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Vettel: Aussie winner

By MattJames

. Ferrari gotoffto aflying
starttothe2018 F1 season
as a Mercedes blunder left
Lewis Hamilton trailing
home in second place.

Sebastian Vettel took his

. secondsuccessive victory

- W atAlbertParkasapotential
computer glitch meant that
| theMercbossesonthepitwall
didn’t cover off the Ferrari’s
potential of arapid pitstop
- under virtual safety
car conditions.

Merc chief Toto Wolff says
' theteam will stampoutany
such problemsin future. “It’s
P veryhardtotakebecause we
o _- had thepace,” added Wolff.

o “For whatever reason-and

weneedto ﬁnd outwhy-we
lostthe win.’
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German team promises to sharpen up after

WE WILL

By MattJames

Mercedes bosses say that they
will work flat-out to eradicate
a computer glitchwhichit
says was responsible for
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qualifying session to grab pole
position and led the early part
of therace before his pitstop on
lap 19, when he switched from
ultrasoft tosoft Pirelli tyres.
Atthatpoint,hehad an eight-
second gap over eventual
winner Sebastian Vettel.

However, a virtual safety car was
putinplaceonlap25torecover
Romain Grosjean’sabandoned
Haas, which had halted by the side
of thetrack asithad aloose wheel.
The VSC was thenreplaced by a
full safety car.

Vettel then took advantage and
was able tostop under the VSC
period. Hereturned toaction
ahead of Hamilton, whose
chance of the win was gone.

Had Mercedes been fully aware
of the threat, it could have asked
Hamilton topush ahead of any
potential safety car period to
puthimoutof reach of the
threat from Ferrari.

Wolff said: “Ithink we have a
software issue with the VSCdata,
asituation that we haven’thad yet
withaspecial constellation of cars
ontrack, one goingin high speeds
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Vettel and Ferrari
win in Australia

LOEB ON GITROEN
WRC RETURN

and oneinslow speeds. The gap
that we needed was wrongly
calculated by the systems.

“I'think we haveabug
somewhere thatsaid 15seconds
iswhat youneed. It should have
been enoughbutitwasn’t.

“Wethought wehad abouta
three-second margin.Idon’t
know what happened to [those
seconds], weneed toask the
computers. Whether wehada
software problem somewhere,
weneed tofixit.”

Despite the blow of losing the
race, Wolff and Hamilton were
confident thatthe Mercedes
W09 would have the pace to battle
atthe very front this season.

“It’sveryhard totake because
we had the pace,” added Wolff.
“For whatever reason, we need
tofind out, welost the win.”

Chancing Horse
Vettel only found himself ina
position to get ahead of Hamilton
duetothetimingof the safety car—
otherwise, it waslikely that the
Ferrari would have finished
eveninsecond place.

The German had qualified
inthird place but was seven
tenths of asecond away from
Hamilton’s pole and ran behind
histeam-mate Kimi Raikkonen
intheearly stages.

Vettelmade up ground despite
runninglonger on the ultrasoft

Vettel’s stop helped him to
leapfrog leader Hamilton

tyresearly onintheracetoenable
himto jump the earlier-stopping
sister Ferrari, and then took
advantage of the error by
Mercedesto claim his second
successive Australian GP victory.
Four-time champion Vettel
said heacknowledged that the
victory was “lucky”.
“If youlook at the gaps the
whole weekend, we arenot yet
atruematch [for Mercedes],” he
said. “This point we know that
wearenot yet where we want tobe,
because we want to be fastest. We
stillhad enough pace tostay ahead
and make it very difficult for

onwhenTIhitthebrakesand
turnin, andinthat window I'm
not yet happy.
“So,it’'salwayssortof a
compromise, becauseit’sour
jobtodrivearound the problems
that we have. Ifeel alsoif we
cangeton top of that, [T will]
feelmore confident. It makes
abigdifference.”

Hamilton dejected
Reigningtitle-holder Hamilton
said thathe was confused why he
wasn’t given the message to push
earlierintherace,andsaid he
would wait for team investigations

41 . [Lewis Hamilton] to be close and totryandfigure out exactly
Thl S has trytodosomething[duringthe what had happened.
latter period of therace]. It didn’t “They [the team] don’t fully

been hard

look like there was a whole train

understand it still, so they couldn’t
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Hamilton loses Australian Grand Prix

RGEDES

STAMP OUT FUTURE ERRORS

thefirst pitstop [if theteam
hadtold himheneeded tobe
to cover off any threat].”

“There were somany good
things we could have done, but
if onethingistelling youone
thing, and you think you’re doing
ittothebook, within thelimits,
then there’snothing youcando.”

Hamilton also hitoutat the
technology usedin F1andsaid
he would rather the decision to
pushhard orto conserve was
the choice of the driversrather
thanacomputer’s.

“Iwishit was morein my hands,
becauseIfeellikel wasdrivingas

good asevertoday,” said Hamilton.

“Everyoneintheteamisfeeling
it,but there’s somuch great work,
there’s somuch positivity to take
forward with us.

“Westill got second place today.
Itfeelslikeadark cloud, butit’s
stilla positive result. We’ve got
agreat car, we are still the world
champions, and with a couple
of adjustments we can win the
nextrace.Ibelievethat.”
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Pit blunder stopped

Hamilton winning

Alonso hails a ‘morale-hoosting’ run from McLaren-Renault

McLaren scored more than one-third of
itsentire 2017 points total after what
Fernando Alonso described asamorale-
boostingresultin Australia.

Alonso took his Renault-powered MCL33
tofifth place while Belgian team-mate
Stoffel Vandoorne was ninth in Melbourne.

Aftertheteam’s struggles with
troublesome Honda powerplants for the past
three years, Alonso said he wasrelieved to
beback in the mix fighting with other cars.

“Itwasagoodraceandagoodstart,”
hesaid. “It’salways much better for team
moraletostart onagoodresult. We knew
[on Saturday] thatthe
race pace was probably
stronger than the
qualifying pace.

“Itwas greattosee both
McLarensin the pointsin
thefirstraceandalsoto
beable tofight, wheel-to-
wheel, with other cars.

“Weareabletodefend,

thingsthatin thelast couple of years we
werenotable [todo],soit’sgoingtobe
much more funthis year.”

While Alonso suggested a top-five finish
was apossibility after qualifying, he did admit
that his final position was slightly fortuitous.

“Obviously today we got lucky with the two
Haasretirements, and Carlos [Sainz Jr]
had aprobleminTurn9, and then there
was a safety car and we overtook [Max]
Verstappen,” added Alonso. “Solet’s say that
four or five places were just because the
conditions werein our favour. But we did
nomistakes, we capitalised on everything,

and [it was a] perfectjob
fromtheteam.”
McLaren picked up

12 pointsfor thefinishes
in Australiaandis
already infourth place
in the constructors’
standings. Last

season, the Woking
operation collected

weareabletoattack, Alonso was encouraged 30pointsin total.

STRALIANGPD > D PAG




4 MARCH 28 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

<. BY JAMES

AUSTRALIAN GP REPORT . s

As a computer glitch spoiled Lewis’s hopes in Australia, Ferrari pounced

VEITEL -~

SPOILS HAMILTON'S PARTY . 5

Vettel was ready to
celebrate after win

he man who

was partying

on Sunday night

in Melbourne

was Ferrari’s

Sebastian Vettel.

He had benefited
from a moment of good fortune
totake thefirst victory of the
season, ahead of his title-rival
Lewis Hamilton and team-mate
KimiRaikkonen.

After qualifying, thisrace should
have been comfortably won by
Hamilton. The superiority of his
Mercedes was evident asa perceived
‘party mode’ on hisengine settings
netted him pole —and on Sunday he
converted thatintoan earlylead.

Butastherace wasneutralised by a
virtual safety car, Ferrariseized on
the opportunity to pit Vettel and reduce
the timelost on changing his fourtyres.

2018: Mercedes, Ferrariand Red Bull,
but for now, it’sa continuation of
where we finished '17—-game on
between Hamilton and Vettel.

Qualifying
The 12minutes of Q3,1ate on Saturday
afternoon, was the moment we had
been waitingfor since the 2018 cars
were unveiled six weeks earlier. Who
exactly had theadvantage? What was
the competitive peckingorder? Finally,
the stopwatch would prove whohad
donethebestjoboverthe winter.
Hamilton had been quickest on
hisfirstrunin Q3, with Vettel
fractionally behind, followed by
the Red Bull of Verstappen. The
gap between first and third was just
0.061 seconds—but surely there was
more to come from the Mercedes?
Unfortunately, there was only one
silver carin contention. The second

abouta ‘party mode’ function on his
Mercedes—-the moment the power
unitis cranked up to the maximum-—
and was that the reason his second run
was somuch quicker than his first?

“Icanassureyou, wedon’thavea
partymode,” hesaid. “Tuse the same
mode from Q2 tothe end of Q3. There
wasnoextrabutton.”

But Vettel couldn’tresist enquiring
about the slow pace of hisfirstrun:
“Then what were you doing before?”
asked the Ferrari man of Hamilton.

“Iwaswaitingtoputagoodlapin,”
responded the world champ, “to
wipe the smile off yourface...”

Vettel was then asked for areply:
“I'think what goes around comes
around. He’sfree tohave aparty
tonight and then hopefully Kimiand
myself will have a party tomorrow.”

When Lewis added that Kimi “parties
allthe time,” the stone-faced silence

Grosjean’s woe

e B e = 05°d chaos

Heemerged from the pitlane ahead of a
“gutted” Hamilton and held on.

WO09 of Valtteri Bottaswaslyingona
flat-bed trailer in pieces after hemade

from Kimi waspriceless...
Behind the top three, Verstappen was

Inthe Melbourne sunset, the Ferrari
man conceded he had been “lucky”,
whileat Mercedes there was adetailed
debrief taking place as they tried to
understand how they had lost thisrace.

“Wehavenoexplanation yet,” said
Mercedes team boss Toto Wolff shortly
aftertheflag, butadded thata software
programme had calculated they would
stillhave beeninthelead, if Vettelhad
pittedunder the VSC. “Analgorithm
was wrong,” admitted Wolff.

Huntingdown Raikkonen atthe
chequered flag was home favourite
Daniel Ricciardo, who had recovered
from afrustrating weekend tobe
within touchingdistance of the
podium. He was ahead of aresurgent
Fernando Alonsoin his McLaren-
Renault (sofar, sogood)and RBR’s

amistakeand smashedrearwardsinto
thebarriersat Turn 1. The Finnhad
dipped hisleft-rear wheel ontothe
wetgrass (alegacy of morningrain)
picked up aheap of wheelspin and
rotated hardinto the barriers,
bringingout theredflag.

Alittlelater herevealed he was sore
fromthe27gimpact. A dent, notonly
tohis car, buttohis confidence too.

With one Mercedes out of the way, it
was down to the Ferraris and Red Bulls
totakethechallenge to Hamilton on the
second and final run of Q3. Butsecond
time around, there wasno stoppingthe
Brit. Upby 0.441sin thefirst sector, that
grew t00.648s at the second split. The
opposition didn’t have an answer for
his pace: Hamilton had pole by 0.664s
from Raikkonen, followed by Vettel

fourth ahead of Ricciardo who was
fractionally behind his team-mate.
Butthelocal man was demoted three
places on the startinggrid thanksto
anindiscretion in Friday practice.

A piece of timing cable had worked
loose on the start-finishline bringing
outtheredflag. AsRicciardowas
driving through the high-speed Turn
11,itwasjudged by the stewards that
he had failed to slow sufficiently once
theredflaghad flown. The stewards
awarded him two penalty points on his
licence and a three-place grid drop. It
wasadecision he described on Friday
as “sh*thouse” and when hereiterated
theline on Saturday, amember of his
team suggested he “took amoment to
calmdown”.

Race
With alate start, there was plenty of
time for the Melbourne crowds to enjoy

Max Verstappen in sixth.
Itlooksasthough threeteamsare
capable of regularly scoring wins in

and Verstappen.
Inthe post-qualifying press
conference, Hamilton was asked

Verstappen spun
early in the race




the build-up to the main event. When it
finally reached 1610hrs, 20 halo-shod
F1carsformedonthestartinggridto
commence the 69th edition of the
world championship.

Asthey streaked away off theline,
Hamilton retained his position at the
head of thefield ahead of fellow front-
row starter Raikkonen. Under braking
for Turn 3, Kimi drew alongside Lewis,
but wasnever inaposition to seriously
challenge theleader.

Behind them, Vettel had fended off
Verstappen at Turn 1 and thatenabled
the Haas of Kevin Magnussen to
overtake the Red Bullaround the
outsidefor fourth place.

Verstappen-wholike team-mate
Ricciardohad started therace onthe
supersofts—realised that the longer
he was stuck behind the Haas the
more it would negate his chances of
challengingfor victory.

As Verstappen could see Hamilton
and the two Ferraris pullingaway in
thedistance, heredoubled his efforts
totry and overtake the Dane. A couple
of timeshis Red Bull squirmed as he
asked more from his supersoft Pirellis
and over theradioreported: “Thetyres
aregettingtoohot.”

Onlapsix, Verstappen ran wide over
thekerbsinthefast Turn1land 12
left-rightinabidtogetaruninthe
new, third DRS zone, but team boss
Christian Hornerrevealed after the
race, thathe’d damaged his diffuser.

“Assoonashewasbehind the Haas,
knowing how toughitistoovertake
around here, he absolutely went for it,
gotabit wideand that damage created a
significantimbalance for him,” said
Horner. “He was getting intermittent
loss of rear downforce in mid-corners
andthatcaughthimoutatTurn1.”

Fourlapslater, Verstappenlost the
rear of hisRBR atT1and pirouetted,
losingthree places: to Romain

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Grosjeanin the second Haas, Ricciardo
and the Renault of Nico Hulkenberg.

There were now two separateraces,
thethreeleaders, then 20 seconds
further down theroad a queue of cars
behind the two Haasmachines. When,
onlap 18, Raikkonen was thefirstto
stophewasabletoreturnin third,
justahead of the Haas ‘train’.

The verynextlap, Hamilton also
made the switch from the ultrasoft to
the soft, which would take him tothe
end of therace and he continued
tostay ahead of Raikkonen. Onan
alternative strategy, Vettel decided to
stay out, particularly as he was still
clockinga good pace on hisrubber.

Then camearoll of thedice that
determined the fate of this grand prix.
Magnussen peeled into the pits from
fourth, butasheapproached Turn3
after his stop, he slowed toahalt. The
wheelnut on theleft-rearhad been
cross-threaded and the mechanic
signalled for K-Magto depart before
realisingthe wheel wasn’t correctly
fitted. If that was bad luck - worse
was tofollow.

Grosjeanmade hisstopand thistime
the left-front was cross-threaded and -
unbelievably —a mechanic once again
gave the signal thatall was good. When
herealised it wasn’t, it wasagain too
late. Team boss Guenther Steiner said
to MNlater there had beennofault
with the wheelguns or the airlines
or any new wheelnut design. It was
simply human error,and an error that
occurred twice. A despondent Grosjean
stoppedat Turn2andthatled tothe
activation of the virtual safety car—
thesignal for thefield to circulate
atareduced speed for safety reasons.

Pittingduringa VSC doesn’t cost
asmuch time, as your rivals on-track
arenottravellingatfullracing speed.
Fromentry toexit,apitstop at Albert
Park roughly costs a driver 23s of time,

RACE FACTS
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AUSTRALIA

UVRE

Circuit: Albert Park, Melbourne Laps: 58
Racedistance: 191.126 miles Lap: 3.295 miles

~ Laprecord: Michael Schumacher 2004, 1m24.125s
2017 winner: Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)
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RESULTS

FIA Formula 1World Championship, round 1/20

Vettel jumped the
Merc after the stops

under the VSC that’sreduced to 13s.

Mercedes thought they had correctly
calculated that Lewis was safe from
Vettel evenif hedid pitduringthe
VSC-butthe software that determines
the gap was wrong, Lewishadn’t
builtenough of agapin case of
thateventuality.

Sowhen Vettel emerged from the
pitsahead of the Mercedes, Hamilton
wasindisbelief. “What happened guys?
Wasthat my mistake?” heasked on
histeamradio, but hisengineer Pete
Bonnington was equally surprised.
“We thought we were safe,” he replied.

Later Mercedes boss Toto Wolff said:
“We’ve been using the same software
for thelastfive years, buttoday, it gave
usthe wrongnumber. We thought
we were OK until the TV pictures
showed Vettel comingout ahead.”

Afterthesafety carhad been
deployed to remove the stricken Haas
(theteam was also fined £7,100 for their
infractions), Vettel was able to keep his
lead untilthe chequered flag. Towards
theend, Hamilton attempted to close
the gap, butmade amistakeand
decided tosettle for second late on.

Overtaking proved to be very difficult
toachieve onthisnarrowtrack. Inthe
closing stages, Ricciardo washoton
Kimi’sheels, but had to settle for
fourth. They were one place ahead of
Alonso whokept Verstappen at bay (his
McLaren had also benefitted from the
appearance of the VSC). Hulkenberg
finished seventh, ahead of Bottas(who
required areplacement gearbox and
started 15th), Stoffel Vandoorne
(McLaren)and Carlos Sainz (Renault)
rounded out thetop 10.

Theman who wasin ‘party mode’
this weekend was Vettel. Justlike 12
monthsago, he’sdrawn first blood in
thetitlerace, but this year his Ferrari
appears second best to the Mercedes.
Next party stop, Bahrain in afortnight.

POS | DRIVERS | NAT | CAR-ENGINE | TIME
1 Sebastian Vettel GER | Ferrari 1h29m33.283s
2 Lewis Hamilton GBR | Mercedes +5.036s
3 Kimi Raikkonen FIN | Ferrari +6.309s
4 Daniel Ricciardo AUS | Red Bull-Renault +7.069s
5 Fernando Alonso | ESP | McLaren-Renault +27.886s
6 Max Verstappen NED | Red Bull-Renault +28.945s
7 Nico Hulkenberg | GER | Renault +32.671s
8 Valtteri Bottas FIN | Mercedes +34.339s
9 Stoffel Vandoorne | BEL | McLaren-Renault +34.921s
10 | Carlos Sainz ESP | Renault +45.722s
11 | Sergio Perez MEX | Force India-Mercedes +46.817s
12 | Esteban Ocon FRA | Force India-Mercedes +1m00.278s
13 | Charles Leclerc MON | Sauber-Ferrari +1m15.759s
14 | Lance Stroll CAN | Williams-Mercedes +1m18.288s
15 | Brendon Hartley NZL | Toro Rosso-Honda -1 lap
R Romain Grosjean | FRA | Haas-Ferrari L24/wheel nut
R Kevin Magnussen | DEN | Haas-Ferrari L22/wheel nut
R Pierre Gasly FRA | Toro Rosso-Honda L13/power unit
R Marcus Ericsson | SWE | Sauber-Ferrari L5/hydraulics
R Sergey Sirotkin RUS | Williams-Mercedes L4/brakes

Winner’s average speed 128.045mph Lap leaders: Hamilton 1-18; Vettel 19-58

FASTEST LAP | DANIEL RICGIARDO 1M25.3458

ON LAP 54 (AVERAGE SPEED: 138.030MPH)

OUALIFYING

1 Hamilton 1m21.164s 11 | Vandoorne 1m23.853s
2 Raikkonen 1m21.828s 12 | Perez 1m24.005s
3 | Vettel 1m21.838s 13 | Stroll 1m24.230s
4 | Verstappen 1m21.879s 14 | Ocon 1m24.786s
5 | Magnussen 1m23.187s 15 | Bottas™*

6 Grosjean 1m23.339s 16 | Hartley 1m24.532s
7 Hulkenberg 1m23.532s 17 | Ericsson 1m24.556s
8 Ricciardo* 1m22.152s 18 | Leclerc 1m24.636s
9 Sainz 1m23.577s 19 | Sirotkin 1m24.922s
10 | Alonso 1m23.692s 20 | Gasly 1m25.295s

*3-place grid penalty for red flag infringement **5-place grid penalty for replacing gearbox

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

; Alonso: happy
with fifth spot

DRIVERS CONSTRUCTORS

POS | DRIVER | PTS
1 Sebastian Vettel 25 1 Ferrari 40
2 Lewis Hamilton 18 2 Mercedes 22
3 | Kimi Raikkonen 15 3 | Red Bull-TAG Heuer 20
4 Daniel Ricciardo 12 4 McLaren-Renault 12
5 Fernando Alonso 10 5 Renault 7
6 | Max Verstappen 8 6 | Forcelndia-Mercedes | O
7 Nico Hulkenberg 6 7 Sauber-Ferrari 0
8 | Valtteri Bottas 4 8 | Williams-Mercedes 0
9 | Stoffel Vandoorne 2 9 | Toro Rosso-Honda 0
10 | Carlos Sainz 1 = Haas-Ferrari 0

NEXT RACE: BAHRAIN GRAND PRIX APRIL 8



F1 ROUND-UP

Plastic bag

Williams driver Sergey
Sirotkin has blamed a plastic
bag for his retirement from
the Australian Grand Prix. The
Russian’s Formula 1 debut
lasted just five laps before

he speared down the Turn 13
escape road after suffering a
loss of brakes. “You would
notbelieve what happened:
itwas a plastic sandwich bag,
which wentinto the rear-right
brake duct,” he claimed. “We
still have a piece of the bag
inour bodywork. ltwas a

big bag, a big sandwich bag.
Itwas lap three orlap four,
and itmade [the brakes]
overheat massively.”

Bottas reassured
Mercedes team boss Toto Wolff
spoke out to defend his driver
Valtteri Bottas after a qualifying
crash caused the second
Mercedes driver to start downin
15th place. “Thisisamoment
where you could start to question
yourself,” said Wolff. “Thisinrace
one is not good for the psychology
ofthe drivers. We're trying to give
him all the support we can,and
obviously it's very early days for
our team championship.”

Sick Sainz

Carlos Sainz Jrclaimed he
“nearly vomited” during the
Australian GP afteranissue
with his Renault’s water
pump. Despite feeling unwell,
the Spaniard was able to
hang on to finish 10th. “We
had a problem with the water
pump and during the first

10 or 15 laps it was squirting
water on my face,solwas
drinking too much water,”
Sainz explained. “When the
safety carcameoutlhada
lot of water in my stomach
and was moving from side
toside.lwas feelingitalot
inthe corners and lwasn’t
feeling well.”

Pastor back
One-time F1 race winner Pastor
Maldonado will move into
sportscarracing this season. The
33-year-old Venezuelan will
contest the World Endurance
Championship's superseason
with the DragonSpeed team.
Maldonado will share the squad'’s
LMP2 ORECA-Gibson 07
alongside former Champ Car
driver Roberto Gonzalez. The
2012 Spanish Grand Prix victor
has spent the last two seasons
onthe sidelines afterlosing his
Renault F1 drive at the end of
2015. Maldonado's only previous
sportscar experience came in the
International GT Open backin
2008 when he made two
appearances ina Scuderia
Latorre GT3 Dodge Viper.
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BUTTON TO RACGE

HISTORIC MEE,

Ex-Fi champ will race at Le Mans ﬂlassm and [.'nadwaad [Zaﬂzﬂ

By Stephen Lickorish

Jenson Button will make his
historic racing debut this
year as he will compete in
the Le Mans Classic and
Goodwood Revival events.
The 2009 Formula 1 champion
will enter JD Classics-run cars
in both meetings. Atthe Le
Mans Classic (July 6-8), Button
will compete in an ex-Tom
Walkinshaw Racing Jaguar
XJR-9. He will race chassis

Twitter spat between Hill and Mercedes

A declaration that Mercedes
and Ferrari should break
away from Formula 1 has

led to a Twitter spat between
Damon Hill and F1’s reigning
champion squad.

The 1996 world champion
took to Twitter tourgeF1’s
two big teams to make good
on threats to form a breakaway
series, complaining that
“massive industrial complexes
areruining the sport” and

Hill pointing out that he

was driving for a Williams
squad considered “disgusting
garagiste upstarts”.

Hill suggested the threats
from Mercedes and Ferrari
towalk away from F1 are little
more than political posturing,
and said the FIA should stand
itsground.

“Ijust think it’s a negotiation
tactic,” he added. “Would they
be prepared to competeina

adding that “the FIA have championship where they

lostgripof F1”. wouldn’t have such favourable
Mercedes responded by conditions? Where they had

suggesting Hill was not conditions that were more

complaining when he was
winning “with top of the line
Renault power”, which led to

equal? If they’re not prepared
todo that, maybe they
shouldn’t be here.”

#688, which was the car built to
replace the Le Mans-winning
model, and it finished second
in the 1988 Spa 1000km

when driven by Johnny
Dumfries, Martin Brundle
and Jan Lammers.

Ithasnot yet been revealed
what JD Classics car Button
will race at the Goodwood
Revivalin September.

JD Classics founder Derek
Hood said: “It’s an absolute
pleasure for us to have Jenson

‘r:.'.—’ i

IN

racing with us twice this
season. I know the talented
engineers workingin ourrace
shop in Maldon are some of the
bestin the world so Jenson will
have all the technical support
heneeds. We’re proud sponsors
of both Le Mans Classic and
Goodwood Revival because we
believe they deliver some of the
best historic motorsportaction
onthecalendar -having
Jensonracingatbothjust

goes toshow why.”

Jaguar XJR-9 will
be raced by Button

Buttonisreturning to full-
time racingthis seasonin the
Japanese Super GT series at
the wheel of a Honda NSX-GT,
following his F1retirement at
the end of 2016.

Last year, besides making
his Super GT debut, he also
contested the Monaco Grand
Prixwith McLarenasa
stand-in for Fernando
Alonso, when the Spaniard
was away competinginthe
Indy 500.

Trial heckons for ex-F1 supremo Ecclestone in bribery case

Bernie Ecclestoneisfacinga

civiltrialin London connected

tothe Gerhard Gribkowsky
bribery case, following
previousactionsinthe UK
and Germany in 2014.

A starting date of October 1
2019 hasbeen setforahigh

courtactionlaunched against

Ecclestone by investment
concern Bluewaters

Communications Holdings LL.C.
Bluewaters claimsitsattempt

tobuya controllingstakein F1in

2005 “was derailed by a corrupt

agreementreached between
Mr Bernard Ecclestone and
Dr Gerhard Gribkowsky.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

The caserevolves around
Bluewaters’ attempt to buy
sharesfrom Bayerische @
Landesbank (BLB),and
theallegation that, with
the help of Gribkowsky,
Ecclestone wasableto
block the sale, leading
toasubsequent deal
with CVC.

In2012, Gribkowsky
admitted toreceiving
payments from
Ecclestoneand his
family’s Bambino trust.

Ecclestone
subsequently claimed
hehadbeen “shaken

down” by Gribkowsky, who
threataned he would give
. information tothe UK tax
authorities that would cause
problems for Ecclestone.
The2014actionin
Germany was suspended
when Ecclestonemadea
payment of $99m [£70m]
tothe Bavarian
government. Inthis
latestaction Bluewaters
isseekingdamages
from Ecclestone, BLB
and Bambino.

Civil trial for ex-F1
boss Ecclestone

@MNmotorsport
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‘The BTCC'’s major
characters will attend’

Stars at Silverstone Classic, p13

Photos: LAT, Ste]nes, Jakob Ebrey

ENTRY LIST
BritishF3

NO.|DRIVER | TEAM

WHO WILL TAKE

BRITISH F3 GROWN?

The big question on the eve of the
BRDC British Formula 3 season this
weekend at Oulton Park is whether
Billy Monger will be on the grid.

Itseemed almostinconceivable that the
18-year-old would ever be able toreturnto
the cockpit of asingle-seater competitively.

Butlessthan 12monthsafter his horrific
British Formula 4 crash at Donington
Parklast April whichled toa double-leg
amputation, Monger could be on
theverge of doingjust that.

He’sbeen testing with Carlinand
MotorSport Vision, whichrunsthe
series, hasallowed the team special
permission torun afourth carfor Monger.

Monger hasbeen on the pace of his
team-matesin testingbuthasmadeno
secret thatitistakingtime for himto
adapttohishand controls.

“Thavedriven a certain way for 10 or
11 years and for people to expect meto
gettothe samelevel with the control
system I used before, Ifeel like we are
doingourselvesjustice,” he said.

“There’smore room for improvement.
It’scompletely different tohow Iused to

BritishF3

DATE | TRACK

March31/April2 | Oulton Park |

Kush Maini Lanan Racing

Ben Hurst Hillspeed

AlexandraMohnhaupt | Douglas Motorsport

Tristan Charpentier | Fortec Motorsports

Joshua Mason Lanan Racing

Harry Webb Chris Dittmann Racing

Tom Gamble Fortec Motorsports

KrishnaraajMahadik | Double R Racing

Linus Lundqvist Double R Racing

April 28/29 | Rockingham |
May 26/27 | Snetterton300 |

Pavan Ravishankar | Double R Racing

June 9/10 | Silverstone GP |

Jusuf Owega Hillspeed

July21/22 Spa-Francorchamps |

Manuel Maldonado | Fortec Motorsports

August4/5 | BrandsHatch GP |

Jamie Chadwick Douglas Motorsport

Sept22/23 | Donington Park

NicolaiKjaergaard | Carlin

Oct13/14 | SilverstoneGP |

Sun Yue Yang Carlin

Battling for wins or even the title
will not be easy.

Nicolai Kjaergaard hasjoined reigning
champions Carlin after acampaignin
British F3last season with Fortec
Motorsports and Jamie Chadwick is
alsoreturning-this year with Douglas
Motosport-andboth should be
challenging for wins and the title.

Swede Linus Lundgvist graduates
from British F4 with Double R Racing
havingfinished fifth in the standings
withfive winsin 2017, and was also fastest
ontheonly day of testingat Spa-
Francorchampslast week.

AtLanan Racing, Kush Maini, younger
brother of Haasreserve driver Arjun,
whofinished secondin the2014 BRDC
Formula 4 Championship, should also
be considered a prospect for the title.
The17-year-old raced in the Italian F4
Championship for two years, finishing
ninthin the standingslast season.

Elsewhere, two British driversin
the shape of reigning Ginetta Junior
champion Tom Gamble and former British
F4driver Harry Webb could also prove

FF1600 experience for Mason

Joshua Mason took partin four Formula
Fordracesat twodifferent circuits last
weekend, to collectlicence signatures
beforeracingin BRDC British F3 with
Lanan Racing.

The Uckfield teenager competedina
Van Diemen RF79 prepared by series
frontrunner
Mike Gardner
intworacesat
Qulton Park on '

Saturdayinthe i, -
Pre’90 Formula
Ford 1600

Mason raced FF1600

Northern

Championship, before making the trip to
Silverstonefor afurthertwoin Classic
FF1600 on Sunday. He took took a bestresult
of eighth at Oulton and 11th at Silverstone.

Twomoreraceoutings are planned at
Castle Combe this weekend.

Mason’s BRDC British F3deal came about
from achance encounter with areceptionist
atthe Red Bull Formula 1team’s simulator,
who mentioned to Mason her dad - Graham

“Melbourne
gets people
talking”

hroughout the Formula 1
paddock there is constant
intrigue. Who is talking to
whom and why? The
inquisitive — or nosy -
think that because
someone from Force India is talking

to a figure in an FIA shirt, that means a
row is about to develop; something
controversial must be brewing. Butin
most cases, they are former colleagues
catching up with each other. Their talk
is of their happenings over the winter -
friends sharing stories, or talking
nonsense - after months apart.
Nothing to be suspicious about.

But then high-level talks are also going on.
CEOs of multi-national companies meet team
principals to discuss sponsorship deals,
promoters are planning their next big event.
Media organisations are trying to conduct an
interview for that all-important sound bite. But
for 10 minutes on both Saturday and Sunday
afternoon, all of these conversations stopped.
The whole paddock came to a sudden halt.
Mechanics stopped washing tyres, engineers
came out of airless debrief rooms, journalists
stopped eating lunch.

The cause of the cessation of activity was

drive before and I've been thrownin at
thedeepend.”

tobedark horsesfor Fortecand Chris
Dittmann Racingrespectively.

Johnson-ranan F3team. Hehas signed
with Lanan on a two-year deal.

OUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

: drivers Juan Pablo Montoya

. and Paul di Resta are in the

: frame for Le Mans 24 Hours

: drives with the United

: Autosports LMP2 squad.

: Team co-owner Richard Dean
: said: “Yes we’re talking to

: Montoya, and who wouldn’t

: wanthim?P’m abig fan,and |

: watched him atthe Daytona

: 24 Hours when we were there.
: He was awesome through

: traffic, and he’s not lost any

: ofhis hunger and aggression.
: Pdloveitto happen, butthe

: honesttruthisit'’s notdone.”

: Dean described di Resta as his

Arden driver Maximilian
Gunther set the fastest time in
the final Formula 2 pre-season
testin Bahrain last week. The
German set a time on the final
day that was just 0.02s quicker
than Haas reserve driver Arjun
Maini managed for Trident.
Renaultreserve driver Jack
Aitken was the fastest of the
Britishracers... In F3 testing it
was Mick Schumacher that set

the fastest lap at the Hungaroring —
but by an even smaller margin. The
Prema Powerteam driver beat
Hitech GP racer Alex Palou to top
spot by 0.004s... Ex-Formula 1

: “number one choice” foroneof :
: thedrives... The World Endurance :
: Championship will return to :
. Interlagos for a Brazilian round in

* its 2019/20 season. The circuit

: lasthosteda WEC eventin 2014...
: Scott Pye claimed his first

: Australian Supercars win last

- weekend - in the third of four

: F1 supporting races. Itwas

: also the first triumph for the

: renamed Walkinshaw Andretti

: United team. Pye was in control
: oftherace until alate rain

: storm allowed Jamie Whincup

: tocloserightin. Scott

: McLaughlin claimed the

ye took Supercar win i

: opener, before Whincup won
: race two and David Reynolds
: took a firstsolo win in the

: finale... Heavy overnight snow
: forced the NASCAR Cup race

: atMartinsville, scheduled for

* lastweekend, to be postponed

: until Monday - after MN closed

: forpress...

Morbidelliraced inF1,British and World Touring Cars

Ex-Formula1driver Gianni
Morbidelliisthelatest starname
tocommit to the new World
Touring Car Cup for this season.

The 50-year-old will
partner fellow Italian Fabrizio
GiovanardiinaTeam Mulsanne
AlfaRomeo Giulietta.

After contesting 70 grands prix
between 1990 and *97, Morbidelli
movedinto tin-tops and competed
in the British and World Touring
Car championships, as well as
becoming a three-time champion
in SuperstarsItalia, before moving
tothe TCR International Series.

“Iam happy and honoured to be

WTCR Alfa heckons for ex-F1 driver Morhidelli

back atthe toplevel of world
touringcarracing, andtodoit
with an AlfaRomeo Giulietta
TCRby Romeo Ferraris, sporting
thelogo of such aprestigious
brand,” hesaid. “It willbea
championship with many great
teamsand drivers.”

@ Tiago Monteiro will be unable
tostartthe seasonon April8in
Morocco as he continues torecover
fromthetestingaccidenthe
sufferedlast year. It ruled him out
of thefinal four rounds of 2017
and costhim the chance toclaim
thetitle. Itisnot known when
Monteiro will be able toreturn.

(i

the sudden appearance of afighter jet. An
F/A-18 Classic Hornet piloted very low,
and very fast by amember of the Royal
Australian Air Force.

Few things stop you as robustly as a fighter
jet screaming across the sky directly over your
head. Within a minute, the whole paddock
stood, necks stretched back, to study the
plane's trajectory and to try and record the
flypast on their phone.

The Australian GP was a weekend that
marked a significant amount of change in
the series. New activity in digital content, a
new range of TV graphics, a trophy for pole
position, grid kids, a new logo, new start time,
new ideas (a theme tune, no less), procedures
and attitude. And of course, the halo. It's a
truism that people resist — and usually hate —
change but, despite all of the revisions,
the opening grand prix of the new season
retained all the magic that you'd expect from
atypical race weekend.

The spectator numbers were high, there
were events happening all around the circuit:
live bands, classic car shows, two-seater
rides, support races and the aforementioned
airshows and fly pasts.

But then someone muttered in one of
those many paddock conversations that
next season, F1's new owners will continue
to push through change and that we might
have a new destination for the season
opener: Miami in Florida.

The reasoning is that 0700hrs in Europe
(0200hrs in the US East Coast) is not the
ideal time to encourage people to watch the
first race of anew show. It's probably unlikely
to happen and perhaps that’s one change too
far because there is very little to fault about
the Melbourne event. It gets people talking...

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Taylor will race a Pyro Honda Civic

Kumho BMW class
champion joins TCR grid
Reigning Kumho BMW class champion
Ollie Taylor willracein TCR UK this year
with a Honda Civic run by Team Pyro.

Taylor won the A1 class, the most
populated of the Kumho BMW divisions,
inan E90 M3, and hasbeen testinga
first generation Civic TCR.

“Ilooked at Ginettas and other
championships but we went with
TCR,” said Taylor. “Testinghas been
going welland we’ve been to Castle
Combe, Donington and Silverstone.”

Itisunclear which Civic Taylor will
usethisseason,asthereisanew
generation machinefor 2018. Taylor’s
Pyro-supported team-mate Finlay
Crocker hasthenew car.

“We’ll be able to do some back-to-back
work. We’renot sure what’s goingto be
thebest package after the balance of
performanceisapplied.

“I’dliketobeinthenew carasithas
independent rear suspension whereas
the old one has torsion beam.

“Gettingto grips with front-wheel drive
hasbeenalearningcurve. We have a bit
of experiencein the old shape car now,
so we have options either way.”

Anumber of other drivers have also
been confirmed for the Silverstone
opener this weekend including Stewart
LinesinaMaximum SEAT, Swedish
sibling RallycrossracersJessicaand
Andreas Backman, and Daniel Lloyd for
West Coast Racing (VW Golfs),and
Finnish squad LMS Racing will run Olli
Kangasinanother SEAT Leon. Those five
are currently signed for thefirst round.

Price will remain with BMR Subaru

Price secures last
remaining BTCC drive

Josh Price will continue torace for
Team BMR in the British Touring Car
Championship thisseasoninathird
Subaru Levorg, completing the 2018 grid.

Former Clio Cupfrontrunner Price
joined Warren Scott’s BMR outfit for
hismaiden BTCC campaign last year,
takingabestresult of ninth.

“There’s unfinished business this
year,” said Price. “I'm goingtoplay a
strategy game to be always consistently
inthetop10.

“We’vealready been out testingat
Snetterton. With Subaru switchingto
Swindon engines, we’llfind out how
itruns onmedia day.

“Last year was always goingtobe
hard not havingdriven the car. This
year, havinghad the time, you know
from what you’velearned.”

=
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Murray was dominant in 2016

By Stefan Mackley

Ireland FF1600 titlelast year, as well

Niall Murray will return to the
British Racing & Sports Car

Butafter winning the Northern

Club’s National Formula Ford 1600
Championship this year aboard
his title-winning car from 2016.
The 23-year-old dominated the series
two yearsago with his Van Diemen
RF99, winning the title, Formula Ford
Festival and Walter Hayes Trophy.

asoccasional outings in British GT
and USF2000, Murray has decided to
returntothe National seriesfull-time
with Bernard Dolan’s newly-founded

eponymous team.

“I'vegrownup over thelasttwoor
three yearsand the dream of being
aprofessional driver and goingto
Formulalisgone,” said Murray.
“Thepercentage that goon and do
well, themajority have paid forit.

FF1600 DOMINATOR
MURRAY RETURNS

»Murray;is backiinjtitle;winning carjiniNational [FF1600,series

the Formula Fords.”
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“It’s purely the enjoyment that Thave
with Formula Ford, driving the car, how
rewardinga caritis, the set-up changes.
Thave done Formula Fords, British GT,
USF2000and none of that compares to

tough butI’'mlookingforward toit. It
was toughin 2016 butIcan putabet
onthatIwon’t win the same number
of races thisyear,” added Murray.

Murray believes this year’s National
series will be strongest since it was
reformed just over four yearsago.

Joey Foster, a three-time Festival
winner, and 2014 National champion
Stuart Gough will alsoreturntothe series.

going for the championshipandit’s
by far the most competitive year there
hasbeenforawhile.”

year will be Jack Wolfenden and Matt
Round-Garrido.

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Steve Jones

Murray reunited
with his RF99

“Without doubtit’sgoingtobereally

“It’sgoingtobe 10-times tougher

Joining Murray at Team Dolan this

Sunoco Whelen Challenge to be open to former winners for anniversary

The Sunoco Whelen Challenge
will be open to past winners for
thefirst time ever, in a one-off
seasonto celebrate the 10th
anniversary of the prize.

The challenge winner has
previously won the chanceto
raceinthe Daytona24 Hours,
withlastyear’s winner Stuart
Middleton taking second overall
inan Action Express Cadillac.

TheprizeisopentoProdrivers
in British GT,BRDC British F3,

UKLMP3 Cup and Radical
European Masters.

“Asit’sthe 10th anniversary we
thought we’d try and spiceitupto
get some of the past winnersinand
seeif they can winitagain,” said
AndersHildebrand, managing
director of Anglo American Oils.
“Jonny Adam, Phil Keen, Bradley
Smith, they canalldoit.

“I'thoughtit would be an amazing
battle as they know what they have
todoto win with fastestlapsand

polepositions. Itjustadds another
dimensiontoitandIthought
itwould be fun.”

Pointsareawarded forrace
results, pole positions and fastest
laps. Inatwo-driver team, both
drivers get pointsforraceresults
but the pole position and fastestlap
pointsare given to the driver that
gainsthem. Thepointsaredivided
between thenumber of racesina
season, to create an average score
foreachdriver.

Adam gets the chance to win another Sunoco drive

sl |
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Shield joins his M3 Cup rival Shepherd on Ginetta GT4 Supercup grid

M3 Cup runner-up Carl Shield Shield. “It’sahigh-profile series inthe carIwasonthepace.
will join champion Adam and Adam Shepherd, whoI've “I'mdoingitonaverytight
- Shepherdin switchingtothe been battling with, ismovingup budget-Ijust wanttogooutand
/ | Ginetta GT4 Supercup this year. with Team Hard.Thad alook at havefun. Adamisagreatracer,
X é ' Shield finished 24 pointsbehind  the carsatthe Autosport Show very fair, and it will be nice to
Shepherd in the 750 Motor anditseemed more affordable carry onbattling with him.
Club categorylast yearinjust thanIthoughtitever could be. “I’dlike to thank Ginetta for
hissecond season of carracing, “Ginettaputmeinacarat workingsohard gettingmein
having previously competed in Donington Park foratestandI acar, they’ve been so helpful.”
bikes. Shield willnow stepuptothe  gelled with the car straightaway. Shield won the John Miles

Shield (1) was often battling Shepherd during 2017 season

Supercup, runningasaprivateer.
“It’salllooking very good,” said

Thadnever drivenonslicksbefore  Novice Driver award in 2016 after
orwithaeroandafter20minutes  impressingduringhisdebut year.
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Shortisreigning MX-5 Cup champion

MX-5 racer Short to focus
on historics and rallying

Reigning MX-5 Cup champion Ben
Short will not defend his title this
year as he focuses on a multitude
of other ventures.

Short will continue to race his
Jaguar E-type in the Spaand
Le Mans Classicraces, as well as
the Citroen C1 Challenge and has
acquired new cars, including the
one-of-a-kind 1956 Lister Maserati.

“We’ve just bought something
really quite special, the Lister
Maserati,” said Short. “That’s got
some pedigree that we’re hoping
to go and do some really cool stuff
like the Monaco Historic.”

“With all that stuff going on, neither
this championship nor BRSCC [MX-5
SuperCup] can I do enough rounds to
win the championship. Really from a
financial point of view I don’t see the
pointin spending the money unless
you’ve got a chance of winningit.”

Shortis also currently developing
aMk1 MX-5rally car, which he

Photos: Steve Jones

CLIO JUNIOR GETS
JUSTFIVEENTRIES

“Future of the series is unclear after poor: turnout.
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Four Clios: most
of Junior field

ByJason Noble

Fresh question marks have
been raised over the Renault UK
Clio Cup Junior series afterits
Silverstone season opener
attracted just five cars.

Hatch finale last winter, describing the

year as a “good foundation” which
displayed the series’ potential.

Butjustfive driversmade the trip to

startthe 2018 season in the category.
Westbourne Motorsport entered
asingle carin the Brandsfinalein

RO ke ,| ‘*
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and committing to that car as well.”
Nick Reeve, who won both of the
Silverstoneraces said the number
of entrants did notimpact on his
decision torace,and described it as
theideal platform for his ambition
tojointhe senior series next year.

The series experienced a troubled
birth afterlast year’s calendarhad to

November with an eye to a full year, but
hasnothad any drivers come forward.

ultimately aims to be competing

with inIreland.

“We haven’t actually picked [a
series] yet, we’re still developing
the car because everyone told me
I’'m anidiot, using an MX-5,” said
Short. “Butif youlook at it, we’re
now keeping up with the 1.6-litre
Ford Escorts, which was the goal. We
just want to get some class wins and
some decent overall finishes.”

be postponed from its June start because
of organisationalissues,and ended up
beingrunasarevised four-round
calendar from September-November.
Series bosses were buoyed by the
way it recovered through the year,
with seven drivers mathematically in

James Colburn from the team said:

He added: “Whenever youlook at
any new championship -the Fiesta
Juniors had five or six in their first

“It’s very hard to promote because of

the unknown regulations [delays

meant they were published late], but

we have got cars available if people
areinterestedinit.
“Inmotorsportit’sabudget

season—and thisis their [Clio Juniors]
first real season.

“For what the carisit’san amazing
championship butit’s going to have to
taketimeto grow.”

Renault UK was unable to comment

contention heading to the Brands

thingas well -it’s building the car

Andy Wilson debuted his ex-works
Ford Falcon in the Classic Thunder
race at Silverstone last weekend.
After finishing seventh out of
the Classic Thunder runners in
the openingrace, he only completed
two laps in the second as the car
was not suited to a damp Silverstone.
“Thadn’tdriven it beforelast Friday’s
test,” said Wilson. “But in the damp,

Wilson has described the Falcon as a‘“grenade” after his Silverstone outing

greasy conditions it was areal handful.

before MN closed for press.

Wilson debuts ex-rally Falcon in Classic Thunder

“It was one of the original Falcon
rally cars built for the 1964 Monte
Carlo Rally. During 1969/70 Terry

Sanger raced it in the British Group 5
Saloons, but after it was outlawed it
became one of the original Super Saloons

in 1973 and raced in the ICS Series.

“It’s got a 6.1-litre Windsor
NASCAR engine, but handles
really well. It’s really brutal
though and like a grenade.”

Caterham racers get chance to compete at Laguna Seca

Caterham club racers will get the chance
toraceat theiconic Laguna Secatrack
laterthisyear.

The British manufacturer has organised
an end-of-season Caterham Challenge
Cupeventthatisopentodriversinall
of Caterham’s UK championships.

The Motor Sports Association has
worked with the Sports Car Club of
Americaand Automobile Competition
Committee for the United States to
enable UK regulations to be used for
the December1/2event.

Former Olympic cyclistand sometime

Caterhamracer Sir Chris Hoy is the
first competitor to sign up.

Simon Lambert, Caterham motorsport
director, said: “If we were toputa
sportinganalogy tothe Caterham
Challenge Cup, thisis our World Cup
Final for Caterham Motorsport.

“Itwill be the pinnacle, the climax to
ourracingseason. It’sahuge dealtous
and we want it to be for our drivers, too.”

Hoy added: “When therace was
announced Isigned upinstantly. What
anadventureit will be and what a way
tofinish off the 2018 racing calendar.”

Caterham drivers will
be heading Stateside

E e ——
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thseries gothealthy entry numbers

Standalone grids for Pre ’66 and Pre "83 Classic Touring Cars prove to be a hit

The decision to split the Pre ’66 and Pre ’83
categories of Classic Touring Carsinto
separate gridsfor 2018 has been hailed
by drivers—with healthy entry numbers
forboth classes.

The Classic Touring Car Racing Club
previously ran the Pre ’66 Classic Saloon
and Historic Touring Cars with the Pre ’83

Group 1Touring Cars, butopted torun
separateraces atthe season opener at
Silverstonelast weekend.

Between 19and 23 drivers competed
inthePre’66 tourers, while the Pre ’83
grid attracted between 17 and 20 drivers
across the weekend.

Series sponsor Paul Inch, who runs a Mini

CooperinthePre’66 class, said: “Ithink a
splitgrid has helped [numbers],and we have
changed thetyressoyoudon’thavetouse

the FIA Dunlops which were £200 each.

“Alot of people have come outin memory
of Tony Preston [Pre 66 representative and
regular winner, who died in 2017] because

he wassuchasociable chap.”

Webbs are back

GT Cup stalwarts Tom and James
Webb will return for a fourth
successive season in2018.The
brothers will once againrace
aBMW M3 E46 GTR, this time

in group GTA having claimed

the GTB title backin’16. Despite
seven wins, a puncture atthe final
round at Snetterton costthem

the chance toretain their group
crown last season, which went the
way of Neil Huggins. “We were
disappointed to just fall short of
catching Neil for the championship
lastyear, butitgives us areason
to come back and try again this
time out,” said Tom Webb.

Youhill moves

Fiesta Championship race winner Jack
Youhill will switch to the MotorSport
Vision Trackday Championship this
year. Youhill, who took three wins on his
way to thirdinthe 2017 Fiesta Class D
points, feels the 45-minute races will
suit his style. “I've noticed racing [Fiestas]
that| get bettertowards the end of arace,
solthink doing longer races would benefit
me,” he said. Youhill will initially drive the
same Fiesta Zetec S but plans to either
upgrade it or switch to a different car
that will allow himto also race at Castle
Combe Racing Club meetings.

Glover rolls again
Tim Glover’s return to the British
Racing & Sports Car Club Fiesta
Championship at Brands Hatch
last weekend was short-lived.
Glover, who spent most of last
season on the sidelines aftera
multiple roll at Cadwell Parkin
May, crashed his Fiesta ST in

the weekend’s firstrace. He was
nudged onto the wet grass exiting
Druids hairpin, with the carthen
rolling after hitting the barriers.
Glover was uninjured but expects
his car’s repair bill will force him
to miss the championship’s next
two meetings.

Mowlem back

Sportscar regular Johnny Mowlem and
GT Cup race winner Bonamy Grimes
are setfora full LMP3 Cup season with
Red River Sport this year. The duo had
aone-off outing at Donington Park last
season, also winning for AF Corse in
GT Cup during the same weekend.

Le Mans 24 Hours class podium
finisher Mowlem believes the LMP3 car
isastrong learning tool for aspiring GT
racers. “One of the things | realised
quite early onis that the Ligier JS P3 had
similarities toa GTE car,” said Mowlem.

Wood’s Hyundai run
Ginetta Juniorrace winner Tom
Wood made a one-off appearance
inthe Hyundai Coupe Cup at
Silverstone on Saturday to gain
signatures for his licence ahead

of a British GT attack. The Derby-
based youngster entered as a
privateer in the two races on the
National circuit, taking a fifth and a
sixth. “It’s a bit of a difference but
they are good fun to drive,” he said.

Morley’s defence
Reigning F125 Open Superkart champion
Liam Morley began his defence with awin
atthe opening round at Oulton Park last
weekend beating Sam Moss. He looked
to be heading for another victory inrace
two but the battery went flat causinga
misfire. The race was then red-flagged
due toanincident on the exit of Shell.
Morley's team changed the battery in the
pits before the restart, but this meant he
had to start from the back of the grid. At
the restart Morley was making up places
before a secondred flagand the race
was declared void. All drivers involved in
the incidents were able to walk away.
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New for 2018 - MSA Pump Fuel
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This means that you can now run
102 octane fuels which will protect
your engine even better!

Protection - Consistency — Clean Burn
Meets 2018 MSA Fuel Regulations

We deliver to your door!

We have 102 octane MSA
compliant race fuels for turbo,
historic and normally aspirated
engines in stock. For more
information check our online
shop or call 01929 551557 and
talk to our technical team about

which fuel will suit you best. RACE FUELS
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RICHARD
WOOLMER

Age: 22 Lives: Bedford
Youngster in historics

He triedmodernracing
“I think | was always going to end up
in historics. It was inevitable given
the family business is preparing
classic racing cars. | workedin
modern motorsport as a technician
forafewyearsand|hated every
minute of it. It was just so cut

throat but historics is lovely with
anice atmosphere and it is just
agreat environment.”

He’stoo tall for
single-seaters

“I've not done any modern racing
but if the opportunity came up
Iwould. I'm sixfoot five inches
tall soI'mtootallformodern
single-seaters but a touring car
would be interesting.”

Hewonat Goodwood
“We're generally working on

cars fromthe 1950s and 1960s
andthat's what | aspire to race.
Whenlwas 11 years old | watched
Emanuele Pirro win the Freddy
March Memorialina Healey 100S
and | said to my dad that one day
Iwanted to win that race. How
lucky am I thatin 2016, my first
Goodwood Revival, | won that
race. It was adream come true.
Goodwood s very fastand very
challenging and I respectit.”

They specialisein
Healey 100s

“I run the workshop in the family
business, Woolmer Classic
Engineering, and we're very busy
allthe time. Healey 100s are our
base buta customer with a Healey
will come back to us with other
cars so we work on all sorts of
othercarsas well.”

He’llgo to Le Mans
Classic

“I raced the ex-Morley brothers
Healey 3000 at the Members’
Meeting and we'llrunin the Equipe
GTS pre '63 series this year. I'll be
doing some of those ina Healey
3000 and ourlittle yellow Sebring
Sprite. Le Mans Classic is on

the cards with Sam Tordoffin

his Porsche 356 and we want to
dowellinourclassinthat.”

He hasapassion for
historics

“I'm very lucky to get the chance to
race these cars. | grew up around
thistype of carand I'malmost as
sad as my dad Paul about the
heritage of these cars.|hope we
can go back to the Goodwood
Revivalin Septemberand then do
the big events like the Silverstone
Classic and Donington Festival.”

- i -
Woolmer: Healey expert
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New Rally 2WD was
flooded with entries

Barrett was impressive

‘Patten back after
three decades’

Datsun man returns, below

ByPaul Lawrence

The historicrallying
fraternitygave an
overwhelmingly positive
response to the new
Rally 2WD format as

the season opened

on Rally North Wales

on Saturday.

The MSA British Historic
Rally Championship kicked
off with 60registered
contenders, the highest
number since the changes
toeventrunningorder
and more than twice the
number on the opening
round of 2017.

Thebiggestfield of
Category 1 (pre-1968) cars
foraround five yearslined
upinDolgellau,including
Porsche 911 driver Dessie
Nutt, who pulled out of
hislastgravelrally in 2016
afterjusttwostagesdueto
poorroad conditions.

“If gravel rallyingis
goingtobelike this, I'll be
back,” said Nutt despite
an early retirement when
the Porscheslid off the

Photos: Paul Lawrence

RALLY 2WD THUMBS
UPFROM ENTRANTS

New format draws widespread praise on Rally North Wales

road without damage.
Ford Escort Mk2driver
Steve Ward joined the
BHRCregulars for thefirst
time. He said: “The stages
wereamazingandit’sright
that we support Rally 2WD.”
Havingonly done two
ralliesin2017dueto
road conditions, Robin
Shuttleworth fielded his
1600cc Escort MK1. “We
lovedit,” hesaid. “The
stages were great. Well
donetoeveryone with
theRally 2WD format.”
Guy Weaver, chairman
of the event-organising
Wolverhampton and
South Staffs Car Club, was
delighted with a capacity
entryof 120carsanda
commercially viablerally.
“Ibelieveit wasamassive
success andjustified our
decision to go with the Rally
2WD format,” said Weaver.
The BHRC continues
withround two, the Pirelli
Rally (April 28), which
alsoruns the two-wheel-
drive carsfirstover
all single-use stages.

Ford man Barrett heats the clock to impress on Rally North Wales

Northern Irishman Paul Barrett
was one of the stars of Rally

: ! North Walesinafresh-build

Ford Escort MK2.
Afterthebriefest of tests

on Friday morningin the

BDG-powered car, Barrett

and Dai Robertsfinished asthe

third historic crew home and
Barrett said there should be
more pace to come.
Barrettstarred in the2016 BHRC
inaPinto-engined Mk2, now being
used by Josh Browne, and sat out
2017 while building the new and
more powerful car. “We started it

about six weeks before Christmas
and wehad ahugerushlast week. I
droveitout of the workshops, into
thetrailer and straight to the ferry
inDublin,” said Barrett.

“It’srun-innow but we’ve still
gotalotof thingstodotoit,” hesaid
aftertherally.
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Rowley in an Escort for anniversary run

Historicsingle-seater racer
and preparer Iain Rowley
willrace a Group 1 Ford
Escort Mk1 RS2000in the
model’s 50th anniversary
celebration races at Brands
Hatch in September.

For Rowley, it willmark a
return to his roots as his first
experience of on-track driving

was in an Escort at the Brands

Hatchracing schoolin 1972.

Rowley, best known for
his work on period single-
seaters, bought the bare
bodyshell about 15 years
ago and then stored it at
the back of his workshop.
“When the 50th anniversary
race was announced I decided
to getit out and finish
buildingit,” said Rowley.
“I tested it at Mallory Park
recently and loved it.”

Sumpter and Jordan
reunited in a Porsche

Porsche expert Mark Sumpter
willrenew an old partnership with
Mike Jordan in the new 2.0L Cup for
classic Porsche 911s this season.
Sumpter and Jordan shared
Porschesin the Britishand FIA
GT Championships 20 yearsago
but willnowracea pre-'66911in
the European one-model series
beingorganised by Peter Auto.
“Itisanex-rally carIboughtin

o s— —
Sumpter and Jordanwill race

anauction,” said Sumpter of the
base car, which hasbeen taken
back toits original slate grey colour
and isnow immaculate. Sumpter
gavethe caradebutraceatthe
Goodwood Members’ Meeting.

Past and present stars of the British Touring Car Championship for Silverstone Classic

The 60th anniversary of
the British Touring Car

Championship will be marked

by a cavalcade of iconic cars
and former championsatthe
Silverstone Classic on July 22.

The parade on the event’s Tin

Top Sunday willinclude the first

and mostrecent title winners:
an Austin Westminster and
aSubaru Levorg.
Former BTCC
champions will be
thereand several

could beracingover the
weekend, including John
Cleland, Jason Plato, Tim
‘ Harvey, Matt Neal,
Colin Turkington
) and Andrew
Jordan. “Weare

delighted that the Silverstone
Classicissalutingthe BTCC’s
diamond anniversary with
what’s going tobe amagnificent
gatheringof starsand carsfrom
the past60years,” said BTCC
series director Alan Gow.

D BRITISH HISTORIC RALLY SEASON: NORTH WALES REPORT

Patten’s back
Datsun 240Z driver Graham
Patten returned to gravel
rallying for the first time in

32 years on Rally North Wales.
The Dorset driver’s last gravel
rally was the Chieftain Rally
on Salisbury Plainin 1986 at
the wheel of an Audi quattro.
He had never driven the Dyfi
forest complex before, but
was forced to retire at service
after the first leg of stages.

Drivers drop out
Three of the top 10 historic
seeds on Rally North Wales had
to withdraw their entries close
to the event. Pressure of work
commitments forced Matthew
Robinson to pull out on the eve
of the rally, while late engine
issues sidelined Joe Price and
RudiLancaster. All three drivers
hope to kick-start their BHRC
campaigns on round two,

the Pirelli Rally on April 28.

John Loxd

MN is sad to report the death
of Formula Juniorracer John
Lord after a battle against
cancer. Heraced a Lotus 18
with success, winning class
C2in the Lurani Trophy in 2015
and againin2017.John also
tried his hand at Formula 2
last year with animmaculate
Ralt RT1. MN offers sincere
condolences to his family and
many friends across the sport.

Slaughter on form
Dick Slaughter made afine return
to gravel rallying after a four-year
sabbatical to take fourthin class

on Rally North Wales. The hugely
experienced Kent driver was
tempted back into his Ford Escort
Mk1 by Rally 2WD and reported a
fantastic day in the Welsh forests
with Tim Sayer on the notes.

New F2 racers

A crop of fresh cars and new
drivers are due torace in the
HSCC Historic F2 Series this
season including Daniel
Clayfield, who has recently
tested his March 722. Itis
the ex-John Calvert Formula
Atlantic car. Meanwhile,
coming from Australia is the
March 76B of Peter Brennan,
arespected member of the
Australian racing fraternity.

Rally man is busy
Porsche racer Anthony Galliers-
Pratt switched disciplines over
the weekend to tackle two rallies
inaPorsche 911 from Tuthill
Porsche. Co-driven by Peter
Lythell, Galliers-Pratt is contesting
fourrallies inamonth to get licence
upgrading signatures before
taking on some longer events.

He took part in both Rally North
Wales and the Caerwent Stages
atthe weekend.

Ford Escort fleet
Six cars built and prepared by
Grahame Standen Motorsport
were running on Rally North
Wales. Standen, who works
solo at his workshop in Kent,
was responsible for the major
work on the Ford Escorts of
James Potter, Chris Browne,
Josh Browne, Dick Slaughter,
James Slaughter and Paul
Holmes on the opening
BHRC round.
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ByDavid Evans

Sebastien Loeb has told Motorsport
News his preparations for next
week’s Tour de Corse were more
straightforward than for Rally
Mexico earlier this month.
The Frenchman, whoreturned to
the World Rally Championship for the
firsttimein three yearsin Guanajuato,
completed atwo-day test of Citroen’s C3
WRCin Corsicalast week and admitted
thatacclimatisingto the asphalt-
specification car had been simpler
than his preparationsfor gravel.
Despitenothaving competedin the
world championship on gravel since

winningthe 2013 Rally Argentina,
Loebled Rally Mexicolast month
before dropping out of the top spot
after he stopped tochangea
puncture on the second day of

the Leon-based event.

Loeblast competed in Corsicain 2008
(France’s WRC round moved to Alsace
from2010t02014, returningto theisland
in2015)and admits hislack of familiarity
with the route could be one of the areas
where he strugglesnext week—hehad
knowledge of around 70 per cent of the
Rally Mexicoroute.

Asked what he expected from the
Bastia-based event, Loeb told MN
from histestlast week: “It’sdifficult to

say what’s possible. On TarmacI’'ve
always been competitive and I hope
that’sthe case when we come here [to
Corsica] for therally. But on the other
side, I know Corsicais completely new
for me this year. Iwill have todiscover
every stage and that will, for sure, bea
disadvantage. It’s difficult to know
exactly, butThopetobeinthefight.”
Loeb’sarrival at the test was delayed by
team commitmentsin France, meaning
he completed only a day-and-a-half of
running-but thefour-time Corsica

winner was happy with his preparations.

“Thetestwas OK,” he said. “It went
well. The feeling from the car was quite
good, ithelped tohavedriven the carin

Mexico, even if it was on gravel -1 was
abitmore used to the car than thefirst
gravel test. It’snot harder to get used to
the caron Tarmac, it’sactually easier
becauseIwasalittlebitusedtoit.
“There was a bit of understeeringfor
me, we [will] try to work on this, but
otherwise thefeeling was OK. After the
firstrunIimmediately started to work
onfindingabetter set-up and after the
third or thefourth run, thefeeling was
quite good and we then tried tomake
somelittleadjustments. Ididn’tneed
tomake any bigchangestothecar.I
found the set-up quite quickly, but then
Itried some other set-upsto check some
different feelingsfrom the carand totry

toprepare for different conditions.”
Kris Meeke took advantage of Loeb’s
latearrival at thetest to pick upanextra
morning’srunning timein the C3 before
handingthe car over to histeam-mate.
Loebadmitted working with the Northern
Irishman was simplifying the set-up.
“My settings for the carare close to
Kris[Meeke]. The diff isthe same, but
Tamabitdifferentinrollbar and springs
—therestisquitesimilar.”
Corsicaisthesecond of Loeb’s three
planned outings for this season, with
Spain his third and final start with the
teamin October.
Loebwon thelastfour Corsican WRC
rounds and his statistics for every Tour

M-Sport learns lessons by taking WRC car to Ford Performance base in North Carolina

that was the first time this car’s
been on that and it helped.”

Williams added that much of
the development work completed
was for the longer-term, but
admitted there would be shorter-
term upgrades coming from the
trip as well.

“Windshear was the main thing

M-Sport’s head of rally engineering
Chris Williams admitted his team
learned from taking the Ford Fiesta
WRC to the Ford Performance
technical base in North Carolina.
Two M-Sport engineers
accompanied Sebastien Ogier’s
Rally Mexico-winning Fiesta
WRC to Charlotte, the home of development facility.

PRODRIVE’S NEW RALLYCROSS AMBITIONS PAGE 29

The Strength of Experlence speedhne

Ford’s NASCAR programme, where
the car went through previously
untried test procedures.

“We wanted to get the car out
there,” said Williams, “but in
aweek when the [test] car was
already in Corsica, it was really
busy. We weren’t exactly passing,
but we were in the vicinity on the

way back from Mexico, so that
made sense. And we learned
from the trip, which is good. And
we validated a lot of what we’ve
already done with Ford in CFD
[Computational Fluid Dynamics],
soit was very worthwhile.

“We spent time at Windshear [a
nearby rolling road windtunnel],

we went for,” said Williams,
“but we’ve already implemented
some stuff, but much of itis
longer-term.”

The Fiesta WRC is expected
toreturn to Charlotte later this
season to continue the use
of Ford Performance’s

e-mail: info@speedlinecorse.co.uk | website: www.speedlinecorse.co.uk
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“The RBF has

raised £1m” be |

n November 2011, everything went
a bitorange. Jenson Button, Lewis
Hamilton, Seb Loeb, Ogier and
Vettel... they all wore the T-shirt.
They all painted itorange. And
sodid Jamie Oliver.
And so did Melanie Sykes, helping to light up a
10-yearanniversary well worth marking.
Adecade had passed since Richard Burns and
Robert Reid won the World Rally Championship and
what better way to remember that moment than
taking us backto 1997, a pint of Boddingtons and
theline: “Do you want aflake in that, love?”
Undoubtedly, Burnsie would have approved.
Richard couldn't be with us to paintit orange. He
had, of course, passed away four years on from
taking the title. And the orange thing wasn't just
about remembering a great mate, brilliant driver
and world champion. It was about something even
more important than that, it was about helping the
Richard Burns Foundation to raise money for,
among others, the Youth Cancer Trust, Make a Wish,
change would be debated at the next Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance and Brainand
Commission meetingin May. Spine Foundation.
oo Why am I telling you this?
— Because, after years of rattling buckets and
raising an utterly inspiring £1,030,953.25,
RBFis shutting its doors.

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

‘Elliott was untouchable
on Rally North Wales’

Historic championship thrills, p26

Powerstage rules
under the spotlight

Anybody lookingtotakeatactical
approach tothe powerstage running
order will find themselves ineligible
for pointsfrom the final stage

of World Rally Championship
qualifiersfrom next week’s

Tour de Corse onwards.

Driverstook penaltiesand
jockeyed for position on the
powerstage in Sweden and Mexico,
forcingthe FIA totakeaction. The
WRC Commission votedonarule
changelast week and that is expected
toberubber-stamped by a World
Motor Sport Council e-vote before
thestart of Corsicaon April6.

Sebastien Ogier checked intothe
powerstage late toimprove his place
ontheroadin Sweden, while Thierry
Neuvilleand Ott Tanak followed suit
in Leon. That meant the cars weren’t
in action when they were expected to
beonthelivetelevision test.

M-Sportmanagingdirector
Malcolm Wilson said he would
welcome the change: “A solution
which would mean crews forfeiting
their chance to take points would
seem themost sensibleand
straightforward solution and that
would get our support. Wedid it
in Sweden, othersdid itin Mexico
and we have absolutely noissue
with that whatsoever.”

Thematter hasbeen broughttothe
table sooner than expected, with FTA
rally director Yves Matton telling
MNinMexicoapossibleregulation

Lefebvre leads the competitive R5 field on Tour de Corse

de Corsehe’sfinishedinafactory
car make forimpressive reading.

From 72 stages completed, he was Stephane Lefebvre will give Fabia.Japan’sRallySweden  joined by four Abarth 124s. More than 500 volunteers — including patrons
fasteston46and held thelead for 55. Citroen’s C3R5itscompetitive  sensation TakamotoKatsuta  DefendingR-GT champion Reid, Marcus Gronholm, Guy Wilks, Marino

“It’snicetobebackin Corsica,” debutatnextmonth’sTourde istheleadingFord FiestaR5 Romain Dumasisnot Franchitti and Markko Martin — have delivered
Loeb said. Corse, an event packed with runner away behindthe Czech amongtheentries. than 15.000 h f rtf

“IT’have very good memories of this itsbiggestentry forthreeyears. Republic’sasphaltexpert. Theentryisbolstered by the mqr S ey qurs oOfsupportioracause
place-Thad my firsttitle here, but that Lefebvre will bejoined on Briton Gus Greensmith fullfield of 13 Junior WRC cars, which nob_ody COUld Ignore.
wasalong time agonow in 2004. theFrenchisland byhisfellow iscompetingin Corsica,but  including Brit Tom Williams. And adriver we will never forget.

“Andnowitis 14 yearslaterand Frenchman Yoann Bonato his Ford FiestaR5 won'tbe Atthefrontof thefield, Justas RB was a pioneer forin-car safety during
stillin Corsica for therally,it’'sanice whodrives another C3R5. registered for points. Bryan Bouffier returns to his time in the World Rally Championship, RBF has
feeling. Ireally enjoy this place; Ilike The April 5-8event provides The Bastia-based rally has drive M-Sport Ford’s third : g -
it:Icameafew times with the boat theperfectbenchmark forthe 92entriesandincludesthe Ford Fiesta WRC and s L vering LSRRI IS

inthe cause it has supported. And it's hard to imagine

fortheholidaysand, of course, it’s World Rally Championship’s  healthiestturn-outyetforthe Sebastien Loeb partners
alsothe Frenchrally, so this s very latest R5 car, with Jan FIAR-GT Cup,wherethree  Kris Meeke in the Citroen abetterwayto close out 11 years than, on the lock-
niceaswell.” Kopeckyleading the WRC2 Porsche911s(includingone squad for the second event stopsin abrace of bright orange Toyota GT86 rally

See Loeb featureon p22/23 field away in hisfactory Skoda  forIrishmanJohnCoyne)are insuccession. cars. RBF's final major donation is to Spinal Track —
— acharity which offers disabled drivers the opportunity
— to live amoment ortwo in top. Prior to RBF's
involvement, all the Spinal Track cars had been
used on circuits. Not any more; those GT86s are
setready for the loose.

Richard's former girlfriend Zoe Scott said: “The
Richard Burns Foundation was some small answer
to the large question posed by Richard’s untimely

death.lam proud of what our volunteers, charity

=5 — W

Ingram chuffed with his Azores pace

ChrisIngramhasdescribed
his competitivedebutina
four-wheel-drive carasa

attentionstothe Canary
Islandsand the ERC’s second
round, an all-asphalt affair on

“dream cometrue” onlast the Spanishislands (May 3-5). .
week’s Azores Rally. “Everything hasbeenso partners, corporate patrons and ultimately our
The Manchester driver focused on the Azores up donors have achieved in Richard's name over the
madehisdebutinhis untilnow,” said Ingram, past 11 years. Itis now an appropriate juncture to
ggksportﬁruﬁilgggabi_a “butr‘;gwl’llstar“tW?ﬁng calltime on our work, celebrate what has been
, wonthe unior on getting some seal e 2 3 2 2
UsBcategory and finished inthe Skodaon Tarmac achieved in his name and pass the baton to Spinal

Track, a brilliant and fitting initiative that really does

fourth overallbehind Alexey  before the Canaries.” . 0
have the power to change lives.

Ingram flew on his way to a fourth place finish last weekend

Lukyanuk, Ricardo Moura Oneareahe willbe keen to | g< v )

and Bruno Magalhaes—all work onis his pacenotes. Predlctably, |can'tbelieveit's 11 yearssince RBF
of whom are previous “Tused my notesfrom last started. Even more shocking are the 17 that have
winnersof theevent. yearinthe Azores,” hesaid. passed since RB grabbed the hand of the man sitting
e dietlalipesine saiielll B next to him to inform Reidy that — in case of any doubt
justhow enjoyableit wasto two-wheel-drive car,Thad so —he now actually was: “The bestin the world!”
drivethiscaronthoseroads, muchdownas ‘max’andit Y ’ ’

it’swas pretty mint,” Ingram
told MN. “This was a genuine
dream cometrue. Thisis
somethingI’ve been working
on for solong, tofinally be
hereanddrivingan R5car—
and acar so brilliant from
Toksport—it’sjustamazing.”
Now Ingram will turn his

justwasn’tin the four-wheel
drive. Iwashavingtojudge
each corner as we were
comingtoit, which really
wasn’tideal. We’ll have that
sorted for the nextone. But
formyfirsttimeinanR5car,
IthinkIachieved everything
that was possible.”

Richard Burns was an inspiration for a Foundation
which delivered realisation of dreams. To those of you
who helped — especially the unsung heroes like Liam
Cloggerand Colin McMaster — must go a huge thank
you. Your efforts and your millions changed lives.

Just like the first bloke to paint it orange.

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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ran in 2017

ByJack Benyon

The Malcolm Wilson Rally
will not runin 2018, after
originally being postponed
from its March 3 date due
tobad weather.

The second round of the
BTRDA Rally Series had looked
extensively at where it could
fitbackintoacongestedrally
calendar. The event worked
withboth the Cheviot Stages
[October 28] and Malton Forest
Rally [November 4], along
with the Devil’s Own Road
Rally [October28]inan
attempttoreschedule.

However, due tothe North
Lakes Forestsnotbeing
available, thenecessary
mileage fora BTRDA event
would have been unachievable.

The BTRDA Rally Series will
now run with one fewer eventas

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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MALCOLM WILSON RALLY
FAILS TORESCGHEDULEIN '18

No date for postponed Cumbrian BTRDA event

itsregulations don’t contain
areserveevent. Asper MSA
regulations, thereserve
eventmustbeincludedinthe
regulationsforthe series.

“We’re obviously
disappointed that the Malcolm
Wilson couldn’tfind adate
torunon,” said Neil Cross,
BTRDA Committee Chairman.
“Weare goingto goas per our
eventregulations and [count
the] best five scores of seven
events, and best four scores of
five events for the MSA English
Championship. Originally it
was six from eight and five
fromsix.”

Onthesubject of why the
BTRDA didn’tidentify areserve
event, Crossadded: “Welike
theidea of having one event
permonth. Generically the
rally season, with the odd
exception of popular events,

like Grizedale, finishes after
Rally GB.Itdoesn’t matter
when Rally GBrunsbut that’s
therough cut-off point. There’s
notalotof events we canlook at
after Rally GB that would fit
the criteria [for beinga BTRDA
event]. The Malcolm Wilson
organisers worked hard.”
The Border Counties
Rally, which was duetorun
the weekend after, alsofailed
tofind adate, although the
Mid Wales Stagesisbeing
re-organised for May 27.
Inastatement, the Malcolm
Wilson organisers praised the fe
support of Cockermouth Town
Council and Allerdale Borough
Council, and also confirmed
that competitors could receive
arefund by emailing details
torsandham7@gmail.com,
quotingthe startnumberand
both crews’names.

nf
o
=
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Williams wants consistency in France

Welsh driver Sara Williams
ishopingtoimprove her
consistencyinabid tomove
up the ClioR3T European
Trophy France standings.
Startingher second year in
the series on the Rallye Touquet
Pas-de-Calaisearlier this
month, Williams set top-three
times overall before retiring

with electrical trouble.

“Ineed to bemore consistent
now,wehadonegood - ==
stageand thenone ;
bad stage,” said

Williams. “Itwas
really slippery,
therewasalot
of mud dragged

== —

outontheroad I E———
Williams’ Clio R3T

andwehada

couple of spins.Ithink we
were unlucky.”

Thenextround of the seven-
event championship, Rallye
Lyon-Charbonniere on April
20-22,isnew to Williams, but
isfurther south and likely to
havelesscutsand mud
dragged onto theroad.

“I'mlookingforwardtothe
nextround now and gettinga
goodresultontheboard,” the

Brecondriveradded.
A\ ‘“T'dliketodothe

e, wholeseason, butit

* dependshowthe
nextround goes

at one, points
willbelacking.”

becauseif wedon’t
haveagoodrunon

There wasadead-heatin Sunday’s DCC Junior Stages
Rally atIngliston when Lewis Haining and Johnnie
MacKay finished on anidentical total.MlacKay lost out
onthefinal stage and admitted:“Iwas justtoo cautious.”
Haining-in his firstrunin hisnew Skoda-was delighted
with his first Junior victory, winning courtesy of fastest
time on the first stage:“The Skodahas abetterrearend
thanmy previous carsolcanleanharderonthebends.”

4x4 series runs off-road all around the UK and has low entries

British Cross Country could he cancelled

A decision was expected to be
made on Monday as to the future
of the British Cross Country
Championship, due to alow
number of entries.

MNunderstands that the series
garnered 24 entries, one short of
its 25 threshold torun set by the
organiser.The MSA-backed
championship, run by the
Marches 4x4 organising club,
was settotakein sixrounds
across the UK this year.

Last year’s chanmpionship was
won by Martin Gould in a Buxton
4x4 Rivett and he had been one of
thoseslated toreturn.

A Facebook page, run by the
championship photographer but
not affiliated to the Marches 4x4,
confirmed thatthe
championship had indeed been
cancelled for this year.

The championship was
unavailable for comment as MN
went to press on Monday.

Butler debuts sub-£6000 Toyota Corolla for two-litre BTRDA’s Rally First class

Butler debuted new-build Toyota Corolla last weekend

the BTRDA. The 2005 carisan
1800cc and Butler used it to

Guy Butler debuted anew 200+
bhp Toyota Corolla T-Sport built

people buildingthem. The
Corollais 1800cc butthey’re

for £6000 on Rally North Wales finish 23rd of the modern around 180bhp standard, so

last weekend, ahead of usingthe two-wheel-drives last Sunday. they’re quite a powerful lump. So

carinthe BTRDA “Welooked at what we could we’ve boughta couple of them.

Rally Series this year. dodifferently thanlast year,” “It’sabit unusual so we’ve had
The car, built by John Goff said Goff, whoaimsatentry-level  towork with different suppliers

to get thingslike the suspension
sorted. Bilstein has worked with
ustogetitright. It’san affordable
car, it’s costaround £6000 to build.

of Rallyme, isa culmination of
analysing what would make the
most cost effective car for the
Rally First 2.0 championshipin

rallyingtobringnew drivers
intothesport. “The BTRDA has
launched the Rally First 2.0 class
buttherehasn’tbeen many

That’s the mindset we have to
have.Itshould be a competitive
carand I’'mreally happy with
howit’s comeout.”

Butler, who has competed
inthe Fiesta ST Trophy for two
seasons, added: “John’s
developed the Corollasand
done afantasticjob.I'm going
todoafewralliesinitand
I’'mlookingforwardtoit.”
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MN’S ROAD RALLYING EXPERT

IAN
IVIILLS

“GPS and w

‘Ingram tops ERC Junior

Under 28s on R5 debut’

Azores Rally report, pl9

Faulkner and Foy

out of hospital

John Faulkner and Peter
Foy’sRally Barbados
entryisindoubtaftera
huge crashonthe AGBO
Stages at Weston Park
earlier thismonth.
Thepairhitanoaktree
and Foy had tobe extracted
and airlifted to hospital.
AtRoyal Stoke University
Hospital,, Faulkner’s foot
was putinplaster, while
Foy was diagnosed with a
broken ankle and femur.
The Ford Escort
MkKk2they were using
was destroyed.
“Thiswasahugehigh
speed accident, Peter and
Iwouldliketothankall
involved in our recovery at
the sceneand careatlocal
hospitals,” said Faulkner.

ITRC won’t
allow RHD R5s

NO RIGHT-HAND-DRIVE

phones are "
tough to police”

tseems thatthe MSA have
bowed to the inevitable: the use
of GPS and navigational systems
will be permitted on road rallies
from January 1 nextyear.

R5s FOR IRISH TARMAG

“Therescue, medical Right-hand-drive R5 converted machines. getaroundtheissues however this was The recommendation was issued

crews, organising cluband cars willnot beeligible Latelast year, MN involved before the notforthcoming.” and put out for consultation in November;

fellow co&npe}tlitors were a(lil to S(l:lore pointsin 1}he b}rloke the n?lws thatthe ﬁ}l;st round (})1f the Aright-hal&;i-;illldve 4 any feedback must have been received by

greatand we havereceive Irish TarmacRally championship was championship. R5carisnotdisallowe DT

many good wishes.” Championshipin 2018. consideringincluding There was extensive under FIA rules. Tobe tode}y (Wed nesd ay, March 2 8)' It'slike |y tobe
Theaccident may force There’salonghistory  theminlate2018, but communication anR5,itmust have been ratified in the summer. Frankly, | c_:an seeno

Foy tomiss the Speyside inIreland of drivers the championship has by Tarmac Rally homologated, and no argument that can be made against the move,

Stages wherehe was due and preparation firms issuedastatement to Organisers Association =~ manufacturer hasyet opposing it would be reminiscent of King

tojoin Mike Faulknerin convertingcarsto confirm otherwise. with boththe FIA, homologateda RHD Canute and that trick he tried with the tide.

his Mitsubishi Lancer E9. right-hand driveand Itread: “Theinitial MotorsportIreland, one. MNunderstands I must admit that initially | had a low opinion
The Sunday modern both Spencer Sport competitor enquiries Tain Campbell [BRC several manufacturers of such ga d gets This stand was pro babl y

AGBO Stagesevent was (Mitsubishi Mirage)and werereceivedin championshipmanager] areconsidering . L .

postponed dueto snow. Dom BuckleyRSC (Ford November2017and and other partiesto homologatinga infl uenced by anincident while I was

It was due to be decided Fiesta)havecompleted  thisallowedlittletimeto tryandfindasolution, RHD R5for 2019. marshalling on a south westernrally 15 years

onMonday if and when or so ago. One navigator had decided to

theeventwouldrun. plot the route on his laptop and navigate

from that. At my control lissued one wrong
approach and, of course, it was to the chap
with the computer.

Things have progressed since then and
it's been common to see navigators, while

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

Results
Roamerlite Novice Road Rally
Organiser: Telford Auto Club When: March 24/25

took on the role of driver for the event.
He and Richard Jones won the

The premieraward onthe
Roamerlite Novice Road Rally

Richard Hunter/Gary Evans took
theirfirst winin almost ayear when

who trounced their oppositionin

the Novice Class by coming home
overaminute and a half ahead of the
opposition. They had led throughout
the night. By coincidence the runner
up spot was taken by Elliott Stafford's
regular navigator, Lewis Sim, who

was taken by Elliott and Sam Stafford,

Beginners Class.

Experts and Semi-Experts weren't
eligible for overall awards, but
Jamie Crump/Robbie Pugh were
the fastest crew of the night, with
Osian Davies/Clive Jones second.
The Staffords were third on
scratchtimes.

they dominated Clitheroe DMC's
Primrose Trophy Rally. The pair
finished the event almost two minutes
ahead of John Robson Rally winners,
Matt Flynn/Rob Bryn Jones. The
result put Jones at the head of the
ANWCC Championship table.

Ian Mills

Where: Shropshire Route: 100 Miles

Starters: 58.

1 Elliott Stafford/Sam Stafford (Mazda MX-5) 3m43s; 2
Lewis Sim/Richard Jones (Renault

Clio 172) +1m35s; 3 Mark Downes/Phil Morris (Peugeot
205); 4 Jake Hilditch/Tony Beddoes (Peugeot 205); 5
Gareth Owen/Michael Hughes (Ford Puma).

Class winners: Jez Maddox/Rhys Lister Jones (Peugeot
206); Sim/Jones; Jamie Crump/Robbie Pugh (Ford
Escort).

plotting, using their smartphones to check out
on Street View some tricky junction or three-
metre control. This, despite the ban on the use
of such devices currently enshrined in the Blue
Book. However how does an organiser keep
aconstant eye on 90 crews overa 140-mile
route? Additionally, road rallying is supposed

McCullough sticks with Fiesta RS for SRC

Scottish Rally Championship
frontrunner Mark
McCullough will continue
in a Ford Fiesta R5 for the
nextround of the series,
the Speyside Stages.

He switched tothe car at
thelast minute ahead of
the season opener, the
Snowman Rally, in February.

McCullough had been
scheduled to drive an R5-spec
Mitsubishi Mirage on the
Snowman Rally but swapped
to the M-Sport built car for
theround.

“It’s an event-by-event
basis,” said McCullough. “The
car costs afairamount torun.

We’ll try and do the whole
championshipif we can.

“There’s afew Fiestas out
in the championship already.
The car seems very good. We
had afewissuesatthe
Snowman with a misfire but
we managed to set fastest time
on thefirst stage which I still
can’tbelieve asI’d never
driven it before that stage.

“Hopefully we’ll test before
the Speyside and get some
miles under our belts.

“It’s going to take a while
tolearn, the carisfar better
thanIam atthe moment!”

The Speyside hasreceived 47
entries as MNwent to press.

Despite a fastest stage time the Snowman didn’t go well

Donagh Kelly won last year’s event based in Londonderry .

Lark in the Park Rally switches to Ballykelly

Nextmonth’s Lark in the Park
Rally will relocate to anew
venue, endingits long-standing
association with Londonderry.

Thenon-championship
meeting will take place at
Shackleton in Ballykelly,
Northern Ireland.

Itbecomes the third rally
promoted by Maiden City
Motor Club torun out of the
former RAF base.

Therally —now renamed the
Shackleton Rally —utilised St
Colum’s Park inrecent times and
on occasions included a closed-
road stage over the Irish border.

Organisers have also said that
therally will comprise six
special stages, with clerk of the

course Declan McCay hopingthe
move proves popular with both
new and returning competitors.

“Ithastaken quite a bit of
negotiating to get therally
move over theline,” he told
Motorsport News.

“Itisalwaysdifficult to know
how the news will be received
but we want to attract as many
entries as we possibly can.

“Forusitwasacaseof either
usethedate orloseit,and the
Motor Club couldn’t afford
todothat.

“Wehadlooked atholdinga
TargaRally instead but there are
lots of events either side of ours
and we feltit might not get the
response we are looking for.”

to be designed for standard cars and any
decent new cars these days has a sat nav
among its plethora of gizmos. It's arule that’s
impossible to police.

It's sad to think that someone can navigate a
rally simply by punching the grid references
into a sat nav, and there are versions that will
accept Ordinance Survey references, and off
they go with an electronic voice telling them
what route to take. Hopefully such things as
farm tracks and three-metre controls should
cause themissues.

I still think that there's a need to ban the use
of mobile phones during rallies; there are too
many nefarious activities for which they can
be used — summoning up outside assistance,
being told which give ways are manned and
having code boards texted back to you. | know
of at least two occasions last year when crews
were caught and penalised for the latter
offence. No doubt these were just the tip of
the iceberg, but organisers are developing
schemes to catch such miscreants, as those
instances show.

We just can't give in to all new technology.
With the development of driverless cars,
the logical conclusion to this evolutionary
movement would be to have such vehicles
guided by sat navs; their progress and timing
could be automatically monitored remotely
and you could have aroad rally executed
without any human involvement at all.
Meanwhile we could sit at home wearing
virtual reality headsets pretending to take
partinarally. That's progress ....I guess.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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LUKYANUK WINS,
INGRAMSTARS

Brit.takes Under28winon

Russian took vict.ory.

POS |DRIVER
Alexey Lukyanuk/Alexey Arnautov

R5debut!By Matt Kew"

e

-f Lukyanuk excélled
& with new technique

A =, |

European Rally Championship, Azores, round 1/8, March 22-24
| CER

| TIME

Ford FiestaR5 2h33m51.7s

Ricardo Moura/Antonio Costa

Skoda Fabia R5 +16.4s

Bruno Magalhaes/Hugo Magalhaes

Skoda Fabia RS +25.7s

Chris Ingram/Ross Whittock

Skoda Fabia R5 +1m24.2s

Fredrik Ahlin/Joakim Sjoberg

Skoda Fabia R5 +2m33.1s

Norbert Herczig/Ramon Ferencz

Skoda Fabia R5 +4m02.9s

Lukasz Habaj/Daniel Dymurski

Ford Fiesta RS +4m12.2s

Rhys Yates/Elliott Edmondson

Skoda Fabia R5 +4m15.7s

Ricardo Teodosio/Jose Teixeira

Skoda Fabia RS +4m43s

Jose Pedro Fontes/Paulo Babo

CitroenDS3R5 | +5m01.2s

Junior Under 28: Ingram/Whittock Junior Under 27: Diogo Gago/ Miguel Ramalho (Peugeot 208 R2) ERC2: Juan

Carlos Alonso/Juan Pablo Monasterolo (Mitsubishi Lancer E10) ERC Ladies’ Trophy: Tamara Molinaro/ Martijn Wydaeghe
(Ford Fiesta R5) ERC Nations Cup: Efren Llarena/Sara Fernandez (208 R2).

fter crashing
outof thelead
of the event last
year, Alexey
Lukyanuk took
victoryon
Rally Azores,

while Manchester driver
ChrisIngram starred on
his R5 competition debut.

“I'malittle bit disappointed
because we could have gota
podium,” mused Ingram.
Toreflecton hisimpressive R5
debutinthe European Rally
Championship slightly downbeat,
despitefinishingfourth overall
and winningastrong Junior
Under 28 for R5drivers, is
testament to the speed with which
headapted tohisnew Skoda Fabia.

“I'think [I’'ve been quick from
the off]just because I have been
waitingfor this chancefor so
longanditsuits my drivingstyle.
I'vedrivenreallyneatand I'm
justhungryforit.”

Inhisfavour, asreigning Under
27champion he was already
familiar with the unforgivingand
often fog-covered mountainroads
of the season-opening Azores
Rally. Butnevertheless, hisand
co-driver Ross Whittock’s three
days werelittered with time-
haemorrhaging setbacksthat
needed overcoming.

A stall atthe beginning of
thefirst stage was followed
by Ingram’s car sufferingan
electrical glitchand cuttingout at
the top of Sete Cidades, costingthe
pair 20 seconds. They were lucky
to escape with only amissingrear
bumper and smashed tail light
after carryingtoomuch speed
through a section of woods
and glancingatree.

“Idon’t know how we got
away withit, we were so, so
lucky,” Ingram said.

Thebiggest dent toa potential

— LW, ~ Y -
Ingram beat issues [l
for Under 28s win

top-three finish came asIngram
picked up arear-left puncture
onthemorning of thefinal
day,losing half aminuteto
thoseahead.
By contrast, Lukyanuk’s
runto victory was relatively
straightforward. Havingmade
anefforttolower therisksinhis
often wild driving style, heheld a
commanding grip ontherally
beyond his 16s winning cushion.
Amomentary visitthrougha
field then a brief scare toavoid a
herd of cowsfailed to unsettle the
Russian. Had itnotbeen fora
brake calliperleak and a half-spin
thatled to some premature donuts
inhis Ford FiestaR5on thefinal
stage then he would have been
nearly aminuteahead of local
heroRicardoMoura.
Lukyanukisback to good health
aftera crash while co-driving/
tutoringin the passenger seat
inhis native Russia hospitalised
him for over amonth. He suffered
afractured heel bonein hisleft
foot, fractured right patella,
fractured pelvis, fractured sacral
vertebrae and bruised lungs.
Three-time Azores winner
Bruno Magalhaes completed
thepodium althoughrear
differential issues ended his
hopes of further progress.
“Weneeded to geta good start
tothe year and we got that with
fifth,” said Fredrik Ahlin upon
his graduation to the ERC full-
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time. Having missed out on
British Rally Championship
title honours by just one point

in 2017, he was unapologetically
conservative with hisdriving,
acknowledgingalso thatit was
DMACK’sfirstrun atthe mid-
Atlanticrally while the majority
of the other runnersranthe
usual Pirellior Michelin tyres.

Ahlin’s CA1Sportteam-mate
and fellow BRC driver Rhys
Yates was making hisfirst
competitive outing after
switchingfrom Fiesta to Fabia,
and only his third event outside
the UK, with animpressive ERC
Under 28 podium behind Ingram
and Ahlin. Getting wedged and
needingtoreverse back-and-forth
pluscarryingtoomuch speed
overajumpand takingaheavy
landingon thefront axle were
dismissed as “stupid” mistakes.
Buthe was hurtmost by getting
held-up behind two drivers,
stopped in separate stages.

Defending ERC2 champion
Libor Erdi Jr withdrew after only
amile-and-a-half with terminal
suspension failure, helping
fellow Mitsubishi Evo X driver
Juan Carlos Alonsotoseal the
classvictory.

With theaim of securing
greaterfinancial backing, Diogo
Gagomaximised his chances of
returning for future ERC events
by winning the Under 27 class
inhis Peugeot 208 R2.

Morrison seals victory in Subaru showdown

DCCsStages

ByJohnFife

Organiser: Dunfermline CC When: March 24 Where:
Ingliston, Edinburgh Championships: Scottish Tarmack
Championship, North of England Tarmac Championship,
BordersRally Challenge, Border Ecosse Car Club
Championship Stages: 8 Starters 74.

The second round of the Scottish
Tarmack Championship earned
Gordon Morrison and Cameron
Fair their maiden rally victory
after aday-longbattle with John
Marshall and Scott Crawford on
Saturday’s DCC Stages Rally on
Ingliston showground.

The two Subaru drivers were
deadlevel after six of theday’s
eight stages. Morrison snatched
athree-secondlead onthe
penultimate test, setting the two
upforafinal stage shootout. Itall
went wrong for Marshall on the
firstleft hander after the stage
start. “The door swungopen as

Thandbrakeditroundthe
hairpin,” chuckled Marshall.

Theincident cost him another8s
and all hopes of victory were gone.

Afteracareerspentracing
quads, Morrison was delighted
with hisfirstrally victory:
“Itwasdifficult. The anti-lag
kept switchingitself off,it was
astruggletotryand keepthe
engine cool.”

John Rintoul and Ross Hynd
completed the podiumline-upin
their Ford Fiesta S2000just 20s
behind Morrison.

Taylor Gibb was fourthin his
Mitsubishiahead of the top two-
wheel-drive machine, Alan
Gardiner’s Escort MK1.

Top 1600 runner was 11th-placed
Ben Wilkinson in his Citroen
Saxo while young Martyn Douglas
scored a convincing 1400 class
winin his VW Polo finishing 29th.

Photo: John Fife

Results

1 Gordon Morrison/ Cameron Fair (Subaru Impreza)
61m 23s; 2 John Marshall/ Scott Crawford (Impreza)
+0.11s; 3 John Rintoul/Ross Hynd (Ford Fiesta);

4 Taylor Gibb/Jane Nicol (Mitsubishi Lancer E9);

5 Alan Gardiner/Robin Nicolson (Ford Escort Mk1);
6 Tom Blackwood/ Gordon Winning (Escort Mk2);

7 Colin Gemmell/ Derek Keir (Escort Mk2);

8 George Auld/Richard Stewart (Escort Mk2);

9 Richard Sutherland/Jack Sutherland (Opel Manta);
10 lain Sanderson/Kyle Dods (Escort Mk2).

Class winners: Martyn Douglas/Brian Pringle
(Volkswagen Polo); Ben Wilkinson/Andrew
Wilkinson (Citroen Saxo); Auld/ Stewart; Gardiner/
Nicolson; Morrison/ Fair.

Willett is unstoppable over Caerwent for third victory in a row

Tour of Caerwent

By Simon Gronow

Organiser: Forresters Car Club When: March 25 Where:

Caerwent Training Area Championships: WAMC Welsh
National Tarmacadam Championship; CMSG Stage Rally
Championship; ASWMC Stage Rally Championship
Stages: 6 Starters 82,

For the third year running, Dave
Willett and John Davies won the
Tour of Caerwentin their Ford
Escort MK2. On their firstevent
of the year, the pair spent the day
testingbrake and suspension
set-ups, which obviously worked,
asthey setfastesttime on every
stage to win comfortably.

Thomas Cooper/Ian Davis
had an “awesomeday” in their
MitsubishiLancer E9, their
onlyissue being brake problems
caused by usingold pads.

Bob Fowden wasregretting
leavinghis SubaruImpreza WRC
on suspension settings used
on Epyntrecently. Heand Paul
Williams spent the day trying to
find the optimum set-up and had
tobe content with third on this
occasion. Despite sufferingbrake
problemson their Darrian T90
onthefinal stage, Richard
Merriman/Kath Curzon made up

sixseconds on Escort G3 crew
Lee Edwards/Mike Robertsto
overtake them forthe class win
and fourth overall.

Results

1 Dave Willett/John Davies (Ford Escort Mk 2)
1h13m16s; 2 Thomas Cooper/lan Davis (Mitsubishi Lancer
E9) +2m 46s; 3 Bob Fowden/ Paul Williams (Subaru
Impreza WRC); 4 Richard Merriman/Kath Curzon (Darrian
T90); 5 Lee Edwards/Mike Roberts (Ford Escort G3);

6 Philip Turner/Simon Anthony (Lancer E9); 7 Oliver
Davies/ Caron Tomlinson (Ford Escort Mk2); 8 Carl
(0’Grady/ Sophie King (Nissan Sunny F2); 9 Malcolm
Jones/Rhys Jones (Peugeot 207); 10 James Self/ Nick
Vigors (Citroen DS 3 R3T). Class winners: Paul Davis/
Keith Richings (Vauxhall Corsa); Jones/Jones; Merriman/
Curzon; Graham Hicks/Steven Hicks (Escort Mk2); Davies/
Tomlinson; Cooper/ Davis; Jonathan Davies/ Kevin Davies
(Peugeot 206); Rod Haven/ Kevin Haven (Escort RS2000).

Photo: Martin Walsh

MOFFETT WINS IN SILVERMINES

Limerick Forest Rally

ByKevin O’'Driscoll

Organiser: LimerickMC When: March 24 Where:
Silvermines, County Tipperary Championship: Irish
ForestRally Championship Stages: 8 Starters 90.

Josh Moffett and Stephen
Thornton (Ford Fiesta R5)
took victory in the Limerick
Forest Rally by 13.8 seconds
from Barry McKenna/Leon
Jordan (Ford Fiesta R5). In
doing so they reignited
their Irish Forest Rally
Championship challenge
after faltering on the opening
round seven weeks ago.
Erstwhile championship
leaders Andrew Purcell/
Mark Wiley - winners on the
previous round, the Willie
Loughman Forest Rally —had
led for the first five stages as

Josh Moffett won in R

Moffett struggled to geta
rhythm. However, a puncture
and subsequent damaged
wheel on the sixth test
cost Purcell 40 seconds and
dropped him to third. The
top threeremained the same
for the final two stages of the
event, which wasrescheduled
after bad weather halted
the original March 4 date.
David Crossen and Aileen
Kelly (Ford Escort) were
another crew to get over a
disappointing opening round
as they came home as top two-
wheel-drive crew in eighth.
Topjunior category points
went to Marty Gallagher/
Dean O’Sullivan (Peugeot 208
R2) from Derek Mackarel/
Daire Hayes (Vauxhall Nova).
Neither of these crews

finished the first round and
with category leader James
Wilson forced into Rally2

on the opening stage after
sliding off theroad, it helped
third placed John O’Sullivan
(Ford FiestaR2)into the
championshiplead.

In the Junior 1000 category
for 15-19-year-olds, Jason
Murphy (Peugeot 107) took
another set of maximum
points. Last year’s champion
islooking good for arepeat
after astrongstarttothe
year, although Scotland’s
Peter Beaton (Peugeot 107)
pushed him all the way.

Aoife Gahan (Chevrolet
Spark) and Rory Byrne
(Citroen C1) were the other
finishers in the category.
Results

1 Josh Moffett/Stephen Thornton (Ford Fiesta R5)
A0m37.4s; 2 Barry McKenna/ Leon Jordan (Ford Fiesta
RB) +13.8s; 3 Andrew Purcell/ Mark Wiley (Ford Fiesta
R5); 4 Cathan McCourt/Brian Hoy (Citroen DS3 R5);

5 Stephen McCann/Kaine Treanor (Ford Fiesta S2000);
6 Gerard Lucey/JJ Cremin (Mitsubishi Lancer E8);

7 Donall Sweeney/ Stephen 0'Hanlon (Lancer E6);

8 David Crossen/Aileen Kelly (Escort Mk2); 9 John
Byrnes/James Lowry (Lancer E8); 10 Shane McGirr/
Eamonn Hayes (Toyota Starlet).

Class winners: Tommy Cuddihy/ Conor Flynn (Honda
Civic); Martin 0'Brien/Brian McCarthy (Citroen C2R2
Max); PJ 0°Connor/Anthony Nestor (Lancer ES);
Moffett/Thornton; John Mulholland/Adrian 0'Connor
(Subaru Impreza); Noel Lappin/Tony McGovern (Escort
Mk2); Mike Garahy/ Eoghan McCarthy (Escort Mk2);
Ruairi Maguire/ Grace 0'Brien (Vauxhall Corsa); James
Dunphy/Shane Gazely (Toyota Corolla); Emmet
Cronin/Seamus McTigue (Escort); Crossen/ Kelly;
Mikey Conlon/ Ciaran McPhilips (Escort Mk2); Niall
Turley/Andrew Wedlock (Impreza); Marty Gallagher/
Dean 0'Sullivan (Peugeot 208 R2); Lucey/ Cremin;
Jason Murphy/ Mathew Murphy (Peugeot 107).
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Barwell has three Lambos,
but no factory racers

+ Vi Holding

Development
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DOFACTORY DRIVERS REALLY
MAKE THE DIFFERENGE?

This year’s grid is a complete sell-out, with 36 cars lining up

E DY
2018 British GT Championship
GT3

DRIVERS | TEAM/CAR | CLASS
Ryan Ratcliffe/Rick Parfitt Jr Team Parker Racing Bentley Continental | Pro/Am
Callum MacLeod/lan Loggie Team Parker Racing Bentley Continental | Pro/Am
Patrick Kujala/Leo Machitski Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini Huracan | Pro/Am
Phil Keen/Jon Minshaw Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini Huracan | Pro/Am
Jonny Cocker/Sam de Haan Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini Huracan | Pro/Am
Nicki Thiim/Mark Farmer TF Sport Aston Martin Vantage Pro/Am
Marco Sorensen/Derek Johnston | TF Sport Aston Martin Vantage Pro/Am
Maxime Martin/Graham Davidson | Jetstream Motorsport Aston Martin Vantage | Pro/Am
Jonny Adam/Flick Haigh Optimum Motorsport Aston Martin Vantage | Pro/Am
Darren Turner/Andrew Howard Beechdean AMR Aston Martin Vantage | Pro/Am
Devon Modell/Struan Moore RJN Motorsport Nissan GT-RNISMO Silver
Rob Bell/Shaun Balfe Balfe Motorsport McLaren 650S Pro/Am
Yelmer Buurman/Lee Mowle ERC Sport Mercedes-AMG GT3 Pro/Am
GT4

DRIVERS | TEAM/CAR | CLASS
Michael O’Brien/Charlie Fagg Tolman Motorsport McLaren 570S Silver
Jordan Albert/Lewis Proctor Tolman Motorsport McLaren 570S Silver
Finlay Hutchison/Daniel McKay Equipe Verschuur McLaren 570S Silver
Joe Osborne/David Pattison Tolman Motorsport McLaren 570S Pro/Am
Ben Barnicoat/Adam Balon Track-Club McLaren 570S Pro/Am
Mike Robinson/Graham Johnson | Balfe Motorsport McLaren 570S Pro/Am
Jason Wolfe/Ben Norfolk & Basil Rawlinson | Invictus Games Racing Jaguar F-type SVR | Pro/Am
Matthew George/Steve McCulley & Paul Vice | Invictus Games Racing Jaguar F-type SVR | Pro/Am
Scott Malvern/Nick Jones Team Parker Racing Mercedes-AMG GT4 | Pro/Am
Michael Broadhurst/Mark Murfitt | Fox Motorsport Mercedes-AMG GT4 Pro/Am
TBC/TBC Richardson Racing Mercedes-AMG GT4 |TBC
Will Burns/Mike Newbould HHC Motorsport Ginetta G55 Pro/Am
Callum Pointon/Patrik Matthiesen | HHC Motorsport Ginetta G55 Silver
Callum Hawkins-Row/Anna Walewska | Team Hard Ginetta G55 Pro/Am
Benjamin Wallace/Nick Worm Team Hard Ginetta G55 Silver
Ben Green/Ben Tuck Century Motorsport BMW M4 Silver
TBC/TBC Century Motorsport BMW M4 TBC
Martin Plowman/Kelvin Fletcher UltraTek Racing Team RIN Nissan370Z | Pro/Am
Jesse Anttila/Stephen Johansen UltraTek Racing Team RJIN Nissan 370Z | Pro/Am
Tom Wood/Jan Jonck Academy Motorsport Aston Martin Vantage | Silver
Will Moore/Matt Nicoll-Jones Academy Motorsport Aston Martin Vantage | Silver
Sennan Fielding/Tom Canning Steller Performance Toyota GT86 Pro/Am
Alex Quinn/Dean Macdonald Steller Performance Toyota GT86 Silver

t’saquestion he’s clearly
been asked before. There’s
ashortpause before the
answer comes. Clipped
and bluntinits delivery.
“I’malready abit sick of
everyone saying works
driversthisand factory driversthat
—when they’reinthe carthey’rejust
drivers, like therest of us. And we're
stillaimingtobeatthem.”

Those were Jonny Cocker’s words. The
2004 British GT champion-the youngest
ever winner of the top classat the age of
18—will be back on the grid this year
sharinga Barwell Motorsport
Lamborghini Huracan GT3 with rookie
driver Sam de Haan.

Cocker hadbeen asked if he, orindeed
Barwell, felt under any extra pressure
given the mass influx of factory drivers
into GT3thisseason. Afterall, Barwell
isone of the only teams on the grid
without oneacrossits three-carentry.

Hisresponse may as well have been
‘who cares?’. “We’reheretorace,and do
thebestjobwecan,” headds. “GTracing
isaboutalotmorethanjusthavingabig
nameontheside of thecar.”

Thissituation has arisen from two
factors. Thefirst being the World
Endurance Championship’smoveto
justfiveroundsthis yearaspart of its
13-month superseason. Aston Martin’s
Vantage GT3isinthelast year of its
lifecycle, and AMR would probably like to
extend the winningrecord of British GT’s
most successful model ever, sohas
pluggedfive of its WEC driversinto seats.

Jonny Adam, Marco Sorensen, Darren
Turner, Nicki Thiim and AMR new boy
Maxime Martin will all take part.

The second factoris the knock-on effect
of that, with some taking the ‘fight fire
withfire’ approach,so Mercedes man
Yelmer Buurmanisintoo, asisMcLaren
ace RobBell. It’s fair to say thelevel this
year will be higher than it ever hasbeen.

But while the spotlight has shone
brightly on the star additions, the six
pairslackingafactory star have just gone
about their business, quietly takingaim

atthesuperstars droppingdown into
whatislargely their territory.

Barwell hasits own secret weapons.
Cockerisone, rising Finnish star Patrick
Kujalaisanother, butarguably its biggest
assetis Phil Keen.

“Theentry list this yearis mega, but for
me seeingthosenamesjust givesme extra
motivation,” says Keen, who alongside
JonMinshaw hasbeen runner-upinthe
championship for the last two seasons.

“Wedon’tneed works drivers. We’ve got
three strong pairings and one of the best
team and car combinationsaround, so
we’re more than equipped tofight. And
let’snot forgetthey’ve gotalottolearn,
andalottoloseasit’sgoingtomake the
rest of uslook great when we do beat
them. Jon’sready and up for it this
year,and I'll just keep driving my socks
off and we’ll see what happens.”

Onepoint thereis very valid. Despite
havingthe profile, many of the factory
boysdohavealottolearnabout British
GT. Some of the tracks, for example.

Barring two-time British champion
Adamand Bell, the othersdon’thave
extensive experience of the British
circuits. Turner has tested on most, but
hasn’traced on them for many years.
Sorensen hasabase grounding from
his 2008 British Formula Ford campaign,
similar with Buurman who did British
F3backin2006. Thiim has only raced at
Silverstone atinternationallevel, and
did the FFord Festival once in 2006.

“Thereisdefinitely alottolearnforthis
year,” admits Martin, who will share his
Jetstream Motorsport Vantage with GT
Cup champion Graham Davidson. “This
isareally high level championship now,
in terms of thelevel of the cars, drivers
and teams. It’'sallnew tome. Even the
Vantage GT3isquitenewtomeasI've
spent most of my time with BMW. It’s
difficult to know what we can expect, but
I'mheretotry and dosomething good.
There’sfive Aston drivers, so people say
we’re going to work together and fix
things. But we’re all herein separate
teams with separate customers, so we will
findithardtodothataseach one wantsto

winandit’s an even competition between
everybody. We obviously don’t want to be
crashingintoeach othereitherasthat
won’tlook good for anyone involved!”

Inaddition many of the worksracers
will bemore used toracing with other
pros, sothe concept of British GT’s
successful Pro-Am format willalsobea
learning curve. Asfastasthe Prosare,
they can’t win unless their team-mateis
nurtured, coached and performing.

That evens the playing field when
youlook down the entry listasalmost
each factory driveris paired with an
unfamiliar team-mate, meaning
relationships have to develop quickly.
One partnership without thatissueis
reigning champion Rick Parfitt Jr.

Thenumber one Bentley has
undergone much change over the winter.
Title-winning team-mate Seb Morrisis
off to Europe, and he’s been replaced by
Welshman Ryan Ratcliffe, wholifted the
GT4crownalongside Parfitt back in 2013.

Thepair are, effectively, one of the
lowestrated teams on the grid, with
Parfitt being a Bronze and Ratcliffea
Silver-graded driver. Does that mean a
titledefenceisout of the question?

“We wouldn’t be here if we didn’t think
we could win, it would just be a colossal
waste of money otherwise,” says Parfitt.
“Sure, itlookslike we're up against it
butit’s consistency that wins this
championship, notjust outright speed.

“Whoever is champion this year will
winit with much fewer pointsIthink. It’s
sotight nobody will run away with it. If
you finished fourthineveryrace you’d
win the championship, I still believe that.”

If Parfitt can reproduce the
performances hedidlastseason, he’s
likely tobe at the front of the Amfield,

“We’re all here
to try and
W-j,n"
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CALENDAR
2018BritishGT
Oulton Park |Mar31-Apr2
Rockingham | Apr 28/29
Snetterton 300 May 26/27
SilverstoneGP |Jun9/10

Spa-Francorchamps [{Jul 21/22
Brands Hatch GP !Aug 4/5
DoningtonParkGP_ | Sept 22/23

McLaren is back
with Balfe team

Parfitt (inset) says he and Ryan Ratcliffe face an uphill battle to retain title

which will still give the car afighting
chance. Inthe other side of Team
Parker’s garageisIan Loggie and Callum
MacLeod. Ex-Formula Ford champion
MacLeod was often the fastest Bentley
driverlast season,and heand Loggie
havebeenrackingupthe testingmiles,
sowill be ones to watch.

The Nissan GT-R GT3 of Struan Moore
and Devon Modell blends a youthful
driving team with the proven experience
of factory team RJN Motorsportin
what could be one of the surprise
packagesof theseason.

Cocker’steam-mate de Haanisanother
areaof intrigue. This will be his first
season of racing. NotjustinaLambo.
Ever.Hetoohasbeen gainingmileage
pre-season—and with severalrace
outingsin Caterhamsand Mazdas
tobuild himself up tothe necessary
International Clicence grade for British
GT. Cocker says: “Sam may be lacking
inexperience, buthe’s progressed
amazingly sofarandhe’strainingand
testingintensively.Ithink he’ll surprise
afew peoplethisyear.”

The experienced Lee Mowle and
Buurman havetitle credentials. Mowle’s
British GT history has been chequered
—hefinished third overall alongside Joe
OsborneinaTriple Eight BMW in 2015,
buthasbeenlesssuccessful since and last
year only did a part-season.

With a full year, knowledge of the
Mercedes AMG GT3and the experience
of ace engineer Keith Cheetham, Mowle

and Buurman arein with ashout.

McLarenreturns forits first full
British GT3 season since 2016 with Balfe
Motorsportrunningan entry for Shaun
Balfe and Bell. The pair have been class
winnersin the International GT Open
before switchingfocus.

“Wefelt we’d gone asfar we couldin
GT Openand whenIheardtheentry for
British GT'itjust seemed like another
level up,” says Balfe. “If we can win here
then we can pretty much win anywhere!”

Thenlastly, we have the fleet of Astons.
Beechdean returns with Andrew Howard
sharing with Turner. The team knows all
about British GT, having won titlesin
both classes, and Howard hasnothingto
prove. He and Turner form the oldest
pairingonthe grid—-atacombined age of
97-and arguably also the most proven.

Adam shares with seriesnewcomer
Flick Haigh in Optimum Motorsport’s
new Aston effort. Adam knows the
Vantage GT3better than any man alive,
and will be key to the new team bedding
initsnewmachinery quickly.

Thiim and Sorensen slotinatTF
Sport, alongside Mark Farmer and
Derek Johnston respectively. The team
suffered from a difficult to diagnose
chassisissuelast season, which had
the knock-on effect of throwing out the
set-up onthe sister car. Both cars have
been heavily revised for this year, and
with two of the series’ most promising
Amsonboard, Tom Ferrier’s teamis
looking strong yetagain. ®

MORE MARQUES AND
TOPSTARS BOOST FIELD

here was a time
when the British
GT4 entry list just
featured a handful of
Ginettas and a few
Aston Martins.

Now the class has truly come of
age with arecord-breaking-and
more significantly - very diverse
entry for this season. There’s set
tobe 23 carsin the class in 2018,
shared between eight different
manufacturers and 14 teams.

Added to that mix there are some
good drivers, new cars, top-line
teams and yes, even a smattering
of those infamous factory drivers.
Among the entry are eight crews
competing in the Silver Cup
category —designed for semi-
professional drivers -once again
showing the trend for younger
career racers looking touse GT4
as aspringboard.

McLaren becomes the most
popular brand, with its
carbon-bodied 570S leading the
new-generation of GT4 machines.
The car’s prolific straightline
pacelast season made it a weapon,
and this year six will compete.

Tolman fields three cars, two
for McLaren’s new young driver
programme members —-the silver
pairings of Jordan Albert/Lewis
Proctor and Michael O’Brien/
Charlie Fagg—and a third for
new works racer Joe Osborne and
David Pattison in the Pro-Am class.

Balfe runs the car of former
GT4 champions Graham Johnson
and Mike Robinson, while former
F3star, and works McLaren racer,
Ben Barnicoat also joins the
championship for the first time,
sharing a Track-Club entry with
Adam Balon.

“The entry this year is amazing,
so I’m actually really looking
forward to qualifying too, when

everybody’sreally on the limit,”
Barnicoat says. “I don’t know
what to expect, but GT4 has moved
on somuch inrecent years and
it’ll bereally interesting to see
which drivers are fast and how
close the brands are. My jobis

just to be the fastest McLaren
racer, so hopefully McLaren is

the fastest brand too.”

Three new brands join this
year, with Century Motorsport
fielding a brace of BMW M4 GT4s,
Fox, Team Parker and Richardson
Racing running Mercedes-AMG
GT4s, and Jaguar Invictus
Racing’s stunning new custom
F-type SVR GT4s.

The BMWs will be of interest.
The M4 may not stack up to the
570S and AMG inroad-going form,
but therace caris highly developed.

“BMW have thought of
everything, the car’s amazing,”
says Century boss Nathan Freke.
“GT4 has a development cost cap
and because the M4 costs alot less
than a McLaren in base form,
BMW have been able to go deeper
into the development. In my mind
thisis areal pure-bred racing car.”

The car looked quick in early
testing. Ginetta convert Ben Green
will share one with Caterham
graduate Ben Tuck. The second’s
line-up is yet to be confirmed,
but Freke shared it with David
Pittardin testing to cement a
1-2in the timesheets.

The Mercedes is an unknown
quantity so far, with teams due
toreceive the first UK chassis in
mid-March. That leaves little time
for testing, but sources close to
Mercedes motorsport insist the
carisalready a strong platform.

“It’s the perfect Pro-Am car,”
says Scott Malvern, who will
share the Team Parker-run car
with Nick Jones. “The technology

motorsport-news.co.uk MARCH 28 2018 21

Photos:Jakob Ebrey

GT4]

and development that’s gone into
itis amazing. It’s accessible, easy
and comfortable to drive, but at the
same time has loads of power and
agreatbalance. It’ll suit the UK
tracksnicely.”

The Jaguars have been specially
developed by the factory’s Special
Vehicle Operations unit and
custom-built to the order of
SuperDry fashion guru James
Holder. Crewed by members of
the Invictus Games community —
with the Ams swapping mid-year
—it will be interesting to see how
the new cars fare in the races.But
theylook, and sound, stunning.

GT4 stalwart Ginettais
represented with four cars, two
each for last year’s title-winning
team HHC Motorsport and Tony
Gilham’s Team Hard.

HHC expands to two entries for
the first time, with GT4 Supercup
champion Callum Pointon sharing
with Patrik Matthiesen and Mike
Newbould partnered by ex-BTCC
man Will Burns.

Both of HHC’s champion drivers
from 2017 - Will Tregurtha and
Stuart Middleton - have moved on
to Europe, but team head Charlie
Kempreckons a title defenceis
still on the cards.

“Callum and Patrik will be out
for the championship, no doubt,”
he says. “Both of them have bags of
ability. Mike and Will can fight for
the Pro-Am title and will only get
stronger as the year goes on. The
Ginettais still a great, proven race
car and is strong on its tyres, so
thelonger races should be great
forus.”

RJN will also run two Nissan
370Z GT4s, and should not be
written off. With Martin Plowman
sharing one with the ever-
improving Kelvin Fletcher, the
pair could be in title contention.

McLaren becomes the
most popular GT4 brand
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David Evans discovers that the French legend has some clear targets for his

Loeb has a
new philosophy

ebastien Loeb
settled back and
puthisfeetupon
the chair opposite.
Today had been a
good day at work.
Andnow it was
time for aquiet beer and a
moment’sreflection on his first
World Rally Championship
Saturday in a while.

For anybody else, day two of Rally
Mexico would have been an amazing
day; out of full-time WRC competition
since 2012, Loeb stepped back aboard
Citroen’s C3 WRC and won a stage
onday one, then moved into the lead
of the event on day two. But the
sweetness of that Saturday night
cerveza was tainted by the
Guanajuatito puncture which
dropped him from first to fourth.

The world’s moved on and it’s
Corsica test time now, just

LOEB

N 2

inland from Algeria. But that
punctureinthe hills above Leon
still bugs him. “It wasnice to be back
in Mexico,” he tells Motorsport News.
“Ienjoyedit, but that puncture...”

The passing of the seasons tells only
intheincreased prevalence of salt
over pepper in the trademark on-event
Loeb stubble. One thing which remains
isthe humility.

“BeforeI went tothatrally, Ireally
didn’t know what would happen,” he
says. “Tjustdidn’t know. I wasreally
happy thatIwas able to be on the pace
andin thefight with the other guys
who have been drivingthese carsevery
week. For my speed, I wasn’t sure, but
it’snicetoseethatit’sstill there.”

For many, Loeb’s return undermined
the current crop of World Rally
Championship stars.’'mnotsosure.
Let’snotforget, thisis Sebastien Loeb.
For anybody reading these pages
atprimary school, or for those who
struggle with amedium-term memory,
Loebwasreally quite good at the height
of his power. Really good like, history-
rewriting (and then rewritingagain)
good. Much asrallyingisallabout
speed and reactions, it’s also about
experienceand guile. The nine-time
champion has those four bases
perfectly covered.

Butnext week there’s an even bigger
test. Next week Loeb comes back to
Corsica with numbers on the doors

E TR T
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forthefirsttimeinadecade.It’seasy
toreach back and remember 2008,
when he crushed everybody, won
all-but two of the 16 stages and left
theisland on the back of a three-minute
win. But what’s goingtohappen
thistime?

Again, he’sinthedark. And atthe
moment, hehasn’tdriven the car, so
hedoesn’tknow.

“They [the other drivers] tell me the
biggest difference with the carison
theasphalt,” hesays. “I guessnow
Tjustneedtogetinitanddriveand
find out for myself.”

If Mexicoisanythingtogoby, he’ll
berightthere. Whatround three
absolutely taught usisthat Loeb’s
eyeremains very firmly in. He might
have been away from the WRC, but he
hasn’t been away from competition.
Ring-rusty he might have been, but
match-fithemost certainly was.

Loeb’sarrival at the test was slightly
later than planned after logistics
were complicated by the need for
his presenceataneventin Paristhe
eveningbefore. One of the reasons
Loeb called time on his stellar WRC
career was because of the onerous
timetable. Ironically, he’s busier
thaneverright now.

After Mexico came the first round of
the British Rallycross Championship
at Silverstone, then a trip to France,
then Corsica, then back to Silverstone

for the World RX launch and then back
to Corsicafortherally.

“After Barcelona and the first[World
RX]race, then things might be alittle
bitmore quiet,” he says. “Maybe then
Icanrelax alittle bit. But for now, I
seem to be hardly ever at home. You ask
about my training for Mexico-there
really wasn’tsomuch time. Itried todo
some work before Dakar and before the
season, butI was so busy. There’snot
much time for the gymnow.”

The current generation of World
Rally Championship drivers are
intensely focused on fitness, nutrition
and physiology and intently focused on
doing their homework with onboards.
While Loeb kicked back with a pint,
plenty of hisrivals were either tucked
upinbed orloopingfootage of
themselves running through the
recce. After seeing him beat themon
the stages on Saturday, one can only
imagine the psychological effects of
seeing him shun a fruit-flavoured
isotonicin favour of a Heineken
oraglassof red.

Allof theabove pointsto Loeb’s
pedigree and class asthereasonshe
was able tofight at the front in Mexico.
And willlikely do the samein Corsica
next week. If not, it’sincreasingly clear,
itwon’t be the end of the world for Loeb.

Graftdone,it’shistimenow. Or that
wasthe plan.

“Iwanted to see different disciplines,”

TS

hesays, “and I'm doing that. Maybe last
year was alittle bit too much though,
with Dakar andrallycross. Last year
there was somuch todo with the testing
[for Dakar], then we did Silk Way
[Rally]and Morocco [Rally] as well.
Itwasalot.”

Peugeot committed a significant
resource to afour-year Dakar
programme with the sole aim of a Loeb
victory. Intheend, if didn’tcome. And
talking to Loebnow, it soundslike there
wasn’t much love lost between him and
world’s most arduous marathonrally.

“We were second last year,” he says,
“butthateventisdifferent. The driving
styleisnot the same [asfor the WRC],
it’snotalways [about] the speed, but for
therightline, thingslike that. Ididn’t
enjoy that side of things somuch. Itried
it, but you know youneed somuch
experience there. WillIbe back? It’snot
inthe plan right now, but furtherinto
the distance, who knows?”

The current plan, which runsfor the
nexttwo years, is very firmly fixed on
rallycross. Despite MN’s best efforts
toget Loebtoreconsider and return
full-time tothe WRC on the back of
hissensational Mexican outing, the
44-year-old Alsatian isallabout
rallycross—especially after convincing
Peugeottoget behind the seriesand
take the 208 WRX back in-house.

Theeffect of Peugeot’sentry
becomingafactory effort won’t be




feltimmediately, accordingto Loeb.
“We don’thave anew car for this
year,” hesays, “we havelast year’s
carforthefirst part of the season.
There are someimprovements, but
theteamis working hard tochange
thingsand bring the evolution for
the car with alot of differentthings
duringthe year. Thope this will be
enough, but we don’t know.”
Does that shift the emphasis towards
nextseason’s WRX title for Loeb?
Hesays: “Let’s see what is the changes
with the bigevolution for this year.
What didn’t change is my motivation,
Istill want to win. We have more
experience for rallycross now and
that’simportantand I'mready to
continue to work hard for this. We
have alottowork on with theteam
andIhopeit will be good enough.”
Loeb’spainfully aware that the
WRX fieldisbecomingincreasingly
competitive with Audi, Volkswagen
and now Renault takingan increasing
interest, albeit via private teams.
“This competitionis good,” he
says. “It shows the championshipis
interesting for people and thelevel
isreally high. We could see this at
Silverstonelast week when I was
competing there for the first time.
The gap tothenext car was very big
and this shows the differencein the
level between the national sportand
World RX. In World RX, everythingis
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improvingall the time. 'm enjoying
this. Thefeelingon thestartline,
when you have so many of these cars
around waitingto go, is stillincredible.

“For sure, Ireally enjoy the sensation
of rallyingand nothingisthe same
asthis-Idiscovered thatagainin
Mexico. But there were reasons why
Istopped competinginthe WRC and
they didn’tchange.”

Testament tothat decisionis his
response to the potential for a free
weekend in August being taken up
by areturntoRally Germany, his most
successful event with nine wins.

“That,” hesays withagrin, “isin the
summer holidays.I'll be on the beach.”

It’'s well documented that Loeb
grew tired of the travel and testing
commitmentsafter 15 yearsat the
sharpend of worldrallying. Granted,
he’ll still belong-haulingitto Canada,
Americaand South Africa with WRX
this season, but the vast majority of
Europeanroundscanbedoneona
quick turn around between Thursday
and Sunday.

Fromtalkingtothose closetothe
top of the PSA Group hierarchy,
Loeb’simportance simply can’tbe
underestimated. Hisnose might have
been out of joint when he was dropped
from Citroen’s World Touring Car
Team at the end of the 2015 season,
butbringing Citroen, Peugeotand
DStogether under one PSA Group

Motorsportroof has served Loeb well.

PSA Group chairman Carlos Tavares
talksabout Loebas being “one of the
family”. He’smore than that. He’sthe
chosen one, the favoured son, the
pomme of the collected PSA oeil.

Priorto Mexico and after Craig
Breen’sruntosecondin Sweden,
Tavares and co. came under fire for
extollingthe virtues of Citroen’s
development programme for junior
drivers. And then ditching Breen
fora44-year-old.

Asked about this policy by MN,
Citroen CEO Linda Jackson took aim
and smacked usto the boundary with:

“I'mnoteven going to debate Sebastien.

Sebastienis part of the PSA family and,
forme, he’s part of our history.I'mnot
even goingtocomment [on this].
Sebastien’s a great ambassador for
thethreebrands, thisis something he
wanted to do and it’s something we’re
quite happy toshare with him.”

Undoubtedly, Breen being forced
aside hitthe Waterford driver hard,
butit was only in Mexico where the
thinkingbehind Citroen’s decision
tobringLoebback to the C3 became
moreapparent.

Out of nowhere, the press office
became that bit more French again.
One prominentjournalist from the
Channel’s northern shores told MN:
“In France, it’s simple: the people don’t
know Craig Breen. Even after Sweden,
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The ‘feeling’ came straight back for Loeb on hisWRC comeback

SOME SERIGUS FIN

it’s stillnothing compared with Loeb
comingback. We made so many pages
talkingabout this storyandin France
itmakestotal sense. Thereis some
sympathy for Craigfrom those who are
closerinthis sport, but tomost of the
country and for those who know sport,
butmaybenot therally, then Sebisthe
story fornow.”

Next week that story continues in
Corsica, butright nowit’s time for Loeb
toget back behind the wheel. Again.

The morning concludes team-mate
Kris Meeke’sfinal runningin the car
ahead of an event he came so close to
winninglast year. The Dungannon
manis happy to have Loeb alongside
him for the season’s opening
all-asphaltencounter.

“It’sthe same as Mexico,” says
Meeke, “he comes here with somuch
experience. He’s seen theseroads-OK
maybenot theseroads—but thisisland
inall weather and different conditions.
It’sfantastic forme tobe able to talk
tohim andlearn from histime with
thisteam.”

Anybody who doubted Loeb’s
continued fan-appeal has clearly been
absent from France’s World Rallycross
round for the last couple of years, when
tens of thousands of fans turned out to
cheerjustone word: “Sebastien.”

It’ll be the same again this season.
Next week in Corsica? Well, that’sa
different matter. Sure there willbea

presence and plenty of Tricolours,
butthe verynature of the event being
onanisland makesittough for
French WRC fans to show their
appreciation. It might have been
betterif the series could have

popped back to Strasbourg, so Loeb
could dash through his streets of
Haguenau once more.

Butthat’snot goingtohappen. And
anyway, thisisn’t some sort of comeback
orfarewell tour, it’sabout Loeb having
agood time doing what heloves.

And few would doubt that Corsica’s
ceaseless curves present more of a
driving challenge than anything
France’snorth-east had to offer.

Will he win next week; will he win
this season? Nobody knows. But bein
littledoubt, he’ll be doing what he’s
doing with asmile on hisface.

“It’simportant to be enjoyinglife,”
hesays, “and there’salot of pleasure
indrivingthese carsinrallyingand
inrallycross.”

Butasthebalaclava goes on, helmet
on top; belts tightened, fingers flexed,
engine triggered and wheels pointed
atthefirstapex,itall getsabitmore
serious. Enjoyinglife and having fun
asheis, don’tbefooled -the desire to
succeed and the will to win arejust
asstrongasever.

Anda Corsicawin, 10 years onfrom
hislast, would be the perfectlead into
themain businessof the season. ®
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STEPHEN LICKORISH

TIMEFORASERIES CULL?

tis not exactly a new argument and
it’s one that has been made numerous
times over the years. But it’s arguably
more relevant now than ever. My
colleague Jack Benyon has recently
written about the problems national

rallying faces with too many events — and

it’s not an issue specific to rallying, there

are simply too many club racing series and

events in the UK too.

If you take the February 25 edition of MN's sister title
Autosportfrom 1982 as an example, there's an editorial
stating that: “The 1982 season will see 768 qualifying
rounds of 64 championships (including lesser series)
at 228 race meetings. This is our oblique way of
saying, once again, that there is too much motor
racing in this country.”

Now things are even more imbalanced, while the
number of race meetings has only slightly increased
over the past 36 years, the number of categories has
ballooned. There is anincredible 208 club series in the
UKandIreland in 2018. But how can we possibly justify
having 208 series when there are only about 11,000
Motor Sports Association race licence holders —and
that includes those with International licences and
may not race in the UK; certainly notin club categories.

The UKis alone in having such a populated club
scene. Most European countries have only a handful
of incredibly well-supported categories — with the
Netherlands one of the table-toppers with just 25.
Now, there are certainly some excellent club racing
seriesin the UK and the variety is second to none —
both facts that should be celebrated — but that still
does notjustify the sheer volume that we have.

Acloserlook at the list makes it clear that there are
some series that we just don't need.

Take one-make series catering for BMW machinery.
There are seven: Kumho BMW, Production BMW,
BMW Compact Cup, M3 Cup, BMW 330 Challenge,
the BMW Car Club Racing series and the Scottish
BMW Championship. Some of these don't boast
particularly large entries so surely it would be best for
fewer better-supported series rather than having more
not so good classes. Even worse is the Mazda MX-5.
There are five categories just for that one type of car:
the MX-5 Championship, MX-5 SuperCup, MX-5
SuperSeries, MX-5 Cup and MaX5 Championship.
They are just two of the many examples where obvious
reductions could be made.

And given the sheer volume of club racing there is
atthe moment, we are making some changes to the
way we reportonitin MN. Inthe past, we've adopted a
policy of trying to cover every single race meeting, but
we will no longer be doing this. Instead of reporting on
everything, we willnow concentrate on the best that
club racing has to offer and give more space to that.
And as well as freeing up space by not covering
every meeting we will also have extra space by no
longerincluding race resullts.

MX-5 Championship gets big
grids, but not all series do

Goodwood: Great
start to UK season

Again, because of the huge number of races that
take place, huge amounts of space was dedicated to
information that is now widely available online. Instead
of using that space listing the top sixin the results, we
will now have more room to tell the best stories from the
meetings — details that you most definitely can’t get
from an online results sheet. We will adopt an approach
that focuses on the interesting stories, fascinating
cars, best events and amazing people in club racing
rather than the intricacies of every single race — but
we will still cover all the races at the biggest and
best-supported events.

Clubracing is anintegral part of MN, and that will
continue to be the case. No more than one ortwo
meetings per weekend, if any, won't be included. We
feel these changes will better celebrate the eclectic
world that is club racing rather than trying to cover
everything without any great detail. Don't worry, no
organising club or championship willbe banned —and
we will constantly review what is getting reported on to
make sure nothing is getting unfairly left out. And all
series will continue to be included in the news pages.

Asthat editorial from 1982 said: “As the season gets
under way, everything will come out in the wash, with
the best championships drawing the cream. These will

MG Trophy boasts
large entry numbers

be the ones that people will want to watch, while
poor championships will provide the sort of racing
which sends people home yawning.

“A changed attitude is needed from the RAC, the
promoters and the organising clubs. The innovation
of new formula is healthy and necessary but now is the
time for some innovation of a different kind. There is only
alimited pool of people who want to race, and an even
more restricted number who can afford torace. Let's
not squander these resources by trying to cater for
every conceivable minority, so losing out on the quality
ofracing.”

That's justas true today.

Although this column may seem overly negative,
there's no denying the huge amount there is to
celebrate in club racing this year. Earlier this month
the season began in earnest with another terrific
Goodwood Members' Meeting and there'sawhole
host of major categories beginning this
weekend with British GT, BRDC
British Formula 3, National Formula
Ford 1600 and TCR UK all getting
underway. There's certainly plenty
to look forward to in what will be
another exciting, but very busy, year.

“Club racing is an integral part of MN,
but how can we justify 208 series?”

‘u AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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ELLIOTT WINS AS

Running for the first time, the new
Rally 2WD format provedto be a
big hit with the majority of the
two-wheel-drive crews entered
inthe modern section of Rally
North Wales, as they got to tackle
some classic Welsh stagesin
excellent condition.

Following a cautious start,
John Rowlands/Glenn Latham
attacked the third stage,
Gartheiniog, to hold the lead at
service and promised “a big push
this afternoon”. Unfortunately,
time was lost with a stage five
puncture, but Rowlands held
on to take the win, finding the
stagesto his liking as they held
a21-secondadvantage.

Aftera 12 month lay off, Phil
Burton/Mal Capstick were
more than happy with the
conditions: “the stages are
spoton,” enthused the Escort
driver as he finished second.

Bent steering on their Talbot
Sunbeam didn’t prevent Kevin
Shepherd/Jamie Atherton
finishing third as they overtook
David Hutchinson/Jeff Garnett
for the final podium spot on the
final stage.

Inthe separate event for four-
wheel-drive cars, Dylan Davies
and Llion Williams canteredtoa
comfortable win. The pair,ina
Group N Subaru instead of their
usual B13Impreza, ran onthe
same tyres all day and set fastest
time on every stage. Initially, Paul
Davy/Roger Allan were their
nearest challengers, but a broken
driveshaft on the penultimate
stage dropped them to fourth.

Taking theirbest Welsh
Championship result were
second placed Mathew Hirst/
Declan Dear who had agood run
intheir Mitsubishi Lancer E10,
andthey were followed home
by Wug Utting/Bob Stokoe
who had a problem-free run on
theirfirst event of 2018 in their
Impreza. Andy Davies/Max
Freeman retired their similar
carwith turbo failure.

Simon Gronow
Results
Modern two-wheel-drive event
1 John Rowlands/ Glenn Latham (Ford Escort
Mk2) 46m17s; 2 Phil Burton/Mal Capstick
(Escort Mk2) +21s; 3 Kevin Shepherd/
Jamie Atherton (Talbot Sunbeam); 4 David
Hutchinson/Jeff Garnett (Escort Mk2);
5 Alun Roberts/Aled Edwards (Ford Ka);
6 Max Utting/ Mike Ainsworth (Ford Fiesta
ST); 7 Colin Griffiths/Tom Bishop (BMW
Compact); 8 Tommi Meadows/Shannon
Turnbull (Ford Ka $1400); 9 Mike Wolff/
Mark Twiname (BMW E30); 10 Andrew Fox/
Jamie Lee-Fox (BMW 325i). Class winners:
Meadows/Turnbull; Roberts/ Edwards;
Jonathan Whalley/Peter Dennis (Escort Mk2);
Rowlands/ Latham; Burton/ Capstick; Kalvin
Green/Tom Wood (Fiesta ST); lan Jemison/
Dean Kellett (Porsche Boxster).
Four-wheel-drive event
1 Dylan Davies/Llion Williams (Subaru
Impreza) 44mb4s; 2 Mathew Hirst/ Declan
Dear (Mitsubishi Evo 10) +1m 38s; 3 Wug
Utting/Bob Stokoe (Impreza N12b); 4 Paul
Davy/Roger Allan (Impreza); 5 Bob Morgan/
Adie Williams (Skoda Fabia vRS); 6 lwan
Evans/Sion Williams (Impreza); 7 Alex
Howard/ George Fleming (Land Rover
Freelander); 8 Rob Aslett/Ashley Aslett
(Impreza); 9 Ron Hall/ Phil Spilstead
(Impreza WRX) Class winners: Hirst/ Dear;
Davies/Williams; Utting/ Stokoe.

R2WD DEBUTS

Escort Mk2 man kicks off British Historic bi.

Elliott was
supreme in Dyfi

ick Elliottand
Dave Price
scored an
emphatic
victoryon
Rally North
Wales asthey
saw off a quality field to win the
openinground of the British
Historic Rally Championship.

Aftersix stagesacrossthe superb
Dyficomplex, Elliott had an impressive
41-second margin over Marty
McCormack/Phil Clarke and Paul
Barrett/Dai Roberts. However, the
winning gap would have been much
smaller had Escortrookie Osian Pryce
and co-driver Dale Furniss notdropped
almost aminute with a puncture.
Fourthplace, 1m12s down on Elliott, was
stilla fineresult for Pryce ashe sampled
rear-wheel drive for thefirst time.

“There was bigpressure all day but
we had aclean run and the pace has
been good,” said Elliott. “There were a
lot of good people out there.”

Asusual, Elliott was wide awake on
Saturday morningand went eight
seconds ahead of Ryan Barrett/Paul
McCann on the opening Dyfi stage.
Barrett, makinga welcomereturn
togravel after anumber of yearson
asphalt, kept the pressure on and the
margin wasonly 13s atservice after
thefirstloop of stages.

Sadly, Barrett went out on stage
four with a broken’diff and suddenly
Elliotthad a45s cushion over
McCormack. Over the secondloopit
was Ryan Barrett’s older brother Paul
who was onamission. Fastestinthe
two closing stages of BigRay and
Gartheiniogtook him to within two
seconds of McCormack. But Elliott was
homeand dry with ahugely impressive
drive against tough opposition.

Things might have been different,
however, had the BRM-powered Hillman
Avenger of leuan Rowlands and Emyr

Hallnot gone outon stage two with
distributor problems. Rowlands’ time
onthe opening stage was believed to
have been within four seconds of Elliott.

“Wehadaball,” said McCormack after
sittingin the carforthefirsttimesince
thefinish ramp of the Roger Albert Clark
Rally, which he won. Paul Barrett has
putdown amarker for the seasonin
hisjust-finished car. Pryce, meanwhile,
showed his class in unfamiliar
surroundings. “Tlovedit,” hesaid.

“The car hasbeen perfect.”

Another impressive run for Steve
Bennett and Osian Owen netted fifth,
despitelosingaplace back toPryce
when they knocked a tyre off therimon
thefinal stage. Alan Walker and John
Connor battled all day with a misfire, but
rounded out the top six after a friendly
battle with Simon Webster/Jez Rogers,
while James Slaughter/James Whitaker
hadagooddayin eighth overall despite
asteeringrack issue before service.

From afabulous historicfield, there
were many great performances and
it was Bob Bean who headed a strong
Category 1field. Fresh from celebrating
his 80th birthday, Bob and new co-driver
Miles Cartwright were mighty in their
Ford Lotus Cortinaand showed hallmark
pacetowin by aminute from Gwilym
Robertsand Don James.

Other class winnersin Category 1
were Ricky Evans/Mathew Evans
(Hillman Imp), Paul Mankin/Desmond
Bell (Lotus Cortina) and RikKi Proffitt/
Graham Wild (Porsche 911). The Porsche
crew struggled with amisfire but went
clear once911rival Dessie Nuttleft his
carteetering on the edge of abigdrop at
theflyingfinish of thefirststage.

Theabsolute star of Category2was
Adam Milner, with Roy Jarvis getting
theride of hislife in the co-driver’s
seat of their 1600cc Escort Mk1. Their
outrageous speed took them to 10th
overall,a Category 2 victory by aminute
and a half and class C2 spoils by over four

Milner contint-ie-s
to impress in Mk1

POS| DRIVER/CO-DRIVER
1 | Nick Elliott/Dave Price

BHRC, Rally NorthWales, round 1/7, Dolgellau, March 24

| TIME
44m47s

| CAR
Ford Escort Mk2

Marty McCormack/Phil Clarke

Ford Escort Mk2 +41s

Paul Barrett/Dai Roberts

Ford Escort Mk2 +43s

Osian Pryce/Dale Furniss

Ford Escort Mk2 +1m12s

Steve Bennett/Osian Owen

Ford Escort Mk2 +1m22s

Alan Walker/John Connor

Ford Escort Mk2 +1m45s

Simon Webster/Jez Rogers

Ford Escort Mk2 +1mb52s

James Slaughter/James Whitaker

Ford Escort Mk2 +2m02s

Stuart Egglestone/Brian Hodgson

Ford Escort Mk2 +2m13s

=0 |0 N|o|o|Mw|IN

0 | Adam Milner/Roy Jarvis

Ford Escort Mk1 +2m19s

Class winners: Ricky Evans/ Mathew Evans (Hillman Imp); Paul Mankin/ Desmond Bel (Lotus Cortina); Bob Bean/Miles Cartwright (Ford Lotus Cortina);
R Profftt/ Graham Wild (Porsche 911); Milner/Jarv; Bary Jordan/ Paul Wakely (Hillman Avenger); Chris SkillTor Murphy (Ford Escort MK1); David
Hopkins/Tony Vart (Talbot Sunbeam); Egglestone/ Hodgson; Ellott/ Price; Baett/ Roberts.

minutes. “We did the whole eventon
tworeartyres,” said Milner whorallies
onatiny budget. However, there wasa
late scare when aloose oil union was
spotted goinginto the second run of
Gartheiniog. Itallheld together and
Milner went seventh fastest through
thenine-mile stage.

Barry Jordan and Paul Wakely
(Hillman Avenger)had a good day to
win class C3 while Chris Skill and Tom
Murphy (Escort MKk1) topped class C5
despitea troublesome clutch pedal.
Mark Holmes/Craig Simkiss and
Chris Browne/Ali Cornwell-Browne
kept Skill pushingon.

David Hopkins and Tony Vart (Talbot
Sunbeam)had astrongruntoclaim
class D2 while D3 produced another
of thedrives of therally as Stuart
Egglestone and Brian Hodgson claimed
asuperb victory in their Pinto-powered
Escort MK2.

Over themorningstages, Egglestone
had tofly tokeep ahead of Josh Browne/
Jane Edgington and Ben Friend/ Cliffy
Simmons. Despite being on unfamiliar
territory, Egglestone headed the young
chargersat service by 10s but the battle
then fizzled out as Browneretired with
anoilleak and Friend suffered a final
stage enginefailure.
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'MORRIS STILL IN THE THICK OF
THEFORMULA FORD IIGTIU

Morris shot from sixth
to first in race one

Early afternoon Sunday, March 25,
2018, Brooklands corner on the
Silverstone National circuit.
The familiar backfire of period
Formula Ford 1600 engines rattles
by.In among the throng is a yellow
and white liveried Royale RP26
being hustled through the complex
with a lairy zealousness which
makes these cars so gripping
in away the thin tyres could only
dream of doing.

Theragged driving, full of energy and
fervour, doesn’t belongtoa younggun

outtoprovea point. It belongs to FF1600
legend Rick Morris—the man who went
toe-to-toe with a young Ayrton Sennain
1981 and clinched the FF1600title a year
later. AsMorrisentershis47th season
behind the wheel of arace car, the
71-year-old explains with a gentlemanly
humility befitting the series that the
way hedrives acarhasn’tchanged.

“Ohyeah, I'venever thought of myself
astalented, butIdotry and persevere
with every aspect of the car,and make
surethe carishowIwantit, that’s what
Itrytodo,” hesays.

Morris is now into his 47th season of racing — and is still at the front

“I’'ve always been good with cars
thatslide. It’s handy with Formula Ford
generally becauseif you watch these
thingsatsomewhere like Becketts or
Stowe they are continually sliding.”

Remarkably, the popular
Hertfordshireracer was one of the
fewamateur driversable tobattleitout
atthefront of the FF'1600 championships
duringthelate 1970s and '80s with the
aspiring professionals.

In1981,ayoung Brazilian by thename
of Ayrton Sennada Silva was the main
championshiprival, and despite Senna
takingthetitle that yearit was Morris
who led the points for much of the season.

Morris’s part-time effortis also said
tohave been a matter of much chagrin
toSenna.

Butrunningpart-timeis whathas
helped Morris continueracing—and
significantly ata highlevel -intohis
70s.It’s what keeps him coming back
year after year.

“OvertheyearsIhave beenluckyI
haven’thad to pay for myracing, it’s
only thislast yearIhad to pay forit,and
I'mlucky I'mabletodothat.

“I’venever become a professional
racingdriver. All through thelate 70s
and early ’80s virtually everyone at the

front was a professional racing driver,
butThadajob, whichmeantIwasableto
getamortgage, startabusinessand have
some money when I'm 70 to goracing.
Andit’s pureracing—assoon as you put
wingsand slicks onit youmessitup.”
Morrisalsohasafitnessregime that
would put most people half hisage to
shame-something which is also helping
keep him sharpon theracetrack.
“Iamvery keen on beingfit,” he admits.
“Idoalotof cyclingand swimming.
Inascientific way as well, with aheart
ratemonitor and everythingelse.”
Thatfitness has helped him quickly
bounceback frominjury. Hisrun at last
year’s Formula Ford Festival at Brands
Hatch-which began well with a pole
lapinthe wet—was marred by acrash
“head oninto the bank at43mph”
which destroyed the front of the car.
Theexperiencedidn’t put him off —he
wentontoracein South Africaand New
Zealand over the winter while waiting
for hisrepaired chassistoarrivejusta
week before the Silverstone opener.
Watching his efforts trackside, you
wouldn’tknow he was still getting
to grips with his ex-hillclimb RP26.
Duelling with thelikes of Mark
Armstrong, Mike Gardner and debut

It may have been the first day of school
for the Mighty Mini Championship
but the boisterous activity throughout
thefield was more akin to thelast

day of term.

Both 20 minute contests featured
plenty of charging drives—notleast
from the bold efforts of race one
winner Scott Kendall.

Starting on the fourth row for the
first, a fine openinglap culminated in
adiveinside GregJenkins for second
into Brooklands—afeat which allowed
thereigning Super Mighty Mini class
champion to hound David Kirkpatrick
forthelead alaplater at Luffield.

Jenkins kept himself in the mix,
with him and Kendall trading the lead
throughout. It was eventually settled
infavour of Kendall.

Kendall was again in contention for
race two, before Jo Polley made her
presence felthaving overcome anudge

onthe pit straightand a wide moment
at Becketts.

She crossed thelinefirstin afour-wide
runtothelinethankstoan excellent
final exit from Woodcote. “I went through
every placefromfirst to sixth—that’s
why Mighty Minisissogood,” shesaid.

The Hyundai Coupe Cup was
all about the renewed rivalry
between Steve Kite, who took five
winslast season, and Alex Cursley,
who took seven.

Alights-to-flagruninrace one was
good news for Kite, buthe had tohold
off early pressure from Cursley in the
second. A surge from Wayne Rockett
inthird meant Cursley had tofocus
onhismirrors, allowing Kite to escape
with a3.708s gap to Rockett in second.

Jemma Moore began from polein
thefirst Junior Saloon Car
Championship encounter, doing
well tohold off Lewis Saunders

Kendall is Super in first Mighty Mini race to storm from seventh to win

and Ben Kasperczak. Kasperczak
madeadaringlungeintothelead at
Brooklandsjust seconds before a heavy
impact between Moh Ritson and Charlie
Manninthe main pack brought the
safety car out, reducing the number of
laps Moore could challenge for the win.

Kasperczak had therestart under
control, and eased to a 3.558s victory.

Thesecondraceagainfeatured
polesitter Moore being mugged by
Kasperczak —-this time at Becketts
early on. A staunch attack from Steven
Chandler on Moore allowed Kasperczak
towin by more than 7s this time.

If drivers taking a brace of victories
in the weekend’s various single-make
series hadn’t been established by
late Sunday afternoon, it certainly
was when Ben Palmer picked up
his second win from twoin the
Michelin Clio Cup Series.

The currentrace class champion was

Kendall won first Supér Migl?t;r Mlm race, énd jus

challenged only by Anton Spireslast
year, but with Spiresnot competingit
freed the shackles from Palmer who
easedtoa19svictory over Simon
Freemaninrace one. Hefollowed it
up with asecond lights-to-flag cruise
over John Hamilton and Freeman in
thefinalrace.

Ameagrefive-car grid took tothe
Renault UK Clio Cup Junior
encounters. Seriesrookie Nicholas

\I'N] -

] : E7F

Classic Formula Ford 1600
Race 1: Benn Tilley (Merlyn Mk20)
Race 2: Mike Gardner (Crossle 30/32F)

Classic & Historic Thunder Saloons/Blue Oval
Saloon Series

Race 1: Dale Gent (Subaru Impreza)

Race 2: Dave Cockell (Ford Escort Cosworth)

Hyundai Coupe Cup
Race 1: Steve Kite
Race 2: Steve Kite

Junior Saloon Car Championship
Race 1: Ben Kasperczak (Citroen Saxo VTR)
Race 2: Ben Kasperczak (Citroen Saxo VTR)

Michelin Clio Cup Series
Race 1: Ben Palmer
Race 2: Ben Palmer

Super Mighty Mini
Race 1: Scott Kendall
Race 2: Jo Polley

Pre '66 Classic Saloon & Historic Touring Cars
Race 1: Jonathan Lewis (Mini Cooper S)
Race 2: Jonathan Lewis (Mini Cooper S)

Pre '83 Group 1 Touring Cars
Race 1: Stephen Primett (Ford Escort Mk1)
Race 2: David Howard (Jaguar XJ12)

Pre '93 Touring Cars/Pre '03 Touring Cars/Pre
’05 Production Saloon Cars

Race 1: Steve Barden (Honda Civic Type R)

Race 2: David Hunt (BMW M3 E36)

Renault UK Clio Cup Junior
Race 1: Nicholas Reeve
Race 2: Nicholas Reeve

winner Benn Tilley through
Brooklands and Luffield
demonstrates a savvyracecraft.

A phenomenal openingrace
featured progress from sixth to
firstinjusttwolaps, thanks partly
toasearinground-the-outside
masterclass at Copse on Gardner.

Hemay not have finished first, but
his close-but-fair dicing for the podium
positions throughout showed his class
and talent. A spin at Brooklands with
Gardner onlap five admittedly wasn’t
hisfinest hour, but therecovery back
uptothird was very neat. And he bagged
another third placeinracetwo.

With such astrongtrack record and
fine standingin the racing community,
there mustbeasecrettocracking
Formula Ford he has mastered.

“Nowings,noaerodynamics,” he
says. “If youlook over the years people
that have come through Formula Ford -
my team-mate in 79 was Tommy Byrne
and Tommy isregarded asbeinga very
good driver. He was good in 1600, Senna
was good in 1600.

“I'think if you can drive Formula Ford
fastatthe front consistently, you will
beagood driver, nobody would argue
withthat.”

t Irussed out on brace

Reeve led much of the opener until
Gustav Burton got his elbows out
foraninsidelunge at Luffield for
the on-the-road victory.

The stewards deemed Burton
tohave been overly aggressive,
handinghima one-second time
penalty which restored Reeve’s
debut win. A second victory on
Sunday afternoon puts Reeve at
thetop of the standings.
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PERFECT START FOR BLACKWELL-CHAMBERS

Blackwell-Chambers
won a trio of races

Three proved to be the magic
number at Brands Hatch as Danny
Harrison, Will Blackwell-Chambers
and Michael Watton all claimed
hat-tricks in the opening rounds of
their respective championships.

Harrison proved unstoppable in the
trio of Fiesta Championship
encounters, despite the best efforts of
Harry Gooding. After thefirstrace
had been delayed by two stoppages,
Harrison took the spoils by pulling off
asuperb opportunist move at Paddock
Hill when pacesetter Gooding was held
up by abackmarker.

Inthe battle for third, Tom Hutchins
looked to have lost out to Charles
Plumley on the finallap, but a post-race
time penalty for exceeding track
limitsreversed theresultin his
favour. Harrison’sroute to success
was more comfortable inrace two,
takingalights-to-flag victory from
Goodingand Plumley.

Plumley briefly led race three until
beingpushed wide at Graham Hill Bend,
enabling Goodingand Harrison to battle
for glory once more. Goodinginitially
held the advantage, but Harrisonmade a
decisive move on lap seven and never
looked back. Former BTCCracer David
Nye completed the podium after a fine
tussle with Ryan Faulconbridge.

A clean sweep of victoriesinthe Mazda
MX-5 Championship contests helped
Blackwell-Chambers make the perfect
starttohistitle defence, though Samuel
Smith never allowed him time torelax.

Smith led early inrace one until fading
tyresultimately meant he had to give best
toboth Blackwell-Chambers and Oliver
Allwood. Inraces two and three, Smith

provided Blackwell-Chambers with his
strongest opposition, but thereigning
champion did enough to come out on
toponeachoccasion.

Inthethree ‘B’races, run for slower
qualifiers, Paul Tucker took a convincing
victory in the opener ahead of Simon
Woodsand Charlie Rawles. Race two was
won by Clive Powles, passing Marcus
Bailey late on, while Rawles emerged
victoriousin an entertaining four-way
squabblefortherace three honours.

Watton, meanwhile, staked his claim
for successive F1000 Championship titles
with a crushingtreble success. Paul
Butcher, runner-up in the standings
forthe pasttwo years, took advantage
of aslide at Graham Hill Bend by Dan
Clowestosnatch secondinraceone,
but was beaten to the position himself
by Adam Walker in race two. Walker
alsotook second in the third event
ahead of Clowes.

Onedriver tonarrowly missouton
treble glory was Joshua Jacksonin the
Mazda MX-5 Super Series, although
two wins was still an impressive return.
Jackson had twice fought off Jake
Bailey’sattentions to claim victoryin the
openingtworaces, but thelatter refused
tobedenied in the third encounter. After
relentlessly hounding Jackson, Bailey
powered ahead on the approach to
Paddock onlap 18, holding on to win by
just0.158 seconds. Richard Breland
claimed a pair of third places, with
Mazdaracing stalwart Paul Sheard
takingthefinal rostrum spotin thefinale.

Startingthisseason asheended the
last, Scot Steven Dailly was another
double winner in the pair of BMW

Fiesta Championship

Race 1: Danny Harrison (ST)
Race 2: Danny Harrison (ST)
Race 3: Danny Harrison (ST)

Mazda MX-5 Championship
Race 1A: Will Blackwell-Chambers
Race 2A: Will Blackwell-Chambers
Race 3A: Will Blackwell-Chambers
Race 1B: Paul Tucker

Race 2B: Clive Powles

Race 3B: Charlie Rawles

F1000 Championship
Race 1: Michael Watton
Race 2: Michael Watton
Race 3: Michael Watton

Mazda MX-5 Super Series
Race 1: Joshua Jackson
Race 2: Joshua Jackson
Race 3: Jake Bailey

BMW Compact Cup
Race 1: Steven Dailly
Race 2: Steven Dailly

Fiesta Junior
Race 1: James Waite
Race 2: James Waite

Track Attack, Tricolore Trophy & Multi Marques
Race 1: Rich Hockley (Honda Civic)
Race 2: Clive Haynsford (Mazda RX-8)

of both events was therace-long

duel for second between Owen Hunter
andIan Jones; a battle which Hunter
edged each time.

James Waite was uncatchable in
both Fiesta Junior encounters. Isaac
Smith impressed with two solid drives
tosecond, while Josh Steed and Oliver
Turner secured a third each.

Compact Cupraces. The highlight

Reigning F1000 champion Watton dominated all weekend with three wins

KIRKISTOWN: SOOMRCI BY RICHARD YOUNG MARCH 24

MOORE HOLDS ON FOR FORMULA VEE WIN AFTER EPIC BATTLE

There’s somethingabout
Kirkistown that brings out the best
inFormula Vee, and something
about Vee that keeps the wily
Ray Mooreat the head of the pack.
Butthistime, onlyjust...

Moorestarted the ‘A’ race from
pole,and history will record that
heled for most of the two-part affair,
though history also has a habit of
glossing over the details.

Partonelastedjustfourlaps,
with Moore’s black Leastonejust
ahead of the squabblingfield when
Colm Blackburn was ejected from
thetrain,leadingtoaredflagfor
barrier repairs.

Attherestart Moore resumed his
position in front, but his pursuers

were innomood to settle for podium
positions. For theremaininglaps,
the seven-car battle behaved more
likeahigh-speed rugby scrum,
running three or more abreastinto
the Hairpin at times. Moore held on
for victory but only by 0.132 seconds
from Lee Newsome’s green Sheane,
with Anthony Cross, Stephen
Morrin and Gavin Buckley in close
attendance. Everybody had a shot
atthelead at some point, but Moore
wasinfront when it mattered.

A 10-second penalty for an out-of-
position start dropped Buckley
tothetail of the pack post-race,
allowing Luke O’Faolain and Shane
McBride to complete the top six.

Buckley had earlierincurred the

same official displeasurein the
‘B& C’race, where he might have
been credited with second spot
rather than fifth. Ken Browne
was the winner from McBride
and O’Faolain.

By contrast the Formula Ford
1600 races were gentlemanly.
Matt Round-Garrido started
his Medina from pole but was
overwhelmed in the early stages
by Alan Davidson’s Mondiale
and the Van Diemens of David
McCullough and Will Herron.

McCullough eventually
stretched away to win by alength
from Herron, with Jake Byrne
(Ray)finishingthird on theroad.
However, in post-race

scrutineering, Herron—-whohad
struggled in the closing stages with
low oil pressure—was disqualified
foratechnical infringementlifting
Byrneintosecond and Round-
Garridointothefinal podium slot.
Davidson faded tosixth place.
Round-Garrido started from
poleinracetwo,and although
he wasinitially swamped by
McCullough and Davidson, took
justahandful of lapstoregain
control, stretching away to win
by more than 7s. McCullough
claimed the runner-up spot ahead
of Byrne, while Davidson again
had problems, finishingninth.
Jim Larkham (Radical)
withstood massive pressure

from Mike Johnston in his Opel
Tigratowinboth Roadsports
encounters, earning ‘Driver of
theDay’ in the process.

Mark Braden and Conor Farrell
were victorious among the Global
GTswhichranconcurrently.
Their secondrace proved almost
ashecticasthe Veeencounter,
but without thered flags.

Mark Stewartbeat Craig Brown
inabraceof entertaining Ford
Fiestatussles, while Robbie
Parkstwicetopped the Ginetta
Juniorresults ahead of
newcomer Seog Martin.

James Turkington (SEAT) also
scored adouble victory ahead of a
tiny field of saloons.

JWINNERS |

Formula Vee
Race 1A: Ray Moore (Leastone JH004)
Race 1B&C: Ken Browne (Sheane FV)

Formula Ford 1600

Race 1: David McCullough
(Van Diemen TFOT)

Race 2: Matt Round-Garrido
(Medina JL17)

Roadsports
Race 1: Jim Larkham (Radical PRO6)
Race 2: Jim Larkham (Radical PROG)

Ford Fiestas
Race 1: Mark Stewart
Race 2: Mark Stewart

Ginetta Junior
Race 1: Robbie Parks
Race 2: Robbie Parks

Saloons
Race 1: James Turkington (SEAT Leon)

Race 2: James Turkington (SEAT Leon)
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Godfrey to stick with
Mitsubishi for BRX

British Rallycross Championship
leader Julian Godfrey will race a
Spencer Sport-run Mitsubishi
Mirage RX Supercar for a second
eventinarow at Lydden Hill on
Easter Bank Holiday Monday.

Five-time British RX
champion Godfrey finished
fourth in the Silverstone
season-opener earlier this
month, but with the World
Rallycross contenders that
locked-out the podium ineligible
for points, Godfrey took
amaximum score.

The target for Godfrey’s
second Mirage outingis to
continue to fine-tune the
machine’s set-up. “We had
agreat result first time outin
the Mitsubishi Mirage RX at
Silverstone and I want to drive
the car again at a circuit I know
well so hence we’re going to
contest round two at Lydden Hill
init,” said Godfrey.

“Over thelasttwo yearsI've =
not had the best of starts to the
season, so it’s nice to come away
from the firstround in thelead,
rather than being fifth or sixth.”

The Silverstone event was the
Mirage’s most competitive outing
inrallycross to date. “It wasn’t
without drama as we had alot
of panel damage caused by cars
crashinginto us,” said Godfrey.
“That’s partly why we have
unfinished businessin the
Mitsubishi. We wanttogotoa
circuit I know well and continue
to develop a few areas of the
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Chicherit put

miles on the car
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The squad will officially reveal its car
atalaunchin Paris next week, but ran
the new two-litre turbocharged four-
wheel-drive machine at Silverstone
inatestinglivery.

“Thisisreally animportant day for me,
theteam has been workingreally hard
forthelasttwo years,” team owner and
driver Chicherit told Motorsport News.
“Finally we are here driving on track
withthe other carsforthefirsttime,
sowe canhaveabetterideatosee
where we are. When youdrive alone

by yourself for sure you arefast, but
when you’re the only one on track for
sureyou’rethefastest.”

Although technical details about the
new machine were kept under wraps,
the carreturningtoa closed garage
between eachrun, drivingdutiesare
beingundertaken by Chicheritand
team-mate Jerome Grosset-Janin.

Atthe conclusion of thefirstmorning
of testingat Silverstone, Grosset-Janin
posted the fastest time aboard the new
Megane, 0.399s ahead of double World

RX champion Petter Solberg’s
Volkswagen Motorsport-built Polo.
“Clearly we have theright speed for
where we want to be, soit’s really
good,” said Chicherit. “We are just
atthe beginning of the development
so we can clearly see where the
potential is. With more work and
more experience, I think the car can
doit. It’sreally important for us to be
here toreally see where we are before
thefirstrace, it’s better to know, so
we know what to expect in Barcelona.”

By HalRidge

GCK’s new Prodrive-built Renault
Megane RS RXWorld Rallycross
Supercar broke cover at the second
official pre-season World RX test at
Silverstone on Monday.

The GCK-Prodrive tie-up to create the
Megane RS RX World RX challenger was
announced in early 2017, and following
build completion at Prodrive’s Banbury
baseinthe UK, the new car undertook
recent test sessions behind closed doors.

car. There is more to come from
the Mirage: we want to continue
to explore the potential.”

BTRDZ

CROSS

lYNGH BﬂUNGES BACK
FOR BTRDA TRIUMPH

BTRDA Clubmans
Rallycross Championship:
Blyton Park

Organiser: BTRDA When: March 25 Where: Blyton
Park, Lincolnshire Starters: 57.

Ford Ka racer Tony Lynch
won the opening round of the
BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross
Championship at Blyton Park
in Lincolnshire.

The Wigan-based driver
commanded the Super Modifed
Afinal from the front. Hehad
earlier secured pole position
with a pair of fastest timesin
the qualifying stages, despite
losing time in Q2 in traffic.

Lynch wasjoined at the
front of the order by a pair of
rear-wheel-drive machines at
the end of qualifying. It was Marc
Jones’ Toyota MR2 that posed
the greatest threat to Lynch’slead
in the early stages of thefinal.

Jones had been fastestin Q2
butin the five-lap final he was
overcome for second position
by Bfinal winner Patrick Ryan
(Vauxhall Nova), the pair then
holding station behind Lynch
totheend.

Lynchsaid: “Thad a shocking
second heat but because the
Clubmans championship only
counts two heats [from three],
itmeantIqualified on the front

row of thefinal. Otherwiseit might

have been a different story.

“I’had alittle bit of good luck
there but sometimes youneed
thatin motorsport.”

Irishman Ryan had a torrid start
tothe day, first with a throttle
linkageissue and then a broken
driveshaft, but fought back in the
Bfinal to pass both John Cross
and Mike Dresser and earn his
Afinal spot.

British Rallycross Super1600
team-mates Phil Chicken and
Michael Boak, both in Citroen
C2s, finished fourth and fifth in
the A final, having passed Paul
Johnson’s BMW M3.

Renault Clio driver Eddie Gibbs
won the Production final from
thefront of the grid, chased
hard by Polish driver Tomasz
Chojnacki (Citroen Saxo), while
Sue Lane fended off the attentions
of Keith Kershaawe for the last
podium spot, ina Honda Civic
and Peugeot 106 respectively.

Dale Ford was fifth with
Motorsport Newsrallycross
reporter Hal Ridge in sixth,
of the 25 startersin the Clubman
series’ biggest class.

Justa week after making his
rallycross debut at Silverstone,
where he finished second at the
opening British Rallycross
meeting, Luke Constantine
swapped positions for thelead
with Morgan Wroot on multiple
occasions in the Junior final at
Blyton. This time he came out on
top toscore victory. Wroot

BTRDA Car Trials chairman

Ly'nch was uncatchable inthe BTRDA Super Modified showdown

finished second with
Constantine’s cousin, James, in
third and his older brother, Tom,
in fourth. Eleanor Corner
impressedin her second rallycross
start with fifth while Amy Baines
was sixth in a Vauxhall Corsa.

Shaun Buckley headed arear-
wheel-drive podium lock-outin
the Classic category with his
sideways Ford Escort,ahead of
Ryan Taylor and Richard Todd
inapair of BMW E30s.

Ryan Stutchbury overcamea
fire tofinish fourth with his Peugeot
205, while Dan Beattie won the
battle of the SubaruImprezasto
claim Production 4x4 glory ahead of
the similar car of Paul Davis. Ross
Connelly completed the podium
inaNissan Pulsar.

Results

Super Modified: 1 Tony Lynch (Ford Ka);

2 Patrick Ryan (Vauxhall Nova) +2.295s;

3 Marc Jones (Toyota MR2); 4 Phil Chicken (Citroen
(2); 5 Michael Boak (Citroen C2); 6 Paul Johnson
(BMW M3).

Production: 1 Eddie Gibbs (Renault Clio);

2 Tomasz Chojnacki (Citroen Saxo);

3 Sue Lane (Honda Civic); 4 Keith Kershaawe
(Peugeot 106); 5 Dale Ford (Citroen Saxo);

6 Hal Ridge (Citroen C2).

Junior: 1 Luke Constantine (Suzuki Swift); 2 Morgan
Wroot (Suzuki Swift) +1.463s; 3 James Constantine
(Suzuki Swift); 4 Tom Constantine (Suzuki Swift); 5
Eleanor Corner (Suzuki Swift); 6 Amy Baines
(Vauxhall Corsa).

Classic: 1 Shaun Buckley (Ford Escort);

2 Ryan Taylor (BMW E30) +10.164s; 3 Richard
Todd (BMW E30); 4 Ryan Stutchbury (Peugeot
205); 5 Leigh Marsh (Ford Escort); 6 lan Clarke
(Rover Mini).

Production 4x4: 1 Dan Beattie (Subaru Impreza);
2 Paul Davis (Subaru Impreza) +3.352s; 3 Ross
Connelly (Nissan Pulsar); 4 Tracey Bennett (Subaru
Impreza); no other finishers.

Neil Mackay took honours
inthe rearranged Golden
Springs Car Trial on Sunday
inhisaging Citroen AX

with afabulous climb

just before lunch.

He didn't relinquish during
the afternoon, despite
reigning Gold Star champion
Shawn Franklin's best
efforts, to win the class
by six points dropping just
14 points despite extremely
slippery conditions.

Barrie Parker held onto
the rear-wheel-drive class
despite a panic grab of
second gearon the last hill
ashenearly spuntoahalt.
He beat Cotswolds champion
Dick Glossop, who has
stepped up to National level,
by asingle point. Franklin had
to settle for fourth overall.

lan Wright continued to
dominate Sporting Trials
in 2018 by winning the
Presidents Trial on Sunday
once again by aclear margin.

Roland Uglow made his first

SPORTING SCENE ROUND-UP

appearance in the defence
of his British championship
tofinish second, beating
John Fackon atie-break.
British championship leader
Richard Sharp was a point
back in fourth. Meanwhile, in
slippery conditions, Jerome
Fackbeat live-axle expert
class winner Steve Courts
tofifth overall.
Results
Golden Springs Car Trial
Orgniser: Woolbridge Motor Club Where:
Manor Farm, Crewkerne When: March 25
Starters: 31.
1 Neil Mackay (Citroen AX) 59.8 percent;
2 Barrie Parker (Westfield) 69.1 percent;
3 Dick Glossop (Liege); 4 Shawn Franklin
(Citroen Saxo VTS); 5 Trevor Moffatt
(Vauxhall Corsa); 6 Kevin Roberts (Dutton
Phaeton); 7 John Wadsworth (Ford Ka
Sport); 8 John Charles (Liege); 9 Rupert
North (Citroen Saxo); 10 Andy Wood
(Toyota Yaris).
Presidents Sporting Trial
Organiser: Southsea Motor Club Where:
Petersfield When: March 25 Starters: 24.
1 lan Wright (Sherpa Indy) 23 points; 2
Roland Uglow (Crossle) 31 points; 3 John
Fack (MSR); 4 Richard Sharp (Cartwright);
5 Jerome Fack (MSR); 6 Steve Courts
(Facksimile); 7 Stuart Beare (Sherpa Indy);
8 Arthur Carroll (Sherpa); 9 Julian Fack
(Crossle); 10 Ross Bruce (Concord).

Neil Mackay topped the Golden Sprmgs Trial
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Signs look good for a strong year

There might not have been overtaking, but 2018 could be a classic battle

Well who saw that coming? A Ferrari 1-3 in Australia was not what was on the cards after qualifying in Australia and it required a huge slice
of luck for it to materialise. But it did, and it is first blood to Ferrari.

Lewis Hamilton was understandably fuming at the way Merc lost the race in Melbourne, with a dodgy computer programme blamed for the fact that the team
did not realise that it was actually under attack from the Scuderia. “Was that my fault?” Lewis asked his engineers over the radio. It wasn't, but it is a shame that
the four-time world champion couldn'’t read the race for himself. Or maybe he was just pointing out that it wasn't...

What the Australian GP has proved is that there are three cars genuinely in the mix this season. Sure, the Merc is fast and Hamilton's pole lap was stunning,
but the fractions between the Ferraris, Mercedes and Red Bulls in the 58-lapper seem to suggest that we are in for a competitive season. Hamilton says he
hopesiitis close too, because he wants to fight. For the health of F1, a tight battle is probably even more vital.

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

ART EDITOR MIKE STURC

FAVOURITE OF | ¢
THE WEEK!

Rob Austin at Brands Hatch, from Gary Hill

WSR early season prep, by Gary Hill A snowy Donington, photo by Sam Nudd
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! RACING
: SATURDAY/SUNDAY

Hans-Joachim Stuck set anew lap record at Le Mans in 1985

Tunein for adocumentary
onlegendary photographer
Rainer Schlegelmilch, a pioneer
among sport photographers
who has been capturing
images from the world of
motorsport for decades.
Rainer Schlegelmilch:
Freezing Speed (Wednesday,
1900-1930hrs) charts his
career with tributes from
Bernie Ecclestone and Sir
Jackie Stewart,among others.
Highlights from Down Under
and the Australian Supercar
Championship come
from Adelaide (Thursday,
0930-1200hrs).

NEXT WEEK

HCEENT o

HAS PROVED
POPULAR

There’s the chance to catch
action from the Irish National
Rally Championship with
highlights from the Mayo
Stages Rally (Friday, 2130-
2200hrs), where competitors
faced amix of gravel, mud
and Tarmac-based stages.

And thelatestinstalment
from The Great History of the
24 Hours of Le Mans series
comes from 1985 (Saturday,
1400-1430hrs), as Porsche
broughtits 962 to the event.

Hans-Joachim Stuck also
recorded the fastest ever lap of
LaSarthe at thisrunning which
would stand until last year.

: mSilverstone, Northants
: BRSCC meeting: TCR UK,

: FF1600, VW, Mazda MX-5, Alfa
¢ Romeo, Civic Cup, HRDC

- Allstars, Pre '66 Touring Cars

: Starts Saturday, racing from

: 1240hrs (qualifying from

: 0900hrs) Sunday, racing from

: 0935hrs (qualifying from

¢ 0900hrs) Admission £15

: Webssilverstone.co.uk

: Contact08704 588260

: SATURDAY AND

. MONDAY

: HOultonPark, Cheshire
- F3/GT meeting: British GT,

* British F3, Ginetta GT5, Ginetta
: G40, Northern Saloon/Sports

: Starts Saturday, racing from

¢ 1145hrs (qualifying from

: 0900hrs) Monday, racing from

: 0950hrs (qualifying from

: 0830hrs) Admission adult £25, :
: under 13 free Web msv.com :
: Contact 08434539000

: SUNDAY/MIONDAY
: @Brands Hatch, Kent

: Truck meeting: Pickup Trucks,
- Legends Cars, Kumho BMW,

: Quaife Modified Saloons,

: TinTops, Intermarque Starts

: Sunday, racing from 1210hrs

: (qualifying from 1000hrs)

: Monday, racing from 1025hrs
¢ (qualifying from 0900hrs)

: Admission adult £25, under
: 13 free Web msv.com

: Contact 08434539000

 MIONDAY

: mCastle Combe,Wilts

: CCRC meeting: FF1600, GT,

: Saloons, Hot Hatches, BMW Car
: Club, Formula Vee, Locost Starts
¢ racing from 1230hrs (qualifying

from 0830hrs) Admission adult

: £15, childfree
: Web castlecombecircuit.co.uk
! Contact01249 782417

: SPORTING SCENE

: FRIDAY

: ENorthampton

: National Hot Rods

: Starts 1300hrs

: Admission adult £16, under 5 free
: Web nationalhotrod.com

OUT WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4

PLUS: ALL THE U

A/

A
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Gary Prebble will be in action at Castle Combe on Monday

: SATURDAY

: mStoke, Staffordshire
i BriSCAF1

! Starts 1700hrs

: Admissionadult£18,12-15
: year-olds £7, under 12sfree

: Web brisca.com

: MIONDAY

: EIpswich, Suffolk
: National HotRods

i Starts 1400hrs

: Admission adult £16,

i under5 free

i Web nationalhotrod.com
i mLydden Hill, Kent
. British Rallycross

: Championship

i Starts 0900hrs

¢ Admission TBC

: Web rallycrossbrx.com

: Details correct at time of press, but
. please check before travelling
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POLICIES FOR
v" COMPETITION CARS

n\ The winning

formula in high
v RALLY & RACE CARS

v SERVICE VEHICLES

performance plastic...

PHONE: 0161 440 7590

T _ £ e (O I ATA EA TR S quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk

Engincering Plastics Ltd Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

@ www.proalloy.co.uk r—— 01440 710266 @

@ sales@proalloy.co.uk . ‘N u Pro Alloy Motorsport, 15 Rookwood Way
Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8PB
ALL OY cownc

SPECIALIST MOTORSPORT ENGINEERING

Pro Alloy Motorsport are one of the leading manufacturers of alloy radiators, intercoolers, fuel systems
and specialist alloy motorsport products. Our products are built to exacting specifications by craftsmen
and technicians who have honed their skills from many years of intensive research, development and
fabrication. From race cars to fast-road, through to thoroughbred classics, Pro Alloy has the solution to
ensure your car stays ahead of the competition....

N . Tweet Us facebook.com/
Pro Alloy Motorsport specialise in one-off and small batch runs, working from [ %_ @ProAlloy proalloy.motorsport

drawings, photographs or physically on the car itself. We are happy to produce -
bespoke items such as radiators, fuel tanks, intercoolers, custom pipe work + more. E WWW.proa"Oy.co.uk

DID YOU

The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

) Follow Us Like Us Performance Instruments
15% of our twittez.comySimpsonExfiausts facebook com/SimpsonRaceExhausts
readers have B
been reading 01753532222 Simpson - Exhausts SCHRICK Lfgline:
hfo:r lsonger _ HHETDEOTEIED s autey Systone 10
than 5 years. = ra = N
_Advertising = YARLEY RER YOI -
in Motorsport FABRICAGE=E=E
Nevglsl he tp S Full range of engine components for: ROLLCAGE DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE W
o¥.1r advert LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM Tubular Steel Bending & Fabrication
Y LOTUS 900-SERIES Roll Cages with over 20 years Experience nac'nc LJII- 1
]fn ffont 1 VAUXHALL XE Your Safety is our Priority
oI a loya v HAL E From Road to Race, Autograss to Raily, — -
audience who nsdiarglasd g Historic o Current Day CALL FOR MORE INFO 21 BRUNEL CLOSE Email: info@mardigras.co.uk
trust the title. Call or buy online! 01327 858 Q006 | DRAYTONFIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www.mardigras.co.uk

QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK [l & aran s aag ! 7='e" Fetioa DAVENTRY. NN118RB www.performanceclutch.co.uk
01509 412 317 Eiicaebit Suticom i
—




Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109 motorsport-news.co.uk MARCH 28 2018 33
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0
Dﬂll DeSI “ FREE! Rally Design 2018 Moforsport Catalogue!
——— Available from our website www.rallydesign.co.uk
See :
BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND SUNDAY 6TH & MONDAY 7TH MAY 2018
o STONELEIGH

NEW
PRODUGIS
)17/

BLACKLINE GAS
CHARGED
INSERTS | Page 82

FRONT STRUT
TUBE KIT

ESCORT WING
BADGES

FORD TRIM CLIPS

CALIPER & GROMMETS
HEATED WINDSCREENS CARRIER :
Escort Mk1 & 2 MOUNT Page 96-100 )

UG 1

MATCHING TACHO & SPEEDO

LOW PRICE BLACKLINE HELICAL ATB's
ENGLISH, ATLAS, SIERRA 7, FORD FWD,
MX5, FOCUS ST170

60mm ‘STEPPER ¢ sc,
sWeEP GAUGEs 8¢ 114 [T INES

SPECIAL
TACHOMETERS _,

ATLAS AXLE
PARTS

BEE— o ENGLISH
; Page 137 PLATE LSD
ATLAS INTO ENGLISH PARTS

Inc. Heavy Duty Halfshafts

CASTOR/CAMBER
GAUGE
MOUNT

INFRA RED
THERMOMETER,
Up to 500°C

4-LEVEL
TROLLEY
TOOLBOX

Page 177

ENGINE LOAD p- = :
LEVELLER g ¢

_}’age 189

Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888 www. ra"ydesl'gn.co. vk uniT 4, s1. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2Q)
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J PRICES EXCLUDE VAT @ 20%

RBUMBS BROEESSIONALS

E——aMadelinithe]US ApsE—

BUY GENUINE PRODUCT
Quality ~ Reliablity

/
IO

ELENG IS
U{pistributor,

www.glencoeltd.co.uk

" £30.89
POSIEIE'OWJPUMPS]

* EFFICIENT

* QUIET OPERATION

* CORROSION RESISTANT
* 6,000 HRS LIFE CYCLE

[ £72.79

@CMF@?
t
F

» SOLID STATE ELECTRICS
* ROBUST DESIGN
* CLEANABLE FILTER

K‘#F’

* ELECTRICAL SURPRESSION

‘W £44.90

@Hﬂmﬂﬂﬁ@

P FUEI. PUMP
'+ FUEL UNION
( » FILTER UNION
- SOFT MOUNT KIT

= COMPACT
MOISTURE PROTECTION
6,000 HRS LIFE CYCLE “r‘“
0.3mtr SUCTION HEIGHT
100HRS SALT SPRAY TEST

Tel: +44(0)1784 493 555

| U“’K£82.43

NCY I NDRICANPUMPIKITS
.- 1mtr SUCTION HEIGHT

. 2 BRASS 90 DEG. UNIONS
= ° 1 RUBBER MOUNTING KIT

. __.* REPLACEMENT FILTER
-l

Email: sales@glencoelid.co.uk

Hwlsl i.

THE UK’S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF TANKS & TANK ACCESSORIE

BESP(IKE TANK SER\II EX

MANUFACTURE ONSITE ANY SIEEAPE

. . i = = :- isy g -~ '..
' SEEElEE) ,’;1 ESELEE)

 PROJECT PROJECT
T D150 ~__.CMB-FT014
cusTOoM

INLET, 6MM OUTLET
1 X FAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

1 X OFF CENTER FILLER !XFARSIDE | :
NECK [BAFFLED] +FORK LIFT BRACKETS [B

YOUIDRIVE A

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 17 GALLON
[H250mm x W300mm
x L900mm]

CMB-FT015

2 CUSTOM 1 X CENTRAL CUSTOM
MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, 6mm OUTLET

" FILLER NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] COMPLEI'E WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BAFFLED]

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON % ™

[H250mm x W300mm x LB00mm)]

]
t..

FUEL TANK ALI.IIIIII.IH 18 unu.ou
[H300mm x W300mm 2
% L900mm]

- ==
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www.TSALTAMOTORSPORT.co.uk

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

We heve
b CVE 621 | L W " _jforesHuse"

SALTA MOTORSPORT _ ~ Customer cars built to
= -~ | order and maintained
. Season packages

> RALLY CAR HIRE AND PREPARATION 2Vailable

Award winning cars

If YO'IJ. Would like to advertise T: 01970 630730 E: enquiries@tsaltomotorsport.co.uk NIGHT EVENTS AND STAGES

your products ox

. . Hockly Motorsport Ltd
services here please email A one stop shop for your rally needs

Paint & rust removal services in our bead blasting chamber
Milling & turning in our machin ‘oom

Ben_kavanag'h@ Roll cage manufacture shell preparations

General servicing & mae enance workshop

motorsport.com with f:.:)ur: .wi‘neei = |I'L:]I"|I‘I'I.(*';‘_I"It

Mail order part rom our extensive range
of motorsport components

Contact us today

0203 405 8109 Telephone 01686 628594 Email sales@hh-ms.com
Visit www.hh-ms.com

—_—

| o Tl E—
gy~ &

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com
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MARRKETPLACE /T TRANSPORTERS

STOP
STONE CHIPS

10 FINDAN INSTALLER-&EARYOU

Fieldfare Trailer Centre, Salisbury.
With over 15 years of experience in dealing with
trailers, we know a thing or two about them.

Our expert and professional advice will help you
find the right trailer for your requirements.

People come from all over the country to see our
extensive range for a number of different uses.

* Sales * Trailer Hire * Servicing
* Repairs * Parts
Selection of used Brian James Trailers for sale

A-Max, 5.0m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1800 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1850 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £2000 + vat
TT Tiltbed, 5.0m x 2.02m, 3.5t GVW, £2500 + vat
Covered A-Max, 4.24m x 1.94m x 1.52m high,
2.0t GVW, £3,495 no vat.

®

s

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

Tel: 01980 611853 info@fieldfaretrailers.co.uk www.fieldfaretrailers.co.uk
The Trailer Warehouse, Ford Farm, Old Malthouse Lane, Ford, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP4 6DR. N A
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TRANSPORTERS

L o g

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

T

¥ Connected to you

T

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has been designed around your race weekend.

Light-weight materials and clever design provide strength throughout. Combined
with a proven wheels under the bed chassis and advanced suspension your
journey with a Race Transporter will be competent and comfortable.

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
weekend orientated features providing a comfortable work environment.
Tyre and equipment storage is available in several places, with enhanced
options also offered. Interior lighting, remote controlled electric winch
and a full set of side doors with hatches all contribute to making

loading effortless and speedy.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,499 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

PORTSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
T: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS
T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester,
Hampshire
SO21 3AS
T: 01962 774988
Fax 01962 795 093
E: info@trailers.co.uk
E: sales@trailertek.com
www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM
GREGG MOTORSPORT
T: 07977975173
E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com
www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road, Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

T: 07933842719

Dealers who hold stock

NORTH SCOTLAND
GLENBURGIE CARS

WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND

Easter Lawrenceton Steading
Forres IV36 2RL
T: +44 (0)1309 676787
E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk
www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON
BLUE LINE TRAILERS
Main Road
Sutterton
Boston
Lincs
PE20 2BE
T: 01205 460346
E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER
Bridgwater Trailer Centre
The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road,
Bridgwater TA6 4AP
T: 01278 445000
www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON

SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE

Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road, Wallington, Surrey
SM6 7BJ
T: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@sltc.co.uk
ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
T: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
T: +44 (0)1787 249737
T: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
www.1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington
West Sussex
RH20 4LR
T: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1 Marsden Barn,
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton,
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
T: 01455641367
Mob: 07968 888624
marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
T: 01159293901
Mob: 0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,
Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG
T: 01686 628144

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 0SB
T: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farrm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading, RG7 1NB
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
www.lovelltrailers.co.uk
T: 01183240403

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
T: 0044(0)2885549851

www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford Trailers Limited e 14 Great Central Way e Daventry ¢ Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

Authorised stockists for:

PHILIPS)
and many more...
01527908676 | www.phoe

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST
GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS w.

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!
GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
jput together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

05 Mo

For more infi email: ] com

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com

(€ 9:4:4:10).4 4

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

www.mcrracecars.co.u

" phane, 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

@, MARDIGRAS

i\ W MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: sbdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACEWEAR

e eviear

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

N | . " o *2

RACE&RALLY
PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
WWW.JJCRACEANDRALLY.COM

RACEWEAR

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORETO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

_ MOTORSPORT —

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists -

eEmbroidery %
rint
©Quick Turnaround

®Min Order Only 4
® No Logo Set Up Fees

www.logomeup.co.u 73

1o

 Performance Tuning Specialists
© 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
 Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

— Northampton
2 Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com
or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

(€ 9:9:3:10).4 4

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

RACE & RALLY PARTS

ales@part-box.com

[=] %=1
P

Performance and Tuning Parts

1) wreLmne [HK[S cusco .

RACE & RALLY PARTS

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥? Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
L ivimgy e Wigh Tife
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

WHEELS & TYRES

Rally & Race Gearboxes,
GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

: 01782280136 F:01782268913
E: sales{@eliteracingtransmissions.com

Transmissions

sisit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Stock and custom made
FiA Fuel Cells.
Short lead times.
01527 521050

www.classicworldracing.co.uk

Ben Kavanagh

Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

Pt 3 3
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS
Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Abbey Gunner

Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8131

E: abbey.gunnex@motorsport.com
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