
Diabetes Ulcers: Causes, 
Symptoms, and Treatments 
Diabetes is a chronic health condition that affects millions of people worldwide. One of the 
complications of diabetes is the development of ulcers, which can cause significant pain, discomfort, 
and in severe cases, amputation. This article will discuss diabetes ulcers, their causes, symptoms, 
and treatments. Diabetes Ulcers. 

What are diabetes ulcers? 

Diabetes ulcers are open wounds or sores that develop in people with diabetes, typically on the feet 
or legs. These ulcers are caused by a combination of factors related to diabetes, including nerve 
damage, poor circulation, and decreased ability to fight infection. High blood sugar levels also 
contribute to delayed healing of the ulcers. Diabetes ulcers. 

Diabetes ulcers can be very serious and lead to infections, gangrene, and even amputations if left 
untreated. Treatment typically involves managing blood sugar levels, improving circulation, and 
keeping the wound clean and protected. Surgery may sometimes be necessary to remove infected 
tissue or improve blood flow to the affected area. Regular foot examinations and proper foot care are 
important for preventing diabetes ulcers from developing in the first place. Diabetes ulcers. 

 

Causes of diabetes ulcers 

Diabetes ulcers are caused by a combination of factors related to diabetes, including: 
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1. Nerve damage (neuropathy): High blood sugar levels can damage nerves in the feet and 
legs, leading to a loss of sensation. This means that people with diabetes may not be able to 
feel pain or discomfort in their feet, making it more likely that they will develop ulcers. 

2. Poor circulation: Diabetes can damage blood vessels and reduce blood flow to the feet and 
legs. This can make it harder for the body to heal wounds and fight infections, increasing the 
risk of ulcers. 

3. Infection: People with diabetes are more susceptible to infections because high blood sugar 
levels can impair the immune system. If an open wound or ulcer becomes infected, it can be 
difficult to treat and may lead to complications that are more serious. 

4. Trauma: Even minor injuries, such as a small cut or blister, can lead to ulcers in people with 
diabetes. Because of nerve damage and poor circulation, these injuries may go unnoticed or 
take longer to heal, increasing the risk of infection. 

5. Poor foot care: Neglecting to properly care for the feet, such as not keeping them clean and 
dry or wearing ill-fitting shoes can increase the risk of developing diabetes ulcers. 

Symptoms of diabetes ulcers 

The symptoms of diabetes ulcers can vary depending on the severity and location of the ulcer but 
may include: 

1. Open sores or wounds that are slow to heal 
2. Redness, swelling, or tenderness around the affected area 
3. Drainage or pus coming from the ulcer. 
4. Black or brown discoloration of the skin around the ulcer 
5. Pain, especially when walking or putting pressure on the affected area 
6. A foul odor is coming from the wound. 
7. Fever or chills, which may indicate an infection 

It is important to note that some people with diabetes may not experience any symptoms, especially 
if they have nerve damage that reduces sensation in the affected area. Regular foot exams are 
crucial for detecting ulcers or other problems early on. 
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How to prevent diabetes ulcers 

Preventing diabetes ulcers involves managing blood sugar levels and caring for your feet. Here are 
some steps you can take to reduce your risk of developing diabetes ulcers: 

1. Keep your blood sugar levels under control: Consistently monitoring and managing your 
blood sugar levels can help prevent nerve damage and circulation issues that can lead to 
ulcers. 

2. Check your feet daily: Inspect your feet daily for any signs of redness, swelling, blisters, or 
sores. If you notice anything unusual, consult with your healthcare provider. Diabetes 
ulcers. 

3. Practice good foot hygiene: Wash your feet daily and dry them thoroughly, paying special 
attention to the areas between your toes. 

4. Wear comfortable shoes: Choose shoes that fit well and provide good support. Avoid high 
heels, flip-flops, or shoes that are too tight or loose. 
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5. Avoid walking barefoot: Wear shoes or slippers, even indoors, to protect your feet from 
injury. 

6. Don’t smoke: Smoking can reduce circulation and slow healing, increasing the risk of ulcers 
and other complications. 

7. Get regular foot exams: Schedule regular foot exams with your healthcare provider to 
check for any signs of ulcers or other foot problems. Diabetes ulcers. 

By following these preventative measures, people with diabetes can reduce their risk of developing 
ulcers and other foot-related complications. 

Diagnosis of diabetes ulcers 

The diagnosis of diabetes ulcers typically involves a physical examination of the affected area by a 
healthcare provider. The healthcare provider will look for signs of open sores or wounds, redness, 
swelling, and tenderness around the ulcer. They may also check for signs of infection, such as 
drainage or pus from the wound. 

In some cases, the healthcare provider may order additional tests to assess the severity of the ulcer 
and determine the best course of treatment. These tests may include: 

1. Blood tests: Blood tests can check for elevated blood sugar levels and signs of infection. 
2. Imaging tests: X-rays, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), or computed tomography (CT) 

scans can help determine if there is any damage to bones or tissue beneath the ulcer. 
3. Biopsy: A small tissue sample from the ulcer may be taken and sent to a laboratory for 

analysis to check for signs of infection or other abnormalities.Diabetes ulcers. 
4. Doppler ultrasound: This test can assess blood flow to the affected area and detect any 

blockages in blood vessels. 

Overall, diagnosing diabetes ulcers requires a comprehensive evaluation by a healthcare provider to 
determine the best course of treatment and prevent complications. 
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