In auto racing DIGITALPLUS

When you subscribe to the
FREE IndyCar Series digital
issue, we'll let you know when
a new one appears. Sweet!

indycarmag.com/digitalissue

SECRETWORD
DOWNFORCE

For more information on
INDY Downforce
visit indycar.com

and click on "Fan Club"

IMS Archive
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“l would change my own oll, air filter and spark plugs
If Ihad to. But, hopefully, | will never haveto..”

IS THE WINTER
BREAK TOO LONG??

SIXMonths on, SixMonths off. Good or bad?

fing-oil and -
plugs - yet

ierone 0/
Dixon! ;
ple 17 erit/s/

Do you feel
beaten up
after arace?

RYAN HUNTER-REAY
“Since I'm so tall and crammed
in the car, the ovals are tough
on me sometimes. They make
my knees go numb, because
they're up in the steering
column. The road courses are
pretty good, and it's not that
bad the next day. On a bumpy =
street course, it has an effect e rock 'n’ roll lifestyle of a
on my elbows. It all has to do === cardriver...It'sp

with my being so tall. The little - for Darren Manni
jockey drivers have it nice."

Paul Webb/LAT
Eddie the Wizard
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Perry Nelson/LAT

(XS\NeBUEINCH AL EX TAGLIANI

LATE STARTER

AleX Taglianiracedin the Champ Car finale at Long Beachand finally made
NiS INdyCar Series deput at Detroit. We had some catchingup to do...

Between Long Beach and your
return to open-wheel racing at
Detroit, what did you do?

Me and Walker Racing left Long Beach
feeling we'd done really well - qualified
second, run second and kept the
pressure on Will Power. But it was a
one-race deal, so then Iraced the
NASCAR Canadian Tire Series, and I did
a little bit of driver coaching for Derrick
[Walker]'s Atlantic team.

How much time did you have to
prepare for the Detroit race?

Not much! I got the call from Eric
[Bachelart of Conquest Racing] on
Friday. I'd missed the last flight to
Detroit, so I drove from Hamilton and
reached the Detroit paddock about
10:30 p.m. No time to do a seat, but
we got my feet to touch the pedals.
Went to bed at 3:30 a.m., had to be
at the track at 6:30 for my medical. I
qot a half-hour of practice before
qualifying. In the race the gearbox
broke, but I ended up with fifth or
sixth fastest lap of the race.

Who were your motorsport heroes?
Gilles Villeneuve - a hero to all
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Canadian kids. Ayrton Senna, an
amazing driver who worked so much
outside the car with the team. And
quys [ qot to race with: Alex Zanardi
and Michael Andretti.

What's your favorite movie?

I like action comedies. The Rush Hour
movies are great: Chris Tucker and
Jackie Chan are totally hilarious.

What Canadian music should we

be listening to?

Simple Plan. They're a punk-pop band
who I've qotten to know through my
sponsor, Sennheiser. But the iPod was
made for people like me: I like one or

Perry Nelson/LAT

two songs from lots and lots of
different bands. “Thunderstruck” by
AC/DC is one of my favorite songs of
alltime. But I also like a bit of pop like
“I'kissed a girl" by Katy Perry, and a
little bit of rap, too.

What do you like to eat?

My wife Bronte's cooking - she's my
mentor in this. I like my food to be
pretty simple - chicken and steamed
veqetables. Tam very, very allergic to
nuts, so I don't like to take risks at
restaurants. Bronte also does the
absolute best low-fat muffins and we
stock them up in the freezer, so I can
take them with me whenI'm
traveling.

If you weren't a racing driver, what
would you be doing?

Pfff...that's the worst question in my
life! Thave two loves: racing and my
wife. If I lost those, I'd be the saddest
quy in the world. Right now I have
racing, and for the winter,
construction/renovation. If I think
about the long-term future, I'd like to
have a proper kart track for kids to learn
howtorace. &

(Abovsapﬁe‘ nset) Alex Tagliani
with wife Bronte. (Above)
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Danica Patrick Sicrime

IndyCar® Series Driver

Meet the newest member of our PEAKe Performance team —
PEAK> PERFORMANCE Motor Oil. With advanced Thermal
Breakdown Protection and available in the weight you need,
it’s the right choice for your vehicle.

www.peaklubricants.com
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Furestone

THE FIRST AMONG
_ THE FINEST.

N0.Q) | SCOTT DIXON

“The Firestone Firehawk tires have been
fantastic all season. We've definitely won
a lot of races on them!”

Surfers Paradise, Australia
Airing October 25 at 10:30 p.m. ET on ESPN Classic
Re-airing October 26 at 11 p.m. ET on =aw~1 8 B

("9

INDYCAR
SERIES

DIRECTV. B HD

Firestone

Firestone® Firehawk™ Firestone® Firehawk™ Firestone® Firestone® Firehawk™
Racing Slick Wide Oval™ Firehawk™ GT Indy 500° A TRADITION

OF INNOVATION

Firestone is the Official Tire of the Indianapolis 500 Mile Race and the Indy Racing League®, which includes the IndyCar® Series in DIRECTV HD
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