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PHOTO:  KEN MACPHERSON





3.

Good afternoon and welcome to today's Ladbrokes Championship match against 
Arbroath.

I would like to welcome Dick Campbell, his brother Pink, and the rest of the coaching 
staff, directors and players to the Caledonian Stadium this afternoon, backed by their 
faithful away fans, for what will be another very competitive league game.

We had two disappointing trips to Dundee, where firstly we lost 1-0 in a tight match 
against Dundee in the Betfred League cup that saw us exit the tournament.

There was nothing much between the sides and whilst we had a few chances in the first 
half we didn?t look sharp enough at the other end to get the equaliser that we needed 
on the day, which was hugely frustrating.

Last week saw us take on the Tangerine side of the city and, whilst our overall 
performance was ok, we failed to take big chances we created at 0-0 and 2-1 and 
ultimately we gave away soft goals that saw Utd deserve to win the game, but, not by the 
margin it finished. 

We simply have to be clinical in both boxes in terms of scoring and defending. We spoke 
after the game as a group and got a lot out of the discussion to take forward this week to 
show the improvements that are required to win any game of football.



Arbroath had a very encouraging point last week to start a new chapter in the Championship after 
their superb tit le win last season that saw them glide away to the tit le with games to spare.

Dick has added good experience and know how to his squad in the summer and they will compete for 
every point over the course of the season.

He has done a remarkable job down the years with several tit les and promotions under his belt and is 
one of the most knowledgeable managers in the game. He will have a distinct plan and belief of what 
he and his squad are capable of achieving. 

Today we simply must concentrate in what we need to do to be successful and that is playing and 
passing at a high tempo, getting crosses and shots in to the area and converting them as well as 
defending bravely. We will need these attributes to overcome the Red Litchies.

We also celebrate the club's 25th year anniversary and, as football has a habit of doing, we face the 
same opposition as we did all those years ago when, Captain, Alan Hercher led by example and got a 
hat-trick in a 5-2 win. 

We will mark this achievement from Herchie with a special tribute by all wearing the number 4 
armbands in his honour and hope that we can commiserate his memory and the birth of the club with 
a victory. I hope Alan?s family and friends have a fantastic day in hospitality today. 

As we play our first home league game of the 2019-20 season, I once again hope you will get right 
behind the lads

Enjoy the match, 

Robbo
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Good afternoon and welcome to the Caledonian Stadium for today's match 
against Arbroath as we begin our home league campaign. 

We're looking forward to today's first home match of the season, it has turned 
into a bit of a bigger game following last weekend's result. The boys are eager 
to get out there and get back to winning ways. 

We know today's match isn't going to be easy, we need to be at our best today 
because Arbroath aren't just going to come up here and lay down. Hoepfully 
we can play really well and get the win. 

Hopefully, with the club celebrating it 's 25th Anniversary, it can be a great day 
with a great result. We're remembering the first skipper Alan Hercher and the 
club being formed 25 years ago. It 's a big day, as players all we can do is our 
business on the park so hoepfully we can get the win, then enjoy the 
celebration after. 

Enjoy the game, 

Carl Tremarco
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Please let me begin by welcoming everyone from Arbroath Football Club to Inverness Caledonian Thistle FC. We 
hope you enjoy your trip to the beautiful Highland capital. We look forward to great football and a competitive 
match, fairly played and with no injuries.   

There are many great things happening at Inverness Caledonian Thistle as we celebrate our 25th anniversary. 
The Championship season is underway and everyone wants to get back to winning ways. As many of you know, 
our first SPFL match on 13 August 1994 was against Arbroath (at home) and ICT won 5-2.  Alan Hercher scored a 
hat-trick at that match, and 10 August is the anniversary of his untimely passing. We extend our best wishes to 
the Hercher family.   

As always, if you have any feedback on how we are doing or suggestions on how we can improve, please send 
them to me at graham.rae@ictfc.co.uk - I?d be pleased to hear from you.  In the meantime, let?s get behind the 
team and let everyone know how special ICT is. 

Please join me in wishing our team the very best for today?s match. Finally, I would like to say thank you for your 
loyal support. 

Graham  Rae 

Chairm an 
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Lawrence Shank land m ade t he headlines as he scored four  on t he 
opening day at  Tannadice t o secure Dundee Unit ed all t hree point s, in 
a 4-1 w in over  t he Caley Jags. 

Shankland signed for United from Ayr in the summer and he certainly 
made a big impression on his United league debut.

John Robertson made one change from the side which had lost to Dundee 
the week previous as David Carson replaced James Vincent. New signing 
Miles Storey made the bench. 

There was a couple of chances early on as the Caley Jags cleared a 
scramble in the box and at the other end James Keatings hit the post after 
being set up by Jordan White. 

Untied did have the lead after 7 minutes on the clock, Shankland fired a 
header past Ridgers after he met Appre's cross in the box. 

Brad Mckay was forced off with a back injury after he went up for a header 
and landed awkwardly. James Vincent replaced him.

Caley Thistle go themselves level after 29 minutes, James Keatings' corner 
found McCart in the middle and his header was somehow saved by Benji 
Siegrist but Walsh was on hand to fire home the rebound. 
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However, the game wasn't level for long as, one minute later, 
Shankland glanced home McMullan's cross from close range to 
make it 2-1 to the home side. 

In the second-half, Shankland completed his hat-trick after 53 
minutes. The striker was found in the middle as he headed in 
Louis Appere's cross for his third header of the game and the 
match ball. 

Jordan White almost got one back as he fired Charlie Trafford's 
cross inches past the post after 56 minutes. 

With ten minutes remaining, James Vincent was called into 
action as he cleared Cammy Smith's effort off the line. 

Shankland had his fourth with four minutes remaining, the 
United striker swiveled in the box and fired his effort low into 
the bottom right hand corner. 
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Today t he club celebrat es it s 25t h Year  Anniversary in poignant  fashion as alm ost  25 years ago t o t he day we faced 
Arbroat h in our  f ir st  league gam e. 

Today the players will wear the ICT25 third strip as a celebration of our first 25 years as a club and two men who have been 
key figures during that time are Graeme Bennett and Charlie Christie.  

Graeme Bennett is a former player and director of football at the club, he featured in the the first game against Arbroath 25 
years ago as he recalled 

?Unbelievable, playing against the same team 25 years later and a year since the day of Alan Hercher?s death so it?s an 
unbelievable set of circumstances.? 

?It was a good atmosphere going into the game at the old Telford Street, you just didn?t know what you were going into as it 
was our first league game. Hopefully it?ll give a spur to the boys playing today as another 5-2 will be welcome!?  

?There?s been ups and downs for the club, loads of great moments. They?ve been a stable club in the Scottish Premiership, 
thats what we?re aspiring to now and hopefully John Robertson can do that.?  

Charlie Christie is working in the Club?s Youth Department now and has been a player, and is a former manager too is 
looking forward to celebrating the club?s 25th year this afternoon.  

Charlie said: ?I was injured and missed the first month of the season in 1994 so didn?t play in the first ever league game but it 
was great to be there. It?s very fitt ing and incredibly poignant what?s come around.? 

?It?s astounding that we have Arbroath here, nearly 25 years to the date of the first game and one year since Alan died. It?s an 
incredible turn of events.?  

?Graeme has helped organised what should be a brilliant day for Herchie, the lounge will be filled with former players and 
hopefully it?ll be a great day.? 

13.



Last year, Alan Hercher sadly died at the age of 52. Today, Hercher will be 
honoured by the club in various ways, as Alan?s friends and family are in 
hospitality for today?s match.   

Today, there will be a minutes applause before the match as a tribute to 
Hercher, each Caley Thistle player will wear an armband with the number 
four on it which was Alan?s old squad number and we?ll see the opening of 
the Alan Hercher enclosure in the North Stand.   Today?s fixture is a fitt ing 
one to remember Alan as he scored the hat-trick 25 years old in our first 
league match against Arbroath.   

Charlie Christie paid tribute to Alan as he said: ?When the Championship 
fixtures came out in late June I remember having a rye smile at the astounding 
poignancy of our opening home match. It is quite incredible that we will play 
Arbroath F.C. on the one year anniversary of the passing of one of the North?s 
most talented and popular football players ever ? Alan Hercher.?  

?It is even more fitting that we welcome ?The Red Lichties? to the stadium almost 
25 years to the day that Big Herchie scored a superb hat trick against them at 
Telford Street Park in our first ever Scottish League match! I remember thinking 
at the time that somebody up there is looking down on us and wanting us to 
have a special day for a very special guy.?  
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?I have been lucky enough to have played with, and against, so many great characters in my career but I can?t 
think of anyone who was held in such high regard in this area as Alan. A fabulous team mate that could always be 
counted on I could recount numerous occasions when Alan would pop up with a crucial goal just when his team 
needed it most; All four goals in the Qualifying Cup quarter final match at Fraserburgh, a brilliantly taken penalty 
in 1992 to get us back in the Scottish Cup tie against St Johnstone, a last minute equaliser against Steve Archibald?s 
East Fife and that late winner against Livingstone in an epic Scottish Cup tie at Telford Street being just a few of the 
many times that the much admired lad from Beauly came up trumps when it was needed most!?  

?I am thrilled that Alan is being remembered by lots of his friends here today and that Inverness Caledonian Thistle 
are recognising one of the club?s true ?greats? ? nobody could ever argue that it is not fully deserved.?
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DAVID BALFOUR IS RAISING MONEY FOR 
W ORLD AT PLAY
David Balfour  is raising m oney for  Wor ld at  Play, a char it y which uses spor t  
and play program m es t o enr ich young l ives facing adversit y. Davie has 
volunt eered at  t he club on Mat chdays in var ious roles over  m any years.

Davie cylced from Inverness to Tannadice for last weekend's game in support of 
World at Play, he will also be raising money at today's game through a bucket 
collection. 

David Balfour said: ?On the 29th of August, I?ll be in Norway, preparing to take part in the 
2019 World at Play bike ride. It?s a challenge and so is raising funds. To do this, I?ll be 
launching a Facebook on-line auction for which lots are being donated.? 

? We?ll be doing a bake sale at work, because everyone likes cake. We?ll be doing a bucket 
collection at today's game against Arbroath. It?s our nearest game to the 25th 
Anniversary. The Castle Tavern have pledged sponsorship. It?s all go.? 

?However, I can?t do anything without you lot and your support. It?s vital in supporting 
World at Play to deliver positive experiences through sport and play to kids who have 
had precious little of either in areas of conflict.?

?If you can, please support me at:

ht t ps:/ /www.just giving.com / fundraising/david-balfour6

Anything you contribute will be brilliant!?
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Arbroath come to the Caledonian Stadium this afternoon drawing 0-0 with 
Queen of the South on the opening day last weekend. The Red Lichties have 
gained two promotions in three years under Dick Campbell, who took the 
manager?s job when the club were struggling in League Two.  

Last season Dick Campbell?s side won the League One title in style, winning it 
by seven points over Forfar. Bobby Linn was among one of five Arbroath 
players in the PFA Scotland League One team of the season last term, the 33 
year-old scored 23 goals in 38 games last season. The other Litchies in last 
season?s team of the year were Jason Thomson, Ricky Little, Thomas O?Brien 
and Gavin Swankie.  

Goalkeeper Derek Gaston has arrived this summer from Morton, Centre-Back 
Robert Wilson from Berwick Rangers, Scott Stewart from Airdrieonians and 
James Murphy on a free transfer.
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Alm ost  exact ly 25 years ago t o t he day, Caley Thist le beat  Arbroat h 5-2 in our  f ir st  ever  league m at ch, 
w it h t he great  Alan Hercher  scor ing a hat -t r ick  for  t he Caley Jags. 

Today, football shows it can work in strange and wonderful ways, as we take on the same opposition. The first 
goal was a simple one for the Caley Jags, Graeme Bennett?s corner was powerfully headed in by Alan Hercher.  

The second goal for Hercher was from a corner again but this time Arbroath failed to clear their lines and it fell 
to Hercher to smash it home. Hercher again caused problems for the Arbroath players, another corner was 
swung in and powerfully headed in by Hercher as he completed his quick fire hat-trick.  

In the second-half, Craig Farnan headed one back for Arbroath to get them back into the match and Downie 
played in Reilly who finished past McRitchie.  

However, Caley Thistle did manage to extend their advantage as McRitchie?s kick out wasn?t dealt with, andPaul 
McKenzie clipped the ball over the goalkeeper?s head.  

The final goal was the best of the match as Graeme Bennett went on the counter attack and he played a brilliant 
ball to Wilson Robertson, who timed his run perfectly, as the winger lobbed the Arbroath goalkeeper to give us 
our first ever three points! 
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ICTFC CODE OF CONDUCT 
Inverness Caledonian Thist le FC will not  tolerate unacceptable conduct  at  the Caledonian Stadium or any away football stadia. 

Unacceptable conduct  is conduct  which is deemed violent  or disorderly. 

Violent  conduct  is any actual, attempted or threatened physical violence against  any person, or intent ional damage to property. 

Disorderly conduct  includes: 

Conduct  which st irs up or sustains or is likely to or is designed to st ir up or sustain hat red or ill will towards people or groups of 
people based on their membership of the following categories: 

- Gender, Race, Nat ionality (including cit izenship) or ethnic or nat ional origin. 
- Membership or presumed membership of a religious group or a social or cultural group with perceived religious affiliat ion.
- Sexual orientat ion 
- Transgender Ident ity 
- Disability 
- Or against  an individual who is perceived to be a part  of such group 
- Using threatening, abusive or insult ing words or conduct
- Displaying or writ ing anything which is abusive or insult ing 
- Using words or conduct  or displaying any writ ing or other thing which indicated the support  or affiliat ion to, or the 

celebrat ing of, or opposit ion to an organisat ion or group proscribed in the terms of the terrorism act  of 2000

All persons entering the Tulloch Caledonian Stadium on a matchday are subject  to these rules, including employees and volunteers 
of ICTFC whilst  discharging their dut ies. 

Any person who engages in unacceptable conduct  will be liable for sanct ions imposed by the club, which may involve possible 
criminal proceedings, eject ion from the stadium, withdrawal of a season t icket  and/ or exclusion from future matches at  the club. 



INVERNESS CALEDONIAN THISTLE FC 

WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME ALL SUPPORTERS TO 

CALEDONIAN STADIUM   

WE BELIEVE THAT ALL SUPPORTERS ARE ENTITLED TO ENJOY THE MATCH DAY EXPERIENCE IN A SAFE AND PLEASANT ENVIRONMENT WITHOUT HAVING TO TOLERATE OFFENSIVE OR 
UNACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOUR FROM PEOPLE WHO FEEL THAT IT IS APPROPRIATE TO BEHAVE IN THIS MANNER 

INVERNESS CALEDONIAN THISTLE, ALONG WITH OTHER CLUBS IN THE SPFL, ARE NO LONGER PREPARED TO ACCEPT THE BEHAVIOUR OF THESE INDIVIDUALS AND ARE TAKING STEPS TO STAMP 
IT OUT 

WE CANNOT ACHIEVE THIS ALONE AND THEREFORE REQUEST THE HELP OF YOU, THE REAL SUPPORTERS, IN IDENTIFYING THOSE ENGAGED IN UNACCEPTABLE CONDUCT 

TO HELP FACILITATE THIS IN A SAFE MANNER WE HAVE INTRODUCED A CONFIDENTIAL HOTLINE FOR MATCH DAYS TO ALLOW FANS TO TEXT THE CLUB IMMEDIATELY THEY WITNESS ANY FORM 
OF UNACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOUR 

REPORTS WILL BE ACTED ON QUICKLY AND YOU WILL NOT BE IDENTIFIED IN ANY ACTION TAKEN

 

IF YOU WITNESS ANY FORM OF UNACCEPTABLE CONDUCT CONTACT THE CLUB IMMEDIATELY AND IN 
CONFIDENCE ON  

07858 929642 

This num ber  is only rout inely m onit ored on m at ch days f rom  1 hour  before unt i l  30 m inut es af t er  t he m at ch. 

Any repor t s out w it h t h is t im e m ay not  be picked up unt i l  m uch lat er . 

Any repor t s requir ing a quick  response out w it h t hese t im es should be called direct ly t o t he club on 01463 222880
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