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THE PRODUCER|
KANEHIRA-SAN, |

WiLLBE |
COMING OVER
TONIGHT.

y

KWHAT!

( PLEASE TELL
ME WHO T

T "'\lf’l'

I l | “/ T rmNoT IN il

11| 78 ™HAT [ | THE STAGE  sckiNG ME,
FOR L‘ | PRODUCTION gecause T
REAL? [ |  STAFF... DON'T KNOW.

YOU'VE GOT

;A‘ GUTS! TO SAY

' SLICH THINGS...

THIS GIRL SAYS
THAT SHE WANTS |
TO JOIN THE
AUDITION FOR
AYUMI'S PARTNER!

MYSELF, BUT |

AROUND 8 OR |
9 TONIGHT...

N WHAT TIME
- WILL HE BE
| COMING?

PROBABLY




r

WHY DON'T You
JUST GIVE UP? NO
MATTER WHAT You
DO, IT'S USELESS!

YOU SHOULD

JUST GO HOME!

AR
IT'S STILL
QUITE
EARLY...

e .
you...
INTEND TO | ﬁ%hﬁﬁo
SPEAK TO L Al o

THIS 16 STLL &
BETTER THAN |
. NOTDONG |

ANYTHING

= J | BUT SINCE I'VE DECIDED |
T'LL HAVE TO GET |
MYSELF PREPARED!

:
b
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I
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SHE'S |\
| SERiOUS |
agoutr  /

| JoNNG! |

= \\\\\\\\\:‘;-1 '711(111-1./////

W | might as well
H won’t really \\\\ @ give it a shot. Ill
matter if this beg him to let me

Even if this avdition...

doesn’t work out... \EERes 4
: doesn’t work

out, it won't \\\\\
| don’t know h J really atter... /‘
ﬁ::;s l'vemr':pe:v:e:‘ :h’:: e %’ \\\\\\\\\

o myself already...

N




| used fo take things

71 doesn as they come...
Il gather up r;ua g
~ if don't \\ But in times like
m:::ugqe succeed, | \\ this, you need
> anyway! 1o become /' |/ ;
' stronger. }

| have to depend on
my own hands fo
open the gates fo

If | keep being
afraid of getting\ /AN
hurt, then | \
won't be able =
to do anything /

atall.

|
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Only if | use my
own hands!

T\ WHAT? YOU CAN'T
' CONTACT THE HEAD

/ OF PUBLICITY?

WHAT A BOTHER!




ToTHINK |7 Gt B
THAT SHE | [ &
CoULD ==
SLEEP

\
50 SOUN- |

| sHe's goT
| MORE THAN

e

ENOUGH
GuTs...

> L= THOUGH A LoT
L /| NS/ W OF GUESTS
HAVE ARRIVED.

OH,
/ KANEHIRA-
| SAN, YOU'RE




M 1 #

[\ A

ONLY SOMEONE
WHO DOESN'T
KNOW HER OWN

LIMITS WOLLD BE

BOLD ENOUGH TO

SAY SOMETHING

LIKE THAT.

S

= e, m\/
i SHE SAID THAT SHE \TA

WANTED TO JOIN THE
| AUDITION FOR AYUMI'S |
PARTNER, 50 SHE'S |

BEEN WAITING SINCE |

THIS AFTERNOON. /

ATl

GE GIRL,

aP
TA

BUT SHE'S SO

THICK-SKINNED,

SHE JUST SAID
THAT SHE

UNLESS SHE

1%

GAVE IT A TRY...

|

1
WOLILDN'T KNOW \l SOMEBODY WHO CAN
| MATCH AYUMI'S SKILL
N\

I ALREADY TOLD HER
THAT IT'S USELESS
BECAUISE WE NEED

ONSTAGE...

= 1‘!\55

""‘{\\ :1?\ \ \\\\\\ '

| you SAY7 | _—

‘A’ YEAH [ ‘ [



I TOLD HER THAT ONLY |-

ENOUGH, AND
THEN SHE...

wWHO was IN /|

THAT POPULAR (|||
PERIOD .| |
DRAMA... U |

SOMEONE WHO CAN ., -
MATCH AYUMI'S TALENT |k
WOULD BE GOOD /],

| WHAT DID
\ You TELL
| HER?

AH! A%

~

S

L ITATRY.

AND THEN SHE
SUDDENLY
SAID SHE
WOLILDN'T

KNOW UNLESS
SHE GAVE

\

P

I
et Il
ll AHH! THE GIRL | “,I‘ I

\

YOU HAVEN'T |
) RECOGNIZED |
HER YET?

SHE'S T
7

\ KITAJIMA! |




SHE mMaY
HAVE BEEN
) BLACKLISTED
FROM THE
WORLD OF
ACTING,

'\M\HWUHJ\,L

YOU WOULDN'T
RECOGNIZE HER

AT ALL. SHE LOOKS SHE'S THE ONLY
JUST LIKE AN PERSON AYUMI
ORDINARY GIRL WHEN HIMEKAWA
SHE'S NOT ACTING ACKNOWLEDGES

ONSTAGE... AS A RIVAL!

SHE WAS ABLE

=
7 IN "THE MIRACLE l

TO ACT OUT AN
WORKER", THEY ENTIRE PLAY ALL

) BOTH PLAYED THE Hied BY HERSELF IN

—/ "ROLE OF HELEN | I THE NATIONAL

KELLER, DRAMA

COMPETITION,

7

[/  AND SHE BESTED =
| AYUMI HIMEKAWA'S
) HNDINE THEATER FOR
AND YET SHE FIRST PLACE IN THE
WON THE BEST

SUPPORTING ACTRESS
AWARD* INSTEAD OF
AYUMI,

AUDIENCE'S CHOICE /
AWARD.

AND SHE AND

AYUM! ARE BOTH vié [ I WAS
CANDIDATES FOR DEEPLY
THAT LEGENDARY

BY HER  MOVED
MASTERPIECE.. i

-~ L \
THE CRIMSON 4 &
GODDESS! | (“ & .

/7

*TRANSLATOR'S NOTE: MAYA WON THE BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS
AWARD, NOT THE BEST ACTRESS AWARD AS REFERRED TO IN PREVIOUS VOLUMES



£

AND THEY SAD
THAT IT WAS ABLE 1~
TO DRAW IN A

I ALSO HEARD
ABOUT HER RECENT
| PERFORMANCE AS
] PUCK FROM 4
| MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S

DREAM AT THE
1 OPEN AIR

=
‘tﬁy\;ﬁuvnomum.
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/
f H- ('
/ ARE youz| THIS IS THE )
MY NAME \ PRODUCER,
15 MAYA KANEHIRA-

oL
ot
2y

/A

I/

~ ISN'T THE

WEATHER FINE? |
T'M VERY 1\ 2
PLEASED TO BE | >
- ABLE TO MEET | N Y
= vou.  / \ n 4
THIS STORY IS ABOUT PLEASE KITAJIMA-
TWO PRINCESSES WHO LET ME! SAN
HAVE EQUAL CLAIM TO I BEG I HEARD
INHERIT THE THRONE, OF You! THAT You
EVEN THOUGH THEIR WANT TO
CIRCUMSTANCES HAVE 1 JOIN THE
BEEN VASTLY ALDITION?
DIFFERENT.

2 s at

N

N
e

y 7
7
L N
‘- |
¥ ' \/ \ ’%‘y/é
&y ) g2 W
ﬁ T#é&'éé? ;) Q"'m"} ) VIZN T WHICH 18 why, IF
o cannor Be  {E, \—4@' ad 4 AYUMI IS THE LEAD,
4 LESS SKILLED | mesgeglse Igﬁes%
TN BTM.. WHAT T MEAN 15 TME SAME. O
SHE MUST HAVE &8 AT TiE THO
THE T 1 C (8 MUST EQUALLY
THE PRESENCE

= compLEMENT AcH Lz 7 T
‘ OTHER ONSTAGE. | %

IS
SWAS
=

TO MATCH.



PO YOU HAVE
THE CONFI-

DENCE IN ~

YOURSELF? ,.;(




THE OTHERS WHO WILL |~ =
BE PARTICIPATING IN THE
AUDITION ARE ALL
EQUALLY TALENTED
ACTRESSES WHO WERE |\\\
HAND-PICKED BY THEIR |\
RESPECTIVE THEATERS. \

———
_
=

N\

N

“TLLBEON
TIME FOR
SURE!

N YOU CAN ASK

= /
THE PEOPLE ksu N
IN THE OFFICE |

FORTHE | b
DETAILLS.




’\‘stq,i

YOU HAVEN'T
EVEN GONE
THROUGH THE

AUDITION YET! [

HEY...

WAIT...WAIT o/ V
A MINUTE!

}\—f—\{-—
LE:'/

|




|

' S Hey! (,owaz‘i The test begins
watie Tt e vgms ) ati0 AM
| OVER THERE! |
perform Al
7 On the

here...
third

“N.andldbe

that much
— closer fo The The Two Princesses
B Crimson The role of the other

princess...

= Goddessl

- [
S '
_ _ ! YOU'RE NOT
Masumi Hayami.. § &\ P EVEN GOING

TO BE IN THIS

That jerk!
PRODUCTION.

I
\¢& A,\

Just thinking
. about him makes
-~ wy blood boilt

I don't care
if | don’t get
- to perform

at Athens!

Since | won't =2
S be performing —=
I Imightaswellgo  at Athens,
through this
audition!

B [l focus my =
= efforts on this
one goal!




Ayumi and
Tsukikage-

7
7
A

it /‘ '—/

1 will do

)

L]

B .

will cateh

~Twillt 1

Il cateh up

9]
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§ U Daito [
| Corpo-|.-
ration =

g
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( T THINK I'M GETTING
USED TO YOUR
TACTICS.

T HEARD THAT
MAYA KITAJIMA'S
PARTICIPATING IN
THE AUDITION FOR
AYUMI'S PARTNER

OVER AT THE NITTEL.

7 A A




YOU MIGHT THINK WELL OF \
THOSE FRIENDS OF HERS FROM

TSUKIKAGE THEATER AND

IKKAKUJU THEATER,

5~ ?\.” v\."

L

BUT AT THE SAME TIME,
YOU'VE ALSO REALIZED

BECAUSE I'D

REFUSAL OF
HER ROLE...

THAT SHE'S NOT MEANT HEARD THAT

TO KEEP PERFORMING SHE WAS

WITH THEM IN THE GOING TO
LONG RON. § || e NrrTEL..

\
N S
THAT'S WHY You
| DELIBERATELY SET THINGS

UP SO THAT THEY'D GET

X 10 PLAY AT THE ATHENS,
BUT THAT SHE'D BE
LEFT OLIT.

IT'S BECAUSE
OF WHAT JusT
HAPPENED AT
THE NITTEI, AM
I CORRECT?

YOU KNEW THAT SHE'D
LOST HER CONFIDENCE
TO COMPETE WITH
AYUMI, WHICH 1S WHY
YOU INTENTIONALLY

_ MANIPULATED HER!

YOU ALSO KNEW THAT
SHE WOULDN'T ADMIT |
DEFEAT TO YOU, 50
SHE'D DO HER BEST -
TO PASS THE ALDITION
AND PERFORM AT
THE NITTEL

¥33

> 7 ' V4
jui 45T SINCE MAYA'S BARRED
L[ FROM THE ATHENS, AS
3{ SOON AS SHE HEARD
I[7 ABOUT THE AUDITION AT
THE NITTE], SHE WOLLD
, HAVE FOLND A WAY
) O GET IN.




JL

[ YOUR POWERS
OF DEDUCTION
ARE QUITE
IMPRESSIVE,
MIZLIKI.




WHY... THEN
WHY DO You
TREAT HER

Masuwmi-
sama!

. TONLYLED
= ( HER TO
| DISCOVER THIS

= AND CAN You
~“7 HONESTLY SAY
0 THATTHIS IS
ALSO FOR THE
THAT FOR DAITO, CRIMSON
SHE'S JUST ANOTHER ~ GODDESS?
PIECE OF VALUABLE
MERCHANDISE THAT
YOU CAN'T ALLOW
TO BE BROKEN?

S




couLD you
PLEASE BREW ME |
ANOTHER CUP )

OF COFFEE,
MIZUKI-KUN?

I'M SUCH AN IDIOT! T
ALMOST CONVINCED
MYSELF THAT You
WERE A GOOD
PERSON...

By the time '
| did notice if,
the stoplight
had already
changed back ||

| 'She’s on the other side
of the road,

== And I'd thought that
the stoplight would always
stay red.

When did it change to yellow?




YOUR
CLOTHES WILL

GET DIRTY!

.
/7..__

Himekawa

Residence

HAPPENED TO
THE AUDITION
FOR YUKARI
KITAZONO'S ROLE?

EH? WHAT'S




SHE'S ALSO
JOINING THE
ALDITION? OH!
I LINDERSTAND.
THANK YOU.

S

> =
§ Mayal! You've Z— UH-HLH. AND THERE'S
= finally crossed =, ALSO REM| FUJIKAWA
= paths withme =3\\° FROM JAZZ THEATER, | |
= agad S AND YOKO LEGUSA
/7/7 -.\> FROM DREAM PRO.,
////// f(i ,,\\\\\\ AND...
i 4“’,":(,.
.“'»" \ .‘\(
The Two Princesses
The other princess...
\\\\\\\\\\“m //////// My pariwer... Z4
\ ‘ ==
§\\ She’s aligned her %
§ goal with my own, Z=
= andnowshe's = AYUMI-SAN. .
% heading in my :§ HELLO?
= diretion.. S
= N
/4//// N\ -




9:45 AM

B She's coming // \J// ﬁ/ /
— Wy Way.. \// /




[NITTEI




