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The alphabet

Letter Name Example

A a amigo

B be bocina

C ce caballo

CH che chubasquero

D de dolor

E e eficaz

F efe fiscal

G ge girar

H hache hambre

I i iniciar

J jota jamón

K ka kilómetro

L ele luz

LL elle lluvia

M eme montaña

N ene nariz

Ñ eñe niño

O o oliva

P pe padre

Q cu Quijote

R erre recuerdo

S ese silbido

T te toro

U u universidad

V eve vigilar

W uve doble western
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X equis xilófono

Y i griega yacer

Z zeta zapato

Pronunciation tips
Letter/Syllable Symbol Similar to Example

ch [ĉ] cheese chorizo, achuchón

ll [ʝ] year llamada, allí

ñ [ɲ] canyon cañón, España

qu [k] cat queso, quién

c [k] cat casa, colegio

[θ] thin cinto, centro

z [θ] thin zapatilla, Zaragoza

j [x] loch jarrón, jovial

g [g] garden guardar, goma

[x] loch gestionar, gimnasio

gue [ge] get aguerrido

gui [gi] give guiar

v, b [b] boot vista, boleto

r [ɾ] better caro, dolor

[ɾ] curd ratón, romano

rr [r] curd perro, carro

h [] (silent)

1. before a, o, u

2. before e, i

Nouns

In Spanish, nouns have a gender and number.

Gender:

Masculine nouns referring to people, animals, or things usually end in -o: el edificio (building). Feminine
nouns referring to to the same entities usually end in -a: la casa (house).

Nouns that contain gender-specific meaning usually keep that gender: la hermana (sister), el camarero
(waiter).
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Most nouns change -o to -a to switch from masculine to feminine: el amigo (friend, masculine), la amiga
(friend, feminine).

Some nouns keep the same form for masculine and feminine. In those cases, the article identifies the specific
gender: el/la artista, el/la estudiante.

Some other nouns are always masculine or always feminine: el personaje, la víctima.

Irregular nouns: some nouns ending in -o are feminine (la mano); some nouns ending in -a are masculine (el
mapa).

Number:

Plural nouns are formed by adding -s to singular nouns that end in vowels and -es to singular nouns that end
in consonants: teléfono - teléfonos, papel - papeles.

Attention: el lunes - los lunes, el autobús - los autobuses, la luz - las luces.

Definite articles (II)

The definite article corresponds to the English word the.

Definite articles
Masculine Feminine Neuter

Singular el la lo

Plural los las –

In general, the definite article is used in the following cases:

Before a specific noun: La casa es verde (The house is green).

With infinitives used as nouns: El hacer deporte es muy bueno para tu salud (Doing sports is very good for
your health).

Before titles such as señor (Mr), señora (Mrs), and doctor (Dr), except when addressing directly.

With clothing and parts of the body: Tengo las botas sucias (My boots are dirty).

The neuter article lo is used with adjectives. An adjective preceded by lo becomes an abstract noun,
equivalent to what in English: Esto es lo bonito de vivir en otro país (This is what’s beautiful about living in
another country).

Attention!

la casa → house BUT casa → home

el agua BUT las aguas; el águila BUT las águilas (Sometimes, when the noun starts with an a, the singular
feminine article is replaced by the masculine one, regardless of the noun’s natural gender.)

Contractions:

a + el = al → Me voy al gimnasio (I’m going to the gym).

de + el = del → Rompieron una de las ventanas del edificio (They broke one of the building’s windows).

Remember!

Articles must agree in gender and number with the nouns to which they correspond.
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Written accents (accentuation)

Spanish words have only one phonetic stress. The stress is marked with a written accent ( ´ ) according to the
following rules:

Words stressed on the last syllable have a written accent on them only if the last letter ends in n, s, or a vowel,
e.g. verás, japonés.

Words stressed on the next to last syllable need a written accent on it if the last letter is any consonant other than
n or s, e.g. árbol, trébol BUT imagen, postres.

Words which stress two syllables before the last one need a written accent on them regardless of the last letter,
e.g. águila, lámpara.

Words with a stress three syllables before the last one need a written accent on them regardless of the last letter,
e.g. poniéndoselo, empaquetándomelo.

Adjectives

Adjectives add a quality to a noun and agree in gender and number with it.

To make an adjective plural, add -s after a vowel and -es after a consonant: emocionada - emocionadas (excited),
fácil - fáciles (easy)

Most masculine adjectives end in -o; most feminine adjectives end in -a:

guapo - handsome; guapa - pretty

Attention: alemán - alemana (German) / encantador - encantadora (charming)

Neuter forms:

alegre (masc) - alegre (fem) (happy, cheerful)

hipócrita (masc) - hipócrita (fem) (hypocrite)

general (masc) - general (fem)

Adjectives are normally placed after the noun: Era un edificio enorme (It was a huge building). They can also be
placed before the noun for emphasis or poetic purposes: una pobre mujer (a poor woman), pura agua (pure water).

Some other adjectives can occur before the noun, in which case the masculine form is shortened:

bueno - buen (good):

Eres un buen amigo (You’re a good friend).

malo - mal (bad):

No seas pájaro de mal agüero (Don’t be a bird of ill omen ).

primero - primer (first):

Se fue en el primer tren de la mañana (She left on the first morning train ).

tercero - tercer (third):

Es el tercer libro que me compro esta semana (This is the third book I have bought this week).

4/42



Indefinite articles (II)

The indefinite article corresponds to the English forms a, an, and some.

Indefinite articles
Masculine Feminine

Singular un una

Plural unos unas

The indefinite article is often used in the following cases:

Before a non-specific noun: Habia una casa vieja al final de la calle (There was an old house at the end of
the street).

Before nouns indicating professional and social status: María es una buena estudiante (María is a good
student).

It is omitted in exclamations after expressions such as ¡qué…! (what a…!) and tal (such): ¡Qué maravilla de
casa! (What a wonderful house!)

Remember!

Articles must agree in gender and number with the nouns to which they correspond.

Verbs: Ser - Estar

Ser is used to identify permanent or temporary attributes. If this general rule is not specific enough, think of the
combination DOCTOR, which stands for Description, Occupation, Characteristic, Time, Origin, and Relationship:

D: María es rubia y alta (María is blonde and tall).

O: Soy jardinero (I am a gardener).

C: Mauro es un chico muy inteligente (Mauro is a very smart guy).

T: Son las cuatro y media (It’s half past four).

O: Marina es de Lisboa (Marina is from Lisbon).

R: Max es mi novio (Max is my boyfriend).

Present tense (indicative): ser
Person Pronoun Form

Singular

1st yo soy

2nd tú eres

3rd él/ella/usted es

Plural

1st nosotros/nosotras somos

2nd vosotros/vosotras sois

3rd ellos/ellas/ustedes son

Estar is mainly used to indicate temporary states and locations. If this general rule is not clear enough, think of the
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word composition PLACE, which stands for Position, Location, Action, Condition, and Emotion :

P: Estoy sentado en el sofá (I’m sitting on the couch).

L: Están en el centro de la ciudad (They are in the city centre).

A: Estoy comiendo en un restaurante chino (I am eating at a Chinese restaurant).

C: Creo que está un poco enfermo (I think that he is a bit ill ).

E: Estamos muy contentos de estar aquí (We are very happy to be here).

Present tense (indicative): estar
Person Pronoun Form

Singular

1st yo estoy

2nd tú estás

3rd él/ella/usted está

Plural

1st nosotros/nosotras estamos

2nd vosotros/vosotras estáis

3rd ellos/ellas/ustedes están

Personal pronouns: Subject (II)

Personal pronouns usually replace the names of people or objects. They take different forms, according to gender
and number.

Subject pronouns  are mainly used for emphasis, as conjugated verb endings in Spanish always indicate the
person who is speaking or being addressed.

Subject* pronouns
Person Singular Plural

1st yo (I) nosotros/nosotras (we)

2nd tú**/usted (you) vosotros**/vosotras/ustedes (you)

3rd él/ella (he/she) ellos/ellas (they)

* Subject: a word, phrase, or expression about which something is stated in a sentence ( I am British)

** The tú - vosotros forms are mainly used by the Spanish as a familiar way of addressing people. Latin
American countries use the forms usted - ustedes in both familiar and formal contexts, whereas in Spain they
are only used in formal contexts.

Special pronoun forms (after prepositions):

Yo becomes mí, and tú becomes ti: Este regalo es para mí (This gift is for me).

Con (with) + mí = conmigo / con + ti = contigo: ¿Quieres venir al cine conmigo? (Do you want to come to the
cinema with me?)

Impersonal sentences

Impersonal sentences do not have a subject. In Spanish, there are certain verbs we can only use in the impersonal6/42



Impersonal sentences do not have a subject. In Spanish, there are certain verbs we can only use in the impersonal
form [e.g. weather phenomena: llueve (it rains), nieva (it snows), etc.], whereas for others the impersonal form is
only normal as a part of specific phrases.

Verb forms Examples

haber (3rd person singular present
indicative: hay)

Hay muchas personas en esta fiesta (There are many people at
this party).

ser (3rd person singular present indicative:
es)

Es demasiado temprano (It is too early).

estar (3rd person singular present indicative:
está)

Hoy está nublado (It is cloudy today).

hacer (3rd person singular present
indicative: hace)

Hace bastante frío (It is quite cold).

Cardinal Numbers 0-100

0 cero

1 uno (un) / una

2 dos

3 tres

4 cuatro

5 cinco

6 seis

7 siete

8 ocho

9 nueve

10 diez

11 once

12 doce

13 trece

14 catorce

15 quince

16 dieciséis

17 diecisiete

18 dieciocho

19 diecinueve
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20 veinte

30 treinta

40 cuarenta

50 cincuenta

60 sesenta

70 setenta

80 ochenta

90 noventa

100 cien

Cardinal Numbers 20-29

21 veintiuno, veintiún

22 veintidós

23 veintitrés

24 veinticuatro

25 veinticinco

26 veintiséis

27 veintisiete

28 veintiocho

29 veintinueve

Cardinal Numbers 31-99

31 treinta y uno

32 treinta y dos

33 treinta y tres

34 treinta y cuatro

45 cuarenta y cinco

56 cincuenta y seis

67 sesenta y siete

78 setenta y ocho

89 ochenta y nueve
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91 noventa y uno

Ordinal Numbers

Ordinal numbers are numbers that indicate the order of nouns in a series. They match the noun they modify in both
gender and number, and in most cases they go before the noun:

Ordinal numbers 1–10
1st primero, primer, primera

2nd segundo, segunda

3rd tercero, tercer, tercera

4th cuarto, cuarta

5th quinto, quinta

6th sexto, sexta

7th séptimo, séptima

8th octavo, octava

9th noveno, novena

10th décimo, décima

Este es el primer coche que me compro (This is the first car I have bought).

Los primeros días de nuestras vacaciones fueron estupendos (The first days of our vacation were fantastic).

Mira la segunda página (Look at the second page).

Fuimos las primeras personas invitadas a la fiesta (We were the first people invited to the party).

Negative Sentences and Questions

The best way to create a negative sentence is to consider the affirmative sentence and add a no in front of the
verb. Check the following example:

María va a la iglesia (Maria goes to church).

María no va a la iglesia (Maria doesn’t go to church).

Asking questions

There are questions that can be answered with a yes or no, and questions that require more detailed information.

¿Hablas francés? (Do you speak French?) ¿Dónde está el hospital? (Where is the hospital?) ¿Qué significa
esta frase? (What does this sentence mean?)

Yes/No Questions

In Spanish, asking a question that can be answered "yes" or "no" is rather easy. In writing, all you have to do is add
question marks around the statement you want answered. Notice that there is no Spanish word for the auxiliary
verbs do or does.
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Statement: Come ensalada (He eats salad).

Question: ¿Come ensalada? (Does he eat salad?)

Interrogative Pronouns

Interrogative pronouns are those pronouns that are used almost exclusively in questions. Interrogative pronouns are
typically placed at or very near the beginning of a sentence.

Singular Plural English translation

¿qué? – what?

¿cuál? ¿cuáles? which?

¿cuánto? / ¿cuánta? ¿cuántos? / ¿cuántas? how much? / how many?

¿quién? ¿quiénes? who?

¿cómo? – how?

¿cuándo? – when?

¿por qué? – why?

¿dónde? – where?

Adverbs

Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs.

In Spanish, adverbs are invariable (unchangeable) words: bien (well), ayer (yesterday), muy (very), lejos
(far), mal (badly).

Adverbs of manner: just add the suffix -mente to the singular adjective: lento - lenta (slow) - lentamente
(slowly) // fácil (easy) - fácilmente (easily)

Adverbs follow the verb they modify [Él anda muy rápido (He walks really fast)] AND precede the adjective
they modify [Esa casa es muy grande (That house is very big)].

Adverbs can be part of comparative structures, modified by other adverbs such as más (more): más tarde
(later), más temprano (earlier)

Por or Para?

Por:

Motion/Place: Vamos por la calle principal (We’re going through the main street).

Means/Manner: Normalmente me lo mandan por carta (They usually send it to me by letter).

Substitution: Mi hermana va a hacer la compra por mí hoy (My sister is going to do the shopping for me
today).

Non-specific period of time: Voy al gimnasio por la tarde (I’m going to the gym in the afternoon).

Per: En ese hotel cobran 50€ por noche (They charge €50 per night in that hotel).

Para:
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Destination: Salgo para el trabajo (I’m leaving for work).

Addressee: Estas flores son para ti (These flowers are for you).

Future deadline: El trabajo es para la semana que viene (The written paper is due next week).

Aim/Intention: Hago ejercicio para estar sano (I run to keep healthy).

Opinions: Para mí, el agua está demasiado fría (In my opinion, the water is too cold).

Function: Es un objeto para cocinar (It’s an object for cooking).

Prepositions

Prepositions are used to indicate a relationship between two words, linking them together. These words usually
show location, direction, or time. As their name suggests, these words precede the word or words they link.

a to, at

ante in the presence of

bajo under

con with

contra against

de of, from

desde from, since

en in, on, at

entre between, among

hacia until, toward

hasta until, toward

por for, by

detrás de behind

según according to

sin without

sobre about, on, upon

tras after, behind

para for, in order to

Verbs: The Present

Usage:

An action that is happening at the moment of speaking.

Regular habitual actions.
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Conjugation: Regular
Person -ar -er -ir

Sg

yo ando como parto

tú andas comes partes

él/ella/usted anda come parte

Pl

nosotros/nosotras andamos comemos partimos

vosotros/vosotras andáis coméis partís

ellos/ellas/ustedes andan comen parten

* Verb examples:

andar – to walk

comer – to eat

partir – to cut, to split

Conjugation: Irregular
Person -ar -er -ir

Sg

yo juego entiendo sigo

tú juegas entiendes sigues

él/ella/usted juega entiende sigue

Pl

nosotros/nosotras jugamos entendemos seguimos

vosotros/vosotras jugáis entendéis seguís

ellos/ellas/ustedes juegan entienden siguen

* Verb examples:

jugar – to play

entender – to understand

seguir – to follow, to continue

Main vowel stem changes in irregular verbs (all persons but first singular and first/second plural):

e → ie [querer (to want): yo quiero]

o → ue [volver (to come back): él vuelve]

u → ue [jugar (to play): tú juegas]

e → i [pedir (to ask for): ellos piden]

The Present: other uses

Historical present – sometimes narrators mentally move to the past and refer to past events, thus giving more
vividness to the narrative:
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En 1492 Cristobal Colón descubre América (In 1492 Cristopher Columbus discovers America ).

Future – refers to a specific future time:

Mañana vienen mis amigos de España (My friends from Spain are coming tomorrow).

El próximo viernes salgo de viaje (I’m going on a trip next Friday).

Demonstrative Determiners and Pronouns

Demonstrative determiners are used to point out things or people. Like most determiners, they agree in number
and gender with the noun they introduce.

Masc Fem EN

Sg este esta this

ese esa that

aquel aquella that (over there)

Pl estos estas these

esos esas those

aquellos aquellas those (over there)

Spanish demonstrative pronouns must agree in gender and number with the noun they replace.

Masc Fem Neut EN

Sg éste ésta esto this one

ése ésa eso that one

aquél aquélla aquello that one (over there)

Pl éstos éstas estos these ones

ésos ésas esos those ones

aquéllos aquéllas aquellos those ones (over there)

Examples:

Quiero esta flor. No quiero ésa (I want this flower. I don’t want that one).

Me gustan esas casas. No me gustan aquéllas (I like those houses. I don't like those over there).

Possessive Determiners and Pronouns

The possessive determiners, also called possessive adjectives, are used to express ownership or possession.
Possessives, like most determiners in Spanish, must agree with the noun they precede.

Possessed objects

Person 1 2+ EN
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Sg

1st mi mis my

2nd tu tus your

3rd su sus his/her

Pl

1st nuestro/nuestra nuestros/nuestras our

2nd vuestro/vuestra vuestros/vuestras your

3rd su sus their

The possessive pronouns are used to replace any noun that is also accompanied by a possessive determiner.
Each possessive pronoun must agree in gender and number with the noun they replace. Definite articles are
sometimes used in combination with possessive pronouns.

Possessed objects

Person 1 2+ EN

Sg

1st (el) mío / (la) mía (los) míos / (las) mías mine

2nd (el) tuyo / (la) tuyos (los) tuyos / (las) tuyas yours

3rd (el) suyo / (la) suya (los) suyos / (las) suyas his/hers

Pl

1st (el) nuestro / (la) nuestra (los) nuestros / (las) nuestras ours

2nd (el) vuestro / (la) vuestra (los) vuestros / (las) vuestras yours

3rd (el) suyo / (la) suya (los) suyos / (las) suyas theirs

Examples:

Estos son tus libros. → These are your books.

Estos libros son (los) tuyos. → These books are yours.

Verbs: Defective Verbs

Defective verbs are those which lack one or more forms in their conjugations. In Spanish, this category applies to
two main verb types:

1. Impersonal verbs, such as those which refer to weather and natural phenomena: llover (to rain), nevar (to
snow), amanecer (to dawn), anochecer (to get dark), etc.

Está nevando (It is snowing). [not (Yo) nievo → ungrammatical form]

2. Verbs such as doler (to hurt), gustar (to like), or parecer (to seem): Object + 3rd-person verb + Subject.

Me duele la cabeza (I’ve got a headache – “My head hurts”) [not (Yo) duelo → ungrammatical form].

Nos gusta la fruta fresca (We like fresh fruit) [not (Nosotros/nosotras) gustamos la fruta fresca →
ungrammatical form]

Conjunctions

Conjunctions create a relation between words, phrases, clauses, or sentences. Conjunctions have no meaning by
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themselves, as they only connect.

Coordinating conjunctions coordinate two equivalent elements in a sentence:

pero but

o or

y and

entonces so, thus

ni ... ni neither ... nor

pues then

Example: Llegué a las tres pero no había nadie allí (I arrived at three, but there was no one there ).

Subordinating conjunctions link an independent clause to a dependent (or subordinate) clause:

que that

mientras as, while

cuando when

donde where

como since

porque because

aunque even though

Example: No quiero ir a esa fiesta porque no conozco a nadie (I don’t want to go to that party because I don’t know
anyone there).

Indefinite Determiners and Pronouns

Indefinite determiners refer to people or things without identifying them clearly. They usually agree in gender and
number with the noun to which they correspond.

The most common determiners in this category are cada (each, every); varios/varias (several), algún/alguna,
algunos/algunas (some); ningún/ninguna, ningunos/ningunas (none); and mucho/mucha/muchos/muchas (much,
many), poco/poca, pocos/pocas (few,little).

Examples:

Cada trabajador debe ser responsable de sus acciones (Each worker must be held responsible for their
actions).

No hay ningún método disponible ahora mismo (There is no method available right now ).

Indefinite pronouns refer to non-specific people or things. They usually agree in gender and number with the noun
they replace.

The most common pronouns in this category are algo (something/anything), nada (nothing/anything), alguien
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(someone, anyone), nadie (nobody), todo (everything), todos/todas (all of them).

Examples:

No hay nada que yo pueda hacer (There is nothing I can do ).

Alguien está llamando a la puerta (There is someone knocking at the door).

Todos vinieron a nuestra fiesta (All of them came to our party).

The Absolute Superlative

The absolute superlative indicates the highest or lowest quality grade, i.e. it can express superiority or inferiority.

The absolute superlative of superiority can be expressed in the following ways:

1. Muy (very) + adjective:

1. Este chico es muy guapo (This guy is very handsome).

2. Esa obra de teatro parece muy interesante (That theatre play looks very interesting ).

2. Suffixes -ísimo, -ísima may also be added:

1. Este chico es guapísimo.

2. Esa obra de teatro parece interesantísima.

The absolute superlative of inferiority can be expressed in the following ways:

1. (Muy) poco [(very) little] + positive adjective. It is used to express politely that you dislike something.

1. Es muy poco agradable (He/She is not very kind).

2. El documental es poco interesante (The documentary is not very interesting).

2. Suffixes -ísimo, -ísima with negative adjectives.

1. Esa obra de teatro es aburridísima (That theatre play is very boring).

2. Ese cuadro es feísimo (That painting is very ugly).

Verbs: Infinitive

The infinitive (infinitivo) is the base form of a verb. All infinitives in Spanish end in -ar, -er, or -ir (andar, comer,
prohibir). Regular verb forms are conjugated by dropping the infinitive ending and adding the corresponding verb
ending (mood, tense, person).

Main uses:

1. As a noun: Comer verdura es sano (Eating vegetables is healthy).

2. After certain conjugated verbs, such as ir (to go) or querer (to want): Esta noche quiero salir con mis amigos
(I want to go out with my friends tonight ).

Verbs: Gerund

The gerund (gerundio) is equivalent to the -ing form in English. It is formed by adding -ando or -iendo, depending
on the infinitive form endings (andar → andando // comer → comiendo, prohibir → prohibiendo).
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Main uses:

1. Progressive constructions: María está comiendo marisco (María is eating seafood).

2. As an adverb: Pasé el día cocinando (I spent the day cooking).

Verb Phrases (I) - Infinitive

A verb periphrasis is the combination of two verb forms, one conjugated and the other one a non-finite form
(infinitive, gerund, past participle). Sometimes there is a conjunction or preposition that links those verbs.

The most important verb phrases with infinitive are the following:

Periphrasis Meaning Example

haber que (impersonal use,
3rd person: hay que) +
infinitive

obligation,
advice

Hay que ir a la compra: no tenemos nada en la nevera (We have to
do the shopping. There is nothing in our fridge).

deber + infinitive obligation,
advice

Estás demasiado delgado: debes comer más (You are too thin. You
should eat more).

tener que + infinitive obligation,
advice

Tienes que estudiar mucho hoy porque mañana tienes el examen
final (You must study a lot today because your final exam is taking
place tomorrow).

poder + infinitive possibility,
permission

No puedes comer aquí (You cannot eat in here).

volver a + infinitive reiteration Vuelve a decirle que me llame (Tell her to call me again).

empezar a + infinitive start Empezamos a correr cuando vimos que llovía (We started to run
when we saw it was raining).

acabar de + infinitive immediacy Luis y Ana acaban de irse (Luis and Ana have just left ).

soler + infinitive habit Suelo comer en una tasca cerca del trabajo (I usually have lunch at a
bar close to work).

ir a + infinitive near future Voy a comer a casa de mis tíos (I am going to eat at my uncle and
aunt’s).

Adjectives and Comparative Structures

Qualifying adjectives add a quality to a noun and agree in gender and number with it.

To make an adjective plural, add -s after a vowel and -es after a consonant: emocionada - emocionadas (excited),
fácil - fáciles (easy)

Most masculine adjectives end in -o; most feminine adjectives end in -a:

guapo - handsome; guapa - pretty

Attention: alemán - alemana (German) / encantador - encantadora (charming)

Neuter forms:

alegre (masc) - alegre (fem) (happy, cheerful)
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hipócrita (masc) - hipócrita (fem) (hypocrite)

general (masc) - general (fem)

Adjectives are normally placed after the noun: Era un edificio enorme (It was a huge building). They can also be
placed before the noun for emphasis or poetic purposes: una pobre mujer (a poor woman), pura agua (pure water).

Some other adjectives can occur before the noun, in which case the masculine form is shortened:

bueno - buen (good):

Eres un buen amigo (You’re a good friend).

malo - mal (bad):

No seas pájaro de mal agüero (Don’t be a bird of ill omen ).

primero - primer (first):

Se fue en el primer tren de la mañana (She left on the first morning train ).

tercero - tercer (third):

Es el tercer libro que me compro esta semana (This is the third book I have bought this week).

Comparative structures
+ más (…) que Soy más alta que tú. (I'm taller than you).

– menos (…) que Él estudió menos que yo. (He studied less than I did).

= tan (…) como Esta casa es tan grande como la otra. (This house is as big as the other one).

Irregular Comparative Adjectives
In Spanish, the adjectives bueno/buena (good), malo/mala (bad), grande (big), and pequeño/pequeña (small) have
irregular forms in both the comparative and superlative.

Adjective Comparative Superlative

bueno / buena
buenos / buenas
(good)

mejor
mejores
(better)

el/la mejor
los/las mejores
(the best)

malo / mala
malos / malas
(bad)

peor
peores
(worse)

el/la peor
los/las peores
(the worst)
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grande
grandes
(big)

mayor (age)
mayores (age)
mas/menos grande (size)

el/la mayor (age)
los/las mayores (age)
el/la más/menos grande (size)
los más / las más grandes (size)

pequeño /
pequeña
pequeños /
pequeñas
(small, little)

menor (age)
menores (age)
más/menos pequeño/pequeña
(size)
más/menos
pequeños/pequeñas (size)

el/la menor
los/las menores
el/la más/menos pequeño/pequeña
(size)
los/las más/menos
pequeños/pequeñas (size)

Examples:

Este libro es mejor que este otro (This book is better than this other one).

La película de ayer es peor que esta de hoy (The film we watched yesterday is worse than this one we’re
watching today).

Sara es la hija mayor de su familia (Sara is the eldest child in her family).

Esta habitación es la más pequeña de la casa (This room is the smallest in the house).

Note that the adverbs bien (well) and mal (badly, poorly) become mejor (better) and peor (worse) in their
comparative forms:

Mario juega al fútbol mejor que Rodrigo (Mario plays football better than Rodrigo does).

Mi exámen ha sido bastante peor que el tuyo (My exam has been far worse than yours).

Personal Pronouns: Object (II)

Object pronouns  are usually placed before verbs. However, when used with verbs in the infinitive and gerund
forms, or in the imperative mood, the pronoun is attached to the end of the verb (clitic):

Attention!

Come la carne! (Eat the meat!) BUT Cómela! (Eat it!)

Ellos estaban terminándolo = Ellos lo estaban terminando (They were finishing it).

Object* pronouns
Person Direct Object Indirect Object

Singular

1st me (me) me (me)

2nd te (you) te (you)

3rd lo/la (him/her) le/se (him or her)

1st nos (us) nos (us)

2nd os (you) os (you)
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Plural 3rd los/las (them) les/se (them)

* Direct Object: the person or thing upon which the action of a verb is performed or toward which it is directed
(He saw it)

* Indirect Object: the person(s) or thing(s) with reference to which the action of a verb is performed (Give that
to me)

Infinitive, gerund and imperative forms can take a maximum of two clitics: Yo estaba diciéndoselo (I was
saying that to her).

If le/les is combined with lo/la, both forms become se: Se lo dije ayer (I told her that yesterday).

Basic personal pronoun word order: Subject + Indirect Object + Direct Object + Verb → Tú me lo dices (You
say that to me).

Reflexive/Reciprocal Pronouns and Verbs

Reflexive pronouns are used to conjugate reflexive (the subject is performing the action on itself: Me ducho todas
las mañanas- I shower every morning) or reciprocal verbs (doing something to each other: Ellos se aman - They
love each other).

Person Form English

Singular

1st me myself

2nd te yourself

3rd se himself/herself

Plural

1st nos ourselves

2nd os yourselves

3rd se themselves

Examples:

Te peinas frente al espejo (You comb your hair in front of the mirror).

Necesito sentarme (I need to sit).

Reflexive verbs are one type of pronominal verbs, which are formed and conjugated with a reflexive pronoun, such
as acostarse (to lie down, to go to bed ), peinarse (to comb one’s hair), ducharse (to take a shower), sentarse (to
sit), apagarse (to turn off), or encenderse (to turn on).

Person Personal pronoun Reflexive pronoun Verb Form

Sg

1st yo me ducho

2nd tú te duchas

3rd él/ella/usted se ducha

1st nosotros/nosotras nos duchamos

2nd vosotros/vosotras os ducháis
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Pl 3rd ellos/ellas/ustedes se duchan

Example:

Mis amigos y yo siempre nos sentamos aquí, en esta plaza (My friends and I always sit here on this
square).

Relative Pronouns

Relative pronouns refer to an earlier noun or action. They cannot be omitted.

Singular Plural English Examples

que – that/which/
who/whom

Ese es el coche sobre el que tu madre me habló (That’s the car your mother
talked to me about).

cual cuales which Nadie salió contento de la entrevista, la cual fue muy complicada (Nobody
was happy after the interview, which had been really difficult).

quien quienes who/whom Doña María, quien se acaba de jubilar, está muy contenta (Mrs Mary, who has
just retired, is very happy).

cuyo/
cuya

cuyos/
cuyas

whose Ese hombre, cuyo coche está aparcado en frente de nosotros, es tu vecino
(That man whose car is parked in front of us is your neighbour).

donde – where El pueblo donde yo nací, es ahora ciudad (The village where I was born is
now a town).

We use lo que when what you are talking about is not a particular noun but rather an idea, a wish, or a situation: Lo
que más me preocupa es su salud (What worries me the most is his health).

Verbs: The Imperfect Past

In Spanish, the imperfect past tense is used when:

You are describing an indirect action in the past, e.g.: Laura estudiaba derecho cuando decidió, cambiar de
carrera (Laura was studying law when she decided to switch studies ).

You are describing something that used to happen in the past, e.g.: Cuando estaba en la universidad, era
muy feliz (When I was a university student, I was very happy ).

You are talking about previous mental, physical, or emotional states, e.g.: Estaba triste, por eso se fue (She
was sad; that’s why she left).

Conjugation: Regular verbs
estar

(to be)

vender

(to sell)

prohibir

(to forbid)

yo estaba vendía prohibía

tú estabas vendías prohibías

él/ella/usted estaba vendía prohibía

nosotros/nosotras estábamos vendíamos prohibíamos
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vosotros/vosotras estábais vendíais prohibíais

ellos/ellas/ustedes estaban vendían prohibían

Conjugation: Irregular verbs
ser

(to be)

ir

(to go)

ver

(to see)

yo era iba veía

tú eras ibas veías

él/ella/usted era iba veía

nosotros/nosotras éramos íbamos veíamos

vosotros/vosotras érais ibais veíais

ellos/ellas/ustedes eran iban veían

Verbs: The Indefinite Past

In Spanish, the indefinite past tense is used when:

You are describing an action which has been completed or has come to an end , e.g.: Lorena tuvo un
accidente (Lorena had an accident).

You are describing the beginning or end of something that has happened in the past, e.g.: Ayer Manuel se
fue de vacaciones (Yesterday Manuel went on holiday).

You are describing a series of events that happened continuously in the past, e.g.: Sara selevantó, dio un
traspié y se cayó (Sara stood up, tripped over, and fell).

Conjugation: Regular verbs
cantar

(to sing)

vender

(to sell)

prohibir

(to forbid)

yo canté vendí prohibí

tú cantaste vendiste prohibiste

él/ella/usted cantó vendió prohibió

nosotros/nosotras cantamos vendimos prohibimos

vosotros/vosotras cantasteis vendisteis prohibisteis

ellos/ellas/ustedes cantaron vendieron prohibieron

Conjugation: Irregular verbs
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ser

(to be)

ir

(to go)

estar

(to be)

querer

(to want)

yo fui estuve quise

tú fuiste estuviste quisiste

él/ella/usted fue estuvo quiso

nosotros/nosotras fuimos estuvimos quisimos

vosotros/vosotras fuisteis estuvisteis quisistes

ellos/ellas/ustedes fueron estuvieron quisieron

Past Participle: Irregular

Some verbs have irregular past participle forms. These are some of the most common ones:

Infinitive Past Participle English translation

abrir abierto open - opened

absolver absuelto absolve - absolved

cubrir cubierto cover - covered

decir dicho tell - told

escribir escrito write - written

freír frito fry - fried

hacer hecho do - done

imprimir impreso print - printed

morir muerto die - died

poner puesto put - put

prender prendido fasten - fastened

romper roto break - broken

resolver resuelto solve - solved

satisfacer satisfecho satisfy - satisfied

ver visto see - seen

volver vuelto come - come

Past Participle
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The past participle (participio) is commonly used in combination with the verb haber to form compound tenses, as
well as an adjective or as part of passive voice structures. It is formed by adding -ado or -ido, depending on the
infinitive form endings (andar → andado // comer → comido, prohibir → prohibido).

Main uses:

1. Perfect tenses: He viajado mucho este año (I’ve travelled a lot this year ).

2. As an adjective: Lucía está dormida (Lucía is asleep).

3. As a noun: Nuestro invitado de esta noche es una persona importante (Our guest tonight is a very important
person).

Verbs: The Perfect Preterite

In Spanish, the perfect past tense is formed by the present tense of haber, followed by the past participle (similar to
the present perfect in English).

Uses:

Recent past action which happened near the present, e.g.: Esta semana María ha ido de viaje a Cuba
(Maria has gone on a trip to Cuba this week ).

A finished action with present or future consequences, e.g.: He planeado cambiar de piso pronto (I have
planned to change flats soon).

Conjugation: Sample verbs
trabajar

(to work)

beber

(to drink)

vivir

(to live)

yo he trabajado he bebido he vivido

tú has trabajado has bebido has vivido

él/ella/usted ha trabajado ha bebido ha vivido

nosotros/nosotras hemos trabajado hemos bebido hemos vivido

vosotros/vosotras habéis trabajado habéis bebido habéis vivido

ellos/ellas/ustedes han trabajado han bebido han vivido

Conjugation: Ser / Estar
ser

(to be)

estar

(to be)

yo he sido he estado

tú has sido has estado

él/ella/usted ha sido ha estado

nosotros/nosotras hemos sido hemos estado

vosotros/vosotras habéis sido habéis estado
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ellos/ellas/ustedes han sido han estado

Verbs: The Future Simple

Usage:

1. It indicates indefinite future time*: Pronto saldremos para Vigo (We will set off for Vigo soon). La semana que
viene iré al hospital (I will go to hospital next week).

2. It also indicates conjecture or probability in the present: ¿Dónde estará mi madre? – Pues estará en casa.
(Where do you think my mother is now? – Well, she is probably at home ).

* The present tense is commonly used instead of the future for near future actions: ¿Puedes terminar de hacer esto,
por favor? – Ahora lo hago (Can you finish doing this, please? – I’ll do it now ).

Conjugation: Regular verbs

Person

hablar

(to talk, to speak)

comer

(to eat)

vivir

(to live)

Sg

1st yo hablaré comeré viviré

2nd tú hablarás comerás vivirás

3rd él/ella/usted hablará comerá vivirá

Pl

1st nosotros/nosotras hablaremos comeremos viviremos

2nd vosotros/vosotras hablaréis comeréis viviréis

3rd ellos/ellas/ustedes hablarán comerán vivirán

Conjugation: Irregular verbs

Person

tener

(to have)

querer

(to want)

hacer

(to do, to make)

Sg

1st yo tendré querré haré

2nd tú tendrás querrás harás

3rd él/ella/usted tendrá querrá hará

Pl

1st nosotros/nosotras tendremos querremos haremos

2nd vosotros/vosotras tendréis querréis haréis

3rd ellos/ellas/ustedes tendrán querrán harán

The most common irregular stems:
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caber (to fit) cabr-

decir (to say) dir-

haber (to have / to be ) habr-

hacer har-

poder podr-

poner pondr-

querer querr-

saber sabr-

salir saldr-

tener tendr-

valer valdr-

venir vendr-

Verbs: The Conditional Simple

Usage:

1. To ask politely: Podrías pasarme ese plato, por favor? (Could you pass me that plate, please?).

2. To express wishes: ¡Me encantaría ir de viaje a Australia! (I would love to go on a trip to Australia! ).

3. To suggest: Creo que deberías ir al médico a verte ese dolor de espalda (I think you should go to see the
doctor for a check-up on that back of yours).

4. To express a hypothesis or probability: Podemos posponer la salida unas horas, pero llegaríamos bastante
tarde (We can postpone our trip for some hours, but we would arrive quite late ).

5. To express uncertainty in the past: No sabía si estarías en la oficina, por eso no te llamé (I didn’t know
whether you’d be at the office. That’s why I didn’t call you).

6. To refer to the future from a moment in the past: María me dijo que estaría en casa para las 11, pero no ha
aparecido aún (María told me she’d be at home by 11, but she hasn’t turned up yet ).

Conjugation: Regular verbs

Person

hablar

(to talk, to speak)

aprender

(to learn)

vivir

(to live)

Sg

1st yo hablaría aprendería viviría

2nd tú hablarías aprenderías vivirías

3rd él/ella/usted hablaría aprendería viviría

Pl

1st nosotros/nosotras hablaríamos aprenderíamos viviríamos
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2nd vosotros/vosotras hablaríais aprenderíais viviríais

3rd ellos/ellas/ustedes hablarían aprenderían vivirían

Conjugation: Irregular verbs

Person

poder

(can)

poner

(to put)

saber

(to know)

Sg

1st yo podría pondría sabría

2nd tú podrías pondrías sabrías

3rd él/ella/usted podría pondría sabría

Pl

1st nosotros/nosotras podríamos pondríamos sabríamos

2nd vosotros/vosotras podríais pondríais sabríais

3rd ellos/ellas/ustedes podrían pondrían sabrían

* The same common verbs that are irregular in the future tense are also irregular in the conditional tense.

Verbs: The Imperative Conjugation (I)

The affirmative informal singular form (tú) uses the present indicative: ¡habla! (talk!), ¡escucha! (listen),
¡come! (eat!). The plural (vosotros/vosotras) is formed by replacing the r of the infinitive with a d: ¡hablad!,
¡escuchad!, ¡comed!

If both direct and indirect object pronouns are attached to the verb form, the indirect object pronoun is placed
before the direct object pronoun: ¡Dame eso! → ¡Dámelo! (Give that to me!) // ¡Compradme eso! →
¡Comprádmelo! (Buy that for me!).

Conjugation: Regular verbs
tú vosotros/vosotras

cantar canta cantad sing!

escribir escribe escribid write!

callar calla callad be quiet!

Conjugation: Irregular verbs
tú vosotros/vosotras

decir di decid

hacer haz haced

ir ve id

poner pon poned
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salir sal salid

ser sé sed

tener ten tened

venir ven venid

Conditional sentences (Type I)

Type 1 conditional sentences (expressing a possible condition) have the following structure:

Si (If) + Present Indicative + Present Indicative / Future Simple Indicative / Imperative

Si estudias, apruebas (If you study, you pass your exams ).

Si no te comes la merienda, no saldrás al parque a jugar (If you don’t eat your afternoon snack, you won’t go
to the park to play).

Si no quieres asistir a esta clase, vete (If you don’t want to attend this class, just leave ).

Verbs: The Pluperfect Preterite

The Pluperfect Past Tense (equivalent to the Past Perfect in English) is used to describe actions that took place
before a certain point in the past: Aquel día estábamos cansados porque habíamos caminado mucho (We were
exhausted because we had walked a lot that day).

The pluperfect is a compound verb formed with the imperfect past of the verb haber + the past participle of the main
verb.

Conjugation:

Person

hablar

(to talk, to speak)

aprender

(to learn)

vivir

(to live)

Sg

1st yo había hablado había aprendido había vivido

2nd tú habías hablado habías aprendido habías vivido

3rd él/ella/usted había hablado había aprendido había vivido

Pl

1st nosotros/nosotras habíamos hablado habíamos aprendido habíamos vivido

2nd vosotros/vosotras habíais hablado habíais aprendido habíais vivido

3rd ellos/ellas/ustedes habían hablado habían aprendido habían vivido

Verbs: The Future Perfect

Usage:

1. Actions that will have been completed before another action: Llámame a las 10, que ya habré terminado de
cenar (Call me at 10, as I will have already had dinner). Habré finalizado el proyecto antes de diciembre (I
will have already finished the project by December).
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2. To express likelihood or supposition: Si no está aquí es porque habrá ido a otro sitio (If he’s not here is
because he may have gone to a different place). Aunque María y Luis ya no son muy amigos, supongo que
él le habrá regalado algo por su cumpleaños. (Although María and Luis are not good friends anymore, I think
he’s given her a gift for her birthday).

The future perfect is formed by combining the future simple forms of the verb haber with the past participle of the
main verb.

Conjugation:

Person

hablar

(to talk, to speak)

comer

(to eat)

vivir

(to live)

Sg

1st yo habré hablado habré comido habré vivido

2nd tú habrás hablado habrás comido habrás vivido

3rd él/ella/usted habrá hablado habrá comido habrá vivido

Pl

1st nosotros/nosotras habremos hablado habremos comido habremos vivido

2nd vosotros/vosotras habréis hablado habréis comido habréis vivido

3rd ellos/ellas/ustedes habrán hablado habrán comido habrán vivido

Verb Phrases (II): Gerund

A verb periphrasis is the combination of two verb forms, one conjugated and the other one a non-finite form
(infinitive, gerund, past participle). Sometimes there is a conjunction or preposition that links those verbs.

The most important verb phrases with gerund are the following:

Periphrasis Meaning Example

estar +
gerund

action in progress Me estoy comiendo un bocadillo enorme (I am eating a
huge sandwich).

ir + gerund process Ana estuvo muy enferma, pero ahora su salud va
mejorando (Ana was very ill, but now her health is
improving).

andar +
gerund

chance, carelessness No sé por qué confié en él, ahora anda contando todos mis
secretos (I don’t know why I trusted him. Now he’s giving
away all of my secrets).

llevar +
gerund

an action which started in the past
and continues in the present
(specific amount of time)

Juan lleva tres años viviendo con su novio (Juan has been
living with his boyfriend for three years).

quedarse +
gerund

continuous situations Me he quedado estudiando todo el fin de semana (I have
been studying the whole weekend).
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seguir /
continuar +
gerund

continuation of a previously started
action (unspecific amount of time)

Aún sigo pensando en lo que me dijiste ayer (I’m still
thinking about what you told me yesterday).

acabar +
gerund

final point of a process Después de muchas horas discutiendo con él, acabé
marchándome de allí (After many hours arguing with him, I
ended up leaving the place).

Verbs: Moods (Indicative, Subjunctive, Imperative)

In Spanish, most verbs have forms in three different moods.

The indicative mood is used for facts and positive beliefs.

The subjunctive mood expresses imagined or desired actions in the past, present, or future.

The imperative mood expresses commands, requests, and prohibitions.

Verbs: The Present Subjunctive
Usage: The Present Subjunctive works much like the present indicative except it deals with subjective situations
(doubt, desire, emotion), while the Present Indicative is true and real, this is, objective:

- Present Indicative: María estudia francés en el colegio (María studies French at school).

- Present Subjunctive: Es bueno que María estudie francés en el colegio (It's a good thing that María studies
French at school) // No creo que María estudie francés en el colegio (I don't think María studies French at school) . //
Me gusta que María estudie francés en el colegio (I like it that María estudies French at school) .

Conjugation: Regular verbs

Person

andar

(to walk)

comer

(to eat)

partir

(to leave, to divide)

Sg

1st yo ande coma parta

2nd tú andes comas partas

3rd él/ella/usted ande coma parta

Pl

1st nosotros/nosotras andemos comamos partamos

2nd vosotros/vosotras andéis comáis partáis

3rd ellos/ellas/ustedes anden coman partan

Conjugation: Irregular verbs

Person

poder

(can)

poner

(to put)

saber

(to know)

Sg

1st yo pueda ponga sepa
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2nd tú puedas pongas sepas

3rd él/ella/usted pueda ponga sepa

Pl

1st nosotros/nosotras podamos pongamos sepamos

2nd vosotros/vosotras podáis pongáis sepáis

3rd ellos/ellas/ustedes puedan pongan sepan

Verbs: The Imperative Conjugation (II)

As explained on a previous tip, the imperative is used to give orders, requests or desires and it has its own
forms only in the second person singular and plural (tú, vosotros/vosotras), in the remaining grammatical
persons we use the present subjunctive.

Full Conjugation

Person
Positive Negative

Sg

1st yo

2nd tú come no comas

3rd él/ella/usted coma no coma

Pl

1st nosotros/nosotras comamos no comamos

2nd vosotros/vosotras comed no comáis

3rd ellos/ellas/ustedes coman no coman

The Passive Voice (II)

The passive voice indicates what happens to the object when it is modified by an external agent. Only verbs that
require a direct object will be used in this case. The formulas ser + past participle** and se + verb 3rd person
singular are used to create passive voice structures.

Traditional passive: Active - Los niños comieron todo el postre ---> Passive - Todo el postre fue comido por
los niños (Act. The kids ate the whole dessert ---> Pass. The whole dessert was eaten by the kids).

Impersonal Passive: Aquí se habla español. (Spanish spoken here ) // Desde mi balcón se puede ver la
playa. (I can see the beach from my balcony; lit. "From my balcony the beach can be seen" ).

** This use is not too frequent in present-day Spanish.

More on Pronominal Verbs

Definition and rules:

1. The infinitive of pronominal verbs adds the clitic pronoun se to the end of each form: lavarse (to wash
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oneself), bañarse (to have a bath).

2. The clitic must agree with the subject, even though that subject might not be expressed. In the sentence
Me lavo los dientes todas las mañanas (I brush my teeth every morning), the pronoun me agrees with the
subject yo although that pronoun isn't explicitly expressed. In these cases, the verb form conveys the
grammatical person.

Types:

1. Besides reflexive and reciprocal verbs, which we have already dealt with, in Spanish we also have what we
call verbos pronominales puros (pure pronominal verbs): arrepentirse (to regret), quejarse (to complain),
adueñarse (to get hold of). In these forms, the clitic se is part of the verb, but it does not contain a reflexive or
reciprocal meaning: Me arrepiento de haberte hablado así ( I regret having talked to you like that ).

2. We also have normal verbs that can be used pronominally. In those cases, there is a change in meaning:
ir/irse ( to go/to go away ), perder/perderse (to lose/to get lost).

Conjugation (Present Indicative):
Personal pronoun Pronominal Form Verb (perderse- to get lost)

Sg

1st yo me pierdo

2nd tú te pierdes

3rd él/ella/usted se pierde

Pl

1st nosotros/nosotras nos perdemos

2nd vosotros/vosotras os perdéis

3rd ellos/ellas/ustedes se pierden

Review of the uses of "se"

Definition and rules:

1. Indirect object pronoun: Yo doy un regalo a mi amiga --> Yo le doy un regalo --> Yo se lo doy (I give a gift
to my friend --> I giver her a gift --> I give it to her).

2. Reflexive: Sentarse (to sit) --> Ellos se sentaron en primera fila (They sat on the first row ).

3. Reciprocal: Amarse (to love each other) --> Esa pareja se ama con locura (That couple love each other
madly).

4. Impersonal: Nunca se debe llegar tarde a una entrevista de trabajo (One should never arrive late to a job
interview).

5. Passive: Desde mi ventana se ve la playa (I can see the beach from my window; literal: "The beach is seen
from my window).

6. Pure pronominal: Pedro siempre se baña después del trabajo [verb bañarse] (Pedro always has a bath
after work).

Exclamatory Pronouns
Exclamatory Pronouns are used to express strong feelings or opinions. They are very similar to interrogative
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pronouns.

Types and uses:

1. qué (how, what a ): Qué chica tan guapa! (What a beautiful girl! ) / Qué bonita casa! (What a beautiful house!)
/ Qué rico! (How delicious!).

2. cómo (so, how): Cómo me alegra oírte decir eso! (It makes me so happy to hear you say that! ) / Cómo
pasan los años! (Time goes by so fast!).

3. cuánto/cuánta/cuántos/cuántas (what a lot of, so ): Cuánta gente hay! (What a lot of people there are! ) /
Cuánto lo siento, Pablo! (I’m so sorry for you, Pablo!).

The Relative Superlative

Usage:

The relative superlative expresses a high-degree feature but within a limit Lorena es la chica más alta de la clase
(Lorena is the tallest girl in the class ).

Forms:

1. El más / la más (the most) + Adjective + de (of): Él es el más estudioso del colegio (He is the most
studious person in the school).

2. El menos / la menos (the least) + Adjective + de (of): Creo que eres la menos preparada de este grupo (I
think you are the least qualified person in this group).

Verbs: The Imperfect Past (Subjunctive)

Usage:

The Imperfect Subjunctive is used after certain conjunctions in past tense structures (Me alegré de que vinieras
conmigo --> I was happy that you came with me), to express wishes ( Ojalá pudieras venir conmigo -->I wish you
could come with me), and courtesy or caution (Quisiera hablar con el responsable del departamento --> I would
like to talk to the manager of this department).

Conjugation **

Regular verbs

Person

hablar

(to talk, to speak)

aprender

(to learn)

vivir

(to live)

Sg

1st yo hablara/

hablase

aprendiera/

aprendiese

viviera/

viviese

2nd tú hablaras/

hablases

aprendieras/

aprendieses

vivieras/

vivieses

3rd él/ella/usted hablara/

hablase

aprendiera/

aprendiese

viviera/

viviese
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Pl

1st nosotros/nosotras habláramos/

hablásemos

aprendiéramos/

aprendiésemos

viviéramos/

viviésemos

2nd vosotros/vosotras hablarais/

hablaseis

aprendierais/

aprendieseis

vivierais/

vivieseis

3rd ellos/ellas/ustedes hablaran/

hablasen

aprendieran/

aprendiesen

vivieran/

viviesen

Irregular verbs

Person

ser/ir

(to be/to go)

estar

(to be)

querer

(to want)

Sg

1st yo fuera/

fuese

estuviera/

estuviese

quisiera/

quisiese

2nd tú fueras/

fueses

estuvieras/

estuvieses

quisieras/

quisieses

3rd él/ella/usted fuera/

fuese

estuviera/

estuviese

quisiera/

quisiese

Pl

1st nosotros/nosotras fuéramos/

fuésemos

estuviéramos/

estuviésemos

quisiéramos/

quisiésemos

2nd vosotros/vosotras fuerais/

fueseis

estuvierais/

estuvieseis

quisierais/

quisieseis

3rd ellos/ellas/ustedes fueran/

fuesen

estuvieran/

estuviesen

quisieran/

quisiesen

** Stems are taken from the 3rd person plural of the indefinite preterite (fueron, estuvieron, comieron…), the suffix
-ron is removed, and the imperfect subjunctive endings are added instead. Both -ra and -se endings can be used
interchangeably.
Conditional Sentences (Type II)

Type 2 conditional sentences (probable or unreal condition) have the following structure:

Si (If) + Imperfect Subjunctive + Conditional Simple

Si me tuviera trabajo, podría pagarme ese viaje (If I had a job, I would be able to pay for that trip ).

Si yo fuera tú, no haría eso (If I were you, I wouldn't do that).
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Si hablara mejor inglés, ganaría más (If I spoke better English, I would earn more money ).

Review: Pronoun Placement

In Spanish, the usual order of pronouns in sentences is before the verb, no matter what type of pronoun you are
dealing with:

1. Reflexive pronouns: Me levanto a las ocho (I get up at 8).

2. Direct Object Pronoun : Tengo un coche nuevo. Lo he aparcado en la calle (I have got a new car. I've
parked it in the street).

3. Indirect Object Pronoun : A ellos siempre les va bien (They always do well).

If we find both a direct object and an indirect object in the same sentence, the order will be as follows: indirect
object + direct object + verb He comprado un regalo para mi hermana. Se lo he dado esta mañana (I have
bought a gift for my sister. I have given it to her this morning).

If we find an infinitive or a gerund in a given sentence, we can place those pronouns before or after these non-finite
verb forms: No le gusta el pollo, pero tiene que comérselo // No le gusta el pollo, pero se lo tiene que comer (She
does not like chicken, but she has to eat it).

Imperative forms (commands): verb + indirect object + direct object --> ¡Da la llave a mí! (Give the key to me!)
--> ¡Dame la llave! ( Give me the key!) --> ¡Dámela! (Give it to me!)

Verbs: The Perfect Preterite (Subjunctive)

Usage:

The Perfect Preterite (Subjunctive) is used to speak about completed actions which are connected to the
present (No es cierto que él haya salido: está aquí, en casa --> It’s not true that he has gone out: he’s here, at
home). We also use it to describe actions which will be completed in the future (La profesora dará las notas
cuando haya corregido los exámenes --> The teacher will give out the marks whenever she has corrected the
exams).

Conjugation

The subjunctive perfect preterite is formed by combining the present subjunctive forms of haber with the past
participle of the main verb.

Person

hablar

(to talk, to speak)

aprender

(to learn)

vivir

(to live)

Sg

1st yo haya hablado haya aprendido haya vivido

2nd tú hayas hablado hayas aprendido hayas vivido

3rd él/ella/usted haya hablado haya aprendido haya vivido

Pl

1st nosotros/nosotras hayamos hablado hayamos aprendido hayamos vivido

2nd vosotros/vosotras hayáis hablado hayáis aprendido hayáis vivido
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3rd ellos/ellas/ustedes hayan hablado hayan aprendido hayan vivido

Verbs: The Pluperfect Preterite (Subjunctive)

Usage:

The Pluperfect Preterite (Subjunctive) is used to express the same subjectivity as the present subjunctive, but, like
the pluperfect indicative, at a point before another action in the past: Ojalá me hubieras escuchado cuando te lo
dije por primera vez (I wish you had listened to me when I told you that for the first time ) // De haberte visto, te
hubiese saludado (I would have greeted you if I had seen you).

Conjugation

The subjunctive pluperfect preterite is a compound verb structure formed with the subjunctive imperfect past forms
of the verb haber and the past participle of the main verb.

Person

hablar

(to talk, to speak)

aprender

(to learn)

vivir

(to live)

Sg

1st yo hubiera / hubiese hablado hubiera / hubiese aprendido hubiera / hubiese vivido

2nd tú hubieras / hubieses hablado hubieras / hubieses
aprendido

hubieras / hubieses vivido

3rd él/ella/usted hubiera / hubiese hablado hubiera / hubiese aprendido hubiera / hubiese vivido

Pl

1st nosotros/
nosotras

hubiéramos / hubiésemos
hablado

hubiéramos / hubiésemos
aprendido

hubiéramos / hubiésemos
vivido

2nd vosotros/
vosotras

hubierais / hubieseis
hablado

hubierais / hubieseis
aprendido

hubierais / hubieseis
vivido

3rd ellos/ellas/
ustedes

hubieran / hubiesen hablado hubieran / hubiesen
aprendido

hubieran / hubiesen vivido

Verbs: The Conditional Perfect

Usage:

The use of the conditional perfect is very similar to that of the simple conditional, with the peculiarity that it
describes finished actions: Lo habría hecho yo, pero no tuve nada de tiempo (I would have done it myself, but I
didn’t have time at all). Yo en tu lugar me habría sentido igual (If I had been you, I would have felt the same way).

It is formed by combining conditional simple form of haber + the past participle of the main verb.

Conjugation:

Person

hablar

(to talk, to speak)

comer

(to eat)

vivir

(to live)

Sg
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1st yo habría hablado habría comido habría vivido

2nd tú habrías hablado habrías comido habrías vivido

3rd él/ella/usted habría hablado habría comido habría vivido

Pl

1st nosotros/nosotras habríamos hablado habríamos comido habríamos vivido

2nd vosotros/vosotras habríais hablado habríais comido habríais vivido

3rd ellos/ellas/ustedes habrían hablado habrían comido habrían vivido

Conditional sentences (Type III)

Type 3 conditional sentences (express an impossible condition) have the following structure:

Si (If) + Pluperfect Subjunctive + Conditional Simple / Conditional Perfect

Si me hubieras llamado, habría venido (If you had called me, I would have come ).

Si hubieras atendido a mis explicaciones, ahora entenderías de lo que hablamos (If you had paid attention to
my explanations, you would understand what we’re talking about).

Si hubiera tenido frío, habría puesto la calefacción (If I had been cold, I would have turned the heating on ).

Word Formation (I): Prefixes

A prefix is an affix that is added at the beginning of a word  to adjust or qualify its meaning. Many words have a
prefix, so it's sometimes easier to figure out the meaning of those words if you know the meaning of the prefix. For
example, super- => "above" or "over"; infra- => "under."

Prefix Meaning

a- without

ante- previously

circun- around

contra- opposition

des-/de- lack

en- inside

entre- middle position

extra- outside

hiper- superiority

hipo- inferiority

in-/im-/i- negation

pos(t)- subsequent
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pre- previously

re- repetition

sobre- excess

sub-/su- below

trans- on the other side

ultra- beyond

Some examples

1. anteayer (the day before yesterday): Anteayer fui a una conferencia interesantísima (I went to a very
interesting conference the day before yesterday).

2. contraindicación (counter-indication/contraindication): Este medicamento tiene demasiadas
contraindicaciones (This medicine has too many contraindications).

3. entonar (to intone/to sing in tune ): No es una cantante profesional porque no sabe entonar (She’s not a
professional singer as she can’t sing in tune).

4. extraordinario (extraordinary): La verdad, esa película no tiene nada de extraordinario (To be honest, there’s
nothing extraordinary about that film).

5. hipotermia (hypothermia): Estuvo mucho tiempo al frío y acabó con hipotermia (He stayed in the cold for too
long and ended up having hypothermia).

6. posponer (to postpone): Es necesario que pospongamos la reunión para la próxima semana (It’s necessary
that we postpone our meeting for next week).

7. reelegir (to re-elect): Nuestro profesor de latín ha sido reelegido decano de la facultad de humanidades (Our
latin professor has been re-elected as dean of the faculty of humanities).

8. subestimar (to underestimate): No me subestimes, sólo dame tiempo para mejorar (Don’t underestimate me,
just give me time to improve).

9. ultratumba (beyond the grave): Le gusta escuchar historias de ultratumba (He likes listening to stories from
beyond the grave).

Time markers

Time markers help us understand when things happen, have happened, happened, are going to happen, or will
happen

Past

Marker Translation

ayer yesterday

anteayer the day before yesterday

la semana pasada last week

el mes pasado last month

anoche last night
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el otro día the other day

el año pasado last year

entonces then

hace dos días/meses/años two days/months/years ago

ayer por la mañana yesterday morning

Present

Marker Translation

hoy today

generalmente generally

normalmente normally

a veces sometimes

muchas veces many times

siempre always

nunca never

varias veces several times

a menudo often

de vez en cuando from time to time

casi nunca hardly ever

todos los días every day

Future

Marker Translation

mañana tomorrow

más tarde later

la semana que viene next week

el mes próximo next month

el año que viene next year

el próximo fin de semana next weekend

esta tarde this afternoon

esta noche tonight
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mañana por la mañana tomorrow morning

mañana por la tarde tomorrow afternoon

mañana por la noche tomorrow night

Word Formation (II): Noun Suffixes

Suffixes are added to the end of an existing word to form new words.

Noun Suffixes

Suffix Example

-aje aterrizar (to land) --> aterrizaje (landing) // ola (wave) --> oleaje (swell).

-ancia /
-encia

tolerar (to tolerate) --> tolerancia (tolerance) // descender (to descend from) --> descendencia
(offspring).

-ante comedia (comedy) --> comediante (comedian) // representar (to represent) --> represent ante
(representative).

-al pera (pear) --> peral (pear tree) // roca (rock) --> roqued al (rocky place).

-ario mandar (to command) --> mandatario (leader).

-ción reclamar (to complain) --> reclamación (complaint) // contestar (to answer) --> contesta ción (an
answer).

-dad breve (brief) --> brevedad (brevity) // serio (serious) --> seriedad (seriousness).

-dor comer (to eat) --> comedor (dining room) // despertar (to wake up) --> despertador (alarm clock).

-eda rosa (rose) --> rosaleda (rose bed) // álamo (poplar) --> alameda (poplar grove).

-ería pescado (fish) --> pescadería (fish market) // caza (hunting) --> cacería (a hunt, a shoot).

-ero/-era cocinar (to cook) --> cocinero (a male cook) // carta (letter) --> cartero (postman).

-ez madurar (to mature) --> madurez (maturity) // sensato (sensible) --> sensatez (sense,
judgement).

-ista periódico (newspaper) --> period ista // masaje (massage) --> masajista (masseur/masseuse).

-ura fresco (fresh) --> frescura (freshness) // dulce (sweet) --> dulzura (swetness).

Word Formation (II): Adjective Suffixes

Suffixes are added to the end of an existing word to form new words.

Adjective Suffixes

Suffix Example

-able/ -ible respetar (to respect) --> respetable (respectable) // beber (to drink) --> beb ible (drinkable).

-ado/ -ido intimidar (to intimidate) --> intimidado (intimidated) // fortuna (fortune) --> afortun ado (fortunate).
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-ano mundo (world) --> mundano (mundane, worldly).

-al/-ar centro (centre) --> central (central) // familia (family) --> familiar (family, familiar).

-iento hambre (hunger) --> hambriento (hungry).

-il juventud (youth) --> juvenil (youthful).

-izo enfermo (ill, sick) --> enfermizo (sickly) // primero (first) --> primer izo (beginner, rookie).

-udo suerte (luck) --> suertudo (lucky, jammy) // nariz (nose) --> narigudo (big-nosed).

-oso aceite (oil) --> aceitoso (oily) // duda (doubt) --> dudoso (doubtful).

Word Formation (II): Verb Suffixes

Suffixes are added to the end of an existing word to form new words.

Verb Suffixes

Suffix Example

-ear agujero (hole) --> agujerear (to make holes) // paso (step) --> pasear (to stroll).

-ecer flor (flower) --> florecer (to flower, to bloom) // oscuro (dark) --> oscur ecer (to get dark).

-ificar edificio (building) --> edif icar (to build) // eléctrico (electric) --> electr ificar (to electrify)

-izar normal (normal) --> normal izar (normalise) // canal (channel) --> canalizar (to channel).

Prepositional Phrases

Prepositional Phrases are groups of words which work as a single preposition.

Phrase English Translation

a lo largo de over, throughout, along

a través de through, across

a base de based on

a fuerza de by dint of

a favor de in favour of

a falta de in abscence of

acerca de about

antes de before

a pesar de in spite of

a tenor de according to

alrededor de around
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camino de towards, on the way to

con arreglo a in accordance with

con destino a headed to, bound for

con vistas a with a view to

de acuerdo con according to

debajo de under, underneath

delante de in front of, ahead of

detrás de behind

encima de on top of, above

en contra de against

enfrente de in front of

en vez de / en lugar de instead of

en medio de in the middle of

gracias a thanks to

junto a beside, near

junto con together with

lejos de away from

por debajo de below

por encima de above

por delante de ahead of

rumbo a heading to
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