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Spaniard ticks another box with debut

ByRobertLadbrook

FernandoAlonsobelieveshe’s
takenanothersteptowards
becoming“acompletedriver”
afterchalkingupthesecond
partofworldmotorsport’s
triplecrownbyhelpingToyota
to itsmaidenLeMansvictory.
Onhisfirstappearanceat

theenduranceclassic,two-time

Formula1worldchampion

AlonsoliftedthelaurelsatLa

Sarthealongsidehisteam-mates

inthenumbereightToyotaTS050

HYBRIDLMP1,SebastienBuemi

andKazukiNakajima.

TheresultmarkedToyota’s

firstvictoryatLeMans,despite

themarquehavingrun47cars

intheracepriortolastweekend.

ItalsomadeToyotathesecond

JapanesebrandtowinatLeMans

–followingMazda’svictorywith

the787Bin1991.Nakajima

alsobecamethefirstJapanese

drivertowininacarfromhis

homecountry.

ForAlonso,thewinaddsthe

secondlegof thetriplecrownto

histrophycabinet.Havinggrown

disgruntledatlifeinmodernF1,

Alonsohasincreasinglylookedto

buildalegacyforhimself by

chasingGrahamHill’s

achievementof winningthe

MonacoGrandPrix,LeMans24

HoursandtheIndianapolis500.

AlonsowonatMonacotwice–

in2006and2007–andhasnow

addedtheLeTropheedes24heures

duManstohiscollection,leaving

himjustshortof aBrickyardwin.

“Thetriplecrownisanattractive

targetbecauseitissodifficultto

achieve,”saidAlonso.“Theseare

thethreebiggestracesintheworld

of motorsport,anditis

challengingbecauseallthree

requiredifferentstyleand

drivingtechnique.

“If youchallengeyourself and

trytobethebestinallareas,you

havetobeacompletedriver.

Idon’twanttobejustagood

driver…Iwanttobeacomplete

driverandhopefullythebest

driverintheworld.”
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Indianapolis was frustrating

Victoryarrives
Whilemuchof thespotlightat

LeManscentredonAlonsoand

hisperformance,theSpaniard–

whoturns37nextmonth–livedup

tohishypebyputtinginacritical

triple-stintduringthenight,which

provedpivotal.

Alonsomadeupover90seconds

tothesisterToyotainthehands

of JoseMariaLopezafterthe#8

Toyotalosttimewithaone-minute

stop-gopenaltyforspeedingina

slowzone.

Alonso’sdrivebroughthiscar

backintocontention,allowing

Nakajimatograbtheleadin

thenextstint.

Toyota’svicepresidentof

motorsport,RobLeupen,labelled

theperformanceof hisLeMans

rookieas“exceptional”.

“Withoutallsix[drivers]this

wouldnothavebeenpossible,but

consideringthefactthathe’sa

rookie,Fernandowasexceptional,

especiallyatnight,”saidLeupen.

“That’swhatmakesthissport

sobeautiful, thatyou’vegot

someonewho’sjoiningtheteam

withahugeamountof talent

who’scapableof thingslikethat

andintegratesintotheteam.

That’swhatyoudreamof.”

Alonsosaidheparticularly

enjoyedthenight-timeelement

of therace,butconcededhefound

theclosingstagesstressful.He

knowsaboutfailure,havingbeen
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ALONSO’S
The Toyota crew celebrates from the top step of the podium after battling throughout the race

Alonso won Monaco in 2007
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HEADLINE NEWS
  Le Mans victory

Photos: LAT

HOW TOYOTA CONQUERED LE MANS PAGE 4

inthebattleforgloryattheIndy

500onhisdebutlastyearbeforehis

Hondaenginefailed.

“IndyCar is definitely one of  

the legs of  the triple crown, and 

I attempted that last year with 

that intention,” he said. “We were 

leading that race, close to winning, 

but we missed the opportunity. 

Here we were leading the race 

and I was worried I would miss 

the opportunity again, but here 

we achieved it.

“This has been amazing. We 

know how important and iconic Le 

Mans is in the world of  motorsport 

and as a team we achieved an 

amazing result. Every moment 

was a reminder of  how tough and 

long this race is, and anything 

can happen so we tried to execute 

our race and stay calm. Happily 

everything worked well.

“The race was hard with the two 

cars within one minute after 23 

hours, so it was tough competition, 

but very sporting. We wanted 

a 1-2, and we achieved it so I’m 

very happy.”

Nakajima took the flag, having 

also been at the wheel when his 

car ground to a halt on the final 

lap two years ago, denying Toyota 

a certain win.

“Finally! That’s the word really,” 

he said. “We had a bad experience 

before, so our mentality was 

focused until the chequered flag, 

and we somehow managed it. It 

wasreallyagreateffortfromthe

team.Sebdidanamazingjob,

andFernandointhenightwas

really amazing. I’m so happy to 

have driven this car with the two 

of them.”

Buemi added: “There was a lot 

of  emotion when we crossed the 

line. The minutes felt like hours – 

it was so long! You keep 

remembering that anything can 

happen, and until you cross the 

line you don’t believe it.”

Future in doubt

Many sources have speculated 

whether Alonso’s success so far 

in chasing victories in other 

racing disciplines will spell the 

end for his Formula 1 career 

after this season.

The Spaniard’s current deal 

with McLaren expires at the end 

of  this year and, with the Woking 

team not enjoying the sort of  

upswing in form it expected after 

ditching Honda power for Renault 

engines, Alonso may well walk.

McLaren is known to be 

investigating a full-time entry 

into IndyCar for next year, which 

would facilitate Alonso’s attack 

on the Indy 500 and IndyCar title. 

Alonso also has an agreement to 

complete as many FIA World 

Endurance Championship rounds 

as possible during the series’ 

superseason, which stretches 

until next year’s Le Mans.

Alonso, Buemi and Nakajima

currently have a commanding

points lead, having also won the

opening six-hour event at Spa. 

Alonso said he had made no 

firm decision on his F1 future, 

but stressed his frustration 

with the current era of  the sport 

being a championship for 

manufacturers instead of  drivers.

“The last championship car I 

had was in 2007, all the rest were 

quite far off  the performance 

at the top,” said Alonso. “The 

biggest thing for me is where 

F1 goes. It’s a constructors’ 

championship, it’s not a drivers’ 

world championship. If  you’re 

in the best team you’re first or 

second, if  you’re in the third team 

you’re fifth or sixth, that’s it. It’s 

about how important driver input 

becomes in the future.”

Nine-time Le Mans winner 

Tom Kristensen said he foresaw 

a full-time switch for Alonso.

Kristensen said: “Alonso has 

come and conquered Le Mans 

and not put one foot wrong 

through the race. I think he sees 

the chance to become World 

Endurance champion, which 

means he will drive at Le Mans 

next year – and I think he will 

do that.

“I would not predict that he 

stops in F1, be he’ll definitely be 

back at the Indy 500. Maybe he’ll 

even do a full [IndyCar] season.”

Toyota dominated with a 1-2 at the finish

Jenson Button suffered 

a contrasting Le Mans 

debut to that of  his former 

grand prix team-mate, but 

insisted the experience 

had still been worthwhile.

Button shared an SMP 

Racing BR Engineering 

BR1 LMP1 with Vitaly 

Petrov and Mikhail 

Aleshin. However, the 

car lost 45 laps early in the 

race with a sensor failure, 

eventually returning to 

the track and Button doing

a triple-stint at night. The 

car then failed to finish 

when the engine failed 

during Button’s final stint.

“I think there’s a lot to 

be learnt from this race 

for everyone,” said 

Button, the 2009 Formula 

1 world champion.

“The whole team did a 

fantastic job to come here 

and do as well as they did. 

I think we could have 

taken the fight to the 

Rebellions in terms of  

pace, and strategy, and for 

our first experience here 

at Le Mans I don’t think 

Button: Lots to
learn in future

MISSION TO BECOME “COMPLETE”

that’s too bad at all. We just

have to learn from our 

mistakes, that’s all.”

Button added that he 

enjoyed his first night 

stints, despite admitting 

to feeling sick before his 

second run. “It’s about 

trying to adapt yourself  

and your body isn’t used to 

getting up in the middle of  

the night and going out in 

the car, I felt pretty sick the 

first time but better the 

second time,” he added. 

“My first stint was just 

under four hours, which 

was mind blowing. Like

being in the middle of  a 

motorway. It’s definitely 

more challenging in the 

dark. The chicanes are fine 

as you have big brake 

markers, but other places, 

like the Porsche Curves, 

are a real shock to the 

system because it’s already 

a fast sequence of  corners, 

but at night... it’s like 

you’re doing 500kph 

[311mph]! Trying to get the 

turn-in is tricky and there’s 

a lot of  blue flags. It’s just 

getting used to the lights.”

Button’s race came to an end with engine failure

Nakajima took 

the Le Mans flag



The Toyota trio finished 

two laps clear in the end

I
t had to happen this
time, didn’t it? Toyota’s
wretched luck in the
Le Mans 24 Hours had
scarred the Japanese
manufacturer so many
times previously, yet

not even the most pessimistic
of parties could have denied the
firm’scarswereoverwhelming
favouritetowinthisyear’sedition.

Andyetuntil1500hrsand52seconds

onSunday,afterbothToyotaTS050

HYBRIDshadsurvived24hours

of racing,therewasahugesense

of relief.Now,nothingwasabout

togowrong.

Sure,manufacturerrivalsAudi

andPorschehadgone,replacedby

perfectlyrespectablebutbeatable

privateers,butsocruelhasToyota’s

fortunebeeninrecentyearsthat

althoughfavouritestatuscouldnotbe

Buemi, Alonso and Nakajima land the Japanese firm’s dream result. By Jack Cozens

REPORT: LE MANS 24 HOURS
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TOYOTA BREAKS 
ITS JINX

Photos: LAT

One Ginetta made it to the finish

dismissed, thoughts that impending 

doom was waiting around the corner 

were perfectly rational.

Another concern pre-race was 

just what effect the involvement 

of  McLaren Formula 1 driver 

Fernando Alonso – signed up for the 

World Endurance Championship 

superseason – would have on headlines 

should he be part of  the winning crew.

Although Alonso was part 

of  the line-up aboard the #8 car that 

ultimately went on to win the race – 

and played a key role in Toyota’s first

Le Mans 24 Hours success at the 

umpteenth time of asking with 

impressive stints in the car – the 

trouble-free runs the two cars were able 

to string together across the majority of  

the race mean it has more chance of  

being remembered as the ‘24 Hours of  

Toyota’ than for Alonso’s exploits.

Any hopes that the eight privateer 

non-hybrid entries in the increased 

10-car LMP1 field might challenge the 

two Toyotas slowly diminished as the 

week went on, with the fastest privateer 

in qualifying – the #1 Rebellion-Gibson 

R-13 – two seconds slower than the #7 

car that started from second and 

4.072s away from Kazuki Nakajima’s 

3m15.377s pole time. Those hopes, 

any reliability issues for the 

manufacturer cars aside, were 

then killed off  completely in 

the opening minutes of  the race.

Mike Conway had a good immediate 

run up the hill at the start of  the race 

in the #7 Toyota but backed out of  

challenging polesitter Sebastien Buemi 

for the lead to run second, while a 

handful of  cars got together at the 

Dunlop chicane on lap one. Behind the 

leading pair, Andre Lotterer had 

started the #1 Rebellion-Gibson from 

third – fastest of  the privateers – but 

suffered an early setback as a result of  

his front bodywork not being attached 

properly, with his nose detaching itself  

under braking and spinning the #10 

DragonSpeed BR1.

That incident took eyes away from the 

lead battle, where Conway was able to 

grab the lead unnoticed before he was 

repassed on the Mulsanne by Buemi on 

lap five. Instability in the gaps between 

the two cars was typical of  the race’s 

cagey opening stages, in which the 

blobs of  the metallic blue SMP BR1 

and red and black Rebellion in 

the background quickly sunk into 

the Mulsanne haze as the Toyotas 

streaked off.

While the first six hours of  the race 

were even, with the #8 car marginally 

ahead, it was the #7 that started to take 

control as the night set in, and the car 

got its biggest break between the ninth 

and 10th hours. Having moved into the 

lead, Conway ended hour seven with an 

advantage of  more than a minute, with 

Toyota attributing the #7’s gain to time 

lost by Buemi in a slow zone. Things 

then got worse for the #8, which was 

handed a 60-second stop-go penalty 

for speeding in a slow zone. With a 

minute down the drain, plus the 35 

seconds or so extra travelling down 

the pitlane, the #8 suddenly faced a 

deficit of  more than two minutes.

Buemi admitted he was scared that 

might be irreparable damage to the 

crew’s hopes. “At some point I got a 

penalty because I was too quick 

under the full-course yellow and at 

that point, I thought it was going to 

be difficult,” he said.

Unable to take much more than a 

second out of  the sister car during 

each stint, Buemi’s concerns were 

justified. But the cause was not lost.

As the first tired faces became 

prominent, the tide at the front of  the 

field again turned when Buemi stepped 

from the car to make way for the wide-

eyed Alonso, who was about to justify 

why so much of the build-up to this 

year’s 24 Hours was focused on him. 

Starting midway through the 11th hour 

and running until after 0400hrs, Alonso 

– who had led the race early on – 

completed a quadruple stint that 

brought him within half-a-minute 

(yes, 30s, from more than two minutes) 

of  the leader once more thanks to some 

efforts that were up to five seconds 

faster than Jose Maria Lopez in the #7 

car, before he handed over to Nakajima. 

Not that Alonso was ready to get out of  

the car at that point.

“Tell me if  you want another stint, 

eh?” said Alonso over his team radio. 

“I’ve got into the rhythm of the night...”

Toyota brought him in anyway, 

having given the double Formula 1 

world champion ample time to prove 

himself. It wasn’t a race-winning stint, 

but it did set up Nakajima perfectly to 

hunt down and regain the lead before 

two-thirds distance.

“I gave the car to Fernando two 

minutes and 15 seconds behind [the 

number] seven, and when I woke up, 

we were something like 40 seconds 

behind,” added Buemi, discussing 

Alonso’s spell in the car at night, “So he 

did of  course an amazing job.”

Alonso later played down his stint, 

suggesting he got “lucky” in traffic, 

but there was undoubtedly more to it.

“I found a good rhythm with the 

traffic and I got lucky on a couple of  laps 

– always overtaking cars in the best 

place possible – last sector, and things 

like that,” said the Spaniard. 

“Sometimes when you are lucky, 

the next couple of  laps you are even 

more lucky.”

It was a stint Toyota team director 

Rob Leupen would later single out as 
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A missed fuel stop blunted the charge of the number seven Toyota

“exceptional”–whenasked

genericallyabouttheperformanceof

allsixdriversduringtherace.

Theconditionsinthenightseemed

tosuitthe#8better,too,withAlonso

suggestingthetemperaturesallowed

him to get the “maximum” from his 

TS050 HYBRID for the first time.

“It was a good stint, cool conditions 

seem to suit a little bit more my style 

and I [can] take the maximum from 

the car,” he said. “With Seb and 

Kazuki, we tried to stay calm and to 

be in the race until the last couple of  

hours because at some point we were 

behind, sometimes we were in front 

but we tried to be there until the end.”

Buemi also felt the car improved 

as the race went on: “Throughout 

the race, the balance is changing a 

lot. I think at the end we had a bit of  

a better balance towards the 

middle of  the race and end of  the 

race and we maybe struggled a bit 

more at the start.”

The race wasn’t completely done 

and dusted, with the #7 hovering 

around 40s behind the leader in the 

middle of  Sunday morning, but hopes 

of  a close finish were dealt a major 

blow in the 19th hour. Buemi – whose 

final run in the car was at the same 

time as his stunning stint in 2016 that 

had effectively won Toyota the race, 

only for the #5 car to lose power – 

utilisedasafetycarperiodtohandthe

carovertoAlonsotoheadoutforhis

finalrun.Althoughthatallowedthe

#7backaheadforonefinaltime,it

meantConwaywasoff-sequenceand

heheadedtothepitstomakewayfor

Lopez as soon as the race resumed.

Lopez attempted to match Alonso 

over the following stints but 

gradually fell away into a lonely 

second, half  a lap back, and the #7 

car’s fate was finally sealed later 

when Kamui Kobayashi was at the 

wheel, with the Japanese driver 

missing his planned stop for fuel in 

the penultimate hour before cruising 

back around the majority of  the lap to 

the pits, which put the car a lap down.

To add insult to injury, Kobayashi 

then had to serve two separate 

10-second stop-go penalties for two 

infringements resulting from that 

error – one for exceeding the fuel 

allowance and another for 

completing too many laps in one stint.

Back in the car for the final stint, 

Nakajima was afforded a clear run 

to the finish. There was to be no 

heartache like in 2016 – when he was 

at the wheel of  the car with three 

minutes to go before its loss of  power – 

as Toyota finally broke its curse to 

win the race for the first time.

For Toyota, Buemi and Nakajima, 

it was the success they had been 

cravingforyears–themanufacturer

havingreturnedtoLeMansin2012–

whilevictoryatthefirstattemptwas

alsosignificantforAlonso,whonow

onlyhastheIndianapolis500to

conquertocompletemotorsport’s

unofficial triple crown of successes 

at Indy, Le Mans and the Monaco 

Grand Prix.

“It’s an amazing feeling,” said 

Alonso. “Right now I’m maybe still 

in a little bit [of] shock because we 

were so focused on the race and so 

stressed at the end watching the 

television. I’m not used to watching 

my car racing, I’m normally in it.

“It was quite a tense 24 hours, with 

two cars within one minute [for] 

more or less the whole race. Right 

now I’m just trying to enjoy every 

single second of this moment and 

tomorrowwill be time to realise.”

All three drivers of  the #7 crew 

conceded the winning car had 

the edge on them, particularly 

in the night – with Kobayashi 

suggesting the car’s showing 

was “not strong enough”.

“We tried to race and maybe one 

point we [had a] chance but in the 

night, as soon as it started [being] 

different conditions I think they were 

always stronger,” said Kobayashi, 

who ended the race two laps down. 

Continued on page six

Lotterer was caught up 

in a first-lap accident

Big celebrations on the podium after a trouble-free run in the French endurance classic

Rebellion was best 

of the rest in third
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REPORT: LE MANS 24 HOURS

Button’s car was plagued 

by problems early on

Matevos Isaakyan was a star performer early on, but blotted his copybook by crashing the SMP Racing BR1 The Toyota team finally experienced the highs of a Le Mans victory

Continued from page five

“We started to look really weak. We 

tried to be more secure in the driving 

style, to manage the car – one car 

showed the performance, one car was 

more safe.”

The pace advantage of  the Toyotas, 

coupled with neither TS050 HYBRID 

running into reliability issues, meant 

the leading privateer car – the #3 

Rebellion R-13 – finished the race 12 

laps down on the leader. Its final two 

drivers, Mathias Beche and Gustavo 

Menezes, had been drawn into a battle 

with the sister #1 car, which was 

playing catch up after its first-lap nose 

issue forced it into an early stop, in the 

final hours of  the race. It briefly lost 

the position it had held for the best 

part of  11 hours, but did eventually 

complete the podium when Neel Jani 

lost time on track having to close the 

door of  the #1 after it had flown open.

Menezes, Beche and Thomas 

Laurent eventually beat the sister  

car line-up of  Lotterer, Jani and 

Bruno Senna by a lap, with the two 

cars the only privateers to take the 

chequered flag without any major 

issues. That might reflect badly on  

the remaining privateers, but the  

#17 SMP Racing BR1 car made its 

presence known while it was in the 

race, with Le Mans veteran Stephane 

Sarrazin helping the car to secure an 

early third place after rebuffing 

Laurent through the opening stints.

The #17 was still in third when 

Matevos Isaakyan took to the wheel, 

but after an impressive start to his 

stint the young Russian undid his and 

his team-mates’ hard work when he 

lost the car exiting the second part  

of  the Porsche Curves left-hander, 

skating across the gravel before 

hitting the barrier on the outside of  

the corner. Isaakyan made matters 

worse for himself  by trying – and 

failing – to get the car going three 

times, with two of  those attempts 

requiring slow zones to be put  

in place.

Despite getting one car to the finish, 

the event was a tricky one for the 

Manor Ginetta squad that had missed 

the opening round of  the WEC 

superseason at Spa. The cars were 

slowest of  the LMP1 runners in 

qualifying, having experienced a 

software configuration issue and 

being hampered by running in 

higher-downforce spec which cost 

both cars time on the straights. 

Despite the #6 car running as high as 

sixth early on in the race it could not 

keep its pace up, and both cars spent 

plenty of  hours in the pits. The #5 

entry did complete the race, but was 

105 laps down on the race winner and 

last of  43 classified finishers.

Jenson Button’s Le Mans 24 Hours 

debut was also a tough one to stomach, 

the 2009 F1 world champion’s #11 SMP 

car spending two hours in the pits 

early on with a sensor failure. Button 

set competitive lap times when he was 

on track, and was due to complete the 

final stint before the car’s engine gave 

up on the approach to Indianapolis in 

the final hour.

“Everyone did a fantastic job,” said 

Button. “It was a shame we had the 

issues that cost us so much time, and 

then it’s a hard fight from there 

because you’ve got another 21 hours 

of  pushing, knowing you won’t 

achieve anything apart from finish. 

Vitaly [Petrov], Mikhail [Aleshin] and 

myself  did a good job of  pushing the 

car hard but not too hard, [but] we had 

the failure in the end with the engine, 

which is a shame.”

The 2018 Le Mans 24 Hours might 

not go down as one of  the classics, 

then, but that will matter not to 

Toyota. Its scrupulous efforts  

and perseverance in the face of  

previous pain was finally rewarded 

with the one success it has craved  

for so long.
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PERFECT OUTING FOR 
G-DRIVE RACING COMBO
In the week that Russia battered Saudi 

Arabia 5-0 in the opening game of the 

World Cup, perhaps it was apt that one 

of  the host nation’s most prolific racing 

drivers, Roman Rusinov, should knock 

the LMP2 field for six at Le Mans. 

It’s very rare that the fastest car is also 

the one that has absolutely no issues 

over the 24 hours, but that’s precisely 

what happened as the #26 G-Drive 

Racing ORECA Rusinov shared with 

Jean-Eric Vergne and Andrea Pizzitola 

romped to victory by two clear laps.

Its race was even more dominant than 

the #8 Toyota in LMP1; after Vergne 

took the lead following the first round 

of pitstops on lap 10, the #26 crew was 

never headed until the very end of  

the race, setting the pace for a total of  

360 laps over the 24 hours. 

“We had no problems at all, we even 

decidedtochangethebrakeattheend

for security,” said Pizzitola. “I was 

actually surprised, I was waiting for 

this thing that is always happening at 

Le Mans, a failure on the car, a spin, or 

gravel. That was just perfect, I don’t 

know what to say...”

After Ligier’s challenge collapsed 

along with the clutch in the #23 Panis-

Barthez Competition car featuring 

Will Stevens shortly after 1000hrs, the 

#36 Signatech-Alpine of  Nicolas 

Lapierre, Andre Negrao and Pierre 

Thiriet came through to second, two 

laps adrift, with the #39 Graff-SO24 

Racing ORECA completing the 

podium after Tristan Gommendy 

rallied a late charge from Loic Duval’s 

#28 TDS Racing ORECA.

Ligier had two cars in the top four 

with five hours to go, but things 

started to go wrong when United 

Autosports’PauldiResta–fighting

back from a seven-minute penalty to 

reattach the FIA-mandated GPS 

tracker in the second hour – crashed 

heavily at the Porsche Curves. 

After Stevens lost an hour in the pits – 

eventually finishing 11th – Ligier hopes 

lay with the second United Autosports 

car featuring Juan Pablo Montoya, who 

had lost time skating into the tyres at 

Indianapolis in hour six. Their pursuit 

ended when Hugo de Sadeleer got a 

puncture in the penultimate hour, 

demoting them to fifth.  The Jota Sport 

team that finished 1-2 last year had a 

tough race. A faulty water pipe on its 

#37 ORECA – entered under the 

Jackie Chan DC Racing banner – 

stymied its progress on lap two before 

two punctures for the sister #38 car 

and multiple other issues limited 

them to sixth and eighth at the flag.

James Newbold

LMP2

Jean-Eric Vergne, Andrea Pizzitola and Roman Rusinov took the glory

Retro-liveried Porsche 911 RSR of Kevin Estre, Michael Christensen and Laurens Vanthoor won

Porsche dominates as class warfare fails to spark into life in Pro fight

Teenager leads Am crew to the top

PorscheeasilywonaGTEPro

racethatfailedtoliveitupto

itsbilling,withitspairof

retro-themed,Manthey-run

911RSRsclaiminga

straightforward 1-2 finish.

Not only were the Porsches 

fast and reliable (at least on the 

WEC side of the four-car garage), 

the leading ‘Pink Pig’-themed 

#92 entry driven by Kevin Estre, 

Michael Christensen and 

Laurens Vanthoor lucked into 

a huge lead after electing to go 

off-strategy in the first stint 

by pitting a lap sooner than 

it could have done.

When the safety car was 

deployed just afterwards, the 

two cars that had been battling 

for the lead – the #91 Rothmans-

coloured Porsche and the best of 

the Fords, the #68 car – got held 

up at the end of the pitlane, forced 

to wait for the next safety car 

train. And that was pretty much 

itasfarasthewinwasconcerned.

Bytheeight-hourmark, the

#92crew–whomanagedtheir

fortuitouslygainedadvantage

toperfection–enjoyedalead

of more than two minutes and 

was never troubled over the 

remaining distance, coming 

home a lap to the good.

The battle for second between 

the #91 Porsche and the #68 Ford 

heated up in the morning hours

as Sebastien Bourdais hit out at 

Frederic Makowiecki for what 

he felt was unacceptable driving 

during a thrilling scrap in the 

21st hour.

But their battle was not to last 

as Makowiecki got away after 

the next round of stops, helping 

to secure second for himself, 

Gianmaria Bruni and Richard 

Lietz by a margin of 20s ahead 

of the Ford shared by Bourdais, 

Dirk Muller and Joey Hand.

Ford’s leading WEC-entered 

car, the#67of HarryTincknell,

AndyPriaulxandTonyKanaan,

finishedafurtherminutebehind

infourthbutdroppedto12thwith

apost-racepenaltyforKanaan

failing to completehissix-hour

minimum drivetime.

Corvette’s #63carhadasolid

run to fourth, whileFerrari’s top

finisher was thethird-string#52

car in fifth. BMWcouldtake

comfort in seeingits twobrand-

new M8 GTEs mixingitwiththe

Porsches in theeveninghours,

but suspensionissues,abroken

radiator for the#82andashunt

for Alexander Simsinthe#81car

ruined any hopesof apodium.

Aston had a dreadfulracewith

its new VantageGTEs,which

were lacking topspeed.They

qualified last andsecond-last,

with a trouble-freerunforthe

lead #95 car givingitadistant

eighth place, fivelapsdown.

Jamie Klein

LMGTE PRO
Porsche was able to make it a double 

GTE victory thanks to a dominant 

display by the #77 Dempsey-Proton 

machine driven by Julien Andlauer, 

Christian Ried and Matt Campbell, 

who never looked back after grabbing 

the lead in the third hour.

 The sheer speed of  18-year-old 

Le Mans rookie Andlauer and 

Porsche ‘young professional’ 

Campbell allowed the #77 trio to build 

up a considerable lead into the night, 

while the super-experienced Ried 

never put a foot wrong in his stints.

Ried took the car to the chequered 

flag having had an advantage of  more 

than three minutes cut down to 1m39s 

in the closing stages by a charging 

Giancarlo Fisichella in the second-

placed #54 Spirit of  Race Ferrari.

“We were able to get the lead around 

1730hrs [on Saturday evening] and 

hold it all the way through to the end 

of  the race,” said Campbell post-race. 

“Absolutely crazy to hold a lead like 

that all race, to hold on to it is 

something I’ll never forget.”

Fisichella and team-mates Thomas 

Flohr and Francesco Castellacci were 

able to take advantage of  drama for 

another Ferrari, the #85 Keating/Risi 

car, to ultimately come out on top in

the fight for second in class.

Jeroen Bleekemolen described his

third-place finish as bitter after

Ben Keating got stuck in the gravel at

Mulsanne in the latter stages, costing 

the pair, plus young gun Luca Stolz, 

the chance to take the fight to the 

winning Dempsey-Proton Porsche.

“It would have been close between 

us and the winning Porsche,” 

lamented Bleekemolen. “With a 

bit of  luck we could have fought 

for the win.”

Another Ferrari that had been in 

contention for a spot on the podium 

was the #84 JMW Motorsport squad, 

which ultimately had to settle for fifth 

after Jeff  Segal got the car beached 

in the gravel in the morning hours.

That misfortune allowed the 

third-string Proton Competition car, 

crewed by American trio Pat Long, 

Tim Pappas and Spencer Pumpelly, 

through to grab fourth.

Two of  the fancied class runners 

failed to finish. The #88 Dempsey-

Proton Porsche, which had qualified 

on pole in Matteo Cairoli’s hands, was 

on course for at least a podium when 

the Italian hit the tyre barriers at the 

Ford chicane, while Paul Dalla Lana 

crashed the #98 Aston Martin at the 

Porsche Curves in the seventh hour 

to compound an already wretched

weekend for the British marque.

Jamie Klein

LMGTE AM

Julien Andlauer was the star performer in Dempsey-Proton car
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LE MANS RESULTS

RESULTS

Laurent’srecord 
Frenchman Thomas Laurent  

holds a 100 per cent podium 

record at Le Mans, having 

taken two outright podium 

finishes in his two starts in 

the race. Having finished 

second overall in a Jackie 

Chan DC Racing LMP2 car 

last year on his debut, 

Laurent took third overall, 

and the unofficial non-

hybrid win, in his Rebellion 

Racing R-13 this year, 

sharing with Mathias Beche 

and Gustavo Menezes.

Ginetta’s woe
The Manor-Ginetta outfit 
experienced a tough first 
weekend in the LMP1 ranks. 
The faster #6 car was 8.3s  
off the Toyotas in qualifying, 
while both cars raced in high-
downforce trim, which affected 
straightline speed performance. 
The #5 car did make the finish, 
but Oliver Rowland stopped the 
#6 at Tertre Rouge in the 10th 
hour and the car did not return.

Lammers back
Some 30 years after his  

1988 victory with Jaguar, Jan 

Lammers made his 24th and 

final Le Mans appearance. 

Lammers ran as high as 

sixth in LMP2 early on 

before exhaust issues 

delayed the Racing Team 

Netherlands Dallara. “It 

hasn’t really quite sunk in 

yet, but I just enjoyed the 

driving,” said the 62-year-

old. “It was really an 

enormous privilege to be 

able to do this at my age.”

Jota’s disaster
Jota’s 2017 Le Mans was a 
fairytale, with the Jackie Chan 
DC Racing cars securing an 
LMP2 1-2 and finishing on the 
outright podium, but 2018 was 
a nightmare. A disconnected 
water pipe slowed the #37  
and the sister #38 had two 
punctures, including a major 
blowout for Gabriel Aubry on  
the Mulsanne. Both cars made  
it into the top 10, but finished 
several laps down.

Penalty points
Two of Ford’s GT Pro entries 

got post-race penalties for 

drivers failing to complete 

their minimum six-hour 

driving time. Tony Kanaan’s 

#67 car was dropped from 

fourth in class to 12th after 

being docked 11 laps. Scott 

Dixon’s #69 car was also 

docked two laps, but stays 

14th as it was in the pits for 

the final two hours with 

electrical trouble.

Tough for Aston
Aston Martin’s new Vantage 
struggled in the GTE Pro class. 
Both cars were five seconds  
off the pace in qualifying and, 
although a BoP change meant 
the car was 10kg lighter and 
received a power boost for  
the race, the leading #95 car 
finished five laps down on the 
winning Porsche. The #97 car 
was delayed by damper woe.

IN BRIEF

RossGunngaveAston

Martin’s2019Vantage

GT3 challenger a perfect 

start with an on-the-road 

‘victory’ in the Aston 

Martin Le Mans Festival 

that acted as a warm-up  

to the Le Mans 24 Hours.

Gunn, driving the 

unrestricted and yet-to-be 

homologated car, was 

forced to start at the rear  

of the field having failed to 

qualify after he burned  

out the clutch in the throngs 

of traffic on the way to  

the circuit. 

That meant the polesitting 

Vulcan hypercar starred  

in the hands of Peter 

Dumbreck and then Top 

Gear host Chris Harris 

before Gunn’s early 

progress – making up over 

30places intheopeninglaps

–reeledtheVulcanbackin

and Gunn moved ahead 

after four laps, before going

on to take the on-track win.

But Gunn was not 

classified because it  

was considered a 

“demonstration run”  

to attract potential 

customers – meaning that 

Dumbreck and Harris 

inherited the ‘real’ victory.

The new GT4-spec 

Vantage also made its 

public debut at Le Mans  

on display in the AMR 

Festival paddock.

The Festival also featured

the likes of Aston CEO  

Andy Palmer, British 

cycling legend Sir Chris 

Hoy and his team-mate, 

Formula 1 commentator 

AMR Festival Race:
Peter Dumbreck/Chris Harris
(Aston Martin Vulcan)

Road to Le Mans:
Race 1: Mikkel Jensen/Kay van
Berlo (Ligier JSP3 Nissan)
Race 2: Duncan Tappy/Michael
Benham (Norma M30)

WINNERS

andLeManswinner

MartinBrundle.

ThetwoRoadtoLeMans

racesfailedtoprovide

theintrigueof theAston

Festivalbutdidfeaturea

star-turnfromDuncan

Tappy.Anattrition-filled

secondracemeantthat

JohnFalb’ssolidstintkept

himintheleadingpack

andwhenSeanRayhall

tookovertheUnited

AutosportsLigier,he

quicklyclearedtheleading

#30CDSportNormaM30

after itsengineproblems.

LikeFalb,Tappy’steam-

mateMichaelBenhamhad

enduredacleanrunwhen

itmattered,withTappy

jumpingaboardinthe

secondhalf of therace.

Rayhall’sadvantage

wasreeledinquicklyover

thefinal lapsbeforeTappy

grabbedtheleadonthe

Mulsanneforvictoryafter

Ross Gunn was the on-the-road winner of the Festival

86thLeMans24Hours,June16/17 2018 Laps:388 Winner’sdistance: 3285.120 Weather:Warmanddry

POS NO DRIVERS TEAM CLASS TIME/LAPS/RETIREMENT

1 8 SebastienBuemi (CH)KazukiNakajima(J)FernandoAlonso(E) ToyotaGazooRacing/ToyotaTS050HYBRID LMP1 24h00m52.247s
2 7 MikeConway (GB)KamuiKobayashi (J) JoseMariaLopez (RA) ToyotaGazooRacing/ToyotaTS050HYBRID LMP1 -2 laps
3 3 ThomasLaurent (F)MathiasBeche(CH)GustavoMenezes (USA) RebellionRacing/Rebellion-GibsonR-13 LMP1 -12 laps
4 1 AndreLotterer (D)Neel Jani (CH)BrunoSenna(BR) RebellionRacing/Rebellion-GibsonR-13 LMP1 -13 laps
5 26 Jean-EricVergne(F)RomanRusinov (RUS)AndreaPizzitola (F) G-DriveRacing/ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 -19 laps
6 36 NicolasLapierre (F)AndreNegrao (BR)PierreThiriet (F) SignatechAlpineMatmut /Alpine-GibsonA470 LMP2 -21 laps
7 39 TristanGommendy (F)VincentCapillaire (F) JonathanHirschi (CH) Graff-SO24/ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 -22 laps
8 28 LoicDuval (F)FrancoisPerrodo(F)MatthieuVaxiviere (F) TDSRacing/ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 -23 laps
9 32 HugodeSadeleer (CH)WillOwen(USA)JuanPabloMontoya (CO) UnitedAutosports /Ligier-GibsonJSP217 LMP2 -23 laps
10 37 JazemanJaafar (MAL)Nabil Jeffri (MAL)WeironTan(MAL) JackieChanDCRacing/ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 -27 laps
11 31 NathanaelBerthon(F)RobertoGonzalez (MEX)PastorMaldonado(YV) DragonSpeed/ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 -28 laps
12 38 Ho-PinTung(PRC)StephaneRichelmi (MC)GabrielAubry (F) JackieChanDCRacing/ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 -32 laps
13 29 GiedovanderGarde(NL)FritsvanEerd (NL) JanLammers (NL) RacingTeamNederland/Dallara-GibsonP217 LMP2 -32 laps
14 33 NickBoulle (USA)DavidCheng(USA)PierreNicolet (F) JackieChanDCRacing/Ligier-GibsonJSP217 LMP2 -33 laps
15 23 WillStevens (GB)TimotheBuret (F) JulienCanal (F) PanisBarthezCompetition /Ligier-GibsonJSP217 LMP2 -36 laps
16 35 VictorShaytar (RUS)HarrisonNewey(GB)NormanNato (F) SMPRacing/Dallara-GibsonP217 LMP2 -43 laps
17 92 KevinEstre (F)MichaelChristensen(DK)LaurensVanthoor (B) PorscheGTTeam/Porsche911RSR GTEPro -44 laps
18 91 GianmariaBruni (I)RichardLietz (A)FredericMakowiecki (F) PorscheGTTeam/Porsche911RSR GTEPro -45 laps
19 68 DirkMuller (D) JoeyHand(USA)SebastienBourdais (F) FordChipGanassiTeamUSA/FordGT GTEPro -45 laps
20 63 AntonioGarcia (E) JanMagnussen(DK)MikeRockenfeller (D) CorvetteRacing-GM/ChevroletCorvetteC7.R GTEPro -46 laps
21 47 GiorgioSernagiotto (I)RobertoLacorte (I)FelipeNasr (BR) CetilarVillorbaCorse/Dallara-GibsonP217 LMP2 -46 laps
22 52 ToniVilander (FIN)AntonioGiovinazzi (I)PipoDerani (BR) AFCorse/Ferrari488GTE‘evo’ GTEPro -47 laps
23 66 StefanMucke(D)OlivierPla (F)Billy Johnson(USA) FordChipGanassiTeamUK/FordGT GTEPro -48 laps
24 51 JamesCalado(GB)AlessandroPierGuidi (I)DanielSerra (BR) AFCorse/Ferrari488GTE‘evo’ GTEPro -49 laps
25 95 NickiThiim(DK)MarcoSorensen(DK)DarrenTurner (GB) AstonMartinRacing/AstonMartinVantageGTE GTEPro -49 laps
26 71 SamBird (GB)DavideRigon(I)MiguelMolina (E) AFCorse/Ferrari488GTE‘evo’ GTEPro -50 laps
27 77 MattCampbell (AUS)ChristianRied(D) JulienAndlauer (F) Dempsey-ProtonRacing/Porsche911RSR GTEAm -53 laps
28 54 GiancarloFisichella (I)ThomasFlohr (CH)FrancescoCastellacci (I) SpiritofRace/Ferrari488GTE GTEAm -53 laps
29 93 PatrickPilet (F)NickTandy (GB)EarlBamber (NZ) PorscheGTTeam/Porsche911RSR GTEPro -54 laps
30 85 JeroenBleekemolen (NL)BenKeating (USA)LucaStolz (D) KeatingMotorsports /Ferrari488GTE GTEAm -54 laps
31 99 PatrickLong(USA)TimPappas (USA)SpencerPumpelly (USA) ProtonCompetition /Porsche911RSR GTEAm -54 laps
32 84 JeffSegal (USA)LiamGriffin (GB)CooperMacNeil (USA) JMWMotorsport /Ferrari488GTE GTEAm -56 laps
33 80 ChristinaNielsen (DK)FabioBabini (I)ErikMaris (F) Ebimotors /Porsche911RSR GTEAm -56 laps
34 50 RomanoRicci (F)ErwinCreed(F)ThomasDagoneau(F) LarbreCompetition /Ligier-GibsonJSP217 LMP2 -56 laps
35 81 MartinTomczyk (D)NickyCatsburg (NL)PhilippEng(A) BMWTeamMTEK/BMWM8GTE GTEPro -56 laps
36 56 EgidioPerfetti (N) JorgBergmeister (D)PatrickLindsey (USA) TeamProject1 /Porsche911RSR GTEAm -56 laps
37 61 MattGriffin (IRL)MokWengSun(MAL)KeitaSawa(J) ClearwaterRacing/Ferrari488GTE GTEAm -56 laps
38 67 AndyPriaulx (GB)HarryTincknell (GB)TonyKanaan(BR) FordChipGanassiTeamUK/FordGT GTEPro -56 laps
39 97 JonnyAdam(GB)AlexLynn(GB)MaximeMartin (B) AstonMartinRacing/AstonMartinVantageGTE GTEPro -61 laps
40 70 OlivierBeretta (MC)Motoaki Ishikawa(J)EddieCheever (I) MRRacing/Ferrari488GTE GTEAm -64 laps
41 69 RyanBriscoe(AUS)RichardWestbrook (GB)ScottDixon (NZ) FordChipGanassiTeamUSA/FordGT GTEPro -79 laps
42 86 BenBarker (GB)MikeWainwright (GB)AlexDavison (AUS) GulfRacing/Porsche911RSR GTEAm -105 laps
43 5 MikeSimpson(GB)CharlieRobertson (GB)LeoRoussel (F) CEFCTRSMRacing/Ginetta-MecachromeG60-LT-P1 LMP1 -105 laps
NC 44 TracyKrohn(USA)AndreaBertolini (I)Nic Jonsson(S) EurasiaMotorsport /Ligier-GibsonJSP217 LMP2 334 laps
R 11 VitalyPetrov (RUS)MikhailAleshin (RUS)JensonButton (GB) SMPRacing/BRE-AERBR1 LMP1 315 laps/engine
R 48 Paul-LoupChatin (F)PaulLafargue(F)MemoRojas (MEX) IdecSportRacing/ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 312 laps/gearboxcasing
R 90 EuanHankey (GB)SalihYoluc (TR)CharlieEastwood(GB) TFSport /AstonMartinVantageGTE GTEAm 304 laps/driveshaft
R 22 FilipeAlbuquerque(P)PhilHanson(GB)PauldiResta (GB) UnitedAutosports /Ligier-GibsonJSP217 LMP2 288 laps/accident
R 64 OliverGavin (GB)TommyMilner (USA)MarcelFassler (CH) CorvetteRacing-GM/ChevroletCorvetteC7.R GTEPro 259 laps/engine
R 10 BenHanley (GB)HenrikHedman(S)RengervanderZande(NL) DragonSpeed/BRE-GibsonBR1 LMP1 244 laps/accidentdamage
R 25 MarkPatterson (USA)AteDirkDeJong(NL)TacksungKim(ROK) AlgarveProRacing/Ligier-GibsonJSP217 LMP2 237 laps/gearbox
R 88 MatteoCairoli (I)KhaledAlQubaisi (UAE)GiorgioRoda(I) Dempsey-ProtonRacing/Porsche911RSR GTEAm 225 laps/accident
R 82 AugustoFarfus (BR)AntonioFelixdaCosta (P)AlexanderSims(GB) BMWTeamMTEK/BMWM8GTE GTEPro 223 laps/accidentdamage
R 40 JoseGutierrez (MEX)JamesAllen (AUS)EnzoGuibbert (F) G-DriveRacing/ORECA-Gibson07 LMP2 197 laps/accident
R 34 RickyTaylor (USA)ComeLedogar (F)DavidHeinemeierHansson(DK) JackieChanDCRacing/Ligier-GibsonJSP217 LMP2 195 laps/engine
R 6 AlexBrundle (GB)OliverRowland(GB)OliverTurvey (GB) CEFCTRSMRacing/Ginetta-MecachromeG60-LT-P1 LMP1 137 laps/electrical
R 17 StephaneSarrazin (F)EgorOrudzhev (RUS)Matevos Isaakyan (RUS) SMPRacing/BRE-AERBR1 LMP1 123 laps/accident
R 94 RomainDumas(F)TimoBernhard (D)SvenMuller (D) PorscheGTTeam/Porsche911RSR GTEPro 92 laps/suspension
R 98 PedroLamy(P)PaulDallaLana (CDN)MathiasLauda(A) AstonMartinRacing/AstonMartinVantageGTE GTEAm 92laps/accident
R 4 TomDillmann(F)OliverWebb(GB)DominikKraihamer (A) ByKOLLESRacingTeam/ENSOCLM-NissanP1/01 LMP1 65 laps/accident

Winner’s average speed 136.797mph. Fastest lap Buemi 3m17.658s (154.208mph). LMP2 Berthon 3m27.200s (147.106mph). GTE Pro Magnussen 3m49.448s (132.842mph). GTE Am Barker 3m52.600s (131.042mph).

Gunn wins, but then doesn’t, at Le Mans SUPPORTS

a late slipstream move.

Other victims of the 

attrition-filled finale 

included dominant  

race one winner Mikkel 

Jensen, who shared the 

Eurointernational  

Ligier with Kay van Berlo.

Kessel Racing Ferrari’s 

Sergio Pianezzola and 

Giacomo Piccini were  

on for a GT3 double before 

it was eliminated in a 

crash during the finale. 
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McLaren eyes a return to La Sarthe as new regulations play to the firm’s GT car strengths
McLarenissettomakeafirm

decisionlaterthisyearoverits

potentialfactoryreturntothe

LeMans24Hoursunderthe

newregulationsfor2020.

TheWokingfirmhaslong

beenlinkedwithareturnto

LaSarthe,andtheFIA/ACO’s

newhypercar-styleregulations

playtothestrengthsof the

brand,whichisenjoying

significantgrowthinboth

itsroadandGTcardivision.

CompanyheadZakBrown

wasatLeManslastweekwith

hisUnitedAutosportsteam,

andsaidthenewideaswere

appealing.McLarenwasalso

oneof thebrandsinvolvedin

thediscussionstoformulate

thenewrules(seeabove).

“Ithinktherulesaregood,

theystillneedtoberatified,so

they’renotyet ‘official,official’

andthere’salotof detailsto

come.ButIwouldsaythenext

stepisforustosay‘right,these

aretherules,nowwhatmore

definitionsdoweneed?’

“Whenweevaluateother

racing,wecan’tcompromise

ourFormula1team.Ithastobe

commerciallyviable.Wehaveto

thinkwecanwinandbegoodfor

ourbrand.If wecantickallof

thoseboxes,thenit’ssomething

we’regoingtogivereal

considerationto.

“If we’regoingtobereadyfor

2020,we’llneedtomakea

decisionbytheendof theyear.”

Brownaddedthatstrictbudget

controlhadtobeakeypartof the

newrules,withtheFIA/ACO

keentotrim75percentof

currentLMP1spending.

“We’represumingthebudget

willbeabout£25million,so

we’renotsayingwe’dwalkif

itwas£26m,”addedBrown.

“Butyoucan’tlet£25msuddenly

become£30mand£35mandthe

nextthingyouknowinthree

yearsit’s£50m.Thatwould

beunacceptable.”

McLarenwonthe1995LeMans

withitsF1GTRmodel,but

hasn’tcompetedasaworks’

teamsincearegulationchange

for1998ruledthecarsout.

LE MANS LAYS
OUT FUTURE
Hypercars to form the basis of the top division from 2020

Photos: LAT

By Robert Ladbrook

The top class of Le Mans 
and the World Endurance 
Championship will evolve into a 
hypercar category from 2020 
after the FIA and ACO unveiled 
the plans for the next cycle of 
top-level sportscar racing.

The current generation of  

Le Mans Prototype will be 

replaced after 2019, with the focus 

switching more towards “hypercars, 

supercars, luxury GTs or concept 

cars”. All entries into the new 

category, which has yet to be 

officially named, will run hybrid 

powertrains with a single front-axle 

KERS system. Engine selection will 

befreeandcarsshouldgenerate

closeto1000bhp,withlaptimes

of 3m20sforLeManstargeted.

The push has been made to help 

attract manufacturers back to both 

the WEC and Le Mans, after Toyota 

was the sole factory entry into 

LMP1 at last week’s race.

A host of  manufacturers were 

involved in the consultation for 

the new rules – including Toyota, 

McLaren, Aston Martin, Ferrari 

and Ford – and the American IMSA 

organisers were also involved.

WEC head Gerard Neveu said: 

“The 2020-24 regulations are, for 

competitors, both technically 

interesting and sustainable, 

with controlled budgets being 

a key factor.

“We are confident that we will 

welcome an increased number 

of world-classmanufacturersand

internationalteamstotheWEC

andthatallelementsareinplacefor

them to be able to compete at the 

highest level, with the pinnacle, of  

course, being the Le Mans 24 Hours.”

The new rules aim to trim current 

LMP1 budgets by around 75 per 

cent, with cars eschewing costly 

aerodynamic development in favour 

of  more brand-recognisable bodies. 

The focus of  aerodynamics will be 

underneath the car, meaning the 

FIA can set a benchmark limit 

of  downforce through its own 

windtunnel testing, which 

manufacturers may not then exceed.

Vincent Beaumesnil from the 

Automobile Club de l’Ouest, 

said: “The idea is that if  you 

define the values then there is 

no reason to spend money on 

windtunneldevelopment

becauseyougetnoreward.

“Thiswillbeanewprocessin

whichwewillmeasuretheca

in thewindtunnelandmake

bodyscansof them.Thiswaywecan

makesurethecarscangouptothe

pointwelaydown,andnotoverit.

“Thekeypointisthatthe

manufacturerswillhavetheability

to determinetheshapeof theircars

becauseitwillnotbedictatedbythe

needtocreatedownforce.”

Toyota’stechnicaldirectorPascal

Vasselonsaid:“Thetargetistoset

theaeroefficiencyatanachievable

level,notatalevelthatrequires30

peopleoverthreeyears–itshould

be achievablebyateamwithafew

goodCFDengineers.”

Thenew-generationhybrid

powersystemsdesignedby

manufacturersmustalsobe

madeavailabletoprivateers,

withacommonECUfitted.

McLaren was at Le Mans in 1995

Mercedes-AMG Project One has F1 engine

Aston Martin’s Valkyrie hypercar model

New aero testing rules could help to bring WEC budgets down

Toyota concept 

could compete
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McLarenhasconfirmed that ithas so

far rejected threeapproaches from

rivalFormula1 teams for risingBritish

starLandoNorris.

Justbefore theCanadianGrandPrix it

emerged thatToroRossoand itsparent

RedBullhadmadea formaloffer to sign

currentFIAFormula2Championship

leaderNorris, intending topromotehim

directly into its grandprix line-up to

replace thestrugglingBrendonHartley.

McLaren turned theapproachdownas

itwouldhaverequiredNorris to sever

all tieswith theWoking team.During

LeMans lastweek,McLarenheadZak

Brownreiteratedhehadno intention

of losingholdof the2016McLaren

AutosportBRDCAwardwinner.

“We’vebeenapproachedbymore

thanone team,”Brownsaid. “We’ve

had threeapproaches, of varying

degrees.Some included thisyear, but

wewanthimto focusonF2, andkeep

himatMcLaren.

“If we felt itwasgood forhis career,

andgood forMcLaren, thenwe’d

consider it onacase-by-casebasis.

Butall of theapproachesmeanthe

wouldhavegoneaway,andwe’re

not interested in that conversation,

that’snon-negotiable.We’renotgoing to

trainhimup for someoneelse, but

Idon’t thinkanyoneelsehasany

interest in traininghimup forus.”

Brownconceded thatMcLarennot

havinganydesignated junior team

mademanaging theyoungdrivers

difficult. StoffelVandoornehad torace

inJapaneseSuperFormula forayear

beforeanF1berthbecameavailable

whenJensonButtonsteppeddown.

“Wedon’thaveanysister teams,”

addedBrown. “It’snot ideal. It shows

that theFIAneeds to look intohow

much influence teamshaveoverother

teams,becausewhat they’re starting

todo is closedownopportunities for

people thatare independent.”

Photos: LAT

Di Resta apologises after costly Le Mans shunt

Montoya blames
himself for accident

Bourdais anger at rival
Makowiecki’s actions

JuanPabloMontoyahas

admitted thathesimply“ranout

of talent”whenhecrashedon

hisLeMansdebut lastweekend.

The two-time Indianapolis

500winnerandseven-time

Formula1racewinnerwent

off at Indianapolis corner,

nosinghisUnitedAutosports-

runLigier into thebarrier.

Montoyahad towait for the

marshals toextracthis car

fromthegravel trapbefore

beingable to return to thepits.

“Imadeamistakeand I ran

wideat Indianapolis, just

understeeredoff,”hesaid.

“Itwasreally close, and just

goton thebrakesand locked

themupandranoutof talent.”

Montoyaand team-mates

HugodeSadeleerandWilliam

Owenwenton to finish fifth in

theLMP2category.

FordGTracerSebastien

Bourdaishit out atLeMans

rival FredericMakowiecki

after thepair’s tussle on

track lastweekend, branding

thePorschedriver’s

antics “unacceptable”.

BourdaisandMakowiecki

were locked ina tight fight

oversecond in theGTEPro

division formuchof Sunday

morning,with thingscoming

toaheadwhenMakowiecki

appeared tomoveacrosson

Bourdaisalong theMulsanne

whiledefendinghisposition,

pushing theFordonto thedirt.

WhenaskedbyEurosport if

he thought themovewas fair,

Bourdais raged: “If that’s fair

then there aren’t going tobe

verymanycars that are

going to finish this race. So

no, forme, it’s completely

unacceptable.Wheredo they

want todraw the line,whena

car endsup in the trees?”

Bourdais alsohit out at

theBalanceof Performance

settings,whichhe felt

favouredPorsche.

“There’s a few things I find

unacceptable: first of all the

BoP,which is clearlymessed

up, and second is thesekind

of manoeuvres are allowed

andracecontroldoesnothing,”

he said. “I hopeFred isnot

veryproudof himself as

itwasverypoordriving

fromaprofessional.”

Porsche’s headof

motorsportFrank-Steffen

Walliser countered: “The race

directormadeadecisionand

weaccept it. The cars didnot

really touch.Wehave two

veryprofessional drivers

whodid somethinggreat for

the spectators, and that’swhy

wearehere andracing.”

ScottMcLaughlin gave his

AustralianSupercar title hopes

a significant boostwith awin and

a secondplace inDarwin last

weekend. A solid defensive effort

was key toMcLaughlin’s race one

win, theDJRTeamPenske driver

pitting early in a successful undercut

bid beforewithstanding pressure

fromcars on fresher rubber. David

Reynolds got his season back on

trackwith a dominant victory in race

two… Leading IndyCar drivers

believe that the seriesmust

be careful in how it opens the

2018 car up to development,

fearing a cost rise thatwould

“kill” smaller teams. The

series is evaluatingopening

development ‘boxes’ to the

2018 universal aerokit, which

has pushed the series closer

to a spec racing category.

Currently, development is

largely restricted to the shock

absorbers anddampers…

The newTatuus Formula 3 car could

form the basis of championships

run inGermany and Italy under the

FIA’s newRegional F3 concept.

The Tatuus T-318will make its

race debut in the newAsian F3

Championship nextmonth. The

company is talking to series

organisers in Europe,where the

Tatuus Formula 4 car already forms

the basis of championships in

Germany, Italy, Spain and the

Northern EuropeanZone…

Theprospectof currentFormula

3EuropeanChampionship cars

racingon in 2019 has takena

step closer after ameetingwas

held between teamsandDTM

promoter, the ITR. Adecision

could bemadeas early as next

month. TheFIA’s newsingle-

make International F3will

replace theGP3Series on the

Formula 1 package in 2019, but

there havebeen calls for the

current-generationF3 cars to

still be raced…NicoProstwill

leave theRenault e.damsFormula

E squad at the end of the 2017/18

season. The Frenchman has

raced for the team,whichwill swap

Renault’s involvement for its alliance

partnerNissan ahead of FE’s fifth

season, since the first start of the

electric championship. His father –

four-time Formula 1world champion

Alain Prost –was a co-owner of

the teambefore he sold back his

stake earlier this year...

PauldiRestawasfortunateto

escapeaheftycrashduringhis

LeMans24Hoursdebut,andhas

apologisedtotheUnitedAutosports

teamafteracceptingblameforit.

TheScotsmanwaspushingfor

apodiumspotinthenumber22

LigierJSP217whenhelostcontrol

throughthePorscheCurvesin

the20thhourof therace,hitting

anunprotectedconcretewall.

DiRestawastakentothecircuit’s

medialcentreandthentohospital

forprecautionarychecks,but

returnedtothetrackbeforethe

endof therace.

Theaccidentmarkedtheend

of theeventforthecarheshared

withFilipeAlbuquerqueand

PhilHanson,whichhadalready

recoveredfromanunscheduled

stopearlyintheraceforamissing

GPSsensor.

“Massiveapologiestotheteam,

whobustedtheirassesandballsall

nighttotryandmakeupwhatwe

had,the[sensor]issueinthefirst

hour,”saiddiResta.“Wewereon

theedgealltheway,butI’vegotto

apologiseformakingacostlyerror

that’sendedourchances.

“It lookedlikewecouldhavebeen

onthepodium,butyoucanalways

saywhatcouldhavebeen.Wehad

decentpacewhenwehadbeen

pushing,wehadtobeaggressive.

Forsomeonelikemeit’sgoingto

takeafewdaystogetover,because

ithurtswhenyouletpeopledown.”

DiRestaadmittedtohaving

troublewithgeneratingtyre

temperature:“Iwasstrugglinga

bit,becauseassoonasIleftthe

pitsthesafetycarcameout,and

Ijustneverreallygot[thetyres]

uptotemperature.

“I’mnotgoingtoputitdownto

excuses,becauseI’vehadmore

thanenoughexperienceunder

circumstanceslikethat.It’s justa

lawof averages:sometimesyou

blowit,andIblewittoday.”

QUICK LAPSTHE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Brown wants to

keep hold of Norris

Scotsman di Resta (inset) was taken for medical checks after hitting a concrete wall 

Bourdais was battling hard
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ByMattJames

Rockinghamwillbemissing from
nextyear’sBritishTouringCar
Championshipscheduleasseries
bossescouldnotgetassurances
over thecircuit’s future.
TheNorthamptonshirevenue is

thought tobeup for sale, andso the

BTCCwillnotvisit thecircuit for

the first timesince2006. Instead,

theserieswill go toThruxton twice.

SeriesdirectorAlanGowsaid

Thruxton’s extraeventwasan

experiment for 2019but thatother

current circuits couldgetadditional

roundsbeyond that.

“Wewill doubleupatThruxton

andseehowthatgoes–although

that ‘spare’ date thatwenowhave

isn’t set in stone,”heexplained.

“Wewill tryThruxton,but equally

wecoulddoubleupatothervenues

inyears tocome.Wehavehad two

roundsatplaces likeOultonPark

before, and thathasworkedwell.”

The2019BTCCwillkickoff at

BrandsHatchon the Indy layout

at thestart of April thengo to

DoningtonPark,Thruxton,Croft and

OultonParkbefore the traditional

five-weekmid-seasonbreak.

Snettertonstarts thesecondpart

of thecompetitiononAugust 3/4.

Thechampionshiprun-inwill take

placeacrossThruxton,Knockhill,

SilverstoneandconcludeonBrands

Hatch’sGrandPrix layouton

October12/13.

ROCKINGHAM DROPPED
FROM BTCC CALENDAR

Sowery to make Pro Mazda debut this weekend after signing one-race deal

Clio Cup team boss calls for a return to Knockhill after Thruxton tyre troubles

MGCC supporting London
to Sydney celebration

TheMGBregisterof theMGCar

Club isoneof anumberof clubs

helping to supporta special event to

commemorate the50thanniversary

of theLondon toSydneyMarathon.

Acollectionof Marathonand

WorldCupcarsare set tobe

gatheredat theBritishMotor

MuseumatGaydononJuly29

tomark theoccasion.

Anumberof cars that competed

in that 10,000-mile eventwill take

part inaparade, alongwithother

cars fromtheperiod.

BRDCpresidentPaddyHopkirk

helped to launch thecelebrationsat

theMGLivemeetingatSilverstone

earlier thismonth.

FormerBritishF3 frontrunnerToby

SowerywillmakehisProMazda

debutatRoadAmerica thisweekend,

havingsignedaone-racedealwith

theBNRacingsquad.

Soweryhasbeenracing in

InternationalGTOpen ina

LamborghiniwithGiuseppeCipriani

thisyear, andhascompletedsix races

in ItalianFormula4.He’snostranger

to theRoad to Indy ladderafter racing

inUSF2000, onerungbelowProMazda,

lastyearatBarberMotorsportsPark.

“Returning tocompetition inNorth

America is something that Ihavebeen

working towards forquite some time,”

saidSowery. “I can’t thankBrynand

BNRacingenough for theopportunity

and look tomake themproudat

RoadAmerica.”

BNRacing teammanagerBryn

Nuttall added: “I amreallyexcited

tohaveToby joinourprogramme.

“He isa talenteddriverandan

obvious threat for racewinsand

podiumresults inwhichever series

heenters. I thinkwith two testdays

thisweek,hewill be rightonpace to

challengeat the frontof the field in

ournext event.”

Nuttallwasspeakingbefore the test

atRoadAmerica lastweekend,where

Sowerymanaged togo10thquickest.

Sowerywill join fellowBritHarrison

Scott on thegrid,who is fourth in the

championshipwithRPMotorsport.

TheRenaultUKClioCupshould

return toKnockhill asaresult of

thecalendarchanges, according to

a top teamboss.

WDEMotorsportbossWayneEason

reckons theseries shouldonlyvisit

Thruxtononce in lightof recent tyre

troublesat thecircuit.Raceshad tobe

reducedsignificantly in lengthamid

concernsover tyre safety for theClio

Cuproundat thecircuit lastmonth.

“Wemetall theguys fromMichelin

atOultonParkand theyassuredus

wewon’thave thisproblemagain [at

Thruxton],” saidEason,whowas

verycritical of the issues suffered in

May. “Michelinhavebeenproactive in

talkingtousasteamsaboutthesituation

and they’reworkingon the tyres.

“Mygut instinct froma

championshippointof view isweonly

donineof the10 roundsanywayso

we’vegot theopportunity tonotgo to

oneof theThruxtonsandgoback to

Knockhill. Itwouldbegreat togoback

toKnockhill and it’s greatwe’vebeen

givensomuchnotice toworkout

whatwecando.”

Knockhill last appearedon the

ClioCupcalendar in2015with

Snettertonskipped that season.

BritishFormula4hasalready

revealed that itwillmake twovisits

toThruxtonandwill continue

following theBTCCcalendarwith

threeracesat eachof the10meetings.

Rockingham has been on

BTCC calendar since 2007

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

Milesaward
The 750MotorClubplans to continue

awarding the JohnMilesYoungDriver

accolade following the former Lotus

Formula 1 racer’s death earlier this

year.Miles’ family, togetherwith

the club, have asked thatmemorial

donations go to help support the

award. The award’swinner in 2017

wasMX-5Cup racerAli Bray.

AnniversaryAGM
The 500 Owners Association is planning the

return of some familiar faces past and present

for its November AGM to mark the club’s

50th anniversary. It was formed in the 1960s

when Formula Junior was formed that “put

the cars out of favour”, but left plenty of the old

motorbike-engined F3 cars in existence with

nowhere to race.

Roe’swin
JamesRoe Jr has been selected as the

IrishYoungRacingDriver of theMonth

for April. The 19-year-old took two top

six finishes onhismaidenweekend in

theAmericanF2000 series during the

month andhas since goneon to claim

his firstwin. Hehas alsomade two

appearances in theUSF2000 series that

is part of theMazdaRoad to Indy ladder.

PBMWcharity
Production BMW drivers taking part in the

Brands Hatch Deutsche Fest raced to help

raise public awareness of the Walking with

Giants Foundation, a charity which supports

the families of those affected by life-limiting

and very rare genetic conditions, collectively

known as Microcephalic Primordial Dwarfism.

David Brise, nephew of the late Formula 1

driver Tony Brise and chief instructor at

Goodwood, represented Walking with

Giants in the unique racing E30 cabriolet

guest car prepared by Graves Motorsport

and took a best result of 13th.

College’s car
Agroupof engineering students are

helping to run a car in theHistoric

SportsCarClub’s 70sRoadSports

Championship this year. The students,

from theHuntingdon campusof

CambridgeRegional College, are

assisting in running a LotusEuropa

in the series forHowardPayne–who

is third in the classC standings.

IN BRIEF

SoweryhasracedLambosrecently

Circuit uncertainty means Thruxton appears twice on 2019 schedule

Thruxton to feature twice in 2019

RACING NEWS

Hopkirk promoted event at MG Live

Clios visited Scotland in 2015

CALENDAR
2019 BTCC season

DATE TRACK

April 6/7  Brands Hatch Indy

April 27/28 Donington Park National

May 18/19 Thruxton

June 15/16 Croft

June 29/30 Oulton Park Island

Aug3/4 Snetterton 300

Aug17/18 Thruxton

Sept14/15 Knockhill

Sept 28/29 Silverstone National

Oct12/13 Brands Hatch Grand Prix
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Hot Hatch frontrunner Rushworth races Chevron in Guards Trophy

Former MG Metro Cup 

champion Ben Rushworth 

made his Guards Trophy debut 

at Silverstone last weekend.

Rushworth, currently third 

in Class A of the 750 Motor 

Club’s Hot Hatch Championship, 

shared a Chevron B8 with the 

car’s owner Paul Ugo in the 

Historic Sports Car Club series.

“I did a test and it is a very 

special car – it’s completely 

different,” said Rushworth, 

who works for Ugo and usually 

competes in a Honda Integra.

After qualifying fifth, the pair 

were fourth on the road but 

were promoted to second after 

two cars ahead were handed 

30-second time penalties for 

missing the pit window.

“I’ve just had the race of  my 

life,” said Rushworth. “It is such 

a privilege to drive the Chevron.”

CLIO JR ON THE BRINK AS
DRIVERS JOIN GINETTA

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Gary Hawkins, Mick Walker

The beleaguered Renault UK Clio

Cup Junior series appears on the

brink of cancellation after two of

its remaining three drivers have

moved to Ginetta Junior.

The series has been

unsuccessful from the beginning,

with its planned launch at the

start of last season postponed

until later in the year. It then

achieved a peak of nine cars

in a four-event mini-series last

autumn but this term no more

than five drivers have taken part.

Now Team Pyro racers Gus

Burton – the Clio Jr points leader

–andLorcanHanafinhaveswitched

to Ginetta Junior and will make

their debuts at Croft this weekend,

driving for the returning Douglas

Motorsport squad.

Burton’s father, Mike,

explained: “The two lads

were both in Clio Junior but

unfortunately the grid is so

depressingly small they are

lacking competition and not

getting the racecraft that the

lads want and need so that’s

why they’ve switched across.

“It’s a great shame – we chose it

for a good reason and it’s a bloody

good car. The plan was to cut their

teeth in the juniors and use the

same car in the senior Clio Cup.

“Ginetta Junior is a bit of a

challenge for them and they’re

doing a couple of tests to get up

to speed as they’re switching

from front-wheel drive to rear-

wheel drive.”

Their departure appears to be

the final nail in the coffin for the

Clio series – which was set to

host its next round at Donington

Park on July 21/22. As it stands,

Specialized Motorsport still

plans to enter its driver Nick

Reeve into the event, but will

now review the situation.

Previously, championship

manager Will Fewkes has pointed

the finger at the Motor Sports

Association for the series’

struggles, citing “numerous

changes to junior formula

requirements at short notice”.

Fewkes was unavailable for

comment asMotorsportNews

went to press, following the

funeral of his father – a former

Clio Cup technical commissioner.

Burton and Hanafin’s moves

mean Douglas will return to

Ginetta Junior after not running

any drivers so far this year. The

team has retained much of its kit

and one of the drivers will use the

car that Dan Harper raced to third

inthe2017standings,whiletheother

will have a completely new car.

Team boss Wayne Douglas

added: “It’s a bit of a cultural

shock to them going from front

to rear-wheel drive and they’ve

only had two tests in the car. They

seemed to go well and we’ll do

more testing over the summer.”

Clio Jr has a 

lack of entries

Production BMW exclusion 
after paddock altercation

Clio Jr champion graduates

Reigning Renault 

UK Clio Cup Junior 

champion Jack Young 

will graduate to the 

senior series for the 

second half  of  this year.

Young, 16, triumphed 

in the four-weekend 

Clio Junior series last 

autumn and, after 

electing not to defend 

his title, will make his 

senior Clio Cup debut 

at Snetterton next 

month with the MRM 

team. He spent the 

first half  of  the season 

studying for exams.

“It’ll be a bit of  an 

eye opener – we’re on a 

massive stage alongside 

British touring cars,” 

said Young. “But MRM 

have been delivering 

some strong results 

with Jade [Edwards] 

and Brett [Lidsey], 

plus Colin Turkington 

who leads the BTCC 

is a good pal so I’m 

sure I’ll feel at home 

pretty quickly in 

the paddock.”

 Ben Colburn, the 

younger brother of  Clio 

Cup frontrunner James, 

will also make his debut 

in the series later this 

year, at Rockingham. 

Ben, 18, will join James 

and points leader James 

Dorlin at the Westbourne 

Motorsport squad for 

the final three 2018 

events. He is a regular in 

the Michelin Clio Series 

and won the Junior 

Saloon Car title in 2015.  

Production BMW frontrunner 

William Davison has suffered a 

blow to his championship challenge 

after he was disqualified from the 

Brand Hatch race meeting, after 

one of his party was involved in a 

paddock altercation.

Davison and former champion 

Matt Swaffer, who was making a 

one-off appearance, collided with 

each other when battling for the 

lead at Clearways on the last lap 

in race one.

Swaffer took the win but was 

later disqualified for “driving 

in a manner incompatible with 

general safety”.

But upon returning to the pits 

he claimed a member of Davison’s 

party had behaved in an abusive 

manner towards him after the race.

Davison would go on to win 

the second race of the weekend, 

before later being disqualified 

from the entire meeting.

John Willcocks, championship 

co-ordinator, said: “The abuse 

complaint was investigated by the 

clerk and stewards, with the use of 

on-board cameras carried by every 

car, which confirmed one of 

Davison’s party was deemed to have 

contravened MSA regulation C.1.1.9 

[disqualified from race meeting for 

abusive language or behaviour, 

physical assault or threats of 

physical assault within the area 

under control of the organising 

club]. This resulted in the driver’s 

disqualification from the meeting.

“Project 8 R acing Club prides itself 

in maintaining close competitive 

clean racing and a friendly paddock 

atmosphere and will continue to 

investigate and report all avoidable 

contact or unwarranted behaviour 

to the nominated officials.”
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Rushworth shared the Chevron with its owner Ugo and the pair ended up second overall

Davison and Swaffer were in trouble

Hanafin, Burton 

swap to Ginettas 

Rarely seen single-seaters were on demonstration duty at the second Deutsche 
Fest at Brands Hatch on Sunday. Among them were a couple of BMW-powered cars, 
including Eddie McLurg driving an Aguri Suzuki/Derek Warwick Formula 1 
Footwork Arrows (above, left) and Kevin McLurg at the wheel of a Formula 2 
Minardi-BMW (right). Terry Sayles fielded his ex-Piercarlo Ghinzani/Jean-Pierre 
Jarier Osella FA1D and Tony Gauntlett was out in the ex-Erik Comas F3000 Lola 
from 1990. Jon Reaks’ World Series by Renault Dallara in JPS colours and Kevin 
Mason’s Formula Nippon-based F1 Renault replica completed the line-up.

Photo: Gary Hawkins



Visit www.schroth.com/racing to learn

more about our products.
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Twelve hours of track action praised by drivers and officials as Rockingham racing goes into the evening

Rockingham’s evening Pickup Truck 

races last weekend were hailed a success 

by drivers and officials, with organisers 

looking at arranging other similar events.

The 20-minute Pickups contest was the 

finale to a one-day British Automobile 

Racing Club meeting at Rockingham, that 

featured over 12 hours of  track action. 

A tea break was held around 1730hrs 

and after that the Junior Saloon Car 

Championship, Classic Touring Car 

Racing Club and Pickups all had 

evening races with the meeting 

concluding at 2130hrs.

Another BARCmeetingfeaturing

Pickups on August4willalsoinclude

evening races andif thatisalso

successful thentheclubwillconsider

more similar eventsinthefuture.

While the formatwaswell-received,

there was disappointmentatthelack

of a crowd.

“It was great butIcan’tunderstandwhy

people don’t come,”saidveteranPickup

racer and formerThundersaloons

champion PeteStevens.“Wegetacrowdat

Buxton for shortovalsinDecember,but

here we have allthefacilitiesandgood

racingtoo,buthardlyanybodyhere.”

Long-timePickupracerMarkWillis

added:“Itwasabrilliantnight,getting

backtothegoodolddays.Agreat

atmosphereandthiseveningformatreally

works.If peoplecanjustsupportus,the

wholePickupthingcouldbegreatagain.”

ItwasthefirsttimethePickupshad

runontheRockinghamovalthisyear

andPickupsupremoSonnyHoward

alreadyhasplansforthefuture.

“WearehavingastandaloneOval

Championshipagainwithfiveraces

helpingtoformthegridfortheGrand

FinalonSeptember23,”hesaid.“We

wouldliketorunracesatnightwith

thewholetrackfloodlitandcreatea

realatmosphere.”

BARC’sIanWatsonechoedHoward’s

viewsonthesuccess.“Itgaveusataste

of whatPickupsusedtobelikeand

couldbeagain,”hesaid.

OvalrookieGeorgeTuricckiand

defendingchampionScottBourne

werebothracewinners,andsoBourne

wasgiventheprivilegeof performing

donutsinfrontof themainstandto

bringtheeveningtoaclose.

FF1600 DRIVER SUFFERS
SERIOUS INJURIES
Kluge undergoes emergency surgery following nasty Oulton Park crash

Photos:RachelBourne,OllieRead

By Elliot Wood

Northern Formula Ford 1600 
Pre-’90 competitor Andrew Kluge 
was airlifted to hospital after 
suffering serious injuries in an 
incident in the first of two races at 
Oulton Park on Saturday.

The Manchester driver’s Van Diemen 

tangled with the Swift of  Seamus Wild at 

Deer Leap, resulting in him spinning off  

the circuit and into Andrew Thomas’s 

abandoned Mygale, which remained 

trackside following an earlier incident. 

Wild was later disqualified for his part 

in the accident.

Kluge’s car collided with the gearbox 

of  the stationary car side-on. The impact 

pierced the fuel tank and seat.

Rapid response was provided by 

marshals, before he was treated at the 

circuit medical centre and then taken by 

the North West Air Ambulance to Royal 

Stoke University Hospital. An MRI scan 

revealed a torn aorta artery that required 

emergency surgery, with injuries to 

several other organs and a broken hip.

Kluge, who is expected to rem ain in 

hospital for at least a week, was said 

to be in “great spirits” when visited 

by former FF1600 frontrunner Chris 

Hodgen, a close friend of  Kluge who 

helps to run his car.

“I thought the medics [at Oulton] were 

fantastic, and at Stoke they potentially 

saved a life,” said Hodgen.

“The oval is so different”: Four drivers make Pickups Oval debut at Rockingham

 Four drivers made their oval Pickup Truck 

racing debuts at Rockingham last Saturday.

After 15 years of  short oval racing 

George Turiccki had decided to make 

the move to Pickups.  “I had been doing 

F2 on the short ovals but that’s going 

nowhere now, so I decided to try 

Pickups,”hesaid.

HehadracedonRockinghamroadcircuit

afewweeksback,butdidn’texpectawin

onhisdebutovalrace.Havinggotashigh

assecondinracetwoanotherwinbegan

to look possible, but overheating tyres 

dropped him to fifth. To add to his week of  

success, he gets married on Friday too.

Dale Atkins had 34 years of  motorsport 

experience before also making the move. 

“I did the road race at Croft as my debut,” 

he said after taking eighth in race one and 

retiringfromthesecond.“AfterMinistox,

Ididbangers,almosteverysortof short

ovalracingandsomerallycrossin

the1990stoo.”

HavingseenScottBourne’struckat

Autosport International, Dan Petters 

decided to move from two-litre Saloon 

Stock Cars on the ovals. He raced a 

Pickup three times in circuits, before 

turning to the ovals, where he finished 

seventh in both races.

Unlike the other three rookies, Dale Gent 

hadbeenracinghisSubaruImprezasince

2010,mainlyinClassicThunder.“I’vedone

thecircuitraceswiththePickupsthis

year,buttheovalissodifferent,”he

saidafterretiringfrombothraces.

JSCC podium
double for Ward
Karter Thomas Ward

made his car racing

debut at Rockingham

last weekend,

qualifying on pole for

his maiden race in the

Junior Saloon Car

Championship.

He had tested twice at

Blyton Park and once at

Brands Hatch prior to

last weekend and put

his Citroen Saxo on

pole for his debut race.

Despite two poor

starts, his third place

in the first race was

improved to second in

race two. “There were

a few scary moments

and I was particularly

nervous in the first

race,” he said. “But

I must learn how to

do a standing start.

“My plan is to

learn the circuits

this season, go for the

championship next year

and then move into

Formula Ford 1600.”

Ward is also backed

by 2013 Formula

Renault BARC

champion Chris

Middlehurst and 

his father, historic 

racer Andy.

 Pre-weekend JSCC 

championship leader 

Frankie Taylor was a 

reluctant spectator at 

Rockingham after 

breaking his wrist. 

“The plaster comes 

off this week, so I 

shouldn’t miss any 

other rounds,” he said. 

Moment of impact: Kluge (40) and Wild (93) touch Kluge is sent spinning into Thomas’s stranded car Damage caused to Kluge’s Van Diemen
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Ward was making debut

RACING NEWS

Turiccki took a 

win on Oval

The sun set but the racing carried on



Ostberg will remain

with Citroen team

Ostberg (left) will take over the Citroen previously driven by Kris Meeke (r)

HOW TONY POND TURNED THE TRIUMPH TR7 INTO A WINNER PAGE 23

RALLY NEWS

ByDavidEvans

Mads Ostberg has been 
confirmed as Craig Breen’s 
team-mate at Citroen for the 
rest of the season.

The Norwegian returns to Citroen 

as a full-time team member for the 

first time since 2015, replacing 

Kris Meeke, who was dropped 

by the French team last month. 

Ostberg will compete on five of  

the remaining six World Rally 

Championship rounds – Sebastien 

Loeb will drive the C3 WRC in Spain. 

Ostberg has already driven for 

Citroen three times this season, 

posting sixth in Sweden and 

Portugal and a fifth last time out 

in Sardinia.

“This is fantastic news for me,” 

Ostberg told MN. “I am so happy 

to have the rest of  the season sorted. 

I am talking to the team and 

negotiating for Spain, this is a nice 

rally and somewhere that I have gone 

well before – I would like to be there. 

But the main thing is that I have a 

deal for the other rallies. 

“We all know about the situation 

[that made the seat available], but 

no matter what the circumstances, 

I’m just glad that I got the seat. I think 

I delivered on the rallies that I have 

already done and now I’m looking 

forward to getting more used to the 

car in the next events. It will still 

take me some time, I was comfortable 

in the C3 in Sweden, but then I 

struggled a bit on the gravel. There 

is so much to adjust on a modern 

World Rally Car and the pace is so 

fast – but like I said, now I have 

some time to work with the team.”

The one-time world rally winner 

will begin his preparations for Rally 

Germany when he and the team 

test close to Saarbrucken this week. 

His first gravel test as a full factory 

driver begins shortly after Rally 

Estonia in the middle of  next month. 

Ostberg’s team-mate Breen will 

compete in Estonia.

“Finland is a different kind of  

rally,” said Ostberg. “You go to this 

event with a go-kart for gravel. You 

need confidence in the car here, 

but I have shown in the past that 

I can go well on this event – and Craig 

and Citroen have both had great 

results there as well.”

Ostberg admitted he is looking 

forward to working with his Irish 

team-mate, adding: “I didn’t know 

Craig from before, but since I have 

met him this year, he’s really easy 

and open to work with. He’s a very 

nice guy and there aren’t always 

so many of them in this world.”

Citroen’s decision to sign Ostberg 

will come as a blow to Swede 

Pontus Tidemand, who had been 

given the green light to chase 

the C3 WRC seat by his current 

employer Skoda.

Instead of  stepping up to the 

main WRC, the current WRC2 

champion will spend the rest 

of  the season battling for 

back-to-back division two titles 

with his team-mate Jan Kopecky. 

Photos:mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Norwegian takes over Meeke’s seat in C3 WRC for remaining rounds

OSTBERG SECURES CITROEN 
DRIVE FOR REST OF 2018
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Dumas has yet to 

go at full speed

Volkswagen’sRomainDumas

will chase Pikes Peak victory 

this weekend  without having 

completed a representative run 

up the Colorado mountain in the 

German firm’s I.D. R.

Cloudy weather compromised 

the Frenchman’s only bottom-

to-top run at the 12.42-mile 

course recently, but Volkswagen 

Motorsport director Sven 

Smeets remains confident the 

all-important electric vehicle 

record remains in sight for 

VW’s maiden electric racer.

Sunday’s race to the clouds 

marks Volkswagen’s first 

factory motorsport project since 

departing the World Rally 

Championship at the end of  2016 

– with the team behind Dumas 

made up of  the same personnel 

who dominated the WRC for four 

years with the Polo R WRC.  

Preparations for Volkswagen’s 

first Pikes Peak effort since 1987, 

when Jutta Kleinschmidt came 

within a handful of  corners of  

winning in a twin-engined Golf, 

have gone to plan, but Smeets 

admits the American event is 

nothing like preparing for a 

WRC round.

“There are so many rules to 

keep in mind when testing for 

this event,” he told MN, “it’s 

so different to testing for the 

WRC or when you rent the 

Nurburgring and go off  testing.

“AtPikesPeakyoutestinthe

morningfromwhenthesun

comesupuntil0900hrs,soyou

have around three hours. You 

have to be very flexible, at 

0400hrs, one of  the national 

guard opens the gates and you 

need to be ready to go straight 

away. Even for the testing, 

making sure we have the car 

charged and getting in as many 

runs as we can, being very 

quickly ready to test when the 

gates open – all of  this has been 

such a steep learning curve.

“Normally in these three-hour 

windows in the morning, we 

have to do the tests in sections: 

one day the bottom of the course, 

then the middle and then the top, 

really only once did Romain do it 

[the whole course] and that was 

in test speed. Has he done the 

whole course yet in full race 

speed? I would say no.”

And he won’t do that until 

Sunday morning, when he starts 

his one-off  shot at 156 corners 

carrying the 680bhp I.D. R from 

the start at 4,720 feet to the finish 

at the 14,110-foot summit.

Dumas’ main competition this 

year comes from petrol-engined 

prototype cars, similar to the 

ones he has used to win the event 

three times previously. Smeets 

is confident the I.D. R is in with a 

chance of  overall victory this 

weekend, but the focus is the 

8m57.118s EV record established 

by Kiwi Rhys Millen in 2016. 

TheI.D.Risfittedwithtwo

motors–onepoweringeachaxle

–andtheabilitytoharvest20per

cent more power from energy 

recovery under braking. 

With close to 700bhp and 

windtunnel-sculpted wings 

generating massive amounts 

of  downforce, the time for the 

perfect simulated run will 

break Millen’s record. But 

by how much?

“I won’t tell you,” smiled 

Smeets. “But I might tell you 

on Sunday…”

The big question is whether 

there’s enough grunt in the thing 

to beat Sebastien Loeb’s outright 

hill record from 2013.

Five years ago the nine-time 

World Rally champion used a 

Peugeot 208 T16 Pikes Peak 

powered by a sportscar-bred 

3.2-litre, twin turbo motor 

generating 875bhp (1,016bhp 

per ton) with bits and pieces – 

including a two-metre rear wing 

– borrowed from Peugeot’s 908 

HDI Le Mans-winning 

endurance racer. In a four-wheel 

drive 208 capable of  rocketing 

from 0-60 in 1.8s, Loeb was up 

the hill in 8m13.878s. 

Off  the line and in terms of  

outright power, Loeb’s car had 

the edge; the I.D. R gets to 60mph 

0.45s slower and weighs 225kg 

more. But the difference comes 

in the driving. 

Because of  the altitude, not 

only is the air 35 per cent thinner 

atthesummit – which means 

there’s35per cent less push 

downontheaerodynamics–it

also means as much as a 30 per 

cent drop in power output from 

an internal combustion engine. 

“I don’t need to worry about 

losing any power at altitude,” 

said Dumas. “The I.D. R Pikes 

Peak is the best car I’ve ever 

driven up this mountain. The 

acceleration and cornering 

speed are really impressive 

and, on top of  that, the car is 

very convenient; thanks to 

the electric drive, I don’t need 

to change gear and can focus 

on the line instead.”

So, with all that in mind, 

Loeb’s record must be in sight? 

“To beat Loeb’s time is a 

different world,” said Smeets. 

“We have never looked to this. 

For us, if  we would have started 

September 2016 [instead of  

September 2017], this would 

have been a different call today, 

but with the shortage in time 

and the less kilometres we 

have in testing for this car, we 

always put the electric record 

as our target and we have done 

our simulation in this way.”

Qualifying for Pikes Peak starts 

today (Wednesday) with the start 

order decided on Friday ahead of  

an 0800hrs (1500hrs in the UK) 

start on Sunday. Following its 

US adventure, Volkswagen 

plans Dumas to run the I.D. R 

Pikes Peak up Goodwood’s 

slightly more gradual Festival 

of  Speed hillclimb next month. 

Latvala finally back on the podium

Michelin to develop a tyre for Finland and Rally GB

Jari-Matti Latvala eased 

some of his World Rally 

Championship misery 

with a 13-minute class 

win at last weekend’s 

Pohjanmaa Rally 

in Finland.

Driving his own Toyota 

Celica GT-4, Latvala 

dominated his class 

throughout the eight-

stage, 60-mile event. The 

Finn hasn’t seen the WRC 

podium since the season-

opening Monte Carlo Rally 

and was prevented from 

fighting for a second top-

three of  the season when 

he suffered an electrical 

failure on his last Yaris 

WRC outing in Sardinia 

earlier this month. 

Co-driven by Toyota 

Gazoo Racing test driver 

Juho Hanninen – who is 

an accomplished reader 

of  pacenotes – Latvala 

admitted he’d enjoyed his 

time at the wheel of  the 

ST165 machine. 

Prior to the Finnish 

Championship round, 

Latvala completed his 

two-day pre-event test 

for next month’s Rally 

Finland. 

The Pohjanmaa Rally, 

based north of  the Rally 

Finland roads, ran under a 

cloud after a spectator was 

killed when a competitor 

crashed early in the event.

Michelin will reveal a new 

tyre designed specifically 

with next month’s Rally 

Finland and Britain’s 

round of the World Rally 

Championship in mind.

The French tyre firm 

has evolved its range of  

gravel tyres with a new 

soft-compound cover – the 

softest tyre it has produced 

since its return to the 

series in 2011. 

A source at Michelin told 

MN: “We didn’t confirm 

this yet, but the new tyre 

will work in the cooler 

wetter conditions for the 

rest of  the season. We saw 

last year the difference a 

tyre like this can make 

when [Elfyn] Evans 

was able to take advantage 

of  his softer DMACK. 

“Basically for us the 

current soft tyre becomes a 

medium compound and the 

hard remains the hard.” 

Evans’ Rally GB victory 

in Wales last October was 

the first and only time 

Michelin has been beaten 

in seven seasons. Latvala enjoyed his outing in his classic Celica

VW: PIKES PEAK RECORD IS A TARGET

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS
“Pikes Peak 
challenge is 
like no other”

Y
ou might have noticed quite 
a lot of these two pages is 
dedicated to a man driving 
a car up a hill. A car without 
an engine. Why the 
fascination? What’s so 

interesting about going uphill quickly? 
I’ll be honest. I don’t know. I’ve been to Shelsley 

Walsh a few times and always enjoyed good 
sport and the single track at the side of the A83 in 
Argyll and Bute known as Rest and Be Thankful is 
one of my favourite places in the world. And, of 
course, as I do every year, I’ll stand at the side 
of Lord March’s drive and admire what passes 
before me next month. But going all the way to 
Colorado to watch cars go uphill? Isn’t that 
taking things, quite literally, a bit far?

No. Not a chance. It’s Pikes Peak. Those two 
words have held me utterly captivated for the 
last 30 years. I’ve always been a fan. I love the 
mountains and, as the Eighties progressed 
towards the Nineties, Denver and Dakar were 
the only places you could get your fix of proper, 
blown Group B action. Metro 6R4s were still all 
over the national championship, but for full-fat 
quattro or T16 action, you had to look beyond 
Wales and Yorkshire.

Rally cars were given their own class at Pikes 
Peak in 1981 and, as you might expect, it was an 
American – John Buffum – who dominated early 
doors. But then Europe woke up and joined the 
race to the skies. Martin Schanche took his 
four-wheel-drive Mk3 Ford Escort out there, but 
was beaten by Michele Mouton’s Audi. And so 
it began. Walter Rohrl was the first man or 
woman under 11 minutes when he took 
the Pikes Peak version of a quattro E2 to 
the event in 1987.  

This mass outbreak of rally fever arrived even 
before the words ‘dance’ and ‘climb’ were put 
together; the 1988 film of Ari Vatanen’s record-
breaking run up the hill in Peugeot’s 405 T16 
remains one of the most spellbinding pieces 
of footage in motorsport history.  

Into the 1990s and the steady stream of WRC 
stars dried up for a while, until the World Rally 
Championship’s master of masters decided 
he fancied a shot up to Devil’s Playground. But 
Sebastien Loeb wouldn’t just be driving an 
unrestricted C4 or DS 3. No. Peugeot Sport 
whipped a near-900 horsepower twin-turbo 3.2-
litre out the back of a Le Mans racer, bolted 908 
HDI aero to a spaceframe chassis and delivered 
Loeb’s dream: one bhp for every one kilo. 

In return, Loeb delivered the drive of his life. 
When he rocketed across the start line in June, 
2013 he had his sights set on a record standing 
at 9m46.164s. He didn’t just beat it, he 
obliterated it, lowering it to 8m13.878s. Loeb 
enjoyed his time in the 208 T16 Pikes Peak so 
much, he bought the car off Peugeot so he can 
fire it up and drive it when he wants.

Granted, the gravel’s gone now – the course 
has been all-asphalt since 2012 – but the 
challenge remains. Laying Tarmac hasn’t 
lowered the 14,110ft finish or the drops which 
lead to that line.  
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Thierry Neuville’s Hyundai i20 R5 will run a distinctive red nose 
livery at this week’s Ypres Rally. The local hero – and World Rally 
Championship leader – starts Belgium’s biggest rally hoping 
for better fortune than 12 months ago, when he led before rolling 
on the first evening stage. 
 



✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Rally damage On Event

Accident damage On Track

Storage and Transit

Comprehensive motorsport insurance products to keep you on track;

Liability   

Personal Accident

Track day

Log on to www.ryanmi.com to obtain your online quote

Email – info@ryanmi.com Tel – +44 (0)1799 524202
Ryan Motorsport Insurance Limited is an appointed representative (557405) of Independent Broking Solutions Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Its Financial Services Register number is 312026

RALLY NEWS

CRONIN CONFIDENT OF
YPRES BRC DEFENCE

ByJackBenyon

Four-timeBritishRally
championKeithCronin is
confident thathecankick-
starthisbid to takea
record-equalling fifthBRC
titleat thisweekend’s
YpresRally,aneventhe
dominated lastyear.

TheBelgianeventwasthestart

of Cronin’sruntothe2017title,

withhimwinningeveryeventhe

finishedafterwardstomoveone

stepclosertoJimmyMcRae’s

recordof fiveBRCtitles.

Sincewinninglastyear’sevent

inaDMACK-shodM-Sport-run

FordFiestaR5withco-driver

MikieGalvin,Croninhas

switchedtoaHyundaii20R5on

Michelintyres.Heistargetinga

fifthtitleinfivedifferentcars.

TheCorkdrivertookthird

behindMattEdwardsandRhys

YatesontheBRCCarlislegravel

opener,butareturntohis

favouriteTarmacsurfacecomes

withthepreparationof aCircuit

of Munsterwinathomein

Irelandearlierthismonth.

Whenaskedif thiseventcould

provideasimilarspringboardto

lastyear,Croninsaid:“Ithinkso,

hopefullyitwillbethesamethis

year.I’llknowmoreafterthetest

[onTuesdaybeforetheevent].

“Ithinkitshouldbegood.We

haveagoodsetof notesfromlast

year,thetargetof courseisthe

BritishChampionship,Idon’t

wanttobelookingtoomuchat

theoverallbattle.Youcould

easilygetcaughtupwiththat.

“It’salongrally,soit’sa

mixture[of judgingthepace].

Youcan’tbehangingaroundbut

youhavetobeonitfromthestart

againstthecompetition.

“Thecarfeelsdifferent[tothe

Fiesta].OnTarmactheFiesta

rolledabitandtheHyundai

doesn’thavethat.Itshould

helponTarmac.”

YateswontherecentRallyvan

Wervik,whichCroninscored

seventhonlastyear.Yateswill

likelycontendforvictory

alongsidelastyear’sBRC

runner-upEdwards.

MartyMcCormackcrashed

earlylastyearbuthasmore

experienceof theeventthanthe

otherBRCrunnersandwillalso

likelymakeabidforvictory.

Intheoverallevent,Thierry

Neuvillestartsasfavourite (see

below),whilelastyear’swinner

KevinAbbringswitchestoa

CitroenC3WRC.BryanBouffier

hasfinishedsecondintwoof the

lastthreeyears,whilethehome

hopeswillbeheldupbythe

SkodaFabiaR5sof KrisPrincen

andVincentVerschueren.

YPRES PREVIEW

Cronin’s win last year 

started title charge
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Irishman buoyed by new car and tyre switch  ready for Belgium

YPRES LEADING ENTRIES MN’S PREDICTIONS
YpresRally,June23/24,BritishRallyChampionship,BelgianRally
Championship,TourEuropeanRallySeries,Ypres,Belgium

NO. DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR

1 BryanBouffier/GilbertDini SkodaFabiaR5

2 KevinAbbring/PeterTsjoen CitroenC3R5

3 KeithCronin/MikieGalvin Hyundai i20R5

4 OleChristianVeiby/StigRuneSkjaermoen SkodaFabiaR5

5 ThierryNeuville/NicolasGilsoul Hyundai i20R5

6 KrisPrincen/BramEelbode SkodaFabiaR5

7 MattEdwards/DarrenGarrod FordFiestaR5

8 HermenKobus/ErikdeWild SkodaFabiaR5

9 MartyMcCormack/DavidMoynihan SkodaFabiaR5

10 KevinDemaerschalk/LaraVanneste CitroenC3R5

11 RhysYates/ElliottEdmondson SkodaFabiaR5

12 DavidBogie/KevinRae SkodaFabiaR5

16 SamMoffett/KarlAtkinson FordFiestaR5

17 SebastienBedoret/ThomasWalbrecq SkodaFabiaR5

18 DavyVanneste/EddySnaet SkodaFabiaR5

46 VincentVerschueren/VeroniqueHostens SkodaFabiaR5

Overall winner: 

Thierry Neuville

The Rally Italy 

winner is flying high 

and is a cut above 

this field, the only 

thing stopping him is a 

mechanical issue or a lapse in 

concentration. And that did 

happen last year. If Neuville 

slips, Monte Carlo and Corsica 

winner Bryan Bouffier will be 

there to pick up the pieces. He’s 

finished second in two of the 

last three events. Kevin Abbring 

is a dark horse, but a switch to 

the new Citroen C3 R5 is a step 

into the unknown.

British Rally 

Championship 

winner: Keith 

Cronin

Sorry to be a 

copout, but back on

favourable Michelin tyres 

compared to last year’s 

DMACKs, Cronin has to be the 

favourite. No doubt he’ll be 

pushed hard by Rhys Yates – 

who won the Wervik warm-up 

event – and Matt Edwards, who 

has switched from Hankook to 

Pirelli this year. Marty 

McCormack could threaten on 

an event he loves, but had a big 

crash last year. Dark horse.  

Prestone Motorsport 

News Junior BRC 

winner: William 

Creighton

The experience of last 

year should give the 

Northern Irishman the edge on 

his favoured asphalt surface. 

Round one dominator Steve 

Rokland will be rapid again

despite a surface switch fro

the Pirelli, but his lack of 

knowledge of the event sho

work in Creighton’s favour.

dark horse is James Williams,

the podium last year and no

with the best car on asphal

Vauxhall Adam R2.

BRC Cadet class: 

Fred Field 

It’s Field’s first trip to 

Ypres, but he’s 

shown good pace 

this year and his 

German championship 

experience will serve him well. 

None of this year’s Cadets 

competed on the event last

Historic rally: 

Tom Van Rompuy 

Van Rompuy was second last 

year, and with the Subaru 

Legacy – so much quicker 

than anything else on last 

year’s entry – of 2017 winner 

Paul Lietaer missing, he could 

take up the mantle. Steve 

P rez is the best British hope, 

his Lancia 

s son Seb 

e 911 with a 

e.

SteveRoklandishopingthata

commitment to watching onboard 

footage from previous Ypres Rallies 

will allow him to challenge for a 

second Prestone Motorsport News 

Junior British Rally Championship 

win of  the season.

Rokland dominated the Pirelli 

Rally along with co-driver Tom 

Woodburn, but neither of  the crew 

havedonetheeventbefore,while

the majority of  their rivals did the 

rally last year.

“The event is very different so I’ve 

watched a lot of  in-car from 

previous stages and tried to learn 

them as much as I can,” said 

Rokland. “It’s going to be an 

awesome event, it’s a very special 

rally. I’m feeling confident, I don’t 

knowhowI’lldocomparedtothe

others, but I’ll do my best and I’m 

hoping to fight for a win.” 

Rokland is not concerned by the 

presence of  Opel and Vauxhall 

Adams – which are deemed to be the 

fastest R2 cars on asphalt at the 

moment and won last year’s Ypres 

class – and is hoping to come out on 

top in his Peugeot 208 R2.

“ThePeugeotisquickaswell, the

difference is not that big,” he added. 

For JBRC honours, Rokland faces 

last year’s JBRC title runner-up 

William Creighton and James 

Williams, who swaps to an Adam – 

the only Vauxhall in the JBRC field. 

In the R2 class, Gregoire Munster 

is in an Adam and is the current 

Belgian series leader for the class.

NOTABLE R2 ENTRIES

NO DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR

47 Steve Rokland/Tom Woodburn Peugeot 208 R2

48 James Williams/Ross Whittock Vauxhall Adam R2

50 Gregoire Munster/Johan Jalet Opel Adam R2

51 William Creighton/Liam Regan Peugeot 208 R2

52 Marty Gallagher/Rachel McConnell Peugeot 208 R2

69 James Wilson/Gavin Doherty Peugeot 208 R2

91 Jordan Reynolds/Peredur Wyn Davies Ford Fiesta R2

93 Finlay Retson/Tom Hynd Ford Fiesta R2

98 Bart Lang/Sinclair Young Ford Fiesta R2

99 Fred Field/Josh Davison Opel Adam Cup

British championship star Rokland pinning his Ypres hopes on learning stages by video

Van Rompuy will 
drive a BMW 
similar to this
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Rallying returns to the 

Neath Valley for the first 

time since 2014 this 

weekend, and competitors 

on the Red Kite Stages will 

be treated to stages in 

“first class” condition.

The event features 

around 45 miles, and is the 

next round of the Welsh 

Rally Championship and 

British Historic Rally 

Championship. 

Parts of the infamous 

Resolven, Rheola and 

Margham Park stages – all 

used on Wales Rally GB 

when it was based in 

Cardiff until 2011 – make 

up the itinerary. Most of 

the roads were last used on 

the Neath Valley Stages 

four years ago. 

“It’s good to see rallying 

back in the Neath Valley,” 

said rally organiser John 

Morgan. “The risk that you 

take is that if there’s no 

rallying done there you 

may lose the stages for 

rallying in the future.

“The Forestry 

Commission in Resolven 

have been very 

accommodating: they want 

to see us back, it’s the first 

time we’ve used the start 

venue and service park, 

and we’re hopeful of 

returning if everything 

goes well there.”

The Red Kite starts and 

finishes at the Rheola 

Mart, with servicing at the 

old TRW automotive works 

in Resolven. 

The first two-wheel-drive 

car starts at 0830hrs, while 

the first four-wheel-drive 

starts at 1245hrs. There 

are 18 4WDs, although 

more can still enter.

Wales Rally GB Neath stages used again with Red Kite’s move to South Wales

The last time Resolven was used, Sebastien Loeb won in 2010

Cronin took seventh 

last year in a Fiesta
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Hyundai’s Neuville is favourite for overall Ypres win, but last year didn’t go to planTsjoen (left) and Abbring won in a Peugeot last year, and now switch to a Citroen C3

The Ypres Rally will feature a

brand new stage for the first time

in decades in 2018, after a crossing

road was found and adapted into

the route.

The stage, Vleteren, will run on

Saturday for the British and

Belgian Rally championships and

the Tour European Rally Series.

“We have a completely new stage

on Saturday, which no one has ever

driven,” said Ypres sporting advisor

and chairman of the organising

committee, Alain Penasse.

“We cross a big road, and nobody

has ever thought to use this before

to cross over. It makes a nice,

technical stage.

“I was surprised when the route

manager came back with the road

[idea] and I said ‘this is a nice road,

how has this not been found

before?’ It’s a small lane between

two roads and you can cross two or

three times.”

Penasse, who is also Hyundai team

manager in the World Rally

Championship, added another

stage, called Dranouter, will also

return to the route.

“On the Friday we had one stage

we can use again,” he added. “Last

year we couldn’t do it because there

was road works.

“It’s close to the shakedown and

part of it is in the shakedown.” Penasse surprised at new test

First new stage in Ypres Rally for years as Penasse and event team locate roads for additional test
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Superb 
results 
from Jondel 
customers 
again

The BRM-engined Hillman 
Avenger piloted by Ieuan 
Rowlands and Emyr Hall 
is continuing to show its 
amazing speed up against 
the Escorts in the British 
Historic Rally Championship 
with fastest stage times and 
a blistering pace.

Baz Jordan is also showing 
that the car to have in its 
class is a 2-litre push-rod 
engined Avenger!

Knuston Hill Farm,
Station Road,
Irchester,
Northants. 
NN29 7EP.

01933 411993
jondelrace@aol.com

Ieuan Rowlands

Rudi Lancaster

Nick Elliot
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RETRO:YPRES RALLY

THEFIRSTBRITSTOWINYPRES

togetyourheadaroundtoday.”

Theeventitself boastedsimilar

roadstotoday,butafewgimmicks

madetherallydifferent.Therewere

‘selectivestages’,whichranmorelike

roadrallytestswithpassagecontrols

alongtherouteonopenroads,andan

averagespeedtomatch.

Therewerealsosecretstages.

Driversweren’tgiveninformation

forthoseuntiltheyleftservicebefore

thatstage,andthereforehadn’t

reccedaccuratelypreviously.

Of theselectives,Gallagheradds:

“Thecontrolswereallontherightfor

theco-driverasmostof thecarswere

left-handdrive.Obviouslythatposed

aproblemforus[theTR7wasright-

handdrivesoGallagherwouldbe

satintheleft-handseat,theopposite

sidetothecontrol].

“TonyandIhadasystembetween

usthatIhandedhimthetimecarda

certainwayupsothathejustputit

upontheroof [tobestamped].

“Afteraboutthreeorfourpassage

controls, Davenportwasthereand

hegotthemarshaltomovetothe

othersideof theroad.Butwewent

throughourusualroutine,Tony

putthecardthrough.Itwasvery

wellintentionedbyJohn,but

completelycounter-productive!”

Despitethevariousploysbythe

organiserstothrowthedrivers

off theirgame,Pondwastruly

unstoppableandwonbyawhopping

3m17s.Mentally, itwaswononthe

firstdaywitha41slead,andhedidn’t

driveflatoutforthewholeevent.

Therewastimeinreserve.The

MotoringNewsreportof thetime

said:“Hedominatedtheeventin

suchaconvincingwaythatnoother

carstoodachance.”

DespiteaworksFordEscortRS

1800Mk2forGilbertStaepelaere,

andafactoryLanciaStratosfor

risingItalianaceTonyCarello,

Pondwasunchallenged.

Staepelaereespeciallywas

expectedtorunawaywiththeevent

becauseof hissubstantialknowledge

of thestages,buthadnoanswerfor

theTR7inPond’shands.

“WhenIwentoverlastyear, itwas

Staepelaere’ssonGertwholooked

afterme,”Gallaghersays.“He

toldmethathisfatherdidn’teven

considerforaminutethatwecould

beatthem[in1978].He[Gilbert]

wasgobsmackedwiththespeedof

theTriumph.Ithinkhethought

Carellomightbeathreat,buthe

couldbeathim.”

Thelatterwouldgoontotakethe

EuropeanChampionshipthatyear,

buthisinexperienceof theevent–

whichissospecialistwiththecutting

of ditchesandthetrickysurface–

wasnevergoingtohelp.Apuncture

beliedhisdeficittosecondandfirst,

butstill,Pond’s22stagewinsout

of apossible44provedcrushing.

StaepelaereandCarellocouldonly

winseveneach.

Theeventhelpedtoboost

Gallagher’sreputationtoo,andhe

hunguphishelmetin1999having

co-drivenforfourworldchampions,

aswellaswinningahostof major

internationalevents, including

threeSafarirallies.Buthestill

ratestheworld-titlelessPond

amongthebesthe’ssatwith.

“Tonycouldhavebeenaworld

champion,”hedeclareswithout

ahintof emotionordoubt.“Iwould

sayhewasalmostof aColinMcRae

levelinhissheerspeed.”

TheYpreswinwasfollowedwitha

Manxvictoryin1978,anotherevent

thatPond’sknownskillatrecceing

provedbeneficialat.Eventually

BritishLeylandgotitsTR8together

midwaythrough1980,butattheend

of thatyearBLcriednomore,andit–

alongwithDavenport–setabout

layingtheblueprintsforthe6R4.

ButtheTR7couldhavebeenmore

of asuccesshaditbelongedtoa

lessturbulentmarqueand,while

itslackof suspensiontravelwas

alwaysgoingtohurtongravel

events, its290bhpwasclassleading

atthetime.

Inoneof Europe’stoughest

events, in1978,thestarsaligned

andpotentialwasrealised.

Pond,GallagherandtheTR7.

Exactly 30 years on, MN investigates the day Triumph was dominant in Belgium. By Jack Benyon

JohnHaugland: rally-trainingguru
and front-wheel-driveexpert
JuhaKankkunen:Four-timeWorld
Rallychampion (1986,’87,’91,’93)
SimoLampinen:RAC(’68) and1000
Lakeswinner (’63-64,’72)
BrianNelson:Donegalwinner (’76, ’79)
TonyPond:RACpodiumfinisher (’85)
PetterSolberg:WRCchampion (’03)
HenriToivonen:RAC(’80,’85)
andMonteCarlowinner (’86)
AriVatanen:WRCchampion (’81)
BjornWaldegaard:WRC
champion (’78)

GALLAGHER’S STAR DRIVERS

Safari 1986 win with Waldegaard

I
n1978, theFordEscort
Mk2was justbeginning
itsdominantphase,
winningworldevents
andgearingup for
futurewidespread
successbothnationally

and internationally.Butfor
fansof variety,thestoryon
asphaltwasalotdifferent.
AndonemoustachioedBritish
herowasabouttoupsettheorder
evenfurther.
TheTriumphTR7,completewith

anunlikelyV8enginesqueezedinto

theshallowandsleekoutlinethat

resembledacheesewedgebetter

thanarallycar,wasanodd-looking

butpotentcombination.Especially

inthehandsof TonyPondandace

co-driverFredGallagher.

Theirwinonthe1978YpresRally

30yearsagowasasignalof intent

totheworksFordandLanciacars

of thetime,aswellastheoften

successfulPorsches,thatanew

chargewasontheblock.

TheTR7begancompetingin1976,

butlackedpowerfromitsfour-

cylinderengine,whichprecededthe

V8.BritishLeylandwasalready

developingaroad-goingV8-version

of theTRseries,butemissionlaws

alliedtothefuelcrisiswereslowing

thecar’sprogresstowardsthe

Americanmarketitwasdesignedfor.

Instead,theteam,withnewly

acquired,legendaryteammanager

JohnDavenport,setaboutcreating

itsownV8-poweredcarfor

competitionpurposes.

Despitebigtorqueandpower

numbers, itwasmetwithopposition

atfirstfromthedrivers.

“Backin’77whenwefirsttriedit,

weputavirtuallystandardV8ina

rallycar,”saysDavenport.“Wehada

shortforestteststagewhichwewere

usingtoprepareforthatyear’sRAC.

“Thedriversdidn’tliketheV8atall.

Theythoughtitwasterribletodrive.

“Itwasn’tuntilwepointedoutto

themthattheyweregoingthreeor

foursecondsquickerontheloopthan

withthefourcylinderthatthey

begantoshowabitof interestinit!”

Thecarhadagoodstartto’78

winningtheGraniteCityRally

withPondandtheV8,butanearlier

internationalrallydebutonthe

Circuitof Irelandwasfoiledbecause

of homologationissues.

ThatmeanttheV8–whichalong

withthesuspensionwasbeing

fettledbyengineeringguruDavid

Wood–wasgettingaproper,full-on

internationaldebutinYpres,

thecoefficientthreeEuropean

RallyChampionshipevent.

Itdoesn’tgetmuchtougher.

Theeventisstilloneof thehighest-

profileralliesoutsideof theWorld

RallyChampionshipnow,butin1978

itwasaphenomenonof evengreater

proportions.Thousandsof

spectatorswouldlinetheroads,

evenforthereconnaissanceof the

stages.Thepre-eventalonelasted

for10days,andmanufacturer-

backedcarswouldfightforthe

Marlboro-boostedprizemoney.

FredGallagher,thewinning

co-driver,explains:“Oneof the

weirdthingsthatpeopledon’tbelieve

isinthosedayswedidtherecceina

full-specrallycar.Whenweactually

gottotherally,thereweresome

stageswherewewerefasteron

duringthereccethanwhen

competingontherally!It’shard

The TR7 was the talk

of the town in Ypres

Pond (l) and Gallagher (r) dominated

Staepelaere was second in Mk2 Residential stages were used Back inYpres:Gallagher(r)in’17

STATS 

1978 Ypres 24 Hour Rally 
Date: June 23-25
European coefficient: Three
Number of starters: 154 (22 British)
Finishers: 59
Stage mileage: 320.66
Results: 1 Tony Pond/Fred Gallagher (Triumph TR7 V8) 
5h31m44s; 2 Gilbert Staepelaere/Fred Franssen (Ford Escort 
RS1800 Mk2) +3m17s; 3 Antonio Carello/Maurizio Perissinot 
(Lancia Stratos); 4 Francis Vincent/Jacques Delaval (Porsche 
Carrer); 5 Kyosti Hamalainen/Lionel Hennebel (Escort RS1800 
Mk2); 6 Billy Coleman/Peter Scott (Stratos).

Sixth: Billy Coleman/Peter Scott
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Volkswagen Racing Cup
Race 1: Chris Panayiotou (Scirocco)
Race 2: Dennis Strandberg (Scirocco)

BMW M3 Cup/330 Challenge
Race 1: Paul Cook (E46 M3)
Race 2: Paul Cook (E46 M3)

Racing Saloons
Race 1: Nigel Innes (BMW E36 M3)
Race 2: Nigel Innes (BMW E36 M3)

Production BMW Championship
Race 1: David Graves (320i)
Race 2: David Graves (320i)

WINNERS

VolkswagenRacingCuppoints
leaderChrisPanayiotouand
SwedishvisitorDennisStrandberg
eachtastedthevictorychampagne
afteraneventfulpairof races
whichheadedtheprogrammeat the
secondBrandsHatchDeutscheFest.

SuccessinraceonewasPanayiotou’s

firstwinof theyearandconsistent

finishinghasputhimtopof thetableat

thechampionship’shalfwaystage.Andit

wasahard-wonresult,Panayiotoufirst

havingtoovercomethequick-starting

RuaridhClark,whostayedonhisrival’s

Innes had success in Saloons

Photos:GaryHawkins

FIRST WIN BRINGS PANAYIOTOU INTO VW CUP CONTENTION

avenge his defeat by William Davison 

at last year’s fixture. He was indeed 

first across the line in race one after a 

tense duel, but contact on the final 

corner knocked Davison back to sixth 

and earned Swaffer disqualification for 

his rude tactics.

Davison duly won race two on the road 

while Swaffer reached 11th from the 

back of  the grid, but this time it was 

Davison’s turn to be excluded from the 

meeting (see racing news) in a duel with 

David Graves, who thus inherited a 

double win after taking the flag as close 

runner-up in each race.

tail to the flag. Both were in Sciroccos, and 

third was taken by Simon Walton’s Audi 

TT despite a late skirmish at Paddock with 

Jamie Bond’s Golf, which resulted in Bond 

being penalised back to fourth for his 

part in the incident. Toby Davis (Golf) 

and Strandberg’s Scirocco were fifth and 

sixth and this half  dozen would be 

reversed on the race two grid.

High expectations were dashed and the 

second race was spoiled by two lengthy 

safety car interventions to move cars 

stranded at Paddock. Strandberg had 

already been given breathing space 

by those behind making an ill-advised 

attempt to take Druids and Graham Hill 

three abreast on lap one. The caution 

periods then left the Swede to stay in 

control for a single green flag dash to 

the finish, something he successfully 

achieved in an unballasted car against a 

bunch of rivals carrying varying levels of  

success weight. The win was Strandberg’s 

third of  the year, and he was followed by 

Bond, Davis, Clark and Panayiotou.

Paul Cook’s unmissable black and 

dayglow E46 won both races for the 

M3 Cup, beating David Whitmore in 

both outings. In race two a seemingly 

comfortable lead evaporated when 

Cook briefly struggled to find a gear, but 

he soon returned to a winning pace. Nick 

Williamson was third in the first race but 

had to follow Graham Crowhurst home in 

race two while reaching the front of  a 

quartet contesting fourth. 

The 330 Challenge provided much 

closer competition for victory, Matt 

Maxted taking the wins after chasing 

Darren Ball for most of  the race distance 

in both encounters.

Success in the Racing Saloons fell all 

too easily to the Nigel Innes BMW E36. 

He finished just over 22s clear each time, 

Roger Kneebone’s E36 and the Toyota 

Starlet of  Barnaby Davies taking the 

runner-up spots respectively. Davies 

and his brother Oliver in another Starlet 

made a nuisance of  themselves amid 

the BMW domination but Barnaby’s 

poor start in race two meant he only 

moved up to second on the penultimate 

lap. Production BMW champion Matt 

Swaffer took a class win and a second 

place in a diesel BMW 120.

Swaffer isn’t registered for the 2018 

Production championship and ran as a 

guest entry at Brands, determined to 

RALLY REPORTS

RACING REPORTS
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Surprise win for 

Galatariotis

SHOCK ERC WIN FOR GALATARIOTIS

S
ix drivers led, two potential 
winners crashed heavily and 
Nasser Al-Attiyah – chasing 
a record-extending sixth 
Cyprus victory – fought back 
from a double puncture to 

take top spot with one stage left to run. 
But there would be a final twist when 

the Qatari punctured again, slipping from 

first to fourth and handing home hero Simos 

Galatariotis an unlikely maiden ERC victory 

by a scant 0.6s ahead of  Bruno Magalhaes.

The third closest finish in European 

championship history was the first Cyprus 

Rally success for a Cypriot in a decade. And 

while the margin of  his defeat was agonising, 

Magalhaes now leads the ERC standings after 

early-season pacesetter Alexey Lukyanuk 

crashed on day one, the Russian’s dominant 

start to the campaign having unravelled. 

Lukyanuk’s exit had handed Al-Attiyah 

the lead, only for British squad Autotek 

Motorsport’s experienced hand to suffer 

two tyre failures in the space of  a sweltering 

Cypriot Saturday afternoon. That left 

Skoda-backed Juuso Nordgren leading on 

his island debut.

Despite starting the final day 48.4s behind the 

Finnish youngster, Al-Attiyah was adamant 

victory could be his, a belief  that was 

strengthened when Nordgren rolled on 

the first corner of  stage nine, before a 

collision with a private car on stage 10 put 

him out for good.

With stage 11 cancelled to make up for 

earlier delays, Al-Attiyah had two stages left 

to cancel out a deficit of  18.3s to Galatariotis. 

Like Magalhaes, the Cypriot was driving 

with a title in mind, which resulted in more 

caution and less Al-Attiyah-style daring. 

It meant the Skoda-mounted pair were 

easy pickings for Fiesta driver Al-Attiyah 

who was now 2.3s in front with one stage left. 

Magalhaes overtook the puncture-hit 

Al-Attiyah in the stage but came up short 

against Galatariotis, even though the local 

champion was nursing a puncture of  his own.

Results
1 Simos Galatariotis/Antonis Ioannou (Skoda Fabia R5) +1h55m40.2s; 
2 Bruno Magalhaes/Hugo Magalhaes (Fabia R5) +0.6s; 3 Norbert Herczig/
Ramon Ferencz (Fabia R5); 4 Nasser Al-Attiyah/Matthieu Baumel (Ford Fiesta 
R5); 5 Orhan Avcioglu/Burcin Korkmaz (Fabia R5); 6 Vojtech Stajf/Marcela 
Ehlova (Fabia R5); 7 David Botka/Mark Mesterhazi (Fabia R5); 8 Albert von 
Thurn und Taxis/Bjorn Degandt (Fabia R5); 9 Petros Panteli/Kyprias 
Christodoulou (Mitsubishi Lancer E10); 10 Alexandros Tsouloftas/Antonis 
Chrysostomou (Citroen DS 3 R5).
Class winners: Panteli/Christodoulou; Laurent Pellier/Geoffrey Combe 
(Peugeot 208 R2); Emma Falcon (Citroen DS 3 R3T)

Vey and Fletcher see 
off Smeatharpe rivals
Smeatharpe Stages
By Ian Harden

Organiser: Wildlife Autosport When: June 17 Where: 
Smeatharpe airfield, Devon Championships: ASWMC Sealed 
Surface; ACSMC Tarmac Stages: 10 Starters: 60

Andy Vey and co-driver Richard 

Fletcher steered their 

Mitsubishi Lancer E4 to a 

28-second win at Smeatharpe 

over Dean Thomas/Jason Riggs’ 

unusual Toyonda DTR. 

Vey powered his way through 

the morning’s gloomy conditions 

to open a 20s lead after four 

tests. But Thomas fought back 

hard as the day went on, 

spurred on by pre-event 

brake balance changes.

With confidence increasing 

on every stage he matched 

Vey exactly on the last two 

tests to claim runner-up spot. 

Third-placed Rob and John 

Lee fought a day-long, all-Ford 

Escort Mk1 battle with Thomas 

and Edward Todd. Never more 

than six seconds apart on any 

stage, the speed and intensity 

of their personal scrap put 

them ahead of all the four-wheel-

drive entries except Vey. 

Craig Fleming and co-driver 

Tim Gore (Subaru Impreza) 

finished fifth. 

Having spent most of the day 

in sixth they stormed through 

the last stage and set equal 

fastest time to leapfrog Ben 

Parker and his stand-in 

co-driver, Jodie Exell 

(Honda Civic). 

Results
1 Andy Vey/Richard Fletcher (Mitsubishi Lancer E4) 
36m36s; 2 Dean Thomas/Jason Riggs (Toyonda 
DTR) +28s; 3 Rob Lee/John Lee (Ford Escort Mk1); 
4 Thomas Todd/Edward Todd (Ford Escort Mk1); 5 Craig 
Fleming/Philip Hopkins (Subaru Impreza); 6 Ben Parker/
Jodie Exell (Honda Civic ‘Pinky’); 7 Paul Sydenham/
Paul Rumary (Ford Escort Mk2); 8 David James/
Stuart Morley (Mitsubishi Lancer E3); 9 Ian Ross/
Sally Vaughan (Subaru Impreza); 10 Matt Cusens/Sam 
Julian (BMW 328i Compact).
Class winners: Barry Pavey/Alan Spencer (Ford Escort Mk1), 
Simon Heywood/Andy Hamlyn (Honda Civic), Thomas/Riggs, 
Cusens/Julian, Fleming/Gore. 

Longfellow takes narrow Grafton Underwood win as event is shortened after crash

Flying Fortress Stages
By Peter Scherer

Organiser: Dukeries MC  When: June 17 Where: Grafton Underwood,  
Northamptonshire  Championships: EMAMC, ANEMMC, AEMC Stages 
Stages: 5 Starters: 65

David Longfellow and Daniel Ward’s 

Subaru Impreza edged ahead of  stage 

one leaders Martin Pavier/Peter Kettle 

on the second stage and consolidated their 

advantage until stage five. 

Pavier had responded and clawed back 

five seconds, when the rally had to be 

stopped due to a serious accident on the 

sixth, with Longfellow declared the 

winner by nine seconds.

Dave Hornbrook/Matty Sample’s 

Mitsubishi E4 chased the lead duo all day. 

But with Martin Farrar/Andy Ward’s 

Impreza vacating third on the second stage 

with damaged steering, Scott Renshaw/

Dean Wilson’s Impreza moved up, only to 

go out themselves on the next stage with 

brake problems, promoting Hornbrook.

Steve and Catherine Booth’s Ford Escort 

had been 10th after the opening run, but 

after three they were closing in on 

Hornbrook from a threatening fourth. 

However their challenge ended on stage 

five, when a broken throttle cable left 

them limping to the finish.

Sean and Max Bailey’s Impreza therefore 

took fourth, with class winners Dean 

Baker/Andy Falconer (Escort) and 

David McMullan/Marc Melhuish 

(Vauxhall Nova) completing the top six.

Vince Sillett and co-driver Samm Keeley 

were involved in the sixth stage accident in 

their Ford Escort Mk2 after hitting a tree. 

They were taken to hospital in Coventry 

but MN understands both are expected 

to recover from their injuries.

Results
1 David Longfellow/Daniel Ward (Subaru Impreza) 43m55s; 2 Martin 
Pavier/Peter Kettle (Subaru Impreza) +9s; 3 Dave Hornbrook/Matty 
Sample (Mitsubishi Lancer E4); 4 Sean Bailey/Max Bailey (Subaru 
Impreza); 5 Dean Baker/Andy Falconer (Ford Escort Mk2); 6 David 
McMullan/March Melhuish (Vauxhall Nova); 7 David Wood/Tracy Wood 
(Mitsubishi E5); 8 Vince Sillett/Samm Keeley (Ford Escort Mk2); 9 Adrian 
Baker/Lindsey Baker (Ford Escort Mk2); 10 Connor Tolson/Sam Bailey 
(Subaru Impreza).  Class winners: Ian Bass/Cameron Young (Toyota 
Yaris); McMullan/Melhuish; Phil Kenny/Gary Laverick (Ford Puma); 
Baker/Falconer; Philp Rowland/Philip Woodcock (BMW M3).

Panayiotou (left) 

fought Clark robustly
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Classic F3/Classic FF2000
Race 1: Anthony Hancock
(Lola T670)
Race 2: David Shaw (Ralt RT1)

Derek Bell Trophy
Race 1: Michael Lyons
(Lola T400)
Race 2: Michael Lyons
(Lola T400)

GT and Sports Car Cup
Leo Voyazides/Simon Hadfield
(AC Cobra)

Guards Trophy
Martin O’Connell (Chevron B8)

Historic Formula 2
Race 1: Richard Evans
(March 742)
Race 2: Richard Evans

(March 742)

Historic Formula 3
Race 1: Jon Milicevic
(Brabham BT21B)
Race 2: Jon Milicevic
(Brabham BT21B)

Historic Formula Ford
Race 1: Cameron Jackson
(Lola T200)
Race 2: Ben Mitchell
(Merlyn Mk20)

Jaguar Classic Challenge
James Dodd (Jaguar E-type)

Pre ’80 Endurance
Race 1: Leo Voyazides
(Lola T282)
Race 2: Leo Voyazides
(Lola T282)

WINNERS

Evans (r) had close 

battle with Dwyer

The34-yearwait foradedicated
Historic Formula 2 race on the 
Silverstone Grand Prix circuit was 
made worthwhile with two stunning 
contests over the weekend. 

Richard Evans took both wins over 

the hard-charging Dean Forward as a 

tremendous field wound the clock back 

to the late 1970s and early 1980s when 

the International Trophy featured the 

European Formula 2 Championship.

A week after five F2 cars raced, and two 

finished, at Dijon in the rival Peter Auto 

series, a mighty field of  28 cars lined up 

for rounds five and six of  the Historic 

SportsCarClub-runseriesandthefirst

racefororiginalF2carsonSilverstone

GPsincetheendof thefirstF2erain1984.

Theopeninglapsof thefirstracewere

electricastheMarch742sof Evansand

MarkDwyerwenthammerandtongs

withthe782of ForwardwhileJamie

Brashaw’sChevronB25chasedalong.

EventuallyForwardwriggledtothe

frontwithEvanschasinghardwhile

BrashawworkeduptojoinDwyerin

anepiccontestforthird.

Forwardhaddoneallthehardwork

tobuildafour-secondcushionover

Evanswhenabrushwithabackmarker

pitchedtheleaderintoaspin.He

quicklyrejoinedbutthetrackingwas

outandhecoulddonothingabout

Evans,whostoleaheadforvictory.

“ItriedreallyhardbutIcouldn’tkeep

upanditwasluckyforme,”saidEvans,

whileForwardwasphilosophicalabout

theresult.Brashawgrabbedthirdaftera

wheel-to-wheelbattlewithDwyer.

“Mark’sagoodfriendandtherewas

respectforeachother,”saidBrashaw.

OnSunday,Evansrocketedawayand

builtanimmediatelead,butForward

dugdeepandchippedawayatthe

margin to bring it down to less than half  

a second at the flag. Brashaw lost his 

sparring partner Dwyer late in the race 

and up to fourth from the back of  the grid 

with a mighty charge came James 

Murray in his Chevron B25.

With his father Graeme feeling unwell 

and electing not to race, James Dodd 

went solo in the hour-long Jaguar 

Classic Challenge and delivered a 

typically classy performance as 

mid-race rain on an oily track made 

conditions treacherous. “That was a 

really entertaining race with the 

changingconditions,”saidDodd.

Formuchof therace,BenShortled

thechasebuthewas20sadriftof Dodd

whenhemadeaslateastopaspossible

forNickRileytofinishthejob.Instill

trickyconditions,Rileyslippedtothird

behindDoningtonwinnersGaryand

JohnPearson.JulianThomasand

CalumLockieshouldhavebeenupthere

aswell,butadistributorproblem

sidelinedThomasontheopeninglap.

Thiseventhastraditionallybeena

happyhuntinggroundforLeoVoyazides

andthisyear’seditionwasnoexception

forthismostaccomplishedgentleman

racer.ThenewformatforthePre’80

EnduranceSeries istwohalf-hour

racessoVoyazideswentsolointhe

stunningDFV-poweredLolaT282and

dulybaggedtwocommandingwins.

However,itcouldhavebeenawholelot

differentif theCan-AmMcLarenM8Fof

DeanForwardhadnotbeensidelinedby

oilwoesaftersettingpole.“It’sbigand

daft,”saidForwardof theeight-litre

monster.Instead,itwasRobert

Oldershaw,inhisfirstweekendracing

hisrecentlyrestoredLolaT290,wholed

EVANS TAKES A DOUBLE AS HISTORIC F2
BACK TO SILVERSTONE GP AFTER 34 YEARS

thechaseof thewailingCosworthcar.

AthrottlecablefailedonSaturdaybut

that was fixed in time for a charge from 

the back of  the grid on Sunday. On his 

way through Oldershaw had to contend 

with the similar car of  Mark Richardson 

and Richard Dodkin’s huge March 717, 

being raced by 1989 Group C2 world 

champion Nick Adams.

Fresh from the Lola on Sunday 

morning, Voyazides hopped into his AC 

Cobra and led the opening stint of  the 

90-minute GT and Sports Car Cup race. 

Simon Hadfield did his stuff  in the 

second stint before Voyazides went back 

in to bring the car home half  a minute 

clear of  the E-type of  John and Gary 

Pearson. “Silverstone is perfect for the 

car,” said Voyazides. Hadfield added: “If  

you’ve beaten the Pearson brothers you 

know you’ve done something special.”

It was a weekend of doubles in the 

single-seater ranks as Michael Lyons 

and Jon Milicevic joined Richard Evans 

astwo-timewinners.Lyonsranaway

andhidintheDerekBellTrophy

races in his Formula 5000 Lola T400 

while category newcomer James 

Hadfield was mighty impressive in 

his dad’s Trojan T101. After a massive 

scare when a tyre popped off  the rim 

on Saturday, he scythed up the order 

on Sunday to second with a pace that 

belied his complete lack of  prior 

experience in the five-litre monster.

Milicevic and Andrew Hibberd 

enacted two glorious contests in 

Historic F3 and it was close enough 

in the opener. But Hibberd went into 

the second ever more determined to 

topple his friend and rival and they 

traded the lead countless times. In 

a wheel-to-wheel dash for the line, 

Milicevic got the nod by 0.156s to make 

it six wins from six races this season.

The Historic Formula Ford races 

were excellent but by the category’s 

incredibly high standards the opener got 

abit spread out. Cameron Jackson 

(Lola T200) had close to a two-second 

advantage over Ben Mitchell (Merlyn 

Mk20) at the flag as they went well clear 

of  the pack. Mitchell turned the tables 

on Sunday after a glorious head-to-head 

to keep the championship status quo 

unchanged. Max Bartell was the best 

of  the rest as Will Nuthall headed a 

six-way contest for fourth.

A tremendous 32-car field of  Classic 

Formula 3s and URS Classic FF2000s 

delivered some excellent racing and 

wins were shared by Anthony Hancock 

(Lola T670) and David Shaw (Ralt RT1). 

Shaw got his chance in traffic in the 

second race and was then able to hold 

Hancock at a couple of  seconds. Finally, 

the mercurial talents of  Martin 

O’Connell, armed with Sandy Watson’s 

Chevron B8, romped to Guards Trophy 

glory as other fancied runners were 

docked 30s for pitstops outside the 

mandated window.

Dodd(r)headedJaguarClassicChallengecontest,drivinghisE-typesolo

Voyazides won Pre ’80 enduro (above) and the GT and Sports Car Cup Milicevic (l) had a great tussle with Hibberd (r) in Historic F3,but Milicevic prevailed in both Silverstone races
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ROCKINGHAM: BARC BY PETER SCHERER JUNE 16

OULTON PARK: BRSCC BY IAN SOWMAN JUNE 16
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Classic/Historic
Thunder and Blue Oval
Saloons
Race 1: Dale Gent
(Subaru Impreza)
Race 2: Dave Cockell
(Ford Escort)

Group 1, Classic &
Historic Touring
Race 1: Stephen Primett
(Ford Escort Mk1)
Race 2: Stephen Primett

(Ford Escort MK1)

Intermarque
Race 1: Lewis Smith
(Vauxhall Tigra)
Race 2: Lewis Smith
(Vauxhall Tigra)

Junior Saloons
Race 1: Joel Wren
(Citroen Saxo)
Race 2: Lewis Saunders
(Citroen Saxo)

Pickups
Race 1: George Turiccki
Race 2: Scott Bourne

Pre 1993 & 2003
Touring Cars and
Pre 05 Production
Touring Cars
Race 1: Steve Barden
(Honda Civic Type R)
Race 2: Steve Barden
(Honda Civic Type R)

Civic Cup

Race 1: Mark Grice (EP3)

Race 2: Arron Sharp (EP3)

FF1600 Northern

Championship

Race 1: Rory Smith

(Medina JL18)

Race 2: David McArthur

(Van Diemen LA10)

MX-5 Championship

Race 1A: Will Blackwell-

Chambers

Race 2A: Sam Smith

Race 3A: Sam Smith

Race 1B: Simon Orange

Race 2B: Callum Greatrex

Race 3B: Marcus Bailey

MX-5 Super Series

Race 1: Joshua Jackson

Race 2: Joshua Jackson

Race 3: Joshua Jackson

WINNERS

WINNERS

George Turiccki fought off a
last-lap challenge fromMark
Willis andScott Bourne to take
victory in the first of the evening’s
Pickup races onhis debut at the
RockinghamOval.

Willis and Bourne had controlled

things from the front until Turiccki

split them with nine laps remaining.

A safety car intervention left Turiccki

under threat from Bourne at the green

flag with three laps to go, but he not only

held his place, he dived inside Willis at

Turn 2 in a decisive move to win. Willis

and Bourne completed the podium from

a distant Paul Tompkins.

After the initial sort out, race two

became a Bourne and Willis duel again.

While Bourne became the pacesetter

for most of the race, Turiccki managed

to slip into second again for a while but,

with his front tyres overheating, he lost

out to both Willis and Mel Collins out of

Turn 4 with three laps remaining.

Bourne stayed clear to take the win

from Willis and Collins, with Pete

Stevens also taking Turiccki for fourth

on the last lap.

Joel Wren and Lewis Saunders

shared the Junior Saloon Car victory

spoils. It was Saunders who led initially

in the first race until Wren shot by into

Deene Hairpin on the third lap. Series

debutant Thomas Ward ousted Steven

Chandler for third place, before both

overtook Saunders.

As Ward consolidated second,

Chandler ran wide at Deene, handing

third back to Saunders. Jemma Moore

and Scott McIntyre were then on

Chandler’s tail, with both getting by

into the Brook Esses on the last lap.

McIntyre won the dash to the line to

take fourth, from Moore and Chandler.

At the start of the second race

Saunders chased Ben Kasperczak

and Wren through Turn 1, but with

a brave move around the outside at

Gracelands he was soon ahead of

both and in the lead.

Ward had then joined the duel for

second, before Wren hit Kasperczak at

Tarzan and put them both out. Ward

remained in second despite having to

take avoiding action from the collision

ahead of him, but Saunders found his

lead had virtually doubled.

But a safety car was called out to

recover the stricken duo, wiping out

Saunders’ lead and he was left to

defend sternly from Ward over the two

remaining laps to the flag. Saunders

just held on for his maiden victory,

with Moore escaping from the

challenging McIntyre for third, after

the latter’s car went into limp mode.

It wasn’t the best of starts for Stephen

Primett’s Ford Escort in either of the

Group 1, Classic & Historic Touring

Car races but that didn’t stop him taking

a brace of wins. He took the lead in race

one on lap two, overtaking the Triumph

Dolomite of early leader Mark Osborne,

who then had a great duel with Stephen

Cripps’ Escort. Osborne held on, while

Cripps had to fend off Mark Cholerton’s

Escort too.

Osborne got the best start again in

race two, but had to surrender the lead

when Primett went around the outside

at Deene to lead home from lap two.

Osborne and Cripps continued their

duel from earlier, but were split by

Cholerton when Cripps overshot at

Deene. Osborne held onto second

again, with Cripps back up to third at

the Brook Esses a lap from home.

Ian Bower’s BMW M3 was a lights-to-

flag winner in the first multi classes

CTRC race, but a track limits penalty

dropped him to second behind Steve

Barden’s Honda Civic Type R. Barden

would go on to secure the double after

passing Bower into Tarzan on lap eight

of 10.

The Civic Cup underlined its

credentials as one of the country’s

most competitive championships, as it

produced its fifth and sixth winners

from the first half-dozen rounds. Mark

Grice, 2017 runner-up, triumphed in

the first race at Oulton before Arron

Sharp took his first car racing victory –

at his home circuit – in the second.

Grice, who was third in the standings

before the weekend, had a coming

together with Silverstone victor Dan

Reason at Shell on the opening lap,

allowing Paul Bancroft to lead for a

time. Grice lost just one position and

was able to close the gap to Bancroft by

lap five out of eight, before challenging

him on the sixth lap at Hislops and

completing the move at Druids.

Championship leader Rob Baker and

Reason followed him through over the

following couple of corners and

eventually completed the podium,

with David Buky relegating Bancroft

to fifth on the drag to the line.

“Two or three laps from the end

something came loose and I kept going

wide,” admitted Grice after surviving

final-lap offs at Cascades and Lodge.

From the front row of the reversed

grid second race, Sharp was able to

assume a comfortable margin from the

TURICCKIANDBOURNE
TAMEROCKINGHAMOVAL

FF1600 battle: McArthur and Smith

Photos:RachelBourne

CIVIC CUP BATTLE TIGHTENS
AS NEW DRIVERS TAKE WINS

Grice took his first Civic Cup win of the year and a runner-up spot at Oulton

Junior Saloons took to banking
Three-way battle for 

lead in Pickup races

RACING REPORTS

outset, establishing a gap of  5s at the 

end of  lap six that enabled him to cling 

on despite a mistake in the closing 

stages. “The car was mint, but we’re 

still learning – this is only our third 

meeting with it,” he said.

Jason Ballantyne made a strong 

start from row three and grabbed 

second place from Lewis Rose down the 

Avenue on lap three, but a difficult 

gearchange at the end of  the 

penultimate lap allowed Reason 

through to second. Having dropped to 

15th on the opening lap, Baker climbed 

back to eighth to maintain his 12-point 

lead over Ballantyne, while Grice – 

who finished race two in 10th – was 

leapfrogged by Reason.

Mike Comber Racing drivers 

completed a clean sweep of  the MX-5 

Championship wins, a great birthday 

present for the team proprietor – even 

if  he did play third fiddle on track to 

Will Blackwell-Chambers and Sam 

Smith, who split the three wins. 

Blackwell-Chambers, championship 

leader by six points over Oliver 

Allwood, passed Smith for the lead at 

Dentons on lap seven of  race one, the 

pair going on to finish well clear of  

Comber, who took third in a blanket 

finish with Allwood and Brian Trott in 

spite of  a differential bearing issue.

Smith was untroubled in the second 

race, aided when Blackwell-Chambers 

got a bad exit from Cascades on the 

fourth lap and was then out-powered 

by both Trott and Allwood along 

Lakeside. He eventually got the places 

back, but lost second again to Trott at 

Cascades on the final lap.

Smith’s victory in the final race came 

by just 0.044s over WB-C. Trott lost 

third to Cadwell victor John Langridge 

at Old Hall on the final lap, while 

Allwood finished 17th after bouncing 

off  the Old Hall barriers.

Rory Smith moved to the top of  the 

Northern FF1600 standings with a 

win and a second place in his Medina. 

In the opener, David McArthur drove 

around the outside of  him to take the 

lead at Old Hall shortly before a red 

flag, which wound the result back a lap. 

After another poor start – caused by a 

clutch issue on his Van Diemen – 

McArthur repeated the move in the 

second race, this time claiming the win. 

Jack Wolfenden twice took his Reynard 

to Pre-’90 spoils.
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The BTCC is celebrated

Proffitt’sRedKite
RikkiProffittandGrahamWild

havemadea latechangeof

plans tocompeteontheRedKite

Stagesthisweekendrather than

taketheirPorsche911toYpres,as

originally intended.Followingthe

changestorunningorderandthe

revival in rallying forhistorics,

theynowleadBHRC2for the

Category1and1600cccars.

Gravsenstars
TeenagerMadsGravsenstarred in

HistoricFF1600atSilverstone in the

Palliserownedandusually racedbyhis

uncleChrisSharples.Despitevery

limited racingexperienceandmaking

hisSilverstoneGPdebut, theDane

finishedseventhandeighthashe

twice raced in themain leadpack.

Slaughter’sback
Followingadramatichigh-speed

rollontheRallyTendringand

Clactonat theendofApril, James

Slaughter isdueback inaction

withhis rebuiltFordEscort

Mk2onthisweekend’sRedKite

Stages.Afteramajor rebuild, the

Cossack-liveriedMk2will join the

EscortMk1ofhis fatherDickon

theSouthWalesevent.

Brashaw’sglory
JamieBrashawonly tookhisF2

ChevronB27toSilverstone fora

shakedowntestonFriday,but itwent

sowell thatheplaceda lateentry for

theHistoricFormula2racesand

scoopedtwopodiums.Healsoused

it to finish fourth in theopeningDerek

BellTrophy raceafterhisFormula

5000March73Awassidelined

byengine failure inqualifying.

Huffat theClassic
WorldChampionshipTouring

CardriverRobHuffwilladda

LotusCortina tohis tallyof

historic racecarswhenheshares

thecarofAndyWolfe in the

50-minuteU2TCraceat the

SilverstoneClassic.Huntingdon-

basedWolfeandNewmarket’s

Huffwillbeoneof thestrongest

driverpairings in therace,which is

partof theevent’sTinTopSunday.

Hyett’sTigaswitch
BRDCmember,and formerGroup

C2podiumfinisheratLeMans,Ross

HyetthasswitchedtoaSports2000

TigaSC83andhadadebut run in

thePre ’80Enduranceracesat

Silverstone.Hyettacquired thecar

throughChrisSnowden,whoprepares

it, andplanssomemorePre ’80races

aswell asacoupleofHistoricSports

2000outings thisseason.

Pearson’sreturn
Ex-AlfaRomeoracerTedPearson

joinedtheHistoricFF1600gridat

SilverstoneafterbuyingNigel

Grant’sMerlynMk17.Pearsonhas

not racedsinceClassicFF1600

in2014butwaskeentohave

anothershotatFormulaFord

andwilluse thebalanceof this

seasonasa lead-in toafull

programmein2019.Grant’s

teamwillprepare thecar forhim.

HISTORICS

Hadfield Junior steps up to F5000 monster

Ralli 22 series gets underway on Saturday

JamesHadfield,sonof leading

historicracerSimon,tookonthe

biggestchallengeof hisracing

careertodateatSilverstone

whenheracedhisfather’s

Formula5000TrojanT101forthe

firsttime.Hescoredafinesecond

placeintheDerekBellTrophy.

“It’sagreatbitof kit: it’sgot

warpspeed,”saidtheformer

professionalicehockeyplayer

whonowworksalongside

hisfatherinthehistoric

racepreparationbusiness.

“Thecarhasnotracedfor

severalyearsandusuallylives

attheDoningtonCollection,”

saidHadfieldsenior.Jameswas

duetodemonstratethecarat

theGoodwoodMembers’

Meeting,butthoseplanswere

thwartedbybadweather.

ThenewRalli22seriesof

hillclimbsforperiodrally

carswillstartatPrescotton

Saturdaywithaqualityfield

headedbytheex-CarlosSainz

FordFocusof DaveWright.

Thepilot three-event

competitionistitledtoreflect

the22yearscoveredbycars

fromtheGroupA,GroupB

andWRCeras.

“Prescottwillbeaverygood

startwithanicemixof cars

andwehavebiggerentries

plannedforChateau

ImpneyandShelsley

WalshinJuly,”saidseries

organiserSteveDavies.

OtherPrescottentries

includetheRenault5Maxi

Turboof KevinJones,Jason

Lepley’sEscortRS2000and

theHyundaiAccentWRCof

StephenChamberlain.

Goodwood reflects history of British Touring Car Championship

The first seasonof theBritish

SaloonCarChampionshipwill

becelebratedat theGoodwood

RevivalMeetingonSeptember

7-9withanewformat for the

JackSearsMemorialTrophy.

The inaugural champion from

1958will behonouredbya

racecontestedbyagridof

cars thatwouldhavebeenseen

inaction in that firstyear.

Theracewill celebrate the

60thanniversaryof theBTCC

and its forerunner, theBritish

SaloonCarChampionship.

Inactionwill becars like

theRiley1.5, theAustinA105

asracedbySears in the first

seasonsof thecontest and the

JaguarMk1racedbyhis season-

longrivalTommySopwith.

ByPaulLawrence

PaulBarretthassaid that
thehelpofmarshalsand
fellowcompetitorssaved
his rallyingcareerwhen
hisFordEscortMk2
caught fireontherecent
CarlisleStages.
NorthernIrishmanBarrett

andhisWelshco-driverDai

Robertscompletedtheopening

stageonFridayeveningand

wereatthestartof thesecond

stagewhenanengine

firestarted.

Withhelpfromthemarshals

andtimekeepersaswellasfire

extinguishersloanedbyother

crews,thefirewasfinally

containedalthough

considerabledamagewasdone.

Barrettwaslatertreatedin

hospitalforburnstohishand.

“Ireallywanttothank

everyonewhohelpedgetthe

fireout,”saidBarrett.“Without

theirhelpthecarwouldhave

beendestroyedandthat

wouldhavefinishedmy

rallyingcareer.”

Barrettiscurrentlyfacinga

raceagainsttimetogetthe

damagerepairedintimeforthis

weekend’sRedKiteStagesin

SouthWales,thefourthround

of theFuchsMSABritish

HistoricRallyChampionship.

“We’reflatoutonitwiththe

helpof alotof friends,”Barrett

toldMN.Havingledtheoverall

BHRCaftertworounds,hisnon-

finishinCarlislecostBarrett

thechampionshipleadto

StuartEgglestoneandsohecan

ill-affordtomisstheRedKite.

Providedthecarisready,

Barrettwill faceafantastic

fieldfortheRedKite,which

includeshisyoungerbrother

Ryan,OsianPrice,theHillman

Avengerof IeuanRowlands,as

wellasJoePriceandAlan

Walker,whobothreturn

afteraccidentsonroundtwo,

thePirelliRally.

Ford Escort man back on track after Carlisle Stages bonfire

DOWNTHE

PUB
WITH
STUART
EGGLESTONE
Age: 45 Lives:Appleby

BHRC contender

IN BRIEF

‘Proffitt to contest
the Red Kite Rally’
Porsche man’s switch, below
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It’safamilything
“Mybrotherswere involved in

roadrallyingandmyolderbrother

Steveusedtocompete in the

MotoringNewsdays.TheTourof

Mull in1994wasmy firstever rally

inaPeugeot309.Wefinished25th

sowehadagoodrun.”

HewasJuniorchampion
“Wethendid theBTRDAGoldStar

andwon itoutright in1997 ina

205.Thenwedid the IsleofMan

andNetworkQforexperienceas

wedid theBritishChampionship in

1998. Iwasabout24andwonthe

Junior titleand thenhiredanEscort

kit-car fromChrisBirkbeck for the

NetworkQandhadagoodrun.”

Hehadsomebigresults
“Thatenabledus toget the

Simmonitecar for theBritish

Championship in ’99.Theywere

fantasticdayswithworks teams.

But it allwentwrong forusafter

threeeventsso thatwas theend

of thatseasonandwemovedto

anMitsubishiLancerE6and

finishedsecondontheMalcolm

Wilsonand fifthon theVauxhall.”

Rallyingstoppedin2002
“Thenwehadthe footandmouth

yearbut Iusedmyold205onthe

JimClarkwhen it ran later in theyear

and IhadDanBarritt co-driving,

so I’moneof thedriversDanhas

satwith. I finishedsecondonthe

MalcolmWilson in2002andthen

retired. Iwalkedaway to focuson

familyandbusiness.”

Hedidafewmorerallies
“In2009 Ididoneevent inAndy

Bird’scaron theCheviotRallyon

Otterburnbut theengineblewup

onthe firststage. Iboughtmyold

Astrabackandwent toMull in

2010andthenselectedevents

I fancieddoing.”

Thentheybuiltahistoric
“Ibought theEscortMk2asa road

carandmybrotherMarkand Ibuilt

it over twoyears.Wegot it finished

on themorningofscrutineering for

theRogerAlbertClarkRally last

November.That’showlastminute it

wasandthatwasmy firstevent ina

rear-wheel-drivecar. I learneda lot.”

He’shavingaball
“I’m loving thecarandmyrallying: it

issuchapleasure todriveandthe

Pinto isaffordable. Ido like the

goodclosebattleswithyoung lads

BenFriendandJoshBrowne.

Thecamaraderie isgreat in the

BHRCandeveryone issohelpful

and friendly.”

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Barrett was on fire on

the Carlisle Stages

Egglestone: Escort battler
Ex-Carlos Sainz car will take to the Prescott hillclimb track

Brashaw: Late race decision

Hadfield raced father’s Trojan to second place at Silverstone
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NEW PEUGEOT TO BOOST LOEB’S BID
Upgraded 208 for championship-chasing French star as he aims to land WRX crown

ByHalRidge

SebastienLoeb’schancesof
challengingfor theWorldRallycross
Championship titlecouldbegiven
aboostat thenext round inSweden
nextweek,wherePeugeotplans
to introduceanew208Supercar
for theFrenchmanandteam-mate
TimmyHansen.

TheFrenchmarqueannouncedbefore

theseasonthatitwouldintroduceupdates

throughoutthefirstcampaignof running

itsWorldRXprojectin-house.The

Holjeseventnextweek,roundsixof

theseries, isexpectedtobethebiggest

singledevelopmentforthesquadthis

year,thenew208Supercarfeaturinga

newchassisandengine.

“InSwedenweshouldhavesomeof the

technicalevolutionsthatwehavebeen

workingonsincethebeginningof the

year,”PeugeotSportdirectorBruno

FamintoldMotorsportNews.“Westill

haveacoupleof technicalquestionsto

solveandthemainimportancewillbeto

havethepartsfortheracecars.Rightnow,

thedecisionisnotfinalised,butit’sthe

targettohavetheevolutioninSweden.”

LoebissecondintheWorldRX

standings,31pointsbehindleaderJohan

Kristoffersson.Therallylegendmadethe

podiuminfourof thefirstfiveracesand

woninBelgium.But, inlinewithhis

pre-seasonpredictions,Faminremains

adamantthattheFrenchmarqueisnot

focusingonfightingforitsfirstWorldRX

driverscrownthisterm.

“It’snotourtarget,”hesaid.“But, if the

evolutionsaregood,thenwhynot?

If thegapisnottoobigwithJohan

[Kristoffersson]andVolkswagen,of

coursewe’llhavealookatit,butit’snot

themaingoal.Themaingoalistowin

moreracesthisyear,andobviouslyif

wewinmoreracesthenthesituation

withthechampionshipwillbebetter.”

Theteam’sthirddriver,KevinHansen

willswitchtousingoneof thecarsraced

byLoeborhisolderbrotherTimmy,

butwillremainanevolutionbehindthe

outfit’snominatedpoints-scoringdrivers.

TheMSABritish

RallycrossGrandPrix

won’trunthisseason

asorganisersworkon

planstoimprovethe

eventforthefuture.

Firstheldin1982asa

high-profileend-of-season

standaloneeventatBrands

Hatch,theGrandPrix

attractedinternational

starnames,beforehaving

alay-off between1996

and2002, inwhichtime

itmovedtoCroft. Ittook

afurtherbreakbetween

2004and2011.

Inrecentyears,the

eventhasrunthedayafter

theBritishRXfinalebut

hasfailedtoattracta

Europeancontingent.

“TheMSABritish

RallycrossGrandPrixhas

beenagreateventbutin

recentyearshaslostits

characterandimportance.

Wehavedecidedtorest

theeventthisyearwhile

wedecidehowbestto

repositionitforthefuture,”

saidBritishAutomobile

RacingClubchief

operatingofficer,Drew

Furlong.“If theGrand

Prixisgoingtoregainits

formergloryitneedsto

standoutasbeingdifferent

andcredible.

“Rallycrossisinthe

ascendancyatthe

momentwhichmeansthe

calendariscrowdedanda

standaloneeventsuchas

theGrandPrixmustbe

attractivetoteamsand

driversif it istogain

participationfromtop

classcompetitors.”

Loeb will have

a new 208

SPORTING SCENE

BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross
Championship
By Hal Ridge

Organiser: MDA/BTRDA When: June 18 Where: Blyton Park,
Lincolnshire Starters: 51.

Multiple rallycrosschampionTony
Lynchclaimedvictory in thefourth
roundof theBTRDAClubmans
RallycrossChampionshipatBlyton
Park inLincolnshire toclose inon
theoverallpoints lead.

Lynch(FordKa)qualifiedon

polepositionfortheModifiedAfinal

andranside-by-sidewithIrishman

PatrickRyan’sVauxhallNovathough

theopeningcorner,contactbetween

thepairforcingRyanintoahalf

spin,droppinghimdowntheorder.

AsRyanclimbedbacktosecond,

ToyotaMR2racerMarcJonesfinished

thirdinarepeatof theroundone

podiumatthesamevenue.Joneshada

closebattlewithFredLingandNick

Angraveinthelastraceof theday,

asDavidBrownprogressedfromthe

Bfinaltofinishsixth.LotusExige

driverMikeDresserwasforcedoutby

technicalissuesinthepre-grid.

JuniordriverLukeConstantine

continuestoleadtheoverallBTRDA

pointsinhismaidenrallycrossseason,

threepointsaheadof Lynch,andscored

hisfourthsuccessivevictoryinround

four.Constantine,hisolderbrotherTom

andMorganWrooteachtookafastest

timeinqualifying,LukeConstantine

BriSCA F1: Cowdenbeath
and Lochgelly
By Colin Casserley

Organiser: Startrax When: June 16/17 Where: Cowdenbeath and
Lochgelley Starters: 48/48

TomHarriscamewithinoneplaceof

chalkinguphisthirdconsecutiveScottish

ChampionshipbutitwasMartin

Spierswhoclaimedtheshockvictoryat

Cowdenbeath.Itwasafirstfinalwinfor

Spiers,andwhatmadeitmoreremarkable

wasthatitwasthedebutof hisnewcar.

Spiershitthefrontearlyoninthe

racewhileHarrisbegantoslicehis

waythroughthefieldbut,eventhough

hestartedtocloseinontheraceleader,

hefellafewmetresshortattheline.Lee

Fairhurstroundedoff thetopthree.

Spierssaid:“Ihadneverseenthetrack

beforeIgothere,andeveryonesaidIwas

madtobringoutanewcarherebecause

thetrackhasareputationforcausing

alotof damagetothecar.Butitwentwell

inpracticeanditjustfeltgood.Ididn’tsee

HarrisclosingbecauseIhadn’thadtime

toputinarear-viewmirror!It’sagreat

track,reallyfast: if theyracedheremore

oftenIwouldmakethetripeverytime.”

Harrismadeupforhisdisappointment

of notretaininghisScottishtitleby

winningthefollowingdayatLochgelly.

Hesaid:“IwasdisappointedthatIdidn’t

winlastnight,butalsopleasedasIwas

theleadingredtop.Spiersgotaway,

andhedroveagreatrace,buthewas

justtoofaraheadtocatch.Todayat

Lochgellythecarwashookedup,we

haditdialedinperfectly.”

ChrisCowleyfollowedHarrishome

atLochgelly.Cowleywasalsoinanew

carthatmadeitsdebutthenightbefore

atCowdenbeath.

Cowleysaid:“Ihadsomeelectrical

problemsinpracticeatLochgelly,but

wemanagedtosortthemoutbeforethe

meetingstarted.It’sbeenabigeffortby

myfamilyandteamtogetthecarready

forthisweekend,andIwouldliketo

thankthem.WithouttheirhelpIwould

notbeheretoday.”

Results
Cowdenbeath: 1 Martin Spiers; 2 Tom Harris; 3 Lee Fairhurst;
4 Mat Newson; 5 Stuart Shevill Jr; 6 Ronald Ferguson;
7 Frankie Wainman Jr; 8 Luke Davidson; 9 Steve Whittle;
10 Danny Wainman.
Lochgelly: 1 Tom Harris; 2 Chris Cowley; 3 Stuart Shevill Jr;
4 Harry Steward; 5 Lee Fairhurst; 6 Mat Newson; 7 Luke Davidson;
8 Frankie Wainman Jr; 9 Craig Utley; 10 Neil Scriven.

Lynch unstoppable
at Blyton showdown

Rallycross GP 
canned for 2018

Spiers holds his nerve to take Cowdenbeath win

McGarry to achieve a life’s ambition by racing a TouringCar at Holjes WRX event

Irishman Peter McGarry will make his 

European Rallycross Championship debut 

in the last ever event for the FIA TouringCar 

category in Sweden next week. 

The Irish RX Modified race-winner will 

drive Derek Tohill’s double title winning 

FordFiestaatHoljes,runbythePFCRX

team alongside Tohill’s Fiesta Supercar. 

McGarry made his maiden appearance in 

the rear-wheel-drive Fiesta at the third 

round of IRX at Tynagh recently and 

finished on the podium in the Modified 

category.  “Entering this event is something 

theteamhastalkedabouteversincetheFIA

announced that this would be the last 

ever season for TouringCar,” said McGarry.

“Before I knew it I was applying for an 

international license and putting an entry 

in toarguablythebesteventonthecalendar.

It’sadreamcometruetobeabletocompete

atHoljes.”

BTRDA RALLYCROSS BRISCA F1

netting pole position from where he 

led the final throughout, fending off  

the close attentions of  Tom. Wroot 

finished third at his home round with 

James Constantine and Amy Baines 

completing the list of  finishers. 

The Production category final took 

two attempts to get underway after 

Tomasz Chojnacki spun at Turn 1 in 

the first start following contact. At the 

restart, Andrew Smith’s Renault Clio 

stalled on the start line and it was Luke 

Mason who took the advantage and led 

for the duration to claim victory. A 

fierce battle for second ensued between 

Jacek Suchowiecki, Keith Kershaawe 

and Dale Ford early in the race, 

including a three-wide moment over the 

circuit’s jump, but as Ford 

was forced to retire on the second lap, 

Suchowiecki and Kershaawe lost time, 

promoting Sue Lane and Daniel 

Flintcroft into second and third. 

Ryan Stuchbury, Ryan Taylor and 

Shaun Buckley took a fastest time 

apiece in the Classic category, with 

Taylor claiming pole position. The 

BMW driver held off  Buckley’s Ford 

Escort for each of  the five laps in a 

close battle, with Stuchbury just 

losing out on the final podium position 

to rallycross stalwart David Ewin, 

following a refresh of  his rear-wheel-

drive Ford Fiesta leading up to the 

event. Paul Davis overcame pole starter 

Dan Beattie in the Production 4x4 final 

to win by over 12 seconds, in part due to 

Beattie’s car momentarily cutting out. 

Tracey Bennett finished third.

Results
Super Modified: 1 Tony Lynch (Ford Ka) 5m05.292s; 2 Patrick 
Ryan (Vauxhall Nova) +8.022s; 3 Marc Jones (Toyota MR2); 
4 Fred Ling (Ford Fiesta); 5 Nick Angrave (Honda Integra); 6 David 
Brown (Ford Puma).
Production: 1 Luke Mason (Peugeot 106) 5m31.629s; 2 Sue Lane 
(Honda Civic); 3 Daniel Flintcroft (Citroen C2); 4 Jarek Suchowiecki 
(Citroen Saxo); 5 Keith Kershaawe (Peugeot 106); 6 Dale Ford 
(Citroen Saxo).
Production 4x4: 1 Paul Davis (Subaru Impreza) 5m23.200s; 2 Dan 
Beattie (Subaru Impreza) +12.633s; 3 Tracey Bennett (Subaru 
Impreza).
Classic: 1 Ryan Taylor (BMW E30) 5m23.373s; 2 Shaun Buckley 
(Ford Escort) +2.160s; 3 David Ewin (Ford Fiesta); 4 Ryan 
Stutchbury (Peugeot 205); 5 Richard Todd (BMW E30); 6 George 
Edwardes (Rover Mini).
Junior: 1 Luke Constantine (Suzuki Swift) 5m45.716s; 2 Tom 
Constantine (Suzuki Swift) +0.615s; 3 Morgan Wroot (Suzuki Swift); 
4 James Constantine (Suzuki Swift); 5 Amy Baines (Vauxhall Corsa).

Lynch won, and is 

second in the points

Spiers was in charge 

in Cowdenbeath

McGarry wil race in Tohill’s machine
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Alonso andToyota prove their point

Duncan Coe’s shot

from Mallory Park

Stuart Santos-Wing caught Dave West’s Mini pushing on hard at Loton Park recentlyTom Oliphant’s Merc exploring the limits of Oulton Park, taken by Rich Cranston

Josh Jones’s shot of two BTCC Vauxhalls

James Lomax’s pic of Colin Turkington

Ben Forrester, aged 14, from Oulton

First-lap drama in the BTCC at Oulton Park at the Island hairpin, by James Lomax

Ian Forshaw’s shot of Tom Chilton

Aiden Moffat’s woe, by Rich Cranston

Gerallt Price captured this Ford Escort

Toyota really only had itself to beat at Le Mans this season: it was the only factory team on the grid, and the deep pockets that the works 
team brought to the event were always likely to prevail.

Yet the race was still fascinating for so many reasons, and Fernando Alonso’s victory, alongside Sebastien Buemi and Kazuki Nakajima, was one of the fee
good stories of the season so far. The spotlight was on him, and the headlines were written about him. The heat was on, and when it was, the crew delivered
the best possible way. 

So now there is only one element of the triple crown left for the Spaniard to win. His quest to land victory in the world’s biggest races is a fascinating aspec
his career. There can’t be anyone who doesn’t want to see him achieve it, but now he has found his love for Le Mans, who is to say that he will not now becom
regular on the grid at La Sarthe? He is a huge asset to any series. 
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

It might not have been a classic endurance race, but it was still memorable

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S

FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!

NEW
WEBSITE
motorsport-news.co.uk
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NEXT WEEK OUT WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27

LISTINGS
RACING
SATURDAY

Donington Park, Leics
Ferrari Club Live: Ferrari Classic, 
Ferrari Club Starts racing from 
TBC (qualifying from 0905hrs) 
Admission adult £16, under 13 free 
Webmsv.com
Contact08434539000

OultonPark,Cheshire
BARCmeeting:Britcar,2CV,
Sports/Saloons,KumhoBMW
Starts racing from1130hrs
(qualifying from0830hrs)
Admissionadult£16,under13 free
Webmsv.com
Contact08434539000

BrandsHatch,Kent
MSVRmeeting:BMWCarClub,
EquipeGTS,GTChallenge,
EquipePre ’63, Intermarque,
JaguarXKStarts racing from
1210hrs (qualifying from0900hrs)
Admissionadult£16,under13 free
Webmsv.com
Contact08434539000

Kirkistown,NIreland
500MRCImeeting:Historic
FF2000,FF1600,FordFiestaZetec,
Saloon/GT,SEAT,HistoricRacing
Cars,FutureClassicsStarts racing
from1300hrs (qualifying from
0900hrs)Admissionadult£15child
freeWebkirkistown.com

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
Croft,NYorks

BTCCmeeting:BTCC,F4,Clio
Cup,GinettaGT4,Ginetta Junior
StartsSaturday, racing from1410hrs
(qualifying from0930hrs)Sunday,
racing from1205hrsAdmission

adult£30,child freeWebcroftcircuit.
co.ukContact01325721815

Rockingham,Northants
BRSCCmeeting:Fiesta Junior,
TrackAttack,MazdaMX-5,Porsches,
FordFiesta,OpenSports,MGMetro
Cup,F1000,ProductionGTi
StartsSaturday, racing from1345hrs
(qualifying from0900hrs)Sunday,
racing from0925hrs (qualifying from
0900hrs)Admission£16
Web rockingham.co.uk
Contact08701660438

Silverstone,Northants
MSVRmeeting:RadicalSR1,
HeritageFF1600,F3Cup,Trackday
Trophy,TrackdayChampionship,
MiniChallenge,AllcomersStarts

Saturday, racing from1205hrs
(qualifying from0900hrs)Sunday,
racing from1115hrs (qualifying from
0900hrs)Admission£15Web

silverstone.co.ukContact08704
588260

SUNDAY
DoningtonPark,Leics

VSCCmeeting:VintageandPre-
War races,FISCARStarts racing

TV GUIDE
Catch up with the latest action 

from round three of  the TCR UK 

Championship from Brands 

Hatch (Thursday, 1230-1300hrs), 

as Dan Lloyd attempted to 

continue his dominant start 

to the season, having won all 

four races so far.

Missed this year’s Le Mans 

24 Hours? No problem, as

highlights of all the best action

and moments are being shown

on Friday (1500-1600hrs).

Recap how Fernando Alonso

managed to take another step

towards achieving his goal of

winning motorsport’s triple

crown by helping his car to

victory on his debut, and sealing

a first win for Toyota.

Head Down Under for round

Take a trip back in time

with Classic F1 to the

1989 Italian Grand Prix

as McLaren drivers

Alain Prost and Ayrton

Senna battled for

that season’s title

(Wednesday, 2100-

2130hrs, Sky Sports F1).

And the latest round

of the BRDC British

F3 Championship

comes from

Silverstone (Thursday,

1930-2030hrs, BT Sport

2) as a Nordic battle

between Swede Linus

Lundqvist and

Norwegian Nicolai

Kjaergaard rages

at the top of the

points standings.

LIVE TV LIVE F1

from1300hrs (qualifying from
0905hrs) Admission adult £20, 
under 13 free Web msv.com 
Contact 0843 453 9000

RALLY
FRIDAY-SATURDAY

Ypres, Belgium
Renties Ypres Rally 
Starts 1620hrs Admission €45
Web ypresrally.com

SATURDAY
Argyll, Scotland

Dunoon presents Argyll Stages

Starts 0845hrs Admission free
Web argyllrally.co.uk

SUNDAY
Waterford, County 

Waterford
Ravens Stages Rock Rally

Starts 0800hrs Admission free
Web carrickonsuirmotorclub.com

Resolven, Neath, 
Port Talbot
RedKiteStages

Starts0830hrsAdmission free
Web redkitestages.co.uk

SPORTINGSCENE
SATURDAY

Ipswich,Suffolk
NationalHotRods,Thunder500

Starts1845hrsAdmissionTBC
Webnationalhotrod.com

Ipswich,Suffolk
BriSCAF1Starts1845hrs
AdmissionTBCWebbrisca.com

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
Pembrey,Wales

BritishRallycross

StartsTBCAdmissionadult£12,
under14 freeWeb rallycrossbrx.com

Doune,Scotland
BritishHillclimb

Starts0900hrsAdmissionTBC
Webbritishhillclimb.co.uk

SUNDAY
Northampton,Northants

BriSCAF1

Starts1300hrsAdmissionTBC
Webbrisca.com

Colorado,USA
PikesPeakHillclimb

Starts0800hrs (local time)
Webppihc.org

F 2: Paul Ricard
Race 1: Saturday, 

1645-1815hrs, 
Sky Sports F1

Race 2: Sunday, 1055-
1205hrs, Sky Sports F1

GP3: 
Paul Ricard

Race 1: Saturday, 
1025-1130hrs, 
Sky Sports F1

Race 2: Sunday, 0945-
1040hrs, Sky Sports F1

Blancpain GT 
Sprint Cup: 
Misano

Qualifying race: 

Saturday, 1845-
2030hrs, BT Sport 2

Race: Sunday, 1215-
1415hrs, BT Sport 2

European F3: 
Norisring

Race1: Saturday,

1000-1100hrs,BTSport1
Race 2: Sunday, 1000-

1100hrs, BT Sport 2
Race 3: Sunday, 1600-

 1700hrs, BT Sport 2

WTCR:VilaReal
Race 2: Sunday, 1500-

1630hrs, Eurosport 2
Race 3: Sunday, 1630-

1800hrs, Eurosport 2

IndyCar:
RoadAmerica

Race:Sunday,
1730-2030hrs,
BT Sport ESPN

NASCAR:
Sonoma

Race: Sunday, 1930-
2330hrs, Premier Sports

BTCC:Croft
All theday’saction:

Sunday, 1115-1820hrs,
ITV4

Lloyd is dominating TCR UK
Red Kite will use GB stages

FrenchGrand
PrixSkySports
F1HDcoverage

Drivers’press

conference: Thursday,
1400-1430hrs

FP1: Friday,
1030-1250hrs

FP2: Friday,
1445-1650hrs

FP3:Saturday,
1145-1315hrs

Qualifying: Saturday,

1400-1645hrs
Race: Sunday,

1330-1810hrs
Highlights: Sunday,

2120-2220hrs

Channel4HD
highlights

Qualifying:Saturday,
1830-2010hrs

Race: Sunday,
2215-0010hrs

seven of  the Australian 

Supercar Championship 

from Darwin (Saturday, 2100-

2300hrs), as Scott McLaughlin 

leads the standings.

Watch delayed action from 

the Blancpain GT Series 

Sprint Cup from Misano 

(Sunday, 1700-1830hrs) as some 

of  the world’s best GT drivers 

go head-to-head.

And finally, there’s a chance 

to see the potential Formula 1 

stars of  the future from the 

CIK-FIA European 

Championship for round 

three in Ampfing in Germany, 

(Monday, 1830-1900hrs).

FRENCH GRAND PRIX REPORT

CAN ANYONE CATCHTURKINGTON?

CRONIN FACES STIFF
OPPOSITIONTO FOLLOW
LAST YEAR’S BRC WIN

BTCC 
CROFT

YPRES RALLY

Vettel took victory at the latest round in Canada

Lundqvist leads the way in British F3

TV GUIDE
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SPARES AND ACCESSORIES

petition

(0)1462 684300

k and Carbotech
rsport compounds

www.cambridgemotorsport.com
sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

Vehicle
Wiring
Products

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

We supply a
comprehensive range of
wiring products for repair,
modification or complete
rewire to your vehicle

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,

9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, Ilkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

Free
catalogue

Alloywheelrepairs.com

Chevette

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET, 
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA 

01904 703 863

•  Repairs to aluminium and magnesium 

wheels and castings.

•  Wheels chemically stripped, fne bead 

blasted and powder coated.

•  Wheels inserted and PCD and ofset 

altered.

•  Manufacturers of cars and components 

to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

•  HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll 

cages and all parts required and all 

parts required to build cars to works 

spec.

• 40 years of experience to share.

www.proalloy.co.uk

sales@proalloy.co.uk Pro Alloy Motorsport, 15 Rookwood Way

Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8PB

SPECIALIST MOTORSPORT ENGINEERING

BESPOKE MANUFACTURING

Pro Alloy Motorsport are one of the leading manufacturers of alloy radiators, intercoolers, fuel systems

DQG VSHFLDOLVW DOOR\ PRWRUVSRUW SURGXFWV� 2XU SURGXFWV DUH EXLOW WR H[DFWLQJ VSHFL¿FDWLRQV E\ FUDIWVPHQ

and technicians who have honed their skills from many years of intensive research, development and

fabrication. From race cars to fast-road, through to thoroughbred classics, Pro Alloy has the solution to

ensure your car stays ahead of the competition....

Pro Alloy Motorsport specialise in one-off and small batch runs, working from

drawings, photographs or physically on the car itself.We are happy to produce

bespoke items such as radiators, fuel tanks, intercoolers, custom pipe work + more.

facebook.com/

proalloy.motorsport

Tweet Us

@ProAlloy

www.proalloy.co.uk



Email: info@mardigras.co.uk

www.mardigras.co.uk

www.performanceclutch.co.uk

2A BRUNEL CLOSE

DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB

CALL FORMORE INFO

www.proalloy.co.uk

sales@proalloy.co.uk Pro Alloy Motorsport, 15 Rookwood Way

Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8PB

SPECIALIST MOTORSPORT ENGINEERING

BESPOKE MANUFACTURING

Pro Alloy Motorsport are one of the leading manufacturers of alloy radiators, intercoolers, fuel systems
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and technicians who have honed their skills from many years of intensive research, development and

fabrication. From race cars to fast-road, through to thoroughbred classics, Pro Alloy has the solution to

ensure your car stays ahead of the competition....

Pro Alloy Motorsport specialise in one-off and small batch runs, working from

drawings, photographs or physically on the car itself.We are happy to produce

bespoke items such as radiators, fuel tanks, intercoolers, custom pipe work + more.

facebook.com/

proalloy.motorsport

Tweet Us

@ProAlloy

www.proalloy.co.uk

TO ADVERTISE YOUR NEW PRODUCTS AND

SERVICES IN OUR NEXT ISSUE CALL

0203 4058 109

MARKETPLACE
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www.classic-time.co.uk

Tel : 01189 482 674

£145.00

SPECIALISTS IN BRANDED TEAMWEAR, APPAREL AND PRODUCTS

T: 01623 401 356
sales@techmax-progear.co.uk
www.techmax-progear.co.uk
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

If you would like to advertise 

your products or 

services here please email 

Be .kavanagh@
motorsport.com

or call
0203 405 8109

AWNINGS & COVERS

Established in 1979

Weatherweave is a UK Manufacturer

of Motorsport Race Awnings &

Trailer Covers. Based in Essex,

Weatherweave have successfully

emerged as a strong, dynamic

company, developing and producing

new and improved designs.

Why Weatherweave Awning?
Always reliable, easy to communicate

with, great customer service,

high attention to detail, improved

construction speeds, constantly

innovating and working with you.

Club racing to factory teams, choose

from our freestanding Sport/GP

awnings, vehicle awnings & hospitality

suites. Designed and manufactured

in the UK, heavy duty and very strong

but still in aluminium.

Buy Parts Online @ Shop Weatherweave
shop.weatherweave.co.uk

Weatherweave Ltd
12-16 Hockley Road

Rayleigh
Essex SS6 8EB

www.weatherweave.co.uk

01268 774141

Motorsport Awnings

FOR SALE

2 CAR, 3.5 tonne TRAILER, (2.1 tonne PAYLOAD), 
HYDRAULIC LIFTING DECK, 4300kg ELECTRIC WINCH

BUILT JULY 2015 by GRAHAM EDWARDS TRAILERS, 
VIRTUALLY AS NEW, HARDLY USED,  £6950, (NO VAT)

For further information
Call Geoff - 01388 722570
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Connected to you»

www.brianjames.co.uk

Style and Substance

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel’ strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all
designed to offer the latest technology and improved
convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com
HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford Trailers Limited • 14 Great Central Way • Daventry • Woodford Halse • Northants • NN11 3PZ

Telephone: 01327 263384

DEALERS WANTED - All Woodford Trailers have full European Type Approval

PO T MOUTH

BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE

T: +44(0)2392 412731

E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk

www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON

VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS

T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711

Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673

E: richard@vandp.net

www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER

TRAILERTEK LTD

Warren Farm

Micheldever Station

Winchester, 

Hampshire

SO21 3AS

T: 01962 774988

Fax 01962 795 093

E: info@trailers.co.uk

E: sales@trailertek.com

www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM

GREGG MOTORSPORT

T: 07977975173

E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com

www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT

SOUTHEAST TRAILERS

498 London Road, Ditton, Kent

me206bz.

T: 07933842719

NORTH SCOTLAND

GLENBURGIE CARS

WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND

Easter Lawrenceton Steading

Forres IV36 2RL

T: +44 (0)1309 676787

E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk

www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON

BLUE LINE TRAILERS

Main Road

Sutterton

Boston

Lincs

PE20 2BE

T: 01205 460346

E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER

Bridgwater Trailer Centre

The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road, 

Bridgwater TA6 4AP

T: 01278 445000

www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

 SOUTH LONDON

SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE

Hackbridge Station Depot

London Road, Wallington, Surrey

SM6 7BJ

T: 0208 647 0110

Mob: 07836 224250

E: steve@sltc.co.uk

ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH

BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS

Mobile: 07853263484

T: 01628 559782

E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX

1 STOP TRAILERS 

T: +44 (0)1787 249737

T: +44 (0)7850 554776

E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com

www.1stoptrailers.co.uk

 BRIGHTON

HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD

Smart-Trailers.co.uk

Monastery Lane

Storrington

West Sussex

RH20 4LR

T: 07950 968348

E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com

www.smart-tow.com

 LEICESTER 

MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS

Unit 1 Marsden Barn, 

Huncote Road

Stoney Stanton, 

Leicester

LE9 4DJ

T: 01455641367

Mob: 07968 888624

marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

NOTTINGHAM

APPLEYARD TRAILERS

The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,

Nottingham 

NG8 6PD

T: 01159293901

Mob: 0785075014

 MID WALES

HUMPHREYS & FOULKES

Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,

Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG

T: 01686 628144

 LEEDS

ROTHWELL TRAILERS

Rothwell, Leeds

LS26 0SB

T: 01132887179

E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk

rothwelltrailers.co.uk

 READING

LOVELL TRAILERS

James Farrm

James Lane

Grazeley Green

Reading, RG7 1NB

E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk

www.lovelltrailers.co.uk

T: 01183240403

  NORTHERN IRELAND 

MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT

T: 0044(0)2885549851

www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Dealers who hold stock
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WEB DIRECTORY

RACEWEAR

GEARBOXESELECTRONICS

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Kavanagh                     Sunita Davies
Classiied Advertising                                Production Manager

T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109                                 T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8134

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com                         E: sunita.davies@motorsport.com

Authorised stockists for:

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

RACEWEAR

RACE CARSENGINES

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORE TO COME! THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

MOTORSPORT

RACEWEAR

RACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERSRACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

e-mail

northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit

northamptonmotorsport.com

t Performance Tuning Specialists

t 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,

1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity

t Life Racing and Omex Engine Management

tWeber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents

Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

RACEWEAR

GEARBOXES

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 0LP

+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes

- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

WHEELS & TYRESRACE & RALLY PARTSGEARBOXES

Winning all over the world since 1973…
Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.

Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM
Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

Stock and custom made 

FiA Fuel Cells.

Short lead times. 

01527 521050

www.classicworldracing.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com



Order securely at alcosense.co.uk or call 0800 195 0088

Available at Halfords & Selected Boots

6

“AlcoSense are a clear step 

ahead of the rivals”
Auto Express Breathalyser

Group Test, March 2018

If you drank 4 pints or 4 glasses of wine between 9pm and midnight 

you could still have alcohol in your system at 11am the next day. That’s 

why one in five drink drive accidents happen the morning after
A. 

AlcoSense quickly and accurately shows your blood alcohol level, so 

you don’t become one of them.

2018

£59.99 £99.99

- Premium semi-conductor sensor
- Reads up to twice English limit
- Don’t drive alert when close to 
English or Scottish drink drive limit
- Accurate to +/-0.20‰BAC

- Uses a 64mm2 version of exactly 
the same fuel cell sensor used in 
several Police breathalysers
- Over twice as accurate as the  
award-winning AlcoSense Elite
- Adjustable don’t drive alert to any 
limit world-wide
- Full colour screen and easy to use 
interface
- German Design Award Winner

2018


