WHAT KIND
OF DRAMA
ARE THEY
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SHOW?
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HOW THEY
PRACTICE
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SEE IT WITH
MY OWN
EYES, | \

WOULDN'T
L
seeer
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PLEASE
WAIT FOR /.~
A MINuTE}

B MR. NAKAGAWA

EXCUSE ME,
I'D LIKE TO

MEET WITH
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HER FACE

JUST NOW

WAS FULL OF (\:
SELF CONFI- \
DENCE 4.

/ SHE s
_)YSCARY...

TALKING
ABOUT HER )

OSING A LOT §
op WEIGHT /




" /
2 ARE
- [ You PRACTICED 50 you I
\ HARD THAT ALR-1 | yuu! ¢
| > YOU'VE EXHAUSTED GHT? }
' YOURSELF! ‘
¥ T /
oKAY <. f . @ \
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HAVE ANY T vy ==

APPETITE

[ SHE

\ LOOKED .
\ DOWN |\~
[ ToDAY




SENSE, I'M
A BORING
GIRL,
EVEN MY AreNTI? |
MOM SAYS %

/’(// T TR T
MAYA, YOU CAN ) -
.. > BEANVONEON 17

STAGE...ANYONE < -
YOU WANT TO |

A TOWN GIRL
AT THE
NEXT, A

PRINCESS, A

FAIRY,

Y

A VILLAGE
GIRL AT
ONE TIME,

YOU MAKE
COME THOSE n 7 %

ALIVE  CHARACTERS Q% 58 N X
INSIDE OF X T2




EVERYONE'S LIFE
STORY IS A PLAY...
TO FIND OUT, - > YOURS COULD BE
You MUST DO MORE INTERESTING
YOUR ROLE COMPARED TO
THE BEST YOU
CAN,

AND PEOPLE
WILL NOTICE
you

YOU WILL
FEEL ALIVE

NOW,
NOT THE N 2 £ FORGET YOUR
BORING : C”‘gfg’;‘;s
MAYA Fhe)
KITAJIMA 15, o BECONE

LET'S O

START ALRIGHT!
REHEAR
-SAL! _

S~

PEOPLE WILL
NOTICE ME...
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YOUR PLAY
WILL BE ON
THE THIRD

WE'RE SHOWING A
NEW wWay TO
PERFORM THAT HAS
NEVER BEEN SEEN

OUR &ROUP

LITTLE MONEY
AS POSSIBLE,

% PROPS..

USES AS

-

7S

COMPETITION

CHANCE

..)? "J'/,\
e ] )

THEATER )




NICE
PEOPLE

I'M ALWAYS 4
SHY

ROUND
HER

b WY BUT IN THIS
{  compen-

\_ WE'LL LOSE TION,

OUR
THEATER

{ ToO.. <
\\'_ e

D i

EVERYONE, // %

THE NATIONAL %/ / ,)’
DRAMA COM- =4
PETITION WiLL Jo— ¥
BE STARTNG (| !

£

—

§ O

/ _'/\ /A\\.‘;/\

{ WE ARE CALLIN
@ THE FIRST CON-
' TESTANT, HANA-
@ »  BUSA FROM
i HYOGo0,

WITH THE
PLAY TITLE
~ 'THE LAST
J/  LEAF

2

e




WHEN ARE : WE
WE GOING To| | 1= : - ALWAYS
311 b BUMP

YOou ALWAYS
PERFORM ON
THE SAME
P A, STAGE AS

ARE YOU
TWO VERY
CLOSE?
| MEAN...




THIS 1S THE
FIRST TIME
YOU'VE
ASKED ME
SOMETHING

IMPORTANT £ /-

= f!':/(/

THEY'RE
CALLING

INGS WILL
NEVER
CHANGE

-

ALRIGHT!

I'VE LIKED
YOU SINCE |
FIRST MET
you

e

* -



ALTHOUGH THE
RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN
UNDINE AND
TSUKIKAGE 15

IF BAD..

HAPPENS..

BETWEEN
THE TWO..
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YOU SO LONG?
OTHER PEOPLE
TOOK OUR

I'M 50
HAPPY!

ALRIGHT!
| DON'T MIND
STANDING

I'VE LIKED
YOU SINCE
! FIRST

. “'\:; f Ilmf'”// VR




MEANWHILE
OUTSIPE THE
THEATER, A

SPRING STORM

IS MOVING

CLOSER

‘/ TR

NATIONAL
PRAMA

‘[Illlﬂ
THE
—

..HAS
FINALLY
BEGUN
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HY060'S
HANABLSA
THEATER WITH
APRAMA TITLE
'THE LAST

LEAF

ANP THE
THIRP
CONTESTANT,
FROM
HOKKAIPO..

THE
FIRST PAY
CONTESTANTS

wwwww an

VS

NAGAWA'S
YOKOHAMA
THEATER, WITH
A PRAMA TITLE

"AFTER THE
GENERAL'S EYES

OPENEP"




IKKAKUIU
THEATER
WITH A
PRAMATITLE
‘Destiny’

LIKE PEOPLE!

¢ e
.Qr-( TREES! S\

-~ L > marial
TO BE SUC- DON'T
CESSFUL, | STOP
HAVE TO GO ME!

TO EKUNDORA




\ ]
yYou 1 DON'T
*a\ CAN'T BE WANT TO / SUCCESS
STOPPED, DIE FOR { IS EVERY-
HANS NOTHING! THING FOR

A MAN..

YOU'RE 5 .
LEAVING

s EVERYONE

Your BEHIND

’ | FATHER, _
\\ MOTHER,
AND ME

N Fmm—————

rSHE’S
TOTALLY

| DIFF-

FORGET,
YOU LOVE HANS..
THIS VILLAGE
AND ITS SLR-
ROUNDINGS..

YOU LOVE RIVERS,
THEM ALL.. FIELDS,

WAIT FOR
YOou,
HANS...
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THERE

ARE
THREE
PATHS..

\

s

1

9_.:»

WHICH WAY
IS TO
EKUNDORA?

INr
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THINGS ALIVE, THEY c0n erace

DESERVE TO BE SET
PRAISED! !

El
WHAT WAS  oLD
HE SAYING?Z pMAN..

L ! ALL OF
THEM ARE
GOING TO
\  EKUN-
DORA..

YOU HAVE

THE e TO DECIDE
RIGHT il YOLR
PATH DESTINY

PATH

IT'S A

, BIG
I'M GOING

TO HITCH- ROAD..
HIKE
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WITH OUR __ \
MOTORCYLE,\ 3
WE TRAVEL ’
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e Sl BT,

WE ARE THE
ADVENTULR-
ERS WHO
ALWAYS 6O
ABOVE 100
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[ MAYA IS 60
INNOCENT...
SHE'S LAUGH-
ING AS IF
IKKAKLIU
THEATER ISN'T
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WOW! THEY'RE

THEY'RE ) o
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SINCE HE

PICKEP THE &

ARGH! PATH ON THE §

| WISH RIGHT, HE [

I'D PICKED | TURNEP INTO 5
ANOTHER A HITMAN

IF 1 CAN .
CHANGE MY
DESTINY

HANS WOKE LUP
FROM HIS
VREAM AND |,
FOUNP OUT HE |
WAS BACK AT
THE STARTING

HE THEN
PICKEP THE
PATH ON THE
LEFT, AND MET
A VERY RICH




HANS WOKE UP THEN THERE
o FROM HIS PREAM h : mg,g‘g
ANP HE TOOK THE THAT TO0K
HOWEVER, ‘ MIPPLE FATH, * YOU'RE EVERYTHING
BECAUSE OF HIS THAT LEAP HIM {wmmm AWAY FROM
FAME, HE HAS i TO THE PATH OF
NO FREEPOM TO | SUCLESS AS A ek
FALL INLOVE | FAMOUS SINGER l_,g\/EEAlr:{LEL = MU.
I
] AND |

DIDN'T

| ’\ |
| ' ? N

Pyl .

| AR

] A WHILE,

[l Hes
EXHAUSTER

ALTHOUGH THERE
WERE TEARS,
LAUGHTER,
PANCING AND

SINGING.. g2

WV
ROLK ANP ROLL
ANP MUSIC...

FULL OF HUMOR e
ANP JOYFULNE‘55




LIFE FULL

IT'S AT MY EVERY-
VILLAGE! THING..

OF LOVE IS

AH!

IT'S
MORNING
ALREADY

THE ONLY
PATH FOR

SPEND MY
LIFE WITH
MY
LOVELY
MARIA

; \ PATHS..

( THREE
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ACTORS
HA? TO
RETURN
TO THE

)

AUDIENCE
LOVES

STAGE =3 -,
=g

s p
B

734
L i
?AA\%

THE
APPLAUSE 15
45 GETTING

ITS TRUE,
IKKAKUJIU
WAS

Us WORRY
ABOUT OUR
CHANCES TO
WIN..

BUT I'M
MORE
WORRIED
ABOUT..

ONODERA-SAN,
IKKAKUJU'S
PERFORMANCE
WAS AMAZING,
WASN'T IT?

JUDGES
GIVE
THEIR
ON THE poiNTS

GOOD

ACTS

AFTER
e [KKAKUIU, THE
K OTHER THE-
ATERS PIPN'T
SEEM TO BE
IMPRESSIVE {

i

-

THOSE WHO
WENT AFTER
THEM RECEIVEP
ALOT OF
CRITICISM




THERE ARE

MORE :
z

PEOPLE
LOMING

everyory N\ "
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IF | WATCH LIKE

| CAN WATC,H ; . ' THIS EVERYDAY,
EVERYDAY! S | CAN'T EAT

ﬁ) HONESTLY,
: | DON'T
Meromr. FeeL Lie

NG | PERFORM-
ACTORS ING..
ANYWAY

NING, TSUKIKAGE
SENSE! HAS
NEVER GIVEN US
AN IMPORTANT
HOW CAN WE ROLE

THE UNDINE (¥
THEATER.. -
MY NAME IS




WHY WON'T

TSUKIKAGE-
SENSEI

GIVE You
BIGGER
ROLES?

7 LOWEVER,

o i

OM, NOT )

TALENTED :
REALLY..}".

PEOPLE LIKE
YOU WITH ONLY
SMALL ROLES
WON'T BE ABLE
TO MOVE ON..

S0 YOU HAVE
A BIGGER
CHANCE OF
BEING A
SUPER STAR

| KNOW
YOU'RE TAL- |
ENTED ACTORS &
FROM TSUKI-

| HAVE BEEN
WATCHING
YOUR PER-

FORMANCES

YES, ISN'T
LINDINE SCHOOL
QUITE FAMOLIS?

NOT ONLY
IF YOU TEACH, ( INFACT, \ ’
ooy \ 1 namk o | [\ yYouLL se
you wiLL { ©OF YOU CAN A\ FAMOUS
RECEIVE BECOME ON TV,
SALARES TEACHERS .
YOU WILL
PERFORM
\{ ONsTAGE
N AS WELL
i
Ty P
- - \ ,‘/ 7){
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OF
OURSE..

WHAT DO
you
THINK?

BUT WITH ¥ OF COLIRSE,

YOUR YOU'LL START
TALENTS, FROM THE
THERE'S BEGINNING

NOTHING TO JUST LIKE
WORRY EVERYBODY

IT'S LIKE A
DREAM TO
us..

/UNLIKE TSUKI-
KAGE THEATER,
| CAN MAKE
YOU BOTH RICH

AND FAMOU-S/

SR

il

o’ THIS SUMMER WE
WILL PERFORM A
DRAMA CALLED
“Gone with
the Wind”
LM\ AT THE DAITO THEA-
It ™ TER BLILDING

X T

Ao

N T 8
Youd~

A
<
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IF You
WE WILL THINK JOIN US..

. WILL BE A
- Sl 2 HASN'T BEEN

DECIDED YET

ESPECIALLY IF
THE DIRECTOR
IS ONODERA,
HE CAN MAKE
Us FAMOUS

IT'S BETTER
THAN STAYING
ITH TSUKIKAGE, .

BUT I'LL FEEL BAD FOR
TSUKIKAGE IF YOU TWO
BETRAY HER AND
MOVE TO OLR SCHOOL




o

NO..

S WE RESPECT
" ONODERA-SAN
YES SIR..
WE WILL MOVE, BETTER
AND WE WILL
DO ANYTHING ]T_-‘. -
YOU AsK W
e

FOURTH PAY,
UNPINE
THEATER WITH
‘A Castle of
Ash’

P S
/ =

e ——————

THE STAGE IS SET AT
Z THE ENP OF THE MEIJI ERA,
WHERE THE NOBLE TAKANAMI
ANP HIS FAMILY WENT
BANKRUPT WHEN THE ERA

CHANGED ..




ARE YOU YOUNG (C 51T
FORGETTING MASTER! = WRONG FOR
THAT | HAVE | HATE ( . ME TO FALL

CUT TIES 4 YOUR THAT < > IN LOVE

WITH HIM? {2555 UNCLE, o _ <23
- YOUR -
HIGHNESS

UJIMOTO! &=

A 5"

N\ (E
N
'ﬁ

N

» ‘Q

IS THAT §

SKINNY
AND
e e
Th :o:-\"*:’:
s 7 meAN




THIS IS
NOT A
PLACE FOR
SOMEONE
60 LIKE You!

3
7

W/

IT MUST BE ¥ SHE PROJECTS  IT'S
A TALENT AN AURA OF  IMPO-
AND FROM SUPREMACY  SSI-
SHE'S BIRTH.. JusT BY BLE
ONLY 14.. STANDING -
STILL e

SR
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="/ AREN'T YOU
ASHAMED TO
MAKE A <

SCANDAL
WITH THAT

%
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YTovER Ui, VAN

THE "_HOW | ONLY ONE PERSON
FOOD SHAME=L ' g1)1) 4UARDS THE
you FUL! ; 6007 NAME OF THE
GAVE | PREFER \ . NOBLEFAMILY, AND
11 24 Vi b ONLY PAUGHTER

MIYA IS
BORN TO
BE A
L IT'S THE
e TEACHINGS | PRINCESS DESERVES
EVERY- OF HER TO BE A
& THING SHE GRAND- | € PRINCESS

( TURN HER HER..
INTO THE

PERFECT g
PRINCESS

/ SHE IS MY
SISTER..

v

IS INSIDE
; MIYA..
ok ALTHOUGH
=4 NO MORE
i/ THE souLs
: OF THE i CASTE
SYSTEM IN

i NOBLES OF /2~
e\ TAKANAMII 3

)
v

THE  SOCIETY..




A

HER PRIVE, HER
AROOGANCE, AND
MADE THE AUPI-

ENCE UNPERST AN
MIYA'S FEELINGS..

AS THE
PAUGHTER
OF THE
FALLEN
NOBLE
FAMILY

(L

7 Y -
\ a
RN XL

N
/

! ﬁ‘ 9—'{}/\[‘;

~

// PLAYS

REALLY
WELL...

AYUMI PLAYED [
HER PART
REALLY WELL

| SHOULD HATE
HER FOR HER
/ ARROGANCE,
\SORRY FOR HER

“ " 9'«:.*
ST 0%
e s




ON AYUMI
PERFOR-

ESPECIALLY
HIMEKAWA'S

NOTH !
ELSElﬁg joowr WOV
ok EXPECT TO
SEE SUCH A
DRAMA IN A

[ IKKAKUJU
—— THEATER

1S WORK, A BUSY MAN

BIGGEST
ASSET

(7 | P \‘ i

A i
7 e (T
2 >

WHILE IKKAKUJU
UNDINE'S PERFORMED 4
PERFOR- A VERY s
MANCE IS enerceTic | | SUPCE 13§ anomier AMAZNG
REALLY DRAMA WINNER ~ ALSO
g i SIMPLE -
% _] "“A' “ﬂ‘ AND EASY
ALTHOUGH THANK YOU
YOUR TRUE FOR COMING,
PURPOSE OF I'M FLATTERED..
BEING HERE | KNOW YOU'RE

\\
watcrer NG
YOUR \WW d"Y
PERFOR- 11N
MANCE ‘g"')
UNTIL THE
END

\7 IT WAS

LOVELY




IKKAKUJU
THEATER IS A
GREAT RIVAL,

ALTHOUGH,
| WORRY

PLEASE YESTERDAY,
| THANK
Yo e " you )T“E TRLICK
BUILDING ’ { FOR BRINGING
‘ THEM HERE
TomorRON |




WE CAN'T
LOSE TO
IKKAKUJUY,

/|

=

7




{ THars so

.} MEAN..
@ID I?
: "‘h\‘ ‘ 1 ‘ 7
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COSTUMES
ARE

ALL THE
PROPS AND

DESTROYED!
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To Be Continued



