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By David Evans

- Home hero Elfyn Evans has
. beentoldto push his brand new
. FordFiesta WRCto thelimitin

~ pursuitof an M-Sport hat-trick
atWales Rally GB this week.

The adviceto Evans—himself
chasingasecond home win
inthree years—came from
M-Sportmanaging director
Malcolm Wilson.

Wilson told MN: “Elfyn’s done
itbefore, hecandoitagain. He’s
gotthe speed and sohasthecar.
It’sgoingtobeafantasticevent.”

Fullstory, p2-3
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Evans and co-driver Scott Martin (r) have already scored two podiums during the 2019 campaign

Welshman’s last outing
was on Rally Estonia

EVANS:PLL
ANOTHER

Returning Welshman gunning for a glorious

By David Evans

Back frominjury and
competing for thefirsttime
since July, hometown hero
Elfyn Evans will go route one
in pursuit of asecond Wales
Rally GB victory this week.
The Welshman admits he might
beshortonmatch practice having
missed thelast three rounds of
the World Rally Championship,
buthisabsencefrom atitlefight
has given him clarity ahead of
the Llandudno-based event.
“Idon’tcare what’s going
onatthefrontintermsof
the championship,” hetold
Motorsport News. “I'mninth
orsomethinglikethat,soI’'m
justgoingtogoforit.’'monly
interestedin whatI’'m doing.”
Asked what sortof tacticshe
expected from the trio of title
protagonists—Ott Tanak,
Sebastien Ogier and Thierry
Neuville-Evansreplied: “It’s
hard toknow. Seband Thierry
need topush tomake up the gap,
butthere’sthreeralliesleftand
nobody will want to be throwing

any points away. They can do what
they want, I’'vejust gotto geton
with whatI'mdoing.I’vehad abit
moretimethanusualto prepare
forthis week; usuallyit’sacase
of gettinghome from the previous
round and fitting in asmuch work
asyou can before gettingback in
the car and headingto therally.
“I'vebeen ableto spend some
moretime onthe onboards
and things. Thisis probably
thelongestI've been out of the
car since I've been with M-Sport
andI’'mhonestly really excited
about gettingbacktoit.”

“Elfyn
will be a

BEHIND THE WHEEL OF McRAE'S lEﬂENIlAIIY CARS

Evansinjured hisback at Rally
Estoniathreemonthsago, but was
giventheall-clearforareturnlast
month. The 2017 Wales Rally GB
winner drove arally car again
the week beforelastand wasin
Walestotest the Ford Fiesta
WRCinthe middle of last week.

“Idid two half-daysin the [Ford
Fiesta]R5 car at Greystoke,” said
Evans. “That was greatand the
[R5]MKIIfeltfantastic, butit
was so good tobebackin the
World Rally Car.”

Testing close to Bala, Evans
benefited from mixed weather,
allowinghimtotestthefull
range of settings for the Fiesta.

“Wegotafulldayin,” hesaid.
“Westarted atnineandraninto
the darkness and I’'m really happy
with the way it went. Wefound a
good mix of cornerson theroad
we were on—there was some
quick stuff and some more
tight and twisty bits.”

Evansadmitted he’shopingto
end an apparent Welsh testjinx on
M-Sport winningits homeround.

M-Sport managingdirector
Malcolm Wilson joked: “Itold him,
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comeback to M-Sport’s line-up

when we win, it’s because we
tested in Cumbria. It’s true.
It wasthat way with Marcus
[Gronholm] and when Elfyn
won acouple of yearsago.”

Ogier didmanagea victory
for M-Sportlast year, having
testedin Bala.

“Iknow all about that story,”
said Evans. “Andif Idon’t win
thisyearIthink I'll listen to MW
andnever testin Wales again!”

Ninth into Friday’sfirstloop
of forest stages, Evans knows
the weather could work against
him this week, with the preferred
place ontheroad somewherein
thetop three.

“I'mnotthinkingaboutthat,” he
said. “Ican’tchangeit, sowhat’s
the point? If the weatheris wetand
sh*tty,it’ll be tough, butlikeItold
you before, I started fromacrap
placeontheroadlast yearand
Iwasrunningsecond after the
firstloop on Friday.I'mjust going
togeton withit.”

M-Sportchief Wilsonsaid the
Cumbrianfactory teamhad
doneallitcould for Evans.

“He’s gotanew car and we just

want him to go out there and
useit,” Wilson told MN. “We’ve
seen the car’s got the speed to
winin Wales-we’ve done that
forthelast two years—and we’ve
seen how Elfyn’s matured and
developed in thelastfew years.
He knows what he’s capable of.
Basically, the advicefromusisto
goout, put the thingonits door
handlesand driveitashardashe
can. He’s got nothingtolose and
he’sgoingtogiveit everything.”
While Evans will revel in huge
supportathome, the Myherin
test won’t be quite the same with
fansunable toreach ‘Elfyn’s
Corner’ this time around.
“That’sashame,” said Evans.
“It’satricky one, the stretch of
road we’re usingisfantastic with
the hairpins down to thefinish,
but that was the car park for that
corner in thelast couple of years.
“TI’'vebeen flattered [by the team
behind Elfyn’s Corner], butI'm
solucky to have amazing support
all around thisrally and it really
does help. Thelift from seeing
the flags and seeing the people all
around the placeisreally nice.

I'have tothank them for that.”

M-Sportteam principal
Richard Millener will be looking
after threefactory Fiestas this
week, with Teemu Suninen
and Pontus Tidemand joining
Evans, but the start can not come
soon enough.

“Thave been looking forward to
thisoneall year,” said Millener.
“There’s always something
special about competing athome
and this was the first WRC event
Iever watched -sotocomehere
looking after the teamis areally
special experience for me.

“It’s also fantastic to have Elfyn
back with us. Teemu came into
his ownin Germany and Turkey,
butthere’snothing quite like
Elfyn’s experience —especially
in Wales—-and it’s a big boost for
usalltohave him here. All three
drivers have a pretty good track
record in the Welsh forests.

Teemu won the event as part of
the WRC 2 Championshipin 2015,
and Pontus has never finished
lower than secondin WRC2. As
for Elfyn, well we all know what
heiscapable of athome.”

i Evans will be pushing
s i o to the limits this weekend
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THE LINE-UP OF TALENT
TO SHINE IN THE WELSH

We go through the leading lights of the WRC that are set to do battle. By David Evans

YOTA GAZOO RACING

Ott Tanak

Microsoft

Ott Tanak

Nationality: Estonian

Age: 31

Co-driver: Martin Jarveoja
Car#8

WRC debut: Portugal 2009
GBstarts: 8

Best GBresult: 2nd (2016)
WRC starts: 103

WRCwins: 11

Until he retired, the Estonian
dominated last year's Rally GB like
he has dominated the World Rally
Championship forthe past 18
months. Has to start as a favourite
and, ifthe car holds, then he should be
expected to pick up where he left off
(comfortably in the lead) in Sweet
Lamb last season. He's found that
place where he can win stages for
funand make winning rallies look
entirely straightforward. On top of
that, ifit's wet he's in the best place
on the road on Friday.
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Kris Meeke
Nationality: British

Age: 40

Co-driver: Sebastian Marshall
Car#5

WRC debut: GB 2002
GBstarts: 10

Best GBresult: 2nd (2015)
WRC starts: 102

WRCwins: 5

As his late mentor Colin McRae
did, Meeke enjoys huge support
on his home round of the
championship. And on paper this
is an event that should suit the
Dungannon man'’s attacking and
committed style of driving — there
is some grip in those roads if you're
prepared to risk a little bit to find it.
Second here four years ago, awin
is overdue for the Toyota star —
but his chances hinge, like those
around him, on the conditions on
the opening day.

¢
1

Jari-Matti Latvala
Nationality: Finnish

Age: 34

Co-driver: Miikka Anttila

Car#10

WRCdebut: GB 2002

GBstarts: 17
GBwins:2(2011,12)

WRC starts: 206

WRCwins: 18

Like Ari Vatanen and Markku Alen
that have gone many years before
him, Jari-Matti Latvala is a Finn who
has found his way to the hearts of
British rally fans. Why? It's probably
something to do with the fact

that there’s barely enough room
for sponsor’s logos on his overalls,
his heart takes up so much space. ..
He's a hard trierand a survivor
aswell as avery, very fast rally
driver. Not to mention a bobble-
hatter and the absolute gentleman
of rallying.

Hyundai is desperate for

a manufacturers’ crown

Thierry Neuville
Nationality: Belgian

Age: 31

Co-driver: Nicolas Gilsoul
Car#11

WRC debut: Spain 2009
GB starts: 7

Best GBresult: 2nd (2017)
WRCstarts: 108

WRC wins: 11

Rally GB's about inconsistent grip
and changeable conditions and, to
get the best out of those sorts of
characteristics, adriver has to be
adaptable and pragmatic. Thierry
Neuville grew up and cut his teeth
on Belgian roads offering such
challenges. Granted, that was on
Tarmac, not gravel, but he's a driver
on the same wavelength as GB and
he's definitely a potential contender.
And he's 30 points down on the
championship lead, so he has
absolutely nothing to lose.

AT\ m-\_zssas\‘\\
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Craig Breen
Nationality: Irish

Age: 29

Co-driver: Paul Nagle

Car#42

WRC debut: Portugal 2009

GB starts: 8

Best GBresult: 4th (2018)
WRC starts: 60

Best result: 2nd

Like Hayden Paddon, it's utterly
ridiculous to think that this bloke's
been on the bench (apart fromin
Finland) this season. Twelve
months ago he went into Sunday
just 13.5s off the lead of Rally GB.
A spin in Gwydir left him fourth

at the finish, but the Irishman has
real potential on these stages.
The question s, will he be allowed
to push? He's wearing blue and
orange in Wales and he has a job
to do for Hyundai this week and
might have to look after others.

\

Andreas Mikkelsen
Nationality: Norwegian

Age: 30

Co-driver: Anders Jaeger

Car#89

WRC debut: GB 2006

GB starts: 9

Best GBresult: 3rd (2015)

WRC starts: 109

WRC wins: 3

It's been something of arollercoaster
ofaseasonforthe likeable
Norwegian, but he needs to cast
being dropped for three rounds

from his mind and get on with the
opportunity in front of him. He was
third last time out in Turkey,and a
similar resultin Wales would work
very well for him —and Hyundai's
efforts in the manufacturers’ title race.
Should we expect more from a driver
who has lived on the fringes of the
Clocaenog forest and knows these
roads and conditions well? Probably.
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M-Sport man Evans will be
seeking a maiden 2019 victory
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Elfyn Evans
Nationality: British
Age: 30

Co-driver: Scott Martin

Car#33

WRC debut: GB 2007

GBstarts: 7

GBwins:1(2017)

WRC starts: 84

WRCwins: 1

Forget the fact that he's missed the
last three rounds of the championship
(backinjury); this most local of

local heroes candoit. He doesn't
necessarily know these roads any
betterthan hisrivals, but he's got

the same sixth sense that serves
Sebastien Ogier so wellinthe
mountains around Gap. What Evans
needs is self-belief. He's improved
no end in this direction this season,
but this week he needs to truly believe
that he can win from further down
the order on Friday. He can doit.

Teemu Suninen
Nationality: Finnish

Age: 25

Co-driver:Jarmo Lehtinen

Car #3

WRC debut: Finland 2014

GB starts: 4

Best GBresult: 11th (2015)
WRCstarts: 51

Bestresult: 2nd

Doesn't have massive experience
of these roads, but Suninen has
shown time and again that he's a
driver who can make the best out
of only having a rough idea of what
to expect from arally. Looks to
have benefited from slotting the
super-experienced Jarmo Lehtinen
in alongside him and comes to
Wales on the back of a couple of
very, very strong performances in
Germany and Turkey. The Fiesta's
won GB for the past two years and
this bloke could continue that trend.

Pontus Tidemand
Nationality: Swedish

Age: 28

Co-driver: OlaFloene

Car#7

WRC debut: Sweden 2012
GBstarts: 3

Best GB result: 10th (2018)
WRC starts: 48

Bestresult: 7th

Onethingis certain, Wales won'tbe
quite the struggle Turkey was —the
Swede looked all at sea trying to find
away around the rocks last time out.
He may not have massive Rally GB
experience, but he's finished each
of his three starts on the podium

in WRC2 and that will bring an
understanding of what the roads
are about. A steady run through
Friday could serve him welland

give him a better place on the road
forthe weekend. Top six would be
agreatresult.

Sebastien Ogier
Nationality: French

Age: 35

Co-driver:Julien Ingrassia
Car#1

WRC debut: Mexico 2008
GBstarts: 11
GBwins:5(2013,14,15,16,18)
WRC starts: 147

WRCwins: 47

The master. This bloke had no
business winning last year's Wales
Rally GB event, but he dug deep —
quite possibly deeper than ever
before —and matched his car’s
searing pace with the ultimate
bravery in a final-stage display
around the Great Orme that still
beggars belief. The Citroen was
atthe races last time out in Wales,
and if anybody knows how to get
aC3totheverytop stepona
Sunday afternoon, it’s this

six-time world champion.

Photos: Toyota Gazoo Racing. mcklein-imagedatabase.com
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The troublesome Citroen
has been a winner this year

Esapekka Lappi
Nationality: Finnish

Age: 28

Co-driver: Janne Ferm
Car#4

WRC debut: Finland 2011
GBstarts: 3

Best GBresult: 3rd (2018)
WRCstarts: 53

WRC wins: 1

Introduced himself to Wales by
backing a Skoda Fabia R5 into a
tree on the Myherin opener three
years ago. Since then he's knuckled
down and worked really hard to ‘ e e
understand what makes Rally GB pn 2 o g
tick. A podium position last year

is a solid indication of two things:
he's afast learner (that was only

his third start); and he's going to
be in contention this time around...
provided he can get the front of
the car tuned in and doing what

he wants.

_— G o

Lappi: three 2019 pos
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World Rally Championship standings
After11/14 rounds

-l POs |DRIVER
Ott Tanak

| CAR |POINTS
Toyota Yaris WRC (210
Sebastien Ogier | Citroen C3WRC |193
Thierry Neuville Hyundaii20 180
Andreas Mikkelsen | Hyundaii20 94

Kris Meeke Toyota Yaris WRC |86
Jari-MattiLatvala | Toyota Yaris WRC |84
Teemu Suninen Ford Fiesta WRC
EsapekkaLappi | Citroen C3 WRC
Elfyn Evans Ford Fiesta WRC
Dani Sordo Hyundaii20
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— MANUFACTURERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 3
World Rally Championship standings
After11/14 rounds

; Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT 314
Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT 295
Citroen Total WRT 259
M-Sport Ford WRT

Tanak has a points lead to
_.s Protect on Wales Rally GB

OW WALES RALLYGB
3LOCKIN THE CHASE

David Evans examines the route that has got us to Wales Rally GB and the three-way

urkeysdon’t vote
for Christmas
and, it would
seem, World Rally
Championship
protagonists don’t
vote for Turkey.
For the second year in succession,
the Marmaris-based event shoved
astick in the spokes of two of the
three men chasingthe top of
thetable.

Last yearit was Ott Tanak whorose
while Thierry Neuville and Sebastien
Ogier fell. Last month Ogier wasin the
Asian ascendancy asthe Turquoise
Coast terrorised Tanak and Neuville.

Therefore, as we head to this week’s
Rally GB, Tanak is 17 points up on
Ogier, with Neuville a further 13 back.
There are three rounds—GB, Spain and
Australia—-remaining and a possible 90
points on the table. Butlet’slook further
intothe numbers, and beyond the fact
that Ogieris five-nil up on both Tanak
and Neuvillein terms of Welsh wins.

Citroen star Ogier has dominated
Britain’sround of the WRC for five of the
pastsix years. And even on the one that
got away, in 2017, he wasn’t too stressed,
ashisthird place meant he celebrated
afifth world championship title.

If we wind back to 2013 and the start
of the Deeside-based era of Rally GB,
Ogier has been fastest on 36 of the 128
stages. He’sled for 93 of them —that’s

72% of the stagesrunin the past six
years. Between Jari-Matti Latvala’s
winin 2012 and Elfyn Evans hitting
thefront on thefirst run at Myherin
in 2017, nobody except for Ogier had led
thisrally. That equated to a 1852-day
rule at the very top of the timesheets.
Thatisexceptional, andisalsothe
reason why Ogier is a favourite tomake
it six Rally GB wins from seven.
Furthermore, he arrives on the back
of that superb victory in Turkey. But
the man himself isnot so sure. “We
wonthelastround,” he says. “But
that doesn’t mean everythingisright
straight away. We still have work to
do, we still have tofind more pace and
find a good set-up for the car for Wales.”
Ogier’smood is balanced by the fact
that, three weeks before champagne
in Turkey, there was abject misery with
seventh place and a country mile off
the pacein Germany. Thereigning
championisarealist—the Citroen C3
WRCis gettingthere, but there’sa
way to go yet.
His own team aside, Ogieris very
well aware that the biggest hindrance
towards keeping the crown on hishead
is Toyota star Tanak. The Estonian has
won 21 Rally GB stages and led for 14 of
them —and all 14 of those werelast year,
when he slaughtered the very best of
the best. His Yaris WRC hit the front
in Clocaenog, first thing on Friday
morning, and hisrivals didn’t see him

for dust. He built alead at will and was
well and truly in control of therally
when he turned into a left-hander on the
hill towards Hafren out of Sweet Lamb.
The sumpguard of his Toyota duginto
the surface and sheared, slicinginto the
car’s waterworks and forcing Tanak

to stop on the other side of the corner.

That onereally hurt—talk to him
aboutitnow, and the painis still there.
Andthat’s another part of what makes
Tanak so dangerous this week. He’s
fuelled by more than the chase for the
championship-he wants revenge on
therally that broke his heart 12 months
ago.Putthistohim and helaughs, but
it’strue. And he knowsit.

Sothe six-year Rally GB stats favour
Ogier, but what about the indications of
form we’ve had across the 2019 season?
Since the start of the campaign in Monte
Carlo, Tanak has won 61 of the 202 stages
run, Neuvilleisnext on 34, while Ogier
hastopped 21. Toyota struggled last
time outin Turkey, where the Yaris
WRC wasn’t able tomatch the pace of
itsrivals, but that was a one-off.

“Tobe honest, we didn’t expect to be
thefastestin Turkey and now, hopefully,
the difficult events are behind us,” says
Tanak. “Therallies coming now are the
ones where we have been strongand
we’ve had a good performancein the
past.I'mlooking forward to Wales —1like
thatrally. What happened last year, the
teamis confidentit won’t happen again.

We’ve been through enough corners
similar to that without any trouble.

“The character of theroads [in Wales]
isreally nice, butitisdifficult. The
conditions can make it complicated —
we’ve got some drivingin the night
coming, and when that happens you
can always have the fogand therain.
Itcan be tough. It’s also one of the most
demanding when it getsmuddy —the
grip changes all the time, and trying
to get afeeling and some confidencein
these conditionsisnotsoeasy.”

Priorto Turkey, Tanak was sitting
pretty with a33-pointlead. AnECU
failure on the second morning, allied
to Ogier’s masterful drive, cut that
advantage by 16. “Of course Turkey was
disappointing,” says Tanak, “but atthe
same time maybe it only cost us four
points. LikeIsaid, we didn’t expect to
befastest there, but that wasn’tas hard
as Sardinia [where the powersteering
failed on the final stage and he fell from
first tofifth]. That was bad. Now I'm
looking to Wales, only forward.Iwon’t
givemore pressure to the team. We
know what we have todo.”

Thirty points down on Tanak after he
went off the road on the second morning
in Turkey, Neuville has to be the outsider
for the title, but what about his hopes for
Wales this week? “Ilikeit,” he says. “It’s
arally where you can attack and make
some good time. It’saniceone.”

Butit’salso an event Neuville has

never won. He’s been on the podium
two of the past three years, but the
Hyundai driver has never genuinely
threatened to show the rest of the field
the way home. Hence, he hasn’tled
the event for the past six years and he’s
‘only’ managed 14 stage wins.

Whatisitthat makes Wales such a
challenge? Ogier talks openly about
how tricky he found the conditionsin
his early years—which you’d never
expect consideringhis debut on the
event 11 years ago. Driving a Citroen
C4 WRC for thefirst time, he made the
best of some of the worst conditions
inrecent memory tolead thefirst
loop. Can’thave been thathard... “But
the next day we crashed,” says Ogier.
“Honestly, it was tricky toread theroad
and understand the grip changes. The
weather that year wasreally crazy with
snow, ice and rain and mud. Crazy.

“Thisrally can offer a very big
difference in the conditions, and it’s
soimportant that you stay calm. We
are goingintothenightagain and
sometimes, especially when you are
inthefog, youare struggling to see the
road, youreally have thefeeling that
you are going too slow. But youmustdo
the best with what you have and you
need toremember the others are going
tostruggleaswell.”

Experience and maturity mean so
muchin Wales. As Ogier’shas outlined,
it’seasy to get bamboozled by the way
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WILL BE A BUILDING
FOR THE BIG PRIZE

tug of war for the ultimate crown

theroadlooks. It can be deceptive, and
not alwaysin abad way.

“Intheend, sometimes the grip can
benottoobad,” says Ogier. “Evenif it’s
wet, the rocky surface can give you good
grip. But then suddenly you can come to
some places whereit changesalotand
grip can be very low —experience helps
youtoreadthatalittle bit better. Early
in the career you also struggle tofind
theright rhythm and you believe that
youneed todrive at 120% to be fast. It’s
maybe only later on, with some more
maturity, that you understand that’s
notthe way towinrallies; it’sa way to be
fast, but maybe not most of the time to
gothetotal distance or to win therally.”

Goingthedistanceiseverythingin
Wales this week, but how the three title
protagonists get thereis opento debate.
They allneed aresult, but Neuville
needs what would be amaiden British
winthe most. “Everythingis still
possible,” says the Hyundai man. “So
we keep pushing. Nothing changes.”

One thing Turkey highlighted was
theneed for a good wingman in what’s
turning outto be an epicfight for this
year’stitle. Citroen’s Esapekka Lappi
backed Ogier up perfectly, and more will
be expected from him this week. Lappi
was onthe podium in third place last
year, and Finns always thrive on a fast
gravel rally. But there’sno shortage of
supportfor Neuville or Tanak either.

Hyundai brings Craig Breen back to

the team (after his mid-season i20
Coupe WRC debutin Finland), and the
Irishman wasright in the thick of the
fight for victory in Wales with Citroen
last year. Between Breen, and that
most Welsh of Norwegians Andreas
Mikkelsen (helived in Ruthin, in the
middle of the GBroute, through his
late teenage years while he was starting
outinthesport), the South Korean
manufacturer puts forward a solid
proposition for GB.

Butthereal strength sits with Toyota.
Northern Irishman Kris Meekeisaman
who knows what’s needed to get the best
out of these woods. He’s been here —
in various cars—10times before and
finished second in 2015. Meeke and team-
mate Latvala both made their WRC
debuts in Wales in 2002. Since then, the
Finn hasbeen ever-present and this
week ishis 18th start on Rally GB.

Latvala and Meeke both demonstrated
their ability to drive for the team and for
Tanak in Turkey. The Yaris wasn’tat the
height of its powerslast time out, but
neither driver pushed in the powerstage,
not wanting to potentially lift points out
of Tanak’s total, while simultaneously
safeguarding their positions for Toyota.
Arepeat of this summer’s German 1-2-3,
with Tanak out front, would be a dream
come truefor the Toyota squad. But
Ogier, Neuville and the conditions
areready, willing and able to play their
part. Get set for an absolute classic. B

Neuville (1), Ogier (c) and
Tanak (r) will do battle

TovoTa
GAZzoo
Racing
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How Rally GB is the tip of the iceberg
for events in Conwy

The World Rally Championship is founded on venturing into some of the world’s most beautiful terrain, taking
the sport of rallying to the people and whether
it’s rain or shine, summer or winter, the stars
are expected to perform at the highest level.

It's one of the reasons Wales has accepted
Rally GB as its home, and has become one
of the key events on the Welsh sporting
calendar, a unique challenge for a group of
drivers truly at the top of their game.

The reason the drivers love the event so
much is the reception of the fans of all ages
who travel to the area from as far afield as
Barbados, and the unique quality of the Welsh g
forest roads, many of which contained within o\~
CONWY County Borough Council area.
This year the event also has a new home in
Llandudno where fans will be able to get closer to the stars and cars than ever before from October 3-6.

The council identified the benefits of the event when it moved north in the early 2010s, and has played a key
role in helping the event to run — and other rallies like the Cambrian, part of the British Championship — year
round. It has become the unofficial county of the rally fan, and without the support of the pioneering and
punch-packing CONWY County Borough Council, it wouldn’t be possible.

“We see events like Wales Rally GB and the
Cambrian Rally which we are the headliner
sponsor of as key in promoting the area and all
the wonderful things people can enjoy whilst
visiting the county,” says Conwy’s Coporate Event
Manager Rachael Gill.

“Both events also attract much needed visitors in
the winter months which is in line with the Conwy
sy e County Economic Growth Strategy ambition to
___- Dying grow winter tourism and encourage visitors to see
hy '%\; °ure daY|nsure we are open for business all year round.

—r

“Major events are part of the DNA of Conwy
County because they are key to our economy
and create a lively and dynamic experience for
residents and visitors.

“Over recent years Conwy County Borough Council’'s events team have attracted numerous national and
international events, bringing hundreds of thousands of visitors to the area and tens of millions of pounds into
the local economy.”

It's unique to find a council providing quite the amount of support to rallying events, let alone the extensive
event portfolio it also boasts in helping to boost the economy year round, and ensure the people of Conwy are

proud to be part of a county which may not be anywhere near the biggest in the
UK, but it punches well above its weight.
The next event on the calendar following Wales Rally GB will provide different C~ :N\NY

monsters to those of the cars. A procession of myth and mystery through
the World Rally Championship, in a new event supported by fire: Winter Light. CYNGOR BWRDEISTREF SIROL

Llandudno on November 16 will bring fire and light — much like the machines in
COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL
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HOW TO MAKE THE MOST

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

FROM THE STAGE SIDE

Nobody knows the route for this year’s Wales Rally GB like the man who drew it.
We’'ve asked route coordinator Andrew Kellitt to give us the inside line

Spectators are set to flock
to Wales Rally GB this year

0, David Evans tells
meI’'ve gotthenext
four daysoff. Allhe
wantsmetodoistell
him whereto go. That,
Icandefinitely do...
Interms of forests
used this year, there’snothingradically
different from inrecent years. There
can’tbe. We’ve used every inch of every
forestroad available to usin the top half
of Wales. We're missing Gartheiniog
due tothe presence of Phytophthora
Ramorum (that’satree diseasetothe
rest of us—not harmful torally fans,
butbad news for the trees) and we’re
not goinginto Clocaenog for the first
timein agood few years. That’s
because of the continued windfarm
developments goingonin the area.
But, therestof theroads areallin there.
One of the biggest changesis moving
the service park from Deeside to
Llandudno. This gives Wales Rally GB
thefirst chancetorunacentral service
parkrightinthe heart of atown. OK,
we did somethinglike this when we had
Ford and Citroen outside the Millennium
building in Cardiff, butIthink the buzz
will be much better in Llandudno.
We’ve got Rally HQ, service, hotels and
restaurantsright herein one place—
finally we’ve got arally town to enjoy.
Alsonew for this yearisthestartin
Liverpool, which is very exciting.
Starting therally outside the Royal
Liver building means we wave the crews
away in England for the first timein 20
yearsandit’s great tohave the chance
toreally take therally to the people.
That’s whereI'd start my spectating
experiencein my virtual four-day
holiday. Actually, one of thereal
treats will be on the way to the

ceremonial start, when all those World
Rally Cars go through the Wallasey
Tunnel;I’dimagine that noise will be
quite spectacular.

The ceremonial start’s always a great
placetolisten to the drivers’ thoughts
ahead of the event, when they’re
interviewed on the ramp, but personally
I’d soak up abit of the atmosphere,
grab some autographs—and possibly
the odd selfie or two—and thenI'd be
onmy way to Oulton Park.

Oulton’s back on the schedule for the
first time since 1993 and there’sno end of
spectating possibilities here. That’s the
greatthingaboutrunningastageata
race circuit, they’re tailor-made to get
fansin and out with minimum fuss, while
offering great access and viewing. Don’t
forget, if you can’t make Liverpool, there’s
an autograph session at Oulton too.

Friday,October 4

It’s SS3and Penmachno 1 first up for me.
ButI'll beinthere very early and going
totheleftin the main car park (take the

“Finally we've
got a rally
town to enjoy”’

Andrew
Kellitt

hairpin left where the car park splits).
This takes youup to themain quarry
area of the stage, which offers great
viewingfor quite alongtime. There’s
space tomove about safely in the quarry
and enjoy the cars from a few angles.

Getting from Penmachno to either of
the stagesinthenextloop—Dyfnantor
Aberhirnant-isnot possible, sodon’t
eventry.Instead, take abreak, get some
lunchin Betws-y-Coed and then go into
Elsi (SS6). You can see a good three or
four cornersfrom the stage access out
of the head of the car park.

If you want alonger lunch, why not
go straight to Slate Mountain (SS8)?
Spectators are well catered forin this
shortstage carved out of aslate quarry.
There’s plenty of standingroom on the
elevated platforms.

Afterthat, it’s up to Llandudno for service
or down to Dyfito bed downinthe carand
getready for alongday on Saturday.

For those who want to do Dyfnant
(§S4/9) and Aberhirnant (SS5/10), the
goodnewsis that they're infantastic shape.
Dyfnant hastheusual spectatingalong
what used to be Irish Corner andinto the
hairpin left closer to the car park.

Aberhirnant second time through will
be special. Head for car park Hand get as
farupthehill as you can. Thisisabout as
high asthe event goesin terms of altitude
and if the cloud’s come down, it’l1 be
incredibly atmospheric; you’ll be able
tohear the cars coming for miles with the
odd flash of headlights, then they’ll just
appear out of the mist before you.

Ifit’'saclearnight,don’t worry, it’ll be
justasspecial-you’ll be treated to an
amazing WRClight show with the
spotlights dancingacrossthe sky. Like I
said, either way, it’ll be a great place to go.

continuedonpage 11

The service park will move from Deeside to the centre of Llandudno this year
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Saturday,October 5

Like yesterday, I've got to make your
choicehere—there’sno way of jumping
between stages. If it’s Dyfi, there’sa
couple of choices for the car parks with
good viewing from both. For me, the car
park on the west is preferable—it offers
agood view of the cars 200ft below you
in whatis one of the classicmid-Wales
stages. We'rerunning at full length this
year and theroad’s in perfect condition.

Dyfiwill be busy, it alwaysis. If I wanted
somewhere a bit quieter, Myherin’s the
place. Spectatingin this one has changed
quitealotfor this year. For thelast couple
of years we've broughtfansin off the A44
and up through the hairpins towards the
windfarm and Elfyn’s Corner.I'm afraid
tosay Elfyn’sfans will have tofind anew
corner this year—the hairpins are going
tobeused as partof the stage.

Because thisis goingtobe Saturday’s
live TV stage, we’ve decided torun the
cars down through those famous Pikes
Peak hairpins—that’ll makeforan
excitingendtoagreatstage. Italsomakes
iteasiertogetthe carsoutandacrossthe
road and into Sweet Lamb Hafren.

We’ve moved the spectator car park
down to the arch on the south side of
Myherin and thisis why it could be the
quietest placein the woods this week —
it’sthe furthest south the event travels.
I’'d say, if you get down there, take
apicnic and stay down there for both
runs of the stage, which won’t be too
long. The good thingis that this area of
Myherinisone of thefirst places that we
putaserious spectatorinfrastructure
into seven or eight years ago. Thefootpath
runsalongside theroad for almost amile
and a half with lots of good placesto
watch —stayingfor both stages will offer
you agreat chance to explore.

Alonger lie-in would mean me going
directly to Sweet Lamb Hafren and
exploring the amazing opportunities
on offerin the bowl and up the hill a bit
further. Asever, this place will be packed
full of people with greatfacilities on
offer. Sweet Lamb’s become aniconic
stage andit does offer the chanceto
watchrally cars almost continuously.

To combine the twoloops, you could
doDyfiinthe morningthenheadto
Sweet Lamb in the afternoon.

Lunchtime on the mid-Wales day
means aremote tyre zone in Newtown,
whichisalways a great place toseethe
drivers and co-driversin theregroup
rightin the middle of the town centre.
There’s potential to slot Newtown in
between Dyfi and Sweet Lamb.

Don’tforget the option of gettinginto
Colwyn Bay to see the cars running
down the promenade at what’sanew
and exciting stagefor this year. If you're
cominginto the town forthefinal action
on Saturday night, come via Rhos-on-Sea,
park up and walk to the far end of the
stagefor ahairpin.

This one’s designed for the spectators

and, with theheadlightson,it’llbe
areal seaside show. The action starts
from early with the Red Bull Matadors,
adisplay of Group Brally carsandall
sorts of other good stuff to entertain
until the World Rally Cars arrive.

Straightinto Llandudno for service
after that. Iknow I’'mnot goingtocatch
theleaders, butit’salways greatto
watch the WRC 2 and Junior WRC
carscomingin.

Sunday,October 6

I'lljoin the majority of rally fans bound
for the B4501 thismorning. The Broad
thatruns down the middle of Llyn Brenig
and Alwen Reservoirisabig

car park for thefinalday. Andit’s the
perfect placetobase yourself.

Theidealistogoin Alwenfirstthing
inthemorning. Given thatitstartsat
0728hrs, I'll belooking ata very early
departurefrom service to getin position
forthe cars coming through.

After that,it’sover theroadfor the
second running of Brenig. Aswasthe
casetwo yearsago, thisone’sthe
powerstage, which means there will be
the chance to see plenty of champagne
celebrations from the driver who grabs
the extrafive points.

Brenigrunstothe same configuration
as before, with lots of viewing potential
from the dam at the south end of thelake.

Anybody who wants a steadier day
away from the woodsis very well catered
forinLlandudno. The Great Orme stage
startsat0926hrs andis an easy drive out
of town uptothe car park on the top of
the Orme. From there, there’sawhole
range of opportunities to watch one
of themost dramatic asphalt stages
around. Andit’sabeautiful placeto
spend a sunny Sunday morning...

Fromthere, you're down andinto
the town centre where you can wait for
the crewstoarrive atthefinish onthe
promenade. There will be plenty of
rally-related activities goingonin the
middle of Llandudno and around the
service park on Sunday and on every
day. But, if you're planningtobase
yourself morein Llandudno, don’tforget
the cars are away from the coastforthe
whole day, from six in the morning until
after seven in the evening on Saturday.

Thefinishramphasbeen a great place
tobeinrecent years, with Sebastien Ogier
celebratingonfive of thelast six years—
and Wales’ own Elfyn Evans celebrating
with afew donuts two years ago.

The one thingI will be aware of this
yearisthetimeit takes tomove around
innorth Wales. We'rerelying heavily
onthe A470, the main north-south,
Llandudno-Cardiff road is the spine
of thisyear’s event, if you like. Traffic
canbe steady there and on all theroads
heading away and into the stages. Make
sure you give yourselves plenty of time
to get where you’re going and berealistic
when planning theroute. ®

Carsrunning first on stages are likely to have an advantage
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Fans are urged to spectate
safely and obey restrictions *
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1330hrs, BT Sport 1

Wales Rally GB
1 Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) Citroen C3WRC
3 Teemu Suninen (FIN)/Jarmo Lehtinen (FIN) Ford Fiesta WRC
4 Esapekka Lappi (FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN) Citroen C3WRC
5 Kris Meeke (GBR)/Seb Marshall (GBR) Toyota Yaris WRC
7 Pontus Tidemand (SWE)/Ola Floene (NOR) Ford Fiesta WRC
8 Ott Tanak (EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST) Toyota Yaris WRC
10 |Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC
11 | Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL) Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC
33 | Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Scott Martin (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC
42 [ CraigBreen (IRL)/Paul Nagle (IRL) Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC
89 | Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jaeger (NOR) | Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC
WRC2 Pro
21 |Kalle Rovanpera (FIN)/Jonne Halttunen (FIN) Skoda Fabia R5 Evo
22 | Mads Ostberg (NOR)/Torstein Eriksen (NOR) Citroen C3R5
23 | Gus Greensmith (GBR)/Elliott Edmondson (GBR) | Ford Fiesta R5
24 | Jan Kopecky (CZE)/Pavel Dresler (CZE) Skoda Fabia R5 Evo
25 |Hayden Paddon (NZL)/John Kennard (NZL) Ford Fiesta R5
WRC2
41 | Benito Guerra(MEX)/Jaime Zapata (MEX) Skoda Fabia R5 Evo
43 | Pierre-Louis Loubet (FRA)/Vincent Landais (FRA) | Skoda Fabia R5
44 | Ole Christian Veiby (NOR)/Jonas Andersson (NOR) | Volkswagen Polo R5
45 | Kajetan Kajetanowicz (POL)/Maciej Szczepaniak (POL) | Volkswagen Polo RS
46 |AlbertoHeller (CHL)/Jose Diaz (ARG) Ford Fiesta R5
47 | Fabio Andolfi ITA)/Simone Scattolin (ITA) Skoda Fabia R
48 | Henning Solberg (NOR)/llka Minor (AUT) Skoda Fabia R5
49 [Marco Bulacia Wilkinson (BOL)/Fabian Cretu(BOL) | Skoda Fabia RS
50 [Paulo Nobre (BRA)/Gabriel Morales (BRA) Skoda Fabia R5
51 |Rhys Yates (GBR)/James Morgan (GBR) Hyundaii20 R5
52 [Simone Tempestini (ROU)/Sergiu ltu (ROU) Hyundaii20 R5
53 | Adrien Fourmaux (FRA)/Renaud Jamoul (BEL) Ford Fiesta R5
54 | Oliver Solberg (NOR)/Aaron Johnston (GBR) Volkswagen Polo R5
55 [Petter Solberg (NOR)/Phil Mills (GBR) Volkswagen Polo RS
56 [ Guillaume de Mevius (BEL)/Martijn Wydaeghe (BEL) | Citroen C3 RS
57 | Gaurav Gill IND)/Glenn MacNeall (AUS) Ford Fiesta R5
Wales Rally B End ofday 3 Red Bull TV
GB,BT Sport review: 2100- B Endofday1
2130hrs, BT Sport 1 review: Friday, 2200-
Friday 2230hrs
B Endofday1 Channel5 M SS15: Saturday,
review: 2230- Saturday 1450hrs
2300hrs, BT Sport 1 B Endofday1 B End ofday2
review: 0040- review: Saturday,
Saturday 0105hrs 2200-2230hrs
BWSS14:1400- B End ofday 3
1500hrs, BT Sport 3 Sunday review: Sunday,
B End ofday2 2200-2230hrs
Sunday review: 0040-
M End of day 2 0100hrs S5Spike
review: 0200- W SS22:1200- H Highlights:
0230hrs, BT Sport 2 1330hrs Monday, 1855-
W SS22:1200- 2000hrs
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Thursday, October 3

0800 | Shakedown | Gwydir(2.90 miles)

1600 | Ceremonialstart| Liverpool

19008 |[SS1 Oulton Park (2.22 miles)

Friday, October4

0610 | Service Llandudno

0718 [SS2 Elsi 1(7.28 miles)

0746 |SS3 Penmachno 1(10.06 miles)

0956 |SS4 Dyfnant 1 (12.05 miles)

1053 |SS5 Aberhirmant 1 (6.37 miles)

1307 | Service Llandudno

1440 |SS6 Elsi 2 (7.23 miles)

1508 |SS7 Penmachno 2(10.06 miles)

1557 |SS8 Slate Mountain (0.99 miles)

1603 | Light-fittingzone| Llechwedd

1811 | SS9 Dyfnant 2 (12.05 miles)

1908 |[SS10 Aberhimant 2 (6.37 miles)

2111 [ Service Llandudno

Saturday, October5

0540 | Service Llandudno

0806 | SS11 Dyfi 1 (16.06 miles)

1008 |SS12 Myherin 1 (14.23 miles)

1102 |SS13 Sweet Lamb Hafren 1
(15.93 miles)

1218 | Service Newtown

1408 |SS14 Myherin 2 (14.23 miles)

1502 |SS15 Sweet Lamb Hafren 2
(15.93 miles)

1619 |SS16 Dyfi 2 (16.06 miles)

1913 [SS17 Colwyn Bay(1.49 miles)

1949 | Service Llandudno

Sunday, October 6

0600 | Service Llandudno

0728 |SS18 Alwen 1 (6.46 miles)

0808 [SS19 Brenig 1 (3.99 miles)

0926 |SS20 Great Orme (2.94 miles)

0942 | Service Llandudno

1110 |[SS21 Alwen 2 (6.46 miles)

1218 [SS22 Brenig 2 (3.99 miles)

1332 | Finish Llandudno

WTHW —) -
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Oulton Park stage will return to the route
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BRINGING ALL THE STRANDS
DYNASTY BACKTOGETHER

David Evans went to Wales to watchrallying’s greatest family enjoy some of Golin

here’salittle bit

of pushing, alittle
bit of shoving,
butintheend
Jimmy comesout
smiling. The other
twolook alittle
miffed. But there’s no shifting the
father-and grandfather—of
rallying’s greatest dynasty.

We’rein Rheola forestin Wales and
have gathered three generations of the
McRaefamily and three cars that helped
bring thatfamily name to prominence.

British Rally champions Jimmy and
Alister McRae, father and brother
respectively of 1995 World Rally
champion Colin, are well-known
inrallying circles. But what about
Max? Maxis McRae Jr Jr: Alister’s
15-year-old son.

With the boysall out toplay, Mrs
McRaehas comealongtokeep aneye
onthem.

Margaretraises an eyebrow at the
scene before her. The three of them
arefinally ready for the picture. Her
husband, the five-time British Rally
champion, is standing on the biggest
rock. Looking down on the other two.

“Oh, he would be, wouldn’the...” she
says, smiling the smile of one who sees
hissortof patriarchallocking of horns
onaregularbasis. Jimmy’s grin gets
abit wider.

The cars—owned by rallying
philanthropist Steve Rimmer-areall
from Colin’s career. And they’re all
things of absolute beauty.

There’sthe Subaru Legacy RS he
used tofinish second on the 1992 Swedish
Rally; an Impreza WRC from Argentina
fiveyearslater and his Ford Focus RS
WRC 01 from the 2001 Sanremo Rally.

Theplanisasimple one: drive the cars,
make some memories and remember
thelegend.

Odd asitsounds, thisistheright wrong
week todoit. We’ve gathered just days on
from the 12th anniversary of aday when
therallying world darkened, when Colin
died inahelicopter crash. But beinghere,
beingin the woods with cars that will be
forever Colin’s cars and being privileged
enough tobe among his family feltlike it
brought him closer again.

Lookingback with these cars was
inevitable, but the day was also very
much aboutlookingforward to the
future of the McRae story. Is Max that
future? It’s too early to say, but the signs
arelookingvery, very good.

Max’s arrival into Rheola wasrock and
roll-especially for a15-year-old. He’d
gonefrom 120mphinaRadicalrace car at
Barbagallo, north of Perth to 17h45m at
550mph aboard a Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner
from Western Australia directto
Heathrow. Landing as the sun said good
morningto west London, he was whisked
directly down the M4, slinging aright onto
the A470towards Merthyr Tydfil and then
west once moreinto Walters Arena.

Injustover24hourshe’d gonefromthe
other side of the world to the driving seat
of uncle Colin’s SubaruImpreza WRC97.

Jetlag? Nota chance. Not when you’ve
gotthe chancetostepinside one of the

most beautiful rally cars ever created.

“Itdoeslook good, doesn’tit,” says
Alister. “Youwouldn’t think it was 20
yearsold.”

There’s very little difference between
today’s car and the one Alister used to
come closest to victory ona WRC round.
Alisterjoined Colin at Subarufor the
1998 RACRally and was runningin
acomfortable second goingintothe
finalday. When...

“Iforgetthe name of the stage [St.
Gwynno], but the fogwasreally bad,”
recalls Alister. “Wehad a problem with
thelights, they were cuttingin and out.
We came out of the twisty bit and thelast
partof theroad wasreally quick. The
lights were still going on and off, so I just
turned them off. Imust have just got
slightly off line in the fast stuff and there
wasaloginaditch. That flicked the car
anditbarrelrolled into oblivion. That
wastheend of that one.It’sashame—
compared tothe carsaroundit, that
wasthebestIeverdrove.”

Alister’s voice trails away as Jimmy
wanders over tojoin us watching Max
climb aboard the blue Subaru.

“Ican’tbelieve he’s gettingin there
todrivethat,” Alister grumbles. “What
wasldrivingat 15? Eh Pops? What did
Iget?Igotarunaround thefieldin
avan... That’snotfair.”

Laughing athim doesn’t help, but the
mood lightens when he remembers
escapingthefield and makingfor the
looseina Sunbeam.

Alister says: “I’d got hold of a Talbot
Sunbeam, I’d gotit out the scrappy,

welded up the diff and got on with it.
Iwas15and Colin had just started
driving [ontheroad,aged17].
“I’d gotthe Sunbeam up and running
and we stuck iton the trailer. The pair
of us were looking around for strapsto
tieitdown-inthe end we got a wee bit of
ropeonthefrontof it.Iwaslookingatit
andsaid to Colin, ‘That gonnabe allright,
Col? ‘Aye Al, befine. No bother. Fine.’
“Itwasmy prideandjoy.I’d beeninthe
garage working on it for three months.
Anyway, Dad knew this guy who had
aquarry where we could takeit todrive
andthat was where we were heading.
The quarry was at the top of a hill,
sowhen we turned off the mainroad
Isaid, ‘Right Col, comeon let’s takeit
off thetrailerandI'll driveitin’. ‘What?’
hesaid. ‘Don’t be stupid. It'l1 befine!’
“Wedroveall the way up thislong,
longhill, stopped and just ashe said,
‘Getthe gate’, helooked in the mirror and
said: ‘Oh...’Ilooked around and I could
see the car slowly rolling off the trailer.
Igotoutand there’sme sprinting afterit.
Ijust gottothe door and thought, ‘Nah’.
“Itwentintotherock of Gibraltar;
smash, boom! And, of course,I'mjust
standing therelookingatitand Colin,
being Colin, he gets out, walks over and
says, ‘That’sf****d, Al’. That wasit.
Nothingelse. Just that.
“Wedraggeditupintothe quarry
anyway and droveitlike complete
hooligans. After that, remember the
Avengerthat Colin borrowed todo his
firstrally? That shell ended up being
completely knackered, soltookit,

stripped it out and rebuilt the Sunbeam
partsintothat for that winter’s season
racingaround thefield. That wasmeat 15.

“Andlook athim, gettingintoa Subaru
World Rally Car!”

Max gives theflat-four just afew more
revs. Justtomake sure he can’thear his
Dad grumbling as he climbsin alongside.

Then they’re away. Leaving a big, wide
open gravel area, Max givesit afew more
revs tobuild someboost, while putting
somelock onto getthe carsliding. He
lookslike he’s warmingthe tyres, but
actually, he’slivingadream.

Margaret starts busying herself with
makingacup of tea, while Jimmy’s grin
couldn’t getany wider.

“He was out withme thismorning,”
hesays. “We werein the Legacy.

“It’s greattohave him herein this
environment. He doesn’t get any of
thisathomein Australia.”

Didheenjoy theride?

“I'think so, butIdidn’t getthe chanceto
look athim-Iwas concentrating too hard
onthedriving. Ididn’t wanttomissa gear.
Hemight have given me thatlook.”

With that, the Impreza fliesinto view
over the famous crest thatleads down to
thefamouslake. Margaret stirsthe tea
with alittlemore vigour and focus.

Jimlaughs: “He’s certainly getting
into the swingof thatthing.”

Afewmorelaps and the Impreza’sback.
Finally, Margaret can enjoy her tea.

The verdict from Alister? “A bitnerve-
wracking,” he says. “Iasked him a couple
of timesif hehad anyidea how much that
car’sworth! It wasfine, but you just never
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SUBARU LEGACY RS
After two attempts at the Swedish Rally — in a Vauxhall Nova and Ford Sierra XR4x4

in 1987 and 1989 — Colin McRae's third start in the WRC's snow round came at the
wheel of this factory Subaru Legacy RS.

Predictably, the then 23-year-old turned heads, but not for the reasons you might
immediately imagine. He finished the 1992 event as high as any other non-Nordic
driver had managed until that point. More importantly, he drove with significant maturity
to ensure a Subaru was at the finish after his team-mate Ari Vatanen destroyed his
caron the opening stage.

Briefly, as he hauled half a minute out of Mats Jonsson’s works-spec Toyota Celica
GT-Fourin afinal-night snowstorm, it looked like he might even win. Second would do.
For now.

Jimmy enjoyed bemg joined by Max Max reli;hed trying the classic cars

OF A SPECIA

Alister was reunited with an Impreza

McRae’s greatest machines

know if there’sarock sticking out or
something—it’s soeasy todamage one
of these cars, especially when you’re
drivingiton aproper stagelikethis.”

The verdictfrom Jimmy? “Iwas very
impressed, especially given that the
fastestrally car he’s driven before this
isafairly standard Citroen C2,” he says.
“Alister was over at ours for Christmas
last year, so between then and New Year
we went away up to Knockhill to give him
aweerun. Intheend he did the same
distance as two Scottish Championship
rounds—the poor guy from Knockhill
came over and said, ‘Is there any chance
hemightbefinished soon? We’ve amedic
hereandhe’s got to go.” He would have
been there allnight goingaround the
track and therallyschool stage.”

Magx, his pillow and his cushion have
already exited the Impreza. They're
hunting down anew home, with the
Legacylooking most likely.

“Thenoise was amazing,” says Max.
“And when it came on boost, the torque
and power—that took a bit of getting
used to. Dad was great, hedidn’t tell
metoslow down, hejustkepttelling
mehow expensive the caris!”

Today is definitely a day of sounds
as well assights. The sight, if we're
honest,isalittleincongruous. The
temperature’sin the mid-20s and the
sun dominates a cloudless sky. This
isnothow weremember Rheola.

The sounds arelike that classic track
that take you back toamagic moment.

ExcepttheImpreza WRC97. The
noiseis sensational, with that harsher

edged tone, butit’s what that noise
cametomean.

“Aye, thatnoise probably cost us
achampionship,” says Jimmy. He’s
not wrong. Continued engine issues—
mainly centred on the cambelt—
cancelled out McRae’s five 1997 wins.
Hemissed a second title by a single
point to Tommi Makinen that year.

Talking of missing titles, four years
onand another one was dropped just
overthe hill from here in the Rhondda
stage, when Colinrolled spectacularly
outof thelead. And the championship.
Ironically, a couple of days after passing
that destroyed Focus, Alister finished
acareer-bestfourthina Hyundai
Accent WRC.

“TheFocusisagood car,” says Alister.
“It’squick andreally nice todrive and
abit quickerthan the Legacy.”

The Legacy was where McRaes Colin
and Alisterreally started tomove on up.
Alister gota Group A car for the 1993
British Rally Championship, while Colin
took hisfirst WRC win in New Zealand
in another Prodrive-built Legacy RS.

“Youjust get thefeeling when you
getintothe Legacy, it’ll goforever,”
hesays. “It was always areally strong
car—andthatnoise. OK, the Impreza
isshorter, more compact and there
wasmore developmentintheengine
and gearbox.”

Mazx chipsin: “Youhave to bereally
precise with the gearbox on the Legacy.
Butmaybethat’sbecauseit’saleft-hand
drive and we only have right-hand drive
in Australia.”

Alister offers the slightly withering
look only a parent can manage. “That’s
because you’re used to sittingin the
middle... of ago-kart,” he says.

“Handbrake works though,” Max grins.

Maxis gone again, this time showing
Grampshow todrive.

“It’s great being able to bring him
here,” says Alister. “Youlook atladslike
[Kalle] Rovanpera or Oliver [Solberg]
and they’retotallyimmersed in this
world. Max doesn’t see any of this.

To give him a glimpse into what we did
and where wedid itisfantastic.”

Nothing, noteven ahead several time
zones away, is enough to dim Max’s
enthusiasm. Astheend of the day
nears, he’s still walkingamong the
cars with alook of absolute wonder.

Thisreally is half a world away from
chasingaseasonin Formula 1000
back home.

“Ijust want todrive,” he says. “Ireally
wantto gointorallying, butif it’sracing
Idon’tmind. It’stough athome, we don’t
have the chancesto gorallyinglike you
doin Europe, butI'll keep practisingon
privateroads. Ireally look upto Oliver
[Solberg], he’snot that much older than
me, buthe’ssoquickinacarandhe’s
really good at all that PR stuff.”

But fornow, maybeit’s game time
again. But which game?

“DiRT,” Maxfiresback, quick as
aflash andloyal as ever touncle Colin.
“Always DiRT.”

Andwith that, the day’s driving
isdone. Mission accomplished,
memoriesmade. B
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SUBARUIMPREZAWRC97Z
The Subaru Impreza WRC97 marked Colin’s first finish in three starts at Rally Argentina.
He was second to Tommi Makinen, a minute down on the Finn's Mitsubishi. The Scot
wasn't a fan of the car's wider track, especially on the narrower roads north of Cordoba
around Ascochinga, but his hopes of tracking Makinen down were really ruined by a
hydraulic problem that affected the car’s power-steering. Makinen's win moved him
further ahead in the championship, but second for McRae in this car ensured he
remained the current Toyota Gazoo Racing team principal's nearest competitor.

o x
I'ORD I'OCUS RS WRC
The Focus RS WRC looked slightly incongruous coming to Wales wearing Sanremo
2001 colours. Don't forget, by then the ltalian classic was an all-asphalt event. A
forgettable eighth was the result for Colin after transmission problems dogged this
car’s run through the Ligurian Alps.



VOLUNTEERS WANTED

To ensure we successfully and safely run the we need the following:
Stage commanders — Time keepers — Radio operators — Marshals

The 100 plus miles stage rally will take place on its historical dates:

61H AND 9TH NoVEMBER POKER & STARS

Using many iconic stages that have just been used on this year’s Nafional event. R ﬂL ; Y
They include Keristal, Ronague, St Marks, Druidale, Staarvey and everyone's !

favourite Baldwin's.

>>> Entries for the rally open 1st August
. . . v
Heavily discounted event travel and accommodation packages are soon to be announced

3% To register your interest please contact our volunteer liaison officer @

QY Alison on 07624 287178 or email volunteers@manxautosport.org

GOLAU GAEAF
WINTER LIGHT

DEFFRO CHWEDLAU A CHREADURIAID
MYTHS & MONSTERS AWAKEN

PENNOD | - 7PM 16 TACHWEDD
AR STRYD MOSTYN AR OL FFAIR NADOLIG LLANDUDNO

DIGWYDDIAD CYFAREDDOL I'R TEULU CYFAN
DAW GOLEUNI AR STRAEON SYDD WEDI BOD YN LLECHU YN Y TYWYLLWCH ERS CANRIFOEDD

CHAPTER 1 - 7PM 16 NOVEMBER

ON MOSTYN STREET FOLLOWING THE LLANDUDNO CHRISTMAS FAYRE

A CAPTIVATING EVENT FOR ALL THE FAMILY
STORIES THAT HAVE LURKED IN THE DARKNESS FOR CENTURIES ARE NOW COMING TO LIGHT

g i

WWW.CONWY.GOV.UK/DIGWYDDIADAU

#YmgolliDyHun n ,

/DIGWYDDIADAUCONWY @DIGWYDDIADCONWY DIGWYDDIADEVENT @DIGWYDDIADAUCONWY




WHAT IS
AVAXHOME?



https://avxlive.icu/

the biggest Internet portal,
providing you various content:
Bl brand new books, trending movies,
fresh magazines, hot games,

recent software, latest music releases.

Unlimited satisfaction one low price
Cheap constant access to piping hot media
Protect your downloadings from Big brother

Safer, than torrent-trackers

18 years of seamless operation and our users' satisfaction

All languages
Brand new content

One site

AvaxHome - Your End Place

We have everything for all of your needs. Just open https://avxlive.icu


https://avxlive.icu/
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KEEPING THE HOME
FLAGS FLYING HIGH

Craig Breen, Kris Meeke and the retur

Meeke:Experience will help

raig Breen
thought about
the question
for amoment.
Then smiled,
there was
nopoint. He
wasn’t about to fool anybody.

Thisis Rally GB number nine for
theIrishman. That’s one more than
Welshman Elfyn Evans and two short
of Northern Irishman Kris Meeke.

The ‘home’ boys know where they’re
goingthis week.

“T'dbelyingif IsaidIdidn’t know the
rally well,” says the Hyundai driver.
“Iknow the combination of everything
they’ve done with the stages over thelast
threeyearsorsoandit’sarally where
Ifeelreally strong and comfortable.”

All three of the BritishandIrish
frontrunnershave spent a good while
in Wales down the years. Meeke started
his career in Dyfiand Evanslivesjust
down theroad from some of the most
famousroadsinrallying.

~
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Meeke’s start positi

Whatdoesthat mean? Whatis
ahome advantage on Wales Rally GB?
“It’snothingto do with theroads,”

says Toyotaman Meeke. “Yes, we’ve
donethose stages afairbit earlierin
our careers but, once you getinto the
world championship, it’slike every
rally—you come back there onceayear
anddrive them again. And youlook at
adriverlike Jari-Matti [Latvala], he’ll
be comingback here for his 18th start
in Wales. That’s a bit more experience
of thisrally than we’ve got.”
Evansagrees with thatand hehas
tobe constantly aware of wherehe’s
treading once therouteisreleased.
Being spotted anywherenear the
stages could be interpreted asillegal
reconnaissance, amatter taken very
seriously by the organisers.
“Tjustdon’tgonear them,” says
Evans. “Not on the bike, notatall.
It’snotaproblem, we'renot short
of mountainstoride upin Wales!
“It’snot quite the same as when
we were doing the British [Rally]
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onwill offer him an advantage over Evans and Breen

Championship and you’d maybe

be in some of these stages ona BRC
round or maybe anational event.
We see them the same as everybody
else, once a year.

“The difference with this rally for me
isthat Ifeel comfortable. There’s no
travel, no airport or time difference.
There’sno hassle—I'm just down the
road and everythingis really familiar.
And, of course, there’s the support.
When we won the event a couple of
years ago, the support was amazing
atthe side of theroad on theroad
sections between the stages and
then in the stages themselves.

That was fantastic.Ijust hope the
weather stays good for everybody
out there watching.”

Breen knows what M-Sport’s team
leader means. Thousands of fans will
crosstheIrish Seato watch this week.

“It’s the closest round of the WRC to
home and it’s great to see so many of
them coming,” says Breen. “For me,
Walesis alittle bit of home too. Having

ning Elfyn Evans will lead the home line. By David Evans

‘Jaffa’ [Gareth Roberts, Breen’s
co-driver who diedin an accidentin
2012]in the car with me for solong...
the people in Wales have taken me in
asone of their own and it’s still a very
special feeling for me to come back
here.Ilovethe place andIlove therally.

“Ithinkitisalittle bit different for
Elfyn. He’s so switched on in those
conditions, he’s one of the strongest
inthat environment.”

Undoubtedly, Evans has an ability
toread theroad and understand the
grip. One thing he does know alittle
bit betteristhe way the weather
worksin this part of the world. It’s
afair assumption that we might be
infor adrop of rain this week and,
depending on the wind direction,
where therain’s coming from. That
sort of scenariois where Evans’local
knowledge might come in handy.

But, when the mist descends on the
Aberhirnant second time through on
Saturday night, it’s every driver for
themselves—local knowledge can’t

Evans (inset) knows all about the changing grip levels on Rally GB

help you when you can barely see a
hand in front of the bonnet.

Isitrealistic to expect one of these
boysto win? Absolutely. Maybe
there’s not quite the same expectation
as when Colin McRae and Richard
Burns were at the height of their
powers, but those were different days.
With the route moving around Britain
much more, the invaders didn’t and
couldn’t have the sort of intimate
knowledge of theroads they do now.

The one possible hindrance to home
ruleis day-one running order. Meeke
will be fourth in, with Evans and Breen
ninth and 10th. The rule of thumb in
Walesisthatit’s better tobe higher
up the order: less muddy, more grip.
Meeke might be OK, but Evans and
Breen could struggle.

“I'mnot thinking about that,” says
Evans. “Istarted from a crap place
ontheroadlast year and was running
second after the first loop on Friday.
Let’sjust geton withit.”

Couldn’t agree more. W
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" = Breen (inset) says Rally GB
= 2 is effectively a ‘home’ round




" -4 "’.‘..-,_t’
-ty ll <
CHESTEREIELED,

TRANSPORTERS.COM

@ \J
. Ty d MOTORSPORT PRODUCTS

Chesterfield Transporters and Ross Brusby would like
to thank Camilus Bradley at CBradley Motorsport, KGP
Engineering, Nick at Carr Prep and Andy at Gravy Sport for
all their help and support that made it possible to finish 1st
FIA approved Escort Mk 1 & 2 radiators

in class atThe Trackrod Forest Stages this weekend. P : _ ,
2 using our 46.7Kw capacity radiator
o i cores. Black powder coat and 12” Spal
fain, only £428.80
Radiator only, plain finish, with Spal fan
brackets only £361.80

Our dry sump tank needs no introduction.
Designed to a specification, not a price. For
the best oil control and deaeration.

For only £253.26

An easy clean version of AHF087 with the benefit
that all internals can be removed for cleaning or
upgrading to AFH170 vertical baffled version.
For only £481.06

Our heat exchanger will keep the engine
oil 10° above water temperature when
used with our radiator.

We would also like to thank Dave Robson for an amazing For only £341.70
job on the Notes.
For any vehicle transport services for your please call us on

01246 398960 or email us on ] |
info@chesterfieldtransporters.co.uk 01432 354 704 | www.ahfabrications.co

Unit 5G Ramsden Road, Rotherwas Ind Est, Hereford, HR2 6LR

-

- T 4
B R
'f'.':&':"-.
N

; 1st in class at the Trackrod Forest Stages, while also winning
e BTRDA[ GpN\Rroducthn cup this weekend.

NOTOREPORT BeRvices 1;

77 f-R would like té congratulate Scott and Garethon coming
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C1-R Ltd, Unit 18, Gainsborough Tradin‘g Esta&te’, Rufford Road, Stourbridge, DY9 7ND
01384 394532 | admin@c1-r.co.uk | @CIRMotorsport

= WWW.C1-R.CO.UK specdiine
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Ford Flesta RS WRC crew of
Preston/Williamson is a favourite ¢ repeat his 2017 National win

PREST N LEADS THE
NATIONAL CONTENDERS

Eight stages and more than 80 miles of action will determine the victor of Wales Rally GB National. By Luke Barry

=

Preston will be aiming to

ales Rally been nice to have a battle with him. THE STAGES

GB National
isan
experience
likeno
other for
homegrown
crews, as it offers competitors
the opportunity to contest exactly
the same stages as their World
Rally Championship heroes.

Running directly alongside the
fully-fledged WRC event since 2010,
atotal of 64 crews will tackle this
year’s contest, which takesin some
of the best forest stagesin the UK
and perhaps even the world.

The contenders
The absence of 2018 winner Andrew
Gallacher opens the door for John
Wink and Roger Duckworth to progress
from their second and third places
respectively last year. Butnumber one
seed Thomas Preston is perhapsthe
favourite headinginto the event in his
Ford Fiesta RS WRC, after winningin
2017 aboard a Skoda Fabia R5.

“We’re definitely going there to win,
100%, that’s the aim,” Preston says.

“We’ll see how we are over the first
few stages butI'll be pushingfor the
win. John Winkisaquickladand he’s
beeninthecaralot, butit’sashame
Gallacherisn’tdoingitasit would’ve

Wink is another strong contender

“It’sone of those events where
anything can happen soeveryone’s
athreatasfarasI'mconcerned.

“Whenyou’'redoingthe BTRDA
events, you'reup against the same
guysall the time so you know where
you are againstthem, buton the
National there’s drivers you haven’t
competed against beforesoit’ll be
interesting to see how we geton.”

Wink, meanwhile,is aimingtobe
inthethick of thefightatthe head
of thefield in his Hyundaii20 R5,
having missed out on the top spot
last year by just over aminute.

“We’ll be trying hard, we would be
disappointed to finish further back
thanlast year [but]it’salongevent
with no service ormanagement,
sowe’llneed luck on oursidetoo,”
hesays.

“Ithink there’ll be afew [different
drivers]towatch and there’s always
adark horse appearingon the
timesheets. Tom [Preston] will go
wellin his World Rally Car and Roger
Duckworth knows the stages well.
We’ll be concentrating on doing our
bestand runningourrace at our pace.”

Duckworth starts the event third
in his SubaruImpreza, with Matthew
Hirstand Alan Dickson both bringing
MitsubishiLancer E9s for what should
be afascinating comparison of pace
between the BTRDA and Scottish Rally
Championship. Welsh legend Wug
Utting will also be in the mix aboard
hisImpreza, while Simon Hay (Lancer
E6)and Theo Bengry (Proton Iriz R5)
could spring a surprise or two.

Dylan Davies leads the two-wheel-
drive contingentin his Ford Escort
MK1 from five-time British champion
Jimmy McRae, who will competein
aPorsche911 for the first time. Tony
Jardinereturns for his 24th bash at
Wales Rally GB buthisfirstatthe

Lanc1a Delta Integrale will take to the stages in the hands of Steadman

TOP 10 WALES RALLY GB NATIONAL SEEL

Wales Rally GB

201 | Thomas Preston/Carl Williamson

NO |DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CER

Ford FiestaRS WRC

202 | John Wink/Neil Shanks

Hyundaii20 R5

203 | Roger Duckworth/Alun Cook

Subaru Impreza WRC S6

204 | Matthew Hirst/Declan Dear

MitsubishiLancer E9Q

205 |Bob Ceen/TBA

Subaru Impreza WRC S9

206 | Richard Ceen/Jeanette Kvick

Ford Focus WRCO05

207 | Paul Walker/Geraint Thomas

Subaru Impreza

208 | Alan Dickson/Martin Forrest

MitsubishilLancer E9Q

209 | Wug Utting/Bob Stokoe

Subaru Impreza

210 | Mark Worley/Hamish Campbell

Subaru Impreza

National ina Lancer E9. Perry
Gardener, Mathew Tordoff and Alex
Waterman are set for a titanic tussle
for R2honoursin their Fiestas.

WRGB National offers spectators
the chance to watch somerarer cars
inactionand2019isno exception.
Mark Ferreday brings his Volkswagen

Beetle and John LeckKie his Proton
Satria GTi, butit’s Matthew
Steadman’sentry thatisset to thrill.
Steadman will try totame a Lancia
DeltaIntegrale akin tothe ones
Markku Alen and Juha Kankkunen
took toRally GB victoryin 1987,
’88and '91.

Atjust under 85 miles, the 2019
route sports some subtle changes
from lastyear's schedule. The total
number of stages is down from
10to eight but the competitive
distance remains the same,
allowing drivers to get their teeth
into longer, meatier tests.

The action starts early on Friday
morning with a run through Elsi,
anew stage to the national itinerary.
Inwhatis a carbon copy of the
international field's second leg,
the demanding Penmachno stage
follows before the short one-mile
spectator stage on Slate Mountain
which returns for its second year.

Afterarefuelin Elfyn Evans’
hometown of Dolgellay, it's off to the
iconic Dyfnant and Aberhirnant tests,
which conclude the day’s action.

Saturday’s stages are further
south and only three are on offer
forthe crewsto tackle, but all three
are absolute gems. Competitors
aretreated to alonger lie-in with
thefirst car setto leave servicein
Llandudno at 1030hrs, before
heading down to mid- Wales for
the 15 miles of Dyfi.

A quick regroup in Newtown and
aspotoflunch laterandit'sinto the
undulating rollercoaster of Myherin
for one of the most demanding
stagesinthe entire UK. The
longest stage of the rally is left until
last with an assault on the iconic
15.97-mile Sweet Lamb Hafren
test bringing the eventto a close.

The winner willbe crowned inthe
centre of Llandudno safe in the
knowledge that they've etched their
name alongside legends that have
conquered the unique challenge of
Wales Rally GB.
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Solberg Jr (1) is now |
ready to run event

SOLBERG JROVERCOMES
LAST-MINUTE RALLY GBPANIC
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Teenager has to resit driving test to make dream debut in Wales alongside father Petter

By David Evans

Oliver Solberg will make his

World Rally Championship debut

in Wales, but the 18-year-old has
told Motorsport News he feared

his dream had turned to a nightmare
lastweek.

Solberghad to passhisdrivingtestin
Sweden tobe permitted to enter Britain’s
round of the World Rally Championship
aspartof atwo-car team with his four-
time Rally GB-winning father Petter.

Solberg Jrfailed the theory section
of thetest on Tuesday and was forced
toretakeit after passingthe practical
drivingtest the followingday.

Hetold Motorsport News: “Ithought
Iknew alittle bit about pressure before
last week. Ididn’t. Iknew nothingabout
pressure. That was alittle bit crazy
coupleof days.

“I.got one of the questions wrong
on Tuesday and when I came out of
thebuildingand they told me I failed,
the whole world fell apart alittle bit.
Icouldn’tbelieveit. It wasmy 18th
birthday on Monday and I spent the
whole day in my room just studying
thebook about the test.

“Iwassoupset.Ithoughtabout

TIN-TOP BATTLERS GO TO WAR AT SILVERSTONE

everything we had planned: my first
drivingin the WRC-nowIwasnotgoing
tobeable todrive those amazing stages
in the [Volkswagen] Polo. And, of course,
itwouldn’t be the samefor my dad, for
ustodrivein Wales together was so
importantforall of us.”

Solbergreturned home, spent another
nightrevisingand came back the next
day and passed.

“Thedriving part wentfine,” hesaid.
“But whenIdidthat, thenit wasthe
theory again. Honestly, I walked to
thatroom shaking. The pressure was
huge, butIgotonanddidit.”

Tothe delight of hisfatherand
team-mate Petter and mother Pernilla,
Oliver passed.

“Iwill put thisbehind menow and I will
look forward,” said Solberg Jr. “Thave the
best 18th birthday presentin the whole
world waitingfor mein WalesandIcan’t
wait to get on with it. Competing with
papais goingtobe amazing;tohave
him with me onmy first WRC round
onarally whichmeanssomuchtohim
isreally special forusall.”

Solberg Sr admitted he was impressed
with how hisson had dealt with the
pressure of the test.

“He wasalittle bit upset to begin with,”

P

said Solberg. “It was a tense moment, '
but this kind of pressureis part of the i
sport. He was calm when he started
working again and he stayed with a good
focus. It’s no problem; now we think to
therace and what we have ahead.

“This week is goingtobe a big
adventure for the whole family. But
what Oliver will have toremember
isthisisatough event. It’smuch
bigger than anythinghe’s done before
—longerdays, longer stagesand alot
of workintherecce.”

Father, son, and brother/uncle Solberg
—with Henningalso startingin a Skoda
Fabia R5-will go over the ceremonial
startrampin Liverpool together.

On Friday’s openingfull day of action,
Solberg Jr (Volkswagen Polo GTIR5 #54)
willlead the 2003 World Rally champion
through the stages (Petter’s Polois #55).

Oliver has already made history
this year, becoming the youngest
ever winner of a European Rally
Championshiproundin Latvia.In
additiontothat, he has competed
regularly in America, winning twice
for the Subaru Motorsports USA squad.

“Walesis all about experience for me,”
said SolbergJr. “Sincel can remember
Idreamed of competingon thisrally.”

The pair w111 dr1ve the Polo R5 wh1ch Solberg Srranin Spam ZO 18 (above)
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‘Robinson edges to glory’

Trackrod Historics report, p31

TANAKOUTTO ERASE THE

MEMORIES OF 2018 HEARTBREAK

Toyota man promises to right the wrongs of last year’s retirement

By David Evans

Ott Tanak will begin the
process of “finishing the
job” of winning this year’s
World Rally Championship
in Wales this week.

The Estonian, whoheads to
Llandudno 17 points ahead of
Sebastien Ogier and 30 clear
of Thierry Neuville, will chasea
maiden Welsh win, while erasing
the painful memory of a Sweet
Lambretirement 12 months ago.

“With the speed we’ve shown
in Wales, things should be OK,”
Tanak told Motorsport News.

Asked aboutthe 2018issue
which cost him victory, he said:
“Wehave driven these kind of
cornersafew timesandnothad
this problem, Ithink we can be
pretty confident asateam [that
itwon’thappenagain].”

Tanakretired after the
sumpguard on his Yaris WRC
dugin tothesurface of theroad
and damaged theradiator on
the second afternoon.

“We’relooking forward to this

one. Rally GBis something
special -Ilikethesefastroads
with anice flow. Youneedtohave
the confidence in the cartodeal
with the conditions and the
griplevel changingin virtually
every corner.”

Tanak, whois chasinghis
firsttitle, said: “The gapinthe
championshipis closer now,
but we have threerallies to go
and we know that we werefast
oneach of themlast year. Now
we justhavetofinish thejob,
startingin Wales.”

OgierisRally GB’smost
successful driver ever, having
won five of the past six events. He
arrivesin Wales on the back of
victorylast time outin Turkey.

He was clearin hisintentions.
Hesaid: “Thetarget at Wales GB
will be to keep up the momentum
from Turkey and continue to
putasmuch pressureon Ottas
possible. I've always done well
atthisrally. I’'m determinedto
really goforitand haveasayin
the outcome, especially as the
runningorderisn’tanissue

forthosestarting atthe front.”
Neuvilleis the only other
driver capable of lifting this
year’stitle. Headmitted heisup
for breakinghis Welsh duck too.
The Belgian said: “Wales Rally
GB canbe one of the wettest
rallies on the calendar, so we
have tobe prepared for an
eventful weekend. I’ve been on

OttTanak was leaalng lastyear until halted bya sumpgud ‘

the podium a couple of times

and I’'m hopingtoreplicate that
thisyear. The stages are quite
flowing, very fast and we have
some dark tolight conditions too,
which adds tothe atmosphere.
Theitinerary isdemanding with
longdaysbutit’s what Wales
isknownforandI’'mready
forthe challenge.”

WRC 2 chaser Yates swaps to a Hyundai i20 for Rally GB as he assesses cars

Briton Rhys Yates has switched

from hisusual Skoda FabiaR5

toaHyundaii20for thisweek’s

Wales Rally GB ashe chases
therightdealfor his WRC2
effortnext season.

The Chesterfield driveris
inhisfirst season of WRC2
competition and sees Rally

Yates’s new machine

GB asthe perfecttimeto
makethe switch.

Yates told MN: “I know the
conditionsanda
little bit of ;

toexpect, whichmakesit abit
more straightforward when we

outthere. The Fabia’satop
car, butthere are somereally

gothereinanew car. good R5 carsabout.”
“If Iwas going somewhere Yatesmade his ‘competition’
like Sweden or Corsicaina debut at Gymkhana GRiD,
new caritmight havebeen where heimpressed on his
more complicated. debutattheevent.
“We’ve beeninthe Skoda Hesaid: “Qualifying third
forthelast couple of years. behind the Solbergs was

Now’s thetimetohave alook
around and see what elseis

prettymega, giventhatI'd
never driven the car before.”

Corsica, Spain and Australia dropped from 2020 WRC roster

Wales Rally GB will shift
back towardsitstraditional
late autumn date next season,
running as the penultimate 2020
round from October 29-November 1.
The FIA revealed next season’s
much-anticipated schedule of
eventsinacommunication that
confirmed Kenya, New Zealand
and Japanreturn at the cost of
Corsica, Australiaand Spain.
MN understands Spainlost
outto Germany, with the

Bostalsee-based event takingup
Catalunya’s usual Octoberslot.

Thefirst threerounds of the
seriesremain unchanged with
Monte Carlo, Sweden and Mexico
runningin theirregular slots.
Chileand Argentinaremain
just10daysapart, butthe
Concepcion-based event opens
the South Americandouble-
headerthistimearound.

The Safarifills what had
recently beenthe WRC’s

summer break in July, while
Finland movesbackin
August by a week.

The WRCreturnsto Auckland
for thefirsttime since 2012 for
alate winter runthrough the

classic North Island gravel stages.

Turkey’s September date goes
back afortnight, GBmovesto

the end of October (finishingon
Sunday November 1) before the
seasonreachesitsclimaxatRally
Japan from November 19-22.

H‘!!!‘lll'!ll
WRC 2020

DATE | RALLY
Jan 23-26 Monte Carlo Rally
Feb 13-16 Rally Sweden
Mar12-15 Rally Mexico
Apr16-19 Rally Chile
Apr30-May 3 | Rally Argentina
May 21-24 Rally of Portugal
Jun4-7 Rally ltaly
Jul16-19 Rally Kenya
Aug 6-9 Rally Finland
Sep 3-6 Rally New Zealand
Sep 24-27 Rally Turkey
Oct15-18 Rally Germany
Oct 29-Nov 1 | Rally GB
Nov 19-22 Rally Japan

Weather expected to trouble GB runners

Rainisexpected onevery day of
thisweek’s Wales Rally GB asthe
tail end of Hurricane Lorenzo
arriveson these shores.
Fridayisthoughttobethe
mostlikely day tobedry, but
the weekendislooking wet.
Temperatures will rise through the
week, with the stages expected to
runatbetween 13and 17degrees.
Adry Friday could frustrate
seriesleader Ott Tanak, who
knows wet weather works best for
theman at the front of thefield.
Therehas, however, been enough
rain since the sunny mid-20s
which marked themiddletoend
of September, thata couple of dry
days won’t make a difference.

Citroendriver Esapekka Lappi
said the changeable weatheris
partof the challenge this week.

Hesaid: “You’ve gotitall: dark,
fog,rainand wind -it’salwaysa
serious challenge. Youneed to
have gutstoo, because the stages
are pretty fast and flowing. One of
the key things willbe havinga
carthatisn’ttoosensitive tothe
changesin grip, becausethey are
non-stop.

“We worked well in testing.
Given our positionin therunning
order, rain would be something of
adisadvantage. Having said that,
in Turkey Ihadagoodfeeling
withmy C3 WRC whenit started
rainingon Friday’slongstage.”

Ingram hattling for ERC title hid funds

ChrisIngramtakesan 19-point
lead tothefinal round of this
year’s European Rally
Championship, butadmits he
stillfaces abattletofind the cash
togettoRally Hungary.

The Manchester driver’s second

place—allied to theretirement of

hismainrival Alexey Lukyanuk —

atlast weekend’s CyprusRally
allowed him to open his
advantage ahead of thelast
round. Toksport Skoda driver
Ingram said his strategy of a
conservative approach tothe
Mediterraneanrally paid off.

“It’sbeensohard,” he said.“It
was so hotin the car, rough and
twisty.”

Now, however, the work begins
tofind more backing.

Ingramadded: “WhenIget
home[weneed a]bigpushtotry
togetthefundingforthelastone.”

Rally Hungary (November 8-10)
isanew Tarmaceventbasedin
the country’snorth-east. Ingram
said anew event would suit
him and co-driver Ross Whittock,
adding: “That’s perfect forus.
Rossand myself work really
well together onthenotes.”
@ Ingram was fined €1000 for
driving infringements after
thefinal stagein Cyprus. The
stewards alsosuspended theloss
of any points awarded for the
remainder of the season.
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“Whoever wins A
JWRC needs to
build a career”

wo world titles will be decided
in Llandudno this weekend.
The Junior WRC scrap comes
to ahead inreal time, while
MIHALO will take on NEXL
and seven others in the
eSports WRC final on Saturday night.

Gamer ornot, if you're in Llandudno at 1800hrs,
Saturday, get to Venue Cymru and watch the nine
finalists go head-to-head on 11 stages from the
new WRC 8 game. I'm the first to admit | had very little
interest in the virtual side of the sport untill went to last
year's eSports finalin Germany. It was mental. The
pressure is insane and the excitement, off the charts.

Fortunately for the purist, Jon Armstrong —he'sa
proper real-time rally star from Northern Ireland —
is one of nine drivers lining up this weekend. He
won last season and has to be worth a punt for
back-to-back titles.

Marko Raisanen could, however, be a dark horse.
The 45-year-old Finnlists his occupation as ‘student’
and is honest enough to admit he spends 40 hours
aweek onthe game. That's alot of stage and screen
time. Seems some things have changed since my
own undergraduate days. ..

Twelverallies ago 12,000 contestants started
this year's eSports WRC and now we're down to
the final nine chasing afirst prize of a Hyundaii20
road car and the kudos of standing on top of the virtual
world. Watch it it'll be mega.

But, if you want to see the mud flung in areal-time
world title decider then the JWRC's for you. As usual,
the race for the Junior title’s spiced up by double points
for the finale (meaning just about everybody can claim
to be part of the final-round thriller), but in reality it's
going to come down to the year's pacemen, Tom
Kristensson and Jan Solans.

Kristensson has accumulated more points, but
dropped scores leaves the Spaniard out front.
Essentially, Kristensson —a Swede who reckons
thisis arally for him — needs to score two more
points than Solans to secure the title.

Dennis Radstrom’s third, but needs to lift around
20 points out of the boys ahead to play himself
into contention.

Whoever celebrates longest and loudest on Sunday
afternoon, the Junior WRC needs them to kick on
and make an impact with the Ford Fiesta R5 they
win next season.

Yes, the Junior series has helped develop the
careers of Sebastien Loeb, Dani Sordo, Elfyn Evans
and Craig Breen and co. but it's seven years since
the Welshman won the WRC Academy (the
2011-2012 equivalent of JWRC).

Pontus Tidemand and Stephane Lefebvre have
won since and both have enjoyed factory seats at the
sport’s highest level —the Swede is part of M-Sport
Ford World Rally Team’s line-up this week in Wales —
but they're not exactly regular participants.

Simone Tempestini, Nil Solans and Emil Bergkvist
are the last three champions and none of them have
managed to sustain their career trajectory. Probably
the biggest disappointment has been Solans, who
dominated his Junior campaign, but struggled
to transfer those results — for whatever reason —
into WRC 2.

For the sake of the JWRC, Sunday’s champ needs
to make something of next season.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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RALLY NEWS

Low entries cause

rally cancellation

The Harold Palin Memorial Stages,
which was dueto take place this
weekend, has been cancelled due
toalack of entries.

Theeventhasbeen held
continuously since 1994 with past
winnersincluding Kevin Procter,
George Lepley and Arron Newby.

Duetobestaged thisyear at Fulbeck
Airfield on Sunday, organisershope
it will returnnext year.

A statement from Eastwood Motor
Club, which organises the event,
said: “Unfortunately, owingtoalack
of entries, the 2019 Harold Palin
Memorial Stageshasbeen cancelled.
The organising team would like to
thank all those thathad entered and
allthemarshalsandradio crews that
offered to help with this year’s event.
We willbe back in 2020.”

O ’Brien 1mpressed in Flesta RS

R5 car the aim for
2020 title campaign

Patrick O’Briensays that hisrecent
R5debuthasmadehim even more
determined toputadealinplace
that will allow him to challenge
fortheIrish Forestry Championship
titlenext season aboard one.

The 22-year-old drove a Ford
FiestaR5onthelastroundof the
Northern Ireland Championship—
the Bushwhacker Rally. He
performed well on theloose-surface
eventand was challengingfor the
lead priortotheturbofailingon
the McKinstry Motorsport car.

Although O’Brien admitsthathe
isunlikely tobe back outinthe Fiesta
againbefore the end of the year, he
believesthat a package can be put
in place in time for 2020.

“Iam determined and I am working
hardonadeal,” he told Motorsport
News. “Ihave anincredible group of
sponsors around me and my family
help somuch too, butrightnowI
don’thave the money to switch to
anR5 car. We have some meetings
scheduledin the weeks ahead,
sonever say never.

“If Thad topick a seriesnow for
nextyearthenit would havetobe
theIrish Forestry Championship,”
headded. “Formeitisvery
competitive and very well run,
sothatis whereIwouldliketogo.”

O’Brien’spaceonhisR5debut was
allthe more impressive as he clocked
up only ahandful of test miles prior
tothe Bushwhacker Rally.

“Theteam around me got the
Fiestadialled in pretty quickly,”
hesaid. “Iam confidentin my own
ability and when the carfelt good
IknewthatIcould befastinit.”

Photos: Roy Dempster
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Debut test came last . . N '- - . s B McErlean ran 40 miles
week for McErlean . : : S g . 4 inthe Hyundaii20

McEHLEAN GETS FIRST
" TASTE OF HYUNDAI RS

Junior BRG champion preparing for Wales Rally GB outing this week

By Iason Craig hour session covering around Championship boss, Iain geta better understanding “The car,and the team
40 miles on aloose surface. Campbell, with support of how afour-wheel-drive especially, are somethingelse,”

Josh McErlean has had his The 20-year-old from Kilrea from Hyundai Motorsport. like that works. hesaid. “Theylook in depth at
first taste of the Hyundai isgettingthe opportunity to “Wehad a good feeling with “Onreflection, I think we things and have an answer for
i20 R5 he will use on this take partinthe 12th round of the car from the very first accomplished all of our you straight away. The chance
week’s Wales Rally GB, the World Rally Championship corner,” McErlean told targets and more on the trip.” to work with peoplelike that
and believes he is now this weekend as reward for Motorsport News. “It’safun, Wales Rally GB will be the was a great experience.
fully ready for this lifting the JBRC title on the comfortable and strong car first time McErlean has made “Getting quickerinthecar
weekend’s challenge. Ulster Rally in August. and we got progressively an appearanceintheR5 class was the target for usand we

The Junior British Rally Thedeal, which McErlean quicker asthe day went on. but, havingliaised closely with achieved that. Ontherally
champion spent last Thursday haslikened tobeing handed “Goingthere, the priority Hyundai Motorsportengineers  itself we will do our own
inthe south of France testing “agoldenticket”,hasbeen for me wastolearnasmuch duringthe test session, heis thing, stay out of trouble
the car, which included a two- spearheaded by British Rally aboutthecarasIcouldand quietly confident. and makeitto thefinish.”

Photo: rallygallery.com

Motorsport News
would like to
issue acorrection
with regards to
apictureinlast
week’s issue
(September 25).
In the Motorsport
UK Asphalt
Championship
reportof the
Cheviot Stages,
andinthe
contents, a
picture of
Damian Cole’s
Ford FiestaWRC
was mistakenly
used instead of
Jason Pritchard’s
Ford Focus

WRC (left).

We apologise

for the error.

WEBSTER AND ROGERS SEAL BHRG TITLE

The 100 plusi miles stage rally will take place over

8’" & 91" NOVEMBER ) _many. of'the Isle of .Man's iconic.stqges thatthave

POKER-STARS

just' been used on this year’'s National event. They

WWW.MANXA”TOSPORT.ORG/ RﬂLLY include Keristal, Renague, St Mcu:ks, Druid.ale,

Staarvey and everyone’s fayvourite Baldwin’s.
ENTRIES FOR THE RALLY OPEN 1st AUGUST VoLunteers Wanrep
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PIRELLI RALLY REPLACED BY

CLUBNAN ONE-DAY EVENT

New Kielder Forest Rally will be held next year after Italian tyre manufacturer pulled its backing

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, EDP Photo

New routes could W
be used in 2020 |

By Stefan Mackley

A newone-day event

aimed specifically at

club competitors has

been announced, which
will replace the Pirelli
International Rally for 2020.

Theltalian tyre manufacturer
had sponsored the Carlisle-
basedrally since 1992 but has
decided to pullits backing
fromtheevent.

The Cumberland Sporting
Car Club, which organises the
event, hasnow unveiled plans
fortheKielder Forest Rally
tobeheld on April 25,2020.

Many of the organising
teamremain andarejoined
by incoming clerk of the
course, Steve Waggett.

“There’snoanimosity
between us and Pirelli, it was

probably one of the longest
dealsinrallying,” deputy
clerk of the course, Andy
Smith, told Motorsport News.
“Things change and people
havetoacceptthat.

“Thekey core of team are
still there. We have got the
skillstheretoproducean
event for what people want.”

Theintentionistobasethe
eventintheKielder Forest
toreduceroad mileageand
make use of previously ignored
routes, such asin the Falstone
and Redesdale areas, to create
anevent of approximately
40-stagemiles.

The PirelliInternational had
previously been amainstay
of the British Rally and British
Historic Rally championships,
and thenew event will remain
around of thelatter.

“Itwill be partof the
BHRC butthey have different
demandsthanthe BRCsowe’re
re-lookingattheformatand
tryingto cuttheroad mileage
down and offer something
thatisgood value for money,”
added Smith.

“If we canbaseitin Kielder
we’re talking zeroroad mileage
which makes a huge difference.
That’s what we’re tryingto
look at.

“Three or four stages [could
beused] depending what we
canuse sensibly. Wehave had
competitors complain about
thenumber of chicanes we have
putin [previously] but we had
that many for the BRCand R5
carsbecause they’re quick
fortheKielderroads. Sowe’re
goinginre-lookingat whatis
availabletous.”

52 bt A PP 1) L clEb ok LA e ] LAkl § ot bl 14 i ol L 4 el Ll | PPl | ikt § PH B 1) WG R A LS
RETURNING JIM CLARK RALLY ATTRACTING HUGE INTEREST

Organisers of the Jim Clark Rally
are pleased with the interest
showninthereturn of theeventas
entriesforthe November 8-9rally
have almostfilled within a week.
Therally hasnotrunsince
2014 following the deaths of
three spectators but alterations
tothe Road Traffic Act, which
brought Scottishlegislation
inline with what England
and Wales hasfacilitated, has
allowed for the event toreturn.
Entries opened on Thursday and
109 places had been taken when
MN went to press with amaximum
of 120 crews able to start the event.
“It’s definitely good to see the
interestisthereintheevent,”
deputy clerk of the course Colin
Smith told MN. “The support we’re
getting from competitors and
locals alikeisjust tremendous.

“Most people were adhering to
theregulations whereit says that
thefirst 100 entries will definitely
getarun and youhad to pay within
the six days and most of them
have complied with that so
[we're] really, really pleased
with the initial interest.

“[With] the type of interest we’ve
had we expected the Thursday
nighttobereally, really busy and it
was soit’slived up to expectations.
We’vehad alot of entriesfrom
down south and from Ireland
aswell whichisgoodforus.”

Aplethora of Scottish drivers
have enteredincluding David
Bogie, Euan Thorburnand
Alan Kirkaldy but several
othertopasphaltdrivershave
been attracted too with Hugh
Hunter, Stephen Simpson and
MN Circuit Rally champion

Chris West alllodgingentries.

Four stagesin Abbey St Bathans,

Langton, Blackadder and Fogo
comprise the2019route with 61
miles on offer to competitors
acrosstwodays. While Smithis
delighted theeventisableto
return, headmitted plansare
ongoingtoreturntherally toits
traditional three-day format.
“Our aim hasalways been to get
the eventback to whereitused to

be,” hesaid. “Whetherit’sincluded

inany bigger championships,
that’sall to be discussed yet.
“Certainly we’d like to get
theeventback torunningthe
Friday, Saturday and the Reivers
onthe Sunday. Thatisour plan,
whether we canreach that goal
it will depend on the amount of
support we get this year and how
thingsgoforus.”

Popular event was last held
in 2014 and returns this year

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

Novices WillHughes and Ifan

Devine emerged victorious
onthe JD Romain Novice
Rally — named in honour of
Rhyl & District Motor Club's
founder and president Jack
Romain —in their Ford Fiesta.
They finished over two

minutes better off than Arwyn

Williams and Jamie Atherton
(Toyota Corolla) with Gethin
Jonesand Carwyn Evans a
further two minutes adrift in
their Mazda MX-5.

Winners of the Beginner
class were Deio Hughes and
Rhys Owen (Fiesta) over
five minutes up on Jay Davies
and Zack Cumminsina
Peugeot 206 GTi.

Although not classified

overall, the Experts class was

won by lan Lloyd and Cyril

Jones with Brynmor Pierce
and Michael Jones taking
Semi-Expert honours, both
crews in Ford Escorts.
DaveThomas

Results

JD Romain Novice Rally

Organisers: Rhyl & District MC Where:
Wales Championships: None Starters: 45.
1 Will Hughes/ Ifan Devine (Ford Fiesta)
5m19s; 2 Arwyn Williams/Jamie Atherton
(Toyota Corolla) +2m32s; 3 Gethin Jones/
Carwyn Evans (Mazda MX-5); 4 Jason
Nixon/ Matthew Pendleton (Fiesta);

5 Deio Hughes/Rhys Owen (Fiesta);

6 Lee Rainford/lan Clapham (Ford Sierra);
T Jay Davies/ Zack Cummins (Peugeot 206
GTi); 8 Mark Jones/Mike Jones (Ford
Escort); 9 David Barrowclough/Mark
Atherton (Escort); 10 Jamie Davies/
Jamie Owen (Ford Puma).

Class winners: Experts: lan Lloyd/ Cyril
Jones (Escort); Semi-experts: Brynmor
Pierce (Escort); Beginners: Hughes/ Owen;
Novices: Williams/Atherton.

MELLORS MAKES IT TWO BTRDA WINS ON THE BOUNGE

Patriot Stages

BylanHarden

Organiser: Forresters

Where: Caerwent MoD Training Area, nr Chepstow
Championships: Cotswold Motor Sports Group, ASWMC
Stage Rally, AWMMC Heart of England, WAMC Welsh
Historic, Classic Mini Challenge Stages: 6 Starters: 91.

Car Club When: September 28

Ford Fiesta
Selfandlan

make full use of their four-
wheel-drive machine’s grip and

30
kS

R5 pairing James
Davis had to

=il ¥ A
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ATROCIOUS CONDITIONS FAIL TO DAMPEN SELF AND DAVIS’S CHARGE FOR VICTORY

power to take theirinaugural
Patriot Stages victory.

Astheweather changed drastically
from mid-rally downpour tolate-
day bright sunshine, they survived
a100mphlock-uponarain-soaked
track and setfour out of sixfastest
timestobeat Josh Payton/Jamie
Vaughan (Ford Escort Mk2) by
59seconds.

Self took thelead on SS2 when
top seeds Dave Willett/John Davies

*ﬁ?}‘?-

(Escort MKk2)retired with engine
woes. From then on, the Fiesta
pilot drove hard through difficult
conditions, survivingaterrifying
momenton SS3. “We hit standing
water as we braked from full speed,”
hesaid. “The car got quickeras we
slid, but somehow we missed hitting
anything.

Recovering fromthe scareandon
adryingtrack, Self went fastest on
thefinal two teststo clinch victory.

Second-placed Paytonranneck-
and-neck with Mark Jasper/Don
Whyatt (Escort Mk2) throughout
themorning. Astheroadsdried,
Jasper pulled outa 19s advantage
buthis car expired on SS4.

Despite suffering excess tyre
wearin the closingmiles, Payton
held off Carl O’Grady/Dylan
Fowler-Bishop’s Nissan Sunny
F2by 1m48s.

O’Grady admitted torustiness
ashehad doneonly fourrallies

® Winning gap
' was one minute

sinceamajor enginerebuild. He
used intermediate tyres throughout
and with the Nissan running
perfectly hemounted alate charge
tooverhaul Martin/Huw Evans’s
Honda-powered Escort Mk2on
the penultimate test to claim
third by nine seconds.
Evansinfourth used wet tyres
allday buthisexcellentrun was
blighted by alack of outright power
as speedslifted in the sunshine.

Results

1 James Self/lan Davis (Ford Fiesta R5) Th16m51s; 2 Josh
Payton/Jamie Vaughan (Ford Escort Mk2) +59s; 3 Carl
(0’Grady/ Dylan Fowler-Bishop (Nissan Sunny F2); 4 Martin
Evans/Huw Evans (Escort Mk2); 5 Brandon Smith/Simon
May (Darrian T30 GTR); 6 Richard Merriman/Kathryn Curzon
(T90); 7 lan Sutton/ Karen Phelps (T90); 8 Thomas Cooper/
Simon Anthony (Ford Fiesta R2); 9 Christian Prynne/Tudor
Jenkins (Peugeot 205 GTi); 10 Wyn Owens/Jenny Evans
(Escort Mk2).

Class winners: Tom Bishop/ Cal McElhinney (Vauxhall
Nova); Christian Howells/ Dan Evans (Nova), Payton/
Vaughan; Prynne/Jenkins; Smith/ May; Self/ Davis;

Owens/ Evans; Mike Simpson/Dale Gibbons (Escort

MK1 RS).



22 OCTOBER 2 2019 motorsport-news.co.uk

RACING

F1 ROUND-UP

Helmet saga

Toro Rosso’s Daniil Kvyat says the
rule that prevented him from using
aspecial helmetlivery design at
hishomerace is “a joke”. Kvyat

was told by the FIA that he could
not use anew helmet, featuring the
colours of the Russian flag, for his
home race because he already
used a different design at the Italian
Grand Prix. F1's sporting regulations
only allow drivers to substantially
deviate from their main helmet livery
once each season. Kvyat said he
had not been aware of the rule,
adding: “ltis ajoke —but anyway,
therule isarule. To be honest, there
are bigger problems to focus [on]
than a helmet design of adriver.”

Tyre trial

AllF1 drivers willbe giventwo sets
of 2020 tyres to test in Friday practice
atthe US Grand Prix next month.
Regulations give Pirelli the option to
provide one compound of tyres for
Friday running, if it wants to log more
mileage. They canbe used in either
of the 90-minute sessions. The tyres
to be usedin Austin will be the
definitive 2020 specification, which
will be finalised after a development
test that Mercedes, Ferrariand Red
Bull will conduct at Barcelona next
week. The Austin running will give all
teams ahead start on understanding
the latest construction, before the
traditional end of season test at Abu
Dhabi —at which arange of
compounds will be used.

TV time

Carlos Sainz Jr criticised F1's
television direction over the lack

of airtime midfield teams receive.
Sainz was part of a four-car, final-lap
battle in Singapore that was not
shown on the original broadcast and,
responding to aclip of that scrap on
Twitter accompanied by the message
“why wasn't this shown live?", said:
“Because ithad me involved.”
Elaborating on his comments, Sainz
said: “It's something I've been very
critical about and something I think
every midfield driver has been critical
about because we feel like the fans
are missing out on alot of battlesin
the midfield, many of them you don't
get at the front.”

Ferrari finished
Ferrari will notintroduce any more
major F1 upgrades this season.
Despite missing out on victory,
Ferrari had the fastest carat the
Russian GP — one week after
claiming a shock pole and one-two
finish at the downforce-dependent
Marina Bay circuit in Singapore.
Team principal Mattia Binotto and
sporting director Laurent Mekies
both said Ferrari's Sochi pace
validated the new parts and that

its biggest development work was
now complete. “It was important to
confirm how good was the package
coming here, [on] different types of
tracks and set-ups,” said Binotto.
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VETTEL STOPPAGE WAS
FOR SAFETY - BINOTTO

Ferrari team boss says Russian Grand Prix-defining incident was unavoidable

By Adam Cooper

Mattia Binotto says the call
to stop Sebastian Vettel on
track during the Russian
Grand Prix, which prompted
avirtual safety car period
and ended Ferrari’s hopes
of victory,was made on
safety grounds.

Vettel reported a problem
with hisMGU-K shortly after
pittingfrom thelead, and
followed instructions from
Ferraritopark hisFormulalcar
intherunoff areabeyond the
Turn15left-hander.

Theresulting VSChanded the
advantageto Mercedes’ Lewis
Hamilton, who had started on
medium tyres and not stopped
atthat point. Hamiltonran
third behind the two Ferraris
early on, but served his pitstop
under the caution and rejoined
ahead of the second Ferrariof
Charles Leclerc, who had pitted
under normal conditions.

Hamilton went onto winthe
race, while Leclerc ended up third
behind the second Mercedes of
Valtteri Bottas aftermakinga
second stop under asafety car
period spawned by another
incidentunderthe VSC.

“Wehadaproblemonthe
hybrid side of the power unit,”
explained Binotto. “Wehad
alossof insulation on thecar.
And for safety reasons, we

| WEP
Binotto:Safety was first priority

could stopimmediately.

“It’sashamebecause maybe
100 metreslater wehad the
pitlane, butit was the safest
action we could dofor Seb, and
obviously safetyisfirst.

“[It was] only for safety. If it
would’ve been for therest of the
car, we would’ve maybe stopped
inadifferent position. But there
wasreally an instruction [that
said], ‘assoonas youcan, stop’,
because of the safety [concerns].

Asked if such situations
usually involve safety concerns
for the driver, Binotto said:
“Normally not. But obviously,
notbeing fully aware on what
wasthe damage andthe
problem... we knew that there
wasaloss of insulation, and
you’reright, normally there
isnoissueforthedriver.

“Butyou’rein areas of maybe
it’snotfully known, because

»

Lo By ==
Stranded Ferrari led
to virtual safety car

youdon’t know exactly what
theissue][is].”

Binottoadded hedoesnot
expect Vetteltofaceagrid
penalty at the Japanese GP,
despite his control electronics
beingdamaged, because he
stillhasonein the pool from
earlierintheseason.

FIAracedirector Michael Masi
saida VSC period wasinevitable,

giventhatthemarshalshadto
deal with ahybrid engineissue.
“The car wasunsafefroman
electrical point of view, andit
stayed unsafefor therest of the
race,” said Masi. “Torecoverit
in the safest possible manner,
and put marshals out there
todoso, it wasavery simple
decisiontoputoutthe VSC.
“Movingitbackintothathole,

because of the electricalissue,
wemade sureitwaswelland
truly clear and in a safe position
before going forward.
“Fromour end, you’vejust got
tobefarmore cautious. Putting
peopletracksideinthatarea,
there’sareason there’sawhole
lot of Tecpro [barrier] there.It’s
because people can go off. [There]
wasn’teven asecond thought.”

TORO ROSSO TO CHANGE NAME TO
ALPHATAURI, IF RIVALS APPROVE

ToroRosso will changeits
nameto AlphaTauriin 2020
if rival Formula 1teams
approveitsrequesttodoso.

The Red Bull junior teamhas
been on the grid since 2006, after
the energy drinks company
bought and rebranded Minardi,
and hasraced as Scuderia Toro
Rosso—an Italian translation of
Red Bull, honouringitsItalian
predecessor—every year since.

Motorsport News sources
have confirmed theteam has
requested toberebrandedinthe
name of Red Bull’s AlphaTauri
fashionlabel, which was
launched two years ago.
AlphaTauriisnamed afterastar
inthe Taurus constellation.

Aname changerequiresthe
approval of the commercial
rightsholder and afavourable
vote of the F1 Commission. That
willinclude an e-vote between
teams, whichis yet tohappen.

Mercedes dismisses four workers

Mercedes dismissed four
workers, and disciplined
three more, following

a breach of its diversity
and equality policy atits
Brackley headquarters.

The employees were
dismissed on August 2,
following an investigation
into a complaint.

In a statement,
Mercedes said: “We
condemn this behaviour
in the strongest terms
and acted immediately
upon the complaint.

We value the diversity
of our employees and
itis a source of strength
for our team.

“Our working
environment is based

upon appreciation and
mutual respect.”
Areportin British
tabloid The Sun claimed
the dismissed workers
had been involved in
a campaign of racist
bullying against
a Muslim employee.
Addressing the matter
in his post-race media
session, Mercedes boss
Toto Wolff said: “It
was on the more junior
levels of the back office
function, not the race
team. Some stupid jokes
that were perceived in
abad way, and you’ve
got torespect that, that’s
not what in this day and
age what we tolerate.”
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‘Martin Donnelly Trophy thriller’
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DE VRIES SEALS F2 CROWN
WITH THREE RACES TO SPARE
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“Sochi would be

By Jack Benyon

But large crash mars Russian event

Nyck de Vries followed up
sealing a lucrative works
Formula E contract with
Mercedes for next season
by winning the Formula 2
title with around to spare
atSochi,as ahuge crash
marred the weekend and
hospitalised two drivers.
De Vriesneeded to take seven
points more than closestrival
and Williams Formula 1junior
Nicholas Latifito seal thetitle
around early. He took pole
and held off Latifiin the early
stages and through the pitstop
phasetosecureadominant
win, which sealed thetitle
withthreeracestospare.
“I'washappy with therace
win but then we were kind of
uncertain whetherit wasreally
doneornot,” ART Grand Prix
driverde Vriessaid.
“They told me ‘wait until you
gettothepitlane and then you’ll
see’. Justlooking attheboard in

DeVries (inset) has taken four wins so far in F2 this season front of me whenIarrived, that

was pretty cool. There were
some goosebumps there.”

De Vries againfought for
victoryinracetwoasacrash
shortened therace. Jack Aitken
ranwideat Turn 2and went
around the run-off Styrofoam
boards asinstructed by therules.
Polesitter Nikita Mazepin also
ranwidebutdidnotroundthe
board and, when Aitken rejoined
he could not avoid Mazepin,
clippinghisrear-leftand
launchinghis car acrossintothe
path of Nobuharu Matsushita.

Thelatter crashed heavily
head-onintothebarriersand
hadtobeextracted. Hehadto
stay overnight in hospital for
a‘“precautionary scan” on
Monday. Mazepin also went
tohospital, but wasreleased
shortly after.

The stewards deemed Mazepin
“wholly atfault” for theincident
and gave hima15-place grid drop
and four penalty points on his
licence. Luca Ghiotto won the
raceahead of de Vries and Brit
CallumIlott.

Chase Elliott crashed and won

underwent vital surgery on hislegs onerace early atthe finale in his
: last Sunday, after choosingtoavoid : native Russia. Inthe firstseason
: amputation and attempttofightfor : sincethe EuropeanFormula3
: afullrecovery. Sauber Junior Team and GP3 Series merged,
driver for much of the 109-lap : driver Correawas involved inthe
race and won stage two, buta : crashat Spain Augustin which
lock-upon arestartearlyinthe : Anthoine Hubert lost his life. No
final segment of the race sent : update had been provided onthe
him careering into the barrier : resultof Correa’s operation as MN
atTurn 1. But minimal damage
meant he climbed from 37th
tovictory... Juan Manuel Correa

the NASCAR Cuprace atthe
Charlotte Roval last weekend.
Elliott had been the quickest

of his nearestrival, Prema
Racing team-mate Marcus
Armstrong. Premawon eight of

: junior Robert Shwartzman
: sealed the FIA Formula 3 title

lock out the points standings,
wrapping up the teams’ crown.

Shwartzman took three victories : ... ..
and was overtworacewinsclear :

: wenttopress... FerrariFormula 1 16 races and had its three drivers

Evans agrees new deal to
remain at Jaguar FE team

Mitch Evanshassigned anew deal with
hisJaguar Formula E team ahead of the
2019-20 season.

Evanshasraced with the British team since
leaving GP2 atthe end of 2016 and scored its
first FE podium, pole and race win.

Hefinished thirdin the second Hong Kong
racein 2017-18, took pole for the Zurich E-Prix
laterthat year and won the Rome event last
season—Jaguar’sfirstinternational series
winin 28 years.

Evans’sdealisdescribed as “multi-year”
by Jaguar, although he explained it was
“season-by-season”.

“From my side, it wasano-brainerand I'm
very happy tobe entering my fourth season
with them,” Evans told Motorsport News.

Evansfinished fifth in the 2018-19 standings
but wasleft with “mixed emotions”, despite
beingintitle contention.

Jaguar was hindered by an early-season
package development decision it took, which
itfeltled to set-up struggles beforeits Rome
breakthrough.

BUTTON UR

Jenson Button hasurged patience while
| theDTM and Super GT move closer to
their tie-up, ahead of the 2009 Formula 1
= | world champion makinghis outing at the

- DTM’s season finale at Hockenheim.

£ Button will drive for Honda, alongside

fellow Super GT entries from Nissan

— « | andLexus,tohelpsetthe Balance of
Performance before the joint-races
at Fuji between the two series.

“Ithink theidea of bringing Super GT
together with DTM is brilliant,” said
Button in aninterview with the official

Evanstook Jaguar’s first pole and win

> - // %

ES PATIENCE WITH DTM/SUPER GT TIE-UP

DTM website.

“These sorts of things aren’t easy to
arrange, and they’re even harder to fine-
tune, soI’d just remind people that we
mightnot getitrightimmediately, sobe
patient as we try and make it work.”

Button will be joined in the Fujifield by
two-time CART champion Alex Zanardi,
who stepsinto BMW’s line-up.

Audihasannouncedits Fujiline-up as
two-time DTM champion Rene Rast, Mike
Rockenfeller, Loic Duval and three-time Le
Mans 24 Hours winner Benoit Treluyer.

= race in DTM finale

top of the listof T2

races to skip” ‘ .

ne of the quirks of the
Russian Grand Prix

is the location of the
hotels within walking
distance of the pitlane.
Each morning,
walking along the side of the back
straight there was something oddly
comforting hearing circuit announcer
Bob Constanduros run through the
grid for the Formula 3 supportraces.

Despite being 2000 miles away from
home in aregion where very little English
is spoken, hearing Constanduros made
it feel more like Silverstone than a Russian
town on the Black Sea.

One evening | happened to dine with
Constanduros, the man who has been
commentating on Formula 1 since the mid-
1980s and who is well-known for booming

during the podium celebrations.

Despite having clocked up more than
500 GPs and travelling for over 30 years,
the circuit commentator shows no sign of
slowing down as next year's F1 calendar
nudges up to 22 races.

Fellow diners suggested that the punishing
—and expensive — schedule would lead to
more accredited journalists skipping races
and most agreed that Sochi would be top of
their list, given the hassle of acquiring visas
and the difficulty in getting to the venue.

There was talk that next year's Russian
GP could be the last in Sochianyway.
President Vladimir Putin, who resides in
St Petersburg, is said to be interested in
building a new circuit on the outskirts of
his home city, which would chime with
the desire of F1's new owners to have
races in “destination cities”.

To no-one’s surprise, formerboss —and
friend of Putin — Bernie Ecclestone was in
attendance at last weekend's race. One
Brazilian journalist approached Bernie and
remarked how nice it was to see him, to
which Bernie snapped back, “Is it?”

Always quick with the one liners, a few
years ago Ecclestone came into the media
centre to enquire whether everyone was
enjoying Russia. A German reporter
suggested the food could be a bit better,
to which Bernie remarked: “Next year,
bring your own sandwiches...”

During his years promoting F1, Bernie
always found Russia a difficult market to
break into, but now —sixyearsin —therace
has established itself. As ever, the locals
want a home driver to cheer on and, after
appearances by Vitaly Petrov, Sergey
Sirotkin and Daniil Kvyatin F1, it looks as
though the best driver to emerge from
Russiais on the verge of the big time.

Robert Shwartzman won the Formula 3
championship last Saturday and is a key
member of the Ferrari young driver
programme. Don’t be surprised to see
Shwartzman in F1 within a couple of years.
His future success could ensure Russia —
wherever we race —is on the calendar for
many years to come.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Aston Mai‘tin is a new
backer for the award

By KevinTurner

hasbeen afinalist before, in 2017.

MARTIN ma—

AWARD FINALISTS
ARE REVEALED

Final four contenders for the Aston Martin Autosport BRDC contest

Martin’s GTE World Endurance

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, LAT, Peter Scherer
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THE 2019 FINALISTS

Enaam Ahmed

Aged 19

3rd in Japanese F3 with B-Max with
Motopark

He says: “| had no clue I'd be chosen!

I didn’t win Japanese F3 solwasn'tsureI'd
be considered. It's been a good learning year
so | think | will be more professional when

| come back. It's definitely an advantage to
have done it before. There are alot of things
I'll do differently. |know where | was lacking
before and it took me too long to be quick.”

Jamie Chadwick

Aged 21

1stin W Series; 1stin MRF Challenge
She says: “Every year it's something I think
every young UK driver is aiming for. I've never
had a strong enough yearto warranta
nomination until now. My season finished early
so it's been something | wanted. | know quite a
few other finalists and they've said the two test
days are some of the best days of their careers.
I'mreally looking forward to it.”

Johnathan Hoggard

Aged 18

2nd in BRDC British F3 with Fortec
Motorsports

He says: “I've seen BRDC F3 drivers being
nominated before so it's a good championship to
be in. My main goal was to win the championship
—that didn’t work out, but I'm still happy with the
season. It's such awide variety of cars, you geta
challenge in all of them. My background is in

Mans-winning engineer Leena single-seaters and | hope to adapt to the F2 car

Gade, leading commentator
Ian Titchmarsh and Autosport

There will be fitness and
simulator elements at Aston

Championship challenger, full
BRDC membership and an Arai

quite quickly, but the GT3 will be really different.”
The four finalists that will

contest the 2019 Aston Martin Red Bull Racing helmet. All finalists will also magazine editor Kevin Turner. Ayrton Simmons

Martin Autosport BRDC before atwo-day test at the receive a TAG Heuer watch. Aston Martinis anew partner Aged 18

Young Driver of the Year Silverstone Grand Prix British Racing Drivers’ Club for the Award, which has 3rd in BRDC British F3 with Chris Dittmann
Award have been selected. circuitin MotorSport Vision vice-president Derek Warwick previously been won by 2009 F'1 Racing

Formula 2, Ligier LMP3 and
Garage 59-run Aston Martin
Vantage GT3 machinery.

Prizes for the winner, who will
be announced at the Autosport
Awards on December 8, include
atestinaRed Bull Formula 1
car, £200,000, arunin Aston

world champion Jenson Button,
13-time grand prix winner David
Coulthard, current F1 drivers
Lando Norris and George
Russell, triple Indianapolis

500 winner Dario Franchitti,
and 2014 World Endurance
champion Anthony Davidson.

isthe chairman of the judging
panel, which includes Award
winnersDarren Turner, Andrew
Kirkaldy and Alexander Sims,
double British Touring Car
champion Jason Plato,
successful Lolaand McLaren
designer Mark Williams, Le

Japanese Formula 3 race
winner Enaam Ahmed,
W Series and MRF Challenge
champion Jamie Chadwick,
and BRDC Formula 3
frontrunners Johnathan
Hoggard and Ayrton Simmons
arethefinalists. Only Ahmed

He says: “| had alot of pace this season, but
didn’t always get the results. It wasn't a surprise
tobeinthefinal 10, butlwasn't sure I'd make
the final four. It's been agood yearand I've
learned alot. I'm looking forward to the Aston
Martin and I've heard the F2 caris good. I'm
looking forward to pressing that boost button!”

.

A.Simmons

L i

Duo locked together on track and are locked together in points

British Formula 4 title contenders Maloney and Alvarez hlame each other for race-ending collision

Sebastian Alvarezaccused
hisBritish Formula 4 title
rival Zane Maloney of pushing
him off theroad after the pair
sensationally collided at
Silverstonelast weekend.

The duo entered Silverstone’s
third race of threelevel on points
atthetable top, after Alvarez
hadmade up a15-point deficitto
Maloney over the first two races.

Inthefinal race held indamp
conditions Alvarez sought to
pass Maloney for second place
onthe outside of Brooklands.

the outside, I defended the
position well I think and he
ended up off-track, through the
grass andintothe side of me.
“Hopefully we have some
fairracing[at Brands Hatch’s

andIwentstraightintohim at
thenextcorner.”

When asked if Maloney could
haveleftroom, Alvarezsaid:
“Yeah definitely, I've been doing
the samemove on alot of people

He was offered little space by
Maloney on the corner’s exitand
lost control on the slippery kerb
then hitthe side of Maloney at
Luffield, puttingboth carsinto
the gravel and out of therace.

“I'tried overtaking him this weekend and all of them final round].IThopethe
round the outside—I clearly haveleft meroom and nothing championshipisinteresting
was quicker, I think he knew hashappened.” andthefanslovetheracing

thatIwas quicker—thenhe
justtried running me off the
road,” Alvarezsaid. “Then
once he successfully ranme
outof theroad Iwasonthe
paint, Ilost control of the car

Maloney was more coy about
theincident, buthinted thathe
feltthefault was with Alvarez.

“Iwastryingtosavethetyres
fortheend of therace,” Maloney
said. “He[Alvarez]tried togoon

thatgoesdownbutIdon’t
knowif it waslike that today.”
The pair therefore head to the
season-closing Brands triple-
header stilllevel on points, with
Maloney ahead on countback.

Tommy Foster to join US F4 grid at F1 event

British Formula 4 driver Tommy
Foster will take part in the United
States F4 supportracesatthe US
Grand Prix at Austin, the chance
arising viasocial media.

Foster competes in British F4
for Arden, and sitseighthin
the standings, takinga win at
Snetterton this year. He will
competeinthe Formulalsupport
eventfor Alliance Racing.

“Welinked through social media,
myself and the team manager at
Alliance Racing,” Foster said. “We
were talking for a while and it came
aboutthatthey had a spare seatfor
the event. Sothey offered us[the
seat], anditall came about quite

quickly from there, it’shardly
anopportunity to passup.
“Itwasactually my brother
that got talking [to them on
socialmedia], we putapost
up and then the manager of
Alliance contacted us,and my
brother passeditontome.”
Foster’s US outingis currently
aone-off, and he’shopeful it will
lead to opportunities outside of
F4.“We’relooking tomove out
of F4next year but motorsport
isauniquesport, youcan'tever
write anything off,” headded.
“We’relookingtojust do a one-off,
getournameoutthereandtry
and moveuptheranksnextyear.”

Foster will drive for Alliance

GOFF TAKES A SURPRISE BICC WIN AT SILVERSTONE

Byford realises his
F1 dream with test

The vastly-experienced
Martin Byford had hisfirst
taste of Formula 1 power at
Donington Park last month.
The former F3racer and
2007 Renault UK Clio Cup
champion, now moreregularly
seenin Britcar and Creventic
enduranceraces, was invited
todrivethe ex-Jodie Hemming
1997 Jordan with a 3.5-litre
Judd V10unit, originally raced
in period by Ralf Schumacher.
“SinceJodieracedin
EuroBOSSin 2006 and 2007

Clio champion
had Jordan outing

it’sbeenin storage and this was
itsfirst time out and fitted with
paddleshift,” Byford explained.
Unfortunately, the gear
change had problems after three
laps. “The car was tentative on
old tyresandIdidn’t wantto
make afool of myself,” Byford

added. “SoIwasgentleand
wanted to give good feedback
onthegearbox, asthat what
we were here for. I expected
the grip tofeel different
though, it was quite positive
andIcouldfeelitstartingto
slidealittleon the thirdlap.”
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‘Harper seals Porsche title’
BTCC support reports, p33

ELLINAS RETURNS
T0 CARRERA CUP

Successful comeback for last year’s champion and Wylie takes podium too

By Stephen Lickorish

Reigning Porsche Carrera
Cup GB championTio
Ellinas made a last-minute
return to the series at
Silverstone last weekend
with the frontrunning
Redline squad, taking

a podium from the back

of the grid.

Ellinashasbeen competing
inthe Porsche Supercup this
season and has earned four top-
six finishesfrom the eight events
sofar. He will use the Silverstone
and Brands Hatch GBrounds
asextraseattimeahead of the
Supercupfinalein Mexico.

“Ijust came here for some more
practice for the Supercup,” said
Ellinas. “They [Redline] called
me up on Monday and said ‘can
youcome and dotheraces?

“Iwasin Cyprussohadto
reschedule [plans]. My lid was
in Germany with the Lechner
teamsolhadtogoand getthat.”
His weekend got off toa tricky
startascontact put him out of
the openingrace. He therefore
started race two from 17th but
surged through tofinish second.
“Igothitfrombehindin thefirst
race—Dan Vaughanhad abrake
failure and there wasnothingI
could do,” Ellinas said. “Going
from 17th to second was pretty
good —it was anenjoyablerace!”
Anotherdriver whoreturned
tothe grid at Silverstone and took
asecond place was Ross Wylie.
The Britcar Endurance
championlast competedinthe
seriesin 2017 and will also contest
the Brandsfinale with In2Racing.
Hissecond place wasaided by a
smartdecision tooptfor wet tyres

Photos: Dan Bathie, Jakob Ebrey

Reigning champion Ellinas impressed

inthe openingrace when other
frontrunners struggled on slicks.

“ThelasttimeIraced herein
the Carrera Cupit was similar
conditions and we made the
wrongcall,” hesaid. “We thought
itwas worth the gamble.

“I’'m open-minded for next
year—ahugethankshavetogo

tomy sponsors for gettingme
outforthefinal tworounds.”

Former Volkswagen Racing
Cup champion Aaron Mason
and Ginetta GT4 Supercup
racersLee Frostand Lucky
Kheraalsojoined the Carrera
Cupgrid, takingittoaseason
high of 23 cars.

Carrera Cup introduces new Young Driver Development Programme for next season

ThePorsche Carrera Cup GB
willintroduce a Young Driver
Development Programme
nextseason, buildingon the
existingrookie championship.
Inthepast, the serieshas
awarded a prize fund of over
£50,000to the toprookie drivers

attheend of the year. But, with
only asmallnumber of new
driversjoiningthe category for

the start of this season, changes

will be made for next year.
Aswell asthe cashprizes,a

range of support will be offered

tonew driverstothe Carrera

Series aims to attract more young drivers onto the grid

Cupthatareaged under25at
the start of March. Michelin
will offer three sets of tyresto
driversinthe development
programme, while drivers will
receivemediatrainingand get
tospendtime atthe Porsche
Human Performance facility.
“Weneeded toreinvigorate
therookie championshipand
justdevisealittle programme
tohelp with all of those other
elements, tomake people feel
they arebeing supported and
helped,” said Porsche GB
motorsport manager James
MacNaughton. “Toget that

deal with Michelin, that helps
supportthetyres,is great. All
of thefeedback we’vehad sofar
hasbeen extremely positive.”

Theseries hasalsorevealed
that all eight of its events next
year will be in support of British
Touring Cars, thefirst time the
Carrera Cup hasn’tfeatured an
away round since 2013.

“We’renot sayingthisishow
it’sgoingto beforever, but we
justthinkit’stherightthingto
dofornextyear and that’s based
onfeedback,” MacNaughton
said. “It[an away round] does
add an extralayer of cost.”

BTCC winner Butcher will race MG TCR car in new Motorsport Games event in November

British Touring Car
Championship frontrunner Rory
Butcherwillracea TCR-spec MG
inthe FIA’snew nation-versus-
nation Motorsport Games event.
Theinaugural running of the
Games, styled asamotorsport
equivalent of the Olympics, takes
place at Vallelunga on November
1-3and features eventsfor GT
carsand Formula4aswell as

the TCR contest, a Drifting
Cup, Karting Slalom Cupand
aDigital Cup for Esports.
National governing bodies
areinvited tonominate drivers
and driver pairings torepresent
their countries. Butcher has
won three BTCCraces with the
AmDTuning.com team’s Honda
thisseasonandissixthinthe
championship.

“Thefirst contactabout this
came back in August, and it was
Rob Huff who helped putusin
touch,” hesaid. “Itlookslike
areally excitingeventand it
will be greattogoandraceat
acool tracklike Vallelunga.

“Robhasalotof contactsin
Chinaand he has helped broker

thisforme, solam grateful tohim.

Itwill be very special torepresent

Britainand I am grateful that
Motorsport UK has putme
forward to take this opportunity.
“Itlookslikeitis goingtobe
areally interestingeventand
there will be areal mixture of
carsanddriversonthegrid.”
Butcher’suse of the MG6 TCR
issubject toitreceiving FIA
homologationin time.Ithas
achieved podiumsin TCR China.

HENDERSON AND PROSSER JOIN GT4 SERIES

MazdaMX-5champion Alan
Hendersonmade a successful
returntosprintracinglast
weekend at Silverstone,
competinginthe Ginetta

GT4 Supercup toshowcase
his AK Motorsportteam’s
for-hire G55.

Henderson won the Mazda
MX-5 Supercup titlein 2015
though stopped midway
through '16 for budget reasons.
His Silverstone appearance was
araresprintraceouting, and
race with astanding start, since
that period, havinglargely
contested enduranceraces
inaLotus Eliseinrecent years.

“Ifeellikeanoviceagain!”
Henderson said. “Ijust want
togetbackinthecarreally,
haven’traced inawhile.If it’s
satinthe garageno-one knows
we’vegotit!”

Another MX-5Supercup
champion, 2016 title-winner
James Blake-Baldwin, will be
driving the car in the season-
closing Brands Hatch round.

Despite only “40 minutes’
experience” inthecar
beforehand, Hendersonran
competitively at Silverstone,
finishingfifthin all threeraces.

Lastyear’s Britcar Sprint
champion Kris Prosser was

Porméf MX-5 Supercup chapion Hendersonwasfiftheachrace

anothermakinghis GT4
Supercup bow at Silverstone,
driving for Team Hard. This
year Prosser has competedin
the GT Cupina Ginetta G55
Supercup car with theteam,
anditwasviathisthathis
opportunity in the Ginetta
one-make series came about.

Hetook abestresult of
eighth and he’shopingto
competefull-timein the
championshipnext season.

“Ittempted me with the
competition, Ineeded topush
myself, see where I wasinreality
against some of the best Ginetta
driversinthe world,” he said.

STEPHEN

BRUNSDO

“Esports series will
boost the grassroots
motorsport scene”

peak to enough peoplein
UK club motorsport and
you’ll quickly appreciate
thatthere are a lot of
opinionated personalities.
Thatis no bad thing - itis
the bedrock of the sport, for budding
professionals and amateurs alike.

A topic which has dominated these
pages and often polarised opinion across
the UK has been the seemingly endless
creation of new championships. Extended
timetables and increasing demands on
volunteer marshals have led some south of
the border calling for fewer championships
and condensed race meeting schedules.

Cross the border to Scotland and it's a
different story altogether. A new
championship for anew championship’s
sake is never a good idea, but done for the
right reasons, with an eye on developing
the club, then it must be applauded.

The Scottish Motor Racing Club
has, this year, introduced a pair of
championships which it aims to enhance
the sport at a grassroots level and allow
those with lower budgets to forge their
own on-track journeys.

Launched during last year’s British Touring
Carweekend, the Citroen C1 Cup has
proved to be one of the best additions to
the club’s bill in recent seasons.

The C1s offer drivers a full season’s
racing for approximately £7000,
afraction of the cost of more established
club championships.

The championship had its doubters, but
the quality of racing is second to none.
The level of talent on the grid — which has
grown from 11 carsin the opening round to
18 by mid-season —is incredibly even and
the fact that the title fight is going down to
the wire between karting graduate Ryan
Smith and racing novice Finlay Brunton is
testament to the success of the category.

That is on-track, but the SMRC and
Knockhill also deserve praise for what
they are doing off-track as well.

The recently-announced SMRC
Esports Championship — which began last
week on the subscription-based iRacing
platform —is the next step in boosting the
burgeoning grassroots scene. And you
know the club is serious because they've
brought in Red Bull Racing Esports driver
Graham Carroll to spearhead the project,
which aims to turn virtual racing into reality.

The winner of the inaugural season
will be rewarded with a fully-funded drive
in one round of the Scottish Legends
championship, while the runner-up is
given an ARDS test at the circuit; proof
of the club and circuit’s commitment to
bringing in new talent.

Scotland, in racing terms, is a small
community and one that always fights
against lack of resource and members.
That said, the interest in motorsport
appears greater than ever and by carefully
investing in championships it believes will
steadily grow its grassroots scene, the
SMRC is one step ahead of the curve.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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A LAME HORSE

Ferrari throws away a 1-2 withamismanaged race in Russia

= i

Leclercwas angry thathe wasn’table to

s

dveftakeVettel

'3“ FIA Formula
¥ World Champlonship

|

Lewis extended pointslead

Ferrariused a cute strategy at the start,butitled tobad feelingint

heteam

FIVEKEY TALK

1.Mercedes steals
awin from Ferrari
Lewis Hamilton edged one step
closer to his sixth world drivers’
title with victoryin Sunday’s
Russian Grand Prix—thefirstti
he’s stood on top of the podium ¢
the Hungarian GP in early Augt

It was the British driver’s 82nc
career win and hisninth of the
season. Yet since the summer br
Ferrarihasmoved to the front i1
the competitive order and was
favourite for victory in Russia
after astrongshowinginboth
practice and qualifying.

Butonlap26, Ferrari’srace
unravelled when Sebastian Vett
was forced toretire due toa prot
with his power unit. Ashe came
ahaltat Turn 15, race control he
no option buttoreduce the pace
the cars by deploying the virtua
safety car.

Mercedes seized the initiative
by pitting both silver cars, whic]
enabled it toleapfrogthe second
Ferrariof Charles Leclercfora

The victory completes Mercec
whitewash of thisevent,asitha
won all sixracesheld sofaratth
Sochi Autodrom.

Althoughit was unfortunate
for Leclerc, Valtteri Bottas said
the team’s decisiontorunthe
medium, rather than softer tyre
inthe Q2 segment of Saturday
qualifying set them on a counte:
strategy to Ferrari.

“We knew [by startingonthe
medium tyre] we golongerinth
first stintand hope for asafety c
or VSCtocome outlaterin ther:
said Bottas. “And it did today, lil
amiracle.”

Mercedes opted for a counter
strategy asitknew, inastraight
fight, the Ferraris would be diffi
to defeat, particularly with thei
power unitadvantage. Both red
cars were pullingnearly 0.3s ove
the opposition onthelongrun
downto Turn2in qualifying
which Hamilton described as
their “jetmode”.

Combined with therevised
aerodynamic package that was
fitted to the SF90 for Singapore
Ferrariheld the advantagein
Sochi, and that was underlined
with animpressive qualifying
lap on Saturday for Leclerc wh
became thefirst Ferraridriver
since Michael Schumacherin
2000 torecord four consecutive
pole positions. Behind him on
the grid, Hamilton also deliver
astellarlapto split the Ferrari:
and out-qualify his team-mate
by 0.6 seconds.

After taking the chequered fl:
Sunday (and alsonetting an extr
point for fastestlap), Hamiltons
on top of the world drivers’ stanc
witha73-pointadvantage overh
team-mate. It meanshecould se
up thechampionshipasearly as
the Mexican GPintworacestim

“Idon’ttry and think about the
I’'mhonestly focused on onerace
timeandtoensureIkeep delivel
atahighlevel,” said Hamilton.

“Valtteri, Charles, Sebastian
and Max [Verstappen] areall
performing so well —-it’s one of t!
best yearsI've seen. Although it
will be tough to beat them at the
nextrace,it’snotimpossible—
as we’ve seen today.

“Wewon’tstumble as we take:
onestepatatime.”
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RACE FACTS

Results © 2019 Formula One Administration Ltd

ING POINTS FROM SOCHI

RUSSIAN GRAND PRIX
Circuit: Sochi Autodrom Laps:53
2.Vettel stirsup a order toyield tohis then team-mate Race distance: 192.476 miles Lap: 3.632 miles
team orders yow Mark Webber. Lap record: 1m35.761s, Lewis Hamilton, 2019
With such alongrunfrom the “Iwould have got him anyway, 2018 winner: Hamilton (Mercedes)
startline to the braking zone at butlet’sdo another twolapstobreak
me Turn2, all eyes were on the start away,” said Vettel from the cockpit
ince and the impact the slipstream would of theleading Ferrari. When his
1st. have for everyone behind poleman engineer ordered himtolet Leclerc
| Charles Leclerc. by, Vettel added: “He’ll have to close Drag reduction
Startingthird on the cleanerside up,” knowing that the dirty air would system activation
eak, of the grid, Sebastian Vettel was compromise Leclerc’s ability to
1 immediately past Hamilton and stay in contention. Finally the swap
running behind his team-mate. B o happened when Leclerc pitted four
After gainingspeed behind Leclerc,  Vettelrefused to move aside laps earlier than Vettel and on fresher
Vettel seized thelead on theinside rubber he achieved the ‘undercut’
asthey brakedfor Turn2. to prevent Hamilton from using toemerge ahead of the German T
It was surprisingthat Leclerc thetowtogetintothelead. As when he pitted. S;:t%[rne a‘é%",g?iun
el didn’t defend the inside untila Vettel pulled away intothelead a Coming a week afterthe
lem radiomessage was played out from second message to Leclerc stated: disappointment of Singapore,
to Leclerc’s engineer soon afterwards: “Sebastian willlet you by nextlap.” Leclerc was clearly upset at Vettel’s RESULTS
d “Wearelooking at the swap further Butthen came the responsefrom decision making and was asked FIA Formula 1 World Championship, round 16/21
of intotherace.” Vettel which instantly conjured aftertherace whetherthetrusthad POS |DRIVERS | NAT | CAR-ENGINE TIME
1 Suddenly itbecame clear the memories of Malaysia 2013 when beenbroken. “Iwill always trust 1 Lewis Hamilton GBR | Mercedes 1h33m38.992s
Ferraridrivers had worked together herefused toobey the ‘Multi21’ theteam,” was his pointed reply. 2 Valtteri Bottas FIN | Mercedes +3.829s
3 Charles Leclerc MCO | Ferrari +5.212s
1 4 Max Verstappen NLD | Red Bull-Honda +14.210s
l 5 Alexander Albon THA | Red Bull-Honda +38.348s
1-2. 3.McLaren turns to interms of performance or laptime 6 | Carlos SainzJr ESP | McLaren-Renault +45.889s
les’ Mexc power somewhere between where we are 7 Sergio Perez MEX | Racing Point-Mercedes +48.728s
S McLaren’s trajectory towards now and the top teams,” said Seidl. 8 Lando Norris GBR | McLaren-Renault +57.749s
e the front of the grid was given a “From 2021 onwards the new 9 Kevin Magnussen | DNK | Haas-Ferrari +58.779s*
significant boost on Saturday when regulationsarekickinginbut we 10 | NicoHulkenberg | DEU [ Renault +59.841s
the team announced it would return need toberealistic. The three top 11 | Lance Stroll CAN | Racing Point-Mercedes +1m00.821s
to Mercedes engines from 2021. teams arenotjust there because of 12 [ Daniil Kvyat RUS | Toro Rosso-Honda +1m02.496s
Thenewscomesacoupleof months  havingmoremoney. They simply 13 [ KimiRaikkonen FIN | AlfaRomeo-Ferrari +1m08.910s
: aftertheteamannounced anupgrade doabetterjobalsoand they will keep 14 | Pierre Gasly FRA | Toro Rosso-Honda +1m10.076s
totheir Woking windtunnel, whichis  doingabetterjob.” 15 | Antonio Giovinazzi | ITA | AlfaRomeo-Ferrari +1m13.346s
- all part of the restructuring process For onemoment on Sunday, Carlos R Robert Kubica POL | Williams-Mercedes L28/withdrew
thatisbeingled by their new team Sainz was ahead of both Mercedes R George Russell GBR | Williams-Mercedes L27/mechanical
principal Andreas Seidl. Mercedes carsontrack asasuperb start took R Sebastian Vettel DEU | Ferrari L26/power unit
e have also guaranteed that McLaren him ahead of Lewis Hamilton, before R Daniel Ricciardo | AUS | Renault L24/damage
ar will receive power unit parity with the British driver retook third under R Romain Grosjean | FRA | Haas-Ferrari LO/collision
ace,” the works outfit. braking for Turn2. Sainzenjoyed * = five-second penalty for leaving the track and gaining an advantage
e “Thetargetistomakethenextstep  oneof hisbestresultsof the season A Winner's average speed: 123.310mph Lap leaders: Vettel 1-25; Hamilton 26-53
nextyear and hopefully wecanjump  tofinish sixth overall. McLaren wasleading Mercedes
FASTEST LAP | LEWIS HAMILTON 1m35.761s ON LAP 51 (AVERAGE SPEED:136.613MPH)
cult
g 4.Red Bull faces wasrunning ninth while behind him Honda’shomeracein Japan. QUALIFYING
2020 driver dilemma was Alex Albon-theman he’d had But Albon was forced to start POS | DRIVER TIME
'y There was afurious battle on-track togive up hisRed Bull drive for—and from the pitlane after anew floor 1 Leclerc 1m31.628s 11 | Perez 1m33.958s
betweenlaps19and 26of theRussian  followingin 11th was the second Toro and gearbox was fitted to his Red 2 | Hamilton 1m32.030s 12 | Giovinazzi 1m34.037s
Grand Prix which could have been a Rosso of Daniil Kvyat. All three had Bull after he crashed heavily during 3 | Vettel 1m32.053s 13 | Magnussen 1m34.082s
standalone shoot-out for the second suffered grid penalties following the qualifying. Albon blamed a gust 4 | Bottas 1m32.632s 14 | Stroll 1m34.233s
Red Bull seatin 2020. upgrade of their Honda power units of wind for his Turn 13 shunt. 5 | Sainz 1m33.222s 15 | Raikkonen 1m34.840s
Onlap23, Toro Rosso’sPierre Gasly  toensureapenalty-free weekend at Butratherlike his performance 6 | Hulkenberg 1m33.289s 16 | Gasly 1m33.950s*
; in Chinaearlier in the season, he 7 Norris 1m33.301s 17 | Russell 1m35.356s
, putin ameasured drive after a 8 | Grosjean 1m33.517s 18 | Kubica 1m36.474s**
qualifying smash and ultimately 9 | Verstappen 1m32.310s* 19 | Kvyat **
{ finished the racein fifth place. 10 | Ricciardo 1m33.661s 20 | Albon 1m39.197s***
Gasly ishopingto convince Red * = five-place grid penalty: additional power unit element used; ** = reguired o start from the back: additional power unit elements used; *** = required to start
0 Bull he can win his seat back with a from the pitlane: additional power unit elements used, gearbox replaced, parc ferme conditions broken
strongfinish tothe year, but after a RSN , , ‘ ,
robust defence of Albon in therace, [ , , ’ Ii g I '” " M wﬁ aﬁ’(. e, \\.j\ ‘
. he ultimately made a mistake and ’m i N e "y i e
- = : — = finished two places behind Kvyat, ‘p' . P ;
od s P l4th attheflag. -
S Gasly in the Toro Rosso and Red Bull’s Albon both had a point to prove
1gon
a 5.Drivers andF1 drivers andled toameetingbetween the changes. Ferrari threatened
its bosses make them and F1’sbosses Ross Brawn tousetheir veto unless asuitable
lings progresson 2021 and Chase Carey during the compromise wasreached. Inone 5 ' 0 )
is Inthe closing stages of the Russian Sochi weekend. victory for the team, ithas already #] 7l A x N
W Grand Prix, Charles Leclerc— “They were going through all the been decided thatastandard braking Romain Grosjean’s Haas ended up in the wall, this time onlap one
running third—was unable to get ideas and possibilities, and we asked system for 2021 has been abandoned.
e. intoapositiontochallenge Valtteri asdriverstobetalked toaboutit u CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
itas Bottas for second despite arguably because we have a pretty good view DRIVERS CONSTRUCTORS
ata havingacaradvantage. Likewisein of what we think would make the
ing the early stages of therace, Leclerc racing goodornot,” said Mercedes’ 1 Lewis Hamilton 322 1 Mercedes 571
had the same problem tryingto Valtteri Bottas. > 2 | Valtteri Bottas 249 2 | Ferrari 409
closein onleader Vettel. The 2021 rules 3 | Charles Leclerc 215 3 | RedBull-Honda 311
Theproblem of ‘dirty air’ from aresettobe 4 | Max Verstappen 212 4 | McLaren-Renault 101
he following another car remainsa decided within 5 | Sebastian Vettel 194 5 | Renault 68
concernfortherulemakerswhohave  fourweeks, 6 | Pierre Gasly 69 6 | Toro Rosso-Honda 55
floated theidea of other solutions butthe bigger 7 | Carlos SainzJr 66 7 | Racing Point-Mercedes| 52
to enliven the show, such asreverse teamsare h A 8 | Alexander Albon 52 8 | AlfaRomeo-Ferrari 35
gridsand qualifyingraces. The unhappy at — —— 9 | Lando Norris 35 9 | Haas-Ferrari 28
ust proposals drew criticism from the thescaleof 10 | Daniel Ricciardo 34 10 | Williams-Mercedes 1
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RACING NEWS

Festival prep

Luke Cooperand Chris
Middlehurst joined the National
Formula Ford 1600 grid at Brands
Hatch last weekend in preparation
for the Formula Ford Festival at the
end of October. Last year's Combe
champion Cooper made his first
National outing of the season, taking
victory inthe first race. Historic Mini
racer Middlehurstreturnedina
Team Dolan-run Van Diemen,
managing a best result of sixth.

New Clio drivers
Lastyear's Ginetta GT5 Challenge
Am class champion Nick Halstead
and former GT4 Supercup racer
Paul Taylor made their Renault UK
Clio Cup debuts at Silverstone last
weekend. Halstead took a best
finish of 10th, while Taylor took
aninth place inrace two. Anton
Spires, Nathan Edwards and Jade
Edwards all returned to the series.

Superkart champs
Two new champions were
crowned at Anglesey recently as
the British Superkart campaign
drew to a close. After finishing
second last yearinthe F250
National class, Andy Bird switched
tothe Division 1 twin-cylinder
category and took the title by 42
points. In F250 National, Gareth
James ended five-time champion
Paul Platt's run of success.

AnotherTF title

British GT title-winning outfit TF
Sport wrapped up the Blancpain
GT Series Endurance Cup Pro-Am
championship at Barcelona last
weekend, as Charlie Eastwood,
Ahmad Al Harthy and Salih Yoluc
finished secondin class. The trio
had won their class at the Spa 24
Hours with Nicki Thiim.

Martin has been the
driver to beat this year

SMITH TO DEFEND HIS
FFORD FESTIVAL CROWN

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

British GT4 frontrunner will make a return to single-seaters at Brands showpiece

=SS

By Graham Keilloh

Lastyear’s Formula Ford Festival
winner Josh Smith has confirmed
he will return to the Brands Hatch
event later this month with Oldfield
Motorsport to defend his crown.

Smith won last year’s Festival
driving for Oldfield after a dramatic
battle in the final with Niall Murray
and Oliver White.

Smithhasnotraced in Formula Ford
sincereachingthefinal of the 2018
Walter Hayes Trophy shortly after his
Festival triumph. He subsequently
joined the McLaren Automotive Driver
Development Programme and in 2019
raced in the British GT Championship
for Tolman MotorsportinaMcLaren
570S GT4. Paired with James Dorlin,

hefinished sixth inthe GT4drivers’
standings and won the Brands Hatch
raceinclass.

Smith tested with Oldfield at
Brandslast Friday in preparation
forhis appearanceinthe Festival,
which takes place on October 26-27.

“James [Oldfield], my team boss,
was always wanting me to come back
and doit,and I wanted to doitanyway
justbecauseIlove Formula Ford
racing,it’salways close,” Smith said.

“Hopefully we’ll try and win it again
but we will not underestimate my
opponents by any means, or think it’s
goingtobeaneasyride.

“I'mapproachingit with more of
alight-hearted attitude this time. But
itdoesn’t mean to say 'mnot goingto
come here and domy best to win it.

Photos: Gary Hawkins, Steve Jones
e

~ winning car last week

[Texpecttobe]still at thefront.Idon’t
expect anythingless, otherwiseI
wouldn’tbe doingit.”

Smith added that heisalso considering
enteringthe other major Formula Ford
end-of-year event, Silverstone’s Walter
Hayes Trophy in November. “We might
potentially do the Walter Hayes,” he said.
“We’ll see how the Festival goes first.”

Festival organiser the BRSCChas
confirmed this year’s highest-placed
teenager will get a British Formula 4
Scholarship Assessment Day placein
November, with a chance to compete
for a £35,000 prize package towards
a2020 F4 campaign. There will also be
adrivers’race equipment prize draw
ineach of the three heats, while the
Festival winner will receive hardware
from new event sponsor aimshop.com.

Haggerty will also make
Fr1600 comeback

Ciaran Haggerty will return to the

Formula Ford Festival at Brands Hatch
next month after striking a deal to race with
formerteam Graham Brunton Racing.

Haggerty last drove in the eventin 2014
after winning the Scottish Formula Ford
1600 championship in his second year.

He then went on to drive for GBRin
BRDC Formula 4 in 2015, before two
seasons in the British GT4 championship.

“I'm really looking forward to getting
back to the Festival, and back to my roots,”
Haggerty said.

“I've had some great success with
Graham in the past and we've stayed
close ever since we did F4.”

Haggerty's only experience of the
Festival ended in disappointment after
alate-race error, but he is determined
to make amends this time around.

“I'feel like I've got some unfinished
business with this race,” he added. “In
2014, lwas running strongly in third,
and was just waiting for the leaders to
make a mistake, but | went off at Graham
Hill Bend and finished 10th.

“That's what makes the event so
special, anything can happen and it's
such an adrenaline rush. | can’t wait to
get back there.”

The Festival will be Haggerty’s first
FF1600 race meeting for over a year, having
last driven in the Scottish championship
in a Graham Miller-run Mygale.

New National Formula Ford 1600
champion Ross Martin sat out the final
meeting of season at Brands Hatch last
weekend in order to avoid jeopardising
histitle by risking disqualification.

The Scot had mathematically secured
the crowninthefinal race at Silverstone
two weeks earlier, subject to being forced
to carry anon-scorefor any potential
exclusioninthefinal threeraces.

With drivers dropping their four worst
scores, thefact Martin had only onenon-
finish playedintohis hands. “It meant
thatIcould always think about taking
Brandsout of theequation,” he said. “It
isawesometo be here with the team, but
watchingtheracing,Iwanttobeinit.”

The 20-year-old does not yet have fixed
plansfor 2020, preferring tofocus on the
remainder of this season. “Next year,

Newly-crowned National FF1600 champion Martin sits out Brands Hatch series finale

therearenoplansatall,” hesaid.
“Iwouldlovetocomeback anddoit
again but you have got tomove up.
“IThave donetwo years of Scottish
Formula Ford, and eventually made the
jumptodothis. Andnow Iwouldlike to
make thejumptodosomethingelse.”
Martin will compete in the Festival
attheend of October, and possibly the
Walter Hayes Trophy a week later.

CSCC to race on the Le Mans Bugatti circuit for the first time in the club’s history

The Classic Sports Car Club will
race onthe Le Mans Bugatti circuit
next season for the first timeinits
16-year history with four 30-minute
pitstopraces.

Alongsideits annual meeting at
Spa, the CSCC has previously raced at
French tracks Dijon and Magny-Cours.

The club will visit the current
MotoGP venue across October 16-18
2020, in what is thought to be a first
for a UK club - offering all members,
rather than justasingle series,

2 -~ French event will be

straight in their tow cars, aslongas
they don’trace them!”

CSCC competitor Piers Masarati
competed in the Le Mans 24 Hours
twice, finishing sixthin the GT class
in 2003 aboard a Porsche 911 GT3-RS.

He added: “It’s going to be something
special for the drivers to experience the
thrill of a driver change in that pitlane.”

Thefourraces at the former DTM
and Formula 3000 venue will feature
rolling starts for either one or two-
driver entries.

achance to compete at the circuit.
CSCCdirector David Smitheram
said: “We have been working with
French organisers HVM Racing for
three years to secure time at Le Mans.
Thetrack timeisin huge demand with
French clubs, so we are thrilled to offer
this opportunity to our members.
“We’d love to be on the full 8.5-mile
circuit but I’'mnot sure we’d be able
to convince the French government
to close theroads. Members are
welcome to drive the Mulsanne
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HISTORICS
DOWN THE PUB

SIMON WEBSTER

British Historic Rally
Championship winner
Age:61 Lives: Norwich
-

!

Webster is the champion

He’s won the British
Historic Rally
Championship

“I'm so pleased that we've done it.

It's amazing! It's an absolute relief
and we've had to fight all the way. But
we've had our fair share of luck this
year. The rear axle that came off that
carinlreland — oh my goodness,

it was literally bending in two.”

They had some lucky
moments

“We've had one ortwo off-road
excursions and my co-driver Jez
Rogers had shouted at me and we
gotaway with it. So we've had a bit
of luck on our side. But you need a bit
of luck to win a championship.”

The camaraderiewas
important

“It's allabout the people lined up here
atthefinish of the Trackrod Rally, the
final round; the camaraderie in the
championship and the fun we get
with all these guys isjust incredible.
They are some very fast driversand
we are very proud to beat them.
Some of these guys have been
non-stop rallying for the last 30 years.
| came backtorallyingin 2011.”

Hehasagreatteam

“I've had an amazing team behind
me with Frank Richer and the guys.
Massive thanks are due to Frank

and his guys; itis so appreciated.
The enthusiasm they have for it —you
don'trealise until you see the tears
atthe end of thisrally. | feel very proud
and humble that they put so much
effortinand I really wanted towin it
forthe team.”

The co-driverwas akey
part

“The partnership with JezRogers is
what has really brought us on this
year. [t doesn’t happen by accident.
We spend along time talking about
the result and looking at our in-car
and other people’sin-car. That's
where the speed has come from.

[ think when we are up and running
we are now a match for the pace of
people like Matthew Robinson and
Nick Elliott.”

By Paul Lawrence

Andrew Siddall gave
his Fiat 131 a United
Kingdom rallying debut
on the Trackrod Rally as
a shakedown ahead of
contesting the Roger Albert
Clark Rally in November.
The strikingly-livered Fiat
has been reworked by the Dan
Sport teamto suit Yorkshire-
based Siddall, who has
previously competed in Ford
Escorts and Datsun 240Zs.
Siddallfirst drove the car
competitively on the Midnight
Sun Rallyin Sweden in July
butithad notbeenseenrallying
inthe UK until the Trackrod
on Friday night and Saturday.
“Thisisreally ashakedown
ahead of the Roger Albert
Clark Rally,” said Siddall, who
preferslonger endurance-style
rallies to one-day sprints. “It’sa
verynice car for gravel and it’s

O’Connell and Griffiths
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‘Gathercole swaps codes’ -
BWRDC head’s Ford Escort run, below

SIDDALL DEBUTS

FIAT ON TRACKROD

Endurance-spec 131 is ready for Roger Albert Clark in November

Photos: Paul and Ben Lawrence

bigger and heavier than an
Escort. Butitdoesn’thave the
same power as the top Escorts.
Ithink it will be absolutely
perfect for the Roger Albert

in November.”

The 131 has been built to FTA-
specification and has also been
created with a view toitbeing
used onlonger eventslike Rally
Morocco and the New Zealand
Silver Fern.In 2018, Siddall
finished fifth historic onthe
Silver Fernin his Escort MK1.

Siddall, who has been rallying
for more than three decadesin
total, came back into historic
rallyingaround a decade ago
after a sabbatical fromthe
sport. On the Trackrod he was
co-driven by the experienced
Phil Clarke but they took a
maximum in Dalby on Friday
night after getting wedged
onabank. Theyrejoined on
Saturday to set encouraging
stagetimes.

—— - -

iddall mde hi UE deut in his Fiat 31 on the Trackrod

Historic Formula 2 hattlers to finish the seaon on a Dijon hattleground

for Historic F2. Whilelocal ace
Robert Simac (March 712) and
Mark Goodyear (Lotus59) are
vyingtobe overall top scorer,
O’Connell and Griffiths are
battlingfor the Bruno
Giacomelli Trophy forthe
later two-litre cars.
Afteratroubled weekend at
Zandvoort when a detached

Acehistoricracers Martin
O’Connell and Miles Griffiths
will conclude a season-long
Historic Formula2battle at
Dijonin France this weekend.
O’Connell (Chevron B40)and
Griffiths (Ralt RT1) will top
acapacity grid of 35 cars plus
reservesforthellthand12th
races of arecord-breaking year

flywheel prompted twonon-
finishes, Griffiths trails by 17
pointsbut, with 30 available,
the contest is still wide open.
Several drivers will be chasing
winsincluding Matthew Watts
(Martini MK19/22), Martin
Stretton (March 782), Matt
Wrigley (Chevron B42) and
David Tomlin (Rondel M1).

Rare Marcos to run

at Castle Combhe

The one-off Marcos LM1800
that was entered for Le Mansin
1968 will be one of the features
when 60 years of Marcos sports
carsiscelebrated duringthe
Castle Combe Autumn Classic
on Saturday.

The specially developed
two-litre Volvo-powered
LM1800 was entered for Le
Mans for Marcos founder
Jem Marsh and John Quick.
Sadly, the LM1800 did not
qualify for therace.

The LM1800, based on a
1966 chassis, has spent the
last 20 yearsin Sweden but
hasrecently returned to the
ownership of the Marsh family
after a gap of 50 years. Chris
Marsh, son of Jem, plans to
run some demonstration laps
at Castle Combe.
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Edwards claimed second sxﬁot on the TTacl&od Historic Cup last weekend in a Fi-at 131

EDWARDS GETS IN RALLY GB PREPARATION IN FIAT 131

Aspartof hisbuild-upto GB,” joked Edwards ashe work on the Rally Sport
contesting Wales Rally GB will not gettorunin the Developments project.
inaHyundaii20, current Hyundai before WRGB “We’ll do the Malton Stages
British Rally champion Matt startson Thursday. in early November as well,”
Edwardsrallied a historic- Edwardsrallied the said Edwards. “Itis good see
specification Fiat 131 onthe Peter Smith-owned Fiat howitisdeveloping,” he said
weekend’s Trackrod Historic onthesameeventayear after battlingfor victory with
Cupand finished second. agoand was helpingto Matthew Robinson’s Ford
“Thisismy testfor Rally evaluate development Escort Mk2.

Gathercole’s fun

British Women's Racing Drivers’
Club chairperson Lorraine
Gathercole tackled two new
challenges on the Trackrod

Historic Cup when she made her
forestrallying debut and rallied in
the dark for the first time. Co-driven
by fellow historic racer Martyn Donn,
she duly completed the event as
part of her build-up to competing on
the Roger Albert Clark Rally in her
Ford Escort Mk1.

Prescott special
Sunday's entry for the Autumn
Classic hillclimb at Prescott includes
classes for American and American-
engined cars in deference to the
event's Anglo-American billing.
Notable entries are the Chevrolet-
powered HWM Stovebolt Special
of Simon Taylor and the 1965
Chaparral 2A sports-racing car
inthe hands of Mark Hales.

Family affair

Fatherand son Steve and Joe

Oade returned to forestrallying on
the Trackrod Rally in the Ford Escort
Mk1 once used as a hire carby XS
Racing. The Mk1, registered ‘WAX,
was driven by Kim Baker before
being sold and the Oades acquired it
in May. After a couple of local events,
the Holmfirth pair were third in class.

Clark’s glory

Jeremy Clark has retained his 70s
Road Sportstitle in his Lotus Elan,
with only the final race at Silverstone
to come. The Norfolk racer, who has
previously won titles in Formula Vee
and Porsches, settled the matter at
Brands Hatch 10 days ago when
rival Adam Bagnall Jaguar E-type)
was absent after a car-damaging
incident at the Oulton Park Gold Cup.

McLaren on show
On show at Prescott this weekend for
the season-closing Autumn Classic
willbe aMclLaren MP4/15 grand prix
carfrom the 2000 season. The Adrian
Newey-designed car was raced by
Mika Hakkinen and David Coulthard
and scored seven grand prix wins
during the season.

Hopkins in aTRZ

Kris Hopkins debuted his recently-
built Triumph TR7 V8 on the Trackrod
Historic Cup but retired on Saturday
morning after anon-damaging off.
The V8 has been built from a two-litre
automatic road car for use on the

Roger Albert Clark Rally.

Astons at Combe
Two significant Le Mans Aston
Martins will be on display at Castle
Combe on Saturday, topped by
DBR1/4,the carthat finished second
atLeMansin 1959 when driven by
Maurice Trintignant and Paul Frere.
Fromthe 1980s will be chassis
number 004 of the Nimrod Group C
project, which ran as high as third
overallin 1982. Ray Mallock, one of
the driversin'82, will be at the event
racing his Formula Junior U2.
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Plato was second in
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Toyota and Team Hard stole headlines, but the title hattle s still wide open. By Matt James

he British Touring
Car Championship
title battle between
WSR BMW 330i

M Sport team-
mates Colin
Turkington and
Andrew Jordan almost took a

back seat at Silverstone.

The first two wins went the way of Tom
Ingramin the Speedworks Motorsport
Toyota Corolla, while VW CCracer Jack
Goff took a sensational victory ina dry-
to-wetracein thefinal encounter to put
Team Hard’s first triumph in the books.

Turkington took a fantastic second
placeinracetwoto help cementhis
advantage goinginto Brands Hatch’s
showdown in 10 days’ time, while
Team Dynamics Honda Civic TypeR
driver Dan Cammish outscored Jordan
tokeep the pressure on. Thereis plenty
of lifeleft in this battle yet.

Race one

The compactlayout of the National
circuit meansthat grid positions are
settled by amatter of hundredths of
asecond. That alsomeans that the big
success ballast, while not as much of
ahindranceas at some other circuits,
does have a significant effect.

WSR andits drivers Tom Oliphant
and Turkington worked together to get
atowin qualifying but Turkington felt it
had “saved his skin” as he was unhappy
with the handling of his car, which
hehad tried to tweak through the free
practice sessions. He would lineupin
sixth spot with his 54kg of ballast.

Histeam-mate Jordan, with 48kg,
was paired with Stephen Jelley’s Team
Parker Racing BMW 125i M Sport fora
draft. But when Jelley’s car developed
an alternator problem, that scuppered
Jordan’shopesandhe wasleftina
lowly 14th.

Upfront, the joy belonged to Jason
Platoonacircuit which has traditionally
suited the Power Maxed Racing Astra.
He wasjust 0.06s faster than Chris
Smiley (BTC Racing Honda Civic

Type R FK8), with the Team Dynamics
Honda Civic Type R FK8 of Matt
Neal and Ingram sharing row two.

The other major player in the title
hunt, Cammishin the Civic TypeR,
would line up in seventh spot after
astrong effort with 42kg aboard.

A showerasthefieldlined up at the
start of the opener had allin aquandary,
butslicks was the choice. Silverstone
hasbeenrelaid with Tarmac since the
last BTCCrounds at the Northampton
track, and the question was how quickly
it would dry. It did, butit took a while.

Plato got apeach of astarttolead from
the wheel-spinning Smiley, who was
onthe wetter side of the track. That
benefited Ingram, wholeapt up to
second spot after amove on Neal at
Brooklandsonlap one.

The top two set off for a tense battle
which would determine the outcome.
Plato was pleased with his openinglap
and putal.1sbuffer on Ingram, who
was on the medium tyres as opposed
totheleader’s softs.

Once there was heatin the Dunlops,
Ingrambegantoreelin his prey. By
thefourth lap they were nose to tail.

“There was a small patch of water
ontheinside at Luffield, and I could see
Jason goingintightto theright-hander,”
said Ingram. “Iswitched myline and
took a wider entry to seeif it would
work, anditdid.”

Ingram got underneath the Vauxhall
and powered alongside through
Woodcote asthe pair beganlapfive.
Afterleaning on each other down the
pits straight, the Corolla prevailed as
they turned into Copse.

Plato knew the game was up. “Ijust
had no answer for Tom, he was faster,”
said the double champion. “Iwas
struggling a bit with the griplevels
at Luffield and I wonder if that was
the difference in the tyre compounds
we wererunning. He did me and that
wasthat. The car wasn’t great allrace,
sowe have work todo.”

Smiley was able to make up for his
torrid start toregain arostrum spot

asheovertook Neal, who was
struggling with the Dynamics car.
He would eventually slip to sixth
behind Smiley’s BTC team-mate
Josh Cook and Oliphant’s BMW.

Neal said: “Welooked at the race before
[the Porsche Carrera Cup GB],and we
thoughtthetrack had dried enough
so we took a gamble on the set-up.

“We didn’t know how quickly the
new surface here would dry out-but
itdidn’t dry fast enough and we had
been too aggressive with our set-up.
Thefirstfewlaps werelikeanicerink.”

It was worse for his team-mate
Cammish, who was involved with an
early brush with Jordan and dropped
back toan eventual 11th.

That might have been anightmare for
histitle hopes, butit wasn’t—mainly
thankstothe troubles affecting his
pointsrivals. Turkington slithered
aroundin the openinglapsonthefringes
of thetop 10 but an early spin, after
contact with Rob Collard’s Power
Maxed Astra, dropped him to 23rd.

Thanksto theretirement of others
and someneatracecraft, he was able to
claw hismedium-tyred BMW back to
14th, but that was a scant two points.

Jordan, on the softs, had fared better.
He wasin a bottleneck behind Neal
tobattleuptol1lth but,onlap12,
dropkicked Tom Chilton (Motorbase
Performance Ford Focus) to claim
atop10spot.

When the BMR Racing Subarus of
Ash Sutton and Senna Proctor both
suffered punctures, that promoted
Jordan to whatlooked like an eventual
eighth, just behind Mike Bushell
(AmDTuning.com Honda Civic Type R).
Chilton was overtaken for ninth on the
lastlap by Adam Morgan’s Ciceley
Motorsport Mercedes-Benz A-Class.

There was a sting in the tail for
Jordan, though, asthe clerk of the
course assessed his contact with
Chilton and determined that he was
toblame. The officialsissued him
with a 6.6s penalty and that dropped
him two places down the order to 10th.

Race two

While Turkington would have been
distraught tofinish the opener and
see hisadvantage at the head of the
table shrink from 10 points to six (after
Jordan’s slap on the wrist), there was
some consolation. Despite startingon
row seven, the reigning champion had
soft tyres and no ballast, while Jordan
had the medium rubber and 12kg,
going from 10th.

Arain shower (again) just before
the starthad teamsin a dilemma again
but all went for slicks.

Ingramled into Copsefrom Plato
and Smiley, but the top runners were
about to go on ahuge adventure. Firstly,
Smiley dropped back to fifth to help out
his closely following team-mate and
points battler Cook, but that allowed
Oliphant tojump into third place.

There was trouble coming for leader
Ingram, though. As the pace went away
from the Corolla on its softer rubber and
Plato zeroed in, Oliphant was keen on
making progress too. The BMW man
looked to theinside of Plato down the
Wellington Straight onlap 10, and
Plato went to defend. The Vauxhall
thenlunged for theinside of theleader
andnudged Ingram wide, which delayed
the Astraand Oliphant cannoned into
the side of Plato.

Asthey emerged, Oliphant collected
hismoment faster than the othersand
claimed thelead from Ingram and Plato.

Astherainintensified, onlap 13,
Morgan slipped out of ninth spot and
intothe gravel at Becketts. That meant
asafetycar.

Before they could reach the first safety
car board, Cammish and Plato, who had
been battling for third, got together at
Brooklands. That allowed Turkington
toslip up toarostrum slot from Plato,
while Cammish was delayed.

Intheracetothefirst caution period
marker, Cammish and Jordan were toe-
to-toe and spent the entire three-lap slow
train side-by-side (including contact at
Brooklands), with neither willing to
admit they hadn’t had the advantage

when they reached thefirst yellow flag.

Therainhad intensified under the
safety car, and it was treacherous stuff
when the greens flew, particularly
for the rear-wheel-drive cars.

Oliphant had alittle wobble at Copse
atthe get-go which allowed Ingram
toreclaimfirst, while the BMW man
was also on the look-out for his title
chasing team-mates.

Oliphantmoved aside tolet
Turkington into second place at
Becketts, and eventually slid down the
order toseventh. The increasingly bad
rain persuaded the officials tofly thered
flag, which was something that victor
Ingram wasn’t that keen on seeing.

“Iwashappy enough out there,” said
the winner. “Ilove conditions like that
where you are on tip-toesand tryingto
find the grip. It was anintenserace and
Iamnotreally sure what happenedin
the contact between myself and Plato
earlier on.Ihadlooked in my mirror
and saw he was battling witha BMW
behind, then all of asuddenIgot
anudge. Very strange.”

For Turkington, second place from
14th on the grid and a bigger points
lead than he had cominginto therace
thrilled him. “When you have been
around the championship, you know
there will be these crazy races,” said
the three-timetitle winner. “My car
was brilliant when it was shed of
weight —thefirst time I had driven
itlike that all weekend —butIwas
fighting for my life when therain
came. I havetobe pleased with that.”

Cammish survived to leapfrog Platoon
the second lap of greenflagracing, and
that sealed third place for him and did
his championship hopes a world of good.

“That was an amazingrace,” said
Cammish, who had started 11th on the
softer tyre, but was ballast-free. “It was
one where everything just opened up
infront of me.Icouldn’tdoanything
about Colin but I will take the points
thatgivesme.”

He actually earned more points,
because he was given an endorsement
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‘Bushell shone in race three’

Rob Austin’s driver ratings, page 32
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SILVERSTONE

Where: Silverstone,
Northamptonshire

First BTCCround: 1959

Lap length: 1.64 miles

Qualifyinglap record:
Jason Plato 57.430(2019)
Racelap record: Colin Turkington

57.687s(2019)

RESULTS
Round: 1 Laps: 22

ninspired tyre strategy to claim Team Hard’s first win

Weather: drizzle

Ingram worked hard
§ for two victories

and threemarkson hisracelicencefor
hisbrush with Jordan under the safety
car and he was alsorelieved of £1500.

Plato followed in fourth from the
BTC duo of Cook and Smiley. Behind
Oliphant, Jordan claimed a battered
eighth spot.

Bushell continued his superb
weekend with ninth place from
Matt Simpson (Simpson Racing
Honda Civic Type R), while Sutton’s
burnfrom 24th onthe gridto11th was
rewarded with pole position for the
reversed-grid race three.

Race three

If the scriptforthe second race at
Silverstone had been barmy enough,
racethree haditall. It was thefirstin
the NGTC era of the BTCC that most
of thefrontrunners were forced to
pitmidway through for a tyre swap
asrainintensified and it was the
strategy call —and the pitwork —

that was able to win the day.

Asissooften the case, it wasthe
driver who was bold enough to
make the decisionfirst who was
the biggest winner, and that person
was Goff. Hehad seen therain
intensifying on the out-lap, and
he darted for the pits.

Goff said: “My dad was on the
radioand he said ‘we are doingit’.
Soldid.Ireally wasn't sureit was
therightcall.”

Itwasabold gamble, but even he
thoughtit was a step too far when,
atthe end of three laps, the safety
car was called for.

Goff said: “Ifigured I wasinreal
trouble then-Iknew that the others
would take the option to pit too,
and then they would gradually
reelmein.”

When hereturned to the track, and
amid the confusion of those who had
stopped and those who hadn’t,the VW
CCdriver was battling with Sutton’s
Subaru. The BMR Racingdriver had
pitted at the end of lap five, which was
when the safety car was still out.

Turkington (left) and Jordan (right) were battling hard in the last race

However, the adjustments to the
estate-shaped car took longer than
some of hisrival machines and he was
held at the pitlane exit as the queue
went past, which meant helostalap.

Hehad prodigious pace and was able
tobattle ahead of Goff, buttheleader
was unaware that the Subaruwasa
lapdown. Hehitthefrontonlap 14
and, with a bit of luck, stayed there.

“I'tried to keep with Sutton because
IknewIwasstillinthe hunt
somewhere, butIlocked upandlI
nearly went off,” said Goff. “Ibacked
it off and then, over thelastfivelaps,
the windscreen started misting up
andIcouldn’tseeathing. Iwaslooking
through a50p-sized holein the screen,
which was all the vision T had. But
whataresult.”

Insecond place was another of the
early gamblers on a change to wets.
Aiden Moffat started from the back
row after propshaftfailureinracetwo
with the Laser Tools Racing Infiniti
Q50. There wasnothing for him tolose
by an early swap of Dunlops, and he
cameinattheendof lap two. That
wasjust as the safety car was brought
out,and he wasin prime position to
capitalise asthose around him either
pitted or the slick-tyred runnersfelt
the pain of no grip.

Moffat had actually worked his way
ahead of Goff asthe pair battled up
the order but the eventual winner
restored the order goinginto Becketts
onlap 11. Moffat survived what
hedescribed as “a brown trouser
moment” when he spun at Copseon
lap 14 but, despite slipping to fourth
asaresult, he wasback in second by
theend of thetour.

“That was thefirsttimeIhave
driven arear-wheel-drive carinthe
wet,” explained the 23-year-old.
“Wejust chucked a set-up atit.

Ijoked tothe boys beforehand that
Iwould probably be the one spinning
downthetrack,andIwas! But
thankfully we got it back together.”

Inaneventual third was Neal, who

had opted for his tyre swap attheend
of lap four, buthe wasn’t sureithad
beenthe correctcall. “Itold thelads
Ithoughtit was marginal, because the
others were still gettingaway at that
point, butit worked out,” he said.
“AsIwas climbingback throughthe
order,Igotto[team-mate and title
hopeful] Cammish and wondered if
Ishouldsitand protect his position.
Butthedifferentialin grip was so
much thatIsimply couldn’t.”

Cammish persevered on the slicks
and eventually finished 12th, which
meant he haslost groundinthetitle
chase to Turkington, who was seventh,
and Jordan, who was eighth. They
followed Oliphant, Chilton and Plato
acrosstheline.

The BMW pairhad stopped a
lap apartonlaps three and four.

Turkington, who had been further back

ontrackinthe openingexchanges,
watched what was going on ahead.

Hesaid: “I saw Oliphant and Jordan
divein, and I was wonderingif the team
would be able to cope with threeinall at
thesametime, solstayed out. It wasa
laplongerthanIwanted tobe honest,
butlhadtodoit.”

When the Northern Irishman
returned to the competition, heand
Jordan, desperate to limit the points
swing between them, were toe-to-toe.
Turkington’s car showed some battle
scars afterwards, but he was sanguine.
He said: “We are both fighting for this
title, and we wanted the points. There
was a bit of rubbing, but thatis how
desperate we both are.”

Jordan was equally fine with the
battle: “Thereisnothingleft on the
table at this point, but we are both
professionals.”

They are, and they will go to Brands
Hatchin10days’ time with 17 points
between them. They are not, however,
1-2in the table as Cammish has snuck
onemarkin front of Jordan.

The prospects for the three-race
showdown in Kent are already
lip-smacking.

POS | Q | DRIVER | caRr | TIME

1 4 | TomIngram Speedworks Motorsport Toyota Corolla GT € | 21m40.695s
2 1 | JasonPlato Power Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra(S)1° | +4.312s
3 2 | Chris Smiley BTC Racing Honda Civic Type R(S) +7.554s
4 9 | Josh Cook BTC Racing Honda Civic Type R4 +8.071s
5 5 [ Tom Oliphant WSRBMW 330i M Sport (S) +13.265s
6 3 | Matt Neal Team Dynamics Honda Civic Type R 8 +14.028s
7 13 | Mike Bushell AmD Tuning Honda Civic Type R (S) +16.886s
8 23 | Adam Morgan Ciceley Motorsport Mercedes A-Class (S) | +23.676s
9 11 | Tom Chilton Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS (S)1° | +23.926s
10 |14 | AndrewJordan | WSRBMW 330i M Sport (S)2 +23.987s

11 (7) Dan Cammish (Team Dynamics Honda Civic Type R) (42kg) +24.064s;12 (17) Rob Collard (Power Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra)
(S) +24.119s; 13 (21) Matt Simpson (Simpson Racing Honda Civic Type R) +24.384s; 14 (6) Colin Turkington (WSR BMW 330i M
Sport) (54kg) +25.716s;15 (12) Rory Butcher (AmD Tuning Honda Civic Type R) (30kg) +27.963s; 16 (22) Jake Hill (Trade Price
Cars Racing Audi S3 Saloon) +28.903s; 17 (15) Jack Goff (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) (S) +29.617s;18 (18) Ollie Jackson
(Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS) (S) +30.127s; 19 (19) Aiden Moffat (Laser Tools Racing Infiniti Q50) (S) +30.991s;20
(16) Michael Caine (Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS) (45kg) +31.217s; 21 (30) Sam Oshorne (Excelr8 Motorsport MG6)
+34.709s; 22 (29) Rob Smith (Excelr8 Motorsport MG6) +36.586s; 23 (27) Carl Boardley (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) (S)
+37.116s; 24 (8) Ash Sutton (BMR Racing Subaru Levorg) (S) (18kg) -1 lap; 25 (10) Senna Proctor (BMR Racing Subaru Levorg)
(S) -1 lap; 26 (25) Daniel Rowbottom (Ciceley Motorsport Mercedes A-Class) (S) -3 laps; R (20) Bobby Thompson (Team Hard
Volkswagen CC) (S) 15 laps/damage; R (26) Stephen Jelley (Team Parker Racing BMW 125i M Sport) 8 laps/damage; R (28) Mark

Blundell (Trade Price Cars Racing Audi $3 Saloon) 8 laps/damage; R (24) Michael Crees (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) 5 laps/battery
failure. Pole position: Plato 57.430s (102.83mph). Winner’s average speed: 99.88mph. Fastest lap: Sutton 57.967s

(101.88mph). (S) = soft tyre.

Round:2 Laps: 19
Weather: drizzle

POS |Q |DRIVER | TIME
1 |Ingram(S)? 20m26.815s

Round:3 Laps: 25
Weather: dry but getting wetter

POS | Q |DRIVER TIME

1 1 21 |Goff 28m22.240s
2 14 |Turkington(S) |+1.021s 2 29 |Moffat +7.300s

3 11 |Cammish(S) |+1.424s 3 28 |Neal +13.968s

4 2 |Plato2 +2.543s 4 5 |Oliphant? +25.5965s

s 4 |Cook# +3.956s s} 20 |Chilton +26.295s

6 3 [Smiley3 +4.431s 6 8 [Plato4 +29.883s

7 5 |Oliphant® +4.910s 7 10 [Turkington 2 +30.020s

8 10 [Jordan10 +5.116s 8 4 |Jordan? +33.061s

9 7 |Bushell7 +5.334s 9 19 [Crees +35.424s
10 |18 [Simpson(S) |+6.777s 10 |13 [Thompson +37.015s

11/(24) Sutton +7.277s;12 (20) Caine (S) +7.930s;13(27) Thompson
+8,056s; 14 (18) Jackson +8.478s; 15 (25) Proctor +8.573s; 16 (16) Hill
+9.265s; 17 (26) Rowhottom +9.451s; 18 (29) Blundell +10.258s; 19
(30) Crees (S) +10.266s; 20 (3) Chitton (6kg) +12.280s;21 (17) Goff-1
lap; 22 (22) Smith-1lap;R (23) Boardley +48.514s/suspension; R (28)
Jelley13Iaps/damage; R (8) Morgan (6kg) 12laps/spin; NC (12) Collard
12laps/damage; R (15) Butcher (S) 11 laps/damage; R (6) Neal (S)
(24kg) 11 laps/puncture; NC (19) Moffat 11 laps/propshaft; R (21)
Oshome2laps/contact-brokensteering.

Winner's average speed:91.46mph. Fastest lap: Turkington 57.687s
(102.37mph). (S) = softtyre.

11(16) Hill (S) +40.813s;12 (3) Cammish (42kg) +43527s;13 (18)
Blundell (S) +44.108s; 14 (22) Smith (S) +49.349s; 15 (1) Sutton
+50.344s;16 (27) Butcher +1m02.332s; 17 (3) Bushell (Bkg)
+1m02.687s; 18 (12) Caine +1m03.456s;19 (14) Jackson
+1m12.292s;20(30) Osborme (8) -1lap; 21 (26) Collard-11ap; 22 (11)
Ingram (54kg) -2laps; 23 (24) Jelley (S) -2laps; R (25) Morgan 21 laps/
damage; NC (15) Proctor 20 laps/pitstop-running; NC (7) Cook (S)
(30kg) 20laps/damage-pitstop; R (6) Smiley (24kg) 10laps/lost power;
R (17) Rowbottom 8 aps/damage; R (2) Simpson (6kg) Olaps/spin;R
(23) Boardley Olaps/batteryfailure.

Winner's average speed: 86.73mph. Fastest lap: Goff 1m02.760s
(94.09mph).

Yl A (e[ 1]  54kg' | 48kg’ | 42kg® | 36kg’ | 30kg®
BALLAST 24kgé | 18kg’7 | 12kg® | 6kg® | 6kg'®
CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
DRIVERS INDEPENDENTS

1 Colin Turkington 297 1 Cook 373
2 Dan Cammish 281 2 Butcher 351

3 Andrew Jordan 280 3 Chilton 289
4 Josh Cook 263 4 Hill 262
5 TomIngram 236 5 Tordoff 256

6 Rory Butcher 228 6 Morgan 248

7 Jason Plato 205 7 Smiley 247

8 Matt Neal 199 8 Moffat 214

9 Ash Sutton 191 9 Jackson 199
10 Tom Chilton 174 10 | Jelley 185

11Tom Oliphant 171;12 Adam Morgan 148; 13 Sam Tordoff 147; 14
Chris Smiley 132; 15 Jake Hil 126; 16 Rob Collard 117;17 Stephen
Jelley 84; 18 Aiden Moffat 80; 19 Ollie Jackson 57; 20 Senna Proctor
44; 21 Jack Goff 40; 22 Bobby Thompson 34; 23 Matt Simpson 33;
24 Mike Bushell 17; 25 Michael Crees 11; 26 Mark Blundell 5; 27
Daniel Rowbottom 4; 28 Michael Caine 4; 29 Carl Boardley 3; 30 Sam
Oshorne 2; 31 Rob Smith 2.

JACKSEARSTROPHY
1 Butcher 460
2 Oliphant 449
3 Thompson 293
4 Rowbottom 279
5 Smith 249
6 Crees 220
7 Boardley 209
8 Blundell 208
9 Osborne 192
10 Hamilton 183

11Caine 41.

11 Thompson 137; 12 Simpson 136; 13 Goff 132; 14 Rowbottom
109;15Boardley 75;16 Smith 71;17 Blundell 57; 18 Crees 55;19
Nicolas Hamilton 37; 20 Bushell 36; 21 Oshorne 35; 22 Caine 20.

A s

Jackson (1) suffered a hit from Bﬁtcher
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JACK GOFF

Goff was among the first drivers to contest the British Touring Car Championship for Team Hard. Over the years, with four cars
and multiple mid-season changes, the team has been through a considerable number of drivers but, all along, Goff was its man.

He is now the first driver to take the Kent-based operation to the top step of the podium.

Photo: Jakob Ebrey
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SILVERSTONE IN SEPTEMBER
Not that the British Touring Car Championship actually needs any livening up —it's hard enough to keep up with at times
anyway — but, thanks to the weather, there wasn't amoment when something wasn't happening during all three of the races.
It's spiced up the championship nicely too.

Had good pace
on Saturday
and was faster
thanteam-mate
Cammish. His
team misjudged
the conditions
and set-up for
the firstrace but

Neal came on strongly as the track
dried for sixth place. Contactin
race two resulted ina DNF but

he salvaged a podium thanks to
aclevertyre choice in thefinale.

ASH
SUTTON

/|

Team BMR Subaru Levorg

The Subaru had
more pace at
Silverstone than
many expected
and his qualifying
performance was
superb but the
teamwas too
greedy on set-up

which resulted in apuncture inthe
opener. A superb recovery and the
reversed-grid draw earned hima
pole for the finale. He was unlucky
with the weatherasinthe dry he
had the pace for a potential win.

AIDEN
MOFFAT

LaserTools Infiniti Q50

We don'tneedto
mention anything
prior torace three
where he was
among the first
tomake the call

to switchtowet
tyres. lt wasn't just
the tyre calll: this

was hisfirst time in arear-wheel-
drive carinthe wet, the first time

the car had runinthe wet. His

pace was impressive. He landed

Infiniti's first BTCC podium.

Hampered by
the same set-up
misjudgement
as histeam-mate
inthe opener,
butcameon
stronginrace
two fora podium
finish before
struggling on the wrong tyresin
race three. He was, however,
second of the slick-shod cars and
has moved up to second inthe
championship points chase.

The new Toyota
Corollahad
good pace this
weekendand
Ingram qualified
well but Sunday

was his day. His
pace in the tricky
conditions of both
race one and two made the
difference to earn himadouble
victory. He was unlucky to be
collected through no fault of his
owninracethree.

Althoughthe

FK2 Hondahas
never thrived here,
after his pace at
Knockhill, it was

still surprising not
to see Butcher
inthe mix. lt was

ananonymous
weekend for him which was further
hindered by a DNF through contact
inrace two. The weekend has,
sadly, left him out of overall
championship contention.

ANDREW COLIN JASON
JORDAN TURKINGTON $ PLATO 8/, \
—
WSRBMW 3301 M Sport WSRBMW 330i M Sport Power MaxedVauxhall
Jordan pushed Aftera Plato was on
hard all weekend misjudgement stunning form
but nothing inrace one which on Saturday and
seemedtobe caused aspin, managed to claim
going his way. itlooked like it his first pole of
He outscored his was goingto 2019. The soft
championship be abad day Dunlops threw
rivalsin the forthe reigning the balance of his
opener. That was champion but, Vauxhallinthe

opener but drove well to maintain
second. A minortangle with Ingram
costhimapodiuminracetwo buta

the highlight of his day as he lost
outin the next two and shipped
ground in the championship

in very difficult conditions
throughout the day, he still
somehow managed to outscore

chase. It's not over yet, but he will his mainrivals to extend his fourth topped off with sixth in the
be disappointed with his weekend. points lead. finale is a pretty good day.
TOM JOSH g/
CHILTON 5/ 10 COOK 10
Motorbase Ford Focus BTCRacingHonda

It was looking like Cook qualified Morgan started

itwas goingto be better than his 23rd aftera

an anonymous recent Saturday broken gear lever
weekend for formand putin in qualifying.
Chilton with two strong races There was

tokeep histitle
hopesalive.Inthe
finalencounter
he looked set to
make a big dent in his points deficit.
He was unfortunate when minor
contact had dire consequences
and his championship chances
now are purely mathematical.

aglimmer
ofhope ashe
recovered well -
inrace one to work his way up to
eighth position but, from there, he
spent the rest of the day in the wars.
He spuninto the gravel in the second
race of the day and then was miredin
the damaging dogfights in race three.

aninthinrace
oneandbeing
unfortunate to
collectdebrisin
race two which resultedina
pitstop and a lowly finish of 20th.
However, he made the right call
inthe final race and recovered his
weekend with a strong fifth place.

JAKE JACK 10 /
HILL 5/10 GOFF 10
— —_—

Trade Price Cars AudiS3 Team HardVW CC

In only his second Off the back of Goffhashada

weekend this year, his first win, Hill tC_Jugh year bL.Jt

and atatrack that would have been his opportunity to

the FK2 Civic hoping for more shine cameinthe

traditionally this weekend. final race of the

struggles on, The highlight of day. He was, by

Bushell was cameinracethree far, thefirstto

make the calland
gethimselfonthe
right tyres which gave himthe
opportunity but it was more than
that: he genuinely had impressive
pace and he used it brilliantly to
take his first win of the season.

where he excelled
onslicktyresand
awet circuitand
was working his way forward well
untilthe cars on wets came past.
He may have only finished 11th
but he won the slick-shod race.

consistently

insidethetop 10

and looked set for something
special inrace three. Perhaps,
having got himself in to such
agood position, he was too
reluctant to pit for wets...
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‘More bad luck for Coates’

Renault UK Clio Cup, below

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

Taylor ends long win
d t _th d bl Forsche)[}arrera Cup GB
28 laps) 1 George Gamble
rough wi adounie (Redline); 2 Ross Wylie (In2
Ginetta Junior Racing) +7.703s; 3 Justin
- - Sherwood (Parker); 4 Aaron
By Stephen Lickorish Mason (Brookspeed); 5 Peter

James Taylor hadn’t taken
a Ginetta Junior win since
Donington Park in April. But
he grabbed two at Silverstone
amid controversial
circumstances.

The first was achieved in
race two when he was part of
athrillinglead battle that also
included James Hedley, Gus
Burton and Lorcan Hanafin.

“Ilost the lead three times
and managed to getit back,”
said a delighted Taylor, who
admitted he was starting to
doubt himself after a tough
middle chunk of the season.
“WhenIhad them come up
behind me I was just holding
on for dear life.”

Taylor led for much of the
finale too but, as the clock
ran down, Hanafin squeezed
ahead at Luffield. Taylor then
fought back at Woodcote to
narrowly reclaim the lead and
the battling continued on the
‘final’ tour with Will Martin
seemingly the winner. But it
turned out Taylor had crossed
theline fractions of a second
after the clock went to zero,
and he was handed the victory.

Martin did win the opener
though, after Hanafin and
Burtonreceived track limits
penalties, points leader Hedley
went off at Becketts and Ethan
Brooks spun out of the lead
with suspected brake trouble.

Coates punted out as
Young takes points lead
Renault UK Clio Cup

By Stephen Lickorish

It was always goingto happen. With
the top five carsin the second Renault
UK Clio Cupraceall running so close
together, contact wasinevitable. And
itwasMax Coates who wasagainon
thereceivingend.

After Jack Young passed double
polesitter Brett Lidsey at Luffield early
on, he was unable to break away from
the chasingpack. And matters came
toahead threelapsfromthe end when
Jade Edwards attempted to pass Coates
ontheinsideinto Brooklandsbutslight
contact broke her steering with Coates
and Lidsey getting wiped out.

“If she wanted to overtakemethere
wasa gapontheinside,” said Coates.
“Thit the brakes and she wentinto
theback of me. It’s very frustrating
butthe pressure’sall on Jack now.”

Aftertaking what became a
comfortable win, Youngnow has
al5-pointleadinthetitlerace over
arch-rival Coates.

The opener wasjustas close butit
was Lidsey who claimed hismaiden
win as he escaped a tussle between
Young, Coates and Jamie Bond. That
was decided when Young clipped the
kerb at Becketts, launchinghis car
ontotwo wheels and letting Coates
and Bond through.

“I'moverthemoon,” said Lidsey.
“AtKnockhill, the mistake that cost
meP2really hurt me coming home.
Iwanted tomake sureldidn’tmake
that samemistakeagain.”

Hedid not buthiselimination in
race two means he hasnow dropped
outof thetitle picture.
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Gamble won the races but
Harper (r) took the crown
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HARPER CROWNED AS

GEORGE’S GAMBLE PAYS OFF

Gamble takes a double win after inspired tyre call in changeable conditions

Porsche Carrera Cup GB

By Stephen Lickorish

When Pro-Am racer Karl Leonard
qualified third overall after adry
session, itwas clear this was going
to be a topsy-turvy Porsche Carrera
Cup GB event.

Buttheunusual results were notenough
to prevent Porsche Junior Dan Harper
sealingthe title with threeracesto spare.

Aswith Croftearlierin the season, where
Leonard took an overall race win, rain was
the cause of therandomness. After four
laps of the opener, the order was headed by
thereturning Ross Wylie, with Am drivers
Justin Sherwood (who later sealed the class
title) and Peter Kyle-Henney second and
third, George Gamble fourth, and debutants
Aaron Mason and Lucky Khera completing
the top six. All of these drivershad chosen
touse wet tyresonatrack far from dry after

earlier rain, Gamble opting to switch from
slicksatthe end of the formation lap.

Gamble duly wenton to passthe Ams
and grabbed the lead from Wylie at
Brooklandsonlap18of the28,ashe
took an impressive win.

“Onthewarm-uplapIcouldn’tgetany
heatinthetyres,” Gamble explained.
“Ijustthought atthelast-minute I would
diveinto the pitsand it paid off. It just didn’t
dryoutandImanagedtobuildagap.”

Of the slick-shod runners, Harper and
2014 champion Josh Webster had a brilliant
battle throughout, with Harper edging clear
late on to take seventh and third in the Pro
class—more than enough to secure the title.

“Within alap the guys who started on
wets further back were ahead soit was
hard to keep calm and stay out of trouble
because they had somuch pace,” said the
new champion. “It was great fun battling
with Josh andIwasjust makingsure

Scores are level as rivals Maloney and Alvarez collide

British Formula4

By Graham Keilloh

Zane Maloney and Sebastian Alvarez
will head to British Formula 4’s Brands
Hatch finalein afortnight asjoint points
leaders after they sensationally collided
in Silverstone’s third race. While, after
astrong weekend, Louis Foster still has
anoutsidetitle shot.

Foster took two Silverstone wins
and a third place, and was pacesetter
in wetand dry. Only arace-twoincident,
wherein he was aninnocent victim,
denied him a possible perfect weekend.

“I'mnot going tofocus on the negatives
toomuch, butif wedidn’t have that
contactinrace two we probably would
havehad thetriple,” Fostersaid. “Idon’t
know why, but we always seem to go well
[at Silverstone].

“Brands Hatch ismy favourite circuit -

the championship’s open now. We’re
still 30 points behind; we’re going toneed
luck. But you create your own luck and if
we go quick we’ll create some of ours.”
Foster took alights-to-flag Silverstone
race one victory while Maloney, who led
the championship pre-weekend, locked up
andran wide at Becketts onlap one while
challenging Josh Skelton for second. This
dropped Maloney tosixth andlet Alvarez—
who entered the event 15 points shy of him
—take advantage tomove up tosecond,
where he stayed for therace’sremainder.
Maloney only recovered tofifth.
Alvarezmademore points hay by
winningadampracetwo. Herose
within two lapsfrom startingfifth on
thereversed grid toalead hedidn’tlose,
keeping Maloney atarm’slength in
second. Maloney reckoned he had
understeer from front wing damage after
nudging Carter Williams at Brooklands

nothing went wrong.

“It’savery special feeling—itfeelslikea
long time sincel was a champion! Porsche
gave me atop opportunity and it wasnice
topay them back, the pressure wason.”

Gamble started sixth on the partially
reversed-gridforracetwobutitdidn’t
take himlongtopass polesitter Khera
andtakethelead, goingontotake another
win and complete a perfect weekend.

“Itwasabrilliantrace—-Ijust wentforit
and gotthegap,” said a delighted Gamble.

Butthedriver of theracehadtobe
returning champion Tio Ellinas. After
contact put him out of the opener, he
started downin 17th. But that didn’t stop
himfrom surging through the order,
grabbing second with a bold dive down
theinside of Harper at Brooklands.

Webster passed Harper toobutitdidn’t
matter—the teenager had already done the
hard work in the opening six weekends.

|

Foster (1) had a strong F4 weekend

on lap one, spinning Williams into
Foster. Foster then recovered from 14th
tofinish third, despite contact with Alex
Connor when taking the place,leaving
Connorinthe Becketts gravel.

Foster again dominated race three,
heldin variable weather. Alvareztriedto
pass Maloney for second at half-distance,
gettingalongside on the outside of
Brooklands. But, not offered space by
Maloney at the corner’s exit, lost control
ontheslippery kerb and speared into
Maloney at Luffield, puttingboth out.

King reigns supreme at Silverstone as he reclaims the GT4 Supercup advantage

Ginetta GT4 Supercup

By Graham Keilloh

Harry King was the beneficiary in
the three-way Ginetta GT4 Supercup
championshipfight at Silverstone,
taking two wins and a second while
hisrivals, Will Burns and Tom Hibbert,
had mixed weekends. It meansKing
heads to Brands Hatch’s season-closer
seven points ahead of Burns.

“Of course I would have liked to have

donethetriple and had the stats, but
two wins and a second placeisreally
good,” Kingsaid. “He’s [Burns] had
an unfortunate weekend but so have
wein the previousraces this year.
We went well at Brands Hatch last
year—Ilook forwardtoit.”

King dominated the first two
Silverstoneraces from pole, delighted
with hishandling, whileinrace one
Burns and Hibbert finished 17th and
seventh respectively after colliding at

Becketts when disputing second.

Burnsrecovered to second place
inracetwo, helped by two ahead -
includingthird-placed Hibbert -
picking up track-limits penalties.
Inthereversed-gridrace three, King
rose from starting fifth tolead by
halfway around the first lap. Hibbert
passed him at Luffield at half-distance
to win, and King beat Burns for second
after a thrilling place-swapping battle
onthefinallap.

Kyle-Henney (In2 Racing);

6 Lucky Khera (Parker). Fastest
lap Gamble 59.765s (98.81mph).
Pole Daniel Harper (JTR).
Starters 22. Race 2 (28 laps)

1 Gamble; 2 Tio Ellinas (Redline)
+1.778s; 3 Josh Webster
(Parker); 4 Harper; 5 Wylie;

6 Tom Roche (Rob Boston).

FL Gamble 59.406s (39.41mph).
P Khera. S 22. Points (after
14116 rounds) 1 Harper 141;

2 Gamble 95; 3 Webster 94;

4 Lewis Plato (Motorbase) 87;

5 Dan Vaughan (Motorbase) 49;
6 Seb Perez (Redling) 47.

Ginetta Junior (11 laps)

1 Will Martin (Richardson
Racing); 2 Zak 0'Sullivan

(R Racing) +0.335s; 3 James
Taylor (Elite Motorsport);

4 Lorcan Hanafin (Douglas
Motorsport); 5 Aston Millar

(R Racing); 6 Gustav Burton
(Douglas). FL Hanafin 1m11.168s
(82.98mph). P James Hedley
(Elite). S 23. Race 2 (14 laps)

1 Taylor; 2 Hanafin +1.183s;

3 Burton; 4 Hedley; 5 0'Sullivan;
6 Martin. FL Hanafin 1m15.220s
(78.51mph). P Hedley. S 23.
Race 3 (14 laps) 1 Taylor;

2 Hanafin +0.020s; 3 Burton;

4 Hedley; 5 Martin; 6 Joel
Pearson (R Racing). FL Hedley
1m14.836s (78.91mph). P Taylor.
$ 23. Points (after 23/26
rounds) 1 Hedley 603; 2
0"Sullivan 543; 3 Martin 468; 4
Casper Stevenson (Richardson)
402; 5 Hanafin 397; 6 Taylor 383.

Renault UK Clio Cup

(18 laps) 1 Brett Lidsey
(MRM); 2 Max Coates (Team
Hard) +1.344s; 3 Jamie Bond
(Team Hard); 4 Jack Young
(MRM); 5 Ben Colburn
(Westhourne Motorsport); 6
Anton Spires (Westhourne). FL
Young 1m04.141s (92.07Tmph).
P Lidsey. S 14. Race 2

(18 laps) 1 Young; 2 Colburn
+1.540s; 3 Ethan Hammerton
(Team Hard); 4 Spires; 5 Bond;
6 Finlay Robinson (Westhourne).
FL Colburn 1Tm04.593s
(91.42mph). P Lidsey. S 14.
Points (after 16/18 rounds)

1 Young 330; 2 Coates 315;

3 Bond 284; 4 Lidsey 262; 5
Hammerton 226; 6 Colburn 225.

British Formula 4 (22 laps)

1 Louis Foster (Double R);

2 Sebastian Alvarez (Double R)
+1.313s; 3 Josh Skelton

(JHR Developments); 4 Carter
Williams (JHR); 5 Zane Maloney
(Carlin); 6 Alex Connor (Arden).
FL Foster 56.398s (104.71mph).
P Foster. S 15. Race 2 (19 laps)
1 Alvarez; 2 Maloney +1.243s;

3 Foster; 4 Roberto Faria
(Fortec); 5 Bart Horsten (Arden);
6 Luke Browning (Richardson).
FL Foster 1m02.706s
(94.18mph). P Connor. S 15.
Race 3 (17 laps) 1 Foster;

2 Horsten +1.365s; 3 Browning;
4 Sketton; 5 Christopher Lulham
(Fortec); 6 Tommy Foster
(Arden). FL L Foster Tm01.213s
(96.47mph). P Foster. S 15.
Points (after 27/30 rounds)

1 Maloney 367; 2 Alvarez 367;

3 L Foster 337; 4 Skelton 307.5;
5 Horsten 237.5; 6 Williams 218.

Ginetta GT4 Supercup

(16 laps) 1 Harry King (Elite);

2 Simon Rudd (Rob Boston
Racing) +4.369s; 3 Carlito
Miracco (Privateer); 4 Reece
Somerfield (Elite); 5 Alan
Henderson (AK Motorsport);

6 Fin Green (Rob Boston). FL
Tom Hibbert (Triple M) 57.498s
(102.71mph). P King. S 20. Race
2 (25 laps) 1 King; 2 Will Burns
(Rob Boston) +6.476s; 3 Hibbert;
4 Somerfield; 5 Henderson;

6 Miracco. FL King 57.683s
(102.38mph). P King. S 20. Race
3 (22 laps) 1 Hibbert; 2 King
+2.598s; 3 Burns; 4 Somerfield;
5 Henderson; 6 Green. FL Burns
58.094s (101.65mph). P
Henderson. S 20. Points (after
20/23 rounds) 1 King 529; 2
Burns 522; 3 Hibbert 483; 4
Somerfield 382; 5 Miracco 331;
6 Michael Epps (Team Hard) 262,
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KIRKISTOWN: SOOMRCI MARTIN DONNELLY TROPHY BY RICHARD YOUNG

Photos: Roy Dempster
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It probably should have happened
earlier. With four very determined
past winners contesting the Martin
Donnelly Trophy lead for lap after
lap, something had to give.

Andeventuallyitdid, the only real
surprise beingthatittook 14 torrid laps
of Kirkistown’s 1.5 miles before the
quartetbecameatrio—anoccurrence
marked by the fluttering of red flags
and adecision by the clerk of the
coursetodeclarearesult.

The protagonists, Ivor McCullough
(winnerin 2006 and 2012), his brother
David (2018), Alan Davidson (2014) and
Noel Robinson (2009 and 2011) had
provided anail-bitingfinal race of the
day which could, and probably should,
have been won by any of them.

Forlap afterlap they circulatedina
slithering, squabbling pack with no
quarter asked or given. Three white cars
—thetwoMcCullough 01 Van Diemens
and Davidson’s venerable '89 Mondiale—
locked in combat with Robinson’s black
and orange Van Diemen, visitingevery
millimetre of Kirkistown’s Tarmac.
When they arrived at the Hairpin for the
15th time the battle showed no signs of
abating. Surely it couldn’tlast? It didn’t.

A clash of wheels with David
McCullough on the exitlaunched
Robinson skywards andintoaroll
thatleft the hithertoimmaculate Van
Diemen looking very used indeed.

Happily, Robinson emerged unscathed

after his spectacular departure. With
theresult taken back alap, David
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McCullough was classified 0.09
seconds ahead of hisbrother with
Davidsonafurther0.5sin arrears.

An equally nail-biting scrap for what
became fourth between the Rays of David
Parksand Ian Campbell and the Van
Diemens of Scott Finlay and Will Herron
alsowentthefull distance with Parks, in
hisfirst Formula Ford race for several
years, taking the spot from Finlay after
Herron and Campbell both copped
penaltiesfor track limitsinfringements.

All of the above almost overshadowed
asterlingrunfrom Stefan Donnelly
who charged hardin Paul McMorran’s
Crossle 32F —painted up for the occasion
indad Martin’s old livery from three
decadesago—toclaimatop 10finish.
Not bad for a42-year-old car among
alot of much more modernmachinery.

Earlierinthe day, David McCullough
had clinched the Northern Ireland
FF1600 title with a brace of third place
finishesinthetwofinal rounds. Title
rival Davidson twice finished second
behind Ivor McCullough.

TheIrish Formula Vee brigade made
theirfinal Kirkistown appearance of the
year, with reigning champion Anthony
Crosstakingthe honoursinboth the
last championshipround and, laterin
the day, the Emerson Fittipaldi Trophy.
Philip Sheane was runner-up both
times, while Dan Polley took thefinal
podium spotfrom Jack Byrneinrace
one by amargin of one-thousandth of
asecond, while Byrne justbeat Jimmy
Furlongto thirdin the Trophy race.
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ninth in old machinery

Paul O’Brien madeit two out of
threeinthe Legends encounters—
becoming the most successful driver
intheclassin terms of race wins along
the way. Greg Richardson upset the
apple cartinrace three thoughtobeat
O’Brienacrossthelineby0.4s.

There was some pretty franticaction
amongthe Roadsportsfield too, where
Mark Crawford’s Rover-powered
Caterhamfought hard with the Radicals
of Ivor Greenwood and Jim Larkham.

Crawford might have won the first
encounter butforalate-racetangle
while passinga backmarker, which
left him and Greenwood on the grass
at Colonial while Larkham sneaked
pastto win. History almost repeated
itself inrace two, but this timeit was
Crawford and Larkham who struck
trouble allowing Greenwood to win,
takingthetitle as well. Mark Francis
and Trevor Allen took a win apiecein
the one-litre Class B ‘Sevens’ battles.

Robert Kennedy was a double winner
inhisMazda MX-5, while the Fiesta
contests went toPaul Stewart from
Megan Campbellin the opener, and
Mark Stewart from Paulin the second.

Astheonly runnerinthe GT class,
Gerard O’Connell’s Millington-powered
SHP Escortran away with both the tin-
top encounters. Top ‘normal’ saloon was
Ciaran Denvir’s Honda Civic, ahead of
Peter Baxter’s SEAT Leon. Greer Wray’s
BMW completed therace one podium,
while Luke Baxter’s Volkswagen Golf
took third in the second encounter.
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" David McCullough
(c) triumphed again

DAVID TAKES VIGTORY IN I-'HANTIO FINALE

Martin Donnelly Trophy FF1600
David McCullough
(Van Diemen RFO1)

Northern Ireland FF1600
Races 1 & 2: lvor McCullough
(Van Diemen RFO1)

Formula Vee
Races 1 & 2: Anthony Cross
(Sheane FV94)

Irish Legends
Races 1 & 2: Paul 0'Brien
Race 3: Greg Richardson

Roadsports

Race 1: Jim Larkham
(Radical PROG)

Race 2: Ivor Greenwood
(Radical Prosport)

NI Saloons/GT
Races 1 & 2: Gerard 0'Connell
(SHP Escort Millington)

NI Mazda MX-5 and Fiestas
Races 1 & 2: Robert Kennedy (MX-5)

Greenwood was in the thick of the Roadsports battles, winning race two

A DONNELLYJOINS THE
DONNELLY TROPHY GRID

The Martin Donnelly Trophy
was created back in 2006 to honour
Martin Donnelly Sr who, up to his
death a year earlier, had been one
of the keenest, and probably the
most vociferous, FF1600 fan ever.
Since thenit has been an annual
affair, hotly-contested, with a list of
past winners that includes most of
Ireland’s FF1600 talent. This year,
however, was thefirst time the
Donnelly name appeared on the
entrylistas well asthe Trophy when
Stefan Donnelly, son of former Lotus
F1star Martin Jr, turned outin a
Crossle 32F. The car featured the
legend ‘Donnellys for Spuds’ and was
paintedin the colours worn by Martin
Jr when hebegan hisracing career.

Anditwasn’t simply a cameo
appearance in his grandfather’s
race. Stefan charged hard, mixing
it with the midfield pack, all of
whom were in machinery atleast
18 years newer than the venerable
Crossle, and scoring a top-10finish
for his troubles. He also took Pre-82
honours, which led to him receiving
his trophy from hisdad, who was on
hand to present the prizes!

But while Stefan hasno ambitions
towardsmakingitasan F1driverlike
hisfather, he does have an involvement
withmotorracing’stoplevelasa
member of the legal team looking after
Red Bull ‘new boy’ Alexander Albon.

The applerarely falls far from
thetree...
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Lars Alexander Hoffmann took a pair of
second placed finishes in the Caterham
Roadsport championship at Brands
Hatch to climb up the standings and
claim thetitle by asingle point.

Pre-eventleader Stuart Bell was absent
following damage sustained in a collision at
Donington Park and, of thoseremaining, it
was Will Rossettithat made the best startto
the opener, before tumbling down the order
ahead of amid-raceredflagandrestart.
Andrew Murgatroydled the second part
more orlessthroughouttokeep himself in
contention, although main rival Hoffmann
was a constant threat. Rossetti could only
manage sixth, which proved to be his best
finish of the weekend.

Importantly, Murgatroyd led Hoffmann
atthestart of race two to put himself in
achampionship-winning position but,
when Ben Lopez-Appleton passed both
of them on the second lap, on his way
toaneventual victory, German driver
Hoffmann snuck ahead of Murgatroyd
toturnthe championship tables.

Harry Cook got between the two title
rivals—and for a while ahead of Hoffmann,
too—but ultimately Murgatroyd’s hopes
effectively cameto an end with fourlaps
to go when abigmoment at Graham Hill
Bend cost him a couple of seconds.

Thefirst420R race wentaccordingtothe
championship form book, with John Byrne
heading David Henderson home by 15
seconds. Thatleft Byrneneedingjusta13th
placefinish on Sunday to wrap up thetitle,
but that wasin doubt on two occasions:
first when he stalled on the grid, dropping
almosttotheback, and secondly onlap
six of 31 when he was trying to pass Matt
Higginson for sixth and careered straight
on at Graham Hill Bend. He survived both
moments, coming homefifth as Henderson
took a consolation win. The fight for second
was settled eightlaps from home when the
flying Richard Ainscough and Aaron Head
collided at Paddock. Both survived, but
Ainscough dropped back to sixth.

Dan French secured the 270R title with
anunderstated sixth placein arestarted
race. Tom Allen and James Murphy disputed
the win, with just 0.023s separating them as

they crossed the line, Allen winning the
dragrace. The star turn was Caterham Cars
CEO Graham Macdonald, who climbed

from 12th tofinish on the podium after diving
inside Greg Monks at Paddock seven laps
fromtheend. French sat out the secondrace,
with Murphy a comfortable winner after
Macdonald made a series of mistakes, which
eventually promoted Monks to second.

The National Formula Ford 1600
championship had already been resolved
infavour of interested spectator Ross
Martin, who saw three different drivers
takevictory over the weekend. Seasonal
debutant Luke Cooper (Swift) took the
opener, with the pressure from Joey Foster
(Firman) comingtoanendonlap14of 18
whenboth got sideways at Paddock and
Foster spun down the order. Michael
Eastwell finished second to Cooper, but the
order wasreversedin Sunday morning’s
race when the Spectrum driver got ahead at
Druidsshortly before a safety car period.

Rory Smith was on the podium in each of
thefirsttworacesinhisMedina, but was
narrowly denied a win in the reversed-grid
finale. Spike Kohlbecker amassed alead of
more than 2sin hisRay, but Smithreeledin
the American and spent the second half of
theracejusttenths of a second behind him.

The Classic and Modern Motorsport
ClubProduction Saloon raceboiled up
toafascinating conclusion after Jonathan
Bevan spunthe Honda Integrahe was due
toshare with Rod Birley into the gravel at
thefirst corner. Bradley Lane was chased
homeinhis Civic Type R by the similar car
of Dave Hutchins and, latterly, the older
model of Jamie Primett/Kamran Tunio,
which started at the back after being found
tobe underweight after qualifying.

Birley switched to his Ford Escort WRC
for Sunday’s Super Saloons double-header
and unsurprisingly took two wins, although
Niall Bradley’s BMW M3 ran him close.

Simon Vercoe took his Golf Mk5toa
dominantfirst victory of the seasonin the
Production GTiopener, with champion
Simon Hill stymied by clutch issues. Adam
Hanceled the openinglap of the second
contest, but Martyn Walsh blasted ahead
atthebeginning of lap two, taking the win.
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Hoffmann (r) just
defeated Murgatroyd (1)
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McCORNMACKFINISHES
RUNNER-UP YET AGAIN

3

It'snow four consecutive years that McCormack has finished second in a Caterham series’sta
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HOFFMANN SEALS TITLE
BY JUST A SINGLE POINT
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imed final National FF1600 win

Three times arunner-up on a different
rung of the Caterham motorsportladder,
Irish driver Jay McCormack arrived at
Brands Hatch having accrued most points
inthe Caterham 7 310R Championship.
He was the bridesmaid again, though,
with Gordon Sawyer - who won more
races than anyonein 2019-takingthe
crown, having finished second last year.

McCormack’sintroduction toracing
came by way of an argumentin a pub
which resulted in him entering the 2016
Caterham Academy.

“WhenIcameintoitI hadatargetto
get on the podium and I won thefirst
race soIkind of blew that out of the
window,” said the Dubliner.

Helost the Academy White group title
toBen Gillias that season, before losing
out to Pete Waltersin Roadsportsin 2017
and Jamie Falvey in the 270Rs 1ast term.

“Thave beenin this position for the last
three years, cominginto the final round
with a chance of winningbutithasn’t
worked out,” he explained. “They have
gone down to thelastrace in one or two
of them, where it was whoever finished
in front of each other, butIam duea bit
of luck.”

The weekend started strongly for
McCormack, who claimed pole for the
openingrace, with his main rival Sawyer
only fifth, and outsider Tom Grensinger
back onrow 12.

McCormack led from pole but Sawyer
blasted through from row three to take
second place immediately, although he
gradually got shuffled further backin
thelead pack. McCormack spentmuch
of therace battling with Walters, his

Caterham Roadsport
Race 1: Andrew

National FF1600

Production GTi
Race 1: Simon Vercoe

(Swift SC16)
Race 2: Michael

Murgatroyd Eastwell (Spectrum Race 2: Martyn Walsh
Race 2: Ben Lopez- 011C)
Appleton Race 3: Spike Caterham 7 310R
Kohlbecker (Ray GR18) Race 1: Jay
Caterham 7 420R McCormack
Race 1: John Byrne CMMOC Production Race 2: Christian
Race 2: David Saloons Szaruta
Henderson Bradley Lane (Honda
Civic Type R) Caterham Academy
Caterham 7 270R Green Group: James
Race 1: Tom Allen CMMC Super Venning
Race 2: James Murphy Saloons White Group: Tom

Races 1 & 2: Rod Wyllys
Birley (Ford Escort Autumn Trophy: Tom
Race 1: Luke Cooper WRC) Wyllys

2017 nemesis, the pair exchanging
thelead numerous times along the
Brabham Straight.

Grensinger, meanwhile, had raced
through the pack and he passed Sawyer
for third into Paddock with twolaps
remaining. As Sawyer tried toretaliate
at Graham Hill Bend he went wide,
endingtheracefifth on theroad -
promoted to fourth when Andrew Perry
was penalised. Meanwhile, McCormack
fended off Waltersfor a vital win.

At first thingslooked rosy for
McCormackin Sunday’s decisiverace,
ashetook theearlylead and Sawyer
initially dropped back. Having regained
third, Sawyer lost four places by running
wide at McLaren on lap four. McCormack
was then third, behind the non-scoring
Christian Szaruta and Walters —a scenario
that would have given him the title.

Almost immediately, his championship
bid disintegrated as he skated onto the
wet grass onlap six, dropping outside
thetop10. “Iwas coming down to Graham
Hill Bend and I got a bit of oversteer and
the wheel went out onto the grass, and
that wasit, I was apassenger,” he said.

Alate safety car closed the pack, but
there was only oneracinglap at the
resumption -not enough for McCormack
tosalvage the points he needed for the title.
Hetook seventh on the road, with Sawyer
fifth, and Szaruta the win from Walters.

“Iam disappointed, especially when
itismy own fault,” said the four-time
championship runner-up, who
nevertheless plansto stepuptothe
premier Caterham 420R category
for 2020.
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DONINGTON PARK: MISVR BY PETER SCHERER SEPTEMBER 28-29

JACKSON TAKES DRAMATIC

Photos: Ollie Read/Mick Walker

Jackson: back-to-back
Radical championships

Radical Challenge

Race 1: Robbie Dalgleish ~ F3 Gup

BADIGAL TITLE IN THRILLER

Race 1: Jerome Races 2 & 3: Race 1,2 & 3:

de Sadeleer (SR3 RSX) Toby Goodman Hywel Lloyd (Dallara)

Races 2 & 3: Jac

Constable (SR3 RSX) Focus Cup Mini Challenge
Race 1: Harry Nunn Cooper S

Porsche Club Race 2: Andy Wilmot Race 1: Rob Austin

Race 1: Pete Morris Races 2 & 3:

(997 C25) Heritage Daniel Butcher-Lord

Race 2: Jake McAleer Formula Ford

(996 C2) Race 1: Tom Brown Z Cars & Allcomers
(Van Diemen) Races 1 & 2:

Mini Challenge Cooper ~ Race 2: Joe Porter Tim Bishop

Pro & Am (Van Diemen RF92) (Caterham R500)

Goodman won two out of the three Mini Challenge encounters

Chris Ingram believed he’d been
just a bittoo safe at the end of
the opening leg of the Cyprus
Rally and feared his European
Rally Championship title dream
was beginning to fade.

He was down in fourth overall and
more than two minutes adrift of his
nearest titlerival Alexey Lukyanuk
afterthe Nicosia superspecial.

“We’ve gone way too conservative
toavoid damaging anythingin the
bumps andbad dips,” he said on
Saturday evening. “Tomorrow we
need afull-attack set-up, whichisso
much faster. We didn’'t have problems
today and maybeit’s because we were
way, way toosafe.”

While Ingram did make tweaks to
his Toksport-entered Skoda Fabia
R5, they didn’ttrigger amajor upturn
inpace, butneither wasthatreally
theintention.

“We decided before the start we’d let
Nasser [Al-Attiyah] and Alexey fight
itout, wehad our own game planto
gettothefinish,” said Ingram’s
co-driver, Ross Whittock.

Ingram and Whittock didindeed get
tothefinish—in third place behind
Simos Galatariotisand Nasser
Al-Attiyah, thelatter scoring his sixth

victory onthe CyprusRally. But when
Galatariotis was excluded for a parc
fermeinfringement, Ingram was
promoted tosecond which handed
hima19-pointmargin ahead of Lukasz
Habajinthetitle chase with justthe
all-new Rally Hungaryleft torun

on November 8-10.

Despite an electrical issue leaving
his Fabia on 30 per cent power, Habaj
madeithomeinfourthtomoveback
into second in the standings with nine
points more than Lukyanuk.

The defending ERC champion
stopped on SS10 with atechnical
fault on his Citroen DS3R5, his
hopes of asuccessful title defence
seemingly on the brink.

Although Lukyanuk’s demise
and problems for Habaj weren’t
necessarily self-inflicted, by taking
itsteady from the startIngram’s
prospects of becominga first British
ERC champion since Vic Elfordin
1967100k brighter. Providinghe can
getthemoney together to continue
hisunlikely title challenge, of course.

“Westartfrom scratch,” he said of

hisfundingbid at the finishin Larnaca.

“T'vegotafewleadsandthisresult
helps, butI won’t stop working, I
won’t give up on this.”

ERC RALLY REPORT
INGRAMIN TOP SPOTAS AL-ATTIYAH WINS

Brit puts himself on the verge of the ERG title. By Graham Lister

Former World Rally Championship
star Mikko Hirvonen’sfirst ERC outing
in 17 years on what was a one-off drive
inaFord Fiestato “havefun” netted
third place when Galatariotis was
punished. Apartfromabrakeissue
onlegone, little troubled the Finn, who
helped Ingram’stitle prospects by
taking points away from Habaj.

Butnothing could be taken away
from Al-Attiyah. Fastest on 10 out of
12 stagesin his Volkswagen Polo GTi
R5itwasanother hugely impressive
performance from the Qatari, who
wrapped up a 15th Middle East title
duringthe weekend. A gearlinkage

Dominik Jackson retained his
Radical Challenge title in the
most dramatic of circumstances
atDonington Park.

Titlerival Jerome de Sadeleer
dominated thefirstracein mixed
conditions, quickly retaking the lead
from Marcus Clutton and Jackson
soon after their mandatory stops.

Jac Constable pitted in fourth but
astop-go penalty put him out of the
running for therace and thetitle.

Roles werereversed in the second
race when Jackson led from
therestart, as Constableand de
Sadeleerjoined an early break.

Asde Sadeleer snatched second
onlap10of 18, Jackson’slead looked
fairly decisive. “Then the front right
just collapsed and fired me off at the
Old Hairpin at 120mph,” he said after
crashingoutfourlapslater.

Thatleft de Sadeleerto take victory
over Constable, before atrack limits
penalty reversed the order, while
Chris Preenjust held off Elliot
Goodman for third.

Startingthelastraceand
championship decider, de Sadeleer
had the upperhand with Jackson
liningup 15th and took a comfortable

lead, despite early rain and a safety car.

Constable and Clutton led the
chase, but Jackson madeit tofourth
and pitted early for slicks. But
when de Sadeleer made his stop the
wheelnuts were stuck, helostalap
and so Constable took his second win
over Clutton, with Jackson third and
with that secured the title.

Pete Morris’s 997 C2Smanaged to
hold off a determined Simon Clark
for the whole of thefirst Porsche
Clubrace. Mike Price vacated third
with a broken driveshaft, promoting
JakeMcAleer, aided by Kevin
Harrison spinning at the chicane.

ButMorrishad todefend even
harderinthesecondrace, asPrice
attacked. They clashed exiting

Ingram holds a 19-p01nt A
lead with one round left

Coppiceonlap 12 of 20 and both
retired, leaving McAleer clear from
Harrison and Andy Toon. Sixth place
was enough for Clark to take the title.

Robbie Dalgleish made two breaks
in thefirst Mini Challenge Cooper
Proracebefore securinghis victory.
Firstly, he was caught by Toby
Goodman who then slipped up
onlapsixof thell,andthen Alex
Nevill, whoranhim closefora
while toretain second, over the
recovering Goodman.

Havingled the openinglaps of race
two, Dalgleishlost out to Goodman
following a safety car intervention.
Buthischallenge toretake the
lead ended with a seventh-lapslip,
droppingto sixth and leaving Lydia
Walmsley and Dominic Wheatley
to complete the podium.

Athird-lap spinat McLeans lost
Hannah Chapman herleadinthe
finale, as Goodman eased to his
second win. James Hillery won the
duel for second from Dalgleish.

Andy Wilmot had dominated the
first Focus Cup contest until he
slowed at Coppice on the penultimate
lapand then spun atthechicane.
Russell Cagerthenledtothefinish,
but a post-race penalty dropped
him tosecond behind Harry Nunn.

Wilmotled mostof racetwoina
duel with David May, until Nunn
split them with two tourstogoand
made his own play for a second win.
Wilmot held on however and claimed
thetitle, while Gary Mitchell followed
Nunnin third.

Tom Brown’s Van Diemen took
charge of thefirst Heritage
Formula Ford racefrom Redgate on
the openinglap, with Josh Porter
seeing off Jaap Blijleven for second.

Any hopes of asecond win were
dashed for Brown with a second-lap
spininthe wet. Porter took the spoils
with Blijleven second, while Brown
managed torecover for third.

Photo: ERC Media

pinfallingoutaside, Al-Attiyah
excelled on therough, twisty, mainly-
gravel stages, the only battle wound
abroken front bumper after he
swerved off line toavoid arock on
stagenine. Despite thelack of
trouble, Al-Attiyah reckoned this
was the “toughest” Cyprusyet.

“Goingback tothe Troodos
mountains was great, butit was
really hard,” he said.

Ex-GTracersandformerteam-mates
Niki Mayr-Melnhof and Albert von
Thurnund Taxis completed the top
six ahead of Chilean ERCrookie
Emilio Fernandez.

RESULTS|

Cyprus Rally, European Rally Championship, round 7/8, September 27-29

POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER

| cCAR

| TIME

1 Nasser Al-Attiyah/Matthieu Baumel VW PoloGTiR5 |3h02m51.3s
2 Chris Ingram/Ross Whittock SkodaFabiaR5 |+3m50.9s

3 Mikko Hirvonen/Jarno Ottman Ford FiestaR5 +4m34s

4 Lukasz Habaj/Daniel Dymurski SkodaFabiaR5 |+5m43.4s

5 Nikolaus Mayr-Melnhof/Poldi Welsersheimb | Ford Fiesta R5 +6m03s

6 Albert von Thurn und Taxis/Bernhard Ettel Skoda Fabia RS +7m01.5s

7 Emilio Fernandez/Axel Coronado SkodaFabiaR5 |+8m07.7s

8 Abdulaziz Al-Kuwari/Marshall Clarke Skoda Fabia RS +8mb50.8s

9 Norbert Herczig/Ramon Ferencz VWPoloGTiR5  [+9m26.3s
10 | Paulo Nobre/Gabriel Morales Skoda Fabia RS +11m21.5s

Class winners: ERC2: Petros Panteli/ Kyprianos Christodoulou (Mitsubishi Lancer E10) ERC3: Efrén Larena/ Sara Fernandez (Peugeot 208 R2)
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HOBINSON AND COLLIS

TAKE HISTORIC SPOILS

Title goes to Wehster and Rogers after a real thriller. By Paul Lawrence

imon Webster and
JezRogerstook the
titleas Matthew
Robinson/Sam Collis
won therally after a
fabulous conclusion
tothe British Historic
Rally Championship on the
Trackrod Rally.

There were two distinct elements
to the Trackrod Historic Cup; the
championship showdown and the
battle for glory on the biggest event
of the yearin Yorkshire. Toadd to the
challenge, alot of rain in the run-up
totherallyleft the famous forests
horribly slippy to start. However,
conditionsimproved through Saturday
as both the championship and the
rally went down to the wirein the
final 11-mile stage in Dalby.

Itall started in the dark of Friday
night with adifferent 11-mile route
in Dalby as the sound of BDs barking
up and down theriggsdelivered a
sensational atmosphere. Mid-stage it
didn’t sound so good for Matt Edwards
and Hamish Campbell, however, as
their Fiat 131 1apsed onto three
cylinders. Remarkably, outin the
car forthefirsttimein a year, the
two-time British Rally champion
was still quickest by 1.9 seconds from
Robinson. Inthe BHRC title stakes
Stanley Orr and Grahame Henderson,
on Orr’sfirst Yorkshire rally for 30
years, started well by taking time
from Webster and Rogers.

Although Saturday dawned
miserably wet, it soon started to dry.
Powered by Friday night’s curry,
Robinson was on the money from the
off and caught everyone nappingto go
5.8s quicker in Langdale. Down the
roadin Staindale it was Adrian
Hetherington, on his first event in
these forests, who was an impressive
3.5sup on Edwards.

Asthecrewsreached servicein
Adderstone Field, Robinson had just
1.4son Edwards, while Hetherington
and Ronan O’Neil were third, 20s back.
Steve Bennett and Osian Owen were
astrong fourth from local legend

Steve Bannister on only his fourth rally
of the year, with Callum Atkinson
alongside. Webster, focused purely

on thetitlerace, was sixth ahead of

his arch-rival Orr and if things stayed
like that, Webster would be king.

Upfront, Robinson added just 2.4s
inthe 14 miles of Cropton and Gale
Riggand acknowledged Edwards’
pace. “He’s got that Fiat going
better than ever,” said former Fiat
driver Robinson.

After another visit to service, all that
remained was the deciding 11 milesin
Dalby. With just 3.8sin hand, Robinson
knew he had to push to keep Edwards at
bay butitall came down to a quick spin
for the Fiat mid-stage. “There was a cut
tobehad, butit pulled the front of the
carround,” said Edwards. “Idon’t
think we were ever going to do it,
but atleast we spun havinga go.”

Robinson, winner on home ground
for the second year running, was
typically laid back after a tremendous
performance. “We’vehad anice run
round and having a Saturday off work
isthe best bit! Matt’s pushed us along,”
hesaid. With Edwardslosingupto 15s
in the spin, the final winning margin
wasoutto21.1s.

With therally win settled, eyes turned
tothe BHRC contest and Orr, now on
better suited rubber, had been strong
in Cropton and Gale Riggto overhaul
Webster and be2.1supheadingintofinal
service. However, that was not enough
tounseat Webster from the driving
seatin thetitlefight and now justone
stageremained. Orrneeded tofinish
several places ahead of Websterto
have a chance of grabbingthetitle.

“Thisissuch anervoustime,I'm
listeningto all thenoises,” said
Webster before thefinal stage.

However, there wasnolast-minute
disaster and Webster took time back
from OrrinDalby North to arrive
atthefinishin Filey over4supand
the 2019 BHRC champion.

“Whatarelief to get through that
final stage,” he said. As Webster cleared
the Dalby stopline, Orr had waited to
be one of thefirst to congratulate his

RESULTS

Trackrord Historic Cup, British Historic Rally Championship, round 7/1,

September 27-28

POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR | TIME

1 Matthew Robinson/Sam Collis Ford Escort Mk2 53mb56s

2 Matt Edwards/Hamish Campbell Fiat 131 Abarth +21.1s

3 Steve Bannister/Callum Atkinson Ford Escort Mk2 +1m16.6s
4 Steve Bennett/Osian Owen Ford Escort Mk2 +1m20.1s
5 Adrian Hetherington/Ronan O’Neill | Ford Escort Mk2 +1m39.3s
6 Simon Webster/Jez Rogers Ford Escort Mk2 +2m44.6s
7 Stanley Orr/Graham Henderson Ford Escort Mk1 +2m49s
8 Josh Browne/Jane Edgington Ford Escort Mk2 +3m14.2s
9 David Brown/Steve Bielby Ford Escort Mk2 +3m28.8s
10 | Barry Stevenson-Wheeler/John Pickavance | Ford Escort Mk2 +3m47.2s

Class winners: Rory McCann/Tim Tugwell (Hillman Avenger); Tony Shields/ Graham Whitaker (Escort Mk1); Orr/Henderson;
Malcolm/Ronald Mounsey (Sunbeam Talbot); Browne/ Edgington; Tim Metcalfe/ Paul Turner (Escort Mk2); Barry Connolly/
Matt Gudgeon (Land Rover Wolf); lan Linford/ Demelza Scholes (Land Rover Freelander).

Sixth place overall was enough to give Webster/Rogers the championship

rival after afine sporting contest.
Between thelead and championship
battlesin the overall results, there were
othertop performances. After Cropton,
Hetherington was a superb third, just
half aminute down on the twoleaders.
Given his completelack of local
knowledge, that was some achievement
butapuncturein Gale Rigg cost the

Irishman around 35s as he drove
tothefinish of the stage on the flat
and dropped tofifth.

Meanwhile, Bannister summoned
all hislocal knowledge to attack the
final Dalby stage and jump ahead of
Bennett totake third by 3.5s, with
Bennettruingaspinand a generally
scrappy stage.

Photos: Chicane Media

Top of the class

Josh Browne and Jane Edgington
were the best of the Pinto-powered
Ford Escort Mk2s in class D3
despite an off that damaged the
front suspension and didn'timprove
the handling. They also claimed the
classinthe BHRC, atask aided
when remaining rivals David Lloyd-
Roberts and DeiJoneswentoutin
Cropton with an engine bay fire.

Tricky conditions
Tony Shields and Graham Whitaker
were among those tofind 11 miles
of Dalby in the dark and mud of
Friday night something ofa
challenge. However, Saturday was
much better as they went ahead of
the BMW 2002 of Terry Cree and
Richard Shorestowinclass C3ina
Roger Albert Clark warm-up outing.

Young charger
The emerging talent thatis Rory
McCanntook carowner Tim
Tugwellforaride in Tugwell's Hillman
Avenger and topped class C2.
However, just to prove that youth
is not everything, a posse of
pensioners chased the young
Manxman with Stuart and Linda
Cariss and Dave Watkins/Brian
Hodgson next up in their Ford
EscortMk1s.

Key retirements
Notable retirements among the
pacesettersincluded the Escorts of
Ben Friend, RudiLancaster, Chris
Skilland Warren Philliskirk. Friend's
shocking luck continued when
engine problems signalled his
11thretirement from 14 rallies
while Philliskirk bounced off into
the trees in Staindale and was lucky
not to do some major damage.

Lucky escape

Bob Bean and Malcolm Smithson
gave everyone a scare when

they rolled their Lotus Cortinaata
chicane in Langdale first thing

on Saturday morning. Bean had
trouble getting out of the car and
the stage was halted but he was
thankfully unharmed and soon
planning repairs for the Roger
Albert Clark Rally.

Halfshaft problems
David Bennett, the 2015 BTRDA
1400 champion, wheeled outa
1600cc Escort Mk1 instead of his
Vauxhall Corsa as part of his build up
to afirstassault on the Roger Albert
Clark Rally. Unfortunately, forward
momentum ended abruptly when a
halfshaft failed part-way through the
Staindale test on Saturday morning.

Land Rovers are go
Tagged onto the end of the
Trackrod Historic Cupwas a

Land Rover challenge for half
adozen crews. lan Linford and
Demelza Scholes topped one
classin their Freelander while Barry
Connolly and Matt Gudgeon were
comfortably the best of the military
contingent in Land Rover Wolfs.

Husband and wife
While his son Josh was rattling the
BD cages with his Pinto power in
the overall ranks, Chris Browne was
having aballin class C5 in his BDA-
powered Escort Mk1. “We've had
agood day and we're getting our
pace back,” said Browne after a
strong performance with his wife
Alionthe notes as usual.
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Second BTRDA win
in a row for crew

MELLORS WIN
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SS1Langdale (8.35 miles)
Ollie Mellors/lan Windress
¥ (ProtonIrizR5) 7m45s

SS2 Staindale (5.74 miles)
lan Bainbridge/Jamie Edwards
(Skoda FabiaR5)5m53.8s

SS3 Cropton (8.47 miles)
Mellors/Windress 7m58.1s

e - e P :
R e 4 : -
i , == SS4GaleRigg(6.20 miles)

Mat Smith/Giles Dykes
(Ford FiestaR5) 6m02.4s

2 SS5 North Dalby (11.04 miles)
. George Lepley/Tom Woodburn
- (MitsubishiLancerE10) 11m26.4s

S TRACKROD 25
YEARS SINCE DAD’S VICTORY

Proton Iriz RS crew master the tricky conditions to take top spot by nearly 20 seconds. By Simon Gronow

Davison and Murphy’s Vauxhall-engined Talbot Sunbeam topped Silver Star

Silver Star hat-trick top spot for Davison/Murphy

Forthethird eventinarowit was
Andy Davison/Tom Murphy who
took the Silver Star honoursin their
Vauxhall-engined Talbot Sunbeam,
allowing Murphy to win the junior
co-drivertitle.

They found the going slippery early
onandhad alucky escapein Cropton
when Davidson admitted, “we got
tooclose tothe woodland,” asthe
Sunbeam’sdented front wing
confirmed. They went on to take the
category and class win ahead of fellow
class B11 crew, Rob Wright/Mark
Fisher who overcame a few minor
nigglesin their Ford Escort Mk2.

Theleadingthree R2 Cupdrivers,
James Giddings, Edward Fossey and
Tony Simpson, filled the next three

places, with class N3 winners Bobby
Mitchell/Craig Wallace taking sixth
after aproblem free runin their
Ford Fiesta ST.

Following a hesitant startonthe
first test, Rob Wright/Frankie
Hillman suffered a half-spinona
Staindale hairpinintheir 1600cc
Escort Mk2, before having a couple of
overshootsin the followingtests. A
good runon thefinal stage meantthey
finished sevent and ensured the class
Bl0winontheeventaswell asin
the championship.

Havinga good day were Tim Phelps/
Elwyn Manuel who wereleading
BTRDA class B12 contendersin their
Escort Mk2, asthey secured their
championship class win.

n 1994 Chris Mellors
scored thefirst of three
consecutive Trackrod
Forest Rally wins and, on

achievement, it wasfitting
that his son Ollie won this
year’seventinhis ProtonIriz R5.

With Ian Windress alongside, the pair
followed up their recent Woodpecker
success to win their second BTRDA
round in arow. Second went tolast
year’s winners, Mat Smith/Giles
Dykes, wholost time early on as they
reacclimatised to their borrowed Ford
Fiesta R5. Stephen Petch/Michael
Wilkinson rounded off their BTRDA
campaign with maximum pointsin
their Ford Fiesta RS WRC.

Unlike the Historic crews, the
BTRDA runners did not attempt the
Friday evening run through Dalby,
and commenced their event with a
shortened eight-and-a-half-mile
testthrough Langdale. Following
heavyrain, the Yorkshire stages
would prove to be slippery, but this
didn’t worry Mellors whohad a
good run through the opening test.

“Ireally enjoyed that, we had a good
push asthe carfelt good,” he said, after
setting a time over eight seconds faster
than anybody else. With the Proton
running faultlessly, he waslooking
forward to the stages through Cropton
and GaleRigg. “Everythingisroutine,
we’vejust got to scrape out some of the
Yorkshire mud and we can go out and
enjoy the sunshine,” headded.

There was afirstfastesttimeona

BTRDA round for Ian Bainbridge on SS2.

Having swapped his Subaru Impreza for

the 25th anniversary of this

aSkoda FabiaR5,and with Jamie
Edwards alongside, things clicked as
the pair were faster than everybody else
and overtook Petch for second place.
“Wemade a good tyre choice, though
Ian’s still getting hishead around the
car,” said Edwards.

Things hadn’t gone as well for Petch
through the second test, who had
droppedtofourthasaresult. “Ienjoyed
thefirst stage, but dropped time on the
second, we should have had othertyres,’
hereflected, but otherwise, no changes
were planned to the car. “We’ll just go
as we are, and keep sensible,” he added.

Initially benefiting from Petch’s
misfortune were George Lepley/Tom
Woodburn who belied the fact that this
was only their second four-wheel-drive
outingin their Mitsubishi Lancer E10.
They had set third fastest time on the
opener, before dropping back to fifth by
SS3. “It’s been unbelievably slippery,
withinconsistent grip,” was Lepley’s
view of the openingstages. “I'm going
totryadifferent driving style and make
afew minor changestosetup.”

Last year, Smith/Dykes had won the
eventinaFiestaR5and, reunited with
the car for thefirst time since the Pirelli
International, Smith was taking a while
toadjusttoit. Hisfirst stagehadn’t gone
well. “I got stuck onatight hairpinand
couldn’tfindreverse,” herued.

Third fastest time through Staindale
was better, despite not being quite in
tune with the car, ashe moved up
tofifth position.

Mellors continued to enjoy his day,
asthelriz wasfaster than therest of the
fieldin Cropton, and although he wasa
handful of seconds off the fastest time

I

through Gale Rigg, hereturned to
service with a healthy 24slead. Behind
him, it was all change, as a second fastest
time on SS3 and quickest time on the
followingtest elevated Smith to second
position, even though he claimed to be
“struggling with the mixed conditions”.

Remainingin third was Petch, who was
content with the way things were going.
“We're doing what weneed todoin order
to secure second in the Gold Star series,”
hesaid. Losing out here was Bainbridge,
who went off near the end of Gale Rigg.
“Wenearly rolled, but thankfully we
didn’t,” said arelieved Edwards, as the
Skoda went up onto two wheels and the
crew dropped a couple of places overall
intheprocess. Also dropping two
positions was Lepley, whose changes
didn’t work as planned.

After alonglay-off from gravel
rallying, Kevin Procter brought his
Fiesta S2000 out for an outing onthe
Trackrod and, with Patrick Walsh
alongside, madelight of hislack of
recentloose surface driving by
setting fourth fastestin Staindale.

They were lying sixth overall early on,
only todrop aplace as Smith moved up
the order. One place ahead of Procter
were Richard Sykes/Simon Taylor
who were happy with their early tyre
choice and had been holdingfifth place
in their Lancer E9. Unfortunately,
things weren’t going so well for Tom
Preston/Carl Williamson who had
slowed on stage one when they thought
they had a damaged driveshaft on
their Fiesta RS WRC, only tofind it
was a bent wheel, and later retired the
car with differential issues.

Allthatremained was an 11-milerun
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Inrecent years, the Production Cuphas
provided plenty of close action and this
year hasbeenno exception as Pat Naylor/
Ian Lawrence and Scott Faulkner/Gareth
Parry were separated by just one point
intheir respective Mitsubishi Lancer E9s
goingintotheevent.

Lessthan a second separated the pair
ontheopeningtest, where Faulkner
made theright tyre choice and took
aslightadvantage.

Unfortunately, Naylor’s car broke
adriveshaft on the second stageand
thumped abank, costing almost half
aminute. With the offendingitem
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changedinservicehereturnedtothe
fray but departed the event soon after.
From then on Faulkner justneededto
finish totake the win, which he duly did
after settingfastest class time on every
stagetotake the championship honours.
“We’vehadnoissuesall day, but thisisn’t
the way I wanted to winit,” he admitted.
Itwasn’tagood day for the Historic Cup

contenders as Steve Ward/Mike Crawford,

who only needed a finish to win class H3,
retired their Ford Escort Mk2 on thefinal
stage while David Gathercole/Ken Bills
rolled their Escort RS1600 early on.

Ross Brusby/Dave Robson had a great

Production Cup title goes the way of Faulkner and Parry GLASS ROUND-UP

runtofinish asfirst two-wheel-drive crew
homein 12th placein their Escort Mk2,

as Steve Black/Paul Morris were first of
the 1400S finishersin their Suzuki Swift
despite alate spin and puncture.

Anew gearbox took some gettingused to
butDale Glover/James Wood made good
use of it to win the 1400C category. They
were followed home by brothers Matthew
and Daniel Evans who took heed of the
advicefrom theirfather, Ricky, a two-time
Gold Star winner. They adopted a steady
approach tobefirst of the BTRDA class
crews home, finishing as championship
class winnersin the process.

Lepley hadis seéond outing in Lan.cer E10 é.nd was op Junior

Gold Star: Stephen Petch/Michael
Wilkinson (Ford FiestaRS WRC)
Silver Star: Andy Davison/Tom Murphy
(Talbot Sunbeam)

Production Cup: Scott Faulkner/Gareth
Parry (Mitsubishi Lancer E9)

Historic co-driver:lan Jones

(Ford Escort Mk2)

Fiesta ST Trophy driver:

Bobby Mitchell

Fiesta ST Trophy co-driver:

Mark Townson

Rallye R2 Cup driver: James Giddings
(FiestaR2)

Rallye R2 Cup co-driver: lan Bevan
(FiestaR2)

Rally First: Wesley Gilford/Townson
(Fiesta ST)

1400 overall: Steve Black/Paul Morris
(Suzuki Swift)

Petch was th1rd overall but did enough for second in Gold Star points

Juniordriver: George Lepley
(LancerE10)

Junior co-driver: Murphy
Seniordriver: Richard Sykes (Lancer E9)
Senior co-driver: Graeme Wood (Escort
RS Cosworth)

B14: Petch/Wilkinson

B13: Lepley/Tom Woodburn

B12: Tim Phelps/Elwyn Manuel

(Escort Mk2)

B11:Davison/Murphy

B10: Robert Smith/Frankie Hillman
(Escort Mk?2)

NR4: Faulkner/Parry

N3 driver: Mitchell

H3 co-driver: Jones

1400S: Black/Morris

1400C: Matthew/Daniel Evans

(Peugeot 205)

RF2.0: Gilford/Townson

RESULTS|

Trackrod Rally, BTRDA Rally Series,

round 7/7,September 28

POS | DRIVER /CO-DRIVER | CAR TIME

1 Olllie Mellors/lan Windress Proton Iriz RS 39m18.4s
2 Mat Smith/Giles Dykes Ford Fiesta R5 +18.5s

3 Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson | Ford FiestaRS WRC +29.5s

4 lan Bainbridge/Jamie Edwards Skoda Fabia R5 +31.4s

5 George Lepley/Tom Woodburn Mitsubishi Lancer E10 +37.2s

6 Richard Sykes/Simon Taylor Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q +1m22.7s
7 Kevin Procter/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta R5 +1m23.5s
8 lan Joel/Graeme Wood Ford Escort Cosworth +2m07.5s
9 Phil Pickard/Simon Pickard Subaru Impreza +2m16.1s
10 [Richard Hill/Steffan Evans Subaru Impreza +2m25.4s

11 Scott Faulkner/ Gareth Parry (Lancer E9); 12 Ross Brushy/Dave Robson (Ford Escort Mk2); 13 Daniel Hiorns/ Chris Purvis
(Impreza); 14 Steve Petch/John Richardson (Fiesta); 15 Peter Bayliss/Anthony Blyth (Lancer E9); 16 Andy Davison/Tom Murphy
(Talbot Sunbeam VXRY); 17 Rob Wright/ Mark Fisher (Escort Mk2); 18 Scott Renshaw/Tom Spencer (Impreza); 19 Nick Cook/

Dave Raw (Escort); 20 Nick Dobson/Jonathan Turnbull (Escort Mk2).

through Dalby, which most of

the crews found to be extremely
challenging though Lepley enjoyed
the test. “It was drier and we had
apush,” he said after he set fastest
time. “We justneed to testin the wet,”
he continued as he getsused to his
new car, finishing fifth and first
junior driver.

Thingshadn’t gone quite to planfor
Mellors/Windress after they clipped
abank, puttingtheIrizonto two
wheels, which wasn’tin the script, but
thankfully notrolling the car. “I’d never
havelived that down,” Mellors joked
ashearrived at thefinish to celebrate
victory. “The car’s been fantastic,
there’sbeennothingtodotoit.”

The afternoon had been “alittle bit
better” for Smith who ensured second
place despite a half spinin Dalby. “I
struggled a bitin the mixed conditions,
butit’sbeen agoodday,” said the

runner-up. Third overall went to
Petch: “We enjoyed it but we were
onthe wrongtyresagain onthe
last stage.” Third place gave him
maximum BTRDA points as they

secured the Gold Star runners up spot.

Fourth fastest time in Dalby
consolidated Bainbridge’s fourth
place overall. “The engine is so strong,
andIjustneedtoadjusttothebraking
capabilities compared to the Subaru,”
was his prognosis of his day. Behind
Lepley infifth, Sykes achieved his
goal of leading class B13 to clinch
the series category and the BTRDA
senior driver award.

A stage-four overshoot didn’t cost
Procter any places ashe held on to
seventh, while Ian Joel/Graeme
Wood replaced a kinked pipe which
had caused oil toleak on their Ford
Escort Cosworth, but they fought
back to eighth place.

-----—-
-y

—— >

Winners in 1400S:
Black and Morris

STAROF THE RALLY

Arelative newcomer tothe BTRDA
series, Ian Bainbridge contested
hisfirstroundlastyearinaSubaru
Impreza and showed his potential
with a ninth place finish on the
Woodpecker Rally.Now driving
aSkodaFabia RS, Bainbridgeis
quickly getting to grips with his
new car.He took his first BTRDA
stage winin Staindale and held
second position before dropping
to fourth after his Gale Rigg

off, finishing the dayless than

two secondsbehind third

placed Petch.

Giddings makes it two
R2 Cup wins in arow

Following a mixed year, James Giddings
rounded off 2019in style aboard the Ford
FiestaR2he wasloaned after winning
lastyear’s Fiesta ST series.

Partnered on this occasion by Peredur
Wyn Davies, the pair quickly found a good
rhythm which they carried through the day,
and they managed their tyres carefully to
takea15-second R2 Cup win after setting
fastest time on each of the stages.

Behind Giddings, Ed Fossey wasfinding
ithardtojudgethe gripin theslippery
conditions ashe and Steve Harris were
adoptinga steady approach in their Peugeot
208, but still finding things to be “good fun”.
Abigpushthrough themiddle two stages
ensured they kept the pressure on Giddings,
though they struggled on the final stage
butheld ontosecond.

A couple of early spins on the opening
stages cost Tony Simpson/Ian Bevan
some time, but they were happy with
their morning’s work, before late gearbox
issues thwarted their challenge and they
remained in third place.

Newly crowned Fiesta ST Trophy
winners Zak Hughes/Tom Wood were
outina Fiesta R2for thefirst time, and
found the car alot more tail-happy than
their usual car and suffered an overshoot
on SS2 before losing more time with a
stage-four puncture.

Dav1es joined G1dd1ﬁgs in Ford F1esta R2 é.nd guided him to the v1ctory
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McCORMACK SHINES

McCormack was !
left flying high ¢

twas almost

scripted that Marty
McCormack would give
the Volkswagen Polo
GTIadebutIrishrally
win on the Cork ‘20’
International Rally,

the concludinground to

the 2019 Irish Tarmac

Rally Championship.

McCormack and his co-driver
Barney Mitchell finished the
13-stage event with a winning
margin of 18.5 seconds over the
Skoda Fabia R5 of Welsh duo
Meirion Evans/Jonathan Jackson,
with Jonny Greer/Kirsty Riddick
(Ford FiestaR5) adistant third.

Two of the mosticonic stagesin
Irishrallying, Kilnamartyra and
Lough Allua, provided the backdrop
to Saturday’s five stages that
accounted for almost half of the
event’s total length of 129.4 miles.

Callum Devine and Brian Hoy in
their Fiesta R5 found anice rhythm
thatyielded a 17.4-second lead after
the opening two stages.

Meirion Evans (Fabia R5) slotted
into second after he traded places
with Daniel Cronin, who was 2.2s
behind and admitted to being far
too cautious on Lough Alluain
hisFiestaR5.

Greer was next, and although he
was slightly distracted by anoise
from the gearbox, a check at service
revealed nothing untoward.

McCormack was relatively
satisfied with the performance of
the Polo as he occupiedfifth, and at
the Macroom service softer settings
was the main engineering task.

Intent on gaining experience
ahead of afull Tarmac season
next year, Cathan McCourt (Fiesta
R5) was sixth but could have been
higher wereitnotfor theloss
of brakes halfway through the

opening stage and a spin on SS2.

Meanwhile, five-time Irish
Tarmac champion Eugene Donnelly
reckoned that the ProtonIriz R5
was becoming a potent machine
and could be better served by
ayounger pilot, hislack of seat
time and commitment preventing
further progress.

Cronin was fastest on SS3, where
Devine had asmall spinand a
subsequent visit to the grass
verge on SS4, but he still managed
toextend hislead to 27s with
Cronin and McCormack next
in classification.

A code yellow weather warning
materialised for the day’sfinal
stage with adeluge of rain. Devine’s
Fiesta suffered a broken rear-left
driveshaft—less than amile into
the stage. Unsurprisingly, he looked
disconsolate at the Macroom service
park. “We’ll just have to try harder
tomorrow,” he said.

Cronin struggled for vision as
the windscreen misted over but
hefinished the day asrally leader,
20.8sin front of a constantly
improving McCormack. Evans was
afurther 3.9s behind with McCourt—
who asfastest through SS5-Devine
and Greerrounding out the top six.

Drier and sunnier conditions
greeted the crews on Sunday
morning butit wasn’t the only
change, as within two stages
Devine and Cronin were out.

Someloose gravel early on the
day’s opening stage was enough to
put Devine’s Fiesta off course, into
adrain and, along with a front-left
puncture, putting his bid for glory
atanend. Cronin meanwhile had
seen hislead whittled down to 7.5s
by a charging McCormack and, as
hetried tostem thetide, he spun at
high speed on alongleft-hander
which brought his demise when

Cork 20 International, Cork, IrishTarmac Rally Championship, round

1/1,September28-29

ON VW POLO DEBUT

RS machine guided to maiden victory in Ireland. By Martin Walsh

POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR | TIME

1 Marty McCormack/Barney Mitchell | VW Polo GTIR5 1h56m38s
2 | Meirion Evans/Jonathan Jackson |Skoda Fabia R5 +18.5s

3 [ Jonny Greer/Kirsty Riddick Ford Fiesta R5 +3m42.2s
4 | Eugene Donnelly/Alistair Wyllie | Proton IrizR5 +6m02.7s
5 | David Guest/Jonathan McGrath | Skoda Fabia S2000 +8m59.3s
6 Denis Moynihan/Martin O'Brien | Ford Fiesta R5 +10m30.4s
7 | Andy Davies/Michael Gilbey Subaru Impreza +11m44.6s
8 | William Creighton/Liam Regan Peugeot 208 R2 +11m57.0s
9 | Willie Mavitty/Martin Connolly Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q +12m16.2s
10 [ Martyn England/Dawn England | Ford Fiesta R5 +14m07.4s

Class winners: Donnelly/ Wylie; Creighton/ Regan

Evans and ]ackson had to settle for second in the1r Skoda FabiaR5

his Fiestaended up in adrain with
abroken steeringarm.

After the openingloop of three
stages McCormack now led Evans
by 4.8s with McCourt slottinginto
third, only toretire on SS9 when he
tooended up in a drain, allowing
Greer toinherit third.

Evans stayed in touch and was
fortunate nottolose time when he
punctured close to the end of stage
nine as McCormack tacked on
precious seconds.

He went on to become the
11th driver tonotch up amaiden
International win on the Cork ‘20’
eventas Evans and Greer

completed the top three.

Donnelly in fourth was delighted

with a season-best finish aslocals
David Guest (Skoda Fabia S2000)
and Denis Moynihan (Fiesta R5)
rounded out the top six.

Andy Davies (Subaru Impreza)
won Group N to seal the ITRC2
title ashisrival Willie Mavitty
broke arear differential that

scuppered his hopes.

William Creighton (Peugeot
208 R2) was sandwiched between
the pair and Martyn England
(Fiesta R5)netted the final spot
inthetop 10. Jordan Hone’s
Fiesta R5debutendedin 12th.
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Toner and Coady came out on top

Rally win and Modified
title goes to Toner

Ameasured victory in the National
category gave Damian Toner (Ford
EscortMk2) thelaurelsinboth the
eventandthe Irish Tarmac Rally
Championship Modified category.
After chief rival David Condell (Escort
Mk2) departed the sceneon SS11, Toner
and co-driver Michael Coady went on
tofinish 32 seconds ahead of young
gun Colin O’Donoghue (Escort) with
the similar car of title sponsor Colin
Byrnetaking third.

O’Donoghue set the paceonthe
openingstage—three seconds ahead of
the Toyota Starlet of Richard Moffett
with Condell third and concentrating
ontheITRC Modified category tussle
with Toner.

After SS2 Sacha Kakad (Ford Fiesta
R5)topped theleaderboard only for
Condell toexertauthority on SS3and
O’Donoghuetoregain top spot by the
end of SS4. By that time Moffett wasin
Rally 2 after he tore the exhaust off his
Starlet. Although Condell ended the
dayin control, hereckoned he had
neverralliedinsuchrain. Toner, 13.4
seconds behind, was contentand 5.7s
clear of an untroubled Kakad.

O’Donoghuelost time when he clipped
aconcrete postandhad tostoptoallow
amarshaltotiedown abonnet pin.

On amuchbrighter second day, Toner
seemed to have the measure of Condell
and opened up alead of 29.6s after the
morningloop. Both driversreceived a
notional time after Callum Devine’s exit
from the International event on SS6 but
O’Donoghue, running further down
the order, lost ground ashisactual time
stood. Although Condell gained a few
seconds back on SS9 hisrally ended
on SS10 with gearbox troubles.

Toner admitted it was more difficult
tofind apace inthe absence of hismain
rival but O’Donoghue in second was
followed by Byrne as both benefited
when Kakad put his Fiesta off the
roadon SS7.

The top three remained unchanged
with Jason Dickson (Fiesta) securing
fourth ahead of four-timerally
winner Daragh O’Riordanin the
ex-Barry Meade Escort. John Lynch,
onhisfirst outingina Skoda Fabia,
was sixth followed by the MG Metro
6R4 of Ray Breen, father of World
Rally Championshipdriver Craig.

Despite havingto weld part of the
axle, Owen Murphy (Sunbeam Lotus)
took a victory in the Historic category
where Robert Barrable was second and
Luke McCarthy third, bothin Escorts.

Results

1 Damian Toner/ Michael Coady (Ford Escort) 2h04m23s; 2 Colin
0'Donoghue/ Sean Collins (Escort) +32s; 3 Colin Byrne/ Stephen
Quin (Escort); 4 Jason Dickson/ Martin Brady (Ford Fiesta);

5 Daragh O'Riordan/ Mikey Walsh (Escort); 6 John Lynch/Brian
Quinlan (Skoda Fabia); 7 Ray Breen/Sean Hassett (MG Metro
6R4); 8 Michael McDaid/ Declan Casey (Escort Mk2); 9 Allen
Treacy/Bob Fitzgerald (Toyota Corrolla); 10 Scott Williams/

lvan Griffiths (Escort Mk2).

Class winners: Adrian Kermode/Paula Swinscoe (Porsche 911);
Victor Beamish/Susan Beamish (Vauxhall Nova); Dickson/Brady;
Treacy/ Fitzgerald; McDaid/ Casey; David Randles/Andrew Cronin
(Nissan Almera); Gerard McQuaid/ Gary Quinlan (Ford Escort);
0Riordan/Walsh; Breen/Hassett; Aaron McEvoy/ Killian 0’Brien
(Honda Civic); Aaron Browne/ Daniel Hanratty (Civic); Lynch/Quinlan;
Gavin Walsh/Mark 0'Regan (Renault Clio); Eugene Meegan/Sarah
Whelan (Citroen DS 3 R5); Emma Nott/ Denny Greaney (Escort
Mk2); Phillip McKibbin/Tommy Commane (Escort); John 0'Reilly/
Nick Sparks (Escort Mk1); Alan Watkins/ Eoghan McCarthy
(Escort); George Cullen/Pat Cashman (Escort).
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SPORTING SCENE

Josh Veale won the Charles
Pollard Sporting Trial
near Corby on Sunday.

Heavy overnight rainand
long grass still offered a
decent amount of grip with
Peter Fensom leading after
the first round, dropping a
solitary point.

By lunchtime, Roland
Uglow had taken the lead
onaround that rewarded
perfect judgement of
line and pace on the
wide sections.

A shower after lunch
resulted in scores climbing
and Josh Veale took the
lead, which he held over
the fourth round to win by
four points, with brother
Tristan in the passenger
seat. Uglow was second
and Fensom completed
the podium.

The fourth to sixth place
spots was full of northern-
based drivers who were
covered by two points.
Bryan Walker was fourth,
beating Richard Sharp
and Simon Kingsley.

Fresh from a Prescott
hillclimb event, John Fack
finished in seventh position
ahead of elder brother and
last week’s winner Julian.
Paul Price was ninth ahead
of Nick Speed, who won
the blue independent class.

Just outside the top 10,
Alan Baker won the blue
live-axle class ahead
of best rookie Darren
Underwood. The club
section was won by Paul
McAvoy in his historic-
specification Cannon.

Duncan Stephens

Results

Charles Pollard Sporting Trial
Organiser: Peterborough Motor Club
When: September 29 Where:
Uppingham, Corby Starters: 20.

1 Josh Veale (Sherpa) 29 marks;

2 Roland Uglow (Crossle) 33 marks;
3 Peter Fensom (Hamilton);

4 Bryan Walker (Jedi); 5 Richard
Sharp (Cartwright); 6 Simon Kingsley
(Crossle); 7 John Fack (MSR);

8 Julian Fack (Crossle); 9 Paul Price
(CAP); 10 Nick Speed (Crossle).
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BTRDA CLUBMANS RALLYCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP

GUY TURNS A CORNER WITH NEWLY
DEVELOPED LOTUS FORLYDDEN WIN

Peugeot-engined car takes Super Modified glory, Luke Constantine marches towards title

Corner led from the
first, well, corner...

BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross
Championship

By Hal Ridge

Organiser: LHMC/BTRDA When: September 28 Where: Lydden Hill,
Kent Starters: 82

Guy Cornerreturned to the scene of
the recent debut of his self-developed
Lotus Exige at Lydden Hill and stormed
tovictory in the penultimate round
of the BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross
Championship contest.
Overcomingdriveshaft problems on the
Peugeot-engined supercharged Lotusonits
debutin the British Championship at Lydden
in August and then brake problemsin the
nextround at Pembrey, Cornerimproved his
pacethrough qualifying on his Clubmans
outing at Lydden and wasfastest in Q3.
Hethenmadethebeststartinthe Afinal
totakethelead ahead of seriesregular
Patrick Ryan and claim his first win with
the rear-wheel-drive machine.

TRIY

Gould broke the long-standing track record at Loton Park in round 34

Ryan had been fastestin thefirsttwo
qualifiers with his Vauxhall Nova, but was
beaten away from theline by Cornerinthe
final and had to settle for second. Meanwhile,
Norwegian visitor Kenneth Kristiansen, one
of several European competitorsin the
event,jumped thefirst attemptat the start
and was put to the back of the grid. Makinga
brilliantlaunchin his Volvo 242, Kristiansen
climbed back to third at the first corner,
where he would remain to thefinish, in front
of local Super1600 driver Darren Scott, rear-
wheel-drive Vauxhall Corsa campaigner
Alan Crockett and Belgian Raf Verheyen.

While Corner took the SuperModified
win, it was another Yorkshireman, Luke
Constantine, whomoved a step closer
tosecuringasecond straight BTRDA
rallycross Gold Star title.

The Junior driver was forced out of Q1 with
anelectrical problem with his Suzuki Swift
while Ben Sayer claimed fastest timesin Q1
and Q3totakepole for the final. Constantine

climbed back to second in qualifying, thanks
inparttofastesttimein Q2, thentook the
lead of the final and continued hisincredible
unbeatenruninthe competitive junior
category. Sayer pressured Constantine hard
inthe openinglaps before taking his joker,
butthen got stuck in traffic and couldn’t
return to the front of the order, while
Charlie Titcombe took a best-yet finish
insecond. Sayer completed the podium.

Dale Ford returned to winning ways in the
Production category after a difficult double-
header weekend in the previousrounds at
Pembrey. Fastest timesin the opening two
qualifiers secured Ford pole position for
the A final with his Citroen Saxo, where
hethen claimed victory ahead of former
champion John Lyne, whoreturned after a
five-year absence. Rory Dening completed
the podium ahead of Juozas Meskauskas,
John Rook and Jonny Chrisp.

Mike Grant, son of rallycross Supercar
stalwart Andy, drove his Ford Fiesta to

time out at Gurston Down, in his Gould

By lan Dowding

Organiser: Hagley & District Light Car Club When: September
28-29 Where: Loton Park, Alberbury, nr Shrewshury Starters: 120.

GR59. He blasted up thetrackin50.17s
toeclipse Summers and snatch the
spoils away.

New British Hillclimb champion
Wallace Menzies took victory
in the penultimate round of the
competition at Loton Park last
weekend to underline his speed
this season.

Inchangeable weather conditions

intothefirst top-12 run-off, it was
Alex Summersin hisDJ Firestorm

That wasenough to guarantee the
former title winner second place
in the pointsfor 2019.

Summershad seta51.01-second
run with only two competitorsleft to
make an attempt and looked like a

penultimate runner, Zach Zammitin
Summers breathed a sigh of relief.

had already wrapped up the titlelast

throughout the morning outings and

whofinished secondin the timesheets.

strongbet to take theround glory. The
his Empire Wraith, clocked a 52.40s and

However, last to go was Menzies, who

For the second run-off of the day and
thefinal round of the 2019, the track
wasdrying and thedrivershad the
chancetouseslicks and the times were
much faster than the previousround.

Sean Gould put himself in therecord
books onceagain in his Gould GR59J.
Gould set thefastest qualifying time
of theday and waslasttoruninthe
second showdown.

Multiple title-winner Scott Moran
hasheld thehill record since 2012 with a
time of 43.52s. However, that benchmark
was eclipsed by Gould. He clocked a
43.27s and he took the bonus point for
settinghis scorchingpace.

Moran (Gould GR61X) was second
from Menzies, with Richard Spedding
(GWR Raptor)and Will Hall’s Force
WH-XTEC)reinforcinghis earlier
fourth place with afifth spot.

Outgoing champion Trevor Willis,
inhis OMS 28, had a spin at Fallow
that put him out of contention to

Photos: lan Dowding, rallycrossphotos.co.uk

victory in the Classic division ahead
of Marc Jones’ Toyota MR2 and Vince
Bristow’s BMW 318.

Davy Crockett debuted his Vauxhall
Chevette butrolled in Q1 and took no
further part. James Philips won the
Production 4x4 final ahead of Paul Davis.

Results

A finals (all five laps)

Super Modified: 1 Guy Corner (Lotus Exige); 2 Patrick Ryan (Vauxhall
Nova) +4.341s; 3 Kenneth Kristiansen (Volvo 242); 4 Darren Scott
(Citroen C2); 5 Alan Crockett (Vauxhall Corsa); 6 Raf Verheyen

(BMW 1M).

Production: 1 Dale Ford (Citroen Saxo); 2 John Lyne (Citroen Saxo)
+0.484s; 3 Rory Dening (Peugeot 106); 4 Juozas Meskauskas (Citroen
(2); 5 John Rook (Peugeot 106); 6 Jonny Chrisp (Ford Kay).

Classic: 1 Michael Grant (Ford Fiesta); 2 Marc Jones (Toyota MR2)
+8.293s; 3 Vincent Bristow (BMW 318); 4 Stan Bovill (Ford Escort);

5 David Ewin (Ford Fiesta); 6 Harry Vaulkard (Vauxhall Corsa).

Junior: 1 Luke Constantine (Suzuki Swift); 2 Charlie Titcombe (Suzuki
Swift) +1.266s; 3 Ben Sayer (Suzuki Swift); 4 Alfie Porter (Suzuki
Swift); 5 James Constantine (Suzuki Swift); 6 Abbie McGuinness
(Volkswagen Lupo).

Production 4x4: 1 James Phillips (Subaru Impreza); 2 Paul Davis
(Subaru Impreza) +2.751; 3 Darren Clark (Nissan Pulsar); 4 Christopher
Baker (Subaru Impreza).

MENZIES AND A RECORD-BREAKING GOULD SHARE THE SPOILS AT LOTON PARK HILLCLIMB

British Hillclimb Championship

qualify for the second top-12run-off.
Alsoduringthe top-12 run-off, Graham
Wynn (Gould GRW59) hit and dislodged
aflipflop through Keepers corner which
resulted in aone-second penalty to his
time and that consigned him to 10th spot.
Zammit alsohad anissue with his
second run-off run when hisrear
wing on his Empire Wraith failed.
Unknowingly, he turned leftinto Fallow
from the high-speed Cedar straightand
therear endlet go and spun him around
and out of any points.

Results

Round 33

1 Wallace Menzies (Gould GR59) 50.17s; 2 Alex Summers

(DJ Firestorm) 51.01s; 3 Will Hall (Force WH-XTEC) 52.18s;

4 Eynon Price (Force TA) 52.38s; 5 Zachary Zammit (Empire
Wraith) 52.40s; 6 Richard Spedding (GWR Raptor) 52.61s;

7 Trevor Willis (OMS 28) 52.70s; 8 Scott Moran (Gould GR61X)
52.87s; 9 Graham Wynn (Gould GRW 59) 52.98s; 10 Matt Ryder
(Empire Wraith) 54.19s; 11 David Warburton (Gould GR59)
54.19s; 12 Jack Cottrill (Force PT) 54.81s.

Round 34

1 Sean Gould (Gould GR59J DB4) 43.27s; 2 Moran 43.94s;

3 Menzies 44.05s; 4 Spedding 44.38s; 5 Hall 44.73s; 6 Summers
44.88s; T Price 44.16s; 8 Dave Uren (Gould GR55B) 46.21s;

9 Paul Haimes (Gould GR59) 47.05s; 10 Wynn 48.69s;

11 Zammit DNF; 12 Warburton DNS.

Points (after 34/34 rounds): 1 Menzies 264pts;

2 Summers 220; 3 Dave Uren 195; 4 Spedding 191;

5 Willis 166; 6 Hall 157.
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GET INVOLVED WITH MN i
MN SAYS...

Welcome the WRC’s brightest stars

The best mixed-surface drivers will land in Wales for what will be a tense fight

The specific requirements for success on Wales Rally GB are different from many of the rounds on the 2019 World Rally Championship
schedule. Each event on the WRC roster has its own character and flavour, and the tests offered by Britain’s event on the global schedule
are something that the majority of the entry list relishes.

It puts drivers through the most interesting of challenges, with varying levels of grip meaning that feel and precision are key to extracting the most in terms of
speed through the stages. This year’s edition has had various route tweaks to present even more for the stars to concentrate on, and it will also provide
something fresh for the world’s top drivers. The return to Oulton Park for a very special special stage is something to particularly look forward to.

Spectators have responded in their numbers too, with ticket sales having gone through the roof. That will help add to the atmosphere of the showpiece.
Ohyes, and if that spectacle itself isn't enough, there is a title fight going on too...

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

Yﬂ“ﬂ Plcs LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK

Photographs must be of a good quality and please send no more than three images

MN does notalways agree with opinions expressed in letters

DIGITAL _WRITETOUS
|SS“E MotorsportNews

1Eton Street,
Richmond,
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FACEBOOK
Search for
‘MotorsportNews’
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Madeline Harbey enjoyed the St Mary’s Trdphy thrills at the Gdbdwood Revivalme ré isa racingliné ther ' mewhere...
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Historic Formula Fd drama at Brands, from Gary Hill Action from the Singapore Grand Prix, taken by Dean Chilvers

GOT AN OPINION? LET US KNOW: LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK
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TV GUIDE OTORSPORT

LIVETV LIVE WRC

EWS

DTM: Wales Rally GB, 0040-0105hrs

Hockenheim BT Sport Sunday : o

M Race 1: Saturday, Friday _ B End of day 2 review: ?%%?gf;eﬁ?%ifﬁoﬁglﬁé LA TR

1215-1345hrs, M End of day 1 review: 0040-0100hrs

Freesports 2230-2300hrs, BT Sport1 M SS22:1200-1330hrs

B Race 2: Sunday, Saturday EDITORIAL

1215-1345hrs, W SS14:1400-1500hrs, Red BullTV Tel: +44 (0) 20 3 405 8149

Freesports BT Sport3 B End of day 1 review: Like us on Facebook: search ‘Motorsport News’
Adam (47) was going for fourth British GT title as Keen (72) was after his first Sunday Friday, 2200-2230hrs Twitter: @VINmotorsport

WEC: Fuji M End of day 2 review: W SS15: Saturday, 1450hrs

Web: www.motorsport-news.co.uk

There were plenty of GB, enjoy some of the round of British GT H Race: Sunday, 0400- 0200-0230hrs, BT Sport2 MEnd of day 2 review:
thrillsand spillsin the best moments from past (Sunday, 1030-1130hrs, 0900hrs, BT Sport W SS22:1200-1330hrs, Saturday, 2200-2230hrs
penultimateroundof the  Britishralliesandoneof  Eurosport2). There was 3/0730-0930hrs, BT Sport 1 M End of day 3 review: Editor Matt James
British Touring Car themosticonicevents drama on and off the Eurosport 2 M End of day 3 review: Sunday, 2200-2230hrs mattjames@motorsport-news.co.uk
Championship,andyou  onthe World Rally track asJonny Adam 2100-2130hrs, BT Sport 1 Deputy Editor Stephen Lickorish
canseeallthebestbitson = Championshipcalendar  attemptedtowinthetitle NASCAR: S5Spike stephendickorish@motorsport-news.co.uk
Saturday (1030-1200hrs, (Saturday, 1500-1600hrs, for thefourth time, while Dover Channel5 H Highlights: Monday, A
ITV4). BT Sport3). perennial runner-up Phil H Race: Sunday, 1900- Saturday 1855-2000hrs

Ahead of the climax to And finally, catch Keen was tryingto take 2300hrs, Freesports B End of day 1 review: ST SIS
thisyear’s Wales Rally highlights from thefinal hisfirst. Group Rallying Editor David Evans

LISTINGS

RACING
SATURDAY

B Snetterton, Norxfolk
MGCC meeting: Morgans, MG
Cup, MG Metro Cup, Midget and
Sprite, BCV8, MG Trophy Starts
racing from 1130hrs (qualifying from
0900hrs) Admission adult £16,
under 13 free Web msv.com
Contact 08434539000

H Castle Combe,Wilts
Autumn Classic: Historic/Classic
FF1600, Coys Trophy, Formula
Junior, HRDC Allstars, FISCAR, Alfa
Classic Challenge, Pre '66 Jaguars,
Frazer Nashes Starts racing from
1250hrs (qualifying from 0830hrs)
Admission adult £20, child free
Web castlecombecircuit.co.uk
Contact01249 782417

H Oulton Park, Cheshire

NEXT WEEK

=

: 750MC meeting: Formula Vee,

: TypeR, ToyotaMR2, RGB Sports

: 1000, 750 Formula, Historic 750

: Formula Starts racing from 1100hrs
: (qualifying from 0830hrs) Admission :
: adult£16,under 13 free Web msv.

: com Contact 0843 453 9000

: MSilverstone National,

: Northants

: MSVR meeting: Equipe GTS,

: Equipe Pre’'63, AMOCGT,

¢ Intermarque, Jack Fairman Cup,

¢ Pre-WarTeam Challenge Starts

: racing from 1210hrs (qualifying

¢ from 0900hrs) Admission adult

: £15,under 15 free Web silverstone.
: co.ukContact 08704 588260

: SATURDAY/SUNDAY
: mSilverstone
: International, Northants

: BRSCC meeting: Porsche, Sports
i 2000, Clubmans, Mazda MX-5,

i MX-5 Super Series, Fiesta, Fiesta
*Junior, Alfa Romeo Starts Saturday,

racing from 1325hrs (qualifying

: from 0900hrs) Sunday, racing
from 0900hrs Admission adult

: £15,under 15 free Web silverstone.
: co.ukContact 08704 588260

: HPembrey, SouthWales
: BARC meeting: Trucks, MGOC,
: Welsh Sports/Saloons, Legends,
: Monoposto Starts Saturday,

i racing from 1050hrs (qualifying

: from 0900hrs) Sunday, racing

: from 1030hrs (qualifying from

: 0900hrs) Admissionadult £15,

¢ under 14 free Web barc.net

: Contact 01264 882200

: mCadwell Park, Lincs

: BARC meeting: Caterham

TITLE SHOWDOWN Lialied

: Graduates, Classic VW/Honda
: VTEC, Junior Saloons, Kumho

: BMW, Hyundai Coupe, BARC
: Saloons, BMW 116, Open

: Saloons Starts Saturday,

: racing from 1350hrs (qualifying
from 0900hrs) Sunday, racing

: from 0915hrs (qualifying from

: 1135hrs) Admission adult £16,
: under 13 free Web msv.com

: Contact 08434539000

: SUNDAY

: HKnockhill, Fife

: SMRC meeting: Fiesta and Hot
: Hatch, FF1600, Classic Sports

: and Saloons, Legends Cars,

: Sports and Saloons, C1 Cup,

: Mini Coopers Starts racing

: from 1100hrs (qualifying from

: 0830hrs) Admission adult

£15, under 12 free Web knockhill.
: co.uk Contact 01383723337

: RALLY

: THURSDAY-SUNDAY
: mLlandudno, Conwy

: WalesRally GB

: Starts 1600hrs

: Admission check website

. fordetails

. Web walesrallygb.com

: SPORTING SCENE
: SUNDAY

: mSheffield, SYork

: BriSCAF1

: Starts TBA Admission TBA

: Web brisca.com

: Details correct at time of press but
. check before travelling

OUT WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9
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MARKETPLACE

. . Full range of engine components for:
Go-Karting Business For Sale LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM| | B g =Sy
VAUXHALL XE The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...
. ] , , VAUXHALL ECOTEC
e Turn-key business in excellent financial and ROVER K-SERIES Follow Us LikeUs
0 T X I twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts
material condition Call or buy online!

QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK 01753532222 Si Exh
% Outdoor 540m floodlit track 01509 412 317 I impson Xhausts

g% Workshops

[¥ Fleet of 38 Sodi karts (4-stroke) for age range 8
to adult

N Vehicle We supply a

! - . . comprehensive range of
B= 4 electric Toro karts for under 8s Alloywheelrepairs.com W| rin Wiring produsts forirepain
modification or complete

P rod u CtS rewire to your vehicle

« Repairs to aluminium and magnesium

ﬂ Ka rt sto rage wheels and castings.

« Wheels chemically stripped, fine

[ Excellent quality licensed clubhouse with ample bead blasted and powder coated.

pa rking «Wheels inserted and PCD and
offset altered.

[ 78 year leasehold on peppercorn rent available ( Chevette )

in P riceasano pt| on - Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

Owners commenced business in 2014 and enjoyed Phiesdui oatricpmion

healthy and consistent profits over 5 years. Tourist il required to build cars to works
location with steady local trade over 52 weeks. '
Located in high ‘quality of life’ coastal environment

in South England. IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

New mangger/owner has oppo.rt.unlty to dlyer5|fy L OMEEARMIBIMAINISTREET — . _
and to build on the much remaining potentlal. BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

_ 01904 703 863 ) mIAWAAVIS gllel(CTel(e]e Vo1 SN eloNUL¢
Enquire at PO Box 213 PO33 9FH

Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

+ 40 years of experience to share.

DA l)
/\lll)l N /\lll)l-

INSURANCE BROKERS INSURANCE BROKERS

Hawk and Carbotech
motorsport compounds

POLICIES FOR
v' COMPETITION CARS

L A A J N |
C E BAAKES

v" RALLY & RACE CARS
v" SERVICE VEHICLES

PERFORMANCE BRAKES www.cambridgemotorsport.com

P H o N E - o 1 6 1 4 4 o 7 59 o | sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk

Authorised and requlated by the Financial Services Authority
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MARKETPLACE
: BrojessionaliMotonspostiPartsYSpareslGIRally Equipent
Lally Desiqn : 85

Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888 ™

UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2QJ

S | www.rallydesign.co.uk Gl By
NEW Massive 2019 Full colour Rally Design Motorsport Catalogue NOW AVAILABLE! f‘

MOTOR SHOW
Bi"n. § Vg e TR | Sl . . < . MOTORSPORT &
ingham | ‘, A R Ve , \ | : - NS 2019

zo ' 9 Mk1 Mexico front wing, LH or RH each £265.22 £318.27
Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, std. each £72.10 £86.52
Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, RS2000  each £175.00 £210.00

Full listing of all Mk1 and Mk2 body panels on our website

Atlas plate style diff, historic spec. with ‘Boreham’ mods,

H 4085
18 tooth side gears £495.80 £594.96 ‘ wil o ;';'"_5'3 kén, ":lei
SPARES . £299' X-Flow ally radi 5 52
Spare side gears, 18 tooth each £32.50 £39.00 £179.60 £215-
Motorsport plate kit £83.90 £100.68 &
Wavy plate each £16.30 £719.56 .
Atlas CWP 3.4, 3.7, 4.6, 5.1 £251.80 £302.16 SSCORY BRAKING PARTS o i
£179.60 £215.52
Atlas axle casing, thick Wilwood brakes kit, 265x10, Powerlite caliper £299.51 £359.41 R$2000 (Pinto) ally radiator
tube, double pinned & breather £198.60 £238.32 Wilwood brakes kit, 247x20, Midilite caliper £468.49 £562.19 £179.60 £215.52
Pig’s head only £165.00 £198.00 Wilwood brakes kit, 285x21, Midilite caliper £571.40 £685.68 13/235 oil cooler
Balance bar pedal box, cable clutch £189.50 £227.40 50.10 £60.12
Balance bar pedal box, hydraulic clutch £215.00 £258.00
RMD master cylinders from £21.50 £25.80 Lockable fuel filler
Wilwood master cylinders from £29.50 £35.40 Tl cap assembly
Axle end stubs, R/H & L/H thread pair £49.90 £59.88 Wilwood proportioning valve, knob £42.50 £51.00 . £49.50 £59.40
Axle locking rings, R/H & L/H thread pair £21.90 £26.28 Wilwood proprtioning valve, lever £57.50 £69.00 Silicone hose kit, Mexico or RS2000
Locking ring adjustment tool £25.50 £30.60 Blackline ‘swaged’ stainless brake lines, 3-line £29.74 £35.69 (available blue, Mack or red)

Caliper mount brackets, suit AP pair £29.50 £35.40 Classic Ford wheels 6x13 £69.00 £82.80 £62.34 £74.81

7x13 £76.00 £91.20
8x13 £87.50 £105.00
Mly-ﬂocﬂnz axle kit 8x15 £99.00 £118.80
£328.60 £394.38
Fully floating hub assembly without shafts pair £218.60 £262.32 from
Full‘; ﬂoating axle kit, inc.(y2) F/F Hub assemblies Classic Ford M';'; 80
plus (2) ‘4340’ halfshafts,18 tooth £69.00 £ - /
(choice of length) £328.60 £394.38 e
Flange to suit F/F hub kit £49.50 £59.40 " g
SPARES
Studs each5.90 £7.08 / i 'mﬂ'i'.s'z" ;5
Seal pack pack z£13.90 £16.68 Poly” bump stops, top axle mounting pair £8.12 £9.75 £29.00 =
Bearing, top quality each £38.90 £46.68 Escort 11/1300 front springs, 145-220lbs pair £33.80 £40.56
770mm ‘4340” halfshaft, 18 tooth each £77.50 £93.00 Escort RS front springs, 145-2201bs pair £33.80 £40.56
820mm ‘4340’ halfshaft, 18 tooth each £82.50 £99.00 1.9” & 2.25” coil springs, 20,000 in stock! from £15.90 £19.08 wce in?e‘;upter ;ue}' pump £29.00 £34.80
T i i 24.5 i £19.00 o
All Blackline halfshafts Group 1 and Group 4 are manufactured from 4340 alloy steel :z:se??;ii;pr:‘ci;z: 2"2 57.2.25” i?;;z g;;g zg wgg f,‘,};dff,a,ﬁugf Pﬁ;rzp from £32.19 gﬁ gg
and have induction hardened teeth to Rockwell 50 HRC specifications. Gaz, adjustable front shocks each £67.60 £81.12 Bonnet pin kits, stainless £5.00 £6.00
4340 is about twice as strong as 1040 (the material which OEM halfshafts are normally g gt a kits. all. e ‘
manufactured from). It has a high degree of ductility to absorb shock loadings of Gaz, adjustable (3-way) front shocks each £299.50 £359.40 Bonnet pin kits, alioy £7.00 £8.40
abrupt acceleration, taking some Ioag off the differential and CWP. However, it has Gaz, adjustable rate rear shocks each : £65.00  £78.00 Aerocatch from £31.00  £37.20
a very high yield s!ren;fh to sustain high torque loads without failure. 4340 is the Quick steering racks RH 2:9 ratio £119.50 £143.40 Avanti map light from £19.50  £23.40
ideal halfshaft material. RH 2:4 ratio £139.50 £167.40 Manifold wrap, 2” x 15 metres (50ft), Vermiculite £29.60 £35.52
H 2:4 ratio £149.50 £179.40 Roll cage padding, 3ft, BT fire rating £6.00 £7.20
266 x 21 “Forest’ type discs pair £159.00 £190.80
FBL 002 disc bells pair £51.00 £61.20 M16 Caﬁpers to fit standard discs’

Halfshaft flange, not F/E suit std. axle each £59.50 £71.40

pair £89.00 £106.80
M16 calipers to fit vented discs

ENGLISH AXLE PARTS, H/duty quick steering racks RH 2:4 ratio £174.50 £209.40 (no spacers needed),
BLACKLINE RH 2:2 ratio £204.50 £245.40 . pair £98.50 £118.20
LH 2:4 ratio £184.50 £225.40 M16 caliper, shouldered bolts, set of 4
English plate style diff (30/90 ramps) LH 2:2 ratio £214.50 £257.40 £10.99 £13.19
Available 18 tooth (mates with semi-floating OEM style steering rack mounts pair £16.80 £20.16 Group 1 vented discs (247x20,
conversion kit) £395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - spherical bearing, each £49.50 £59.40 pair £39.00 £46.80
Available 22 tooth (mates with std. halfshaft) £395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - roller bearing, each £49.50 £59.40
Spare plate kit £39.50 £47.40 Roller bearin plastic dust covers pair £9.50 £11.40
Spare side gears, 18 or 22 tooth (please state) £32.50 £39.00 Spherical bearing race type top mounts pair £49.60 £59.52
English CWP 3.54,3.7,3.9,4.1,4.4,4.7,4.9, 5.1, 5.3 £231.50 £277.80
Spare side bearing, top quality £19.90 £23.88 OEM TCA's
Crush washer I L(T :)0 £7.08 £w 4.25 Itr FIA plumbed-in fire system,
g::’_":": t‘;‘;’;‘:?; ébear 105 LII. ; . ; :‘; f ;;gg £76.20 full installation kit, FIA homologation EX 037.13
. . H ‘159 o
Atlas into English semi-floating hub kit, : CIERIVRG VR
inc. (2) ‘43407 halfshafts, 18 tooth £443.80 £532.56 TCA's ‘Pattern’ style pair  £36.50 £43.80
English axle weld-on brace ring £39.90 £47.88 TCA’s ‘OEM’ style pair  £63.50 £76.20 Escort Laminated & Heated Screens
Special 10mm axle brace, English axle £99.50 £119.40 ;CA bush ins:_”";;';""’ £14.90 i 17.88
SPARES win cam anti-roll bar £59.50 £71.40 y ; e
Semi-floating hub assembly (less bearing) each £144.40 £173.28 Anti-dive kit £31.00 £37.20 iscor: ﬂﬂ. :_’ron: iaml_na:eg s ?"C:' rugggg fi? giﬁ igg:g
Bearing ‘4340’ £48.90 £59.76 World cup X-member £106.50 £127.80 Escor ‘i i i oo s ’
- g i RN . o0 & scort Mk1 Front heated laminated screen (inc. rubber) £198.60 £238.32
Hﬂ’fshﬂﬁ, suit seml-ﬂoatlng ’ﬂt £77.50 £93.00 WOf’d Cup mounts \ p&ﬂ' £28.50 £34.20 E: rt Mkz Fr 'h ted’ : ted ree (' r bber) £198.60 £238.32
Flange, not semi-floating, suit std. axle £59.50 £71.40 RS2000 track rod ends L each £10.50  £12.60 Esco t Mkt font eaee f"l,),g:r TTEE na £2 4',; 2 £29.90
Flange, Group 1 type £59.50 £71.40 Group 4 style all steel U/J coupling £19.80 £23.76 Escor v bl bl lllab 23.92 £38.
Brake disc, 265 x 10 cach £34.50 £41.40  4-link kit £119.50 £143.40 s 5 Ay i ki propelle iy
3 ink Li Escort Mk2 front screen rubber £29.08 £34.90
Heavy duty 4-link kit £185.00 £222.00 3
Group 4 round turret kit kit £65.00 £78.00 Escort Mk2 rear screen rubber £29.08 £34.90
HELICAL LSDs (ATBs), BLACKLINE o A el Laser windscreen chip repair kit £13.90 £16.68
; spring shackles car set £17.00 £20.40 i e . . e
. - ' Mk2 spring shackles car set £23.50 £28.20 14” or 17” rear view mirror £14.90 £17.88
Enfhsh axle, Caterham, 22 spline £324.00 £388.80 OFEM Escort RS struts each £96.95 £116.34
Atlas axle, 16 spline £354.00 £424.80 Group 4 spec. front RS struts each £128.00 £153.60 Escort Mk2 Rubber Parts
Ford FWD - Escort, Fiesta, Focus, KA, Escort RS stub axles pair £130.00 £156.00
Orion, Puma (BC/1B5 trans) £399.00 £478.80 RS steering arms pair £69.50 £83.40 Bonnet bump stop pair £6.20 £7.44
Sierra 77, Caterham £399.00 £478.80 Heavy duty steering arms, gusseted pair £79.50 £95.40 Bonnet rail bump stop, set of 4 £10.90 £13.08
Focus §T170, Mini Cooper ‘S’ Quick fit steering arm kit pair £9.60 £11.52 Bonnet bump stop, centre-rear £5.10 £6.12
(6-speed Getrag box) £399.00 £478.80 Ally hubs - standard or Group 4 each £49.50 £59.40 Wiring loom bulkhead grommet £6.90 £8.28
Mazda MX5 (94-05) £399.00 £478.80 Stub axle hardware kit £10.90 £13.08 Bonnet release cable grommet £5.20 £6.24
Watts linkage kit £199.50 £239.40 Steering column bulkhead grommet £7.20 £8.64
TRANSMISSION PARTS, BLACKLINE Taper leaf springs, 146Ib rate each £49.50 £59.40 Handbrake backplate dust boots pair £7.10 £8.52
Ally tube strut brace, round tube £44.90 £53.88 Spedo cable bulfhead grommet £5.20 £6.24
4-speed bearing type gearlever £38.50 £46.20 Work style 60mm oval tube strut brace £51.50 £61.80 Throttle pedal pad £5.20 £6.24
5-speed bearing type gearlever £40.50 £48.60 Rear lamp protectors pair £12.90 £15.48 Brake and clutch pedal pads pair £8.00 £9.60
5-speed quickshift conversion kit £13.50 £16.20 Chassis mounted sump guard, wet sump £137.00 £164.40 Shock absorber top caps pair £13.90 £16.68
M10 ally ‘Pro’ gearknob £14.90 £17.88 Kaylan mudflaps, 4mm (500x300) pair £16.50 £19.80 Rear bumper side plugs, set of 4 £9.90 £11.88
M10 white or black nylon gearknob £12.50 £15.00 Body jacking kit car set £119.50 £143.40 Oil line bulkhead grommet £5.10 £6.12
Propshaft, Type 9 - English or Atlas axle £89.50 £107.40 Ford hub nut socket, 3/4”D, 65mm £13.90 £16.68 Brake servo rod bellows £5.20 £6.24

I  PLEASE NOTE: All prices in Red are EXCLUSIVE OF VAT HEEEE——_,
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- QUIET OPERATION S : 3 > « SOLID STATE ELECTRICS ?
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» CORROSION RESISTANT ROBUST DESIGN
* 6,000 HRS LIFE CYCLE  CLEANABLE FILTER
7 « ELECTRICAL SURPRESSION

[»* £38.68
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MOISTURE PROTECTION | L 7 N CYLINDRICAL PUM PIKITS;
_~ + FUEL PUMP '
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/ PRICES EXCLUDE VAT @ 20% Tel: +44 (O) 1784 493 555 Email: sales@glencoelid.co.uk
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MARRKETPLACE

MARDI GRAS
MOTORSPORT

WANTED
RALLY CARS FOR CASH

e e i Specific interests in Ford Escorts MK1

or MK2 but all makes and models
O SCHRICKE

(RACELOGIC U-EDTTODTED o s considered in any condition

ibacty L2 01291 621234 or 07976 239076
; FERODO| rob@weirrallying.co.uk

l-?r‘\( i o [

THE WORLD'S BEST AIR FILTER

21 BRUNEL CLOSE Email: info@mardi uk WEIR
(‘:;\:ggl;mgl;rg OOG | DRAYTON HELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE m&gr?llggasr c::g:l?(s o K(‘”" ""ﬁ 0 O

DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB www.performanceclutch.co.uk

o CAGED LASER ENGINEERING

Automotive Englneerlng & Fabrication Specialists

. l ‘
ROLL CAGE CHASSIS
FABRICATION FABRICATION

RACE CAR PIT
PREP EQUIPMENT

C
m

POWDER COATING MACHINING

Unit 12

Ash Farm

Business Park

Holcombe SHEET METAL WORK ~ CNC FOLDING
Radstock f

BA3 5EX

+44 (0) 1761 239133
info@cagedlaser.co.uk
www.cagedlaser.co.uk

LASER CUTTING DESIGN
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Ford Cosworth BDA/BDG,

Craig Beck Racing Ltd
. 07876 221 932

. crailg@craigbeckracing.co.uk U DR
www.craigbeckracing.co.uk
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS
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BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

B eSS e

¥ Connected to you

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS
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www.brianjames.co.uk

b,
tyle and Substance an
Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more g/
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.
THE QUEEN'S AWARDS
New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all B Tk

professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard

equipment ‘over wheel’ strap system. T
: RACELINELnE (L]

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
RACE 8 For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

' ) HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS

FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish
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Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ | Telephone 01327 263384
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e B | 17 . BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
; FOR OVER 40 YEARS
AR s o TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
m m .IIIE ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.

CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,

OIL PUMPS & DRY SUMP SYSTEMS and many more... PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.
www.pacepumps.co.uk 01527908676 | wiww:phoenixautobulbS.COUK § WwWwW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

DRY SUMP

JAPAN ESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST ' e Performance Tuning Specialists
P Northampton e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
Motorsport 1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity

: e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
e-mail

northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com e Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
or visit Plus much more, Contact us on

northamptonmotorsport.com 01604 766624

ATTE oo Gearboxman.com

‘M AN | COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

il B Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE & RALLY PARTS

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS ¢
We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW! w OI 9 33 4" 9 9 3

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will A
put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp jondelruce@uol.com

‘[\—ﬁ For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
GroupB Motorsport.~ call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com

€129:9:4:10).4 3

GEARBOXES

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Gorigrot R L1BOXI [l | SBD Motorsport

Performance and Tuning Parts
Lead i ng o erform ance brands on lir e Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

WWW. pa rt = b oX.com sales @ LMAautoparts. com W: shdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121
RACEWEAR RACEWEAR RACEWEAR

Passionate About Motorsport
ﬁ%m 69 reCesrosrallu

www.jjcraceandrally.com

visit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

RACE & RALLY PARTS

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS WHEELS & TYRES
Teamwear Speuallsts = 30 e T 3
COMPOMOITIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS
Winning all over the world since 1973...

Enbroi
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a Tonsp on T Ben Kavanagh Ben Webster

Classified Advertising Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109 T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com E: ben.webster@motorsport.com
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' LATEST OR CALL SAVE UP T0 66%
MOTORSPORT BUNDLE OFFER 0344 848 8334
] and rally scene
[JRCoveragsiof PMSN190NE online, anywhere, anytime
ACCESS UNLIMITED MOTORSPORT CONTENT ONLINE EmERSISenE
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