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LEWIS GATECRASHES 
FERRARI’S RUSSIAN ROUT
HAMILTON CLAMBERS BACK INTO THE FORMULA 1 WINNER’S CIRCLE P26

ByDavidEvans

Home hero Elfyn Evans has 
been told to push his brand new 
Ford Fiesta WRC to the limit in 
pursuit of an M-Sport hat-trick 
at Wales Rally GB this week.

The advice to Evans – himself  
chasing a second home win 
in three years – came from 
M-Sport managing director 
Malcolm Wilson.

Wilson told MN: “Elfyn’s done 
it before, he can do it again. He’s 
got the speed and so has the car. 
It’s going to be a fantastic event.”
Full story, p2-3
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KEEPING THE HOME FLAGS FLYING HIGHCraig Breen, Kris Meeke and the returning Elfyn Evans will lead the home line. By David Evans

COMPLETE FORM GUIDE 

EVANS GUNNING TO 
WOW HOME FANS

THE HOMETOWN HEROES P15



Evansandco-driverScottMartin(r)havealreadyscoredtwopodiumsduringthe2019campaign

Returning Welshman gunning for a glorious

EVANS: I’LL
ANOTHER

BEHIND THE WHEEL OF McRAE’S LEGENDARY CARS

“Elfyn
will be a
boos
for u

e
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ByDavidEvans

Back from injury and 
competing for the first time 
since July, hometown hero 
Elfyn Evans will go route one 
in pursuit of a second Wales 
Rally GB victory this week.

The Welshman admits he might 
be short on match practice having 
missed the last three rounds of  
the World Rally Championship, 
but his absence from a title fight 
has given him clarity ahead of  
the Llandudno-based event.

“I don’t care what’s going 
on at the front in terms of  
the championship,” he told 
Motorsport News. “I’m ninth 
or something like that, so I’m 
just going to go for it. I’m only 
interested in what I’m doing.”

Asked what sort of  tactics he 
expected from the trio of  title 
protagonists – Ott Tanak, 
Sebastien Ogier and Thierry 
Neuville – Evans replied: “It’s 
hard to know. Seb and Thierry 
need to push to make up the gap, 
but there’s three rallies left and 
nobody will want to be throwing 
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anypointsaway.Theycandowhat
they want, I’ve just got to get on 
with what I’m doing. I’ve had a bit 
more time than usual to prepare 
for this week; usually it’s a case 
of  getting home from the previous 
round and fitting in as much work 
as you can before getting back in 
the car and heading to the rally. 

“I’ve been able to spend some 
more time on the onboards 
and things. This is probably 
the longest I’ve been out of  the 
car since I’ve been with M-Sport 
and I’m honestly really excited 
about getting back to it.”
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Welshman’s last outing
was on Rally Estonia

EvansinjuredhisbackatRally
Estonia three months ago, but was 
given the all-clear for a return last 
month. The 2017 Wales Rally GB 
winner drove a rally car again 
the week before last and was in 
Wales to test the Ford Fiesta 
WRC in the middle of  last week. 

“I did two half-days in the [Ford 
Fiesta] R5 car at Greystoke,” said 
Evans. “That was great and the 
[R5] MkII felt fantastic, but it 
was so good to be back in the 
World Rally Car.”

Testing close to Bala, Evans 
benefited from mixed weather, 
allowing him to test the full 
range of  settings for the Fiesta.

“We got a full day in,” he said. 
“We started at nine and ran into 
the darkness and I’m really happy 
with the way it went. We found a 
good mix of  corners on the road 
we were on – there was some 
quick stuff  and some more 
tight and twisty bits.”

Evans admitted he’s hoping to 
end an apparent Welsh test jinx on 
M-Sport winning its home round.

M-Sport managing director 
MalcolmWilsonjoked:“Itoldhim,

Returning Welshman gunning for a glorious   comeback to M-Sport’s line-up

EVANS: I’LL  BE FLAT OUT FOR 
ANOTHER    GB VICTORY
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Evans claimed his first victory in theWorld Rally Championship onWales Rally GB in 2017

Evans will be pushing
to the limits this weekend
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when we win, it’s because we 
tested in Cumbria. It’s true.  
It was that way with Marcus 
[Gronholm] and when Elfyn  
won a couple of  years ago.”

Ogier did manage a victory  
for M-Sport last year, having  
tested in Bala.

“I know all about that story,”  
said Evans. “And if  I don’t win  
this year I think I’ll listen to MW 
and never test in Wales again!”

Ninth into Friday’s first loop  
of  forest stages, Evans knows  
the weather could work against 
him this week, with the preferred 
place on the road somewhere in 
the top three.

“I’m not thinking about that,” he 
said. “I can’t change it, so what’s 
the point? If  the weather is wet and 
sh*tty, it’ll be tough, but like I told 
you before, I started from a crap 
place on the road last year and  
I was running second after the  
first loop on Friday. I’m just going 
to get on with it.”

M-Sport chief  Wilson said the 
Cumbrian factory team had  
done all it could for Evans.

“He’s got a new car and we just 

want him to go out there and  
use it,” Wilson told MN. “We’ve 
seen the car’s got the speed to  
win in Wales – we’ve done that  
for the last two years – and we’ve 
seen how Elfyn’s matured and 
developed in the last few years. 
He knows what he’s capable of. 
Basically, the advice from us is to 
go out, put the thing on its door 
handles and drive it as hard as he 
can. He’s got nothing to lose and 
he’s going to give it everything.”

While Evans will revel in huge 
support at home, the Myherin 
test won’t be quite the same with 
fans unable to reach ‘Elfyn’s 
Corner’ this time around.

“That’s a shame,” said Evans. 
“It’s a tricky one, the stretch of  
road we’re using is fantastic with 
the hairpins down to the finish, 
but that was the car park for that 
corner in the last couple of  years.

“I’ve been flattered [by the team 
behind Elfyn’s Corner], but I’m 
so lucky to have amazing support 
all around this rally and it really 
does help. The lift from seeing  
the flags and seeing the people all 
around the place is really nice.  

I have to thank them for that.”
M-Sport team principal 

Richard Millener will be looking 
after three factory Fiestas this 
week, with Teemu Suninen  
and Pontus Tidemand joining 
Evans, but the start can not come 
soon enough.

“I have been looking forward to 
this one all year,” said Millener. 
“There’s always something 
special about competing at home 
and this was the first WRC event  
I ever watched – so to come here 
looking after the team is a really 
special experience for me.

“It’s also fantastic to have Elfyn 
back with us. Teemu came into 
his own in Germany and Turkey, 
but there’s nothing quite like 
Elfyn’s experience – especially  
in Wales – and it’s a big boost for 
us all to have him here. All three 
drivers have a pretty good track 
record in the Welsh forests. 

Teemu won the event as part of  
the WRC 2 Championship in 2015, 
and Pontus has never finished 
lower than second in WRC 2. As 
for Elfyn, well we all know what  
he is capable of  at home.”



THE LINE-UP OF TALENT
TO SHINE IN THE WELSH
We go through the leading lights of the WRC that are set to do battle. By David Evans
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Toyota Gazoo Racing Yaris 
has been the form machine

Ott Tanak
Nationality: Estonian
Age: 31
Co-driver: Martin Jarveoja
Car #8 
WRC debut: Portugal 2009
GB starts: 8
Best GB result: 2nd (2016)
WRC starts: 103
WRC wins: 11
Until he retired, the Estonian 
dominated last year’s Rally GB like 
he has dominated the World Rally 
Championship for the past 18 
months. Has to start as a favourite 
and, if the car holds, then he should be 
expected to pick up where he left off 
(comfortably in the lead) in Sweet 
Lamb last season. He’s found that 
place where he can win stages for  
fun and make winning rallies look 
entirely straightforward. On top of 
that, if it’s wet he’s in the best place  
on the road on Friday.  

Kris Meeke
Nationality: British
Age: 40
Co-driver: Sebastian Marshall
Car #5 
WRC debut: GB 2002
GB starts: 10
Best GB result: 2nd (2015)
WRC starts: 102
WRC wins: 5
As his late mentor Colin McRae  
did, Meeke enjoys huge support  
on his home round of the 
championship. And on paper this  
is an event that should suit the 
Dungannon man’s attacking and 
committed style of driving – there  
is some grip in those roads if you’re 
prepared to risk a little bit to find it. 
Second here four years ago, a win  
is overdue for the Toyota star –  
but his chances hinge, like those 
around him, on the conditions on  
the opening day.  

Jari-Matti Latvala
Nationality: Finnish
Age: 34
Co-driver: Miikka Anttila
Car #10 
WRC debut: GB 2002
GB starts: 17
GB wins: 2 (2011, 12)
WRC starts: 206
WRC wins: 18
Like Ari Vatanen and Markku Alen 
that have gone many years before 
him, Jari-Matti Latvala is a Finn who 
has found his way to the hearts of 
British rally fans. Why? It’s probably 
something to do with the fact  
that there’s barely enough room  
for sponsor’s logos on his overalls, 
his heart takes up so much space… 
He’s a hard trier and a survivor  
as well as a very, very fast rally  
driver. Not to mention a bobble-
hatter and the absolute gentleman  
of rallying. 

Thierry Neuville
Nationality: Belgian
Age: 31
Co-driver: Nicolas Gilsoul
Car #11
WRC debut: Spain 2009
GB starts: 7
Best GB result: 2nd (2017)
WRC starts: 108
WRC wins: 11
Rally GB’s about inconsistent grip  
and changeable conditions and, to  
get the best out of those sorts of 
characteristics, a driver has to be 
adaptable and pragmatic. Thierry 
Neuville grew up and cut his teeth  
on Belgian roads offering such 
challenges. Granted, that was on 
Tarmac, not gravel, but he’s a driver  
on the same wavelength as GB and 
he’s definitely a potential contender. 
And he’s 30 points down on the 
championship lead, so he has 
absolutely nothing to lose.   

Craig Breen
Nationality: Irish
Age: 29
Co-driver: Paul Nagle
Car #42 
WRC debut: Portugal 2009
GB starts: 8
Best GB result: 4th (2018)
WRC starts: 60
Best result: 2nd
Like Hayden Paddon, it’s utterly 
ridiculous to think that this bloke’s 
been on the bench (apart from in 
Finland) this season. Twelve  
months ago he went into Sunday 
just 13.5s off the lead of Rally GB.  
A spin in Gwydir left him fourth  
at the finish, but the Irishman has  
real potential on these stages.  
The question is, will he be allowed  
to push? He’s wearing blue and 
orange in Wales and he has a job  
to do for Hyundai this week and 
might have to look after others.

Andreas Mikkelsen
Nationality: Norwegian
Age: 30
Co-driver: Anders Jaeger
Car #89
WRC debut: GB 2006
GB starts: 9
Best GB result: 3rd (2015)
WRC starts: 109
WRC wins: 3
It’s been something of a rollercoaster 
of a season for the likeable 
Norwegian, but he needs to cast 
being dropped for three rounds  
from his mind and get on with the 
opportunity in front of him. He was 
third last time out in Turkey, and a 
similar result in Wales would work  
very well for him – and Hyundai’s 
efforts in the manufacturers’ title race. 
Should we expect more from a driver 
who has lived on the fringes of the 
Clocaenog forest and knows these 
roads and conditions well? Probably. 

2019 WALES RALLY GB PREVIEW

TOYOTA GAZOO RACING HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT

Hyundai is desperate for  
a manufacturers’ crown

        FORESTS
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THAT’S READY
        FORESTS

Elfyn Evans
Nationality:British
Age:30
Co-driver:ScottMartin
Car#33
WRCdebut:GB2007
GBstarts:7
GBwins:1(2017)
WRCstarts:84
WRCwins:1
Forget the fact thathe’smissed the
last three roundsof thechampionship
(back injury); thismost localof
localheroescando it.Hedoesn’t
necessarily knowthese roadsany
better thanhis rivals,buthe’sgot
thesamesixthsense thatserves
SebastienOgiersowell in the
mountainsaroundGap.WhatEvans
needs isself-belief.He’s improved
noend in thisdirection thisseason,
but thisweekheneeds to trulybelieve
thathecanwin fromfurtherdown
theorderonFriday.Hecando it.

Teemu Suninen
Nationality: Finnish
Age: 25
Co-driver: Jarmo Lehtinen
Car #3
WRCdebut: Finland 2014
GBstarts: 4
BestGBresult: 11th (2015)
WRCstarts:51
Best result:2nd
Doesn’t have massive experience
of these roads, but Suninen has
shown time and again that he’s a
driver who can make the best out
of only having a rough idea of what
to expect from a rally. Looks to
have benefited from slotting the
super-experienced Jarmo Lehtinen
in alongside him and comes to
Wales on the back of a couple of
very, very strong performances in
Germany and Turkey. The Fiesta’s
won GB for the past two years and
this bloke could continue that trend.

PontusTidemand
Nationality:Swedish
Age:28
Co-driver:OlaFloene
Car#7
WRCdebut:Sweden2012
GBstarts:3
BestGBresult:10th (2018)
WRCstarts:48
Best result:7th
Onething iscertain,Waleswon’tbe
quite thestruggleTurkeywas–the
Swede lookedall atsea trying to find
awayaroundthe rocks last timeout.
HemaynothavemassiveRallyGB
experience,buthe’s finishedeach
ofhis threestartson thepodium
inWRC2andthatwill bringan
understandingofwhat the roads
areabout.Asteady run through
Fridaycouldservehimwell and
givehimabetterplaceon the road
for theweekend.Topsixwouldbe
agreat result.

Sebastien Ogier
Nationality:French
Age:35
Co-driver: Julien Ingrassia
Car#1
WRCdebut:Mexico 2008
GBstarts:11
GBwins: 5 (2013, 14, 15, 16, 18)
WRCstarts: 147
WRCwins:47
The master. This bloke had no
business winning last year’s Wales
Rally GB event, but he dug deep –
quite possibly deeper than ever
before – and matched his car’s
searing pace with the ultimate
bravery in a final-stage display
around the Great Orme that still
beggars belief. The Citroen was
at the races last time out in Wales,
and if anybody knows how to get
a C3 to the very top step on a
Sunday afternoon, it’s this
six-time world champion.

Esapekka Lappi
Nationality: Finnish
Age:28
Co-driver: Janne Ferm
Car#4
WRCdebut:Finland 2011
GBstarts:3
BestGBresult:3rd (2018)
WRCstarts: 53
WRCwins: 1
Introduced himself to Wales by
backing a Skoda Fabia R5 into a
tree on the Myherin opener three
years ago. Since then he’s knuckled
down and worked really hard to
understand what makes Rally GB
tick. A podium position last year
is a solid indication of two things:
he’s a fast learner (that was only
his third start); and he’s going to
be in contention this time around…
provided he can get the front of
the car tuned in and doing what
he wants.

M-SPORT FORD WRT CITROEN RACING

The troublesome Citroen
has been a winner this year

M-Sport man Evans will be 
seeking a maiden 2019 victory

Lappi: three 2019 podiums

Champ won in GB last year

Ogier was a Turkey winner

Photos: Toyota Gazoo Racing. mcklein-imagedatabase.com



HOW WALES RALLY GB
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David Evans examines the route that has got us to Wales Rally GB and the three-way
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Tanak has a points lead to
protect on Wales Rally GB

T
urkeys don’t vote
for Christmas  
and, it would  
seem, World Rally 
Championship 
protagonists don’t 
vote for Turkey.  

For the second year in succession, 
the Marmaris-based event shoved  
a stick in the spokes of  two of  the 
three men chasing the top of   
the table. 

Last year it was Ott Tanak who rose 
while Thierry Neuville and Sebastien 
Ogier fell. Last month Ogier was in the 
Asian ascendancy as the Turquoise 
Coast terrorised Tanak and Neuville. 

Therefore, as we head to this week’s 
Rally GB, Tanak is 17 points up on  
Ogier, with Neuville a further 13 back. 
There are three rounds – GB, Spain and 
Australia – remaining and a possible 90 
points on the table. But let’s look further 
into the numbers, and beyond the fact 
that Ogier is five-nil up on both Tanak 
and Neuville in terms of  Welsh wins.

Citroen star Ogier has dominated 
Britain’s round of  the WRC for five of  the 
past six years. And even on the one that 
got away, in 2017, he wasn’t too stressed, 
as his third place meant he celebrated  
a fifth world championship title.

If  we wind back to 2013 and the start  
of  the Deeside-based era of  Rally GB, 
Ogier has been fastest on 36 of  the 128 
stages. He’s led for 93 of  them – that’s  

72% of the stages run in the past six
years. Between Jari-Matti Latvala’s  
win in 2012 and Elfyn Evans hitting  
the front on the first run at Myherin  
in 2017, nobody except for Ogier had led 
this rally. That equated to a 1852-day  
rule at the very top of  the timesheets. 

That is exceptional, and is also the 
reason why Ogier is a favourite to make  
it six Rally GB wins from seven. 
Furthermore, he arrives on the back  
of  that superb victory in Turkey. But  
the man himself  is not so sure. “We  
won the last round,” he says. “But  
that doesn’t mean everything is right 
straight away. We still have work to  
do, we still have to find more pace and 
find a good set-up for the car for Wales.”

Ogier’s mood is balanced by the fact 
that, three weeks before champagne  
in Turkey, there was abject misery with 
seventh place and a country mile off   
the pace in Germany. The reigning 
champion is a realist – the Citroen C3 
WRC is getting there, but there’s a  
way to go yet.

His own team aside, Ogier is very  
well aware that the biggest hindrance 
towards keeping the crown on his head  
is Toyota star Tanak. The Estonian has 
won 21 Rally GB stages and led for 14 of  
them – and all 14 of  those were last year, 
when he slaughtered the very best of   
the best. His Yaris WRC hit the front  
in Clocaenog, first thing on Friday 
morning, and his rivals didn’t see him  

for dust. He built a lead at will and was
well and truly in control of  the rally 
when he turned into a left-hander on the 
hill towards Hafren out of  Sweet Lamb. 
The sumpguard of  his Toyota dug in to 
the surface and sheared, slicing into the 
car’s waterworks and forcing Tanak  
to stop on the other side of  the corner. 

That one really hurt – talk to him  
about it now, and the pain is still there. 
And that’s another part of  what makes  
Tanak so dangerous this week. He’s 
fuelled by more than the chase for the 
championship – he wants revenge on  
the rally that broke his heart 12 months 
ago. Put this to him and he laughs, but  
it’s true. And he knows it.

So the six-year Rally GB stats favour 
Ogier, but what about the indications of  
form we’ve had across the 2019 season? 
Since the start of  the campaign in Monte 
Carlo, Tanak has won 61 of  the 202 stages 
run, Neuville is next on 34, while Ogier 
has topped 21. Toyota struggled last  
time out in Turkey, where the Yaris  
WRC wasn’t able to match the pace of   
its rivals, but that was a one-off.

“To be honest, we didn’t expect to be  
the fastest in Turkey and now, hopefully, 
the difficult events are behind us,” says 
Tanak. “The rallies coming now are the 
ones where we have been strong and 
we’ve had a good performance in the 
past. I’m looking forward to Wales – I like 
that rally. What happened last year, the 
team is confident it won’t happen again. 

We’ve been through enough corners
similar to that without any trouble. 

“The character of  the roads [in Wales] 
is really nice, but it is difficult. The 
conditions can make it complicated – 
we’ve got some driving in the night 
coming, and when that happens you  
can always have the fog and the rain.  
It can be tough. It’s also one of  the most 
demanding when it gets muddy – the  
grip changes all the time, and trying  
to get a feeling and some confidence in 
these conditions is not so easy.”

Prior to Turkey, Tanak was sitting 
pretty with a 33-point lead. An ECU 
failure on the second morning, allied  
to Ogier’s masterful drive, cut that 
advantage by 16. “Of  course Turkey was 
disappointing,” says Tanak, “but at the 
same time maybe it only cost us four 
points. Like I said, we didn’t expect to  
be fastest there, but that wasn’t as hard 
as Sardinia [where the powersteering 
failed on the final stage and he fell from 
first to fifth]. That was bad. Now I’m 
looking to Wales, only forward. I won’t 
give more pressure to the team. We  
know what we have to do.”

Thirty points down on Tanak after he 
went off  the road on the second morning 
in Turkey, Neuville has to be the outsider 
for the title, but what about his hopes for 
Wales this week? “I like it,” he says. “It’s  
a rally where you can attack and make 
some good time. It’s a nice one.”

But it’s also an event Neuville has 

never won. He’s been on the podium
two of  the past three years, but the 
Hyundai driver has never genuinely 
threatened to show the rest of  the field 
the way home. Hence, he hasn’t led  
the event for the past six years and he’s 
‘only’ managed 14 stage wins.

What is it that makes Wales such a 
challenge? Ogier talks openly about  
how tricky he found the conditions in  
his early years – which you’d never 
expect considering his debut on the  
event 11 years ago. Driving a Citroen  
C4 WRC for the first time, he made the 
best of  some of  the worst conditions  
in recent memory to lead the first  
loop. Can’t have been that hard… “But 
the next day we crashed,” says Ogier. 
“Honestly, it was tricky to read the road 
and understand the grip changes. The 
weather that year was really crazy with 
snow, ice and rain and mud. Crazy.

“This rally can offer a very big 
difference in the conditions, and it’s  
so important that you stay calm. We  
are going into the night again and 
sometimes, especially when you are  
in the fog, you are struggling to see the 
road, you really have the feeling that  
you are going too slow. But you must do 
the best with what you have and you  
need to remember the others are going  
to struggle as well.” 

Experience and maturity mean so 
much in Wales. As Ogier’s has outlined, 
it’s easy to get bamboozled by the way  

2019 WALES RALLY GB PREVIEW

TANAK210 PTS OGIER
DRIVERS’CHAMPIONSHIP

MANUFACTURERS’CHAMPIONSHIP

World Rally Championship standings
After 11/14 rounds
POS DRIVER CAR POINTS
1 OttTanak ToyotaYarisWRC 210
2 SebastienOgier CitroenC3WRC 193
3 ThierryNeuville Hyundai i20 180
4 AndreasMikkelsen Hyundai i20 94
5 KrisMeeke ToyotaYarisWRC 86
6 Jari-Matti Latvala ToyotaYarisWRC 84
7 TeemuSuninen FordFiestaWRC 83
8 EsapekkaLappi CitroenC3WRC 80
9 ElfynEvans FordFiestaWRC 78
10 Dani Sordo Hyundai i20 72

World Rally Championship standings
After 11/14 rounds
POS TEAM POINTS
1 Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT 314
2 Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT 295
3 Citroen Total WRT 259
4 M-Sport Ford WRT 184

BLOCK IN THE CHASE      FOR THE BIG PRIZE
 examines the route that has got us to Wales Rally GB and the three-way    tug of war for the ultimate crown

 193 
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WILL BE A BUILDING
BLOCK IN THE CHASE     FOR THE BIG PRIZE

 examines the route that has got us to Wales Rally GB and the three-way    tug of war for the ultimate crown

NEUVILLE18 PTS 193PTS

the road looks. It can be deceptive, and 
not always in a bad way.

“In the end, sometimes the grip can  
be not too bad,” says Ogier. “Even if  it’s 
wet, the rocky surface can give you good 
grip. But then suddenly you can come to 
some places where it changes a lot and 
grip can be very low – experience helps 
you to read that a little bit better. Early  
in the career you also struggle to find  
the right rhythm and you believe that 
you need to drive at 120% to be fast. It’s 
maybe only later on, with some more 
maturity, that you understand that’s  
not the way to win rallies; it’s a way to be 
fast, but maybe not most of  the time to  
go the total distance or to win the rally.”

Going the distance is everything in 
Wales this week, but how the three title 
protagonists get there is open to debate. 
They all need a result, but Neuville  
needs what would be a maiden British 
win the most. “Everything is still 
possible,” says the Hyundai man. “So  
we keep pushing. Nothing changes.”

One thing Turkey highlighted was  
the need for a good wingman in what’s 
turning out to be an epic fight for this 
year’s title. Citroen’s Esapekka Lappi 
backed Ogier up perfectly, and more will 
be expected from him this week. Lappi 
was on the podium in third place last 
year, and Finns always thrive on a fast 
gravel rally. But there’s no shortage of  
support for Neuville or Tanak either.

Hyundai brings Craig Breen back to 

the team (after his mid-season i20  
Coupe WRC debut in Finland), and the 
Irishman was right in the thick of  the 
fight for victory in Wales with Citroen 
last year. Between Breen, and that  
most Welsh of  Norwegians Andreas 
Mikkelsen (he lived in Ruthin, in the 
middle of  the GB route, through his  
late teenage years while he was starting 
out in the sport), the South Korean 
manufacturer puts forward a solid 
proposition for GB. 

But the real strength sits with Toyota. 
Northern Irishman Kris Meeke is a man 
who knows what’s needed to get the best 
out of  these woods. He’s been here –  
in various cars – 10 times before and 
finished second in 2015. Meeke and team-
mate Latvala both made their WRC 
debuts in Wales in 2002. Since then, the 
Finn has been ever-present and this 
week is his 18th start on Rally GB.

Latvala and Meeke both demonstrated 
their ability to drive for the team and for 
Tanak in Turkey. The Yaris wasn’t at the 
height of  its powers last time out, but 
neither driver pushed in the powerstage, 
not wanting to potentially lift points out 
of  Tanak’s total, while simultaneously 
safeguarding their positions for Toyota. 
A repeat of  this summer’s German 1-2-3, 
with Tanak out front, would be a dream 
come true for the Toyota squad. But 
Ogier, Neuville and the conditions  
are ready, willing and able to play their 
part. Get set for an absolute classic. n

Neuville (l), Ogier (c) and 
Tanak (r) will do battle

Neuville’s form on Rally GB  
hasn’t been the strongest

Ogier’s UK track record 
makes him the favourite



The World Rally Championship is founded on venturing into some of the world’s most beautiful terrain, taking 
the sport of rallying to the people and whether
it’s rain or shine, summer or winter, the stars
are expected to perform at the highest level.

It’s one of the reasons Wales has accepted
Rally GB as its home, and has become one
of the key events on the Welsh sporting
calendar, a unique challenge for a group of 
drivers truly at the top of their game.

The reason the drivers love the event so
much is the reception of the fans of all ages
who travel to the area from as far afield as
Barbados, and the unique quality of the Welsh
forest roads, many of which contained within
CONWY County Borough Council area.
This year the event also has a new home in
Llandudno where fans will be able to get closer to the stars and cars than ever before from October 3-6.

The council identified the benefits of the event when it moved north in the early 2010s, and has played a key
role in helping the event to run – and other rallies like the Cambrian, part of the British Championship – year 
round. It has become the unofficial county of the rally fan, and without the support of the pioneering and 
punch-packing CONWY County Borough Council, it wouldn’t be possible.

“We see events like Wales Rally GB and the
Cambrian Rally which we are the headliner
sponsor of as key in promoting the area and all
the wonderful things people can enjoy whilst
visiting the county,” says Conwy’s Coporate Event 
Manager Rachael Gill.

“Both events also attract much needed visitors in
the winter months which is in line with the Conwy
County Economic Growth Strategy ambition to
grow winter tourism and encourage visitors to see 
we are open for business all year round.

“Major events are part of the DNA of Conwy
County because they are key to our economy
and create a lively and dynamic experience for 
residents and visitors.

“Over recent years Conwy County Borough Council’s events team have attracted numerous national and
international events, bringing hundreds of thousands of visitors to the area and tens of millions of pounds into 
the local economy.”

It’s unique to find a council providing quite the amount of support to rallying events, let alone the extensive
event portfolio it also boasts in helping to boost the economy year round, and ensure the people of Conwy are 
proud to be part of a county which may not be anywhere near the biggest in the 
UK, but it punches well above its weight.

The next event on the calendar following Wales Rally GB will provide different
monsters to those of the cars. A procession of myth and mystery through
Llandudno on November 16 will bring fire and light – much like the machines in
the World Rally Championship, in a new event supported by fi re: Winter Light.

How Rally GB is the tip of the iceberg 
for events in Conwy 

Promoted
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HOW TO MAKE THE MOST
FROM THE STAGE SIDE
Nobody knows the route for this year’s Wales Rally GB like the man who drew it.
We’ve asked route coordinator Andrew Kellitt to give us the inside line

Spectators are set to flock 
to Wales Rally GB this year

S
o, David Evans tells 
me I’ve got the next 
four days off. All he 
wants me to do is tell 
him where to go. That, 
I can definitely do…

In terms of forests 
used this year, there’s nothing radically 
different from in recent years. There 
can’t be. We’ve used every inch of  every 
forest road available to us in the top half  
of  Wales. We’re missing Gartheiniog 
due to the presence of  Phytophthora 
Ramorum (that’s a tree disease to the 
rest of  us – not harmful to rally fans, 
but bad news for the trees) and we’re 
not going into Clocaenog for the first 
time in a good few years. That’s 
because of  the continued windfarm 
developments going on in the area.

But, the rest of  the roads are all in there.
One of  the biggest changes is moving 

the service park from Deeside to 
Llandudno. This gives Wales Rally GB 
the first chance to run a central service 
park right in the heart of  a town. OK, 
we did something like this when we had 
Ford and Citroen outside the Millennium
building in Cardiff, but I think the buzz 
will be much better in Llandudno. 
We’ve got Rally HQ, service, hotels and 
restaurants right here in one place – 
finally we’ve got a rally town to enjoy. 

Also new for this year is the start in 
Liverpool, which is very exciting. 
Starting the rally outside the Royal 
Liver building means we wave the crews 
away in England for the first time in 20 
years and it’s great to have the chance 
to really take the rally to the people. 

That’s where I’d start my spectating 
experience in my virtual four-day 
holiday. Actually, one of  the real 
treats will be on the way to the 

2019 WALES RALLY GB PREVIEW
Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

ceremonial start, when all those World 
Rally Cars go through the Wallasey 
Tunnel; I’d imagine that noise will be 
quite spectacular.

The ceremonial start’s always a great 
place to listen to the drivers’ thoughts 
ahead of  the event, when they’re 
interviewed on the ramp, but personally 
I’d soak up a bit of  the atmosphere, 
grab some autographs – and possibly 
the odd selfie or two – and then I’d be 
on my way to Oulton Park. 

Oulton’s back on the schedule for the 
first time since 1993 and there’s no end of  
spectating possibilities here. That’s the 
great thing about running a stage at a 
race circuit, they’re tailor-made to get 
fans in and out with minimum fuss, while 
offeringgreataccessandviewing.Don’t
forget, if youcan’tmakeLiverpool,there’s
anautographsessionatOultontoo.

Friday,October 4
It’sSS3andPenmachno1firstupforme.
ButI’llbeinthereveryearlyandgoing
totheleft inthemaincarpark(takethe

hairpin left where the car park splits). 
This takes you up to the main quarry 
area of  the stage, which offers great 
viewing for quite a long time. There’s 
space to move about safely in the quarry 
and enjoy the cars from a few angles.

Getting from Penmachno to either of  
the stages in the next loop – Dyfnant or 
Aberhirnant – is not possible, so don’t 
even try. Instead, take a break, get some 
lunch in Betws-y-Coed and then go into 
Elsi (SS6). You can see a good three or 
four corners from the stage access out 
of  the head of  the car park.

If  you want a longer lunch, why not 
go straight to Slate Mountain (SS8)? 
Spectators are well catered for in this 
short stage carved out of  a slate quarry. 
There’splentyof standingroomonthe
elevatedplatforms.

Afterthat, it’suptoLlandudnoforservice
ordowntoDyfitobeddowninthecarand
getreadyforalongdayonSaturday.

ForthosewhowanttodoDyfnant
(SS4/9)andAberhirnant(SS5/10), the
goodnewsisthatthey’reinfantasticshape.
Dyfnanthastheusualspectatingalong
whatusedtobeIrishCornerandintothe
hairpinleftclosertothecarpark.

Aberhirnantsecondtimethroughwill
bespecial.HeadforcarparkHandgetas
farupthehillasyoucan.Thisisaboutas
highastheeventgoesintermsof altitude
andif thecloud’scomedown,it’llbe
incrediblyatmospheric;you’llbeable
tohearthecarscomingformileswiththe
oddflashof headlights, thenthey’ll just
appearoutof themistbeforeyou.

If it’saclearnight,don’tworry, it’llbe
justasspecial–you’llbetreatedtoan
amazingWRClightshowwiththe
spotlightsdancingacrossthesky.LikeI
said,eitherway, it’llbeagreatplacetogo.

continuedonpage11

“Finally we’ve
got a rally

town to enjoy”

Andre
Kellitt

The service park will move from Deeside to the centre of Llandudno this year

Welsh forests provide plenty of viewing opportunities for spectators
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Saturday,October5
Likeyesterday,I’vegottomakeyour
choicehere–there’snowayof jumping
betweenstages.If it’sDyfi, there’sa
coupleof choicesforthecarparkswith
goodviewingfromboth.Forme,thecar
parkonthewestispreferable–itoffers
agoodviewof thecars200ftbelowyou
inwhatisoneof theclassicmid-Wales
stages.We’rerunningatfull lengththis
yearandtheroad’sinperfectcondition.

Dyfiwillbebusy,italwaysis.If Iwanted
somewhereabitquieter,Myherin’sthe
place.Spectatinginthisonehaschanged
quitealotforthisyear.Forthelastcouple
of yearswe’vebroughtfansinoff theA44
andupthroughthehairpinstowardsthe
windfarmandElfyn’sCorner.I’mafraid
tosayElfyn’sfanswillhavetofindanew
cornerthisyear–thehairpinsaregoing
tobeusedaspartof thestage.

BecausethisisgoingtobeSaturday’s
liveTVstage,we’vedecidedtorunthe
carsdownthroughthosefamousPikes
Peakhairpins–that’llmakeforan
excitingendtoagreatstage.Italsomakes
iteasiertogetthecarsoutandacrossthe
roadandintoSweetLambHafren.

We’vemovedthespectatorcarpark
downtothearchonthesouthsideof
Myherinandthisiswhyitcouldbethe
quietestplaceinthewoodsthisweek–
it’sthefurthestsouththeeventtravels.
I’dsay,if yougetdownthere,take
apicnicandstaydownthereforboth
runsof thestage,whichwon’tbetoo
long.Thegoodthingisthatthisareaof
Myherinisoneof thefirstplacesthatwe
putaseriousspectatorinfrastructure
intosevenoreightyearsago.Thefootpath
runsalongsidetheroadforalmostamile
andahalf withlotsof goodplacesto
watch–stayingforbothstageswilloffer
youagreatchancetoexplore.

Alongerlie-inwouldmeanmegoing
directlytoSweetLambHafrenand
exploringtheamazingopportunities
onofferinthebowlandupthehillabit
further.Asever,thisplacewillbepacked
fullof peoplewithgreatfacilitieson
offer.SweetLamb’sbecomeaniconic
stageanditdoesofferthechanceto
watchrallycarsalmostcontinuously.

Tocombinethetwoloops,youcould
doDyfiinthemorningthenheadto
SweetLambintheafternoon.

Lunchtimeonthemid-Walesday
meansaremotetyrezoneinNewtown,
whichisalwaysagreatplacetoseethe
driversandco-driversintheregroup
rightinthemiddleof thetowncentre.
There’spotentialtoslotNewtownin
betweenDyfiandSweetLamb.

Don’tforgettheoptionof gettinginto
ColwynBaytoseethecarsrunning
downthepromenadeatwhat’sanew
andexcitingstageforthisyear.If you’re
comingintothetownforthefinalaction
onSaturdaynight,comeviaRhos-on-Sea,
parkupandwalktothefarendof the
stageforahairpin.

Thisone’sdesignedforthespectators

and,withtheheadlightson,it’llbe
arealseasideshow.Theactionstarts
fromearlywiththeRedBullMatadors,
adisplayof GroupBrallycarsandall
sortsof othergoodstuff toentertain
untiltheWorldRallyCarsarrive.

StraightintoLlandudnoforservice
afterthat.IknowI’mnotgoingtocatch
theleaders,butit’salwaysgreatto
watchtheWRC2andJuniorWRC
carscomingin.

Sunday,October 6
I’ll jointhemajorityof rallyfansbound
fortheB4501thismorning.TheBroad
thatrunsdownthemiddleof LlynBrenig
andAlwenReservoirisabig
carparkforthefinalday.Andit’sthe
perfectplacetobaseyourself.

TheidealistogoinAlwenfirstthing
inthemorning.Giventhatitstartsat
0728hrs,I’llbelookingataveryearly
departurefromservicetogetinposition
forthecarscomingthrough.

Afterthat, it’sovertheroadforthe
secondrunningof Brenig.Aswasthe
casetwoyearsago,thisone’sthe
powerstage,whichmeanstherewillbe
thechancetoseeplentyof champagne
celebrationsfromthedriverwhograbs
theextrafivepoints.

Brenigrunstothesameconfiguration
asbefore,withlotsof viewingpotential
fromthedamatthesouthendof thelake.

Anybodywhowantsasteadierday
awayfromthewoodsisverywellcatered
forinLlandudno.TheGreatOrmestage
startsat0926hrsandisaneasydriveout
of townuptothecarparkonthetopof
theOrme.Fromthere,there’sawhole
rangeof opportunitiestowatchone
of themostdramaticasphaltstages
around.Andit’sabeautifulplaceto
spendasunnySundaymorning…

Fromthere,you’redownandinto
thetowncentrewhereyoucanwaitfor
thecrewstoarriveatthefinishonthe
promenade.Therewillbeplentyof
rally-relatedactivitiesgoingoninthe
middleof Llandudnoandaroundthe
serviceparkonSundayandonevery
day.But, if you’replanningtobase
yourself moreinLlandudno,don’tforget
thecarsareawayfromthecoastforthe
wholeday,fromsixinthemorninguntil
aftersevenintheeveningonSaturday.

Thefinishramphasbeenagreatplace
tobeinrecentyears,withSebastienOgier
celebratingonfiveof thelastsixyears–
andWales’ownElfynEvanscelebrating
withafewdonutstwoyearsago.

TheonethingIwillbeawareof this
yearisthetimeittakestomovearound
innorthWales.We’rerelyingheavily
ontheA470,themainnorth-south,
Llandudno-Cardiff roadisthespine
of thisyear’sevent, if youlike.Traffic
canbesteadythereandonalltheroads
headingawayandintothestages.Make
sureyougiveyourselvesplentyof time
togetwhereyou’regoingandberealistic
whenplanningtheroute.n
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LEADING ENTRIES

LIVE WRC TV TIMES

Wales Rally GB

NO DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR
1 SebastienOgier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) CitroenC3WRC
3 TeemuSuninen(FIN)/JarmoLehtinen(FIN) FordFiestaWRC
4 EsapekkaLappi (FIN)/JanneFerm(FIN) CitroenC3WRC
5 KrisMeeke(GBR)/SebMarshall (GBR) ToyotaYarisWRC
7 PontusTidemand(SWE)/OlaFloene(NOR) FordFiestaWRC
8 OttTanak(EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST) ToyotaYarisWRC
10 Jari-MattiLatvala (FIN)/MiikkaAnttila (FIN) ToyotaYarisWRC
11 ThierryNeuville (BEL)/NicolasGilsoul (BEL) Hyundai i20CoupeWRC
33 ElfynEvans(GBR)/ScottMartin (GBR) FordFiestaWRC
42 CraigBreen(IRL)/PaulNagle (IRL) Hyundai i20CoupeWRC
89 AndreasMikkelsen(NOR)/AndersJaeger (NOR) Hyundai i20CoupeWRC

WRC2Pro
21 KalleRovanpera (FIN)/JonneHalttunen(FIN) SkodaFabiaR5Evo
22 MadsOstberg(NOR)/TorsteinEriksen(NOR) CitroenC3R5
23 GusGreensmith (GBR)/ElliottEdmondson(GBR) FordFiestaR5
24 JanKopecky (CZE)/PavelDresler (CZE) SkodaFabiaR5Evo
25 HaydenPaddon(NZL)/JohnKennard(NZL) FordFiestaR5

WRC2
41 BenitoGuerra (MEX)/JaimeZapata (MEX) SkodaFabiaR5Evo
43 Pierre-LouisLoubet (FRA)/VincentLandais (FRA) SkodaFabiaR5
44 OleChristianVeiby (NOR)/JonasAndersson(NOR) VolkswagenPoloR5
45 KajetanKajetanowicz (POL)/MaciejSzczepaniak (POL) VolkswagenPoloR5
46 AlbertoHeller (CHL)/JoseDiaz (ARG) FordFiestaR5
47 FabioAndolfi (ITA)/SimoneScattolin (ITA) SkodaFabiaR5
48 HenningSolberg(NOR)/IlkaMinor (AUT) SkodaFabiaR5
49 MarcoBulaciaWilkinson(BOL)/FabianCretu (BOL) SkodaFabiaR5
50 PauloNobre(BRA)/GabrielMorales (BRA) SkodaFabiaR5
51 RhysYates (GBR)/JamesMorgan(GBR) Hyundai i20R5
52 SimoneTempestini (ROU)/Sergiu Itu (ROU) Hyundai i20R5
53 AdrienFourmaux (FRA)/RenaudJamoul (BEL) FordFiestaR5
54 OliverSolberg(NOR)/AaronJohnston(GBR) VolkswagenPoloR5
55 PetterSolberg(NOR)/PhilMills (GBR) VolkswagenPoloR5
56 GuillaumedeMevius (BEL)/MartijnWydaeghe(BEL) CitroenC3R5
57 GauravGill (IND)/GlennMacNeall (AUS) FordFiestaR5

Thursday,October3

TIME EVENT LOCATION
0800 Shakedown Gwydir (2.90miles)
1600 Ceremonial start Liverpool
1908 SS1 OultonPark (2.22miles)
Friday,October4
0610 Service Llandudno
0718 SS2 Elsi1 (7.23miles)
0746 SS3 Penmachno1(10.06miles)
0956 SS4 Dyfnant1 (12.05miles)
1053 SS5 Aberhirnant1(6.37miles)
1307 Service Llandudno
1440 SS6 Elsi2 (7.23miles)
1508 SS7 Penmachno2(10.06miles)
1557 SS8 SlateMountain(0.99miles)
1603 Light-fittingzone Llechwedd
1811 SS9 Dyfnant2 (12.05miles)
1908 SS10 Aberhirnant2(6.37miles)
2111 Service Llandudno
Saturday,October5
0540 Service Llandudno
0806 SS11 Dyfi1 (16.06miles)
1008 SS12 Myherin1 (14.23miles)
1102 SS13 SweetLambHafren1

(15.93miles)
1218 Service Newtown
1408 SS14 Myherin2 (14.23miles)
1502 SS15 SweetLambHafren2

(15.93miles)
1619 SS16 Dyfi2 (16.06miles)
1913 SS17 ColwynBay(1.49miles)
1949 Service Llandudno
Sunday,October6
0600 Service Llandudno
0728 SS18 Alwen1(6.46miles)
0808 SS19 Brenig1(3.99miles)
0926 SS20 GreatOrme(2.94miles)
0942 Service Llandudno
1110 SS21 Alwen2(6.46miles)
1218 SS22 Brenig2(3.99miles)
1332 Finish Llandudno

Wales Rally
GB,BT Sport

Friday
n End of day 1
review: 2230-
2300hrs, BT Sport 1

Saturday
n SS14: 1400-
1500hrs, BT Sport 3

Sunday
n End of day 2
review: 0200-
0230hrs, BT Sport 2
n SS22: 1200-
1330hrs, BT Sport 1

n End of day 3
review: 2100-
2130hrs, BT Sport 1

Channel 5
Saturday
n End of day 1
review: 0040-
0105hrs

Sunday
n End of day 2
review: 0040-
0100hrs
n SS22: 1200-
1330hrs

Red BullTV
n End of day 1
review: Friday, 2200-
2230hrs
n SS15: Saturday,
1450hrs
n End of day 2
review: Saturday,
2200-2230hrs
n End of day 3
review: Sunday,
2200-2230hrs

5Spike
n Highlights:
Monday, 1855-
2000hrs

ITINERARY

Oulton Park stage will return to the route

Fans are urged to spectate 
safely and obey restrictions

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Cars running first on stages are likely to have an advantage



BRINGING ALL THE STRANDS
DYNASTY BACK TOGETHER
David Evans went to Wales to watch rallying’s greatest family enjoy some of Colin
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T
here’s a little bit
of  pushing, a little 
bit of  shoving,  
but in the end 
Jimmy comes out 
smiling. The other 
two look a little 

miffed. But there’s no shifting the 
father – and grandfather – of  
rallying’s greatest dynasty.

We’re in Rheola forest in Wales and  
have gathered three generations of  the 
McRae family and three cars that helped 
bring that family name to prominence. 

British Rally champions Jimmy and 
Alister McRae, father and brother 
respectively of  1995 World Rally 
champion Colin, are well-known  
in rallying circles. But what about  
Max? Max is McRae Jr Jr: Alister’s 
15-year-old son. 

With the boys all out to play, Mrs  
McRae has come along to keep an eye  
on them. 

Margaret raises an eyebrow at the  
scene before her. The three of  them  
are finally ready for the picture. Her 
husband, the five-time British Rally 
champion, is standing on the biggest  
rock. Looking down on the other two.

“Oh, he would be, wouldn’t he…” she 
says, smiling the smile of  one who sees  
his sort of  patriarchal locking of  horns  
on a regular basis. Jimmy’s grin gets  
a bit wider.

The cars – owned by rallying 
philanthropist Steve Rimmer – are all 
from Colin’s career. And they’re all  
things of  absolute beauty.

There’stheSubaruLegacyRShe
used to finish second on the 1992 Swedish 
Rally; an Impreza WRC from Argentina 
five years later and his Ford Focus RS 
WRC 01 from the 2001 Sanremo Rally.

The plan is a simple one: drive the cars, 
make some memories and remember  
the legend.

Odd as it sounds, this is the right wrong 
week to do it. We’ve gathered just days on 
from the 12th anniversary of  a day when 
the rallying world darkened, when Colin 
died in a helicopter crash. But being here, 
being in the woods with cars that will be 
forever Colin’s cars and being privileged 
enough to be among his family felt like it 
brought him closer again.

Looking back with these cars was 
inevitable, but the day was also very  
much about looking forward to the  
future of  the McRae story. Is Max that 
future? It’s too early to say, but the signs 
are looking very, very good.

Max’s arrival into Rheola was rock and 
roll – especially for a 15-year-old. He’d 
gone from 120mph in a Radical race car at 
Barbagallo, north of  Perth to 17h45m at 
550mph aboard a Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner 
from Western Australia direct to 
Heathrow. Landing as the sun said good 
morning to west London, he was whisked 
directly down the M4, slinging a right onto 
the A470 towards Merthyr Tydfil and then 
west once more into Walters Arena. 

In just over 24 hours he’d gone from the 
other side of  the world to the driving seat 
of  uncle Colin’s Subaru Impreza WRC97.

Jet lag? Not a chance. Not when you’ve 
got the chance to step inside one of  the 

mostbeautifulrallycarsevercreated.
“It does look good, doesn’t it,” says 

Alister. “You wouldn’t think it was 20 
years old.”

There’s very little difference between 
today’s car and the one Alister used to 
come closest to victory on a WRC round. 
Alister joined Colin at Subaru for the  
1998 RAC Rally and was running in  
a comfortable second going into the  
final day. When…

“I forget the name of the stage [St. 
Gwynno], but the fog was really bad,” 
recalls Alister. “We had a problem with 
the lights, they were cutting in and out. 
We came out of  the twisty bit and the last 
part of  the road was really quick. The 
lights were still going on and off, so I just 
turned them off. I must have just got 
slightly off  line in the fast stuff  and there 
was a log in a ditch. That flicked the car 
and it barrel rolled into oblivion. That  
was the end of  that one. It’s a shame – 
compared to the cars around it, that  
was the best I ever drove.”

Alister’s voice trails away as Jimmy 
wanders over to join us watching Max 
climb aboard the blue Subaru.

“I can’t believe he’s getting in there  
to drive that,” Alister grumbles. “What 
was I driving at 15? Eh Pops? What did  
I get? I got a run around the field in  
a van… That’s not fair.”

Laughing at him doesn’t help, but the 
mood lightens when he remembers 
escaping the field and making for the 
loose in a Sunbeam.

Alister says: “I’d got hold of  a Talbot 
Sunbeam, I’d got it out the scrappy, 

weldedupthediff andgotonwithit.
I was 15 and Colin had just started  
driving [on the road, aged 17]. 

“I’d got the Sunbeam up and running 
and we stuck it on the trailer. The pair  
of  us were looking around for straps to  
tie it down – in the end we got a wee bit of  
rope on the front of  it. I was looking at it 
and said to Colin, ‘That gonna be all right, 
Col?’ ‘Aye Al, be fine. No bother. Fine.’

“It was my pride and joy. I’d been in the 
garage working on it for three months. 
Anyway, Dad knew this guy who had  
a quarry where we could take it to drive 
and that was where we were heading.  
The quarry was at the top of  a hill,  
so when we turned off  the main road  
I said, ‘Right Col, come on let’s take it  
off  the trailer and I’ll drive it in’. ‘What?’ 
he said. ‘Don’t be stupid. It’ll be fine!’

“We drove all the way up this long,  
long hill, stopped and just as he said,  
‘Get the gate’, he looked in the mirror and 
said: ‘Oh…’ I looked around and I could 
see the car slowly rolling off  the trailer.  
I got out and there’s me sprinting after it.  
I just got to the door and thought, ‘Nah’. 

“It went into the rock of  Gibraltar; 
smash, boom! And, of  course, I’m just 
standing there looking at it and Colin, 
being Colin, he gets out, walks over and 
says, ‘That’s f****d, Al’. That was it. 
Nothing else. Just that. 

“We dragged it up into the quarry 
anyway and drove it like complete 
hooligans. After that, remember the 
Avenger that Colin borrowed to do his 
first rally? That shell ended up being 
completely knackered, so I took it, 

strippeditoutandrebuilttheSunbeam
parts into that for that winter’s season 
racing around the field. That was me at 15. 

“And look at him, getting into a Subaru 
World Rally Car!”

Max gives the flat-four just a few more 
revs. Just to make sure he can’t hear his 
Dad grumbling as he climbs in alongside.

Then they’re away. Leaving a big, wide 
open gravel area, Max gives it a few more 
revs to build some boost, while putting 
some lock on to get the car sliding. He 
looks like he’s warming the tyres, but 
actually, he’s living a dream.

Margaret starts busying herself  with 
making a cup of  tea, while Jimmy’s grin 
couldn’t get any wider.

“He was out with me this morning,”  
he says. “We were in the Legacy.  
“It’s great to have him here in this 
environment. He doesn’t get any of   
this at home in Australia.”

Did he enjoy the ride?
“I think so, but I didn’t get the chance to 

look at him – I was concentrating too hard 
on the driving. I didn’t want to miss a gear. 
He might have given me that look.”

With that, the Impreza flies into view 
over the famous crest that leads down to 
the famous lake. Margaret stirs the tea 
with a little more vigour and focus. 

Jim laughs: “He’s certainly getting  
into the swing of  that thing.”

A few more laps and the Impreza’s back. 
Finally, Margaret can enjoy her tea.

The verdict from Alister? “A bit nerve-
wracking,” he says. “I asked him a couple 
of  times if  he had any idea how much that 
car’s worth! It was fine, but you just never 

2019 WALES RALLY GB PREVIEW

Three iconic Colin McRae cars 
being driven by three McRaes

BRINGING ALL THE STRANDS        OF A SPECIAL 
went to Wales to watch rallying’s greatest family enjoy some of Colin              McRae’s greatest machines
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BRINGING ALL THE STRANDS       OF A SPECIAL
went to Wales to watch rallying’s greatest family enjoy some of Colin            McRae’s greatest machines

knowif there’sarockstickingoutor
something–it’ssoeasytodamageone
of thesecars,especiallywhenyou’re
drivingitonaproperstagelikethis.”

TheverdictfromJimmy?“Iwasvery
impressed,especiallygiventhatthe
fastestrallycarhe’sdrivenbeforethis
isafairlystandardCitroenC2,”hesays.
“AlisterwasoveratoursforChristmas
lastyear,sobetweenthenandNewYear
wewentawayuptoKnockhilltogivehim
aweerun.Intheendhedidthesame
distanceastwoScottishChampionship
rounds–thepoorguyfromKnockhill
cameoverandsaid, ‘Isthereanychance
hemightbefinishedsoon?We’veamedic
hereandhe’sgottogo.’Hewouldhave
beenthereallnightgoingaroundthe
trackandtherallyschoolstage.”

Max,hispillowandhiscushionhave
alreadyexitedtheImpreza.They’re
huntingdownanewhome,withthe
Legacylookingmostlikely.

“Thenoisewasamazing,”saysMax.
“Andwhenitcameonboost,thetorque
andpower–thattookabitof getting
usedto.Dadwasgreat,hedidn’ttell
metoslowdown,hejustkepttelling
mehowexpensivethecaris!”

Todayisdefinitelyadayof sounds
aswellassights.Thesight, if we’re
honest, isalittleincongruous.The
temperature’sinthemid-20sandthe
sundominatesacloudlesssky.This
isnothowwerememberRheola.

Thesoundsarelikethatclassictrack
thattakeyoubacktoamagicmoment.

ExcepttheImprezaWRC97.The
noiseissensational,withthatharsher

edgedtone,butit’swhatthatnoise
cametomean.

“Aye,thatnoiseprobablycostus
achampionship,”saysJimmy.He’s
notwrong.Continuedengineissues–
mainlycentredonthecambelt–
cancelledoutMcRae’sfive1997wins.
Hemissedasecondtitlebyasingle
pointtoTommiMakinenthatyear.

Talkingof missingtitles, fouryears
onandanotheronewasdroppedjust
overthehill fromhereintheRhondda
stage,whenColinrolledspectacularly
outof thelead.Andthechampionship.
Ironically,acoupleof daysafterpassing
thatdestroyedFocus,Alisterfinished
acareer-bestfourthinaHyundai
AccentWRC.

“TheFocusisagoodcar,”saysAlister.
“It’squickandreallynicetodriveand
abitquickerthantheLegacy.”

TheLegacywaswhereMcRaesColin
andAlisterreallystartedtomoveonup.
AlistergotaGroupAcarforthe1993
BritishRallyChampionship,whileColin
tookhisfirstWRCwininNewZealand
inanotherProdrive-builtLegacyRS.

“Youjustgetthefeelingwhenyou
getintotheLegacy,it’llgoforever,”
hesays.“Itwasalwaysareallystrong
car–andthatnoise.OK,theImpreza
isshorter,morecompactandthere
wasmoredevelopmentintheengine
andgearbox.”

Maxchipsin:“Youhavetobereally
precisewiththegearboxontheLegacy.
Butmaybethat’sbecauseit’saleft-hand
driveandweonlyhaveright-handdrive
inAustralia.”

Alister offers the slightly withering  
look only a parent can manage. “That’s 
because you’re used to sitting in the 
middle… of a go-kart,” he says.

“Handbrake works though,” Max grins.
Max is gone again, this time showing 

Gramps how to drive.
“It’s great being able to bring him  

here,” says Alister. “You look at lads like 
[Kalle] Rovanpera or Oliver [Solberg]  
and they’re totally immersed in this 
world. Max doesn’t see any of  this.  
To give him a glimpse into what we did 
and where we did it is fantastic.”

Nothing, not even a head several time 
zones away, is enough to dim Max’s 
enthusiasm. As the end of  the day  
nears, he’s still walking among the  
cars with a look of  absolute wonder.

This really is half  a world away from 
chasing a season in Formula 1000  
back home.

“I just want to drive,” he says. “I really 
want to go into rallying, but if  it’s racing  
I don’t mind. It’s tough at home, we don’t 
have the chances to go rallying like you  
do in Europe, but I’ll keep practising on 
private roads. I really look up to Oliver 
[Solberg], he’s not that much older than 
me, but he’s so quick in a car and he’s 
really good at all that PR stuff.”

But for now, maybe it’s game time  
again. But which game?

“DiRT,” Max fires back, quick as  
a flash and loyal as ever to uncle Colin. 
“Always DiRT.”

And with that, the day’s driving  
is done. Mission accomplished,  
memories made. n 

SUBARU LEGACY RS
After two attempts at the Swedish Rally – in a Vauxhall Nova and Ford Sierra XR4x4  
in 1987 and 1989 – Colin McRae’s third start in the WRC’s snow round came at the 
wheel of this factory Subaru Legacy RS.

Predictably, the then 23-year-old turned heads, but not for the reasons you might 
immediately imagine. He finished the 1992 event as high as any other non-Nordic  
driver had managed until that point. More importantly, he drove with significant maturity 
to ensure a Subaru was at the finish after his team-mate Ari Vatanen destroyed his  
car on the opening stage.

Briefly, as he hauled half a minute out of Mats Jonsson’s works-spec Toyota Celica 
GT-Four in a final-night snowstorm, it looked like he might even win. Second would do. 
For now.

SUBARU IMPREZAWRC97
The Subaru Impreza WRC97 marked Colin’s first finish in three starts at Rally Argentina. 
He was second to Tommi Makinen, a minute down on the Finn’s Mitsubishi. The Scot 
wasn’t a fan of the car’s wider track, especially on the narrower roads north of Cordoba 
around Ascochinga, but his hopes of tracking Makinen down were really ruined by a 
hydraulic problem that affected the car’s power-steering. Makinen’s win moved him 
further ahead in the championship, but second for McRae in this car ensured he 
remained the current Toyota Gazoo Racing team principal’s nearest competitor.

FORD FOCUS RSWRC
The Focus RS WRC looked slightly incongruous coming to Wales wearing Sanremo 
2001 colours. Don’t forget, by then the Italian classic was an all-asphalt event. A 
forgettable eighth was the result for Colin after transmission problems dogged this  
car’s run through the Ligurian Alps.

From left to right: Alister, Max and Jimmy McRae were all present for a very special gathering of rally machinery

Jimmy enjoyed being joined by Max Alister was reunited with an Impreza Max relished trying the classic cars

THE CARS



To register your interest please contact our volunteer liaison officer
Alison on 07624 287178 or email volunteers@manxautosport.org

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
To ensure we successfully and safely run the PokerStars Rally 2019 we need the following:

Stage commanders — Time keepers — Radio operators — Marshals

The 100 plus miles stage rally will take place on its historical dates:

8TH AND 9TH NOVEMBER
Using many iconic stages that have just been used on this yearʼs National event.
They include Keristal, Ronague, St Marks, Druidale, Staarvey and everyoneʼs
favourite Baldwinʼs.

Heavily discounted event travel and accommodation packages
>>> Entries for the rally open 1st August

DEFFRO CHWEDLAU A CHREADURIAID
MYTHS & MONSTERS AWAKEN

PENNOD I - 7PM 16 TACHWEDD

DIGWYDDIAD CYFAREDDOL I’R TEULU CYFAN
DAW GOLEUNI AR STRAEON SYDD WEDI BOD YN LLECHU YN Y TYWYLLWCH ERS CANRIFOEDD

AR STRYD MOSTYN AR OL FFAIR NADOLIG LLANDUDNO^

CHAPTER I - 7PM 16 NOVEMBER

A CAPTIVATING EVENT FOR ALL THE FAMILY
STORIES THAT HAVE LURKED IN THE DARKNESS FOR CENTURIES ARE NOW COMING TO LIGHT

ON MOSTYN STREET FOLLOWING THE LLANDUDNO CHRISTMAS FAYRE

/EVENTSCONWY
/DIGWYDDIADAUCONWY

@EVENTSCONWY
@DIGWYDDIADCONWY DIGWYDDIADEVENT

@EVENTSCONWY
@DIGWYDDIADAUCONWY

#YmgolliDyHun
#GetWrappedUp

WWW.CONWY.GOV.UK/EVENTSWWW.CONWY.GOV.UK/DIGWYDDIADAU
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C
raig Breen
thought about
the question
for a moment.
Then smiled,
there was
no point. He

wasn’t about to fool anybody.
ThisisRallyGBnumberninefor

theIrishman.That’sonemorethan
WelshmanElfynEvansandtwoshort
of NorthernIrishmanKrisMeeke.
The‘home’boysknowwherethey’re
goingthisweek.

“I’dbelyingif IsaidIdidn’tknowthe
rallywell,”saystheHyundaidriver.
“Iknowthecombinationof everything
they’vedonewiththestagesoverthelast
threeyearsorsoandit’sarallywhere
Ifeelreallystrongandcomfortable.”

Allthreeof theBritishandIrish
frontrunnershavespentagoodwhile
inWalesdowntheyears.Meekestarted
hiscareerinDyfiandEvanslivesjust
downtheroadfromsomeof themost
famousroadsinrallying.

Whatdoesthatmean?Whatis
ahomeadvantageonWalesRallyGB?

“It’snothingtodowiththeroads,”
saysToyotamanMeeke.“Yes,we’ve
donethosestagesafairbitearlierin
ourcareersbut,onceyougetintothe
worldchampionship,it’slikeevery
rally–youcomebackthereonceayear
anddrivethemagain.Andyoulookat
adriverlikeJari-Matti [Latvala],he’ll
becomingbackhereforhis18thstart
inWales.That’sabitmoreexperience
of thisrallythanwe’vegot.”

Evansagreeswiththatandhehas
tobeconstantlyawareof wherehe’s
treadingoncetherouteisreleased.
Beingspottedanywherenearthe
stagescouldbeinterpretedasillegal
reconnaissance,amattertakenvery
seriouslybytheorganisers.

“Ijustdon’tgonearthem,”says
Evans.“Notonthebike,notatall.
It’snotaproblem,we’renotshort
of mountainstorideupinWales!

“It’snotquitethesameaswhen
weweredoingtheBritish[Rally]

Championship and you’d maybe
be in some of these stages on a BRC
round or maybe a national event.
We see them the same as everybody
else, once a year.

“The difference with this rally for me
is that I feel comfortable. There’s no
travel, no airport or time difference.
There’s no hassle – I’m just down the
road and everything is really familiar.
And, of course, there’s the support.
When we won the event a couple of
years ago, the support was amazing
at the side of the road on the road
sections between the stages and
then in the stages themselves.
That was fantastic. I just hope the
weather stays good for everybody
out there watching.”

Breen knows what M-Sport’s team
leader means. Thousands of fans will
cross the Irish Sea to watch this week.

“It’s the closest round of the WRC to
home and it’s great to see so many of
them coming,” says Breen. “For me,
Wales is a little bit of home too. Having

‘Jaffa’ [Gareth Roberts, Breen’s
co-driver who died in an accident in
2012] in the car with me for so long…
the people in Wales have taken me in
as one of their own and it’s still a very
special feeling for me to come back
here. I love the place and I love the rally.

“I think it is a little bit different for
Elfyn. He’s so switched on in those
conditions, he’s one of the strongest
in that environment.”

Undoubtedly, Evans has an ability
to read the road and understand the
grip. One thing he does know a little
bit better is the way the weather
works in this part of the world. It’s
a fair assumption that we might be
in for a drop of rain this week and,
depending on the wind direction,
where the rain’s coming from. That
sort of scenario is where Evans’ local
knowledge might come in handy.

But, when the mist descends on the
Aberhirnant second time through on
Saturday night, it’s every driver for
themselves – local knowledge can’t

help you when you can barely see a
hand in front of the bonnet.

Is it realistic to expect one of these
boys to win? Absolutely. Maybe
there’s not quite the same expectation
as when Colin McRae and Richard
Burns were at the height of their
powers, but those were different days.
With the route moving around Britain
much more, the invaders didn’t and
couldn’t have the sort of intimate
knowledge of the roads they do now.

The one possible hindrance to home
rule is day-one running order. Meeke
will be fourth in, with Evans and Breen
ninth and 10th. The rule of thumb in
Wales is that it’s better to be higher
up the order: less muddy, more grip.
Meeke might be OK, but Evans and
Breen could struggle.

“I’m not thinking about that,” says
Evans. “I started from a crap place
on the road last year and was running
second after the first loop on Friday.
Let’s just get on with it.”

Couldn’t agree more. ■
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Breen (inset) says Rally GB 
is effectively a ‘home’ round

KEEPING THE HOME 
FLAGS FLYING HIGH
Craig Breen, Kris Meeke and the returning Elfyn Evans will lead the home line. By David Evans

Meeke: Experience will help Meeke’s start position will offer him an advantage over Evans and Breen Evans (inset) knows all about the changing grip levels on Rally GB



01432 354 704 | www.ahfabrications.co
Unit 5G Ramsden Road, Rotherwas Ind Est, Hereford, HR2 6LR

FIA approved Escort Mk 1 & 2 radiators
using our 46.7Kw capacity radiator
cores. Black powder coat and 12” Spal
fain, only £428.80
Radiator only, plain finish, with Spal fan
brackets only £361.80

Our dry sump tank needs no introduction.
Designed to a specification, not a price. For

the best oil control and deaeration.
For only £253.26

An easy clean version of AHF087 with the benefit
that all internals can be removed for cleaning or
upgrading to AFH170 vertical baffled version.
For only £481.06

Our heat exchanger will keep the engine
oil 10° above water temperature when

used with our radiator.
For only £341.70

BESPOKE FABRICATIONS FOR
THE MOTORSPORT INDUSTRY

C1-R Ltd, Unit 18, Gainsborough Trading Estate, Rufford Road, Stourbridge, DY9 7ND
01384 394532 | admin@c1-r.co.uk | @C1RMotorsport

WWW.C1-R.CO.UK

C1-R would like to congratulate Scott and Garethon coming 
1st in class at the Trackrod Forest Stages, while also winning
the BTRDA GpN Production cup this weekend.

Chesterfield Transporters and Ross Brusby would like 
to thank Camilus Bradley at CBradley Motorsport, KGP 

Engineering, Nick at Carr Prep and Andy at Gravy Sport for 
all their help and support that made it possible to finish 1st 

in class atThe Trackrod Forest Stages this weekend. 

We would also like to thank Dave Robson for an amazing 
job on the Notes. 

For any vehicle transport services for your please call us on 
01246 398960 or email us on

info@chesterfieldtransporters.co.uk
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W
ales Rally
GB National
is an
experience
like no
other for
homegrown

crews, as it offers competitors
the opportunity to contest exactly
the same stages as their World
Rally Championship heroes.

Running directly alongside the
fully-fledged WRC event since 2010,
a total of 64 crews will tackle this
year’s contest, which takes in some
of the best forest stages in the UK
and perhaps even the world.

The contenders
Theabsenceof 2018winnerAndrew
GallacheropensthedoorforJohn
WinkandRogerDuckworthtoprogress
fromtheirsecondandthirdplaces
respectivelylastyear.Butnumberone
seedThomasPrestonisperhapsthe
favouriteheadingintotheeventinhis
FordFiestaRSWRC,afterwinningin
2017aboardaSkodaFabiaR5.

“We’redefinitelygoingtheretowin,
100%,that’stheaim,”Prestonsays.

“We’llseehowweareoverthefirst
fewstagesbutI’llbepushingforthe
win.JohnWinkisaquickladandhe’s
beeninthecaralot,butit’sashame
Gallacherisn’tdoingitasitwould’ve
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Ford Fiesta RS WRC crew of 
Preston/Williamson is a favourite

PRESTON LEADS THE
NATIONAL CONTENDERS
Eight stages and more than 80 miles of action will determine the victor of Wales Rally GB National. By Luke Barry

At justunder85miles, the 2019  
route sports some subtle changes 
from last year’s schedule. The total 
number of stages is down from  
10 to eight but the competitive 
distance remains the same,  
allowing drivers to get their teeth  
into longer, meatier tests.

The action starts early on Friday 
morning with a run through Elsi,  
a new stage to the national itinerary.  
In what is a carbon copy of the 
international field’s second leg,  
the demanding Penmachno stage 
follows before the short one-mile 
spectator stage on Slate Mountain 
which returns for its second year.

After a refuel in Elfyn Evans’ 
hometown of Dolgellau, it’s off to the 
iconic Dyfnant and Aberhirnant tests, 
which conclude the day’s action. 

Saturday’s stages are further  
south and only three are on offer  
for the crews to tackle, but all three  
are absolute gems. Competitors  
are treated to a longer lie-in with  
the first car set to leave service in 
Llandudno at 1030hrs, before  
heading down to mid- Wales for  
the 15 miles of Dyfi. 

A quick regroup in Newtown and  
a spot of lunch later and it’s into the 
undulating rollercoaster of Myherin  
for one of the most demanding  
stages in the entire UK. The  
longest stage of the rally is left until  
last with an assault on the iconic 
15.97-mile Sweet Lamb Hafren  
test bringing the event to a close.

The winner will be crowned in the 
centre of Llandudno safe in the 
knowledge that they’ve etched their 
name alongside legends that have 
conquered the unique challenge of 
Wales Rally GB.

THE STAGES

TOP 10 WALES RALLY GB NATIONAL SEEDS
Wales Rally GB

NO DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR
201 Thomas Preston/Carl Williamson Ford Fiesta RS WRC
202 John Wink/Neil Shanks Hyundai i20 R5
203 Roger Duckworth/Alun Cook Subaru Impreza WRC S6
204 Matthew Hirst/Declan Dear Mitsubishi Lancer E9
205 Bob Ceen/TBA Subaru Impreza WRC S9
206 Richard Ceen/Jeanette Kvick Ford Focus WRC05
207 Paul Walker/Geraint Thomas Subaru Impreza
208 Alan Dickson/Martin Forrest Mitsubishi Lancer E9
209 Wug Utting/Bob Stokoe Subaru Impreza
210 Mark Worley/Hamish Campbell Subaru Impreza

National in a Lancer E9. Perry 
Gardener, Mathew Tordoff  and Alex 
Waterman are set for a titanic tussle 
for R2 honours in their Fiestas.

WRGB National offers spectators  
the chance to watch some rarer cars  
in action and 2019 is no exception. 
Mark Ferreday brings his Volkswagen 

Beetle and John Leckie his Proton 
Satria GTi, but it’s Matthew 
Steadman’s entry that is set to thrill. 
Steadman will try to tame a Lancia 
Delta Integrale akin to the ones 
Markku Alen and Juha Kankkunen 
took to Rally GB victory in 1987,  
’88 and ’91.

been nice to have a battle with him. 
“It’s one of  those events where 

anything can happen so everyone’s  
a threat as far as I’m concerned.

“When you’re doing the BTRDA 
events, you’re up against the same  
guys all the time so you know where  
you are against them, but on the 
National there’s drivers you haven’t 
competed against before so it’ll be 
interesting to see how we get on.”

Wink, meanwhile, is aiming to be  
in the thick of  the fight at the head  
of  the field in his Hyundai i20 R5,  
having missed out on the top spot  
last year by just over a minute.

“We’ll be trying hard, we would be 
disappointed to finish further back  
than last year [but] it’s a long event  
with no service or management,  
so we’ll need luck on our side too,”  
he says.

“I think there’ll be a few [different 
drivers] to watch and there’s always  
a dark horse appearing on the 
timesheets. Tom [Preston] will go  
well in his World Rally Car and Roger 
Duckworth knows the stages well.  
We’ll be concentrating on doing our  
best and running our race at our pace.”

Duckworth starts the event third  
in his Subaru Impreza, with Matthew 
Hirst and Alan Dickson both bringing 
Mitsubishi Lancer E9s for what should 
be a fascinating comparison of  pace 
between the BTRDA and Scottish Rally 
Championship. Welsh legend Wug 
Utting will also be in the mix aboard  
his Impreza, while Simon Hay (Lancer 
E6) and Theo Bengry (Proton Iriz R5) 
could spring a surprise or two.

Dylan Davies leads the two-wheel-
drive contingent in his Ford Escort  
Mk1 from five-time British champion 
Jimmy McRae, who will compete in  
a Porsche 911 for the first time. Tony 
Jardine returns for his 24th bash at 
Wales Rally GB but his first at the 

Lancia Delta Integrale will take to the stages in the hands of Steadman

Wink is another strong contender

Preston will be aiming to 
repeat his 2017 National win



The pair will drive the Polo R5,which Solberg Sr ran in Spain 2018 (above)

RALLY NEWS

By David Evans

OliverSolbergwillmakehis
WorldRallyChampionshipdebut
inWales,but the18-year-oldhas
toldMotorsportNewshefeared
hisdreamhadturnedtoanightmare
lastweek.

Solberghadtopasshisdrivingtestin
SwedentobepermittedtoenterBritain’s
roundof theWorldRallyChampionship
aspartof atwo-carteamwithhisfour-
timeRallyGB-winningfatherPetter.

SolbergJrfailedthetheorysection
of thetestonTuesdayandwasforced
toretakeitafterpassingthepractical
drivingtestthefollowingday.

HetoldMotorsportNews:“Ithought
Iknewalittlebitaboutpressurebefore
lastweek.Ididn’t. Iknewnothingabout
pressure.Thatwasalittlebitcrazy
coupleof days.

“Igotoneof thequestionswrong
onTuesdayandwhenIcameoutof
thebuildingandtheytoldmeIfailed,
thewholeworldfellapartalittlebit.
Icouldn’tbelieveit. Itwasmy18th
birthdayonMondayandIspentthe
wholedayinmyroomjuststudying
thebookaboutthetest.

“Iwassoupset.Ithoughtabout

everythingwehadplanned:myfirst
drivingintheWRC–nowIwasnotgoing
tobeabletodrivethoseamazingstages
inthe[Volkswagen]Polo.And,of course,
itwouldn’tbethesameformydad,for
ustodriveinWalestogetherwasso
importantforallof us.”

Solbergreturnedhome,spentanother
nightrevisingandcamebackthenext
dayandpassed.

“Thedrivingpartwentfine,”hesaid.
“ButwhenIdidthat,thenitwasthe
theoryagain.Honestly,Iwalkedto
thatroomshaking.Thepressurewas
huge,butIgotonanddidit.”

Tothedelightof hisfatherand
team-matePetterandmotherPernilla,
Oliverpassed.

“IwillputthisbehindmenowandIwill
lookforward,”saidSolbergJr.“Ihavethe
best18thbirthdaypresentinthewhole
worldwaitingformeinWalesandIcan’t
waittogetonwithit.Competingwith
papaisgoingtobeamazing;tohave
himwithmeonmyfirstWRCround
onarallywhichmeanssomuchtohim
isreallyspecialforusall.”

SolbergSradmittedhewasimpressed
withhowhissonhaddealtwiththe
pressureof thetest.

“Hewasalittlebitupsettobeginwith,”
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Solberg Jr (l) is now
ready to run event

Teenager has to resit driving test to make dream debut in Wales alongside father Petter

SOLBERG JR OVERCOMES 
LAST-MINUTE RALLY GB PANIC

said Solberg. “It was a tense moment,  
but this kind of  pressure is part of  the 
sport. He was calm when he started 
working again and he stayed with a good 
focus. It’s no problem; now we think to 
the race and what we have ahead. 

“This week is going to be a big  
adventure for the whole family. But  
what Oliver will have to remember  
is this is a tough event. It’s much  
bigger than anything he’s done before  
– longer days, longer stages and a lot  
of  work in the recce.”

Father, son, and brother/uncle Solberg 
– with Henning also starting in a Skoda 
Fabia R5 – will go over the ceremonial 
start ramp in Liverpool together.  
On Friday’s opening full day of  action, 
Solberg Jr (Volkswagen Polo GTI R5 #54) 
will lead the 2003 World Rally champion 
through the stages (Petter’s Polo is #55).

Oliver has already made history  
this year, becoming the youngest  
ever winner of  a European Rally 
Championship round in Latvia. In  
addition to that, he has competed  
regularly in America, winning twice  
for the Subaru Motorsports USA squad.

“Wales is all about experience for me,” 
said Solberg Jr. “Since I can remember  
I dreamed of  competing on this rally.”
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OttTanakwasleadinglastyearuntilhaltedbyasumpguard

CALENDAR
WRC 2020
DATE RALLY
Jan 23-26 Monte Carlo Rally
Feb 13-16 Rally Sweden
Mar 12-15 Rally Mexico
Apr 16-19 Rally Chile
Apr 30-May 3 Rally Argentina
May 21-24 Rally of Portugal
Jun 4-7 Rally Italy
Jul 16-19 Rally Kenya
Aug 6-9 Rally Finland
Sep 3-6 Rally New Zealand
Sep 24-27 Rally Turkey
Oct 15-18 Rally Germany
Oct 29-Nov 1 Rally GB
Nov 19-22 Rally Japan

Ingram battling for ERC title bid fundsWeather expected to trouble GB runners

Corsica, Spain and Australia dropped from 2020 WRC roster
 Wales Rally GB will shift 
back towards its traditional 
late autumn date next season, 
running as the penultimate 2020 
round from October 29-November 1.

The FIA revealed next season’s 
much-anticipated schedule of  
events in a communication that 
confirmed Kenya, New Zealand 
and Japan return at the cost of  
Corsica, Australia and Spain.

MN understands Spain lost 
out to Germany, with the 

Bostalsee-based event taking up 
Catalunya’s usual October slot.

The first three rounds of  the 
series remain unchanged with 
Monte Carlo, Sweden and Mexico 
running in their regular slots. 
Chile and Argentina remain 
just 10 days apart, but the 
Concepcion-based event opens 
the South American double-
header this time around.

The Safari fills what had 
recently been the WRC’s 

summer break in July, while 
Finland moves back in 
August by a week. 

The WRC returns to Auckland 
for the first time since 2012 for 
a late winter run through the 
classic North Island gravel stages. 
Turkey’s September date goes 
back a fortnight, GB moves to 
the end of  October (finishing on 
Sunday November 1) before the 
season reaches its climax at Rally 
Japan from November 19-22.

 Chris Ingram takes an 19-point 
lead to the final round of this 
year’s European Rally 
Championship, but admits he 
still faces a battle to find the cash 
to get to Rally Hungary.

The Manchester driver’s second 
place – allied to the retirement of  
his main rival Alexey Lukyanuk – 
at last weekend’s Cyprus Rally 
allowed him to open his 
advantage ahead of  the last 
round. Toksport Skoda driver 
Ingram said his strategy of  a 
conservative approach to the 
Mediterranean rally paid off.

“It’s been so hard,” he said.“It 
was so hot in the car, rough and 
twisty.”

Now, however, the work begins 
to find more backing.

Ingram added: “When I get 
home [we need a] big push to try 
to get the funding for the last one.”

Rally Hungary (November 8-10) 
is a new Tarmac event based in 
the country’s north-east. Ingram 
said a new event would suit 
him and co-driver Ross Whittock, 
adding: “That’s perfect for us. 
Ross and myself  work really 
well together on the notes.”
● Ingram was fined €1000 for 
driving infringements after 
the final stage in Cyprus. The 
stewards also suspended the loss 
of  any points awarded for the 
remainder of  the season. 

Rain is expected on every day of  
this week’s Wales Rally GB as the 
tail end of  Hurricane Lorenzo 
arrives on these shores.

Friday is thought to be the 
most likely day to be dry, but 
the weekend is looking wet. 
Temperatures will rise through the 
week, with the stages expected to 
run at between 13 and 17 degrees.

A dry Friday could frustrate 
series leader Ott Tanak, who 
knows wet weather works best for 
the man at the front of  the field. 
There has, however, been enough 
rain since the sunny mid-20s 
which marked the middle to end 
of  September, that a couple of  dry 
days won’t make a difference. 

Citroen driver Esapekka Lappi 
said the changeable weather is 
part of  the challenge this week.

He said: “You’ve got it all: dark, 
fog, rain and wind – it’s always a 
serious challenge. You need to 
have guts too, because the stages 
are pretty fast and flowing. One of  
the key things will be having a 
car that isn’t too sensitive to the 
changes in grip, because they are 
non-stop. 

“We worked well in testing. 
Given our position in the running 
order, rain would be something of  
a disadvantage. Having said that, 
in Turkey I had a good feeling 
with my C3 WRC when it started 
raining on Friday’s long stage.”

ByDavidEvans

OttTanakwillbegin the
processof “finishing the
job”ofwinning thisyear’s
WorldRallyChampionship
inWales thisweek.

TheEstonian,whoheadsto
Llandudno17pointsaheadof
SebastienOgierand30clear
of ThierryNeuville,willchasea
maidenWelshwin,whileerasing
thepainfulmemoryof aSweet
Lambretirement12monthsago.

“Withthespeedwe’veshown
inWales, thingsshouldbeOK,”
TanaktoldMotorsportNews.

Askedaboutthe2018issue
whichcosthimvictory,hesaid:
“Wehavedriventhesekindof
cornersafewtimesandnothad
thisproblem,Ithinkwecanbe
prettyconfidentasateam[that
itwon’thappenagain].”

Tanakretiredafterthe
sumpguardonhisYarisWRC
dugintothesurfaceof theroad
anddamagedtheradiatoron
thesecondafternoon.

“We’relookingforwardtothis

one.RallyGBissomething
special–I likethesefastroads
withaniceflow.Youneedtohave
theconfidenceinthecartodeal
withtheconditionsandthe
griplevelchanginginvirtually
everycorner.”

Tanak,whoischasinghis
firsttitle,said:“Thegapinthe
championshipisclosernow,
butwehavethreeralliestogo
andweknowthatwewerefast
oneachof themlastyear.Now
wejusthavetofinishthejob,
startinginWales.”

OgierisRallyGB’smost
successfuldriverever,having
wonfiveof thepastsixevents.He
arrivesinWalesonthebackof
victorylasttimeoutinTurkey.

Hewasclearinhisintentions.
Hesaid:“ThetargetatWalesGB
willbetokeepupthemomentum
fromTurkeyandcontinueto
putasmuchpressureonOttas
possible. I’vealwaysdonewell
atthisrally. I’mdeterminedto
reallygoforitandhaveasayin
theoutcome,especiallyasthe
runningorderisn’tanissue

‘Robinson edges to glory
Trackrod Historics report, p

Toyota man promises to right the wrongs of last year’s retirement

TANAKOUTTO ERASE THE
MEMORIES OF 2018 HEARTBREAK

T
wo world titles will be decided
in Llandudno this weekend.
The Junior WRC scrap comes
to ahead in real time, while
MIHALO will take on NEXL
and seven others in the

eSports WRC final on Saturday night.
Gamerornot, if you’re inLlandudnoat1800hrs,

Saturday,get toVenueCymruandwatch thenine
finalistsgohead-to-headon11stages fromthe
newWRC8game. I’m the first toadmit I hadvery little
interest in thevirtual sideof thesportuntil Iwent to last
year’seSports final inGermany. Itwasmental.The
pressure is insaneandtheexcitement,off thecharts.

Fortunately for thepurist, JonArmstrong–he’sa
proper real-timerallystar fromNorthern Ireland–
isoneofninedrivers liningupthisweekend.He
won lastseasonandhas tobeworthapunt for
back-to-back titles.

MarkoRaisanencould,however,beadarkhorse.
The45-year-oldFinn listshisoccupationas ‘student’
and ishonestenoughtoadmithespends40hours
aweekon thegame.That’sa lotofstageandscreen
time.Seemssomethingshavechangedsincemy
ownundergraduatedays…

Twelve ralliesago12,000contestantsstarted
thisyear’seSportsWRCandnowwe’redownto
the finalninechasinga firstprizeofaHyundai i20
roadcarand thekudosofstandingon topof thevirtual
world.Watch it, it’ll bemega.

But, if youwant tosee themudflung ina real-time
world titledecider then theJWRC’s foryou.Asusual,
the race for theJunior title’sspicedupbydoublepoints
for the finale (meaning justabouteverybodycanclaim
tobepartof the final-roundthriller),but in reality it’s
going tocomedownto theyear’spacemen,Tom
KristenssonandJanSolans.

Kristenssonhasaccumulatedmorepoints,but
droppedscores leaves theSpaniardout front.
Essentially,Kristensson–aSwedewhoreckons
this isa rally forhim–needs toscore twomore
points thanSolans tosecure the title.

DennisRadstrom’s third,butneeds to lift around
20pointsoutof theboysaheadtoplayhimself
intocontention.

Whoevercelebrates longestand loudestonSunday
afternoon, theJuniorWRCneeds themtokickon
andmakean impactwith theFordFiestaR5they
winnextseason.

Yes, theJuniorserieshashelpeddevelop the
careersofSebastienLoeb,DaniSordo,ElfynEvans
andCraigBreenandco.but it’ssevenyearssince
theWelshmanwontheWRCAcademy(the
2011-2012equivalentof JWRC).

PontusTidemandandStephaneLefebvrehave
wonsinceandbothhaveenjoyed factoryseatsat the
sport’shighest level– theSwede ispartofM-Sport
FordWorldRallyTeam’s line-up thisweek inWales–
but they’renotexactly regularparticipants.

SimoneTempestini,NilSolansandEmilBergkvist
are the last threechampionsandnoneof themhave
managedtosustain theircareer trajectory.Probably
thebiggestdisappointmenthasbeenSolans,who
dominatedhis Juniorcampaign,butstruggled
to transfer those results– forwhatever reason–
intoWRC2.

For thesakeof theJWRC,Sunday’schampneeds
tomakesomethingofnextseason.

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

forthosestartingatthefront.”
Neuville istheonlyother

drivercapableof liftingthis
year’stitle.Headmittedheisup
forbreakinghisWelshducktoo.

TheBelgiansaid:“WalesRally
GBcanbeoneof thewettest
ralliesonthecalendar,sowe
havetobepreparedforan
eventfulweekend.I’vebeenon

thepodiumacoupleof times
andI’mhopingtoreplicatethat
thisyear.Thestagesarequite
flowing,veryfastandwehave
somedarktolightconditionstoo,
whichaddstotheatmosphere.
Theitineraryisdemandingwith
longdaysbutit’swhatWales
isknownforandI’mready
forthechallenge.”

BritonRhysYateshasswitched
fromhisusualSkodaFabiaR5
toaHyundaii20forthisweek’s
WalesRallyGBashechas
therightdealforhisWRC
effortnextseason.

TheChesterfielddriver
inhisfirstseasonof WRC
competitionandseesRall

GBastheperfecttimeto
maketheswitch.

YatestoldMN:“Iknowthe

toexpect,whichmakesitabit
morestraightforwardwhenwe
gothereinanewcar.

asgoingsomewhere
SwedenorCorsicaina
caritmighthavebeen
complicated.

We’vebeenintheSkoda
helastcoupleof years.
sthetimetohavealook

ndandseewhatelseis

outthere.TheFabia’satop
car,buttherearesomereally
goodR5carsabout.”

Yatesmadehis‘competition’
debutatGymkhanaGRiD,
whereheimpressedonhis
debutattheevent.

Hesaid:“Qualifyingthird
behindtheSolbergswas
prettymega,giventhatI’d
neverdriventhecarbefore.”

WRC 2 chaser Yates swaps to a Hyundai i20 for Rally GB as he assesses cars

DAVID
EVANS
“Whoever wins
JWRC needs to
build a career”
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8TH & 9TH NOVEMBER
WWW.MANXAUTOSPORT.ORG/
POKER-STARS VOLUNTEERS WANTED

The 100 plus miles stage rally will take place over
many of the Isle of Manʼs iconic stages that have

just been used on this yearʼs National event. They
include Keristal, Ronague, St Marks, Druidale,
Staarvey and everyoneʼs favourite Baldwinʼs.

ENTRIES FOR THE RALLY OPEN 1ST AUGUST

O’Brien impressed in Fiesta R5

Low entries cause
rally cancellation

R5 car the aim for
2020 title campaign

By Jason Craig

Josh McErlean has had his
first taste of the Hyundai
i20 R5 he will use on this
week’s Wales Rally GB,
and believes he is now
fully ready for this
weekend’s challenge.

The Junior British Rally
champion spent last Thursday
in the south of France testing
the car, which included a two-

hour session covering around
40 miles on a loose surface.

The 20-year-old from Kilrea
is getting the opportunity to
take part in the 12th round of
the World Rally Championship
this weekend as reward for
lifting the JBRC title on the
Ulster Rally in August.

The deal, which McErlean
has likened to being handed
“a golden ticket”, has been
spearheaded by British Rally

Championship boss, Iain
Campbell, with support
from Hyundai Motorsport.

“We had a good feeling with
the car from the very first
corner,” McErlean told
Motorsport News. “It’s a fun,
comfortable and strong car
and we got progressively
quicker as the day went on.

“Going there, the priority
for me was to learn as much
about the car as I could and

get a better understanding
of how a four-wheel-drive
like that works.

“On reflection, I think we
accomplished all of our
targets and more on the trip.”

Wales Rally GB will be the
first time McErlean has made
an appearance in the R5 class
but, having liaised closely with
Hyundai Motorsport engineers
during the test session, he is
quietly confident.

“The car, and the team
especially, are something else,”
he said. “They look in depth at
things and have an answer for
you straight away. The chance
to work with people like that
was a great experience.

“Getting quicker in the car
was the target for us and we
achieved that. On the rally
itself we will do our own
thing, stay out of trouble
and make it to the finish.”
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McErlean ran 40 miles
in the Hyundai i20

Debut test came last
week for McErlean

Junior BRC champion preparing for Wales Rally GB outing this week

McERLEAN GETS FIRST
TASTE OF HYUNDAI R5

TheHaroldPalinMemorialStages,
whichwasduetotakeplacethis
weekend,hasbeencancelleddue
toalackof entries.

Theeventhasbeenheld
continuouslysince1994withpast
winnersincludingKevinProcter,
GeorgeLepleyandArronNewby.

DuetobestagedthisyearatFulbeck
AirfieldonSunday,organisershope
itwillreturnnextyear.

AstatementfromEastwoodMotor
Club,whichorganisestheevent,
said:“Unfortunately,owingtoalack
of entries,the2019HaroldPalin
MemorialStageshasbeencancelled.
Theorganisingteamwouldliketo
thankallthosethathadenteredand
allthemarshalsandradiocrewsthat
offeredtohelpwiththisyear’sevent.
Wewillbebackin2020.”

PatrickO’Briensaysthathisrecent
R5debuthasmadehimevenmore
determinedtoputadealinplace
thatwillallowhimtochallenge
fortheIrishForestryChampionship
titlenextseasonaboardone.

The22-year-olddroveaFord
FiestaR5onthelastroundof the
NorthernIrelandChampionship–
theBushwhackerRally.He
performedwellontheloose-surface
eventandwaschallengingforthe
leadpriortotheturbofailingon
theMcKinstryMotorsportcar.

AlthoughO’Brienadmitsthathe
isunlikelytobebackoutintheFiesta
againbeforetheendof theyear,he
believesthatapackagecanbeput
inplaceintimefor2020.

“IamdeterminedandIamworking
hardonadeal,”hetoldMotorsport
News.“Ihaveanincrediblegroupof
sponsorsaroundmeandmyfamily
helpsomuchtoo,butrightnowI
don’thavethemoneytoswitchto
anR5car.Wehavesomemeetings
scheduledintheweeksahead,
soneversaynever.

“If Ihadtopickaseriesnowfor
nextyearthenitwouldhavetobe
theIrishForestryChampionship,”
headded.“Formeitisvery
competitiveandverywellrun,
sothatiswhereIwouldliketogo.”

O’Brien’spaceonhisR5debutwas
allthemoreimpressiveasheclocked
uponlyahandfulof testmilesprior
totheBushwhackerRally.

“Theteamaroundmegotthe
Fiestadialledinprettyquickly,”
hesaid.“Iamconfidentinmyown
abilityandwhenthecarfeltgood
IknewthatIcouldbefastinit.”

RALLY NEWS

Motorsport News 
would like to 
issue a correction 
with regards to  
a picture in last 
week’s issue 
(September 25).
In the Motorsport 
UK Asphalt 
Championship 
report of the 
Cheviot Stages, 
and in the 
contents, a 
picture of 
Damian Cole’s 
Ford Fiesta WRC 
was mistakenly 
used instead of 
Jason Pritchard’s 
Ford Focus  
WRC (left).
We apologise  
for the error.

Photo: rallygallery.com
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RETURNING JIM CLARK RALLY ATTRACTING HUGE INTEREST

ATROCIOUS CONDITIONS FAIL TO DAMPEN SELF AND DAVIS’S CHARGE FOR VICTORY
Patriot Stages
By Ian Harden

Organiser: Forresters Car Club When: September 28
Where: Caerwent MoD Training Area, nr Chepstow
Championships: Cotswold Motor Sports Group, ASWMC
Stage Rally, AWMMC Heart of England, WAMC Welsh
Historic, Classic Mini Challenge Stages: 6 Starters: 91.

Ford Fiesta R5 pairing James
Self and Ian Davis had to
make full use of their four-
wheel-drive machine’s grip and

power to take their inaugural
Patriot Stages victory.

Astheweatherchangeddrastically
frommid-rallydownpourtolate-
daybrightsunshine,theysurvived
a100mphlock-uponarain-soaked
trackandsetfouroutof sixfastest
timestobeatJoshPayton/Jamie
Vaughan(FordEscortMk2)by
59seconds.

Self tooktheleadonSS2when
topseedsDaveWillett/JohnDavies

ByStefanMackley

Anewone-dayevent
aimedspecificallyat
clubcompetitorshas
beenannounced,which
will replacethePirelli
InternationalRally for2020.

TheItaliantyremanufacturer
hadsponsoredtheCarlisle-
basedrallysince1992buthas
decidedtopull itsbacking
fromtheevent.

TheCumberlandSporting
CarClub,whichorganisesthe
event,hasnowunveiledplans
fortheKielderForestRally
tobeheldonApril25,2020.

Manyof theorganising
teamremainandarejoined
byincomingclerkof the
course,SteveWaggett.

“There’snoanimosity
betweenusandPirelli, itwas

probablyoneof thelongest
dealsinrallying,”deputy
clerkof thecourse,Andy
Smith,toldMotorsportNews.
“Thingschangeandpeople
havetoacceptthat.

“Thekeycoreof teamare
still there.Wehavegotthe
skillstheretoproducean
eventforwhatpeoplewant.”

Theintentionistobasethe
eventintheKielderForest
toreduceroadmileageand
makeuseof previouslyignored
routes,suchasintheFalstone
andRedesdaleareas,tocreate
aneventof approximately
40-stagemiles.

ThePirelliInternationalhad
previouslybeenamainstay
of theBritishRallyandBritish
HistoricRallychampionships,
andtheneweventwillremain
aroundof thelatter.

“Itwillbepartof the
BHRCbuttheyhavedifferent
demandsthantheBRCsowe’re
re-lookingattheformatand
tryingtocuttheroadmileage
downandoffersomething
thatisgoodvalueformoney,”
addedSmith.

“If wecanbaseitinKielder
we’retalkingzeroroadmileage
whichmakesahugedifference.
That’swhatwe’retryingto
lookat.

“Threeorfourstages[could
beused]dependingwhatwe
canusesensibly.Wehavehad
competitorscomplainabout
thenumberof chicaneswehave
putin[previously]butwehad
thatmanyfortheBRCandR5
carsbecausethey’requick
fortheKielderroads.Sowe’re
goinginre-lookingatwhatis
availabletous.”
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New routes could
be used in 2020

New Kielder Forest Rally will be held next year after Italian tyre manufacturer pulled its backing

PIRELLI RALLY REPLACED BY
CLUBMAN ONE-DAY EVENT

Organisersof theJimClarkRally
arepleasedwiththeinterest
showninthereturnof theeventas
entriesfortheNovember8-9rally
havealmostfilledwithinaweek.

Therallyhasnotrunsince
2014followingthedeathsof
threespectatorsbutalterations
totheRoadTrafficAct,which
broughtScottishlegislation
inlinewithwhatEngland
andWaleshasfacilitated,has
allowedfortheeventtoreturn.

EntriesopenedonThursdayand
109placeshadbeentakenwhen
MNwenttopresswithamaximum
of 120crewsabletostarttheevent.

“It’sdefinitelygoodtoseethe
interestisthereintheevent,”
deputyclerkof thecourseColin
SmithtoldMN.“Thesupportwe’re
gettingfromcompetitorsand
localsalikeisjusttremendous.

“Mostpeoplewereadheringto
theregulationswhereitsaysthat
thefirst100entrieswilldefinitely
getarunandyouhadtopaywithin
thesixdaysandmostof them
havecompliedwiththatso
[we’re]really,reallypleased
withtheinitialinterest.

“[With]thetypeof interestwe’ve
hadweexpectedtheThursday
nighttobereally,reallybusyandit
wassoit’sliveduptoexpectations.
We’vehadalotof entriesfrom
downsouthandfromIreland
aswellwhichisgoodforus.”

Aplethoraof Scottishdrivers
haveenteredincludingDavid
Bogie,EuanThorburnand
AlanKirkaldybutseveral
othertopasphaltdrivershave
beenattractedtoowithHugh
Hunter,StephenSimpsonand
MNCircuitRallychampion

ChrisWestalllodgingentries.
FourstagesinAbbeyStBathans,

Langton,BlackadderandFogo
comprisethe2019routewith61
milesonoffertocompetitors
acrosstwodays.WhileSmithis
delightedtheeventisableto
return,headmittedplansare
ongoingtoreturntherallytoits
traditionalthree-dayformat.

“Ouraimhasalwaysbeentoget
theeventbacktowhereitusedto
be,”hesaid.“Whetherit’sincluded
inanybiggerchampionships,
that’salltobediscussedyet.

“Certainlywe’dliketoget
theeventbacktorunningthe
Friday,SaturdayandtheReivers
ontheSunday.Thatisourplan,
whetherwecanreachthatgoal
itwilldependontheamountof
supportwegetthisyearandhow
thingsgoforus.”

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP
NovicesWillHughesand Ifan
Devineemergedvictorious
on the JDRomainNovice
Rally–named inhonourof
Rhyl&DistrictMotorClub’s
founderandpresident Jack
Romain– in theirFordFiesta.

They finishedover two
minutesbetteroff thanArwyn
WilliamsandJamieAtherton
(ToyotaCorolla)withGethin
JonesandCarwynEvansa
further twominutesadrift in
theirMazdaMX-5.

Winnersof theBeginner
classwereDeioHughesand
RhysOwen(Fiesta)over
fiveminutesuponJayDavies
andZackCummins ina
Peugeot206GTi.

Althoughnotclassified
overall, theExpertsclasswas
wonby IanLloydandCyril

JoneswithBrynmorPierce
andMichael Jones taking
Semi-Experthonours,both
crews inFordEscorts.

DaveThomas

Results
JD Romain Novice Rally
Organisers: Rhyl & District MC Where:
Wales Championships: None Starters: 45.
1 Will Hughes/Ifan Devine (Ford Fiesta)
5m19s; 2 Arwyn Williams/Jamie Atherton
(Toyota Corolla) +2m32s; 3 Gethin Jones/
Carwyn Evans (Mazda MX-5); 4 Jason
Nixon/Matthew Pendleton (Fiesta);
5 Deio Hughes/Rhys Owen (Fiesta);
6 Lee Rainford/Ian Clapham (Ford Sierra);
7 Jay Davies/Zack Cummins (Peugeot 206
GTi); 8 Mark Jones/Mike Jones (Ford
Escort); 9 David Barrowclough/Mark
Atherton (Escort); 10 Jamie Davies/
Jamie Owen (Ford Puma).
Class winners: Experts: Ian Lloyd/Cyril
Jones (Escort); Semi-experts: Brynmor
Pierce (Escort); Beginners: Hughes/Owen;
Novices: Williams/Atherton.

(Escort Mk2) retired with engine 
woes. From then on, the Fiesta  
pilot drove hard through difficult 
conditions, surviving a terrifying 
moment on SS3. “We hit standing 
water as we braked from full speed,” 
he said. “The car got quicker as we 
slid, but somehow we missed hitting 
anything. 

Recovering from the scare and on  
a drying track, Self  went fastest on 
the final two tests to clinch victory.

Second-placed Payton ran neck-
and-neck with Mark Jasper/Don 
Whyatt (Escort Mk2) throughout 
the morning. As the roads dried, 
Jasper pulled out a 19s advantage 
but his car expired on SS4. 

Despite suffering excess tyre  
wear in the closing miles, Payton 
held off  Carl O’Grady/Dylan 
Fowler-Bishop’s Nissan Sunny  
F2 by 1m 48s. 

O’Grady admitted to rustiness  
as he had done only four rallies  

since a major engine rebuild. He 
used intermediate tyres throughout  
and with the Nissan running 
perfectly he mounted a late charge 
to overhaul Martin/Huw Evans’s 
Honda-powered Escort Mk2 on  
the penultimate test to claim  
third by nine seconds. 

Evans in fourth used wet tyres  
all day but his excellent run was 
blighted by a lack of  outright power 
as speeds lifted in the sunshine.

Results
1 James Self/Ian Davis (Ford Fiesta R5) 1h16m51s; 2 Josh 
Payton/Jamie Vaughan (Ford Escort Mk2) +59s; 3 Carl 
O’Grady/Dylan Fowler-Bishop (Nissan Sunny F2); 4 Martin 
Evans/Huw Evans (Escort Mk2); 5 Brandon Smith/Simon 
May (Darrian T90 GTR); 6 Richard Merriman/Kathryn Curzon 
(T90); 7 Ian Sutton/Karen Phelps (T90); 8 Thomas Cooper/
Simon Anthony (Ford Fiesta R2); 9 Christian Prynne/Tudor 
Jenkins (Peugeot 205 GTi); 10 Wyn Owens/Jenny Evans 
(Escort Mk2). 
Class winners: Tom Bishop/Cal McElhinney (Vauxhall 
Nova); Christian Howells/Dan Evans (Nova), Payton/
Vaughan; Prynne/Jenkins; Smith/May; Self/Davis;  
Owens/Evans; Mike Simpson/Dale Gibbons (Escort  
Mk1 RS). 
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Popular event was last held 
in 2014 and returns this year

Winning gap 
was one minute



Binotto:Safetywasfirstpriority

Helmetsaga
ToroRosso’sDaniilKvyatsays the
rule thatpreventedhimfromusing
aspecialhelmet liverydesignat
hishomerace is “a joke”.Kvyat
was toldby theFIA thathecould
notuseanewhelmet, featuring the
coloursof theRussian flag, forhis
homeracebecausehealready
usedadifferentdesignat the Italian
GrandPrix.F1’ssporting regulations
onlyallowdrivers tosubstantially
deviate fromtheirmainhelmet livery
onceeachseason.Kvyatsaidhe
hadnotbeenawareof the rule,
adding: “It isa joke–butanyway,
the rule isa rule.Tobehonest, there
arebiggerproblemsto focus [on]
thanahelmetdesignofadriver.”

Tyretrial
AllF1driverswill begiven twosets
of2020tyres to test inFridaypractice
at theUSGrandPrixnextmonth.
RegulationsgivePirelli theoption to
provideonecompoundof tyres for
Friday running, if itwants to logmore
mileage.Theycanbeused ineither
of the90-minutesessions.The tyres
tobeused inAustinwill be the
definitive2020specification,which
will be finalisedafteradevelopment
test thatMercedes,Ferrari andRed
Bullwill conductatBarcelonanext
week.TheAustin runningwillgiveall
teamsaheadstartonunderstanding
the latestconstruction,before the
traditionalendofseason testatAbu
Dhabi–atwhicha rangeof
compoundswillbeused.

TVtime
CarlosSainz JrcriticisedF1’s
televisiondirectionover the lack
ofairtimemidfield teamsreceive.
Sainzwaspartofa four-car, final-lap
battle inSingapore thatwasnot
shownontheoriginalbroadcastand,
responding toaclipof thatscrapon
Twitteraccompaniedby themessage
“whywasn’t thisshown live?”, said:
“Because ithadme involved.”
Elaboratingonhiscomments,Sainz
said: “It’ssomething I’vebeenvery
criticalaboutandsomething I think
everymidfielddriverhasbeencritical
aboutbecausewefeel like the fans
aremissingoutona lotofbattles in
themidfield,manyof themyoudon’t
getat the front.”

Ferrari finished
Ferrariwill not introduceanymore
majorF1upgrades thisseason.
Despitemissingoutonvictory,
Ferrari had the fastestcarat the
RussianGP–oneweekafter
claimingashockpoleandone-two
finishat thedownforce-dependent
MarinaBaycircuit inSingapore.
TeamprincipalMattiaBinottoand
sportingdirectorLaurentMekies
bothsaidFerrari’sSochipace
validated thenewpartsand that
itsbiggestdevelopmentworkwas
nowcomplete. “Itwas important to
confirmhowgoodwas thepackage
cominghere, [on]different typesof
tracksandset-ups,”saidBinotto.

RACING NEWS

Mercedes dismisses four workersTORO ROSSO TO CHANGE NAME TO
ALPHATAURI, IF RIVALS APPROVE

ToroRossowillchangeits
nametoAlphaTauriin2020
if rivalFormula1teams
approveitsrequesttodoso.

TheRedBulljuniorteamhas
beenonthegridsince2006,after
theenergydrinkscompany
boughtandrebrandedMinardi,
andhasracedasScuderiaToro
Rosso–anItaliantranslationof
RedBull,honouringitsItalian
predecessor–everyyearsince.

MotorsportNewssources
haveconfirmedtheteamhas
requestedtoberebrandedinthe
nameof RedBull’sAlphaTauri
fashionlabel,whichwas
launchedtwoyearsago.
AlphaTauriisnamedafterastar
intheTaurusconstellation.

Anamechangerequiresthe
approvalof thecommercial
rightsholderandafavourable
voteof theF1Commission.That
will includeane-votebetween
teams,whichisyettohappen.

Mercedes dismissed four
workers, and disciplined
three more, following
a breach of its diversity
and equality policy at its
Brackley headquarters.

The employees were
dismissed on August 2,
following an investigation
into a complaint.

In a statement,
Mercedes said: “We
condemn this behaviour
in the strongest terms
and acted immediately
upon the complaint.
We value the diversity
of our employees and
it is a source of strength
for our team.

“Our working
environment is based

upon appreciation and
mutual respect.”

A report in British
tabloid The Sun claimed
the dismissed workers
had been involved in
a campaign of racist
bullying against
a Muslim employee.

Addressing the matter
in his post-race media
session, Mercedes boss
Toto Wolff said: “It
was on the more junior
levels of the back office
function, not the race
team. Some stupid jokes
that were perceived in
a bad way, and you’ve
got to respect that, that’s
not what in this day and
age what we tolerate.”

ByAdamCooper

MattiaBinottosays thecall
tostopSebastianVettelon
trackduringtheRussian
GrandPrix,whichprompted
avirtualsafetycarperiod
andendedFerrari’shopes
ofvictory,wasmadeon
safetygrounds.

Vettelreportedaproblem
withhisMGU-Kshortlyafter
pittingfromthelead,and
followedinstructionsfrom
FerraritoparkhisFormula1car
intherunoff areabeyondthe
Turn15left-hander.

TheresultingVSChandedthe
advantagetoMercedes’Lewis
Hamilton,whohadstartedon
mediumtyresandnotstopped
atthatpoint.Hamiltonran
thirdbehindthetwoFerraris
earlyon,butservedhispitstop
underthecautionandrejoined
aheadof thesecondFerrariof
CharlesLeclerc,whohadpitted
undernormalconditions.

Hamiltonwentontowinthe
race,whileLeclercendedupthird
behindthesecondMercedesof
ValtteriBottasaftermakinga
secondstopunderasafetycar
periodspawnedbyanother
incidentundertheVSC.

“Wehadaproblemonthe
hybridsideof thepowerunit,”
explainedBinotto.“Wehad
alossof insulationonthecar.
Andforsafetyreasons,we
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Stranded Ferrari led
to virtual safety car
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Ferrari team boss says Russian Grand Prix-defining incident was unavoidable

VETTEL STOPPAGE WAS
FOR SAFETY – BINOTTO

you don’t know exactly what  
the issue [is].”

Binotto added he does not 
expect Vettel to face a grid 
penalty at the Japanese GP, 
despite his control electronics 
being damaged, because he  
still has one in the pool from 
earlier in the season.

FIA race director Michael Masi 
said a VSC period was inevitable, 

given that the marshals had to 
deal with a hybrid engine issue.

“The car was unsafe from an 
electrical point of  view, and it 
stayed unsafe for the rest of  the 
race,” said Masi. “To recover it  
in the safest possible manner,  
and put marshals out there  
to do so, it was a very simple 
decision to put out the VSC.

“Moving it back into that hole, 

because of  the electrical issue,  
we made sure it was well and 
truly clear and in a safe position 
before going forward.

“From our end, you’ve just got 
to be far more cautious. Putting 
people trackside in that area, 
there’s a reason there’s a whole 
lot of  Tecpro [barrier] there. It’s 
because people can go off. [There] 
wasn’t even a second thought.”

could stop immediately.
“It’s a shame because maybe  

100 metres later we had the 
pitlane, but it was the safest 
action we could do for Seb, and 
obviously safety is first.

“[It was] only for safety. If  it 
would’ve been for the rest of  the 
car, we would’ve maybe stopped 
in a different position. But there 
was really an instruction [that 
said], ‘as soon as you can, stop’, 
because of  the safety [concerns].”

Asked if  such situations 
usually involve safety concerns 
for the driver, Binotto said: 
“Normally not. But obviously, 
not being fully aware on what  
was the damage and the 
problem... we knew that there 
was a loss of  insulation, and 
you’re right, normally there  
is no issue for the driver.

“But you’re in areas of  maybe 
it’s not fully known, because  

Red Bull wants to use its fashion label AlphaTauri in Formula 1
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De Vries (inset) has taken four wins so far in F2 this season

Evans agrees new deal to 
remain at Jaguar FE team

BUTTON URGES PATIENCE WITH DTM/SUPER GT TIE-UP
Jenson Button has urged patience while 
the DTM and Super GT move closer to 
their tie-up, ahead of  the 2009 Formula 1 
world champion making his outing at the 
DTM’s season finale at Hockenheim.

Button will drive for Honda, alongside 
fellow Super GT entries from Nissan 
and Lexus, to help set the Balance of  
Performance before the joint-races 
at Fuji between the two series.

“I think the idea of  bringing Super GT 
together with DTM is brilliant,” said 
Button in an interview with the official 

DTM website.
“These sorts of  things aren’t easy to 

arrange, and they’re even harder to fine-
tune, so I’d just remind people that we 
might not get it right immediately, so be 
patient as we try and make it work.”

Button will be joined in the Fuji field by 
two-time CART champion Alex Zanardi, 
who steps into BMW’s line-up. 

Audi has announced its Fuji line-up as 
two-time DTM champion Rene Rast, Mike 
Rockenfeller, Loic Duval and three-time Le 
Mans 24 Hours winner Benoit Treluyer.   

Mitch Evans has signed a new deal with 
his Jaguar Formula E team ahead of the 
2019-20 season.

Evans has raced with the British team since 
leaving GP2 at the end of  2016 and scored its 
first FE podium, pole and race win.

He finished third in the second Hong Kong 
race in 2017-18, took pole for the Zurich E-Prix 
later that year and won the Rome event last 
season – Jaguar’s first international series 
win in 28 years.

Evans’s deal is described as “multi-year” 
by Jaguar, although he explained it was 
“season-by-season”.

“From my side, it was a no-brainer and I’m 
very happy to be entering my fourth season 
with them,” Evans told Motorsport News.  

Evans finished fifth in the 2018-19 standings 
but was left with “mixed emotions”, despite 
being in title contention.

Jaguar was hindered by an early-season 
package development decision it took, which 
it felt led to set-up struggles before its Rome 
breakthrough.

ByJackBenyon

NyckdeVries followedup
sealinga lucrativeworks
Formula E contract with 
Mercedes for next season 
by winning the Formula 2 
title with a round to spare 
at Sochi, as a huge crash 
marred the weekend and 
hospitalised two drivers.

De Vries needed to take seven 
points more than closest rival 
and Williams Formula 1 junior 
Nicholas Latifi to seal the title 
a round early. He took pole 
and held off  Latifi in the early 
stages and through the pitstop 
phase to secure a dominant 
win, which sealed the title 

with three races to spare.
“I was happy with the race 

win but then we were kind of  
uncertain whether it was really 
done or not,” ART Grand Prix 
driver de Vries said.

“They told me ‘wait until you 
get to the pitlane and then you’ll 
see’. Just looking at the board in 
front of  me when I arrived, that 

wasprettycool.Therewere
somegoosebumpsthere.”

DeVriesagainfoughtfor
victoryinracetwoasacrash
shortened the race. Jack Aitken 
ran wide at Turn 2 and went 
around the run-off  Styrofoam 
boards as instructed by the rules. 
Polesitter Nikita Mazepin also 
ran wide but did not round the 
board and, when Aitken rejoined 
he could not avoid Mazepin, 
clipping his rear-left and 
launching his car across into the 
path of  Nobuharu Matsushita.

The latter crashed heavily 
head-on into the barriers and 
had to be extracted. He had to 
stay overnight in hospital for 
a “precautionary scan” on 
Monday. Mazepin also went 
to hospital, but was released 
shortly after.

The stewards deemed Mazepin 
“wholly at fault” for the incident 
and gave him a 15-place grid drop 
and four penalty points on his 
licenc e. Luca Ghiotto won the 
race ahead of  de Vries and Brit 
Callum Ilott.

‘Martin Donnelly Trophy thriller’
Racing reports, p34

But large crash mars Russian event

DE VRIES SEALS F2 CROWN
WITH THREE RACES TO SPARE

O
neof thequirksof the
RussianGrandPrix
is the locationof the
hotelswithinwalking
distanceof thepitlane.
Eachmorning,

walkingalong thesideof theback
straight therewassomethingoddly
comfortinghearingcircuitannouncer
BobConstanduros run through the
grid for theFormula3support races.

Despitebeing2000milesaway from
home ina regionwherevery littleEnglish
is spoken,hearingConstandurosmade
it feelmore likeSilverstone thanaRussian
townon theBlackSea.

Oneevening Ihappened todinewith
Constanduros, themanwhohasbeen
commentatingonFormula1since themid-
1980sandwho iswell-known forbooming
“Chaaammmpaggggnnnnneeeeeee!!!!!!!”
during thepodiumcelebrations.

Despitehavingclockedupmore than
500GPsand travelling forover30years,
thecircuit commentator showsnosignof
slowingdownasnext year’sF1calendar
nudgesup to22 races.

Fellowdinerssuggested that thepunishing
–andexpensive–schedulewould lead to
moreaccredited journalists skipping races
andmostagreed thatSochiwouldbe topof
their list, given thehassleof acquiringvisas
and thedifficulty ingetting to thevenue.

Therewas talk thatnext year’sRussian
GPcouldbe the last inSochi anyway.
PresidentVladimirPutin,who resides in
StPetersburg, is said tobe interested in
buildinganewcircuit on theoutskirtsof
hishomecity,whichwouldchimewith
thedesireofF1’snewowners tohave
races in “destinationcities”.

Tono-one’ssurprise, formerboss–and
friendofPutin–BernieEcclestonewas in
attendanceat lastweekend’s race.One
Brazilian journalist approachedBernieand
remarkedhownice itwas toseehim, to
whichBerniesnappedback, “Is it?”

Alwaysquickwith theone liners, a few
yearsagoEcclestonecame into themedia
centre toenquirewhethereveryonewas
enjoyingRussia.AGerman reporter
suggested the foodcouldbeabitbetter,
towhichBernie remarked: “Next year,
bringyourownsandwiches…”

Duringhis yearspromotingF1,Bernie
always foundRussiaadifficultmarket to
break into,butnow–six years in– the race
hasestablished itself.Asever, the locals
wantahomedriver tocheeronand, after
appearancesbyVitalyPetrov,Sergey
SirotkinandDaniil Kvyat inF1, it looksas
though thebestdriver toemerge from
Russia ison thevergeof thebig time.

RobertShwartzmanwon theFormula3
championship lastSaturdayand isakey
memberof theFerrari youngdriver
programme.Don’tbesurprised tosee
Shwartzman inF1withinacoupleof years.
His futuresuccesscouldensureRussia–
whereverwe race– ison thecalendar for
manyyears tocome.

F1 RACING ASSOCIATE EDITOR

“Sochi would be
top of the list of 
races to skip”

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

ChaseElliottcrashedandwon
the NASCAR Cup race at the 
Charlotte Roval last weekend. 
Elliott had been the quickest 
driver for much of the 109-lap 
race and won stage two, but a 
lock-up on a restart early in the 
final segment of the race sent 
him careering into the barrier 
at Turn 1. But minimal damage 
meant he climbed from 37th 
to victory… Juan Manuel Correa 

underwentvital surgery on his legs 
last Sunday, after choosing to avoid 
amputation and attempt to fight for 
a full recovery. Sauber Junior Team 
driver Correa was involved in the 
crash at Spa in August in which 
Anthoine Hubert lost his life. No 
update had been provided on the 
result of Correa’s operation as MN 
went to press… Ferrari Formula 1 
junior Robert Shwartzman 
sealed the FIA Formula 3 title 

one race early at the finale in his 
native Russia. In the first season 
since the European Formula 3 
and GP3 Series merged, 
Shwartzman took three victories 
and was over two race wins clear 
of his nearest rival, Prema 
Racing team-mate Marcus 
Armstrong. Prema won eight of 
16 races and had its three drivers
lock out the points standings, 
wrapping up the teams’ crown. 

OUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Elliott took impressive win
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Evans took Jaguar’s first pole and win

F1 champion will 
race in DTM finale



Duo locked together on track and are locked together in points

Tommy Foster to join US F4 grid at F1 event Byford realises his
F1 dream with test
Thevastly-experienced
MartinByfordhadhisfirst
tasteof Formula1powerat
DoningtonParklastmonth.

TheformerF3racerand
2007RenaultUKClioCup
champion,nowmoreregularly
seen in Britcar and Creventic 
endurance races, was invited  
to drive the ex-Jodie Hemming
1997 Jordan with a 3.5-litre 
Judd V10 unit, originally raced
in period by Ralf  Schumacher.

“Since Jodie raced in 
EuroBOSS in 2006 and 2007  

BritishFormula4driverTommy
FosterwilltakepartintheUnited
StatesF4supportracesattheUS
GrandPrixatAustin,thechance
arisingviasocialmedia.

FostercompetesinBritishF4
forArden,andsitseighthin
thestandings,takingawinat
Snettertonthisyear.Hewill
compete in the Formula 1 support 
event for Alliance Racing.

“We linked through social media, 
myself  and the team manager at 
Alliance Racing,” Foster said. “We 
were talking for a while and it came 
about that they had a spare seat for 
the event. So they offered us [the 
seat],anditallcameaboutquite

quicklyfromthere,it’shardly
anopportunitytopassup.

“Itwasactuallymybrother
thatgottalking[tothemon
socialmedia],weputapost
upandthenthemanagerof
Alliancecontactedus,andmy
brotherpasseditontome.”

Foster’sUSoutingiscurrently
a one-off, and he’s hopeful it will 
lead to opportunities outside of   
F4. “We’re looking to move out  
of  F4 next year but motorsport  
is a unique sport, you can’t ever 
write anything off,” he added. 
“We’re looking to just do a one-off, 
get our name out there and try  
andmoveuptheranksnextyear.”

British Formula 4 title contenders Maloney and Alvarez blame each other for race-ending collision
SebastianAlvarezaccused
hisBritishFormula4title
rivalZaneMaloneyof pushing
himoff theroadafterthepair
sensationallycollidedat
Silverstonelastweekend.

TheduoenteredSilverstone’s
thirdraceof threelevelonpoints
atthetabletop,afterAlvarez
hadmadeupa15-pointdeficitto
Maloneyoverthefirsttworaces.

Inthefinalraceheldindamp
conditionsAlvarezsoughtto
passMaloneyforsecondplace
ontheoutsideof Brooklands.

Hewasofferedlittlespaceby
Maloneyonthecorner’sexitand
lostcontrolontheslipperykerb
thenhitthesideof Maloneyat
Luffield,puttingbothcarsinto
thegravelandoutof therace.

“Itriedovertakinghim
roundtheoutside–Iclearly
wasquicker,Ithinkheknew
thatIwasquicker–thenhe
justtriedrunningmeoff the
road,”Alvarezsaid.“Then
oncehesuccessfullyranme
outof theroadIwasonthe
paint,I lostcontrolof thecar

andIwentstraightintohimat
thenextcorner.”

Whenaskedif Maloneycould
haveleftroom,Alvarezsaid:
“Yeahdefinitely,I’vebeendoing
thesamemoveonalotof people
thisweekendandallof them
haveleftmeroomandnothing
hashappened.”

Maloneywasmorecoyabout
theincident,buthintedthathe
feltthefaultwaswithAlvarez.

“Iwastryingtosavethetyres
fortheendof therace,”Maloney
said.“He[Alvarez]triedtogoon

theoutside,Idefendedthe
positionwellIthinkandhe
endedupoff-track,throughthe
grassandintothesideof me.

“Hopefullywehavesome
fairracing[atBrandsHatch’s
finalround].Ihopethe
championshipisinteresting
andthefanslovetheracing
thatgoesdownbutIdon’t
knowif itwaslikethattoday.”

Thepairthereforeheadtothe
season-closingBrandstriple-
headerstill levelonpoints,with
Maloneyaheadoncountback.

By KevinTurner

The four finalists that will
contest the 2019 Aston
Martin Autosport BRDC
Young Driver of the Year
Award have been selected.

Japanese Formula 3 race
winner Enaam Ahmed,
W Series and MRF Challenge
champion Jamie Chadwick,
and BRDC Formula 3
frontrunners Johnathan
Hoggard and Ayrton Simmons
are the finalists. Only Ahmed

has been a finalist before, in 2017.
There will be fitness and

simulator elements at Aston
Martin Red Bull Racing
before a two-day test at the
Silverstone Grand Prix
circuit in MotorSport Vision
Formula 2, Ligier LMP3 and
Garage 59-run Aston Martin
Vantage GT3 machinery.

Prizes for the winner, who will
be announced at the Autosport
Awards on December 8, include
a test in a Red Bull Formula 1
car, £200,000, a run in Aston

Martin’s GTE World Endurance
Championship challenger, full
BRDC membership and an Arai
helmet. All finalists will also
receive a TAG Heuer watch.

British Racing Drivers’ Club
vice-president Derek Warwick
is the chairman of the judging
panel, which includes Award
winners Darren Turner, Andrew
Kirkaldy and Alexander Sims,
double British Touring Car
champion Jason Plato,
successful Lola and McLaren
designer Mark Williams, Le

Mans-winning engineer Leena
Gade, leading commentator
Ian Titchmarsh and Autosport
magazine editor Kevin Turner.

Aston Martin is a new partner
for the Award, which has
previously been won by 2009 F1
world champion Jenson Button,
13-time grand prix winner David
Coulthard, current F1 drivers
Lando Norris and George
Russell, triple Indianapolis
500 winner Dario Franchitti,
and 2014 World Endurance
champion Anthony Davidson.

GOFF TAKES A SURPRISE BTCC WIN AT SILVERSTONE         PAGE 30
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Aston Martin is a new
backer for the award

Final four contenders for the Aston Martin Autosport BRDC contest

AWARD FINALISTS
ARE REVEALED

RACING NEWS

EnaamAhmed
Aged19
3rd inJapaneseF3withB-Maxwith
Motopark
Hesays: “Ihadnoclue I’dbechosen!
Ididn’twin JapaneseF3so Iwasn’t sure I’d
beconsidered. It’sbeenagood learningyear
so I think Iwill bemoreprofessionalwhen
Icomeback. It’sdefinitelyanadvantage to
havedone itbefore.Therearea lotof things
I’ll dodifferently. I knowwhere Iwas lacking
beforeand it tookmetoo long tobequick.”

JamieChadwick
Aged21
1st inWSeries;1st inMRFChallenge
Shesays: “Everyyear it’ssomething I think
everyyoungUKdriver isaiming for. I’venever
hadastrongenoughyear towarranta
nominationuntil now.Myseason finishedearly
so it’sbeensomething Iwanted. I knowquitea
fewother finalistsand they’vesaid the twotest
daysaresomeof thebestdaysof theircareers.
I’mreally looking forward to it.”

JohnathanHoggard
Aged18
2nd inBRDCBritishF3withFortec
Motorsports
Hesays: “I’veseenBRDCF3driversbeing
nominatedbeforeso it’sagoodchampionship to
be in.Mymaingoalwas towin thechampionship
–thatdidn’tworkout,but I’mstill happywith the
season. It’ssuchawidevarietyofcars, yougeta
challenge inall of them.Mybackground is in
single-seatersand Ihope toadapt to theF2car
quitequickly,but theGT3willbe reallydifferent.”

AyrtonSimmons
Aged18
3rd inBRDCBritishF3withChrisDittmann
Racing
Hesays: “Ihada lotofpace thisseason,but
didn’talwaysget the results. Itwasn’tasurprise
tobe in the final10,but Iwasn’t sure I’dmake
the final four. It’sbeenagoodyearand I’ve
learneda lot. I’m looking forward to theAston
Martinand I’veheard theF2car isgood. I’m
looking forward topressing thatboostbutton!”

THE 2019 FINALISTS

it’s been in storage and this was 
its first time out and fitted with 
paddleshift,” Byford explained.

Unfortunately, the gear 
change had problems after three 
laps. “The car was tentative on 
old tyres and I didn’t want to 
make a fool of  myself,” Byford 

added. “So I was gentle and 
wanted to give good feedback  
on the gearbox, as that what  
we were here for. I expected  
the grip to feel different  
though, it was quite positive  
and I could feel it starting to 
slide a little on the third lap.”

Foster will drive for Alliance

Clio champion 
had Jordan outing
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FormerMX-5SupercupchampionHendersonwasfiftheachrace

HENDERSON AND PROSSER JOIN GT4 SERIES
MazdaMX-5championAlan
Hendersonmadeasuccessful
returntosprintracinglast
weekendatSilverstone,
competingintheGinetta
GT4Supercuptoshowcase
hisAKMotorsportteam’s
for-hireG55.

HendersonwontheMazda
MX-5Supercuptitlein2015
thoughstoppedmidway
through’16forbudgetreasons.
HisSilverstoneappearancewas
araresprintraceouting,and
racewithastandingstart,since
thatperiod,havinglargely
contestedenduranceraces
inaLotusEliseinrecentyears.

“Ifeellikeanoviceagain!”
Hendersonsaid.“Ijustwant
togetbackinthecarreally,
haven’tracedinawhile.If it’s
satinthegarageno-oneknows
we’vegotit!”

AnotherMX-5Supercup
champion,2016title-winner
JamesBlake-Baldwin,willbe
drivingthecarintheseason-
closingBrandsHatchround.

Despiteonly“40minutes’
experience”inthecar
beforehand,Hendersonran
competitivelyatSilverstone,
finishingfifthinallthreeraces.

Lastyear’sBritcarSprint
championKrisProsserwas

BritishTouringCar
ChampionshipfrontrunnerRory
ButcherwillraceaTCR-specMG
intheFIA’snewnation-versus-
nationMotorsportGamesevent.

Theinauguralrunningof the
Games,styledasamotorsport
equivalentof theOlympics,takes
placeatVallelungaonNovember
1-3andfeatureseventsforGT
carsandFormula4aswellas

theTCRcontest,aDrifting
Cup,KartingSlalomCupand
aDigitalCupforEsports.

Nationalgoverningbodies
areinvitedtonominatedrivers
anddriverpairingstorepresent
theircountries.Butcherhas
wonthreeBTCCraceswiththe
AmDTuning.comteam’sHonda
thisseasonandissixthinthe
championship.

“Thefirstcontactaboutthis
camebackinAugust,anditwas
RobHuff whohelpedputusin
touch,”hesaid.“It lookslike
areallyexcitingeventandit
willbegreattogoandraceat
acooltracklikeVallelunga.

“Robhasalotof contactsin
Chinaandhehashelpedbroker
thisforme,soIamgratefultohim.
Itwillbeveryspecialtorepresent

BritainandIamgratefulthat
MotorsportUKhasputme
forwardtotakethisopportunity.

“It lookslikeit isgoingtobe
areallyinterestingeventand
therewillbearealmixtureof
carsanddriversonthegrid.”

Butcher’suseof theMG6TCR
issubjecttoitreceivingFIA
homologationintime.Ithas
achievedpodiumsinTCRChina.

ByStephenLickorish

ReigningPorscheCarrera
CupGBchampionTio
Ellinasmadea last-minute
return to theseriesat
Silverstone lastweekend
with thefrontrunning
Redlinesquad, taking
apodiumfromtheback
of thegrid.

Ellinashasbeencompeting
inthePorscheSupercupthis
seasonandhasearnedfourtop-
sixfinishesfromtheeightevents
sofar.HewillusetheSilverstone
andBrandsHatchGBrounds
asextraseattimeaheadof the
SupercupfinaleinMexico.

“Ijustcamehereforsomemore
practicefortheSupercup,”said
Ellinas.“They[Redline]called
meuponMondayandsaid‘can
youcomeanddotheraces?’

“IwasinCyprussohadto
reschedule[plans].Mylidwas
inGermanywiththeLechner
teamsoIhadtogoandgetthat.”

Hisweekendgotoff toatricky
startascontactputhimoutof
theopeningrace.Hetherefore
startedracetwofrom17thbut
surgedthroughtofinishsecond.

“Igothitfrombehindinthefirst
race–DanVaughanhadabrake
failureandtherewasnothingI
coulddo,”Ellinassaid.“Going
from17thtosecondwaspretty
good–itwasanenjoyablerace!”

Anotherdriverwhoreturned
tothegridatSilverstoneandtook
asecondplacewasRossWylie.

TheBritcarEndurance
championlastcompetedinthe
seriesin2017andwillalsocontest
theBrandsfinalewithIn2Racing.

Hissecondplacewasaidedbya
smartdecisiontooptforwettyres

‘Harper seals Porsche title
BTCC support reports, p33

Successful comeback for last year’s champion and Wylie takes podium too

ELLINAS RETURNS
TO CARRERA CUP

S
peak to enough people in
UK club motorsport and
you’ll quickly appreciate
that there are a lot of
opinionated personalities.
That is no bad thing – it is

the bedrock of the sport, for budding
professionals and amateurs alike.

A topic which has dominated these
pages and often polarised opinion across
the UK has been the seemingly endless
creation of new championships. Extended
timetables and increasing demands on
volunteer marshals have led some south of
the border calling for fewer championships
and condensed race meeting schedules.

Cross the border to Scotland and it’s a
different story altogether. A new
championship for a new championship’s
sake is never a good idea, but done for the
right reasons, with an eye on developing
the club, then it must be applauded.

The Scottish Motor Racing Club
has, this year, introduced a pair of
championships which it aims to enhance
the sport at a grassroots level and allow
those with lower budgets to forge their
own on-track journeys.

Launched during last year’s British Touring
Car weekend, the Citroen C1 Cup has
proved to be one of the best additions to
the club’s bill in recent seasons.

The C1s offer drivers a full season’s
racing for approximately £7000,
a fraction of the cost of more established
club championships.

The championship had its doubters, but
the quality of racing is second to none.
The level of talent on the grid – which has
grown from 11 cars in the opening round to
18 by mid-season – is incredibly even and
the fact that the title fight is going down to
the wire between karting graduate Ryan
Smith and racing novice Finlay Brunton is
testament to the success of the category.

That is on-track, but the SMRC and
Knockhill also deserve praise for what
they are doing off-track as well.

The recently-announced SMRC
Esports Championship – which began last
week on the subscription-based iRacing
platform – is the next step in boosting the
burgeoning grassroots scene. And you
know the club is serious because they’ve
brought in Red Bull Racing Esports driver
Graham Carroll to spearhead the project,
which aims to turn virtual racing into reality.

The winner of the inaugural season
will be rewarded with a fully-funded drive
in one round of the Scottish Legends
championship, while the runner-up is
given an ARDS test at the circuit; proof
of the club and circuit’s commitment to
bringing in new talent.

Scotland, in racing terms, is a small
community and one that always fights
against lack of resource and members.
That said, the interest in motorsport
appears greater than ever and by carefully
investing in championships it believes will
steadily grow its grassroots scene, the
SMRC is one step ahead of the curve.

MN’S MAN IN SCOTLAND

“Esports series will
boost the grassroot
motorsport scene”

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

intheopeningracewhenother
frontrunnersstruggledonslicks.

“ThelasttimeIracedherein
theCarreraCupitwassimilar
conditionsandwemadethe
wrongcall,”hesaid.“Wethought
itwasworththegamble.

“I’mopen-mindedfornext
year–ahugethankshavetogo

tomysponsors for getting me 
outforthefinal two rounds.”

FormerVolkswagen Racing 
Cupchampion Aaron Mason 
andGinetta GT4 Supercup 
racersLeeFrost and Lucky 
Kheraalsojoined the Carrera 
Cupgrid,taking it to a season 
highof 23cars.  

another making his GT4 
Supercup bow at Silverstone, 
driving for Team Hard. This 
year Prosser has competed in 
the GT Cup in a Ginetta G55 
Supercup car with the team, 
and it was via this that his 
opportunity in the Ginetta 
one-make series came about. 

He took a best result of  
eighth and he’s hoping to 
compete full-time in the 
championship next season.

“It tempted me with the 
competition, I needed to push 
myself, see where I was in reality 
against some of the best Ginetta 
drivers in the world,” he said. 

BTCC winner Butcher will race MG TCR car in new Motorsport Games event in November

Carrera Cup introduces new Young Driver Development Programme for next season
ThePorscheCarreraCupGB
will introduceaYoungDriver
DevelopmentProgramme
nextseason,buildingonthe
existingrookiechampionship.

Inthepast,theserieshas
awardedaprizefundof over
£50,000tothetoprookiedrivers

attheendof theyear.But,with
onlyasmallnumberof new
driversjoiningthecategoryfor
thestartof thisseason,changes
willbemadefornextyear.

Aswellasthecashprizes,a
rangeof supportwillbeoffered
tonewdriverstotheCarrera

Cupthatareagedunder25at
thestartof March.Michelin
willofferthreesetsof tyresto
driversinthedevelopment
programme,whiledriverswill
receivemediatrainingandget
tospendtimeatthePorsche
HumanPerformancefacility.

“Weneededtoreinvigorate
therookiechampionshipand
justdevisealittleprogramme
tohelpwithallof thoseother
elements,tomakepeoplefeel
theyarebeingsupportedand
helped,”saidPorscheGB
motorsportmanagerJames
MacNaughton.“Togetthat

dealwithMichelin, that helps 
supportthetyres, is great. All 
of thefeedback we’ve had so far 
hasbeenextremely positive.”

Theserieshas also revealed 
thatalleight of  its events next 
yearwillbein support of  British 
TouringCars, the first time the 
CarreraCup hasn’t featured an 
awayroundsince 2013 .

“We’renot saying this is how 
it’sgoingtobe forever, but we 
justthinkit’s the right thing to 
dofornextyear and that’s based 
onfeedback,” MacNaughton 
said.“It[anaway round] does 
addanextra layer of  cost.”

Photos: Dan Bathie, Jakob Ebrey

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk  OCTOBER 2 2019  25

STEPHEN
BRUNSD

Reigning champion Ellinas impressed

Series aims to attract more young drivers onto the grid
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Leclercwasangry thathewasn’table toovertakeVettel Lewisextendedpoints lead Ferrariusedacutestrategyat thestart,but it led tobadfeeling in the team

1.Mercedessteals
awinfromFerrari
LewisHamiltonedgedonestep
closertohissixthworlddrivers’
titlewithvictoryinSunday’s
RussianGrandPrix–thefirst tim
he’sstoodontopof thepodiums
theHungarianGPinearlyAugu

ItwastheBritishdriver’s82nd
careerwinandhisninthof the
season.Yetsincethesummerbr
Ferrarihasmovedtothefront in
thecompetitiveorderandwas
favouriteforvictoryinRussia
afterastrongshowinginboth
practiceandqualifying.

Butonlap26,Ferrari’srace
unravelledwhenSebastianVett
wasforcedtoretireduetoaprob
withhispowerunit.Ashecame
ahaltatTurn15,racecontrolha
nooptionbuttoreducethepace
thecarsbydeployingthevirtua
safetycar.

Mercedesseizedtheinitiative
bypittingbothsilvercars,which
enabledit toleapfrogthesecond
Ferrariof CharlesLeclercfora

ThevictorycompletesMerced
whitewashof thisevent,asitha
wonallsixracesheldsofaratth
SochiAutodrom.

Althoughitwasunfortunate
forLeclerc,ValtteriBottassaid
theteam’sdecisiontorunthe
medium,ratherthansoftertyre
intheQ2segmentof Saturday
qualifyingsetthemonacounter
strategytoFerrari.

“Weknew[bystartingonthe
mediumtyre]wegolongerinth
firststintandhopeforasafetyc
orVSCtocomeoutlaterinthera
saidBottas.“Anditdidtoday, lik
amiracle.”

Mercedesoptedforacounter
strategyasitknew,inastraight
fight, theFerrariswouldbediffi
todefeat,particularlywiththeir
powerunitadvantage.Bothred
carswerepullingnearly0.3sove
theoppositiononthelongrun
downtoTurn2inqualifying
whichHamiltondescribedas
their“jetmode”.

Combinedwiththerevised
aerodynamic package that was
fitted to the SF90 for Singapore
Ferrari held the advantage in
Sochi, and that was underlined
with an impressive qualifying
lap on Saturday for Leclerc who
became the first Ferrari driver
since Michael Schumacher in
2000 to record four consecutive
pole positions. Behind him on
the grid, Hamilton also deliver
a stellar lap to split the Ferraris
and out-qualify his team-mate
by 0.6 seconds.

After taking the chequeredfla
Sunday(andalsonettinganextr
pointforfastestlap),Hamiltons
ontopof theworlddrivers’stand
witha73-pointadvantageoverh
team-mate.Itmeanshecouldsew
upthechampionshipasearlyas
theMexicanGPintworacestim

“Idon’ttryandthinkabouttha
I’mhonestlyfocusedononerace
timeandtoensureIkeepdeliver
atahighlevel,”saidHamilton.

“Valtteri,Charles,Sebastian
andMax[Verstappen]areall
performingsowell– it’soneof th
bestyearsI’veseen.Althoughit
willbetoughtobeatthematthe
nextrace, it’snot impossible–
aswe’veseentoday.

“Wewon’tstumbleaswetakej
onestepatatime.”

MERC OUTFOXES
A LAME HORSE

FIVEKEYTALK

RUSSIAN GP REPORT
Y JAMES
ROBERTS

Hamilton climbed
back to the front

Ferrari throwsawaya1-2withamismanagedrace inRussia
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Photos: LAT

ROUND
RACE FACTS Results © 2019 Formula One Administration Ltd

NEXTRACE:JAPANESEGRANDPRIX,OCTOBER13

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

RESULTS
FIAFormula1WorldChampionship, round16/21
POS DRIVERS NAT CAR-ENGINE TIME
1 Lewis Hamilton GBR Mercedes 1h33m38.992s
2 Valtteri Bottas FIN Mercedes +3.829s
3 Charles Leclerc MCO Ferrari +5.212s
4 Max Verstappen NLD Red Bull-Honda +14.210s
5 Alexander Albon THA Red Bull-Honda +38.348s
6 Carlos Sainz Jr ESP McLaren-Renault +45.889s
7 Sergio Perez MEX Racing Point-Mercedes +48.728s
8 Lando Norris GBR McLaren-Renault +57.749s
9 Kevin Magnussen DNK Haas-Ferrari +58.779s*
10 Nico Hulkenberg DEU Renault +59.841s
11 Lance Stroll CAN Racing Point-Mercedes +1m00.821s
12 Daniil Kvyat RUS Toro Rosso-Honda +1m02.496s
13 Kimi Raikkonen FIN Alfa Romeo-Ferrari +1m08.910s
14 Pierre Gasly FRA Toro Rosso-Honda +1m10.076s
15 Antonio Giovinazzi ITA Alfa Romeo-Ferrari +1m13.346s
R Robert Kubica POL Williams-Mercedes L28/withdrew
R George Russell GBR Williams-Mercedes L27/mechanical
R Sebastian Vettel DEU Ferrari L26/power unit
R Daniel Ricciardo AUS Renault L24/damage
R Romain Grosjean FRA Haas-Ferrari L0/collision

* = five-second penalty for leaving the track and gaining an advantage
Winner’s average speed: 123.310mph Lap leaders: Vettel 1-25; Hamilton 26-53

* = five-place grid penalty: additional power unit element used; ** = required to start from the back: additional power unit elements used; *** = required to start
from the pitlane: additional power unit elements used, gearbox replaced, parc ferme conditions broken

DRIVERS
POS DRIVER PTS
1 Lewis Hamilton 322
2 Valtteri Bottas 249
3 Charles Leclerc 215
4 Max Verstappen 212
5 Sebastian Vettel 194
6 Pierre Gasly 69
7 Carlos Sainz Jr 66
8 Alexander Albon 52
9 Lando Norris 35
10 Daniel Ricciardo 34

CONSTRUCTORS
POS CONSTRUCTOR PTS
1 Mercedes 571
2 Ferrari 409
3 Red Bull-Honda 311
4 McLaren-Renault 101
5 Renault 68
6 Toro Rosso-Honda 55
7 Racing Point-Mercedes 52
8 Alfa Romeo-Ferrari 35
9 Haas-Ferrari 28
10 Williams-Mercedes 1

QUALIFYING
POS DRIVER TIME
1 Leclerc 1m31.628s
2 Hamilton 1m32.030s
3 Vettel 1m32.053s
4 Bottas 1m32.632s
5 Sainz 1m33.222s
6 Hulkenberg 1m33.289s
7 Norris 1m33.301s
8 Grosjean 1m33.517s
9 Verstappen 1m32.310s*
10 Ricciardo 1m33.661s

POS DRIVER TIME
11 Perez 1m33.958s
12 Giovinazzi 1m34.037s
13 Magnussen 1m34.082s
14 Stroll 1m34.233s
15 Raikkonen 1m34.840s
16 Gasly 1m33.950s*
17 Russell 1m35.356s
18 Kubica 1m36.474s**
19 Kvyat **
20 Albon 1m39.197s***

LEWIS HAMILTON 1m35.761sFASTEST LAP ON LAP 51 (AVERAGE SPEED:136.613MPH)
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2.Vettelstirsupa
teamordersrow
Withsuchalongrunfromthe
startlinetothebrakingzoneat
Turn2,alleyeswereonthestart
andtheimpacttheslipstreamwould
haveforeveryonebehindpoleman
CharlesLeclerc.

Startingthirdonthecleanerside
of thegrid,SebastianVettelwas
immediatelypastHamiltonand
runningbehindhisteam-mate.

AftergainingspeedbehindLeclerc,
Vettelseizedtheleadontheinside
astheybrakedforTurn2.

ItwassurprisingthatLeclerc
didn’tdefendtheinsideuntila
radiomessagewasplayedoutfrom
Leclerc’sengineersoonafterwards:
“Wearelookingattheswapfurther
intotherace.”

Suddenlyitbecameclearthe
Ferraridrivershadworkedtogether

3.McLarenturnsto
Mercpower
McLaren’strajectorytowards
thefrontof thegridwasgivena
significantboostonSaturdaywhen
theteamannounceditwouldreturn
toMercedesenginesfrom2021.

Thenewscomesacoupleof months
aftertheteamannouncedanupgrade
totheirWokingwindtunnel,whichis
allpartof therestructuringprocess
thatisbeingledbytheirnewteam
principalAndreasSeidl.Mercedes
havealsoguaranteedthatMcLaren
willreceivepowerunitparitywith
theworksoutfit.

“Thetargetistomakethenextstep
nextyearandhopefullywecanjump

intermsof performanceorlaptime
somewherebetweenwhereweare
nowandthetopteams,”saidSeidl.
“From2021onwardsthenew
regulationsarekickinginbutwe
needtoberealistic.Thethreetop
teamsarenotjusttherebecauseof
havingmoremoney.Theysimply
doabetterjobalsoandtheywillkeep
doingabetterjob.”

ForonemomentonSunday,Carlos
Sainzwasaheadof bothMercedes
carsontrackasasuperbstarttook
himaheadof LewisHamilton,before
theBritishdriverretookthirdunder
brakingforTurn2.Sainzenjoyed
oneof hisbestresultsof theseason
tofinishsixthoverall.

5.DriversandF1
bossesmake
progresson2021
Intheclosingstagesof theRussian
GrandPrix,CharlesLeclerc–
runningthird–wasunabletoget
intoapositiontochallengeValtteri
Bottasforseconddespitearguably
havingacaradvantage.Likewisein
theearlystagesof therace,Leclerc
hadthesameproblemtryingto
closeinonleaderVettel.

Theproblemof ‘dirtyair’ from
followinganothercarremainsa
concernfortherulemakerswhohave
floatedtheideaof othersolutions
toenliventheshow,suchasreverse
gridsandqualifyingraces.The
proposalsdrewcriticismfromthe

driversandledtoameetingbetween
themandF1’sbossesRossBrawn
andChaseCareyduringthe
Sochiweekend.

“Theyweregoingthroughallthe
ideasandpossibilities andweasked
asdriver
because
of whatw
racingg
ValtteriB

The20
aresetto
decidedw
fourwee
buttheb
teamsar
unhappy
thescaleof

thechanges.Ferrarithreatened
tousetheirvetounlessasuitable
compromisewasreached.Inone
victoryfortheteam,ithasalready
beendecidedthatastandardbraking
systemfor2021hasbeenabandoned

topreventHamiltonfromusing
thetowtogetintothelead.As
Vettelpulledawayintotheleada
secondmessagetoLeclercstated:
“Sebastianwill letyoubynextlap.”

Butthencametheresponsefrom
Vettelwhichinstantlyconjured
memoriesof Malaysia2013when
herefusedtoobeythe‘Multi21’

ordertoyieldtohisthenteam-mate
MarkWebber.

“Iwouldhavegothimanyway,
butlet’sdoanothertwolapstobreak
away,”saidVettelfromthecockpit
of theleadingFerrari.Whenhis
engineerorderedhimtoletLeclerc
by,Vetteladded:“He’llhavetoclose
up,”knowingthatthedirtyairwould
compromiseLeclerc’sabilityto
stayincontention.Finallytheswap
happenedwhenLeclercpittedfour
lapsearlierthanVettelandonfresher
rubberheachievedthe‘undercut’
toemergeaheadof theGerman
whenhepitted.

Comingaweekafterthe
disappointmentof Singapore,
LeclercwasclearlyupsetatVettel’s
decisionmakingandwasasked
aftertheracewhetherthetrusthad
beenbroken.“Iwillalwaystrust
theteam,”washispointedreply.

Vettel refusedtomoveaside

4.RedBull faces
2020driverdilemma
Therewasafuriousbattleon-track
betweenlaps19and26of theRussian
GrandPrixwhichcouldhavebeena
standaloneshoot-outforthesecond
RedBullseatin2020.

Onlap23,ToroRosso’sPierreGasly

wasrunningninthwhilebehindhim
wasAlexAlbon–themanhe’dhad
togiveuphisRedBulldrivefor–and
followingin11thwasthesecondToro
Rossoof DaniilKvyat.Allthreehad
sufferedgridpenaltiesfollowingthe
upgradeof theirHondapowerunits
toensureapenalty-freeweekendat

GaslyintheToroRossoandRedBull’sAlbonbothhadapointtoprove

McLarenwas leadingMercedes

LKINGPOINTS FROMSOCHI

RomainGrosjean’sHaasendedup in thewall,this timeon lapone

Honda’s home race in Japan.
But Albon was forced to start

from the pitlane after a new floor
and gearbox was fitted to his Red
Bull after he crashed heavily during
qualifying. Albon blamed a gust
of wind for his Turn 13 shunt.

But rather like his performance
in China earlier in the season, he
put in a measured drive after a
qualifying smash and ultimately
finished the race in fifth place.

Gasly is hoping to convince Red
Bull he can win his seat back with a
strong finish to the year, but after a
robust defence of Albon in the race,
he ultimately made a mistake and
finished two places behind Kvyat,
14th at the flag.

RUSSIANGRANDPRIX
Circuit:Sochi AutodromLaps:53
Racedistance:192.476 milesLap:3.632 miles
Laprecord:1m35.761s, Lewis Hamilton, 2019
2018winner:Hamilton (Mercedes)
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CSCC to race on the Le Mans Bugatti circuit for the first time in the club’s history

Newly-crowned National FF1600 champion Martin sits out Brands Hatch series finale

The Classic Sports Car Club will  
race on the Le Mans Bugatti circuit 
next season for the first time in its 
16-year history with four 30-minute 
pitstop races.

Alongside its annual meeting at  
Spa, the CSCC has previously raced at 
French tracks Dijon and Magny-Cours.

The club will visit the current 
MotoGP venue across October 16-18 
2020, in what is thought to be a first  
for a UK club – offering all members, 
rather than just a single series,  

a chance to compete at the circuit.
CSCC director David Smitheram 

said: “We have been working with 
French organisers HVM Racing for 
three years to secure time at Le Mans. 
The track time is in huge demand with 
French clubs, so we are thrilled to offer 
this opportunity to our members.

“We’d love to be on the full 8.5-mile 
circuit but I’m not sure we’d be able  
to convince the French government  
to close the roads. Members are 
welcome to drive the Mulsanne 

straight in their tow cars, as long as 
they don’t race them!”

CSCC competitor Piers Masarati 
competed in the Le Mans 24 Hours 
twice, finishing sixth in the GT class  
in 2003 aboard a Porsche 911 GT3-RS.

He added: “It’s going to be something 
special for the drivers to experience the 
thrill of  a driver change in that pitlane.”

The four races at the former DTM 
and Formula 3000 venue will feature 
rolling starts for either one or two-
driver entries.

NewNationalFormulaFord1600
championRossMartinsatoutthefinal
meetingof seasonatBrandsHatchlast
weekendinordertoavoidjeopardising
histitlebyriskingdisqualification.

TheScothadmathematicallysecured
thecrowninthefinalraceatSilverstone
twoweeksearlier,subjecttobeingforced
tocarryanon-scoreforanypotential
exclusioninthefinalthreeraces.

Withdriversdroppingtheirfourworst
scores,thefactMartinhadonlyonenon-
finishplayedintohishands.“Itmeant
thatIcouldalwaysthinkabouttaking
Brandsoutof theequation,”hesaid.“It
isawesometobeherewiththeteam,but
watchingtheracing,Iwanttobeinit.”

The20-year-olddoesnotyethavefixed
plansfor2020,preferringtofocusonthe
remainderof thisseason.“Nextyear,

therearenoplansatall,”hesaid.
“Iwouldlovetocomebackanddoit
againbutyouhavegottomoveup.

“Ihavedonetwoyearsof Scottish
FormulaFord,andeventuallymadethe
jumptodothis.AndnowIwouldliketo
makethejumptodosomethingelse.”

MartinwillcompeteintheFestival
attheendof October,andpossiblythe
WalterHayesTrophyaweeklater.

By Graham Keilloh

Last year’s Formula Ford Festival
winner Josh Smith has confirmed
he will return to the Brands Hatch
event later this month with Oldfield
Motorsport to defend his crown.

Smith won last year’s Festival
driving for Oldfield after a dramatic
battle in the final with Niall Murray
and Oliver White.

Smith has not raced in Formula Ford
since reaching the final of the 2018
Walter Hayes Trophy shortly after his
Festival triumph. He subsequently
joined the McLaren Automotive Driver
Development Programme and in 2019
raced in the British GT Championship
for Tolman Motorsport in a McLaren
570S GT4. Paired with James Dorlin,

he finished sixth in the GT4 drivers’
standings and won the Brands Hatch
race in class.

Smith tested with Oldfield at
Brands last Friday in preparation
for his appearance in the Festival,
which takes place on October 26-27.

“James [Oldfield], my team boss,
was always wanting me to come back
and do it, and I wanted to do it anyway
just because I love Formula Ford
racing, it’s always close,” Smith said.

“Hopefully we’ll try and win it again
but we will not underestimate my
opponents by any means, or think it’s
going to be an easy ride.

“I’m approaching it with more of
a light-hearted attitude this time. But
it doesn’t mean to say I’m not going to
come here and do my best to win it.

[I expect to be] still at the front. I don’t
expect anything less, otherwise I
wouldn’t be doing it.”

Smith added that he is also considering
entering the other major Formula Ford
end-of-year event, Silverstone’s Walter
Hayes Trophy in November. “We might
potentially do the Walter Hayes,” he said.
“We’ll see how the Festival goes first.”

Festival organiser the BRSCC has
confirmed this year’s highest-placed
teenager will get a British Formula 4
Scholarship Assessment Day place in
November, with a chance to compete
for a £35,000 prize package towards
a 2020 F4 campaign. There will also be
a drivers’ race equipment prize draw
in each of the three heats, while the
Festival winner will receive hardware
from new event sponsor aimshop.com.

Photos: Gary Hawkins, Steve Jones

Smith tested his event-
winning car last week

Martin has been the 
driver to beat this year

British GT4 frontrunner will make a return to single-seaters at Brands showpiece

SMITH TO DEFEND HIS 
FFORD FESTIVAL CROWN

RACING NEWS

Festivalprep
Luke Cooper and Chris 
Middlehurst joined the National 
Formula Ford 1600 grid at Brands 
Hatch last weekend in preparation 
for the Formula Ford Festival at the 
end of October. Last year’s Combe 
champion Cooper made his first 
National outing of the season, taking 
victory in the first race. Historic Mini 
racer Middlehurst returned in a 
Team Dolan-run Van Diemen, 
managing a best result of sixth.

New Clio drivers
Last year’s Ginetta GT5 Challenge 
Am class champion Nick Halstead 
and former GT4 Supercup racer 
Paul Taylor made their Renault UK 
Clio Cup debuts at Silverstone last 
weekend. Halstead took a best 
finish of 10th, while Taylor took  
a ninth place in race two. Anton 
Spires, Nathan Edwards and Jade 
Edwards all returned to the series. 

Superkart champs
Two new champions were 
crowned at Anglesey recently as 
the British Superkart campaign 
drew to a close. After finishing 
second last year in the F250 
National class, Andy Bird switched 
to the Division 1 twin-cylinder 
category and took the title by 42 
points. In F250 National, Gareth 
James ended five-time champion 
Paul Platt’s run of success. 

Another TF title
British GT title-winning outfit TF 
Sport wrapped up the Blancpain 
GT Series Endurance Cup Pro-Am 
championship at Barcelona last 
weekend, as Charlie Eastwood, 
Ahmad Al Harthy and Salih Yoluc 
finished second in class. The trio 
had won their class at the Spa 24 
Hours with Nicki Thiim.
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French event will be 
open to all members

Ciaran Haggerty will return to the  
Formula Ford Festival at Brands Hatch  
next month after striking a deal to race with 
former team Graham Brunton Racing.

Haggerty last drove in the event in 2014 
after winning the Scottish Formula Ford 
1600 championship in his second year.

He then went on to drive for GBR in  
BRDC Formula 4 in 2015, before two 
seasons in the British GT4 championship.

“I’m really looking forward to getting  
back to the Festival, and back to my roots,” 
Haggerty said.

“I’ve had some great success with  
Graham in the past and we’ve stayed  
close ever since we did F4.”

Haggerty’s only experience of the  
Festival ended in disappointment after  
a late-race error, but he is determined  
to make amends this time around.

“I feel like I’ve got some unfinished 
business with this race,” he added. “In  
2014, I was running strongly in third,  
and was just waiting for the leaders to  
make a mistake, but I went off at Graham  
Hill Bend and finished 10th.

“That’s what makes the event so  
special, anything can happen and it’s  
such an adrenaline rush. I can’t wait to  
get back there.”

The Festival will be Haggerty’s first  
FF1600 race meeting for over a year, having 
last driven in the Scottish championship  
in a Graham Miller-run Mygale.

Haggerty will also make 
FF1600 comeback



O’Connell and Griffiths

Siddall made his UK debut in his Fiat 131 on the Trackrod

Edwards claimed second spot on the Trackrod Historic Cup last weekend in a Fiat 131

Gathercole’s fun
BritishWomen’sRacing Drivers’ 
Clubchairperson Lorraine 
Gathercole tackled two new 
challengeson the Trackrod 
HistoricCupwhen she made her 
forest rallyingdebut and rallied in 
thedark for the first time. Co-driven 
by fellowhistoric racer Martyn Donn, 
shedulycompleted the event as 
part of her build-up to competing on 
the Roger Albert Clark Rally in her 
Ford Escort Mk1.

Prescott special
Sunday’s entry for the Autumn 
Classic hillclimb at Prescott includes 
classes for American and American-
engined cars in deference to the 
event’s Anglo-American billing. 
Notable entries are the Chevrolet-
powered HWM Stovebolt Special 
of Simon Taylor and the 1965 
Chaparral 2A sports-racing car 
in the hands of Mark Hales.

Family affair
Father and son Steve and Joe 
Oade returned to forest rallying on 
the Trackrod Rally in the Ford Escort 
Mk1 once used as a hire car by XS 
Racing. The Mk1, registered ‘WAX’, 
was driven by Kim Baker before 
being sold and the Oades acquired it 
in May. After a couple of local events, 
the Holmfirth pair were third in class.

Clark’s glory
Jeremy Clark has retained his 70s 
Road Sports title in his Lotus Elan, 
with only the final race at Silverstone 
to come. The Norfolk racer, who has 
previously won titles in Formula Vee 
and Porsches, settled the matter at 
Brands Hatch 10 days ago when 
rival Adam Bagnall (Jaguar E-type) 
was absent after a car-damaging 
incident at the Oulton Park Gold Cup.

McLaren on show
On show at Prescott this weekend for 
the season-closing Autumn Classic 
will be a McLaren MP4/15 grand prix 
car from the 2000 season. The Adrian 
Newey-designed car was raced by 
Mika Hakkinen and David Coulthard 
and scored seven grand prix wins 
during the season. 

Hopkins in a TR7
Kris Hopkins debuted his recently- 
built Triumph TR7 V8 on the Trackrod 
Historic Cup but retired on Saturday 
morning after a non-damaging off. 
The V8 has been built from a two-litre 
automatic road car for use on the 
Roger Albert Clark Rally.

Astons at Combe
Two significant Le Mans Aston 
Martins will be on display at Castle 
Combe on Saturday, topped by 
DBR1/4, the car that finished second 
at Le Mans in 1959 when driven by 
Maurice Trintignant and Paul Frere. 
From the 1980s will be chassis 
number 004 of the Nimrod Group C 
project, which ran as high as third 
overall in 1982. Ray Mallock, one of 
the drivers in ’82, will be at the event 
racinghisFormula JuniorU2. 

HISTORICS

Rare Marcos to run
at Castle Combe

EDWARDS GETS IN RALLY GB PREPARATION IN FIAT 131
Aspartof hisbuild-upto
contestingWalesRallyGB
inaHyundaii20,current
BritishRallychampionMatt
Edwardsralliedahistoric-
specificationFiat131onthe
weekend’sTrackrodHistoric
Cupandfinishedsecond.

“ThisismytestforRally

GB,”jokedEdwardsashe
willnotgettoruninthe
HyundaibeforeWRGB
startsonThursday.

Edwardsralliedthe
PeterSmith-ownedFiat
onthesameeventayear
agoandwashelpingto
evaluatedevelopment

workontheRallySport
Developmentsproject.

“We’lldotheMaltonStages
inearlyNovemberaswell,”
saidEdwards.“It isgoodsee
howitisdeveloping,”hesaid
afterbattlingforvictorywith
MatthewRobinson’sFord
EscortMk2.

The one-off Marcos LM1800
that was entered for Le Mans in
1968 will be one of the features
when 60 years of Marcos sports
cars is celebrated during the
Castle Combe Autumn Classic
on Saturday.

The specially developed
two-litre Volvo-powered
LM1800 was entered for Le
Mans for Marcos founder
Jem Marsh and John Quick.
Sadly, the LM1800 did not
qualify for the race.

The LM1800, based on a
1966 chassis, has spent the
last 20 years in Sweden but
has recently returned to the
ownership of the Marsh family
after a gap of 50 years. Chris
Marsh, son of Jem, plans to
run some demonstration laps
at Castle Combe.

Historic Formula 2 battlers to finish the seaon on a Dijon battleground
AcehistoricracersMartin
O’ConnellandMilesGriffiths
willconcludeaseason-long
HistoricFormula2battleat
DijoninFrancethisweekend.

O’Connell(ChevronB40)and
Griffiths(RaltRT1)willtop
acapacitygridof 35carsplus
reservesforthe11thand12th
racesof arecord-breakingyear

forHistoricF2.Whilelocalace
RobertSimac(March712)and
MarkGoodyear(Lotus59)are
vyingtobeoveralltopscorer,
O’ConnellandGriffithsare
battlingfortheBruno
GiacomelliTrophyforthe
latertwo-litrecars.

Afteratroubledweekendat
Zandvoortwhenadetached

flywheelpromptedtwonon-
finishes,Griffithstrailsby17
pointsbut,with30available,
thecontestisstillwideopen.

Severaldriverswillbechasing
winsincludingMatthewWatts
(MartiniMK19/22),Martin
Stretton(March782),Matt
Wrigley(ChevronB42)and
DavidTomlin(RondelM1).

By Paul Lawrence

Andrew Siddall gave
his Fiat 131 a United
Kingdom rallying debut
on the Trackrod Rally as
a shakedown ahead of
contesting the Roger Albert
Clark Rally in November.

The strikingly-livered Fiat
has been reworked by the Dan
Sport team to suit Yorkshire-
based Siddall, who has
previously competed in Ford
Escorts and Datsun 240Zs.

Siddall first drove the car
competitively on the Midnight
Sun Rally in Sweden in July
but it had not been seen rallying
in the UK until the Trackrod
on Friday night and Saturday.

“This is really a shakedown
ahead of the Roger Albert
Clark Rally,” said Siddall, who
prefers longer endurance-style
rallies to one-day sprints. “It’s a
very nice car for gravel and it’s

bigger and heavier than an
Escort. But it doesn’t have the
same power as the top Escorts.
I think it will be absolutely
perfect for the Roger Albert
in November.”

The 131 has been built to FIA-
specification and has also been
created with a view to it being
used on longer events like Rally
Morocco and the New Zealand
Silver Fern. In 2018, Siddall
finished fifth historic on the
Silver Fern in his Escort Mk1.

Siddall, who has been rallying
for more than three decades in
total, came back into historic
rallying around a decade ago
after a sabbatical from the
sport. On the Trackrod he was
co-driven by the experienced
Phil Clarke but they took a
maximum in Dalby on Friday
night after getting wedged
on a bank. They rejoined on
Saturday to set encouraging
stage times.

DOWN THE PUB
SIMON WEBSTER
British Historic Rally 
Championship winner
Age: 61 Lives: Norwich

‘Gathercole swaps codes’
BWRDC head’s Ford Escort run, below

He’swontheBritish
Historic Rally 
Championship
“I’m so pleased that we’ve done it. 
It’s amazing! It’s an absolute relief 
and we’ve had to fight all the way. But 
we’ve had our fair share of luck this 
year. The rear axle that came off that 
car in Ireland – oh my goodnes s, 
it was literally bending in two.”

They had some lucky 
moments
“We’ve had one or two off-road 
excursions and my co-driver Jez 
Rogers had shouted at me and we 
got away with it. So we’ve had a bit 
of luck on our side. But you need a bit 
of luck to win a championship.”

The camaraderie was 
important
“It’s all about the people lined up here 
at the finish of the Trackrod Rally, the 
final round; the camaraderie in the 
championship and the fun we get 
with all these guys is just incredible. 
They are some very fast drivers and 
we are very proud to beat them. 
Some of these guys have been 
non-stop rallying for the last 30 years. 
I came back to rallying in 2011.”

He has a great team
“I’ve had an amazing team behind 
me with Frank Richer and the guys. 
Massive thanks are due to Frank 
and his guys; it is so appreciated. 
The enthusiasm they have for it – you 
don’t realise until you see the tears 
at the end of this rally. I feel very proud 
and humble that they put so much 
effort in and I really wanted to win it 
for the team.”

The co-driver was a key 
part
“The partnership with Jez Rogers is 
what has really brought us on this 
year. It doesn’t happen by accident. 
We spend a long time talking about 
the result and looking at our in-car 
and other people’s in-car. That’s 
where the speed has come from. 
I think when we are up and running 
we are now a match for the pace of 
people like Matthew Robinson and 
Nick Elliott.”

Photos: Paul and Ben Lawrence

Webster is the champion

IN BRIEF

Endurance-spec 131 is ready for Roger Albert Clark in November 
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Plato was second in
the opening race
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BTCC REPORT: SILVERSTONE

Toyota and Team Hard stole headlines, but the title battle is still wide open. By Matt James

T
he British Touring 
Car Championship 
title battle between 
WSR BMW 330i  
M Sport team-
mates Colin 
Turkington and 

Andrew Jordan almost took a  
back seat at Silverstone. 

The first two wins went the way of  Tom 
Ingram in the Speedworks Motorsport 
Toyota Corolla, while VW CC racer Jack 
Goff  took a sensational victory in a dry-
to-wet race in the final encounter to put 
Team Hard’s first triumph in the books.

Turkington took a fantastic second 
place in race two to help cement his 
advantage going into Brands Hatch’s 
showdown in 10 days’ time, while  
Team Dynamics Honda Civic Type R 
driver Dan Cammish outscored Jordan 
to keep the pressure on. There is plenty 
of  life left in this battle yet.

Race one
The compact layout of  the National 
circuit means that grid positions are 
settled by a matter of  hundredths of   
a second. That also means that the big 
success ballast, while not as much of   
a hindrance as at some other circuits, 
does have a significant effect.

WSR and its drivers Tom Oliphant  
and Turkington worked together to get  
a tow in qualifying but Turkington felt it 
had “saved his skin” as he was unhappy  
with the handling of  his car, which  
he had tried to tweak through the free 
practice sessions. He would line up in 
sixth spot with his 54kg of  ballast.

His team-mate Jordan, with 48kg,  
was paired with Stephen Jelley’s Team 
Parker Racing BMW 125i M Sport for a 
draft. But when Jelley’s car developed 
an alternator problem, that scuppered 
Jordan’s hopes and he was left in a  
lowly 14th.

Up front, the joy belonged to Jason 
Plato on a circuit which has traditionally 
suited the Power Maxed Racing Astra. 
He was just 0.06s faster than Chris 
Smiley (BTC Racing Honda Civic  

Type R FK8), with the Team Dynamics 
Honda Civic Type R FK8 of  Matt  
Neal and Ingram sharing row two. 

The other major player in the title 
hunt, Cammish in the Civic Type R, 
would line up in seventh spot after  
a strong effort with 42kg aboard.

A shower as the field lined up at the 
start of  the opener had all in a quandary, 
but slicks was the choice. Silverstone 
has been relaid with Tarmac since the 
last BTCC rounds at the Northampton 
track, and the question was how quickly 
it would dry. It did, but it took a while.

Plato got a peach of  a start to lead from 
the wheel-spinning Smiley, who was  
on the wetter side of  the track. That 
benefited Ingram, who leapt up to 
second spot after a move on Neal at 
Brooklands on lap one.

The top two set off  for a tense battle 
which would determine the outcome. 
Plato was pleased with his opening lap 
and put a 1.1s buffer on Ingram, who  
was on the medium tyres as opposed  
to the leader’s softs.

Once there was heat in the Dunlops, 
Ingram began to reel in his prey. By  
the fourth lap they were nose to tail.

“There was a small patch of  water  
on the inside at Luffield, and I could see 
Jason going in tight to the right-hander,” 
said Ingram. “I switched my line and 
took a wider entry to see if  it would  
work, and it did.”

Ingram got underneath the Vauxhall 
and powered alongside through 
Woodcote as the pair began lap five. 
After leaning on each other down the 
pits straight, the Corolla prevailed as 
they turned into Copse. 

Plato knew the game was up. “I just 
had no answer for Tom, he was faster,” 
said the double champion. “I was 
struggling a bit with the grip levels  
at Luffield and I wonder if  that was  
the difference in the tyre compounds  
we were running. He did me and that  
was that. The car wasn’t great all race,  
so we have work to do.”

Smiley was able to make up for his 
torrid start to regain a rostrum spot  

as he overtook Neal, who was  
struggling with the Dynamics car.  
He would eventually slip to sixth  
behind Smiley’s BTC team-mate  
Josh Cook and Oliphant’s BMW. 

Neal said: “We looked at the race before 
[the Porsche Carrera Cup GB], and we 
thought the track had dried enough  
so we took a gamble on the set-up. 

“We didn’t know how quickly the  
new surface here would dry out – but  
it didn’t dry fast enough and we had  
been too aggressive with our set-up.  
The first few laps were like an ice rink.”

It was worse for his team-mate 
Cammish, who was involved with an 
early brush with Jordan and dropped 
back to an eventual 11th. 

That might have been a nightmare for 
his title hopes, but it wasn’t – mainly 
thanks to the troubles affecting his 
points rivals. Turkington slithered 
around in the opening laps on the fringes 
of  the top 10 but an early spin, after 
contact with Rob Collard’s Power  
Maxed Astra, dropped him to 23rd. 

Thanks to the retirement of  others  
and some neat racecraft, he was able to 
claw his medium-tyred BMW back to 
14th, but that was a scant two points.

Jordan, on the softs, had fared better. 
He was in a bottleneck behind Neal  
to battle up to 11th but, on lap 12, 
dropkicked Tom Chilton (Motorbase 
Performance Ford Focus) to claim  
a top 10 spot. 

When the BMR Racing Subarus of   
Ash Sutton and Senna Proctor both 
suffered punctures, that promoted 
Jordan to what looked like an eventual 
eighth, just behind Mike Bushell 
(AmDTuning.com Honda Civic Type R). 
Chilton was overtaken for ninth on the 
last lap by Adam Morgan’s Ciceley 
Motorsport Mercedes-Benz A-Class.

There was a sting in the tail for  
Jordan, though, as the clerk of  the 
course assessed his contact with  
Chilton and determined that he was  
to blame. The officials issued him  
with a 6.6s penalty and that dropped  
him two places down the order to 10th.

INGRAM RAINS ON BMW’S PARADE
Race two
While Turkington would have been 
distraught to finish the opener and  
see his advantage at the head of  the  
table shrink from 10 points to six (after 
Jordan’s slap on the wrist), there was 
some consolation. Despite starting on 
row seven, the reigning champion had 
soft tyres and no ballast, while Jordan 
had the medium rubber and 12kg,  
going from 10th.

A rain shower (again) just before  
the start had teams in a dilemma again 
but all went for slicks. 

Ingram led into Copse from Plato  
and Smiley, but the top runners were 
about to go on a huge adventure. Firstly, 
Smiley dropped back to fifth to help out 
his closely following team-mate and 
points battler Cook, but that allowed 
Oliphant to jump into third place.

There was trouble coming for leader 
Ingram, though. As the pace went away 
from the Corolla on its softer rubber and 
Plato zeroed in, Oliphant was keen on 
making progress too. The BMW man 
looked to the inside of  Plato down the 
Wellington Straight on lap 10, and  
Plato went to defend. The Vauxhall  
then lunged for the inside of  the leader 
and nudged Ingram wide, which delayed 
the Astra and Oliphant cannoned into 
the side of  Plato.

As they emerged, Oliphant collected 
his moment faster than the others and 
claimed the lead from Ingram and Plato.

As the rain intensified, on lap 13, 
Morgan slipped out of  ninth spot and 
into the gravel at Becketts. That meant  
a safety car. 

Before they could reach the first safety 
car board, Cammish and Plato, who had 
been battling for third, got together at 
Brooklands. That allowed Turkington  
to slip up to a rostrum slot from Plato, 
while Cammish was delayed. 

In the race to the first caution period 
marker, Cammish and Jordan were toe-
to-toe and spent the entire three-lap slow 
train side-by-side (including contact at 
Brooklands), with neither willing to 
admit they hadn’t had the advantage 

when they reached the first yellow flag. 
The rain had intensified under the 

safety car, and it was treacherous stuff  
when the greens flew, particularly  
for the rear-wheel-drive cars. 

Oliphant had a little wobble at Copse  
at the get-go which allowed Ingram  
to reclaim first, while the BMW man  
was also on the look-out for his title 
chasing team-mates. 

Oliphant moved aside to let 
Turkington into second place at 
Becketts, and eventually slid down the 
order to seventh. The increasingly bad 
rain persuaded the officials to fly the red 
flag, which was something that victor 
Ingram wasn’t that keen on seeing.

“I was happy enough out there,” said 
the winner. “I love conditions like that 
where you are on tip-toes and trying to 
find the grip. It was an intense race and  
I am not really sure what happened in 
the contact between myself  and Plato 
earlier on. I had looked in my mirror  
and saw he was battling with a BMW 
behind, then all of  a sudden I got  
a nudge. Very strange.”

For Turkington, second place from 
14th on the grid and a bigger points  
lead than he had coming into the race 
thrilled him. “When you have been 
around the championship, you know 
there will be these crazy races,” said  
the three-time title winner. “My car  
was brilliant when it was shed of   
weight – the first time I had driven  
it like that all weekend – but I was 
fighting for my life when the rain  
came. I have to be pleased with that.”

Cammish survived to leapfrog Plato on 
the second lap of  green flag racing, and 
that sealed third place for him and did 
his championship hopes a world of  good. 

“That was an amazing race,” said 
Cammish, who had started 11th on the 
softer tyre, but was ballast-free. “It was 
one where everything just opened up  
in front of  me. I couldn’t do anything 
about Colin but I will take the points  
that gives me.”

He actually earned more points, 
because he was given an endorsement 



Ingram worked hard 
for two victories

Turkington (left) and Jordan (right) were battling hard in the last race

Whose line is it anyway? Oliphant,Plato and Ingram dispute race two

Jack Goff used an inspired tyre strategy to claimTeam Hard’s first win
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RESULTS
Round:1 Laps:22 Weather: drizzle
POS Q DRIVER CAR
1 4 TomIngram SpeedworksMotorsportToyotaCorollaGT6 21m40.695s
2 1 JasonPlato PowerMaxedRacingVauxhallAstra (S) 10 +4.312s
3 2 ChrisSmiley BTCRacingHondaCivicTypeR(S) +7.554s
4 9 JoshCook BTCRacingHondaCivicTypeR 4 +8.071s
5 5 TomOliphant WSRBMW330iMSport (S) +13.265s
6 3 MattNeal TeamDynamicsHondaCivicTypeR 8 +14.028s
7 13 MikeBushell AmDTuningHondaCivicTypeR(S) +16.886s
8 23 AdamMorgan CiceleyMotorsportMercedesA-Class (S) +23.676s
9 11 TomChilton MotorbasePerformanceFordFocusRS(S)10 +23.926s
10 14 AndrewJordan WSRBMW330iMSport (S) 2 +23.987s

11 (7) Dan Cammish (Team Dynamics Honda Civic Type R) (42kg) +24.064s; 12 (17) Rob Collard (Power Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra)
(S) +24.119s; 13 (21) Matt Simpson (Simpson Racing Honda Civic Type R) +24.384s; 14 (6) Colin Turkington (WSR BMW 330i M
Sport) (54kg) +25.716s; 15 (12) Rory Butcher (AmD Tuning Honda Civic Type R) (30kg) +27.963s; 16 (22) Jake Hill (Trade Price
Cars Racing Audi S3 Saloon) +28.903s; 17 (15) Jack Goff (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) (S) +29.617s; 18 (18) Ollie Jackson
(Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS) (S) +30.127s; 19 (19) Aiden Moffat (Laser Tools Racing Infiniti Q50) (S) +30.991s; 20
(16) Michael Caine (Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS) (45kg) +31.217s; 21 (30) Sam Osborne (Excelr8 Motorsport MG6)
+34.709s; 22 (29) Rob Smith (Excelr8 Motorsport MG6) +36.586s; 23 (27) Carl Boardley (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) (S)
+37.116s; 24 (8) Ash Sutton (BMR Racing Subaru Levorg) (S) (18kg) -1 lap; 25 (10) Senna Proctor (BMR Racing Subaru Levorg)
(S) -1 lap; 26 (25) Daniel Rowbottom (Ciceley Motorsport Mercedes A-Class) (S) -3 laps; R (20) Bobby Thompson (Team Hard
Volkswagen CC) (S) 15 laps/damage; R (26) Stephen Jelley (Team Parker Racing BMW 125i M Sport) 8 laps/damage; R (28) Mark
Blundell (Trade Price Cars Racing Audi S3 Saloon) 8 laps/damage; R (24) Michael Crees (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) 5 laps/battery
failure. Pole position: Plato 57.430s (102.83mph). Winner’s average speed: 99.88mph. Fastest lap: Sutton 57.967s
(101.88mph). (S) = soft tyre.

Round:2Laps:19
Weather:drizzle
POS Q DRIVER TIME
1 1 Ingram(S) 1 20m26.815s
2 14 Turkington (S) +1.021s
3 11 Cammish (S) +1.424s
4 2 Plato 2 +2.543s
5 4 Cook 4 +3.956s
6 3 Smiley 3 +4.431s
7 5 Oliphant 5 +4.910s
8 10 Jordan 10 +5.116s
9 7 Bushell 7 +5.334s
10 13 Simpson(S) +6.777s

11(24)Sutton+7.277s;12(20)Caine(S)+7.930s;13(27)Thompson
+8.056s;14(18)Jackson+8.478s;15(25)Proctor+8.573s;16(16)Hill
+9.265s;17(26)Rowbottom+9.451s;18(29)Blundell+10.258s;19
(30)Crees(S)+10.266s;20(9)Chilton(6kg)+12.280s;21(17)Goff-1
lap;22(22)Smith-1lap;R(23)Boardley+48.514s/suspension;R(28)
Jelley13laps/damage;R(8)Morgan(6kg)12laps/spin;NC(12)Collard
12laps/damage;R(15)Butcher(S)11laps/damage;R(6)Neal(S)
(24kg)11laps/puncture;NC(19)Moffat11laps/propshaft;R(21)
Osborne2laps/contact-brokensteering.
Winner’saveragespeed:91.46mph.Fastestlap:Turkington57.687s
(102.37mph).(S)=softtyre.

Round:3Laps:25
Weather: dry but getting wetter
POS Q DRIVER TIME
1 21 Goff 28m22.240s
2 29 Moffat +7.300s
3 28 Neal +13.968s
4 5 Oliphant 7 +25.596s
5 20 Chilton +26.295s
6 8 Plato 4 +29.883s
7 10 Turkington 2 +30.020s
8 4 Jordan 8 +33.061s
9 19 Crees +35.424s
10 13 Thompson +37.015s

11(16)Hill(S)+40.813s;12(9)Cammish(42kg)+43.527s;13(18)
Blundell(S)+44.108s;14(22)Smith(S)+49.349s;15(1)Sutton
+50.344s;16(27)Butcher+1m02.332s;17(3)Bushell(6kg)
+1m02.687s;18(12)Caine+1m03.456s;19(14)Jackson
+1m12.292s;20(30)Osborne(S)-1lap;21(26)Collard-1lap;22(11)
Ingram(54kg)-2laps;23(24)Jelley(S)-2laps;R(25)Morgan21laps/
damage; NC(15)Proctor20laps/pitstop-running;NC(7)Cook(S)
(30kg)20laps/damage-pitstop;R(6)Smiley(24kg)10laps/lostpower;
R(17)Rowbottom8laps/damage;R(2)Simpson(6kg)0laps/spin;R
(23)Boardley0laps/batteryfailure.
Winner’saveragespeed:86.73mph.Fastestlap:Goff1m02.760s
(94.09mph).

24kg6 18kg7 12kg8 6kg9 6kg10
RACE SUCCESS
BALLAST

54kg1 48kg2 42kg3 36kg4 30kg5

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
DRIVERS

POS DRIVER PTS
1 ColinTurkington 297
2 DanCammish 281
3 AndrewJordan 280
4 JoshCook 263
5 TomIngram 236
6 RoryButcher 228
7 JasonPlato 205
8 MattNeal 199
9 AshSutton 191
10 TomChilton 174

11TomOliphant171;12AdamMorgan148;13SamTordoff147;14
ChrisSmiley132;15JakeHill126;16RobCollard117;17Stephen
Jelley84;18AidenMoffat80;19OllieJackson57;20SennaProctor
44;21JackGoff40;22BobbyThompson34;23MattSimpson33;
24MikeBushell17;25MichaelCrees11;26MarkBlundell5;27
DanielRowbottom4;28MichaelCaine4;29CarlBoardley3;30Sam
Osborne2;31RobSmith2.

INDEPENDENTS
POS DRIVER PTS
1 Cook 373
2 Butcher 351
3 Chilton 289
4 Hill 262
5 Tordoff 256
6 Morgan 248
7 Smiley 247
8 Moffat 214
9 Jackson 199
10 Jelley 185

11Thompson137;12Simpson136;13Goff132;14Rowbottom
109;15Boardley75;16Smith71;17Blundell57;18Crees55;19
NicolasHamilton37;20Bushell36;21Osborne35;22Caine20.

JACK SEARSTROPHY
POS DRIVER PTS
1 Butcher 460
2 Oliphant 449
3 Thompson 293
4 Rowbottom 279
5 Smith 249
6 Crees 220
7 Boardley 209
8 Blundell 208
9 Osborne 192
10 Hamilton 183

RACE FACTS

TIME

Jackson (l) suffered a hit from Butcher

‘Bushell shone in race three’
Rob Austin’s driver ratings, page 32 ROUNDS

and three marks on his race licence for 
his brush with Jordan under the safety 
car and he was also relieved of  £1500.

Plato followed in fourth from the 
BTC duo of  Cook and Smiley. Behind 
Oliphant, Jordan claimed a battered 
eighth spot. 

Bushell continued his superb 
weekend with ninth place from 
Matt Simpson (Simpson Racing 
Honda Civic Type R), while Sutton’s 
burn from 24th on the grid to 11th was 
rewarded with pole position for the 
reversed-grid race three.

Race three
If  the script for the second race at 
Silverstone had been barmy enough, 
race three had it all. It was the first in 
the NGTC era of  the BTCC that most 
of  the frontrunners were forced to 
pit midway through for a tyre swap 
as rain intensified and it was the 
strategy call – and the pitwork – 
that was able to win the day.

As is so often the case, it was the 
driver who was bold enough to
 make the decision first who was 
the biggest winner, and that person 
was Goff. He had seen the rain 
intensifying on the out-lap, and 
he darted for the pits.

Goff  said: “My dad was on the 
radio and he said ‘we are doing it’. 
So I did. I really wasn’t sure it was 
the right call.”

It was a bold gamble, but even he 
thought it was a step too far when, 
at the end of  three laps, the safety 
car was called for.

Goff  said: “I figured I was in real 
trouble then – I knew that the others 
would take the option to pit too, 
and then they would gradually 
reel me in.”

When he returned to the track, and 
amid the confusion of  those who had 
stopped and those who hadn’t, the VW 
CC driver was battling with Sutton’s 
Subaru. The BMR Racing driver had 
pitted at the end of  lap five, which was 
when the safety car was still out. 

However, the adjustments to the 
estate-shaped car took longer than 
some of  his rival machines and he was 
held at the pitlane exit as the queue 
went past, which meant he lost a lap.

He had prodigious pace and was able 
to battle ahead of  Goff, but the leader 
was unaware that the Subaru was a 
lap down. He hit the front on lap 14 
and, with a bit of  luck, stayed there.

“I tried to keep with Sutton because 
I knew I was still in the hunt 
somewhere, but I locked up and I 
nearly went off,” said Goff. “I backed 
it off  and then, over the last five laps, 
the windscreen started misting up 
and I couldn’t see a thing. I was looking 
through a 50p-sized hole in the screen, 
which was all the vision I had. But 
what a result.”

In second place was another of  the 
early gamblers on a change to wets. 
Aiden Moffat started from the back 
row after propshaft failure in race two 
with the Laser Tools Racing Infiniti 
Q50. There was nothing for him to lose 
by an early swap of  Dunlops, and he 
came in at the end of  lap two. That 
was just as the safety car was brought 
out, and he was in prime position to 
capitalise as those around him either 
pitted or the slick-tyred runners felt 
the pain of  no grip. 

Moffat had actually worked his way 
ahead of  Goff  as the pair battled up 
the order but the eventual winner 
restored the order going into Becketts 
on lap 11. Moffat survived what 
he described as “a brown trouser 
moment” when he spun at Copse on 
lap 14 but, despite slipping to fourth 
as a result, he was back in second by 
the end of  the tour. 

“That was the first time I have 
driven a rear-wheel-drive car in the 
wet,” explained the 23-year-old. 
“We just chucked a set-up at it. 
I joked to the boys beforehand that 
I would probably be the one spinning 
down the track, and I was! But 
thankfully we got it back together.”

In an eventual third was Neal, who 

had opted for his tyre swap at the end 
of  lap four, but he wasn’t sure it had 
been the correct call. “I told the lads 
I thought it was marginal, because the 
others were still getting away at that 
point, but it worked out,” he said. 
“As I was climbing back through the 
order, I got to [team-mate and title 
hopeful] Cammish and wondered if  
I should sit and protect his position. 
But the differential in grip was so 
much that I simply couldn’t.”

Cammish persevered on the slicks 
and eventually finished 12th, which 
meant he has lost ground in the title 
chase to Turkington, who was seventh, 
and Jordan, who was eighth. They 
followed Oliphant, Chilton and Plato 
across the line.

The BMW pair had stopped a 
lap apart on laps three and four. 
Turkington, who had been further back 
on track in the opening exchanges, 
watched what was going on ahead. 

He said: “I saw Oliphant and Jordan 
dive in, and I was wondering if  the team 
would be able to cope with three in all at 
the same time, so I stayed out. It was a 
lap longer than I wanted to be honest, 
but I had to do it.”

When the Northern Irishman 
returned to the competition, he and 
Jordan, desperate to limit the points 
swing between them, were toe-to-toe. 
Turkington’s car showed some battle 
scars afterwards, but he was sanguine. 
He said: “We are both fighting for this 
title, and we wanted the points. There 
was a bit of  rubbing, but that is how 
desperate we both are.”

Jordan was equally fine with the 
battle: “There is nothing left on the 
table at this point, but we are both 
professionals.”

They are, and they will go to Brands 
Hatch in 10 days’ time with 17 points 
between them. They are not, however, 
1-2 in the table as Cammish has snuck 
one mark in front of  Jordan. 

The prospects for the three-race 
showdown in Kent are already 
lip-smacking. 

SILVERSTONE
Where: Silverstone, 
Northamptonshire 
First BTCC round: 1959
Lap length: 1.64 miles
Qualifying lap record: 
Jason Plato 57.430 (2019) 
Race lap record:  Colin Turkington 
57.687s (2019)

11 Caine 41.
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STAR DRIVER MAGIC INGREDIENT

Hamperedby
thesameset-up
misjudgement
ashis team-mate
in theopener,
butcameon
strong in race
twoforapodium
finishbefore
strugglingon thewrongtyres in
race three.Hewas,however,
secondof theslick-shodcarsand
hasmoveduptosecond in the
championshippointschase.
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Hadgoodpace
onSaturday
andwas faster
than team-mate
Cammish.His
teammisjudged
theconditions
andset-up for
the first racebut
Nealcameonstronglyas the track
dried forsixthplace.Contact in
race tworesulted inaDNFbut
hesalvagedapodiumthanks to
aclever tyrechoice in the finale.

Jordanpushed
hardallweekend
butnothing
seemedtobe
goinghisway.
Heoutscoredhis
championship
rivals in the
opener.Thatwas
thehighlightofhisdayashe lost
out in thenext twoandshipped
ground in thechampionship
chase. It’snotoveryet,buthewill
bedisappointedwithhisweekend.

Photo: Jakob Ebrey

After a 
misjudgement 
in race one which 
caused a spin, 
it looked like it 
was going to 
be a bad day 
for the reigning 
champion but, 
in very difficult conditions 
throughout the day, he still 
somehow managed to outscore 
his main rivals to extend his 
points  lead. 

Morgan started 
23rd after a 
broken gear lever 
in qualifying. 
There was 
a glimmer 
of hope as he 
recovered well 
in race one to work his way up to 
eighth position but, from there, he 
spent the rest of the day in the wars. 
He spun into the gravel in the second 
race of the day and then was mired in 
the damaging dogfights in race three.

It was looking like 
it was going to be 
an anonymous 
weekend for 
Chilton with 
a ninth in race 
one and being 
unfortunate to 
collect debris in 
race two which resulted in a 
pitstop and a lowly finish of 20th. 
However, he made the right call 
in the final race and recovered his 
weekend with a strong fifth place. 

The Subaru had 
more pace at 
Silverstone than 
many expected 
and his qualifying 
performance was 
superb but the 
team was too 
greedy on set-up 
which resulted in a puncture in the 
opener. A superb recovery and the 
reversed-grid draw earned him a 
pole for the finale. He was unlucky 
with the weather as in the dry he 
had the pace for a potential win.

The new Toyota 
Corolla had 
good pace this 
weekend and 
Ingram qualified 
well but Sunday 
was his day. His 
pace in the tricky 
conditions of both 
race one and two made the 
difference to earn him a double 
victory. He was unlucky to be 
collected through no fault of his 
own in race three. 

We don’t need to 
mention anything 
prior to race three 
where he was 
among the first 
to make the call 
to switch to wet 
tyres. It wasn’t just 
the tyre call: this 
was his first time in a rear-wheel-
drive car in the wet, the first time 
the car had run in the wet. His 
pace was impressive. He landed 
Infiniti’s first BTCC podium. 

Although the 
FK2 Honda has 
never thrived here, 
after his pace at 
Knockhill, it was 
still surprising not 
to see Butcher 
in the mix. It was 
an anonymous 
weekend for him which was further 
hindered by a DNF through contact 
in race two. The weekend has, 
sadly, left him out of overall 
championship contention.

In only his second 
weekend this year, 
and at a track that 
the FK2 Civic 
traditionally 
struggles on, 
Bushell was 
consistently 
inside the top 10 
and looked set for something 
special in race three. Perhaps, 
having got himself in to such 
a good position, he was too 
reluctant to pit for wets... 

Off the back of 
his first win, Hill 
would have been 
hoping for more 
this weekend. 
The highlight of 
came in race three 
where he excelled 
on slick tyres and 
a wet circuit and 
was working his way forward well 
until the cars on wets came past. 
He may have only finished 11th 
but he won the slick-shod race. 

Plato was on 
stunning form 
on Saturday and 
managed to claim 
his first pole of 
2019. The soft 
Dunlops threw 
the balance of his 
Vauxhall in the 
opener but drove well to maintain 
second. A minor tangle with Ingram 
cost him a podium in race two but a 
fourth topped off with sixth in the 
finale is a pretty good day.

JACK GOFF
Goff was among the first drivers to contest the British Touring Car Championship for Team Hard. Over the years, with four cars 
and multiple mid-season changes, the team has been through a considerable number of drivers but, all along, Goff was its man. 
He is now the first driver to take the Kent-based operation to the top step of the podium.  

SILVERSTONE IN SEPTEMBER
Not that the British Touring Car Championship actually needs any livening up – it’s hard enough to keep up with at times 
anyway – but, thanks to the weather, there wasn’t a moment when something wasn’t happening during all three of the races. 
It’s spiced up the championship nicely too. 

JOSH
COOK

BTCRacingHonda

8/10

Cook qualified 
better than his 
recent Saturday 
form and put in 
two strong races 
to keep his title 
hopes alive. In the 
final encounter 
he looked set to 
make a big dent in his points deficit. 
He was unfortunate when minor 
contact had dire consequences 
and his championship chances 
now are purely mathematical. 

Goff has had a 
tough year but 
his opportunity to 
shine came in the 
final race of the 
day. He was, by 
far, the first to 
make the call and 
get himself on the 
right tyres which gave him the 
opportunity but it was more than 
that: he genuinely had impressive 
pace and he used it brilliantly to 
take his first win of the season.

EXCLUSIVE ANALYSIS BY ROB AUSTI
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Foster (l) had a strong F4 weekend
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BritishFormula4
By Graham Keilloh

ZaneMaloneyandSebastianAlvarez
willheadtoBritishFormula4’sBrands
Hatchfinaleinafortnightasjointpoints
leadersaftertheysensationallycollided
inSilverstone’sthirdrace.While,after
astrongweekend,LouisFosterstillhas
anoutsidetitleshot.

FostertooktwoSilverstonewins
andathirdplace,andwaspacesetter
inwetanddry.Onlyarace-twoincident,
whereinhewasaninnocentvictim,
deniedhimapossibleperfectweekend.

“I’mnotgoingtofocusonthenegatives
toomuch,butif wedidn’thavethat
contactinracetwoweprobablywould
havehadthetriple,”Fostersaid.“Idon’t
knowwhy,butwealwaysseemtogowell
[atSilverstone].

“BrandsHatchismyfavouritecircuit–

thechampionship’sopennow.We’re
still30pointsbehind;we’regoingtoneed
luck.Butyoucreateyourownluckandif
wegoquickwe’llcreatesomeof ours.”

Fostertookalights-to-flagSilverstone
raceonevictorywhileMaloney,wholed
thechampionshippre-weekend,lockedup
andranwideatBeckettsonlaponewhile
challengingJoshSkeltonforsecond.This
droppedMaloneytosixthandletAlvarez–
whoenteredtheevent15pointsshyof him
–takeadvantagetomoveuptosecond,
wherehestayedfortherace’sremainder.
Maloneyonlyrecoveredtofifth.

Alvarezmademorepointshayby
winningadampracetwo.Herose
withintwolapsfromstartingfifthon
thereversedgridtoaleadhedidn’tlose,
keepingMaloneyatarm’slengthin
second.Maloneyreckonedhehad
understeerfromfrontwingdamageafter
nudgingCarterWilliamsatBrooklands

Ginetta GT4 Supercup
By Graham Keilloh

Harry King was the beneficiary in
the three-way Ginetta GT4 Supercup
championship fight at Silverstone,
taking two wins and a second while
his rivals, Will Burns and Tom Hibbert,
had mixed weekends. It means King
heads to Brands Hatch’s season-closer
seven points ahead of Burns.

“Of course I would have liked to have

done the triple and had the stats, but
two wins and a second place is really
good,” King said. “He’s [Burns] had
an unfortunate weekend but so have
we in the previous races this year.
We went well at Brands Hatch last
year – I look forward to it.”

King dominated the first two
Silverstone races from pole, delighted
with his handling, while in race one
Burns and Hibbert finished 17th and
seventh respectively after colliding at

Becketts when disputing second.
Burns recovered to second place

in race two, helped by two ahead –
including third-placed Hibbert –
picking up track-limits penalties.
In the reversed-grid race three, King
rose from starting fifth to lead by
halfway around the first lap. Hibbert
passed him at Luffield at half-distance
to win, and King beat Burns for second
after a thrilling place-swapping battle
on the final lap.

RenaultUKClioCup
By Stephen Lickorish

Itwasalwaysgoingtohappen.With
thetopfivecarsinthesecondRenault
UKClioCupraceallrunningsoclose
together,contactwasinevitable.And
itwasMaxCoateswhowasagainon
thereceivingend.

AfterJackYoungpasseddouble
polesitterBrettLidseyatLuffieldearly
on,hewasunabletobreakawayfrom
thechasingpack.Andmatterscame
toaheadthreelapsfromtheendwhen
JadeEdwardsattemptedtopassCoates
ontheinsideintoBrooklandsbutslight
contactbrokehersteeringwithCoates
andLidseygettingwipedout.

“If shewantedtoovertakemethere
wasagapontheinside,”saidCoates.
“Ihitthebrakesandshewentinto
thebackof me.It’sveryfrustrating
butthepressure’sallonJacknow.”

Aftertakingwhatbecamea
comfortablewin,Youngnowhas
a15-pointleadinthetitleraceover
arch-rivalCoates.

Theopenerwasjustasclosebutit
wasLidseywhoclaimedhismaiden
winasheescapedatusslebetween
Young,CoatesandJamieBond.That
wasdecidedwhenYoungclippedthe
kerbatBecketts, launchinghiscar
ontotwowheelsandlettingCoates
andBondthrough.

“I’moverthemoon,”saidLidsey.
“AtKnockhill, themistakethatcost
meP2reallyhurtmecominghome.
IwantedtomakesureIdidn’tmake
thatsamemistakeagain.”

Hedidnotbuthiseliminationin
racetwomeanshehasnowdropped
outof thetitlepicture.

PorscheCarreraCupGB
By Stephen Lickorish

WhenPro-AmracerKarlLeonard
qualified thirdoverallafteradry
session, itwasclear thiswasgoing
tobeatopsy-turvyPorscheCarrera
CupGBevent.

Buttheunusualresultswerenotenough
topreventPorscheJuniorDanHarper
sealingthetitlewiththreeracestospare.

AswithCroftearlierintheseason,where
Leonardtookanoverallracewin,rainwas
thecauseof therandomness.Afterfour
lapsof theopener,theorderwasheadedby
thereturningRossWylie,withAmdrivers
JustinSherwood(wholatersealedtheclass
title)andPeterKyle-Henneysecondand
third,GeorgeGamblefourth,anddebutants
AaronMasonandLuckyKheracompleting
thetopsix.Allof thesedrivershadchosen
tousewettyresonatrackfarfromdryafter

earlierrain,Gambleoptingtoswitchfrom
slicksattheendof theformationlap.

GambledulywentontopasstheAms
andgrabbedtheleadfromWylieat
Brooklandsonlap18of the28,ashe
tookanimpressivewin.

“Onthewarm-uplapIcouldn’tgetany
heatinthetyres,”Gambleexplained.
“Ijustthoughtatthelast-minuteIwould
diveintothepitsanditpaidoff. It justdidn’t
dryoutandImanagedtobuildagap.”

Of theslick-shodrunners,Harperand
2014championJoshWebsterhadabrilliant
battlethroughout,withHarperedgingclear
lateontotakeseventhandthirdinthePro
class–morethanenoughtosecurethetitle.

“Withinalaptheguyswhostartedon
wetsfurtherbackwereaheadsoitwas
hardtokeepcalmandstayoutof trouble
becausetheyhadsomuchpace,”saidthe
newchampion.“Itwasgreatfunbattling
withJoshandIwasjustmakingsure

nothingwentwrong.
“It’saveryspecialfeeling–itfeelslikea

longtimesinceIwasachampion!Porsche
gavemeatopopportunityanditwasnice
topaythemback,thepressurewason.”

Gamblestartedsixthonthepartially
reversed-gridforracetwobutitdidn’t
takehimlongtopasspolesitterKhera
andtakethelead,goingontotakeanother
winandcompleteaperfectweekend.

“Itwasabrilliantrace–Ijustwentforit
andgotthegap,”saidadelightedGamble.

Butthedriverof theracehadtobe
returningchampionTioEllinas.After
contactputhimoutof theopener,he
starteddownin17th.Butthatdidn’tstop
himfromsurgingthroughtheorder,
grabbingsecondwithabolddivedown
theinsideof HarperatBrooklands.

WebsterpassedHarpertoobutitdidn’t
matter–theteenagerhadalreadydonethe
hardworkintheopeningsixweekends.

GinettaJunior
By Stephen Lickorish

JamesTaylorhadn’t taken
aGinettaJuniorwinsince
DoningtonParkinApril.But
hegrabbedtwoatSilverstone
amidcontroversial
circumstances.

Thefirstwasachievedin
racetwowhenhewaspartof
athrillingleadbattlethatalso
includedJamesHedley,Gus
BurtonandLorcanHanafin.

“I lost theleadthreetimes
andmanagedtoget itback,”
saidadelightedTaylor,who
admittedhewasstartingto
doubthimself afteratough
middlechunkof theseason.
“WhenIhadthemcomeup
behindmeIwasjustholding
onfordearlife.”

Taylorledformuchof the
finaletoobut,astheclock
randown,Hanafinsqueezed
aheadatLuffield.Taylorthen
foughtbackatWoodcoteto
narrowlyreclaimtheleadand
thebattlingcontinuedonthe
‘final’ tourwithWillMartin
seeminglythewinner.Butit
turnedoutTaylorhadcrossed
thelinefractionsof asecond
aftertheclockwenttozero,
andhewashandedthevictory.

Martindidwintheopener
though,afterHanafinand
Burtonreceivedtracklimits
penalties,points leaderHedley
wentoff atBeckettsandEthan
Brooksspunoutof thelead
withsuspectedbraketrouble.

Scores are level as rivals Maloney and Alvarez collide

King reigns supreme at Silverstone as he reclaims the GT4 Supercup advantage

Coates punted out as
Young takes points lead

Taylor ends long win
drought with a double

SUPPORTS

Porsche Carrera Cup GB  
(28 laps) 1 George Gamble 
(Redline); 2 Ross Wylie (In2 
Racing) +7.703s; 3 Justin 
Sherwood (Parker); 4 Aaron 
Mason (Brookspeed); 5 Peter 
Kyle-Henney (In2 Racing);  
6 Lucky Khera (Parker). Fastest 
lap Gamble 59.765s (98.81mph). 
Pole Daniel Harper (JTR). 
Starters 22. Race 2 (28 laps)  
1 Gamble; 2 Tio Ellinas (Redline) 
+1.778s; 3 Josh Webster 
(Parker); 4 Harper; 5 Wylie;  
6 Tom Roche (Rob Boston).  
FL Gamble 59.406s (99.41mph). 
P Khera. S 22. Points (after 
14/16 rounds) 1 Harper 141;  
2 Gamble 95; 3 Webster 94;  
4 Lewis Plato (Motorbase) 87;  
5 Dan Vaughan (Motorbase) 49; 
6 Seb Perez (Redline) 47.

Ginetta Junior (11 laps)  
1 Will Martin (Richardson 
Racing); 2 Zak O’Sullivan  
(R Racing) +0.335s; 3 James 
Taylor (Elite Motorsport);  
4 Lorcan Hanafin (Douglas 
Motorsport); 5 Aston Millar  
(R Racing); 6 Gustav Burton 
(Douglas). FL Hanafin 1m11.168s 
(82.98mph). P James Hedley 
(Elite). S 23. Race 2 (14 laps)  
1 Taylor; 2 Hanafin +1.183s;  
3 Burton; 4 Hedley; 5 O’Sullivan; 
6 Martin. FL Hanafin 1m15.220s 
(78.51mph). P Hedley. S 23. 
Race 3 (14 laps) 1 Taylor;  
2 Hanafin +0.020s; 3 Burton;  
4 Hedley; 5 Martin; 6 Joel 
Pearson (R Racing). FL Hedley 
1m14.836s (78.91mph). P Taylor. 
S 23. Points (after 23/26 
rounds) 1 Hedley 603; 2 
O’Sullivan 543; 3 Martin 468; 4 
Casper Stevenson (Richardson) 
402; 5 Hanafin 397; 6 Taylor 383. 

Renault UK Clio Cup  
(18 laps) 1 Brett Lidsey  
(MRM); 2 Max Coates (Team 
Hard) +1.344s; 3 Jamie Bond 
(Team Hard); 4 Jack Young 
(MRM); 5 Ben Colburn 
(Westbourne Motorsport); 6 
Anton Spires (Westbourne). FL 
Young 1m04.141s (92.07mph).  
P Lidsey. S 14. Race 2  
(18 laps) 1 Young; 2 Colburn 
+1.540s; 3 Ethan Hammerton 
(Team Hard); 4 Spires; 5 Bond;  
6 Finlay Robinson (Westbourne). 
FL Colburn 1m04.593s 
(91.42mph). P Lidsey. S 14. 
Points (after 16/18 rounds)  
1 Young 330; 2 Coates 315;  
3 Bond 284; 4 Lidsey 262; 5 
Hammerton 226; 6 Colburn 225.

British Formula 4 (22 laps)  
1 Louis Foster (Double R);  
2 Sebastian Alvarez (Double R) 
+1.313s; 3 Josh Skelton  
(JHR Developments); 4 Carter 
Williams (JHR); 5 Zane Maloney 
(Carlin); 6 Alex Connor (Arden). 
FL Foster 56.398s (104.71mph). 
P Foster. S 15. Race 2 (19 laps)  
1 Alvarez; 2 Maloney +1.243s;  
3 Foster; 4 Roberto Faria 
(Fortec); 5 Bart Horsten (Arden); 
6 Luke Browning (Richardson). 
FL Foster 1m02.706s 
(94.18mph). P Connor. S 15. 
Race 3 (17 laps) 1 Foster;  
2 Horsten +1.365s; 3 Browning; 
4 Skelton; 5 Christopher Lulham 
(Fortec); 6 Tommy Foster 
(Arden). FL L Foster 1m01.213s 
(96.47mph). P Foster. S 15. 
Points (after 27/30 rounds)  
1 Maloney 367; 2 Alvarez 367;  
3 L Foster 337; 4 Skelton 307.5; 
5 Horsten 237.5; 6 Williams 218.

Ginetta GT4 Supercup  
(16 laps) 1 Harry King (Elite);  
2 Simon Rudd (Rob Boston 
Racing) +4.369s; 3 Carlito 
Miracco (Privateer); 4 Reece 
Somerfield (Elite); 5 Alan 
Henderson (AK Motorsport);  
6 Fin Green (Rob Boston). FL 
Tom Hibbert (Triple M) 57.498s 
(102.71mph). P King. S 20. Race 
2 (25 laps) 1 King; 2 Will Burns 
(Rob Boston) +6.476s; 3 Hibbert; 
4 Somerfield; 5 Henderson;  
6 Miracco. FL King 57.683s 
(102.38mph). P King. S 20. Race 
3 (22 laps) 1 Hibbert; 2 King 
+2.598s; 3 Burns; 4 Somerfield; 
5 Henderson; 6 Green. FL Burns 
58.094s (101.65mph). P 
Henderson. S 20. Points (after 
20/23 rounds) 1 King 529; 2 
Burns 522; 3 Hibbert 483; 4 
Somerfield 382; 5 Miracco 331;  
6 Michael Epps (Team Hard) 262.

Gamble takes a double win after inspired tyre call in changeable conditions

Gamble won the races but 
Harper (r) took the crown

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

‘More bad luck for Coates’
Renault UK Clio Cup, below

HARPER CROWNED AS 
GEORGE’S GAMBLE PAYS OFF

on lap one, spinning Williams into  
Foster. Foster then recovered from 14th  
to finish third, despite contact with Alex 
Connor when taking the place, leaving 
Connor in the Becketts gravel.

Foster again dominated race three,  
held in variable weather. Alvarez tried to 
pass Maloney for second at half-distance, 
getting alongside on the outside of  
Brooklands. But, not offered space by 
Maloney at the corner’s exit, lost control 
on the slippery kerb and speared into 
Maloney at Luffield, putting both out.



KIRKISTOWN: 500MRCI MARTIN DONNELLY TROPHY BY RICHARDYOUNG SEPTEMBER 28
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Martin Donnelly Trophy FF1600
David McCullough
(Van Diemen RF01)

Northern Ireland FF1600
Races 1 & 2: Ivor McCullough
(Van Diemen RF01)

Formula Vee
Races 1 & 2: Anthony Cross
(Sheane FV94)

Irish Legends
Races 1 & 2: Paul O’Brien
Race 3: Greg Richardson

Roadsports
Race 1: Jim Larkham
(Radical PR06)
Race 2: Ivor Greenwood
(Radical Prosport)

NI Saloons/GT
Races 1 & 2: Gerard O’Connell
(SHP Escort Millington)

NI Mazda MX-5 and Fiestas
Races 1 & 2: Robert Kennedy (MX-5)

Itprobablyshouldhavehappened
earlier.With fourverydetermined
pastwinnerscontesting theMartin
DonnellyTrophy leadfor lapafter
lap,somethinghadtogive.

Andeventuallyitdid,theonlyreal
surprisebeingthatittook14torridlaps
of Kirkistown’s1.5milesbeforethe
quartetbecameatrio–anoccurrence
markedbytheflutteringof redflags
andadecisionbytheclerkof the
coursetodeclarearesult.

Theprotagonists,IvorMcCullough
(winnerin2006and2012),hisbrother
David(2018),AlanDavidson(2014)and
NoelRobinson(2009and2011)had
providedanail-bitingfinalraceof the
daywhichcould,andprobablyshould,
havebeenwonbyanyof them.

Forlapafterlaptheycirculatedina
slithering,squabblingpackwithno
quarteraskedorgiven.Threewhitecars
–thetwoMcCullough’01VanDiemens
andDavidson’svenerable’89Mondiale–
lockedincombatwithRobinson’sblack
andorangeVanDiemen,visitingevery
millimetreof Kirkistown’sTarmac.
WhentheyarrivedattheHairpinforthe
15thtimethebattleshowednosignsof
abating.Surelyitcouldn’tlast?Itdidn’t.

Aclashof wheelswithDavid
McCulloughontheexitlaunched
Robinsonskywardsandintoaroll
thatleftthehithertoimmaculateVan
Diemenlookingveryusedindeed.

Happily,Robinsonemergedunscathed
afterhisspectaculardeparture.With
theresulttakenbackalap,David

McCulloughwasclassified0.09
secondsaheadof hisbrotherwith
Davidsonafurther0.5sinarrears.

Anequallynail-bitingscrapforwhat
becamefourthbetweentheRaysof David
ParksandIanCampbellandtheVan
Diemensof ScottFinlayandWillHerron
alsowentthefulldistancewithParks,in
hisfirstFormulaFordraceforseveral
years,takingthespotfromFinlayafter
HerronandCampbellbothcopped
penaltiesfortracklimitsinfringements.

Allof theabovealmostovershadowed
asterlingrunfromStefanDonnelly
whochargedhardinPaulMcMorran’s
Crossle32F–paintedupfortheoccasion
indadMartin’soldliveryfromthree
decadesago–toclaimatop10finish.
Notbadfora42-year-oldcaramong
alotof muchmoremodernmachinery.

Earlierintheday,DavidMcCullough
hadclinchedtheNorthernIreland
FF1600titlewithabraceof thirdplace
finishesinthetwofinalrounds.Title
rivalDavidsontwicefinishedsecond
behindIvorMcCullough.

TheIrishFormulaVeebrigademade
theirfinalKirkistownappearanceof the
year,withreigningchampionAnthony
Crosstakingthehonoursinboththe
lastchampionshiproundand,laterin
theday,theEmersonFittipaldiTrophy.
PhilipSheanewasrunner-upboth
times,whileDanPolleytookthefinal
podiumspotfromJackByrneinrace
onebyamarginof one-thousandthof
asecond,whileByrnejustbeatJimmy
FurlongtothirdintheTrophyrace.

PaulO’Brienmadeittwooutof
threeintheLegendsencounters–
becomingthemostsuccessfuldriver
intheclassintermsof racewinsalong
theway.GregRichardsonupsetthe
applecartinracethreethoughtobeat
O’Brienacrossthelineby0.4s.

Therewassomeprettyfranticaction
amongtheRoadsports fieldtoo,where
MarkCrawford’sRover-powered
CaterhamfoughthardwiththeRadicals
of IvorGreenwoodandJimLarkham.

Crawfordmighthavewonthefirst
encounterbutforalate-racetangle
whilepassingabackmarker,which
lefthimandGreenwoodonthegrass
atColonialwhileLarkhamsneaked
pasttowin.Historyalmostrepeated
itself inracetwo,butthistimeitwas
CrawfordandLarkhamwhostruck
troubleallowingGreenwoodtowin,
takingthetitleaswell.MarkFrancis
andTrevorAllentookawinapiecein
theone-litreClassB‘Sevens’battles.

RobertKennedywasadoublewinner
inhisMazdaMX-5,whiletheFiesta
contestswenttoPaulStewartfrom
MeganCampbell intheopener,and
MarkStewartfromPaulinthesecond.

AstheonlyrunnerintheGTclass,
GerardO’Connell’sMillington-powered
SHPEscortranawaywithboththetin-
topencounters.Top‘normal’saloonwas
CiaranDenvir’sHondaCivic,aheadof
PeterBaxter’sSEATLeon.GreerWray’s
BMWcompletedtheraceonepodium,
whileLukeBaxter’sVolkswagenGolf
tookthirdinthesecondencounter.

DAVID TAKES VICTORY IN FRANTIC FINALE

WINNERS

David McCullough 
(c) triumphed again

RACING REPORTS

The Martin Donnelly Trophy
was created back in 2006 to honour
Martin Donnelly Sr who, up to his
death a year earlier, had been one
of the keenest, and probably the
most vociferous, FF1600 fan ever.

Since then it has been an annual
affair, hotly-contested, with a list of
past winners that includes most of
Ireland’s FF1600 talent. This year,
however, was the first time the
Donnelly name appeared on the
entry list as well as the Trophy when
Stefan Donnelly, son of former Lotus
F1 star Martin Jr, turned out in a
Crossle 32F. The car featured the
legend ‘Donnellys for Spuds’ and was
painted in the colours worn by Martin
Jr when he began his racing career.

And it wasn’t simply a cameo
appearance in his grandfather’s
race. Stefan charged hard, mixing
it with the midfield pack, all of
whom were in machinery at least
18 years newer than the venerable
Crossle, and scoring a top-10 finish
for his troubles. He also took Pre-82
honours, which led to him receiving
his trophy from his dad, who was on
hand to present the prizes!

But while Stefan has no ambitions
towards making it as an F1 driver like
his father, he does have an involvement 
with motor racing’s top level as a
member of the legal team looking after
Red Bull ‘new boy’ Alexander Albon.

The apple rarely falls far from
the tree…

Robinson’s Martin Donnelly Trophy race ended in disaster as he rolled

Greenwood was in the thick of the Roadsports battles,winning race two

Stefan Donnelly (r) took 
ninth in old machinery

A  DONNELLY JOINS  THE 
DONNELLY TROPHY GRID



BRANDS HATCH: BRSCC BY IAN SOWMAN SEPTEMBER 28-29

Caterham Roadsport
Race 1: Andrew
Murgatroyd
Race 2: Ben Lopez-
Appleton

Caterham 7 420R
Race 1: John Byrne
Race 2: David
Henderson

Caterham 7 270R
Race 1: Tom Allen
Race 2: James Murphy

National FF1600
Race 1: Luke Cooper

(Swift SC16)
Race 2: Michael
Eastwell (Spectrum
011C)
Race 3: Spike
Kohlbecker (Ray GR18)

CMMC Production
Saloons
Bradley Lane (Honda
Civic Type R)

CMMC Super
Saloons
Races 1 & 2: Rod
Birley (Ford Escort
WRC)

Production GTi
Race 1: Simon Vercoe
Race 2: Martyn Walsh

Caterham 7 310R
Race 1: Jay
McCormack
Race 2: Christian
Szaruta

Caterham Academy
Green Group: James
Venning
White Group: Tom
Wyllys
Autumn Trophy: Tom
Wyllys

WINNERS

Hoffmann (r) just
defeated Murgatroyd (l)

HOFFMANN SEALS TITLE
BY JUST A SINGLE POINT

Kohlbecker claimed final National FF1600 win

McCORMACK FINISHES
RUNNER-UP YET AGAIN

It’s now four consecutive years that McCormack has finished second in a Caterham series’ standings

Three times a runner-up on a different 
rung of  the Caterham motorsport ladder, 
Irish driver Jay McCormack arrived at 
Brands Hatch having accrued most points 
in the Caterham 7 310R Championship.  
He was the bridesmaid again, though,  
with Gordon Sawyer – who won more  
races than anyone in 2019 – taking the 
crown, having finished second last year.

McCormack’s introduction to racing 
came by way of  an argument in a pub 
which resulted in him entering the 2016 
Caterham Academy.

“When I came into it I had a target to  
get on the podium and I won the first  
race so I kind of  blew that out of  the 
window,” said the Dubliner.

He lost the Academy White group title  
to Ben Gillias that season, before losing  
out to Pete Walters in Roadsports in 2017 
and Jamie Falvey in the 270Rs last term.

“I have been in this position for the last 
three years, coming into the final round 
with a chance of  winning but it hasn’t 
worked out,” he explained. “They have 
gone down to the last race in one or two  
of  them, where it was whoever finished  
in front of  each other, but I am due a bit  
of  luck.”

The weekend started strongly for 
McCormack, who claimed pole for the 
opening race, with his main rival Sawyer 
only fifth, and outsider Tom Grensinger 
back on row 12.

McCormack led from pole but Sawyer 
blasted through from row three to take 
second place immediately, although he 
gradually got shuffled further back in  
the lead pack. McCormack spent much  
of  the race battling with Walters, his  

2017 nemesis, the pair exchanging  
the lead numerous times along the 
Brabham Straight.

Grensinger, meanwhile, had raced 
through the pack and he passed Sawyer  
for third into Paddock with two laps 
remaining. As Sawyer tried to retaliate  
at Graham Hill Bend he went wide,  
ending the race fifth on the road – 
promoted to fourth when Andrew Perry 
was penalised. Meanwhile, McCormack 
fended off  Walters for a vital win.

At first things looked rosy for 
McCormack in Sunday’s decisive race,  
as he took the early lead and Sawyer 
initially dropped back. Having regained 
third, Sawyer lost four places by running 
wide at McLaren on lap four. McCormack 
was then third, behind the non-scoring 
Christian Szaruta and Walters – a scenario 
that would have given him the title.

Almost immediately, his championship 
bid disintegrated as he skated onto the  
wet grass on lap six, dropping outside  
the top 10. “I was coming down to Graham 
Hill Bend and I got a bit of  oversteer and 
the wheel went out onto the grass, and  
that was it, I was a passenger,” he said.

A late safety car closed the pack, but 
there was only one racing lap at the 
resumption – not enough for McCormack 
to salvage the points he needed for the title. 
He took seventh on the road, with Sawyer 
fifth, and Szaruta the win from Walters.

“I am disappointed, especially when  
it is my own fault,” said the four-time 
championship runner-up, who 
nevertheless plans to step up to the 
premier Caterham 420R category  
for 2020.
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Lars Alexander Hoffmann took a pair of 
second placed finishes in the Caterham 
Roadsport championship at Brands 
Hatch to climb up the standings and 
claim the title by a single point.

Pre-event leader Stuart Bell was absent 
following damage sustained in a collision at 
Donington Park and, of  those remaining, it 
was Will Rossetti that made the best start to 
the opener, before tumbling down the order 
ahead of  a mid-race red flag and restart. 
Andrew Murgatroyd led the second part 
more or less throughout to keep himself  in 
contention, although main rival Hoffmann 
was a constant threat. Rossetti could only 
manage sixth, which proved to be his best 
finish of  the weekend.

Importantly, Murgatroyd led Hoffmann  
at the start of  race two to put himself  in  
a championship-winning position but,  
when Ben Lopez-Appleton passed both  
of  them on the second lap, on his way  
to an eventual victory, German driver 
Hoffmann snuck ahead of  Murgatroyd  
to turn the championship tables.

Harry Cook got between the two title  
rivals – and for a while ahead of  Hoffmann, 
too – but ultimately Murgatroyd’s hopes 
effectively came to an end with four laps  
to go when a big moment at Graham Hill  
Bend cost him a couple of  seconds.

The first 420R race went according to the 
championship form book, with John Byrne 
heading David Henderson home by 15 
seconds. That left Byrne needing just a 13th 
place finish on Sunday to wrap up the title, 
but that was in doubt on two occasions:  
first when he stalled on the grid, dropping 
almost to the back, and secondly on lap  
six of  31 when he was trying to pass Matt 
Higginson for sixth and careered straight  
on at Graham Hill Bend. He survived both 
moments, coming home fifth as Henderson 
took a consolation win. The fight for second 
was settled eight laps from home when the 
flying Richard Ainscough and Aaron Head 
collided at Paddock. Both survived, but 
Ainscough dropped back to sixth.

Dan French secured the 270R title with  
an understated sixth place in a restarted  
race. Tom Allen and James Murphy disputed 
the win, with just 0.023s separating them as 

they crossed the line, Allen winning the  
drag race. The star turn was Caterham Cars 
CEO Graham Macdonald, who climbed  
from 12th to finish on the podium after diving 
inside Greg Monks at Paddock seven laps 
from the end. French sat out the second race, 
with Murphy a comfortable winner after 
Macdonald made a series of  mistakes, which 
eventually promoted Monks to second.

The National Formula Ford 1600 
championship had already been resolved  
in favour of  interested spectator Ross  
Martin, who saw three different drivers  
take victory over the weekend. Seasonal 
debutant Luke Cooper (Swift) took the 
opener, with the pressure from Joey Foster 
(Firman) coming to an end on lap 14 of  18 
when both got sideways at Paddock and 
Foster spun down the order. Michael  
Eastwell finished second to Cooper, but the 
order was reversed in Sunday morning’s  
race when the Spectrum driver got ahead at 
Druids shortly before a safety car period.

Rory Smith was on the podium in each of  
the first two races in his Medina, but was 
narrowly denied a win in the reversed-grid 
finale. Spike Kohlbecker amassed a lead of  
more than 2s in his Ray, but Smith reeled in 
the American and spent the second half  of   
the race just tenths of  a second behind him.

The Classic and Modern Motorsport  
Club Production Saloon race boiled up  
to a fascinating conclusion after Jonathan 
Bevan spun the Honda Integra he was due  
to share with Rod Birley into the gravel at  
the first corner. Bradley Lane was chased 
home in his Civic Type R by the similar car  
of  Dave Hutchins and, latterly, the older 
model of  Jamie Primett/Kamran Tunio, 
which started at the back after being found  
to be underweight after qualifying.

Birley switched to his Ford Escort WRC  
for Sunday’s Super Saloons double-header 
and unsurprisingly took two wins, although 
Niall Bradley’s BMW M3 ran him close.

Simon Vercoe took his Golf  Mk5 to a 
dominant first victory of  the season in the 
Production GTi opener, with champion 
Simon Hill stymied by clutch issues. Adam 
Hance led the opening lap of  the second 
contest, but Martyn Walsh blasted ahead  
at the beginning of  lap two, taking the win.
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ERC RALLY REPORT

DONINGTON PARK: MSVR BY PETER SCHERER SEPTEMBER 28-29

Radical Challenge
Race 1: Jerome
de Sadeleer (SR3 RSX)
Races 2 & 3: Jac
Constable (SR3 RSX)

Porsche Club
Race 1: Pete Morris
(997 C2S)
Race 2: Jake McAleer
(996 C2)

Mini Challenge Cooper
Pro & Am

Race 1: Robbie Dalgleish
Races 2 & 3:
Toby Goodman

Focus Cup
Race 1: Harry Nunn
Race 2: Andy Wilmot

Heritage
Formula Ford
Race 1: Tom Brown
(Van Diemen)
Race 2: Joe Porter
(Van Diemen RF92)

F3 Cup
Race 1, 2 & 3:
Hywel Lloyd (Dallara)

Mini Challenge
Cooper S
Race 1: Rob Austin
Races 2 & 3:
Daniel Butcher-Lord

Z Cars & Allcomers
Races 1 & 2:
Tim Bishop
(Caterham R500)

WINNERS

Jackson: back-to-back
Radical championships

Ingram holds a 19-point
lead with one round left

JACKSON TAKES DRAMATIC
RADICAL TITLE IN THRILLER

INGRAM IN TOP SPOT AS AL-ATTIYAH WINS

Goodman won two out of the three Mini Challenge encounters

Brit puts himself on the verge of the ERC title. By Graham Lister

RESULTS
Cyprus Rally, European Rally Championship, round 7/8, September 27-29

POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME
1 NasserAl-Attiyah/MatthieuBaumel VWPoloGTiR5 3h02m51.3s
2 Chris Ingram/RossWhittock SkodaFabiaR5 +3m50.9s
3 MikkoHirvonen/JarnoOttman FordFiestaR5 +4m34s
4 LukaszHabaj/DanielDymurski SkodaFabiaR5 +5m43.4s
5 NikolausMayr-Melnhof/PoldiWelsersheimb FordFiestaR5 +6m03s
6 Albert vonThurnundTaxis/BernhardEttel SkodaFabiaR5 +7m01.5s
7 EmilioFernandez/AxelCoronado SkodaFabiaR5 +8m07.7s
8 AbdulazizAl-Kuwari/MarshallClarke SkodaFabiaR5 +8m50.8s
9 NorbertHerczig/RamónFerencz VWPoloGTiR5 +9m26.3s
10 PauloNobre/GabrielMorales SkodaFabiaR5 +11m21.5s

Classwinners:ERC2:PetrosPanteli/KyprianosChristodoulou(MitsubishiLancerE10)ERC3:EfrénLlarena/SaraFernandez(Peugeot208R2)
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Dominik Jackson retained his 
Radical Challenge title in the 
most dramatic of circumstances 
at Donington Park.

Title rival Jerome de Sadeleer 
dominated the first race in mixed 
conditions, quickly retaking the lead 
from Marcus Clutton and Jackson 
soon after their mandatory stops.

Jac Constable pitted in fourth but  
a stop-go penalty put him out of  the 
running for the race and the title.

Roles were reversed in the second 
race when Jackson led from  
the restart, as Constable and de 
Sadeleer joined an early break.

As de Sadeleer snatched second  
on lap 10 of  18, Jackson’s lead looked 
fairly decisive. “Then the front right 
just collapsed and fired me off  at the 
Old Hairpin at 120mph,” he said after 
crashing out four laps later.

That left de Sadeleer to take victory 
over Constable, before a track limits 
penalty reversed the order, while 
Chris Preen just held off  Elliot 
Goodman for third.

Starting the last race and 
championship decider, de Sadeleer 
had the upperhand with Jackson 
lining up 15th and took a comfortable 
lead, despite early rain and a safety car. 

Constable and Clutton led the 
chase, but Jackson made it to fourth 
and pitted early for slicks. But  
when de Sadeleer made his stop the 
wheelnuts were stuck, he lost a lap 
and so Constable took his second win 
over Clutton, with Jackson third and 
with that secured the title.

Pete Morris’s 997 C2S managed to 
hold off  a determined Simon Clark 
for the whole of  the first Porsche 
Club race. Mike Price vacated third 
with a broken driveshaft, promoting 
Jake McAleer, aided by Kevin 
Harrison spinning at the chicane.

But Morris had to defend even 
harder in the second race, as Price 
attacked. They clashed exiting 

Coppice on lap 12 of  20 and both 
retired, leaving McAleer clear from 
Harrison and Andy Toon. Sixth place 
was enough for Clark to take the title.

Robbie Dalgleish made two breaks 
in the first Mini Challenge Cooper 
Pro race before securing his victory. 
Firstly, he was caught by Toby 
Goodman who then slipped up  
on lap six of  the 11, and then Alex  
Nevill, who ran him close for a  
while to retain second, over the 
recovering Goodman.

Having led the opening laps of  race 
two, Dalgleish lost out to Goodman 
following a safety car intervention. 
But his challenge to retake the  
lead ended with a seventh-lap slip, 
dropping to sixth and leaving Lydia 
Walmsley and Dominic Wheatley  
to complete the podium.

A third-lap spin at McLeans lost 
Hannah Chapman her lead in the 
finale, as Goodman eased to his 
second win. James Hillery won the 
duel for second from Dalgleish.

Andy Wilmot had dominated the 
first Focus Cup contest until he 
slowed at Coppice on the penultimate 
lap and then spun at the chicane. 
Russell Cager then led to the finish, 
but a post-race penalty dropped  
him to second behind Harry Nunn.

Wilmot led most of  race two in a 
duel with David May, until Nunn  
split them with two tours to go and 
made his own play for a second win. 
Wilmot held on however and claimed 
the title, while Gary Mitchell followed 
Nunn in third.

Tom Brown’s Van Diemen took 
charge of  the first Heritage 
Formula Ford race from Redgate on 
the opening lap, with Josh Porter 
seeing off  Jaap Blijleven for second.

Any hopes of  a second win were 
dashed for Brown with a second-lap 
spin in the wet. Porter took the spoils 
with Blijleven second, while Brown 
managed to recover for third.

Chris Ingram believed he’d been 
just a bit too safe at the end of  
the opening leg of the Cyprus  
Rally and feared his European 
Rally Championship title dream 
was beginning to fade.

He was down in fourth overall and 
more than two minutes adrift of  his 
nearest title rival Alexey Lukyanuk 
after the Nicosia superspecial.

“We’ve gone way too conservative  
to avoid damaging anything in the 
bumps and bad dips,” he said on 
Saturday evening. “Tomorrow we  
need a full-attack set-up, which is so 
much faster. We didn’t have problems 
today and maybe it’s because we were 
way, way too safe.”

While Ingram did make tweaks to  
his Toksport-entered Skoda Fabia  
R5, they didn’t trigger a major upturn 
in pace, but neither was that really  
the intention.

“We decided before the start we’d let 
Nasser [Al-Attiyah] and Alexey fight  
it out, we had our own game plan to  
get to the finish,” said Ingram’s 
co-driver, Ross Whittock.

Ingram and Whittock did indeed get 
to the finish – in third place behind 
Simos Galatariotis and Nasser 
Al-Attiyah, the latter scoring his sixth 

victory on the Cyprus Rally. But when 
Galatariotis was excluded for a parc 
ferme infringement, Ingram was 
promoted to second which handed  
him a 19-point margin ahead of  Lukasz 
Habaj in the title chase with just the  
all-new Rally Hungary left to run  
on November 8-10.

Despite an electrical issue leaving  
his Fabia on 30 per cent power, Habaj 
made it home in fourth to move back 
into second in the standings with nine 
points more than Lukyanuk.

The defending ERC champion 
stopped on SS10 with a technical  
fault on his Citroen DS 3 R5, his  
hopes of  a successful title defence 
seemingly on the brink.

Although Lukyanuk’s demise  
and problems for Habaj weren’t 
necessarily self-inflicted, by taking  
it steady from the start Ingram’s 
prospects of  becoming a first British 
ERC champion since Vic Elford in  
1967 look brighter. Providing he can  
get the money together to continue  
his unlikely title challenge, of  course.

“We start from scratch,” he said of  
his funding bid at the finish in Larnaca. 
“I’ve got a few leads and this result 
helps, but I won’t stop working, I  
won’t give up on this.”

Former World Rally Championship 
star Mikko Hirvonen’s first ERC outing 
in 17 years on what was a one-off  drive 
in a Ford Fiesta to “have fun” netted 
third place when Galatariotis was 
punished. Apart from a brake issue  
on leg one, little troubled the Finn, who 
helped Ingram’s title prospects by 
taking points away from Habaj.

But nothing could be taken away 
from Al-Attiyah. Fastest on 10 out of   
12 stages in his Volkswagen Polo GTi 
R5 it was another hugely impressive 
performance from the Qatari, who 
wrapped up a 15th Middle East title 
during the weekend. A gear linkage  
pin falling out aside, Al-Attiyah 
excelled on the rough, twisty, mainly-
gravel stages, the only battle wound  
a broken front bumper after he 
swerved off  line to avoid a rock on  
stage nine. Despite the lack of   
trouble, Al-Attiyah reckoned this  
was the “toughest” Cyprus yet. 

“Going back to the Troodos 
mountains was great, but it was  
really hard,” he said.

Ex-GT racers and former team-mates 
Niki Mayr-Melnhof and Albert von 
Thurn und Taxis completed the top  
six ahead of  Chilean ERC rookie 
Emilio Fernandez. 

Photo: ERC Media
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RESULTS
TrackrordHistoricCup,BritishHistoricRallyChampionship,round7/7,
September27-28
POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME
1 Matthew Robinson/Sam Collis Ford Escort Mk2 53m56s
2 Matt Edwards/Hamish Campbell Fiat 131 Abarth +21.1s
3 Steve Bannister/Callum Atkinson Ford Escort Mk2 +1m16.6s
4 Steve Bennett/Osian Owen Ford Escort Mk2 +1m20.1s
5 Adrian Hetherington/Ronan O’Neill Ford Escort Mk2 +1m39.3s
6 Simon Webster/Jez Rogers Ford Escort Mk2 +2m44.6s
7 Stanley Orr/Graham Henderson Ford Escort Mk1 +2m49s
8 Josh Browne/Jane Edgington Ford Escort Mk2 +3m14.2s
9 David Brown/Steve Bielby Ford Escort Mk2 +3m28.8s
10 BarryStevenson-Wheeler/JohnPickavance Ford Escort Mk2 +3m47.2s

Class winners: Rory McCann/Tim Tugwell (Hillman Avenger); Tony Shields/Graham Whitaker (Escort Mk1); Orr/Henderson;
Malcolm/Ronald Mounsey (Sunbeam Talbot); Browne/Edgington; Tim Metcalfe/Paul Turner (Escort Mk2); Barry Connolly/
Matt Gudgeon (Land Rover Wolf); Ian Linford/Demelza Scholes (Land Rover Freelander).

S
imon Webster and
Jez Rogers took the
title as Matthew
Robinson/Sam Collis
won the rally after a
fabulous conclusion
to the British Historic

Rally Championship on the
Trackrod Rally.

There were two distinct elements
to the Trackrod Historic Cup; the
championship showdown and the
battle for glory on the biggest event
of the year in Yorkshire. To add to the
challenge, a lot of rain in the run-up
to the rally left the famous forests
horribly slippy to start. However,
conditions improved through Saturday
as both the championship and the
rally went down to the wire in the
final 11-mile stage in Dalby.

It all started in the dark of Friday
night with a different 11-mile route
in Dalby as the sound of BDs barking
up and down the riggs delivered a
sensational atmosphere. Mid-stage it
didn’t sound so good for Matt Edwards
and Hamish Campbell, however, as
their Fiat 131 lapsed onto three
cylinders. Remarkably, out in the
car for the first time in a year, the
two-time British Rally champion
was still quickest by 1.9 seconds from
Robinson. In the BHRC title stakes
Stanley Orr and Grahame Henderson,
on Orr’s first Yorkshire rally for 30
years, started well by taking time
from Webster and Rogers.

Although Saturday dawned
miserably wet, it soon started to dry.
Powered by Friday night’s curry,
Robinson was on the money from the
off and caught everyone napping to go
5.8s quicker in Langdale. Down the
road in Staindale it was Adrian
Hetherington, on his first event in
these forests, who was an impressive
3.5s up on Edwards.

As the crews reached service in
Adderstone Field, Robinson had just
1.4s on Edwards, while Hetherington
and Ronan O’Neil were third, 20s back.
Steve Bennett and Osian Owen were
a strong fourth from local legend

Steve Bannister on only his fourth rally
of the year, with Callum Atkinson
alongside. Webster, focused purely
on the title race, was sixth ahead of
his arch-rival Orr and if things stayed
like that, Webster would be king.

Up front, Robinson added just 2.4s
in the 14 miles of Cropton and Gale
Rigg and acknowledged Edwards’
pace. “He’s got that Fiat going
better than ever,” said former Fiat
driver Robinson.

After another visit to service, all that
remained was the deciding 11 miles in
Dalby. With just 3.8s in hand, Robinson
knew he had to push to keep Edwards at
bay but it all came down to a quick spin
for the Fiat mid-stage. “There was a cut
to be had, but it pulled the front of the
car round,” said Edwards. “I don’t
think we were ever going to do it,
but at least we spun having a go.”

Robinson, winner on home ground
for the second year running, was
typically laid back after a tremendous
performance. “We’ve had a nice run
round and having a Saturday off work
is the best bit! Matt’s pushed us along,”
he said. With Edwards losing up to 15s
in the spin, the final winning margin
was out to 21.1s.

With therallywinsettled,eyesturned
totheBHRCcontestandOrr,nowon
bettersuitedrubber,hadbeenstrong
inCroptonandGaleRiggtooverhaul
Websterandbe2.1supheadingintofinal
service.However,thatwasnotenough
tounseatWebsterfromthedriving
seatinthetitlefightandnowjustone
stageremained.Orrneededtofinish
severalplacesaheadof Websterto
haveachanceof grabbingthetitle.

“Thisissuchanervoustime,I’m
listeningtoallthenoises,”said
Websterbeforethefinalstage.
However,therewasnolast-minute
disasterandWebstertooktimeback
fromOrrinDalbyNorthtoarrive
atthefinishinFileyover4supand
the2019BHRCchampion.

“Whatarelief togetthroughthat
finalstage,”hesaid.AsWebstercleared
theDalbystopline,Orrhadwaitedto
beoneof thefirsttocongratulatehis

Topoftheclass
JoshBrowneandJane Edgington 
were thebestof thePinto-powered 
FordEscortMk2s inclass D3 
despiteanoff thatdamaged the  
frontsuspensionanddidn’t improve 
thehandling.Theyalso claimed the 
class in theBHRC,a task aided 
whenremaining rivals David Lloyd-
RobertsandDei Jones went out in 
Croptonwithanengine bay fire.

Trickyconditions
TonyShieldsandGraham Whitaker 
wereamongthose to find 11 miles  
ofDalby in thedarkand mud of 
Fridaynightsomething of a 
challenge.However,Saturday was 
muchbetteras theywent ahead of 
theBMW2002ofTerry Cree and 
RichardShores towin class C3 in a 
RogerAlbertClarkwarm-up outing.

Youngcharger
Theemerging talent that is Rory 
McCanntookcarowner Tim  
Tugwell fora ride inTugwell’s Hillman 
Avengerand toppedclass C2. 
However, just toprove that youth  
isnoteverything,aposse of 
pensionerschasedthe young 
ManxmanwithStuartand Linda 
CarissandDaveWatkins/Brian 
Hodgsonnextup in their Ford  
EscortMk1s.

Keyretirements
Notable retirementsamong the 
pacesetters included the Escorts of 
BenFriend,RudiLancaster, Chris 
Skill andWarrenPhilliskirk. Friend’s 
shocking luckcontinued when 
engineproblemssignalled his  
11th retirement from14 rallies  
whilePhilliskirkbounced off into  
the trees inStaindaleand was lucky 
not todosomemajordamage.

Lucky escape
Bob Bean and Malcolm Smithson 
gave everyone a scare when  
they rolled their Lotus Cortina at a 
chicane in Langdale first thing  
on Saturday morning. Bean had 
trouble getting out of the car and 
the stage was halted but he was 
thankfully unharmed and soon 
planning repairs for the Roger 
Albert Clark Rally.

Halfshaftproblems
DavidBennett, the2015 BTRDA 
1400champion,wheeled out a 
1600ccEscortMk1 instead of his 
VauxhallCorsaaspart of his build up 
toa firstassaulton the Roger Albert 
ClarkRally.Unfortunately, forward 
momentumendedabruptly when a 
halfshaft failedpart-way through the 
Staindale testonSaturday morning.

Land Rovers are go
Tagged on to the end of the 
Trackrod Historic Cup was a  
Land Rover challenge for half  
a dozen crews. Ian Linford and 
Demelza Scholes topped one  
class in their Freelander while Barry 
Connolly and Matt Gudgeon were 
comfortably the best of the military 
contingent in Land Rover Wolfs.

Husband and wife
While his son Josh was rattling the 
BD cages with his Pinto power in 
the overall ranks, Chris Browne was 
having a ball in class C5 in his BDA-
powered Escort Mk1. “We’ve had  
a good day and we’re getting our 
pace back,” said Browne after a 
strong performance with his wife  
Ali on the notes as usual.

Wining margin 
was just 21.1s

Title goes to Webster and Rogers after a real thriller. By Paul Lawrence

ROBINSON AND COLLIS
TAKE HISTORIC SPOILS

rivalafterafinesportingcontest.
Between the lead and championship 

battles in the overall results, there were 
other top performances. After Cropton, 
Hetherington was a superb third, just 
half  a minute down on the two leaders. 
Given his complete lack of  local 
knowledge, that was some achievement 
but a puncture in Gale Rigg cost the 

Irishman around 35s as he drove
to the finish of  the stage on the flat  
and dropped to fifth.

Meanwhile, Bannister summoned  
all his local knowledge to attack the 
final Dalby stage and jump ahead of  
Bennett to take third by 3.5s, with 
Bennett ruing a spin and a generally  
scrappy stage.

IN BRIEFS

Sixth place overall was enough to give Webster/Rogers the championship



Silver Star hat-trick top spot for Davison/Murphy
Forthethirdeventinarowitwas
AndyDavison/TomMurphywho
tooktheSilverStarhonoursintheir
Vauxhall-enginedTalbotSunbeam,
allowingMurphytowinthejunior
co-drivertitle.

Theyfoundthegoingslipperyearly
onandhadaluckyescapeinCropton
whenDavidsonadmitted,“wegot
tooclosetothewoodland,”asthe
Sunbeam’sdentedfrontwing
confirmed.Theywentontotakethe
categoryandclasswinaheadof fellow
classB11crew,RobWright/Mark
Fisherwhoovercameafewminor
nigglesintheirFordEscortMk2.

TheleadingthreeR2Cupdrivers,
JamesGiddings,EdwardFosseyand
TonySimpson,filledthenextthree

places,withclassN3winnersBobby
Mitchell/CraigWallacetakingsixth
afteraproblemfreerunintheir
FordFiestaST.

Followingahesitantstartonthe
firsttest,RobWright/Frankie
Hillmansufferedahalf-spinona
Staindalehairpinintheir1600cc
EscortMk2,beforehavingacoupleof
overshootsinthefollowingtests.A
goodrunonthefinalstagemeantthey
finishedseventandensuredtheclass
B10winontheeventaswellasin
thechampionship.

HavingagooddaywereTimPhelps/
ElwynManuelwhowereleading
BTRDAclassB12contendersintheir
EscortMk2,astheysecuredtheir
championshipclasswin.

Proton Iriz R5 crew master the tricky conditions to take top spot by nearly 20 seconds. By Simon Gronow

MELLORS WINS TRACKROD 25
YEARS SINCE DAD’S VICTORY

BTRDA:TRACKROD RALLY
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Davison and Murphy’s Vauxhall-engined Talbot Sunbeam topped Silver Star

I
n 1994 Chris Mellors  
scored the first of  three 
consecutive Trackrod 
Forest Rally wins and, on 
the 25th anniversary of  this 
achievement, it was fitting 
that his son Ollie won this 

year’s event in his Proton Iriz R5. 
With Ian Windress alongside, the pair 

followed up their recent Woodpecker 
success to win their second BTRDA 
round in a row. Second went to last  
year’s winners, Mat Smith/Giles  
Dykes, who lost time early on as they 
reacclimatised to their borrowed Ford 
Fiesta R5. Stephen Petch/Michael 
Wilkinson rounded off  their BTRDA 
campaign with maximum points in  
their Ford Fiesta RS WRC.

Unlike the Historic crews, the  
BTRDA runners did not attempt the 
Friday evening run through Dalby,  
and commenced their event with a  
shortened eight-and-a-half-mile  
test through Langdale. Following  
heavy rain, the Yorkshire stages  
would prove to be slippery, but this  
didn’t worry Mellors who had a  
good run through the opening test.

“I really enjoyed that, we had a good 
push as the car felt good,” he said, after 
setting a time over eight seconds faster 
than anybody else. With the Proton 
running faultlessly, he was looking 
forward to the stages through Cropton 
and Gale Rigg. “Everything is routine, 
we’ve just got to scrape out some of  the 
Yorkshire mud and we can go out and 
enjoy the sunshine,” he added.

There was a first fastest time on a 
BTRDA round for Ian Bainbridge on SS2. 
Having swapped his Subaru Impreza for 

a Skoda Fabia R5, and with Jamie 
Edwards alongside, things clicked as  
the pair were faster than everybody else 
and overtook Petch for second place.  
“We made a good tyre choice, though 
Ian’s still getting his head around the 
car,” said Edwards. 

Things hadn’t gone as well for Petch 
through the second test, who had 
dropped to fourth as a result. “I enjoyed 
the first stage, but dropped time on the 
second, we should have had other tyres,” 
he reflected, but otherwise, no changes 
were planned to the car. “We’ll just go  
as we are, and keep sensible,” he added.

Initially benefiting from Petch’s 
misfortune were George Lepley/Tom 
Woodburn who belied the fact that this 
was only their second four-wheel-drive 
outing in their Mitsubishi Lancer E10. 
They had set third fastest time on the 
opener, before dropping back to fifth by 
SS3. “It’s been unbelievably slippery, 
with inconsistent grip,” was Lepley’s 
view of  the opening stages. “I’m going  
to try a different driving style and make  
a few minor changes to set up.”

Last year, Smith/Dykes had won the 
event in a Fiesta R5 and, reunited with  
the car for the first time since the Pirelli 
International, Smith was taking a while 
to adjust to it. His first stage hadn’t gone 
well. “I got stuck on a tight hairpin and 
couldn’t find reverse,” he rued. 

Third fastest time through Staindale 
was better, despite not being quite in  
tune with the car, as he moved up  
to fifth position.

Mellors continued to enjoy his day,  
as the Iriz was faster than the rest of  the 
field in Cropton, and although he was a 
handful of  seconds off  the fastest time 

through Gale Rigg, he returned to  
service with a healthy 24s lead. Behind 
him, it was all change, as a second fastest 
time on SS3 and quickest time on the 
following test elevated Smith to second 
position, even though he claimed to be 
“struggling with the mixed conditions”. 

Remaining in third was Petch, who was 
content with the way things were going. 
“We’re doing what we need to do in order 
to secure second in the Gold Star series,” 
he said. Losing out here was Bainbridge, 
who went off  near the end of  Gale Rigg. 
“We nearly rolled, but thankfully we 
didn’t,” said a relieved Edwards, as the 
Skoda went up onto two wheels and the 
crew dropped a couple of  places overall 
in the process. Also dropping two 
positions was Lepley, whose changes 
didn’t work as planned.

After a long lay-off  from gravel 
rallying, Kevin Procter brought his 
Fiesta S2000 out for an outing on the 
Trackrod and, with Patrick Walsh 
alongside, made light of  his lack of   
recent loose surface driving by  
setting fourth fastest in Staindale. 

They were lying sixth overall early on, 
only to drop a place as Smith moved up 
the order. One place ahead of  Procter 
were Richard Sykes/Simon Taylor  
who were happy with their early tyre 
choice and had been holding fifth place 
in their Lancer E9. Unfortunately, 
things weren’t going so well for Tom 
Preston/Carl Williamson who had 
slowed on stage one when they thought 
they had a damaged driveshaft on  
their Fiesta RS WRC, only to find it  
was a bent wheel, and later retired the 
car with differential issues.

All that remained was an 11-mile run 

Second BTRDA win 
in a row for crew

SS1Langdale (8.35miles) 
Ollie Mellors/Ian Windress  
(Proton Iriz R5) 7m45s

SS2 Staindale (5.74 miles) 
Ian Bainbridge/Jamie Edwards 
(Skoda Fabia R5) 5m53.8s

SS3 Cropton (8.47 miles) 
Mellors/Windress 7m58.1s

SS4 Gale Rigg (6.20 miles) 
Mat Smith/Giles Dykes  
(Ford Fiesta R5) 6m02.4s

SS5 North Dalby (11.04 miles) 
George Lepley/Tom Woodburn 
(Mitsubishi Lancer E10) 11m26.4s

STAGE WINNERS



Giddings makes it two
R2 Cup wins in a row
Followingamixedyear,JamesGiddings
roundedoff 2019instyleaboardtheFord
FiestaR2hewasloanedafterwinning
lastyear’sFiestaSTseries.

PartneredonthisoccasionbyPeredur
WynDavies,thepairquicklyfoundagood
rhythmwhichtheycarriedthroughtheday,
andtheymanagedtheirtyrescarefullyto
takea15-secondR2Cupwinaftersetting
fastesttimeoneachof thestages.

BehindGiddings,EdFosseywasfinding
ithardtojudgethegripintheslippery
conditionsasheandSteveHarriswere
adoptingasteadyapproachintheirPeugeot
208,butstill findingthingstobe“goodfun”.
Abigpushthroughthemiddletwostages
ensuredtheykeptthepressureonGiddings,
thoughtheystruggledonthefinalstage
butheldontosecond.

Acouple of early spins on the opening
stages cost Tony Simpson/Ian Bevan
some time, but they were happy with
their morning’s work, before late gearbox
issues thwarted their challenge and they
remained in third place.

Newly crowned Fiesta ST Trophy
winners Zak Hughes/Tom Wood were
out in a Fiesta R2 for the first time, and
found the car a lot more tail-happy than
their usual car and suffered an overshoot
on SS2 before losing more time with a
stage-four puncture.

ArelativenewcomertotheBTRDA
series,IanBainbridgecontested
hisfirstroundlastyearinaSubaru
Imprezaandshowedhispotential
withaninthplacefinishonthe
WoodpeckerRally.Nowdriving
aSkodaFabiaR5,Bainbridgeis
quicklygettingtogripswithhis
newcar.HetookhisfirstBTRDA
stagewininStaindaleandheld
secondpositionbeforedropping
tofourthafterhisGaleRigg
off,finishingthedaylessthan
twosecondsbehindthird
placedPetch.

STAR OF THE RALLY

RESULTS
Trackrod Rally, BTRDA Rally Series, round 7/7,September 28

POS DRIVER /CO-DRIVER CAR TIME
1 Olllie Mellors/Ian Windress Proton Iriz R5 39m18.4s
2 Mat Smith/Giles Dykes Ford Fiesta R5 +18.5s
3 Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson Ford Fiesta RS WRC +29.5s
4 Ian Bainbridge/Jamie Edwards Skoda Fabia R5 +31.4s
5 George Lepley/Tom Woodburn Mitsubishi Lancer E10 +37.2s
6 Richard Sykes/Simon Taylor Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +1m22.7s
7 Kevin Procter/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta R5 +1m23.5s
8 Ian Joel/Graeme Wood Ford Escort Cosworth +2m07.5s
9 Phil Pickard/Simon Pickard Subaru Impreza +2m16.1s
10 Richard Hill/Steffan Evans Subaru Impreza +2m25.4s

11 Scott Faulkner/Gareth Parry (Lancer E9); 12 Ross Brusby/Dave Robson (Ford Escort Mk2); 13 Daniel Hiorns/Chris Purvis
(Impreza); 14 Steve Petch/John Richardson (Fiesta); 15 Peter Bayliss/Anthony Blyth (Lancer E9); 16 Andy Davison/Tom Murphy
(Talbot Sunbeam VXR); 17 Rob Wright/Mark Fisher (Escort Mk2); 18 Scott Renshaw/Tom Spencer (Impreza); 19 Nick Cook/
Dave Raw (Escort); 20 Nick Dobson/Jonathan Turnbull (Escort Mk2).

Production Cup title goes the way of Faulkner and Parry
Inrecentyears,theProductionCuphas
providedplentyof closeactionandthis
yearhasbeennoexceptionasPatNaylor/
IanLawrenceandScottFaulkner/Gareth
Parrywereseparatedbyjustonepoint
intheirrespectiveMitsubishiLancerE9s
goingintotheevent.

Lessthanasecondseparatedthepair
ontheopeningtest,whereFaulkner
madetherighttyrechoiceandtook
aslightadvantage.

Unfortunately,Naylor’scarbroke
adriveshaftonthesecondstageand
thumpedabank,costingalmosthalf
aminute.Withtheoffendingitem

changedinservicehereturnedtothe
fraybutdepartedtheeventsoonafter.

FromthenonFaulknerjustneededto
finishtotakethewin,whichhedulydid
aftersettingfastestclasstimeonevery
stagetotakethechampionshiphonours.
“We’vehadnoissuesallday,butthisisn’t
thewayIwantedtowinit,”headmitted.

Itwasn’tagooddayfortheHistoricCup
contendersasSteveWard/MikeCrawford,
whoonlyneededafinishtowinclassH3,
retiredtheirFordEscortMk2onthefinal
stagewhileDavidGathercole/KenBills
rolledtheirEscortRS1600earlyon.

RossBrusby/DaveRobsonhadagreat

runtofinishasfirsttwo-wheel-drivecrew
homein12thplaceintheirEscortMk2,
asSteveBlack/PaulMorriswerefirstof
the1400SfinishersintheirSuzukiSwift
despitealatespinandpuncture.

Anewgearboxtooksomegettingusedto
butDaleGlover/JamesWoodmadegood
useof ittowinthe1400Ccategory.They
werefollowedhomebybrothersMatthew
andDanielEvanswhotookheedof the
advicefromtheirfather,Ricky,atwo-time
GoldStarwinner.Theyadoptedasteady
approachtobefirstof theBTRDAclass
crewshome,finishingaschampionship
classwinnersintheprocess.

REGISTERED BTRDA CLASS WINNERS

GoldStar:StephenPetch/Michael
Wilkinson(FordFiestaRSWRC)
SilverStar:AndyDavison/TomMurphy
(TalbotSunbeam)
ProductionCup:ScottFaulkner/Gareth
Parry (MitsubishiLancerE9)
Historicco-driver: IanJones
(FordEscortMk2)
FiestaSTTrophydriver:
BobbyMitchell
FiestaSTTrophyco-driver:
MarkTownson
RallyeR2Cupdriver: JamesGiddings
(FiestaR2)
RallyeR2Cupco-driver: IanBevan
(FiestaR2)
RallyFirst:WesleyGilford/Townson
(FiestaST)
1400overall:SteveBlack/PaulMorris
(SuzukiSwift)

Juniordriver:GeorgeLepley
(LancerE10)
Juniorco-driver:Murphy
Seniordriver:RichardSykes(LancerE9)
Seniorco-driver:GraemeWood(Escort
RSCosworth)
B14:Petch/Wilkinson
B13:Lepley/TomWoodburn
B12:TimPhelps/ElwynManuel
(EscortMk2)
B11:Davison/Murphy
B10:RobertSmith/FrankieHillman
(EscortMk2)
NR4:Faulkner/Parry
N3driver:Mitchell
H3co-driver: Jones
1400S:Black/Morris
1400C:Matthew/DanielEvans
(Peugeot205)
RF2.0:Gilford/Townson

Lepley had his second outing in Lancer E10 and was top Junior

Petch was third overall but did enough for second in Gold Star points

Winners in 1400S:
Black and Morris

Davies joined Giddings in Ford Fiesta R2 and guided him to the victory

CLASS ROUND-UP

through Dalby, which most of   
the crews found to be extremely 
challenging though Lepley enjoyed 
the test. “It was drier and we had  
a push,” he said after he set fastest  
time. “We just need to test in the wet,” 
he continued as he gets used to his  
new car, finishing fifth and first  
junior driver.

Things hadn’t gone quite to plan for 
Mellors/Windress after they clipped  
a bank, putting the Iriz onto two  
wheels, which wasn’t in the script, but 
thankfully not rolling the car. “I’d never 
have lived that down,” Mellors joked  
as he arrived at the finish to celebrate 
victory. “The car’s been fantastic, 
there’s been nothing to do to it.”

The afternoon had been “a little bit 
better” for Smith who ensured second 
place despite a half  spin in Dalby. “I 
struggled a bit in the mixed conditions, 
but it’s been a good day,” said the 

runner-up. Third overall went to 
Petch: “We enjoyed it but we were  
on the wrong tyres again on the  
last stage.” Third place gave him 
maximum BTRDA points as they 
secured the Gold Star runners up spot.

Fourth fastest time in Dalby 
consolidated Bainbridge’s fourth 
place overall. “The engine is so strong, 
and I just need to adjust to the braking 
capabilities compared to the Subaru,” 
was his prognosis of  his day. Behind 
Lepley in fifth, Sykes achieved his  
goal of  leading class B13 to clinch  
the series category and the BTRDA  
senior driver award.

A stage-four overshoot didn’t cost 
Procter any places as he held on to 
seventh, while Ian Joel/Graeme  
Wood replaced a kinked pipe which 
had caused oil to leak on their Ford 
Escort Cosworth, but they fought  
back to eighth place.
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Evans and Jackson had to settle for second in their Skoda Fabia R5
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RESULTS
Cork 20 International, Cork, IrishTarmac Rally Championship, round
7/7, September 28-29
POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1 Marty McCormack/Barney Mitchell VW Polo GTI R5 1h56m38s
2 Meirion Evans/Jonathan Jackson Skoda Fabia R5 +18.5s
3 Jonny Greer/Kirsty Riddick Ford Fiesta R5 +3m42.2s
4 Eugene Donnelly/Alistair Wyllie Proton Iriz R5 +6m02.7s
5 David Guest/Jonathan McGrath Skoda Fabia S2000 +8m59.3s
6 Denis Moynihan/Martin O’Brien Ford Fiesta R5 +10m30.4s
7 Andy Davies/Michael Gilbey Subaru Impreza +11m44.6s
8 William Creighton/Liam Regan Peugeot 208 R2 +11m57.0s
9 Willie Mavitty/Martin Connolly Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +12m16.2s
10 Martyn England/Dawn England Ford Fiesta R5 +14m07.4s

Class winners: Donnelly/Wylie; Creighton/Regan

I
t was almost
scripted that Marty
McCormack would give
the Volkswagen Polo
GTI a debut Irish rally
win on the Cork ‘20’
International Rally,

the concluding round to
the 2019 Irish Tarmac
Rally Championship.

McCormack and his co-driver
Barney Mitchell finished the
13-stage event with a winning
margin of 18.5 seconds over the
Skoda Fabia R5 of Welsh duo
Meirion Evans/Jonathan Jackson,
with Jonny Greer/Kirsty Riddick
(Ford Fiesta R5) a distant third.

Two of the most iconic stages in
Irish rallying, Kilnamartyra and
Lough Allua, provided the backdrop
to Saturday’s five stages that
accounted for almost half of the
event’s total length of 129.4 miles.

Callum Devine and Brian Hoy in
their Fiesta R5 found a nice rhythm
that yielded a 17.4-second lead after
the opening two stages.

Meirion Evans (Fabia R5) slotted
into second after he traded places
with Daniel Cronin, who was 2.2s
behind and admitted to being far
too cautious on Lough Allua in
his Fiesta R5.

Greer was next, and although he
was slightly distracted by a noise
from the gearbox, a check at service
revealed nothing untoward.

McCormack was relatively
satisfied with the performance of
the Polo as he occupied fifth, and at
the Macroom service softer settings
was the main engineering task.

Intent on gaining experience
ahead of a full Tarmac season
next year, Cathan McCourt (Fiesta
R5) was sixth but could have been
higher were it not for the loss
of brakes halfway through the

opening stage and a spin on SS2.
Meanwhile, five-time Irish

Tarmac champion Eugene Donnelly
reckoned that the Proton Iriz R5
was becoming a potent machine
and could be better served by
a younger pilot, his lack of seat
time and commitment preventing
further progress.

Cronin was fastest on SS3, where
Devine had a small spin and a
subsequent visit to the grass
verge on SS4, but he still managed
to extend his lead to 27s with
Cronin and McCormack next
in classification.

A code yellow weather warning
materialised for the day’s final
stage with a deluge of rain. Devine’s
Fiesta suffered a broken rear-left
driveshaft – less than a mile into
the stage. Unsurprisingly, he looked
disconsolate at the Macroom service
park. “We’ll just have to try harder
tomorrow,” he said.

Cronin struggled for vision as
the windscreen misted over but
he finished the day as rally leader,
20.8s in front of a constantly
improving McCormack. Evans was
a further 3.9s behind with McCourt –
who as fastest through SS5 – Devine
and Greer rounding out the top six.

Drier and sunnier conditions
greeted the crews on Sunday
morning but it wasn’t the only
change, as within two stages
Devine and Cronin were out.

Some loose gravel early on the
day’s opening stage was enough to
put Devine’s Fiesta off course, into
a drain and, along with a front-left
puncture, putting his bid for glory
at an end. Cronin meanwhile had
seen his lead whittled down to 7.5s
by a charging McCormack and, as
he tried to stem the tide, he spun at
high speed on a long left-hander
which brought his demise when

AmeasuredvictoryintheNational
categorygaveDamianToner(Ford
EscortMk2)thelaurelsinboththe
eventandtheIrishTarmacRally
ChampionshipModifiedcategory.
Afterchief rivalDavidCondell(Escort
Mk2)departedthesceneonSS11,Toner
andco-driverMichaelCoadywenton
tofinish32secondsaheadof young
gunColinO’Donoghue(Escort)with
thesimilarcarof titlesponsorColin
Byrnetakingthird.

O’Donoghuesetthepaceonthe
openingstage–threesecondsaheadof
theToyotaStarletof RichardMoffett
withCondellthirdandconcentrating
ontheITRCModifiedcategorytussle
withToner.

AfterSS2SachaKakad(FordFiesta
R5)toppedtheleaderboardonlyfor
CondelltoexertauthorityonSS3and
O’Donoghuetoregaintopspotbythe
endof SS4.BythattimeMoffettwasin
Rally2afterhetoretheexhaustoff his
Starlet.AlthoughCondellendedthe
dayincontrol,hereckonedhehad
neverralliedinsuchrain. Toner,13.4
secondsbehind,wascontentand5.7s
clearof anuntroubledKakad.

O’Donoghuelosttimewhenheclipped
aconcretepostandhadtostoptoallow
amarshaltotiedownabonnetpin.

Onamuchbrightersecondday,Toner
seemedtohavethemeasureof Condell
andopenedupaleadof 29.6safterthe
morningloop.Bothdriversreceiveda
notionaltimeafterCallumDevine’sexit
fromtheInternationaleventonSS6but
O’Donoghue,runningfurtherdown
theorder, lostgroundashisactualtime
stood.AlthoughCondellgainedafew
secondsbackonSS9hisrallyended
onSS10withgearboxtroubles.

Toneradmitteditwasmoredifficult
tofindapaceintheabsenceof hismain
rivalbutO’Donoghueinsecondwas
followedbyByrneasbothbenefited
whenKakadputhisFiestaoff the
roadonSS7.

Thetopthreeremainedunchanged
withJasonDickson(Fiesta)securing
fourthaheadof four-timerally
winnerDaraghO’Riordaninthe
ex-BarryMeadeEscort.JohnLynch,
onhisfirstoutinginaSkodaFabia,
wassixthfollowedbytheMGMetro
6R4of RayBreen,fatherof World
RallyChampionshipdriverCraig.

Despitehavingtoweldpartof the
axle,OwenMurphy(SunbeamLotus)
tookavictoryintheHistoriccategory
whereRobertBarrablewassecondand
LukeMcCarthythird,bothinEscorts.
Results
1 Damian Toner/Michael Coady (Ford Escort) 2h04m23s; 2 Colin
O’Donoghue/Sean Collins (Escort) +32s; 3 Colin Byrne/Stephen
Quin (Escort); 4 Jason Dickson/Martin Brady (Ford Fiesta);
5 Daragh O’Riordan/Mikey Walsh (Escort); 6 John Lynch/Brian
Quinlan (Skoda Fabia); 7 Ray Breen/Sean Hassett (MG Metro
6R4); 8 Michael McDaid/Declan Casey (Escort Mk2); 9 Allen
Treacy/Bob Fitzgerald (Toyota Corrolla); 10 Scott Williams/
Ivan Griffiths (Escort Mk2).
Class winners: Adrian Kermode/Paula Swinscoe (Porsche 911);
Victor Beamish/Susan Beamish (Vauxhall Nova); Dickson/Brady;
Treacy/Fitzgerald; McDaid/Casey; David Randles/Andrew Cronin
(Nissan Almera); Gerard McQuaid/Gary Quinlan (Ford Escort);
O’Riordan/Walsh; Breen/Hassett; Aaron McEvoy/Killian O’Brien
(Honda Civic); Aaron Browne/Daniel Hanratty (Civic); Lynch/Quinlan;
Gavin Walsh/Mark O’Regan (Renault Clio); Eugene Meegan/Sarah
Whelan (Citroen DS 3 R5); Emma Nott/Denny Greaney (Escort
Mk2); Phillip McKibbin/Tommy Commane (Escort); John O’Reilly/
Nick Sparks (Escort Mk1); Alan Watkins/Eoghan McCarthy
(Escort); George Cullen/Pat Cashman (Escort).

McCormack was 
left flying high

R5 machine guided to maiden victory in Ireland. By Martin Walsh

McCORMACK SHINES 
ON VW POLO DEBUT

Rally win and Modified 
title goes to Toner

Toner and Coady came out on top

his Fiesta ended up in a drain with  
a broken steering arm.

After the opening loop of  three 
stages McCormack now led Evans 
by 4.8s with McCourt slotting into 
third, only to retire on SS9 when he 
too ended up in a drain, allowing 
Greer to inherit third. 

Evans stayed in touch and was 
fortunate not to lose time when he 
punctured close to the end of  stage 
nine as McCormack tacked on 
precious seconds. 

He went on to become the  
11th driver to notch up a maiden 
International win on the Cork ‘20’ 
event as Evans and Greer  

completed the top three.  
Donnelly in fourth was delighted 

with a season-best finish as locals 
David Guest (Skoda Fabia S2000)  
and Denis Moynihan (Fiesta R5) 
rounded out the top six.

Andy Davies (Subaru Impreza) 
won Group N to seal the ITRC2  
title as his rival Willie Mavitty  
broke a rear differential that 
scuppered his hopes.  

William Creighton (Peugeot  
208 R2) was sandwiched between  
the pair and Martyn England  
(Fiesta R5) netted the final spot  
in the top 10. Jordan Hone’s  
Fiesta R5 debut ended in 12th.



Josh Veale won the Charles
Pollard Sporting Trial
near Corby on Sunday.

Heavy overnight rain and
long grass still offered a
decent amount of grip with
Peter Fensom leading after
the first round, dropping a
solitary point.

By lunchtime, Roland
Uglow had taken the lead
on a round that rewarded
perfect judgement of
line and pace on the
wide sections.

A shower after lunch
resulted in scores climbing
and Josh Veale took the
lead, which he held over
the fourth round to win by
four points, with brother
Tristan in the passenger
seat. Uglow was second
and Fensom completed
the podium.

The fourth to sixth place
spots was full of northern-
based drivers who were
covered by two points.
Bryan Walker was fourth,
beating Richard Sharp
and Simon Kingsley.

Fresh from a Prescott
hillclimb event, John Fack
finished in seventh position
ahead of elder brother and
last week’s winner Julian.
Paul Price was ninth ahead
of Nick Speed, who won
the blue independent class.

Just outside the top 10,
Alan Baker won the blue
live-axle class ahead
of best rookie Darren
Underwood. The club
section was won by Paul
McAvoy in his historic-
specification Cannon.

Duncan Stephens

Results
Charles Pollard Sporting Trial
Organiser: Peterborough Motor Club
When: September 29 Where:
Uppingham, Corby Starters: 20.
1 Josh Veale (Sherpa) 29 marks;
2 Roland Uglow (Crossle) 33 marks;
3 Peter Fensom (Hamilton);
4 Bryan Walker (Jedi); 5 Richard
Sharp (Cartwright); 6 Simon Kingsley
(Crossle); 7 John Fack (MSR);
8 Julian Fack (Crossle); 9 Paul Price
(CAP); 10 Nick Speed (Crossle).

SPORTING SCENE

BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross
Championship
By Hal Ridge
Organiser: LHMC/BTRDA When: September 28 Where: Lydden Hill,
Kent Starters: 82

GuyCorner returnedto thesceneof
therecentdebutofhisself-developed
LotusExigeatLyddenHillandstormed
tovictory in thepenultimateround
of theBTRDAClubmansRallycross
Championshipcontest.

Overcomingdriveshaftproblemsonthe
Peugeot-enginedsuperchargedLotusonits
debutintheBritishChampionshipatLydden
inAugustandthenbrakeproblemsinthe
nextroundatPembrey,Cornerimprovedhis
pacethroughqualifyingonhisClubmans
outingatLyddenandwasfastestinQ3.

HethenmadethebeststartintheAfinal
totaketheleadaheadof seriesregular
PatrickRyanandclaimhisfirstwinwith
therear-wheel-drivemachine.

Ryanhadbeenfastestinthefirsttwo
qualifierswithhisVauxhallNova,butwas
beatenawayfromthelinebyCornerinthe
finalandhadtosettleforsecond.Meanwhile,
NorwegianvisitorKennethKristiansen,one
of severalEuropeancompetitorsinthe
event, jumpedthefirstattemptatthestart
andwasputtothebackof thegrid.Makinga
brilliantlaunchinhisVolvo242,Kristiansen
climbedbacktothirdatthefirstcorner,
wherehewouldremaintothefinish,infront
of localSuper1600driverDarrenScott,rear-
wheel-driveVauxhallCorsacampaigner
AlanCrockettandBelgianRaf Verheyen.

WhileCornertooktheSuperModified
win,itwasanotherYorkshireman,Luke
Constantine,whomovedastepcloser
tosecuringasecondstraightBTRDA
rallycrossGoldStartitle.

TheJuniordriverwasforcedoutof Q1with
anelectricalproblemwithhisSuzukiSwift
whileBenSayerclaimedfastesttimesinQ1
andQ3totakepoleforthefinal.Constantine

climbedbacktosecondinqualifying,thanks
inparttofastesttimeinQ2,thentookthe
leadof thefinalandcontinuedhisincredible
unbeatenruninthecompetitive junior
category. Sayer pressured Constantine hard
in the opening laps before taking his joker,
but then got stuck in traffic and couldn’t
return to the front of the order, while
Charlie Titcombe took a best-yet finish
in second. Sayer completed the podium.

Dale Ford returned to winning ways in the
Production category after a difficult double-
header weekend in the previous rounds at
Pembrey. Fastest times in the opening two
qualifiers secured Ford pole position for
the A final with his Citroen Saxo, where
he then claimed victory ahead of former
champion John Lyne, who returned after a
five-year absence. Rory Dening completed
the podium ahead of Juozas Meskauskas,
John Rook and Jonny Chrisp.

Mike Grant, son of rallycross Supercar
stalwart Andy, drove his Ford Fiesta to

victory in the Classic division ahead
of Marc Jones’ Toyota MR2 and Vince
Bristow’s BMW 318.

Davy Crockett debuted his Vauxhall
Chevette but rolled in Q1 and took no
further part. James Philips won the
Production 4x4 final ahead of Paul Davis.
Results
A finals (all five laps)
Super Modified: 1 Guy Corner (Lotus Exige); 2 Patrick Ryan (Vauxhall
Nova) +4.341s; 3 Kenneth Kristiansen (Volvo 242); 4 Darren Scott
(Citroen C2); 5 Alan Crockett (Vauxhall Corsa); 6 Raf Verheyen
(BMW 1M).
Production: 1 Dale Ford (Citroen Saxo); 2 John Lyne (Citroen Saxo)
+0.484s; 3 Rory Dening (Peugeot 106); 4 Juozas Meskauskas (Citroen
C2); 5 John Rook (Peugeot 106); 6 Jonny Chrisp (Ford Ka).
Classic: 1 Michael Grant (Ford Fiesta); 2 Marc Jones (Toyota MR2)
+8.293s; 3 Vincent Bristow (BMW 318); 4 Stan Bovill (Ford Escort);
5 David Ewin (Ford Fiesta); 6 Harry Vaulkard (Vauxhall Corsa).
Junior: 1 Luke Constantine (Suzuki Swift); 2 Charlie Titcombe (Suzuki
Swift) +1.266s; 3 Ben Sayer (Suzuki Swift); 4 Alfie Porter (Suzuki
Swift); 5 James Constantine (Suzuki Swift); 6 Abbie McGuinness
(Volkswagen Lupo).
Production 4x4: 1 James Phillips (Subaru Impreza); 2 Paul Davis
(Subaru Impreza) +2.751; 3 Darren Clark (Nissan Pulsar); 4 Christopher
Baker (Subaru Impreza).

Photos: Ian Dowding, rallycrossphotos.co.uk

Corner led from the
first, well, corner...

ROUND-UP

Peugeot-engined car takes Super Modified glory, Luke Constantine marches towards title

GUY TURNS A CORNER WITH NEWLY
DEVELOPED LOTUS FOR LYDDEN WIN

MENZIES AND A RECORD-BREAKING GOULD SHARE THE SPOILS AT LOTON PARK HILLCLIMB
British Hillclimb Championship
By Ian Dowding
 Organiser: Hagley & District Light Car Club When: September 
28-29 Where: Loton Park, Alberbury, nr Shrewsbury Starters: 120.

New British Hillclimb champion 
Wallace Menzies took victory  
in the penultimate round of the 
competition at Loton Park last 
weekend to underline his speed  
this season.

In changeable weather conditions 
throughout the morning outings and 
into the first top-12 run-off, it was  
Alex Summers in his DJ Firestorm  
who finished second in the timesheets. 
That was enough to guarantee the 
former title winner second place  
in the points for 2019.

Summers had set a 51.01-second  
run with only two competitors left to 
make an attempt and looked like a  
strong bet to take the round glory. The 
penultimate runner, Zach Zammit in  
his Empire Wraith, clocked a 52.40s and 
Summers breathed a sigh of  relief.

However, last to go was Menzies, who 
had already wrapped up the title last 

time out at Gurston Down, in his Gould 
GR59. He blasted up the track in 50.17s  
to eclipse Summers and snatch the  
spoils away. 

For the second run-off  of  the day and 
the final round of the 2019, the track  
was drying and the drivers had the 
chance to use slicks and the times were 
much faster than the previous round. 

Sean Gould put himself  in the record 
books once again in his Gould GR59J. 
Gould set the fastest qualifying time  
of  the day and was last to run in the 
second showdown. 

Multiple title-winner Scott Moran  
has held the hill record since 2012 with a 
time of 43.52s. However, that benchmark 
was eclipsed by Gould. He clocked a 
43.27s and he took the bonus point for 
setting his scorching pace.

Moran (Gould GR61X) was second 
from Menzies, with Richard Spedding 
(GWR Raptor) and Will Hall’s Force 
WH-XTEC) reinforcing his earlier  
fourth place with a fifth spot. 

Outgoing champion Trevor Willis,  
in his OMS 28, had a spin at Fallow  
that put him out of  contention to  

qualify for the second top-12 run-off.
Also during the top-12 run-off, Graham 

Wynn (Gould GRW59) hit and dislodged 
a flip flop through Keepers corner which 
resulted in a one-second penalty to his 
time and that consigned him to 10th spot.

Zammit also had an issue with his 
second run-off  run when his rear  
wing on his Empire Wraith failed. 
Unknowingly, he turned left into Fallow 
from the high-speed Cedar straight and 
the rear end let go and spun him around 
and out of  any points.  
Results
Round 33
1 Wallace Menzies (Gould GR59) 50.17s; 2 Alex Summers  
(DJ Firestorm) 51.01s; 3 Will Hall (Force WH-XTEC) 52.18s;  
4 Eynon Price (Force TA) 52.38s; 5 Zachary Zammit (Empire 
Wraith) 52.40s; 6 Richard Spedding (GWR Raptor) 52.61s;  
7 Trevor Willis (OMS 28) 52.70s; 8 Scott Moran (Gould GR61X) 
52.87s; 9 Graham Wynn (Gould GRW 59) 52.98s; 10 Matt Ryder 
(Empire Wraith) 54.19s; 11 David Warburton (Gould GR59) 
54.19s; 12 Jack Cottrill (Force PT) 54.81s.
Round 34
1 Sean Gould (Gould GR59J DB4) 43.27s; 2 Moran 43.94s;  
3 Menzies 44.05s; 4 Spedding 44.38s; 5 Hall 44.73s; 6 Summers 
44.88s; 7 Price 44.16s; 8 Dave Uren (Gould GR55B) 46.21s;  
9 Paul Haimes (Gould GR59) 47.05s; 10 Wynn 48.69s;  
11 Zammit DNF; 12 Warburton DNS.
Points (after 34/34 rounds): 1 Menzies 264pts;  
2 Summers 220; 3 Dave Uren 195; 4 Spedding 191;  
5 Willis 166; 6 Hall 157. 

New champion Wallace Menzies tamed the conditions in the opener

Gould broke the long-standing track record at Loton Park in round 34
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Madeline Harbey enjoyed the St Mary’s Trophy thrills at the Goodwood Revival meeting. There is a racingline there somewhere...

SprintingactionfromCurborough,sent inbyPeterAtkins

SportscarsrumbleinWestSussex,fromDavidHarbeyGarrickCollier tookatrip to therecentGallowayHillsRallyIanKitneycapturedthismoment inBritshGTsatDonington

RobertTaylorwasanother tocapturememoriesatGoodwoodActionfromtheSingaporeGrandPrix,takenbyDeanChilversHistoricFormulaForddramaatBrands,fromGaryHill

Howtostandoutinacrowd:apinkMini.PhotofromBrianGower

        GOT AN OPINION?                                  LET US KNOW: LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK
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Welcome the WRC’s brightest stars
The specific requirements for success on Wales Rally GB are different from many of the rounds on the 2019 World Rally Championship 
schedule. Each event on the WRC roster has its own character and flavour, and the tests offered by Britain’s event on the global schedule
are something that the majority of the entry list relishes. 

It puts drivers through the most interesting of challenges, with varying levels of grip meaning that feel and precision are key to extracting the most in terms 
speed through the stages. This year’s edition has had various route tweaks to present even more for the stars to concentrate on, and it will also provide 
something fresh for the world’s top drivers. The return to Oulton Park for a very special special stage is something to particularly look forward to. 

Spectators have responded in their numbers too, with ticket sales having gone through the roof. That will help add to the atmosphere of the showpiece. 
Oh yes, and if that spectacle itself isn’t enough, there is a title fight going on too...
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

The best mixed-surface drivers will land in Wales for what will be a tense fight

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF THE WEEK!
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LIVE WRCLIVE TV

Therewereplentyof
thrillsandspillsinthe
penultimateroundof the
BritishTouringCar
Championship,andyou
canseeallthebestbitson
Saturday(1030-1200hrs,
ITV4).

Aheadof theclimaxto
thisyear’sWalesRally

GB,enjoysomeof the
bestmomentsfrompast
Britishralliesandoneof
themosticonicevents
ontheWorldRally
Championshipcalendar
(Saturday,1500-1600hrs,
BTSport3).

Andfinally,catch
highlightsfromthefinal

roundof BritishGT
(Sunday,1030-1130hrs,
Eurosport2).Therewas
dramaonandoff the
trackasJonnyAdam
attemptedtowinthetitle
forthefourthtime,while
perennialrunner-upPhil
Keenwastryingtotake
hisfirst.

Adam(47)wasgoingforfourthBritishGTtitleasKeen(72)wasafterhis first

RACING
SATURDAY
n Snetterton, Norfolk
MGCC meeting: Morgans,MG
Cup,MGMetroCup,Midgetand
Sprite,BCV8,MGTrophy Starts
racing from1130hrs (qualifying from
0900hrs)Admission adult£16,
under13 freeWeb msv.com
Contact 08434539000
n Castle Combe,Wilts
AutumnClassic:Historic/Classic
FF1600,CoysTrophy,Formula
Junior,HRDCAllstars,FISCAR,Alfa
ClassicChallenge,Pre ’66Jaguars,
FrazerNashesStarts racing from
1250hrs (qualifying from0830hrs)
Admissionadult£20,child free
Webcastlecombecircuit.co.uk
Contact01249782417
n Oulton Park, Cheshire

DTM:
Hockenheim
n Race 1: Saturday,
1215-1345hrs,
Freesports
n Race 2: Sunday,
1215-1345hrs,
Freesports

WEC:Fuji
n Race: Sunday, 0400-
0900hrs, BT Sport
3/0730-0930hrs,
Eurosport 2

NASCAR:
Dover
n Race: Sunday, 1900-
2300hrs, Freesports

WalesRallyGB,
BTSport
Friday
nEndofday1review:
2230-2300hrs,BTSport1
Saturday
nSS14:1400-1500hrs,
BTSport3
Sunday
nEndofday2review:
0200-0230hrs,BTSport2
nSS22:1200-1330hrs,
BTSport1
nEndofday3review:
2100-2130hrs,BTSport1

Channel5
Saturday
nEndofday1review:

0040-0105hrs
Sunday
nEndofday2review:
0040-0100hrs
nSS22:1200-1330hrs

RedBullTV
nEndofday1review:
Friday,2200-2230hrs
nSS15:Saturday,1450hrs
nEndofday2review:
Saturday,2200-2230hrs
nEndofday3review:
Sunday,2200-2230hrs

5Spike
nHighlights:Monday,
1855-2000hrs

LISTINGS

TV GUIDE

750MC meeting: Formula Vee,  
Type R, Toyota MR2, RGB Sports 
1000, 750 Formula, Historic 750 
Formula Starts racing from 1100hrs 
(qualifying from 0830hrs) Admission 
adult £16, under 13 free Web msv.
com Contact 0843 453 9000
n Silverstone National, 
Northants
MSVR meeting: Equipe GTS, 
Equipe Pre ’63, AMOC GT, 
Intermarque, Jack Fairman Cup,  
Pre-War Team Challenge Starts 
racing from 1210hrs (qualifying  
from 0900hrs) Admission adult  
£15, under 15 free Web silverstone.
co.uk Contact 08704 588260

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
n Silverstone 
International, Northants

BRSCC meeting: Porsche, Sports 
2000, Clubmans, Mazda MX-5,  
MX-5 Super Series, Fiesta, Fiesta 
Junior, Alfa Romeo Starts Saturday, 
racing from 1325hrs (qualifying  
from 0900hrs) Sunday, racing  
from 0900hrs Admission adult  
£15, under 15 free Web silverstone.
co.uk Contact 08704 588260
n Pembrey, South Wales
BARC meeting: Trucks, MGOC, 
Welsh Sports/Saloons, Legends, 
Monoposto Starts Saturday,  
racing from 1050hrs (qualifying  
from 0900hrs) Sunday, racing  
from 1030hrs (qualifying from 
0900hrs) Admission adult £15, 
under 14 free Web barc.net  
Contact 01264 882200
n Cadwell Park, Lincs
BARCmeeting:Caterham

Graduates, Classic VW/Honda 
VTEC, Junior Saloons, Kumho 
BMW, Hyundai Coupe, BARC 
Saloons, BMW 116, Open  
Saloons Starts Saturday,  
racing from 1350hrs (qualifying 
from 0900hrs) Sunday, racing  
from 0915hrs (qualifying from 
1135hrs) Admission adult £16, 
under 13 free Web msv.com  
Contact 0843 453 9000

SUNDAY 
n Knockhill, Fife
SMRC meeting: Fiesta and Hot 
Hatch, FF1600, Classic Sports  
and Saloons, Legends Cars,  
Sports and Saloons, C1 Cup,  
Mini Coopers Starts racing  
from 1100hrs (qualifying from 
0830hrs) Admission adult

£15, under 12 free Web knockhill.
co.uk Contact 01383 723337

RALLY
THURSDAY-SUNDAY
n Llandudno, Conwy
Wales Rally GB
Starts 1600hrs
Admission check website  
for details
Web walesrallygb.com

SPORTING SCENE
SUNDAY
n Sheffield, S York
BriSCA F1
Starts TBA Admission TBA
Web brisca.com

Details correct at time of press but 
check before travelling

WALES RALLY GB ROUND-UP

Can Turkington make 
it back-to-back titles?BTCCTITLE SHOWDOWN PREVIEW

 n THE BRITS AIM FOR TOP SPOT   n TANAK v OGIER v NEUVILLE
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25% off when you book for 4 weeks

If you wish to advertise in the
Motorsport News Classified please 
call 0203 405 8109 or 
email mnads@motorsport.com
Deadline: Mondays at 12noon 
(subject to change on Bank Holiday 
weeks)
Payment: Cheques and postal 
orders should be made payable to 
Autosport Media UK Ltd

Address for advertising

Motorsport News Advertising
1 Eton Street, 
Richmond, 
TW9 1AG

Important
The publishers reserve the right to refuse 
advertisements and do not accept liability for 
clerical or printers errors. 
Terms for approved accounts strictly net within 
30 days. The advertiser’s name and address 
must accompany all advertisements, whether for 
publication or not. 
Any advertisement received too late for publication 
and any advertisement received too late for 
inclusion in the current issue will automatically be 
inserted in the next available issue. 

If you are a trade advertiser this must be 
indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers 
are also reminded that they are responsible for 
complying with legal requirements currently in 
force. 
Six weeks notice prior to issue date required 
for cancellation of any advertisement. All Verbal 
confirmation taken on the phone is binding. 

Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed. 
Terms of acceptance of advertising are available 
on request.

Classified
Telephone: 0203 405 8109 Email: mnads@motorsport.com

MARKETPLACE

petition

(0)1462 684300

k and Carbotech
rsport compounds

www.cambridgemotorsport.com
sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

Owners commenced business in 2014 and enjoyed
healthy and consistent profits over 5 years. Tourist 
location with steady local trade over 52 weeks. 
Located in high ‘quality of life’ coastal environment 
in South England.

New manager/owner has opportunity to diversify 
and to build on the much remaining potential.

Enquire at PO Box 213 PO33 9FH

Go-Karting Business For Sale

Turn-key business in excellent financial and 
material condition

Outdoor 540m floodlit track 

Workshops

Fleet of 38 Sodi karts (4-stroke) for age range 8 
to adult

4 electric Toro karts for under 8s

Kart storage

Excellent quality licensed clubhouse with ample 
parking

78 year leasehold on peppercorn rent available 
in price as an option

Vehicle
Wiring
Products

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

We supply a
comprehensive range of
wiring products for repair,
modifcation or complete
rewire to your vehicle

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,

9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, Ilkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

Freecatalogue

Alloywheelrepairs.com

Chevette

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

Home FaRm, 81 main StReet, 
BiSHoPtHoRPe, YoRk, Yo23 2Ra 

01904 703 863

•  Repairs to aluminium and magnesium 

wheels and castings.

•  Wheels chemically stripped, fine 
bead blasted and powder coated.

•  Wheels inserted and PCD and 

offset altered.

•  Manufacturers of cars and components

to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

•  HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll 

cages and all parts required and all 

parts required to build cars to works

spec.

• 40 years of experience to share.
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01291 621234 or 07976 239076
rob@weirrallying.co.uk

Specific interests in Ford Escorts MK1
or MK2 but all makes and models

considered in any condition

RALLY CARS FOR CASH
WANTED

Unit 12 
Ash Farm 
Business Park
Holcombe
Radstock
BA3 5EX

+44 (0) 1761 239133
info@cagedlaser.co.uk
www.cagedlaser.co.uk

POWDER COATING

LASER CUTTING

MACHINING

DESIGN

CHASSIS
FABRICATION

RACE CAR
PREP

PIT
EQUIPMENT

SHEET METAL WORK

ROLL CAGE
FABRICATION

CNC FOLDING

Automotive Engineering & Fabrication Specialists 
Bespoke & Standard Roll Cages

Email: info@mardigras.co.uk
www.mardigras.co.uk
www.performanceclutch.co.uk

2A BRUNEL CLOSE
DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB

CALL FOR MORE INFO
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office

Style and Substance

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel’ strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

www.brianjames.co.uk

Connected to you»
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish

Woodford Trailers Limited   |    14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ   |    Telephone 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

RACEWEAR

GEARBOXES

ELECTRONICS

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Kavanagh                     Ben Webster
Classi� ed Advertising                                Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109                                 T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131
E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com                         E: ben.webster@motorsport.com

Authorised stockists for:

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

www.jjcraceandrally.com

Passionate About Motorsport
RACEWEAR

ENGINES

RACEWEAR

ENGINES

RACE & RALLY PARTS

ENGINES

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

RACE & RALLY PARTS

ENGINES

e-mail

northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit

northamptonmotorsport.com

• Performance Tuning Specialists

• 2WD Superfow Rolling Road,

1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity

• Life Racing and Omex Engine Management

• Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents

Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

RACEWEAR

GEARBOXES

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 0LP

+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes

- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

WHEELS & TYRES

GEARBOXES

Winning all over the world since 1973…
Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.

Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM
Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com

DRY SUMP

OIL PUMPS & DRY SUMP SYSTEMS
www.pacepumps.co.uk

TRY OUR ULTIMATE
MOTORSPORT BUNDLE OFFER!

- AUTOSPORT PLUS NOW INCLUDED -
ACCESS UNLIMITED MOTORSPORT CONTENT ONLINE

OM ONLY
.99

Terms and conditions: Offer valid for new UK subscriptions by Direct Debit only. Your subscription will continue at £9.99 every 4 issues for the print and digital bundle. Your Autosport Plus account will be active for the duration
of your subscription. Digital magazines only available on iPhone and iPad. Direct Debit rates are valid for one year after which they are subject to change. Should you wish to cancel your subscription it will be cancelled on expiry of
the current term. You will be emailed instructions of how to gain access to your digital subscription. Savings based on the standard UK cover price. Offer ends 10 October 2019. 

LATEST
news from the race  

and rally scene on the cover price

SAVE UP TO 66%
0344 848 8834

OR CALL

coverage of  
high-profile events

UNRIVALLED
online, anywhere, anytime

ACCESS CONTENT
PMSN19ONE

QUOTE PROMO CODE

race and rally reports

IN-DEPTH
direct to your door

FREE DELIVERY
+44(0)1604 251 457

FOR OVERSEAS RATES CALL

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE: WWW.ASM.SECUREORDER.CO.UK/MSNB/PMSN19ONE/


