IN DEFENCE OF THE FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION OF PROFESSORS IN CATALONIA
 
Recently a group of professors from different Catalan universities signed a manifesto denouncing the illegality of the measures taken by the Generalitat in order to culminate the secessionist process initiated some time ago. In particular, they called upon the organs of the State to undertake all necessary action (within the law) so as to restore constitutional and democratic order in Catalonia.
As a result of this, there is evidence of a public smear campaign against these professors. On the one hand, the sovereignist students’ union SEPC has demanded “the resignation” of Albert Reig, professor of political science at the Universitat Rovira i Virgili (URV) of Tarragona. Meanwhile, a media outlet (directe.cat) has published the names of the professors in question, with their photograph and university affiliation, attributing to the signatories an extreme right-wing ideology ad accusing them of being enemies of democracy. There seems to be no doubt that the aim of these actions is none other than to stigmatise those who are regarded as political adversaries.
In view of this serious situation, we would like to manifest our firm support for the possibility of our university colleagues in Catalonia, exercising their freedom of conscience, expressing respectfully but with complete freedom their political dissent. To this end, we call upon political and academic authorities to take the necessary actions in order for this freedom and teaching activity to be suitably protected and guaranteed. It should be remembered, once again, that democracy does not consist in pointing the finger at the dissident, but in ensuring that minorities can express themselves freely in order that the pluralism of opinions might facilitate political debate.
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