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relied on

IGNITION
forhisMG records

1100 c.c. Kilom., 203'5 m.p.h. Mile, 2032 m.p.h.
5 Kiloms., 197°5 m.p.h.

1500 c.c. Kilom., 2042 m.p.h. Mile, 2038 m.p h.
5 Kiloms., 2006 m.p.h.

(Fastest speed attained - - 2074 m .p.h.)
Subiect (o Official Confirmation.

JOSEENM LW EAI-LTD  BrrMINGHAM. 19
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MOTOR SPORT

READERS’' SPARE PARTS FOR SALE AND WANTED

FOR SALE

Alta engine 9 h.p. erankshaft, main bearings, cam-
shafts, timing wheels, cylinder head, sump
ete., engine complete except for two lines,
one con rod, one piston, which are broken,
and there i3 a hole in the crankease.........e.. ...

Alvis, one set front universal steering for F.W.D.,

B8O TWO DRIE SRBIUB. .. . i iciciinrssssnasnsbevassruns

Austin Seven Sgclal 1931, Morgan front axle, and

ttened rear springs, 4 oversize tyres

including 2 new Zig-Zags—crab

tracked—rebored engine (Just run in).

Twin 8.U. carburetters, twin spare

wheels, double valve qulngs, new
bearings throughout, oor boards

and bulkheads, assembled, but needs

back finishing "and body meta) put-

ting on, Burgess silencer, new crown

wheel and DINIOD cecvevnrrnenccccncnnonee

Austin Cylinder head, ﬂywheel clutch plate with

8 and thrust front half pronsha.lt
2 Ferodo clutch linings with rivets
* chock-blocks ™ with pin (new), set &
ping and bushes (new), crankshaft wi

IDRIE  DORETOR seviis vossaavsistisns oss sRusnarssstusss
3 GOmph:Peedo t.mltunk bucket
pdn by ﬂpe rumodal 12v.
00r8, O
electrlohooter 890 .................. .
- ra%htor and shen
carden nhatt, fan
bearing and pulley.......... SR ake

Axle, front, cycle t guard wheels, large
m:zt:lmglnm Kﬁn dmx.nnn?ow swivel plns
rm.... AL L AR L RN IR T I RER R R R R R R LA AL LN

» rear, for M.G., com wit.h brakes and
wheel caps, fit, ¥.1.
hubs, brakes and stub axles for ¥.1orJ.2

Ball Races, 4 Hoffman, type M.S8.9, brand new in

original R O R g
Badge Bar, Desmo from Austin Sevenl.......coeeoen
Bentley, aet of hour glass pistans, 20%, overslm
ete withrlng;a ............................
oe s-um /6, all BpAres...ccuues

a &llmBedleel letu honw
: com l nlve

5 &l?uro “nﬁm Label engtno. complm, and

ewC AR R R R R R LR B R D BRERAN g ner A

"

Bive Label chass

with scrap saloon

. 1923, 16 h.p., 3-litre
o magn f.wbutérefher,cl&mtl:ew....w .....
Body, open four-sea complete hood, winge
Brooklands %9, remote oontml and large oapoelty
! AR AR A ik

Bugatti Type 43 and 37a, all BPAres....c..covvievanss
w XYype 87 mdwwllnderblooh eomplm

s Type 37 and 40 connecting rods, Type 40
mbox dntchmeompleeo, Brescia gear-
Fear AXIe....ccoeenees P B EE R AR

.» Brescia, con rods, crankcase, sump, wbox
vlttl valves, sprlngn, OhBiens Cunonenioscisprnis
o 1922, 12 H racing mmnlmtt assembly, ﬁt
9&4/5 BYDB cassivsnssonsasnnserivissisenscorerats

Carburetter, one S.U. 4B MM ... .oovveviveriisisrrerssrennsres
- set 4 racing S.U.s, 30 mm,, with top
feed, suitable Rlle DRI o i s ot g i

5 Track racing Amal, bwin float, suitable

500 e¢.c. motor-cycle, horlzontal clip

fitting, with ﬂnnge adapter............
Car Muff, off 1938 Austin Seven, .coeovrviiimsensrrenses
- off 1038 Standard 14......vcvvevevrensrnrssnees

Chassis, 1929, Frazer-Nash, F.W.B, with all axles,
gears, braking nnd steering parts, spare
wheel and spare ehalfl. ...coovvveviiirninvensnes

Crankshaft and 4 con rods for 1930 Riley 9...... Sl

Cylinder Head for blown Lea-Francls, without valves
ADA FOCKET QORY cosseccrsrassssssocsssnes

'8 aluminium, for Austin Seven = G.P. 2

SR o vibieh i s b AR AN AT b
Engine, 1028 2-litre Lagonda ......ccovvevnians Saniads
o c?r é;ll E.W. twin Douglas, complete with

u 00000 I A AL R L L BT R FE R TR R R PR R R R RN E R TR

v DB.S.A, 406 c.c. Empire Star, 1037 model.
Has run approxlmntely 5,000 miles, also

gearbox, rear wheel, tank and 2 tyres ......
sy bth series i,ancia L AOAR . s haviis takass
.+ Rover eight, 2-cylinder, horizontal-opposed
BINODODMEE o<s sauhsvact oot ssesseoannsesossinassodesss

.+ JL1ea-Francis, total mileage 40,000. Rebored
(11600 mif tnrt mCompletebom%

0, 8 er 2 gear X,
mheels. bub- brakes, ete

oooooooooooooooo

or J.2, also front

3-litre, Btuo stel. camshalt 1925 3-litre

Excelgior, 250 c.c. Manxman, racing spares, ete.
2/3 gallon sprint tank, twin feed, re(mssed

SOL. YOV COURIRT (. b cirnarsessssriaiinsassssns

Gears, rear axle, for 3-litre Bentley, giving ratios

OE BRR B0 ) saveihnsnvianivssvas saisvpsssnsssasnen soe

Gearbox, 4 , complete with remote control

from 13-litre SINnger.....ccccvereicrsrirsasnns

’ BRI T U BN R o frnniiis s net ork Frpinkasesse

H.E. 192t3, 14 h.p.. rebuilt wheels to take oversize

Ly SR e e (e WM S R e

Headlamps, 8" chromium, twWo..ccciivirirernriiiescssnns

Heater, one “ Hadess " air conditioning, complete

i R S N S

v 260 hour, Under BUMPD .. cescesensrrsonscnrsns AU

H.R.G., set of 3rd gear ptniona (vonatant. mesh ete, )
for H.R.G. wfw HR

Aerolite plswns. o rin% 4 t. wlth

oll control,

gndgmns, 6 piston rings
compression, and 4 E] s:lna (new)
H.R.G. clutch’ cover plate (new 3 bonnet
Menen, 28 R.G. con rodn hand
polished and balanced ... .coovvveivciiannevenns
Lagonda, 3-litre, frame and body, complete with
wheels, tyres, axles, gearbox, hood,

bonnet radlnb:)r, ete., less engine .........
> 3-litre, all lpsm .................................
" 2-litre 'm -

seater body, also (4 4-1) erown
wheel, pinion and dmgh

w  1928-20 2-litre, cylinder head, oomplota

with rock d val
two)moc::ﬁog.“l’:-m vea (lm

Lea-Francis 12/40 backnxle,snadgewheela,nnd
amount of other Bpares.........

.o 12/40 or 12/60. Two complete engines,
cylinder heod and rockers (single
carburetter) 2 cylinder blocks and
pistons, one crankshaft, one camshaft,
3 filywheels (2 for cone, one for plata
clutch) Three Lucas anti-clock
magnetos, two complete 4
xea, 2 Solex 4
pletao front axles, 2 oom let.a
rear axles, 6 4.50x19 l'lu
Weﬂtt )Zaet.sofhubsmd half
tg, one set of brake drums, one
set of brake shoes, 2 steering eolnmnn,
4 crown wheels and pinions, 2 com-
plete sets of front andrenr ......

Lucas 8.F.4 fuseboxes (three) cutout, junction and

........

fuse bo t switch, magneto and

lcnltlonx'm Solenold starter switch,

and steering column switchboX..c.vvivevninss
Magneto M.L. racing, single eylinder motor-cycle...

2 Simms, Verniers for Alvis 12/50.........

M.G. J.2. frame, less springs, brake cross shaft,
com eto with hand brake, needle
ete., 4 brake drums, 4 sets brake
shoca r shock nbsorbers front and
rear, back axle casing, with back plates
and spm# anchoridges, 2 rear, one front
ng, intact. front, leaves
broken. Bulkhend with throttle gednl
Fittings, ete., petrol pipes, foot ke
pedal, bracket £ RN R T

MG M tyg:k 3 speed gearbox, complete with hand-

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

G. Midget, 1933 J.2. Set.of4p!stonawlt.hrl
and gu eylinder hasdnc%
drain ho

clutch centre float-
ing plate, an '8 clutch fingers.......

Motorcycle speedometer, front wheel drive............

Norton, .‘302t International racing spares, sprockets,
B 050 000ssitso $00000 000K AN OTERtORAILIs NS see

Rev. Counter, Smith's, eable drive and casing.........
Scott Super éqniml 1928, complete rebored engine
SN BIRAY BDRIOE s aucvonessvbsotronitaes onsarenss

Springs, speclal flattened rear, for Austin.............
Stoneguards, pair, chromium for P100 lamps.........

Sunbeam 14/40 cylinder-head, ecylinder block, 8
pistons, gearbox, clutch (relined).........

o4 14/40 complete power unib......c, coovvins
Stoneguard radiator, suitable M.G.......... I L e

Talbot 8 h.p. 1923, 6 v. coil, 6 v. Benjamin electrie
horn, connectlng rod, Zenith
carburetter to take § in. pipe,
torque tube, silencer and ex-
tension tube, petrol gauge, 5
hub caps, 8 day cloek, one piece
2-scater seat squab celluloid
ST T e e Rt SR IR AR

Tecalemit, automatie chassisz lubrication outfit,
(l omplete with chromium plated pipe
R R R S R e SR

Trinmph Super Nine eyviinder blocks (two) rcbomd

with new pPlstonB...coveeiivssssecorsensns

Tubes, 17° Dunlop Inner, new, for tyre sectlonl.

B.D0 TP verrsinassisusvotisessissinsnibvessbossnesns
Tank oil, separate facia-board, with drip feed attach~
ment for filling crankease whilst in motlon.

with snAP-dOWD CAD.ce - srsiarsarsrmsrrnenvessan

Tyres, 2 new India 720 « 120 (beaded edge)....cocuvie *
Tyres, two 32619, Dunlop universal, scarcely
used, with inner tubes, UNBSC. o v v enesesnns
Wheel, front track racing motor-cycle, 27°x3*
(no brake) with good Dunlop type .........
ss New Ashby spring steering. . coeeeiirsnceierssses
y»  Dunlop Magna 564" section comp. tyre (new)
off Morgan 3-wheeler....cccciiivriicnarnansenne
Wheels, 5 Rudge 5% x 20”, complete with tyres.........

Wolseley 3%1932 cranksha(t cyllnder head

0000000000000000000000000000000000 ‘AL D

Wolseley Hornet set of four springs, front axle coms-
plete with huba and brakes, rear
axle, complete, erown wheel
and pinion (as new), set of five

Dunlop M wheels, 18" six
stud ggi our Rudge knock-off
hubs, 2 yckheed master cylin-

ders, special 2-seater body 10
sallon ....................

G Special 1932, 2-4-seater Abbey
sports body pair cycle
wings, fron€ Assem
oo lete, fold flat windncrean

Triplex, radiator, five
wheels, knock-off type, 2 80
gun (?0 U. mguret.ten mnnltolg.l
i m.p.h. speedometer,
rev, counter, 12 voit dynuno.

Wing Lamps, 2 chromium...... BRI E R T s

Wolseley Special 1938. Rudge wheels and tyres,
T hubs and brake drums, four Rudge

«ps,complmbwkulotndbo:sﬂnu.

e
ncoverwith dpp!utmm,lzv.

WANTED

Alfa Radiator with shell suitable for Mille Miglia 54
Carburetters, two road racing type Amal.......
Cylinder Head and block for 6 cylinder, 1,100 c.c.

S/c Amilear ..... eeansnb s Ao s S50 058000000 600
Deflector head for Meadows engine, 1,496 c.c....... o
Flywheel bell housing for P.I M.G. engine, also

several clutch part8.......ccvvemmevnisincosnns
Flywheel housing F.1 t¥DPe.....oviieiiivimiannivinrrorises
F.1. type engine cross member. . ...covvvivraiininnieiiniins

Fold Flat Windscreen complete with Triplex for
1934 Singer Le Mans 2-str.

FrontA:lo.wlng&etc for K.I 4-seater MG, Mag-

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo LR R RN

Handbook for 18-80 Mark I M.G,, 1931.........
Instruction Book for Bugatti Type 51, twin o.h.c. 2.8
M.G. F.1 type steering wheel column and box.........

M.G. Radiator suitable for F.LAype. ..o iiiviiiiiniiiiins

Propeller Shaft dog end and dog shaft taper end for
for Morgan 1930 Aero Sports,

1098 0.0: O Viiicicainsnsiavesvispuoss

Remote Control for Austin “ Speedy &apeed and
PEVEIEe HEAIDOX . circesirennsesravans

» for Austin Speedy 4-apeed and

PEVETBE HCATDOX . civvericravararsssennns

o for 3-speed Wolseley Hornet.........

Speed 20 Alvis, engine, gearbox and brake parts......

WO OF A SO X B B0 CYTRE. i vhisesnssvsireststsanrnassonsoun

Two Racing Dunlop and tubes, suimhh for hil}
climbs, size 4.00x19.. O S

J.2. engine and gearbox, complete.....oooii i
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%1y AL X ROBAY,
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Telephone : NATional 3045

BRITAINS GREAT COME BACK at LE MANS

On the face of it, the fact that the two Lagondas
finished third and fourth in the Grand Prix d'Endur-
ance at I.e Mans last month does not seem much to
write home about. A cynic would ask : Why didn’t
they win /

But let us consider the circumstances., The cars
were making their racing debut, and they had vet to
show that they possessed the all-important virtue of
stamina. All the world knew that they were the work
of Mr. W. O. Bentley, whose products have won
at e Mans on five occasions in the past, and they there-
fore carried with them the burden of a great reputation,
And finally, the company had announced that they
regarded the race as an experiment from which to
draw the fullest possible lessons about the cars with
a view to participation in future sports-car races
at IL.e Mans and elsewhere,

Bearing these circumstances in mind, it will be seen
that the performance of the two cars was even better
than had been anticipated. Aiming at finishing,
above all else, it would have been quite satisfactory
if they had finished fifth and
sixth, or even seventh and
eighth. Instead of that, they
actually finished third and
fourth, both cars averaging

a higher speed than last year's  Nuffield Trophy, The

CONTENILDS

e [ f e
Le Mans, 24 hour Race ....

It must not be forgotten, too, that they finished
first and second in the 5-litre class, in opposition to
eight 31-litre Delahayes, three 4-litre Darracqs and
three 44-litre cars of that make.

A possible criticism of the cars—but a double-
edged one—is that they are perhaps a little clumsy
through having a long wheelbase. On a short twisty,
circuit like Donington, where it 1s hoped that the cars
will run in the Tourist Trophy, this would indeed
be a handicap, but at I.e Mans it did not matter very
much. On the other hand, if one regards the com-
peting cars as basically standard types, there is no
doubt as to which would carry the more comfortable
coachwork, the Lagonda or some of its French rivals.

A way out of this difficulty would be to produce
an ultra-short wheelbase model for two-seater coach-
work only, and to use this as the racing type. In
shorter races where fast cornering is essential its
greater controllability would undoubtedly be an asset,

For the rest, the warmth of the appluase which
greeted the cars at the end
was a sure indication of the
impression the big green cars
had made on the discrim-
inating lL.e Mans crowd.

109 To Mr. Alan Goode, there-
fore, the thanks of Britain

winner.
¢ bevch Is-Rovyce 200 g
It was obvious that the AR S are due for giving one of
cars were running to a definite Rumblings 201 our greatest  automobile
schedule, with a reserve of Nurburg Ring Chief in London . ... 204  designers a chance to race his
engine revolutions. They G products in the most impor-

Letlers from Readers

might have averaged a still
higher speed, but at Le Mans
the race 1s not always to the
swift—as witness the down-
fall of the meteoric Delage
and the success of the plod-
ding Bugatti. Far betterit was
that they should still be run-
ning well at the end, in third
and fourth places, than that
they momentarily dazzle the
crowd with their speeds.

3} litre Holchkiss, the

Club News

Shelsley Walsh htil climb

Lewes speed trials

Protests not encouraged ...

Continental Noles and News

On Blowing our own Trumpel ... ee 218

Indianapolis *' 500 " Mile race YO .

tant event of its type on the
200 International Calendar,

As for " W.0.” himself,
nothing we c¢an say could
213 make him more content than
he was as he stood in the court-
yvard of the Hotel Moderne,
while mechanics put the
919  finishing touches to the work-
manlike green cars which
represented Britain so worth-
ily 1n race.
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LES 24 HEURES DU MANS

VICTORY FOR BUGATTI AT RECORD SPEED.
L.LITRE CLASS.

NE of the best races for years—
was the general verdict of regular

visitors to the Grand Prix d'Endur-

ance which has been held here yesterday
and to-day. It started with a magnificent
duel between three or four cars which
lasted for many hours; there were in-
cidents and accidents full of drama in
which nobody was badly hurt ; big green
British cars thundered round the course
with the utmost regularity, as in days
of old; the dashing driving of Louis
Gerard was a tonic in itself : the race was
run at record speed ; a new lap record was
set up; and the engine trouble of the
Delage when it was leading by several
laps after 20 of the 24 hours, thereby
letting the Bugatti into the lead, could
only be described as a coup de theatre.
The weighing and serutineering of the
cars took place in the Halle aux Toiles
last Tuesday and Wednesday. There
were few queries or delays. Earl Howe,
acting as the R.A.C. representative on
the A.ILA.C.R., spotted that the Adlers
lacked the proper provision for sealing the
petrol tank, and quite rightly insisted
upon this being made. The interest
on the second day centred on whether
the Bugatti and Sommer’s Alfa would
get there in time. Sommer was reported
to be having a terrible time getting
through from Italy over the Mont Cenis
Pass which was snow-covered. He him-
self turned up, looking quite fresh and
fit, at about 2 o'clock, and at a quarter
to four (4 o'clock was the deadline),
his red Alfa saloon was pushed into the
hall, Immediately after came the

course, 1t was a 24-litre, fitted with a
beautiful streamlined saloon body, painted
bright red. Exactly the same type of

IMPRESSIVE DISPLAY BY NEW LAGONDAS.
GORDINI'S WONDERFUL SIMCA-FIAT

H.R.G. WINS

The few days before the race passed
pleasantly enough, All the hotels in
Le Mans were full ; the big shots staying
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Five minutes befove the start.

- —

Lhe road 1s cleaved of superfiluous people and the drivers

walk over lo their allotted places.

body was used on Prince Schaumberg-
Lippe’'s BM.W. The Bugatti turned out
to be a colossal affair, its streamlining
being no doubt very efficient, but not
too easy on the eyes. It was obviously
very well prepared. An unusual feature
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The Lagonda driven by Lovds Selsdon and Walevan veceives a final rub-down before the
start. 1l finished fourth after a fine, trouble-free vun, covering 1999.4 miles and averaging
83.3 m.p.h.

huge, tank-like Bugatti, and so all was
well. The engine size of the Alfa had not
been declared, and there was some doubt
as to whether it was the new twelve-
cylinder 43-litre, an eight-cylinder 3-litre,

or a new 24-litre *’ six.”’ Actually, of

was a spotlight set into the side of the
body on the right-hand side, pointing
diagonally towards the kerb. The groove
in which it was placed was covered with
a tale window, so that it did not spoil the
smooth contour of the body,

at the Paris, the Lagondas being garaged
in the yard of the Moderne as the Bentleys
were ten years ago, the Adlers and the
Jones-Wilkins Singer at the Central,
the Barnes-Wisdom equipe at the Auberge,
the Aston-Martin and Morgan crews at
the Ifs. Practice was done every night
between 1 am. and 6 a.m., and gossip
about it was discussed at Gruber’s and the
Hippodrome. And what gossip!
I 'affaire Shrubsall kept everyone in
suspense until Lord Howe returned from
Paris to sit in conclave with the Com-
missaires Sportifs, who decided that it
would be better if he did not start. This
meant that a general switch round in
the Darracq entries. Shrubsall’s car was
a dark red two-seater identical with the
one shown at FEarl's Court last October,
and he was to have shared the driving of
it with Antony Heal., Instead, this car
was driven by Heldé and Schumann,
and Bradley, the son of that famous
journalist, W, F. Bradley, was called from
’aris to share No. 7 Darracq with Morel,
Meanwhile ILord Selsdon was dazzling
everyone at Gruber’'s with his red cap,
shirt of another shade of red, and tie of
yet another—to say nothing of his bright
blue trousers,

The weather was very pleasant as the
time of the start drew near on Saturday
afternoon, with high clouds motionless
in a blue sky, Gradually the road was
cleared of all unessential people, like the
writer, the drivers stood in their little
rings painted opposite their cars, and at
last M. Charles Faroux raised and lowered
the tricolour., There was a pattering of
feet, a frantic getting into of cockpits
and pressing of starter buttons, and almost
immediately the first car was away,
Very gratifying it was to see that it was
Arthur Dobson on No. 5 Lagonda, and
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he disappeared round the curve beyond
the pits followed by Chinetti (Darracq)
and the Bugatti, Wimille up. There were
two unfortunates, Belle-Croix found that
the gears of his Delahaye would not engage
for some time, and Bonneau’'s M.G. took
several minutes to get away.

All eyes were turned towards the end
of the straight leading to the stands,
while the announcer told us that Chinetti
had passed Dobson at Mulsanne. Hoon
a speck appeared, grew rapidly nearer
and Chinetti’s blue Darracq swished by
followed at a decent interval by Dobson,
Mazaud (Delahaye), Wimille (Bugatti),
1e Bégue (Darracq), and Gérard (Delage).
Next time round Chinetti was still
leading, but Gérard had moved up into
second place and Dobson had dropped
back to sixth. On the third lap Gérard
took the lead, with Chinetti second,
Wimille third, Mazaud fourth and ILe
Begue fifth,

Lapping at 93 m.p.h.,, Gérard went
right ahead on the new Delage, driving
superbly and cornering with all his well-
known vigour. Wimille passed Chinetti
for a few minutes, but before the first
hour was out he had fallen back to fourth
place behind Mazaud and Paul on their
Delahayes, who were lying second and
third respectively, while Chinetti was
fifth, Heldé sixth and Le Bégue seventh,

Then Mazaud decided to set about
Gérard. Lap by lap he gained on the
blue Delage, and soon after six o'clock
he caught up and passed it. In doing so
he broke the previous lap record ol
5 minutes 18 seconds, set up by Benoist
on a 3.8-litre Bugatti in 1937, with a
new time of 5 minutes 12,1 seconds
(96 m.p.h.) which is pretty good going
for an unblown 384-litre car.

We will leave Mazaud and Gérard
fighting it out for a moment, and see how
the other people were getting on, The
biggest surprise came when the single
Adler (the second one had blown up in
practice) came into the pits after 45
minutes and retired with an unspecified
mechanical trouble, Selsdon made a
quick stop at the pits for some sort of
consultation, and Heldé was at the pits
for some time while a broken push-rod
was replaced. Dobson was going nicely,
not hurrying, and was lapped by Gérard
in 18 laps. Sommer came into the pits
with the Alfa, which had been running
extraordinarily quietly, at a lap speed
of 88 m.p.h. to change some plugs, and
at his refuelling stop after 24 laps the car
was stationary for an hour while the gasket
was changed. The necessary seat adjust-
ments to allow for the difference in height
of Sommer and “ Bira "' were made, and
the Siamese took over. In practice he
had suffered from car-sickness and an
electric fan had been installed to assist
ventilation.

At about this time Charles Faroux
appeared with the black flag and waved
it at Tremoulet’s Darracq. But he
neglected to hold up the car’'s number,
and Tremoulet took no notice. Several
times he came by while everyone in his
pit, including the very charming Mme,
Forestier, stood up and vyelled at him.
At last he came in, and then it was seen
that his car was fairly dripping with
oil, which had been making things very
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difficult for other drivers all round the
course.,  So difficult, indeed, that poor
little Mme. Itier crashed quite badly
at Arnage, turning her Simca-Fiat right
over and giving hersell painful bruises and
no less painful <hock. Another Simca-
Fiat came to grief on the curve bevond the
pits, the driver being Briellet, who won
the 1,100 c.c. class in the T.T. at Doning-
ton last year. The car clipped the inside
of the corner, swung round sideways,
travelled like that for some distance

(miraculously not turning over) fetched
up against the outside fence with such a
thud that Breillet was hurled out of the
cockpit, and then bounced back into the
fairway, which is fortunately very wide
at this point,

MOTOR SPORT

At about 11 o'clock we took a few lap
times, with the following results : Wimille
(Bugatti), 5.3¢ (90.362 m.p.h.); Gérard
(Delage) 5.27 (92.296 m.p.h.); Dobson
(Lagonda) 6.0 (83,836 m.p.h.); and Lord
Waleran (l.agonda), 6.11 (81.35 m.p.h.).

When we left the stands last night
Raymond Sommer was in at the pits
again with the Alfa-Romeo, this time
pouring buckets of water over 1its rear
brakes, from which clouds of steam arose.
Then we made our way to the car park
and drove hy devious ways to Arnage.
Here there was a good crowd lining the
fence beside the road, and the cars made
a fine sight as they braked for the corner
and swung into the straight back to White
House and the pits. The Bugatti was
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. C. T. Clark and Marcus

Chambers, in spite of having its speed reduced by wminor engine irouble, during the
last two hours of the race.

Night fell with a tremendous scrap still
going on between the Gérard-Monneret
Delage, the Mazaud-Mongin Delahaye
and the Chinetti-Mathieson Darracq,
all of which led in turn as the refuelling
stops altered the order. The lights in the
pits were switched on, and electric
torches flashed at drivers who failed to
turn on their headlights at .30 At 10
o’clock, after a quarter of the race, the
order was :

1. Chinetti-Mathieson (Darracq), 65 laps.

2. Mazaud-Mongin (Delahaye), 218, behind,

3. Gerard-Monneret (Delage), 23,98, behind.

4. Wimille-Veyron (Bugatti), 1 lap behind.

5. Lover-Hug (Delage), 2 laps behind.

6. Contet-Brunet (Delahaye), 3 laps behind.

7. Chaboud-Giraud-Cabantous ( Delahaye), 3 laps
behind.,

8. Dobson-Brackenbury (Lagonda), 4 laps behind.,

0. Le Begue-Levegh (Darracq), O laps behind.
10. Villeneuve-Bilolay (Delahaye), 6 laps behind,
11. Chotard-Seviair (Delahave), 6 laps behind,
12. Selsdon-Waleran (Lagonda), 6 laps behind.,

using its spotlight, and very effective it
seemed in illuminating the inside of the
right-hand swerve before the headlights
had time to shine round the corner, We
stumbled along in the pitch darkness to
the preceding corner, called Indianopolis
owing to its brick surface, and this was
even better, for the cars approached it
faster. Back at Arnage we had a final
drink in a crowded tent lit by oil-lamps,
and so back to bed at l.e Mans,

We returned to the course next morning
wondering what we cshould find, There
was lots of news when we got there,
Most important of all was the fact that
the Delage was now leading by a street
from the Bugatti, and was still going like
a flash. But the two others of the four
leading cars of the night before were
both out of the race, At about 2 o'clock
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LES 24 HEURES DU MANS—continued

the Mazaud-Mongin Delahaye took fire
while it was approaching the pits from
the White House. The driver kept going,
realising that his only hope lay in reach-
ing fire-extinguishers. He pulled up in
front of the Morgan pits, but it was too
late. He himself was unhurt, but the fire
had taken such a hold that it was all
people could do to stop the petrol tank
from blowing up, let alone save the car.

This retirement had altered the position
of the leaders a bit, and at 4 a.m. twelve
hours after the start and half-way through

the race, the order had been -

1. ﬁeg:rd-Monneret (Delage), 129 laps in 11h.
552.' ggth'teson-cmnem (Darracq), 128 laps in 11h.

m, .

3. Wimille-Veyron (Bugatti), 128 laps in 11h.

H6m. 13s, |
Loyer-Hug (Dela e’), 2 laps behind.

Contet-Brunet (Delahaye), 7 laps behind.

Dobson-Brackenbury (Lagonda), 8 laps behind.,

Selsdon-Waleran ( nda), 11 laps behind.

) Prilr)lec!c; iI;ld(-.httumberg L ppe-Wenncher (B.M.W.)
ps .

9. Villeneuve-Biolay (Delahaye), 14 laps behind.
10, Roese-Heinemann (B.M.W.), 15 laps behind.
11. Walker-Connell (Delahaye), 15 laps behind.
12. Briem-Scholz (B.M.W.), 15 laps behind.

There had been another accident in the
night, and one which might have been
very serious. Belle-Croix had for some
unaccountable reason swerved while
travelling fast along the tree-lined stretch
of road at the beginning of the Mulsanne
Straight. A hub-cap touched on the
the trees, which are extremely thick and
strong at this point, and the car spun
round, Why it didn't hit another tree
is a miracle. Instead, it plunged between
two of them, careered along, turned over,
and crashed through a garden up against
the wall of a house. Belle-Croix was
taken to hospital at I.e Mans, and the
worst was feared. However, it turned
out that he was not badly hurt at all,
Lucky man,

The next big change in the order was
cuased by Mathieson’s retirement. One
of his tyres lost a big chunk out of its
tread, and at Terte Rouge, where the new
road joins up with the main Tours road,
the weakened tyre gave way under the
strain, The Darracq skidded across the
road smack into a sandbank. There was
a report that the Loyer-Hug Delage was
on the scene at the same time, but was
struck by the Darracq, but Mathieson
could not confirm this, He pluckily
got out and began the terrible job of
digging the car free of the sand, Even-
tually he succeeded, and then he changed

SERTS
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the wheel. At last he set off once more,
but at the end of the Mulcanne Straight
he came to rest with mechanical trouble—
bad luck after so much work.

This left the Delage safely in the lead,
a lead which was increased still more
when the Bugatti stopped somewhere
on the circuit with a broken wheel,
limped back to its pits, and was there
for ten minutes before restarting. Arthur
Dobson also had quite a long pit stop
in order to have his clutch adjustment
attended to.

The Alfa-Romeo was still going, but
at about 11 o'clock " Bira’’ came in
and the car was finally abandoned.
Tommy Wisdom and Scott had also with-
drawn their Singer, for a most unfor-
tunate reason. The pit fuel tank was
full of rust and filth (as indeed were all
of them, which was a bad thing) and a
lot of it got into the Singer’s fuel system.
In cleaning this out they lost so much
fuel that the car ran out of petrol after
doing 23 of its specified 24 laps allowed
between each refuel. 7The Aston-Martin
went sick with valve trouble, and it was
decided to keep going on three cylinders
in the hope of qualifying. 7The Morgan
and the H.R.G. were still going strong,

Twelve o’clock came, four hours to go,
and with it a dramatic change in the
outlook. At this time the race seemed
a certainty for the Gérard-Monneret
Delage, which was nearly two laps ahead
of the Bugatti. True, Wimille had speeded
up a bit, and was clipping off about 3
seconds a lap from the Delage's lead,
but he could never hope to win at that
rate. Then the Delage pulled into the

pits. The bonnet was raised, plugs

changed, and the car set off again—mis-
firing. Into the pits on the next lap, a
consultation, and the seconds ticked by.
The Bugatti had already gained one of
its laps, and now it was due round again,
The big blue car came into sight, swished
up the straight and past the stationary
Delage to take the lead. Gérard got going
again, but still misfiring, and the most
he could hope for now was second place,

There is little more to record. The
H.R.G., after a splendid run, developed
engine trouble a couple of hours from the
end, but it kept going as the leader of
the 1,500 c.c. class. The Morgan was
quite monotonously consistent. And
here it is time we said something about
the Simca-Fiats of Gordini, one of which
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he drove himself, which were doing simply
amazing things, lapping at about 80
m.p.h. The B.M.W.s, too, were mar-
vellous, the little streamlined saloon
being the faster of the trio and frequently
lapping at 87-88 m.p.h.

And so the end came, rather incon-
sequently, as is the way with I.e Mans,
without any chequered flag for the winner,
but a quiet flagging in of each and every
competitor as soon as the 24 hours was
up. The French crowd were obviously
delighted at the double French victory,
as well as with Gordini’s winning of the
Rudge Cup, but they gave a rousing cheer
to the I.agondas, the B M.W.s, the Aston-
Martin, the H.R.G. and its pipe-smoking
driver, and the unobtrusive little Morgan.

RESULTS

Grand Prix D’Endurance : 1, Wimille-Veyron
gtexgattl). 2,083 miles at 86.8 m.p.h, (New record.
vious best 85.13 m.p.h.): 2, Gerard-Monneret
Delage), 85.7 m.p.h.; 3, Dobson-Brackenbury
nd&() 83.6 m.p.h.; 4, lord BSelsdon-Lord
eran nda), 83.3 m.%l.; b, Prince Schaum-
berg-Lippe-Wenscher (B.M. .;, 82.5 m. et 6
Villeneuve-Biolay (Delahaye); 7, Roese-H
B.M.Wg' SwWa.lker-Con (Delahaye) ; 9, Breim-
gcholz( M. L 10 Gordlnl-Scamn(imwoodJ'M;
11, Chotard-Seylair (Delahaye) ; 12, Morris-G .
Hitchens (Aston-Martin); 13, Lapchin-Plantivaux
Simea-Fiat) ; 14, Clarke-Chambers %H.R.G.z; lbl
ite-Anthony (Morgan); 16 ernet-
SRﬂeyQ 17, rano-Louean lSimcs—Fiat); 18
ones-Wilkins gelgger) : 19 Alin-Alin (Bimm-l“h‘
$00). 20, Aime-Ledue (Simea-Fiat 500),
Rudge-Whitworth Biennial Cup : Gordini-Scaron
(Simca-Fiat).
Class Results

Over b litres :1, Wimille-Veyron g’..s supercharged
Bugatti), 2,083.3 miles, (86.8 m.p.h.)

: 1, Dobson-Brackenbury (4,480 e.e.
Lagonda), 2,000.5 miles, (83.5 m.&lox.); 2, Belsdon-
Waleran (4,480 c.c. Lagonda), 1,999.4 miles, (83.8
m.x_;.h.); 3, Walker-Connell (3,575 c.c. Delaham;
1,875.9 miles (78.1 m.p.h.): 4, Chotard-Sey
(belahaye), 1703.3 miles (70.9 m'lz)b%');

S-litres : 1, Gerard-Monneret (2081 c.c- Delage),
2,056.9 miles (85.7 m.p.h.).
2-litres : 1, Schaumberg- lgpe-Wenacher 1,976
e.c. BMW,), 1,080 miles (82.5 m.p.h.); 2, Roese-
Heinemann (1,076 c.c. B.M.W.), 1,026.3 miles
(18(8)62 xﬁn.p.h.); ‘%.7I;riem-8§l;olz‘(l,§71o e.c. B.)l‘léw.),
- » mopo . : » mm, t“-.'
Goodall (1,960 c.c. Aston-Martin), 1654.1 miles

, Clark-Chambers (1,496 c.c. H. R.GG.)
miles (67 m.p.h.); 2, te-Anthony (1.10‘
6. Morgan), 1545.8 miles (64.4 m.p.h.): 8, Vernet-
Bodard (1,496 c.c. Riley) 1,509.4 miles (62.8 m.p.h.)

1,100 ec.e. 1, Gordini-Scaron (1,087 c¢.c. Simca-
Fiat), 1,780.7 miles (74.7 m.p.h.); 2, Lapchin-
Pnativaux (1,087 c.c. Simca- ), 1,638.2 miles

68.2 m.p.h.); 3, Camerano-Louveau (1,087 e.c,
imea-Fiat) 1,371.8 miles (57.1 m.p.h.); 4, Wilkins-
Jones (972 c.c. Singer), 1,206 miles (b4 m.g.b.).

750 c.¢. : 1, Alin-Alin (570 e¢.c. Simea-Fiat), 1,239.7
miles (51.6 m.p.h.); 2, Aime-Ledue (670 c.c. Simca-
Fiat), 1,232.1 miles (51.8 m.p.h.).

Fastest (record) : Mazaud (2,576 ¢.c. Delahaye),
bm, 12.1s., (96.74 m.p.h.)

SPORTS CARS UNDER £300
We have recently been giving some
E:ominence to new sports-cars coming
the under £300 category, as for a while
this was a rather neglected market. The
Sunbeam-Talbot Ten is an excellent
example of this class of car, the open
tourer being priced at /250 and the four-
door sports saloon at £265-—not inclusive
of the charming lady who occupies these
cars in the catalogue photographs.
There is also a very attractive Abbott
two-seater drophead cou'xln‘é on this chassis,
available at /295, hese Sunbeam-
Talbots are amongst the smartest small
cars on our roads. In the same price
class the 4/4 Morgans, of which a Le Mans
Replica model made best performance
in the Scottish Rally, is now available
with a new all-overhead valve engine, at

225 gns, for the coupé. The new engine
is a Standard production of 63.5 X100
mm,, and, with a compression-ratio of
6.8 to 1 it gives 88.8 b.h.p. at 4,500 r.p.m.
and a b.mle.p. of almost 120 Ib. per square
inch, while it runs up to 5,500 r.p.m.

We very much regret to announce
the death of Richard Seaman, the
most brilliant English driver since
the days of the late Sir Henry

Segrave, who died from his injuries

received in the Belgian G.P. on
Sunday the 25th of June. To his
wife and his relatives we offer our
deepest sympathies and profound
condolences.

BOOK REVIEW

The Brooklands Yzar Book-1939 (Brook-
lands Automobile Racing Club, 1/-).

This year’s edition of the B.AR.C.
Year Book matches previous editions and
contains a fund of information about
Brooklands Track, It is very mnicely
illustrated and well produced, and the
results of all the 1938 car events are
tabulated. Lap speeds are quoted for
the winners, of which Staniland’s 141.49
m.p.h. with the Multi-Union, Baker-
Carr’'s 181.76 m.p.h. with the Bentley-
Jackson, Duller’'s 129.08 m.p.h. with the
Duesenberg, Bertram's 128.08 m.p.h.
with the Bowler-Hoffman and Couper’s
124.51 m.p.h. with the Talbot, are high-
lights of the outer-circuit races.
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WINNING HABIT

E.R.A.s DO WELL IN NUFFIELD TROPHY, BUT NEW CAR A NON-STARTER

OR the second year in succession,
Prince “ B, Bira "’ of Siam won the
Nuffield Trophy Race at Donington

on June 10th with his EER.A. This was
the sixth occasion upon which the race
has been run, and each year victory has
fallen to an E.R.A., although this was the
first time that the race had been a scratch
event for 13-litre cars. In 1938 ** B. Bira ™
averaged 72.84 m.p.h., and this year his
winning speed rose to 75.87 m.p.h., in
the fastest race of the series.

' Bira "’ set up a notable record, for
he scored his fourth win, in consecutive
races. He had already won the Inter-
national Trophy, the Coronation Trophy,
and the sports-car Race at the Crystal
Palace.

Raymond Mays has begun well as an
independent driver—though one must
not forget his long career as an *' independ-
ent '’ before the E.R.A. was ever thought
of—for he followed his new record at
Shelsley Walsh by a steady drive to secure
second place in the Nuffield Trophy. Peter
Whitehead, after a bad start, did well to
secure third place.

There were only five non-starters out
of the entry of twenty-two cars, but these
five could ill be missed, for they were the
most interesting cars in the race. The
new E.R.A. had ““ blown up "’ in practice,
and frantic last minute work could not
prepare another engine in time. Another
casualty in practice was Reggie Tongue's
latest type MaSerati, while the two works
Maseratis had never appeared at all
Finally, R. E. Parnell’s new ““ Challenger '
was not ready.

Nevertheless, the field of seventeen
cars was enough for a fine spectacle,
including nine E.R.A.s, three privately
entered Maseratis, two Rileys, an M.G,,
a Brooke Special, and one of the 750 c.c.
Austins, lL.ord Austin himself, vice-
president of the Derby and District M.C.,
was among the spectators. The race
distance was approximately 200 miles,
or sixty-four laps.

Peter Whitehead, having secured the
front rank on the starting grid with his
E.R.A., had the bad luck to stall his engine
as the flag fell, and was left stationary
with cars darting by on all sides.
Mechanics, running out from his pit,
cranked the engine, it fired at once, and
Whitehead got awav about 200 yards
behind the field.

Percy Maclure’'s snpercharged Riley
was out in front, the driver, barcheaded as
usual, enjoying himself thoroughly.
Going like a rocket, he was building up
a nice lead from ' Bira,”" who, lying third
behind Ansell’s E.R.A. on the first lap,
was beginning to increase pace when
suddenly Maclure appeared no more.
After five brilliant laps gearbox trouble
had put him out at Coppice Corner,

Raymond Mays had started cautiously,
eschewing fireworks, but when " Bira =
took the lead was coming up nicely. to
follow in second place. He began to gain
slowly on the Siamese, but * Bira "
matched him with a further increase in
pace, and at ten laps led by 13 secs.

Whitehead had recovered splendidly
from his bad start. On the very first lap
he passed four cars, and on the next

F

ate up another two. Now he had actually
worked up to third position, and was only
33 secs. behind the leader.

Ansell and Robin Hanson, both with
E.R.A.s, were having a great fight for
fourth and fifth places. Ansell maintained
his lead for ten laps, but then Hanson got
in front. A, R. P. Rolt with his E.R.A.
was delayed by misfiring. In the early

stages of the race he had to stop to change

plugs no fewer than four times, causing

despair for Freddie Dixon in his pit.
The leading Maserati was that driven

after starting well, was troubled by escape
of the fuel feed pressure, but he was still
well up. Twice he had narrow escapes at
Red Gate Corner as he arrived in com-
pany with other cars, and once he had
to take to the grass, driving on with wheels
spinning for quite a distance.

Rolt’s pit stops had put him far behind,
but his car was now going better, and his
cornering was as exciting as ever. At
last he overdid things just past the
Stone Bridge, at the dangerous left hand
bend before Maclean's Corner, and hit

C. Pollock, who finished 6th, rounds Red Gate with his E. R. A.

by Charlie Dodson. The other two
Maseratis were scon in trouble Loyer,
the French driver, fell out with overheat-

ing, while Parnell, handling a Maserati
instead of the ‘ Challenger,”” suffered
piston trouble.

The Hon. Peter Aitken's KE.R.A.,

the bank. The E.R.A, leapt into the air,
but Rolt managed to retain control. He
drove round to his pit, where it was
found that the front axle had been
damaged, so Rolt had to retire.

Most of the cars stopped to refuel
after an hour and a half’s running, for
with modern engines even a 50 gallon
tank is scarcely sufficient for a 200 miles
race. But ‘' Bira "’ and Mays did not stop,
apparently trying to wear one another
out, At 20 laps Mays was only 12 secs.
behind, at 30 laps he was 16 secs. in
arrears, and at 40 laps the gap was still
only 21 secs.

A stop by ‘ Bira,”" therefore, might
have altered the whole position. But at
50 laps it was Mays who pulled in for
refuelling, and 29 precious seconds were
lost, rapidly as the men worked. Worse
still, when Mays came by mnext lap he
held up five fingers, and indeed it was
evident that the stop had unsettled his
engine, which was now running on five
cylinders.

With only a dozen laps to go, a further
stop would have put Mays right out of
the running, so he continued; but he
was now losing ground steadily to
“ Bira,”' who clearly had enough fuel for
the whole distance,

Whitehead was still in third place,
though he had never been able to make
any impression on the leaders. However,
he had a comfortable lead over Robin

(Continued on Page 220)
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SUPERCHARGED ROLLS-ROYCE
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DETAILS OF D. FITZPATRICK'S BLOWN 1926 “ PHANTOM |V

ENTION amongst enthusiasts of
supercharging a  Rolls-Royce

always arouses interest and dis-
cussion, because the Rolls-Royce Company
has never listed a blown car, although it
is no secret that such engines have been
assembled for experimental p ses 1n
the Derby factory before new models
have been finally decided u})on——the per-
formance and reliability of the present
" Phantom III "' Rolls-Royce is adequate
recommendation to the policy of not
making a supercharged engine.  So far
as we know the only supercharged car
of this world-renowned marque in use
is the 1926 “* Phantom 1’ saloon which
D. Fitzpatrick had Centric-supercharged
under the supervision of 1. C. McKenzie
some time ago, more or less for ' fun.”
It finished fourth in the Vintage S.C.C.
Welsh week-end event this year, and
definitely merits a brief description,

Students of motoring history may sug-
gest that we bave forgotten the remark-
able car which Amherst Villiers, who is
nowadays busy with the Villiers-Mays
light aero motor, produced some thir-
teen years ago. Actually, our reply is
that this car, although still in use, is no
longer supercharged. It was actually
one of the first of the “ Phantom 1"
cars and had a succession of Barker
bodies. Villiers made a big Roots
blower for it, very much like the famous
superchargers he later evolved for the
44-litre Bentley engine, and we believe
that it blew at about 8 Ib per square inch.
He also designed a very nice little four-
cylinder engine, of, we believe, 8.6 h.p.
and some 900 c¢.¢., which had o.h. valves
actuated by an o.h. camshaft. He
arranged this engine to drive the blower
and mounted the whole layout in a cradle
on the off side of the chassis, suspending
the cradle on a series of hydraulically-
damped links which transmitted the
weight to the opposite chassis side-
members to that on which the cradle was
mounted. The carburetter was arranged
to act normally or under pressure at
will, as on a Mercédés-Benz, the blower
blowing through it. When the driver
wished to use the blower he pressed a
separate starter button, started the
small engine, and so brought in the
blower. We understand that this com-
plicated layout was really beautifully
made, that the engine was properly
modified in respect of connecting-rods,
pistons, etc., to withstand supercharging,
and, in fact, that some /(10,000 was
spent on the car, irrespective of body-
work changes.

Villiers, so rumour says, even went so
far as to rig up a most complicated set
of electrical facia indicators relating to the
behavionr of every part of the installation,
though we helieve he never found time
to couple everything up. No wonder he
was wrathful when he discovered a
reference to the car as making more
noise than anything else, of being un-
reliable, and of having an Austin Seven
engine to drive its blower, in a weekly
motoring journal, after an experimental
vigit to Brooklands., At the time Villiers
argued that motoring papers had no right
to casually report happenings at the Track

on non-race days, when it was in use for
research, rather than for publicity, pur-
poses—an argument with which we are
in complete agreement. Actually,
Villiers" separate engine was super-
charged by the blower it drove and thus
contrived to retrieve some of the power
absorbed in driving the blower, while the
Rolls-Royce engine in any case gave
away none of its output for rotating the
blower—surely a very sound idea. The
car was built for Capt. Kruse and was
later owned by l.ady Dorothy Paget and
is still in service, but it is no longer blown,
so we can claim to be describing the only
supercharged Rolls-Royce in the notes
which follow, Fitzpatrick’s car is a
1926 ** Phantom 1’ which he has modemn-
ised and supercharged just as a bobby,
after having the car put into really good
order mechanically, The body is a par-
ticularly handsome two-door drophead,
with a low, single-pane screen, which
started life as a Weymann fabric body
on a 20 h.p. Rolls-Royce, and which was
converted to metal panelling and given
a new rear-truck by Cooper Motor Bodies,
of Puiney, about six years ago. The
floor was appreciably lowered, giving a
seating position that is not unlike that
of a modern Rolls-Royce, and the wheel
comes absolutely in the driver's lap.
The instruments are now all grouped in
a big, oval centre panel and include a
blower-pressure gauge, while disc wheels
further modernise the car. The original
33" X 5" covers have been replaced by
19" X7” tyres, and Houdaille hydraulic
shock-absorbers replace the R-R dampers.
Following a crash a deeper radiator with
flush-fitting * Phantom II "' shutters was
substituted for the original and the
exposed dumb-iron cross-tube was re-
placed by a neat dumb-iron apron, two
under apron cross members being used
in its place, one of which Mackenzie made
up from an old crankshaft. The honey-
comb went back 1” to take the shutters.

These modifications not only resulted
in an extremely handsome car, but
brought the road-holding up to quite
“ Phantom II "’ standards. Now as to
the supercharger. It is a huge Centric
vane-type compressor, Type 640G., with
a special extension to accommodate the
long drive-spindle. It is driven from the
crankshaft by twin belts, and the new
cross-member in the chassis was arranged
to permit easy withdrawal of the crank-
shaft: pulley. The blower is driven at
1.8 times engine speed and gives a maxi-
mum boost of 6 Ib per square inch, It
is very like the unit on Major Gardner’s
186 m.p.h, M.G. and was tacked on to the
Rolls in August 1938. It originally drew
from: two Solex carburetters set beneath
the casing, their flanges as a wide “ V,”
but acceleration faded at over 60 m.p.h.,
s0 two very large 1§” S.U. carburetters
were fitted, Mackenzie doing an excellent
job of work in accommodating them, also
m V" formation, without alteration
of the bonnet-—-the car carries only
R.A.C. and Vintage S.C.C. badges, and
Fitzpatrick did not wish to advertise the
blower’s presence. To do this bit of
stowage McKenzie uses slightly different
angles for the pipes, as between the front
and rear carbs.

The delivery pipe goes right up, over
the block, and joins an inverted R.-R.
inlet manifold on the near side at a flange
joint. The exhaust hranches have been
cut off at the ends and re-welded up to
make this juggling possible. At first
the blower pipe went through rather
involved contortions so as to join the
standard manifold where the R-R car-
buretter used to tack on—until Fitz-
patrick suddenly thought of inverting
the manifold. There are two blow-off
valves immediately on to the Dblower
casing, To huwmour the engine it was
given new valves, dome-headed, and
special Mackenzie pistons with crowns
2 mm, thicker thon usual, but weighing
3% oz. less. The head had formerly
been machined by about 4% in, and was
now copperised, the latter a great improve-
ment., So, instead of lowering the com-
Pression-ratio, it went up, as the old
‘Phantom I" had quite a moderate
ratio. The rear-axle, originally 8.4 to 1,
was replaced by an axle of 8.2 to 1, which
Rolls-Royce Itd. used to supply in
isolated cases to ‘* Phantom I " owners
who fitted two-seater bodywork. The
alterations in behaviour are very instruc-
tive.  The car now cruises at 75 m.p.h.,
which was about its former maximum,
and is much silkier at this speed. At
really low speeds the engine feels a
shade harsher, but there is no trace of
pinking and very little blower noise,
while top-gear running is improved, it
being possible to crawl at almost zero
m.p.h. in the highest ratio and build
strongly away, Warming-up and start-
ing are unaffected and you cannot hear
the engine at all when idling. We are
told that the pick-up beats a 4}-litre
Bentley and in town, only going up to
3 1Ib boost, it certainly is bomb-like.
Discol fuel is used, but National Benzole
is possible, and the car is giving 10
m.p.g. against 13 m.p.g. with the Solex
layout and 10-12 m.p.g. unblown—and
the final needle combination is still being
sought. We believe that in spite of its
excellent construction it is impossible
to make a ' Phantom I" rev. very
willingly because of the camshaft shape,
and for this reason a 1935 “ Phantom
II"”" camshaft may ultimately be em-
ployed. At present an improvement
in torgque has been efiected, and the per-
formance increase would be greater if
an axle ratio even higher than 8.2 to 1
could be used. One very interesting
point is that, after supercharging, the
autovac, which is over the rear exbaust
pipe, began to boil, a trouble never
previously experienced and due solely
to the increase in heat-flow—which may
explain a whole Jot to those who have
tacked boost on to expensive engines and
found that standard bits and pieces have
objected in an expensive way,

In conclusion, Fitzpatrick has a very
unusual car, albeit one of quietly hand-
some external appearance, pleasantly
disguising its increased potency. The
car is a credit not only to McKenzie's
Garages, but to the Rolls-Royce Company,
who put such excellent workmanship
and materials into the “ Phantom I”
as to permit of this drastic experimen-
tation with a thirteen-year-old-example.




JuLry, 1939

’ . 8
\

!.‘_“

\.w‘]‘:l' .

A S ) xy
v - \"' ) w“ '(;0

‘) ﬁ-"- 7 ﬁ!"\.w\ ’ b' "' """‘4.{"

‘N ” * y » ' } 9.4 f .h 5.‘._ "‘.‘f' » ) _.v l‘ '

Catalogue-Car Contests

E come now to two classic sports-car races, and
W there 1s no gainsaying the growing interest

in, and importance of, these events, First,
we have the Light Car Club’s Three Hour Sports-Car
Race at Brooklands on July 22nd, which gains much
by the decrease in long-distance races at Weybridge
this year—the J.C.C. has definitely abandoned the
200 Miles Race—so that one hopes a better crowd
will attend this time, and that a bigger entry will come
in ; fifteen cars ran in the first race of this series last
year, The regulations remain much as before, but
there are now four categories (up to 1,100 c.c, ; 1,101—
1,600 c.c.; 1,501—2,750 c.c. and 2,751—unlimited
c.c.), and the handicap gives ten credit laps, six,
two and nil, respectively, for each category. ‘There
are first, second and third prizes in each class, the
Handicap prize, a One-Make team prize, and a Club
team prize, I really think the I.C.C. deserves great
credit for wording the regulations so that non-standard
cars appertaining to road-equipped racing bolides
really will be excluded. For example, pump fuels only
may be used and the brand has to be specified on the
entrv form. Then cars must have bodvwork which
conforms with catalogue specification both internally
and externally (so much more sensible than a mass
of minimum and maximum dimensions) and must
have a real hood, while engines can only be started,
and restarted after a pit-stop, on the starter. What 1s
more, compression-ratio, carburetters, ignition system
(except for special plugs), fuel tank and feed, lubrication
system including sump size, shape and material,
material and design of cylinder head, induction-
system, exhaust system including silencer, gear-
ratios, and general chassis details, may not depart
one iota from catalogue specification. That is really
excellent, providing no one beats the scrutineers.
Incidentally, the dodge of getting a special car in by
printing a special catalogue for it 1s guarded against
by Rule 8, which says that the race is for types which
have been produced in ** reasonable numbers as a man-
ufacturer’s catalogued model,”” and by a clause 1n
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Rule 4 which announces that ‘‘ the decision of the
scrutineer is final, and the Club reserves the right to
exclude any car which, in its opinion is not within
the spirit of the regulations.”” Which is a very genuine
attempt to get a race for genuine standard or near-
standard sports-cars which are quite practicable
everyday touring and town cars, and which shows that
this object should be possible if you have the courage
of the Light Car Club in wording your regulations.
Indeed, the only alterations which seem to be possible
relate to the use of non-standard crankshafts, cam-
shafts and valves, which would not be of much avail
in conjunction with normal fuel and standard compres-
sion-ration and carburetters. So often organisers
allow bigger or additional carburetters to be used
and then the ordinary owner has the unhappy feeling
that a considerable increase in performance attri-
butable to this alteration alone has been realised in
the competing cars, and at a cost that to him 1s by no
means inconsiderable. So I am glad that the 1.C.C.
will have none of it. They permit non-catalogue
brake linings and shock-absorbers, probably because
these are factors which affect the safety of the car
racing over the sinuous Campbell circuit, and they
allow racing tvres to be used which are a size above or
below standard if the exact equivalent is unobtainable
—that, again, i1s wise, because racing tyres are to be
encouraged in a race of this sort, and one size larger
or one size smaller cannot maternally alter the gear-
ratio. Copper-plating of cylinder heads 1s also per-
mitted, but I presume only to enable those owners
to enter who have already had such work done and
who would be loth to change it or to buy a new head,
and who, by this ruling, will only need to put in a
standard gasket or a suitable compression plate—
copperising is usually done only in conjunction with an
increase of compression-ratio, and I do not imagine
it will be of any particular advantage when the ratio
has been brought back to standard. The only rule I do
regret 18 that barring supercharged cars. Not that
there are many catalogue blown jobs now in existence
but it may lose the race a few Alta, Alfa-Romeo
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RUMBLINGS —continued
and Bugatti 57SC entries. Surely, if the

scrutineers can cope with the regulations as drawn up
to apply to unblown cars they could do so in respect of
cars having left the works in blown form when origin-
ally delivered ? Apart from which, a most interesting
and valuable race should result and I confess I am
anxious to know whether the Delahaye, Darracq and
Delage cars which ran in the Invitation Road-Car Race
at the B.A.R.C. meeting on Whit-Monday will come
in under these rules. Entries are limited to thirty
cars and close on July 8rd at single fees and on July
10th at late fees. The race starts at 2.30 p.m. on July
22nd.  There are only trophies as prizes, but the
Prestige possibilities should entice works entries
nevertheless, and amateurs should come in for the
joy of the dice at what are quite reasonable entry fees.
Full details from A. E. S. Curtis, at * Levallon,”
Longdown I.ane South, Ewell, Surrey (Epsom 9110).
The Stewards are ““ Sammy ” Davis and W. E. A.
Norman.

The other important British sports-car race is the
R.A.C. Tourist Trophy, second only to the Le Mans
24 Hour Race. It is due to be contested on September
2nd, at Donington. The regulations are much more
lenient than those governing the L.C.C. event, because
the R.A.C. seeks to encourage experimentation. There
is quite a lot to be said for this line of thought, which
also holds good at I.e Mans. I remember going down
to Feltham some years ago and coming upon the team
of Ulster Aston-Martins which had just returned from
winning the much-covetted Team Prize in the ArdsT.T.
Those responsible for the team just would not be drawn
into an argument as to how far, and in what ways,
the cars differed from the production “ Ulster "’ cars,
but what they were pleased about was that the cars
had all been driven to the docks and back and could
be regarded as quite reasonable road cars, which a
short run in one of them convinced us was very true.
Now obviously cars such as these, of very great per-
formance, vet able to use pump fuel, normal plugs,
run comfortably at low speeds and not shock the
the driver and/or police in built-up areas, are of
considerable interest to quite a few enthusiasts.
Consequently, the makers not only learn certain
valuable lessons about things they may desire to know
before modifying the production models for next
season, but they are likely to be able to sell the vic-
torious cars, even a few replicas if they are lucky
to intrigued and wealthy sportsmen. Whereas such
people seldom have any interest in rough, noisy,
temperamental road-equipped racing-cars such as used
to qualify to run in lots of Continental, so-called-sports-
car, events. In addition, the T.T. caters for the small
firm about to enter the sports-car market but not
building a very definite catalogue line, as yet, while
bigger manufacturers can claim that the cars are
sufficiently sports-cars to add prestige to the stamina
of their production models, even if, unlike the I..C.C.
race, the T.T. is no fair basis for a comparison of
catalogue-car performance. So the T.T. is a most
useful and important event, though it is curious that,
in spite of modifications permitted, superchargers
are quite definitely, like the Gradua gear of old,
barred. One wonders whether the organisers fear
that racing-type cars will slide in if they allow super-
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chargers, or whether they feel that everything else
will be outclassed against even reasonably-standard
blown machinery! At I.e Mans, standard puffers
are allowed. One possible, but I believe untried,
means of putting a damper on racing-type entries
wotld be to start all cars from stone-cold and to forbid
a complete change of plugs, either throughout the race,
or before a given distance—it might be permissible
to change not more than one plug at a time, so nec-
essitating four stops in the case of a four-cylinder
car that attempted to warm-up on plugs too soft to
withstand full bore. I know that advances in fuels
and in plug-design have made even quite high-revving,
high-compression (in fact, semi-racing) engines much
less faddy in this particular respect in recent years,
but it might play havoc with cars force-induced to
a naughtily, non-catalogue degree. However, it
must be emphasised that there is no need of this ruling
in the T.T., in which again (and also at Le Mans)
pump fuel is obligatory. Iast year's ruling aneant
minimum weight and wheelbase 1n relation to engine
size, A.I.LA.C.R. bodywork, and one carburetter per
pair of cylinders remain. Cars which have run in a
Formula G.P. are no longer barred, so the V12
Delahayes may run this time. The small cars get an
easier handicap—1,100 c.c. 16 credit laps, 1l4-litres
9, 2-litres 5, 8-litres only one, and over 8-litres on
scratch. The race is over 312 miles and the winner
now gets the Trophy and [200, with £100 for second
place and £75 for third place. Class winners: £50
each. Details from the R.A.C., Pall Mall, I.ondon,

S.W.1.
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Lord Austin (ce;zfﬁre’)—ld.’king lo Siy Algernon Guinness (left) at
the Nuffield Trophy Race.
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A “_ ..livelier acceleration and
increased power is obtained when
Ethyl is used ”

SIR MALGOLM CAMPBELL
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up hills on top!”
said the Scratch Man
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ESSD ETHYL— The horse-power basis of taxation in Great Britain makes . o
THE PETROL for small engines of high-compression. Esso Ethyl is a
THAT STOPS vital necessity for all high performance engines. Ity Esso

MUFFLED Ethyl next time you fill up. An improvement is certain—

PINKING often it is an amazing one,

THE OVAL GLOBE—YOUR
GUARANTEE OF QUALITY
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AJOR DOHMER, manager of
M Nurburg Ring, paid a brief visit

to England last month. Arriving
just before Whitsun, he went down to
Brooklands on the Saturday to see the
practising, and was taken round the track
to wvarious viewpoints by Mr. Percy
Bradley in the latter’'s Bentley. With
him were his son and Mr, Seydel, general
representative of the German Railways
in this country.

On the actual race day the party was
conducted round the circuit to watch the
racing by Sir Malcolm Campbell, and
Major Dohmer expressed his admiration
of the track facilities.

On the following day a few members
of the British Press were invited to meet
Major Dohmer over a cocktail in the Pall
Mall offices of the German Railways.
Major Dohmer does not speak English,
so he addressed his guests in German,
and a translation of his statement in
English wag given out. Omne paragraph,
in particular, was of great interest, for
it threw official light for the first time
on a subject which has long been dis-
cussed and argued in Britain. Explain-
ing the reasons for the remarkable vic-
tories of German racing cars during recent
years, Major Dohmer said :

“Since 1933 Korpsfuhrer Huhnlein
has been responsible for the whole of
German motor sport. All organisations
concerned do their utmost to further th

interests of motoring. b

_— » o

“The Govermment aids the industry
by means of subsidies, nol only to the jac-
tovies, but also for the i1mprovement of
vacing civeuits, in particular the Nurburg
Ring. ‘The fectories have large depart-

ing, Johnny Wakefield declared his
intention of going out to Italy and
investigating the possibilities of the four-
cylinder sixteen valve Maserati. The next
thing that was heard of him was that he
had beaten up the leading Italian drivers—
including the Maserati team—in the
Princess of Piedmont Cup Race at Naples,
and he followed this up with an easy vic-
tory in the Picardie Grand Prix a week
later.

The Naples race was in the nature of a
try-out, and seldom has a trial run had
a more satisfactory conclusion, It started
with Rocco, on one of the works Maseratis,
going into the lead for about a dozen laps,
Wakefield was feeling his way, not far
behind, but both he and Rocco dropped
a place when Villoresi, on the second
works car, swept past into the lead on
the twentieth circuit. Wakefield went
after him, passed Rocco, and was only
4 secs. behind Villoresi, when the latter
stopped for fuel,

There followed a muddled period when
all the drivers came into refuel one after
another, but when it was all over Wake-
field and Villoresi resumed their titanic
battle for the lead. After three-quarters
ot the race, the Englishman had an advan-
tage of a second, and he was breaking the
lap record time and time again.,

The Italian made a tremendous effort
towards the end but met with misfor-

AFT ER the last Crystal Palace meet-
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NURBURG RING CHIEF IN LONDON

ments which are concerned solely with
the construction of racing cars and special
sections whose job it is to visit and study
the principal racing events.”

The italics, of course, are ours.

Then followed a film-show which
included a number of excellent sequences
taken at Avus, the Ring, Hohenstein
(motor-cycles), Monza, Livorno, Monte
Carlo, Donington and the Grossglockner.
The cutting of the films was frst-rate,
giving a great sense of drama to the
races and pit-stops.  Possibly the best
part of the whole show was the film show-
ing the fire which forced Von Brauchitsch
out of the German Grand Prix last year,
when he was narrowly leading from Sea-
man. The sequence opened with a close-
up of Seaman’s face while his car was
being refuelled. He looks along the track,
to the pit where Von Brauchitsch has
also stopped (although we cannot see the
latter’s car.) Suddenly a look of amaze-
ment comes over Seaman’s face. He
stares, scarcely able to believe his eyes.
He frowns, and looks again, completely
absorbed—until at last the camera
switches round to the scene that has held
Seaman’s attention so rigidly for the
past thirty seconds. Then we see the
spurt of flame at the tail of Von
Brauchitsch's car; Neubauer leaping
forward and pulling the driver bodily out
of the cockpit on to the ground; Von
Brauchitsch jumping to his feet with arms
ablaze, beating out the flames with his
hands ; and finally the heroic moment
when he climbs back into the car, which
is covered with white foam, and drives
slowly off, It is all a most graphic record
of an historic moment in motor-racing.
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During the film show Major Dohmer and
his son distributed interesting souvenirs of
the visit in the form of Nurburg Ring
postcards stamped with three new Ger-
man stamps—one showing the first motor-
car, another with two racing-cars hurtling
along with the Nurburg castle ruins in the
background, and a third illustrating the
Volkswagen, The stamps were franked
with the Eifelrennen postmark, (the Ring
has its own post office) and a set of three
new stamps was also given to each visitor.

Here are some interesting facts
about the Ring, It was built during the
vears 1925-27 at a cost of 15 million
Reichsmarks, It has a total length of
over 17§ miles and is 26 feet wide, except
at the starting and finishing area. which is
66 feet wide, The circuit is divided into
three sections, or loops ;: the North Loop
(about 13 miles), the South Loop (44

miles), and the start and finish loop (13 .

miles) which connects the two together.
Nowadays only the Northern and start
and finish loops are used for motor-races,
The track waries in height from 1,051
feet above sea level at its lowest point
to 2,030 feet at its highest. The steepest
uphill section has a gradient of 1 in 6 and
the biggest dowmhill gradient is 1 in 9.
There are 174 bends, 89 of them being
left-handed and 85 of them right-handed.

The sharpest corner is the Karussell,
which has a radius of 105 feet, and the
longest absolute straight is the 5 furlongs
(1,100 feet) at the start and finish, There
is also a test hill with a gradient of about
1in 4. The main grandstand is 560 feet
long and seats 2,500 people. The track is
open for use by private motorists and
motor-cyclists every day as a general
rule, on payment of a small toll.

TWO CONTINENTAL WINS FOR
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