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Kakha Shcherbakovi

On the Title and History of the Feast Day of St. George on
November 10 (23 November on New Style)

This work aims to study the origins of St. George’s feast on
November 10 and peculiarity of its celebration in Georgia.

It is known that St. George occupies a special place in the
Georgian Christian culture and generally, in the consciousness of the
Georgian people. The feast day of November 10 or "the torture on
the wheel, as it turns out, is one of the interesting manifestations
of it in such canonical branch of Georgian ecclesiastical writing as
the liturgy.

Based on the study of the S5th-10th-century Georgian liturgical
collections, the paper proves that the origin and ground for marking
the feast of St. George’s torture on the wheel is the day of De4dicate
(Renovation) of St. George’s church which must have been established
in the 4™ century within Palestinian-Jerusalem Christian bosom. The
work confirms Acad. K. Kekelidze’s viewpoint regarding this feast.

Besides St. George’s feasts (Giorgoba) on April 23, 3 and 10
November, the work also attests other commemorations of St. George
the most part of which has been preserved in ,Joane-Zosime’s
Calendar”. The mentioned ,,Calendar“ keeps the data interesting in
many ways, which represent rare sources for studying the ancient
Palestinian liturgical traditions. One of them refers to the fast
dedicated to St. George. The mentioned fast is of particular interest,
as it concerns not St. George’s feast on April 23, but the feast on
November 10. The fast indicated in the ,,Calendar” is of Palestinian
origin, as well as St. George’s feast on November 10.

The paper considers and evaluates St. G. Peradze’s opinion in
connection with the feast on November 10.

On the basis of study the liturgical collections ("Great Synaxarion®
and "Menology“) under St. George the Athonite’s redaction the
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novelty relating to this Holy Father to mark St. George’s feast on
November 10 in Georgian church is shown.

The paper studies those monuments of Georgian hagiography,
which deal with the mentioned feast day of St. George. Based on
the study of "The Life of St. Gregory Khandzteli“ from liturgical
viewpoint it is shown that there existed the special fast dedicated
to St. George’s feast on November 10 at the Khandzta monastery.
The research has shown that this fast mentioned in "The Life of
St. Gregory Khandzteli“ and St. George’s fast mentioned in“Ioane
— Zosime’s Calendar” are different, but dedicated to the same fast.

The paper deals with one of the hymnographic Canons included
in November "Menology“ under George the Athonite’s redaction
which is termed as ,,Georgian“ by him. On the basis of the study
of this hymn content it can be presumed that its author must be a
Byzantine hymnographer who lived and labored in the 7® century.

Based on the study of Old Georgian liturgical, hagiographic,
homiletic and apocryphal sources it is shown that the feast day of St.
George on November 10 came to Georgia from Palestine and unlike
other Orthodox churches, it is commemorated unchanged from the
day of its entry. The role of St. George the Athonite, the legislator
of the Georgian church, in the establishment of this feast day is of
great importance. Thanks to him it becomes known today, what the
situation was like in connection with the mentioned commemoration
in the Greek church in the second quarter of the 11" century. It also
belongs to him the new, liturgical name of the feast of St. George on
November 10, which closely linked this date with the saint’s torture
and showed it in a new way in the Georgian liturgical tradition.




