


Day one at Silverstone and preparations for the British GP were dominated  
by just one story: David Coulthard’s decision to call time on his F1 racing 
career at the season’s end. But it wasn’t all that happened. Turn the page to  
find out who’s challenged who to a test of endurance, who got to meet one  
of his heroes and whose fans had the race of a lifetime…



Red Bull Racing have announced that 
they have reached an agreement with 
Mark Webber for him to continue driving 
for the team in 2009. “The progress the 
team has made in the last 10 months has 
been excellent and I am looking forward 
to carrying that momentum through to 
the end of the season,” said Mark. 
“Continuing with Red Bull Racing for 
2009 was a very easy decision for me to 
make, as I enjoy being part of this team, 
and that has shown through in my 
driving. We have some clever people 
here, with a stable team, and I believe 
2009 will see us in even better shape 
when the technical regulations will 
go through a major change.” 
Team principal Christian Horner has 
been very pleased with the Australian’s 
performance so far. “The next challenge 
facing us is to make the big step and 
challenge the top three teams, and we 
believe Mark is absolutely the right guy 
to have in the car to help us achieve that.”

Having claimed he’s the fittest man in F1, 
Lewis Hamilton has been challenged to a 
triathlon by Jenson Button. Something of 
a specialist at endurance events, Jenson 
has offered £10,000 to Lewis’s chosen 
charity, should the McLaren star beat 
him. “I’ve got a triathlon on July 27, 
if you’re interested,” said Jenson in 
yesterday’s press conference, where 
Lewis responded that they could “talk 
about it” as he started to look 
increasingly uncomfortable. “It’s a man 
challenge – you can’t turn down a man 
challenge,” laughed David Coulthard. 
Lewis scrolled through his phone only to 
discover that he’s not doing anything on 
July 27. He agreed to do it but, only 
minutes later, was withdrawn from the 
event by his management. “If he’s as fit as 

Winfrey and Bill Clinton at Nelson 
Mandela’s 90th birthday celebration, 
where he introduced the Sugababes on 
stage and fulfilled a lifetime ambition by 
meeting Mandela himself. “When I met 
him it was like walking in to see the king; 
to be in front of God,” said Lewis. It turns 
out that Mandela has long been an F1 
fan, having frequently tuned into Murray 
Walker’s commentary during his 27-year 
imprisonment. A fellow inmate, Tokyo 
Sexwale, recalls how Mandela would 
emerge from his cell every other Sunday 
to see the grands prix and recognised 
F1’s ability to influence change. 
“We knew how important sport was in 
raising awareness about the apartheid 
regime. When Senna spoke out against 
apartheid, it meant a great deal to us. 
We admired him immensely as a racer; 
even more as a man.”
 

For Toyota, Magny-Cours was a strategic 
coup – and we’re not talking about Jarno 
Trulli’s podium. Senior chassis man 
Pascal Vasselon was driving one of the 
team minibuses to the track on Sunday, 
when he took to the hard shoulder in an 
effort to overtake the Red Bull Racing 
crew and a couple of hundred other 
motorists. “I do it every year,” admitted 
Pascal, “but this year the gendarmes were 
organised and spotted us from a bridge. 
Then we were pulled over and given a 
ticket.” Being French, however, Pascal 
was able to talk his fine down to a 
reasonable €30 and was then allowed 

he says he is then surely he does this 
kind of thing every day before breakfast 
anyway,” remarked Coulthard.

It’s been a busy week for Lewis. As well 
as his testing commitments, launching a 
major new campaign for Reebok and 
getting disqualified from the world’s 
biggest yacht race, the McLaren driver 
was partying with Will Smith, Oprah 

What’s F1 Hot... or Not?

 The paddock is awash with pseudo-science. But do any of us 
experts have a clue what it all means? Or do you need real help? 

Mike Gascoyne guides you through curing...

back into the traffic ahead of his Red 
Bull rivals. “It was a risky strategy, but 
it paid off,” boasted Vasselon.
 

France wasn’t such a lucky venue for 
Nico Rosberg’s truckie, Vincent 
Crovisier, who’s entered the UK this 
week with no passport, just a police 
document. The former Michelin 
hospitality manager was driving Nico’s 
motorhome between Montpellier and 
Nîmes when he pulled over to take a 
rest. But then thieves struck. It appears 
they sprayed sleeping gas probably 
through the keyhole to render their 
victim unconscious. Then they forced 
the door open and made off with 
Vincent’s iPhone, laptop, wallet 
and passport. Apparently crime is 
common on this route during the 
holidays. However, the clueless 
robbers completely overlooked the 
plasma screens, PS3, sound system 
and scooter that were in the back.

Takuma Sato was back behind the 
wheel yesterday, and challenged 
allcomers. The Super Aguri veteran was 
at the Rye House kart track north of 
London, where he invited fans from 
across Europe and the media to see 
just what F1 is missing, now that he’s 
taken an enforced sabbatical. 
Surprisingly, Taku didn’t rear-end 
anyone this time out and drove a clean 
race to overwhelm the competition.

UNDERSTEER
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onza, Monaco, Silverstone… all are 
part of the rich history of Formula One. 
But, while only traces of the circuit 

and buildings from long ago remain at the  
first two venues, Silverstone seems to excel in 
actually preserving the people who organised 
the grand prix over 50 years ago. This means  
that the annual trip to my home race is a bit like 
Christmas Day, in that you spend ages driving  
in traffic to go and see a load of elderly relatives 
who don’t quite know what’s going on.

For us Brits in the paddock, this race is a 
nightmare of long-lost friends ringing up to ask 
if you can get them a paddock pass. They seem to 
think the race is still part of the ‘Summer Season’ 
like Royal Ascot, Wimbledon and the Henley 
Rowing Regatta, where dressing up in hats and 
silk gloves is de rigueur. I foolishly agreed to get 
a pass for old schoolfriend Camilla Giddy, and 
she then proceeded to bore me to death with 
questions about what to wear. She even 
wanted my advice on getting a Brazilian 
bikini wax in case she decided to wear 
a short skirt. I told her Brazilians were  
so last year then drifted off into a world 
of my own as she continued to run 
through her make-up and 
wardrobe options. I woke 
up to hear her asking 
about hair extensions 
and, thinking we were 
still on the subject 
of body waxing, 
told her that even  
if a Brazilian was no 
longer necessary, hair 
extensions were a step too far. 

Will this weekend be a step 
too far for Lewis Hamilton? Last 
week, he was literally all at sea, as  
a sponsor event saw the racing yacht  

he was on crash into another, and not even a red 
light in sight. It was an inauspicious precursor  
to his home race, as he also chose to have a good 
moan about the media. I think he’ll find that the 
British press will turn on him like lions sensing  
a wounded wildebeest, just as they did in the 
past with Nigel Mansell and Damon Hill. 

One has to wonder who’s guiding him through 
the media minefield. We clever girls know better 
than to ask our hairdresser whether we need a 
new and expensive cut; likewise, he should learn 
not to take advice from some around him whose 
main motivation is self-interest. If Lewis would 
refrain from saying “I’d like to thank the team” 
for just one interview session, it might help a bit. 
Mind you, he’d have to go a long way to match 
the frank opinions expressed by drivers of old, 
such as Carroll Shelby, the legendary American 
car-builder who did a couple of seasons of F1 at 

the end of the 1950s. Asked how his car was 
going, a disgruntled Shelby replied, “It’s 
kind of blivity.” Asked what that meant, 
he paused for a moment before uttering 
in his trademark Texan drawl, “Well, 
where I come from, a blivit is 10 pounds 
of shit in a five-pound bag.”

We’re a long way from Texas here  
in rural Northamptonshire, a county 
that’s famous for its shoe factories, 

which probably explains why all the 
women have faces like well-worn 

brogues. To make things worse, 
it looks as though it’s going  
to rain for the next couple  
of days. At least that means 
we won’t have to fight off  
the irritable English wasp.  
I’m not scared of wasps – I’m 

jealous of them. How do they 
have such tiny waists when they 
spend all their time in cake shops?

Old boys, boats and… blivits?
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When we investigated, 
we discovered there 
was more going on 

than it appears…
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arlier this year Sir Frank Williams 
celebrated his 600th grand prix 
as a team owner. To have reached 
this milestone and still be going 
strong surely justifies a moment 

for satisfied reflection, and a little basking in 
the praise of others. Frank, of course, treats this 
idea with a wry contempt. “Honestly, who cares! 
Giving it significance is just something dreamed 
up by the marketing department. It isn’t a big 
deal.” He tends to be, well, frank. 

Talk to him for any length of time and it 
becomes obvious that longevity records hold no 
fascination. After four decades in the business, 
and with a trophy cabinet groaning under the 
weight of silverware, winning is still the only 
thing that matters – even if survival has, from 
time to time, been at the forefront of his mind. 
The ego is alive and kicking and the passage of 
time has not softened the desire to succeed.

1970
“That’s Piers [Courage] in the De Tomaso and, 
on the left, a leading, world-class chassis engineer 
by the name of Frank Williams,” says Frank, 
deadpan. He holds the expression for a moment, 
before breaking into a smile. “I’m joking – in 
1970 I was absolutely out of my depth. My 
decision to be an engineer rather than a driver 
was entirely venal. In the mid-1960s, my mode 
of transport was a VW pick-up, but I really 
wanted a flash, red car. An Italian driver and 
motor trader offered me an Alfa Romeo GT in 
exchange for the Brabham F3 car I was racing. 
I did nearly a thousand miles in that Alfa before 
it broke down. Not bad for an Alfa. 

“Anyway, I decided to stay out of racing and 
work hard in 1967, with the intention of having 
an F3 team of my own for 1968. I was dealing 
in racing cars when Piers turned up. I had a 

Brabham BT28 F2 car coming, and he asked me 
to operate it for him. Ego got the better of me and 
I said yes. We got good money out of Dunlop, a 
little sponsorship from Castrol and went racing.

“There’s always a bit of a plan in any young 
man’s head, but I can’t say I had the route to F1 
mapped out in mine. Piers persuaded me to go 
to the Tasman Series. I bought a two-year-old 
Brabham F1 car, and off we went– but not before 
my secretary pointed out that, as I had an F1 car, 
shouldn’t I be entering F1? I said I’d think about 
it. Piers did well in the Tasman Series; we probably 
came home with a very mild profit and had already 
committed to F1. Completely unbudgeted of 
course, but we were working on the basis that 
if we were too far from the shore to get back, 
we’d have to find some way of staying afloat. 
We just about survived the 1969 season, and then 
De Tomaso offered to provide us with a chassis 
for 1970. Fortune smiles on me.”

In 1968 the young Frank Williams regarded Formula One as 

“semi-stratospheric”.   The odds were against success but he decided 

to try anyway. Forty years later, he’s faced every possible situation 

and through it all retained a scarcely credible enthusiasm. F1, he says, 

is still all he wants to do. This is his career in pictures. By Matt Youson.
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but back then I was the boss (these days he is!).  
He’s a strong personality but we get on very, very 
well. He’s an adorable man. F1, fundamentally, was 
– and is – about engineering, so Patrick was pivotal 
to everything. My job was to supply the money and 
find the right people; Patrick did the engineering,  
a job at which he is outstanding. His first car for us 
was the 1978 FW06. It had beautiful, classic lines, 
sadly instantly outdated by the Lotus 78.” 

1979
“This is Alan Jones, it’s 1979. You can generally tell 
the year by how far my hair is receding. In those days 
I was a real… what’s the word? The really with-it 
team manager; I knew how to set up the car, what 
springs to use, how much wing to run. I thought  
I knew everything, though Patrick would raise  
an eyebrow at some of the stuff I came up with. 
Judging by the roll-hoop, that’s the ’78 car. The 
FW07 came later. Patrick’s response to the ground-
effect Lotus was absolutely fantastic. Boy! Was  
I proud of him. We went to Silverstone in, I think, 
late April or May to test it. In the morning we were 
doing 1:14.8s, which was OK. After lunch, when we 
had it better balanced for Jonesy he did 15.0, 14.0, 
13.5, 13.0… 12.8. All the guys on the pitwall were 
looking towards us thinking ‘F**k, we’re going to 
be good! This is going to be a different life. We won 
our first race at the British Grand Prix, after that 
every time the car finished, Jonesy was out of sight.”

1981
“Alan Jones, FW and a very young Frank Dernie  
in the first picture, FW and Carlos Reutemann in 
the other. Frank’s a lovely character. By that time 
an F1 team really needed an aerodynamicist, and 
Frank was our guy. This would be ’81 because it says 
Leyland on the shirts. Originally we’d hired Jonesy 

1971
“The green helmet is Henri Pescarolo’s. It almost 
looks as if I’m praying… Well, the Pescarolo era was 
tough. It was a struggle all year. The cars and the 
drivers weren’t that competitive, but I was learning 
all the time. Mainly what not to do, actually. As you 
can see from the red jacket, we’d obtained Motul 
sponsorship. We did F2 that year as well – which 
was very ambitious – and Motul sponsored both.” 

1978
“Those are the Saudia [Airlines] colours, so this 
would be ’78. As you can see, we had a deal with 
Fruit of the Loom, as modelled here by myself and 
Patrick Head. By the end of 1974 it was obvious  
that I was lurching from one technical disaster to the 
next. The team was myself, a stream of young, barely 
qualified draughtsmen, and never enough money. 
Eventually I sold part of the team to Walter Wolf. I’d 
hired Patrick because I was convinced I needed a 
good, solid engineer. Patrick, who was then at Lola, 
came recommended. We met, I think at the Carlton 
Towers hotel in Knightsbridge, and he took the job. 
When Walter offered to buy me out I discussed it 
with Patrick. He said, ‘Let’s take the money.’ We 
sold to Walter at the end of February 1977, and 
started Williams Grand Prix Engineering in March 
1977. Is Patrick intimidating? I didn’t find him so – 

because we needed a safe, experienced pair of 
hands. He had spectacular car control and drove 
with the right amount of aggression. He was 
strong physically, and very strong mentally and 
I’ll always say to anyone, including him, that he 
retired much too early. He’d mentally retired at 
the start of 1981. He won the first race, took some 
solid results after that and was disappearing  
into the distance at Zolder when he crashed.  
I think he threw the ’81 championship away…  
but that’s beside the point. 

“Reutemann was charming, funny, intelligent 
and gifted as few are. To some extent he wasted 
his time with us. He definitely had championship 
potential but, unlike Jonesy, he wasn’t tough 
enough, despite being probably quicker than  
Alan on his day. I still don’t know why Reutemann 
retired when he did. It was after the Brazilian 
Grand Prix of 1982. It was Rio, the second race 
of the year. He knocked on my door and told me 
he’d decided to retire. ‘At the end of the season?’ 
I asked. ‘No, now,’ he replied.”

1981
“Bernie. Back then Bernie was one of the boys, 
these days he’s not – but we’re all very different 
to how we were 25 years ago. He’s always been 
very much the businessman, very motivated to 

succeed at that. These days he’s the promoter 
and we are just objects to him. I don’t mean that 
unfairly, just that the relationship is different. 
Fortunately for all of us, he still loves Formula 
One, and isn’t going to stop until his body tells 
him he can’t go to work anymore.” 

1983
“Look at me, looking like I own the place! This 
was a difficult year. The turbo teams were just 
starting to get their acts together and it swamped 
us. It was Keke [Rosberg] and [Jacques] Laffite 
in ’83; good drivers, but we were out of it. There 
was a lot of politics associated with the turbos, 
but it all worked out in the end.” 

1985
“Oh. Circus-style shirts as designed by FW 
himself… On the whole, I’d rather not be 
reminded of those! All I can say is that’s what 
happens when you’re trying to keep lots of 
different sponsors happy – it isn’t easy. In  
1985, our engine was a modified version of  
the one we used in 1984. It delivered plenty  
of power between 10-11,000rpm, below that  
not a great deal, beyond that it was a technical 
disaster. Keke had enormous trouble driving  
it – but he was a tough lad. Nico is very much  
like his father in that regard. The other guy  
in the picture is Mark Thatcher [son of then 
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher].

Patrick took responsibility for engineering 
the race car away from me in 1985. At the  
start of the year I was running Keke’s car and 
Patrick ran Nigel’s [Mansell]. One evening,  
at Ricard, Patrick said, “I need to talk to you.” 
Given the cars were getting so technically 
complex, he thought it would be a good idea ➜
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if I stepped back. I said he was absolutely right. 
Of course I’d completely forgotten by morning 
and was standing on the pitwall – the habit of 
a lifetime – when he tapped me on the shoulder 
and said, ‘Frank, remember our conversation 
yesterday?’ I sheepishly handed over the stopwatch 
and haven’t run a grand-prix car since.”

1987
“I remember we won that race. Nigel went away 
from everybody. I’ve always tended to go for 
drivers who fitted into the Alan Jones mould. 
Mansell did. Physically very strong, tough on the 
track, aggressive, incredibly skilful, incredibly 
competitive. Mansell was all of those things.”

1987
“I always got on well with Ayrton [Senna]. 
He was a nice guy. When he was leaving Lotus, 
I think everyone wanted him. We lost the Honda 
engine when I broke my neck, which put us out 
of contention for his signature. Ron [Dennis] 
signed him soon afterwards on a five-year deal, 
so we were not able to get anywhere near him.” 

1997
“I liked the way Jacques [Villeneuve] drove. I’d 
seen him win a few times in ChampCar, and 
perceived him to be intelligent and combative, 

which is what I wanted. Mentally he was very 
strong, rather like Mansell in that regard, though 
the difference was perhaps that Mansell 
respected strong engineers whereas Jacques… 
anyway, I certainly have no regrets signing him. 

“This year definitely had the feeling of 
being the end of an era. We won both of the 
championships, but by that time you knew 
a team needed to be with a manufacturer to 
succeed. With Renault poised to leave it was 
going to be very difficult. In 1998 we signed 
the deal with BMW, but for reasons of their 
own they deferred until 2000, which was… 
disappointing. We held top spot for most of 
the 1990s. It’s very easy to fall off, but very 
difficult to get back. It’s like being cast adrift 
in the sea with a lifejacket. You’re being tossed 
around, but you know you’re not going to 
sink. You see a buoy in the distance and swim 
towards it, eventually you reach it, but climbing 
out of the water as it bobs around… oh, that’s 
difficult. That’s us, right now. 

“But if these pictures show anything, it’s 
that we are survivors. I think the difference 
between us and some of those that have failed 
is the senior people in those teams had other 
interests. We live to do this. It is all we can do, 
all we understand, all we have any interest in 
doing. And so we fight. We fight to survive and 
it’s a pleasure to do it. The company is strong, 
filled with good friends and the right people. 
Patrick and I don’t talk about the succession 
plan, but it’s there. The right people are in place 
and will get their turn, but if Patrick and I have 
anything to do with it, it won’t be anytime soon. 
Because we absolutely love this.”  A

➜
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There’s nothing like a good cause to get generous celebrities out for 
an evening’s entertainment. This week, Britain’s Great Ormond Street 

Children’s Hospital benefited from a star-studded London event. 
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If you like the idea of a place that positively 
encourages dancing on the bar, tables, chairs and 
even the pool table, Ghost is the place for you. 
Northampton’s hottest new nightspot opened in 
August last year and regularly attracts top DJs 
from London. On Fridays there’s funky house, 
electro and R&B, and two-for-one drinks before 
12am, while on Saturdays the DJs throw a bit 
more rock and pop into the mix – according to 
its MySpace site, think ‘Coyote Ugly meets 
Ibiza’. Entry is free before 12am, and you can get 
three cocktails or six shots for just £10 all night. 

It’s a long drive to Oxford, but it’s worth it to party 
at this stunning Art-Deco nightclub. Located in 
a 1930s theatre that’s been given a million-pound 
makeover, it has four bars and a cutting-edge 
soundsystem. Tomorrow night is guaranteed to 
be huge, as DJ duo Freemasons hit the decks to 
promote their new single When You Touch Me. 
Entry is free before 10pm, £5 before 11pm and 
£7 after, but show a copy of your Red Bull Nights 
Out guide and you can get in for free any time.

In need of after-work fun? 
Then grab your Red Bull 
Nights Out guide and go!

Head chef Mani Rebelo combines the best 
of British and Mediterranean flavours at this 
popular local restaurant. There’s even a dash 
of Australian in the wine list, thanks to Red Bull 
Racing driver Mark Webber, whose partner, 
Ann Barrett, is one of the restaurant’s directors. 
Apparently, Mark’s a bit of a regular and can 
often be found here enjoying a meal with friends 
before a race. The lunchtime menu even features 
a ‘Mark Webber’ pizza, created by the good 
man himself. Show the proprietors a copy of the 
Red Bull Nights Out guide and you’ll even get 
a free drink to wash down your Mark Webber.  

24hr

Thanks to local hero Lewis Hamilton and a visit from the Beckhams, last 
year’s race turned into a celebrity-spotting circus, and who knows who 

might turn up this year? Away from the track, however, interesting sights 
at Silverstone are a bit harder to come by… Here are a few suggestions.
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Holly Manning

Paul Cheung

Quido Giesinger
David Addison

Fascinating facts about some paddock regulars.

22  04.07.08 23

How much do you know about the British GP? Start by getting yourself into a British frame  
of mind: crack open a Belgian beer, order a chicken tikka masala then see how you get on…
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